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United Dervices Dedical Society.

THE MEDICAL SERVICE WITH LORD METHUEN'S
FORCE DURING THE ADVANCHE ON EIMBERLEY, 1899.

By LirvTexant-Conowprn C, H. BURTCHAELL,

Hoyal Army Medical Corps.

THis paper is the outcome of an invitation to bring before a
meeting of the United Services Medical boclely some ]12';1{:1.jr;-,'|
example of the work and tactical dispositions of field medical units.
The operations of the force under Liord Methuen's command,
during the advance on Kimberley, 15899—the First Division South
African Field Foree—were selected as suitable for ihe purpose be-
cause : (1) that period was the only phase of the South African
War in which a division, and later an augmented division, fought
a series of actions with its medical service eomplete in numbers
and composition in accordance with the scale laid down in war
establishments of the day; (2) a number of incidents in the mediecal
narrative of those operations sufficiently well indicate prl:u-ip]u;
which must always apply in the working of the medical service in
war irrespective of the exact composition or nomenclature of its
field units, or the general tactical situations in which those unite
may be employed; (3) as a matter of purely Corps interest it
appeared to be worth while to endeavour to bring into one record
the scattered information and references relating to the work
accomplished by the officers, non-commissioned officers and men
of the Corps who at that time formed part of the First Division,
and whose services met with approbation in many diverse quarters ;
(4) a more or less detailed narrative of this period of the South
African War may induce others to put together the history of the
work of the Medical Bervice in other actions in which the Corps
11il-| 4'|1|il|_.||}' IE!CIE'I_.l].l '||‘|,'I"II'II:.

The official account submitted during the War by Colonel .
Townsend, P.M.O. First Division, of the manner in which the
wounded were disposed of from the fight at Belmont up to the
action of Magersfontein forms the basis of this narrative. That
account has already been published in the “ Report on the Medical
Arrangements in the South Afriean War,” by Surgeon-General Sir
W. D. Wilson, K.C.M.G. Maps showing the position of the
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medical units during the various actions have not previously been
produced, and moreover, the work of the Rerimental Medical
Service bas not been recorded. In order to verify or locate the
exact positions occupied by medical units, and to obtain notes of
incidents in connection with the Medical Service, of historical or

personal interest, a number of officers were written to recently !
with the result that thirty-three officers of the Royal Army Medical |
Corps and Royal Navy Medical Service, including fourteen out of |
the eighteen officers who served with regimental units in the firing '
line, have contributed to, or confirmed the incidents about to be |
recorded. |

Before relating the events during the advance from Orange i

tiver it is desirable to refer to (1) the change which has taken
place in the organization of the field medical units since the South |
African War and (2) the developments on the Cape Town- J
Kimberley line before the concentration of Lord Methuen's force. '!
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(1) Changes whick have taken place in the Organization of the

Field Medical Units since the South African War. !
The above table gives the composition of the present field
ambulance and of the old bearer company and field hospital. The
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upper portion of the table shows the earrying eapacity of the bearer
division of a field ambulance and of a bearer company. It will be
observed that the former has eighteen stretchers with six bearers
each as compared fo the eight stretchers with four bearers each
of a bearer company. The number of ambulance wagons and
personnel to accompany them is the same, but the earrying capacity
of the ambulance wagon has been raised as regards lying-down
cases from two to foar. The bearer company had a defimite
personnel and equipment for the formation of a dressing-station
and collecting-sfation. The bearer division of & field ambulance
has, within it=elf, no such personnel, which when required has
to be l‘.-t'ﬁ".'f-:lu-u] by a tent sub-division or l:-ut'liutl: of one. The
lower part of the table shows the three tent sub-divisions of a field
ambulance and the personnel of a field hospital divided mto two.
The division of a field hospital into two halves was recognized
s 1I";i1.i]]'.‘."‘.|_.t'! II!'I_!‘I_'I"I(]II]'E! “'!!!_!]i II.I:!IH'!-\.FIH""-'. I.]..‘]JL.' ]'J(:-Zi]'[l'.. f.“ note
specially is, that a whole field hospital equals almost exactly two
tent sub-divisions of a field ambulance, as 1t will then be easy to
estimate how many tent sub-divisions would have been at work
during the various actions to be described, if the present orgamz-
ation had been in existence. Taking the medical units as being
in direct relation to the largest formations within a division, 1.e.,
the infantry brigades, and leaving out for the moment the other
organizations known colleetively as divisional troops, we find that
each of the two infantry brigades in the old division had attached
to it a bearer company and a field hospital, and in addition to those
four units there was one other field hospital available in the
division which was known as the divisional troops field hospital.
The present division has three infantry brigades, and three field
ambulances which are divisional troops and altogether independent
of the brigades. When three brigades were brought together under
the old system, as, for example, at the battle of Magersfontein,
there were available three such organizations as fhat shown in the
table under Bearer Company and Field Hospital and in addition
the field hospital of the divisional troops. Consequently, if the
bearer company personnel shown as fthe collecting station and
dressing station be taken down to the blank space in the field
hospital part of the table and the deficiency in the hm-;‘.l'it?li (tent)
portion of personnel be made up to the present standard from the
divisional field hospital;it will be found that the personnel avail-
able in the field for hospital or *tent” purposes under the
old and the new organizations is approximately the same. But
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there has been a large increase in the strength of the divisional
troops. So the present division, with the exeeption of the mncrease
of bearers per stretcher, who are only partially trained men, is rela-

li"""l."' weaker 1 fAeld medical amb Eu'—1‘.~:nr;ru-| than a division made

up to a strength of three infantry brigades on the old system.
A collecting station' under the old organization was a point to

vl

ich wounded were carried by streteher-bearers of the bearer
company and from which they were carried by ambulance wagons
to the dressing station. A dressing station, where splints, &e¢., were
fixed and
the collecting station and the field hospital, which, in turn, was
supposed to be able to treat and feed the wounded and provide
for all their requirements until they were evacuated to the line

regtoratives administered, was a half-way honse between

of communication hospitals, When the field ambulance organiza-
tion was introduced, the collecting station, as a defined point in
the scheme for the removal of wounded from the field, disappeared.
It has recently I'L.':lj*l‘l-.-‘al:".‘nﬂ. in the shape aof an advanced dressing
station, not for theoretical reasons, but because in the medical
manceuvees of 1910, and in nearly all medical exercises in the
field, the occasional necessity for some such post was obvious and
the only difficalty was to find a snitable term for it.

One other point is worth mentioning. When the present field
ambulances were made divisional units, under the direct command
at all times of the officer commanding the R.AM.C. in a division,
many officers thonght the arransement a very bad one when com-
pared with the old system of a bearer company and field hospital
as brigade units under command of the brigade commander. But
under the regulations relating to those units it was optional for a
G.0.C. Division to detach them from their brigades and place them
at the disposal of the P.M.O. should cirenmstances make that course
desirable. As a matter of fact during all the actions to which this
narrative refers the brigade bearer companies and feld hospitals
were controlled and directed altogether hl‘-' the P.M.0). 50 long as
fichting lasted and wounded had to be disposed of. This came

about sutomatically in the ordinary course of the work to be done
and not on account of the rerulations mentioned above. When the
wounded had been evacuated the units went back to their brigades.
Generally speaking that arrangement had many advantages. 1t

1 Tn the Prussian orcanization du » the Franco-Praszian war, this station

was known as the Sammelplatz, or furthest point to which it was expedient to

i;.|';':|_: ;.|;;i |'||||'|' WAEONS,




will be noticed later on that i the Arst march from ﬂ!';l:t;v River
all the medical units marched together, and at the battle of
Belmont and the later actions they were in no way tied up under
brigade or localized eontrol.

{2y Developmenids on the Cape Town-IKimberley line before
the concentration of Lord Methuen's force.

About the middle of September when it was decided to send
detachments of troops to Kimberley, Orange River, and De Aar,
tha L:l||efir].'u.-ilt of twao feld h-:;-h}.‘]l;l.]r:- stored at Il':‘.||-.' Town was
drawn and divided into four sections afferwards known as Nos. 1
2, 3 and 4 Sections Cape Field Hospital. The personnel was

provided by reinforcements of Hoyal Army Medical Corps wh

1
ch

arrived at the Cape during beptember and partly by the Cape
Medical Staff Corps. These sections were nobt moved from Cape
Town until after war broke out.

n Hla|-le'r||}1g'|' 19 the ]'.!':l-c:..];llglrlu"l'.i: and four f'-'-|::1lm:u|_::-; of
Loyal North Liancashire Regiment, detachments of II.G.A., R.E.,
AS . and Lieutenant C. J. O'Gorman with two !-:.-:'ju-.'{:'_:-, and
three - privates RAM.C., went fo Kimberley. The other half
battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Begiment and details
and Captain D. D. S8hanahan, one N.C.0. and one private R.A.M.C.,
went to Orange River. De Aar was occupied by a small force

the

about the same time. The medical equipment for the Orange
River force was as follows : One pair field medical panniers, one
field medical i'-'-ll'.:_l'.l:l.:;i-:lll, haversack and water-bottle, a box con-
taining extra dressings, medicines and medical comforts, and one
il]];':}]l]j’,‘:]l!l: Wagon with mules. No tents wers ]l!'ll\';l.!.I!I], and no
cooking arrangements were made for the sick. These if required
were to be provided by the troops. There were practically no sick,
and not a single case of illness was sent to the base prior to the
concentration of Liord Methuen's force.

October 11.—The time allowed by President Kruger's ultimatum

expired at 5 p.m.

October 14, Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Sections Cape Field Hospital, under

}[;1_i.-1' H. P. Birch and Lieutenants . B. ['l'ir:!1 and W. H. S.

._l‘\;i;'|\|'|'3-'|}.'|l ;“'!":'-,'g"|'-| Ak []‘-:' ,-"|_:I"I '-u".'l‘:|_‘:|':: [h-:' :'.;Z'i.l'l".:'wI Tl 'n:=.-| .;Zl'l."l'l i?T-.'t'l ':L--.-'-.;_

during the preceding few d

October 14-15.—Raillway and telegraph line destroyed North

and South of Kimberley, and the garrison there cut off.
Lanc

October 14-18.—The 9th ers arrived at Orange Biver [rom

AT
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India. As this regiment was equipped on the Indan scale,! Captain
J. V. Forrest who was in medical charge had with him an assistant
surgeon and a native ward servant.

Detober 15.—1st Northumberland Fusiliers arrived at Orange
River from De Aar.

October 17.—No. 1 Seetion Cape Field Hospifal arrived at
Orange River: personnel, Major H. P. Birch, 1 W.0,, 1 Serjeant,
9 rank and file, R.AM.C. This was the first hospital of any kind
at Orange River. It was established in a few small houses at the
back of the railway station, and partly in tents. Beds were impro-
vised out of wooden railway sleepers. There was an ample supply
of blankets and medical comforts. The sick were few and the
arrangements met all requirements. '

Detober 20.—The South African Field force commemced to
embark at Southampton (the Army Reserve was called ont on
Oetober T)

November 3.—Colonel Hall's Brigade 18th, 62nd, 75th Batteries
Royal Field Artillery arrived at Orange River between October 28,
and November 3.

