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(A EANE QuOTE)
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29th June, 1943,
ﬂhEUﬂI-HEEGHT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR 1942,

“he repurt 1s agein restricted in sceordance with the
Ministry of Health Circuler 2773 of tha 19th kisrch, 1943.

A summary »f vital statistics is appended, from which 1t
will be seen that the gomeral health of the inh=bhitants of the
Borough has been maintainod at a high stondard.

Tha bi~th rate iz ths highest recorded clnce 1623 and the
number »f births *he highest ever rscorded in this area, Some
ressons for the high rate are - (&) the pupuletlon of the Borough is
young, (o) the rirst children being vern as 2 result of the high
number of marriages in the first yesrs of lhe war, (¢c) the decision
of parents 1o have children rather then wait an indefinite period
antil sfter the war, (4) the tetter economic position of the working
population, (e) the large number of husbands in the Forces stationed
in this country, {f% the return to veluation of feamily life with
less outside attractions, (g) & decision %o resr a child rather than
work in a factory. It is interesting to note in view of the present
day demend for maternity beds thet there was a 50% incresse of
births in institutions but only & 30w increase of births in private
houses. ) k. o

The infantile mortallty rate (32.6) i= the lowest ever
recordad ia this district and should be somparsd with the rate of
111 in 1915 when child welfare first bsgen in Bexlay end the rate
of 78 ia 19.7 the third year of the lsat war.

The death rute is the iowest of the war years, and is low when
{4 is resiiced that 1t is calculated upon the population which does
not include the healthiest and most virile men and women who are
now in the Forces. There sre still many preventable deaths and
there is no cause for complacency.

Diphtheria was the cause of two deaths, both in non-immunised
children. Reference to ths cycle of epldemics of this disease
would lesd one to expect & high rise in the number of cascs by 19k2,
but this 4id not occur and I know of no other cause than that 635#%
of the children of the Borough were lumunised ageinst diphtheria
by the end of 1942, If the remsining children were Lumunised
diphtheris as a causc of death could be excluded.

Thepe wers three deaths frow whooping cough during the year
end, apart from cerebro-spinal fever and tuberculosis, whooping
cough is the biggest killer of the infectious disesses. Permission
was obtained during the yesr from the kinistry of Health to commence
an immunisation scheme against whooping cough. A waccine hes been
prepared which is given at the same time as the diphtheria
prophylactic mixed in the same syringe, thus necessitating no
addi tionel injections, The schemeé was commenced in July and was
offered to parents with children under the age of five. By the
end of the year 1,296 children had been given the two doses and of
these children 2 only developed whooping cough during the year
whilst 145 unprotected children of all ages contracted the disease,

The Borsugh had been very lightly effected by the country-
wide epidemic of cerebro-spinal fever prior to 1942, but during the
year the nurber of cases was comparsable with thosc throughout the
rest of the country, and there were five dcaths despite the big
reduction in the fatality of this disease since the use of the
sulphonamide drugs.
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An expected inecresse in the number of cases of scarlet fever
nacurred, but the discase continues to be miid, aié there were no
deaths, The policy of home isoletion wherc pecsibie wes ~ontinued
and there is no evidence to show that thls n-oiicy causses any increase
in the incidence. Almoat half the nuabs. ¢! ccces were i1zolated
et homs. From these there were no ratum. cas2c, but there were
four from hospltal isolated cases.

The increased bipth rete meant a busy Jeer in Vhes cnild
welfare centrcs and a record total of ctisidancec and ¢f new
attenders, Approximately 90% of the childier :orc 1n 19L2
attended the clinics at least once. Twe thirds of the expectant
mothars attended the antenstal clinies, and prescticaliy sll the rest
attended clinics at maternity hospitals cutsids ‘he Borough or their
own doochors. 'he attendancea for post-natal cisminsticns showed &
marked incrsase and this service which 1s intended to minimice
surrering Iin Jater years is deservedly becoming mcre popular.

'nll co-operation has been mainteined wlii the Minisgiry of
Bocd Ian the iszsue from the clinles of cod liver ¢ll apd orangs
Julce Fur chlldren under five,and eo6d ilver oil for sipectant
methara and with the Bosrd of Trade,in the lscuvs of supplementary
clothing coupons for expectent mothers,

Two war time day nurserles were opened in Jinuopry which were
&% jimaizdiate success and the Counecil decided L= proviae 4 further
threae,paleing the total accommodation to 240, tliowing for
atseniees this vermits of 300 children on *he regicwers, At the
time ot vriting this report one of the nursevic: hss bLeen silarged
Wy 73 tiaces. also to provide sccommodation for :Z cliildren at night
wkilsy Their mothers are working end s sixth nursery is being
preidwred £or 50 children and consideration is bteiag given io provide
acwomndeion for 8 further 100 children whuse mwthers will be in
rert tlme amployment, However much we msj be coivincad that the
place for the young child is at home with 1te mether there 18 no
doubt that the child's place is in & nursery,sc long 8s the mother
rase oukh Lol work, In eny case the scheme for Dai.y liinders was a
tai’ure ir this Borough ss -although there were ssvaeral initial
regratrations o teke ehildren the housewives prartloelly all
withidrew *heip applications after giving the matier Murther thought,
2z ther nu doubt reslised that looki after ehvldren ia difficult
w.h and htheir household goods would be wearing awsy veey quickly
wivh o%aer pecple's children in their homes.

