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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in acres).. o e o i e 11,182
Registrar-General’s estimate of population, 1937 .. ... 53,920
Population, Census, 1931 i w2 ek - 37,666
Number of occupied houses, December, 1937 i .o 14,624
Number of occupied houses, 1931 iy 7 X% 9533
Rateable Value, December, 1937 L e .. £6956,262
Sum represented by a penny rate, December, 1937 .. e E2TH0

VITAL STATISTICS.

Birth Hate per 1,000 of the
estimated resident population.

Totul. M. F.
Live Births—Legitimate .. 666 3556 311
do. —Illegitimate .. 26 17 9 12.8

602 372 320

Rate per 1,000
(live and still) births,

Still Births s -~ 15 5 i 21.7

Death Rate per 1,000 of the
estimated resident population.

Deaths s - .. 4568 223 2356 8.5

Rate per 1,000
(live and still) births,

Deaths from Puerperal causes :—

Puerperal Sepsis 1 1.42
Other Puerperal causes 1 1.42
Total 2 2.83
Death Rates of Infants under one vear of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births g o 35
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 34
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births .. .. o8
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) .. o o % o o T
Deaths from Measles (all ages) .. & 4 . - ... Nil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) x 2. g .. Nil
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ke 3 1 g
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URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF COULSDON AND PURLEY,

_HEPLLTH REPORT FOR 1937.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present to you my Annual Report for 1937, this being
my sixth Report as your Medical Offiver of Health.

It will be found that the arrangement adopted in preceding Reports
has been retained to facilitate reference, but with the development
of the services several new sections have had to be added, and others
extended.

I am pleased to be able to report that in general the yvear under
review was a very satisfactory one as judged by the recognised standards.
The Birth Rate increased for the fourth year in succession ; the Death
Rate remained steady and at a low level ; the Infantile Mortality Rate
very slightly increased, and the Maternal Mortality Rate slightly
decreased, but both compared very favourably with other districts
and the Country as a whole.

In spite of the outbreak of typhoid fever, in which 20 residents
were affected, the incidence of infectious disease was one of the
lowest experienced by the District.  The diminution in Diphtheria to a
new low level record was particularly satisfactory.

Although it has no connection therewith, one of the outstanding
events of the year was the inauguration of a scheme for immunisation
against diphtheria. It is most noteworthy for the fact that not since
the days when vaccination against small pox was introduced has a
corporate effort been made to stamp out a disease by specific treatment
calculated to enhance the immunity of the group. Unlike the intro-
duction of vaccination, however, diphtheria immunisation has been
made a matter for voluntary co-operation from the first. This freedom
of choice has increased the responsibility upon parents of carefully
considering whether this form of treatment is not advisable for their
children. Certainly the present absence of severe diphtheria should
not be made an excuse for procrastination. Further waves of the
disease will undoubtedly occur unless a high degree of immunity is present
in the District.

Another feature of 1937 was the coming into force of the Midwives
.Act which aims at an improved midwifery service for all, together with
a higher status for, and better standard among midwives. The Council
appointed two midwives at the end of the year, and it is hoped that
residents, especially in the Sanderstead and Selsdon areas, will avail
themselves of their services.
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The other outstanding event was the place given both nationally
and locally to health propaganda. The National Campaigns for the wider
use of the Health Services, and the encouragement of physical fitness
were emphasised within the District. While strong suspicions have
frequently been voiced both as to the objects underlying the Campaigns,
and their inadequacy in that they indicate only one or two lines along
which health may be improved or secured, it is surely folly if doubt
and criticisms such as these are made the excuse for non-co-operation
in an effort towards personal and national fitness. Whatever the original
motive may have been it can surely be agreed that the better our health
the greater the possibility of our enjoyment of life and of our individual
and corporate service to mankind. The word ° possibility ' needs
emphasis, as, of course, the achievement of health, though a laudable
ideal, does not of itself necessarily imply greater resultant happiness.
The latter is undoubtedly what we all wish to attain ultimately, though
it is not an essential corollary to improved health. It is suggested,
however, that, if the aim of greater happiness for all is recognised, and
that clear thinking is given to the methods by which it mayv be secured,
better health may not only be achieved en roufe, but in its turn assist
in the attainment of the ideal.

The necessity not only for a high motive but for clear thinking
requires stressing, as in a world in which only a limited amount of our
resources are available annually for the * social services,” these
require directing wisely if the pain and ill-health which tend to hamper
our individual and collective progress are to be removed. At a time
when large sums are being spent and additional expenditure is anticipated
on the achievement of health and fitness, the relative importance of
different methods needs careful balancing, and the part which individual
thought and effort can play must be borne in mind. As small examples,
of which many might be given, my attention has again been drawn
this year to the numerous comparatively small defects prejudicing the
health of a large number of residents, e.g., widely spread dental caries,
post-natal defects, hernias, varicose veins, indigestion and the like
remaining untreated when a relatively small amount of individual effort
and expense are required for their rectification.

The increase in the deaths from cancer and road accidents locally
this year, both influenced by the personal factor to a very appreciable
extent, are  other examples, and the attention of local organisations
might well be given to tliese and similar subjects without necessitating
municipal outlay. The part played by social and economic factors
is also of great importance, but it is hoped that sufficient has been said
to stimulate thought and the recognition of the fact that much can be
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HEALTFE REFOIRE FOR “I"937.

The Urban District of Coulsdon and Purley was constituted by an
Order of the Local Government Board, dated the 1st November, 1914,
and came into existence on the 7th April, 1915.

Situated some 12-18 miles from the cepntre, and to the South of
London, on a portion of the North Downs, it is one of the most beautiful
districts within easy reach of London. Chiefly residential in character,
and with a population that has increased in a remarkable manner since
1921, it still contains large rural areas.

The inauguration of the Green Belt Scheme in October, 1937, by
the Lord Mavor of London was the consummation of years of endeavour
to reserve a large part of these areas, and approximately one-fifth of the
Urban District is now reserved as permanent open spaces.

No large manufacturing concern exist, the chief occupations being
building and the retailing of the necessities of life to the residents.
Unemployment is comparatively low, and in fact a steady influx of
labour from more distressed areas has taken place.

AREA AND POPULATION,
The District has an area of 11,182 acres, this being 2,547 acres
more than before the last revision of boundares in 1933.
The acreage of each Ward is:—

Coulsdon East b e v 2B1Z
Coulsdon West i i o 1,258
Selsdon and Farlﬂl;{h s v 1,963
Kenley . vk vr 1,202
Sanderstead . i o P [
Purley o it o oy Lita15)
Woodeote .. i o e B6a

Twenty-two vears ago when the Urban District came into existence
the population was estimated to be 17,920, and this had increased to
21,493 by the time of the Census in 1921. By the Census of 1931 this
figure had become 37,666, while in mid-1937 the Registrar-General
estimated the population to be 53,920, this representing an increase
of 2,460 in the last twelve months. Only about 3,000 of this total can
be attributed to the area added in 1933, which is still chiefly rural.

The number of inmates in the Institutions in the District in 1937
was [—

Males. Females. Total.

Cane Hill Mental Hospital .. 040 1540 24440
Netherne Mental Hospital ... 508 1147 1745
Reedham Orphanage ... ... 180 126 306
Rus=ell Hill Schools ... ... fil) 188 248
Torats ... 1738 | sem 4730
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In 1915 there were 4,141 occupied houses, chiefly in Purley and
Woodcote, whereas in 1937 there were 14,624 houses, distributed amongst
the Wards as follows :—

Coulsdon East ol e v 1,783
Coulsdon West . Ao .. 2,038
Kenley P = i palr s 128 I
Purley e e o .. 2433
Sanderstead . e va- orDl
Selsdon and Farle:gh - va 1,670
Woodeote .. . o .e 1,524

There was thus an average -::If 3.7 persons per occupied house in
1937, as compared with 4.3 in 1915.

VITAL STATISTICS.

BIRTHS.

During the vear 692 Births were registered as belonging to the
District, of which 372 were males and 320 were females, as compared
with G641 in 1936.

This is equal to an Annual Birth Rate of 12.8 per thousand of
population, as compared with 12.5 last vear, and 12.2, 11.8 and 11.1
in the preceding three years.

The average Birth Rate for this District declined during the four
quinquennial periods 1915-1934, viz., 13.9, 13.5, 12.9 and 11.6, but slight
rises occurred in the District and in the Countrv as a whole in 1934,
suggesting that a turning point had been reached. Locally this has
proved correct, as increases in the Birth Rate have now been experienced
in four successive years. Nationally, however, the rate has only slightly
increased, the Birth Rates for England and Wales being 14.9 in 1937,
14.8 in 1936, 14.7 in 1935 and 14.8 in 1934.

The local increase probably reflects in part the number of young
married couples who continue to settle in this District, being attracted
by the amenities and the type of development which has taken place
in recent years.

There were 26 illegitimate births (17 males and 9 females) registered,
this being 7 more than in the preceding year. Expressed as a percentage
of total births, 3.8 were illegitimate. The proportion of illegitimate
births showed a marked decline from 1915 to 1934, the average for the
five yearly periods being 5.7, 3.4, 3.7 and 2.8,

The number of still-births has only heen recorded during the last
seven yvears. In 1937, there were 15 registered (8 males and 7 females),
this being 12 less than last vear, and 13 less than in 1935. One female
still-birth was illegitimate. The local Still-birth Rate was thus (.28
per thousand of population, as compared with 0.60 for England and
Wales.
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DEATHS.

The number of Deaths registered during the vear as belonging to
this District was 458 (223 males and 235 females), as compared with
439 in 1936.

This number excludes deaths which, although occurring within
the District, belonged to other districts, but includes deaths of residents
who died outside the District, and also non-residents dying in the District
who have previously had no permanent place of abode.

The Death Rate for the vear was equal to 8.5 per thousand of
population, as compared with 8.5, 7.9, 7.6, 7.1 and 8.5 in the preceding
five vears. A slight modification, however, is necessary if the number
is to be compared with that of England and Wales, the age and sex
distribution not being quite typical of the Country as a whole. The
corrected crude Death Rate for 1937 thus becomes 8.3 per thousand
of population.

The Death Rates in England and Wales were 12.4 in 1937, 12.1 in
1936, 11.7 in 1935, and 11.8, 12.3 and 12.0 in the preceding three years.

During the first fifteen years of the existence of this Urban District
there was a tendency for the Death Rate to decline, as in the Country
as a whole, the average for the three quinquennial periods being 8.5,
7.4 and 7.0. During the five years 1929-1934, there was a slight rise
to an average of 7.4, followed in the next three yvears by a steady increase,
but this vear the rate is the same as in 1936. In part the most recent
increases are due to the number of persons dying in local Institutions
who had no permanent abode prior to their admission, their deaths
being registered as belonging to this District. In 1936 and 1937 there
were 21 and 17 such cases, whereas in 1935 there was only 1 similar case
and in 1934 only 6.

The increased number of deaths from Violence is also a contributory
factor this year.

Of the 458 deaths which occurred in Coulsdon and Purley in 1937,
54 per cent. were over 65 years of age, which compares favourably with
the average of 53 per cent. for the last four years, and 45 per cent. for
the five years 1926-30.

The principal causes of death, together with the rates per cent.
of total deaths, are shown in the following Table.

Rate per cent. of
Cause. Number of Deaths. Total Deaths.
Bronchitis P 12 2.6
Influenza : 20 4.3
Tuberculosis of regpn‘ator}r s].rstem 21 4.5
Cancer, malignant disease ... : 87 18.9
Heart Disease a 107 23.3
Cerebral Ha:murrhn.ge 17 3.7
Other circulatory diseases ... 25 5.4
Pneumonia ... 16 3.9
Violence (including Suiﬂde}l 33 7.2
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For the full list of causes of Death, and the ages at which the deaths
occurred, see Table IV in the Appendix.

It will be seen that the chief causes of death in the District were
Heart and other circulatory diseases (including Cerebral Haemorrhage)
149, and Cancer 87, followed by Violence (including Suicide) 33, Pul-
monary Tuberculosis 21, Influenza 20, and Pneumonia (all forms) 16.

HEART DISEASE, Erc.

The percentage of deaths due to heart and other circulatory diseases
was rather less than in the two previous years, although constituting
approximately one-third of all deaths.

As has been previously stated, in so far as this group includes deaths
in elderly persons from what is really old age, it is hoped that the
proportion of deaths coming under this heading will increase.

This year 73 per cent. were over 65 years of age at the time of death,
while 45 per cent. were over 75 years of age, these figures representing
increases of 1 per cent. and 5 per cent. over the corresponding figures
for 1936.

Of the 27 per cent. which were under 65 vears of age, only about
4 per cent. were connected with Rheumatism, the chief cause of heait
disease in the young, or were congenital in origin. It is probable, how-
ever, that Rhenmatism was responsible for the original damage in a
much larger proportion, although not mentioned in the Death Certificate,

Once again about one-fifth of this group of deaths was in respect
of persons under 65 vears of age, in whom the postponement of death
might reasonably have been expected had undue strain or excess been
avoided.

CANCER.

In 1937, Cancer produced 18.9 per cent. of the total deaths as com-
pared with an average of 17.5 for the preceding four years. Considered
in relation to population, the Cancer Death Rate was 1.61 per thousand
of population in 1937, and 1.36, 1.28, 1.49 and 1.30 in the preceding
four years, corresponding figures for England and Wales being 1.63
for 1937, 1.61, 1.58, 1.56 and 1.52.

