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peieaed ey J. L. e & Soms,

reat (Qupem Stroet,

My Lorp,

I mave been induced to take the liberty of addres
your Lordship on a very important subject, namely, the
state of the Schools of Chemistry in the United Kingdom,
by the circumstance, that your Lordship is the head of
the venerable Institution in which I have the honour to
oecupy a chair. But, independenily of this, the high
reputation acquired by your Lordship as an accomplished
scholar and a munificent encourager of the arts, added to
the powerful inflaenee which your Londship’s high official

station and personal character must give y in her

Majesty's eouncils, would justify the call T am about to

make on your Lordship’s attention and induleence,
Convineed that no one has the interests of scisnce and
the true welfare of his country more sincerely at heart
than your Lordship, I shall make no apology for beseech-
ing your Lordship's attention to a subject which has the
most direct and powerful influc = on both, but pr d
at once to lay before your Lordship certain statements of
fact, in reference to the great importance of chemistry to
the British nation, and to the means of instruction in the
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practice of chemistry which are accessible to hor Majesty's
subjects.

In no conntry will the vast importance of chemistry to
mankind be more readily acknowledged than in Britain.
We have constantly before cur eyt in a greater degree

any other people, the innume ible applications of this
geience to useful purposes in our manufactures ; and every
one knows, that the steam engine, the safety lamp, gas light,
and a hundred other inventions, are so many benefits con-
ferred by science on mankind within the Inst half century.

But, even among us, fow are aware of the extent to
which chemical manufactures are essential to our national
prosperity, and inextricably interwoven in the whole
fabric of those useful aris on which our physical comfiort
and happiness, a8 well as ocur trade 1 commerce, ane
entirely dependent,

Your Lordship will, therefore, I trust, forgive me, if 1
yenture here briefly to trace the history of one branch of
chemical manufacture, with its applications to other

departments of industry. The example I shall select is
the manufacture of sulphuric acid, which has in this
country reached so high a state of perfection. I shall
endeavour to explain the cause of that inc reased demand
which led to the great improvements in the manufacture
of this acid, the very remarkable resulis which gradually
fAowed feom its increased supply at a low price, and the
important bearings of this branch of industry on the
national interests.
It is particularly worth of remark, that these results
have followed in very rapid suceession, and that, without
exception, they have arisen from the application of purely

acientific principles to the solution of pra ctical problems ;

: ice for its own sake is the only true source of usefil
discoveries. The problems I have alluded to could only
have been solved by men who had devoted their lives r_;;
parely scient |
principles of

attair » obisets at whie ] y
1 the objects at which they aimed. The past success

ought also to teach that the dilisent research after

any E.mu‘“ al application, will yield, in course of time
practical results of equal or greater importance; that 11:
well ascertained fact in natural science is ey Imn.v-nl-
ul that the best method of promoting practical improv —
ments is to encourage scientific research, .
. In describing briefly the multiplied relations of this
important manufacture, I shall avail myself of a very able
anonymous article on the subject, which lately -'lp|l’t\||'i't|
: and has obviously been
written with a view to direct the attention of the

i the “ Allgemeine Zeitung,

] i- 5 } ermen
public to the mnportance of the subjec

5 Without pro-

ine LV 8 et 1 1 !

: ing to give a mere translation, 1 will give the substance

0 8 PR i =

of this paper, requesting your Lordship to bear in mind

that the whole ac is giv i ‘
' account I given @8 @ specin of the

effects . - i
oets ]Jl’thlL.l'—‘l h_\ one C"Il'mll.'it] manufacture only
¥y

although that is probably the most important of all, if we
except the iren manufacture, : .

'llm. first great stimulus to the improvement of the
manufacturs of sulphuric acid was given by the announee-
ment of a prize of 1,000,000 francs tE'-II],l]Um offered [..
the Emperor Nopoleon for the discoy ATl
!

. oty of a simple and
p process for extracting soda from sea salt. Soda
is well know

15
, has been used ime i z
8 .,:I'nnm time immemorial, for
B2
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the manufacture of soap and glass, two products of the
highest value to mankind. Indeed, the use of scap is 80
essential to comfort, that the quantity of soap constmed

by any people may be viewed as a direct measure of the

degree of civilization and happiness they enjoy.
nds on the feelings of comfort, nay, on the sense of

Its use

depe
the beautiful, which are inseparable from eleanliness.
Where these feelings prevail, there, we may b sure, eivil-
ization and happiness are to be found. The princes,

counts, and barons, the rich and pow erful in the middle

agres, who concealed with costly spiees and odours the
offensive exhalations of their skin and

which rarely came into contact with soap, indulged it is

of their clothes,

true, in greater luxury in their sumptuous fensts and
splendid dresses than their descendants in modern times.
But how vast is the difference between their days amd
ours, in which personal filth has come to be synonymous
with absolute misery !
It is to glass, again, that the poor man owes the inesti-
mable blessing of the fre: admission of light to his
dwelling, even in the coldest climate. It is not easy o

rerate the value of these two products, soap anad
glass, to mankind. During the war, France was deprived
of her accustomed supply of barilla (the usual source of
soda) and of soap from Spain, the ports of both countries
being watched by the British flet. The high price of
soda, soap, and i—ﬂﬂﬁi; consequent on this state of matters,
led to the offer of the prize above mentioned ; and the
problem was solved by the French chermist, LEsLaxc, who

farnished a cheap and simple process for extracting aoda

from sea salt.  France soon supplied herself at a che

rate than before ; manufuctol of soda, soap, and glass,

arose and flourished ; and the bitter feelines excited

among the Spaniards by the permanent loss of a lucrative

e 3 pe rative

ule were not without their influence in bringing the

Peninsular w, \ urling
sular war to a ate conclusi i i

0 a fortunate conclusion, and in Inurling

ipoleon from the imperial throne.

E*I_u‘-J- were the immediate tesults of Leblane’s discovery:
but it is painful to add, that he never received the mwu:x;
-h;_- had so well deserved. The restoration sccurred in the
mhn.-r:al; the new government had more pressing debts
to dischs ; and it is understood that the claim I::u: ILUH;'
been shut out by prescription.  Let us now consider the
nature of Leblanc's proc

To convert salt i rs
4 ert salt i s r i 2 i
o soda, the first step, aecordi

this proce 3 to

. , which is now, with some modific ions, uni=
formly followed, is to convert the salt into sulphate of
soda, This can only be done by me

: ans of sulphuric ac
s phunic acid,

_ .h 801bs, are required for 1001bs. ofgalt. Hence, ons
of the first effects of Leblanc's discovery was, to tr'.::\lllu i
very large demand for sulphuric acid. Tt iniaby ious tlIL:l
as soon as the government, by redu i

& the duty on salt
reduced its price to :

a minimum, the price of soda became
dependent on that of sulphuric acid. This circumstanee
1] i i s .
tcsgt_.ﬂu-r with the extensive demand, and the large profits
rlr:dmc:! by the makers of sulphuric acid, turned :!| tlen-
tion of men of science to the improvement of this Intter
T .wf:u-mn-j and every year produced some new amelio-
ration, while the price of the acid steadily fell, and the
dl‘llii.lllil for it as steadily increased. ]l:ikl‘m-u ,uu:: u—‘\_q-
studied by the most aceomplished chemists, and broy —;:t
by degrees to its present nearly perfect state, A
Sulphuric acid is made in vessels, or rather chambers, of
lead, and so large is the scale of operations in s<;n1c:




manufactories, that one of these chambers would contain
with ease a middle-sized house of two stories. nearly
does practice in these great manufactories approach to
theory, that 100 Ibs. of sulphur, which, by theory, should
1 306 Ibs. of sulphuric acid, do actually yield 300 Ibs.
In thig manufacture, the price of the product depends
partly on the apparatus, partly on the price of the
materials, sulphur and saltpetre ; and in both, a great re-
duction hias been effected. Till lately, the plates of lead,
of which the chambers are formed, were soldered together
with difficulty, by means of lead, no other golder being
able to withstand the action of the acid. The operatic
of soldering cost nearly as much as the plates themselves;
but now that the oxy-hydrogen blowpipe is used for the
purpose, tl pense i= & mere trifle, while the operation
iz 50 casy, thata child may [n:Il"JlIlL it. Again, the acid
was formerly concentrated in enormous glass retorts; these

were exposed 1o breakage, oe ioning heavy loss, and

destroying the furm ; wvessels of platinum are now

used for eoncentrating the acid, and although these
sometimes cost from £1,000 to £1,500 apicee, they are
found, from their durability, to be a source of economy,
anid have materially contributed to bring about the very
low price of the acid: moreover, it is the demand for
platinum for such vessels that alone renders profitable
the working of the Russian mines of that metal. We
may see by this, how every discovery ancts in many
et ways, and alw advantageousl

When economy had been pushed thus far in the appa-
ratus, the price of the materials became a point of more
importance than previously; that of nitre was so high,

as to stimulate the maopufacturer to search for some

..,
i

substitute, which was speedily found in the nitrate of
soda, enormous beds of which cover whole plains in
South America. This salt is much cheaper than saltpetre,
and preferable to it for the manufacture both of nitric
acid and of sulphuric acid; but besides the direct effect of
cheapening these acids, the introduction of nitrate of soda,
by limiting the use of saltpetre to the making of gun-
powder, for which nitrate of soda does not answer, has
produced the indirect effect of cheapening gunpowder,
the price of saltpetre necess ily falling as the demand
for it diminished. This must be, in time, a ma 1 souree
of saving to governments,

Finally, with regard to the chief material, sulphur, on
which the price of sulphuric acid now principally depends,
it is well known that our manufacturers derive nearly
their whole supply from Sicily, so that Naples may be
#aid to possess a monopoly of that article, That the trade
in sulphur is highly important to both nations is obvions,
when we reflect on the enormous quantities of sulphuric
acid now manufactured in Britain alone. A small manufac-
tory will produce from 250 to 300 tons annually; o large
one 3,000 tons, er more: it is no wonder, then, that the
late interruption to the trade in sulphur caused great unensi-
ness among our manufacturers; but it had another effect:
the attention of chemists was keenly directed to other
means of procuring sulphur, and, during the period of
obstruction to the sulphur trade, it is said that no le
than fifteen patents were taken out in  England for
recovering the sulphur from the sulphurie acid used in
the soda manufacture. The restoration of the trade to its
accustomed ehannel has postponed the aceomplishment

of this object; but the impulse has been given, and
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Naples may ere long find good couse fo regret that she
ever allowed any obstruction to the trade in sulphur,
We have whole mountains of gypsum and heavy spar,
and abundance of pyrites and galenan, all of them
minerals containing sulphur, which we shall one day find
the means of extracting economically ; indeed, during
the period above alluded to, many tons of sulpluric i
ly made from iren pyrites. When we con-

were actun
sider the resources of modern chemistry, it will not appear
improbable, that if the sulphur trade had been obstructed

for a year longer, it might by this time have been lost to

nles for ever.

These considerations are of themselves sufficient to
shew that the manufacture of sulphuric acid has become
a matter of national importance, were it only on account
of its use in making soda; that alkali iz now sold in a
state of perfect purity, and at a wonderfully low price, so

low, indeed, as almost to have put an end to the use of
potash. The quality of glass and scap has been very much
improved, and their price greatly diminished ; the consump=
tion of both articles has naturally increased in a correspond-
ing ratio. Wood ashes, no longer in demand to nearly the
same extent as formerly for manufuctures, must also fisll
in price, and will soon be cmployed as one of the most
powerful manures for our wheat fields.

Such are u few of the bearings of the manufacture of
sulphuric acid, called into existence, or at least vitally
improved, by the demand for cheap soda: but this is not
all ; and although it is impossible here to follow out all
the ramifications of this remarkable branch of industry, T

ot refrain from pointing ont one or two of its imme-

dinte results, which bave not yet been adverted to,

0

It has already been mentioned, that sea salt, in order
to yield soda, must first be converted int
soda; now, in acting on the salt
sulphuric acid, an enormous quantity of mur wcid is
produced, which, in the lier periods of the manufacture
of soda from salt, was thrown away as worthle great
were the profits realized on the soda ; but muria acid
contains chlorine, and no other compotiiid of chlorine
yields that body more essily or more cheaply than
i i, The bleaching properties of -:]lJm-il;c- were
known, but had not yet been applied on the great seale,
At first the chlorine was engaged directly from the
muriatic acid, and brought in contact with 1];._-'{_-|..1r. to be
bleached, in the form of 83 but it was soon found that
he combining the chlorine with lime, it might be obtained
in & solid form (bl ching powiler capable of transport-
ation to any distance; henee arcse a new and lucrative
munufacture, of such importance, that it may safely he
asserted, that, but for the discovery of the bl Ljn-'
powder, the cotton manufactures of Britain would tu:ru—;
have attained their present development : nay more, had
the British manufacturers been tisd down to the old
methed of bleaching, they could not long have competed
in the price of cottons, with France or Germany, J

To bleach in the old style, the first requisite is land,
and that good and well exposed meadow land.  The eloth
must be exposed for several we ks, and that only during
sumier, to sun and , and must besides he u-:u‘n:i 3 |L|‘\'
watered by hand. Now, a single manufactory, of mode-
rate swee, near Glasgow, bleaches, on the new system, on

y 1,400 | 5 of eloth duily throughout the

year. Let us only consider what an amount of capital
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would be required merely to rent the land necessary for
bleaching in the old manner this enormous quantity of
cloth, in the vicinity of a v city. t us reflect on the
time and labour that would be indispensable, and we shall
soon perceive that, with such burdens, the British manu-
ficturer conld not compete with his rivals on the continent,
where vast tracts of fine meadow land might be had, «
tant from any great city, at a far cheaper rate, and in &
more sunny climate. The superiority of our machinery
would thus be in a great measure neutralised, were it
not for the manufacture of bleaching powder, which in
its turn depends on those of sulphuric acid and of
soda. I meed not do more than allude to the use of the
bleaching powder in paper-making, which is one great
cause of the superior quality and low price of paper in
Britain,
Another important use to which the muriatic acid pr

duced in the szoda manufacture, and formerly thrown

away, is now applied, is that of preparing cheap and

superior glue from bones. Bon consist of bone earth
and glue; the former is readily dissolved by diluted nuri
tic acid, while the latter is left, and hos only to be dis-
solved in warm water to be ready for use, The acid sc
tion of the bone earth, on the other hand, promises to be
an admirable form of using that earth as manure. Pro-
fessor Liebig, in his late valuable work on Agricultural
Chemistry, has recommended this applicati At pre-
sent, the solution in question is thrown away as useless
in the glue manufactories.

The last application of sulphuric acid which I shall

here mention is a very recent one, and owes its origin to

11

Lussae., [t consists in ils employment in the refining or
purification of silver. -

Silver, as it comes from the mines, is alloved with one-
half, or rather more, of copper. It also contains & small
quontity of gold. It must be refined—that purified ;
and the pure or fine silver is then alloyed with the due
amount of capper to form the standard silver,

Raw silver was formerly refined by cupellation, a pro-
cess which cost about 35s, for 50 Ibs, of silver, The gold
contained in the silver would not repay the expense of ox-
tracting it, and was therefore allowed to rer n, and to
circulate in the silver, |=]:.~iu!=|!|-|3- worthless,  But by
means of sulphuric acid, cupellation is avoided ; the silver
is refined at @ most trifling eost, and the gold is obtained
by the same operation : nay, even the copper which v
formenly lost, is now preserved: and although the gold only
amounts to from ggisth to Jo5th of the weight of the
silver, vet as its value is about 14 per cent, of that of the
silver, it not only repays the whole expense of refining,
but leaves a clear profit to the refiners. This beautiful
application of chemistry has given rise to the singular and
apparently anomalous result, that the seller of raw silver

ves from the mint the exact quantity of pure silver
h his alloy, on being tested, is found to contain, and
likewise the whole ameunt of the copper present in the
alloy, thus apparently paying nothing for the process of
refining. The refiner is paid by the gold which he retains,
and which formerly lost to every one. The sav g
effected by this improvement to the French mint is stated
to have been enormous,
I must not dwell longer on details of this kind; but I

would meation, in passing, that but for the wonderfully




low price of sulphuric acid, it would have been impossible

to produce a number of uzeful artic
e candles, ]-]msplumlel, E!ho.»'»-

not yet mentioned ;

snch as the beautiful steari
phorus matches, L ifer matches, and many other pro-
duets equally remarkable for their superior quality and
for their astonishing ness, The present prices of
sulphuric, nitrie, and mariatic acids, of sodw, soap, g

phosphorus, &c. &c. would have been considered, & quar-
ter of o century ago, as fabulous and impossible.  Who
reries, or what improvements

on old ones, may arise during the next twenty-five years T

can foresee what new disce

I trust that the foregoing considerations will render it
obvious that our chemical manufictures possess o higher
degree of national importance than |lc'-i|l|e' are ;t:lll-rilli}'
aware of, Let us only reflect in how many w
in the price of sulphuric acid would be disadvantageously

1

felt ; that it wonld affect the price of soda, soap, glass,

bleaching powder, cotton, and all the products 1 have

mentioned, besides many more; and it will then appear
quite natural that the late obstruction to the sulphur
trade should have threatened to excite war. Itis clear
that these manufactures are now inscparably conmected
wilh st every branch of our trade and commeree, and
that they cannot suffer without causing severe national
logs,
It is obyious, from these facts, that if any nation is
bound to encourage and promote the study of practical
it is the British nation, which | e, o
continues to derive, such vast advantages from the appli-
cation of its principles to the useful arts. Yet, if we in-
te the subject, we shall find that the opportunities
afforded in this country for the study of practical chemis-

13

try are exceedingly limited : and that, in point of fact, we
Ppossess no institution where the student can acguire, at a
reasonable rate, the art of scientifie rescarch, in the only
way in which it can really be acquired, that iz, by con-
stant practice in the laboratory. i

The elements of chemistry must always be taught by
lectures, and for these there may be said to be sufficient
provision in this country. But lectures are not suificient :
they cannot carry the student beyond the el ments, amd
the idea of teaching the art of research in lecturbs is quite
absurd. That art eonsists in the making of experiments,
with & view to ascertain some new truth, or to correct
S0me error,

Every experiment may be regarded as a question
dressed to Nature : the phenomena observed are the words
of the I; ge in which Nature answers the question ;
and it is only when the inquirer is familiar with the lar
puage, and when the question is dis netly put, than an
answer can be expected.  If these conditions be fulfilled,
the answer is obtained without fiuil, and the observer is

nalile of interpreting it

Now in the lecture-room we ean only learn the alphabet,
as it were, of this langunge, the elements of the new
£pe sch 3 such are, for example, the EJI'nJJl'l'tia-:-uf'mutlc-:, the
laws of combination, and the characters by which one
body is to be distinguished from another. It is in the
laboratory alone that we can learn the use of this alpha-
bet ; that we can become familinr with the words it yields ;
that we can learn to shape our questions aright and to
read the answers, When we know thus |||uc-];, we ean
enter on research with some prospect of succe and it

18 niot too much to sy, that no question has ever been
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distinetly addressed to Nature inthe language of experi-
ment, which has not veceived an answer ; that no problem
in natural science has ever been clearly given, which has
not been experimentally resolved. Hence the vast, the
paramount importance to the chemist of a proper educa-
tion in the art of research, or, in other words, of practical
chemistry.

But practical chemistry, or the art of research, is,
from its very nature, an expensive study ; probably much
more expensive than any other branch of education.

here are required, first, a convenient and spacicus labo-
ratory, expressly fitted up for the purpose; secondly, o
complete apparatus; thirdly, a large supply of fuel ;
fourthly, the substances or materials without which che-
mistry cannot be practised ; and lastly, a qualified assiat-
ant, t"(|||:|||]=' of taking ch of the laboratory, and of
superintending, under the professor, the working pupils ;
besides preparing the experiments for the lectures, which,
for the benefit of beginners, should always be given ina
practical school.

The laboratory must include several rooms, of which
onie, the largest, should be devoted to the practical ope
tions of the students. This room must be well supplied
with water, airy, well lighted and ventilated ; it must con-
tain several furnaces and hearths, so armnged as to allow
the products of combustion to be carried off: one large
sand-bath at least, with a hot air chamber below it; a still,
for providing o constant supply of distilled water; and,
finally, it must be well furnished with tables, drawe
presses, and shelving,

With regard to apparatus, besides the common and in-

dispensable articles of glass, poreelain, and metal, includ-

ing portable furnaces for charcoal and gas, and spirit
laraps, every laboratory of research should POESESE one or
more delicate but strong balances, with aceurately divided
welghts ; one or more air pumps, with numerous plates of
ground metal, capable of being detached from the pump
when exhausted, and kept in that state.
A store of glass and other ondin v apparatus should be
in a distinct room, which should be sold at prime
cost to the students, that ench may have his own, as far
ot least a8 the smaller articles are concerned. A blow-
pipe table for working glass should be attached to this
store-room, or to another in which the stock of materials
is kept. A small room, clear of the Inboratory, is also
required for the bal #, nir-pumps, and other delicate
apparatus, which would be injured by eorrosive vapours.
In this room, a select library of chemistry, for the use of
students while in the I:l!lll!:ll()rll', ought to be kept ; and
cither here or elsewhere, a eabinet of chemical specimens,
carefully arranged and labelled, should be preserved, for
the purpose of illustration. I possible, there ought to
be an inferior laboratory or small kitchen, for operations
on the e seale, such as the distillation of acids, and
the preparation of other products consumed in a labora-
tory of research ; and a sheltered table in the open air
ought to he provided, for offensive and unwholesome pro-
cesses, which eften oeccur.  OF course, th must he a
cellar for fuel.  Finally, the lecture-room ought to adjoin
the laboratory, if possible, that all the apparatus, m.;.m-

riale, and specimens, required in the lectures, may be cloge
at hand.

Buch is a brief and imperfect sketch of what is abso-

lutely essential in a laboratory where the art of research
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is to be taught. T regret to say, that hardly any univer-
sity in this country, and but few on the continent, can be
said to possess one-half of this necessary necommodation.

In the laboratory of the university of Giessen, built and
furnished under the superintendence of Professor Lieb
all the conveniences above mentioned, and a good many
more, 1 been liberally supplied. I have carefully
examined the whele of Professor Liebig's arrangements,
and shall have occasion presently to allude to the good
effects produced by them. At present, I would direct
attention to the fact, that although such arrangements
eannot be carried into effect without expense, yet the sum
required, if the plans be judicious, is far smaller than could
possibly have been expected. It is certain that, in many
cases, more money has been expended on the most im-
perfect laboratory than would have sufficed to produce
one even superior to that of Giessen,

The necessity of a qualified assistant will appear, when
we consider the continual superintendence required by
beginners in practical chemistry, and the vital nec agity of
order and method in a laboratory. It is true that the

ot may often obtain the temporary assistance of

dvanced pupil, who exchanges his labour for the
additional knowledge to be thus acquir hut this can
never supersede the necessity of a permanent assistant,
who knows by experience the wants of the students, and
learns to keep up a ular supply of those mate
which must be made in the laboratory, beeause they
cannot be purchased at all, or cannot be purc 1 cheap.
Indeed, with all the gratuitc d that students can give,
the place of assistant is one of severe lubour. The assist

ant must therefore have a salary, the amount of which

will vary in different localities and under different cie-
cumstances, Hesides such an pssistant, however, qualified
by his chemical knowledge, there must be a servant for
the coarser and menial work, who iy seon learn to per-
form certain useful operitions, and who may also be store-
eper.  He must also be paid, in one form or another,

The absolutely necessary expenses of o luboratory may
therefore be clussed under three heads

1. The original outlay in building and furnishing the
laboratory.

2. The annual outlay for materials, for the wear and
tear of apparatus, and for fuel.

3. Thesalaries of an assistant and a servant.

It is clear that this expense must be borne, either by
the institution itself to which the laboratory belongs, by
the publie, by the professor, or, finally, by the students.

In this country, the existing laboratories have generally,
indeed I may say always, been provided by the universi-
ties to which they belang ; while the burden of the annual
expenditure is thrown on the professor or on the students,
In most cases, the apparatus, or a great part of it, has
been purchased by the professor, and conseque itly belongs
to him, an arrangement fraught with inconvenience in the
case of the death or removal of the professor, and the
appointment of his successor,

It has already been stated that our laboratories are

generally very far from being eomplete, and the same may

be gaid of the apparatus. This is only the natural result

of the system, by which so la 1 share of the expe is
thrown on the professors or on the students.  Even where
# tolerable laboratory and apparatus have been provided,
it eannot reasonably be expected that the teacher should

(s




18

bear the annunl expense, ‘There is but one way in which
T e oid a he vy logs, and that is, by charging a high
fee for laboratory practice.  In Paris, the usual fee for an
10 francs, or £60. In Lon-

months’ course, it is generally about £50.
1 be more certain than that these charges,
although far from exorbitant, are quite beyond the means
Nor is it among those who can
readily affc s that the most diligent students
are to be found. The natwral consequence is, that but
few students study al chemistry on these terms. In
short, the attempt to throw the burden on the students
effectually prevents the formation of an efficient school of

reapnarch,

Intl ingtances inwhich sucha scheol has been formed,
amdl has existed for a time, the burden has invariably been
horne by the teachers, whe have exacted only such fees as
were within the power of the stwdents to pay; but as
thiz plan invol :1 18 logs to the te e, it hias also
failed in creating an cfficient school. Those teachers
who, much to their credit, have made the attempt, have
found it absolutely necessary to relinguish it, after sus-

ensiderable loss

At present several laboratories are nominally open to

advanced students, for the purposes of research, at the
high fee above mentioned, or even at a charge considerably
lower, but it may be stated as certain, that such o school
as | am anxious to see established nowhere exists in the
United dom.

That such a school, however, may be formed, and nay
flourish without any peculinr ndvan 5 of situntion, we

have positive proof in the cuse of Giessen, already allu
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to, where, at this moment, fifty practical students are em-
ployed in the laboratory; the number having steadily
increased up to this point during the last fifteen years,
and more especially since the completion of the labora-
tory in 1835,

In this country, for the reasons above stated, hardly
any students have the advantage of a tolerably complete
education in chemistry, except the few who act as assist-
ants to our professors ; but even they have not the same
advantages as the students at Giessen, becaunse the lan-
guishing condition of our sehoolz affords no inducement to
multiply the facilities of practical study.  As a proof of the
truth of this statement, it may be menfioned that any one
who wishes to become practically familiar with the pro-

es employed in org ilysis cannot do so at
home ; hut must go either to Paris, to 'I';u;];n? to Gottin-
grem, or to Giessen, where he will see all these important
operations hourly practised.

Many of our rising chemista, indeed all such as have dis-
tinguished themselves by rescarches in organie chemistry,
have studied this branch of scicnce on the continent ; and
I eould name several of our pro rs who have done the
same.  These facts can only be accounted for by the want
of proper schools at home; and that this is no tem worary
deficiency is obvious from the fact that the nwmber of
young British chemists who s wdy abroad is annually in-
crenging ; while a reference to the scientific journals will
shew, that till our students adopted the system of stud
ing in the continental ools, organie chem stry, which
has made such amn ing progress of late yaars, was culti-
vatbed almost exclusively on the continent, and lamentably

neglected here,
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It may safely be affirmed, that if proper schools of re-

arch had existed in the United Kingdom, British chemista

would have taken a far more active part in the cultive

tion of organic chemistry, Our general neglect of this
fertile and inexhaustible of discovery, theimportance
of which cannot be overrated, is i If & sufficient proof
that our system of instruction must have been very defi-
cient.

On the other hand, nothing can prove more clearly the
superiority of the system established at 'Giessen than the
acknowledred fet, that to thissehool alone we are indelited
for a very lange proportion of those researches which have
advanced org chemistry to its pre L v flourishing
condition. It would hardly be exagreration to &
all the other schools of E : sther have not done
more for organie chemistry than the school of Giessen.
The resort to it of students from all parts of the world is

wther proof of the very high character it has acquired as
a school of research.

Let us inquire, therefore, what there is, in the system
adopted ot Gieszen, to account for results so different from
those which have flowed from the system followed in this
and some other countrics,  'We shall find the cause of the
difference Lo be very hiln]J.LL'.

The principle on which the School of Practical Chemis-
try at G is founded is that of enabling the professor
to open his laboratory, provided as it is with cvery thing
necessary for research, on terms which allow almost
every student with ease to avail himself of the oppor-
Lumity.

At an early period, I expect, through the kindness of

Professor Liebix, to be enabled |..i:.).- before your Lordship

the plans of the at Giessen, with a .statement
of its actual cxj other important

management : at present I can do no more than :_::.\'n- a very
brief and ge ount of the expenses connected with
it, and the terms on which it is opened to students. 1 beg
leave to state, that in this matter I speak from intin
personal knowledge of the laboratory, and of the work

of the system there adopted.

The professor has a handsome salary and a free house.
The Inboratory has been built, on plans approved by him,
at the expenze of his government; and the ent st
including all fur id-baths, water-j , and the
numeraus indispensable fixtures of a laboratory, amounted

t £1,120 sterling. Considering
its extent a 55, and the large number of stu-
dents it can accommodate, this sum must be regarded as
very small ; and it is certain that more has often been ex-
pended in the construction of far inferior laboratories, In
many of our universities, 1 have no doubt that a much
smaller sum, judiciously expended in altering, enlarging,
or improving the existing laboratories, would suffice to

ample smodation for such anumber of students
!‘! IIC' r";{“'"t"'l to enter 1E|.|'[||. [':l- an ;l\"':xl;ﬂ',
£1,000 might be assumed as sufficient, making allowance
for the higher price in this country, both of labour and of

» not know whether the above
U sen ineludes any part of the move-
uble apparatug, or, if it does so, how much. But of this
kind of aratus our universitics have generally a toler-
able supply, 1L is often, in oreat part, the property
of the professor, At all events, n moderate sum would gecurs

asulficient apparitus, to belony to the Jabormts and o be
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uzed by all the students, under certain re ations ; while
ench student, according to the plan followed at Giessen,
which I will presently describe, should purchase certain
cheap articles of apparatus, to belong to himself, and to
b used by himself s lone.

The next point in the system adopted at Giessen is the
annual allowance for laboratory expenses, that is—for wear
and tear of apparatus, for chemical materials, and for
fuel. At Giessen, the annual allowance, under this head,
is about £130, which is found sufficient to defray the cost

of the leeturera and laboratory, when the working students

do not exceed fifteen, It is paid by the government.

The government also pays the salaries of Etant
and a servant. Two or more assistants are necessary
when the working pupils are numerous ; but at present 1
cannot say whether the sccond assistant is paid by the
government or by the professor. 1 know that a thind,
when required, is paid for by the professor.

The fees paid by working pupils are calenlated aceord-
ing to the number of days per week, during the course,
that they employ in the Iaboratory; it being found fi
more advantageous to devote one whole day to practical
chemistry than two half ones, owing to the tedious nature
of many processes, which, besides, cannot be interrupted.

v mich is the case, that no student is received,
except on condition of devoli utire day to pract
chemistry. These who work one day during the week
pay 13 florins for the conrse, or about £1. 2¢
additional day, the charge is the same;

great majority, who work six days per week, pay

floring, or about £G. 145, for the course, enpth of

the course is from eight 1o months,
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Each student provides himself, from a stock kept by
the gervant, and sold at prime cost, with a certain gquan-
tity of apparatus, such as a spirit lamp, test tubes, com-
bustion tubes for analysis, precipitating jars, evaporating

basing, funnels, &e.  These articles belong to himself ex-
clusively, and remain at that part of the table which is
marked off for him. The tables are furmished, at fre-
quent intery with complete sets of bottles, labelled
in enamel, containing all the necessary re-agents: these
belong to the laboratory. When a student’s course is
finished, he either takes with him the apparatus he has
purchased, or disposes of it to o new-comer. Many of the
students take home with them complete sets of portable
apparatus, of which t ve learned the use,
The fee above mentioned, and the small apparatoe
constitute the whole of the necessary charge to the stu=-
nt, and the latter is a very trifling item in Germany.
In this country, glass and poreelain, for chemical pur-
lerably dearer s heing of very inforior
i regard to gl Wers 50
for chemical purposes, to
it home, or if the duty on foreig 3 mil por-
in, imported for scientific prrposes, were remitted, as
it ought to be, h apparatus might be as cheap in this
conntry as it has long, to the t benefit of science,
been on the continent. The heavy duty (or rather duties,
for there are two, amounting to about 50 or 60 per cent.)

on foreis

n glass is o most serions obstacle o the eultiva-
tion of chemistry in this country.

The student, having |l|-\'.iﬂl.l-‘._\' athe 1 lectures on
chemistry, ia first carried through a co of qu live

he is thevoughly ac inted with the e




racters of chemical substane He then proceeds to enter
on some original investigation, either selected by himself,
or suggested by the professor. He thus rapidly acquires &
full command over the resources of chemistry, and is very
generally enabled to obtain results worthy of publication.
By this means he becomes known, and in a short time
obtains some situation, either as professor in o university
oF gymnasium, assistant to o professor, or superintendent
of some chemical manufucture.

It is worthy of notice, that whether the object of the
student be o qualify himself as a teacher of chemistry, to
learn the bearing of that science on medicine and physi-
ology, or to become a manufac the same purely
scientific education in the art of research is recommended
to all. It would be impossible, for example, to teach

apecially all the different chemical manufactures, so that
the future iron-smelier should learn enly iron-smelting,
the soap-boiler only soap-hoiling, & , if possible, it
would be the reverse of beneficial, It is found by ex-
perience, that when all leamn the general principles of
chemistry, they acquire the specinl details of any mann-
facture in the manufactory in a far shorter time than they
could have done in the laboratory. No attempt is made,
therefore, to tench on t small gcale processes that must
be practised on the large scale.  The student learns practi-
cally those principles by which all chemical manufactures
must be regulated, and the result may be best stated in
the words of Professor Lichig himself.

1t is generally in fear and trembling that they follow

“ my advice, which is, to devote their whole attention, not

“ to imitating manufacturing pro in the laboratory,

* but to leaming how purely scientific problems are to be

resolved. T ntellect soon and easily learns how to
finel the best means : it is they themselves who modify
and shape their means according to circumstances.
Every operation, every analysis, which serves to clear
up a given question, or which must be performed
order to discover the conditions essential to the resolu-
tion of the problem, has a specific object.  Each process
thus acquires o certain charm that effectually wards off
“ fatigne; and when the problem is one olved, the
student has learned the means of solving all similar
problems. I am acquainted with many of my former
pupils who are now at the head of every variety of
chemical manufacture.  Without having ever practised
these in the laboratory, they became in the first half-
hour perfectly familiar with the whele proc and the
next half-hour commonly produced a number of well-
devised improvements in the manufacture. They had
“ acquired in the laboratory the most exact knowledge of
the properties of the materials which they had to em-
ploy, and were accustomed, as the only way of avoiding
errors, to subject the products of chemical reactions to
a searching investigation in regard to their compositic
and they thus at ence discovered the sources of ervor,
the means of avoiding loss, and the best methods of
improving the apparatug, or perfecting the process.  All
this i3 not learned, when the student enters a laboratory
for the purpose of practising a given process by recipe.”*
I have been thus minute on this point, because 1 wish
to he ly known, that, cven for directly practical
purposes, the most purely scientific education is really the

® Wiber den Zustand des Chemie i Prensses, by Dr. Justus Lickig,
Professor of Chembstry st Giessen, 1840,
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best, and is more certain to lead to improvements in
practice than the most laborious experience in any one
manufacture, guined, os it generally is, at the expense of
general principles.

Such is a sketch of the system pursned at Giessen.
For its results, we have only to look at the very numerous

valuable researches which have issued from that
school ; to the large number of its pupils now d
ing themselves as teachers of chemistry, as wri
experimenters, and s chemical manufacturers ; and finally
to its lourishing condition at the prezent time, so different
from that of any British-schdol of practical chemistry.

As courses of practical chemistry are given in our
madical scheols, it may be necessary to state, that these
have hardly any thing in common with sueh a course of
instruction as I have described. They are confined
medical students, who are required to attend them ; but
they are limited to one hour daily for three months, it i
obvicus that they afford no means of ac ing th
research, As far as go, they are doubtless usaful ;
but they x b il IERsure oted to impressing
more firmly on the minds of the students the elements o
the science as taught in lectures, to pharmacy, and to the
detection of poi . The schools of practical ehemistry
which I have endeavoured to deseri il recommend are
not for medical students, but for training those who wish
to devote themselves to chemistry as a profession; and

such schools we have not.

It will now, I trust, appear clearly, that the cause of

this deficiency is the circomstance, tl the mnece Y
cxpenditure, not being srwise provided for, falls on the

teacher or the pupil, neither of whom is whle to bear it.
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It is the liberality of the government of Hesse Darmstadt,
in cnabling Professor Liehig to open his laboratory on
reasonable terms, that alone has made the establishment of
a achool of res possible at Giessen ; and il:IIL:L_\' El i'|'|}'
be stated, that till our professors are enabled to do the
same, they will never succeed in forming such a school.

I have endeavoured to shew that the necessary expense
is not very heavy, although b wyond the means of our
||mﬁ:=sor.4 or of our students. I would fain hll]ll!. that
where a uuimlmit_\' PoSSESEES funds applicable to such an
object, the authorities, when convinced of its importance,
will not hesitate to provide whal may be required. But
your Lordship is well aware, that in the Scottish univer-

sities there are no funds ont of which this expense could

be defraved. I believe that every one of them, without

exception, has made considerable sacrifices with a view of

promoting the study of chemiatry ; but more is required,
and I trust your Lordship will agree with me in thinki
that the importance of the object justifies an application
to government.

I would mot be understood to ohjeet to the system,
which has produced such good effects in the Scottish
universities, of making the income of o professor depend-
ent, in a great measure, on his diligence and success as a
lecturer, But before this pring can be applied, the
cxpenses necessary to carry on the course must, when they
are congiderable, be otherwize provided for, No professor,
out of the income derived from students’ fees alone, could
support the expenses of wa practical school, including
laboratory, app erials and assistants ; and if th
fee be raised, the school will fail for want of students,

Even where lectures alone are given, the expense is
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guch, that the necessity and justice of relieving the pro-
fessor, of the whole or of the ter part of it, has alwiys
been admitted. Hence o laboratory and apparatus, how-
ever imperfect, is generally supplied ; and there is, I
believe, oceasionally an allowance for an assistant, or for
laboratory expenses. But in no case that I am acquainted
with are the allowances such, that the expenses do not
materially encroach on the income derived from fees, even
in the case of the mere lecturer; while in most cases, not
only is the accommodation guite insufficient, but the whole
expenditure is borne by the professor; a burden from
which, in almost every* other branch of education, the
teacher is necessarily free. The expense is naturally
increased where practical chemistry is tanght.

It may be said, that tish chemists have hitherto,
under the present system, borne their full share in the
discoveries of modern seience : and the remark is true, down
to a certain period.  When, towards the end of the last

ntary, the r rches of Lavoigier, Bluck, Cavendish,
Priestley and Scheele, created the modern science of

istry, it was for gome time eultivated, with zeal and

tinguished men in all eountries ; and

if the continent produced Be ¥ -, We

could boast of Davy and Wollaston. But & new has
begun, and while the continental chemists, just named,
have formed flourishing schools, and connet be said
to possess a school at all. We can still hoast of individual
chemists standi evel with the most illustrious
names of the continent; but where are we to look for
their successors? Not certainly among home educated

r chemists
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the boast that we have borne our full share in modern
discoveries has for a good many seased to be trae.
The history of the rapid development of erganic chemis ry,
for example, is not one in which we have any reason to
be proud of the pluce we hold, or the share we have taken
up to the present time; and yet it is this very branch of
chemistry that forms the distinetive character of the
I'he wonder-
ful discoveries in electricity, galvanism, gnctism, light
and heat, made during the same period, although in « Ty
cases the work of chemists, helong to physics rather than
te chemistry, It is in pure chemistry that we have fallen
hehind, and no longer oceupy the position of our fathers,
and this, as I trust Thave shewn, from the want of schools
of research. Science is no longer confined, as it was filty
rs ago, W0 a few individuals ; and while our continental
ibours pluce it within the reach of all, we must do so
likewise, or be content to fall still further behind, 1 to
gee our young men, such of them at lenst a5 ean afford it,
go abroad 1o learn what they cannot learn at home.
There never was a time at which the study of chemistry
promised more splendid results than it now does. The
scientific world i3 occupied, among other subjects, with
the applications of the newly created seience of organic
chemistry to agriculture and physiology, as developed in
a recent work by Professor Lichig, That most interesting
volume ghews that we are only at the commencement of
an epoch, in which the labours of those who have estab-
lished the principles of organic chemistry will be applicd to
practice, leading to results, the value of which to mankind
cannot be estimaled, Now, for the means which have

enabled Professor Liebig to carry on the science of agri-
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culture so far beyond the point at which the illustrious
it—in & word, for the existing science of organie

ry—he hus been indebted, almost exclusively, to

urs of continental chemists; and if British

/» have had 2o small a share in laying

foundation, we cannot hope that they shall take the

lead in erecting the superstructure.

I have cited the school of (Giessen as the model of a
school of research, and I have done this for two reasons :
first, becauze I conld speak of it from acenrate personal
knowledge, and becanse its suceess is too obvious and u
versally known to be for a moment placed in doubt: second-
ly, becanse, even on the continent, it is gencrally admitted
to be superior to any other; in fact, in most continental
countries, the state of the schools of rescarch approaches
pretiy nearly to that of our own. In Austria there are
none. In Pross f a system like that of
Giessen, the exp is thrown on the student or on the

ansel the e ence i8, a3 with us, that the

ished chemists who fill the chairs of chemis-

an universities are noable to form schools

1 rarely have more than one or twe pupils,

generally assistants, engmged in research. In Paris, al-

though the ordinary students must bear the CXpinse, as

formerly stated, and consequently the few on these

terms, yet the very numerons professorships in the French

metropolis, and the 2 5 i ificd nssistants

to these, give a stimulus sufficient to form an important

schaol : ar short of what a better system
might produce.

I have great pleazure in being able to state that the ex-

ample so liberally set by the movernment of Fesse Darm-
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stadt, and the results which have followed the system
adopled at G have not been lost on other states.
The Aust rernment hag taken aures for pl acing
its schools of chemistry on a better footing; the Pros-
ian government has applied to the universities for ad-
vice and information on the subject. In Saxony much
has already been done im way of improvement ;
und  there is cvery prospeet of the establishment of an
cffeetive seh in Leipsic under Professor Erdmann.
Finally, in Hanover, a school has already arisen, at Git-
tingen, which began under the celebrated Stromeyer, and
is now steadily improving under the augpices of Profes-
a0F Wi I trust that the British government will not
be the Iast to see the importance of schools of rescarch,
or to adopt such measures as will render their permanent
existence in this country jJ-l:--~i|r||‘.

What these mensures are [ have endeavoured
to explain. ch professor ought to be suppli

id apparatus ; with an assist=

rance for them ; and with an
annual sum, for luboratory expenses, sufficient to protect
him from loss, on the supposition of a certain limited
number of working students.

I beg that your Lordship will particularly observe, that
my only object is to enable the professor to teach the art
of rescarch without loss. This branch of the profession
can never, from its nature, be a source of emolument to
him, nor indeed of advantage, except indireetly by in-
creasing his reputation ; but he is, I hambly conceive, en-
titled to the small amount derived from fees such as I have
mentioned, which form no adequate compensation for the

labour and anxiety to which he is exposed.
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tiessen, when the working pupils amount o fifteen,
the annual nllowance is just sufficient ; and the professor
receives the fees paid by these pupils.  When the number
is greater, the excess of expenditure is paid by the prof
and, of course, with a large number, soon swallows
up the fees of the working pupils—if it does not encroach
on the fees paid by the students atten the lectures
only, or on the professor’s salary, his income being made
up of the twao last items, [ have no doubt that the labo-
ratory at Giess ia, with its present numbers, and has
been for some years, a source of loss to the professor,
whose income would have been larger had he confined
himsell to lecturing, with his present salary. It will be
icient, however, for the purposes of science, if the
allowance for expenses be such as, w a given number of
working pupils, eight, ten, twelve, or fifteen, according to
the place, would leave to the teacher the fees of students
and his salary, ny. As any increase in the number of
working students beyond the preseribed number is quite
voluntary on his part, he might be allowed to pay the
ditional expense, as is done at Giessen. The general re-
sult would be, that if' the prescribed number of working
pupils were taught, the income of the professor would, at
first, be increased by the amount of the laboratory fees ;
while his lectures would most probably, in a short time,
be better attended than before, namely, by students, look-
ing forward to the laboratory, and a small addition to his
income would arise in this way also. His income, where
no salary is attached to the chair, would depend, as at
present, entirely on his success as o teacher; but we
should possess schools of reseanch, which we never can

possess, a8 long as the attempt to establish them entails
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lugs on the teacher. This, as 1 have attempied to explain,
is the case at present, when the fee is made low enough
to meet the means of the student.  The plan of protecti
the teacher by high fees has been tried, and las entir
failed.

Taking into account the usual rate of fees in this
country, and the importance of making practical chemistry
a% necessible as miay be, it appears desirable that the

teacher should be enabled to receive waorking pup|

£1. 1s. per day weekly for a course of six months: or, at

all events, at not more than £1. 105, per day weekly, A
full course of six duys weekly for six months would thus |
oodt the student, in the first ense £6. G5 ; in the seeond

-3

£9. The lutter ia n r to the standard of Giessen,
the difference in the value of money and in  general

expense be considered. But the former is certainly

in Aberdeen, whatever students in London mizht be
disposed or enabled to give. In either case, no teacher
can be expected io undertnke the labour i \H-h ol of
n this pittance be not secure—that is, il the

y expense be not otherwise provided for,

If, however, the necessary expense of laboratories of
research be provided for, 1 ¢ no doubt whatever that
schools will soon e in all our universities ; that our
young men will find the means of becomir complished
chemists at home, and will no longer be compelled cither
to go abroad their education, or to elingquish the
study if unable to do so; and that in o very few years
British chemists will assume their proper place

among the chemists of Every one who has hul
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experience in teaching chemistry must have seen, as [ have
done, many young men, with first-rate abilities and a
decided turn for eb | research, who were totally
unable to bear the expense of a thorough chemical edu

tion at home, or tc vad in search of it ; and who,
theref tarned their attention to some other profession,

the education for which was within their means.

I do not know what means the richer universities of

Orxfgrd, Cambridge, and Dub in none of which does a
school of research at present exist, may have of establish-
ing such a school ; but the Scottish universities have no
funds applicable to this purpose.  All of them have some

locality set apart as o laboratory, more or less complete

in several cases; but in two, namely, King's College,

Aberdeen, and 5t Andrew's, very deficient. In King
College, the lecture-room, a very good one, the only
laboratory ; and it is quite unfit for the accommodation of
students engaged in research. A similar armangement, 1
believe, exists in St. Andrew's. Notwithstanding this, how-
£¥) 1'!||-'|'hi|-r' point to be atlended to in Scotland would
be the annual expense, as, on the average, a small sum
would enffice to provide a laboratory. It is not easy to
see from what source, save from the public purse, the
annuil expense could be rayed, I beg leave, therefore,

onee more to express o hope that your Lordship may be

inclined, in consideration of the very great importance of

the \Ill_ie'l.'i to be attamed, to gve your countenance to an

if i bo government, Tor the ans of establishing
schools of chemical research in such of our wniversities
us dlo not possess the necessary funds for that object.

In the event of an inguiry being made into the subject,

a5

I would beg leave respectfully to suggest that Professor
Liebig should be applied to. His experience and success
as a teacher of the art of research point him out us the

individual whose testimony would be the most valuable.
I hope, before long, to be er bled to lay before your
ip the plans of the laboratory at Giessen, with

ails ; and in the mean time,
I have the honour to remain,
My Lorp,
Your Lordship's most obedient and humble servant,

WILLIAM GREGORY.
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SR,
Holding as [ do the only Professorslip ol

Military Surgery mn this country, and be r of opin-

ion that the nature and objects of the Conrse of 1

tures which I have annually delivered in this Unive

:\i1_\ for ten years ]l:l-il. is t L 1i}' known cither

to the profession or to the publie, I deem it my duty

to lay before your Committee the following Queries,

with the \exed angwers, from some of my profes-

sional brethren in the Army, the Navy, and the Hon
ble 1 India Company's Serviee.

These Queries [ havesubmit 1, exclusi '|-]_\.tn_r_f|'u‘.i|--
men of standing and experience in the above depart-
ments of the publi wrvice, who are ena , from per-
somal attendance on my Lectures, to speak to their na-
ture and objects, and only to a few of these to whom 1
bad immediate and easy access. [have a lded some ex-
tracts from 11 |.~|-r|u-.]iu:11 journals, in support of the
utility of su conrse of instruction, and am in p
sion of the strongest expr ns ul';|'||]|m1|u"1<|l: of this
course from Baron Larrey, from Sir
and from Sir William Bornett.

