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MERICAL DFFICER OF HEALTH,
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TELEPHONRE, BEXLEYHEATH 22448

16th June, 1942,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL O¥FICER OF HEALTH POR 1941,

The report is agaln restrictad ! accordance with Minietry of
(, Health Circular 2604 of the 24th Hareh, 1942,
3 A summary of vital statistlice ir sppended Trom which it will
be geen that the general health or the Fcrough has been maintained
¢ at 8 high standard,
The birth rate again shows a slipgnt fall which is ususl in war
(: time. The death rate is sllgh%ly >alised over pre~war years, but
lower than in 1940, The infantiie morialiiy rate is the lowest ever
recorded in this Borough, and “he reduction appears to be chiefly
dus to a reduction in the deaths under cne moath, that is in the
neconatal mortality rate, which is ususlly tsken as s reflection upon
the antenatal care, and in this connection it is interesting to note
that more mothers than ever attended the Corporation Antenatal
Clinics where in fact 74% of the expectant mothers of the Borough £y
were seen, and it is known that 96% of expectant mothers received
antenatal medical care, These figures conpare with approximately
45% and 67% in 1940, The large incresse in the number of
expectant mothers attending antenatal clinics necessitsted holding
additional sessions, and additionsl work upon your full-time
Medical Officers which was not easily fitted in having regard to
thelr additional war time duties in connection with Ciwvil Defence
etc., but it was not deemed an opportune time to come to the
Council for an additionsl kedical Officer, especially in view of
the shortage of doctors throughout the country.

The Corporation Matermity Home hes been fully cccupied again
and there has been greater responsibllity on all members of the
gtaff in view of the absence of beds in the London hospitals for
abnormal cases, Accomnodation at the Houe was booked up six or
seven months ahead and it will be an urgent post-war duty on the
Council or other hospital authority to provide sdditional imaternity
institutional sccommodation for this ares,

During the year there was a gradual change in outlook from
one of passive defence to esctive production which led to the call
of women to war work including women with young children. Ths
Councll therefore took the step of adopting the principle of
providing war tiie day nurseries. I have no doubt that the
Council as a Welfare Authority have taken on a fnrthen

Borough of Bexley.

ficar cf fleaih for
Annual Report of the jsedical Diflua{lﬂ
1941, dated 16th June, 1%4=.

;gﬁggug, Pleasse note that the figure in papa, 6, Line 7, should rsad
,410 and not 7,011,

e Ine Gorporation embulance service continues very actively, but
more calls had to be transferred to outside ambulances owing to the
Corporation ambulance being out when required. One of the
Council's first duties sfter the war will be the provision of a
second ambulance,
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G.FBRAMLEY, D, 0.PH.
MEEBICAL DFNICER OF MEALTH .

e T e T

TELEPHONE, BINLEVHEATH 22 449

16th June, 1942,
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR 1941,

The report is agaln restrictsd i accordance with Ministry of
{_-Haalth Gircular 2604 of the 24%h Mmreh, 1042,
iy A summary of wital statistice ir sppended from which it will
be seen that the genersl heslth oy the Bcrough has been msintained
(: - at a high standard.
The birth rate agaln showes a elight fall which is usual in war
(+ Lime. The death rate is sligh%ly wals2d over pre-war years, but
lower than in 1940, The infantiie mortaliiy rate is the lowest aver
recorded in this Borough, snd the reducticon appears to be chiefly
dus to a8 reduction in the deaths vnder cne moath, that is in tha
necnatal mortality rate, which is usually tsken as a reflection upon
the antenatal care, and in this connection it is interesting to note
that more mothers than ever attended the Corporstion Antenatal
Clinics where in fact Thit of the ectant mothers of the Borough
were seen, and it is known that gh% of expectant mothers received i |
antenatal medical care. These figures compare with approximately
45% end 67% in 1940, The large incresse in the number of
expectant mothers attending antenatal clinies necessitated holding
additional sessions, and additionsl work upon your full-time
Mediecal Officers which was not easily fitted in having regard to
thelr additional war time duties in connection with Civil Defence
ete,, but it was not deemed an opportune time to come to the
Council for an sdditional kedical Officer, especially in view of
the shortage of doctors throughout the country.

The Corporation sMaternity Home has been fully occupied again
and there has been greater responsibility on all membera of the
gtaff in view of the absence of beds in the London hospitals for
abnormal cases. Accomnodation at the Hoiie was booked up six or
gevan months ahead and it will be an urgent post-war duty on the
Council or other hospital suthority to provide additional maternity
institutional sccommpdation for this area.