As the average annual Cancer Death Rate locally was 1.13 per
thousand of population from 1915-24 and 1.26 from 1925-34, while
that for England and Wales was 1.21, and 1.44, it will be seen that an
increasing proportion of deaths is being attributed to this disease.
While in part this is due to better notification and diagnosis, this pro-
portion is such that increasing effort is required to reduce this too
common cause of death.

The following Table gives the age, sex and distribution of the disease
in the 87 deaths which occurred during 1937:—
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The usual features will again be noted, viz.—the increasing frequency

with advancing age, and the high proportion in which the stomach,
intestines or breast are affected. This vear the chief increase is in
the number of cases connected with the intestines and lungs, the latter
again chiefly in males, thus reflecting tendencies which can be noted
in the national death rates from this disease.

The Medical Officer of Health continues to act as local Medical
Secretary to the British Empire Cancer Campaign, but no applications
for speakers on this subject were received during the vear. Local
societies might well consider including speakers on the subject of
Cancer when preparing their programmes for the coming year.

While much further effort is required, and is being given along
the line of research into the cause, prevention and treatment of cancer,
it should be more generally recognised that at the present time cancer
can very frequently be cured, if only recognised early enough, and the
best available treatment secured. The responsibility for obtaining
early examination rests with the individual resident.

The symptoms which call for most attention are persistent or
repeated pain, bleeding, swelling, early morning diarrhoea, increasing
constipation, or difficulty in passing water.
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As each year about one-sixth of these deaths are attributable to
Cancer of the breast, the necessity for the investigation of any lump
in the breasts of women, especially over 30 years of age, which does
not subside in a very short time, must be repeated.

In all cases, not only is there danger in delay, but much ill’ health
frequently results from the mental agony caused by postponing examin-
ation. The reassurance of a negative finding is almost as important
as an early positive resulf.

VIOLENCE.

Deaths from Violence, including Suicide, increased considerably
during 1937, the Death Rate of 0.61 pér thousand population being the
highest recorded in the Urban District since its formation, while this
15 the third time in the last five vears in which the local rate has exceeded
the National Rate, which was 0.54 in 1937.

The average for the last fifteen wvears, however, was 0.37 locally
and (.51 nationally.

In 1937 there were 25 deaths from Violence other than Suicide,
this being 10 more than occurred in 1934, which previously held the
record for deaths from this cause since the formation of the District.
The increase was chiefly due to road accidents. Of the 25 deaths, 14
were from this cause (9 more than in 1936), of which 8 were pedestrians,
including 2 toddlers, 3 motorists, 2 cyclists and 1 motor cyclist. | Three
deaths were from aeroplane acecidents, 2 were due to falls in elderly
people, and 2 from drowning.

Deaths from Suicide increased in number, there being 8 as compared
with 3, 9, 6 and 3 in the preceding four vears. The Death Rate from
this canse was thus 15 per 100,000 of population as compared with
6 last vear and averages of 11 and 12 in the preceding two decades.
Five of the deaths were in males, 3 being from bullet wounds, 1 from
burning and 1 from coal gas poisoning, the latter also being the cause
of death in 2 females, strangulation being resorted to in the remaining
case. With the exception of two, the deaths from Suicide occurred
between the ages of 40 and 60 years.

TUBERCULOSIS AND PNEUMONIA.

Deaths from Tuberculosis and Pnenmonia are referred to in other

sections of this Report.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY.

There were 2 deaths associated with childbirth during 1937, the
Maternal Mortality Rate being 2.83 per thousand total births, as
compared with 3.11 in England and Wales. Both rates have fallen
this year, the corresponding figures for 1936 being 2.99 locally and 3.81
nationally.

Of the 2 deaths which occurred locally, one was attributed to
puerperal sepsis, and the other to an unfortunate sequel to Caesarian
section. In both cases the confinements, for which private arrangements
had been made, occurred outside the District.

While considerable attention has been focussed on the risks of
childbirth, and constant attention is being given locally and nationally
to the reduction of these risks, it should again be emphasized that undue
alarm on the part of expectant mothers is undesirable and increasingly
unjustifiable. The attendant risks are much less than they were and
are decreasing annuallv. By reasomable forethought and acceptance
of the medical services which are available to all, irrespective of social
position or financial resources, childbirth should resume its place as
the natural phase in life which it fundamentally is,

INFANT MORTALITY.

The number of deaths occurring in children under one vear of age
was 24, as compared with 20 last year, and 19, 14 and 10 in the preceding
three vears, all except 1 being in legitimate children.

The Infantile Mortality Rate was thus 35 as compared with 33,
32, 26 and 30 in the last four years. As previously pointed out, this
Rate is liable to marked fluctuations owing to the small numbers con-
cerned. Ewven five-yearly grouping does not abolish this, as the average
figures for the four quinquennial periods 1915-34 demonstrate, viz.,
44, 28, 38 and 32. During the last five vears, however, it has steadied
at about 31.

The Infantile Mortality Rate for England and Wales was 58 in
1937, and 59, 57, 59 and 64 in the four preceding years, the figure for
1935 being the lowest on record. The averages for 1915-24 and 1924-35
were approximately 83 and 67.

The causes of death in the 24 infants under one vear of age who
died in 1937 is shown in the following Table :—
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COMPARATIVE CRUDE BIRTH-RATES, DEATH-RATES, ANALYSIS OF
MORTALITY, MATERNAL DEATH-RATES, AND CASE-RATES for certain

Infections Diseases in the year 1937.

BIRTHS :—
Time: codess bas
'Sti.ll " () oy
DEATHS (—
All Causes . i -
Typhoid and Para-
typhoid fevers
Smallpox
Menslg} A PR e
Scarlet fe.v?:ro gh .4
Whm Ji
57 i
I uenza
Violence ..
NOTIFICATIONS (—
Smallpox ..
Scarlet Fever
Diphtheria
Enteric Fever .. ..
Erysipelas .. .. ..

Pneumonia =

Deaths under 1 yr. of age
Deaths from Diarrheea
and Enteritis under
2 years of age
MATERNAL IM{]RT.'.IJT?
Puerperal Sepsis
Oth AR

s S

ers i
Total .. | -

MatTERNAL MORTALITY :
Puerperal Seps:s

Others i s
Total . s YR,
Nn‘nmmﬂm;s f—

Puerperal Fever
Puerperal Pyrexia

! mr?ty H%ﬁ:‘:;'“ London Coulsdon
England .'Enmughu and| (Resident | Adminis- | and Purley
and Wales. Great Towns | Populations | frafive Urban
Tmf 25%% L‘."E County. District.
1931 Census).
RatEs PER 1,000 POPULATION,

14.9 14.9 15.3 13.3 12.8
0.60 0.67 0.64 0.54 0.28
12.4 12.5 11.9 | 12.3 8.5
0.00 0.01 (.00 1 .00 0,06
0.02 0.03 002 | 001 e
0.01 0.01 0.01 | 0.1 —
0.04 .04 0.03 0,06 —
0.07 0.08 0.05 | 0,06 =
(.45 0.348 0.42 0.38 0.36
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The vear 1937 compared very favourably with preceding years
from the point of view of notifiable infectious disease, with a total of
154 notified cases, other than tuberculosis, compared with 183, 230
and 190 in the three preceding vears. Had it not been for the outbreak
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of typhoid, this comparison would have been even more favourable.
Even so, when the increasing population is taken into consideration,
it will te found that the incidence of infectious disease was very low,
thus the number of cases per thousand of population fell from an average
of 6.7 in 191524 to an average of 3.9 in 1925-34 ; in 1935 it was 4.7,
in 1936 it fell to 3.6, while in 1937 it was as low 'as 2.8,

The following Table shows the number of cases notified, together
with the number removed to Hospital, and the total deaths :—

; MNumber Removed to Total
Discase. Notified. Hospital. Deaths.

Scarlet Fever 62 50 —
Diphtheria 8 8 —_
Enteric Fever 26 15 3
Erysipelas 14 2 —
Pneumonia ves 30 — *16
Puerperal Fever 5 5 1
Fue al Pyrexia 2 1 —
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 —= —
Polio-encephalitis 2 2 2
Polio-myelitis ... 3 3 -
Dysentery 1 1 —

ToraLs 154 87 22

* includes deaths from all forms of Pnenmonia,

Further Tables (I and II) will be found in the Appendix showing
the ages at which the infection occurred, the municipal wards in which
the cases were resident, and the monthly incidence of the disease.

DIPHTHERIA.,

The incidence of this disease remained at a very low level throughout
1937, following a wave which lasted from the Autumn of 1934 until
the early summer of 1936.

Only 8 cases were notified during the vear compared with 35, 52
and 24 in the preceding three years. This is the lowest number recorded
since 1931, and represents, in view of the increasing population, by
far the lowest incidence experienced in the Thstrict since its constitution
in 1915. ' Tt is further interesting to note that of the 8 notified cases
one case was swab positive only, while another showed clinical signs
of diphtheria although all swabs proved negative. Only one of the 8
cases had received any form of immunisation treatment, and this had
only received the *‘ one shot' method of treatment, without being
tested afterwards to ascertain its efficacy. The onset of the disease a year
after treatment proved that in' this case insufficient immunity had
developed.

In addition to the 8 notified cases, 5 cases were admitted to Hospital
as suspicious clinically, but proved negative bacteriologically, while two
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residents contracted the disease when stayving outside the District. No
deaths from this disease occurred during the year.

The sudden fall in the number of cases should not, of course, be
attributed in any way to the practice of diphtheria immunisation in
the Urban District. While a number of children had previously received
injections from their own doctors, and a report on those immumsed at
the Clinics during the year will be found later in this Report, the total
number of children so treated is insufficient as yet to influence the
incidence of diphtheria in the District.

Inspection of Table IIT at the end of this Report will reveal that
waves of diphtheria have been experienced locally in 1921-2, 1924, a
slight one in 1929, and again in 1934-6. At present a trough, similar
to those intervening between previous waves, is being passed through,
and while this may last for a vear or more, an increased number of
cases will undoubtedly be experienced in the future unless a much greater
response to the offer of immunisation is forthcoming. It is folly to
postpone treatment solely because the disease is now at a low ebb.

TYPHOID FEVER.

The outbreak of typhoid fever which occurred in the neighbouring
County Borough of Croydon, and affected this District received un-
paralleled publicity, hence only a few notes are necessary on the disease
within the boundaries of this Urban District.

A total of 24 notifications was received, but of these 4 were not con-
firmed, 3 notifications proving te relate to cases of paratyphoid fever,
while in the other case the diagnosis was doubtful owing to the very
acute course run by the disease and the lack of bacteriological evidence.
Preceding and unconnected with the epidemic, a case of definite typhoid
fever which had contracted the disease in France was diagnosed in a
Nursing Home in this District. As it had been taken ill in Croydon,
notification was accepted by them and the case treated in the Croydon
Borough Isolation Hospital.

All the remaining 19 definite cases of typhoid fever occurred during
November or early December, and were thus connected in time with
the main epidemic. Of these, 14 were connected with Croyvdon schools
(9 being in two schools), which received the contaminated water supply.
In the remaining 5 adult cases, 1 was readily traceable to the water
supply, 2 were, after very close enquiry, shown to have had the oppor-
tunity of being affected by the supply, the fourth worked in Croydon
and might possibly have been so affected, but in the fifth case no con-
nection with the supply or contact with cases could be traced.

The 19 cases were distributed as follows :—

Selsdon .. o - i i
Sanderstead e, T i s |
Purley .. e e A AL
Coulsdon . . . t s PR |
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With this distribution of cases and with the great difficulty often
experienced in tracing any connection between the supply, with its
intricate ramifications, and the sufferers, it is difficult to see what useful
purpose could have been served by circulating information on the source
of infection at the time when this was first suspected.

In 13 cases the patients were admitted to Hospital (10 to the Wandle
Valley Isolation Hospital), while 6 were treated at home.  Unfortun-
ately, in addition to the doubtful case, 2 deaths occurred, these being
the cases first notified, and presumably those most heavily infected.

Four of the local cases had been treated by inoculation during the
incubation period, but subsequently developed the disease.

The steps taken during the outbreak followed almost exactly those
adopted in Croydon, and very close co-operation was maintained between
the two Public Health Departments. While the numbers affected in
this Idistrict were much smaller than in Croydon, the staff available
was correspondingly small.

Enquiries were first directed to discovering the source of infection
at the houses in which the cases occurred, and then, when the Addington
Well water was suspected, to tracing possible sources of pollution in-
cluding any from that part of the gathering ground situated in this
District, or among those persons who were known to have worked at
or near the Well, but who reside on this side of the boundary. Numerous
consultations were provided and advice on desirable preventive measures
was given to the veryv many residents, including head teachers, who
enquired of the Department. The isolation of cases and disinfection
of premises, etc., followed the recognised lines, with the exception that
more attention was given to the disinfection of the laundry of cases
nursed at home, before its dispatch to the public laundries, than has
hitherto been provided.

Advice on the preventive inoculation of cases which might have been
developing the disease was not easy to give owing to the lack of unanimity
both in the opinion expressed by experts and in the practice adopted
by the doctors locally.

As far as this District is concerned the Doctors residing in the
Urban District inoculated altogether approximately 372 persoms, all
of whom, however, were not resident within these boundaries.

Of this number about 237 were so treated because they lived, worked
or visited in what was thought to be the area of the contaminated
supply.