In relation to the class of Milita
James M ‘Grigor thu i1 hig evidenee
Royal Commission for visi

land. * In eo far ns the public




the Army, the vy, and the Service of the Honour-
£ India ( IJ,|.|||';J||._\.. I think it has been a most
beneficial addition to the Chairs of the Medical School
at Edinburgh. Besides wounds, and what is termed
ilitary Surgery, the economy of hespitals and of
hospital arransements, is in this school tausht by a
ved much in the field and in
various climates. At the end of the last w upwards
of 300 medical officers of the Army were placed on
s amd it is within my Juluwh:ufgu that many
m profited greatly by attendance on this cluss

re they returned to I'III}IlI]_\.'Illlflll on full pay.”

s the opinions of the heads of the Medical Depart-
ments of the Army and Navy are easily accessible to
the Committes, I forbear troubling you with farther
details, and will only state, that by & recent intima-
tion, the Director-General has er oined atte
upon the class of Military Surgery, on those young
gentlemen educating at this University for the Medical
Department of the Army ; that the Physician of the
Navy has given to candidates for his Department the
option of attending this class in lieuw of part of the
surgical attendance required of them ; and that the

Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh had pre-

viously given the same option to candidates for their
Diploma,

Under the + cireumstances, I wonld most |||||r:|lf|\'
submit to the Committee the propriety of giving
similar option to all students educating for the
practice of the profession, and also
similar courses of instruection in the other

a
|'|||'|'-ll
establishing

it sehools
of medicine, by which it appears to me that the pub-
lie may be materially benefited : in the irst place, by
giving to the Army and .'\':u'_}' Surgeons facilities ru:ull
eneourarement to preserve, to record, and to 3

1

jence which
lel‘rrII ﬂllll; : y acquire ; and
in the co
in the second |
body of profes
their qualifica

lways at command &
1 ith indice to

nal men, who, without prejudice
| practitioners, may be
ucted in the duties develving

icularly i
more particularly i E

i i blic ARV
upon medical officers in the public s o
: 3 OrY CIEFTENEY.
competent to act npon every cmergency
I have the honour to be,
Sim,
Your most ohedient humble servant,

Geo. Bavrisears, M.
s Professor of Military Surgery.
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dent to every medieal officer who has had
being present with a ge army on actual service, or long
harassing marches inl:l tropical climate ; he must feel how de.

he was in performing duty that was required from

him in those ard ituati i
arduous situations without a knowledge of Mili-
tary Su ity

The v
these lectures
and seame
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1 you | livered for so ma .
to yourself and it to others. To offer, there-
fore ¢ or alte your eourse would be as likely
to 1mm ns 3 50 y i I
f 1r_|.h to imj the present system ; for it has been
wnd well digest
T A. Corvanp Hurcnisox.

3, Duwehess Nireet, nd Piace, 19tk Feb, 1834,
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s—the great variety of y lents to
L5
itary 1 Nav:
so fully and ably illustrated by the present
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samee Queries were submilted fo Avres MiLanew, Esg.
geon, Koyal Nar | answered as fol g

vy, and another on my return home, after «
period of nineteen years® service.
That it i nently useful,
ation of every r BUrgeon in-
1 for the public service, as it comprehends many points
ided in other courses of surgery, and brings un
view the various duties of a medical officer, who, on ent
s official situation, without such information, m
self wofully ignorant, however well edu ed he may o
wise be, if placed in a situstion where he must act by himself.
3. The plan is new so judicious, that I cannot think that any
alteration would improve it.
A. MiLarux, S 1, . N.
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» First Query, v : pleasure to state,
h th M cts of the course
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rius Prof

young m
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the health of troops, in the various situations in
¥ may be placed,—in camp, and in quarters,—the
ndl construction of hospitals and barra together with
ternal e 3 1 nents, and discipline, 1 con- ; : R ;
sider to be particy & and essentinl to those on 3 okt " e

whom such impe re ilities may devolve. The o e ";[ ml_‘ e
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3. With regard to the third and last Query, 1 have nothing to
The plan appearcd to me g
of any
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and it 15 on nccount of the instrue
v points that I deem the course pecu-
important for medical students preparing for the army

or [ru' navy.
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branch of the duty medical offieer would eml
following | - I principles of the
of an army
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erent branches of tl
al inspection of re
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Tuere i no danger of its being supposed by medical
men, that the following sketch is offered as a new No-
sology ; sach o work requires definitions which are not
here attempted.  Neithegds it intended as a new arrange-
ment of all human disea®s. Al that is proposed is, to

arrange those discases which ean be conveniently treated

of in asingle course of lectures, on principles not new,

but not hitherto applied as fully as they might be.

The arrangement of any class of natural objects may
be attempted in a variety of v the arrangements
will differ principally by the gireumstances selected as the
grounds of distinction in the principal divisions, It is of
consequence that the grounds of distinetion used in mak-
ing the first divisions should be easily ascer! because
when we wish to refer any natural object to its place in

ment, an error in the primary divisions is mone
irremediable than in the subsequent.

In arranging diseases, two principal circumstances pre-
sent themselves, cither of which n r made the grownd

of the first division: the mode of the diseased action, and
the part affected by it. I conceive, that we are much |
liable to mistake the part affected, than the mode of Jdis-
eaged action. I have therefore made the part affected o

ground of the leading divisions,




iy

The genera in this arrangement are marked by a series

of numbers, continued through the different classes and

other divisions.  When a disense occurs that mig
turally be expeeted in any order in which 1 have not in-
serted ity its name is put down in a parenthesis, with the
name and number of the genus to which I refer it marked
after jt.

1 have endeavoured to avoid the introduction of new
names, as far as could conveniently be.

STLLABUS,
oo dee.

s

I. Class,
Systen.

IL Class, Distributed.—Those which affect similar
parts, through whatever part of the human body they
are distributed.

II1. Class, Partinl.—Those which affect particular

parts of the human body-

These Classes may be again divided into Orders.

I. Class, General

Order 1, With Fever—2, Without Fever.

I11. Class, Distributed.

Order 1, Diseases of the Skin—2, of Cellular Sub-
stance—3, of Bone—4, of Bleod-vessels—5, of the Lym-
phatic Syste of Nerves.

III. Closs, P

Order 1, Diseases of the Head—2, of the N
of the Thoracie Viscera— 4, of the Abdominal Viscern—
5, uf the Urinary System—86, of the Generative Sys-
tem—7, of the Extremities.

These Orders may be divided into Genera,

A3
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I. CLASS, GENERAL.

1. ORDER, WITH FETER.

Intermittens.

Typhus, of which are the following Spec | P b
lgaris—2, T, pestis—3, ‘T, flava—s, T. puer-

Cattarha.
Hexetica,

11. ORDER, wiTHBUT FEVER,
H:\']dni!i.-:.
Seorbutus.
I1. CLASS, DISTRIBUTED.
1. ORDER, DISEASES OF TIE SKIN.
This Order is divided into six Subivisions, which
are token i the Orders of Dr. Willan.
1 Pimples, 4 Vesicles,
2 Secales, 5 Pustoles,
4 Itashes, G Tubercles.
ity Py
Strophulus.  Species—1, Intertinetus—2, Confertus.
Liche Species—1, Simplex—2, ius—3, Tro-
picus.
1, Mitis—2, Formicans—3, Se-

is—>5, Scroti.
m, Scoles.
Lepra. Specics—1, Vulgaris—2, Nigricans.
Paoriasis, Species—1, Guitata—2, Diffosa—3, Gy-
ratn—+, Palmarin—5, Labialis—0, Scrotalis—7,

7

GEsrs.

Infantilis—s, Inveterata—9, Mercurinlis, (de-

geribed by Dr. Stokes in 1798).

(Following Dr. Willan's authority, I have sepa-
rated Lepra and P , although the distinctions
givem are scarc ly sufficient. )

Pityriasis. Species—1, Capitis—2, Versigolar.
Tcthuosis-

8 Subdivision, Rashes.
Rubeola.
Scarlfina. (Hcarwa anginosa, vide G. 61.)
Urticaria.

(Purpura, Synenyrm. Hummorhagia petechinlis,

vide G. 35.)
4 Subdivision, Pesicles.
Erysipelas.  (Perhaps this should have been placed
by Dr. Willan in the preceding Subdivision.)
Pemphigus. (Var. Gangrae 5 see Dublin Me=
dical and Physical Essays, Mo. 2, page 146.)
Varicella.
Miliaria
Aphthe.
5 Subdivision, Pusfules.
Variola. Species—1, Distincia—2, Confluens,
Vaccing.
Scabics.
Porrigo.
6 Subdivision, Tubercles.
Elephantiasis.

Frambeesia.




| Grwes
98  Varix.
IT. ORDER,; DISEASES OF THE CELLULAT SUBSTANCE.
Drres
25 Hydrops. Specics—1, Anasarca—g, Hydropnen- Secrophula.
monia—3, Hydrothe Hiyde dia —35, Cancer.
Ascites—6, Hlydrops Omenti H. Peritonei—
8, H. intermuscularis—s, H, Ovarii—10, H. Ute-
ri—11, Hydrocele. s, Speciea—1, Idiopathica—2, Sympathica.
3 F 5 | g
Polysarcia. . ; Sp#cies—1, Rabida—2, Sponfanea.
I'::lljlh}'wlllu. J l':lbl]l'p‘i;l-

111, ORDER, DISEASE THE BONES. II‘PI“ ‘
: 5 Hysteria.
] ¥

Rachitis. (Synonym, M, 05 ossium, )

V. ORDER, DISEASES OF THE LYMPHATIC SYSTEM.

V1. ORDER, DISEASES OF THE NERVES.

: ¥ Chorea.
Excessive production of Bone,

Anchylosis. IIL CLASS, PARTIAL.
Necrosis, 1. ORDER; DISEASES OF THE HEAD.
(Symptomatic affections of the Dones occur in - e
Syphilis, G. 5 Scrophuls, G. 39; Scorbutus, G. }‘I"'N”“h'
6; Disbetes, G. 97.) 5 Mania. :
Melancholia.
1V. ORDER, DISEASES OF THE BLOOD-VESSELS, Fatuitos. Species—1, Vulgaris—2, Alpina.

A g ! Apeplexia.
]]M'III"I"IHFIH. Specigs——1I, ()|||nh:lrmurh:a;_un.——?, Paralesis
Epistaxis—3, Stomocace—+, | lemoptoe—-5, e Let ,?,,',.f_,‘“_,
metemesis—=6, Melena—7, Huemo hois—8, Hue- | Hpdrocephalus. Species—1, Internus—2, Externus.
maturin—, Hemorhaa petechialis. ey
{.'\It-uorhngi,n, vide G. 102; Abortus, vide G. Ophthalri
105.) Amaurosis.
(Hemorhagia is also Symptomatic of Scorbye (Epistuxis, vide Humorhogin, G. 35.)
tus, G 65 Typhus Vulgaris, Typhus flave, G.2; Tie deloreux.
Splenitis, G. 82 ; Hepatitis, . 50 Dy
G. 87.) I1. ORDER, NISEASES OF THE HEAD.
Inflammatio.  Species—1, Phlegmonosa—2, Ery- 9 Cynanche Tonsillaris,
.'\I|>l'-il.4l9:l,

5 Cynanche Maligna.

Aneurismn,
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{Synonym. Scarlating An-
il
anche Parot
yoanche T
Diyspl 3
Bronchocele.

I:Hil:lnlu-lmi», vide Haemorha

18 Hp\'{'iu:—h Ascaris 1
-8 caris  Vermicul 3
+ OUDER, DISE E THORACIC VISCERA, oo P Toania =
. Twnia Solium—5, Tania Volgaris.
Preamonia. (Ascites, H\'dri,u'guc atus, vide Hydrops, G. 26.3
1wnia noth.

I_ml.\. & \'WLIFI!, LIS el OF THE URINARY SVSTEM.

Suppre

18 pectoris. Itetentio urethralis.
letentio vesi
(Hydrothoraz, vide Hydrops, G. Incontinentin Urinae
) (Hematuria, vide Hemorhagia, G 95.)
I¥. ORDER, DISEASES OF THE ABDOMINAL VISCERA. Diiibetes.
Dirphragmitis.
Peritonitis. V1. QIDER, DISEASES OF THE GENERATIVE SYSTEM.
Gasiritis.

(1

98 Gonorheea.

(OF WOMEY)

99  Emansio.
Suppressio.
l)_l'.'-ll.l(‘]!('l'hm:l.
Menorhagia.
Abortus.
C in Mensiom.
Leucorhuea.
{Cancer Uterd, vide Cancer, G. 40 ; Hydrops
Uteri, vel Owarii, vide Hydrops, G. 28.)

hirrhus pylori.
Boulimia.

itis. Species—1, Acuta—2, ronica.

tis. Species—1, Acuta—2, Chroniea.
reas inflapamatum,
Mesenteritis.
Cholera.
Dinrhaea, VIl. ORDER, DISEASES OF THE EXTREMITIES
])3--‘-rm-rj.-|_ Podagra.
Rhewmatismus,  Species—1, Acutus—2, Chroni-
Cll,

(Melwna, vide Huemorhagie, G.
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LECTURE,
§ec. §e.

GENTLEMEN,

BEFORE we close the labours of the present
session, I beg leave to address you in my cha-
racter of the first founder in Ireland of a private
Institution for the promotion of Anatomical
and Surgical Science, and as one of the con-
ductors of an establishment for the instruction

of those who intend to profess the art of sur-

gery. It is now a matter of comparatively
little importance to enlarge on the induce-
ments which led me to an undertaking of so
great a magnitude,—one which, at its ori
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our profession, but even awakened doubts of
the sanity of the individual whose money,
whose health, whose labour, and whose time
were to be expended, to secure its permanency,
and to render certain its efficiency.

At a p!'r'liul when the schools of Sll]'g'l:.':.li
Education had not yet come into vigorous
action, or were rather languishing in apathy,
and our youth were obliged to seek professional

instruction in foreign countries, it did not re-

guire much observation to perceive the causes

which retarded the advancement of surgical
science in Ireland, depriving us for such a
long period of years of that character as sur-
geons, which we now begin to enjoy, and
which our neighbours, with minds hitherto
ghackled with an illiberality unbecoming the

enlightened professors of a useful and digni-

fied science, are at length disposed to confess

we begin to merit.  Although the discovery of

the cause of Ireland’s retardation in this par-
ticular was not a matter of much difficulty,
still it was far from easy to prevent the con-
tinuance of its operation, or to find a remedy

for the consequences it had already entailed,
and which were now too obviously rooted v.ith

an almost incurable inveteracy.

The fame of the foreign universities and
schools of anatomical and surgical education,
so deservedly and widely extended, it was
easy to perceive would exert a powerful inter-
ference against the humble efforts of an infant
Institution at home. This was a natural op-

position; one whose influence was readily

foreseen, and which could not be combated
or overcome except by time, unremitting in-
dustry, and powerful exertion. Although these
circumstances were calculated to discourage
those, who ?in’l“'illg: late, expect an n:n']y har-
vest, and who have no veliance on their own
perseverance ; on my mind, long reconciled to
labour and fatigue, they produced but an in-
considerable degree of impression. Far from
sinking under these discouraging disadvantages,
they supplied me with increasing energies,
while T felt myself supported by the inspiring
hope, that I should live to enjoy the good

which lay remotely within my prospect; and




that, before T died, I might have the gra-
tifying acknowledgments of men who saw my
labours, who witnessed my anxieties, who were
partakers in my fatignes, and who could value
my exertions. In these particulars my wishes
have been falfilled, and my ambition satisfied.
I have seen the day, when in this our country
surgical science was oppressed with lethargy ;
when the professors of omr art, bewildered
with hopelessness, and overcome with despair,
stood by the bed-side in which it lay palsied,
and sinking in obscurity. If this was a painful
sight to one who loves his profession, and is
devoted in attachment to his country, an ample
recompense has been received from the mani-
festation of that spirit, which has been quick-
ened into action, whose irwrg-:tr-i:ur; influence
is yearly experienced, whose power, diffused
through this kingdom, will yet be the subject
of general acknowledgment, and of foreign
admiration; and by which, if carefully nur-
tured and properly directed, Ireland may one
day rival the medical reputation of her neigh-
honrs, and may far exceed that of the conti-

nental schools.  These may be visionary liopes,

9

and unreal views of national glory ; yet, they
are not to be relinquished. They have been,

i a great measure, the source of the incite-

ment, which the present period experiences.
In minds equally warm with that which first
felt, and now acknowledges their animatin
fluence, they may continue to awaken new
feelings of ambition, and to discover new
sources, from which our r'.urg'u-ui character may
hereafter receive considerable accessions to its
respectability.

The natural obstacles offered by the cele-
brated schools of surgical science to the feeble
competition of an infant establishment, raised
by an individual who had little to recommend
him but his zeal—who had no patron but his
own industry—and in a country too, where every
gcheme was accustomed to wither in neglect,
and meritorious efforts to be consumed without
reward ;—these constituted inpediments of a
formidable magnitude. However, it was to
be anticipated, that these would give way be-

fore the irresistible force of perseverance.

e v

e
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Great as were these difficulties from with-
out, they were but grains of opposition, com-
pared to the gigantic barriers, which by un-
natural hands, guided by the impulse of un-
natural dispositions, were reared at home
against the progress of a new institution. But
these have also given way, and this Institution,
proud at the difficulties it has surmounted,
triumphantly feels, not only that it has survived
the illiberal attacks of eombining interests,
and undermining calumny, but likewise, es-
tablished the important certainty for other
institutions with similar objects, that, what-
ever may be the embarrassments of their
birth, or the disadvantaze of their infancy,
they will be ultimately surmounted by pa-
tient exertions, and a proper exercise of liberal

feeling.

At a time, when the opposition which aimed
at the destruetion of this institu s has ceazed
to exist, or fears to pl‘m:]u the shameful
publicity which its cunning was not sufficient
to conceal, these observations may appear un-

called for, and 1y seem o possess an invi-

11

dious tendency. That 1 am actuated by
any motive inconsistent with the principles
which hitherto regulated my conduct, or de-
rogatory to the character in which I ad-
dress you, I'must be permitted to disavow.—
Gentlemen, 1 would blush, was I obliged to
confess to my own heart, that I retain an
uncharitable recollection of the efforts which
were made, and the schemes which wera
devised, to crush an individual who sought
professional advance t by no other means
than an honourable exercise of his industry,
and to ruin an establishment that promised
to be useful ; one, from which, without the

apprehension of a sustainable contradiction,

I may assert so many solid benefits have al-
ready emanated to this country. Reasons,
widely different from those, in which these oh-
servations may be .‘iiJ.|1E!(:lri\‘Ll to l.:]"igjillili.l‘-1 have
induced me to dwell, for the last time, upon

a subject, now eapable of iting mo other
sensation in my mind than one of regret. It
is painful, indeed, to think that there should
exist any persons, who professing themselves

labourers in the fields of science, from selfish
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views, endeavour to render abortive the efforts
of those who may be engaged in the same
pursuits.  Were you, gentlemen, aware how
far the progress of surgical science has been
interrupted in this kingdom by a narrow spirit
of monopoly, which ever affords resistance to
every attempt at improvement, you would,
with me lament, that it ever had its futal ex.
istence ; you would feel indignant at such prin-
ciples. 'Were these prineiples ne longer oper-
ative, indignation might subside, and lamenta-
tion cease. It is melancholy, however, to he
obliged to confess, that this spirit of opposition
is still abroad. Withdrawn from an establish-
ment, which withstood the unavailing torrent
directed against its interests, it has changed
its ohjects, and seoms to Im\-r_r!|':L]le‘|-rred‘ils-
efforts at destruction against the new and
numerous institutions which be to erect
themselves within our city :—Institutions of
which we should feel proud,—by which our
poor cannot fail to be benefited,—by which
talent will be cherished, and from which
the Irish surgical character must de

15

veputation creditable to its industry, its ob.

jeets, its zeal, and humanity.

Was 1 not to seize this public opportunity
of condemning a disposition so hostile to pro-
fessional advancement—so disgraceful to the
individuals in whose bosoms it is nurtured—
s0 derogatory to, szi- inconsistent with our
declarations of liberality, 1 would apprehend it
might be imagined Lhad enrolled myself amongst
those, who jealous of the success of others,
or envious of their prosperity, onite to over-
whelm every individual and every establishment
which holds ont the promise of private
good, even though the interests of society,
and the character of Irish surgery were to b
buvied in the ruins they had made. I
desire, publicly, to disclaim their sentiments.
They are not, in any part, such as I enter-
tain.—Mine are the sincerest hopes, that in-
stitutions, caleulated to promote surgical
seience in this country may annually inerease.
That their founders may receive the rewards
which always await on persevering, indust
talent.—That you, in your turn, may derive

from them an incitement to similar under-

TR ey
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takings, and that society, hereafter, with gra-
titude to her benefactors, may, in acknow-
ledgments to you, repay those whose ex-
ample you have thought it praise-worthy to
imitate.

When a foul opposition and deep conspi-
racy sought to overturn the Institution from
which I now address you, silence was nec
sarily imposed on me. My own wvoice, the
only advocate I could employ, would be sus-
pected of pleading the cause of my own in-
terests.  Whatever defence 1 might have
made—whatever arguments I might have ad-

duced to expose the designs of my appo-

nents, alloyed by the imputation of selfish-
ness, with which they might be charged,

would have been heard without attention, and
urged without effect. Time, from whose
search no motives of human actions are con-
cealed, was the source of my reliance. To
its unerring tribunal 1 fearlessly appealed.—
Things, however, are now opposite—The
silence T was obliged to observe, when my

own interests were eoncerned, and my heart

so deeply engaged, cannot be necessary, when
my design is, not to defend myself against
attacks upon this Institution, but to fortify
your breasts against impressions unfavourable
to the establishment—to generate in your
minds a disregard for those sneers, which the
face of illiberality and selfishness wears, and
to excite a disbelief in the sincerity of that
advice, which, |n‘uﬁ‘s=si.:|tg to guide you to
the troe source of professional attainment,
influences you to confine your opportunities to
such as are afforded by a particular Institution,
or to undervalue the advantages ]'r]-'.t‘l:.-’ to
acerue from an attendance at other places
of anatomical and surgical education. Al-
though I consider these cautions necessary
at present, I am free to acknowledge they
are less so than they w formerly. The
senior students begin to think for themselves.
They begin to look for instruction at every
fountain which promises to produce it. The
more elementary students will soon be in-
fluenced by their example. It may therefore
be hoped, that before the expiration of many
seasons this despotic authority will no longer
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exist, which, actuated by feelings to be ba-
nished from the breasts of men, dignifying
themselves with the appellation of Philogo-
phers, exercised an undue power over the
minds of our surgical youth—taught them
an unnatural slavery—circumsecribed the means
by which they could emerge from ignorance,
and attain those high acquirements which
are never to be procured while the oppor-
tunities of knowledge are diminished, and
the reason kept subject to any other do-
minion, than that under which it is placed
by the unbiassed exercise of its own ope-

rations.

In the prospectus originally published of
the plan of education pursued in this Estab-
lishment, I proposed to remedy the defects of
former systems of instruction in this country.
How far the plan I devised, and the methods
here pursued, are calculated to promote the
ends I had in view, confiding in their favorable
testimony, I appeal to the reputation with
which the name of this school is extended
abroad, and to that concourse of pupils who

17
received their education here. It is pleasing
to reflect they retain with gratitude the recol-
lection of that light, which from this place
was shed upon th path, and conducted
them to independence and respectability.

The claims which this Institution presumed
to entertain from the liberal principles in
which it was founded, and the importance of
its object, it still continues to feel, augmented
by the consciousness that it has never aimed
at any thing more sincerely than the fulfilment
of its promises, and the interests of its pupils
and by a determination, with which |Jul.]|.ing
can fere, to be more abundantly useful in
succeeding seasons than in any of those which
have hitherto passed by. With these disposi-
tions, the accommodation it possesses, and the
choice collection of preparations which con-
stitutes our Museum, Ido not hesitate to ex-
press my confidence, that this Institution will
secure the advancement of its pupils, and at-

tach them to its interests, when with judg-

ments more matured, they reflect on its exer.
tions, and « form a proper estimate of the

B
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advantages enjoyed from its opportunities. To
assist you in appreciating them hereafter, and
to prevent those uneasy feelings of disappoint-
ment which originate in inconsiderateness, and
a want of acquaintance with the difficulties
which surround a lecturer in our science, I
am induced to enlarge somewhat on the mean-
ing which we intend to comvey, when it is
suid, we propose to deliver a course of lectures

on anatomy and surgery.

By the Royal College of Surgeons in Ire-
land a course of lectures has been defined at
six monthe. This circumstance argues a con-
viction, that within a period more limited, it
is impossible to comprise the number of sub-
jeets which require to be treated of in conse-
sequence of their importance.  'While this bady
has marked the limits of their course, custom
has fixed, at an hour daily, the period to be
allotted to the delivery of a lecture. Con-
trolled in point of time, the lecturen is left
altogether at liberty in other particulars. He
may pursue any method which he pleases to

adopt ; he may select from the objects of our
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science such as are most entertaining to the
mind, or such as he esteems most essential to
the purpose of improvement. The subjects of
his choice may be few, may be handled com-
prehensively, and at a length proportioned to
their importance: or they may be as numer-
ous as the subjects of the science, and may
be severally touched so lightly, that the view is
circumscribed by narrow bounds, within which
so many oljects are crowded, that the impres-
sion which each makes must be unaveidably
superficial, and that of all necessarily confined.
To us it has always appeared of much more
consequence to make a proper selection from
the variety which our science embraces, and

to treat it with that perfect attention which it

deserves, rather than to compress into @ pe-

riod, though long, still too brief for the ac.
complishment of all that is to be done by a
teacher ardent in the cause in which he is en-
gaged, the topics which an anatomical syllabus
comprizes, or the italogue of the nosologist
unfolds belore our view. According to my
idea of the perfection of a course of lectures,

it depends more on the propriety of the se-
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lection of materials, the purity of the ingre-
dients, and the skill with which they are com-
bined, than on either its duration, or the mul-
tiplication of their numbers, and the conse-
quent rapidity of the process with which they
are worked up into use. Influenced by this
opinion, it has been hitherto our prinecipal
aim that the course of lectures delivered
in this theatre shall be distinguished for the
suitable copiousness with which the subjects
under consideration are treated, rather than

for the number of those topies which might be

introduced, without the possibility of commu.-
nica g instruction. To those who form a
different estimate from mine of that in which
the excellence of a course of lectures consists,
the plan pursued here will in all probability
appear defective, and with such the omissions
connected with my scheme may be construed
into evidence of carelessness, or may even be
imagined to proceed from a disregard of the
covenant which a lecturer enters into with his
audience, when he proposes to direct them in
the pursuits of seience. These are not ideal
apprehensions. They have been realized in

every establishment similar to this; and I
am full well aware, that the courses delivered
here have been sometimes thought deficient,
because they did not comprehend every matter
appertaining to anatomy and the theory and
practice of surgery.

At the conclusion of a course I have heard
it sometimes remarked, we had omitted certain
subjects, and that their omissions constituted no
inconsiderable 5Il1|u‘l'ﬂ.'l't'l=3||. It had been tirr;c:t.
ten, however, how much time had been consum-
ed, and what labour had been expended upon
subjects of more moment than those we had
neglected, and less immedi ely concerned the
nearest interests of surgery. What had not
been touched upon in the surgical division of
the course, it should be recollected, was treated
of in the anatomical, when it appeared inti-
mately connected with the parts under re-
view, or seemed caleulated to awaken your
interest for details which, had it not been
for these enlivening and necessary digres-
sions, would have been listened to with

apathy and fatigue. It is true, we have some-




times neglected to malke the milder forms
of whitlow and chilblain the subject of
lengthened discourses.  But we have done
g0, with the intention of deveting wecks to

fractures, luxations, hernim, the diseases of

&c. &e. subjects which
may be dismissed in a very few lectures,
by those who desire no more than to have
the power of saying they left no surgical
disease unspoken of. It is my desire, that
this explanation should not be received as an
apology or atonement to those, who have
already conferred on us the honour of their
attendance. To these Gentlemen 1 have
already made my acknowledgments, and ex-
pressed my regret that circumstances did
not permit us to be as abundantly useful
in our office as the sincerity of ouwr wishes
for their advancement would lead us to be.
My design is, rather to vindicate our deter-
mination to persevere in a plan suggested
by reflection, and proved by experience to
be better caleulated than any other that
could be devised to secure the important

ends, for the attainment of which young

a3

men assemble here. 1 also wish, by t
public notification of our intention, to pro-
vide against those observations which
appointment might hereafter suggest, were
any of those who hear me at present un-
informed in these particulars, to enter on
an attendance upon the ensuing course of

lectures.

Various motives influence different people
at the several periods of life. When I first
undertook the arduous task of teaching the
science of anatomy, and I embarked in this
establishment a sum too considerable to be
visked by a person of a more caleulating
and less ambitious mind than mine, 1 feel no
difficulty in declaring, that many of my hopes

terminated in the advancement of my means,

while others led to the gratification to be

obtained from the anticipation of acknow-
]t'r![_:mmm: I should yet receive for my ex-
ertions in a country, whose name_ was not
mentioned amongst the schools of surgical
science.  No hope, which inspired the un-

dertaking, or contributed to defeat the op-




position which oppressed it, I thank Hea-
ven, remains to be realized. My means
have improved equal to my most sanguine
expectations ; and this Institution has e

for its founder all the professions

ment he enjoys. But the time when I

derived emolument from this Establishment
no longer exis There iz a period, too,
beyond which the character of a lecturer,
who is also a practitioner, ceases to be be-
nefited by his labours as = teacher.—Why
I should continue these labours, when I
cannot promise myself any acerning advantage,
is a question which has been frequently urged.
The same circumstances which suggested
this question to my friends, seems to have in-
duced many to conclude, that each course of
lectures would be the last I would deliver.
This impression, for some seasons past, I have
had an annual oceasion to remove. Tt is my
desire to do it away at present, and to prevent
the recurrence of it in future, by thus publicly
declaring my intention to preserve the relation
in which I now stand to this Establishment, as
long as I feel I am capable of being of service
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It is nat my intention to argue those points
which the select Committee of the House of Come-
mons on Anatomy have noticed, and in my judg-
ment estimated rightly; but only to inguire into
others, which may possibly be erroncous, as result-

ing from the examination of medical men. The

Report of the Committee will, in all probabi-
lity, be followed by some legislative enactments ;
and it is desirable, that these should be formed
after the most mature consideration of the sulject.

The absolute necessity for legislative interfer-
ence of some kind, seems to be admitted by all
parties. It is I'chuir::d in a moral and pulil:it.‘:ﬂ.
point of view, not only as a safeguard to the
public, but as an act of justice to the medical
profession ; which, [rom the construction the law
has latterly received, ought not to be delayed.

It is agreed, that the study of anatomy, by profes-
sional persons, is indispensably necessary for the

i
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comfort and well being of mankind—that it is of
more importance to the poor tham to the rich,
that the junior and inferior classes of medical
practitioners should be, at least, tolerably con-
versant in anatomy. The rich can at all times
command the best assistance ; while the poor (such
iz the constitution of society) must take that which
is offered to them. This statement, though subject
to many exceptions, may be received as generally
true; and if it be received, it is clearly ineumbent
on the rich and the powerful to take care that
no act of theirs shall limit the extension of that
information, which it is admitted all medical men
ought to possess. Yet it is owing to their acts, in
one capacity ‘or another, that the diffusion of ana-
tomical knowledge is prevented The
makes laws, indek which pu.msh n{s are inflicted
upon surgeons’ qund d]sseclmg. or ‘even baving
dead bodies'in thelr possession. l'.l"'l:ue.]udge, who
causes these pumshmems to be carrigd into exe-
cution with the greatest severity (for the charge
of the judge to the jury is generally decisive of the
nature of the verdict), does not hesitate to recom-
mend to another jury in a civil action, to give
ample damages against any surgeon who may have
been found deficient in that same anatomical
knowledge, which he had, in a criminal court,
previously punished him for trying to acquire ; so
that the same laws may be said to prohibit the
acquisition of knowledge, and to punish a man for

5

not possessing it. The jury who awarded damages
against a surgeon on account of his ignorance of
anatomy, will, in their several other capacities of
churchwardens, overseers of the poor, and governors
of hospitals, immediately walk to their respective
parishes, poor-houses, and hospitals; and take all
possible pains to prevent, perhaps, the very same
man from obtaining that knowledge (which is only
to be gained by dissection), and which they have
just punished him, and would punish him again,
for not having acquired. They will even expend
large sums {zllthcaugh committed to their charge for
other purposes) in the burial of persons who have no
friends, rather than suffer the surgeon, o his pupils,
to take tlwm for dissection.  This,jg said to_ arise
from_a. preju ice against d]s‘{‘cl]oflr and from re-
spect for the 1 but, itis reallynot the fact ; few
people have : pru,yl:lma on the subjlﬂ:t very
few, indeed, care any r,!nng about the matter, when
their own family or friends are not . concerned.
It arises from the petty authority which these
persons discover they can exercise over the su rgeon,
and frequently from a sort of envy of the superior
station his attainments give him in society. A
difficulty on these points rarely if ever occurs with
a body of men who have been well educated, and
live in the higher ranks of life. They are
always wil]ing to yield in favour of science ; they
only require that what is done, shall be done as
decently and respectfully as circumstances will
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admit. The man who opposes the decent dissec-
tion of the hody of a person.who has no friends,
and who is to be buried at the public expense,
will generally be found to be a person without
education, and who late in life finds himself clothed
with a little: bnief authority, which he never
expected to possess. Such a person will say, if
the doctors want dissection, why do not they leave
their own bodies for that purpose? apparvently,
quite unaware that it is the personal interest
of every medical man, who possesses a certain
degree of knowledge and reputation, to keep all
others in ignorance. The greater the number of
well-educated surgeons, the less will be the profit
accruing to (‘i‘LclI The- desire manifésted by the
ablest and most valued physicians and surgeons of
the present day, for the encouragément of anato-
mical science, 15 a strong instance of the disin-
terestedness of the profession. 52

The introduction of the cow-pox deprived almost
every physician and surgeon of half his practice ;
the loss which each individual suffered was not
for a moment considered ; and their own personal
interest yielded to the comfort and happiness of
their fellow-creatures, The general diffusion of
anatomical knowledge will have a similar, if not a
greater effect, on the income of the profession; the
same sum will, in fact, be divided among a greater
number of persons: it may, indeed, be less, as
the competition becomes greater; for there are

e
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many people in this great town, who will bargain
for their lives, as they would for their shoes; and
when they ask “ how much ™ they have, or will
have to pay for an operation, or a long attendance,
mean to imply by that, * how little.” If a sur-
geon pcrforms an operation for a poor man, Ezy
which his life is saved, or he is relieved from excru-
ciating agony, or restored to sight; who is the
person benefited? IF it be necessary at a subse-
quent period, that a body be dissected, in order to
enable another surgeon to perform a similar opera-
tion on another person; and there were only two
bodies to be obtained, those of the patient who had
been relieved, and of the surgeon who relieved
him—whose hody ought to be dissected ? Is there
a I'Eﬂsol]ﬂb]t‘;“j an in England will say the body of

the surgeon 7 Suppose the p.‘.lti:r'.‘nl has given the

surgeon. five dred or a thousand guineas—does
it alter the matter? He has nc:inil'iuI himself' of
a debt (;J'grmitudc towards his surgeon ; but has he
acquitted himself towards his Maker—towards
mankind at large? I answer, that he has not done
it; and if a body must be dissected, in order that
similar benefits be conferred by others on the rest
of mankind, the body of the man who has been
relieved, is the first on which the public has a
claim.
This leads us to inquin:, whether the ol-jocticm
to, or prejudice against dissection, has been per-
sonal, as regards the individual, or is dependent on
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the feelings of the friends who survive. There
can be no doubt that it arises from both eauses,
although the latter preponderates in a very marked
manner.  Few individuals really care much what
becomes of their bodies after they are dead; they
have lived as other persons have done, and they
wish to be buried, or disposed of, according to the
custom of their country. It is the last sad duty of
their friends to attend their remains; and it is
considered either as a want of regard, or of respect
for the dead, when it is not done in the usual
manner. When a person is dissected without
Christian burial, or exhumated afterwards, it is the
feelings of the surviving friends which are injured ;
it is, their 1J;,h1s which are mllrngul, and -they

resent it 1cwn1m’nlj Many indiy |[]|Lm[[~:, angd me-
dical men in_particular, would devote their bodies
to dissection, ll' n. were not that t]ll_g?r da not wish
to distress lhosp \\!wm they leave behind them, It
has been said, that dissection is objected to because
murderers are dissected; but of the truth of this
supposition I entertain great doubt : indeed, there

does not appear to be the slightest foundation for
the assertion. When the examination of a body,
whether of the rich or of the poor, is solicited hy
a physician, when did he receive a refusal, on the
ground that murderers only were opened ?>—Never,
Such a thing never entered into the imagination of
any one. It is declined always on the score of the
feelings of the living being adverse to such a pro-
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ceeding, principally from delicacy, partly from
prejudice, but in no case arising from the stigma
attached by law to dissection. When permission is
given to open a body, it is often accompanied with
the express condition, that no part whatever shall
be taken away, in order to be preserved in the
musenm of the anatomist. It is the feeling which
dictates this request, that operates against the
complete dissection of & body. If a relative or
friend submits to have the hody of his relation or
friend examined, as a debt due to mankind ; and
in order to facilitate the means of obtaining infor-
mation, by which the sufferings of others may be
n:i!igatc[l or removed, he sacrifices his feelings
only for '8 widment ; but if he “Ell’_‘ to yield a
beloved ‘mathér) wife, or sister, fqn complete dis-
section, hehdd, n the first phce, to conquer the
feeling of il 111[L|chczlr':, of the ;no-oeedm ; and,
secondly, thé Harror of afterwards hearing, that
varions parts of the person he most esteemed and
loved, are exposed in botfles, for the contemplation
of the learned, and the gaze of the curipus. It has
been proved that where dissecting establishments
have been attached to hospitals, they have not had
the slightest influence in diminishing the number
of applications for admission; although it is the
common opinion of the poor, that all who die
without friends are regularly dissected in them.
They place no reliance on the form of burial they
see going on; they do not believe the body is
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actually buried in the coffin, which goes. to the
churchyard; still they arve not deterred from seeking
admission into hospitals; they care very little about
the matter. T have, at this moment, a patient in
the Westminster hospital, whose life I have saved
more than once within the Iast two years. Ile has
lately lost am arm, and the operation was followed
by an attack of inflammation on the chest. In
explaining the case to the students, I said, “ this
man would long since have been dead, if his ope-
ration had been performed twenty years ago; he
has been saved by the knowledge acquired during
this period, in the dissection of similar cases.” 'To
the ‘man himself, T said, half in jest (in onder to
try what ieffect it would  have upon, him, and. the
othiers intheswanrd), * 1 certainly will have a skeleton
made of yoillifjvou die, that yos, also.may be of
use to others:” syHis reply was, 4 yox do not, I
dare say somehddy else will, and Ihad rather you
than any body.” e said this, laughing loudly, in

which he was accompanied by every other patient

in the ward. If he were to die, it would be a

matter of [iL‘i'&.‘L‘l indifference to them what De-
came of him.

The doors of every dissecting room in London
are always open, there is nobody to watch them,
they swing backwards and forwards on a pulley
and weight, that they may shut of themselves,
in case any body leaves them open; every man
may walk in and walk out whenever he pleases;
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many persons do, but no ome gives himself any
concern about what is going on.  The neighbours
care nnthiu;_'; about it, and unless, from some
accident, the place becomes offensive, no one inter-
feres; although the resurrection men, for their own
purposes, sometimes endeavour to excite a little
commotion, Im fact, the public care nothing about
it, and the dissection of dead bodies requires only
the support of the law, and proper regulations, to
become as aceessible o study in Loundon as in any
other part of Eurape.

I have already said, the dissection of murderers
does mot give rise to a fecling adverse to the
pursuit ; ‘I coneeive it to be a mere fancy on the
part’6f e medical men, who fmfiintain this
opiniom © “Théhodies of these personsiwere first
given over fof dissection, for the phiblie gooed, at.a
period whei duch operations wére "eonsidered to
he ificonsisténit 'with religious fedlinfpy ior the rites
of the'ehiirch. In a stmilar manndry previously
to the Christian era, eriminals condemned to death
were, in Egypt, given up alive for dissection ; and
it iz belicvied that Ervasistratus and Herophilos did
perform their dissections on living men, they them-
selves not being surgeons, but philosophers.  In
the discoveries which might be made, and were
indeed then made, by such prt]r_'cc{ﬁng.ﬂ, the public
good alone seems to have been consulted.  When
humanity forbade this legal dissection of living men,
it suggested the offer made to criminals condemned
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to death, of undergoing certain operations and
experiments not necessarily destructive of life;
which if they submitted to, and survived, t,he}r
would escape the sentence of the law, and be
pardoned. ‘This practice proves, satisfactorily, that
the advantage of the public was the ohject in view ;
and the same object in this very form has been
advanced by a continuation of the practice nearly
to our own time. When eertain peculiarities of
religious belief militated against the dissection of
dead bodies, and the performance of surgical ope-
rations, as was the case amongst the Saracems,
as well as afterwards among ourselves, some care
was yet taken of the public interesty and the
bodies o théde who were supposed” t6-Hive ‘ied
witheut the? ¥ of the church, waft'Fiven" over
to dissection, fbi!As a punishment, Blit'because they
were almost thioonly bedies whi:f!_: Teduld, in a
religious point of view, be so dispastd'of.  Pullic
good was” the object then in view, 'the puiblic
advantage is the same great object now; only it
requires to be accompanied by a proper respect for
the feelings of individuals during their life, and,
after their death, for those of their relations and
friends. ‘That part of the law which attaches the
penalty of dissection to the sentence of death, on
a murderer alone of all other criminals, should be
extended ; because it is too partial, and insufficient
for the purpose for which it was originally intended.
If ‘the bedies of persons hanged for murder were
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numerous enough to answer the purposes of dis-
section, there cannot be a doubt of the propriety
of making use of them, in preference to all others;
but as, fartunately, they are not in sufficient number,
a further supply must be procured elsewhere; and
where can this supply be more properly sought for,
than in the bodies of those who have been hanged
for other crimes? surely if the life of a man be
taken for the public good, the body might be
made use of also, if required, for the same purpose.
It is mot, however, to the bodies of persons who
are hanged, that dissection should be confined ; all
persons who die under sentence forcriminal offences,
should be given up for dissection, If the fear of
such.a ;argq'esshe;'er deterred one persan from com-
mitting a_crime, surely on such penplesit should
be allowed to haye its influence. .16 as is asserted,
the dissection gf such persons woyld saflect the
feelings of their parents and friends, it may have
a beneficial influence in the prevention of crime;
but their feelings should not be allowed for s
moment to preponderate against the public good ;
and it is very ravely that they would be brought
in competition with it. Few of those who die
in the hulks, or on the criminal side of gaols,
have friends who care what becomes of them,
either alive or dead; and when they do die under
sentence, they are frequently, if mot generally,
buried at the public expense.

There is a peculiar reason why the bodics of
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criminals should be dissected, in ‘preference to all
athers. It has been gravely stated, and some faith
has been given to the assertion, that, after dissection,
the remains of the body may be still buried with
religious rites and ceremonies. Some converts to
dissection have, perhaps, been gained by this state-
ment, than which nothing can be more ifounded;
for few of the bodies given up for dissection either
can, or ought to be afterwards, committed to the
ground. I have no hesitation in saying, that few
ever will be buried, either whole or in detail : and
the person who says otherwise, being a competent
judge of these matters, either wilfully deceives
athers, or willingly deceives himself. If anatomy
could: i berdarmed by casts and drawings,; there
would be noneed of dissection : it ismot the bare
enumerationiof -parts which constitites a know-
ledge of aatomy. It is onlyiihy.othe strictest
sequaintance, with the relative sifuation of these
parts,; connected with each other byl the, cellular
tissue, and by the removal of this tissue by dis-
section, that it can be acquired. It is the sepa-
ration of each part in very small portions, which
establishes, in the minds eye, an intimate ac-
quaintance with the whole structure. It is this
knowledge that enables the surgeon, during the
performance of an operation, to see each part,
as it were, rising into view before it appears,
before it is within reach of his knife. = The soft
parts being thus treated, what should be done
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with the bones? they ought to be in the posses-
sion of the surgeon, articulated (as it is termed)
or made into a skeleton, so that at all times
they may be rel d to. No surgeon is com-
petent to the exercise of his profession, who has
not a set of bones for this purpese; they are
more important to him than his amputating knife.
No serious aceident can befal a patient under his
charge, in which any of the great joints are impli-
cated, that he will not be glad to refer to the
skeleton.  Men of the greatestability, of the most
extensive practice, often resort to this study in
doubtful cases. How much more necessary then
must it be for those of inferior talents and little
practicey 167 Have recourse under similarscircum-
stances to thi¥ wiemorial 2 They oughtito have in
their poss snlethe half of a bedy, lwithithe bones

articulated bylshires, and capabletof:being easily
separated ; aidbtiond half should be connected by
the natural Iigmmmh', dried; and they should have

a third portion of another body, showing the blood-
vessels and muscles, cither dried or in spirits.
These preparations should be made by every sur-
geon; and that they have been made by the indivi-
dual student himself, and are in’ his possession,
ought, in my opinion, to be certified tothe College of
Burgeons 1;'\' the anatomical teacher, previously to
any cdndidate for the diploma being admitted to an
examination. It should form part of his pro-
fessional acquirements. 1 do not wish to enter

3
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more in detail into what a student should do ; but
I will repeat, that if three bodies be considered
sufficient to give a fair knowledge of anatomy to
each student, two out of the three neither cam,
nor ought to be buried. The bodies of criminals
should furnish these parts for reference, as far as
it can be done; and thus render, after death, some
service to that public which they had outraged
during life.  The remains of others may be buried ;

but it should be done privately, and without cere-
mony ; these religious rites, which it is no less our
duty than our inclination to afford, having been
performed previously to the dissection taking place.
I have thought it proper to state the fact, in order
that theré Should be no deception, o Hify side, in

disenssionsafl this nature, i

It has beeih id, that the disséetion of a murs
derer alwaysf gives rise to inconvEfHee, from the
number of wikitors to see the hod'yﬁ and therefore
murderers'shiould not be dissected. "The inférénce
ought to be the reverse. Thirty years ago none
wished to look at the body of a murdérer; now,
the desire for knowledge induces many to over-
come their prejudices, and not only to look at a
dead body, but to hunt it out in a dissecting room ;
and examing all the bumps on the head, and com=
pare the resemblance with the penny wood-cuts
placed at the head of his dying speech and con-
fession.  The next step would be to dissect him
themselves, or at all evénts to assist at it; and an
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able teacher might readily avail himself of this
curinsity, to conciliate and gain over every one of
these persons to his support. The very fact, that
the increased desire for knowledge has hrought
indifferent persons into a dissecting room, in such
numbers as to make their presence troublesome,
shows that prejudices upon this point are fast
subsiding.

It has been proposed to take the hodies of
suicides: but this is contrary to the principle by
which dissection should be regulated, unless they
are destitute of friends., I do not believe one man
was ever prevented from committing murder or
suicide by the fear of being dissected. A person
wha, destroys, himself is rarely sane. gt theitime ;
and the aberration of mind whickijlpads to-it is
almost always,peeempanied by an jncontrollable
desire to qo”]mj.[._thc crime, whieli, ng reasoning
can subdue. . I have had many opportunities of
cnm'i_m::ing_m}'sc]f' of this, in an incontrovertible
manner. A gentleman, with whom I was inti-
mately acquainted, sulfered for a long time from
a constant state of despendency, which he could
not shake off: he felt (he said) an oppressive
weight in the center of his head that nothing
could remove, that was always present, that was
never for a moment forgotten, even when in so=
ciety, and when appar::ntl}- cheerful. When alone,
the feclings it gave rise to rendered life a burthen,
and his only relicf seemed to be derived from
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thinking of the means of destroying himsell. The
contemplation of this always gave him  pleasure,
and he one day emphatically expressed himself to
me in the following terms:—* You are my exe-
cutor, and if you hear that I have made away with
myself, do not be surprised ; there is not'a man in
the world would feel himself happier at the ap-
proaching consummation of any object to which
his mind was intently directed, or his desires
excited, than I should at this moment, at the
thought of destroying myself—it would be te me
the greatest happiness: but I have still sense and

on enough to resist' this propens amd I
hope God will still give me strength to resist ; but
' A few monthe - aftérwards,
on waking’ in"the morning, he felt his head was
relieved from'the central pressuréliwhich rendered
him so miserable; he thought his*death’ was at
hand, of whi¢h this returning sense'of health and
comfort 'was the forerumner, and he' awaited its
approach’ with  thankfulness  and’ resignation.
Finding it did not take place, and the feeling of
renovated health continuing, he got up, dressed
himself, and, to the surprise of all his ‘friends and
acquaintances, seemed a perfectly different man.
From a silent melancholy person’ he became a
very loquacious visitor; those who had known

I am in‘ gréat fear.'

him in' his youth, said it was his natural dispo-
sition, and that he was himself again.  This con-
tinued ' for about a year, when an accidental
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indiscretion, which he had the misfortune to com-

mit, preyed upon his mind, brought on his former

complaint with even redoubled force, sunk him ta
the lowest abyss of despair, and at last induced
him, I-fear, to hasten his'death by his own handi
If this gentleman had died in poverty, and  bis
body had, for want of friends, been sent to the
ir."ll'.l-:illL workhouse to be buried, there could be no

ohjection to its being given up for dissection ; but
having friends, and leaving the means for interment,
the seizure of the body, under any laws; would be
anact of oppression and injustice to which the
public would not submit. It would be an unne-
cessary irritation of the feclings of the friends of
the [il‘-cea.sr.l.'l.jjj every instance, that eguld not fail
to. have thesmosy.injurious effect, and wauld soon
causer the ahagdanment  of all legislative jinter-
ference on the, suhject. X

The bodies gE suicides, of persons foupd drowned,
ar “dead  in; high-ways or by-ways; in fine, the
bodies of all dead persons. having no relatives, or
known friends to bury them, and who, on the pre-
sent system, are buried at the expense of colinties
and parishes, should all be, given up for dissec-
tion.