During the year there was a8 gradual change in outlook from
one of passive defence to ective production which led to the call
of women to war work including women with young children, The
Council therefore took the step of adopting the principle of
providing war tiume day nurseries. I have no doubt that the
Council as a Welfare Authority have taken on a further

== prasponsibility wlth regerd to the care of children under the age of
five which will be carried on in the years of pesce,

With regard te infectious disesse, measles in numbers led the
field, but the epidemic was of a mild character; whooping cough
was also prevalent and the most fatsl of the infectious disesses.
There were no deaths frow diphtherie but the iimaunisation campaign
went forward well chiefly due in my opinion to the interest taken
in this matter by the iWinistry of Health and their wireless
propaganda, By the end of the year 7,011 children had been
immunised since the commencement of the scheme and not one of these
has developed diphtheria,

The Corporation ambulance service continues very actively, but
more calls had to be transferred to outside ambulances owing to the
Corporation ambulance being out when required. One of the
Council's first duties after the war will be the provision of a
second ambulance, ‘
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The waiting list for dental treatment for nursing and expectant
mothers and children under the age of five stesdily increased until
it became necessary to 4o less conservative treatment and arrange for
more extractlons, With the return of dental surgeons to civil 1lifse
from the Services efter the war it will be possible and necessary to
inerease the nwiber of dental sessions.

During the year terminal disinfection after cases of infectious
diseases such as scarlet fever and diphtheria was discontinued, and
the opportunity is taken here of stating ,for the purpose of
reassuring any who may have locked upon this as s step likely to
increase the incidence of infectious disease, thsat tis nwiber of
cases of these disesses, as will be seen in the sumaary of vital
statistics, has continued at a very low figure.

During the year the Council considered reports on scabies and
the hesd snd body louse, and made arrangements for the full use of
tha Disinfecting Station.

The work of the Sasnitary section of the department has slso been
increased with new types of responsibility in view of the changing
conditions of the war and mode of living.

The water supply desplite temporery dislocations due to war
damage in the esrly part of the year haz bteen maintained and a pure
and wholesome water has been availchle Continvously.

The collection of house refuse rfei. very mmuch in arrear due to
the shortage of labour, but with the Instltution of the system of
street bins for twice weekly collsectison ¢f waste food for pig
feeding, the household dustbin despite the fact that it has not been
emptied for periods up to three weeks shculd no longer be a source
of nuilsance even without its 1id,

I have to record my indebtedness to the Council, other
departinents, and every meumber of the Hselth Department for the full
assistance which they gave me throughout a very busy year,

{}EGI ?I BR&I&I&EY’ MI-D- [} Chi EI k] DI PI Hl- 2
liedical Officer of Health.
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SUMHARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 194l.
126 C.Bs 148 Smaller | London
England | and Great |Towns (Resi- | Admin- Borough
and |Towns inclu-jdent Popula- | strative of
Jales, |ding London.|tions 25,000 | County. Baxley.
- 50,000 at
1931 Census)
¥ Rates per 1,000 Civilisn Population.
Births -
Live T, 14.2 T 16.4 8.9 15,88
8till e 0. 51 0. 58 0,60 0.33 0.LB
Deaths -
All CauBeB..s 12;9 11#-9 e 15;_5 9.55
Typhoid and
Paratyphoid
Fevara A .00 1 0.00 o, 3 0,00
Scarlet Fever 0,00 0,00 0.0l 0.00 0.00
Whooping Cough 0, 06 0. 07 0., oo 0. 04 0.04
Diphtheria 0,07 0,08 0 6 0.03 | 0.00
Influenza ,.. 0,19 0. 17 o 20 0,15 | U,Gl
Smallpox ... - = e o %
Measles s 0,03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.01
Notifications - |
Typhold Fever 0,03 0,02 i Q.03 0.04
Paratyphold | 0.03

Poever san 0.09 0.12 | 0. 09 0.05
Cerebro 8Spinal -

Favep ?... 0.25 Oa 31 i 2, 20 0, 30 0,07
Scarlet Yever r.47 1.49 | 1.51 1.01 1.07
ﬂipht-hariﬂ. ' 1- 25 1! 5:" 1. 19 6'9} ':'- 21
Erysipelss... 0. 30 0.36 0. 27 0.50 0.21
E’mﬂllP“ L T ) o - i
liemeles PR 10, 33 8. 27 10.47 L. 77 15.47
Pneumonia ... 1.25 155 1,04 1.07 0.55

Rates per 1,000 Live Births,
Deaths under one
year of age... 59 71 56 68 35.4
Deaths frow Dim-
rrhoea & Enter-
itis under two
years of age 5.1 745 L.6 6.8 0.96
!
Rates per 1,000 Total 3irths (i.e. Live end Still)
Mat &
idortality -
e 1M
nfection
No.1l . 0.48 ) 0.93
ntggpg 41 :_: 1.75 ;Hut availsble 1,86
Tﬂtﬁl 'R El 23 2! ?g
Hotifications -
Puerperal 504
PuE:;§§a1 ek 11,91 15.64 9.43 : 13,56
Pyrexia ,.. l 19.3
including
Puerpersl Fever,

# A dash (=) signiffes that there were no deaths.