November 4.—No. 2 Beection Cape Field Hospital which had
been sent to Naauwpoort on Oetober 27, returned to De Aar and
there joined No. 4 Section, which arrived at De Aar from Cape
Town on October 23. No. 3 Section went to Stormberg on October
27 and did not again return to the western line of rail.

November 6. —Reconnaissance from Orange River fowards Bel-
mont by 9th Lancers, 2 Companies M.I. (Northumberland Fusiliers
and Loyal North Laneashire Regiment), 2 guns, B.F.A. Medical
arrangements. —Captains J. V. Forrest and D. D. Shanahan,
R.AM.C.; four stretcher squads M.I.; two ambulance wagons
with wagon orderlies ; regimental medical equipment and medical

comforts carried in ambulance wagon. The stretcher squads were
the only dismounted troops. They were carried 1n the ambulance
WRZOns, but as the pace Was fast and the roads and tracks bad,
the mules were completely done up from the heavy weight they
had to -ii:';t:_;. o easualties.

November 9.—A reconnaissance was made with the same force
beyond Belmont to the vicimity of Enslin. Beveral raillway culverts

¥ siretoher-bean

! Several of rg had been employed on hospital

in India and were very useful, especially during the later stages of the

duties

wir when the subo

inate medical |'-i'-l-:I-'"-'| with mounted ecolumnsg was YEIY
mcarre,  They werd often left alone in charge of wonnded at tarme, &e., unkil

the wounded could be removed.
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were found destroyed. There was no opposition. The force
bivonacked near Witteputs. The same medical arrangements were
made, but on this occasion the stretcher-bearers were mounted,
No. 4 carrying the stretcher in a rifle bucket. On the morning
of the 10th the enemy, with guns, were met east of Belmont.
One officer was killed ; three officers (one fatally) and four men were
wonnded. When in touch with the Boers, the stretcher-bearers
dismounted—No. 4 held the horses, and the three other bearers,
with a stretcher, kept in touch with the troops. The wounded
were carried in the ambulance wWagons to the ]':Li]\h'lL}'. and sent back
to Orange River in a train which had brought out reinforcements.
The floor of the truck in which the wounded were placed was
covered with heather, which made a soft, springy mattress.

CONCENTRATION AT ORANGE LIVER.

On November 9 Tiord Methuen, with the headquarters of
the 1st Division, First Army Corps, disembarked at Cape Town,
and the transports of the Army Corps began to arrive. Owing
to the situation in Natal the 2nd Infantry Brigade and the artillery
of the First Division were sent on to Durban, and the Guards
Brigade, with its field hospital and bearer company, and the Field
|[r]-,-:1]i[a] of the Divisional Troops, alone remained. Lord Methuen
received instructions to organize a new brigade from the infantry
battalions already at De Aar and Orange Hiver, and, when ready,
to advance rapidly on Kimberley. The 18th, 62nd, and 75th
Ratteries . F.A. at De Aar and Orange River were to take the
place of his original divisional artillery sent to Natal. This
rearrangement of troops naturally caused a general upset in the
mobilization allotment of medical units.

On November 12 Lord Methuen arrived at Orange River, and
began to organize his force. The new 9th Brigade was formed by the
1st Northumberland Fusiliers, 2nd Northamptonshire, 2nd King's
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, and half of the 1st Loyal North
Liancashire J_h:{l_:igm:!:l_‘_ The Divisional Field T?(H—-E’Iit:‘tl, First Divi-
sion (Major F. A. Harris) was allotted to this brigade, and a bearer
company was provided by withdrawing No. 3 Bearer Company
(Major R. G. Hanley) from the Highland Brigade, which was con-
{:ul]il‘;lLill;i about De Asr and was not |'e!|1‘.lil‘-.'il i1]LIIIr={‘liﬁTt'lj‘ to take
the field. The Divisional Field Hospital thus diverted to what was
considered the more important position in the force was replaced by
Nos. 2 and 4 Sections of the Cape Field Hospitals, under Major




Greenway, R.AM.C., and Surgeon-Major J. H. Cox, C.M.8.C.,
which had been doing the work of a local temporary hospital at
De Aar. This field hospital only accompanied the division on the
advance as far as Fincham’s, where No. 10 Field Hospital (originally
mobilized for the Highland Brigade) joined and became the Divi-
sional Field Hospital, First Division. The sections of the Cape
Field Hospital then returned (November 22) to Orvange River. The
medical units withdrawn from the Highland Brigade were replaced
by a bearer company manned by the Cape Volunteer Medical Staff
Corps under Lientenant-Colonel E. B. Hartley, V.C., Cape Mounted
Rifles, and by the field hospital originally allotted as the Divisional
Field Hospital, SBecond Division. That division was then given
the field hospital for Corps Troops, First Army Corps.

No. 3 Bearer Company, which became the 9th Brigade Bearer
Company, arrived without its ambulance wagons, which were not
embarked on the same transport as the personnel. It had to be
fitted out at Orange River with buck wagons converted into
ambulance wagons, and it started with only three fully equipped
ambulance wagons which were with the regimental units at Orange
tiver before the concentration.

T'o provide medical officers for the infantry of the 9th Brigade,
Captain D. D. Shanahan was posted to the Northumberland
Fusiliers ; Lieutenant Crisp, from No. 2 Section Cape Field Hos-
prtal, to the Yorkshire Light Infantry; and Lieutenant W. Jagger
was sent up from No. 1 General Hospital at Wynberg for the
half battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. Lieutenant
li. L. Munn came ont from England with the 2nd Battalion
Northamptonshire Regiment, which was one of the battalions
mobilized for the line of communication of the Army Corps.

Lieutenant A. H. Benson, Militin Medical Staff Corps, arrived
from Cape Town, and was posted to No. 1 Section, Cape Field
Hospital, at Orange River.

During the concentration period all regimental stretcher-bearers
were instructed daily in first aid.

Commanding officers were directed to ascertain that all officers
and men were 1n possession of a first field dressing.

Officers in medical charge of regimental units were directed to
report any deficiencies in stretcher-bearers, stretchers, or medical
equipment, and that their units were in possession of field hospital
supply eases, i.e., regimental medical comforts.

Divisional orders were published directing that all bright parts
of swords (not |Jl:ll]|;::=}. ]J:l}'EJ!L::tH, scabbards, and buttons were t

e,



be painted or coloured khaki, and that officers were to be equipped
like the men—the equipment to be obtained from casualties. Some
of the |{|1_‘!'.’|| .-I'tl'rll_'n' Medieal '['m']'-:«; otficers with ]'t-:__-irm-n‘::-_l units,
who, under this order, wore the regulation equipment, found the
pouches useful for v;u‘r:,‘in; an extra supply of bandages.,

On November 19, when the general [r'--[|;:|':-.li.:1.:4. were almost
complete, a medieal inspection of all officers, N.C.O.5 and men was
held. Medical officers were divected to take this opportunity to
see that everyone was in possession of a first field dressing.

On November 20, the Division was ready, and the troops which
had not already done so moved into bivouac on the north side of
the Orange River.

Transport was provided for two blan
walf a 1.'.'iLl-.'."|:1'L'-|LII sheat per

kets and one waterproof
sheet per officer, and one blanket and 1
man. No other personal luggage was allowed.

Tents were not to be carried, but field hospitals were allowed
half scale for sick, i.e., 13 C.T.D. 112 1b. and 3 C.T.5. 80 1b. tents.

Bearer ["'I.':':|'I:1|I::I..‘- and field hosnitals also took L!]!I,'l';i_l].]'l;_-\_" tents.

Arrangements were made to send by rail, when feasible, the full

scale of baggage and tents.

ADVARCE FPROM ORANGE RIVER.

On November 21, the Division® marched at 4.30 a.m. in two lines

to Fincham’s Farm :—

V' The Brigades and Divisional Troops were composed of the following units :—

or (fuards Brigade. ik Brigada.

o
ards, 15t Horthumberland Fusilior

' 1=t |.'j'-.| North Lancazhirg,
Ind Northampton
: 2nd King's Own X
AL 5.0, Detachment A.8.C.

DivEsiosaL TROOPS

n ¥ Bouth Wales Lancors.,
Detachment AS.C.

Fienn HoOSPITAL.
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(1) 9th Lancers, Guards Brigade, 9th Brigade, one company
Royal Munster Fusiliers, along the rmlway line.

(2) The Royal Field Artillery and the 5.A.A. carts of the
brigades, 2 Bearer Companies, 3 Field Hospitals, Supply and
Ammunition Columns, on the Hopetown-Witteputs Road. Dis-
tance about 9 miles.

The camping ground was a very good one, with an excellent
water supply in a reservoir filled from a well. Owing to informa-
tion which gave rise to a suspicion that the water supply on this line
of advance might be poisoned with eyanide of potassium, the authori-
ties at Cape Town supplied to certain units small tin cases con-
taining the reagents and directions for the Frussian blue test. Af
Fincham'’s the Lioyal North Lancashire Regiment recerved an alarm-
ing report that the water was poisoned, and [dentenant Jagger was
aroused from sleep and asked to test it. He had not heard of the
hox of reagents, so, with only visions of Prussian blue but with a
definite knowledge of a possible sudden death, he realized the
psychological moment of his career had come and that a physiolo-
aical test was the only thing to save the battalion. He drank the
water and retired fo sleep.

November 22.—Liord Methuen, accompamed by his Staff, In-
fantry Brigade Commanders, the C.R.A., CR.E,, the P.M.O. and
his secretary, started from Fincham's at 4 a.m. and reconnoitred
the enemy’s position at Belmont from the top of a kopje close to
Thomas's Farm. The General having decided on lus plan of
attack, Thomas's Farm was noted as a smtable site for field hospi-
tals. Leaving the mounnted infantry to hold the ;:I'-:]l:l!‘.ui in thea
vicinity of the farm, the Staff returned, and arrived at Fincham'’s
at 8 a.m. It was during this reconnaissance that Lord Methuen
named the prominent features of the Belmont kopjes, Table
Mountain, Mount Blane, and Sugar Lioaf.

About 9 a.m. the enemy opened fire on the mounted infantry
round Belmont, and early in the afternoon brought two guns into
action. These suns were withdrawn on coming under fire from
the 18th Battery R.F.A., which had moved up rapidly from
Fincham's. Two men were slightly wounded. They returned to
duty after their wounds had been dressed by Major H. L. Battersby,
in medical charege BHF. A,

Orders for the attack on the 23rd were 1ssued during the |]:|.:.'.
The Division moved at 4.30 pm. to Thomas's Farm, where the
hend of the column arrived at dusk, but the rear ;_{u:tt'l] with two
ambulance wagons, under Lieutenant Fell, did not get in till 9 p.m.
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The area available for the bivouac was small, and the medical units,
‘1 common with others, had difficulty in finding their places n
the dark.

The Naval Brigade, consisting of 18 officers, 354 other ranks
with 4 naval 12-pounder guns, joined the Division in the after-
noon. Its medical establishment was 3 medical officers, 3 sick
herth attendants, 10 stretchers with 40 stokers as bearers. These
stokers were picked men from various ships who had been instrocted
at the Cape in stretcher drill and first aid by Fleet Surgeon J.
Porter. The stretcher squads were equipped with field surgical

haversacks and a Naval field chest.

Barrie oF BELMoxT, NovEMBER 23, 1809.