The only additional, proper, and reasonable
source of supply of bodies for dissection, il more
be required, is from among the poor who have no
friends to bury them—none whose feelings would
be outtaged by the knowledge of their heing dis-

c
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sected. ' The Report of the Committee treats this
matter in a proper point of view, with one excep-
tion. It is, that the bodies of certain poor only
should be taken for such purposes, and not of the
whole. Poverty is a misfortune which does not
place the unfortunate sufferer without the pale of
human kindness and feeling ; it befals many, who
at former periods of their lives have lived i;1 com-
fort and respectability, if not in happiness. It
may occur that many persons (and I have known
several so situated) become chargeable to the public,
and die in a workhouse, without friends to bury
them, whose feelings for a period before their death
would be embittered, by the thought that they were,

on that account, to be delivered over for diszection

I have been told, that the giving up the bodies of
eriminals for dissection is an additional punishment,
almost beyond the law, and after de th: which I
admit most readily : but, I ask in. 'TL‘I‘I‘n. whether
this proposed dissection ul‘]wl'.\ujns“\;rlm die poor is
mot also a punishment, if' dissection be a punish-
ment, and one of a worse description, because it is
for no fault but poverty—in many instances, a vir-
tuous and honourable poverty, the result, perhaps,
of unavoidable sfortunes, and of old age, but not
of crime.  The public good requires it, will be the
:‘mem't-r: and I again admit the reply: but justice
is to be observed, even in the demands of the
public ; and where is the justice in taking the body
of a poor person, solely because it is the body of a
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poor person ; whilst the remains of those who die

a criminal sentence, or are l]D]]Ti\'('tt of life,

ninals unfit to live, are to be treated with
respeet - If such a measure be adopted, it will be
a monstrous act of injustice to the poor of this
country. Some poets, some dramatic writers of
our times, have painted the crimes of robbery and
murder in such glowing, such seductive colours,
as to make their perpetrators almost heroes, and
their deaths by the hangman merely an heroic
expiation of a trifling error. It yet remains for
our !cgis]::t||1-s. in their places in [.-:u']iulm-nl. in the
face of the nation, to inform the public: that the
dead bodies of thieves and murderers are to be
treated 'with a respect which is to be denied to
those of tHe l4bourer and the artisan, guilty of no
crime, ‘but thit of having died I virtuous and
honourable poverty.

It is not then the bodies of all the poor who die
in workhouses, that onght to be taken for dissec-
tion. A great distinetion should be made among
them, and every attention should be paid to the
wishes of deserving individuals, whenever they
are expressed on this subject. There are in all
workhouses a number of persons residing tempo-
rarily, on their way to other and distant parishes,
who, dying accidentally or rapidly under disease,
have no knowledge of their approaching disso-
lution. There are other dissipated and reckless
characters maintained in them for years, who care
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nothing about it; and there are others again: who,
distressed or in misery, take refuge in these
asyloms without a thought on the subject.  When-
ever a poor person, in a workhouse, saves a sum
sufficient to provide for his interment, it should be
faithfully applied to that purpose. When a poor
person, wheo has maintained a respectable charac-
ter during life, expresses a wish on the subject to
the proper authorities of the workhouse, it ought
to be honestly complied with. A certain degree
of discretion and power must be conceded on this
'point. and at first it may be abused ; but after a
little time, the authorities, who may have been
inclined to evade the delivery of the bodies, will
gradually yield, when they see the matterlejgalised;
and acted upon generally.  Perhaps, tho, a greater
willingness 'will ‘arise from the saving resulting
therefrom to thie parish : and if this'did not place

things on a proper footing, o return/made fuar-
terly would soon prove the fact ; and'any twe or
three police magistrates, on an information being
iudgﬂ', might easily make the evasion of the law
clear to the Secretary of State for the Home
Department.

The number of bodies suid to be required for
the schools of anatomy in London alone, may, at
first E-ij.:ht- appear so great, as to raise a doubt as
to the possibility of supplying them by the means
indieated 3 but o little investigation will show,
that a much smaller number will' suffice.  In a
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memorandum given to Mr. Fowell Buxton, anid
by him transmitted to Mr. Peel, five years ago,
I stated that seven hundred bodies, annually,
would be an ample supply ; and T sec no reason
now to alter that opinion. In the best time of
Mr. Brookes, when his anatomical class was full,
and subjects were easily procured, the number
dissected in one year never exceeded one hundred.
The fact is, students have not time to dissect
more than one body in a season, the other various
studies required from them rendering it impos-
sible. They cannot in general dissect 50 much,
and few would do more if they could find the time:
they might, perhaps, have parts of more hodies,
and waste them if they could be progured,; readily
and , cheaply;; but they would not, bestow, upon
them that time and labour, whichjs necessary to
make good  anatomists. The greater number of
students will, anly take the trouble, to acquire just
as much knowledge as will emable them to pass
an examination, and no more. The dissection
of one body, which has been divided into four or
five parts, each part being taken up in succession
at short intervals, so as to occupy the space of
sixteen months, will, with o reasonable degree
of previous knowledge, and in many instances
without it, make a student a very tolerable anato-
mist. If two seasons be allotted .to this study
it London, two bodies will be amply sufficient,
unless it is intended that a man should be an
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anatomist of the first class, when there should be
no limit to his study and to his dissections. The
performance of surgical operations need not
interfere with the subsequent dissection of the
parts; indeed, little .'it]\'aumgn: will be derived
from having performed an operation on a dead
body, unless the parts are dissected afterwards,
in order that the student may see what he has cut,
and what he ought to aveid. If subjects are too
casily procured, they will not be sufficiently
valued, and thiz kind of dissection, as well as
others more minute, will be neglected. The same
thing holds gr:ud as to the sum paid for them;
too low will be almost as detrimental as too higha
price, 80 'minute anatomy. When 'the price is
very high, e¥ery part is minutely and' most care-
fully disséetetd™ when too low,” iE57§5° despised,
and thrown' aWay for the slighfest cause. To
maintain ' thérespectability of tHe' profession,

education should not be in any peint too cheap,

and the current price of thirty years ago, when
there was mno, scarcity, cannot be considered
unreasonable at the present time.

If, by the means which I have now pointed out,
a regular and sufficient supply of dead bodies, in
an authorised manner, were (as T believe it would
be) ensured ; the advantages resulting to the
public would be, the abolition of the practice of
stealing dead bodies, and the extinction of the
class of resurrection men. It is unnecessary to

write one line on the abolition of the practice
of stealing dead bodies. When the public is
satisfied that it will be suppressed by the adoption
of the plans recommended (but only on T.Im‘ir
adoption), any prejudice which may Temain
against them will yield, if it be nat entirely
removed. OF two evils, the least will be chosen ;
at present all classes of people suffer. By the
adoption of the plans recommended, only those
of bad character, or without friends, could be
affected ; and the better part of the public are
little disposed to look to that which it does not
feel, and hopes never to suffer. The extinction of
the class of resurrection men, and their occupat

becomes, eyery day more necessary. Formerly,
there, were, bug, two or three such, persons, who
made a regular; trade of stealing deag. bodies, and
they carried it.on with some degrge of decency;
!mt‘ this has long ceased, The increasing demand
for subjects, and the competition of the teachers
themselves, who would each give a guinea or two
more than their neighbours, to obtain a first
cheice, or a preference in the supply, soon induced
rogues and thieves of  the worst description to
hecome resurrection men, andraised the price of
the dead body to a sum incompatible with the
safety of the living. The Report of the Committee
is very delicate on this point, but it ought to have
'|H.12|]"nlor\:r full ; the legislative public should
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koow, that the dealing in dead bodies gives an
opportunity of committing murder with impunity.
The safe disposal of the body of a murdered person
is the most difficult part of the crime to accom-
plish.: The body more often leads to the
discovery, sand the ‘consequent conviction and
punishment of the murderers, than any thing elze;
but if the raffians who commit the crime connect
themselves with all, or even one of a gang of
resurrection men, the body could always be' dis-
posed of with perfect safety. Flas death ‘taken
place by suffocation, or has the throat been cut?
They have only to s is the body of a suicide
taken from-a burial-ground T the country.  The
servant -of .the teacher of anatomy, (who is. in
general one of the same elass 'of persons) is too
happy. to, get it at a cheap rate to make much
inquiry ; and jif death took plage. Ly poisoning,
with few or 0o outward marks of violence, inguiry
would not be thought of.  The eccupation of the
resurrection. man ., is a ‘most fertile source of
horrible villainy, and the welfare and safety of
the public imperiously demand that it should
be put down. There is not the slightest difficulty
in-doingit.  Let theregularsupply of bodies for
dissection be duly organised” under proper autho-
rities, and no-one would pa se from ‘these
persons: on the contrary, they would always be
delivered up for punishment; and a vesidence in

27
the hulks at’ hard labour for sevenm years might
];1'r:|u.'|1ﬂ_r offer a chance at least of retributive
justice ®,
In making arrangements for facilitating the stu

of anatomy in Great Britain, and in comparing
with the manner in which it is cultivated in other
eountries, and particularly in France, it must be
vecollected, that it is mot permitted to every one
on the Continent to open a school of anatomy,
when and where he pleases ; on the contrary, no
one can teach, even in Paris, without the licence
of the public authorities, and in the rt‘g_u].‘l:l'l;r:
appointed places; and to these the hodies for
dissection are brought, and duly distributed by
persoris ‘orfinated for the purpose. The ‘\\']I.fr]l‘.
is under ‘& feghlar system of arrangement, which
admits of little*deviation from propriety, from the
momerit the petson dies, until the body is fln,'ﬁvr:ll't:cl
over for disdbétion.  Public schools for dissection

are not''permitted in country towns, unless where

® The proof sheet containing this passage wos in the press

AL
when the account of the ‘trinl and conviction of Burke, at

Edinburgh; for the hor
purpose of selling b
It proves all Lhave sa
k ve, that what has |
My r
mare
wént ¢ant bear testimony to my having spoken more openly to

them on the subject.




iy

|
:

28

universities are established ; they are allowed in
the hospitals, but not in private establishments.
In fact, the inclination for teaching rarely exists,
unless under such circumstances, and it would not
be encouraged if it did. I have no hesitation in
saying, that nearly similar regulations are neces-
sary for Great Britain, In London, and in cities
possessing universities, and in large towns having
hospitals containing one hundred patients at least,
schools of anatomy ought to be recognised, after it
has been ascertained that the establishments in
every part are complete; but it will not be en-
dured that such schools should be established in
every town or place which has a phy
surgeon,;who may think himself competent to
raise: suchin nuizance, unless thathplace possesses
the means ofjdustruction in everpather point. It
might seemante first sight desirable to: limit . the
number ofi téachers, in each largd town, and to
permit -only one anatomi schoolf: to: be. at-
tached to the hospital (for the Governors of an
hospital will always control any irregularities
which may take place); but this is objectionable,
because the anatomical teachers are not always
hospital physicians and surgeons, and some of 1|'|.;
latter gentlemen have tJ!th'L'lml to anatomy ]Jt,‘l'ng
taught, except in London. The excess of teachers
will always cure itself, the expense of teaching,
under such circumstances, being greater than l]-m
praofits.
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Whilst, by compliance with an old law, the
Council of the College of Surgeons of London re-
stricted the teaching of anatomy and surgery to a
few hospital physicians and surgeons, and others
selected by them, I always objected to the restric-
tion until it was removed. T have since carefully
watched the consequences, and I am satisfied
that no harm has been done. So far from having
obstructed the views of those who formed the
restriction, the removal of it will he the surest
means of .~'1.|ppn|.'1.inf_’r them ; whilst every man fecls,
at the same time, that no hindrance is given to
his pursuits, save that which arises from public
opinion, to which he knows he must submit. In
saying thutelementary schools of anatbmy ought
to be-permitted and recognised in the larger
country towns possessing hospitals- eapable of ae-
[:n;:u|:|1||1u|:|:l|_i[:!_"|' ané hundred persons af least, -1 ouly
do that whieh' I have always donejehut I do not
recommend the immediate adoption of the mea-
sure. The new arrangements should first be tried
in London, where no one knows or cares what is
guin_'; on, unless he is interested in it; and should
they be found to work well, they may, by degrees,
be estended to the country. Two years delay,
in order to perfect the system, and to reconcile the
public to it in London, where it will not come so
immediately under observation, may be the means
of firmly establishing it ; whilst a precipitate adop-
tion of this, or of any other plan, in every quarter
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at the same time, may cause objections to be raised,
fatal to its success,

The schools of anatomy in Paris are, under the
orders of the administration, charged with the
direction of hospitals, which are all supported and
regulated by the Government. In London they
are all, on the contrary, under the direction of the
individuals who contribute to their support. . An-
other source, therefore, for regulating the schools
of anatomy and the supply of dead bodies must be
gought for in London; and it has been suggested
that a director of anatomical studies, or a person
under some such title, might be appointed for that
purpose. The slightest consideration will suffice to
show, that when bodies are to be supplied by, and
to, many different people, some regulations, must be
ﬂdupl(‘t!, and, gome competent person appointed to
see them. properly and' duly executed. . It Appears

to me, that the Couneil of the College of Sm'guuus,

which has already the superintendanee of the dis-
section of criminals, is the, proper public body to
superintend the arrangement, under the Secretary
of State for the Home Department; and the
Becretary, or other officer the College may appoint,
the proper person to carry the immediate regula-
tions into execution.

The following plan is proposed under this sys-
tem, and I would recommend the supply of dead
bodies for public dissection to be derived from the
following sources :—

1. Al persons h'_]_"n!\'g_'Ll, or otherwise executed,
and for all offences whatsoever.

2, All persons who die under sentence for
criminal offences, whether in the hulks, gaol, peni-
tentiary, or elsewhere.

3. All persons who die' in temporary or floating
hospitals, in gaol, penitentiary, or other place of ;
detention, or prison, from whatever cause they
have been E:!zmu:l there, and who have no friends
to bury them.

4. All persons found dead, from whatever
canses, in highways, canals, or otherwise, and who,
having no friends to bury them, are sent to bone-
houses for interment, at the expense of the parish
or county.

5, ‘and' lnsthye The poor whe die'in. work-
houses, |Im'ing na friends to bury ‘thém, !J:L\'Eng
expressed no-wish on the subject, ard having no
respectable or'ldécent relatives to express it for
them, either Before or after death.

Tt is mot proposed to interfere by regulations
with the bodies of those who die without friends
in regularly established haspitals; it being pre-
sumed that the surgeons of those institutions will
propetly apply them'in the instruction of the stu-
dents committed to their charge.  In other words,
it is not ‘Diténdéd that the public schools of ama-
tomy shall interfere with the private or public
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instruction delivered by surgeons in their own
hospitals,

The means of supply being furnished, the fol-
lowing regulations are proposed, to ensure a fair
and regular distribution, which must be enforeed,
in one way or other, by legal enactment. It
being understood that there are no laws on the
subject to repeal, save that one, or part of one,
which directs murderers to be hanged until dead,
“ and their bodies to be given over for dissec-
tion,” and for the reception of which bodies the
College of Surgeons is bound, by their charter, to
find a proper place, which is at present in the vici-
nity of Newgate.

diaees proposed to be naeted,

1. Pumishing all persons actially’ engaged in
exhumating’ or stealing a dead B6ly,; or of selling
it without authority, and who can be proved to
have been so engaged after this Sessiong of Par-
liament. For the first offence, six months to hard
labour, and to find two securities, in filty pounds
each, for future good behaviour; to be kept to
hard labour until procured. For the second
offence, double the punishment. Medical or other
persons knowingly receiving such dead bodies,
three months to the tread mill, and a fine of one
hundred pounds; to be kept to hard labour until
paid.
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2. Rendering the practice of dissection, and the
possessing of dead bodies, legal; and protecting
the persons so employed, and their property, by
the same laws as protect persons and property
generally.

3. Directing the five sources of supply of dead
bodies, as at pages 30 and 31.

4. Declaring it to be illegal to require, or to
take dnring life, in any hospital, workhouse, or
other place for the reception of sick, or poor
people, securities in money or otherwise for the
burial of such persons. Penalty, twenty pound.

5, Declaring it h-:;rll, and directing
governors, trustees, or others in authority, in hos-
pitals or other places; and all vestries, church-
wardens, ove rs of the poor, and others in
authority in'the: !J:Il'i.‘;hL‘R,, to mive overdor dissection
to the College of Surgeons, or perspns appointed
by them, the, hpdies of all persons wha, have died,
under theircare or charge, without the means of
burying them, and who have no relatives or per-
sons previously known to have been friends, who
are willing to do it; and all other bodies in their
charge which come within the meaning of classes
four and five, of the means of supply indicated,
pages 30 and 31.

6. Appointing the Royal College of Surgeons of
London, by their secretary, or other person nomi-
nated by them, the proper :Iul[:mrit}' or authorities,
to whose order the bodies are to be delivered.

7. The Royal College of Surgeons to report
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quarterly, to the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, on ‘every point connected with this
subjéet.

8. The funeral service to 'be ‘read “over all
bodies (unless forbidden by law), before delivery
for dissection.

9. Legalising the sale of a dead body by the
friends of the deceased, after it has been' viewed
in the wsual manner hy the pavish or other
authorities,

10, The Council of the Royal College of Sur-
geons, in making regulations for the proper distri=
bution of the bodies placed at their disposal,. to
find a proper cemetery in various parish chureh-
yard Tt/ the interment of remains afteddisséction ;
and the ' Coificil of the College to Hemuthorised to
make ‘sichcharge for each  hodyHs fnay! be con-
gidered proper; subject to thelaiproval) of the
Secretary BiBtate for the Home Department.

11 Al minor regilations of arrangemelitiond
detdil: made by the Couneil of the Royal College of
Surgeons, and approved by the Secretary of Btate
for the Home Department, to be binding on the

different  persons concerned. © Penalty,  twenty

plllltllli.

12. Every dispute which may occur, and every
offerice to which a penalty'is attached, to be settled
by information laid in the usual manner, before any
three police magistrates of the division in which
the offence has been committed ; and whose ‘deci-
sion shall be final,
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In order to enable all parties to act with pre-
cision, and a due regard to decorum, the following
minor arrangements are proposed, under the autho-
rity of the Secretray of State, to be varied from
time to time, by his sanction.

The Council of the Royal Cellege of Surgeons;
having the eollection and distribution of all dead
hodies intended for dissection, directs,

1. An establishment of men, four or eight in
number, to be ready for service every eveming in
the winter season from six to ten o'clock, and to
proceed as directed with a shell (in a manner
similar to that at present adopted by undertakers),
to.the spot where the body is to be found.

2. An establishment of one or two plain hearses,
with two horses.,a driver, and an_attendant, in
black (like an amdertaker's party), to be ready to
go to greaterdistances.

3. The seerekary, or proper officer appointed by
the college, gives an order for the delivery of the
body, which will be the receipt to the person who
delivers it.

4. The servant of the college who receives the
bady, delivers it again, according to an order re-
ceived to that effect from the secretary; and the
anatomist or gentleman who reccives the body
fiom him, gives an acknowledgment, signed. by
himself or his assistant.
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In order to enable: the seeretary of the colege
to act with the necessary precision; the: keepers™ of
gaols, hulks, and penitentiaries, or other prisons;
and the masters or governors of workhouses, and
temporary or floating hoapitals, should be directed;
under certain penaltiés, to inform the: secretary,

or officer appointed by the college, when a person
dies, who is by the preceding laws ordered to be
given over for dissection ; and it will be the duty
of the secretary or other officer of the college, to
signify in return at-what hour the body will be
sent for. - Printed forms of communication to be
furnished by the college, and letters (all paid by
the college) to be sent within twenty-four hours.
iiFendliers of anatomy. to transmit eyeny Monday
morningndodhe scoretary; or progér officer of the
collegerairetuin of the number ofstidents wishing
to disseet; @ind of the probable miftiber of bodies
required during the week,—at - thevsame time; a
return of the mumber received during the past
week, and the sum due for them, at the price
fixed. Practitioners, not being teachers, wishing
to have a body for dissection, to communicate in a
similar manner, their request being submitted for
the approval of the president or vice-presidents.
Under regulations something resembling the
above, all the schools of anatomy may he amply
supplied. No offence to public decency will in
any case take place. The public will scarcely be
aware of the circumstance, and the feelings of no

ane will be injured whose feelings ought to be con-
sulted. I am aware it will be said, that in Paris
the bodies of the pooronly who die without friends
in hospitals, are taken for dissection, and why not
follow the same principleiin London ? The answer
is conclusive—they are not in sufficient number,
In Paris they are taken hy the authorities, accord-
ing to law, and the poor have no objection to go
into hospitals, or to the bodies of their friends
being dissected. They ravely think of inquiring
after the body of a person who has died in an
hospital. In London it is the reverse: there is
neither law nor custom in its favour ; and until the
prejudice shall die away with time, it is proper
thattlié supply be obtained in the least-olfjection-
able manndro 7When the plan has been thoroughly
arranged; and fsund to wark well in-luwondon, there
will be' no-diffiealty in extending itéo the larger
towns i thexeuntry. ik

T rinted by T Beeitell,
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At a General Meeting of the Memico-Boraxicarn So-
cIETY OF Lospon, kolden on Wednesday, the 2d
day of February, 1831,—I¢ was moved by SIR
Hexry Harrorn, Bart. F.R.S. -A. President
of the Royal College of Physicians, Grand Cross of
the Guelphic Order, and Vice-President of this So-
ciely, and seconded by the Rev, Joun _'\II,IE‘{L'.'I'HN,

Axp Resonver Usawidovsty,

h Tuar the warmest expressions of gratitude, the most
sincere thank the Society, be offered to our noble President,
for his comy isive Address ; and that to enable the Members to
prodfit fully by the advice cor his: Lordship be requested
to allow the same to be printed for the wse of the Society.

Humrurey Gipes,
GrorGE G. SreMoND,

g Secrelaries,

Lowdow, February 2d, 1831.

ADDRESS

oF

SARL STANHOPE,

PRESIDENT
o
THE MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY,
FoR THE
ANNIVERSARY MERTING,

Jasuary 164k, 1831,

GEBENTLEMEN,

Tug high and distingnished honor which you
have been pleased to confer upon me in again eleeting
me as your President, affords & most gratifying testimonial
of your confidence and kindness which I shall e
nnxiong to deserve. It iz indeed a favor of wh
have just reason to be proud, that throngh your par-
tiality I am allowed to preside over a Society, the
pursnits of which are most important in themselves,
anid may be most bepeficial to mankind, Although I
cannot pretend to be worthy of that faver, I am, how-
ever, much flattered by receiving it, and your kindness,
which I have always experienced, will, I trust, support
me in the discharge of my duties, and induce you to
view with indelgence the imperfections of which I am
conscipus, Permit me to offer yom my warmest and
most grateful thanks, and io assure you that my humbla




services, feeble and wnprofitable s they may be,
continue to be employed with il'i!iEI]IIiI-_V and in
promoting the welfare of this Society, and in advaneing,
as far as I am able, its ludable and bencvolent
designs,

Since the last Anniversary various improvements have
taken place ; amongst oth Professorship of Chemistry
has been established, and have now the happiness of
seving that situation ocenpied by a Gentleman whose ex-
perience is as extensive as his sclentific attainments. It
would indeed be superfluous for me on this, or on any
other oceasion, to expatiate upon the . extreme utility and
importance of that science, and upon its it £01-
nexion with the pursuits of this S |rt;': but T may, how-
ever, observe, that the preparation, according to ;-nl;:muil-
ceutieal practice of medicinal substances, iz not less valu-
able than a knowledge of their virtues, and is indispen-
sable to their employment. In preserving, and sometimes
in extracting essential qualities of a drug, in ascer-
taining the forms in whick it should be exhibited, the sub-
sturiees with which it may be compounded, or those by
which it would be decomposed, the effects which various
affinitics may produce upon it, and the manner in which
its agency may be increased or diminished, Chemistry is
absolutely requisite, and should also be employed for
investigating, as far a8 may be in its power, the properties
of those vegetables with which we are altogether unac-
quainted, or of which we have only an inadequate know-
Fedge. T look forward, with eager anticipation, to the
period when the resources of this Socicty would enable it
to establish a Laboratory, in which, by a eareful analysis,
niany interesting and important discoveries might be mT.’ltl(',
and the knowledge of the constituent principles of vege-
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tables might be enlarged and perfected.  In order that we
may learn the virtues of many plants, which are mow

ceted or despised, we shounld endeavour to discover the
real nufure and properties of these substances which are
found in them, and of which some, like Aconiting,
Eseulina, and others, are, as Dr. de Montmahou informs
us, cither not employed in Medicine, or not sufficiently

known.
Is it to be supposcd that those Vegetables are fuite

insignificant and useless which do not attract our atten-
and which do not appear

tion by their sensible qualit
cts? If I could presume

to be active in their medicinal ¢
to offer amy opinion upan h a subject, T would remark,
ihat the eficacy of a medicine o
its potency, but also on its fa
know, for example, that only thre
tained in the whole quantity which is consumed of the

¢ depend not only on

¢
Waters at Tunbridge Wells by a Patient who takes them
the nsual period, and yet the strongest chalybeato
nes which can be administercd do not produce the

same operation. Nature, whichis always admirable, and,

top our feeble and limited unde
prehensible in her works, preparcs ths
Waters with o skill which no art can attempt to. ri

shows that their sanative power dees not result frc

quantity, or from the direct ageucy of the co
substances which chen analysis discovers in the
from other qualities which hitherto we have heen i e

to investigate. As the body derives nourishment from the
quantity and quality of the food, which is not merely re-
ceived into the stomach but is converted into chyle, so also
the efficacy of medicinal s nees, which are employed as
alteratives or in the cure of chronical disorders, may ariso

fram their nr eazily assimiluted, and th roperiy may
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reasonably be expected to be fonnd more in Vegetables
than in Minerals. Even in sente disorders the n:lpq_-Lijn
of a dose may be preferable to one more powerful in its
immediate activity; and the principle is often illustrated
in natave, that an effect is produced, not by the force
but by the frequency with which the cause operates, amd
could mot, in some cases, be produced otherwise with
safety. The celebrated Dr, Tre ichin, a disciple of Boer-
baave, removed with ease and expedition, by administering
every ball hour a small gquantity of eoarse Sugar dis-
solved in tepid water, a visceral obstruction which had
nued for many days, and which became ve y painful
rming; but if a violent remedy had been employed
at injury might hs ted to the patient. As the
ation of the blood and animal heat are gradually to
a froeen lin which would be destroyed if
to be suddenly exposed to the warmih of a fire, 50,
in many cases, would it be imprudent to employ too violant
or too immediate a counteraction to the evil which it is
mtended to remove, The gentle operation of some we-
Wle medicines, far from being an objection to their use,
ht, in some cases, to be considered as n recommen-
dation, and may peculiarly qualify them as alteratives, for
which several of those Plants may have been designed
which are not much distinguished by their scosible
fualities,

Some vegetable substances are as powerfal in their
Optralion as any which are furnished by the Mineral
l‘_m'-'-;dtlll'li but it would be a rash and wnfounded conclu-
sion, that those which appear to be feeble are, therefore,
of no value, Some of them may have been intended by
Providence for external use, and to bo employed by the
E_:ptlrgmu more than by the Physician, as Vuloeraries, as
Btypties, a3 Emollicuts, or for other topical applic

I am informed, that the most grievous malady with
which human pature iz afllicted—mental derangement—

been effectunlly cured in a short period of time by Fo-
mentations and Cataplasms of the GLECHOMA hederaces,
applied to the sutarcs of the head. Ray mentions the
case of a vielent and inwv d-nehe, which was
entirely removed by drawing into the nosirils the jui sl
this Plant, upon which he bestows so high an encomium,
that he says, * Medicamentum koc non satis potest lau-

“ dari, si res ex usu estimarentur aure @quiparandin.”
This Plant, which is received into the Awustrian Phar-
macopoein, but not inte that of the Royal College of Phy-

ns, was eonsidered by Dr. Pitc to be of extreme

y in consumptive cases; and a Syrup of its Juice

was recommended by Boerhaave, in the Hooping Cough,

in Spitting of Blood, and in Hematuria, It aAPPEnrs, there-

fore, that its qualities should be fully examined, and

should be subjected to a chemi 5, and after-
wards to actual trial.

With respeet to those plants w 1, from  botanical
analogy, are considered to be medicinegl, but which, from
an imperfect ki sdge of their prope , are pot em-
played by the medical prac T, nor even as popular
remedies, their constituent principles can only be ascer-
tained by Chemistry, whick t to commence the invess
tigation, and to procede the trials that might subse-
quently be made. It would thus be found, whether and
in what degree the principles which they contain are
similar to those of other Plants, the qualitics of which are
already known, and consequently whether they might be
sapposed to produce the like effects; whether they seem
L possess more or less ;LCli\'iI}' than those which lIJl!_l'
resenble: whether they can e extracted with greater
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facility or in larger guantities ; or whither, on the other
hand, they are feeble and blended with other qualities
which impair their power, and might be prejudicial to
their succeds. If it were to be shown by analysis, that
n Plant possesses, in a powerful degree, and in great
abundance, any principle which seems to cohstitute the
sanative quality of another, it might afford an useful
substitute, and might bé found to be a valuable addition
to the Mate Mediea.  In the opposite I would not,
T draw the contrary conclusion, or condemn, as
undeserving of further notice, a Plant which appeared,
yais, to be only slightly endowed with medicinal
s, and o be composed principally of substances
which, throngh our ignorance of their nature, are sup-
posed to be insignificant. Chemical Analysis, though
examination may be very accurate and minute, and though
it may be conducted with great skill, aided by the advan-
tages of long experience, cannot ascertain, in every case,
what are all the constituenis of a wvegetable substance,
nor even in which of them resides its medical virtue.
The art of Chemistry, in its present state, snd notwith-
standing the vast progress which it has made, does not
seem to be sufliciently advanced for the parpose ; but it is
si gl y in direeting our inquiries with a view to
those practical trials, the advantages and importance of
ot be too highly prized.

It affords me the utmost satisfuction to inform you,
that another improvement has taken place, which I con-
sider to be of fur greater value than any other, and which
may prove of inestimable service in promoting the views,
in exalting the reputation, in extending the uatility of

weiety, and in attaining the benefits which it hopes
to confer upon mankind, A Medical Commitiee has |

appointed, and is composed of persens who are highly
distinguished in that profession, zealously desirous of ad-
g your designs, and well qualified for that purpose
by their talents sud scquirements, By their sssistance,
and under th auspices, those investigations may be
comducted which are most intereating aund important—
those trials may be instituted which I have so ardently
wished and so earnestly recommended—those guestions,
which would otherwise remnin enveloped in obscurity
and doubt, may be determined by the test of experience
and, as I see every veason to believe, those discoveries
may be made which it is the object of this Society to
pursue, and to the prosecation of which the strennous
exertions of its Members should be unceasingly directed.
Allow me to congratulate you, most cordially, on the

bright prospect which is now before you, and to express

my confident expectation that the zeal and talents of the
Modical Committee, and the patience with which it will,
I have ne doubt, perseverc in its researches, will be
crowned with that success which will be as hemorable to
its Members as it will prove beneficial to the world. In
s po onc will take a deeper interest, or feal
ation, than the individual who has,

that succe
more sinceére gral
through your kindness, been placed in the Chair of this
Society, amd who will greatly exult in all that can
contribute to its welfure, which he has so much at heart,
in all that can iner its fame, of which he is jusily
ambitions, and in all that can enlarge the sphere of its
activity, which he is most anxious to extend, from the
full conviction that he entertaing of its extreme and un-
paralleled importance. To the success of this Society
the assistance of the Me Profession is essentially and
indispensably requisite; and those Members of it who
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form the Medical Committee, or who imitate their cxam-
ple, will eminently deserve, and will, I am sure, always
receive the gratitude that is due to them, both from us
and from the world, for exertions which are so merito-
rious in themselves, which are go valuable in their design,
and which must, in any’ ease, be so interesting in their
resulis.

The Bye-Laws of this Society, which, as expericnee las
shown, required considerable amendment, have been re-
vised by me with great care and caution, and with an
earnest desire which has, T trost, beem in some degree
successful to render them clear, coneise, and comprehen-
give. In this undertaking I dorived much assistance from

the course adopied in another Socicty, the objects of

which are like oor own, of a practical nature, and the
Bye-Laws of which have been recently simplified and
improved, but could mot, in all respects, be followed by
ourselves, The amended Collection of our Bye-Laws
having been cirenlated amongst the Members of the Coun-
¢il for their mature consideration, and baving been cor-
rected by them, Iintend at an early period to submit them
to this Society at o Speeial Meeting, and if’ they should
be: sanctioned by its approbation, to have them printed for
distribution. The Meetings of the Society will, T trust,
acquire much additional interest by a greater variety in
our proceedings, which formerly were too much limited
to reading the eommunications that were sent to us, but
which will, in future, be greatly improved by the Leetures
that will be cceasionally delivered by our learned and
excellent Professors.  The inaugural Lecture of Dr. Clen-
dinning, who is so eminently distinguished by his various
acguiremetits, and who has rendered sach important ser-
viee to the Socicty by beeoming the Professor of Toxico-
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logy, was heard with great admiration by all who were
present on that eccasion, as well as by myself; and he had
the kindness to publish it at the request of the Meeting.
It umited more curions and interesting faets than I over
remember to haye found within the same eompass, and
T beg leave to offer my thanks to him, snd my eor

lations io this Society, on the | fits which eannot fail to
be derived from his assistance.  Our Meetings will also
receive many advantages from  the ohservations which
n that
is read, or upen an ehject t iz exhibite From those

may be made by any Member upon a communic
advantages we ought not to be precluded by an errcneons
interpretation of the presest Bye-Laws, and we shonld
her promote than ik s dise that may
be useful to the Seciety, and tend to convey additional
upon any subjeet to which our attention is
directed. It was not, and i3 no tended that we shonld
become a sort of De g Society, to discuss any specu-
lative or doubtful questions ; bat we ought, on the other
hand, to encenrage oral as well as written communications,
when they may advance the progress of those CHCes
we cultivate, or when they may prove interesting

or insiructive to the Members.
His N ty, who some years ago had the condescension

of inseribing his Name as

gracionsly pleased to confer upon us.the honor of |

in the pl of our late Sov Patron of

Society. The signal favoer which he has thus de

show ns must exeite the wimost grotitude, and

trust, animate eur exertions in deserving his august pro-
vd for that purpose, in pursning with energy and

perseveranee the objects which ~we have in view, and

which are intongdod to promote the welfure of mankind.




To our paternal M march, who is justly beloved by his
subjects, and whe has their happiness so much at
no tribute could be paid by us which would be so
to him, or <0 honorable to this Society, as the bene
its exertions might confer, not only on his own dominions,
but also on all these countries to which civilization has
yet extended.
so subjects of congra tulation I proceed to o
and that fecling wi

convinced, be shared by every Member of this S
allude to the intention of Mr. H. Gibbs, who h
Inst three years, been one of th
situation of which he has dise
that did great honor to himsell and
approbation. During that period, T have had the oppor-
tunity of witnessing, and I have witnesse
safisfaction, the extreme accurney, the indefi
aotivity, the zealous aftachment to our interests that he
constantly displayed in the office which he so worthily
occupied, and which he intends to resign. That resigna-
tion will, like all his conduct, be very creditable to him,
for it will, as stated in his Letter, arise from his persunsion
that the increasing engngements of his own uvocation would
not allow him in future to devote to the business of this
Society as much fime and atténtion as he has hitherto
done, and would wish 46 do as long as he held the office.

we shall thus be unfortunately deprived of his
services, the loss of which you will deplore in common
with myself, T trust that we shall still receive the benefit
of his assistance, which is very valuable, and of his adviee,
which has always been found judicions. In the name of
this Society well as in my own, 1 beg leave to present
to him the warm and cordial thanks which he has so well
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deserved for his important servi
assure him of our unceasing gratitude and esteem.  His
Family has hereditary claims on our attachment, for
without mentioning his late Brother, who had very dis-
tinguished talents, his Father, our present Treasurer, has,
in the exercise of that office, shown so serupulous a regard
to his dutics, has watched with so mueh eare amd anxicty
over the interests which are confided to him, has established
such regularity and method in the proeeedings, and has
Jaboured with so much zeal to promote eur welfare, that
his conduct eannat be sufficiently commended.

In noticing the communie e with which we have

been favoured, it is my duty fiest to offer the humble

tribate of my se to a most valuable Paper of Dr.

Hancock, who does so much honor to this Society, and
has so zealously amd s successfully devoted himself to its
pursuits. It relates to the Juribali, az it is called by the
Natives, or Febrifuge Bark Tree of Pomeroon, which
must not be confounded with the Icica altissime of Aublet.
The latter is often called by the same name, but the former
is distinguished from it by the large size of the Stipulee,
and also by the scaliness of the Cuticle. The Juribali
belangs to the Bth Class and 1st Order of Linnwus, and to
the Meliacea of Jussien, and is thought by Dr. Hancock,
who gives a full bot ription of it, to be a distinct
Genus. Al the active principles of this Bark, which
contains & Resin that is not one of them, are readily soluble
in cold as well as in warm water, and are completely
dise red by a small addition of Aeid, such as the
Sulphurie, Muriatic, or Acctie, More than one-fourth in

sht of this Bark is soluble in water, which dissolves

ly one-sixth, or perhaps not more than one-eighth part
of the Peruvian Burk : but the vsual dose of the former is
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only one-hall of the quantity which is administered of the
latter. Although the Juribali is wvery potent, bitter,
and astringent, in which qualities it is represented to be
much superior to the Peravian Bark, it is, like Rhubarh,
cordial or purgative, according to the dose, and possesses
the very important property, that it docs mot produce
constipat r i 5 as 1 powerful
diaphoretic, especially if taken warm, when it is the more
efficacions, and its merits as a Febrifuge is certainly much
enhanced. Tt will often be fonnd to succeed, after the
Peruvian Bark has failed, an intermittent fever ;
it is much more nseful than the other in those fevers which
are of a malignant and typheid nature; and it ha

been employed with the most scided advantage in A
and‘in the dongerous remittent Fevers of the

The learned Author considers the Juribali to be more
stricily a Febri s than the Pernvian Bark, which he
thinks is not so useful 1o drive away the Fever, as to
# prevent its recurrence,” and the employment of the
Paruy Bark appears to him most equivocal in the
ardent typhoid and remittent Fovers, in which there is
the most danger, and in which it frequently produces
fatal metastasis upon the brain. He is also of opinion
that the Juribali * may doubtless be regarded as a general
“ Tonie, and applicable, perhaps, in most coses, as a
“ substitute for the Cinchona.” The dose is stated by
him to be a glassfull, every two or three hours, of an
Infusion, which is made of one ounce of the Juwribali
in a quart of hot water. He adds, that it promises o
be an useful remedy in Small Pox and Meazles, after due
evncuants, and that it is applied externally, cither in
powder, or in a decoction, and is found to be very beneficial
in foul and ill-conditioned uleers.  Dr. Huoneock
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meniions another Tree that grows in the interior, and is
called by the tives Caramata, or Ammart, the Bark of
which appears, from many trials, ** to be equally safe and
* efficacious in those dangerons typhoid and remittent
“ Fevers in which the Cinchone is useless or pernicions.”
An Infusion made from a combination of the Caramate
and the Juribali in equal quantities, that is, of half an
vunee of ench sly powiered, in a gquart of hot £y
kept warin, and admivistered in 2 Wine Glassfull every
four, or six hours, aceordi to the urge ey of the
app icac "or

most important communication, we ow
ion to Dr. Hancock, whose merits and talents have
been, on all oecasions, so conspicuous; amd I am very
desirous of learning, whether these Trees found in such
abandance that their Barks might become an ariicle of
commeree, and also, whether their virtues would be pre-
served after o sea voyage, which, from the example of
the Poruvian Bark, there does not seem much réason to
doubt, but which will, T hope, be aseertained when he

transmits to us, according to his kind promise, a sufficient

supply of those Barks for making the requisite trials, anid

also some b ical specimens of the Trees. The departure
of Dr. Hancock for those countries which he so long
inhabited, must be much lamented by us; but whe

he may reside, he will carry with him our

and respect, and our ardent wishes for his health and
waolfare,

We have to thank a very digtinguished Member of the
Council, Dr. Ryan, for an execllent Paper on the Secale
Cornuium, or Ergot of Rye, which, in his opinion, does
not induce, bt only accelerate labour, and has little efect
i the early period of gestation. It requires to be admin-
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istered with eamtion, and ouglit not to be given in preter-
matural labour, and not till the parturient efforts have
continued more than twenty-four hours. An Analysis has
been made by Dr. Winkler of this very r
substance, but it is not yet determined in which of its
properties the active principle resides, and this affords
an additional illusteation of what T before ohserved upon
the insufi ey of Chemical Analysis, when applied to
able matter. T bave, however, reason to hopa, that
mare i ation will be obtaincd with respect to this
gubstance, and that the nature of its constituent principles
may be more fully nnderstood when an Analysis has been
made of it by Mr. Battley, wha, from his great skill and
experience, is so peeuliarly qualified to conduct it.
Another proof of the medicinal virtues of many common
vegetables is given by Mr. Brown, of Thun, in the Canton
of Berne, whe inform us that Milk was dispersed by
the application of fresh Walnut Leaves. He observed,
that when Leaves were brought to litter the Farm Yards,
those of the Walout were carcfully separated from the
others, as Goats whe bad caten them were found to lose
their Milk. That fact might huve given the first hint for
their applie , und shows the great advantage
watching all the o|y'1;:||5||i|\' of mature, which in many
instances may have led to the employment of popul
remedies.  Such remedies seem to de
than they have yet reccived, nwd are oot hiastily to be
rejected, | :+ wo have not ascertained the siodus

operandi, which is not always apparent. If they have been
long cmiployed, which eould hardly be the case, unless their
effects had been supposed to be beneficial, o full inves-
tigation, and acenrate trial of them may be considersd not
anly praper and unobjectionable, but even bighly requisite.
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‘“'1' have bwl* the pleasure of receiving from Dr.
William Hamilton, of Plymouth, some communications
on the BiosoNia opthalmica, and on the milky juice
of the CALOTROPIS gigantea, which is 1-:11|1]n-.-l with
advantage in uleers of the Palate and ]":lu;,- 2, and
which, diluted with mucilage, is supposed to be useful
in Chronie Opthalmia, and also on the FruiLues cordi-
JSolia, or Antidote Coccoon, the seeds of which keep their
virtues for two years, and are found to connteract the effects
of Vegetable Poisons, whether taken internally, or ad-
mitted by wounds into the circulation, The l:_x-pnr]:m-m
was tried with Dogs, which had taken the ComiuM
maculetum, the Nwx Vomica, and the¢ Ruus Torieo-
denelron; and on Cats, which had been wounded with
Arrows dipped in the Juice of the Hippomane Manci-
aella, but which were cured by applying a Cataplasin of
the Seeds,
This leads me again to bring under your notice the
MikaNia Guaco, which T mentioned to you on a former
ion, and which is said to act as a preservative
i.ib-ill-ﬂl the bite of Rattle Snikes. Tt is stated, in a
.Sp.m::el: Paper, of Sefior Quijano of Bogota, that it has,
m.:imn(" ricts, * been used as a preservalive from time
** immemorial,” and that there have, throughout Colombia,
been repeated proofs of its e . He mentions a pla
where, in the course of eleven years, 290 persons wera
bitten, but of whom only eight died, the others having been
cured by the Guaco, mixed with Lemon Juice and Salt :
and another place where it was supposed that above E'm;
persons had been bitten in fourteen years, and where, from
the employment of this remedy, the accident was' fital
only in a single case. He recommends that half an ounce
should be taken fasting for two or three days suceessively ;
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and it is much to be regretted that he does not i\!ﬁ:rml us
what are the proportions of the Lemen Juice m.n] h:|!l
which are to be mixed with it, nor whether its efficacy is
increased by that combination 3 or i not, for wh:llt ullu-r.
purposs it is recommended 3 and KT these pmlntr-, ns
well as upon several others, I am anxious to h‘:tl!I\'L‘ full
and satisfctory particulars: from our Corresponding Mem-
bers in that quarter of the world.  We have _:nlsn hr-n.n
favored with another: communication wpon this subject
by Mr. Herman, who gonfirms: the other m“""‘." |_Iml
had réached us of this remedy, the virtues of which, ha
says, were kiown to the Tndians from the enrliest ages.
He states, that it acts as arvative when taken in
frequent doses; that it ew stanees, |Im_ poison-
ons bites of Vipers, and that it is, in such eases, II.|||\-'1!l'5:IIlL}'
employed by medical practitioners in the tropical Tegions
of South America. He observes, that it is requsite to
employ the leaves when fresh ; that they are ‘-I_' be bruised
and applied to the wound ; and that the Juice may be
given without any previous preparation, eitler pure or
mixed with a small quantity of warm water. ording
to his information, the Juice operates as a powerful ano-
dyne, and produces a copious perapiration. He adds, that
itis an excellent vermifuge, as well as stomachic and tonic.
A decootion’ of the plant is represented by Lieut. Hardy
to be alse ** most effeacious in inveterate eases of Dysen=
 fery,” in many places on the north Coast of Spanish
Amarica, where that disorder is so prev ulent.

The MIKARIA Guaco is also considercd to be unseful
in the cure of Hydrophobia, and in this respect it is pee-
culiarly interesting, and amight prove of the ntmost im-
|||:-|.'1-||.|::|: in this Country, which has lately been a-n.l!:lm'h
alarmed by that disorder. My learncd and revered Friend,

1%

the President of the College of Physicians, has had the
kindness, for which my grateful acknowl nts ave due
to him, of communieating to me a most valuable and e
cellent Paper upon this subject, which was written by Mr.
.

Cmsar Hawkins, and which was read at a Mecting of the
College.  In that Paper, which appears, in my humhle
judgment, to deserve particular attention, the Anthor
relates, with great clearness and detail, the case of a Dag,
which ho saw three weeks after it had been bitten, and
three days after symptoms of illuess had' began to appear,
and when they had * considerably increased” A table
spoonfull of the Juice was given to it three times the first
day, and four times on the following day, and during that
period, that is, during thirty-six hours, a gradual im-
" provement took place.” “ The Bark, which is peculiar
“ 1o rabid Dogs, was not heard after the first dose; the
‘* pxeessive irritability and restlessness under which the
** Dog laboured were completely subdued.” The cyes
** resumed much of their natural appearance and expres-
“ sion;” the respiration became * quiet and easy ;" the
thirst ** appeared to be diminished ;"—it could aguin
* drink with comparative facility ;" the jaw was aguin
“ eapable of being closed;” the tongue could again be
“moved freely  and the inclination for Food returned.
On the following morning, however, all the symptoms had
re-nppeared  with full force, and the Dog died two days
afterwards, completely exhausted, and with a gradually
ing ing paralysis of the whole body. With respect to
this trial, the Author observes,  as far, then, as a single
* experiment can be relied wpon, and thut too not com-

menced 1ill the third day of the disease, a favorable
# report must certainly be given of the Guaco as a pal-

i liative in Rabies Camina” and or stating that the
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symptoms are T|L'Lﬁ!:1|tr1| also |.l)' the ALissa J'-r"-'”",{fh-
by the ScuTELLARIA, and especially by the Belladonna,
he adds, ** from neither of them Mr. Youatt
witnessed so decided and so long-continued an amendment
om this new medicine.” He also states, ™ a3 o
pallintive, it was possessed of so much power in the Dog,
that T am anxious to learn its effects, if some more could
be obtained, at an edrlier stage of the disorder; for
doubtless it is only at the commencement of the disense
« that n eure can over be expected ; and probubly it will
“ always be too late to subdue Hydrophobia, after those
« gpasms which chordeterize the discase in man have once
* commenced.” e cirenmstance to which the Author
here adverts, ¢ of itself explain the failure of the re-
medy in the case of 1 I, 1 v agglit mot to be d
couraged from maiking further trials.
occurred, hewever, in a case of Hy-
drophobia in St. Thomas' Hospital, is still mere remark-
able. It appears that several ounces were given to the
Patient at short intervals by injection, and by the mouth;
that some moistened leaves were placed upon the Chest
alter the Cuticle had been removed by boiling water, o
that @ considerable quantity of the Extract of Guaco
was administered. It seemed to ealm and to diminish the
frequency of the Parox but it was doubtful whether
the effect was not oceasioned by a Plaster of Belladonna,
amd parily by keeping the room more quiet; and even
during the greatest calmness the sight of a glass of water
produced Paroxysms. Thoe Author remarks, with respect
to this trial, * gertainly the relielf which could fairly be
“ attributed to the Guace was much less than I saw in
* another case from the employment of Prossic Acid, in

* large doses, ot short intervals ;" i, as he also states,
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much less than he * was led to expect, from its influence
* upon the rabid Dog.” May I here be allowed fo ex-
press a doubt whether the Guaco had not lost much of its
potency by age, and by the effect of the voyage, or whe-
ther it may not be more serviceable in the Rabies Caning
than in Hydrophobia ; and in either case it would, in this
Country, be far less useful than ws hoped ¢

The Author states, that ** every remedy which has

hitherto been known to m te the symptoms of Hy-
drophobia in Man, or of Rabies in Dogs ; even the i;|_
* jeetion of warm water into the veins appears to act as a

Sedative ; and t} appears to be the effect of the Guaco
¢ also in every animal to which I have This
agrees with the u iven hy Mr. Herman, who men-
tions, that Serpents are thrown inte a state of torpor by

it, amdl that one of them was lulled by receiving on its head
some saliva impregnated with it, 3
As to the uses of the Guace, in preventing or in curing
the bites of Serpents, Mr. Hawkins allows that he not
abtained ** a perfectly satisfactory result;” but he dis-
proves, by a very decisive experiment, the supposition of
Baron Hamboldt, that the effoct was produced by the
aversion of that animal te the nausesus smell of the Plant.
Mr. Hawkins thinks that the Guacs * is utterly. usoless
" preventing Serpents from biting ;" and
on, which differs so widely from that entertained
it in South Americ Is strength to my sos-
picion, that the g1
he ved it, are very different from these which belong
to it in that Country. Nor does it appear, from his state
ment of the case in St. Thomas" Hosy that the medi-
cing acted, as it is said to do in that Couniry, by produc
L & copious perspiration.




He observes in regard to the VeraTRUM Swbadifla,
which Licutenant Hardy had represented as an inia lible
cure far Hydrophobia, that four times the dose which is
said to cu[:! that disorder in Man, was given to a rabid
Dog with very slight effect ; and, as he says, *far inferior
# o the very decided influence produced upon the disease
i hy the Ga-mm." A doubt may arise here, whether the
VeraTRUM Sabadifle may not be more adapted to the
human species, as the Guaco may be to the brate creation,
and whether experiments ought not to be made with the
former in incipient vases of Hydrophobia.