With the exception of 40 who had 3 modified doses, the prescribed
doses of the usual T.A.B. vaccine were given in each case, bearing in
mind the age of the patient, and subsequently 6 developed typhoid fever,
while a seventh is believed to have had an abortive attack. In addition
to the latter, one of the definite cases, which was treated at home,
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was considered to have had a very slight attack, while the remainder
are thought to have run the usual course. On the other hand, the
Medical Officers at each of the Institutions receiving cases expressed
the opinion that some inoculated cases appeared to have been much
more severe as a result, while one Croydon case proved fatal.

In assessing the value of this form of inoculation for the prevention
of cases, it should be remembered that in all probability an appreciable
proportion of persons so treated had not actually been exposed to
infection, while of the general population who were known to be exposed
through residing in the district served by the contaminated supply,
less than one per cent. contracted the disease irrespective of inoculation.

From these observations it would appear difficult to demonstrate
any preventive wvalue in inoculation once the recipients have been
exposed to infection, and may be incubating the disease.

The remaining 135 persons were treated chiefly on account of their
contact with known cases or the possibility of such contact in the future.

The usual T.A.B. vaccine was used with the prescribed dose for the
age of the recipient except in 40 cases in which a reduced dose was given,
and in 10 cases which received an oral vaccine. None of this group
contracted the disease, but it should be noted that neither were any
secondary cases known to have occurred among the uninoculated
residents in the District.  From these facts, it would appear that the
risk of secondary infection in an urban population of the type residing
in this District, with the exception of those persons actually nursing
cases, is so low as to negative the general application of this form of
preventive treatment even in times of epidemic. The short lived im-
muity conferred by inoculation, and the comparative rarity of out-
breaks at the present time certainly contraindicate its general adoption
in this Country in normal times, although when contemplating life abroad
the risk is such that this form of treatment should undoubtedly be
advocated.

Other important features of the epidemic which made it exceptional,
and which should be recorded for future reference are . —

1. The undue publicity which it received both on the wireless
and in the Press. ' Apart from the unnecessary strain to the officials
who were endeavouring to cope with the outbreak, from the seemingly
never ending telephone calls, etc., which resulted and hampered their
work, a state bordering very closely on public pani¢c was produced.
It is doubtful whether any good whatever resulted from this publicity,
whereas not only did local trade suffer adversely, but much meedless
worry, and in some cases, definite ill-health resulted. It would probably
be wiser in the event of any future epidemics for a concerted effort to
be made to confine attention to preventive measures, while very serious
consideration should be given before any use is made of the wireless.
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2. Considerable negative and adverse criticism, much of which was
ill-informed and umnjustified, was forthcoming at a time when those
in control were already overburdened by the work produced by the
epidemic. How far this resulted from the publicity cannot be estimated,
but such criticism as was justifiable and constructive might with
advantage have been postponed until the epidemic had abated, although,
of course, positive and helpful suggestions on the prevention of disease
are always appreciated.

3. As is well known, the outbreak resulted in the first Public
Inquiry ever held in this Country under such circumstances, which
Inquiry opened before the epidemic had ceased. The proceedings and
findings of the Inquiry have been made public, but it will be for the future
to judge whether the immense amount of time, work and money involved
justified this form of investigation, or whether the results might not have
been equally well achieved, much more simply, by other and less costly
procedure.

PARATYPHOID FEVER.

There were two notifications of paratyphoid fever received during
the year, in addition to the 3 cases notified as typhoid and subsequently
found to be paratyphoid fever. The cases were distributed throughout
the year and over the District.

Four cases were removed to Hospital, 2 to the Wandle Valley
Isolation Hospital where, unfortunately, one case terminated fatally.

In no case was the source of the infection discovered.

SCARLET FEVER.

As was anticipated in the last Report, after three years of increased
incidence a distinet fall in the number of cases can be reported, only
62 having been notified, compared with 117, 124 and 119 in the previous
three vears.

As waves of this disease have occurred at intervals of about seven
vears, it is hoped that even lower figures will be recorded during the
next few years.

As in 1934 and 1936, Coulsdon West was the Ward most affected,
hence the proportion of cases treated in Hospital was again relatively
high, a total of 50 cases being admitted during the year.

Four cases occurred in the Mental Hospitals.

Just over half the cases were in persons not in attendance at school,
and a high proportion of these had probably contracted the disease
outside the District. The influence of contact at school was negligible,
only 3 cases having possibly been infected in this way. Three cases
were ‘' Return Cases " following the discharge from Hospital of patients
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still carrying the disease, while one person developed scarlet fever after
nursing a relation with the disease at home.

Apart from this case, there were only 3 other instances in which
more than one member of the household was affected, one of these being
included in the 8 ** Return Cases ' previously referred to, while the others
either contracted the disease from a common source or from the primary
case before its removal to hospital. Once again the policy of home
treatment in cases in which reasonable isolation can be maintained has
proved justifiable, and might be more generally adopted in the District.

The disease remained mild in type, no deaths having resulted in
the last 5 years, compared with 5 in the preceding ten vears.

ERVSIPELAS.

There were 14 notifications of erysipelas during the year as compared
with 12, 11 and 23 in the last three vears. Of these, 8 were patients
in the Mental Hospitals, the remaining 6 being unconnected cases scattered
over the District, of which 2 were admitted to hospital,

No deaths occurred.

PUERPERAL FEVER.

Five cases of puerperal fever and 2 of puerperal pyrexia were notified
during the year, as compared with an average of 1 case of each for the
past three years.

The increase was chiefly due to 4 cases of puerperal fever which
occurred in the practice of one midwife, who was found to be harbouring
the causal organisms (haemolytic streptococci), in her throat. Her
isolation was dealt with by the Surrey County Council as Supervising
Authority under the Midwives Act.

These 4 cases were transferred to Queen Charlotte’'s Hospital Iso-
lation Block, where they all recovered.

The other case of puerperal fever, which developed phlebitis, was
treated satisfactorily at the Wandle Valley Isolation Hospital. Un-
fortunately, in addition, a resident contracted puerperal fever, which
terminated fatally, during her confinement outside the District.

The two cases of puerperal pyrexia, each due to pyelitis (one also
having pleurisy), both recovered satisfactorily, one being treated at
home and the other at Redhill County Hospital.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Only one case was notified, which did not require' removal to Hos-
pital, the child recovering without impairment of vision. .
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POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS AND POLIO-MYELITIS.

Two cases of polio-encephalitis and 3 of polio-myelitis were notified
during the year, this being the highest number experienced in any one
vear since the formation of the District, the previous highest being
2 in 1932.

The first case with cerebral symptoms, occurred in April in an adult
resident who was in a London Hospital, following an abdominal oper-
ation, and unfortunately ended fatally. As the patient had been in
Hospital three weeks before developing symptoms, the disease may
have been contracted outside the Urban District.

The other cerebral case in a young adult unfortunately followed
a verv rapid course and proved fatal in another London Hospital.
Strangely enough a case of polio-myelitis had occurred in the same
household less than three years previously.

The 3 cases of polio-myelitis occurred in August and September,
2 being in the Coulsdon West Ward. Of these cases, 2 were treated
at a London Hospital, and 1 at the Wandle Valley Isolation Hospital.
Both of the former developed paralysis, and are still receiving treatment.
These cases coincided with a wave of the disease which occurred chiefly
in South-East England and, as is usual in such outbreaks, it is probable
that a number of mild cases were not recognised. One such case, also
in the Coulsdon West Ward, presented itself at a Child Welfare Centre
having received no treatment during the acute stage, which was con-
sidered to be due to a cold. The resultant paralysis is still receiving
treatment through the Child Welfare Scheme.

PNEUMONIA.

There were 30 notifications of acute primary or influenzal pneumonia
during the year, as compared with 13, 32 and 30 in the past three years,
but 20 of these related to inmates of the Mental Hospitals. The remaining
10 cases were chiefly in the Sanderstead Ward.

No cases were removed to the Isolation Hospital.

The number of deaths registered as occurring from all forms of
pneumonia was 16 as compared with 18 in the preceding year.

DYSENTERY, Erc.

Although several waves of gastro-enteritis were experienced in the
District during the vear, including two in the Autumn in which a number
of children had quite sharp attacks with pyrexia, and blood and mucus
in the stools, only one case of dvsentery was notified. Unfortunately,
the baby in question died in hospital without confirmation of the diagnosis
by bacteriological examination.
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One of the waves of gastro-enteritis preceded and another coincided
with the outbreak of typhoid, but clinical diagnosis was facilitated as
almost all cases of the latter commenced with constipation, diarrhoea
developing at a much later stage.

An investigation into a comparatively mild, though fairly wide-
spread outbreak of gastro-enteritis in a large private school in the District
earlier in the year suggested that the infection was probably air-borne,
being from boy to boy rather than from a common source, a feature
which repeated itself in later outbreaks. Unfortunately no bacterio-
logical findings are available, and owing to the short length of illness
in most cases, specimens were not easily obtainable. In view of the
number of cases of dysentery found in surrounding Districts, however,
it is probable that a number of cases of unrecognised dysentery due to
Sonne’s dysentery bacillus were included in the local outbreaks.

THE CONTROIL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

While a perusal of the foregoing will illustrate the place of isolation,
disinfection, ete., in the limitation of infectious disease, only 4 secondary
cases having occurred in the same houses as primary cases during the
year, it is increasingly appreciated how inadequate these measures
invariably are. With diseases such as diphtheria, in which a definite
proportion of the general population are carrying virulent germs, although
apparently healthy, segregation of those suffering from the disease can
only be partially successful in preventing its spread. It is this factor
which has made the recent wave of scarlet fever so difficult to control,
mild and missed cases with inconclusive symptoms, e.g., streptococcal
infections causing no rash, being potential sources of infection.

One of the measures in which most hope for the future lies is
artificial immunisation. Unfortunately in a number of diseases the
immunising agent has yet to be discovered ; in others the number of
different strains of the causal organism increases the difficulty of immun-
ising ; in vet others the immunity which can be created artificially is
so short lived as to make the question of the general use of such
measures doubtful or unwise. Diphtheria immunisation has now been
widely used for vears, is very effective, and usually lasts for a considerable
time, hence, especially as the disease which is thus prevented or reduced
in severity is normally a very serious infection, the question of accepting
the free treatment offered to all pre-school children should be very
carefully considered by all parents.

IMMUNISATION.
At the present time the facilities at the local Immunisation Clinics
are limited to inoculation for the prevention of diphtheria. Arrange-
ments are still in force whereby cases in which there are special reasons
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for immunisation against measles, whooping cough, or scarlet fever
may be referred to the Centre at Great Ormond Street Hospital by the
Medical Officer of Health, but no applications were received during the
vear for cases wishing to avail themselves of these arrangements.

The local Diphtheria Immunisation Clinics commenced activity in
April, 1937, sessions being held at 69, Brighton Road, Purley, and at
the Baptist Hall, Selsdon, as and when required. No attempts whatever
have been made to persuade parents to have their children immunised,
propaganda being limited to the circulation during health visitation
or attendance at the Centres, of a pamphlet briefly stating the case for
diphtheria immunisation and the local arrangements. To date it has
been possible to give definite appointments to all cases and the arrange-
ments have been much appreciated by those who have attended.
Treatment is provided free of charge to all children who on application
are under 5 vears of age, but in the case of older children a charge of
6d. is made for the initial test, and if further treatment is required, a
total charge of 5s. Od. is made, which covers the cost of the materials
if a sufficient number of children can be treated at a time.

The only prophvlactic used has been Toxoid-Antitoxin Floccules
(T.A.F.), which has the great advantage not only of producing a high
defree of immunity with a low relapse rate, but the minimum of reaction
in the recipient. None of the cases treated in 1937 complained of any
thing which could be associated with the injection worse than a slight
local soreness on the day of treatment, while the vast majority noticed
nothing more than the slight prick of the needle. Injections are given
at intervals of from two to four weeks, and the result is tested by the
Schick Test at least three months after the final injection.

The following Table shows the numbers treated from April to
December, 1937 :—-

Number of sessions = b e T .
Number subjected to pnl.uﬂ.r}r Schick Test .. 3 L e OB
Number found positive A L i i R, AP
Total number of cases treated )
Number who had received the full course by Demmber Elst Iﬂﬂ'f —_

Aged 1 to § years gk 38
Aged 5 vears and over i Y 13
Number subsequently tested by Sc-l:uck Test . g = SR 1
Number found positive - e i o 1
Number found negative . e i i o 50
Number awaiting Schick Test S o b ks .o 46

It will be noted that all cases subjected to the primary Schick Test
were found positive. These included 2 children who had previously
received the “ one shot " form of inoculation, the after effects of which
should always be tested. It is considered that the numbers so far
tested are too small to justify the abandonment of the primary test
in children over 5 vears of age,
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Only one child was definitely positive three months or more after
treatment. This child had only been given two injections of T.A.F. as
he had received the ‘' one shot " treatment twenty-one months before
presenting himself at the Clinic. A further dose has since been given, the
result of which will be tested later. There were in addition a few infants
in whom the subsequent test was not too satisfactory owing to their
youthful energy at the time of injection. In these cases the parents
have been advised to return for a further test before the children
commence school.

The 97 children receiving treatment came from various parts of the
District as indicated by the following Table :—

Coulsdon East aia ke T -
Coulsdon West i s v, B
Kenley and Whyteleafe etk Lo |
Porley .. i 2 Fip
Sanderstead - - L i R
Selsdon .. ¥ 47

To date but little appreciation of this facility has been exhibited
in Coulsdon, Purley and Woodcote.

The doctors practising in the District have been asked to co-operate
by forwarding information of cases immunised privately, and in return
have been offered serum at reduced rates. No records have been re-
ceived, however, since the establishment of the Clinics, nor have
applications been made for serum, probably due to the fact that very
little immunisation has been done in this way during the vear.

NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The group of non-notifiable Infectious Diseases, with the exception
of influenza, caused no deaths during 1937, which was a very mild vear
as far as these diseases were concerned.

Apart from the death-returns, the omly information as to the
presence of outbreaks of non-notifiable Infectious Disease are the returns
received from the public elementary schools.

As judged by these, the incidence of these diseases were as follows :—

MEASLES.—Only occasional cases occurred until June and July, when
there was an outbreak in Sanderstead and Smithambottom, 49 cases being
notified. In the remaining months of the year only 2 cases were notified.

GERMAN MEASLES.—Very few cases were notified.

WHOOPING COUGH.—No cases were noted in the first three months
of the year; the following three months produced 20 cases, the majority
in Sanderstead, while in the last four months 16 cases were notified, chiefly
in Coulsdon and Old Coulsdon.

MUMPS.—Altogether 23 cases were notified, 12 of which oceurred in
January, chiefly in Coulsdon. The remainder were scattered over the District
and throughout the year.

CHICKEN POX.—Only 30 cases were notified, of which 14 oceurred
at Kenley in June. ‘The others were well distributed over the District, and
throughout the year.
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Home visitation anl exclusion from schoal are still the two chief
methods relied upon to postpone the onset until the most favourable
age is reached to stand the disease, but the possibility of modifying
me=asles on a wider scale by an injection shortly after exposure to infection
is becoming more practicable each wyear.

Treatment in hospital is provided for a limited number of cases,
and 1 case of measles, 1 of rubella and 2 of mumps were admitted to the
Isolation Hospital during the year under this arrangement, social or
physical complications being present. Occasionally in addition cases
are admitted to the County Hospitals.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The following Table presents concisely the position with regard to
tuberculosis in this District during 1937.

Pulmonary, Puimon ary. Torar.

| B T ML B, M. ¥,

Number on register, Ist January, 1937} 72 | &3 17 a2 80 | 105

AppiTions, 1937 :—

New cases notified .. s T G 1 i 18 25
Cases removed into District .. .| 12 | 11 $ | — | 15| n
Restored to register .. .. .| 8 | 2 o] e T
Totaladditions .. .. .3 (82| 5| oo | 38
Erxmovars, 1937 :— I |
Mgl 635008 col M6 Sz 32 VR ETME sl v fdl o 8
Removed from District e AT S R
Recovered .. PR e N R
Total removed from register .. ..| 20 | 3¢ | 6 | 9 | 35 | 43
st enfion | l
Number on register, 31st Dec., 1037..| 75 | 81 | 16 | 19 | 91 | 100

It will be noted that there were 43 new cases of tuberculosis notified
during the vear, as compared with 30, 35, 45 and 54 in the preceding
4 years.

The following Table shows the age-periods at which the notifications

and deaths occurred.
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|
NEw Casgs. ! DEATHS.
AGE PERIODS. Non- I Non-
Pulmonary| Pulmonary Pulmonary| Pulmonary
M, F. | M. F. | M F | M. F.
Uﬂder 1 j"'E-B.I s & w o wafl = e = - = B =
1 and under § .. i ] 185 | - - - - -11 . =
6 and under 10 e el = - - - | = - | = -
10 and under 15 2 wal = - - - | - - = -
15 and under 20 i i) bl 2l = o - | - -
20 and under 25 it | 6| 1 41 3 21 - -
25 and under 35 = ] W 6| - 211 3|l=- .. =
35 and under 45 - vs| & 3] - -1 3 1|= .. =
45 and under 55 o e 20 = -1 1| - . -
5 and under 65 e e Bl - | = - | 2 - -, -
G5 and over o e | - | = -| 3 - - . 1
TOTALS 17 1911 6 |14 T2 1

The new cases were distributed amongst the Wards as follows :—

‘Coulsdon Coulsdon, Sander- | Selsdon . Wood-
Localisation, | East West |Keuley| l’urley‘ stead & Farley cote

Pulmonary. . i U o 7 7 3 3
Non-
Pulmonary 1 - 2 - 3 1 =

While there was a slight increase in the new cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis, the case rate of 65 per 100,000 of population compares
very favourably with the average rates of 115 for 1915-24 and 88 for
1925-34. A similar tendency is exhibited in the non-pulmonary
tuberculosis case rate, which was 13 as compared with 15 and 18 in the
previous decades.

There were 2 fewer deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis than last
year, and the death rate fell to 39 per 100,000 of population, as compared
with 45 last year and averages of 72, 57, 36 and 38 for the four quin-
quennial periods 1915-34.

Similarly as only 2 deaths occurred from the non-pulmonary forms
of this disease the corresponding death rate was slightly less than 4
per 100,000 of population compared with 20, 9, 7 and 8 in the quin-
quennial periods.

Of the deaths which occurred from tuberculosis in 1937, 74 per cent.
were in previously mnotified cases. Of the remainder 3 were thought
to have been previously notified, 1 case was only confirmed after death,
1 case was notified in another district and not transferred, and in the
remaining case the doctor forgot to notify. The attention of medical
practitioners has been drawn to the necessity for early notification, and
all cases of failure to comply are followed up, appropriate action being
taken in each case.
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The Council has made arrangements for the examination, free of
charge, of sputa from cases, or suspected cases of tuberculosis, and
during the year 51 such examinations were made.

Visitation is also provided to prevent the spread of the disease
where possible by disinfection, removal of unhygienic conditions, etc.

Treatment for cases of tuberculosis is under the control of the Surrey
County Council, which provides both Dispensary and Sanatorium
treatment.

A Dispensary available for this District has been established at
Whytecliffe Road, Purley, where sessions are held on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th
and 5th Mondays in each month at 2.0 p.m., on the lst Monday at
5.30 p.m., and the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 10.0 a.m.

A Voluntary After-care Committee, towards which the Surrey
County Council makes a pro-rata contribution, serves the Purley Dis-
pensary area which extends beyond the Urban District boundary. The
Committee does very useful work in helping individual cases and their
dependants. The Council is represented thereon by the Medical Officer
of Health.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, SECTION 172.

Proceedings to secure the compulsory removal to hospital of a person
suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis and living under circumstances
likely to cause serious risk of infection, were authorised by the Council
on one occasion during the vear, but the person removed from the
District before further action could be taken.

PUBLIC HEALTH (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATIONS, 1925.

No action was required during the year under the powers conferred
by the above Regulations in respect of tuberculous employees in the
milk trade.

AMBULANCES.

For InFEcTIOUS DIsSEASE CAsEs.—Two motor ambulances have been
provided by the Wandle Valley Joint Hospital Board for the removal
of infectious disease cases to Hospital, and these are likely to be replaced
by new models during 1938, Use is made of ambulances provided by
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the London County Council for the removal of puerperal fever cases
to Queen Charlotte’s Isolation Block.

For AccipExT AND GENERAL Cases.—The Council has provided
three motor ambulances for the removal of accident and general cases.
These ambulances are under the control of the Fire Superintendent.
Special facilities are provided for the conveyance of maternity cases
resident in this Urban District, (other than Public Assistance cases),
whose confinements have been dealt with under the Council’s Maternity
and Child Welfare Scheme, to any hospital approved by the Medical
Officer of Health.

HOSPITALS.

InFEcTIOUS Di1sEASES.—This Council is one of the Constituent
Authorities forming the Wandle Valley Joint Hospital Board, and cases
of infectious disease (other than small pox) in this District are admitted
to the Board's Hospital at Beddington Corner.

Building extensions commenced in 1936, but fortunately these
have not vet been required, as to date no additional accommodation is
available.

Smari, Pox.—Under an arrangement with the Surrey County Council,
cases of small pox from this area are admitted to the Small Pox Hospital
at Clandon.

GENERAL HospiTaLs.—The Croydon General Hospital and the
Purley War Memorial Hospital receive patients from this area, but a
large number of residents receive treatment at London Hospitals.

County Hospirars.—Patients from this area are chiefly admitted
to the County Hospitals at Redhill, Kingston and Epsom.

MATERNITY HoSPITAL AccomMMopATION.—The Council has an
arrangement with the Purley War Memorial Hospital whereby the
Council has the call on three beds. If accommodation permits additional
cases can be admitted. While under this Scheme 61 cases were confined
at this Hospital during the year 1937, an additional 21 cases were
admitted to Queen Charlotfe’s ‘Hospital, London.

A number of cases from this area are confined at the County Hospital,
Redhill. Reference is made in the section on Maternity and Child
Welfare to the need for extending the matemity accommodation available
to the District.
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BACTERIOLOGICAL WORK.

The examination of swabs for diphtheria and sputa for tuberculosis
is carried out by the Medical Superintendent at the Wandle Valley
Isolation Hospital, and during the year the following number of specimens
were examined :—

Swabs for diphtheria e .. 161
Sputa for tuberculosis v .+ Bl

In addition an arrangement exists whereby other specimens, the
examination of which is of importance to the Public Health, are examined
by the Pathologist to the Croyvdon General Hospital. Under this
arrangement the following numbers of specimens were examined during

1937 .(—

Cerebro-spinal fluid .. o i 1

Blood—Widal test .. LY wre. . b

Urine and faeces for Typhoid " 10
DISINFECTION.

The disinfection of bedding, etc., is undertaken by the Wandle
Valley Isolation Hospital Board, while the disinfection of premises is
carried out by the Officers of the Public Health Department.

For the convenience of ratepavers, this Council has decided to
provide for disinfection even when this is not essential in the interests
of public health, but in these cases a charge will be made of 10s. 0d.
per load of bedding, etc., 5s. 0d. for the first room, and 2s. 6d. for each
additional room disinfected at the same time.

During the year the following disinfections were carried out :—

Free of cost. Charged for,
Loads of bedding, ete. .. 165 o ]
Houses disinfected i 170 v L

HEALTH PROPAGANDA.

During the year several forms of Health propaganda were intro-
duced, the Council co-operating with the National and Surrey County
Health Campaigns which were launched in the Autumn.

As it is very difficult to attract an audience to public meetings
in this District, the campaign was limited to approaching school
children, mothers at Infant Welfare Centres, and such voluntary
organisations as desired speakers on health topics.

The children over 11 vears of age attending most of the public
elementary and secondary schools in the District attended two displays
of health films at one of the local Cinemas during the closing months
of the year. Unfortunately none of the private schools availed them-
selves of the opportunity to attend. While these displays were successful
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in many ways, the routine use of the cinematograph in schools, with the
inclusion of suitable health films, would probably prove of greater
value and less costly, with less disorganisation and risk of infection.

Similarly, displays at the Infant Welfare Centres such as were given
at all Centres during the winter months, would probably prove more
acceptable if introduced as a regular part of the programme at the
Centres. Undoubtedly there are great possibilities in the use of the
film for health education, and such money as is available could well
be spent on the production of more films dealing with specific health
questions in a modern and attractive manner. The posters and other
printed matter produced for the National Campaign to encourage the
wider use of the Health Services were not appreciated in this District.

A local edition of * Better Health,” a monthly magazine containing
a foreword written or arranged by the Medical Officer of Health, the
inset of which is produced by the Central Council for Health Education,
has been distributed throughout the District since November, 1937.
Some 2,000 copies are issued locally each month, but the value of this
form of propaganda in the District has vet to he estimated.

Several voluntary societies included health topics in their Winter
programmes, and it is hoped that this practice will continue,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The Council is responsible for the Maternity and Child Welfare work
in this District, and in its endeavour to minimise the risks of childbirth
and to secure the healthy development of all children born or residing
in the area, the following measures are taken :—

ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.

The first Ante-natal Clinic was established by the Council in June,
1931. Since then an increasing number of sessions has been required,
and these are now held from 2.30 to 4.0 p.m. at :—

(a) 69, Brighton Road, Purley, on the first, second and fourth Monday in
each month.

(4) The Methodist Church, Sylverdale Road, Purley, on the first and third
Wednesday in each month.

(¢) The Baptist Church, Addington Road, Selsdon, on the second Wednesday
in each month.

It will be seen from the following tabular statement of attendances
that 214 new ante-natal cases presented themselves during 1937, as
compared with 243, 180, 143 and 114 in the preceding four vears. This
suggests that in approximately 30 per cent. of the total births (live
and still) registered as belonging to the Urban District, the mothers
had previously been examined under the Council's Scheme, the figures
for the preceding vears being 36, 29, 23 and 22 per cent.
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ATTENDANCES AT ANTE-NaTar Criwics, 1937.

Number Allendances. | Average
CLINICS, o Sessions, | glifendance
regisier. | New cases.| Totlal. per session,
69, BRIGHTON ROAD,
PURLEY (prior to
12.7.37 at the Meth-
odist Ch., Coulsdon).
Ante-natal .. 157 108 503
Post-natal .. 43 — G511
Gynaecological 4 1 4
Individuals .. 160 109 847
| 32 20.8
MeTHonist HaLL, | |
SYLVERDALE Roab,
PrurrLEY Ante-natal 0k 62 301
Post-natal .. a6 4 51
Gynaecological ] 5 [V
Individuals .. B8 Tl 408
24 17.0
Barrist Harrn, App-
INGTON ED., SELSDON
Ante-natal .. 47 34 | 138
Post-natal .. 23 e | 32
Gynaecological —_— —_ _—
Individuals .. 47 34 170
12 14.2
Ar1l CENTRES
Ante-natal .. 283 204 1082
Post-natal .. 102 4 133
Gynaecological 10 (i 10
Individuals .. 205 214 1225
(i) 18.0

The chief purpose of these Clinics is to ensure that those prospective
mothers who would not otherwise obtain supervision during the Ante-
natal period by a qualified medical practitioner can secure this service.
The result is that almeost all cases which attend are subsequently confined
by midwives in their own homes or at Purley Hospital, or are admitted
to Queen Charlotte’s or the County Hospital, Redhill. In the latter
cases much closer supervision is possible, and at less inconvenience than
would occur if the patient had to travel to London or Redhill for ante-
natal treatment.