At 2 am. the troops were preparing to move from their
bivouacs. The Guards Brigade passed the Ganger's Hut about
390 g.m. the advance of the Srd Grenadier Guards and Scots
Guards being directed towards Gun Hill. The 9th Brigade crossed
the railway line near the station, a little later, the leading battalions,
the Northumberland Fusiliers and Northamptons being directed
towards Table Mountain. Just as day was breaking and when the
firing lines of the Scots Guards and Grenadier Guards were close to
the points of attack, as shown on the map, the enemy opened fire all
along the line. Many casnalties oceurred in the first few minates,
some bullets passing over the leading companies and catching those
in rear.

Within 25 minutes the Guards had captured Grenadier Hill
and very shortly afterwards the Oth Bricade were in possession
of the western crest of Table Mountain. The enemy held on to
the far side of that hill for some time and also kept up a fire
from Mount Blane. The Naval guns and R.F.A. shelled that
point. Eventually both brigades grossed the walley to the east
of Table Mountain. The 1st Coldstream Guards, supported by
half the 2nd Coldstream Guards, eaptured the Razor Back. DBy
G.10 a.m. the last height was cleared and the enemy’s laager was
seen trekking away in a north-casterly direction. By 10.30 a.m,
the fighting troops were back in the camp at the farm.

MThe total casualfies were :—

Cfficer o a K o
Other ank alh 270
i, 245 PR
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Twenty-two wounded Boers were picked up on the kopjes.

The Grenadier Guards suffered the heaviest loss: 1 officer and
21 men killed, 8 officers and 106 men wounded. The Scots
Guards lost 10 killed and 33 wounded, and the Northumberland
Fusiliers 12 (2 officers) |{::]]|,-c]| and 40 wonnded. |

Regimental Medical Service—The following description by
Captain Profeit, in medical charge of the Grenadier Guards, is more
or less typical of what oceurred in the other battalions that came
under severe fire :

“When orders were received on the 22nd that an attack was
to be made on the Belmont position at dawn on the 23¢d, I saw
that all the medical equipment was packed in the Scotch cart,
and the driver placed under my orders. The stretcher-bearers
were served out with 5.B. armlets and told that as soon as the
battalion crossed the railway line they were to remove the
stretchers from the cart and fall in. The field companion was
to be carried by the corporal, the surgical haversack by another
orderly, and the water-bottles by the men in t!!l-‘i'l"'._f"l’. of particular
stretchers.

* Aboui 3.30 a.m. on the 23rd we moved towards the ]'u',:-ci[i.:.'n,
the Scotch cart |{|_~|-[|E::_u in close touch with the battalion. When
the raillway line was crossed the bearers ook the stretchers from
the cart and fell in under me. Very soon we were over a slight
rise in the ground and the Boers at once opened fire, the whole
range of kopjes to the left front and right flank seemed alive with
fire. Many bullets were flying about, so the stretcher squads were
extended and moved up behind the battalion. As the attack
developed they further extended to search for wounded and to
render first aid. There were many casualties about a thousand
:.'u_r':]:-,: from Grenadier TTi”, which |;l'-]-L I |_I|_|:-i:'.' till the I':]'in;;
slackened. The orderly corporal remained with me, and I attended
to the most severely wonnded men, attaching tallies and noting
the position and severity of the wounds. Soon, however, I had
news that there were a large number of wounded lying under
Grenadier Hill. When I got there men secemed to be lying about
in scores, and it looked as if there was work for half a dozen
medical officers. However, I set to work and rendered what aid
[ could, applying tourniquets and using up all the dressings in the

field companion, and as many first field dressings as could be found.
As T tied up the wounds the corporal jul.le-li down on the tallies
the kind of wound, and if a tourniquet had been applied. This
went on until we had done about twenty cases, then the work

W




13

and hurry to get the men off the field necessitated this regulation
hl.-in;_{’ Tiven o, and tha {!iJI'F?I_IE'iIl was sent to render first aid himself,
and give many who were shouting for it a drink of water. Writing
notes about casezs on the field 18 a waste of time where large
nambers of men have fo be dealt with, and even attaching different
coloured tallies to E-CI-.!_-IIi!l-I‘,' the severity of the wound had much

better be done in the dressing stations.

“ The two essentials most vividly 1impressed on my mind were
the relief of pain and thirst. Luckily we had plenty of water
in the water-bottles to give a sip to those who most needed it.
A 2.0z, bottle of morphia solution and a good hypodermic syringe
are invaluable.

“ Later the bearer company, under Captain Beach, came up
with some wagons and began to clear the field near Grenadier
Hill. As I was not required he asked me o get on my pony and
gee if the Coldstream Guards had many wounded, and to tell the
medical officers with those battalions that wagons were on their
way to remove their wounded. As scon as I had done this, I went
back to the bivouae, and then on to the field hospital at Thomas's

When the 1lst Battalion Coldstream (suards was extended to
attack the Razor Back, a staff officer rode up fo [IiLlH’.:liII qullu_-r,
R.AM.C., and requested him to send all the regimental bearers
to Grenadier Hill. They were sent, and Captain Hooper, with the
I ntal medical lr:l!'|1.u‘:t|, alone dealt with the casualties in the
battalion (nine killed and nineteen wounded), which were later
taken over by the Guavds DBrigade Bearer Company. Three
wounded Boers were found near Kaffir's Kop Farm, one a com-
pound fracture of the thigh; two had been dressed by their own side.

Colonel Gough’s force, consisting of two squadrons 9th Lancers
and some mounted infantry, moved out at 4 a.m., erossed the railway
line north of Belmont Station, and advanced at a gallop in an easterly
direction. ']",-_.-_1!- were soon checlked ||j.' & strong party of Boers and
suffered three or four casualties. These were carried ]Ij' the regi-
mental bearers to cover under the railway embankment, and Captain
J. V. Forrest, RAM.C., in medical charge 9th Liancers, sent a
mounted orderly to the station for an ambulance wagon. Moving
north this force overtook two Boer ox ambulance Wagons with two

doctors' and some sick attendants, but no !‘-;lli-!'lltn. '["!'Lc:}' wWers

L O ol r':~,-,--c: c':r_u_-‘_r:ur-x WS O |":.:,i|'.':|1:||';_':'| l_"!'.'l.l.:.'ll:'l.t:' 'n.'-'|'||:| 'rL;'LJ_l :.;-a'_-';'.'c'\_; in :_'_--,.g
Volunteers and was a contemporary of Captain Forrest,
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brought back to Belmont but allowed to go soon afterwards. Some
wounded mounted infantry were brooght in on these Boer ambu-
lanee wagons.

The Assistant Surgeon of the 9th Lancers accompanied the
mounted troops which went round to the south of the position.
There were no casualties.

Medical Units.—All the medical units received verbal instroe-
tions! from the P.M.0O. on the evening of the 22nd as to the general
dispositions to be adopted during the figsht. The bearer companies
were to follow their brigades. The Guards and 9ih Brigade Field
Hospitals were to open at Thomas's Farm, and the Divisional Field
Hospital to stand fast in reserve in the vicinity of the farm.

The 9th Brigade Field Hospital bivouacked at the farm on the
night of the 22nd, but the Guards Field Hospital, unable to reach
it that evening, owing to darkness and the congested state of the
tracks leading to it, did not arrive there until early mMorning on
the 23rd. Both units made all preparations to receive wounded,
while the troops were moving ont to the attack.

Bearer |"_'.-.,.,.,-‘n-r;;-,q'pg_--"l’h.;; (nards I"iri._l_-j.zx]e: Bearer Com ANy
followed the brigade to the junction of the road between Thomas's
Farm and the Ganger's Hut, and there halted. Directly firing
began the whole unit moved to the railway line. The ambulance
wagons were unable to cross until a party from the railway con-
struction train came up and filled in some ditches on each side of
the line, but the stretcher squads, under Captain Beach and
Tientenant Hodgson, followed the troops. A dressing station was
opened at the Ganger's Hut and a collecting station established
near the southern point of Grenadier Hill. A good many wounded
walked back to the dressing station. The ambulance wagons were
at first used between the collecting station, and other pesitions on
the field, and the dressing station. When about thirty wounded
were collected at the latter, half of the ambulance wagons were
nsed for conveying them to the field hospitals. Cases which were
satisfactorily dressed and did not require further attention at the
dressing station were sent straight on to Thomas's farm.

The 9th Brigade Bearer Company moved off behind the rear
battalion of the brizade and halted on the road leading from the
farm to the railway station. When Grenadier Hill was captured
the enemy were atill 'hu'luiini_f on Lo 20me lnuinl::w' on the left of their

ns of a rough sketch

i On the 22nd the Brigade Major 9th Brigade by me
explained to the officers of the bearer company of that brigade the general !.lJlll'l.

of atiack.




position, which made any movement of medical units on that flank
unsafe. Colonel Townsend, therefore, ordered (by mounted officer)
two :|.r||hl,||:|,:1-:'-e! wagons and two stretcher ~'-,'-|l:|:1||:~| to move on to the
field via the Ganger's Hut. This party set up a collecting station
west of Gun Hill. Shortly afterwards, when the road was safe, the
remainder of the bearer company moved up to Belmont railway
station, and there opened a dressing station which received wounded
from that collecting station and direct from the field. At first
wounded were sent from the railway station to the field hospitals
at the farm, but, about 8 a.m., when 1t was evident that there was
no danger of a counter attack from the north, the Divisional Field
Hospital was ordered to open at the station and take over the
wounded already there and those coming in from the field. There
was a track fit for wagons from the station to Gun Hill.

Field Hospitals.—At the station, the goods shed, which held
about 20 cases on stretehers, and the verandah on the platform were
used to accommodate wounded.

At the farm several small rooms were available, and also an
adjoining school-house ; some of the rooms were nsed for wounded
officers, and one was arranged as an operating room. The frst
casnalties to reach the farm were slightly wounded men, who walked
back from the fight and arrived there about 7 a.m. Bubsequently,
ambulance wagons arrived in rapid succession from the Ganger's
Hut and from the railway station. All the field hospital store
wagons were off-loaded and sent out to assist in carrying wounded.
By 1 p.m. 253 wounded were in the field hospitals, 172 at the
farm, and 81 at the station (59 British and 22 Boers). Amongst
these there were 14 officers, including Major-General R. 5. R.
Fetherstonhaugh, commanding the 9th Brigade, at the farm, and
one officer and Mr. E. F. Knight, the war correspondent of the
Morning Post, at the station. Fifteen slightly wounded remained
with their units and were not admitted to hospital. The officers
of the bearer L'{]I.I]]:]i.il'lil‘?j and some of the mediecal officers of 1'4=gi—
mental units assisted at the field hospitals which were at work
throughout the afterncon and evening. The number of cases ol
fracture of the thigh was larger than in later actions. At the
request of Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Magill the Royal Engineers
made a dozen long wooden thigh splints for the Guards DBrigade
Field Hospital. These splints were specially made thicker and
broader than the usual thigh splint, and some of them not used
at the time, proved very useful in subsequent engagements.

Several major operations were necessary, including two amputa-
tions of the thigh and one through the shonlder-joint.
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Medical supplies to replace dressings expended during the day
were wired for.