With respect to the Guaco itself, a preliminary phar-
maceutical inguiry scems desirablo to ascertain the proper
mode of preserving it virtues, and of conveying it to
this country. ‘The Plant might, as Mr. Herman states,
be supplicd abundantly from Santa Fé, and might be
cultivated, successfully, in our East and West India
possessions ; and T learn from the President of the Col-
lege of Physicians, for whom I entertain profound vene-
ration as well as the sincerest friendship, that he has
roared some Plants from Seeds which were received at
the beginning of last year from Sir Robert Ker Portor,
and it is found also in the Garden of the Florticultural
Society. It is thought by Mr. Herman, that an Extract
of thie Juice ought to be sent, and I am inclined to coneur
in that opinion; but I intend, when T shall have obtained
satisfactory information upon this point, to procure & quan-
tity of the Plant, or of the most eligible preparation of
it, and to present it to the Society for distribution. In

{he mean time, the Council has desired that a quantity of
the leaves of that Plant, which one of our Correspondents
had the goodness to send us, may be given, with diree-
tions for their use, to any medical practitioner who may
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be willing to make a trial of them in a case of Hydro-
phobia, and to report to us the result. I entreat you to
devote particular attention to the employment of this and
other vegetable remedies in that dreadful malady, and to
submit their virtues to nctual trials in such cases. If
those trials should be favourable, the discovery would be
of incaleulable importance, and would, more than any
other, establish our claims to that encouragement and sup-
port which the extreme utility and public advantage of
our pursuits so much deserve.

When Dogs are bitten by one which is, or is suppesed
to be, in a rabid state, it is usnal, and no doubt very pro-
per and advisable, to destroy, or to confine them for the
prevention of further mi f; but a very important
discovery was made by means of one of them which was
imprudently allowed to range at, large, and which sought

v Antidote by the same instinet that leads them to cat
sriss as an Emetic.  The fact, was remarked by an acei-
dent that foriunately supplied the place of the accurate
and attentive observation which would otherwise have
been necessary, and which would have required great
procautions to have guarded against denger. A remedy
was thus discovered which is acknowledged to be very
uscfal, and may, perhaps, when properly administered,
prove to be efficacions. It appears from the statement
of the Chevalier de Swinjin, apd it is mentioned by the
excellent River, in one of his instructive works, that a
man in the government of Tula, in Russia, who had
climbed npon a tree to escape a Dog which bad for some
days been in.oa rabid state, perceived the animal to step
when it reached a marshy spot at w:short distance from
the tree, and to serateh eagerly with its feet till it had
grabbed up a root, which it voraciously devoured, He
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remarked that the Dog, in half an hour afterwards, ceased
{o foam at the mouth, and that its eyes, which had been
dull and inflamed, resumed their natoral appearance.
The Deg came to the tree, recognized the man who was
upon it, and was found by him to be perfectly recovered.
He went to the marshy spot, took a portion of the Root,
and employed this remedy with the greatest success for
twenty-five years. This, Plant, which is cntitled to a
most careful examination and to further trials, is a very
common aquatic weed, the ALISMA Plautago, of which
there is an ample description and urate drawing in the
Sceond Volume of Curtiss Flora Londinensis, p. T8,
Two or three doses were considered sufficient for a cure,
and the Roots were given in powder; but the fresh Roots
wonld, I think, be far preferable, and the Plant might
be eultivated for the purpese of having a constant supply
of them. May we not suppose that Dogs would be defi-
cient in an instinet ofs that description il the Rabies

in o state of nature; and were a iL‘I;l||||]}' urising altog
from domestic babits, from such unsuitable food, from

such exposure fo heat, or from such continuance of exces-

give exertion, as they would shun in their primitive eon-
dition ?

I would also solicit your attention to the G IANA
Chirayita, as we are informed upon medical anthority,
o fhat it has been proved by numerous trials to act us effi-
+ gaciously in removing visceral obstruction, and in pro-
" moting the secretion of bile,” as preparations of Mer-

that it will in such cases supersede them, and that
it has from time immemorizl been esteemed by the natives
of Bengal, where discases of the liver arc so frequent

and so violent with Europeans, We are told by D, W.
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Ainslie, in his admirable Work on the Materin Medica
of the East Indies, that it is * tonic, stomachic, and
* febrifuge ;" and that the Decoction or Infusion of it,
taken twice a day in the quantity of a small teacup-full,
is found efficacious in combination with the GuinLAN-
vINA  bordicella, in curing intermittent fevers. How
far the latter may contribute to the cure of such fovers
it is unnecessary for ws to inquire; the object being to
ascertain what is the action upon the liver of the GEN-
TIANA Chirayita. Upon this point T am extremely d
rous that we should have the advant of  learnin
the opinions and observations of Mr. Tw ning, of €
entta, who deserves the warmest thanks of this Society
for his excellent Paper on the Madar, and who would
probably be able to inform ws in what cases, and under
what symptoms, and in what doses, it is administered ; in
what forms it is or ought to be exhibited, and what are
the s which it produces; and to furnish alse those
details which are derived from actual trial and expe-
rience, and of which the knowledge is requisite to a cor-
rect judgment of the subject. A safe and effectual sub-
stitute from the Vegetable Kingdom for those mercurial
preparations, which are given in disorders of the liver,
appears to me an object of primary importance, snd well
deserving the researches of this Society. The substitate,
wherever it may be discovered, will be of the greatest
advantage, und I am not without hopes thut it may be
found amongst the Plants which are indigenous to this
CIJ‘II“]’J‘.

It may be said that T overrate the value of those Plants,
that I nssume as an axiom, and without préof, that all
of them are useful, and that T expect common weeds
to be employed as specifics, We know, bowever, that
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none of them were created without some purposes of uti-
lity, that a contrary supposition would be incomsistent
with the order of Divine  Providence, and that those
which are not ormamental or fragrant, must be consi-
red fo be in some other mode subservient to  the
g of mankind or of the animal ereation. Those mses
be cither for Food, for the processes required
Arts and Maoufactures, or for Medicine ; and it
may not be unreasonable to conclude, that the latier
may be intended when the two former do not apply.  That
conclusion would be drawn with respect to any particular
Plant, either from wical analogy, or from chemical
analysis 3 and if both the one and the other were satis-
factory, the Plant would be considercd to be medicinal.
As to those plamis which are termed weeds, the wvery
circumstances attending  some ‘of  them,  that they are
propagated with great facility, like the Leoxronox
Targracum, or that they are eradicated with  great
difficulty, like the PLaNTAGO, seem: to ame to afford
jndications of their having been designed for very useful
and valuable purposes. The former is already knowa to
be an excellent remedy, amd if it has not always been
duly appreciated, this way perhaps bave arisen partly
from the scason in which it was gathered, partly from the
manner in which the Extract was prepared, and partly
from inattention to another circumstance mentioned by
Mr. Hounlton, in a curious Paper, which was read at one
of our Mectings, that its wirtues are much impaired by
severe cold, as was found by him to be the case after last
winter.
In order to encourage your inguiries, and = more
especially, in order to invite your attention to some gques-
tions which appear eminently deserving of investigation,

He

the Couneil has determined to announce, at each Anniver-
sary, to this Society, and to the Public, the subjects for
which the Gold and Silver Medals will be awarded at the
next ensuing Anniversary, to any persons, who, before
the close of the year, communicate wpon them Papers of
soflicient merit.  The question which the Couneil has 1
vear selected for the Gold Medal, is one of extre
importance ; it must, from many cirenmstances,

the strongest interest, and if it w satisfactorily answered,

the Author would sequire immortal honor, and would be
Jjustly entitled to the thanks, not only of his countryme
but of all mankind, - The question is ** what is the vege-
“ tably substance which could be employed with success
“in the cure of Hydrophobia?” The inquiries that will
be requisite for this subject, may, I hope, lead to a more
purfect knowledge of the Arisma Plartago, which, from
the s that I before stated, T am most anxious should
be subjected to 1 sevirale -dhalysis, and to numerous
practical trials. Silver Medal will be given for the
best Ezsay ** on the medicinal guafities of any indigenons
© Plant which is not yet supficiently known, or on new
“ouzes and applications of -awy other -indigenows Plant."
It is required that these Lssays should be sent in the
English, - Prench) Germian; or Latin: Tanguage, abd - thoss
for which a Prize is not-awurded, will, sceording to the
wishes of their anthors, ‘be éither restored (o them, or
submitted to the Council, in-order that they may be read
ut the Meetings of the Society.

A wide field, which has not yet been adequately explored,
is open to your researches, and in every step of your
progress, you will be interested by the curiosity of the
objects that surround you, and will be animated by the
consideration, that your pursuits are wot insignificant or
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unimportant in their nature, and do not resemble those
laborious and unprofitable inquiries of which the difficulty
seems to constitute the only merit; but that they are, on
the contrary, of ithe wuimost practical utility, and are
dirceted to the benefit of mankind. May you in your

progress prosper as you deserve ; and as I ardently desire,
may you receive the approbation of all those who witness
your laudable exertions ; and may you al

which is confidently anticipated from them, and which is
duoe to industry amd talents, when 1E|l-}' are usefully
employed, The sacoess, which I fervently hope will
erown your patience and porsev very in
the Vegetable Kingdom of an efficacions remedy for any
of those disorders which afllict humanity, and which,
hitherto, have been found difficult of cure, or have bafled
the art of Medicine, would be attended with such a reward
as no Society could bestow. Tt would confer upon its
anthor an imperishable fame, far more honorable than that
which is acquired by desolating conquests, extending to
all eivilized countries, and exciting the gratitude of future
genvrations, as well as of the present age. And last, but
not least, amongst these lerations, the author of such
a discovery would earey with him to the grave the eon-
solatory reflection, that he had eminently fulfilled his duty,
and disc 2 the solemn obligation imposed wpon him by
Providence, w placed us in this world as the
common Children of one Parent, for the benefit and
assistance of cach other,
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MEDICINE AN ART,
&e.

It will be in the recollection of mary whom I now address,
that the establishing a medical library, and a place of literary re-
sort for the professional men of this locality, has been, on several
oceasions, contemplated, and, on more than one, attempted I
apparent diff os have too often dulled the former anticipation,
thoge which were real and substantial have embarrassed and

eventually concluded the latter attempt.  Upon these difficul-

ties there remains now no further necessity for enlarging—they
entirely surmounted by the free occupation of this handsome,
ay a sty ificent apartment, so liberally granted to
our use by i of this Instituticn,

Meeting for the first time in this , it appears a not in
occasion to speak somewhat of the advay =4 and opportunities
thereby afforded. May we not fairly hope, that in due time, by
becoming the depasi
being the means of :
purposes, the medical men of this ci
may prove not only of advant:
but to that art, which it is their duty, not on
to study and to understand, » who now hear me it
would be useless to I upon advantages of the accumu-
Is ther, in a library such as this, the recorded experience
of the eminent and zealous in the various walks of medical lite
rature. [ shall, the 5 pass on to some brief notice of the




second purpose to which this room is to be devoted—a purpose
certainly not the less useful, perhaps practically the more so, of
the two, viz, the chrenicling, investig iting the true nature of,
and following out, from the igin to their close, the accidental

and prevailing diseases submitted to personal notice,

When we look back to even a few years, how much that is in
teresting in the epidemic character of disease has passed away
from recollection. In the hurry and active turmoil of profes-
gional life, the observation of one day intrudes itsell upon the ob-
servation of the preceding, so that, after the lapse of a short
period, eonnected accounts of diseases, unless perchance recorded
at the time, become difficult to obtain. [ trust that a main fea-
ture of the Devon and Exeter Pathological Soeiety will be to
obriate this difficulty, and that within the walls of this Institu-
tion (than which none can be more appropriate®) there will be
produced and recorded, while observation is fresh, and therefore
more likely to be accurate, the passing characters of prevailing
disease; sothat, by noting simultancously the external surround-
ing influences, a just appreciation of the loeal physieal conditions
affecting and determining the characters of these diseases will be
induced.

Such are the specific and ostensible objects professed by the
societies which are now assembled. But is their limit heraby
determined ¥ May we not justly anticipate, from the accumu-
lated observations of our predecessors, and those made 113- our-
gelves, and from the opportunitics, by open discussion, of the
better collegating these observations into general truths, that we
here possess the clements and the means, if rightly used, of ad-
vancing, and aiding to perfeet, that divine art, the prosecuting of
which it has pleased Frovidence should be a pertion of our ap-
pointed task,

The term A " as applied to medicine, has here been
used. T am well aware that there are those who state, and have

¢ last year, 2,41 it were ad to the Exeter Dis-
ng & total of 28 since its first cstablishment in March,

produced much eloborate reasoning to prove, that medicine i= a

science,” as contradistinguished from an  Art.”  Minute
discussion on this question need not here be entertained, as my
present object, which is to show the proper manner in which
medicine should be studied, iz uninfluenced thereby,—the same
principles of investigation, and the ¢ rules of reasoning being
applicable to either. I shall, therefore, only refer to such defi-
nitions and illustrations as may bring the question plainty and
clearly before us; from these it will at onee be seen that dispute
in this matter has originated in a great measure from terms being
misundersbood.

The definitions of Professor Whewell are simple and concise :

# Art and Science differ, the chject of science is knowledge,

the oljects of art are works. In art, truth is a meass io an
endd ; in seience, it is the only end. Hence actical arts
¢ not to be classed amongst the seiences,”®

If the above definitions, and the distinetions they imply, be
borne in mind, we see that medicine, which implies the applica-
tion of certain means to remedy certain departures, in the
human body, from that state which is commonly termed health,
is an * Art,”—a * Pracricas Ant"—inasmuch asits objeet is a
something to be done.

Medicine, then, being ranked amongst the “ Peactical Arts,”
it beeomes obvious that its truths only be attained
strict accordance with the roles of art. ‘These, we shall fin
are not different from those which are essential to science,—
there must be the same aceumulation of observations, whether
they be ezperimental or recorded from experience, the same true
appreciation of the phenomena thus observed, and the same pro-
cesses of induction therefrom.

The observations, whenee are chicfly gleaned the truths
of medicine, are derived, in great measure, from eral
sciences, the names of which are familiar to us, They are,
chielly, Anatomy and Physiclogy, Animal Chemistry, Morbid
Anatomy, Patholo and Therapeatics; these are essentially

iees,—knowledge is their object, it is their only end. Ob-

* Philo of the I ive Sciences, p. xli.
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gervationg having been thus obtained, it is then requisite by a
process of induction, and suceessive gencralizations, to establish
those truthe of art, without which art i= mo art; the latter
must be careful, critical, and perhaps laborious,—whila the
former must be accurate and extensive,

Before the application of these principles to the art of 1
cine is proceeded with, br to some fallacies which
have prevailed, and greatly to the detriment of its tr study,

not be unprofitable ; of these the chiof are, * that medi
is a conjectural are,” and © that it is dependent for its truths
golely on observation, without the aid of induction.”

To speak first of the fallacy which styles medicine a conjec-
tural art.”  Those who afirm this proposition ly infer, but
state, that the best practitioner he who guesses best. It
being a soleciam, and a contradiction in terms, io say th

ural, we have, eonsequently, to exar il me
be founded and perfected in conjecture, and is therefore to be
deemed without the catalogue of the arts ; rther, if he,
whose 5 lice are based solely or etire, be the
best pr
f the term % conjectural,” as here used,
ing by " the technical me
ibition, i ie, of remed

o of the disease to which they

ectural or whether it be an art,
Iy eertain
Now,
ge of disease, or of the y it is to |
d, were not requisite, medicine would be, on the one
dent of disease, and, on the other, of the me
counteraction;—which is absurd
It being, therefore, neeessary to the art medicine that dis-
eage; and the means wher by disease iz counteracted, should be
understood, we will briefly examine into the meaning of these
terms l

Digease is the designation given to a certain condition of the
body and its functions, (evinced by signs which are technically
called symptoms,) implying that such condition is different from
that other which rmed health. Inasmuch, then, as health

is the natural and primary cox , andl disease is the departure
therefrom, it follows that discase is the effect of some 1 pre-

y d on which its existence depends. Tt should be
here particularly borne in mind, that though the proofof an event
to us always depends either upon the testimony of others, or
the evidence of our own senses, the cerfainty of events in them-
gelves ariges from their natural connexion with their proper
CAnses,

We have, then, & cavse producing certain cha in the
body; an E¥FEcT, the changes so produced; and symproms,
certain phenomena whereby thesa changes are rendered evident
to our senses.

If, then, these circumstances be carefully regarded, we shall
find they are indissolubly conmected, and that in order to under-
and fully appreciate them a wide range of satisfied i

tion is implied. T

rdent to dise hat i, of then of

ing this condition ; the the pr condi-

tion which results therefrom ; and finally, a just aj ition of

18 whereby thi edd evident to our-

given condition of the animal bedy
wise succeeded, by other conditions of the sam
yee, for the sake of argument, that the gi
ase, the preceding a state of health, the succeeding de
it is certain that t comprehension of the condition of
health, with due appreciation of the disturbing canges producing
the given state of disease, and the progress of these resulting in
death, must be founded on a series of observations and established
by a collegation and generalization thereof, and an induction
therafrom.
80 much for disease, The next question which presents
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itself for consideration is the means wherchy disease is counter-
acted, and this comprises what is commonly understoad by the
term “ remedy,”—remedies being the causes of certain effects in
the human body, whereby disease is obviated or diverted.

Thus far we have to deal with science, strictly so ealled,—
the study of health being Physiology, the study of disease
thology, the study of remedies Therapentics, we now come to
the provinee of medicing,—to medicine as an Art,"—to the
application of means to eounteract certain effacts, which are the
departure from health,—in other words, the Art of Medicine is
the application of Therapeutics to Patholagy. For this, it is
not only necessary, on the one hand, that the precise state of the
disease should b appreciated, but likewise the course such dis-
ease will take; that is, to predicate what will bappen as a con-
sequence of the present condition, and the successive action of
its morbid causes. This also assumes a very wide extent of pre.
wvious ohservation, arranged, theorised, and established : it is that

knowledge of symptoms and the consequences

: : which they pre-
eede, which is technically ealled % Prognosie.”

On the other hand, it is necesgary to estimate what will be
the effect under exisiing imstanees of the means used to
nt and probable consequences of the di
state. This impertant |

eounteract the pre

: i of the art of medicine iz
prised umder the terms * indication of cur and % treatment of
dis A

If the above requirements for the art of medicine be con-
sidered, we see that a very vast amount of knowled

ge is implied :
—that we know the caunse

and the nature of the effect it has
Prutluu.-t'.; that we have aceurately determined, from the signs
its seat, its degree, and in a great measnre its nature also : :Imtl
we bave, from all the circumstanees considered, separately and
i and are now quali-
. wper remedies, either to promote th
i there be a prospeet of its being
we perceive that it will be otherwise,
Here, then, we have a regular chain

n a comparative view, determined the izsue

fied, by means of P =
} issLe,

aurable, or to prevent it, if

; of connexion betwixt
cause, sign, effect, proguostic, and indication of cure ; for a dis-

ease must be known before it can be eured, and we must foresee
consequences before we can prevent them. (Makittrick, p.
23.)

Now all this implies knowledge goided by reason, while con-
Jjecture implies ignorance, suggested may be by that faith which
commences where reason ends. It likewise establishes medicine
to be an art, and as such amenable to, and ;r.u;lll:]lull by, all the
rules and principles of art, while conjecture neither suggests nor
is bound by any such rules or principles. Medicine is therefore
not conjectaral,

Doubtless many who apply this term to medicine, if they were
to analyse their own thoughts and views, would find that these
really were in accordance with the definitions of art, and that
this term is merely used by them to indicate that many of the
truths of medicine have not been attained. It is, however, of
the utmost importance to establish clearly to the minds of all,
that, inasmuch as disease is the cousequence of natural causes,
#0 must its alleviation be guided by natural principles, and con-
sequently that the art of medicine is only true and certain as it is
in accordance with these principles.

This being ascertained, the opinion can no longer prevail,

which assuredly it might, and justly so, if conjecture were our

only guide,) that the accumulation of fucts is v g, and the
generalisations of reason thrown away. Viewed as a certain art,
we possess the assurance that our labours are not in vain, that
though from our blindness we may not always perceive truth, yet
we are surrounded by it, and that, by seeking, it may be found 3
for mental eyesight is like that of the body, its cultivation makes
evident that which otherwise is confusion and darkness.®

While thus controverting the statement that medicine bas for
her only guide conjecture, it must not be concluded that eon-
jecture has not its uses. In medicine it bears its fruits, as it
does in the arts and sciences generally. A probable and well
founded conjecture, philosophically, may suggest such further

e ' The Use of the Body in Relation to the Mind.* By G. Moore,
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mquiry and improvement as may establish a truth,—practically,
in the absence of such established truth, it has a value,

The next fallacy to which I propose referring, is that the art
of medicine is dependent solely and exclusively on experience.

So strongly does this fallacy prevail, that we find not only the
art thus appreciated by the general public, but likewise by a
numerous class of the members of the profession—go much so,

that the beast is not unfrequent of being a % Practical man,” mean-
ing thereby a special regard for experience, whether general or

personal, to the exclusion of all inductive philosophy. In the
vulgar appropriation of 1 5 definition is, however, still

he who, ado

rected by reasen or
convey to th a disbelief in all that is not
d to them.
amination of this position will undoubts show that
na is not only di ically opposite to the
on which the s 23 of truth are leads to
in mueh that t true, and to a dishelief i h that is,
y to set forth this question, the true foree of the

term * Experience,” and of the ¢ Faets ™ which it is jts object to
observe and record, should be established,

t, what is a * fact ¥  This to the unthinking will seem so

and so immediately allowed, that to answer it would be

puerile. A little reflection will, however, show that even a fact
be difficult of being appre 4, and is often composed of
such complex 3 18 10 ren t impossible for the man, who
ighbour’s theories, to show that his own facts are

more substanti That facts may be di of appreciation a
{ ion will prove, A person having ne previous
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knowledge of the incontrovertibility of one metal into anothers

d 25 equally ignorant of the arts of the conjurer, sees a shilling

ently converted into a guinea, will he not naturally from

this assert thae such is possible, and that such a n has the

power of producing such a change ; nay, more—that he himself
had seen it, and knew it as a fact.

Very slender inquiries will, to the most superficial, soon render
evident, that, in order to arrive at a true appreciation of what is
fact, in so difficult an art as medicine, and to protect us against
the errors to which the imperfections of our senses readily

us liable, a certain amount of previous observation, com-
d with a mental process, is absolutely nec ry ; amd, more-
yuch as t ¥ of the art T &
dependent on heir pature and origi
ppreciated.

on which deper [ ol ill be found
2 10 two classes, th ¥ A b her of
n their nature can

The primary facts ov
gation of ideas, and are in ¢
instanees resulting from a generali
the sccondary are due o the coll
facts previously ascertained. s new idea
which assume all the in of simple teuths,
induced, and in ¢ ise what iz commonly

by the term theory, in reality the distinetion between

and phenomena; con-
d as particulars which may be c v by induction are

sidered as gene : ¢ obtained by colliga-

ne of Sir G
f AT
After excluding
at those who were
¢ or found

in I.'.J\:.L 1 Presses,




and that these presses were rapidly dissolved by the action of the
eyder ; he further found that the eyder contained a very appre-
ciable amount of lead ; having generalised all these various facts
he arrived at one simple ultimate truth, viz. that the Devonshire
was produced by the absorption of lead. Now this te Sir
George Baker was a * fact,” to us it remains a “ theory,” tha®
the abeorption of lead will produce the Devonshire colic.

Such, then, are © facts,” and such is their identity with * theory.”
Any conclusion which falls short of their certainty is merely hy-
pothesis or coincidence ; nevertheless nothing is mere frequent
than to hear both the ome and the other gquoted as esta-
blished and recognised facts. To observe coincidences is most
useful, and to indulge in hypothesis is not less g0, for while the
formier leads to the latter, the latter often supplies the true bond
of connexion between them, and thus truth is induced. They
are not, however, facts; the error of those who so comm Iy
quote them as such, is simply this, that instead of using a pro-
cess of induetion, which is necessary, to originate a fact or a
truth, they resort to a process of deduction which is not applica-
ble thereto, and which involves the axiom that the premises shall
contain the terms of the conelusion, The result i obviously an
absurdity, where this latter is fact, while the premies itself is
only an hypothesiz or a coincidence, and these probably resulting

from erroneous perceptions or ideas.  Errors in theory nd con.

sequently in practice, have largely resulted in the force of this
not having been understood,—such, for example, are many of
the theories connected with fever. One assumes it to be en-
tirely dependent on an atomy of the extreme vessels, a mere
vague conception, but upon this premiss he has induced the na-
ture and treatment of the disease; another haz deduced ils
nature and treatment from assuming that its origin is due to in-
flummation of the membranes of the brain; and a third to an in-
flsmmation of the bowels and stomach, Statements erigin

may be, in many instances, but still not induced or gener,

from a series of well-reasoned facts, Now here the logical de-
ductions may have been most accurate and correct, nevertheless

“the result is worthless, inasmuch as the premiss, instead of being
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sufficient, has solely enunciated the occurrence of certain phe-
nomena. These truly, if sufficiently numerous, might have per-
mitted an induction, and even perhaps, through this medium,
have authorized the assumption of a * fact;" for induction first
fairly developes and lays down the premiss, then logic deduces
the conclusion. Were the truth of this position seriously borne
in mind, how many of the mists that surround us would be: dis-
pelled; how seldom should we hear quoted as fact the crudest
hypothesis, and as truth the most naked * non sequitur,”

Wae will briefly illustrate these observations. It is often stated
that a given disease is cured by the administration of a parti-
cular medieine. Hero four facts are implied ; 1st, the fact of a
disease; 2ndly, the administration of a particular medi
3rdly, the cure of the disease; and 4thly, upon these three f;
ara colligated another, viz., that the third is dependent on the
secomd,  For the sake of argument, we will allow the three first
positions, and then we may examine as to the fourth, and we ghall
perchance find, that this so freqnent fact is resolvable into mere
coincidence or hypothesis ;}—for example, when it has simply oc-
curred that there was a discase, a medicine was given, and then
a cure of the disease; now here the third is at ence seen to be
merely & coneurrent term, anid may be entirely independent of
the second, therefore from such data it may be erroneous that
the cure was dependent on the administration of the medic
Hence it is not a fact, but merely a coincidence. Again; the
medicine has been given in many cases of disease, and in all re-
covery ensued, but inmsmuch as it is not shown that in other
cases in which the medicine was not given, recovery did not en-
sle, it cannot be stated, as a fact, that the medicine cured the
dizease. It certainly amounts, however, to more than a coinei-
dence, it is an hypothesis, Again; cure ensued in all the
eages of digease in which the medicine was given, and in no case
in which it was not givem. Here there is so conclusive a chain
of circumstantial evidenco, that it passes beyond hypothesis, and
if worked out by induction assumes the position of a fact.

Further to illustrate the position in medicine of Theory and
¢
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Faet, we may suppose the disease to be fever, and dependent on
peceant matters in the alimentary canal, and that it is necessary
to the cure of the fever to get rid of these, and that this can only
be done by a given medicine—an aperient. Supposing all this
effected, it may then be assumed as a fact, that the fever was cured
by the clearing away from the alimentary canal of injurious
matters, and also, as a faet, that the aperient was the means
whereby the peccant matters were cleared away.

From the above, the art of medicine is at onee seen to be én-
tirely dependent for its facts on a true appreciation of its pheno-
mena. It therefore becomes absolutely necessary that the © facts™
or * truths,” for the terms are synonymous, which are to form
the basis of our art, should be clear, rigorously applied, and of all
things apprepriate ; moreover, they must be referred solely
to conceptions of the intellect, (Whewell, p. 197, vol. i) A
want of attention to these two latter conditions has been from
the earliest to the present times, a froitful source of embarrass-
ment and error.

The mode in which  facts ™ in medicine are established, is
precisely that pursued in the courts of judicature in this country.
In the first place, ideas are colligated into instances; from which
springs an_hypothesis,—in ordinary language, from certain cir-
cumnstances a crime is supposed to have been committed, and an
individual is suspected of being its perpetrator ; on the assertion
of this hypothesis, or erime with which beis charged, issue is joined.
Then great precision in the examination of the instances is
sought for with a most careful exclusion of what is inapplicables
go that by degrees a series of ¢ facts " become established. These,
however complicated they may be, are generalised into the simple
fact or truth which is eounciated by the werdict of the jury, and
which verdict is philosophically, as well as legally, understood to
have all the characteristics of recognised truth and established
fact.

Yet further to pursue the identity in method; after the fact
is thus ascertained, then comes the theory with its practical de-
ductiong,—a crime has been committed, the course to be pur-
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stied must mow be in accordanee with the theory for the reme-
dying er punishing such crime,*

Having now set out the nature and value of ** fact and theory,”
we are in a position to examine if the art of medicine be solely
dependent on experience for its facts,

If we regard experience as one of the agents of philosophy,
we shall find that it simply implies ** previous observation ;" now
no previous obsersation (however it may induce to the be
a general truth) will establish an universal or even a necessary
fact. f

A propaosition may have been found to have been true in any
given number of instances,~—it does not, however, follow that the
next instance which shall oceur may not be an exception to this
rule. Thus five bundred cases of fever may not have died, the
next case may, so that the experience of the five hundred cases
does not show that any subsequent one may not prove fatal.

Mareover, experience must be limited, and can bear ne propor-
tion to the cases in which it has not been made, and, therefore,
bowever similar and cireumstantial it may have been in the in-
stances observed, it cannot affirm its propositions to be neeessary.
For example, we know by experience that ague may be produced
by residing in a marshy country, but we do not thereby know
that it will necessarily be so produced ; hera experience entirely

fails us, and notwithstanding the number of cases of ague that
have been observed, nothing but an hypothesis is eliminated.

We must further learn to discriminate between prapositions
which are necessary, and those extracted solely by experience.
Thus experience teaches us that mereury will salivate, but it
does not teach us that it musé do so; nay, more, it cannot inform
us why it does so. Experience may teach us that apoison is
deadly, but it does not inform us why it enjoys this property.

“ Experience can cbserve and record what has bappened, but

* Tt is not impossible that the pl d of the great Bacon was
somewhat influenced by his profess ¥ L 3 directed to those
great principles which are developed in the
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she cannot find, in any case, or in any accumulation of cases, any
reason for what must happen. She may see objects side by side,
but she cannot see a reason why they must ever be side by side.
She finds certain events to ocour in suceession, but the suceession
supplies, in its occnrrence, no reason for its recurrence. She
contemplates external ohjects, but she cannot detect any internal
bond which indissolubly connects the future with the past, the
possible with the real. To learn a proposition by experience,
and to see it to be necessarily true, are altogether different pro-
cesses of thought”  (Whewell, p. & vol. i)

Inasmuch, then, a8 a proposition founded solely on experience,
or, in other words, on prévious observation, cannot be received as a
trath, and as the art of medicine could not exist asan art without
truth, it follows necessarily that it cannot be eolely dependent on
experience. Sn that thus to state it is proved to be a fallacy.

We must not, however, forget that experience is one of
the most useful handmaids of the art of medicine, and as such,
is not only to be regarded for what she may do, but for what
ghe has done, nor is she to be despised, though some of the
principles which guided her are now known and proved to be in
error. 'Thus, the oheervations made on disease previously to the
great discovery of Harvey, have their value, and it remains for

us properly to appreciate and apply them. A process takes place
gimilar to that which occurs in the individual mind.  Many cir-

cumstances are observed in youth which in after years are colli-
gated into facts, and may be, inferences were then drawn which
subsequent experience may medify or show to be erroncous.

Connected with the two great fallacies that have now been ex.
posed are some practical or lesser errors, to which it may be
worth while to devote a passing notice,

First, of that which affirms success in medicine to be due, not
to any principles of art, but solely to accident. This is essen-
tially a more naked form of the fallacy that medicine is a con-
jectural art, and of which we have already so fully treated. We
ghall, therefore, merely observe that it must be a supposition
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originating in the grossest ignorance, which would infer that an
art, founded on observation and confirmed by reason, eould be
attained without acquiring the truths resulting therefrom. It
would beas absurd as to suppese a man could be an astronomer
who was ignorant of the first principles of mathematics, and had
pever heard of, nor seem, a planet. Truly, medicines may be
given by accident, and by accident rightly given; yet in this
case it is most certain they have, though unknowingly, been
given in accordance with the principles of art.

Allied to the above error is the appreciation of the Art of
medicine at nought. It is obvious that medicines have their
application, and, if ill used, are potent means for injury; there-
fore, they must be, if properly applied, agents for good. This
sneer, for it is nothing more, must be passed on to a misapplica-
tion and not to an application of the art,

Connected with the fallacy that medicine is dependent solely
for it truths om experience, is the error, greatly prevailing in
the present day, which assumes that the * numerical method,” as
it is termed, establishes truths in the art of medicine. With
this impression the most industrious colleeting and arranging of
symptoms has ensied, and doubtless with advantage; but to
wards establishing a * fact” or a * truth,” the numerical method
entirely fails—it can only affirm positively, with regard to the
proportion of instances that which was previously stated gemerafly.
1t is an accurate recorder of experience, but is entirely wanting
in a main element to establish truth in the art of medicine.
The supposed application of the * numerical method * to this end
has originated in the fundamental error of its being inappropriaie,
inasmuch as it applies demonstration, which belongs to the pure
scicnces, to this art, whose truths are solely dependent on indue-
tion.  It, therefore, does not here establish a single fact beyond
itz own numerical statement.

The erroneous application of the *numerical method” has
greatly tended to confirm the previously too exclusive attention to
symptoms, without invest and determining their origin
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or cause, This, with many, bas constituted their sole aim and
process of inquiry. So largely and extensively has this error
prevailed, that in its pursuit much valuable labour has been
uselessly expended in vain repetitions of the same observations.
Hence, while huge treatises have been written on many of the
prevailing and most interesting diseases, nothing beyond the first

cription is really known of them. Within this category
ay be included the Asiatic cholera, the influenza, &e.

: Another error is the extravagant appreciation of the revela-
!uma of morbid anatomy, ‘There are those whe, largely falling
into this error, have recognised in the appearances after death,
the cause not only of the death itself, but of all preceding disorder ;
while, probably, the preceding disorder has been the ecause of the
appearances thus laid bare. The longest established and most
serious illustration of this, is the too familiar one of consump-
tion ; the extreme condition of the lung has absorbed attention

to the exclusion of the constitutional disorder which has pre-
ceded it.

Another, and net infrequent error of pathological observation,
has been to consider as belonging and essential to the bistory of
a disease all the lesions which may have been observed in al!'lhu
various and differin g cages of such disease as may bave occurred ;
thvus, that which is only eoncomitant, is mixed up with, or even
migtaken for, that which is essential, and consequently is as-
gumed to be characteristic while it is only accidental ; thus the
pathologieal condition of a fever has been made to comprise
almost every lesion to which the human frame is liable, instead
of excluding all lesions but such as were universally or generally
observed, B

We have now seen that the art of medicine is beset with
various fallacies and errors, tending to clothe it with an Wneer=
tainty which, as an art, does not belong to it. “This it prin-
ciple may, however, be relied upon, that in the art of medicine

it and a wrong way ; this, o be avoided, as vendering
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it useless, or enduing it with danger, that to be embraced, as
resolving it into a real and certain utility. It must therefore be of
paramount consideration to ascertain what constitutes this “right
way;"” and consequently the principles on which it is to be
gliminated and substantiated should be clearly defined and un-
derstood.  In the first place, it must be determined in what the
art of medicine consiste. It consists, as before shown, in com-
mon with the other arts and sciences, of truths observed and
colligated from ideal conceptions, We must therefore inguire
whenee these are obtained, and by what means they are elimi-
nated and established. In a previous part of this address so
much has been said on these very guestions, that there can be no
need of now enlarging to any extent upon them. We shall,
therefore, only briefly state with regard to the latter, that it con-
sists in what has been termed * Induction,” a mental process
which is usually and justly spoken of as the genuine source of
all our real general kuowledge respecting the external world,
(Whewell, p. 212, vol. ii.) and which comprises too mental ope-
rations, viz, the explication of the conceptions of our own minds,
and the colligation of observed facts, by the aid of such concep-
lions—these are inseparably connected with each other, and
when upited and employed in collecting knowledge from the
phenomena which the world prescnts to us, constitute the pro-
cesa of induetion, With regard to the foriner, that is, the con-
ceptions which form the basis of our ideas, and from which the
facts or truths are ecolligated and induced, they must be derived
essentially from the phenomena of disease itself, inasmuch as
they are limited to those only that are appropriate ; it being an
axiom # that each science has for its basis a different class of
ideas, and the steps which constitute the progress of one science
can never be made by employing the ideas of another kind of
science, (Whewell, p. 164, vol. ii.)

Doubtless, in order to appreciate the phenomena of discase,
and to correct the ideas originated thereby, it is extremely
useful, nay, practically speaking, necessary that the collateral
sciences, such as anatomy, physiology, chemistry, &e., should be
studied and comprehended, yet not one of these sciences could

10
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originate, or, by any poesible means afford, data for ecolligating cne
single fact or truth belonging to the art of medicive. For ex-
amaple, the blood is composed of at least forty elements, and any
considerable deviation from their normal proportion must of
course be so far productive of merbid change. Nevertheless the
mere knowledge of the eomposition of this fluid, without any
knowledge of its abnormal condition, would never lead to a single
conclusion on dizease, or towards the art of medicine.®

It therefore becomes evident that the only true source, whence
the truths which constitute the art of medicine can be derived,
must be from a careful, accurate, and clear conception of the
phenomena derived from the observation of disease itself, and of
its conduct under the circumstances, whether natural or reme-
dial, to which it is subjected; and, secondly, from a colligation
and generalization, by a process of induction, of these phenomenn
into truths,

In thus asserting the use, or rather the necessity of induetion,
in order to establish the truths of the art of medicine, the value
of hypothesis must not be lost sight of,—hypothesia not only

sts truth, but is useful by shortening the intellectual pro-
it is thus a great adjunct in establishing the known from
mknown. Nevertheless its propesitions must not be con-
founded with those of induction, nor can they be allowed with-
out sufficient observations, without these the natural process of
discovery is reversed, and error assumes the place of right,
Had the force of this been fully borne in mind, so many of the
crudest conjectures would not have been stated as hypotheses,
nor s¢ many hypotheses as facts.  We should not have had the
world of medical literature convulsed for centuries with the pro-
fitless disputes of the Galenists and the chemists, nor subse.
quently with those of the iatro-mathematicians—nor would
volumes have been written on the * archeus® of Van Helmont,
or the “anima ™ of Stahl, &e. &e.

Doubtless these various hypotheses mainly originated in a

laudable desire to explain the causes and rationale of the pu-

* Vide Dr. Moore * On the Use of the Body in Relation 1o the Mind,""
p. 10,
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merous phenomena exhibited by disease ; but, being erroneous
g0 far from doing this, it bas been left for subsequent investi.
gators to waste much time in unmasking and clearing away the
difficultios thus caused: whereas a far less extended series of
ohservations colligated into a few truths, would have done more
to establish the art of medicine, than all the lumber thus labo-
riously collected together,

Mot that the prescnt day is deficient in these errors : we have the
puerilities of homeopathy, and the sexual excitementand ev en
blasphemies, of mesmerism, quoted as part of medical art; nor
does chloroform, the utility of which as a panacea for all human
suffering is now so universally talked of and accredited, enjoy as
vot a much higher place in the category of scientific research.
With the exception of the series of experiments, carefully made
and observed by Mr. T. Wakley, and from which he has induced
some fair and highly philosophical generalizations, nothing but
a tiresome repetition of * instances,” similar to those first pro-
mulgated by Dr. Simpson, has izsued from the press, viz. that
on being inhaled by certain individuals, it temporarily robs the
senses of their power, and arrests the bealthy action of per
ceplion,

Doubtless chloroform may have its applications, but locking
at two cases which have come under my own observation, and
which singularly bear out the conclusions of Mr, Wakley, I feel
somewhat assured that, ere long, it will be much limited in its
employment, if not placed in the same category as its predecessor
in the same field. Of sulphurie mther, a few short months
sinee, no less marvellous and indisputable things were said ; and
searcely had the disuse of it been ensured by a series of distress-
ing calamities resulting from its exhibition, ere its successor en-
joys the reputation it had lost.®

* Connected with the administration of chlaroform, I may mention how
iy the pablic and the profession are dealt with generally in respect to

I experience. A short time gince L saw a note addressed to o public
Jjournalist to this effect. | nhalation had proved unsuccessful, the
case would not be reported, but the first succesalul one should be, How

can the art of medicine progress when its sons thus lend themselves to con
fi
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Instead of this loose mode of accumulating unprofitable obser-
vations, or of deducing eonclusions from hasty hypotheses; the
art of medicine should be pursued in accordance with philosophi-
cal principles ; we might then hope ere long to see it on an
equality with those other inductive arts and sciences which have,
by these Baconian means, and only by these means, acquired a
not unworthy place by the side of the pure and demonstrable
sciences,

It would be a profitable task to follow out the history of me-
dicine after the manner in which Professor Whewell has traced
the history of the inductive' sciences; many errors which have
been assumed as truths would then be banished, while
many undoubted truths would become established, and thus se-
parated from further question.

May be some, who now hear me, may think this Utopian;
they may probably deem it next to impossible to apply principles
g0 nceurate to so complieated a series of ideas as are originated
by the various phenomena of disease; that from amidst them it
would be in vain to look for general, much less, for universal,
truths. Has not the same been. thought and said in the infancy
of all seience? How much mysterious ignorance was entertained
before the simple truth that the earth moves round the sun was
aseertained, and now that this iz generally known, how little can
we participate in the difficulties that occurred before it was
proved. Its mow apparent ‘simplicity only creates wonder that
it ever should have been doubted.  But amongst all the diffcul-
ties attendant on the art of medicine, are we without truths?
Most assuredly not, some simple truths have been ascertained,
and they are beautiful amd conelusive examples of the success of
an application of the inductive process of reasoning.

The first example to which I shall allude, originated in the
accurate obgervation and philosophic mind of one of the most
honoured names in our profession, one of whom it may be the
boast of this city that he was born, and practised, within her
walls. Dr. Blackall was the first to point out the erroneousness

of the then existing mode of regarding dropsies as eeparate and
distinet diseases, according as they affected different organs,
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He advanced, however, a much higher step towards clucidating
their origin and nature, when, from a series of ohservations, he
peneralised the fact that there existed distinet dropsies, indicated
by the urine being albuminous or otherwise. The elimination
of this fact in medicine disposed to subsequent inguiry. Dr.
Bright found that when the urine was albuminous, the kidoeys
themselves were diseased, and presenting varieties of a condition
to which he gave the name of * tubercular degeneration,” amd
to which be attributed the condition of the urine in question-
Subsequent observers, (differing somewhat amongst themselves
28 to the exact nature of the morhid changes in the kidney,)
agree that the free circulation of the blood through its texture is
interrupted, and that, without referénce to the cause producing
it, there is a state of congestion in the organ itself. Hence this
truth has been eliminated, that the presence of albumen in the
urine is due to such condition of the kidney as impedes a free
circulation of the blood.

The investigations necessary to establish one truth generally
develop others, so those pursued, while tracing the source of
albuminous urine to its true eanse, have produced some important
truths regarding urea. It was observed, that in advanced stages
of albuminuria there was great tendency to oppression of the
brain, and that, often, death was the result; it was also found,
there was, even at this advanced stage of the disease, a greater or
less deficiency of urea voided by the wrine; it was also found
that in other affections in which the ordinary amount of urea
was mot excreted, the same character of head oppression oe-
curred, Chemistry also detected in these cases that the amount
of urea in the blood was excessive. After colligating these
various facts the truth has been superinduced, “ that the pre-
sence of an undue proportion of urea in the blood acts as a poi-
s0mous agent on the brain, and, as such, is capable of destroying
life.™

To quote still from investigations on the urine ; that singular
and most interesting disease, termed “diabetes mellitug," having
been observed, it was at first comsidered that the large amount
of sugar daily separated from the system was due entirely to




28

some disorder in the kidney. It was subsequently found, how-
over, that in those cases saccharine matter was excreted in other
ways; and experiment showed the blood to be largely impreg-
nated with it, Therefore it was at once rendered evident that

the presence of sugar in the urine was not due to disease in the
Kidney ; and as much of the food taken in consists of starch, and
as the elements of starch are convertible into those of sugar, and
as the resolution and assimilation of starch takes place in the
stomach and intestines ; it follows that the presence of sugar in

the urine iz due to some error in the functions of these assimi
lating organs.

The eauge of geurvy offtrs a peculiarly interesting example,
not enly from the simplicity of the truth eliminated, but from
the value of the results deduced therefrom. Lind, considering
the peculiarities of the eircumstances, situation, and way of life,
of those afflicted by this disease gradually evolved this fact,—
that seurvy was due to a deficieney of certain acid principles in
the food taken in. From this and other observations the theory
became established, that unless the food of man contain some of
these acid juices, his system will perish for the want of them.
A further generalization of facts enables the statement of a yet
more simple and comprehensive truth.  That if the food be de-
ficient in any of the elements necessary to maintain life, however
plentiful the food may be, discase, and eventually death, will
ChRue,

Palsy of the face is not an unfrequent occurrence; it is scen
both connected and uncounected with palsies of other parts of
the body—ifrequently with the former, which ever indicates the
cxistence of disease within the skull, and consequently danger,
while experience has conduced to the hypothesis that when not
aceompanied with other palsies, it is not dangerous in its indica-
tions, This hypothesis becomes a truth, by an induction from
other facts. The muscles of the face are supplied from the fifth pair
of nerves, and by the portio dura of the seventh; the former is
distributed over the temporal, masseter, and some smaller museles,
and 15 a nerve of sensation and motion ; the latter is only a nerve
of motion, and is distributed over the superficial muscles gene-
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rally. Now by a careful attention to the indications rendered by
these fucts, we aro enabled to fix the seat of the disorder as
without the skull, and therefore to affirm it not of dangerous or

The Devonshire colic, as before shown, is due to the ab-
sorption of lead into the system, Lead is knuw:.l to ba
insoluble, and found to be inert, when combined with sul-
phuric acid. The exhibition of this acid, or of such salts,
as would afford it to the lead, was inferred would be a
remedy in the disease, and so experience has proved it. Again,
the colic and obstructed bowels, partly characteristic of the De-
vonshire colie, were found to be due to gpasms of the intestin :'
opium relieves spasm, hence its administration illl this |]|:--;r.rt:
accompanied by that relief from the bowels which plll'j_'il.tll'-d‘rt by
themselves could not promote. Now here we have two simple
practical truths established, and through the aid of the inductive
process of reasoning.

The application of bark and arse in i|11|_--m'| ttent f;-n-r_ hins
become Pr;‘_c]ic—;\_ll'\' established [\}' a long series of observation ;
while by a process of induction the curative powers of these re-
medies, in some other affections, has shown, what was before n_m
suspected, that these latter are modifications of that class of dis-
orders of which the former is the type.

1 shall mot multiply these examples,—they are sufficient to
show that, by a eareful and patient observation, and by c:ntlil,-: t-
ing and generalizing the results of appropriate ideal :.:nnnopt:um-.
simple facts and mmprnhonsin- truths are to be 41rr|_vwi at, and
that from these may be deduced practical conclusions of the
utmost value and importance. To adopt the qu\d.s of Dr.
Barlow, in the very admirable address® delivered by him before
the Hunterian Society, ** I do mot hesitate to express my con-
viction that we are, af this time more especially, in need of some
such simple and incontrovertible maxim, Dok only a8 a rule of
philosophising, but as a principle of action, ; It canmot have
uscalmd the notice of any ohservant member, either of Ul..lr OWn
body or of the community at large, that there is in the minds of

* Vide Medical Gazette, May | 847.
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a portion of the public & want of confidence in the principles
upon which medical practice is based, or rather a doubt, if wot a
disbelief, of its being based upon any fixed principles at all : and
I cannot divest myself of the opinion, that this feeling bas gathered
strength from a suspicion that there lurks in eur own mind some
hardly repressed misgiving as to the stability of the ground upon
which we are standing. Now it is, if I mistake not, to this sus-
picion on the part of the the extra professional public, and to
this want of confidence on our own, that we must aseribe much
of the vigour of the rampant quackeries of the day. Let it,
however, but be seen that we profess as the fundamental prin=
ciple, both of our doctrine and practice, a belief in the uniformity
of the operations of nature, and in our duty to generalise only
upon a patient observation of them ; and then these quackeries
must lose their hold, not only upon every philesophic, but upon
every truthful and humble mind. I do net mean to assert that
they will thus be exierminated, or that new ones will not arise,
I believe that in one form or another they will be continually
springing up, as among the necessary consequences of that moral
evil which exists in the world, and that the contest between
them, and the unprete ise of those powers, avowedly
limited, which we have acquired, and hope to increase by patient
observation of the order of nature, is analogous to the great

struggle between moral good and evil, which iz to goon as long
as the world shall last,—if it be not identical with it.*

I have new brought this address to a close, I fear it may be
thought by many who bave heard me, that I have spoken too
confidently of the advantages and cortainty to be derived to the
art of medicine from a sirict application of the * Inductive Pra.
cess.” [ feel assured, however, that a ealm consideration of the
results derived to science generally, through its means, will in-
duee the conviction that it may prove the most effeetual, if not
the only faithful shield against the illusive charms of false
theories and insufficient hypetheses; that through its aid error
will become apparent, and the vast amount of prejudices we are

3l

constantly imbibing, from the earliest to the closing period of our
professional life, be dispelled before the truths thus developed,—
g0 that the art of medicine, no longer fettered by the spells of
conjecture and unassisted experience, will thus assert her dignity

and true position.
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ourable East Ir lom]
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gion of the strongest expressions of approbation of this
course from Baron Larrey, from Sir James M*Grigor,
and from Sir William Burnett.

In relation to the class of y
James MGrigor thus speaks in his evidence before the
Royal Commis ion for visiting the Universities of Seot-
land. * In so far as the public service s concerned,
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hospital « !
gentleman who has served much in
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of 300 medical officers of the Army were placed on
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of them profited greatly by attendance on this claes
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As the opinions of the heads of the Medical Depart-
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the Committee, I forbear troubling you wi
details, and will only & , that by a recent i
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Department of the Arn ¥ at the Phy [ the
Navy has given to candidates for his Department the
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surgical attendance r o that the
Royal Collere of Surgeons of Edinburgh liad pre-
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i ploma.