Efforts were made during the year to secure much closer co-
operation between the various agencies concerned, and with the advent
of a recognised midwifery service covering the whole district, the Clinics
will continue to provide a most useful service, although the numbers
attending may not greatly increase. Complicated cases are referred
to their own doctors or to the Council’s Obstetric Specialists when this
is desirable in the interests of the patient.
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Ante-natal mothers continue to be supplied with free cow’s milk
if the financial circumstances warrant this action, while dental treatment
is also arranged, if necessary at reduced cost. The supply of sterilised
dressings on similar terms was introduced during the year.

Posr-Nartar, Crinic.

In July the first session of what has been termed the Post-natal
Clinic was held at 69, Brighton Road, Purley. The purpose underlying
the establishment of this Clinic is to encourage all mothers who would
not otherwise secure a post-natal examination by a doctor to do so.
One examination is desirable at the end of the lying-in period by the doctor
attending at the confinement, and another at about six weeks after
the birth has occurred. If all the mothers who attend the Ante-natal
Clinics re-attend after their confinements, the Ante-natal Clinics
would become overcrowded, hence the special Post-natal Clinic
was started. The numbers expected only justified one session per
month, viz., the third Monday in each month. In practice, while the
majority of post-natal cases arrive on that day, as is desirable, others
can attend only at the normal ante-natal sessions. This is counter-
balanced by some ante-natal mothers attending at the Post-natal
Clinic. Fundamentally, the anomaly which appears to exist in the
following Table of attendances relates only to the nomenclature of the
Clinics. The chief thing is to see that all cases are properly examined
post-natally, and thus avoid the inconvenience and suffering which
has often in the past resulted from neglect following childbirth.

During the year a total of 107 cases who had previously attended
the Antemnatal Clinics attended post-natally, i.e., 41 per cent. of the
average number of new Ante-natal cases in 1936-7.

Where necessary, appliances are supplied to post-natal mothers,
a reduced charge being made if this is indicated.

Cases requiring special treatment are referred either to their own
doctors, or to the Specialists at Croydon or at one of the London
Hospitals.

PosT-NaTta1l, CLiNic,
(Established 19th July, 1937).

Attendances. Average

Sessions, allendance

New cases. Total. Per Eession,
Post-matal .. 1 22
Ante-natal .. 11 53
Gynaecological 1 i
Individuals .. 13 80

L] 13.3
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(IBSTETRIC SPECIALISTS.

In March, 1934, the Council appointed as Obstetric Specialists to
the Council Mr. Leslie Williams and Mr. Joseph Wrigley, both of whom
are specialists in this work attached to London Hospitals. In Now-
ember, 1937, a third name was added, viz., Mr. Douglas Lindsay.

The services of these Specialists are available for advice, and, if
necessary, treatment in anyv case in which obstetrical difficulty is
anticipated or realised, or puerperal fever or pyrexia develops, in any
ratepayer in the District. In practice they are only called in to cases
in which the full normal fee of a Specialist cannot be afforded. Except
in the case of persons admitted to Purley Hospital, the Council reserves
the right to recover from the family part, or all, of the cost involved.

During the year one or other of the Specialists was called in for
consultation on 5 occasions, and subsequently required to operate on
2 cases.

MATERNITY CASES.

During the vear the number of maternity cases admitted for their
confinement to Purley Hospital under the Council’s Scheme fell from
an average of 84 in the three preceding years to 61. This reduction
was due to outbreaks of “ pemphigus neonatorum,” which necessitated
the closure of the ward on more than one occasion.

The Hospital is situated just within the boundary of the County
Borough of Croyvdon, and hence its supervision as a Maternity Home
15 the responsibility of the Medical Officer of Health for that area.

The Council has the call on 3 of the 6 maternity beds in this Hospital,
but for several vears this accommodation has been recognised as being
inadequate, and during the vear 21 cases were sent to Queen Charlotte’s,
while 18 cases were admitted to the County Hospital, Redhill.

A uniform charge is made for conveyance by ambulance to any
of these hospitals of matemnity cases whose confinements are arranged
through the Council’s Scheme, and, on and after the 1st April, 1938,
this will be 5s. Od. per case. Similarly a uniform charge is made for
maintenance and treatment in both Purley Hospital and Queen
Charlotte's Hospital, while the County Council's charge for treatment
in Redhill varies with the means of the patient’s family,

Unfortunately it has proved impossible to provide further accom-
modation locally owing to the contemplated provision by the Surrey
County Council of 68 matemity beds at the St. Helier's Public Health
Hospital, the foundation stone of which was laid in March, 1938. Mean-
while the Purley Hospital Committee are appealing for {45,000 for
extensions at the Hospital to include a new Maternity Block containing
12 beds.
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In addition to the abovementioned accommodation there are 3
private Maternity Homes at present in the Urban District.

MipwivEs AcTs.

It is probable that the pressure on the maternity accommodation
available for the District will be relieved to some extent by the application
of the Midwives Act, 1936. Following prolenged negotiation, it was
eventually decided that the Council, acting as Agents for the County
Council, should appoint two Midwives to serve the Sanderstead/Selsdon
and Purley/Kenley areas. In addition, the Coulsdon Nursing Association
has appointed one of its nurses specifically for midwifery. The Council's
Midwives were appointed in December, 1937, and it is hoped that, working
in close co-operation with each other, and the other branches of the
Maternity and Child Welfare scheme, the present team of three midwives
approved by the County Council will increase the co-ordination and
usefulness of the scheme.

There are, in addition, 10 midwives practising privately in the Urban
District.

Unfortunately the application made by the Council at the end
of 1936 for supervisory powers under the Midwives Acts was again
refused. The anomaly of the position is increased now that two-thirds
of the approved Midwives are directly employed by this Council.

Home HELPS.

The Council has made arrangements for the supply of Home
Helps in necessitous cases, and during the year 35 cases were assisted
in this way, this being 10 more than in either of the preceding two years.

BirTH CONTROL.

Cases in which advice on Birth Control is considered desirable on
medical grounds by the doctors at the Clinics, are referred to the Croydon
Mothers’ and Infants’ Welfare Association Clinic in Croydon.

An annual grant is made by the Council in return for which any

necessitous residents so referred are provided with advice, etc., at
reduced charges.

HEALTH VISITATION,
Since May, 1935, the Council has employed three Health Visitors,
who work under the supervision of the Medical Officer of Health.
As was anticipated in the Annual Report for 1936, the total number
of visits paid by the Health Visitors decreased from 7,695 in 1936, to
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6,954 in 1937. This fall is partly due to fewer visits being required to
cases of infectious disease, other than tuberculosis. The chief cause,
however, and the one which will continue to influence the number of
visits in the future, is the increased number of fixed appointments
which the Health Visitors have to keep. As compared with mid-1936,
the Sanderstead and Old Coulsdon Centres, together with the Post-
natal and Immunisation Clinics, absorb no less than 9 extra sessions a
month, hence the time available for visitation has been greatly reduced.
This year the effect has been to reduce the average number of re-visits
to children under one vear of age from 3.3 re-visits per child to 2.5 re-
visits, while children from 1 to 5 years have received 1.8 visits as
compared with 2.1 visits in 1936. The percentage of births visited
has also been reduced from 93 per cent. in 1935 and 1936, to 90 per cent.
in 1937.

These reductions are not in themselves of vital importance provided
that fewer visits are only paid to those families least needing visitation.
They reveal an inevitable interim stage in a rapidly developing district
such as this. As, however, the number of births each year steadily
increases, while there is a tendency for more rather than fewer fixed
appointments, the time is rapidly approaching when the services of
a fourth Health Visitor will be required if the standard of work is not
to fall below that desirable for this District.

Visirs PAID BY HEALTH VISITORS.

G633 first visits to babies
1,607 visits to babies under one year
3,905 visits to children from one to five years
241 Ante-natal visits
137 first visits
104 re-visits
115 visits to cases of tuberculosis—
69 first visits
46 re-visits
visit to a case of mumps
first visits to cases of chicken pox
visits to cases of whooping cough—
30 first visits
11 re-visits
visits to cases of measles—
7 first visits
1 re-visit
investigations of cases of ophthalmia neonatorum
investigations of cases of puerperal fever
investigations of cases of puerperal pyrexia
16 investigations of infant deaths
14 investigations of cases of stillbirths
357 miscellaneous visits

(< — ]

Le-R- ) 2

6,004 .. ToTaL.
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INFANT WELFARE CENTRES.

Six Infant Welfare Centres have been established by the Council,
which are held from 2.30-—4 p.m. at the following places .(—

Methodist Church, Brighton Road, Coulsdon .. Every Thursday.

Church of St. Francis, Rickman Hill, Coulsdon .. Every Tuesday.

Church Hall, Bradmore Green, Old Coulsdon .. 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
in each month,

Methodist Church, Sylverdale Road, Purley .. Every Friday.

Baptist Church, Addington Road, Selsdon .. Every Monday.

Congregational Church, Sanderstead Hill, Sander- lst and 3rd Thursdays
stead .. s i i in each month.

This is the first complete vear for the Sanderstead Centre, while
the Old Coulsdon Centre was established in October, 1937. Both have
amply justified their existence as judged by the attendances to date.
It is unlikely that further Centres will be required for some time, although
the popularity of the Selsdon and Brighton Road Centres is resulting
in average attendances which will have to be watched. The average
number of children attending at Selsdon is still the highest, although
it has fallen slightly from 81 to 79 per session, whereas Brighton Road
has increased from 69 to 75. The Rickman Hill average has also
increased from 56 to 64, and the Kenley Centre from 53 to 59. Each
of these four Centres is held weekly, the doctor attending twice a month.
In the next financial year it is anticipated that more frequent attendances
by the doctor will be arranged at Brighton Road and Selsdon. The
Old Coulsdon and Sanderstead Centres are only held twice a month, a
docter being present on each occasion, and these had an average attendance
of 42 and 49 respectively. The total attendance for all Centres increased
from 12,519 to 14,658, this being exactly double the total for 1932 ;
similarly there were 92 more new cases in 1937 than in 1936. The
increase in new cases was most marked at Brighton Road with 26
additional new cases, whereas Selsdon had 12 fewer new cases than in
1936, suggesting that the maximum effect of the new building in that
part of the District has already been experienced.
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A review of the work of the Infant Welfare Centres was made
during the year for the purpose of assessing the degree of success achieved
in furthering the objects of the Centres, i.e., firstly medical supervision
of the children from birth to school age, and secondly, the education
of the parents.

The numerical results are as follows :—

Approximately two-thirds of the children under school age in the
Urban District attend one of the Centres at least once before reaching
the age of 5 vears, but upon analysis of several hundred cases, it is found
that of the two-thirds who do attend

12%, do not attend when 0-1 years old.

280"‘.’& LTS i [ B ]—2 B 5
LY 2 os vt AR
¢ L AR o7 P
B3% ol s 4=D

Of those who continue to attend, on the average
those (-1 years old attend 19 times per annum and see the Doctor 4.6 times.
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It will be noted that whereas nearly two-thirds of the children
attend as babies, after the age of three vears only about one-third of
the group are still attending. In other words, about half the attenders
drop off after the age of 3 years, or are absent for a whole year at a time,
and the Doctor is often not seen even when they are attending.

In view of this tendency, which is not peculiar to this District, it
is possible that in the next financial vear new methods will be used to
encourage the attendance of toddlers, or, at least, to assess the importance
of their regular attendance.

With regard to the educational side of the Infant Welfare work,
attempts have been made to render this more effective, especially as
applied to group education. The less expensive forms of propaganda
such as posters and literature will continue to be used. A previous
impression that Talks to Mothers are comparatively valueless, unless
the children can be accommodated in another room, has rather been
confirmed than otherwise. The use of the Cinematograph has been
experimented with in connection with the Health Campaign reported
upon elsewhere. The results were definitely promising, especially in
certain Centres. If the initial expense of a projector ever becomes
justified by reason of its use in other sections of the Council’s activities, -
the institution of regular film displays at the Centres would probably
be well worth while, if only to encourage a wider view of the purpose
of the Centres.
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No alteration in the staffing of the existing Centres was made during
‘he year. Dr. G. M. Archer has undertaken the duties of Consultant
at the new Centre at Old Coulsdon,

THe Provision ofF MILK AND SPECIALIST TREATMENT.

During the vear 89 cases in which the parents were known to be in
necessitous circumstances and the children in need of milk, were provided
with a supply of milk, delivered to their homes, free or at a reduced
price, the expense being borne by the Council. This was a decrease
of 1 case on 1936.

Whilst throughout the District the children are, generally speaking,
well nourished, and in many cases above the average development,
there are in attendance at each Centre children who hear witness tothe
impoverished condition of their homes. In the majority of these cases
the child has shown great improvement as the result of this provision
of extra nourishment. A few cases, however, have shown that the
provision of milk is not the only need.

During the vear 21 cases were referred to hospitals from the Centres,
15 being from Brighton Road Centre. Of these, 158 were referred to Purley
Hospital for minor operations (16), Ultra Violet Rayv treatment (1),
or massage (1) ; while 3 attended Croydon General Hospital, in 2 cases
for orthopaedic treatment and one for the treatment of naevi.

