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This illustrated record of events in the month of June, 1940, is not
o War Iary, [t is concerned with the route of march and some
of the experiences of B officers and men who were taken
prisoner afier the collapse in France.

Rrge [h: British troops kit in France were the Slst
iSO svision, and also remnants
and “rﬂ IJmsmrls, who, topether with some Lines
troops, had been hastily formed into the
. After the German thrust across the Somme
orting the French who were still in command, were
westwards. Although T‘ﬂrlol'lhc Slst D
“Beauman'' Divisions m
anncl ports, the remainder of the foree,
i i which thus covered
srong German
5 i ceased, and
were on the general line from 5t Valery en
-five miles up the River Seine from
The actions commemorated in these
ped by .t]'l(lﬂlull b.ul»s e representative of many such that
were fought between the Belgian frontier and the Seine, but which
must remain unchroniched until regimental histories are again
brought up to date.

So the last scatiered remmnanis of the British an
France were capured
into captivity
adventures |

M

v fighting in
their manch
mall partics. had thrilling
ch the 563 or 1o join up with lagger
v travelled on some part of the rowle
y here described, the exception being a few who travelled
by way of Amdens ai or Luxembourg. The majority of
British officers had I'L ied **Oftag Y11 C** by July Tth, |.I||I|. Oaher
Ranks had been distributed mmong various *“Sialags.”’ But from
penerlisation lel us pass on 1o the personal reminiscences of a
Prisoner of War.

In small parties we gmdually merged into the main rowe—
I L, St. Pel, Bethune, Soclin (France): Towurnai, Renaix, Ninove,
5t. Nicholns (Belgium); Hulst, Walsoorden (Hollam Wesel,
Hemer, *'Oflag VII C'" (Germany). Dig of o (is, b
carrying all we possessed of clothing and cquipment on o backs,
always tired and often hunpry and dispirited, we began the awful
trek, which, with litthe respite, was to go on day after day for a
manth.

£

At first there was litlle or no food: this was not the fault of the
German escon, who were as badly off themselves, but simply the
inevitable result of the speed of their advance through France. How
we contrived to exist, and even later to be well fed is indescribable
bere. Those with the instinet of self-preservation most strongly
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developed quickly collected a litthe store of necessities, the first
and foremost being a tin or mug to serve for both eating and drink-
ing. By degrees everyone was “‘equipped,** often in a most bizarne
fashion, and even the dullest had leamt to guard his possessions
Jealously.

The daily march of sixteen to twenty mils seemed longer (han
ever 'when our tired feel struck milss of cobbled road, while the
exhausting German practice of manching for three hours without a
balt, added its g to our iroubles. Our tram ¢ existence had
become almost 4 matter of course. We slept in our clothes, but on
the whale in pre fvely better circumstances. 'We alept variously,
in open Belds, barns, churches, schools, faciories and barracks, in
the grandstands of racecourses and running tracks, and in the cells
of a civil prison. Mights spent huddled together in fields, in the
pouring rain without any cover, afler a twenty-mile march and with
another to come, are not casily forgotten. Sometines the nightly
eld 200 to 300 officers and 4,000 to 5000 men, Brish
Fremch, At an early stage, tin hats, knives, and what remained of
any warlike amicles had been taken away. After Doullens, officers
and men were mostly in separate camps; occasionally the men were
caught sight of on the march, on the Rhine barges, and on German
trains, and a brief exchange of smiles and b ings wis possible,
This separation from his memn, and hi ¢ 1o o anything for
them, was |'\-er"\:|p1 the first thing which brought home to every
officer the invidious nature of captivity.

improved a3 we got further away from
The early momning scramble for a Hitle
if possible to shave, gave place 10 the

P! * on the racecolrse at S1. Pol and the
cold shower-baths of Tournai prison, The moming cup of black,
unsweetened acorn coffee, with British rafion bitcuits (2 podsend),
and the evening meal of watery soup was supplemented by mecals
provided by townspeople, for example, at Bethune; by purchases
from civileans and sometimes by penérous gifts of eggs, bulter,
chocolase, sugar, ham, and fraii, as at Doullens, Tournai, Ninove,
and Si, Nicholas. These who had the opperiunity to make purchases
divided the spoils among their friemds. Although the amaunt for
each was small, it was enough to make all the difference.

Marching through the Somme country, the absence of desiruction
was most impressive, especially to those who had known it in the
Great War, Here and there were a fow dead, o few deserted guns, a
village machine-gunned, a house destroyed by bomibs, the burnt-out
remains of an acroplane, a bridge demolished, but it was Impassible
to believe that a few days before war had swept over those smiling
fiebds and nntouched villages: they were, however, empty of civilians,
and cattle and horses roamed wild, wretched cows crying out to be
relieved of their milk. Mor was there any sign of wanton destruction.

Nove: The maps aré nel deawn b scale, and Someé
minor peographical details may mot be atricily
aecurale, a3 these hod fo be drawn from memory,
The ronte of the march {v coloured red Nrougk-
out.  Esch camp is marked by a “'barbed-wire
enclosure™ and given a few words of deseription.

Even though our march may have avoided the scencs of the worst
damage—and some towns and villiges were heavily shelled and
bombed—it had been a merciful campaign companed with 1914-18,
when over miles and miles of this very couniry not a tree stood,
scarcely a blade of grass survived, nor was ome brick left upon
anather.

In the still populated districts many civilians showed us great
kindnesa. A showt of ey Amghefs would spread throwgh the 1own,
and old women and girls came running beside us, ofien in tears,
thrusting a bit of bread and butter, a few lumps of sugar, a cup
of coffee, or wine and water, into our hands, Guards kept our
columns always on the move, but cur gratitede cannot have been
lost 1o those kindly souls who, having themselves just bost all, did
not forget vz, And there were the farmers® daughters at Domart,
ministering angels indeed, and the poor women of Tournad, and of
other large towns, who collected our money and shopping lists at
ihe prison gates and unwearingly brought back our purchases and
change, The peaple in the mining districts showed a fine spinit;
forgetful of their own needs, they stood for hours by the roadside,
handing out pathetic lntle packets of food; that first stick of chubarb
eaten raw with a few lumps of sugar was nectar. For many of us
b r day is memorable. Having marched rather further
g sum, our column halted in a field where
the inhabitents of a French mining town had collected pails of hot
coffee, food, and oddments of every deseription. These were cagerly
pressed upon us with kind words of encouragemnent, a scene which
was repeated as successive columns passed through this place.

From the mining villages of France we marched into Belgium,
At first the people ignored our exisience, lool mostly sullen and
hastile, but in the districts north of Brussels they were mone sym-
pathetic. In Holland we entered a very friendly atmosphere. Gifts
of food, soup, and chocolate were distributed, payment always being
reflssed except for bread. (The newly-baked Dutch loaves we bought
were i great treat.y  After a torrible journey of two-and-a-half days
up the Rhing, packed like sardines in & former pleasure steamer, we
disembarked at Wiescl.

We were in Germany., People lined the streets or gazed from their
windows regarding us in silence, but there were no hostile demon-
strations during our journcy through the Rhincland and Wesiphalia
into Bavaria. Throughout the march, and until within a few hours
of our destination, we had the French always with us, and of course
in numbers far greater than our own. Our séparation from them
only really became definite afler we entered Germany, and we
actually saw the last of one another at Hemer,

Some day the story of *‘the march®* may be writtlen—perhaps it
never will be—in any case it will not be forgoticn by those of us who
were there. L.CH.
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