Under these circumstances, T would maost humk
submit to the Committee the propriety of i
similar option to all students educating for tl

practice of the profession, and also of
similar courses of instruction in the other great schools
of medicine, by which it appears to me that the pub-
lic may be materially benefited ; in the #

giving to the Army and Navy Surgeons fucilities and

encourngement to Preserve, to record, and to -make
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known the results of that valuable :‘1']191']i!11|‘F! which
in the course of service they necessarily acquire ; and
in the second place, by having al ak cu_um]:uu[ a
body of professional me wh-\-, with .:L ilI;(.‘_|1Il|.1.L': ]LIL:
their qualifications as general [‘r:'l‘l'lillﬂ‘:'ll'.l.‘,] \11}.1\”.:?
more [1.1t'l:'r|l]:'_1']}' instructed in the -:]|L1_||-= doevol : 5
upon medical officers in the public service, and thus
competent to act upon every emery

I have the honour to be,
Sim,
Your most obedient humble servant,
Greo. Barnseare, M.D.
Reging Professor of Mililary Surgery.

University of Edinburgh, 25th February, 1834.
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’l"‘-""* well chosen; 1 am
nd I a s to declare
ptible of improvement

Prevshill B

nER Corraxo

The same Queries 4 5" 54{' geon ta

Hurcuison, Esq. Sur
the Naval Hospital af Deal, a
1

elivered in the U
ek 3 £ o
inburgh, o e
]u'rus.\l. of yo
t pleasure

R 8 SETV ice
T W ho has not
Mere-

ch cannot Iu-
been, for several y

red, ns
, & distinet ela

s the Tt plan for & course of
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tion that can in any way im-
e delivered for so many years with
self and benefit to others.  To offer, there-
3 g i ur course would be as likely
to impair as to improve the present system; for it has been
long and well digested
A. Corrann Huvemmson.

3, Duchess Street, 19¢h Feb. 1854,

ted to AdLex
Agent for S

 enter the public service
- =

are ||I|\-|'l-t'\|
r duties ; thus re
rviee.
urie 5o cxceedingly well arr

the lectures appear to me most

Cocksuny, Surgeon, . N.
34

21
of Lecture
which sold
the effects,

tering rither the Ar
will have the adv i 3
3. I think the plan of the course r
plete. The Lectures convey much val Lo, (espe-
cially to tl ssigned vllic service,) which cannot
Thitai f Leetures delivered in the

Axprew Morisoy, Surgeor, N
3, Crichtos Street, 21at Feb. 183

w MLanexn, Esy.
 and Sollowos:
tended two courses,—one previous to my
wother on my retarn home, o

for the public = Py 85 1 chiends ¥y points
luded in other courses of s . ] ler one
ious duties of X T who, on entering

must find |
otlier-
self.
judicivus, that I cannot y

wve it.

In reply to t 1] =t sure Lo state,
uainted with the 5 of the course
delivered by Sir Georg: ing ins Profes.
Surgery in the Univers ?
led a course of these
flerent times.
0 the Second Query, I am of a
rell enleulated for young
-partments of the pol
v, or of the H
wetions that are
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of preserving the health of troops, in the various sitations in
which they may be placed,—in camp, and in quarters,—the
site and construction of hospitals and barracks ; together with
their internal r ents, amd disciphne, I eon-
sider to be j ly vy llmhlc- md essential to those on
whom such important responsibilities may devolve.

I esteem the res in guestion, theref
rlant as the the attention of 5
¢ and navy to such subjects as_are moro
nches of the public

L and 1 do recol-
nlg-'ll.z-ln subyject whatever. My
Second Query I .
‘I. I'l I' et

the course pecu-
d I.Illb preparing for the army

¢ Darrvy,
and form erly
at Bombay,

T'he some Queerdes submitted to Darrn Boyp, g Sir
£eon i the H s Fast India Con my's Service, and
answered as fof

L I attended a complete course of the
Lectures an Military Surgery in the I2di

t every young sentlesman
pany’s Ser-

13
l‘tl'll\l.‘\t.\l as e mode of condy the duties of

: EVEry t--|m of pu. eal w
depare public s
visits made duri 2 course by the Prof

with the manner jn

in the t
eT «

SUrZery in my
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k, however, with much diffidence on this poing, and
due deference to the opinion npetent juckres than
I can pretend to be, having for some time past been i a very
precarious state of health, ual to much ex

! Medical Officers of the I
frmy relal v the Leetures on

We, the undersigned Medical Officers of the Honourable
t India Company’s Service, d villingly express our
"th i of eturcs on Mi
1 the University of
ith a vie

source of instru

cated ; and others of us,

have o m 3 Dir.
t of

5 MDD, Beu
v, 1827,

 Upon duty in cither service, the practice of
the department in which the 3
called upon to exercise his profes
t entirely so.
to these medical duties the more

Ing sur

indeed, from the
London or Edin

and hazardous ope
& scorching sun, @
ies and d
¢ men afterwards over bad r
- ® .

[ .

tlemen as are intende
the highest o 1
per to establ

in the University ¢

g, that they ought

r in the king's

servie jec ‘h never before formed
part of a course of surgery in this country. !

& The historical notice he hus given of the rise 1 pro-
gress of military surge i : nor are we aware that
the same kind of i found elsewhere ; nei-
ther ought the author’s judicious rem: rks on the site of camps
and hospitals, and on the msport of the sick and wounded,
to he |.;,;,;,;|;(l unnoticed. "—Londest Medical Gazelfe, volo vi
p. 950.

« We congratulage the army on the publication of these
Lectures, which contain an outline of the measures w ich ought
o be :|clrl:1u! with the view of promoti

ney of an army. A complete code of instruct
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ed at for the present, more in de-
y that he fills the only
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medieal, but

TY SUrgerys
i the best cox
r, that they ne
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:tical acquaintance with this subject respeetir
veniture to give an opinion.
. ® " .
“ The Doctor &
with the suhjects d
the best authors who have writter
i soldiers. Our 1
rks upon this valy
re conclude by obse

Extracis from Reviews of
of M

“ The idea of a school of Mili
oceurred with great fore

and desire for
autamn of 1797
treatment of the
down, Itisp

as well as ne
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tion of the persons
The general n
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lof o
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of military sur,
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with |.'|1|. 1% |.u] propor
rghter, without any

practitioner.
limited qualifications then pres
re'.||||n-c|, the s
\.t ul'r:h

.

ion nf Dr. Thomson, in the year 1822,

¢ was conferred on the

author o , who fort} eided, in the

winter of TH2 liver 8 ¢ [ lec . Bal
lingall had at first to nd wit ies, in o

sequence of a v y i 1, that lectures on mil-

itary surgery T if mot useless; that the

NECesSATY ated by the teachers of

surgery gencrally at, even if instructions of this
i imec of war, the existe -
ont lit

stions contributed to keep the chair long

vher of less perseverance and

isurmountable. impediments.

ing apnual courses of lee-

CILy collecti ng,

digestin I lishing, whatever informi |.t|:n: Wis pertinent

to the duty of the medical officer,—and, above all, by maki

the eourse one not of military surge but military medicine

.unl-u'r-,:r'r\ in the most u:m:aﬂ]ll nsive sense of the term,
< Ballingall has sacceeded in obtaining for his de-

partment of profi ssional s study a degree of consideration which
it probably never would have .m,:un'tl by any other mode.

a favourable change of public opinion was evineed

al College of Surg of F.tllnhurr-l:, who had

already prese : of surgery, allowing students-to

attend lectures on military surgery in place of one of these;

and last scason, the heads of the medical de partments of the

et stand fo

seribed to can

sions of the public
* In this m

sive

ilitary and naval dutic
Journal, No. 117.

cen greatly iy proved within
of the medic
both thes

a5 medi i
¢ them to be.

ble of perfor,

nd their

surgeons of
i3 |1I|‘||\ L I| s of their res
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exsays contributed by Sir James MGrigor, Sir Willinm Bur-
nett, D, Veteh, Sic Andrew Halliday, My Bacot, Mr. Mar.
Mr. Lindsay and many others,

ted a fund of the most useful infor-

mation, a great part of which was new, as it never had been
in the best standard works on surgery. Cooper's

tionary, Hennen's Military Surgery, Guthrie on

= aval Surgery deserved-

as works of authority and reference.  In the produc-

e us, the auth £ d the labours of his pre-

—he has laid all under contribution. He has col-
leeted and arranged the whole of the established facts,—he has
added the results of his own experience, and executed a system
of military and nav; wery of inestimable value to those

d in the practice of that branch of the healing art.

L L - L L] ]

.
yme persons assert, that there is no difference between

Civil and Military Su and this must be granted so far
rhed ; but there is o vast deal of im-

portant information contained in the latter which is not in the
former. In the works on surgery there is no allusion to the
tion of recraits, the diet; clothing, and exercise of

their accommeodation in camp, barracks and billets,

ses in canps, garrisons, and hospitals, transportation of

the sick and wounded, diseases of troops on foreign stations,
punishments, feigned and fictitions discases, medicine chests,
al instruments, &e. &e.  The medical directors of the

y aud navy boards have therefore very properly recomnised
one course of Military Surgery as a part of the course of edu-
n of surgens for the services over which they preside.

e fact, that there iz no Professor ul',\liln;:r:,-

Medical and Swrgical Journal for Oclober 1883,
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SPEECH
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MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND,
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BY
RICHARD CARMICHAEL, ESQ.

PREESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION

LB g 3T AT

1 feel mnst happy 1o moet vou a
ieal Hoform, in wh poply ;|-»rl-|ar ik
ciddy are so still more. Al inwhich we nre 2 werestad,
is the promotion of the respectability b of lat
yoars, notwitletanding its increased utility, has retrograded in ne
slight disgree i - Bt the community at larpe are
much more deeply concerned than we ave, in the bt of e
exertions (hear, hear.) We lowk o the prescrvation of
ragter, aml our vapk in sosiety, | th have o look fe b
preservation not only of health bat of life. Wedo not new moet
na last year, to o Ly ¥ of Reforme—that necossity is now
upiversally admitted,  Ohar elject, thorefore, in nssembling, is ;n SgTE
upan the priscipbes apon which Refors
siler the bost mwans of afie
s of fifky
ma of cur hre I, boen pres
el great mosses of
ther the bogislaure nor fho
of such men must ho henri and

forward
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they will be awaken

s of the advantage of having that the peo nat judges

of the qualification of a modical man—thersfora the necesity that o
patornal Gove which watehes aver the

alth of the peopls,
should take s

by
— (i the three plans of
re to b i ¥ o Mislical Refors No. of the Pix
the necessity of i firat plan, | mparably the best.
the united empire, em- LR

Instead of competisg bt thres

By ol
et to the |

posseiser of itLo pi

v part of ol mpire. I lar

firsik e the reat to rest
3 of tha g art.

induced to swerve ual may be ealled up

to the level of

result mnst be, w
bodies thus contend, as in a Duteh auetion, to sell their

allso be permitted to
perform. duti I

loweit bididers in point qual

the erowded and wretched stato of the m the pur-

isitoto avery branch

e (hea
of medici
on the Vth of Jume,

bring in & Bill for M
Ireland, and  then
rred to & Se

-
andlenmment of i all their hanoors

ibera L ! it of e
allow the pre
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o
will be sabmi
o vendé medicine,
leted Mram preseribing it, with the exception of thoss who
r Hicor al practitioners in villsges or re-
raral districts {hoy
vented, for abviows reasons, from sapplying the
by ploase; bt they should
being cne of the
o separate
dumental pri
tboe, or o in

canint be pre-
it with mediclnes,

vistod rights,
practitioners (hes
stated, was agreed upon nt Liverpool, {
1 m h wore Delogaties fram
o ol the T fon, which mioets in Lon.
iboms, bt has hranches throughout g . Tho
mittee of el e o b ono, repres
probably tlie sertiments of at least six thousand Madical Practi
af the United b co that perisd, the Noeth of T
Awsociation, whi
intions of Bo
bled, and fre 4 arg every day «

¢ of the causo of rol

votten amd Kollow af the core, which
i, Tike rats, conmuliing their s
holds ns s50n ak they foel the insccurity of thele position (applawse.)
was romarked by one of the dele g member of
our profession, that the cominittes in which we s, though composed
of enly eight persons, way probobly the most imperlent mestior af the
rofeesion that ever vevurred, or it exér Tikely again to vecur, in the Hri.
diek dominions that, répresenting so large a body, wo had agresd
inciples of reform, which were alike honourable 1o
o wore b i blic: and which minst,
soener or Inter, be adopted, and bind the profoss
will b r t for aged to eome (applanse.)
fmy learned colloague,
farm, I nm roj 1 to perecive, mn
1 think bodes wall for s Rl c
sary to allwde to the vast advantages that m
n reform such as this. By it the Gevernment of the co

aeomstituted body, from whese sng

ML, CABMICHA AL,

dberive the most important infermation on all maite
thi publie health, so that—

Ist.: The causes of pesti | diseazes way be prevented o romoved
before their ban nfluence desolates the land ; and this reminds e
to abserve, how much and how shamefully this important and philoso-

sent of the medieal profession has been hitherto neglesteld

The grocer and

F lorleniag

i at presont vestid with powers lo peevent o

div ot gxercipe them in the protiction of thoir own body ex.

body at larg
powens for the protoctd
. Vhey prefer ex
Il safa A enidkeime, for U ullerior purposeof
in g on the . But 1o rotarn o or sal

apothecary, thus protected in his just rights an i

prevented, under
af ths prasti
of some Inrom
in such plices o
n the number of licensing b
m, and that the gualificatic

npdor & ne
ingr a moile of besti
ficasion of 3
industricus person, bechnically walled & Grisde has Jong been iy
p almaat with the
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ns, such
enable the
botter

lust by
diferent 1
1

od of that exporienee amd
o the privileged arbiter of

ibly be objected

there will
g will furnish pra
all those who seek for 1 ( 3 Tt is not to by
o of five ¥ g will expect to peceive the same
ion as one of ten Years, or one of (en vears as
Y Bat lotith
res
mereinl language,
I ufivetired
materials ; and 1w
gt far better goo
r have bee

to any cther human concer b ty i the

[ first coms I nn of i dy gnina

ground. I the pati aces hiimaelf, i fi L n the hands

of an ignorant person, and that he hecomes worse, another muast soon

b consulied, and the choice is usually left to the fi ‘heo will take cape-
clal care, by destorons favonr of oneand againse anet

to seloct that p tioner who ismest likely to protecthisreputati

serve b 5 It follows, as & matter of course, that the consilien

gratitude, not only by assuring the patient that every.

g had been done that human skifl could effoce, but in other ways

v, et which 1am ot ambitious to expose (hear,

no one be offended by this detail—it s human nature ;

and always will prodocs the sami

peping o take up o volume of

ME. CARMICHAEL'S ADDREES, i

Swifl's Corvespondence, I chanced upon a letter of o Miss Kelly to the
Dian, dated Bris 1733, wpwards of a century sge. The passage
which mse runs thus ;—" §shall go henes ins week 3 for Lane
L anly pours dow icines for the sake of the apotheca
Az reaps the bes

wha
lotgers b e v i elligence—
uld have arrivid
But
anly

r lntter

5, but the

o practices

e practice of medic
onesty will

o the apoth

%, (the apothe

wel with that of sus

erquired m;
ng than
d worn down by th

y swallowed, soon begin to revive when maters is al

e afte to dict, nir, and

v pay the strictest aftention §

ch they give, it may be apily compared to 4

grain of corrosive sublimate, dissolved i the lake of Killarnoy, of

preseribed & tablespoon full at regular interval
Bat if Hahoemann did mot threw oue his tub to ghe
il have Bo followers. Henee,
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be certain of nequiring both fame and foriune in these eountries, as
Jong as medicine is
o precisoly the same reasons that bommopathists are so
sucorssful, a celebrated ¥ n a eelebrated wateriug place
in England, may boast of his 3 i general, go to Tim,
irly run -iuu| i the quantity of medicine they have takon ; he pres
areiios ing—an early dinner on ono plain meat—pxerciso pro-
portioned to th rs of the i ich, with the hilaricy and
frendom from care altendant upon watering pluses, are soon followsd
by resulis the most favoursk The toatiributes his vecovery
to the medicioe he has taken, and o acquires groat renows,
amd sonscthing bestdes, mure substantial, for his vory judicious uAnagpe-
Hmént.

There is no thinkieg or candid man in the eirole of our profission,
that dods not admit the absoluto i " Medical Heform,

It priblic aro tot lestitiste of any pretoction age
s of interested or ignornat pretenders to medical s
the health, but the life, and, a3 1 shall shaw you, i
uvery individual in society is at the moecy of the man whe chonsos to
sub himself Doctor (heae)  “The tostimeny of sch prl'tl'lull'rt i takin
day in eourts of justice, o crimi i i I|||| Iife of the
acoused, without any proof that the w

asylum,

Ara not these con sns alone sufici e e ¥ of some
rofoem, by which the interests of society may bo better prﬂlr'rl'n'-i thun
j ore at prosont 7 Sinee, then, roform in the medical profussion is
niver: admitted, let the different plans be Fairly and openly can-
wasied, lcron-' y begislative enactment is made; buf lof not the seeret
and wederhand magancres of inferested indisidunls be permitted to
epjose the wolfare of ihe public,  Luthe great cause of Roform, whicl
would confer incaloulable bonefits on soeiety, to bo cushioned by a fow
solfish peactitieners, who drive a laceative trado in combinatbon with a
w leadivg apathocaries 2 It is confidently roported, but T cannot give
10 the statemont, that & clique of the latter, in order to discoun.
tenanes this great national measurs, have combined to keep out of
practice every medical man who advocates this mportant elject, which
they endeavour, of course, to sifest by misstatements and insinzations
against the profesional charscter of veformers. Now, if patients
d ask—Is the gentloman to whom you object opposed o yom on

the subject of medioal reform f—this nuanr.ol question might pos-
sibly put to the blush the unworthy teadeeer.  But 1 do net believe

tlsat such a combinatien, if it exists atall, can be gener

WE. CARMICHAEL'S ADDEESS. a

membars bolonging to this branch of the profession, for whom 1 fuel
the highest respect, and who would spurn at such a despicalibe mode of
oppesing & great publio measure, oven though convineed that it woald
compromise their own interests (hear.) Talent depends upon its
oon powers, and i3 fair and open in 8 conduct: those wha want
it reanrt 1o o 4 i ing—thberefore we nsually find
that stups . L n Bt I smch a combina-

weving fricods, set 1t & the ulmest deflanss.
When ence knewn ani expossd, it i much more likely to injure your

Fou.

Great wxertions, howover, havo been made, not ealy to prevent the
Junior practitioners of the ity from joining, but of seduring thoss away
whe hurve aetually joimed the standacd of reform,  Some imagine that
this opposition to o ure 8o well caloulated to promote the interest
of the rising generation of medical men, was excited by the sebish views
of & few leading practitioners ; who, dreading the consequences of
offending a fow leading apothecaries, united their forces with those of

attor s anil by a secret, well. |_n||0r'r|1-w| anal combined mevement e

e young, raw, and unstosdy conse exeited suwch alarm, that

iy shrnk their colours in dismay ; bue & selicient number of
umnilaunted spirits romalned, not ouly o enable us to hold cur ground,
bt to gain eom: rally wpon that of the e i to advanoe, in mo
shight degroe, the good cause ; and now that [ see before me a power.
fual, fresh, and energetic reinforcement of veterans fram the coustry, 1
predict that wo shall strike terror into the hearts of cur opponents,
without even the assistance. of our friends snd suxiliscies in Eagland
sl Sentbaml, who are also “ up and doing ar and applause.)  But

I enblitary allsbois, may wo uul l.u_ assured that tho

I=:|Ij'<«len'l‘5-—l|lm- it «l'lh:lt \‘vep-wl.ahlu ?-liﬁl't' of pract

their labarious profossional, as well as preliminary edue

every roason to hope and to expect? Do they not sce th

cnpied by a deseription of men who are by oo means qualificd for the
office they so preposteronsly assame . Do they not see these sul
seinlors of I|lx |lw|um~r| whose C"‘UI.'!'F thay have |||4. wenks

it tll|>\-m.—!. heedless alik
e s i inflieted on the members of th i easbuiy, and
wpan society ot large ¥ And, ly, do they not see, tha thiis L=
ful system, arising from the most decidul solfishness, and a total wine
of any esprit e corps, eomtinnes but three pears laeger, the regu-
lasly-oducstod physicion and surgson wll] !lu ually owsted, in this
country at least, from every pagts puf-ln. confidence and
prodi
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n is admitted 1o beund
irgand |
ros on ik ice of surgery, at the S
i will b i ifbed as pourae
agre the most difficult case.  Assumptions like those on the one
hand, and mistaken notions of ecor on the other, will ke
soularly-oducased physician and surgeon out of practi of course &
an of the e r [ at mnedical
vt of faots,
conrse, who
lical professl
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YOurs 4

g
r School of Medi

¢y and the theory

to support his pre.
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i of edu I A i

nd pharmaey.  Inthe stud

these theoe bram fur
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learn anatomy, |

ation of thos it wsly
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st reform the
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thus to
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even 1
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homes and field of practice, To this let

o, we have not a8 yet, however, od & reply.
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REMARKS
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MEDICAL REFORM,

SIR JAMER GRAHAM'S MEDICAL BILL,

LUCIUS,

LATE CENSOR, IN A ROVAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANE,

1 am wot he
little arts of
whose ohject it tl
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PREFACE.

The following pages contain the substance of a serics of letters

published in the Stamdarnd, daring the late Parlinmentary recess, with

such reflections s recent events have suggested.  The subject is one

towhich the writer's attention lias been bong devoted, in active life, under
circumstances, and uations, bath in England and Seotland, peenli-
arly favourable to the formation of n correct judgment. In retirement,
ho has, dispassionately, watched the medieal agitation that has been
going on, during the last ten iths,  Annexed is faithfully re d
the result of his observation, which is respeetfully submitted to the
consideration of those, whose duty, as legislators, it now is, to improve
the very defective luws which regulate medical afaics—a duty fraught
with importance ta Millions of all ages, sexes, and conditions,  The
author has reason to suppose, that a previous editionof this Brochure has
contribnted to correct misapprehers Wl to remove prejudices,
which existed, as to the probable effect that will be produced on the
interests of the public, and of the profes by the operation of
the Medical Bill, and he hns been advised by friends, to attach his
name to the present edition. A sincere desire Lo allow his production
ta be judged, salely, by its intrinsic value induces

fieeogmito.

June




MEDICAL REFORDM.
10N FIRST.

Question p ke arigin and progress

exion in modern Eirope.

THE guestion 1 her or not the bill pre

pared and lately ght i s of Commons, by Sie James
nd Mr. Manuers i

in the United Kingd
which ig, the first pl ¥
ot is neocessary, to 1 the stafe
and in the seco o inguire if the fi
. it woatld
profession, v, will be
s rendered subservient to the
te purposes for which they were ealled into exis
The first es i h medicine was taught, after the
first
unual assists X v sent their

y their barbers, - mee arose the
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harbersurg onersafterwards sufficiently cclebrated.

A useful body of Jewish phy , who possessed high reputal
appeared, at the tod referred to, but
interest with the Court of Home, obtained
t all who committed hems
ment to prove that medicine could wot be snceess-
ted ns & sei or practised as anart, by the pricsthood,
duties to perform, and in whom the medical character
3 entitions and subordinate. Menkish cupidity, however,
| to engross ] practice fora Lo
cdicts issued by Homan pontiffs, for the purpose of
astics to confine their attention to their clerical

hen the French court

Surgery, between the members of which, and

| ns, as well as between the former and the barber

s there were cox 5 gles for ascendancy; with the Intter,

mately, obliged

After the great eve i 16th century, clerical

ivians were no longer known in and, ns a distinet elass,

n of Henry the Eighth, in 1523, ob-

wd the charter by which the London College of Physicians was
incorporated.

The Edinburgh Royal College of Physicians was incorporated in
1681, during the reign of Charles the seeond.

No coll ns was founded in Britain until the roign ol
Gearge 111, th corporations of barber surgeons  previously
existed, posses influence, little conducive, howover, to

or fo the improvement. of scicnee.
Wished in each division of the United
gulite the education of Surgeons, and to supTintend
the peculiar intere: [ & .

s
In 1815, the English Apothecarios’ Act was passed, which regulates

> prafession s of the ral practitioners in England.
There are, in ast 18 bodies in the endowed wiil
the power of creating doctors in medieine, or of granting licenses io

AClise ; s re to say, the Archbishop of Canterbury is possessed

of a right to bestow the S

wotani Honores in Medie

however, rarely exercised—there is nevertheless,

individual in London, at pres

by the venerable

ahle to the Archbishop, s

wis conferred.
Of th
study preseribed

ul af the

the striets

of privilege abtained ; and it

hureh, The o was most eredit-

to the geatleman on whom the hoour

pess of examinnt

have attempted to procure their own partinl ends, and ito

themselve: the expense

a8 tim
It were an i

omission and o

g fav
n

oy o £h

the m al student, and of the public

wred sueh selfish purposes.
ungre

he by

capacities ; but it is impossible, faithfully

have undertak

it adv

erting to a point 5o vi

the right comprehension of the subject.

To begin with the Univers

At Oxfo

ot schools of physie;

iversities, so deservedly disti

 from candid:

the ex

high, and the opporty 4 5t

the practice of plhiy

time, howe

nilzurg
ela

At

v, pullis
ethinks aff:

I

pericnee

1, even now,

1
ey
ped, to

will result fir

wrds T

. or Lis Coll
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your contest for saperiority be crowned
And T wounld in the same spirit,
the professor alluded to, that ito

ki teachers, they are, in a g

itions in o Leadon (ol

the University of Dublin, is said by

r., and Editor of the Lancet, to be in s state of

all Hall,

London,

prefimingry cduca-
1 and Cambridge

: which might
red, elsew

e for the candidates

5 was, &5 is well kuown,

fects have resulted to the
e ohtained at

but the curriculum of the

from being perfeet, and the mode of

y s very objeeti
It is gratify add,

remote Colleges in the Queen of

meritorous £aal L wxbending

rs in medicine,
Aberdeen, are
nian seat of le

Colleges of Physi




much severer tesis, a subjecte] to higher fines. Whenee this
or why the lives of Her Majesty's liege subjects are
1 more precious in the G lon, than throu

the rest of the kingdom, T leave

The Edinburgh Royal Callege of Physicians is one of the fow
dical Institutions, agninst which no charge of delinguen Y, iS &
corparation, ever was, or can be fairly sddoced. It has, most dis-
mtercstedly, rendered much good service to science, and to the

Medical profession.  The Pharmaseope off the Edinburgh College of
Physicians published from time to time, have always kept pace with
the progress of chemical and pharmacentical seience, and thus tended
materially, to improve the practice of Med . The last edition
which issuced from the press, in 1841, is a production of great value,
il bears interanl evidence of having been eomposed under the im-
endenee of the learned and scientific Pre t
, the distinguished professor of Materin Medica in
e Metropolitan  University, author the matchless

work on Poisons, in relation to Medieal Jurisprudence, Plhiysi

anl the pra

Clirist

Physici

cal education ; ady to assist Government with connsel and
. when Medical truth, in eod 1 seienoe, or hun

was the subject of investigs . The sing

5 b

a candidate.  To
¢ professional
b heis entitled by s professional
inments—ai wrong, however, which 5 VETY perpe-
pnl Callege of Ph
nt with the cons i 1y

trated by the Edinl

I am not safficien y
the Dublin College of acians, to enable me to speak, confidently,
ns to the cffects thereof, on medieal ed on, and practice, in
Irelamal. But this I know, that the Dublin College contains men wlo,
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individually, have done hovour to themselves and to their country,
s medical pract s and writers.

The London € ge of Surgeons has, wnguestionably, numbered,
and nnmbers, am t its Fellows, men of the highest attainments,
and of the strictest integrity ; but, as & ocor ation, its proceedings
have been, [ fear, without renson, eensureil. The eurriculum

Fthe London College of Surgeons, eontrast
of i-:d\l]?nllr:_:h 'y Inul_vuhh-lu, to its great ho-
nprove the geners titioners, to elevate the
shabus of that ¢ t the public— medical
poration that ever existed—a bold assertion this, but a literal trath, A
i er (the ordinary physician,
a, and
population,) than that of the R
can scarcely be devised.®

The Dublin College of Surgeons, corporately, is represented by
Mr. Wakley, as in a very unsatisfs

The Apotheearies’ st of 1815, did g tice to the medical
institutions of Scotland and 1 d, and to their gmduates aml
licentintes, by preventing them from settlingin England, as general
practitioners; as will as to many highly edueated nnd excellent
men, who had served in the army and navy during the war, brought
to & suecessful termination, at the moment, almost, when that
unfortunate e at was made, which bas too long regulaied the

al concerns of the general practitioners in England.

], T presume, be admitted that cnough and more than enough,

has been stated, to shew that the kaw, in regard to medical education
and practice is in a very unsatisfactory and discreditable condition—
to make it evident that reformation is imperatively required.




SECTION SE

On the fundamental privciples of Sir Jawmes Graham's Medical

eetions that have been urged againet if,

h and Medieal
itendence over the
Tnited Kin
ard in the metrapolis, of easy

vernmeat, in all questions aff

ure to all guealifed med; ctitioners thre

v of p : provision being s

ants, so far as that can be accompli

Third. A regi fom of all regular practiti
public may easily ascertain who really are qua

A legislative ennctment based on t 4 nnd eapable of
aceomplishing ends 50 impy ill effect almost all that any

reasonable refor

(L
e and hn

The ions which have been urg

be ropre
protects
and that

In a constitational point of view, the formation of a Council of
Health is a matter of national importance ; and if’ constituted of proper
elements, it is highly desirable that it should be & Gorersment board.

One of the real grievances of our profession is, that govern-
ment has hitherto carcd little for its interests, or for the regu-
lation of its concerns, and now for the first time, since the days of
Henry VIIL, when an enlightened Minister of the Crown comes
forward to improve our cond aml to legislate for the good of the

pracles of the Times newsy and
tor of the Laneet, the vituperations of which, Lam a il
ave beon re-echoed by some men of the medical profession.
the efforts of the Times, and the Lanced, their votaries
it the Medical Bill, more shall be sxid aftero
of Health must have often been felt by the
to more than one ocea when the interests
further y the sdvice that
undoubtedly have given to the government.
s of seienes and commerce are also decply involved, and
the o n of Sir
gn beyond all doubt, fraught with
tothe best interests of philanthropy, science and commere
of the question as to the
of Health, it is proper o s to its con-
tion, and that will be best
Bill.  “And be it enacted, th
b aliall be styled

a3 Secretary of
in the 1
Professar of Ph
fessor of Physic in the U
of Clinical Si
Frofessor of Surger
of the said Cou
hat the other Mer
Sennte of the University of Lo

Oue physician and One
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Physicians and Surgeons of England respeetively ; One Physiciamn
and One Surgeon to be chosen by the Col of Physicians and
s of Seotland res| One Physician and One Sorgeon
wosen by the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of I d
al Practitioners to be chosen by the Couneil
of the College of General Practitioncrs in Medicine, Surgery and
v of England ; and Four other persons whom Her Majesty,

with the advice of Her Privy Council, shall deem fit to be Memb

of the zaid Council.”

Onur Universities, those ancient and venerable seats of learning, in
which the light of science first dawned, and now shines with resplen-
ilent lustre, would as a matter of course, be represented by an appro-

il of Health
tormesl Ly

The only question is, ns to the number of Academical representatives
that =hould sit in the Couneil of Health,

ber and deseription, ss fixed by the amended Medical
nk condition of medical affuirs.

ians and Surgeons, Institutions founded by
Royal favour, in order to foster the efforts of scicnce, are sources from
which s department of the Council of Health, and Medisal edueation
is naturally selected. Each Callege in the United Empire, is therefore,
wisely, allowed to send one of its members as a representative, which,
as already stated, with four individuals nominated by the Crown, are

t wstitute the Council of Health and Medical Edueation,

It is impossible to conceive a Bonrd better caleulated by its consti-
tution to answer the purposes for which it is intended.  The power
being deposited in
are represented by depart

her in any sclfish or sinister tend , should such be displayed.

overnment in the Medical profes as contended for by
Reformers, is an impracticable chimera.

t divisions of the empire, and the English Apothecaries com-

pany have, hitherto, besn the sources from whence issued edicts, to
the study and practice of the various departments of the

art, A new order of things is now requisite ; but, both the
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profession and the public would be injurced by the demoeratic form of
medical polity, desired by Hedlieo-pol reformers, who
would fain dictate to the government, to the profession, aud to the

the terms upon which medicine is to be taught, stud ied, and

The power with which it is proposed to invest the Council of Health
is, certainly, inconsistent with the idea of what revolutioni
self-government in the profession ; but that afferds no just grow
calling it & despotic body.

Absolute power must always reside s hiere, to direet the studics,
amil to regulate the privileg nedical practitionérs,  In future, it
will bo vested in one learned body — a national eouncil, consisting of
honourable and independent men, distinguished by their meds
knowledge and seientifie aoyg [ to the important
purposes for which their services are re , ins i bei

ssed by s » eorporations. The Coune

Health, moreover, will be consti as has | ready sduoen,

as to be o depository of p
ingenmnity.

The power of enforei
kingdom, which the (

of qual
2 of study, bei

ble to ac plish, i imp

power of &l

body has been preseribi

its own purpeses, rath

dents, and the professi
There is, says the E
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cations each College shall demand—and making that demand equal
throughout all s us & guarantee that our new men will sustain,
worthily, the scientific character of our profession, and that the sup-
ply of labourers will bear 2 better and more reasonable proportion to
the work that is to be done.  If, as so many tell us, the res angusfa
donri, lie at the bottom of much of the Profe n's diseontent and
uncasiness, this enactment of the Bill, humble and unshowy as it
looks, will do more, practically, for the present generation, than a
dozen grander sehemes of formal revolution. "

Medical licensing bodies have also been under-bidding each other,
to an outrageous extent. I such under-biddi y related to the

ount of fees, as remarked by Sir James Grabam, it might be very
well 3 but the general tendency hag been to reduce the standnrd of
knowledge required of candidates for medical degrees and licenses—to

g of the suspicion entertained, that the examinations have
frequently been of a very superficial deseription.

Az a striking proof of the jostice of the charge, that licensing
bodies have been lowering the standard of medical edaeation, it may
be mentioned, that the University of Glasgow, so recently ns 1837,
required its eandidates for medical degrees fo study eight departme:

of medical seience only, whilst the Seaatus Aeademicus of the U
versity of Edinburgh insisted, imperatively, on fourteen.®

The London College furgrons docs mot require candidates for

its diploma to produce any evidence of prefiminery edueation! nor is
; cal medicine, nor
even clinical surgery | — whilst the English Apotheearies” company
insists on eandidates for its license sor an apprenticeship of five

attendance required on medical jurispridence, elin

years, o an .1|\Mht-rar_\.'.
Amongst the capital errors of those, whose inadvertent legislation,
i 1815, created the company referred to, was the sssumption that

its members were competent, to an extent far beyond their ability,

to instruct the rising generation of general medical practitioners, in

iples of the ical profession ; and that an spothecary

the laborions and harassing dutics of his calling, had

cither time or inclination to teach apprentices, even that which he
(E T

21

The effects of a pernicious system of training, based on the Medical
Legislation of 1815 has been, and is, wofully perceptible in many
towns and villages in England, inthe idle habits, and all the physical
and moral evils resulting therefrom to the vietims of the baneful ap-
prenticeship system, as fixed by the regulal of the English
Apothecaries’ Company — ind even where its effects have been less
deplorable, it has presented, and presents, a barrier, almost impas-
sable to the advancement in life, of many a talonted
4 g ms no part of the eonrse o
the Apothecaries” Compa
land, by the supreme anthority which d
tion, is not required to stody a ¢
necessary to enable him to perform the ordinary duties of a surgean.
It is no answer to this ary defect in the
Eanglish Apothecary’s education, to say that he acquires a knowledge
of surgery, under the ans s of the master to whom he is apprenticed.
That can rarely be the ecase. It is equally unsatisfactory to assert
that surgery must be studied by general practitioners before they
the “Colle v that most of them do el
practice, sinee it is not imperative on the En
a surgical diploma ; and, in fact, men there are who practise without
it—and are legally entitled so to do, as licentiates of the Apothecaries’
Company.

The objection in regard to the control of the Couneil, over the
amount of fees paid for examination and sdmission fnto the several
Colleges, is eaptions. ‘The provision referred to is & very proper one,
and will protect Students from being the victims of the awri sacra fames,
by which corporate bodics are too often influenced.

An sdditional ground of eomplaint agninst the Couneil of Health,
in support of the charge that it will be s despatic body, is that the
eouneil will have an unlimited power of regulating the particulars of
examinations, The words of the proposed enactment for securing

ey o amination are,—* And be it enscted, that the =aid
1l ;n-'u' from time to time require retarns fo be madein sueh form,
ing sach particulars, s they shall think ft, respecting the
nntions to be conducted as aforesaid, and it shall be lawfal for
il, deputed by the conneil for that pur-
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poac, or for any member of the said e I, being in either case a

g to register upon the tes-
of the body so in default, until the same shall be amended
to the satisfaction of the said couneil.”

Suspicion, it is well known, has existed, that there is something rotten
in the mode of examination practised by severnl of the licensing boards,
the propricty of superintendence, therefore, is unquestionable.

If there exist any eximining boand uowilling to stand the test of
such serutiny as that to which, by an improvement of the law, it is
about to be subjected, the sooner such a board ceases o exercise its
funetions, the better it will be be for the interests of seience, and
for the good of the community.

That the P nt of the Council of Health will be enabled to give
the coup de grace, to use the words of the Times, to any coll hat
does not yield implicit obedience to his decrees, is a count in the
indi gainst the Home Secrctary, as the proposer of a “despotic””

In answer to this petulant objection, I have only to remark, that

the bounden duty of the president of the Couneil to give the
coup de grace to any college that does not pay implicit obedience to
his decrees; decrees which, be it remembered, will be the result of the

ctary of State, the repn atives of the

selected for the express purpose o
medical profession and of the public.

The Times perceives an act of despotic power in proposing that it
shall be s for Her Majesty, ¥ time, with the adviee of her
Pravy ( to dismiss any
ex ".M""-‘-’} i rionr or unfitness.  In refotat
=uch j to say, that dismissal is the penalty
which all of her Majesty’s other servants pay, and most properly, for

notorious mishehaviour or unfitness for office.

It has presumptuously been made a grave matter of ace: u, that
nbers of the first Couneil of Health are to be appointed by
th the advice of her Privy ( il |
xments in support of the objection that the «
despotic body, have
and vezations, or wor
question, how far

mers, should form

¥ to take
into deliberate consideration ; at this erisis infinitely more so, in
consequence of the insane clamour which has been raised for profeciion
to the Surgesn-Apothecaries of England.
Here agnin 1 am hagpy to have the support of the Medical Times,
in corroboration of my own views on the subject under consideratic
aalties are bad enough a8 méans, but as an ‘objoct of meds
zislati Heaven forbid that a British Parl ni. should ever
think of them.  We nffirm that protection is the very last of our
wants., Give us e, give us fulr pl and we shall know how to
protect ourselve

““Protection is for the fechle, the helpless ; the str un, i omest,

&

is independent, and if fairly dealt with, knows bow to proteet
1f,
the Times it is written, *Sir James Graham has found out o new

of singular | ; it ismot intention to suppress quackery
cording to him, quackery could not be
s House of Commons,” ndids the

down in that manncr,
. censoriously, *cheered th In doing so, the
eorréct mnderstanding
of the state o » exse, amd o ju k| gislative duty.
The urgus of the Times, how [  the Leweet
are of a different opinion.
The bill is represcted as one, *to make quackery legnl, and to
inflict a heavy blow and a gress discoursgement on 30,000 medical

men, with whose subsistence it will in many instances most materlly

®  Medieal Times, leading ar Kevember 7, 1M4
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interfore, we denounee it as a piece of most mischievous legislation.”
“ Again we say, that we leave the interests of existing practitioners to
themselves, depeniding on their taking sufficient pains to inoculate
such members of parlinment as may fall into their hands, with a
proper sirus” (a very appropriste word) “to preventthe bill ever passing
into Jaw,"
es also gave, much additional bad advice, in referenen to the
* and Mr, Wakley, one of the Parliamentary Representa-
tives of Finsbury, transferred the reprehensible lneubmtions of the
omeles of P Toase Square, entire, to the pages of his Lancef,
as the leading article of an Hebdomadal number [—the first that
appeared after Sir James Graham introdaced his Medical Bill into
the House of Commons, on the Tth of August, 1844,
In animadverting on the precious effusions of the Timer, quoted
above, its Medical namesake has graphically remarked,—*We have &

fapcy that the thing which vulgar people ( Heaven forgive them!) eall
3 AT peoy

“q lie,” and which hardly ceases to be disresputable when politely

named ** a misapprehension,” is, under ordinary treatment, the least
romantic an st clevated of tervestial entitics.  In the hands, how-
ever, of our gignntic temporary, the ** Times,™ who is never at
his case execpt when talking to his civie readers in the style of a
cataract, or moving their heavy sensibilities after the fashion of an
carthquake, the eontemptible * mis-statement " { the humblest use
of language ) undergoes a startling transformation. Like the toad
toached by Lthuricl's spear, its customary, hesitating, sneaking, cow-
ardly charncteristics disappear, as if by enchantment, and we have
the lie bold and bullying, eelestial in altitude as world wide in width,
n,s<,cnr_~r\;\lius itself into a sublimity unknown o Lm:!;' g, with that
high and insolent heedlessuess of truth which, throwing the mind
topsy-turvy, flings even first principles under suspicion. Yes| rare
ns, in our days, is Genius, — it may always be found ina lic of the
Times
(e of its recent—albeit smallest—efforts in this wa
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considered, we question if even our contempaorary, in so short a space,

erer did * the sublime"” after o handsomer manner.*
Che first da irma dedly thrown to us, is, *that
dieal profission mumbers at least thirty thousand
red of whom may possibly, by a sireich of
crality, be allowed to be 5 1 cons,”  OF course,
this frec-nnd-casy rtion has a purpose to serve: the more numer-
ous the medical profession, the less weight will the many lemen
bave, who, much to our contemporary’s surprise, support the Bill:
and the piguancy of our con “fact" is, that a tolerably
Lknown census exists, of no standing, which gives us, of all
grades, less tham twenty-foar thousand medical men for three
. of which it distinetly elassified throe thousand

as phys

#Tyo the other sweeping assurances of our contemporary, that,
with the exception of a portion of six hundred physicians and pure

surgeons, the whole profession is against the Bill, we answer with the

s b been the dally
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ready declaration, that the respectable majority of medical men—and
we might even go farther—give the measure in the words of the more
disinterested Chroniele, a cordial though modified support.  Meetings
have been held in Les Bedford, H igham, Chester, Devonport,
Sheftield, Bradford, Woreester, Gloucester, York, Newenstle, and
d in all these important agricultural or commereinl towns,
50 well elaim to represent the general feeling of the country,

resolutions in modified approval of the bill were passed.”™
tion made by me to the Editor of the
Stmiedard newspa it into the pages of the Morning
Herald, November 2 1844, tends to unmask the Machiavelean

Tarctics of the self Jowrmal."

Sir,—It no bonger s he Times to report progress in regard to
to the | dings of the s which are held in the provin
from time to time, to express the opinion entertained by the profession
of Sir James Grah n compliance with the wishes
of the Hon. Bara ive taciturnity of that journal en
the subject is abs y expressive of its chagrin at the aspect of
matters, in regs nedical reform, immediately, and prospectively ;
anil marks its dissatisfuetion with those who have met to consider the

ns of the bill, wl upon all oceasions, when the talented
and respectable part of the profession were convened to consider its
provisions, has, as a whole, been pronounced an excellent bill ; and
itz author has been declared deserving of the best thanks, and the gra-
titude of the profession, and of the count ry. ‘The bill, it is true, is
by many considered deficient in ene point, in not proposing to secure
sufficient “ protection,” s it has been called, to the regular prasc-
titioner—in not, in other words, proposing to put dewn quackery by
act of par t, a performance which, Sir James Graham, with
many other wise men, im od it impas £ secomplish.

The Times, 1 have remarked, has beeome chary of late in reporting
the proee of Meetings held throughout England, to consider
the provisions made by Sir James Graham's bill. It is proper that
the eountry should kuow, ol intervals, through the medium of
the respectable and trustworthy part of the public press, what the

ion are about on & subject which willcontinue to be one of great
portance, until it be definitely settled by the fiat of parlisment.

Tt will, in the meantime, afford me pleasure oceasionally to furn
for insertion in the columns of the Standard o report of the state of
]l'[oﬁ-.cxiu!l.‘\l I'm-lin;, g0 far as I koow it |l|'1:<|:|:l|]I\', or can oollect it
from authentic sources.

“ At a late mecting of the medieal profession at Oxford, J. Symonds,

Esq., in the chair, the following resolutions were passed -

*“That this meeting recognises the necessity of some legislative

£
enactment * for the better regulation of medical practice throughout

the United Kingdom," and is, therciore, thankiul for the opportanity

afforded by r‘.,l'mnl.':: Graham, of examir the details of n bill e
cently sabmitted to parliament, and the pre ion for that parpose.

“That the establishment of & Council of Health and M

witituted ; the general registrat
wers, if compulsary ; the o | examing
by the College of Physicians ; and the uniformity of qualifieations
and fees for testir 5, ‘amc proposi severally led the
approbation and support of the profession.

A g of the Tower Hamlets Medical Associntion was Intely
held in Bishopsgate-strect to opposs Sir James Graham's bill. The
Times devoted an entire colux its paper to a report of the proceed-
i i thiat meeting.

profitable waste of my time, and an
encroachment on yours, to s ad vert p on the *sayings
and doings® of the individoals who met in Bishopsgate-street, fo
prodect the medical prof and to oppose Sie J
But I may be allowed to remark, that the names of nons af these

medieal eham are known to fame,

The intention of this association is obviously

in the words of one of its speakers, ‘o baffle Sir J

The same orator remarked—* 1t hacd been said ¢
conrt ; but they had a friend in the Houss of Ce
the staunch supporter of their privileges and interests, for mar
the advocate of their ;ighls A fical refol of the
of Commons they had the le gan of publie
newspaper ; and why should they despair?’

“Why ! for the three following reas
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" First. Beeause they are leagued with Mr. Wakley and the Times
in attempting to aceomplish an illegitimate objeet.

“ Second,  Because Mr. Wakley's oft-repented opinion and recorded
sentiments, on the subject referred to, render his influence of little
avadl in th nse of Commons or elsewhere,

“Third. Becanse the Tinees newspaper is profoundly ignorant of,
or grossly misrepresents, the real wants and wishes of the medical
profession, and of the public in regard to medical reform. It is a
partisan of a party in the prol ; and, moreover, displays
the of & personal enemy in its opposition to Sir James
Giral s bill.

“ The speakers at the meeting of the Tower Hamlets Associntion,
in the In of the Medical Times, *went at the bill tooth and
nail; the burden of the speeches wns protection! protection! pro-
tection !* ™

s an additional mode of exposing the absurdity of the clamour
for legislative protection to the medical profession, I quote remarks

written 26 rs ngo, by one thoro versant with the su hject

slntion.
Penal and restrictive enastments having at all times been o mueh

v should form any
1 enlanged and enlighte olity : that
they never can have effeet where the general concurrence of the pub-
wanting multiplied e
deep invest

ect, or the fu tal principles by which the infliction of
instance to be jus-

ture provide

d practitioners,

of such apeormmod

X gular practitioners are distinguished shall be strietly
confined to them, and not wsurped by wngualified p ders,  So
far the interference of law is but a protection from imposition, not an
infringement of right.  To attempt to restrain the public from sceking

advice in any squarter, or any individual from giving it when applied
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to, is absurd, and must ever be nugatory ; for the public never will

submit to such dictation. Noone, however, who is not duly quali-
fied should be allowed to assume o depomination caleulated to mislesd

the public into belief of his competency, or to he out to any,
signals or seducements to lure them to his toils, To this extent may
restriction be carried without the slightest trespass on natural rights,
or the least risk of impeding the just scrvices of the public; beyond
it they can neither prove just nor salutary

Sir James Graham's M al Bill, in reference to the point which
forms the subject imm ly er consideration, is precisel
conformity with the enlightened
medical writer whose sentiments I have quoted, and with th
all sound p 2 ormed medieal pract
of d ¢ century.

The question as to patent medicines, being & safe or proper source
of revenue, is & s for the consideration of a paternal
government, ere lomg, reeeive it from the

parlis i i The sensible writer whose
observations on 3 wene quoted, has well said
“If  fortunate ¢ rious discovery of a useful drug or co
pound medicine be alleged, let the claimant, who, not content with
hononrable fame, and the gratifs n of his own benevolent feelings,
seeks the mose substantial meed of pecuniary benefit, boldly prefer
his elsim to the government.—let the merits of his improvement be
serutinised by the medicsl council of the nation, and its value aseer-
tained,—and let b ve a suitable, and not sparing reward from

ality of his co

westor, who can m up the cost of procaring a patent, and
car his conscience nt of sacredly attesting those falsehoods,
by wiiich he unk

tous postroms, have power to extend his decepiions under the sanetion

s efficacy of his inert or nox-

license, or to practice successfully this juggle of the worst

Kind.
The objection, that the general practitioners will be depressed by
the operation of the ]m)]\u.-u'ﬂ pl;m of el reform, is noticed in

the subseq




THIED.