Geneva Convention—Soon after the troops withdrew from the
kopjes, a Boer wearing a Red Cross badge on hig arm rode into the
dressing station at Belmont Station. He said he had come to
inquire how his wounded were getting on, and proceeded to go
round the twenty odd cases (Boers) there. A signaller at the
station, thinking the wvisitor was rather casual, signalled the
incident to his chief. A reply came back directing the Boer to
be bronght to divisional headquarters. He was there interrogated
and, although at first suspected of being a spy, he was eventually
allowed to go. The circumstances are worth noting becanse the
officer in charge of a dressing station or hospital should detain an
unknown visttor from the enemy and communicate with the intelli-
gence or other officer competent to deal with the matter.

November 24.—The wounded awaiting evacnation numbered
212 Brntish and 20 Boers, total 232, Of the 253 admitted to the
field hospitals 9 were discharged to duty, and 12, ine
l.ii!:-ig.

No. 2 Ambulance Train (Captain C.C. Fleming, R.A.M.C.),
which bad been wired for and despatched from Cape Town at
2 p.m. on the 22nd, arrived at Belmont at 530 a.m. It was loaded
during the morning with 5 officers and 107 others—British and
Boers—all slight or less severe cases, and some sick. Abount 1 p.m.
it started for Orange River. A wire was despatched notifyving its
departure and asking for stretcher-bearers to be in readiness to
unload 1t. There was little unnecessary delay at Orange River
and the train returned at once to Belmont, where it arvived at
8 pm. The remaining wounded, nearly a
waiting at the station laid cut in rows on the platform and in the
goods shed. The work of loading was slow and difficult owing to
the darkness and the number of bad cases, such as fracture of the

uding 2 Boers,

| serons cases, were

thigh, &e.; however, the train got away successfully soon after
10 pom.—*line clear' for Wynberg., It took 14 officers and 106
others, total 120. There was only lying-down accommodation
for 96, so there was serious overcrowding up to Orange River,

where 18 of the least serious cases were -:'Il'u:-lxlleld, and the train
1-|'--|:|*-.-:'|.1-ﬂ to Cape Town with 102 -:L'lllg:-c']'ull'.u:tr and .L-:_-%'f.-]'a.r]],.’
wounded. One officer and 2 men (wounds of head, abdomen, and
spine) died on board next day.

The Division, with the exception of the Scots Gnards, two
companies Royal Munster Fusiliers, the naval guns, and the




medical units, had moved on at 3 p.m. to Swinkpan, north-
east of Belmont, and about 8 miles from Thomas’s Farm.

Two mmbulance (buck) wagons and two stretcher squads of the
9th Brigade Bearer Company, under Lientenant Fell, B.A.M.C.,
accompanied the division, and the 9th Brigade Field Hospital,
atter handing over its wounded to the Divisional Field Hospital at
Belmont Station for entraining, followed the division and reached
Swinkpan two hours after dusk.

When the last of the wounded were disposed of, the Guards
Brigade Field Hospital and Bearer Company bivouacked at the
station with the Divisional Field Hospital and 9th Brigade Bearer
Company, and Colonel Townsend decided to march with these units
af 2 a.m., when the moon rose. to cateh up the division. An earlier
start he considered inadvisable as the night was very dark, there
was no guide, and the mules, working all day earrying wounded
to the station, were not outspanned until 9 p-m. and were already
done up. It was after 11 p.1m. when the ]_"'!!:I'HL'[IJ]UJ. gobt to rest 1o
their bivouacs after a hard day’s work.

The enemy were located during the march of the division to
Swinkpan, and about 9 p-m. the Chief Staff Officer told Tientenant
Fell that there would be a fisht the next day, and gave him an
order directing ithe officer commanding the 2nd Battalion North-
amptonshire Regiment to provide blankets and men to act as
stretcher-bearers in case the bearer companies did not arrive in
time. Lord Methuen sent a note to Colonel Townsend, by a
mounted messenger, asking him to send on blankets and stretchers
as soon as possible. Colonel Townsend received this note about
midnight. He detained the messenger, and at once issued orders
for all the medical units to march from Belmont at 1 a.m.

At this stage of the campaign inspanning at night was a tedions
proceeding, and on this oceasion it took longer than was anticipated ;
however, the column was on the move at 1.30 a.m. It consisted
of 17 officers, 182 other ranks, 40 vehicles, 20 horses, 310 mules,
and a number of native drivers. The N.C.0s and men were
carried in the amlualance wagons. The night was very dark, the
road was bad, and the guide, as usual, but slightly acquainted with
it, led the convoy on to a wrong track with the result that an
ambnlance wagon full of men was upset when crossing some rough
ground to regain the road.

The bivouac of the division was reached about 4 am. The
advanced guard had already moved off. The water supply at
Swinkpan consisted of two small dams, which contained more

2
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mud than water, and an attempt to water the mules met with
but httle suceess, as what water there was many of the animals
refused to drink. The resnlt of this, and the diffieulty of obtaining

water :.-.Z-I_' []I!' water-carts, ‘.'."”] II'I' sEen I!,::I I OIl.

AcTion AT GRASPAN, NovEMBER 25, 1599,

The Lieutenant-General was gre: leased at the prompt
reburn of the medical units. He explained the sitnation and plan
of action to the P.M.O. The Naval Brigade, supported by the

Uth Brigade, was to attack the south-eastern end of

I
d

il
&1
Ll

the enemvy's
position on the Ii':.";!:-'|':|||-|-C-:3u".'.;1;'!-_l:- k yjpjes. The Guoards Brigade
with all the baggage was to move towards the railway line at
Fnslin.

The advanced

Maval Brisade—moved off from Swink-

pan at 330 a.m., the 9th Brigade, with which went
Lientenant Fell's 1 of the bearer company and the
9th Brigade Field Hospital. The Guards Brigade Bearer Company

and Field Hospital rejoined their brizade on arcival at ?“"-.‘.'ilﬂ{f':'lrh
and the Divizional Field Hozpital was orderad to follow the Guards

i:l':_'_cfl'i.'-' fo Enslin, The 9th Briecade Bearer E':llll]':ln_'." moved on
at once to calch up its brigade, which it did .»:]::-r‘.!l'.' before the
assanlt on the Ii.-l:'r.-:_

The attacking troops were in touch with the enemy about

7 a.m. They had then been marching over three hours across

rough ground, there was a scorching sun and the men were parched
with thirst. The main attack was carried out and the position

r:Li-lI]‘.':'-i by the Naval Brigade, the Lioyal North Lanecashire B

were exposed fo a very hot fire ai
and the frontal fire confinued until 25 yards from the crest of the
L:IE il'. The MNawval Brigade, which consisted of 10 othcers, 1)
Royal Marines, and 55 Bluejackets, lost 3 officers killed and

1 eross fire from within 700 yards,

3 wounded (one mortally), 7 men killed and 86 wounded (four
morvtally). Nearly all the petty officers and N.C.0.s8 were either

killed or wounded. Some who were wounded during the :H'l[lt'-l:!.-c-h
8 I

e to crawl towards

were struck again where they fell ; some were al

an ant-heap or tuflt of grass; others when wounded struggled on.

Laentenant Jones, Royal Marine Light Infantry, hit in the thigh,

l:'.-ll'illl:lli Lo !::!-.E his men on to I_;'n' I-.-]l -!-|- thi ]-;::'l'l_in;-_ 'l'hn,' 1:|.:||'|-;-

North Lancashire Regiment one killed and 20 wounded. The total

casnalties were :—

e e e e e e e
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The sfretcher squads of the 9th Brigade Bearer Company
Captain C. W. K. Healy, followed the attacking troops a
lished a collecting station 1,000 yards east of the point
]l_'-u' L-."!l.' '.\::'L"\.':l] ]':I'Es-_!':!l]-:. rI.I'Il: rest of |_||::_L 'I!‘;il_ |'|:|'::-'::| 17
station one mile south of the -'-.-'I|-L-rc'.|i|1;_r station. When tl

developed the 9th Brigade Field Hospital received orders from
Colonel Townsend to ]'-I'll::i-:-i to raspan Eudhing

preparations for entraining

and there o

them so soon as an opportunity oceurred. The wounded unable to
walk were bronght to the dressing station and sent on in ambu-
lance wagons and off-loaded buck wagons to the field hospital
chout ]

work, the night mareh, the journey on to the field, the work

the day. The ambulance mules, after the previous

1n <.'~'li|-.'t.:lill;.; the wounded and the want of water, were done to

turn. and |-_1.' the afternoon many of them counld hardls ];,---_-r: 011
their [eet.

Clons: -'i:'.a-:‘.L|_'«.', when darkness came on there were still forty-four
bad cases at the dressing station which could not be sent to the
field hospital. These patients were made as comfortable as possible
on stretchers and under cover of the operating tent. Owing to
miscarriage of a message and the state of the mules, there was no
water and very few rations available at the dressing station. Major

of 1t, smid that for many hours, not

Hanlev, who was in

having a -El-..-|l of clean water to dissolve the morphia tabl
hypodermic injections, he had to place the tabloids under the
men s Longnes. All he had to .-|.-11|-'L::5:-.':'.. the bovrl., milk and

b

=

brandy were three tins of lunch biscuits, which he ¢

Among Lhc '.'.'-C'ni'.!'.n'.,l:,l-l wWiao Were '.'l'_:‘-|'-:_'-1 OTLE |I|'t' blalall
100 L

and they also fired some shells at

inst the

The enemy's guns were

armoured train on the railwa)
the Guards ]'h'i;:l.ﬂr. This bri:

at one period of the day, but did not come into action. A party

le was diverted towards the atta

from the bearer company under Captain Beach helped at
lecting station. The enemy retreated after the capture of
main position, and the troops went into bivouac just north of
the pan at Rooilsagte and to the west of Enslin Station—the
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Divisional Field Hospital and Guards Brigade Bearer Company
at the former, the Guards Brigade Field Hospital at the latter.
There was a windlass and bucket well at Enslin with a very hmted
supply of good water.

A Boer hospital, established at a small house south of the high
L'r_!pin south-east of Enslin Station, was |,':L'r|1.'.1!'|:-:1. In it wera [hil‘t}'
wounded Boers and a man of the Lioyal North Lancashire Regi-
ment who was wo

medical officers, some hospita

unded on the 23rd. There were alzo several Boer

| attendants, a wacon filled with
medical materials and a limber containing surgical and veterinary
instruments.

The following accounts of the Regimental Medical BService
ht and the work of the Field Hospital at Graspan
siding are interesting :

Fleet-Surgeon Porter and the stoker bearers followed close 1n
rear of the fiing line and did their work under the hottest fire.
'rom the top of the kopje (i.e., the point eaptured by the Nawval

during the fi

Brigade) we could see the surgeons and their orderlies already
moving amongst the wounded. Already the collecting place for
wounded had been formed, and backwards and forwards toiled the
stretcher-men in the terrible heat with their human burdens.
Coming down, the men lent o hand 1n getting their messmates to
the ambulance. Kach man's ery was for water. One man mortally
wonnded and with one arm smashed, anable to pull out the stopper,
had bitten off the metal neck of s water-bottle 1n the agony of
thirst and pain.!