31lum zlearance and housing development ac- wrvinued in
abeyen~s but there are many signs that the pouet war proolam in this
reepect #.ll he very different from those of pre war years and that
wvery <xtansira works will e urgently nNecesssal; . any houscs in
the Borough are now occupled by two families, = mctnsr with ehildren
whoss 'mspand 1s in the Forces letting off twe scois to & family in
sirdlar -Lrcwunstances, but in view of thé low snsndard ci' ths
Yionsing 4Act, 1936, there is no evidence of mor:s overcrowding.

Yreatment of scebies commenced in the new year ard 475 persons
wame 4rested at the Cleansing Station,but until sufferers present
themselves earlier for diagnosis and treatment and reslige that
infection is an sccident and not s disgrace there 10as notv seem to
be muck hope of eradicating the diseass,

Puring the year accommodation for pstiente aufyrering from
typaus in the event of the disesse being intrcdvcen aints she
country was considered and the Borough Counclil came %o nn arrengement
with the County Council for the admission of cases in the first
inztance tc London County Council Hospitals ana Later tc Eow Arrow
aosplital.

The demand for maternity sccommodation haz agaln =xcreded
suuply snd vhe Meternity Home has continued to work with ar average
of twe midwives short of requirements which has placed a severe strain
en the rest of the staff, The Ministries of Heslth and Labour &
National 3.rvice are now reviewing the question of shorvage of
midwives throughout the country and it is hoped thai a solutlon will
scon be found., -As a partisl solution the Council agreed during the
year ito cmploy non-resident midwives at the Home,

The Borough Ambulance had e 50% inerease in calls and there
was g 100% incrcase in calls on outside smbulences end in view of
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1Sh2.

BEx2

{ 126 C,.Bs 148 Smaller ILoudJu
Englend| and Grest |[Towns (Resi-jtaminl. | Borough
and Towns inclu=|dent Popola J v pe il of
WWelss. |ding London,.ftions P}ﬂt Hloanty. Bexley.
- 50,000 at
1931 Census
# Rates per 1,000 Civilien Ponulation,
|
Birtts -
Tive ; 15.8 + &y 18,4 14,0 19,07
gt41] . 0. 54 + 0,66 0,62 0. L6 0.49
Eﬂathb
ATl CauSe3,.. [11.6 + 15 12,1 1%.2 8.73
T:rﬂ L'-‘ aul
Parctyphoid
Peveis : 0. 00 0,00 0,00 0,00 -
Scarlet Pavsr 0,00 0,00 0,00 Lo OO -
Whooplng Cough | 0,02 ﬂ.gg 0.02 50011 Q. 04
Diphiherino,., 0.05 0. 0. 04 Q.22 0,02
Influence 0.09 0.09 0.10 0,07 I 0.01
BmalipoX ... - - - e =
Moasias Tt 0,01 0,02 0,01 i, Ol 0. 01
HEE&EJQ?LEEEE =
Tyohwid TPevanr 0,01 0.01 0,01 0.02 -
Paratyphoid
Fever na 0.01 0,01 o, 01 O 21 -
Ceprebro Spinal
Faver e 0.14 0,17 012 0.15 0,14
Scarlet Fevar 2.19 2.49 2.34 1,86 2.75
Whooping Cough | 1.73 1.97 1,58 ke 1.90
Diphtheria,. . 1.05 1435 0.91 0.76 0. 27
Erysipelas,.. 0. 30 0.36 0.26 0.43 0, 27
Sinallpox 0. 00 0,00 - 0. 00 -
Measlce ... 7.46 9,27 7.39 8.62 6.97
Pneumonisa ... 1.07 1.30 0.94 0. 24 0.63
Rates per 1,000 Live Births,
Deaths under one
year of sge.. §9 59 L6 L o0 32.6
Deaths from Dia-
rrhoea & Snter=
itis under two 1- i
yeers of age 5.2 TasD k.8 8.6 2.04
Rates per 1,000 Total Births (i,e. Live snd Still)
Maternsl l
Wortality - (Zxcluding Abortion)
Pucprperal
Infection
PG ANTY . o 0,42 r 0.66
Others i 1.59 Not aveilable 0,66
Total i 2. 01 o
Notificstions -
Puerperal ) ; FH10°
Pever Pl s Sy 15,94 10,80 14,59
Puerperal 17,69
Pyrexia iR 1nqluﬂing

e

Pugppersl Favﬁp,

¥ A dash (=) signifies that there were no deathsi
+ These rates are those published in the Quarterly Return,