Gegneral remarks on Sir James Grahaw's Medical Bill.

el the Thmer, for suficient reasons, hns ceased to report the
er the proceedings of 5
aham's Medical Bill, its candid scribe who writes the arti-
m continues ta libour in his meritorious ealling.
Of this we have a choice specimen in the Times of Saturday last,—
sulnted to illustrate the Jine Crow principles of that
bed-leading organ of public opinion.
are told, in the precions production referred to, that Sir Ji
8 bill iz “ drawn with a cumn worthy of an Italian politi-
other words, that it is drawn with exquisite skill. And
this, we told by the Times, which was wont to abuse the
contemptible production, and to sneer at its author as a se
““singularly deficient in acquaintance with the condition of the medical
profession in this conntry
8o long as the Times, and its demoeratic coadjutor, in
would suit their sinister purposes to represent Sir Jumes Graham as
deficient in knowledge of the condition of the medical profession, they

Iy declared the bill to be one

andnciously did so, and presumptuons
characterised by imbecility ! The ** leading organ ' having had proof
which galled it to the guick, that it would not do to represent Sir

Jumes Graham as & man ignarant of the state of the medical profession,

uor his bill as a weak one, all at once turns about, *jumps Jim Crow,”

“0h! what 8 tangled wob we weave,

“ When flrst we peactice to develve ! "
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Sir James Graham's task was an arduons one ; his dificalty consis
ted in correeting the aceumulnted evils of 300 years erroneous legs
Iation.  Even the latest English medical ennctments, that of 1815 in
particular, proceeded an narrow prineiples, and their operation instead
of being beneficial, proved hurtful, by inereasing the obstacles to a

hodical reform, in which the paltry, jarring interests of
duals, and corporations of physicians, surgeons aud apotheearies,
should be disregarded, and the only mtional object of a medical insti-
tution—the providing for the wants and security of the poblic—should
be kept steadily in view. That cardinal point Sir James Graham
Aaa kept steadily in view ; and, it will be allowed by all, not wilfully
kil that he has also paid due regnrd to existing interests, so far ns
consistent with his duty te the commy The sains prblica shoald
be the grand chject of legislation.

Bt what still say the perverse opponents of the amended Medical

Bill? that its “scope and tendency are to ruin and degrade the great

b Doctors " The most strenous efforts have perseverd

resule of Sir Jomes Graham's Bill, and to persiade  Me
Parliament to oppose it, on the snme preposter grounds !
With the confidence of one, who, unbisssed by party or |
considerations, has stodied the sub in all its bearit
quarter of a century, T affirm that the reverse will be the dirset result 5
that the reform proposed will seeure to the medical profession, snd to
the public all the benefit which can aceroe from an act of the legisla-
tare, And I, morcover, maintain that it w catly elevate the séefus
of English general [
It woee idle to expose futility of the reasc
can be called, by which the prejudiced opponents o
Medical bill infer, that the profession will b
I would, however, remark, that were a er of D ad by
parliament, to meditate the ruin and degras L mass of
British doctors," he would fail
Position — so inconsistent with
perform.  An ¢
r to the power
rliament, potent although it be—the power of the public o form




iits own apinion, on the merits of medical practitioncrs—a prerogative I

exercised, and, generally, correctly—not, at any rate, control-
i 'I|.’||n|.'||L:'|.'|'_\ ennctments.

ered, and unfeiterable exercise, of that power—=a
irthright—depends the prosperity of “British doctors.” But
it is monstrous t that her Majesty’s acute Home Secretary of
State should err, represented to have erred, by the un-
serupulous. sy [ a bad canse, So far from having » 30, Sir
I confer a b pble value, on the
i feasion, i the camr ¢ of Great Britain and Ire-
land, whieh will im to & conspienous niche in the temple of
fame, as a medical legislator, when the nav [ those who would

detract from his reputation, are bu in ahlivi
of those who affect to foresee evil to

ded Medieal Bill,

15 Let us examine the facts,—three in number, “strong startling,

I have snid, that the rea

medical profession, by the operation of the

and learly before us,” they say—
First, *that i the bill become an ennctment, the present general
g re, will cease to be 8
Secondly, “thnt he will be .lI'Il-vul to fill no publiz situation
without further coll ns and titles.” Thirdly,
stihat the most distingnished o uf '|||l'ir body will, by a neocessary
sction of the bill, be dravn from them to the higher grade of surgeon
ar physician.” It is absurd to suppose that the present respectable
member of the London College rgeons will eease to be o surgeon,
in the ordinary, and trae sense of the word, if Sir James Graham's
bill pass. TEit equally o to @ that he will not in future, &8
heretofore, perform all the ordinary aml extraordinary functions fior
ch he fecls himself competent.  The direct result of the bill, how-
be to render the entire body of English eral prac-
titiomers better qualified for the performance of surgical duties, since
neither an adequate preliminary cducation, nor a knowledge of
ory are, at present, required by the board, ( the Court of Ex
amiiners of th -\.|||;1I||;.‘arirs' Comp I ulates their course
of professional study ! And it is & fact, ** strong tling, and clearly
before ns,”  that many individuals practise in Ei gland, without
being posseased of any other licence. The practitioner who, very lately,

33

g\jnm. himself shocking notoricty, by the extraordinary treatment
of an obstetrical case, at Costessey is one of the number.*

As to the second fact, that the general practitioner will be allowed
to fill no public position of repate, without further collegiate examina-
nation and tithes, the promulgators of snch & fact, misapprehiend or mis-
represent the scope and tendency of Sir James Graham's bill : quali-
fied genernl practitioners will be eligible to many public positions of
repute, to which the great bulk of them at present aspire, or desire to
ocoupy. If the effect of the bill shall be to increase the chance of
preferment, in any way, to the best educated and most talented mem-
bers of the general practitioners, that, surely, were as it ought to be,
and the public will gain by the result,

With regard to the third fact, I have only to observe, that the mea-
sure is a commendable one, and fllustrative of sound legislation, which
encourages honourable e tion amongst the members of the medi-
cal profession—emulation of a kind conducive to their own, and their
country’s welfare,

This publication would be incomplete, without adverting to certain
mectings which were lately convened in the metropolis, and incorreetly,
styled “Medical Proteetion Societies, '* &e., many members of which,
fialishly, seem to entertain the same indefini Hlirn of deriving immexdi-
ate persenal advantage, from medical reform, that political agitators

imagined would result from the Reform Bill, passed—some 14 years

ago. The language and deportment of various individuals who figured
at these mectings have been sadly inconsistent with their lofty preten-
sioms, and ambitions aspir
their proper place i the meds ssion.  These persons are, I

nd '|:|lr1» deplorable ignorance of

trust vainly, attempting, to cceupy a position which would be s
one, both for themselves and for socicty. Their bearing, towards the
Right Honournble framer of the Medical bill, and towards a dis
guished surgeon of more than European reputation, who at pre
occupies the President’s r of the Royal College of Surg
affords painful proof, that t emperament of a portion of
the genernl practi , a8 well as that of writers who
oppose Sir Jumes Graham's Medical bill, requires amendment.

* Medical Timew, Marck 15,
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The viralent opposition which the medical bill has encountered, on
the south side of the Tweed, evidently results from motives uneon-
nected with the merits of the question, or the welfare of the publie.

It may, pertinently, be remarked, that whilst much violent agitation
has taken place in England, the Colleges of Physicians aud Surgeons,
and practitioners of Seotland, and Ireland, and the press, in these

sions of the empire, have acted very differently.  Scotland, confi.
dently relying on the Legislature, in its wisdom, acting pro dowo
publico, has, merely, transmitted petitions respectfully suggesting
such changes, as seemed necessary.  Ireland has performed her part
in a manner, equally meritorious.

As an individual, T have no hesitation in recording my deliberately
formed opinion, that the Medical Bill, now before the House of C
mans, contains conclusive evidence of emansting from a master mind—
that the comprehensive system of medieal polity it propounds is one
founded, for the first time in the history of British medical legisls-
tion, on sound fundamental prin id that it will accomplish

the important ohjeets contemplated.

10N FOURTH.

on the present state of professional fecling coRCerming

the Government Medical il

O the evenis Tues February 23th, Sir James Grabam,
amidst the profound attention of the e, which very fully

wled, introduced the medical bill.

The Honoorable Baronct cluded a lucid specch, as follows :

“1 have endeavoured to meet fairly the objections of the great body
of medieal men w nssed my measare. I do not comvplain
in the least of the rity of eriticism to which it was subjected, 1
was only anxious to avail myself of the knowledge of the subject

] eriticism disclosed. 1 do now commit the bill to the

consideration of the profession and the public. I cer

L & calm and dispussionate view of the w hole 2

only one desire—to promote the interesta of th

the public. The labour I have bestowed on it will not be threwn away,
in the lenst degree, if that object shall be gai and T certainty
commit it to :h;:‘.ml.n consideration of und the country,
in the confident hopt v, that this session will net close,
without some measure rectiving the sanction of parliament, which

al practice throughout the United Kingdk

shall better regulate
On the question being put, perfect unanimity scemed o prevail.
And Mr. Wakley said that he heard the Honourable Baronet with great
satisfaction s he really belioved that the difficultics which beset the
subject would now be ami d finally settled ; andl was 0 galis
fied, that Sir Ja Grahs L poscil,
Wik anxious to ©o iate all part p 1 t he had
. he would not pre 3 BC eadi the bill
ak an early peri
of ita provisions, by the profis
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Sir James Graham agreed to defer the second reading of the bill
until after Easter.

The medical bill was again, pro forma, before the House of
Commons, in March, but no discussion of its merits too k place.

On Weduesday, May 7th. ; Sir James Graham, in moving that the
Physic and Surgery Bill should be committed, distinetly explained
the changes, he propesed to make, in addition to those previously an-
nounced—the most important of which was his acquiescenee in the
wish of a lnrge and respeetable body of general practitioners, to in-
corporate them, as n distinet College ; the Company of Apotheearies
having agreed to surrender all its existing powoers; and in conecloding
a distinet statement of his whole measures, in all their various and
important inge, said, he had bestowed great attention on this

I an on almost any other in the eourse of his life, and
had honestly endeaveured to overcome the extrome diffeulty of the
fll.ll'.ﬂ 100,

Mr. Hawes, the member for Lambeth, who has devoted much time
amd attention to med eeform ; and to whom, next to Sic James
Graham, the country is ind 1 upon that subject, expressed his
approval of the bill, and anticipated its success.

Mr. Warburton made some remarks concerning the mode of exami-
ning cand % for Diegrees, by the medics professars of the University

rgh, which clearly evinced inaccurate knowledge of the
gs of the Medical Faculty of that University.

Mr. Wakley, to the astonishment of the House, after the statements
hie made when the bill was brought in, said, he believed that the altera-

ich the Home Secretary had announced, would be productive of

greatest possible dissafigfaction—n statement 8o inconsistent with

the sentiments he uttered when leave was given to bring in the bill,

oeeasioned marked surprise  Mr, Wakley, moreover, expressed him-

=clf in zuch vituperative terms, as to remderit necessary for him to
npologize to Sir James Grah )

The bill passed through the committee, and was reported to the
s, with some verbal altéerations. [t will be re-committed on

st of my duty, to account for the discrepancy of
ley’s opinion, in February, and in Moy, regarding the

merits of the government medical reform bill. T have declared my
solemn convietion of its sdaptation to the legitimate wants and wishes
of the medical profession, and of the ]m|1|ir_‘— and I rrj(' to add that
my sent s are in aceord with those to whom, in = TS
cormected with medical affairs, we are aceustomed to look with
reapect and deference.  The arch enemics, however, of the measure,
the Timea and the Laneet, true to their original detestation of Sir
James Grabam's bill, clamour for its rejection ; or for it being

until another season !

I do not consider it incumbent on me, to prove Mr. Wakley's in-
competency for the delicate and arduous duty of medical legislati
otherwise than by his own worids and
of 20 years past, professed himself to be s radical medical reformer ;
and has grossly aed, by turng, every medical institution established
by law in the kingdom. The London and Dublin Colleges, amd
the ish Apothecaries’ Company, have been the subj
special vituperation. Mr. Wakley has also vilified, in a m
culated to shock the s of all reasonable men, many of the most
distinguished members of th nstitutions, individunlly. i
n sorry and a sickening task, even to refer to the volumes he has
written on this subject—but; with the view of proving the Finsbury
represcatative an unsafe medieal reformer, I refer to the leading arti-

of his Lancet, May 19th, 1832, which reports the p ings
of an hospital dinner, in these words:—

“One of those farces depominated the annual hospital dinner
wia performed on Saturday w and who, gentle , think

1, was in the chair? Mr. Pennington, the ex-apothecary of Keppel
Street, medical attendant, for wy years to all the rotten-hearted

fes pesident in the north-west distriet of the metropolis.” The
venerahle individual referved to, an Octogonnrian, presided with great
credit to himself, and advantage to his b

| Practit

purpose of negotint with the H cretary, as io incorpornting
the general practitioners of England into n disti College. To
Mr. Pennington's { and these who acted with him ) modernte
counisels, in oppesition to the révolutionary eflorts of wild and im-
practicable reformers, is to be attributed the position now occupied
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by the Associated General Practitionors, of England—and with that,
the prospect of a speedy and satis ndjustmient of the differences
which have so long distracted the profe

But to return to Mr. Wakley's remarks on medical establishmen

“The whole of our medical institutions,” said that rmpant reformer,
“are conducted under Tory forms of government, and mot ome of
them holds out a reward for merit.* The College of Plhysicians
is a Chureh and King Establishment, the Apothecaries is another of
the same stamp, and the College of Surgeons is the worst of the
three,  'We marvel that even Mr. Pennington, Lord Eldon's npothe-
cary, could, in a company of gentlemen consisting principally of
medical stadents, pronounce the words Church and King without &
blush—a toast which we suppose is now seldom heard, except within
the cloisters of Oxford”—all this, and muel moe the same style,
to students ! But it may be said, that thirteen years have elapsed sinee
Mr. Wakley penned the above precions lines; and that, time, and
other causes have cooled the warmth of a fervid temperament.

The following letter, mfcralio, which appeared in the Laneet of

7, 1844, affords proof to the contrary : by whom it was written,

a2 burean conc i, we are not told, but by inserting it in

lis periodical, in support of an object that he has much at heart, Mr.

Wakley id s himself with the principles and nssertions of the

writer. The letter bears evident impress of being the work of one,
whio can only, ironically, be styled “a man of vereity,"”

“THE ILLEGAL PRACTITIONERS IN ENGLAND AND WAL

_ To the Editor of Tur Laxomr.

“ Bim,~You express surprise and astonishment that the bill of Sir
James G m meets with so mach approbation from general practi-
t %.  If yon sualyse the procecdings of many of the great medical
meetings recently held, you will find that the prineipal speakers, in
upholding the principles of the bill, are mere Seotch M.1Vs, without

any qualification at all to practise in England—men who fearlessly
and presumptucusly usurp the place of the general practitioner ; who,
under the style and title of physicians, visit patients for five shilli

who see and prescribe for medical and surgical cases alike ; who act,

in point of law, in England, no better than quacks, and, like quacks,
undersell the general practitioner. The bill proposes to legalize ¢l
practice in this country ; can you wox therefore, at the strennous
efforts they make to have the bill in its present detestable shape 7 It
tends to ke them in the scale of pul opinion, without putting
thesm to the inea ience of obtaining a licence from one or other
of the English bodies. I feel convineed of this, that the §
the English geneml practitioners are strenuously opposed to the bill ;
whilst the half-castes, the semi-Seotch and Irish Medici, seek it for
their own aggrandizement, to better their breed.  You have my best
and sineerest wishes for the ultimate success of your efforts to damn
this bill in embryo, the most unphilosophic and unjust that eould
have been presented to the eyes of an enlightened nation.
I remsin, Sir, yours obediently,
A E T

“Well spoken sdvocats of sin and shame,

*“Known by thy “Mustering———————thy name.”

Were additional evidence required to prove that Mr. Wakley's tem-
perament renders him an unfit leader in such a crisis as the medieal
profession is at present fnvolved, it is furnished in the leading article
of the Lancet of Saturday, May 31, 1845, The man seems inflnenced
by the spirit of desperation ; galled, apparently, by the bitterness ot
disappointed hopes, probably of & most unreasonable descry
Mr. Wakley hos, since the Medical Bill was last before the Hou
been endeavouring, most strenuously, to ereate dissension in the ranks
of the general practitioners, by every means which & distempered
imagination could suggest ; and been urging them fo accomy
object recommended by his reputed correspondent A, I
language which I cannot eondescend to repeat.

T hawe a few words to say coneerning the recent oft-repeated twaddle
of the Times, intended, it appears, as grave adviee to the Follows of
the proposed College of General Prac
they sheuld select: Medical Surgeons is the appellation, which, “me™

riing the name,
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of the Printing-louse Square, in the plenitade of * e ** wisdom, have
fixed on. I nnother place 1 have shewn that the public are not now
misled by a ns in the selection of a medical attendant.  If & man
be properly qualified, and correct in his mornl and profeasional de-
portine it signi little by what appel 1 he is designated,
provided it convey the of sdequate qualification : on this point
I may, s il selff better muthority than “we™ of the
T i 1 a betier name than that of " general practi-
not be deviged ; I have no hesitation
ing that, wit t to assume the title of Doctor, Surgeon,
EEBOE: i me a matter of great indifference by
ed again in the active duties of
ld be to me a subject of serious reflection,

abd prefer the name of general practitioner,

was Sir Astley Cooper 7 or Mr. Abernethy !
or Dir. Thompson? it was in consequence
ving been su that the two latter distinguished men, as
they. sdvanced in life, wers, by eommon consént, justly pronounced
the firsé practi medieal authorities in the Kingdom. It is a
mistake to suppose that a general practitioner must, necessarily,
perform surgieal, obistefrical or pharmsceutical duotics. He ought
undoubtedly, to be conversant with each, and, coteris parifur,
will, be more fit to act as a physician, if he has actually practised
the surgical and obstetrical arts ; bat any member, of the profession,

quulification for a/f being complete § a3 he advances in life

entitled £ follow the bent of his own inelination, as to the deseri
And in reference to the history
will be found that the natural tendeney of
is to glide course referred to,

Now, a parting word to the Times and the Lancef, of ad id geuuz
cife,—mwh nalevolently, cssaying todefest the Government Medical
Bill, the demagogues of these factious publications are only Inbouring
in their vocation, Each presides over a press, to the very existence

which, strife and discord are essential elements. On the minds of

h men, reason is brought to bear in vain.  Sir James Graham will,

e to treat them, and their malignant efforts, w
it.

wha, in wo o following effect,
Oxford and C
el by
scarcely to
landly ric

werd  Instite

s the v
saidl o flo
and where cach 1
1 conceptions, I r of the two old
F i , in ref it al Bill, since,
mosphere of Oxford and Cambridge is, as yet, b tly
| with elements, essential to the healthy professional o
: soms of Baculapiuns.
aents entered into are, VEVET, 1 rs, th
—that in regard to the examination of Candidates for

srovement.

The newspaper press, throughout the Ki pdom, with the exeeption
he Times and the Morning Chron (the latter has generally
aken a mode view of the subject,) has shewn n marvellous relae-

sestio.
tor repeat ¢ indivi to whom in
matiers connex i the study, and practice of medicine, we are
1 to look, with fe deferenee and resp Are Gofs
¢ the Government Med, as an ensctment,will e one,
ucive to the best interests of the publ nd of the profession.
res of Physicians and Surgeons in the different divisions

ples.  The
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Edinhurgh University hns been el i mot
Mr. Quan’s zenl for

irely corrected.  Tn
mprovement, why did he not comy
on of Medical Education at Oxfy

£F

the most dese

maonme ok country's lite

Ex

Fellaws of the Fq icians, and with the

hearty con ssors of the University, T was a
ars since, in anticipation of that
B wons, that will render a
mative, on all Ca ew for Moed,
e University of Edinba
It surely behoved Me. Quars to asce
ying a plece :
hose of the Medi
rward the names of two
ician, now ne ma
nir fame of the first Med
s L am, at the opposite ext the om, I have

knowing the apinions of Drs. Davinson,

ssion, I have only to sy, that it

pressions, conce

ulty

men of whom the Commission con-
admit. But farther, 1 defy any
bers of the Royal Commission, or any
st place in the profession,”
th, were, in
the words of Mr. Warsuntos, “lax” in their cxaminations, or in
those of Mr. Quars, that the Royal Co mmission * pointed out the in-
j cis of Professors testing the fitness of their own Pupils to
Academ : " I have no copy of the Report, within my

reach ; but sccording to my recollee the Commissioners mercly ex-

15

n opinion, to the effeet, that, in their judgzem
best that could be de 1; b

dil not, as might be inferred from Mr, Quais's way of st

use the Professors of dereliction of professional, or rath

‘The fact is, the question is o difiealt one.  The Comm
1 it such, not, acknowl
they were o npelled to leave it, unsettled.

Jastes Guanam's plan of having the Examinat
petent and d
the difficulty. Men decply im-
may be said to the
aally if’ those
of the Medical Fac-
always have been, and from the very nature of
tions always must be. T may, with propriety, quote the names
z¥, Moxno, Geecory, Duxcax, and Becw, amaongst the
arted Physicians and Surgeons ; and those of Avrsox, Cirisrison,
nnd Brursox, smongst the present di
mpose the Body referred to, as incont
ey of my assertion,—men, ex pd all of them, teachers

I practitivners,—whose names are known and respected, wherever
Medicine is practised, or Scienee is cultivated,

The course of Study insisted on by the 1 Mudical Faculty
of the University of Edinburgh is exe

rs paast; and the exami s nre of & very
Professors, therefore, have nothing to lose, mueh to g
the presence of a competent and i al judge of their proceedings,
S RIS,

The followi; Extract from a Memorial that the Patrons of the
University of Edinburgh nddressed to Lorn Jons Russerw, in 1837,
then Secrctary of State for the H artment, substantintes my
averment, in regand to the exeell ts Medical Carrienlum ; whilst
it corroborates the statement zé 20, of this publicatic i
the comparative value of an I 1 Glasgow Medieal Degr
The Curricalum of the London College argeons is also given, that,
by the same test, the value of a 8t. Andrew’s Medical Degree may
b estimated.
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securing this o

try will be di
mending to the young nven whe may be plared under thelr eare, or wha may
apply to them for advice, the study of the Lafin, Greek, French, (.'rmmn_;.|;|
Trallan Longpuages : and of Legie, afics, and Nutural Philosopily @ 55 the
best preparative for entering upen & course of medical and sargical education,

And they woald strengly wrge their own Fellows, ss well as all other prac

tioners, not to take any young man as an apprestics until be shall have gone

threngh such & preliminary conrse.”
COURSE OF STUDY.

L. Preliminary Inrtruetion—Every candidate for the Diploma of the Royal
College must, either previously te or during his me eldacation, bave re-
nction in the Elenents of Mathemoties : d mauat have

ifosaphy of nt east theee months

2. Profesrional Instruefion. = - miust have been engaged In ats
g the following separale and distined courses of lectares during s pariod
of threa Winter Sessioms of six montks daration each st least,

Purstion at leans
Amns s - - +» @ Courses,  Six Months each,
Fractical Anstomy, - Twelve Months,
Chemistry, el . 1 D Six Months.
Fractical Chemistry, a

. o bibe
The sumber of Puplls In each Three Months.
Class belng lim to 33, g

Muteria Medlen and Pharmscy, .. 1D 8lx Months.,
Fractieal Pharmacy,” s = 1 Ditta, Blix Months.
Institations of Medicine or Physlology, 1 Dit Six Menihs,
Fractice of Medicing = o1 Ditto. Six Months.
Clinical Mediclne, L S

E Three Months each;

i tha period is attendance at
the Hospltal where they are delivered,

* Thls bs requized of every Candiste who d

wpace of at besat twe years, tha private. P
Vizg 8 Labaraliny for tho dinpe Tt it b sttender a2 the Laboratory

of & Sergeon or Apothonsry ; or of & Chemlst aal Druggist moos ited by ihe College e apaelat

neary s and the Candidate most produce evidence
o and prsalng Medicines.

cate of having bern, for the

¥ Cimial Molicine apd Cliskea) Swrgery oo wot be ablendod ot the ssme time.

Medical &

The Candidate must also have attended, for twenty-one months,
Publie General Hospital, eontaining at least eighty beds. ¥

Whilst these pages were passing through the press, I have learned
that the Medieal Faculties of the University, and King's College,

don, have, jointly, presented a Petition to the House of Commons,
n reference to the Physic and Surgery Bill, which displays feelin
iburgh, and townrds the Royal Colleges
3 geons of that City, very inconsistent with the
idea I had formed of the liberality of the Professors of these London
eatablishments. No rational, intelligent man can misunderstand the
motives which have prompied the s

It may, according to the Professors
fidently said, that in London, there
twelve such Bodies as the Colleges of Phy
Edinburgh. And in every town of England of the same size, in whi
the population is equal, Colleges might be formed, as well entitled to
public confidence, as those of Edinburgh.

The utter shsurdity, to say the least of it, of such an assertion, it
were & work of supererogation indeed to demonstrate, and I shall only
add, that, estimating the value of Colleges by the services they render
to the community, and to scienee, it may fairly be doubted, if in London
itself, materials exist, or at least if’ they could be amalgamaied, to con-
struct maore than two such Bodies as those in Edinburgh, which the

partmest of e Army o Favy; and
amd wat fewer thag sixty b
of capréssion the Collepe ma
uch Hoapltal abiall mat be lewn than sighty,
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* And the Modiol triver d Kiag's Callege, 2ow, seiborate the olsim |
Lecuma




hospital §

» are aware.  To the purg
L

wards, containing 162
are devode

“But it i not in clinical medi lone that the University of
1 has shown herself foremost, and most anxious to provide
means of instruction.  The med
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At the present time
cises under surgical treatment, from 75 to S0 are selected for the
purposes of clinical instruction,

** Can ny similar example of energy, , and devotion to the
of medical education be adduced, either

n any of the eight hospitals
of Lo

s O in any other hospital in Evrope!  We bel

e ces of most of these hoapitals we are more or less informed ;
mention none which ean in this respect be compared with

the Royal Infirmary Edinburgh,

* We could easily, by giving a similar account of the principal Dis-

cta pqually eonclusive a8 to the ad-
Tnstitu r g pupils
e of their profession. On this, however, our
0ot permit us to enter, nor is it necessary.
“ There is however another way, by which the reader might be shown
qualifications of practitioners sent to England, from the Edinburgh
Medieal S » the eclebrity acquired by such in the sei-
wairld,
“It is well k who studied at Edinburgh,
r the whole world, in every rank
If we look to past times, there never has | a
 in London, but there has been at the same time
i Now that Enillic hns
In pure surgery we are
litan brethren.*  In
ad of them, if we nb-
d, whose edueation
praperly a part . Inall the de-
riments of the public sorviee, the p i 5 als are foremaost

id in renown. '
11, the most dist ish-
ot day, studied at Edinburgh, and, no

knowledge, whi

lodge of these fact
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¥, andl the exirs-seadersical Schoo] at Blinbergh may be sald to be.
L.

The pressare of oceasioned delay in bringing
forward the Medieal Bill, tom , T am enabled to
add a fow remarks on the present sta se, founded on
personal observation made in Londen, on the 9th and 10¢h of June,
It appears to me that some Hon, Members are too much disposed to
be guided by the wishes of their Constituents, in this great national
question. 1 would respectfully remind such S 3, that the merifs of
the gquestion are a better guide than the wistes of Constituents, who

wei

have acted on the advice given by the Times, as to *ino g such
ek s fell in their way with a eirus,’ to prevent Sir James
Gralam's Bill from ever becomi ] “ Salus populi lex ext
supre vs insisted on fully, in the foregoing 2
Mr. Wakley is inning to labour in Ads calling, and is supported
by a party, which, in point of moral and professional influence, is as

dust i , when weighed against those to which it is opposed.

The gr ik of the Associntion of General Practitioners, so far
ontinue 10 act & f linrn ed by prudence
tively alive to the interests
s0, T humbly conceive, in some points,
ers appear, oceasionally, to lose sight of the
gislation, to secure m “ [ocus slandi,” for
Under the ma ¢ the former, the interests
I comeeive, be infinitely
ley, and Kis cligue.
Of the varous ol clauses of Sir Jamos

Graham's Medical Bill, I only deem it nevessary to notice three—
sed “to allow General
« of forty years, and who

all have pr:

fidates for the irs in medicine, without further

that received to qu them as Genersl P

rs. The elanse e o is defended on the
the words of a London Surgesn Apatheeary of high respectabi

L . s are equivalents for the training
to wh i subjected”—ethat, in fact, in

the way referred to, * the Gor wer gives aquid pro gue,
i ather words, that professional ex e and ago are * equivalents”

for scholastic edu
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s of the Bill—that Sir James Graham will *throw up” the
of Medical Reform in disgust.  The Right Honourable Baronet
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oubtless, had too much re b shocked wi
i been compelled to enduare from the selfishness, and narnow-
the medical profession,
n, as a medical reformer,
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members of the profession are fully sensible
I indefatig efforts, o
LI I, that I express their
wre Sir James Graham, to abandon his
Medical Legislator, The public and the
1, most deeply in ks contim to waich
over their comeerns.
serfections of our m polity have been so clearly
it must be made. No one in
existenee is so compotent to achieve that deside as the Stat
man who has devoted much time and att

¥ propriety e
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MEDICAL REFORM.

Omiriis homines, qui sese student prastare eateris animalibus,

a ope nifi decet, ne vitam TIC franseant.

Ix this sentiment the medical reformers seem heartily
to concur.  For amid the vociferation of the present
era, the utmost clamor has been raised by these hy-
ginstic patriots, magnifying their obgenrer grievane

to the annoyance of the Commons' House, o the

detriment of higher interests, to the castigation of

their parlinmentary friends. For if these soberer

senators ventore to resist the pressure from without :
to think for themselves: not backing every wildgoose
proposal, they are forthwith gratefully and courteonsly

'

saluted, as * mere mouthing candidates for prais
“ breakers of pledges”—* dishers up of a lash of pro-
fession and cajoler)

The Jeremiads of the medical malcontents have
been too long believed by silly students and still silljer
adnlts,

The selfish murmur of disappointed practitioners
has been mistaken for the sober denunciation of de-
pressed genios and baffled philanthropy.

The medical herd have lent their patulons ears to
long-tangued orators, who possess no valid pretension
to the character of censors, satirists, instructors, nor

sufferers.




Felicia tempora, gue vos

Maribus opposuere,

I speak of the majority—of noisy reformers. There
are some of a different complexion.  As there never
was a canse, which did not marshall two sides of com-
batant array, although the truth can lie only on one,
so in each division, good, well-intentioned men are
found. Such is human nature.  Whilst I deprecate
subversion and selfishness under the name of medical
reform, I do not depreciate many honest, quiet advo-
cates, who are not without just respect, in the moral
and scientific worlds. 1 uul:\' wish that they had kept
better, wiser commp more worthy their deserved
reputation.

The aim of the medical reformers is E)T[Jrl"‘.'il‘l”}',
“an equality of privilege™—*no favored class”™— " an
open arena for genins, industry, merit.” Buot the
verituble desive, so far as I can judge of motives, not
professed, is assimilated fame, more equal emolument.
Obscurer persons, impatient of their inferiority, will
not readily admit the conviction, that, on the whole,
runk, wealth, and fame are the product of professional
desert.  OF intellect ; of knrnu.']rtigl:; of exertions ;
of all. Sorely the members of a profession, desig-
nated learned, should have learnt better the lessons of
all history, which teaches that inegualify is the inevi-
table destiny of man.

Surely the very students shonld have been the last
to believe that a fluent tongue implies, of necessity, a
steady heart; and that the march of improvement is

measured by the length of a tavern harangue.
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The last to believe that conciones assidus, et datum
jus quogue potentissimum quemgue verandi algue ipsa
inimigitiarum gloria implied an era of Utopian medical
improvement,

For myself, I could never discover that those inn-
frequenting orators owed their popular influence to
superior genius or acquirement.  But they affected a
sympathy with injored innocence. They condoled
with their flattered anditors.

Colligunt discipulos non severitate discipline, nec
ingenii experimento, sed ambitione salutantium, ef ille-
cebris adulationis.

In many places, and especially at the first outery
for medical reform, that sentiment was clearly pre-
dominant, which, in all times, has festered inferior
and baffled competitors—eny.

Around the fiend in hideous order sate
Foul bawling Infamy and bold Debate ;
ff Discontent, through Ignorance misled,
And clamrous Faction at hor Party's head,
Restless Sedition. GaRTH.

The temptation to a movement was strong. Prae-
titioners, unknown to fame or their professional
brethren, emerged from their nel ulosity : and fignred
away, as medical reformers, in the full glare of taber-

nari 5. Is it marvellons, if these insignificant

persons were elated by the drama * that, raised thus
unexpectedly in the s

o v opbodeiny mibeg i meheie luSddurt




The envious fecling in the medical reformers is
founded on ignorance of self; ignorance of logic. If
the great sums annunally pocketed by some magnates
be deemed misproportional to their merit; it does
not follow that more correctly they should enter the
coffers of their opponents.

But why should they foster envy # This free conntry
presents no unjust obstacle to the reward of profes-
sional skill: to the fair chance of :u'quirin:'_{ the few
great prizes—from the physician to the man-midwife.
If the competitors fail, the faolt is their own: or there
15 no faolt at all.

Is the pru’r'. ion overstocked ! The members are
to blame, for having entered it. Let them not carp

at the laws of population !

Again. There are regular ordeals for every stadent,

atever his ultimate division of labor. Can the dis-
satisfied with justice object to any of these?

Is the Diploma for Surgery; the Licence for Phy-
sic 3 for Pharmacy unduly inaccessible

If the London University requires, as has been said,
unattainable perfection, the Reformers ave the last,
who should complain. They have set themselves op
as admirable Chrichtons. Let them not belie their
self-valuation.

‘The recent regulation of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians leaves every English candidate mow without
the least exense for medical sedition.

This ancient corporation has contributed, more than
any other, not merely to the scientific, but the moral

reputation, the honorable dig ity of our art, Never
has any Institution heen assailed so virn as the
Callege of Ph}'sic:iims. Never was there a corpora-
tion, in any country of the _‘_'.|uhc', which has so nig_':-
||:|||3' maintained its own ili,!fﬂi!_\' amd the r1v|'.um1inn
of the hn.;iin:'_r body at I_'lr:__'_v_ H.l}' what we will;
read what we may, of the coll and its contests,
from the days of the accomplished fonnder, to this;
I am bold to affirm that the British faculty owe it a

debt of interminable gratitade. The colle

ceeded, in a wonderful degree, in maintaining the

dignified character of its own members. It has sub-
served, as o model, the profession at large.  We live,
it is troe, in singular times for England; times dis-
tingnished by dniguitatibus verum alque hominwm
ineptiis satis, et plusquam satis.  Buot I am confident
there are still many of our profession, who decply
venerate an institution, which practically has adopted
the motto—éiw dgerséar,  Many, who, loving their
profession, love that coflegivn medicorum, which
has aggrandized, aye, ennobled that profession. Which
has enabled its members to boast that, not @grofaentivm
solium leetis adsiderent, sed ewm oPTIMATIBUS reipub-
licee amicitiarum necessitudinem, vitegque quotidiane
commercium haberent.  There are those, wbo may
not |||:|}' appreciate this sort of benefit.  With such
I desire no communion.

And what has been the secret of this collegiate
inflaence : Not, as its enemies have asserted, a mo-
nopoly of Metropolitan, of Court practice. The canse
of its supereminence has been learning. Atgue hoe,

arbitror, hisce prasevtim temporibus, iterum alque
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aterttm nobis in mentem revocandum esse, quando Ple-
beii Philosophi hane artivm nobiliorum principem a
doctrind severiori segregari posse opinantur.

It is not of the members of this truly English
corporation that its enemies can say that mec doctos
nec eductos liberd, illotis manibus, medicine altaria
tangere ausos esse, ef stupore vulgi factos nobiles,
rapida cursw pervenisse ad ampliludinem.

The l]rlg_':ge‘.ti attempt to abolish the cnltivation of
elassical learning is one of the most formidable signs
of the times. The yielding to this attempt by any
professional body is most suicidal. Nothing can com-
pensate any community for its loss. Nor can I con-
ceive that the nation, which ennobles the npper el 4
by the ancient literature : and steadies the lower and
all ranks by the Bible, will ever drop into a secondary
or subjugate state.  And to the stadents of medicine,
]l:l1'lil'll|:1r|}' l‘nr!ungcrv:l as ﬂn‘y are h_\-‘ modern no-
tions of commercial reform—I address the language
of that elegant scholar, whose sentiments I bave been
fuoting—

Oro vos et obtestor, ut fixwm animo ef quasi insculp-
tum habeatis medicinam beralem undt cum literis
renalam esse, nec nist cum lieris inderifuram.

HaLFoRD,

It has been ungratefully eharged against the College,
that its concessions were not spontaneons ; but ex-
torted by public opinion and the pressure of the times.
OF this there is neither prnnl' nor |J|'¢|mhi1i::,'_ But
the fact is, that the reasons for exclusion have been
much diminished of late years. It is not that this
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noble corporation has pusillanimonsly admitted to its
licence men unfit for the donation. But that men,
adapted to the collegiate licence, have arisen in g r
number and from uncaleulated quarters. It would
indecd be grievous if this great body were to abandon
or lower its scientific, its learned, its moral standard ;
if any man could boast of its patronage, priisguam
quid medicum deceat, quid omni ex parte pulchrum sit
ef noxesTUM, didicerit.

The only interest in medical reform, which the
public or the legislature can feel, is founded on an
adequate supply of fit practitioners. So fi the
department of the Physician is coneerned, it is im-
possible to deny that sow England and Wales are
amply self-provided with education and diplomata.
That if the Legislature must interfere, it should com-
pel every practiser in these regions to be a member of
some English Univ rsity or [.';,]|.;-:J . But why should
it, without more cogent 1Il!¢'¢'!ihi[}', interfere at all?

Least of all should it equalize the privileges of the

Universities of the different countries. Their charae-

teris fleeting. The Edinburgh of ten years henee may
not be the medical school it is to-day. The Dablin of
1900 may be no school at all. The Royal College
of Physicians, I sincerely hope, will never !=|Jull1;1—
neansly, nor by any legal compulsion, be placed on
terms of erchange with any Irish, Scoteh, or l"m-::i_q“

Corporation. The troe lovers of our profession mnst
love its respectability.  Abont this the public care

nothing. Now we have no guarantee of the future
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but the history of the pust. Can the graduates of
Scotland, of whom many are practising as apothecaries:
and even selling drogs in public shops, boast that their
awn elevation, or that of the faculty at large, lias been
their stwdy 2 The future gradus of our corps in Eng-
land seems almost wholly dependent on the Royal
College in London.

But of Surgery. The doors of the Royal College
of Surgcons are open te receive all, for whom the
most quernlons wounld dare to claim admission.
And the catalogue of names in the Council assures
the |1||H||':'1 that the POSSEESOTS of their [lip|m|l:|t;l
must be most useful members of the body social.
Names, which peculiarly adorn this country, as of
practical, manly, heroical chirurgeons. This college
at present bousts a supereminent honor. Iis mem-
bers, its civil members are all volunteers. No law!

No compulsion !

For the apothecary there is legal
necessity. It is left to the honorable, the gentleman-
like feeling to join the Chirnrgic body. After all the
faunlts of our professional mass, how grateful it is to
see 50 large a number of young men annually secaring
the chirurgical diploma, as an elevating distinction :
not a legal licence! But your thoreugh reformer
cannot feel the delicacy of this arrangement!

Then, the apothecaries’ society has been tested now
by the experience of a quarter of a century. It is,
with all its faults, a pational blessing. I know the
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complaint that is nttered against it. 1at it has no#
]ll'-:;1-:'r!L'|| its members. Not extingunished tl e Quoack.
Not bronght the droggist to his bearings. But this
is not the fault of the Society. Rather of the com-
plainants. The society hasdone what it conld. But this
corporation is not a =~|liri1_ It does not FJl'uh‘u ubi-
quity. How should governors in London have cog-
nizance of unreported illegalities, perpetrated in distant
provinces ¢ Or how should they credit vague, nnde-
tailed charges, made I]:\' quernlons, interested persons ?

The Society must have co-operators. It looks to
the manly aid of those persons, who arve perpe-
tually ailing the anthorities; but do nothing them-
selves to render anthority efficient.

Tllt'}' oppose, I|‘||-}' |||'.|ii;:||, 1||c)' -;iljf'y the gt;\'i-l'nin;
body; but give no aid with those exertions, withont
which no body can govern.

They resemble pusillanimous fellows, that call on
asmall body of police to discomfit u mighty moh, and
yet will not act themselves as special constables, nor
“help in the King's name.”

I cannot but believe that the troe grievance of the
Medical Reformer is selfis

irvifamenta malorun.

Lucre, opes are his

For the pure Physicians, as a body ; the pore Sur-
geons murmur not.  The Apothegaries are they, who

bew their lot: or lend themselves 1o mischief-

makers, which ululate in their abosed name, These
deloded gentlemen complain of the droggists; that
they prescribe; that they practise. That they abstract
unfairly the patients of the apotherary.
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But if, of recent years it has affected the
emolument of the medical ]rhslrmzu'{*nn'u:.s, it is mot
that he has encroached, but that they have become

too numerons and too expensive.

Moreover, the apothecary must blame himself, if

the physicians’ prescripta are carried to the pharma-
copolist.

For what has been, often, the fastidious conduct of

the apothecary? He bas rejected the prescription,
declining to dispense, becanse himself had not been
employed in formal consnltation.

The apothecary has assumed a loftier rank : and
pretended an indifference to retail luere: and then,
when the shopkeeper, with doe humility and in simple
commeree, obtains the erumbs, which the other has
whisked from off his aristocratic table, comes the
charge of encroachment and unfair gain.:

That the surgeon-apothecary, ennobled by his
knife ; baptized in blood—shonld defy the anhaemious
department, may be very natural. But if /e declines
the ancient subordination, let him cease to vituperate
the deoggist, who, guiltless of airs, proceeds humbly,
in that station of life, in which it hath pleased God 1o
place him.

Still there is the lInL]l'e-]H.llt'd fact that :i1'|1g:_:i.-ls do
act as medical practitioners; many behind their coun-
ters ; some peripatetically—making their rounds

Then, what should be done? Against the visiting
l|1'tlg:’5;i*t, enforce the law. Drive hack the [[c:'ill:!IL[:IIL
to his connter. But hehind this domestic intrench-

ment, no earthly legislation ean prevent some partial,

innocnous performances in medicine.
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Molly Webber feels a pain in her stomach and
runs to Mr. Goss's shop for peppermint cordial. 'What
shall prevent this tender-hearted man from :J\king
Molly, if her bowels are open? IF not, from pre-
scribing some rhubarb in addition? Mrs. Webler is
relieved, as it were by magic: and narrating her
Lappiness to Betty Petherbridge, her uneighbour,
laboring under similar disquietude, recommends Mr.
Goss to her crony.  She, likewise, experiences instant
comfort.  What, now, shall prevent those worthy,

_'_'.I'illl'ill.ll sonls from laudi g to the skies the anodyne
T

Mr. Goss? “ Did you ever, Molly Webber * No,
I never, Betty Petherbridge

In these [liﬁ[ll][.l!itllln about the droggist: in this
vario rumore custos salutis an mortis exvactor, these
gastrodynic women will assuredly invest him with
the former character.

The open shop is a part of 1':nl__-||'e-i|| institutions,
which cannot be surrendered. Plain men, with slight,
transient ailments, are loath to knock at the repulsive
door of the belackeyed surgeon, when the glazed,
colored, inviting shop of the ehymist may be entered
at the charge-step.

The droggist cannot aveid practising to a certain
extent. He is consulted, without, perhaps, the least
desire for confidence or prescription. He simply
wishes to sell drugs; but what can he do, if he is
asked by an unrich customer for medicine ?

The shopkeeper may refer bim to the neighbouring

n-apothecary ; a grandee, who perchance keeps
The vehicle is then at his door. Coach-
man, footman, armorial bearings. Will John Vin-
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nicombe, the complainant, bashfal as he is, approach
that Podalivian grandeur: The bellyache of John
Vinnicombe, if the chymist refuses aid, must be left
to nature or the empiric. But the druggist will relieve
him. Dont tell me that an honest Englishman is to
be turned out of a shop, with a fit of the colic,
merely beeause the law s he muost be treated by
a licentiate. He cannot afford it. He would have
te pay the surgeon for those gorgeous arms and
equipage.

But, if these uninstrocted druggists are detected
tampering with grave disorders and with life, enforce
the lmw.

The paying publie, jnst above parochial snstenance,
Jjust below the charges of the surgeon-apotheeary,

will, must repair, for ordinary maladies, to the drog-
gist's shop.

Whenever the community feels the serious evil of
partial, druggistic prescription, it will be time for
disinterested statesmen to interfere.

Interim, 1 would recommend our parliamentary
friends, regardless of urgent clamor, to leave my

ters to their course; with monkish philosophy
Sinere res vadere ut vadent,

The last men, who ought to murmur, are those prac-
titioners, who, not possessing a surgical diploma, set
up their brazen plates of SurcEox, as big as if they
were Guthries, Hawkinses or Listons.

¥y these fine fellows onght not to compl
that the pharmacopolist treads on their sensitive heels

when ‘[]IC‘\' are themselves most impertinently aping
1]|:'i|' hetters.

Afier all, acquirement, inr||1hrL'_\'. benevolence would
always secure the apothe a decided preference ;
and if they cannot menopolize every bellyache in the

empire, let them acquiesee with Bueolic resignation—
Non omuia possamus.

A great evil of medical charities is their tendency
to lower an honest, English pride: to dispose to the
tolerance of pauperism and parish relief,
y. To pay
what they ean. They like not the obligation of cha-

Uunrich, but manly persons like to p

rity, private or public. All this, most praiseworthy,
class—still, thank heaven, a nomerons body—will be

robbed of the pleasure and justice of remunerating,

if the sub-medical druggists are extingnished. They

cannot meet the demand of the costly apothecary.
Their hearts die within them al the thought of a
public charity. The feelings of this class are too
interesting to be neglected by a British senator, what-
ever contempt of them ALY he felt ||3' selfsh medical
practitioners.

The adulteration of their articles is cha '_l:rE:| 1rn|_ .
against the dl'llggiats. Then, |'||mi5h them by fair
opposition.  Let the example of some |J1't“'|[|;'i4|,|
towns, Exeter, I,irr-rpntJL be followed. Let apothe-

caries” halls be instituted forthwith'!

ary of the medical men, appointed for the
poor, is another exasperating topic. They complain
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that the Commissioners pay them shamefully, anjustly
law.

Then let them refuse the terms.

If the consequence be the employment of inade
quate persons, this cannot last long. The evil will
redress itself.  The treatment of the profession, by
the Poor Law Commissioners, deserves the reprehen-
sion of all Englishmen. But the remedy must he
sought, not at the hands of these stipendiaries. All
appeal to these rigid officials seems utterly fruitless.
The profession must be true to itselt.  The Cornish

iation has decrecd that ne man shall rejoice in
their fraternity, who is sent down by the Commis-
sioners. Let this example be imitated by all associa-
tions: by individoal practitioners. The p
should reform itself: should disconntenance
irregular fellows. It should reve the ancient
landmarks. Let the physician keep himself to medi-
cine. The surgeon be pure, wherever he can; the
apothecary remember his subordinate relation.

For the heartburnings in our profession con-
siderably, mainly due to the amalgamation of distinct
departments. The surgeon nsing a medical degree ;
aiming at the rank, securing the emolument, occupy-
ing the official places of a physician.

The ancient surgeon acted otherwise; conceding
to the physician, not encroaching—

el Riynr, redagy & fud—
deferring to the learned, recluser student; claiming
for himself the heroism of surgical execntion,

This salutary division hus been extensively invaded
in the army.
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Yet what of superexcellent has the medical degree
for a regimental surgeon ¢ In military surg ahove
all, where the most awful violence and laceration
require exquisite anatomy, daring bandwork, indomi-
table self-econfidence, what mighty utility in pre-ocen-
pant medical seience 2 He, who has toiled for a medical
degree, most probably possesses less of chirurgic power,
than the exclusive, enthusiastic, dare-devil surgeon.

But to this evil I refer with great tenderness, lest
I shonld be deemed disrespectful towards the Divector
General—a chief, whom I honor, in common with all,

who can appreciate great official virtues, long recog

nized by his admiring fellow-soldiers and Lis country

and rewarded by his king.

I refer to it (31I[!‘ becanse it may forernn prl'\'zlh,',
civil mischief.

The system may tend to abolish a proper sense of
divided labor. To excite the ordinary practitioner to
be a Juck-of-all-Trades : aiming with shark-like ra-
pacity at the fees of the physician and the bills of the
surgeon.

It may create an undue aspiration for degrees. It
may indirectly augment those flocks of indigent doe-
tors from the north, who have descended, in some
quarters, to half-crown fees.

The morale of our profession has not been im-
proved by the modern volnminous associations. Local
sovieties may be useful. People are known in their

neighbourhood. But a gathering from remote regions
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¢ include shabby persons, who, in their vicinity,
are shunned.

The profession possesses intrinsic power ; let it exert
this power. All fiddle-faddle about registration and
such tom-fooleries should be abjected in toto.

All palaver about the equnal rights of British Uni-
versities and schools may be heard, when the cha
ters of these institutions are equal. When Dublin
can compete, for general learning, with Oxford: and

iburgh with Cambridge. When the pecanis
condition of the countries is similar. 'Why shoul
Scotch, or foreign physician  march unobstructed
through the British metropolis: and approach the
conch of royalty itself, unless he sabmit his preten-
sions to the London ordeal? The talk about equal
privilege is very absurd. Privilege implies essential
inequality.  The world is filled with varied privileges
and the possessors, all, pay for them in some or other
manner. Why should medical men desire exemption
from an noiversal law?  The demands of the Royal
Callege of Physicians are lofty: not too lofy for the
good of the profession: not too exclusive for a fair
protection of the member

Ounack medicines are a noisance intolerable by sor

srmers.  They think that no | ation, which

':I."-'“I.ili not ﬂIL"\"". LII{'iT ".ill'.' ilII[E :\LLIJl‘liLJﬂ: i'j '|1.'Ii'|'!hl\.' a

thought.
That nothing can affect this extended evil, while
the Imperinl Revenne is partially dependent on their

taxation.