Lieutenant Walter Jagger, R.AM.C., Loyal North Lancashire
Reeiment, dezeribed his « .H'Pl-]'i-.'ru'e'w thus -—

* Having been detamned behind when the companies were
et to the battalion.
The firing at the moment became exceedingly furious, and my pony
wias shot, The stretcher-bearers were '.'.ix':ri_‘-'.-'u'll.'l rated, and we had
pply the first field dressing as hard
as we could go. There was absolutely no eover, and the stretcher-

deploying I had to gallop along the line to

o

=
¥
1

5, and to a

to leave the stretel

bearers were warned to exercise great eauntion when moving about

to render first axd. We had to dress the casunalties while lying
down ourselves—the fire was very heavy. Immediately we moved

we drew fire, and 16 was impossible for more than one man to go to
their aid ot a time: consequently we got scatfered amongst the
K.0.Y.L.I, Northumberland Fusiliers and Loyal North Lan-

the South African War, 1809.1900." by Lientenant

L
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cashires, dressing all we could. While splinting and dressing a
compound fracture of thigh, I was hit through the haversack. An
officer shot in the lung and thigh was unaware of the wound in the
lang. I dressed many casualties on the kopje, then retorned to help

in loading the ai wagons of 9th Brigade Bearer Company

until all were Thera were a few left when an officer with
some mounted troops returned from the richt flank. He warned
s we were not sale as the enemy were near, and offered me an
EatOrt. Illi!i-i, |:f COUNrsae, ] I'-'|'.I:-C:-|:| |_';! |-";l:"_'_:"'l_| '_:H.'li[l:, ol Freal i."|'|1'|.".]'r_-
ance), 45 I knew I was sater withoul one. He hnd ]|';,;'.1||_'-. gona
before the enemy fired on us. Later I reported the incident to
Liord Methuen. We were fired on from a Cape cart with o Red
e

Cross flag which was going East from Rooilaagte. The Adjutant
Lioyal North Lancashire had lent me his pony to come in on.

[ started the last ambulance w mounted to go, when the

just in front of my knee: 1
] ]

1]

ot off and him back to bivouae dead lame.

lzd
Capt in J. V. Forrest, R AMLC., oave the following narrative :—

“ One squadron 9th Lancers and 2 companies M.I., went off

north-west and I accompanied this party. My assistant surgeon
went with the other party to the north-east. By & circnitons route
we gobt on to the north side of the Boer position and took up &
oSt in zome hills abont 3 miles south-west of f[r"ur‘n-l'._' Nest Kloof
Station overlookine the wvast EX LTI of veldt which runs almost
withont a break down to the Medder River. From here we saw
the Boer w BOONS :-.':.-J'J.“: and trelk off, We oot mmte helio com-
munication with the other s nadrons which had gone north-east.

Liater, when a serious attempt was being made to cut off our line of

ed on onr li

retreat, we ret of advance towards 2 small post
formed earlier in the day to provide for this very contingency.

*A party of sharp-shooters who had crawled down under
cover of the railway embankment accelerated mathers, and I soon
fonnd mysell belping & man with a fractured thich off his horse.
To avoud drawing fire, I sent my pony along with the stretcher-

bearers and the squadron, and told the stretcher-bearers to come

back when they conld. Having extracted the Martini-Henry bullet

[rom the mner side of the man's thizh, I fixed him up with the

=

means at my |5'..-_Ll:-~':| , using his lanece as a longz splint (the carbine

he horse gone). On i-:-;;;in;_: up, I fonnd

:i'Jl"iI'I',.f on the saddle and

that I was no longer alone, but in the direct line of retirement
of a Boer commando. The advanced party was preparing to do
a little snap-shooting, when an older warrior shouted out, * Nit
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schiessen " and n a few minutes I was surrounded by a large
crowd examining a ‘ khaki® at close quarters for the first time. As
I L-.‘u‘l-|:lirh--:1l who 1 was, &, to the field-cornet, I found the
younger bloods were rapidly helping themselves to my spurs and
leggings. They were however dropped like hot irom on my
appealing to the field-cornet.

Their curiosity being satisfied, the retirement was continued in
driblets. They told me that they had shot somebody else, and
pointed over the vast plain, and said, “ Somewhere about there.”
Lieaving my friend lying, I picked up the monkey-box, and pro-
ceeded to search. IEventually I found my stretcher-bearers coming
back to look for me. (They still carvied their carbines and
had had a little scrap on their own on the way) We opened
out to look for the other case, but had to ;_'i'u- It up to find the

first man vin before it got dark. Some kind Boer, knowing how

easy it is to miss a certain point on the vast veldt, had taken the

lance off the man's thigh, and stuck it in the ground end up as a
landmark ; and had it not been for that, I should 11|-;:||;1]-|i'_1,- have
lost him, too, for I noticed the lance well away on the fank of

the direction In which we were moving. I had the thigh case
carried to the railway line, and sent my orvderly along the line

ko t;.‘"l*-CEZI:I:l 'ﬂ.ftll a note to the nearest bearer company |‘.u,- A

ambulance waron. This man was not brought in ti1ll the following
morning. The casualties with the other party were brought in by
ambulance wagon sent on verbal requisition. We failed to find
the other man next day.”!

Hospital at Graspan Siding.—The 9th Brigade Field
Hospital arrived at Graspan about 9 a.m., and opened close alongside
o {"‘[‘-LT:ilin!] tent I.:..El']'.l'l..l il equipped ; staff told

the ri Ly
off ; kitchen got ready ; latrines and refuse trenches dug ; water-carts
refilled from water-tanks, brought up the raillway line on trucks.
There was no water obtainable locally. ‘The field h._mimjm[ kitehen
was improvised with two iron rails from the railway siding, and
answered well, as coal was obtainable at the siding and from the
locomotives ; hot water was now and then obtainable from a
locomotive,

At first only a few, but eventually all, hospital tents were
]'ill.'.il.l.ll.fll :'I.I:]l.|. l.'-|i.li'['r]:ll.:l:|.. r]ulll,'l'-g‘ Was & -;'{-1'[53'_]'” :1||1|_H||'|L (:.[ OVer-
crowding as only half scale of tents was carried.

The wounded were brought in by the bearer company ambulance

o T I'-.'-i-,'- was found ;:'_'\-' Lk [lll?.]’d] about three months later with wounds in

the head and abdomen.
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wagons and by off-loaded buck wagons of the field hospital which
that the
ules were

were gent ont to the collecting station when it was s

ambunlance wasons were not sufficient and that their m
done up. Some empty supply wagons were also sent out by the
A.B.C

By mnightfall, when darkness and the state ¢ f the mules

L{ L|, LHEre  AWwoere =t

Prevents

wonnded

There was no for the wounded, as the
ficld hospital carries
the supply column was within reach.

The |“-|||-*- al of the dead—Dbronght in and died in hospital
;!|'|'i!rl_:l:'=. for | ki the ||-i=|]'|<-!'|:'_:|.-5‘.-. iy l':':l'!-r::il‘: J. W. IH. Beach),

who had graves dug by a working ]1'11':\.'. sent on application by one

two days' supply for its own personnel, nnd

f the battalions. The field hospital picks and shovels were used.
Boers were 'I-h:'i--l apart from |f|.L.=].. The names of the dead

and the position of the graves were noted. Captain Beach obtained

a brief written :I.-|'r|| of burial serviee from a passing chaplain.

Sunday, November 26.—The division remained in bivouac

]

[

ons sent to assist jJ!_ It ::I--'.'L.'I_-_ the wonnded sfall

L. I11 T

..... e

eld arrived at the dressing station. The last of the

clear of the site by 9 a.n., and the

Bearer Company moy d to Graspan Siding, where it remai

the aftermoon, when, after assisting to load 2 tran, )

brieade at Enshn.
A irain COTNPOS d of some specially arvanged tro ks, some open

tricks and o few FJ".-»:-'E'J‘::iI r coaches was ilr'--ll;‘l.r X} ':12".:-~!-'||1 DldIng

it Enslin and zent down fo join

1

1. About 10 sick and 30 wonnded Boers fm

x-;u‘l_‘-' in the al
at Rooilparte were loaded on trucks

the train, which was eventually loaded with a total of 107 [’“li' 1is—

British, 35 I;"_'I'.ll"-\. and 10 s1ick. The wounded were

097 wounded, 6
il water-bottles were filled.

1 .
inEeis and Lt "|:'c b |

!.Il_'::l\.il_il'll '||--.-I| ! -
l'in::lirl J. €. Jameson and two privates, U jth Bricade Field Hos-

pital, were placed in charge of the train, which started for Orange
River at 8 p.m. Cawmp kettles, milk and beef-tea already prepared,
1 field medical companion and some dressings were put on board.
D% to the composition of the train, Captain Jameson noted
that it would be guite
except to those in hiz own ecarriace, without *-ai.l.al"|'ir"' the train.
Monday, November 27th.—At 4 a.m. the division moved from
Enslin and marched about twelve miles to Witkoplaagte, seven

impossible for him to be of ANy AEs 'I‘*-|.I||l.l.




24
miles south of the Modder River railway bridge. The Cavalry and
Mounted Infantry reconnoitred in the direction of the Riet and
Modder Rivers. Two men of Rimington's guides were wounded.

No. 3 Ambulance Train, Major M. W. Russell, R.A.M.C.,
was dispatched from Cape Town at 3 pm. on November 25, and
arrived at Graspan Siding about noon. This train was loaded up with
the remaining wounded, five officers and eighty-nine others, and
started for Cape Town at 8 p.m., but was detained on a Siding South
of Graspan for two and a-half hours, while trains conveying the 1st
Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders from Orange River
to reinforce the division at Witkoplaagte were moving north. Two
men died on board the ambulance train between Graspan and
Orange River. The ambulance train brought up some medical
supplies that had been telegraphed for after the Battle of Belmont.
It also brought back from Orange River Captain Jameson and the
men sent l:|:'|'.‘.'rL n -.'h".'l'L[E' of wounded the '|n'a_'-1.'[-:-|]:-c |1;L_1.'_

The 9th Brigade Field Hospital moved off from Graspan at
3.30 p.m., and went into bivouac for the night at Enslin Station,
under cover of a post that had been established there when the
division marched out.

Barrne oF MopneEr RIvER.

Tue Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders detrained at Honey
Nest Kloof, and joined the Division in bivouse at Witkoplaagte
after dark on the evening of November 27. On the morning of
the 28th the mounted troops and Royal Field Artillery moved
from Witkoplaagte at 4 a.m. The other troops began to move
about 4.30 a.m. The general line of advance was in the direction
of Modder River railway bridge.

About 5.30 a.m. the eavalry were checked by rifle fire from
several points on the banks of the Rist River.

About 7 am. a party of the enemy with a gon and a pot- pom
was seen about half a mile east of the centre of the north and
south reach of the Riet River. This gun was brought into action,
but under fire of the 18th Battery R.F.A. retired in an easterly
direction. The composition and movement of this party of the
enemy coincided with certain portions of the conflicting information
the General had received, and tended to confirm his belief that
the right bank of the river was oceupled—if occupied at all—
by only a weak rearguard.

Bhortly after 7 a.m. the infantry began to arrive on the battle-
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field. The march of the Guards Brigade was directed towards,
approximately, the centre of the space between the railway bridge
and the ]miul_ where the Riet River turns .~:||.|.1'|:|].'.' to the west.
The 9th Brigade was on the left of the Guards Brigade and
advancing more or less along the raillway towards the bridge.