A number of cases were also referred to their own doctors for treat-
ment.

These numbers remain low, however, thanks to the appreciation
of the fact that the Child Welfare Centres are not for the treatment of
the sick, but for periodical examination and observation of the apparently
healthy child in order to detect any minor defects, or detrimental ten-
dencie~, and for instruction on how to rear children along sound lines.

While the agreement with the Crovdon General Hospital for the
treatment of cases suffering from, or liable to develop, deafness, has
remained in force, no cases have had to be referred for such treatment
for the third year in succession. This would appear to be due to the
securing of prompt and efficient treatment in the early stages through
the family doctor or other agency.

The scheme for the dental treatment of ante-natal and nursing
mothers-and children under 5 years of age, which was launched in 1934,
again increased both in efficiency and popularity.

During the year 69 cases were treated by those Dental Surgeons:
in the District who had signified their willingness to serve under the
scheme, as compared with 45 and 33 in the preceding vears.

While the scheme remains slightly ponderous and rather more
expensive for the individual than could be desired, treatment is now
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commenced much more expeditiously than hitherto owing to the
application of an income scale permitting agreements being entered
into immediately the estimates of the Dental Surgeons are received.

The numbers treated to date hardly justify other arrangements
as yet, the present scheme appearing to be the best that can be evolved
to deal with the demand so far experienced in this District.

DAY NURSERIES.

There are two Day Nurseries maintained in this District chiefly
by wvoluntary subscriptions, but towards each of which the Council
makes an annual grant equivalent to approximately one-third of the
total cost of the Day Nurseries.

The Purleyv Dayv Nursery has now accommodation for an average
of 33 children, while the Coulsdon Day Nurserv can take an average
of 23. The total attendances during 1937 were 5,391 and 6,471
respectively.

For the population of the District, such accommodation is relatively
high as compared with the Country as a whole, but hoth Nurseries do
very useful work. It is recognised, however, that compared with other
forms of Infant Welfare work, apart from residential treatment, the
provision of Nurseries is much the most expensive tvpe of work under-
taken or subsidised by the Council. There is also a divergence of opinion
as to how far mothers should be encouraged to leave their homes in
order, usually, to supplement the family income. Undoubtedly there
are few, if any, of those now using the Nurseries who do not definitely
need to provide or augment their incomes. At the same time there
are approximately 138 mothers resident in the Urban District with
children under 5 years of age now going out to work, hence the necessity
for providing more accommodation requires consideration, but would
not appear to be extremely urgent.

In view of the fact that the Surrey County Council as Educational
Authority has had under consideration the provision of Nursery Classes
at the schools in the District, it has not been considered advisable to
vary the grants made by the Council during the current year.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

The Health Visitors are all recognised Infant Life Protection Officers.

During the year 23 foster mothers have been under supervision,
37 children being distributed amongst the Homes, 7 of which Homes
were entered on the register for the first time during the vear.

During the same period, 2 foster mothers removed from the District,
while 4 registrations were cancelled, 3 by request, and 1 owing to the
unsuitability of the Howme. .
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These Homes, which include 2 Boarding Schools accommodating
children under 9 years of age, were distributed as follows :--

Coulsdon . . T
0ld Coulsdon 1
Kenley 4
FPurley .. [
Selsdon .. 4
Purley Oaks 1

23

HOUSING.

1f this Report is compared with its predecessors it will be noted that,
while the number of houses inspected during the year is not quite so
high as last vear, it is far in excess of that for 1935. In the latter year
331 inspections were made, compared with 924 in 1936 and 824 in 1937.

The chief reasons for these increases were the additional visits
required, originally to detect any overcrowding which existed, as
required by the Housing  Act, 1935, and latterly to ascertain the
maximum numbers of persons which could reside in the houses suitable
for accommodating members of the working classes in the District, in
order that the ascertained figures could be inserted in the rent books,
as required by the Housing Act, 1936, sec. 62.

This information has now been supplied as affecting approximately
one-half of such houses, and as a good proportion of the remainder are
owner occupied houses in which there is little desire to ascertain the
maximum figures, less time will be required in future in dealing with
this aspect of the work. There i1s, however, a reluctance on the part
of a number of owners to insert the maximum number on account of the
permitted standard being lower than that generally accepted and
desirable in a District such as this. It is feared that tenants will thereby
be encouraged to increase the number of occupants to that permitted
by the Act.

In view of the fact that the majority of the houses in the District
are good class dwellings in very good condition, about 60 per cent.
having been built in the last 16 vears, the task of relieving overcrowding
has been a light one locally, while no slums or undue congestion of property
exist with which to deal.

In the original survey for overcrowding 21 cases were detected, and
by the end of 1936 only 6 of these, or others found subsequently, remained
for attention. During 1937, an additional 4 cases were discovered and
5 relieved, hence there were still 5 remaining cases in 4 premises at the
end of the vear requiring attention, none of which related to property
owned by the Council. Two of these cases were the remnants of the
original cases, but one of them is a case which, after relief, became again
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overcrowded owing to a child attaining the age of 10 years. The owner
occupier has since been granted a licence permitting the present number

of occupants to continue in residence for one vear.

case remains unrelieved at present.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

1. InspECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR —

(1) (a) Total number of houses inspected for housing defects

(under Public Health or Housing Acts)
(h) Number of inspections made for the purpose

(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-head

(3)

(4)

(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human
habitation ..

Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred to

under the preceding sub-head) found mnot to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation

REMEDY OF DIEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF

ForMar NOTICES —

(a)

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action by the Local Authority or their
Officers

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE VEAR (—

Proceedings under sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs 24 .
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered ﬁt
after service of formal notices :—
(@) By owners ..
(b) By Local ﬁuthuntx in default -:Jf owners
Proceedings under the Public Health Acts . —
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied
(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—
(a) By owners ..
() By Local Authority in default Uf OWRers

44

The other original

824
S44

54
60

954
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Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,

1936 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made :

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders i o 5

Proceedings under section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were made

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms

in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been rendered fit

Housmic Acr, 1936, Part IV—OVERCROWDING —

(@)

(&)

(e)

()

({) Number of dwelling houses overcrowded at end of
year k. 3 it
(#1) Number of families dwelling therein
(¢#{) Number of persons dwelling therein

Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the
vear

(i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during vear
(##) Number of persons concerned in such cases

Particulars of any cases in which dwelling houses have
again become overcrowded after the Local Authority has
taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding.

Case (1) Overcrowding was abated by parents voluntarily
obtaining other accommodation for a number
of their children. Later all the children returned
and the Council decided to provide them with a
suitable house so soon as one became available,
but at the end of the year no such house had
become available. The family has since removed
from the district.

Case (2) Occupier abated overcrowding by similar means
to those set out above, but the house again
became overcrowded by reason of one child
attaining the age of 10 years. This case was
receiving the attention of the Council at the end
of the year, and a licence has since been granted.

NUMBER OF NEw HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR \—

By the Local Authority
By other persons
44

32

35
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WATER SUPPLY.

The District is chiefly supplied with water by the Sutton District
Water Company, whose mains supply that part of the District on the
north-west side of Brighton Road and Chipstead Valley Road, and
by the East Surrey Water Company, who supply the remainder of the
District. There are, in addition, a comparatively small private supply
to premises on the Old Coulsdon Estate, Coulsdon, and a private supply
to the Cane Hill Hospital, which latter is augmented from the East
Surrey Water Company’'s mains as the need arises.

The source of the water supply in all cases is from deep wells sunk
into the chalk in various parts of this and neighbouring districts.

The mains of each Company were extended during the vear to
replace old mains, and to meet the housing developments in various
parts of the District.

The reports upon the bacteriological examinations of the East
Surrey Water Company’s and the Sutton and District Water Company's
supplies showed that these softened waters had maintained their usnal
good quality for drinking and domestic purposes. Six samples of water
were taken from these sources, and were all found to be satisfactory.

It is understood that the water supplied by the Sutton and District
Water Company in this area is obtained from the Woodmansterne wells,
and a rota has been in existence for some time whereby monthly
samples for full examination are taken by the Local Authorities in the
districts supplied with water from these wells. The number of these
samples has now been further increased.

The Company, in addition, examines samples daily from each
SOUTCE.

A similar rota has been agreed upon by the Local Authorities
supplied by the East Surrey Water Company, and owing to the greater
area covered, at least three or four samples per month will be examined,
in addition to the periodical samples taken by the Company.

Sampling is, however, only one form of control, and can not be
relied upon solely to secure the protection of consumers, irrespective of
the frequency with which samples are examined. Undoubtedly in built-
up areas such as those from which the greater part of the water
supplied in this District originates, the most important factor is con-
tinuous and adequate treatment at the source, the responsibility for
which rests upon the water undertakers.

The method of treatment of the water by the statutory companies
has been carefully reviewed. In each case the employment of a form
of lime treatment, together with chlorination, presents a double line of
protection of the water at the source of supply. If fully maintained
and supervised these methods should limit the risk of water borne disease
to contamination occurring after the water has left the works.
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Efforts are also being made to reduce the possibility of the pollution
of the water in reservoirs or mains.

During the early part of the year the water supply to the Old
Coulsdon Estate was found to be inadequate owing to the increased
number of houses drawing on the supply which is from a private well
in Caterham Drive., The capacity of the pump to supply the necessary
water proved insufficient, and the loss of head entailed thereby caused
certain houses on the highest part of the Estate to be for a time without
water.

The Company then entered into an arrangement with the East
Surrey Water Company whereby for a period of three months the private
supply was supplemented.

The uneven pressures and alteration of the flow in the mains on the
Estate which ensued caused the deposit in the pipes to be seriously
disturbed, resulting in discolouration of the water when it was drawn off,
and 16 complaints of this condition were received.

Towards the end of the year a new well was sunk 400 feet deep having
a bore of 12in. with 4 in. galvanized steel rising main, situated about
50 feet to the rear of the Pumping Station in Caterham Drive. The
water level is 160 feet below the surface with a pump 35 feet below the
water level. This new pump of 12.5 b.h.p. is worked automatically
and is regulated by a float in the water tower, the rate of delivery
being approximately 5,000 gallons per hour.

A new chlorinating plant was also installed, and for the first few
weeks it was found that the water was over-chlorinated, resulting in
a series of complaints regarding its unfitness for drinking purposes.

During the vear 22 samples of this water were submitted for
bacteriological examination, and one sample was taken from the rising
main before chlorination which confirmed that the intermittent con-
tamination of this supply previously known to occur, still existed.

Another sample taken from a draw-off tap was later reported upon
adversely, Coliform organisms being present in 20 c.c., but the following
sample proved satisfactory.

Ome chemical examination was also made of this water.

In view of the uncertain purity of the source of supply in this case,
and the reliance placed upon chlorination for the protection of consumers,
daily examinations by the Medical Officer of Health for excess chlorine
were commenced at the end of the vear, while the East Surrey Water
Company were again approached by the Council on the subject of taking
over distribution in this area.

An extension of soil sewers on the Estate is also being put in hand.
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During the vear the rainfall was 37.83 inches, being 5.13 inches
higher than the previous year, and occurred as follows :—

Inches

January N e +. 5,02
February i e vo B06
March .. At 1, PR 105 .
April 2.63
May 2.43
June 1.81
July 112
August 2.82
September 1.96
Oetober 2.79
November 218
December 4.99
TOTAL e 783

These measurements were registered by the rain guage under the
observation of the Surveyor's Department, to which Department I am
indebted for this information.

No shortage of water for domestic purposes occurred during the vear.

The statutory maximum limit for hardness in the water supplied
by the East Surrey, and Sutton and District Water Companies is 9
degrees, and 53 samples have been examined by the Department during
1937 to ascertain that this was not exceeded. In no case was this found
to occur, but an examination of the water supplied on the Old Coulsdon
Estate, where there is no statutory maximum in force, resulted in 25
degrees of hardness.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Public sewers are provided for the whole of the area except for the
outlving portions in which most of the houses are drained to cesspools.
The vast majority of premises are provided with water closets, but
isolated buildings in public and private recreation grounds, together
with a relatively small number of private dwellings have recourse to
other forms of sanitary accommodation.

During the vear five pail closets were converted to water closets,
seven cesspools were abolished and the house drains connected to public
sewers, and at four premises (previously without proper drainage) two
new cesspools were provided.

The approximate number of each type remaining at the end of

the year were :—
Premises with water closets drained to sewers .. 14,463

i 'y LR LN} ay Py cnﬁpa'}ls‘ 256
. earth closets .. o e 1
, pail closets .. : = 56

The total number of cesspools throughout the district is approxi-
mately 220.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The collection of house refuse and trade refuse has proceeded on
similar lines to those of the previous vear. In most parts of the district
there is a weekly collection and in some cases twice weekly where for
special reasons the circumstances require it. Trade refuse is removed
at a charge of 6id. per bin, after the first bin.

There has been no alteration in the charges for the emptving of
cesspools by Council tanks, and an increasing use has been made of this
method of removing the contents, which are disposed of in the public
Sewers.

I am indebted to the Surveyor for the information that the provision
of the two additional cells at the Refuse Destructor during 1936 has
permitted his department to cope adequately with the quantity of refuse
collected.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

During the vear the chimnevs of small factories and workshops
gave little trouble and no complaint was received regarding the few large
stacks in the District. Such complaints as were received were duly dealt
with, and were chiefly concerming domestic boilers.