That, if they were driven from every other muni-
ment, the Irregnlars are safe and insolent behind a
m_\;d patent.

But, with what grace, let me inguire, ean the Pro-
fession solicit a denunciation by the legislature, unless
they set an example, within their own territory, of
renouneing the proprietors of secret remedies ¢ Yet
physicians, surgeons, prepare and vend their nostra,

wout reprimand from the bodies, which have fur-
nished their diplomata ; without exclusion from our
maoilern associations.

The elevation of the pl'cﬁlt':isilﬁ'l, al-‘-itll'l‘t“_\'. is lnst
considered in any association, which recognizes fr
ternally the venders of articles, manufactured in seeret:
the proprietors of nostra. Which does not renounce

every such associate, as a man who is not

Satiz firn adberaus prouniam.

Unless :'L-|1r|.-]|\'||gil.'(- discipline be displayed, these

societies will do more harm than good. The science,

they subserve, will be less than the maorale [l:"_\' i
jare.

I think the physical evils of empirical medicines
much over—rated. The clamor against them inter-
ested, The analysis of modern chemistry hias i]ru\'r:l
the innocoous character of most nostra.  The great

wity are purgative: and as this class of drogs is
very needed by the people : and very costly, if pur-
';'||.|I:||'[l from the prescribing apothecary, I can see no
reasom, why the lieges shonld not exonerate their in-
testines, without circuitons and expensive methods.

Then, as to the arions nostra, some allowance
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should be made, at all events by reformers, for Britis|
liberty. Let people go to the

if they snrrender ¢his considerable revenune

To those members of Parliament, who more cs
pecially represent our profession, I would appeal,
that they become somewhat sceptical of their clients.
Those scnators, doubtless, are desirons of performi
their duty. I think that now they may safely leave s
to ourselves. i

All wise |

speak, fistorical. Reference made to habits; to taste

islation should be considered, so to
to national peculiarities. The same code of law
would never suit the airy Gaul; and the heavy-bot-
tomed Dutchman. If a commitiee were p|'v|‘]; ing
constitutions, it should distinguish betwixt Swi[..'-;n\-
land aud Egypt.

But people talk of legislating for the medical body,
as if it were homogeneons. Whilst, on the (-<||||r.-|.r;.'.
in this kingdom, it is formed of every variety. ]1
includes the high-bred gentleman, who has been edu-
cated in our ancient schools of learning ; in the tastes
and habitndes of a fastidions gentry and noblesse—
the plain, homebred person, who was trained to our
profession, as to a trade ; who went direct from the
commercial academy to the apprenticeship—the ple-
beian, once threadbare, who, by processes almost
mendicant, has contrived to obtain a minimom of
education—the pure philosopher, about whom no

|1:g|s|i|t|c\1| is requisite : unworldly, abstract, enthusi-

- their own way.
I suspeet that the government would be simpletons
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astic: whao, like Archimedes, occupied with his soln-
tion, would run throngh the street in halnear nudity 3
or be deaf to the clamor of an assanlted town.

The scheme of * one faculty,” of equal studies, is «
scheme of equal rank and equal pay. This is its real
aim: and it is infantile policy. It affects a maximum
of instruction: it will realize a minimum. It pre-
tends to dictate similar pre vation—diversified, olte-
rior practice.  If it were feasible, it wonld be fatal.

The division of labor is essential to our art. Then,
in preparing for his distinct department of practice,
cach stadent, whatever subjects he may touch incom-
mon, dwells on some with peenliar intensity.

But, if the examinations for a licer
equal and diffuse; that, which otherwise he would
have mastered well, the stadent will now acquire but

ully. He aims to be a Physician, bot he must

y anatomical studies, strict as demanded for the

pure Chirurgeon. He intends pure surgery, but he

must become an adept in chymical phenomen

Hence the scholars, under this precions system,
will be all equally knowing; that is, equally super-
ficial; equally wnfit for their manly, practical career.

I exhort most strenuously all, who love theie pro-
fession, to eschew medical reform, in the present
sense of the word. As a political subject: as to be
clfected 1;3- |.‘ril1'] ment. 1 am sure that members of
either house may find a better subject for the ir patri-
otic energies, than we ovght to farnish. Let them
aim at paullo majora.

For the army, the navy, the poor, who all are im-

periously objects of legislation, medical officers shonld
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be selected, who are licensed by British standard cor-

porations, now subsistent.
Physicians ; of Surgeons ; the Societies of Pharma
the acknowledged Universities.

But let the paying, civil, unofficial lieges select for
their medical advisers, whomsoever it may |
them.

If fellows arise, scorning decornm ; senseless of
academic praise, honors, and s

them to their cerfain emolument.

il

llation, let us les

There are many evils, which legislation cannot
reach ; there are some which it onght not to prose-
cute, which should be left to themselves ; which work
their own core: or, in God's providence, produc

their moral, their punitive resalts.  Sir —— —— con.

sulted Saint John Long; and, through the merey of

heaven, survives. The ill-fated Misses

— unider-
went his inflictions, and perished.

Heaven only
knows, why the ladies were taken and the Baronct
left.

To those reformers, who are topheavy with vanity,

impelled by selfishness, these remarks : all exhort-
ations to quietude will be useless. T'o the well-inten-
tioned, eredulons members of our profession, I wonld
appeal, that they distrust the present clamor ; distrust
themselves: and, before they lend their ears, their
voices, their purse, to rash, pragmatic meddlers,
ask abount all this pother, the sober question— Cui
bono #

The Royal Colleges of

a4

Promiscuons practice, it is said, “must prevail.
Men's minds are preparing for it.  Intellect marches.
We cannot resist the public opinion. The profession
is in 2 transition-state.”

All this nonsense is submissively believed by some :
it is eraftily ineulcated by others. By men, who utter
a propheey. in the hope it will complete itself.

Bt it will tarn ont a false prediction, if the more
respected portion of onr corps confront the innovators.

The division of labor—Physic; Surgery; Phar-
macy: where it can be maintained, is as useful as it
is ancient: as it is honorable. An invasion of this
principle may be made by selfish persons, who sacri-
fice their ésprit du corps and their caste together,
But these will never he numerons in this noble coun-
try. The grasping practiser, who sceks the physician’s
hovorarivin and the surgeon’s charge, may realize
wealth : but he loses his self-complacenc and he

ls that tl
ellow-practitioners,
right-hand of fellowship withheld from himself.

sovereipns, abstracted anfairly from his

re a poor compensation for their

We are told, by the encomiasts of pron
tice, to look to France; to Seotland : to America.

SCUONE prac-
That, ulready, even in England, the surgical operator
has been appointed to the office of physician, in the
Provincial Hospitals.

Then, more imperiously shonld the dignified por-
tion of the Facuolty withdraw from alliance with those
irregunlars,

We are directed to France. 1s it come to this, that
good old England, steady, thoughtful, must take for
an exemplar the varium ef mutabile of the Ganls ?
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To Scotdand,
country, when our general condition issimilans Whe

Let us imitate  that mosé worthy

her soil is more fertile, her population mote wealthy,
her habitndes more costly ; her danghters shod, and
her sons in breeches, it will be time to talk abog
Seotland,

To America.  Let him; who points to us the wes.
He, t

say the least of him; can possess no English Tdiosyn:

ern world, migrate thither without delay.

Crasy.

Pytlia, Coarm, 3
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J OF il
o yield it ?

1o the first two of

Ives with returning o simple

real grievances t

the present &
it up, we shall have to pass in review
: tal criticism, every propo-
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in the Bill, Imlll"‘tm important relation to the medieal professio
all, at th v, take occasion to consider several other analo-
matters of 'm["'llL:A.lI‘ &, which, -:[tlauu&'h 1||:-t nn1|(‘c(|. or but slightly
noticed in the Bill, i i
i o wlrala system of
ation of th
sion, |\'1='|., '|>r-Lp|:||l. 5 gland,
will be seen by the i jects treated -,r-
which we the more wi i here, as the pse thereby
afforded of the w |=||;.||r\' maY, showing belorel hand the bear
of the different parts, facilitate the read appreciation of each, in i
progress of porusal,

I. Education of Medical Practitioners.
1. Examination of Medical Practitioners.
HI. Civil Equality of Medical Practitioners,
IV. Registration and Licensing of Medical Practitioners.
V. Incorporation of the Medical Profession.
VI. Representation of the Medical Profession.
VIL. Government of the Medical Profession.

VIIL Privileges and Protection of the Medical Profession.

Of the Bill in relation to the Edueation of Medical Men.

The essential thing, in regard to the education of medical men, is that
it should be good : that is, that it should be sufficient, first, to
vate and improve the intellect, so as to render it capable of recs
aml profiting by scientific truths ; and, secondly, convey a suili
amount of edical knowledpe to afford a fair warrant that the pos
sessor i qualificd to practice medicine, with probable bonefit,
without ||:_]ur\' to the public. In olh;r words,
didates for medi
ary education; and
¥ y are licensed to praciiss
any departm Now, it must be admitted that Sir
James Gra lFIII l-lﬂn-: prnvulcs for dircetly, or has the means and
[ for both of these essential |’|_r||.||p.||g 5. And it further
provides, |Iu| IIM © tion shall be equally good in every part of the
L|1||;|r .
OF course, in making these statements, it is taken for granted that the
new body insti i
of Health M ion, will be =0 const
i to judge wl the fitting education for
er, and also shall possess the desire to see such am .
carried into effect,  And when we consider that this is ene of the main

wive that its members,
ifications and the dispositi J M T -1 We shall Emn .lr[ﬂ'r-
rds to consider in what pr s manaer this council ought to be formed :
at present assame that it is & body both able and willing to perform
its dutres,
Nor ia this the p quire inte the expediency or a af
establishing, more markedly than before by the Bill, different
grades in the profe Regarding the as established, wa
shall consider education, as lll.'\(l'\.l1|.|'f| by the li1|| n relation to each of
them.
Licentiates af medicine sury y or General Praciiti
g is fixed in the Bill with r period of study, or course
ation for this class ac ers.  (ne very important point,
v good r:i-u‘:uicu 18 dete :m:nul
alition of apprentic I T
apprenticeship interfered, most fatally, with the of
and the system was otherwise m
dent, I.\ fastering tine and
ictice, uLMr et alter-recep
R more & e and I pringiples. A large portion of the
period formerly devoted to the d s of the apprentice
doubtless will be devoted to the acquisition of classi
wledge, and yet ample space will be left for the 1

is a question well \Mrl!htuu ght not be ;1\I-
||\|.| o twenky-Lwo of even Lo twenty-three. It may, in-
smuch as it iz only in .|cr1ll| ]thcl ]

eat major
be more or less subording

re is Do 5||||>.l.m'|m| Fans r the period of prol

» mot satisfactory to us;
1| \.\.|L|. be well weigl £ the reconsid
I'cl'l'_m.\ ing remarks on this

ably indicate tl

i g lify him for becoming a
v e, and




irly Letter,” the reader will find thi 3 of in an admirable

d woner,  We can only find room for one brief extract here, but we

nd, and doubtless estly recommend the perasal of the whole section, as a masterly ex-

ypart for the acquisition of general and position of this all et

s, shall be really so dev Ha i jon i : 0 hetter attended to, the
, by enforcing n and i

ion have been really fol
condly, the Council, ha

il they @ nel unsatis-
shinls he body so
er, the power of
| g

er

] v
. lhawey |‘rI 2 ¢ ..m'-._r_
X BYELEm ol
3 B 1 )

such o project, we o

be defea
| ject ¢

rmed under the ansleepin
¢ will be i i By ing the mini
its imme

tich to th
that,
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cannot overlook the fact, that, as far as the test of gualifcation by ex-
amination goes, the licentiate may alified, in one meost
imporiant department, than the surgeon, viz. in praclical medic
y the enactments of the Bill, the licentiate is required 1o pass exam
tigns in every department of medical prac In Engls !|tf fore
he must be exammned by the Royal [olla ze of P hysicians of E
r Court of Examiners of the '!.pUll arics (,um]a.l
3 Colle na of England,” (§ OF cours
the object of sendi i
to test his knowledge of practical medicine, the practice of which, it
not be stated, con ules by much the greater portion of his profe
duties, The surgeon, hU\n\l‘l. i anly required to be * examined by
c-rIl)L Royal Colleg 3 and, Seotland, or Ireland
t ms far as pr.u.lh al medicing is o o means is sappli
3 Bill for test x knowledge o urgecn. In the new bye-
laws of the College of Su iti uu'l:l provided that the candi-
¢ led the medical practice of a
ul lectures on the theory and prac
on clinical medicine, du ons of six months
gh it may be fairly e umed that the opportan
afferded by & course of study as is proscribed, will, in reality
lead Lo the rement of a suffi slog ecl ak well as
at, considesing that more t
lly medical, no positive pr
the Bill for tes such Lm;ulml-' i

2118
. =i <| in l|'l passage of the Bill thro
Ih\. I!m-s\- The obvious nmendment (on the basis of the present Billy
|1l the surge JII, nE uv:II as the licentiate i1 mined  © by

zan be found with the cur

it is too exten
no one who reads L

£ can i\l\ﬂ.c's ic

y dounlit lll.xt it will be he
a Fellow without being posses
knowledge, or that the F
word.
The provisions of the Bill seem ample for securing a
teducation for the physic single
ception) :l.llnb-'L too ample.  In the frst place, he mosthave obtained his
degree in some Dritish University, at which he has resided and studl i
at least two years (& 20 ;) secondly, he must have @
medical studies during leas e years' before
this degree (4 16
by one of the R
liel nd,” (5 16.)
' Callege, of his being d lified to practise
] astly, |||.‘ must ined his twenty-sixth year before

9

The few deviations from these regulations, enabling general practi-
0NErs Lo graduate after forty years of age, and enabling the graduates
ities to be licensed as physicians, are hy ardly warth men -
¢ rate, they do no ny ate the pro=
<, that, with th plion ilready hinted at, the
re most fully provided for by the Bill. The
non-enforcement of surgical studics and
XA Althowgh an aequaintance
“not so absolutely nv:i:tu,\r\. to the ialn\ AT 28 an ae-
|:|-\'|!||.|=||' is to ihe ick

enl—a general
utial to |.Iu. p..u.ulta:,ﬂ i either,

ctorily made out, that,
r examinntion established by
Bill, a good though n education 'h||| be enforced
| the g ] BEI0N it be fairly presumed that,
lizensed to |Jr.|c—
is qualified to do so. OF course, no Bill
sate, or can even test the ex-
|)||1r|\ that it is most important that a medical practitioner
The Bill cannot make a stapid man clever, or give the
inference o a mind that has it not;
ither can it confer the ¢ il | inclination for conti stad
mprovement, or bestow its of ¥, atlention, kl!lﬂ_lluﬁ:ﬁ, &
essential in the exereise of the medical profession. But it i here de
i for, (always assuming the Council of Health 1o do
ery fulure praclitioner must possess such an amount of
u satisfactory g stec both to the mem-
of his own profession and to the public, of his competency to treat
|||a|,..|sc.

1L OF the Bill, in relation fo the Course of Siudy and Mo
Eramination af Candidefes for the L

Beside ensuring o good education in every grade of
troduces a simplicity and unif o the modes whe
ired and tested, which constitute decided imprave
In the first place, the Council of Health is empowered
i aurses of study shall be required

the profession is divk

the same, the :

of course, be the same,

permit, (£ 19.) Thirdly, the 'I'll.l.]LIlI\

by ||J may be most eonvenic ent or

sl ts to the Lo

\lullt ts to the Dublin board. Lol By
reduced to one in England and Ireland, and iwo in hmll;lml, [the
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expediency of reducing these to one is most obvious,] and #ll con
stituted on the same general plan, there is intreduced o Facility of un-
g, of planming, and directing the «r and educational eonrse
men destined o th ical profession, which must be very

advisers, as well as to the stud

8o far, then, we must admit, that the provisions of Bill are satis-
factory as reg the prescribed modes of obtaining knowledge, and the
exlerior economy of the arr ments for testing the quali
candidates.  The Bill, howe contains two great blemishes beari
the interior economy of these arrangements,—one of commissig
other of omission.
1. The first of these blemishes is the proposed Constitution af the
i oards, which presents several obvious defects.
i | i objection founded on the suppos
2 (the Colleges, rainet i
Huence of

1
s, and wit
af the gener

tin the exe
| be scluaie

it
In the prese e g - we that the Colleges
lect for examiner qualified for the office ? We think
cés are much Ii is mot the oldest phy-
ician oF sungeon, yet the man of ice and greatest pro-
iomal experience—the man of most infly College—that is
will, of course,
it likely to mem-
v possible cise, that the
to the College at all, or b
promiment place
inking, that *

Iy we shall

will have
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this—that the Bill does not contain & clanse to render it obligatory on
every candidate for the license Lo practise, to undergo the same |.ln||n||-
nary examination. In other words, we are of opinion, with Sir James
Clark, * that every practitioner, whatever may be the department fos
which he is destined, should qualify for the duties of the general practi-
tioner,” and, in the first instance, submit to the same examination. We
would even contend with the same writer, that this examination should
be the only one requisite 1o qual i 1
ol’ tha |s|'r;ﬁ:5,s|u1|, Ithough the = isEq et cullt
i still be pro  retained, and the pos
from such collegiate e Lo confer pee ||||.|r privile
Few men can now be found i o who will -I-.n\' the case
unity of medic all its for 8
not understand surgery or the sargeon |1|1\.
here proposed would ensure the possession of this general know Iui ge by
all members of the medical body. The cor nd the
# icense thenee deriv i ve o heali
influence on the divisions, bickerings, a1 | }C‘ﬂvllsll‘s that now C|I‘:H ack the
i vl which, it i3 to be feared, will be much in
d by the Bill, if carried in its present for
the plan w ; evory one would, in the first insta
sed o common title of © ntiate of Medicine and
of 3
seek other titles given under other condi
privileges; or be prevented from devoting himsell wo whate
of practice he prefirred.

LI, OF the Bill, is relation to the Equality of Privileges of Medic
Men in Fractice.

Here the Bill confers everyth the profession has sought
or can reasonably Jirl', viz, perlect equali hts and. privileg
every one of the same grade throughout the empire.  No college or car-
poTati other public body, can henceforth interfere with the
practice of any individual, in any part of tk
ever he may have stadied or have ined hiz lic

ctments last considered, establishes wniformity of

.u|'_,|'|'e.'t!|JJ| g ;rreuuhrru.rs ar_r &
L it @t :’|I|shu'< mmi-
degree. All llm- limitation introduced,
to community of privil L i

I.I BUFEeons Temoving Imm 1Im part of llm kingdom w'lltrt‘
their letters tl‘atllnmuul 10 -.ug;h”, I'ar ihe purlmu

s ki |.;|lun1 to which Lht-;.- FEMOvE, pﬂyiu; '||)|' L|.<||.|] fe
and ing any nation. (§ 18.) No restriction of this or
antintes ; and the reason for its being
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IV, GF the Bill, in relation to the Registration of Licensed
Fractitioners,

The plan of a general registration of prn-l'tioncrs, by the Council of
Health, and the afficial publication of a reg ister, for the information of
profession and the publie, is an immense improvement on the old
nd cannot 1o be of great benefit. The plan, as illlJLIUESl'f' in

Every practitioner, after receiving his testi
g boards, may, on the payment of a fee, have his
-"l g 'latvr ‘npl by the Council of Health. This

y year,” renew his application for r
hall forthwith ¢ names of all |u~|sm~
e published in al phabeti the
al places of abode, and dates of their testi
ihment of a gene T
1 the anaval public '||I'§JII [
+ is @ measare calealated to be of such esse
ordially
art of the scheme as perfect and
1 as e L‘I|j‘ wc-l'l\tll as possitde.®  Some objections have been
e lullm plan as stated in 1l and some alerations, with a
iew Lo its improv y suggested, which merit examin
L. In the first pi ey | that the registration is not
& 50 made to \Ml who wish to be con-
sidered as |j'-clu 1l . | far as appears by
the Bill, this act of n 1 mll), or to form o p.;rtul',
the act of licen i
ide compulsory for every ane o re
i y 50 provided by th
2. Some have objecied to the ¢ i it obli alory on c~cry
ong to send ** to the Council his name and place ':ll abode™ every y
on aeesunt of the troub! ¢ ¢ thera is no change of .All-ull:
i u,mp.lm. with the attainment
ra correct register, It is much less trouble
of aurselves and servants a pually to the tax-
still even this ought to be avoided, if the ||Iau can be well
worked without it.

& Much stronger objections have been made to the amount of the
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registration-foe, in the case of a physician or surgeon, and £2 in
ihe case of a licentiate. But if we are right in thinking that this fee i
but is also for the license Lo practise,
till, as no obstacle that can be
should be thrown in the way <|f' T ,:lx'rlll i
stration=fee shouk

fee will depend parily oo the

the re X

lished § Is

copy of it to be delive r

sold ?  If sold, is the price to be high or low ?

3 r parts of the Bill, the appre
t is rendered abortive by the knowledge

improve
e et deraiod.

cussion

rded by the frame of |.||IA Bill as
ol v such from the ¢
as would have rende i

ts or grades, yet joined together in a sort of federal union,
always d prous 1o leave any I|.r~\|_ bady of men, of the same
le lass, to see cand feel th raled from their brethren

l||:'||I ind superiority i
|:r||n||u|. OF COnve ullmnl. iult we balieve that the |J.|{-cu

t 80 much to its

. It is the old |\|«_-.]i|_-;.|
rations, the Collag 3 Sorgeons, that have
iy stoad in the way of such an ion of the members of
prafession, us would be generall shc and it is understood
be te their uppl--umu Uu the p ccasion, that we are indebted

i = Bill whi q

Ler
2 new Charters pre
is, however, bat just to the s nt, to ad-
& Far as set forth in th know, in the
the
pringiple i it w

fore. ¥ ifferent ¢ L ard 16 eor-

but at w alsd sk
still is, to meet the

% 1 obtaining his letters
be enrolled 08 an Associate of
name and statio least

|J| an must i
t body of

itly appeal to the Fellows, in the
wp,,un ‘.|||.u lJ {1 (Iu ||[||'| Ju:l
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omnia dicendo, consequi potuera, hune locum consessumaue vestrum,
aquem Ili horribilem ae formidolosum fore putaverunt, eum tandem ejus
fortunm mi multumgue jactate, fugivm futurom."*
The mode of admission to the J"clllowalnip. adopted by the College of
Surgeons, that, viz. by examination, is much fairer than the one just re-
ferred to, bee aves the deor open to every one who may choose 1o
fulfil the conditions requisite to enable him to pass through it The plan
by examinaiion, however, could hardly be adopted in the College of Phy-
sicians, beeause the studies and examinations andergone for the Associate-
ship are already fixed sohigh. The only remaining plan, and certainly ¢
bestof all, {if the two classes of physicians are to be maintained }is ¥
rity, every Associate of a certain standing—say seven or ten years—
; asion Lo the Fellowship on attaining the
y limt, unless some tangible objection can be proved ¢
The following occuar to us as the only objections of any foree that
be urged againsi this plan:
151, That an henour shared by so many, and alike open to all, men of
talent snd men of no talent, would cease to be regard as an hon A

poses to supersede, was caleulated to promote the honoring of desert alone,
Or wWis even |i]\'¢l)- to do o at all. But as we g ntee in past
experience that this will be the case in future; and as, indeed, there is
every reason Lo believe such would not be tl 3 we are bound to main-
tain that the argument derived from the obvious manifold evils necess:
fowing from the practice of selection, is all-powerful.  But it is part
the plan advocated by us to leave a door open for the promotion of
tinguished merit, even under the sysiem of seniority. We admit ths
would be a defect in the arrangement if there were no means of enabl
the College to tes of the value of great discoveries or of other
important services to scignce or hur 3
we would therefore leave the power in the hands of the President
Council to confer the fellowship on a certain number—say two or thres
annually—who could aim it on the ground of sentority.

2d. 1t may be urged, in the second place, that, according to the sys-
tem of seniority, persons of disreputabls moral charac
ally find entrance to the fellowship, This g
easily obr I in various ways. For instance, it might be
that in addition to the elnim of saniority, every associate should be re-
quired to produce a certificate or recommendation, sigoed by a certain
number of fellows, (as in the case of the Fellowship of the College of
Surgeons,) to the effect that he is * a fit and proper person to be ad-
mitted to the fellowship.” Or even a ballot might be instituted for every
one as he attained the limit of seniority, the number of excluding balls
being fixed at such a high proportion (say two thirds) as would prevent
the effoctive operation ufnnt- mere prejudice or spite, and yei would ef-
fectually ohstruet the admission of persons justly ohnoxious.

3d. It may be urged that so very large o body as would be constituted
by all the inies ing fe in their turn, would form o
bad medium for the transact s. ‘To this we reply that, for the
mitre discussion of the affairs of any body of men, a larnge assembly is
no means either improper or inconvenient ; and that for the transacti

* Cig. Orat, pro A, Cluent.
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of what is more properly termed business, the College has the same me-

m as other large bodies, viz. its Council. It would be an e atter

] decide what subjects, whether for deliberation ar execilion, mld be

ted to the Council; and no one coubd object to all the Susiness

transacted by it, so long a8 its members werechosen by the Fellows

gt In order Lo ensure a fitti xee of this kind, and, at the

time, to accord Lo seniority and expericnce their Jjust due, all would

gree to its being made a law of the corporation, that the members of

the G should be elected from Fellows of a certain st nding, and
the President from a still smaller number at the head of list.

A College, constituted as is here proposed, would present a example
of a real incorporation, and a just represontation of on department of
the profession ; and while we sec agily, and at how little sacrifice
the change could be ted, we cannot bring ourselves to believe that the
College of Physiciuns will persist in what is understood 1o be their in-
tention respecting the admission to the Fellowsk

' ! Il SURGEONS.

In treating of this cla n, CAT Views are not restricted,
as in the case of the phiys » by imperfeet documents.  We ean here
refer not merely to the general Bill but to the Charter and the Bye-laws
of the particular College, all throwiag light on cach otber, and together
constituti the whale doe mentary evidence likely for some time 1o
esist on the subject,  From these we gather the followi particulars, —
few, indeed, but all that have rence 1o the subject of incorporation ;
: College consists of two elasses, Mespenrs and Fevvows, both un-
" hunaat, - Toa Sacaraeste ot o bt e o oy

s lined 8 espocting
¥ 5 o1, spoken of, batl in the Charte i Bye-laws,
of the eonstituent classes of the College, Nothing is I
the mode of their admission to the Collegiate honour, nor of the
il privileges attaching to the membership.  As, howe
irter confirms  all jurisdiction, powers, authoriti
e and expulsion of members,” formerly pos
It is to be presumed ihat ihe regulations to the attair
ma, and also the common privileges thereby conferred, will be il
same or similar to those now in force, It is generally understood —and
we ourselves firmly beliove—that that portion of the éxamina
Licentiateship, which is to take before the College of Surgeons,
qu{ Jn_‘ regarded as identical with that for the membership, b
L mmediately thereafter attainable on the pay
! it is given in the y corporate privileges
Ing to the membersh nt one of its giving
A claim to examinal llowship, @ ceriain namber of years
after the date of the iploma i6 value of this privilege will be under-
stood when we come to consider the privileges of Fellows. The future
mbers will, of course, retain all the rights and privileges, such as they
pessessed by the present—such as free aceess to the library, mu-
eum, and theatre of the College, &e. 3
Fitvows, According to the provisions of the Bill, no person can be
registered as a ¢ sur s he have attained the age of twenty-five,
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have applied himsell to surgical studies during at least five years, and have
passed an cxamination before one of the Royal Colleges of '-uq,
On being registered, he becomes, ipro facto, a Fellow of the College.
Aceording to the Byc-laws, there are two ways of ndmi
|fIlI-'$~|JI|\. the one :l'\'iug N0 necessary connexion with previous me
bership or professional pract the other having a necessary connexi
ni!ll bath.

« By the first, any person who is twenty-five years of age; who is
recommended by three Fellows as * a fit and proper |1|-n<|\r| ta be ad-
mitted to the Fello who can produce proofs that he has studi
during certai i ! nd hospitals, (a most ample

bt hn stent knowl of't

llawship.
¢ become * me £
: Fellowship is through the pre-
n Seet. ], of th
aws,
date of

1 to the acknowled -u|
ons, that the
ent in matters of

a conside; @ R WS respecting

ration, ms well a8 an important aug tion of the dj ml\

[ i 3 of the particular cluss of surg are to be pos-
the first ce the institution of the College, a

ral rube,  An exos
o ramting
at the expiration of gl
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considerabile body of its members,* under the name of F ellows, are entitle
te meet in the Hall of tle College, to elect their executive bady and their
own officers, h\' e I|.|I'ul { gible 1o fill any
¢Ir the Itis to be
1| la those for the e
opportunity of discus

L o which they belong,

As far, then gards the class of -s-rr—m“.a ‘ellows, thera
esire in the way what is nceded
the Bill and by th y consisted of
I\nIJLII'\h\‘ only, Pt ricted sense,) wa

I, 21 I||r>||.| ications of ||

gest and most m~lucut int o l.m of
] nd alfected by the iwo forms of
|I. we have been considerin

iees of the d
©r L0 reason on its exp
Lit exists and mu
L

ments of the establ
ot to be so, how s
ntt II'[I‘l to ¢ b
[ whole plruhnmn- iy
nd adjusted. It may, inde
ion of its

rence of opinio
E'l’l\.ll I, will be rather
unt of the

Lr +
self, that any |

il pursuits as
content under the p

. honours,
® very nature of t‘

L
is ||!':)u 1| . ||||-|cl
al expectation, And




50 it is with the general pm-:ll ners of England. Knowing themselves
to be brothers and fellow-labourers in the same Geld with Bliysicizns un
, they maturally expeet that they sho Id partake of the
d enjoy the same or similar rewards,- at least in wdegree
proporiion to the compar: ative dignity of their status and the v 1I
sbours.  IF this expectation is not fulfilled, it is unres
laok for content hat cm:!ent is not found there at

pr . we b e pesti 3 almost unanimous voice of this part

af llu: kingdom to the
but that
t Bill and

of the profes
other,—uot

One of their loadest c i Tncorporation. Incorporation they see
exists, and is prized in the other classes of their profession ; it conlers pe-
hts and privileges on the incorporated members; it matbers® not
it whether th & of any real value, it is cnon*h that they are ihe
object of desire : h that leads to Lm.,m is barred ngainst  class
that claims participation in them as o right, that class, as a mat
course, is discontented unhappy. But the justest ery Il_:r Justice
be unreasonably exalted by passion,  Let us, therefore, while conce
to the gencral '1|r:1\:l ioner his |11|»:l|:-|:‘|h|i right to share in the privil
of Incorporation, exam i
i d prospective, in re ,_.ml Lo this privilege, i
best of our judgment, how his wrongs, if foand Lo exist,
t redressed. =
|1. i .sg:un'\-h' neeessary to remark that the present anoms 1lans position
of the gene: ) i ard o incorporation, ariges from the
fact, :I: at the in this country, has finally resolved
jtself into threa d Lp.,l.l'L[I'I nts, while the corporations formed previcu
the tripartite division, have still remained buttwo.® ;

The |1|1.l|lL|Lr>- of the new third estate of the medical kingdom, the
Eeners omers, comb ey i crsons, the
functi
linnee with ._-|1| T, cOrporat
with the pliysic i 1y, :nl|mf.¢|h]|: from the want of
Ji ¥ ‘Iw-rc‘. They fore joined the lucnr|-|>r tion of sur-

me {rl Members of the College, have wlllllqu

|>rn$rnil ate them, at least in pame.  But, a
be expected, gally volumtary vet 1|\'E.|Iiﬂn.t|ly
compulsory, proved o i t ctiry cmeral practi-
tioners ; and their long i loud claims for something more
pominal alliance, bave mainly brought about the state of

But association

d the Apalbecnries' Company, be-
a peration I
to entlil

2f

zs leading to the changes in the medical constitution, effected or
projected, now under consideration.

According to our representation of the privileges of the Associates and

tllows of the Colleges of Physicians and § 0
that both these socicties afford, ny ensily be b fiiord, tole-
rably fuir examples of incorpo i :
bers. And as they are composed af men ave
orders ol the profession mast reg ¥ w ution with their

enerally satisfactory, ulitless it would be so to
oners, provided it conld be att
ar on ter
d men of edy

nature that t]llm"h it may be possible
or all to accept them, it iz more than |||1|\ro|u.|.l.¢ that ‘all will ever
d
Itl.m--_:.u we have already stated I||\-=\.' conditions wa will repeat them
and we will also repeat our opini ever inadequate they
may be considered by g i <LiLL arg, in trath, boons 1o
their order in t orporation, altog r new, and the only sub-
sta baons in .Ius reapect they i recel ui.
_ L. All persons | passed as Ticent
immediately beco mbars of the College of 2 zrqrm
fee for the diploma. They will then possess every §
¥ now |K|S<C"§| g
w8, and I ROEGN" ir cards and
;| s a3 heretofore, althe tha Register
der this title,* Twelve y
ber, the 1 i lowship, -.Illli on passing
the examination and paying tlu- fees, will be registersd us * Sugoron,”
and be constituted FeLLows ar Tne CoLLeck oF Sv w5 with all the
privileges, Now X 3 s 4 ONE 08 [ sonubly be
EXpeC ¥ 4 { 1 twelva ¥
the schools, but who haw i :
nil

L lhc' age of L ) A pu.ul of life which cannot be rega
man to wait for, cre he can ac |'||||r\ U!h
| L would |

the ||ur|m=-c of eventually becomin,
deal was done towards effecting a tolerable
the profession., T nent would, at b

sult of
such iuz.umnuut unp(un.lr{' l1| i no effort <I|c|.||-'l IJ. spnrml to bring it
out.  And we earnestly entreat the Council of the L
to recansider those of their bye-laws which have refere
* Percons who wers members of the college st the time of passing the DL, could
clsim fo be . .




22

h||ov-s with a \|'L\I' to rendering them less stringent than they . ﬂ'c““”'ﬂ: of Surgecns as Fellows, a certain F'm[""ﬂ“"’ will feel that a

¢ should be rendered & c a8 that . ‘l”" 1d all the members of the
¢ risk s'll::l:l:i be run of 52 b ing theq L5 L d g body nterests and some sy
aws ; but surely some i hit be made to th
ince , have been -.l':'.l- ¥ 3
jom. '-'\.L llnm. it would B0l Al so long as they r own branch
eonld adduce év 3 hey cannot attain any of the higher offices or lig-
fe the date of ]||1| 8

. examination afler
1 of -|_u.tl\.c provid less than thirty
if the requirement ofa ** competent kno e of
in his case, we do not think that cither the interests of the j ) ! o
y of the Fellowskip would mate lly suffer. Were I'n late nning of |I.u<..|. i —1 by
o 1 we had access to the ear of i partite state of the profession of the present d
= TR i : i diti .
would ¢ 1o suggest a \-tln on the byelaws that went bey e }“ of its |I ne - In one wore

adduced, prove
ntiates with the

eh not formally stated in the Bill,it is implied that the C ation In s instibuli e bl :
i I power of conferring the de i : . We do not wi ,Ix to disguise our np nion that
Il have attained the i t the altered
3 ! Bt ! ; : leulated to meet
| by the Ca y have been effected by a
o of ‘|IL Colle And are far
from thinking this undesirable or even 2 le Colleges
eould b ieed o tak arged view of tll, r own in
he interests of the profess not feel ourselves called
] e uss matters which ean |I.II-L tical Bsue at the present
which we need v Ve i . | question incorporation of the general
always scen the ranks OI' the physicians pler practitioners, under exist r
respectable members r, ym this source under the old system, U
ity d T i ||||,||ch—|>r. at least, when th ¥ W
- i LI'-\“

rredls and

After much consideration, we have come to the conc Im.mn that it will
be for the benefit of the profession g 1
isting medical corporations, a third should

:wr.ll practitioners.  In advocati

d by a very different 8pir it fmul tha sug-
gested the same to other writers an | speakers an IIu_, subject.  Our
ohject is Lo u ent ¢l 2 profi

ced pertod c|l'|.|l1. at whic
is considered F . -, |t| less in the lig
a corporate privilege conferred on the [ ners than
s o acelinl means af b i ATk wal members.
Naverth sbllt'l AL S % Il, wher 5 0 parate them. 1l wl ree with us in th
access to corporate rights is, for the first time, legally attainable by this 1o; i

| : and indivis -.Ill.’ would also agree with us in en-
class of the profcssion. 5 profiessors equ unit

lowever, we are

BT M0 t‘LIU!-'J'. to-

We have now stated everything in the way of incorpor n ¢ r 5 ailed in a ||-L<~cl||“-\- section of ol
Bill and the Charters provide for the class of gen I prac T8 o o Faic .‘I Surgeons,
Although the provisions arc n||||'1| mere liberal than before, and al i ire L of th
we believe them Lo Iu- conside 1 nd more comprele sise by th ity in testing the qualifica
has been generally itted in the L 3 xllwu-i o5 © Bill, we must of Lie vuLl.ltue, it may ’ we would be fi
admit that they fall very far short of the sure of & compl i powers to th
incorporation. A s will enroll maelves a5 Ass privileges, and du
Fellows of the Colle hysici a |1r~'\ nnmber will je exclusive refere
lege of ceOns ; 5 majority will sti m 3 1 | The profess
remain as general practitio rs, L'lt'|||'1' as |.|L'L1|I|.|1c§ allll|'|\‘ or as Licen- ody, must be constituted, ;qurng;[ and | reg \'|_5\||(|_L| by the Seate,
tintes and Members of the College of Surgeons, Even of thase who join
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rity ereated for this purpose by the State; in the present
the Council of Health and Education. It will be qu
College to govern and regulate itsell in its co 4
superintend the scientific establisk
grtant part of its constite

rlered on these principles, we think that a new College,
Tue Rovar Coriese o MEMCINE a5
of under i 3 would, as we have
said, | i
profess nerally.  We have not here sp
enter i 3 respecting these ben LRI
stitution. Many of its benefits are, indos +d, ton ol-
nost all comp

d of conrse,

] tllcellur incorporations do. v .un-\u.hd
by the Board of Health on the i ts of its membe vd it would
1 its wishes, s opinicns, i
|i| g body. It was uutlu y from L‘
of the O mlnul
hie Bill, no members b ging 1o the
ed,  The (;II'\IFFInII wiis not an inten=
esult of the non-existence of any body

ings O,
The propased C would be no less useful in what way be called
ingic influe ¢ in its relations to its own members. By its
¥ it could reg 1 ant particulars as to pro i
procect whic 2 IOW Ay to the discretion of
to the 6t i [ { i aracter. Having the power
of excludin & members, on fixed con-
iions, it would form o eourt of ||>|| w5 of doube or difficulty,
nnd would be a | 1o judg ol adjudicate in matters which, though
|J|.\<l1|<|. llu. pal le ol the laws of the land, might yet '|>|' of vital imporiascs
als or of the professi
ant fentore of the College would, of course, be its scientil
nt, It must poesess o bouse, at least, with a libra

n honour, and co

was wtill im-nmplc- i tom:dul, it uou!ll be as & succedansum to

O

ic progress,  The new Colle

258 mecting nd in o
nd -w’.‘rll il |I.A.I|. of the 8¢ eI would be an easy
task to afford | . g its lulsonrs direction beyond
what has | 1 Jit ul |:\ lhn. r..-l Colleges. So long as it was
governed by ] | 1o advance the best
i||L|~r.\|.\' of ical s 1 at it conciliated those

1 suggest that every Licentinte should be imme-
le as Meuper without ballot, on the payment of a small
that he should a3 Meuper for five years, with
all the other rig t that of voting or
i At the e [ five y members should
ority alone, to claim to be admitted as F LOWS
1o those we |uu' proposed in the case of
1 ) . I fee should be paid

ship which would of course Cu(ll.lt.' its holders to the hi

of the College.

Lo ou Ir\.ILI-\.‘i. il s above detailed,
n of the :rniu-ﬂlm in England would be
eral Governing Board (Tie Couxci it AxD MEDICAL
having the exclusive alation of the edueation, made of
un i g of medical practitioners of every

v Examisariox Doar appointed by the Council of Health and

d wil “olleges, for testing the qualifications of candidates

w0 Lo ]n;nus.- \u one o be permitted to enter th proc

fession without being examined by this Board, and obtaining from it

Letters tes I to the Couwncil g the grantibg of

e 1 actise asa Licentiate of Madic Surgery ; and no

one, not possessing this License, to have any | right to practise in
any department of the profession.

Il ¢ llege of M 1wl S ry for the [voluntary] incorpe-
Licentiates of Me 2 and 3 ¥y to be instituted by Royal
nder the name of Tne Kovan Cowl oF MEviciNE aAxD

with power to fr laws for the ission of its members

Ferrows), for the government of its affairs, electing of-

ration of
ter

of Burgery (T tovaL CorLe
power b frame laws for th
&
3 dicing (Tue Rovar CorLese oF PRYSICia¥s oF
Excraxp), with power to frame laws for the admission of its members,
(Associates axp FErLows), &e, &




be imaginod that we di
one that -|~.|_-|-| to I 1o the m

elsewhere.  We are |||||Ir

of Health and Ex

ation, a3 prog

mixed fomne
It ought not to represent the P
be
It must be authorized o
e Lo car ry into effe
] irect legislation or by
comes fairly witl
With the
and still more
ken the proj
re of the net
made &
been so
nected, they heon:
at least, practic
hos doubl |
having been taken anid prog nml.\rl by gover
Health, as proposed to be constit
representation.  But if att
pro complete failure,
it the profession would be 3
 semblance it w
il useful represent

represented.
erl attention from lhv -=u|:- ae
on, of whick
porate representation, e
!:lr. IJ vies's remarks on this point

s Bill,
the diff
s the ex
|£=rl)l¢ n?‘. »s
sl ||.

All that necessary for the |'e||'=;L'I'|Ii-:||L of such a fair and
free repr the p i of liberal yet

I\.'III|U| in ihe l-l||-l1\ e arrange Is.

representations before
y wrilie monst =, or by
deputation, X
4. The assurance ihat the representations made are attended to by
the Conneil.
Jl.u I..<| st ly secured by one of the
ously introduced, is o

" AY
With the power to s-wll'lll'cm-
cerns ihe professic i ¥ E s inihe
eolleges ; with the i ¢ il

lause quoted
lors to the control of pul
no fear as to th Iministration of l|| r
dance with the expressed wishes of the members

VII. @F the Bill in re

Igr.u.m to the Government of the Pmr(s.sm“.
The Council of Health and Medical B

L time in II.|=. country, an attempt is to be

le through the
o govern the Medieal pro i

o on §
partial and cont
zes, herctofore .||<|m pr\.\..il\. &, cannot be regarded s

principles, or inde
rile of the Coll
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government, in the ordivary sense of the word ; or if government, cer-
tainly of the kind which the FI\'.II'I.! lls us prevails where—

B
It is hardly befitting b
its wital necessify
condition of co
The measure proposed in
isely such as wo ¥
d to the institutions of
pervision of the profession is to develve on a Coungil
[ itded over by « af the pri

senl, or, indeed, that a
government of the pre
also perform du
of o loss :||||-l.l||.|||'L kind ;—those, namely, which bave reference to t
Public Health. He ble title—Tux C: ,or Heawtn axp
Mepicar Evvoari

It is evidently, and very prope ded that the Council should have

eomplete control over c\crvll.ln-f r(l ting to medical education and the

d powers are specified in tl
ing are most of thoss specified :
itioners, and publ
o Register of .
T ant Licenses for Practice on receiving Letters testimonial
Boards.
scheme of medical education and fees in the dif-
:I'n.rml sc]ucol:. ,.mi render them, as far as practicable, uniform
ve the veto on all Bye-laws of the Colleges of |’J|_\s|r ans and

dered ;m.».'.
£ .llu.l 1o Epec

i atill be i
wred s et pr
W fuin hoge
e [l

It is manifest, we think, that a bod # Lo pmr.zr.n dl.ttu."s of this
ure ought 111}1. as we have -\.ur:uiv stated, o hc d .-1>-c|cI\.

guainted v\nh sheg, of 1'1|'r\
ss of pr i inevery f the an, no one will dispute |

in this sonse, i B oly to be reprosentative: but this is a very
different thing from 3 ntation, and
ich has been so loudly and i i 1 for by the
nd public speakers during th we taken place

e promulgation of the Bill. In these |:I|t| ussions it bas been ge-

y maintained that the different in Icl‘.w\s off lll'-u-

in |m'||_ We think this

ik B 'Inrl'\. formed on such princi
:| aracter of the M il quoted in
, than of a calm, srative, jadicinl, exe-
. such as is required For the regulation
'|(* |1re,|<=.>.|<|||_ ’ e, il mot gested by the govern-
ment scheme for constity oune il : aestionably
Iy strengthened by it; and, we fo ar, it will b ¢ matier now

1o convinee the profession that the

We may give here one illastration of the evils likely to resolt from
making the Council representative. ird of the members
is to be furnished by the Colleges of Physicians and
and if the pri nrupl.- of repres ation is -elnpwl it is lm]m“lhh' to deny
the ri 2 general itioners, when incerporated in one or

jaal nomber at least (3); one half the
t of deputies of the coll nd, doubtless,
t|||' modt important
and approve of the bye-laws
and one h ulf of its
'-mnﬂrtr-.—t-v a thous sidents converted into s
thus have to decide in the of Health on ¢
themselves had l|.,I|:.m,| Lo enw nd which, a8 honest representati
It is quite needless to do more than hint at th
reies of I|ﬂ|5|..1|\.-| might lead to. Even with
repres: ular if the profession

mare colle

,c did not subfer: W

two or three
nd to 'I:I|(:'|l'||l1||l. r wnt of any
1o produce either a

the r‘crpv

classes rep!
one.  But wou very clashing te nd,
barren neutrality of action or a corrupt compromise of rights ?

Looking, then, to what we conceive Lo be the proper character of the
council and the sature of the duties it will be called on to perform, we
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are of opinion that its members ought to be chosen b) the crown. That
! I, and that they

are advocates and zen
even that they must nece Iy bolong classes an
i nen of sen

s of each different department, bu
i of the interests of the whole prof

re the prolectors.
wish we had the power to prevail on Sir James Graham 1o take
ew of the subject, and, disregarding lamonrs of 1
i i » members of L} ncil ai his
eretion and on his own responsibility.

r kim oz jrstified in so doi
ity {0 make the existin
ed from Her Muojesly o ch

practitioners, bused on the wost liberal privciples.

objections have been urged
ton of the members of the (

I
obviate seme of th
quired to return lists of per y
appointed), out of which (]u_

force of !| e abjecti oo o mina-
tion by the crown annibilates the pri on and ,f_.|[_

l'|l||11_
and must {‘k:-.l

inst our view, is one that

1 1 ents whatever — that men
AP i n reaunt of L ce, but from

other considerations of a political or private ng ot deny
the chance of this risk.  We even belicve that it would occasionally be

al

But are we sure that the choice would always be good i the
profession, through the Colleges, had the patrons in their own
hands ¥

We are far iro disposed, on g
wn At the expense of th
be sorry, for the sake of the people themselves, to see the nom
i Lo L offic . [
to the peo pl.,- thr
5, o even 1o the H

ite bodies, will pos
to their re p-m..-ut ation
es, in the clant\, !'urln- rly quoted, & oy
s have bee

sentation adapted in
ven in the Bill, we think the plan of

independently of t i i quaasi
C

slitation of tl

A e several other respects.
v tr\l\...l'\. knows, is proposed to be composed of
» FiZs

2 surgeons):

following are some obvions defects involved in 1
¢ work s to be d i

1. Ifi is meant that a 1
good working body, and for the

Caouncil is much too |

it mII have to perform.
It is ill consi n respect of the nsual
ary duties of its members.  Nin i
oo from Lon

wanld be impracti

hat, inel '|\|.||l'||

vhich v.mulet frequently I.'f‘f||.f¢ with .Iu.r atte lanee :

ant of the nine, would & inly be in this predicament during one 1.,.|mr

the

s of residence and
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3. Even on the principle of representation, and, indeed, on any prin-
ciple, the proportion of |.|e|nbers e 1o Engl nel is much oo small. OF
the eleven ex offi d ¢ a3 many as
l-'n-- d {4}, and Ireland o

cal men in England is mere than five as great a8 in Scotland,
.mtl mare than four times as great as in Irel
rong objections have been urged against the presence of laymen in
the Council, but think on very insuffici ounds.  Sa far fro
ion of medi
hat they would materially 8 Be Mf||'5
matter which o
rantes that the the profession
] =|\ a sort of repre-
is very necessary, o is o Lo avoide
and the public have a right to pl I
s of the professors of ae in point, in favour
is view of the subject, e i » Bog Admir
ed of sea-lords lords {all appoi
the eivil phle atter is found, on
viul eounterpoise to the professional
tuosity of the former ; John Bull b thereby occasion
doubt, in the number of his ~] i, and eke mulcted of his martial glories,
you unl without th W isfnetory though very vulgar compen-
sation of feeling his moncy in I..s pockets.

VIIL. Of the Bill in relation to the Pro
Frotection of Medival Practitioners,

The special privileges and the kinds of protection afforded to the profes-
proposed Bill are chiefly the fol
gally qualified practitioners,
nel the register published
red persons can hold any pu]:llc cmployment,

rded by the law as medical
red by law to be performed
r of certificates, fur instane
istered |;u~su|:~1 alone shall be exempt 1_r¢-|r| BETYing on juries,
II)lllll'ﬂﬁ &('
. R ercd persons can alone prosecute and recover paymeat for
medieal attendance. =
_ 6. Unregistered persons acting in a public capacity as medical prac-
titioners, shall be fined £20 for each offence.

7. Unregiste persons pretending to be registered, or taking the
name of Physician, Surgeon, or L |||v:. shall be punished l.r\. fine
and impriscnment.