The Guards Brigade began to deploy when near the road
running west from Bosman's Dieife, about 2,200 vards from the river
bed. Very soon afterwards, at 8.10 a.m., the enemy suddenly
and quite unexpectedly opened very rapid rifle fire from their
completely concealed positions all along the left bank of the
Riet Hiver, 5.,1|_||-!:ur."_|_-|_] ||3.' oun and pom-poim fire from the l'i;;]JL
bank.

Two companies of the Scots Guards with a machine-gun
snceeeded in reaching the bank of the Riet River near the reservoir.
They suffered considerably, and the men of the Maxim-gun detach-
ment were all killed or wounded. Four compames of the same
battalion were sent to assist this party, and later, the 1st Cold-
stream Guards moved to the right in support of the Scots Guards.
From this force some officers and men crossed the river, by wading
chin deep, but they were compelled to recross to the left bank as
the river was quite impassable for troops in that neighbourhood.

The Grenadier Guards, 2nd Coldstream Guards, and left
companies of Scots Guards gradually advanced to within 1,000
vards of the Boer trenches on the south bank. The 1st Cold-
stream Guards and the rest of Scots Guards, facing east, held
the river from near the bend up stream to the vieinity of the
reservoir. The brigade remained in that position all day.

The 9th Brigade crossed the railway line and gradually worked
up under heavy fire to points varying from 1,000 to 600 yards
from the enemy’s position west of the bridge. The but and farm-
house 300 yards south of the left bank of the river, opposite
Rosmead wvillage, which were strongly held by the enemy, were
captured by two companies of the Yorkshire Light Infantry about
noon. At the same time the ground on the left of the huf was
rained by the Lioyal North Laneashire Regiment.

Later on, parties of these and other battalions, led by Major-
General R. Pole-Carew commanding the 9th Brigade, crossed the
river by the dam at Rosmead. They were reinforced by 300
sappers’ under Major G. F. Leverson in command of the 11th Field

1 Dirawn from the 8th, 11th, and 81st Companics, B.E., which had been I.:nE;-'L
in rear ready to work on the railway.
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Company, R.E., and subsequently, during the afternoon, General
Pole-Carew advanced with a foree, made up of men from various
corps, along the right bank as far as Trazer's Farm. This
force had to fall back on Rosmead village owing to want of
:-uIJ_|I|I:I|':.

About 4 p.m. Lord Methuen was wounded when in the area
oceupied by the 9th Brigade.

When the fisht bersan the 18th and T75th Ratteries R.F.A.
came into action close to the ratlway on 1t eastern side about
22 500 _'|:l'.'l1:.-' from the river. :""]1|l:'lill' alterwards 1,'r||_'_'.,' moved up to
1,700 yards, and later on the 7ith Battery went forward under
heavy fire to the line held by the Guards Brigade, and unlimbered
within 1,200 yards of the trenches. The 18th Battery subsequently
came up to a position about 200 yards to the left rear of the T5th,
and opened fire at 1,400 yards. About 4 p.m. the 75th Battery
fell back a few hundred yards, owing to casualties and want of
ammumition.

At 10.15 a.m. two guns of the 18th Battery had been sent to
support the left flank of the 9th Brigade, and eame into action
gsouth of Rosmead.

Shortly after 2 pom. the 62nd Battery' R.F.A. arrived and
opened fire 1,200 yards from the river on the west of the rail way.
The 12-pounder 12-ewt. naval guns which had been brought up
from KEnslin by rail came into action west of the railway, about
o L) .‘-.':L'l'tin from the |"]-I.i'-rg'l.". and later moved baclk to about 4.800
yards.

During the afterncoon the enemy's fire slackened, and at dusk
the situation was az follows :—

The Guards Brigade concentrating near the reservoir; some
1200 men of the 9th Brizade in and about Rosmead, and the
vemainder of the brigade under ocrders' to cross the river by the
drift at that place; parties of the enemy were seen moving in the
divection of Jacobsdaal.

Later in the evening the enemy completely evacuated their
positions.

The 1st Battalion Highland Light Infantry arrived on the
battlefield, by rail, after dark.

The total casnalties were :—

U This Battery had marehed divect feorn Orange River, a distance of 52 miles,

in fwenty-cight hours,
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ranks returned to duty in the field, The strength of the troops engaged was about
10150,

The casualties were almost equal on each side of the railway
line. The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders suffered the heaviest
logz, 15 killed and 101 wounded: the 2nd Coldstream Guards 10
and 59; the Yorkshire Light Infantry 9 and 52; 3rd Grenadier
Guerds 10 and 50 ; 1st Scots Guards 9 and 41 : Northumberland
Fusiliers 11 and 36 ; R.F.A. 3 and 28; Loyal North Lancashire
3 and 16: last Coldstream Guards 0 and ‘_-_;'l_ the I!'('['I]Ilirli]’:l_'_‘;
wounded were B.E. and RLAM.C. 3 each : Remington's Guides 2 ;
Oth Lancers and A.0.C, 1 each.

Iﬂ.l’*,jé.i‘.lu nial Medical Service.

Taking the units from east to west in their position on the map
of the battleheld the narratives of the resumental medical officers
are as follows \—

9th Lancers—Captain J. V. Forrest : ** The cavalry on the nght
flank were not heavily engaged. They drew a lot of shell-fire but
without much J:LH.—H;{;: to the men. Several horses were killed or
'I.‘-'I.lll]]l.-ll.'{i.”

Beots Guards—Captain 8. Guise Moores, B.A.M.C.: * We did
not expect to hnd the enemy entrenched on the Modder and Reit
Rivers. The battalion had not long deployed when the Boer rifles
belched forth a stream of lead. The rear company had reached
the line of the reservoir situated on the left bank of the last-named
viver when this happened. At the same time the ‘pom-pom’
opened fire, the first shells from which put out of action the maxim
gun and its detachment—exeept the black driver.

A resimental collecting station was at once formed on the
south or protected side of the reservoir embankment, and wounded
soon began to arrive there.

“ The stretcher-bearers were, at the onset, with their companies;
the stretchers had been issued to them that morning before march-
ing_ Owing to the flat nature of the field of battle and the absence
of cover, except an occasional ant-heap or the low scrub, the
stretcher-bearers of the Guards Bearer Company were unable to
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render any help to the battalion in the day's proceedings. Any
attempts of the stretcher squads or ambulance wagons to move
forward brought on them the attention of the enemy, and they had
to desist.

i

I'he reservoir collecting station became, as the day advanced,

4 dressing station for the brigade, and wounded were gradually

brought in by the regimental stretcher-beavers whao were with

their companies. They were mostly brought in by hand. Amongst
them were Captain Elwes and Lieutenant Hill the former with a

peneirating shell wound of the skull, and the latter with a poIn-
pom wound through the biceps near the right elbow. The hemaor-
rhage from this wound was so great as to require continuous digital
compression of the brachial artery for some hours.?

“About 3 p.m. the Boers got round our richt flank and fired
into the wounded, then laid out in rows along the base and sides of
the embankment. Captain H. C. Lowther, Scots Guards. happened
to be near a Maxim which was situated at this spot, and worked
1t 50 efficiently as to eventually drive the enemy off, but not before
some of the wounded had been hit a second time.

“ When the flank attack commenced, the wonnded were gradu-
ally conveyed into the basin of the reservoir. The enemy, attracted
by the energetic movements on our pact, directed shell fire at the
reservoilr. This, thoogh disconcerting, happily did not do much
damage, and it was only considered necessary to move a few cases
into the keeper's hut, sitnated on the left bank of the Riet River,
and only a few yards from the reservoir.

“By this time the stock of dressings in the surgical haver-
sack and medical companion had given out, and resort was had
to the panniers.

“ At nightfall the keeper's house was full of wounded, and
wounded were also laid out all round the building. * The panniers
had been placed in the centre of the largest room, and patients
requiring it were re-dressed, Major I'. B. Beach, of the Guards
Brigade Bearer Company, giving most timely and valuable aid.
The spirit stove, ‘spirits,” and kettles were produced from the
comfort panniers, and during the whole night bovril and cocoa
were made and given to the patients,

“ This dressing station was not more than a mile from the Boer
trenches, and yet it proved to be on the whole a haven of COMpPiLr-

' Captain 8. . Moores was wounded while attending to this officer, but was
not ineapacitated for duty.

PR
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tive, if not actnal, safety, in an area in which every movement from
the prone position brought an accession of rifle fire.

** Chief points of interest were ' —

“(1) The distribution of the regimental strefcher-bearers, who
||-;l.t}u\n:-': with their |'.-:!:|1|'L|'.i'|_5_, and were |..,'It'1|;,[|i',|.l.'|_}' the !'i;.;]JL men
in 4 tight place.

“(2) The regimental collecting and the brigade dressing station
being in one, and very elose up to the firing line.

“(8) The almost insignificant part which the bearer company
fook 1n the removal of the wounded from the eollecting station, till
the battle was over, owing to the topographical conditions and its
close proximity to the enemy.

“(4) The great use of the ‘ panniers,’ and more especially the
*comfort panniers,” in providing dressings and stimulants for the
wonnded under unexpected and difficnlt cirenmstances.™

st Coldstream Guards—Captain Hooper with the regimental
streteher-hearers followed the battalion alongz the bank of the Riet
; and later on 'rlc-li:lm'l at the reservoir, where the |'1':_;:ia||c:r1l:=_]

bearers brought the wounded whenever opportunities ocearred.
drd Grenadier Guards—Captain Profeit : * When we got well
in sight of Modder River, and were under the impression that the

5

Boers had gone, we were sudd

o snly told that the river was strongly
held and that

-

was bo deploy for the attack. The

wers and [ollowed in rear of their
companies. 1 had my corporal and orderly with me carrymg the
companion and haversack. About 1,500 yards from the river,
the fire was very hot, my orderly had a bullet throngh his
helmet which rather astonished him, and the stretcher-bearers
extended so as to take advantage of any shght cover that could be
fonnd. About half a dozen wounded were attended to there, those
who counld walk were sent back to the field hospital, and those

who could not took cover under the nearest friendly ant-heap.
The battalion ecame to a standstill, and lay within about 1,000
yards of the Kiet for the rest of the day. Very few wounded were
passed back, as no sooner did a stretcher squad, or even a man,
move than a hail of bullets was the result. Some, however,
filtered away to the dressing station at the reservoir."

Royal Field Artillery: A number of wounded collected about
an overturned wagon in the vicinity of the guns in rear of the
2nd Coldstream Guards. They were dressed by Major H. L.
Battersby, R.AM.C. Several less severely wounded were carried
back on empty ammunition wagons,
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Northumberland Fusiliers—Captain D. D). Shanahan: * The
fight was over a level plain. There was no cover with the BXCEP-
tion of an occasional ant-heap. Touch with the stretcher squads
was lost almost at once. Almost immediately I lost my orderly,
who was severely wounded, and then had to earry the field medical
companion and water-bottle myself. TLater a man who was assist-
ing me to dress a wounded man and bring h

im under cover was
himsell wounded, and the wounded man was |

it a second time.
The held was swept with bullets. I, like everybody else, was
compelled to lie as close as possible behind any cover which could
be found, and for the remainder of the day omly attended to
casualties in my immediate vicinity. The wounded had to remain
where they were hit, and this was the safest and the best for them.
In the part of the field where we were, to ask a M.O. or a
strefcher squad to go to their assistance would mean a complete
‘mop up’ of the whole. The comrades of n wounded man, Iving

close to him, would not bless you, a5 it meant a concentrated fire
on any spot where a man showed himself.