Twelve complaints about the burning of trade and garden refuse
in close proximity to dwelling houses were received. The Council has
made special arrangements for the disposal not only of trade refuse,
but of garden refuse at the rate of 6d. per bin, and to avoid the un-
necessary pollution of the atmosphere in proximity to dwelling houses
residents are urged in future to take fuller advantage of the facilities
offered, or alternatively, if it cannot be buried, to dry the garden refuse
properly before burning. Books of twenty 6d. tickets can be obtained
from the Treasurer, Council Offices, Purley, or single 6d. tickets can be
had from the foreman scavenger. The Council also undertakes, free of
charge, the collection of waste paper, which if kept clean and parcelled
up is collected apart from the house refuse.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

All watercourses receive careful supervision, and during the year
it was not found necessary to take anyv action for nuisances arising
therefrom.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

There were no extensions of the public sewers during the year.
Estate developers, however, continued to lay sewers on private estates
and some of these were utilised by the owners of existing premises,

The disposal of the sewage of the District is undertaken by the
County Borough of Croydon and the West Kent Main Drainage Board.
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SHOPS.

Attention has been given to the requirements of the Shops Act,
1934, with regard to sanitary conveniences, lighting, temperature,
washing facilities and accommodation for meals, 624 inspections being
made for this purpose during the vear.

Additional sanitary accommodation has been installed in nine
premises and washing facilities provided in two other premises.

SWIMMING POOLS.

There are no public swimming baths or pools in the District, but
there is one private swimming bath at the Reedham Orphanage, Old
Lodge Lane, Purley, which is used by the children of the Home, scholars
of local elementary schools, and occasionally by scholars of secondary
schools.

The bath i1s covered in and the water supply, which i1s from the
public mains, is heated before discharge into the bath.

After the closing down of the bath in September, 1936, a chlorinating
plant was installed and in May, 1937, a sample of water was reported
upon as being satisfactory bacteriologically.,

SANITARY INSPECTIONS, Erc.

The following is a statement of the complaints received, inspections
paid, defects remedied, etc.

Compared with 1936, there were 135 more complaints received,
and 1,224 more inspections made, from which it may be concluded
that a steady increase in the work of the Sanitary Department has
occurred. No particularly spectacular achievements have to be reported
for the vear, but a satisfactory uniform standard of efficiency was main-
tained throughout.

COMPLAINTS.

Dampness i 28 s o .. &1
Choked and defective Drains b - o
Insanitary conditions, general repairs, ete. .. .. 38
Insects, moles, etc. - o o s 2R
Rats and mice .. s - - .. 956
Accumulations of refuse .. 2 & o
Inadequate soakaways = .. £r p et dk
Defective water service pipes > e S
Nuisances caused by keeping of animals 7
Smoke nuisance, burning of refuse, etc. A S |

Overcrowding
Non-collection of refuse . =)
Defective, or discoloured water supply

A
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Inadequate or no water supply
Flooding

Dustbins

Offensive smells

Defective water closets
Domestic uncleanliness
Vermin 2
Defective gully ..
Inadequate hot water
Choked rain water pipe
Unsound food

Caravans

Weeds e
Insufficient light

Noise .. i

Want of paving
Insufficient heating of shop
Miscellaneous

Total

InsSPECTIONS.

House inspections
Re-inspections and calls
Workshops and factories
Bakehouses ..

Cowsheds and dairies
Slaughterhouses

Meat and other foods
Stables, piggeries, etc. ..
Drains, outbuildings, etc.
Rats and mice inspections
Shops Acts inspections
Drains tested

Infectious disease enquiries
Disinfections carried out
Smoke inspections
Houses let in lodgings ..
Miscellaneous

Total

i1

e LE

el O SR PR SRR S T o

=

&

524
2,835
177

74
113
465 -

1,684
745
624

61
106
230

26

8,071



NOTICES SERVED.

Preliminary Notices 664
Statutory Notices CE 86
Letters and Final Circulars 2 192
DEFECTS REPORTED.

Insufficient or defective drainage 3l
Improperly drained yards i SAaly |
Cesspools requiring emptying % .. 124
Defective cesspools 34
Choked drains 42
Defective fresh air inlet 26
Defective ventilation shafts Sl
No wire cages to vent shafts i y s
Unclean walls and ceiling . 124
Defective plaster 54
floors 4% 31

. firegrates and wash- bmlers g 42

i sasheords <k 25

-+ or, choked rainwater pipes 45

& woodwork 37
paving ex 32

dustbins 177

sinks and sink waste pipes 17

kerbs around gullies .. s 11
Dampn&ﬁs through defective roofs o6
Dampness through other causes 88
Defective W.C. fittings 24
Accumulations .. | 14
Animals kept so as to ba a nuisance 2
Verminous conditions 15
Lack of domestic cleansing 5
Overcrowding s 5
Insufficient lighting and ventﬂahnn o T
Defective air-bricks . i = O L
Defective outbuildings .. i i e S
Brickwork and pointing defective ., ™ <o BB
Paintwork defective . 5 £ A
Glazing defective o iy ok -
Unclean outdoor premises ed L -
No proper sanitary accommodation X Y
Insufficient sanitary accommodation " N
Absence of water supply .. i ik il R
Rats .. s e o in .. 99
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Insufficient W.C.'s
Burning of Refuse
Insuflicient soakaways
Defective roofs ..
Miscellaneous

Total

DEFECTS REMEDIED.

Fail closets abolished
Cesspool provided
Drainage repaired or provided
Cesspools emptied
T o repaired
¥ abolished
Soakaway provided
Dirains cleansed . A
Fresh air inlets pmmded i
Vent shafts provided or repaired
Wire cages to vent shafts provided
Drains connected to sewer
New water closets y
Gully traps, ete., provided.
Inspection chambers provided
Walls and ceilings cleansed
Plaster repaired
Floors repaired .
Firegrates and washnhuilers repalred
Sashcords repaired 2
Rainwater pipes and eaves guttenng repmred
Woodwork repaired
Paving repaired
Dustbins provided L
Sinks and sink waste pipes replaced or repmreﬂ
Kerbs around gullies repaired :
Dampness remedied due to defective roofs ..
Dampness remedied due to other causes
W.C. fittings repaired or provided
Accumulations removed .

Nuisances from improper kaepzng l'.’if amma]a ahated- o

Verminous conditions abated
Domestic cleanliness improved
Overcrowding abated

53

= o S o
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Lighting and ventilation provided or improverd v 1)

Outbuildings repaired .. : % el
Defective brickwork repaired or Te- pﬂmted .o 4B
Paintwork renewed iy v o L
Windows glazed i o i it i LD
Outdoor premises cleansed T o EArs
Sanitary accommodation provided i E
Rat infestations abated .. 2 5 A
Water supply laid on ... i P .. 14
Burning of refuse abated i i FE
Roofs repaired .. £ . o R -
Soakaway provided e i o -
Washing facilities provided 7 i i) v
Miscellaneous .. xS = s BURE..

Total .. 1,479

ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

The methods adopted for the eradication of bed bugs during the
vear were similar to those which had been found most successful during
the preceding wvears.

The numbers of houses dealt with were as follows :(—

Council Houses infested . . MR )
i i disinfested I 1]
Other o infested .. i B
i disinfested i ]

The work in Council houses and private houses is usually carried
out under the supervision of a representative of the Public Health
Department and the methods adopted are in proportion to the degree
of infestation. In most cases all mouldings, skirtings, picture rails
and other wooden fixtures, such as cupboards, are removed, and all
surfaces and crevices are treated with the blow lamp, or are sprayed
with an insecticide, after which the rooms affected are treated by
fumigation with sulphur.

Much depends on the time of the yvear when the bugs make their
appearance, and at all times the tenant is advised to raise the temperature
as much as possible and to maintain it in order that the application of
a strong concentration of sulphur may be effective. In normal rooms
of 90-120 square feet 6 lbs. of sulphur is used. Further examination
is made at the expiration of about 10 days and, if necessary, further
treatment is given. It is rarely found necessary, however, to apply
a second fumigation with sulphur.

54



Occasionally occupiers complain of the appearance of isolated bugs
and are supplied with liquid insecticide together with a spray for their
private use. A careful and diligent application of the insecticide has
proved effective after one or two weeks and no further trouble has been
found to arise in these houses.

The officers of the Council carried out all disinfestations during the
year and no special firm of contractors was engaged.

The homes of applicants for Council houses are inspected with a view
to obtaining some knowledge of their suitability as tenants, and if the
houses and furniture are found to be infested steps are taken as set
out above before removal is effected.

It has been necessary occasionally to submit the bedding to steam
disinfection.

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

During the vear there was an increase in the number of complaints
received and also a large increase in the number of inspections and re-
inspections made.

The complaints numbered 95 and the total number of inspections
745, representing increases of 30 and 560 on the previous year. The
premises inspected were chiefly private houses, shops, garages with
concrete floors, premises where sheds had been erected, and sites on
which large heaps of vegetable refuse had remained undisturbed for
considerable periods. The very numerous railway embankments through-
out the district form an ideal harbouring place, especially where shops
and similar premises are in close proximity.

Residents are advised on the laying of poisoned baits or traps, or
on the demolition or ratproofing of sheds.

The necessary work mayv be undertaken, on request, by the Public
Health Department at a charge of 2/6d. per hour with a minimum charge
of 5/-, the cost of poisons being extra.

It was found necessary to serve six statutory notices during the
vear, this being an increase of four on the previous vear. Many residents
do not yet realise that the occupiers of premises are themselves responsible
for the destruction of the rats, although the department is always willing
to give advice as to the best means to adopt in any particular case.

SCHOOLS.

Scroor Crosure.—No public elementary school was closed during

the year on account of the prevalence of infectious disease amongst
the scholars.
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The periods of exclusion from school which are set out in the Surrey
County Council Memorandum on Communicable Diseases are the periods
usually applied. The Head Teachers of all schools are notified immedi-
ately anv scholar develops or is in contact with any notifiable infectious
disease.

The advice of the Medical Officer of Health as to further action is
available should this be requested, and disinfection is provided when
required.

Under the Coulsdon and Purley Act, 1937, it is now compulsory
for the parent or guardian of a child suffering, or suspected to be suffering
from an infectious disease to notify the Head Teacher, and, in addition,
to notify the Superintendent of any Sunday School attended by the
patient. Similarly no children excluded from school on account of
infectious disease are permitted to attend Sunday School or places of
public entertainment or assembly, while the Council has power to secure
the closing of any of these premises on the advice of the Medical Officer
of Health, if thought necessary in order to prevent the spread of infectious
disease.

MepicaL InspecTiON.—The Medical Inspection of school children
attending the public elementary or secondary schools is carried out by
the Education Department of the Surrey County Council.

ScHooL, CrLiNics.—The Surrey County Council provide Clinics for
the treatment of school children, as follows :—

General Medieal Clinie :

Surrey County DIEPEhSﬂt}’. Wh:.'be-:ﬂzﬁe Rcald Mondays, 9.30 to 12 noon,
Purley . Thursdays, 9.30 to 11 a.m.

School Dental Clinie :
do. do. do, 4 Thursdays, 9.30 to/11 a.m.
. 2 p.m.
Fridays, 9.30 to 1] a.m.
& poai.
Sa.tu.tda}'s, a. EG to 12 noon.

School Eye Clinic :
do: doy do. .27 1st Friday, 2.30 to & pan.

. || BANITARY  SERVICES.—The water supply, drainage and sanitary
accommodation in the public elementary schools have been inspected
from time to time, and found to be satisfactory.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

lt was not found necessary to institute legal proceedings during
the vear to enforce the abatement of nuisances.
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REGULATED TRADES.
DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

The following is a list of the dairy farms which were in existence
in the District at the end of the yvear ;—-

Hooley Faim, Woodplace Lane, Coulsdon.
Dean Farm, Brighton Read, Hooley.

Elm Farm, Farleigh.

Mooreraft Farm, Farleigh.

Farleigh House Farm, Farleigh:

Welcomes Farm, Farthing Downs, Coulsdon.

Owing to the length of time which had elapsed since Farleigh Court
Farm had previously heen used as a dairy farm it was removed from the
register, but Welcomes Farm, Farthing Downs, was re-registered during
the vear.

In addition there are two other farms which supply private insti-
tutions with milk, viz. :—Woodplace Farm, Woodplace Lane, Coulsdon,
which supplies Netherne Hospital and is owned by the Surrey County
Council, and the Farm at Cane Hill Hospital, which supplies that Hospital,
and is owned by the London County Council.

There are also a number of persons who own a few cows and use
the milk solely for their own consumption.

The requirements of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, have been
rigidlv applied and frequent inspections of cowsheds and dairies were
made for this purpose. ;

A guarterly veterinary inspection of all cows in the District is under-
taken by the Surrey County Council, but in addition the local Council
has secured a further quarterly examination by a local Veterinary Officer.

At the end of the vear there were 10 registered dairies, one dairy
having been removed from the register through disuse and another
disused dairy re-registered. The number of registered retailers was
43, of whom 17 reside outside the district,

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.
There are two slaughter-houses within the District, both of which
are licensed annually. :
The number of animals slaughtered during the year was 820.

As required by the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, all animals are
slanghtered with a mechanically operated instrument, the Cash Captive
Bolt Killer and the Greener Safety Killer being the instruments used.
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Licences to slaughter animals were issued to four slaughtermen.
Notifications of intention to slaughter are forwarded regularly by
the occupier of one of the licensed slanghter-houses, a regulation slaughter
notice being supplied by the other licensee. The Sanitary Inspectors
make an inspection of all carcases before thev are placed upon the market.

BAKEHOUSES.

There are sixteen bakehouses within the District, eight of which
are used for baking bread, the remainder being chiefly used for making
confectionery. All the premises were inspected periodically and are

generally well kept.