Ihese privile the one hand, and pennltios on the other, are
more or less new boons conferred on the medical profession. Taken
altogether, they confer upun all its legit mbers & definite and

chile the actual number of
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distinctive character in the social body which they did not possess be-

, By them a broad line is drawn, for the frst time, betwe en qualified

|||~r|||.|||r|e\|l| i between thoss who, if notcertainly learned
kilful, must at | . trained to T

ill iy not have been so trained, and who in all

These privileges and | would of themselves,

uffice Lo establish the onal pesition of lice
Ix, on high grounds ;
\Mllllﬂt.l(h
1

whole, 1} b ar
; and (3) 10 affo 3 1o the '|:| sln ut
I 2 State te treat th ir diseases, pos-

there had been one

Ronses as well as in

|,||IJ i |4|q|||| ions, Iu registe r<-|| p auld have

been desired on the score Uriﬂoll(‘l c vithoul some

se us this, all the others beco comparatively useless ; and,

\.,.;I._T their sele of the profession would be, in many
respects, in a decidedly worse condition than before

The grand evil to be apprehended from the want of any restrictive
clause in regard to private i%, zI. introduction into the ranks of
medical practitioners mperfectly edueated,
or not edueats 3 Iu © .u‘rl I:Illn coul LI
not materially injure |I..- pn !
on the health of publie o
l||'.\|.'|rm of the professo il Ji}'— and most

ot the w ||n||- |||u|-l}-«|| le community.
by the present Bill, of the || caries’ Act of 1815,
lawful for any person to g
& he

stituted in its pl
any one mh»}cllm es 1o di
Bill on those who practise with
duced by the flattering prospe:
pital, dispensary, or workhous
10 SEFVE 0N U
cate on some oficinl occasion, ¢

5 ||J-u‘li.=(' any and every department of

i or publicly
and is satisfed with what be can obtain

i court of law, for the payment

does not put o
ES
||’UI|1 his patients withoul s
of his bills.

In reference to this most important part of the new Bill, the points of
greatest consequence to be sidered are the following : jirst, the proba-
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exists among the class of persons who would be likely to take advantage
of the laches of the law in questio
The following are some of the sources whenee the abundant supply
of irregular practitioners might be fairly expectod to fow ; 5
A. Imperfectly educated medical men from Britich schools. It is well
known that of the great body of men w Imi juent the London schools,
there is alway iderable number w from one cause or other, fail to
it icons Apothecaries® tmumm or the diploma of the
ollega of Surgeons, en in the p t state of the law, a small pro-
B inchoate doctors contrive (o worm themselves into prac-
tice, under one plea or another: some under the flse pretence of be
really licensed, some from ignorance of the truth on the part of the
ghbours, and others from their good nature or contempt. It is main-
ned |h.-: nat & small but a large proportion of such persons would get
der the sanction of the new Bill. The class of persons
loration eontaing several geners, which it may be pxpe-
dient to notice.
a. A certain proportion of students, who have commenced their studi
with the intention of completing them
with zeal and succoss, are mmpn.l wtlure of pecuniary means,
to terminate them, at a more or less advanced period, and seek for the
means of livelihood within or withoat the boundaries of the medical pro-
fession. Those among them who had been enabled 1_;. purs
studies for a considerable period, and who had thereby a
gree of professional know seldom leave the profession altogethy
Some open shops as <"‘ILII\|‘~L$. and practise ** over the counter;” some
venture to practise as general practitioners; but the majority endeay
o et cm]:loym‘ nit as disy or visgiting assistants to general praeti-
tioners. 1! 15 a fact well known to the profession, that this elass con-
stitutes & larg 1 2 s within its ks o
woll-j ; er, as may be 1|||1!|r|>.c([
are very unfit to b i 2 practice on their own FES -
sibility. It may be fairly presumed that the w!|<||c of ‘this clnss of men,
the good and the bad, the wel ignorant, would, sooner or
later, become candids ltu for practice, o Lhee F w Bill,
b A sccnncl class, and om is to be feared, much more numerous
ade up of those idle and dissipated young
1’! r Jl.wm\-' spent the full amount of time in the medi
schools, are rejected |J_\' the examining boards for w:
knowledge. From an authentic |ab[u in the Apothecaries” statement,
it o pears that during the twenty ¥ extendi
11,414 persons |m,gl:1|tct| themselves for examiy
xamumq,amt of this number 1502 were rejected.
1|t' n]mir p-cmtl ol']wrm\-sevm years, we have tln.s an s

crense, no daul:ll !‘lrrmu, fna||1 L"lg ||||.r|.-1s|.(|. slrictness of the examina-
tions, It is fair to assume that a very considerable number of students
of the same class did not present themselves for examination at all,
through consciousness of certain rejection awaiting them,
Tmlc: the opntnllorr of the new law, when it is to be presumed that
the examinations would be still more strict, we have a right to expect a
3
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still greater number of such fuilures, and consequently (we assert) a pro-
portionate supply of candidates 1o swell the ranks of unregistered prac-
titioners, It would surely be according much more o sach characters
than they have a right to claim, were we to believe that any large num-
ber of them would hesitate to commence practice without any liconse, if
they might do so; more especially when it is considered that the pecu-
uiary resources of many of them would not allow them to continue their
studies longer, even il they wished to do so.

¢. A third cluss of students, we may well believe, encouraged by the
example of the two former, would soon spring up, who would frequent the
medical schools for a short time, in order to obtain such a smattering of
knowledge as might justily to their own tender eonsciences the attempt
to practise, and who would never seek or purpose to seek for an exami-
nation of any kind.

d. And we think it extremely probable that yet a fourth class of stu-
dents would be called into existence, who would find schools and t
and examinations and titles, more soited to their humble resourc
less lofty ambition; and who, after passing a voluntary apprentice
with their unlicensed fathers or friends, would spend a winter or two in
London and retarn home to treat the lieges, with some new-invented di-
ploma in their pocket, and bearing some ohsolete or some modern title
which could be displayed on doors and in sargeries, in defiance of sec-
tion 31 of the new Bill. Need any one doubt, whe has known the London
grinding system for thirty years, that there woull be found men ready
and willing to testify to all the world that such students—their pupils—
were not only fully g ed o exercise every branch of the profession,
but that they were vastly superior to the men whe had the legal license
and fgured on the official register? And wounld it not be reasonably ex-
pected from the pupils and protegees of such persons, that in their localities
ag “ Doctors” or * Surgeon Apothecaries,” they would vaunt themselves
in the same strain?  Apd if they did, would it be at all wonderful if a
large portion of the public believed them ?

A never. g impulee to the manufacture of the practitioners referred
1o in the lnst two paragraphs, would be supplied by the occasional great
suceess of some one of the number, which could not fail e operate on
the minds of & ; parents whose me were insufficient to give their
sons an expénsive education.

». Foreign graduates. The foreign market also would, doubtless, be
called into requisition, as at present, but in a much greater ratio, to fur-
nish its quota to the corps o!! the unlicensed. Some of the more ambi-
tions yourhs who could afford it, would go over to Germany,

a fow Tonths, return with the degree of a.v. in their pocket, from E

ar Giessen: while the humb nded and the poor would transmit their
Testimonials from Dr. M*Crammim and Mr. Grindstone, and their twenty
gui , to the agent in London, and would be dubbed Doctors by
same Universities, by retarn of post. ] cluss would recruit the

both of the general practitioner and the physician, and might be rensonably
computed to s\lpp[:\-‘ a very considerable number annwally.  Every one
knows that such is the case at present; and it would be indeed strange
if the supply were less when the demand was greater.

¢. Druggists, The last siream which we shall here noticeas tribatary

to the great river of empiricism, would bave its source in the druggists’
shops: and a mighty fine stream (s d Dr. Patrick says) wonld
beibat same. We believe within its own channel it would be equal
to wll the others put together. This hardly needs any illustration ; as
all who consider the subject, must see at once that such a result
is inevitable, if medical practice is left without any legal restriction. Ever
one knows that a vast number of druggists, even at present, prescribe
and practise extensively in their own shops.  Many even visit patients
at the patients’ houses ; and it is impossible to doubt that it is the fe
the | d the consciousness of being jealously watched by the licensed
practitioners, that prevent il
their practice were legalized,
the whole body of druggists, we verily belie
the ranks of medical practitioners. And assuredly we could not mueh
blame them for so o It would be wnreasonable to expect that
tradesmen sh i ly and so safely
v, from want
it would be an easy ma
ler conseience w
¥ itution, the P

ociety, draggists have received a better and more expensive educa-
tion in their own proper line, It would be an easy and a natural ¢
vanee, for such men, under the sanction of the new Bill, to add a course
of anatomy and & course of medicine to their pharmaceutical studies;
and equally easy, thereupon, to declare themsclves ready and willing—
over the counter and behind the counter, at ho nd abroad—to treat
“.]l nnd sundry of her N 8 lieges who chose to seek their cheap as-
sistance. We should word, have an exact reproduction of the his-
tory of the old apothecary loped into & general practitioner; and we
feel eonfident that, before two years should elapse from the passing of
the Bill, we should have half the chemists’ shops in the kingdom labelled
** Chemist and Apothecary,” or ** Pharmaceutist and Apothecary,” in-
stead of ** Chemist and Druggist,” as at present.

1. W think it impassible, after the exposition now given, to enter-
tain any doubt that, ander the Bill as it now stands, the profession
would be overrun by an i number of men altogether unfitted for
the practice of med And it needs no consideration
to satisly every rational mind, that such a state of things would be an
enormous evil 1o the medical profession, and no less & misfortune to the
pablicat large, This proposition is so sel-evident, that it would be waste
of time to establish it further. It suffices to say, that, in such a state of
things, not only the character and standing, but the actual knowledge
and usefulness of the whole profession would be lowereed and degraded ;
and the injury to the health of the community would be p;’o[“_;ni,una;g
to the deterioration of knowledge and skill :

* How," says Mr. Cart the profession to meet with P'M'c confidence, if

medical men be not distin e ax a body for their knowledge and cquire-
ments?  If regisiered : g re to be permitted alike to praciise, the
medical character will be deieriorated.  The blunders, ignerance, and miscon-
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ungualified imlon will be charged to the mars: they w
T ml] became 1 id and distrustfol of me
I will be diverted inte other channels.

III. Although it is almost seli-evident that the profession and the
public cught to be protected, as far as possible, from the influence of
such evils as we have been contemplating, it may not be amiss to make
one or two remarks on the subject

1. The profession seem to have a claim on government for protec-
tion against such wnlicensed intruders, on the fu!!uwm- among other
groumds &

In compliance with the requisitions of the state, us laid down
this very Bill, the members will have to devote many years to the study
of their profession, to expend much money, and 1o undergo strict ex-
|.I|l||[|.|||l.|[|1 1o test 1|Il:'|[ COmy pCtLhE\T

vy will have paid considerable fiees in onder to obtain the license

, and o h I ames registered as qualifisd practitioners.

rely secured to them, in return for such sacri-

. the capability of being appointed to hospitals and other public

offices, —are totally imcommensurate, so long as the field of private
¢ is left equally opon to these who have made no such sacrifices.

I'he members of other professions and the followers of other oceu-
pations, whi have been obliged to attain a certain amount of knowledge
in theme—as lawyers, pilots, dcc.—are protecied ag
the unlicensed ; and some sort of protection has be
sally deemed necessary, by these who have followed 1y given pursuit,
for the sake of distinguishing the competent from the incompetent, and

x due reward to competency. '|'| e national feeling is, and for
bieen, in favour of the principle of such ]>m!«ctlun—-u point
= lightly disre al,

2. The public has a cluim on government to be supplied with a body
of well-educated medical practitioners, and to be protected against j |-|m-
rant pretenders to medical skill, on the graund, (a) that the |rr|r1|€c of

ne concerns directly the "health and lives of the Community at

o (B) because the community is mc'.up-]bic of judging of the fit-

ness of unfitness of persons to exercise it. It be"said that the pub-
lic registey of the names of legitimate practitioners supplics the public
with the means of judging on this point : but to this it is replied that the
practical commentary on the law furnished by the permitted practice
of the unregistercd, is sufficient 10 counterbalance the effiset of the re-
gistry, especially among the great body of the people, who are not likely
o know aught of registration or registers. It is no greater interference
with the liberty of subject to say—' Here is a larnge body of medical
practitioners, qualified and licensed to heal disease, choose whichever
one among them y o attend yoursell or your family in sickness,
not a person neither qualified nor licensed'—than it is to re-

strict the choice of a client in a suit at law, to the class of attorneys, ora

* Laiber to ilsp Secrotary of the Norih of England Medical Asociation.
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captiin of aship, to the class of licensed pilots ; and yet no one thinks it
would be well to permit unlimited choice asto the individaals who should
undertake legal causes, or navigate 5||||J=.||]|,o port. When the welfare of
the public demands it, individual liberty of choice and personal freedom of
action must alike give way ust retrograde.,
nd political lib 3

W] |||.'|| ihie liberty

lu |n. consistent,
shoald people
s well as in b
s and these whll .’rp-oml om

IV, Before quitting this part of our subject, it is wecessary to
notice more particalarly, one objection to the restrictive measures we
advocate, which has been advanced by many good and enlightened men,
and which, we are ready to admit, has always appeared to us to be the
only ane adduced by the advocates of unrestricted practice, which had

semblance of weight. Tt is this,—that the limitation of medical
p n 50 highly and so expensively educated as the registered
||'|ss| 1|nc|u this Bill will be, would deprive the lowest class of the com-
munity—the labouring poor—aof the means of obtaining medical relief at
all, Ivis argued that medical practitioners of so high a grade would
disdain the scanty offerings of the poor for their learned services, and
that this most important class of the community would, in consequence,
1:-!! || ted in their sickness. It is Loo trae, that even now, the labour-
ses in this country are unable to remunerate medical men for
t]ur sorvices ; how then, it is naturally asked, shall they be able to do
50, when a more Lx|leuslrn education warrants, and a more thoroughly
exclusive system of prac mits, higher remuncration for services ren-
dered at the bedside of the sick T Is it =H.>t the bounden duty of the State
to take care that even the risk of such a ternble evil should pot be in-
curred ? Is it not better ihat the whole race of doctors should be ruined,
than that such a cruel wrong as this should be perpetrated ¥
ideration but we think it can be
Ivocating is far from being
just appreciatio
A. In the first place, we would say, that if the present social and poli-
tical condition of the people is sach as to render it practicable for
the labaurer to obtain good advice for himsell and family when ill, it is
the bounden duty of the state to remove this impracticabilicy.
5. Secondly, we maintain that it would be monstrous if the State were
u.]:hcr ately to meet this difficulty by lowering the valie of the articls,
. by 5|||:.|\ll|| iz th pour w ith bad advice from ill-eduecated men, and not
by ,_,.,“,5 the ability of the claimant to obtain good.
If medical adviee were a mere fuzury, Il'Lc fine clothes, delicate
I'ooﬂ, carriages, &c., the State might justly say,—Let a man obtain it of

* Letter to the Secrolary of the Nerth of England Medical Association.
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the quality he can afford, or go without it; bat it is assumed as an
axiom that it is the positive duty of a State, to lake every necessary
caution to preserve the health and life of its subjects ; and it is evident

good medical adeicr, in this 3miuL of view, comes a8 much into the
eategary of necessaries which the State is bound to place within the reach
of all, as food, clothing, housing, &e.

o Itis ained, therefore, (c) thatit iz the duty ofa government, in
the first ins , not only to provide the public with good medical ad-
viee, bat even to keep bad advice out of their reach, as far as this is prac-
e n'lﬂ ; and it follows s a corallary () that if the actual arrangements of
a State prevent any class of its subjects from obtaining this mecessary,
these arrangements ought to be changed.

5. But, even supposing the sacial and political condition of the poor
to remain @s at present, and the education and attainments of the ge-
neral practitioner to be raised by the new Bill—Does it certainly follaw
that the professional relations between the tw rantageons
to the former than they are at present ? least doabtful,
for the following reasons @

The present rate of medical charges for dance on the poor is
as high as can well be obtained; therefore the must expensively edu-
cated men could get ne more, even il they desired it.

5. Bu it is believed that the better the edueation of practitioners, the
more enlightened would be their views, and the more humane their
feelings; and that, consequently, ing a truer and kinder view of the
actual eumhuon of their posrer brethren, they would be found cheaper
n‘m,-ror: than even their '|1r1:ﬂe<'c-.=n'r< had been,*

. The same superiority of intellectual culture would lead to the in-
crcascd countenance and promotion of the system of medical ciubs and
sell-supporting dispensaries, on improved ]:rnu'lp!uc; the unbappy |||In|:ﬁ-
sition Lo which, by the medical profession, has been mainly the result of
ignorance.

d. Under any circumstances, (though this alternative we strongly de-
precate,) th rua: will have the same resource as now, viz. dhe chemists'
shops, us we do not believe that what is called counier-practice can be
prevcmcrl by law.

The more expensive educition, under the new system, would di-
rainish the number of persons entering the profession; the members of
the profession would, therefore, have a larger sum to be divided amongst
them, and could \dh)rtl o prwrm- at a cheaper rate, For instanes, in
a certain country district, one licentiate and his family would have to be
maintained in place of two; and having double the number of paticnts,
he eould afford to charge the poor, at least, much less than if Lis patients
were fawer.

* The present peactice of the profession corroborates this view of the case. Wa
L | oducated r|.llJ eape clable RI'II!FHL [‘lh[l'lwﬂt‘l oppressng th
Su ks D

the poor man fwr ni.
rc!|rt‘f'l-nh!e genen clitioners is bo ﬂllela. tho really poor gratuitonsly, o7 {0 ses them
taken care of in o pubbie institation.
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J. The apprebension of any place, even the poorest country district,

dical staff to sttend to all the sick,

er groandless, e demand will always create a supply

in this as in every other case. Need we seek further evidence of this

truth than the notorious fact, that, at this very time, hundreds of Doctors

of Medicine are acting as nsfietants to general practitioners, as surgeons
of unions, and as village apothecaries !

Having thus, as we think, demonstrated the necessity of protec-
tion, it remains to inquire what should be the precise nature and ameunt
of

The views of medical men differ a good deal on this point; but it ap-
ars Lo us that the general opinion is in favour of teo severe restriction.
o one contends that all the forms and celours of ungualified practice,
comprehended under the general name of quackery, should be put down,
simply because every ene admits that this is impossible ; but Lthere is a pre-
valent feeling that the legal restraints should be extended wider than seems
casily practicable, or is required by the just vindication of the rights of
the gualified by education and law. It stems to us aliogether unreason-
able that the chemist should be restrained from ** preseribing over the
counter,” as it is called, so far as to be deprived of the power of giving
his drugs, simple or compounded, to Flunrm rich who may call for “th H
even although he select the medi mi fix its dose. And if we .lllov\
this |>rmlu--¢ to the chemist, it scv:m:l somewhat difficult to prevent
the professed quack from selling his specifies in his own house. For our
own parts, although we full are of the amount of evil perpetrated
by the race of advertising quacks, both within and without the pmf.;..
ston, and although ablmrrlllg ihe eold, caleulating robbers and poisoners
of the ignorant and eonfiding, as among the basest of the human race, we
do not at present see how these vermin can be effectually exters ted.
1f any means ean be suggested for effecting so desirable a result, without
L g ing too much on the liberty of the subject, and without endanger-
g the passing of the Bill, we shall embrace them with delight and gra-
titade, At present, however,—looking at the same time to what will be a
reasonable and fair though pot a complete protection to the profession,
nd what will be likely to meet the sanction of the legiskature, re
disposed to urge upon our brethren to be content with the introduction
of a clause into the Bill, rendering it penn] for all unregistered practi-
tioners lo wisit patients at the patienfs’ own houses or at the houses of
ethers. Sucha Pm]"bnmu_ though it would not reach the advertising
quacks in their domestie dens, would cffectually prevent the introduc-
tion of any farge number of ungualified men into the ranks of the pro-
fession. With the exception of &,oudm., and o few of the larger cities,
no other place eould supply the means of liveliood to men forbidden to
practise beyond their own threshold.  The prtlf-\.sslu:l consequently, as a
I);nl\- could nat be materially injured ; and the public could only suffer
in 1F|at fraction ol‘ its mass which now ministers to the cupidity of the pub-
lic empiric. It is to be remembered, that it is not the class of society
that most wants protection, the poor labouring class;, who are the prey
of these medical arachnidans,  They spread their webs only for those
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who are fat and well-liking, and can bleed ; and if the profession gene-
rally are not jostled by them, and the poorare safe from their fangs, it
may be not unreasonable and possibly may be politie, to leave them for
the golace and the patronage of those uhm,:; intellectunl caliber :u.lll,cs,
them congenial dupes, and whose worldly means harmonize with the
disires.*

P.5. Sinee this paper was printed, the author's attention has been called
1o two wery able Letters by Dr. Charles Williams, published in the Medical
Gazette for Sept, 1841. The agthor iz ver to find his views (sce
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them. The first is the omission of all
Drugglst.
Exnm
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LONTON ¢
Crowes and Sean,

Strost.

MEDICAL REFOR M.

To you, as the Minister of the Crown upon
whom devolves the administration of our domestic

|I4lli=}. I venture to address the following remarks

on gome of the more important points of Medical

Reform. Tam not presumptuous er 1 to think
that I shall be able to point out a cou by which
the numerous difficulties which encompass the
subject may be removed, but I would not have
presumed to trespass upon your time, had I not
believed that I might, in some degree, simplify the
matter, and enable you to see more e ly the
real state of the profession in this country, and the
paramount ts to be aimed at in the Imp:l'-.\n'-
ment of Medical Education, and the Reform of our
Medical Institutions, or rather their adaptation
to the present wants of the profession.

In submitting through you, Sir, my observations
to the profession, I am alzo not entirely without
the hu|u- that 1EJ\-} iy lead some of iy brethren
1l]||: nre |'|s::|l4_'||||i||£_-.r til]' the .‘-]Il't'iill :Ilh‘i'l'::lei il

B2




4 MEDICAL REFORM.

particular institutions, to take a more extended
view of the whole subjeet of Medieal Reform, and
unite their efforts to enable you to bring into
Parliament such a measure as shall prove at once
_ﬂ:|l:|:-1'.u'1u|'_|.' to the great |\|:|]:. of medical I
titioners and beneficial to the public,—and, 1 may
add, as shall improve their own institutions by
giving them the support of the whole profession.
‘llm-,.-u-]- this may be, you will find in the follow-
ing pages the unbiassed opinion of one who has
for many years directed his attention to the state
of the Medical Profession, and the means of im-
proving Medical Education in this country ; and
who has felt it to be in some degree his duty to
make his views known to you at a moment when
it is understood that the ground-work of a mea-
sure of Medical Reform, about to be: introduced
into Parlinment, is in course Iil]"lll'("|.h‘l]':l|.lil':lll-
From what has transpired of the plan of Medi-
eal Reform now under your consideration, it
would pear that the members of the medical
corporations are alone consulted on the subject,
and that they, as might be expected, are stremu-
ously exerting themselves to obtain all they can,—
each for hiz own institution; while the claims
and feelings of the great hody of the profession
seem likely to be lost sight of.  Permit me, how-

ever, most respectiully to remark, that it is the

General Practitioners whom a sound measure of

MEDICAL REFORM.

Medical Reform is enlenlated most to benefit 3 let
me remind you alse that it is they who are prin-
cipally calling for reform, and whao, believing that
rl..-_.- have little to exy at the hands of the pre-
sent medical bodies, look to the Legislature,

I’]I'I'l.l':lf_;'ll }lJLl. to i]llél]'l.—"'\-'? t]l"ir ]""“i Tl

It must, I think, be evident to every one who
gives the subject his unbiassed consideration, that
no scheme of Medical Reform
include ofl legal '|.L~.u'|i1i|m rs
prove satisfactory to the profession and the pub
or remove the source of the discontent and |
lonsy which have so long distracted the medic:
body, and tended to lower their chi rin the
estimat of the public.

In the evidence of some of the most distin-
gllihill'll |ll|_1'.-'il'j;|nr-' anid SUrZEOTS of this country,
before a Select Commitiee of the House of Com-
mons, it was stated, and, I think, with perfeet
truth, that no surgeon could practise surgery
successfully who was not acquainted with practi-
cal medicine, and that no man could be a i |

physician who was ignorant of surgery.®* With

respect to surgery, it might have n further

stated that much the greater part of the surgeon’s
practice is medieal ; that, as our knowledge of the

* Report from the Select Committer on Medical Educ
tion, e,
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animal economy and of the nature of disease in-
creases, the domain of what is strictly ealled sur-
gery becomes more circumseribed ; so that the
purely surgical duties of the surgeon will at no
distant ]It'l'[(]ll be limited, in a great measure, to
the management of accidents, and the perform-
ance of the operations required for the very few
diseases in which operations are really useful.
Indeed, it is well known that no surgeon out of
the Metropolis could live by his profession, were
he to re t his practice to surgery: even the
pr tice of the most exclusive London surgeons
is, I believe, more medical than surgical, in the
strict acceptation of the terms. If, then, the prac-
tice of the surgeon is chiefly medical, and the
Juh}':-\iui:m rm|11ire:s ta be :|i'I|I!:|iI'l1N| with EJT:tt'ﬁ-
cal surgery, while the great body of the profes
sion, the general practitioners, necessarily prac-
tise both medicine and surgery, —what rood reason
cam b igned for classing one small section of
the profession under a College of Physicians and
another under a College of Surgeons, while the
great body of the profession is left without any
bond of union, or any connexion with or interest
in those Institutions ?

I am far from wishing toimply by these remarks
that the |sr|;[i'p>i|3|| |||Ig]]! not to he SI']IHnlll'lE into
different departments. This must always be the

case in a Prnt‘u»il)n =0 extended as that of Medi-
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cine, and in which men possessed of various talents
and m-alnil'mne:nls will 1|i.~:~li:|1gl:|i.r~h themselves in
these departments for which their genius and in-
clinations best suit them :—there will always be
a certain proportion of physicians, who will be
consulted in the more strictly medical cases, and
of surgeons, who will be consulted in all cases
requiring operation, and in accidents; but by far
the greater part of the profession will continue,
as they are at present, to be occupied in the treat-
ment of both medical and surgical diseases. Such
an arrangement is advantageous to the profession
and beneficial to the publie.

Now, in any scheme of Medieal Reform, and
more especially in any Legislative measure, it
iz surely the General Practitioners, that is, the
great ]I(]-[i:.' of Medical Practitioners, that require
the chief consideration. By far the largest part
of the population is under their care, ineluding
that ].urli.un who are least capalile of judging of
the merits of their medieal attendants, and to
whom it is the especial duty of the Legislature to
extend its protection.

As it has been stated, in the evidence to which

I have just referred, and which will not be dis-

puted, that to practise any branch of medicine

suceessfully requires a knowledge of the whole
science, it necessarily follows that every medical
practitioner should pass throngh the course of
medical education deemed necessary for the gene-
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ral practitioner; and that those who desire to
confine themselves exclusively to medicine or sur-
gery ghould first ¢ the degree which qualifies
for general practice, and then devote a certain
period in aequiring that additional experience
and practical knowledge, and that manual dexte-
rity, which may qualify them for Consulting Phy-

sicians or Operating Surgeons, There will alws

be a sufficient number of the profession who will

possess a more extended ger education, and a
greater amount of medical instruction and expe-
rience than could at present be I'l‘llllil'l'd O ‘EX=
[h‘l:h'd of the whole |>l.u]].' of medical ]ll'i|1'rifif=11l'1'ri.
and who will consequently take the higher degree
of Doctor of Medicine. From thizs class will
naturally be selected Physicians and Surgeons to
}Ic\:=|+i1;|3-:, Liecturers in  the Medical Schools,
Examiners, &e. ; in short, this class would alone
be eligible to such honourable appointments as
will prove a sufficient stimulus to ensure an abun-
dant Fllp;-]!- of hig]ﬂ_l,' educated men as successors
to the Physicians and Surgeons of the present
day. And not only this: the facilities for
acquiring instruction in every branch of science
are increasing so rapidly, that the proportion
of medieal men who will take the lligln-l' de=
gree will no doubt angment from year to vear;
and, judging from the progress which has been
made in our own day, it will not be considered

a very extravagant ]ll'cdidiun that in the course
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of another '||::ll'-|-|-|;l||:-l\' the smaller proportion
only of medical graduates will stop at the lower
degree.

The first and most essential step in Medical
Reform is, unguestionably, the establishment of
a_good and uniform Epvcariox for the general
practitioner ; the second, that every practitioner
in medicine, whatever may be the department for
which he is destined, should qualify for the duties
of the general practitioner—that is, should take
the degree of Buehelur of Medicine, or what-
ever title he may be des ated |a_'.'.- {8 A pre-
liminary step to the higher degree of Ducier of
Medicine.

This I consider one of the cardinal points
of Medieal Reform, and one agninst which I
have never heard a single sound argument ad-
vanoced.

As by this regulation all would pass through
the first degree, so all would be lr]igi.hh-. for the
second or higher degree, by devoting an ad-
ditional period to acquiring a practical knowledge
of their profession, and submitting to the pre-
seribed tests.  Such a regulation would, at once,
do away with all just cause of jealousy between
the two grades of the profession, while the know-
ledge that at any future period he might take the
higher degree, would prove a powerful stimulus
to the general practitioner to keep up his know-

¢
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ledge with the progress of medical science. This
relation of the two grades of medical practitioners
IJl-i;n_;: ablished, there could be no \-_:nml FERSON

why men so closely connected by education, and

s0 intimately associated in the exercise of their

profession, should be ranged in different institu-
tions. It is surely more natural, and would, I
think, be infinitely more beneficial to the profes-
sion, that the whole should be included in one
institution. Make two classes of members in the
united body. Let those who take the higher
degree constitute the Fellows, and be alone eli-
_r_g'liu|u as officers for L‘ullt[nn'ﬂllg the affairs of the
corporation; while the general practitioners,
or Bachelors of Medicine, would constitute
the great body of Members, and have, under
such regulations as upon consideration might be
degmed proper, a vote in the election of the
officers.  As this rule would apply to all, and the
fellowship would be open to every member of the
hnl]_\; who che to qu;l]if}' himself for it |)!,' tul»:iug
the higher degree, no one could complain of being
excluded from the fellowship.—(WNote A.)

The whole profession would thus be united into
one body, while the present distinetion of p'hlre-i-
cian, surgeon, and general practitioner, would be
maintained, All just cause for the discontent at
present existing in the profession would ‘he' re-

moved.  The *“one faculty” and * representa-
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tive” system would be realized, without, in the
least degree, interfering with the present distine-
tions : gueh distinetions, on the contrs

be established upon the o gitimate ground—
that of more extended :nk'llil‘vlllrll’h. =o far from
such an arrangement ]n'i‘-ll.: caleulated to lower
the physician and surgeon to the level of the
general practitioner, as has, I think, been most er-
roneously urged, both classes would be raized by it.

The more the education of the general ]H‘il(l]riqlu'r

That such : Reform would
prove most beneficial to the profession generally
cannot, I think, admit of doubt. It would secure
a good and uniform education to every member
of the profession; it would knit the whole in
one bond of union, and by opening to every mem-
ber who chose to qualify himself the highest
degree in the ]n'c:fi sion and the highest offices in
the body corporate, it could not fail to raise the
character of the whole. It would elevate the
general practitioner in his own estimation, and in
that of the public. The public would know that
every member of this body must have had a good
education © while the |'DI‘.'||"IiI‘ic1II.|']' himself would
feel that he formed an integral part of the great
|~|||_:,' aof his ;uru:i-mlnu, the highest honours and
offices of which he might attain by qualifying

c2
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himself for them, and by I_'ﬂ‘.ll[lll'li]l;_'\' himself as
beecomes the member of an honourable profession,
He would have at once a direct stimulus to dili-
gence in hig profession and to upright conduct ;
while the knowledee that misconduct might lead
to expulsion from such a body would produce its
effect upon those on whom the dread of disgrace
operates more powerfully than the stimulus of
honourable reward,

A college of medicine so constituted, represent=
ing, it would, the whole profession, could not
fail to exercize a powerful moral influenee over its
member It would constitute urt of honour
from which there would be no appeal. Such a
court has long been wanted in the medical pro-
fession, and would tend powerfully to elevate its
character. And this I look upon as one of the
most important results of the union of the pro-
fession, Were any member, who conducted him-
self in a manner to bring disgrace upon himself
and his profession, to have his name erased from
the list of the general body, and be denied the

fer :
legal privileges granted to medical men, under

the sanction of the Secretary of State, his de-

struction as a medieal practitioner would be
inevitable. How different would be the effect of
1‘ru\i1|;: the name of & member from the list uf.‘lll_\'
of the present corporations !

The mere reform of the existing medical in-

MEDICAL REFORM.

stitutions would have small influence in tran-
quillizing t1 sent agitated state of the profes-
sion, e 1 pa 12l measure of reform
would do little for the reat ||:|i1}' I?|-III'.II'1i”iIIII"I'5.
On the <'1!|]|!‘.I.'I'.‘|'..E am inclined to believe that
such a limited reform would produce an injurious
effect upon the ]ll'ull'“-lull\ |_' i it temporary
:xl:|1|i§i[_l,' to institutions which are no .'|1|I|, as far
as I can see, canmot be ilIli'.lPtl_‘Ll to |'|‘=-:'4:.--\'|'.1 the
|||1||'|'.-«ti||||. a8 a '||c|d‘\'. Reform of the present me-
dical corporations would even be of little per-
manent 4u]‘.:|:][;:§_{|: to l]|4':.‘]_\|:|\'c--:; for it is :|':Ii1t!
certain that any reform of these bodies which has
not for its aim and end the good of the whole
profession, and the advant of the public, can-
not and (Jll_:_:l'd. not to endure. I would ask,
Sir, the advocates of such a [’iu'lEu[ IERENTE,
what are the great objects to be aimed at in re-
forming the present anomalous state of the medi-
cal profession in this country ! Is it not to im_
prove and equalize the edueation of medical men
throughout the country, in order that the public
may be supplied with competent medical advisers ?
Is it not to raise the character of the general
practitioner, and put an end to the discontent
which has so |r!!]_f_f wigted in the [?:'IJH'.'-.\iI?[]. o1
aceount of the III]('-]lI.H[ and ;.1!'"!'1':1“_\' illl|u'|‘l-c'rt
education of its members, and the vexatious regu-

lations ]'I‘HFkH‘Ei!].'_: the privileges of men licensed
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by different bodies; and, finally, is it not to unite
the whole profession into one corporate body 7
Can these objects be attained by reforming j:|:\}i_
tutions, the separate existence of which !;-m]_e to
keep up the very evils complained of, while they
exercise little or no beneficial influence on i]|-|;
profession? That the members of these bodies do
not see the impolicy as well as injustice of
attempting to limit the reform to a miserable
tension of their own l'l)l’!hll]’i:liﬂllk‘ |-1(-I|||ji;||‘r the
t hody af ETIET l e actitioners from any con-
nexion with them, does appear to an unbiassed
observer incomceivable. Such a union of the
whole profession as is here advocated must come ;
it is inevitable, because it is the only reform
which is consistent with the rm!||r;:l‘n1-rh-|‘ of
things, that is founded on justice, or ean place the
medical profession, as a thl'\', in the position
which it ought to hold among the other liberal
professions.
Seeing, therefore, that the profession must, if
not upon the present oceasion, at no distant
period of time, be united into one body, would it

not be wiser in the Colleges of Physicians and

of Burgeons to acquiesce at once in effecting such

a union, by putting their own united bodjes at
the head of it? 1 know it is the opinion of
many that & union of the profession may he
effected, and a * British Faculty of Mu:l'h'inc".:.;;“_
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stituted, without interfering with the Colleges of
Physicians and of Surgeons, the members of these
bodies being also members of the Faculty ; but such
an arrangément would only complicate the matter,
and would not, I suspect, be ultimately beneficial
to the colleges. If these bodies would profit by
their past experience, and look back upon what
took place in 18135, they waould, I think, see that
they were only consulting their own interests by
uniting and receiving into their united body 151!*
whole profession. They have now an opportunity
of preserving all that is worthy of preservation of
their institutions, and at the same time perform-
ing an essential service to the profession. If they
allow the present oee: ion to pass they may not
again he placed i vourable a position.
What they may now grant with a :l_[nul'l grace, and
which will be considered a boon by the profes-
sion, they may feel constrained to yield at no dis-
tant period: for unless a liberal and comprehen-
sive measure of Medical Reform be obtained now,
many years will not elapse before the sulbject will
be again agitated, and the whole ground will
have to be again gone over ; while, during the in-
terval, the discontent and 1Ii|.'|-l'l'illl:.;i, which have

existed in the profession, are not likely
to be diminished by the feeling of bitter disap-
].ui.mn.-m consequent upon the failure of the

present measure. 1f the colleges see their own
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real interest, the 'y will reflect serion ly before they
op chl#l‘!hc-;lm |-|.|i|||- of the profession, -(Note B. il

Having stated the prineiples upon which, as it
appears to me, a sound Medical Reform ought to
be grounded, I proceed to state briefly haw the
arrangement of the profession which I hayve sug-
gested may be ace omplished,

The first and most important part of any leris-
lative measure for the improvement of the medical
profession should be directed to secure a good
and uniform education for medieal ]:rm-ﬁ!il::n.-rs
over the whole kingdom, I agree with Professor
Kidd, and with, indeed, the gene lly-expressed
desire of the profession, that there “]l;)llll[ ha es-
tablished in each of the capitals of the three divi-
sions of the kingdom, One Board, and one only,
for examining and Iicensi sing all medieal practi-
tioners, and, I would add, with the power also
of granting degrees.® Sucha hoard should, in my

opinion, be composed of men of general science

, Dr. Kidd has =-I|p|r.l o
Medical Reform in & manner which must secure him

the esteem and gratitude of every liberal member of his pro-
festion
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and literature ns well as medical men,—so as to
be capable of judging of the scientific and literary
acquirements as well as the medical attainments
of candidates for desrrees

In London there exists an institution alrendy
in operation, which might ‘Ilpllh such a board,
I refer to the Univ sity of London. This in-
stitution I consider, in its present state, extremely
defective. The number of Fellows, thirty-Tive, is
too numercus for an executive body, and not suf-
ficient to admit of the formation of an effective
executive couneil. Accordingly, the working of
the University has been very difficult, and its de-
cigions often most u i r pro-
portion of its membe ul l]w— chiefly from the
want of that deliberate consideration and calm
diseussion, which a more limited and responsible
body necessarily exercises. To render this insti-
tution efficient, the Fellows should be inereased
to a number sufficiently large to admit of their
electing from among themselves a council, consist-
ing of fixed proportions of the different Faculties,
for conducting the ordinary affiirs of the
University. Were the new Fellows chosen on
account of their charneter and reputation in the
different departments of Literatureand Science, of
Medicine and of Law, there would be no difficulty
in selecting from the whole number such an

executive council as would be satisf ctory to the
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profeszion, and o guarantee to the Government
that the interests of the public were sufficiently
atten to.

Were the University of London so constituted,
I can see no valid objection to its being the body
for testing the candidates and granting degrees in
London. The regulations respecting the amount
of E;:-:-Jim'inur}' edueation, the eourse of medical
study, and the mode of conducting examinations,
adopted by the University of London, may no doubt
I i:1|'l.]'|:u'\l'||,1' but even as at present existing,

ilations are, I believe, e I, if not supe-

rior to those of any other institution for
medical de s in this or any other e
That the University of London has not en
fulfilled the |'X]l\'c'li|lit1llr‘~ of the [al:lr]'u', is not {m'i)l_::
to the regulations respecting edueat ion, but to the
defective structure of the institution.  Let this be
remedied, and the University of London will
prove a most useful institution, It has nin“.ul!.'
done much to raise the education in the public
seminaries throughout the kingdom, and may do
much more, if well organized.®

of London, fa
AN T wish is, that su
h of the three g
with the
nd with the Medical Cor-
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ch a Board |!u\'i||_;_-_- power to examine and
grant Degrees in Arts and Law, as well as in
Medicine, I consider a great advantage. The
edueation of medical men has hitherto been
too exclugively medieal ; — an error which the
University of London has laboured to eorrect by
making the preliminary edueation of the candi-
date for Degr in Arts, in Law, and Medicine
the same.
There would be no difficulty in establishing
such an institution as the ['nil‘a-a':-irl\ of London
in Dublin and Edinburgh. The colleges of phy-

siclans and surgeons of those eities would sup

the medical members ; and there is no dearth of

literary and scientific men, nor of lawyers, from
whom to choose the other members of such an in-
stitution. Nor is it NECESSATY that the selection
in Ireland and Scotland should be confined to the
|'.'|;Ji1.'1]:-‘. Men eminent in science and literature
might be selected from all parts of the country.
As Universities already exist in Edinburgh and
Dublin, they might perhaps be so connected with
the new ]lur!_\'. s to grant the deg without
the ne “-\:iil‘_L' of ¢ ting & new IJ]ﬁTJ']‘ril}'.

The regulations resarding education, the mode
of testing candidates, &c., would, of eourse, require
to be the sume in all the institutions.

rJ‘I“ll\]'lJI[l;\'.\.E(J]|. ]I|:r|:l|_g|':cnzl the |ii|l_:_{l]1Hn, wonld

he subject to the same regulations, and all the mem-
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bers would have to [HiEs through one or other of the
three

cation and tests of pre LY ]lr:iu;{ the same for

xamining Boards, or Universities. The edu-

all, all would of course ¢ njoy the same privileges
of practising in any part of the British dominions.

In addition to the three Examining Bodies, or
Universities, a Central Board would probably be
ne ry for fixing and assimil r the eourse of
education, preliminary and med ind for making
such changes in the subjects of study, and mode of
exnmining, &e., as may become necessary in the
progress of science, It is L'1~|'.n:'!|_-d that the
Government have the intention of establishing
such a body ; to be composed part ly of medical, :|:|1\||
| men. Sucha Board, if well

organized, would, I believe, be of great utility in

[ml‘r|\' of non-met

the country. It would constitute a Board of Re-
ference to the Government in all matters reluting
to the ]-lllallt' health, as well as o Board for ey
lating Medical Education.

I have thus given an outline of n scheme of
Medical Reform, which I believe would be satis-
factory to a great majority of the profession, and
would effect all the good that can be expected
from any rational measure of Reform. That the
interest and privileges of the existing institutions
would be trenched upon thereby is certain ; but no
essential reform can be effected without this heing
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and on all such oeeasions the publie good,
and the good of the greater body seeking and re-
quiring reform, must be the first paramonnt
consideration. These institutions may have been
suited to the state of the profession at the period
of their formation ; they have been useful in their
day, and have doubtless done much good,—but if
they are found to be no longer adapted to the im-
proved condition of the profession, they ought
.‘LI.1'|'|}'11| be so & :|]|1e'l1_

In effecting the necessary changes, every en-
deavour should be made to disturb as little as
possible the present arrangements and interests
of these bodies: while, on the other hand, the
members should recollect that those institutions

good of the

Were m-i-_[in.'ull}- established for the
profession generally, and the benefit of the publie ;
and that if they are no longer caleulated to effect
these objects, they ought tobe remodelled to meet

the at i']l:ll’i_,'_"l-} which have t:

of time.

With respect to the Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeons, 1 believe, that, so far from being in-
jured by a union, they would be benefited ; and
their financial resources would, I believe, be
gn-:lii}' '||||]||'nu-rf, The whaole F)l"I)E“l'hhil\-:] 1|¢-i]|_5_|:

registered in the united body, there would be

abundance of funds, even by a small registration-
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fes, for maintaining, and even inereasing the
Muszeums and Libraries attached to those institu-
I‘ic|||.\, and also 1‘|:'|' '|'|'||l:l4t|l,".'|':1i||.£ |:'|'[|4H,-r:- r:i' 1.!Ir'
first eminence for giving annual courses of lee-
tures to the e gion upon the higher 1|1']| t
ments of medical science, and the sciences more
immediately connected with medicine.  What-
ever objections, therefore, may be made to the
union of the Colleges on the plea of its proving
injurious to them, I hold to be groundless: on
the contrary, I believe the r interests of these
institutions as scientific bodies, and their ||li]i1:.'
in the profession, would be materially promoted
by their union.

With regard to individuals affected by the
c]mr;gu-, their interests would of course be re-
spected ; all persons ]Lo|t!i11_:_'; official appointments
for life would have the income arising from such
;|PE\|J§1I1IIL|'IL1.~¢ g1l:t1'.|1l1t'd'l|, ora !JT\J]I()I‘! ionate com-
pensation granted to them.

That difficulties would present themselves in
effecting the union of the Colleges of Physici
and Surceons in each division of the kin
there ean be no doubt ; but there can, I think, be
as little doubt that these difficulties would soon
disappear, were the members of those Institutions
disposed to make mutual concessions, and to con-
sider the good of the profession as the great
ohjeet to be attained. Were the Government to

MEDICAL REFORM. 23

decide that the whole medieal ||=_'||I'-'-.~'in51 shall be
incorporated into one body, and that to this body
only would be grante arter of incorp

tion, I |'.II'IIll_'|. bielieve all ob 5 to the union of
the Colleges would soon be removed ; and thatin
the course of a very few vears we should see the
united institutions exercising an influence on the
character of the ]-1-.\I'|"':~Eu11 and on the progress of
medical science, far beyond what the present
corporations ever did, or ever could do, in their

separate capacities.

As my intention was merely to give a general

teh of the kind and amount of Med Reform
requi or rather to state the principles upon
which it appears to me such reform should be
based,—I shall refer only very briefly to a few
points of minor importance.

In speaking of the Medical Corporations I have
said |!-11|:i1|:_; of the ;\]hnlhn-:'nri:-:.’ ‘:"mi"‘“.‘» be-
cause by the union of the profession into one
body it would naturally cease to exist as a sepa-
rate institution, its members ||c-i||-__[ inc'nl'pul'”[url
in the united body.

That the _-\.||uIF]w:u'i!-. Company has well per-

formed the duties imposed upon it is g Iy

admitted, It has more than ;u-.-mui.]j.'l..-:l all

that was expected of it : but the progress of me-

dieal science since that ('nln|l:|m- was  instituted
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renders it unfitted for the present time, and its
longer continuance is not only unnecessary, but
would, I believe, prove a positive injury to the
profession.

The separation of Pharmacy from Medicine is
a ]:cu'!:l st |'m|_x_:|!.' insisted on im:.' some, while h_\
others it is considered impracticable in the pre-
sent state of the |lr1-|‘u-.~».-inﬁ. Such s separation
exists in almost every ot her country, and Ull?'{]li,
and I have no doubt will do so in England at no
distant period.  The separation has indeed already
commenced ; and if the general practitioner is
placed in that position in the professional body
which he has a right to expect, it will soon be
complete.® Negative legislation would probably
effect the separation without much disturbance to
the present state of things,

Were the druggists and chemists to restriet
themselves to what is their proper business, that
of preparing and dispensing medicines, the sepa-
ration of pharmacy from medicine would be greatly
facilitated.  Regulations respecting the prelimi-
nary education of the druggists, and their being
submitted to a practical examination regarding
their knowledge of drugs and pharmaceutical

chemistry, before they are permitted to dispense

soriplions are. sent to Drug
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medicines, are absolutely requisite for the safety

There is a class of practitioners of greater im-
portance to the well-being of society than is gene-
rally believed, who are much in need of reform,
and who I trust will not be overlooked on the pre-
sent oceasion. I refer to Midwives, who in this

itry are in & f:x'|r- alile state of 1

I'he suppression of Quackery is a point insisted
on by some writers on medical reform.  With re-
spect to quack medicines, the Government, I think,
onzht to refuse all patents for such nostrums.  If
a valuable medicine or remedy is discovered,
let it be imvesti «d by some anthorized boiy,
or persons ; and if found really to deserve this, let
1}:c‘ i:H'\'I:1-:Ir ar llitl'nn er b rewarded III.'I'1I'|'|.1i'II_‘E:
to its value, or the suppression of individual
quackery, I doubt much the propriety of adopting
any direct 1 glative measures, IJI'!I_'|' the J'i;_r]|1-
and privileges of professional men to all but re-

ihed and licensed pra titioners, and
be left to

o very i‘l"\'.' et

ical Relorm as a

mensure of state polity.

Those whe do not understand the subject are
disposed to regard M form a2 a matter
which concerns the medical profession only, and

therefore consider it deserving of little considera-
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tion, So far is this from being the ease, that
the public is really more interested in it than
the profession ; as upon the character and know-
ledge of medieal practitioners depends in a great
derree the health of the {'.l!l]]tllllll““\'. Were the
:-ulls'lia: better informed respecting the cnuses and
progress of diseases, t]u-],' would know that one
half of the diseases with which mankind arve af-
flicted might be prevented by common prudence,
and that when diseases make their attack they
might generally be deprived of half their violence
by a knowledge of, and attention to, their premo-
nitory signs and first symptoms.  This is the only
kind of medical knowledge useful to the public.
Teach them how they may preserve their health ;
make them acquainted with the causes of dizeases,
and the best means of preventing them, and teach
them to know the first symptoms of disease, in

order that y may apply for medical advice

when it is of most avail,—and they will po

all the medieal knowledge which they can make
good use of. T notice this subject here, because I
helieve that a sound reform of medieal education
would tend powerfully to bring about so desirable
astate of things. All sound medical knowledge
must proceed from the profession in the first in-
stance, and until medical men are instructed in
that hitherto most negleeted part of medical edu-
cation, Hysiesg, the public can have no correct

MEDICAL REFORM.

views of the means of preserving health, and pre-
Viewing, therefore, the subject of Medical Re-
form in all its bearings,—the beneficial influence
which it is o i 2 n the public
health, on the character and utility of the medical
wm, and on the progress of sound medical

. annot but regard it as an 1m-

portant part of our domestic polity, and well de-
serving the attentive cgnsideration of the Legis-
lature : and I venture to : re you, Sir, that if
you suceeed in establishing a measure of Medical
Reform based upon sound prineiples, you will con-
fer a lasting benefit upon your country,—a benefit
which will continue to be felt when many of the
measures which are at this moment execiting so
much interest, and attracting so la rge a share of

[rll]lli1‘ attention, shall cease to be remembered.
I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your very obedient humble servant,

JAMES CLARK.

Brook Streer, Jume 13, 1842,
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