“It was not till late in the afternoon, when the fire got slack.
that one could move with any degree of safety. It was only then
that the stretcher squads could get to the wounded, and remove
them to shelter, where they could be En‘:r]-::'ﬂ up later by the bearers
of a bearer company. Fortunately we were able to collect our
wounded before darkness came on, but it was 3 long time after
dark before the last was transferred to the field hospital.”

Argvll and Sutherland Highlanders Captain J. HE. Carler,
BAM.C.: “We advanced in extended order on the west of the
rallway, forming the second line. Several men were wounded by

|

[y
shell fire at about 3,000 yards range ; T zot three of them under a
culvert and attended to their wounds and then proceeded to join
the attacking party about 1,000 yards in advance. All along the fire
was very heavy. An absolute hail of bullets came alono evary few
minutes, due to someone exposing himself in front. When this
happened I lay flat and pushed on when the fire slackened. T did
not see the regimental stretcher-bearers alter the wounded wers
placed under the culvert, but the regimental medical corporal

Mennitt-——and Private Carlyle, my orderly, kept close to me
thronghout. On the second ridge I dressed several wounded, but
when anyone lifted his head for a moment he immediately
attracted a storm of bullets. I was lying near the 5th Fusiliers on
the right of the 91st. A Staff Officer rode along in front of our
line attracting fire; when he came opposite us bullets came hailing

vl




round. Later a man came along looking for a doctor. T went with
him, running bent double, and found the man shot throungh the
thich. He got his wound when looking for a doctor for the abowe
Btaff Officer, who had been wounded. T saw another man fatally
wounded, who had been in the line of fire directed at the Stafi
Oifficer. :"nl‘..' wounded man told me where this Staff Officer was.
I went on to search for him but heard that he bad gone back. 1
realized the utter impossibility of removing wounded from the front
while firing was going on, and I directed & wonnded man to lie
where he was in partial cover and not to expose himself in trying
to pet back., Toawards the :.‘.'{-]:il:;[ some water-carts were inx:u:_:hl
up ; the men rushed for them, they could not be kept back, and
thus attracted fire; 1in one pavty of eight, two were killed and five

rs. At dusk I went with wounded

to the deessing station at the hut on the south bank of the river

wonnded and one of two Kai

ar Hosmead. The battalion bivounacked near the dam. Bully

beef and biscmt were |

d about 9 p.n. and later a ration of rom.
The men had been without food since noon the day before, when
they had their dinner at Orange River—a fast of some thirty-
three hours, only broken by a canteen of tea given them by the
K.OX.I.1. on their arrival at Witkoplaagte the previons evening.”
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry—Lieutenant G. B. Crisp,
BE.AM.C.: “We were 1n the front line on the left of the advance,
[ the railway. At first we did not have a very great number

waoet nf th
WesE OL >

it ridge 10 the ground

which we reached before the Boers opened fire, and then their
artillery fire was all poing over us. For a long time 1t was just a

of casnalties, thanks to a convenient s

r]|;¢l;-'|i|:r'|_ r-i |'|:':':|_=C'.:l|'|:l,: :I'-l!'l':l'|:_f'" !-|Il:-:-' ".'.':II‘.' iL.l'l['l_,,: }l:']i!l',:-:l I_I.':I.-L t’"il’ll;,:n'

.||_|_l':'|_l':l||_" (2] i]:t' :‘I".'l.- {!il-‘.lil‘!‘.il. 5 as |..“.|.'_‘|' eIy l.-'I, [llil..'.:]-l_::- l}ll"ll (LB
fortable as best one could and then lying still again. When word
came along that the memorable hut near the river was fo be
assaulted I went along in the rush with the others. Lientenant
Fox K.OXY.1.I., who led the assault, was hit when cloze to the
|-||:_:_I shot Li:]l'-;l,;!n:'l'_ the arm ab short TR Hiz arm I||-|:I,_!f|| |:.t-]|_'\-.'
chattered was su ;:-_--;;lwll‘:].'-.' saved. Near the hut we found Colonel
Northeott,! just after he had been hit. There was no stretcher
near, but I had my two orderlies with me and we carried him into

the hut. Other wounded rapidly collected. For o long time after

[ first ot there the hut was under a pretty hot fire, and after this

1 D, A, A, (3, st Division. Colonel Northeott died in the field hospital nexi
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ceased there was one persistent sniper who went on at it. Finally,
with my glasses I spotted him sitfing up in a tree on our side of the
river. I found three men who were marksmen and lent them my
glasses in turn till they had all spotted him, and then I had the
satisfaction of seeing them tumble him ot of the tree.

“Towards nightfall two ambulance wagons arrived at the hut
and took the two wounded officers and some of the seriously
wounded to the field hospitals.. The whole afternoon casunalties
were coming in on stretchers, gates, &e., and at night there were
about seventy wounded in and around the hut. It bad three rooms,
"-"f'l'_'h'- h'l]ilil :'IH-:1 |:|;|.|.'!';. '!'.E[;] ]]i:lll ‘-'-'ilEl:i_ _,"'.rl r.*]]-e-rlinf_{ 'ill'." 1|'|[! ]'IL'IHEI‘I'iI.H'
wall in the direction of the river bank had been used as a ‘bolt
hole’ by the enemy. The rooms were filled with wounded and
the rest were laid out all round the outside.

“I had sent for my Scotch eart with the medieal pannier, and it
arrived soon after dark. The panniers were invaluable and enabled
8 great deal to be done for those wounded who remained out at the
hut all night,

*“*To turn to the light side of this place of suffering: A man was
sent down to the river for water just after dark. He returned in
a great fright saying, ‘ Please, sir, I can’t go near it, there's a
crocodile there and he's lashing his tail.” It turned out to be
a wonnded Boer pony.”

Loyal North Lancashive Regiment—Lientenant W. Jagger:
“%We were on the extreme lelt of the 9th Brigade, and had some
casualties when the enemy opened fire. The difficulty of dressing
them was extreme. There was no cover at all. The stretcher-
bearers were no help during the trying time before we crossed the
river. (Food sound, sensible men should be chosen as stretcher-
bearers. Though men are plucky with a rifle they sometimes lack
determination when unarmed under fire, More attention should be
paid to the training of regimental bearers in first-aid. After dress-
img my wounded I left them in charge of a stretcher-bearer who
was ordered to hail the first ambulance he saw. I then crossed the
river. After the check to our advance from Rosmead, T recrossed
and found my wounded on the south bank had been collected by
the bearer company. Some of them we took to the hut, where I
spent the whole Eli;.;ht with {,.‘I‘f:%|| dressing and nursi[]g wounded of
various units.

“We canght some chickens in Rosmead, boiled them and made
broth. We gave the meat to those who could eat it, and with
bovril, milk and brandy from the panniers, we managed to feed all
the wounded at the hut.”

e
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1ith Company R.E., Lieutenant A. Chopping, R.AMC.:
“ [ Crossed the river with the first troops over. Soon afterwards
General Pole-Carew sent me back with a message to the 0O.C.
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. After delivering it I returned
and found about fifteen wounded in a cattle kraal at Rosmead.
Having dressed these I went on after the troops that had advanced
towards Frazer's Farm. I found about twelve wounded up there.
It was then getting dark; the cease-fire sounded! and the troops
fell back on Fosmead, I stopped about twenty men; pulled down
the doors of some cottages, and on them carried the wonnded back
to Rosmead, where they were put into a house which General
Pole-Carew gave up for that purpose. About twenty-four wounded
were collected at this house; all the bedding and female clothing
found in it were utilized to cover them, as thers were no service
blankets and it was an intensely cold night. The dressings in the
surgical haversack and field medical companion were sufficient
for all requirements. There were no rations available, but all
emergency rations were opened and given to the wounded. There
was a plentiful supply of onions. A man who had shot & hare
during the battle and was carrying it slung from his rifle was

bronght along with the stretcher party and his hare was made
into soup for the wounded. Four unarmed wounded Boers reported
themselves to me. I informed the General and subseguently sent
them in next day with the other wounded.”

Field Medieal Units.—On the march from Witkoplangte the
medical units moved in two lines behind the brigades, bearer
I'I'?illllflr'l'il.“-*-'» |I :].iinu_:' :'|'|'|.:| LEH- I:li_'\.,'i_-C::|_|[|.l_;, Hield I[I:-:-L]:-ﬂ:ll. IJQ'lIEI'Ht '[h:l,‘l.
of the Guards Brigade., When the battle began they all came
more or less under shell fire and had to retreat. The positions of
the dressing stations marked on the map, approximately indicate
the relative directions of the march of the bearer companies at
that time. The Guards Bearer Company, furthest from the
railway, fell back a short distance to a depression, in front of the
higher ground along which runs the road from Besman's Drift,
and there opened a dressing station. The 9th Brigade Company
moved back to the point where a dressing station is shown near
the (Ganger's Hut. Its position was fixed by the shells fired at the
ammunition column., Bhells directed at the naval guns fell mostly

in the space between those guns and the road in front of them.

| The only time the cease-fire was sounded in the Ist Divigion during the
WAL,

i
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This prevented the 9th Brigade Bearer Company making any
attempt to establish a dressing station in the area immediately
behind its brigade and also prevented ambulance wagons moving
across the railway line until late in the afternoon. The dressing
station of the Gus

§ Bearer Company, although only just over
2,000 yards from the Boer trenches, was protected from rifle fire

and, as there was no target for the enemy’s guns in its vicinity,

it was not disturbed by shells. Both dressing stations were soon at
work. Wounnded men walked back from the front from the Very
first and continued to do so all day.

Captain T. B. Beach, with some stretcher squads of the Guards
Bearer {IL!-]TI!I:'IH_':', went forward towards the ]1.3..;113'{,r1 I'H'l':l}_l'.llui ].J}.
the 2nd Coldstream Guards and the Grenadier Guards. They

came under heavy fire and one of the enemy directed a whole clip

of cartridges at a squad under Captain Beach's personal control ;
however, none of the party were hit. A few ambulance wagons
went forward to the same part of the field and were subjected to
severe pom-pom fire. At that period of the war the ambulance
wagons did not earry distinguishing flags and had only a small red
cross painted on the body of the wagon. It is quite likely, even
if fire was deliberately aimed at them, that the enemy were unable
to recognize the moving vehicles as being ambulance wagons.)
Captain C. W. R. He:
went forward with strefcher squads on the left, but the conditions
there were even more unfavourable than on the !'i;l'.[_ In the
alternoon Captain Beach and Lieutenant Hodgson were sent to the
reservoir collecting station with five ambulance warons.  When
half-way across the pom-poms fired at something south of the
wagons, whereupon the Kaffir driverz lost control of themselves

v, of the 9th Brigade Bearer Company,

and the mules and the teams stampeded back to the dressing-
station. It was then gebting dark, and no further attempt was
made to remove the wounded at the reservoir, but Captain Beach
and Lieutenant Hodeson remained there all night.