OTHER FOOD PREMISES.

There was no alteration in the number of fish friers during the vear,
and their businesses were generally well conducted. Few complaints
were teceived regarding them, and routine inspections revealed little
to which exception could be taken. This occupation is not scheduled
as an offensive trade in the district.

All shops, kitchens of restaurants, tea rooms and other places
where food is prepared or sold were inspected and appropriate action
taken where necessary.

WOREKSHOPS AND FACTORIES.

There are 159 Factories and Workshops within the District, of which
62 are Factories and 97 are Workshops.
In addition there are 12 Workplaces.

INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND

WORKPLACES.
IxCLUDING INSPECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS OR INSPECTORS OF
NUISANCES.
Number of
Premises, —
| Written | Occupiers
Inspections. | Notices. | prosecuted.
(1) (2} | (3) | (4}
Factories . | |
(Including Factory Laundries) .. 55 ¢ = -
‘Workshops
(Including Workshop Laundries). . 122 - -
Workplaces
{Other than Outworkers' premises) 12 - l -
ToTAL ¥ 180 | a4 | &
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DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND
WORKPLACES.

Numbér of
Number of Defects. offences in
respect of
Particulars. Referred  which Prose-
Found. | Remedied.| to H.M. ll:uﬂnrll were
I Inspector. | instituted.

(1) (Bek Byl e o)

NUISANCES UNDER THE PUBLIC I
HEAaLTH ACTS (—* ]
]

=
L £

Want of cleanliness .. 5 et T8
Want of ventilation £ %
Overcrowding .. ‘s -
Want of drainage of floors .. | &
Other nuisances . - - 11
Sanitary ) insufficient.. . : o 4
accom- unsuitable or defectwe . 4
maodation i not separate for sexes -
OFPFENCES UNDER THE FACTORY AND
WORKSHOP ACTS (—
Illegal occupation of underground
iehﬂu&e (5. 101) . vs - =
{)t.her offences .. o - - - | -
(Excluding offences I‘El.ltl.tlg to out-
work and offences under the Sections | .
mentioned in the Schedule to the | |
Ministry of Health (Factories and | |
Workshops Transfer of Powers) |
I

Order, 1921
TOTAL N T y

* Including those specified in sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory and Workshop
ct, 1901, as remediable under the Public Health Acts.

|

1
IR e |

I

—_
| s |
1S IR R [

(] e O

1
|
i

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION O FOOD.
MiLk.

During the year 62 samples of milk were submitted for bacterio-
logical and microscopical examinations, and of these 10 were submitted
also for biological examination.

Eleven of the samples proved bacteriologically or microscopically
unsatisfactory and the retailers concerned were duly informed by letter.
Repeat samples were taken and showed considerable improvement.

The following is a summary of the results of the 62 samples examined
bacteriologically, which show an improvement on last vear's figures :—

TOTAL COUNT.

Under 30,000 bacteria per e.c. 1
30,000—200,000 .. s
200, 000—400,000 o o 0
Over 400,000 o, e 3
COLIFORM B.&CILLU‘?-
Absent in 1lec.e. .. it i
i pie R e T vt 2B
i .. 0.01 r:.t:. i e |
I . 0,001 e.c. i i 8
- . 00001 e.c. s i 3
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No samples of graded milk were taken under the special instructions
of the Ministry of Health, but two samples of *“ Tuberculin Tested " milk
were submitted, one of which did not conform to the prescribed standard
as judged by the methvylene blue test. The second sample, which was
a repeat sample, proved satisfactory.

During the year the Council granted the following licences to sell
milk under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936 .—

Ovdinary.  Supplementary.
“ Tuberculin Tested "'
* Accredited "’ g 2 1
" Pasteurized " i 10 i

ICE, CREAM.

During the year 20 samples of ice-cream were taken with the following
results - —

| | Claliform Bacill
Sample. No. of Baclevia 1 c.c. on ager
,I al 37° 6. in 48 howrs. | Pyesent in Absend tn
1. 39.600 .. allbaibe.e 01 e
3. 9,900,000. . | 001 ¢c. o
3. 2,100 .. L. e i ey
4, 66,000 . — Jdrcie.
5. 330,000 . : -— d.c.c.
B, 4, 686,000 . roT — Jd e.c.
2 2,376,000 I:tEp-Ea.'L' ccf "s'-:-. ] DO QR | ) o o N0l T
B 448,000 .. L L00on ce. -—
b, 19,200 . & — 1 e.c,
10, 5,400 crcpeat of No. B) - A c.c.
11. 496,000 (repeat of No. 6) oA rsgs .01 c.c.
12. 54,330 :'rep-e1.t of "‘\-:-. 8) - i BT
13. 72,330 . L — Jdigie:
14. 605,000 . cap o <01 e e
15. 725,000 {rtpeat 5 Nob. IT) .. 01 ce. —_
16. 194,000 . st Lok -
17. 2,200 frepeat l:lf ""-.(I, 14} .-d w= = LA
18. 19,000 (repeat of No. 12) ..| .0l c.c. —
19. 1,848,000 (repeat of No. 15) . ] 001 c.e. -
20. 3,630,000 (repeat of No. 16) .. 001 ¢.e, -

The following n;utes illustrate the procedure adopted, and the degree
of success achieved.

SaMPLE No. 2.—Letter sent to manufacturer and method of
manufacture investigated. Further sample) (No. 7} taken later
showed considerable improvement, but was not satisfactory.. The
producer thereupon discontinued its manufacture.

Manufacturer notified of the result of this sample
A further sample

SAMPLE No. 5.
and the method of manufacture examined.
(No. 10) was satisfactory.
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SasmrLE No. 6.—The report of this sample was forwarded to
the manufacturer and investigation made into his method of
production. A further sample (No. 11) was taken and showed
marked improvement, which unfortunately was not maintained,
as shown in the third and fourth samples (Nos. 15 and 19).

SamMpLE No. 8.—The producers were informed of this result
and a special visit made regarding the process of manufacture.
A repeat sample (No. 12) was taken later and the result was satis-
factory, which result was maintained as shown in a later sample
(No. 18).

SaMpLE No. 14—The result of the sample was communicated
to the producer and the repeat sample (No. 17) was satisfactory.

SampLE No. 16.—This was a sample of ice-cream produced
outside the district and retailed from street barrows. The report
was forwarded to the producer who informed the Department by
interview and by letter that steps were being taken to discover
the cause of the trouble. A further sample (No. 20) was taken
later, but was still unsatisfactory. The results of this sample were
forwarded to the producer and to the Local Authority in whose
district the ice-cream was manufactured. Owing to the lateness
of the season, no further sample was taken.

It should be explained that attention was concentrated during the
yvear on local producers, the examination of the products of the larger
firms having proved satisfactory in previous years..

It will be noted that the ice cream from 5 producers was reasonably
satisfactory, and that the action taken by the Department resulted in
an improvement in 3 cases, while one producer ceased to manufacture
ice cream. In 2 cases no improvement was noted during the vear.

It is hoped that powers obtained under the Coulsdon and Purley
Urban District Council Act, 1937, will strengthen the Council’s position
in its endeavour to improve the standard of this product locally, but
unfortunately there are loopholes in the Act, e.g., the exclusion of clubs,
hotels and restaurants, which will tend to limit its effectiveness.

MEAT.

The carcases of animals slaughtered in the licensed slaughter houses
of the district are inspected hefore being placed on the market.
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Ante-mortem inspection is made as frequently as circumstances
permit, but the animals do not usually remain in lairage for more than
a few minutes as killing commences immediately.

The following unsound meat and fish was destroyved during the
year :—

Meat o o . 339} lbs.
Fish e i vo 41} 1bs.
Torar o 3804 1bs.

The following table shows the number of animals killed and carcases
inspected together with details of the parts affected with disease . —

Latlle, Sheepr
excluding Cows. Calves. and Pigs.
Cows. Lambs.

Number killed .. .. —_— —_ 44 T43 133

Number inspected .. —_ —— 44 729 133

ArL DMISEASES EXCEPT
TUBERCULOSIS :—
Whaole carcases con-

demnued .. .. .. - = == i =

Carcases of which some
part or oOrgan was
condemned S e - —_ — i} —

Percentage of the num-
ber ins affected
with disease other |
than tuberculosis .. —_ — —_ .82 —

TUBERCULOSIS ONLY—
Whaole carcases con- .
demned” .. . . — —_ 1 — -

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemned .. .. — — 3 — 12

Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with tuberculosis .. — — 9.0 — 9.0

FOOD AND DRUGS (ADULTERATION) ACT, 1928.

The duties under the above named Act are carried out by the Surrey
County Council.

The following samples were collected from this area during the year.
The total number shows an increase on 1936, and on the average for
the preceding years. This increase is chiefly due to the number of milk
samples being rather more than hitherto.
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Milk .. -.| 850
Cream o 3
Butter o
Cheese G
Margarine
Lard -.. .
Meat .. %
Flour .. !
Tea ..
Coffee. .
Cocoa. .
Sugar. .
Sausages ..
Confectionery

and Jam .. |
Sausape Meat |
Wine .. vail
Beer ., - |
Spirits
Drugs o
*(ther articles
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*Details of
other articles
Figs o 1
MNatural !
Lemon Squash 1
Cream fflled
Chocolate roll -
Gronnd
Almonds .. 1 - 1
Raisins i 1 - 1 - -
Sultanas A 1 - 1 - -

Ground
Almonds
Substitute. .| - 1 1 o i = S s
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|
I
|
1
|

s e

|
—
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CHEMICAL, AND BACTERIOLOGICAIL EXAMINATION OF
FOOD.

Samples of food and water for analysis are sent to the following
Laboratories :—

WATER SAMPLES :(—
Messrs. Rideal, Rideal & Sciver, 28 Victoria Street, 5.W.1.
Counties Public Health Laboratories, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4.
MILK :—

Messrs. Rideal, Rideal & Sciver.
Counties Public Health Laboratories, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4.
Boyal Surrey County Hospital, Guildford.

ICE CEEAM :—
Messrs, Rideal, Rideal & Sciver,

63



ADOPTIVE ACTS AND BYELAWS IN FORCE WITHIN THE
URBAN DISTRICT.

ACTS.
Public Health Acts Amend- Parts I, II and II, so far as the
ment Act, 1890. provisions thereof have not been
repealed.

Private Street Works Act,
15892,
Public Libraries Acts, 1892/1919.
Public Health Acts Amend- Sections 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
ment Act, 1907. 22, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 in Part
11 so far as the provisions thereof
have not been repealed. Part IV
so far as the provisions thereof have
not been repealed.
Part VI. Section 85 in Part VII.
Public Health Act, 1925. Part II so far as the provisions thereof
have not been repealed.
The Coulsdon and Purley
Urban District Council
Act, 1937.

BYE-LAWS.

Bvelaws with respect to Slaughterhouses.
Tents, Vans, Sheds and Similar Structures.
Houses let in Lodgings.
Ventilation of buildings.
Elevations of Buildings.
New Streets and Buildings.
Nuisances.
Registries for Female Domestic Servants.
Pleasure Grounds.
Alderstead Heath.
Little Farleigh Green.
Great I'arleigh Green.












TABLE IV —DEATHS OCCURRING DURING

THE YEAR

1937.

CaAUsSE oF DEATH.

Males.,

Females,
Total.

Under 1 year.
1 and under 2.
2 and under 5.

5 and under 15,

15 and under 25,

25 and under 45,

45 and under 65.

65 and over.

Typhoid Fever,etc.
Measles. .

Scarlet Fever Gl
Whooping Cc.ugh .
Diphtheria L5
Influenza

Encephalitis L:..tlmrglca
Cerebro-spinal Fever ..
Respiratory Tuberculosis

Other Tuberculons Di“ﬁmﬂs

Syphilis ..
G-.meral Paml}rsn of Insane Et.c
Cancer E i :
Diabetes. .

Cerebral Hmmﬂﬂhage
Heart Disease .. :
Aneurysm

Other Cuculatur}* Dmea!es
Bronchitis e
Pneunmonia .

Other respiratory Diseases
Peptie Uleer

Diarrhoea, ete. (under 2 :,rears}
ﬁ.ppendmlhs ‘s ‘s
Cirrhosis of Liver

Other Diseases of the leer
Other Digestive Diseases
Nephritis o ‘i
Puerperal sepsis :

Other Puerperal Causes
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Cuugemta.'l Debility, etc. 0 1
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TABLE V—WANDLE VALLEY JOINT HOSPITAIL BOARD.
Cases admitted to the Hospital during Vear ended 31st December, 1937.

THSEASE.

Beddington
an
Wallington,

Coulsdon
and
Purley.

Merton
and
Morden.

Mitcham,

Diphtheria. . n
Scarlet Fever c
Enteric Fever .. =t
Erysipelas . . v e
Tonsillitis .. i s
Measles .. o
Whooping Cnugh e
Rubella .. i’ i

OTHER IMSEASES,
Influenza .. o
Impetigo ..
Cerebro-spinal Memng:tis
Pnenmonia
hlenm@hs—Tuhemuim
Mum a0
Furunenlosis with Auaemm
Puerperal Fever ..
Nephritis ..
Lwe*rﬂbneas-i‘mmﬂmcebm

Divsentery o
Rhinitis and Brnnchltls
Adenitis ..

Cellulitis of ;"LIJ.L'&
Otitis Media
Chicken Pox
Poliomyelitis ol
Septic Burn of Foot
Septicemia
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LPage
Ambulances R T e = e . 2980
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