After dark the Guards Bearer {'-;!:!p:[rl_\', 1-:1|'1':~'i|1;r about i"-'-\'rrlt_i‘-

1 ||"".

wme incldents exelted a good denl of atd the fime, but moak

people agree with the view expreszed in T 4 Higt
vol. 1. n 1.- = I-.:\" HEVE |.'|.| '.lr |..‘.' earlier b I-!il'-\. |..'I the war, ;"[Il-i'il I Was
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five wounded in the ambulance wagons, moved back to the site of
the field hospitals; a wagon, with rations and cocking-pots, and a
walter-Cart were sent LLI [|:|'!! Iresery L:"i!'.

When the action began Colonel Townsend ordered the Guards
Brigade Field Hospital to move up to the vicinity of the Ganger's
Hut, but not to open until the action developed. Its actnal position,
about 1,000 yards south of the Ganger's Hut, was determined by
the most convenient place for enfraining as far forward on the
railway as it was safe to go withoat risk of being hif by an
occasional extra long range shell. This unit worked as a dressing-
station during the morning, and did not pitch tents and open as a
hospital until the afterncon. The Divisional Field Hospital opened
alongside that of the Guards Brigade.

At Klokfontein Siding, about three miles south of the battlefield,
there was a good eamping site with facilities for entraining and the
general conditions were favourable for a temporary concentration
of wounded. Colonel Townsend, therefore, decided to place the
Divisional Field Hospital at this point, and to send the wounded
back to it by rail. The 9th Brigade Field Hospital when last
heard of had not ._]i:-prr-;r*.] of the wounded at Graspan Siding, and
ttle. The move-

was not expected to be available during the
ments of that unit and course of the above arrangements will
be seen by the following record kept by Captain J. C. Jameson :—

i After entraining the wounded at Graspan on the afternoon of
November 27, we moved to Enslin Station, and, at 4.30 a.m. on the
morning of the 28th, we resumed our march to eatch up the
Diwvision, the p eition of which was unknown.

“We outspanned about 7.30 a.m., and, moving on agan, we
marched to the ‘sound of the guns,” and arrived on the battle-
fiold at Modder River about 9 a.m., and halted! in rear of the naval
suns. I was then sent to find the P.M.O., to whom I reported
the arrival of the hospital.

“ Orders had been given to the Divisional Field Hospital to
retire to Klokfontein, and open there.

T was directed by Colonel Townsend to find the Commanding
Officer of that unit, ive him insgtructions to remain at Modder
River, and then direct the 9th Bri Field Hospital to return

itein, and to say that arrangements would be made to

to Klol
transfer wounded to that place |-;f train from Modder IRiver,
“ The 9th Brigade Field Hospital accordingly returned some

! Abount thirteen miles from Enslin.
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three miles to Klokfontein, and selected a gpot to encamp near
the railway, and within easy distance of water. The hospital was
opened, and the usual preparations made to receive the wounded.

“ As time passed and no wounded arrived, I was instructed to
report to the P.M.O., and inquire about the arrival of the wounded.

“ 1 veturned to Modder River, and I.'ull nd that the tran could
not be moved, -:J'.'."lll;.r to a ‘dead e ' from shortage of water

“I reported the state of affairs to Major Harris in command
of the 9th Brigade Field Hospital at Klokfontein.

“ As the wounded could not be taken to us, it was obvious that
to be of any use we must go to the wounded: so, taking abouk
hali the men and the surgical wason, the officers returned to
the battle-field, and arrived there just at dark. There, dividing up
into small parties, we did our best to assist the personnel of the
Guards Bearer Company and of the Guards and Divisional Field
Hospitals

;|Ih] ".'r']'.l']l iI”. ||Il.! ".'Q.l'-l||'|l..|l.'-.-|. Ili_l.l-j .E?I'I_'II !'L'EH]]'IL':] ws ]:I_:I,‘."!":l:
we returned to Klokfontein, and remained there until
the I'|-||r3'.'».i|~.::_: |||u:'hj:‘.--_;."

been dresss

ds

Wounded were arriving at the site of the field hospitals south
of the (anger’s Hut all day. Some walked there, others were
carried back from the field or the li-'.!'l.:‘-hil'lg'--\-l'i,:ll::;ﬁ ||_\' streteher-
squads or ambulance wagons. They continned to come in for
some time after dark. The dressing-station of the 9th Brigade
]"n-:"LJ_'q‘i" [llullll!lll'll'n' recelved l'.'.'II'.IIII.II:::!, who rII:i,l-'Il' '..I.I."Il' Way back Ak
various times throughout the might. There was no general move-
ment of ambulance wagons or stretcher parties after dark. A
report reached the Guards Field Hx-.-—F_:-i‘::Ll about 10 p.m. that
number of Highlanders had not been brought in, and that thew
wanted help. Surgeon-Lientenant-Colonel Magill, with some men
and an ambulance wagon, under Captain Healey, went out and
found them under a culvert near the ]nﬁiLic-n -_':u::-u]u'u:ﬁ ¥ the
troops during the day. The work of bringing them to the field
hosps :.1[ was difficalt, as it was very dark and no lights were allowed.

T o roug "]l estimate of -L]-. [l wikion nl' the wounded at

|1.|.I.|. it seems probable that there were about 200 in the two

||-u|x.. hl.-:w[::'.'..!l'-u, 30 1in Rosmead wvillace, 70 at the hnt =onth of

Fosmead, 60 at the reservoir, about 20 at the |]r~--.«'ir1:_: station of

the 9th DBrigade DBearer Company, and the remainder with their
units at various points on the field.

Liord Methuen was in the Guards Bricade Field Hospital, and
Colonel Northeott in the Divisional Field Hospital.

November 29.—At dawn the trod s that had not ;1’.:1-";11;-.' done 20}
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began to cross the river by the dam at Rosmead, and later on by
the drift to the east of the railway bridge. The 9th Brigade Field
Hospital, which was free and ready to move, was sent forward at an
early hour from Klokfoniein; it followed the troops across the
river and remained in readiness for any emergency should the
enemy reappear. Four ambulance wagons and a party from the
Guards Brigade Bearer Company were told oft to stand fast on
the south bank of the river until the ground in the vicinity of
Modder River station was safely cccupied. The further move-
ments of the Division were at the time uncertain, and the imine-
diate object of the P.M.O. was to clear the field units of wounded
and set them free to follow the troops.

The Oth Brigade Bearer Company started at daylight to bring
in the wounded from Rosmead and “the hut” to the field
hospitals, and the Guards Brigade Bearer Company sent ambulance
wagons and men to clear the wounded from the reservoir. The
Rosmead cases were earried across the river at the dam by parties
under the command of Lieutenmant Fell, 9th Brigade Bearer Com-
pany. This was a very risky and trying procedure, and no doubt
many of the wounded would have been much better left where
they were and removed later to field hospitals at Modder River
Station. But at the moment no one knew that the Division would
halt, as it eventually did, for more than a week, and the method
adopted for dealing with the seriously wounded was appare ntly the
best open to the medical service in the situation as it existed.

Meanwhile arrangements were made to E‘.ﬂ-*‘-.]rh trains fo carcy
the wounded from L].n. field hospitals to Orange River. All the
available medical personnel was occupied in preparing the wounded
and loading them on the trains. The first train, which ran in two
sections, started abont 1 pm. It was made up of trucks, some of
which were open and some partly covered. It carried four officers
and 335 other ranks, sick and wounded. In the open trucks
shelters were made with blankets and rifles ; all water-bottles were
filled, and milk and beef-tea provided for the journey.

The transfer of the wounded from Rosmead and *the hut” to
the site of the field hospitals was not comple fed until 3 p.m. Many
of these were very serious cases which ||-rlmu-:l carainl handling.
The admirable work done at the hut during the night by Lieu-
tenants Crisp and Jagger greatly lessened the time that otherwise
would have been taken in evacuating these cases. By daylight
all of them had been splinted and dressed in such a way that
practically no re-dressings were necessary before they were placed
in the train.




a8

The severe cases from the field hospitals were also kept back
for the second train, which was not ready to start until after
4 pm. This train was made up of covered trucks. [t was
loaded with thirteen officers and eighty-four other ranks. As
practically all of these were very severely wounded they were
kept on stretchers, and there was great difficulty in loading
the stretchers until a saw was procured and suitable openings cut
in the sides of the trucks. Owing to the late start extra blankets
were provided for each man. Three patients died on this train before
it reached {:']';mj_'c: River about r||iqi_|1i;|n|_, Particulars of the CHRAS
are not known, and it is not clear why they were entrained, as
directions were given by the ]’l"i.l:{_'e'i.l:Ll Medical Officer that wonnded
unable to stand the journey were not to be sent. Two officers
and three or four men whose condition was considered dangerons
by those responsible for their care were retained by the field hos-
pitals and subsequently brought across the river. With these
I.'H'C""H".-:IJH:-& the whole of the wounded were evacuated scon after
1 pm.,, and by 5 p.m.— less than twenty-four hours after the
cessation of fighting—the medical units were on their way to
rejoin the troops on the northern bank of the river, having
despatched during the course of the day 436 sick and wounded
Lo f)t';ttlgq‘: River. Of the total wonnded, 371 were included in
that number.!

HALT AT MoDDER RIVER, NovEMBER 29 mT0 DECEMBER 9.

WHEN the Boers retreated on November 28 they left behind a
field hospital, which was established at a house close to the drift
north-east of Modder River railway station. It was in charge of
Dr. A. BE. W. Bamsbottom, M.D., F.R.C.5.1., Principal Medical
Ofticer of the Orange Free State Forees, who had with him four or
five medical officers of various nationalities, and about thirty sub-
ordinate medical attendants. The house was surmounted by a
Red Cross flag with the National flag of the Free State, and the
conditions of the Geneva Convention were, apparently, observed in
all respects. The only peculiarity in the situation was that the
medical attendants seemed to be greatly in excess of the require-
ments of the half-dozen or so wounded left in their charge.

I Bop P ;.-'.?.
* Mow the Hon, A. E. W, Ramsbottom, Administrator Orange Free State,
Union of South Africn, and late Colonial Treasurer, Orange River Colony.
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At that time very little was known about the Geneva Con-
vention, and, contrary to the opinion expressed by (¢ lonel
Townsend, the whole of the :-'111t'.1|'||] |-|'E'-!l-“-l1-.| was sent under
escort to If_'npn- Town on November 30, and their

"r'l.'-lll'il'll"\'- wers

-

distributed to various units. On arrival at the Cape the anthorities
HA .'I'I.I'ELE_'-.' ]]-.-;L-i:|'-L;i‘.'l.-.-|':~ decided that Lf:-'} had been '-u‘-'l"'lli!'l_"n' detained
and sent them back to Modder River. They arrived there on
December 9, and left for Jacobsdal the same day.
On settling down into camp at Modder River ti

N ere wias o Serions

shortage of stretchers, and many men were without first field dress-
i.llj{h. Hl'-'E"‘ were ab once taken to get back the stretchers which
had been sent to Orange River with wounded after the actions on
November 25 and 28, and telegrams were despatched to Cape
Town asking for a reserve supply of stretchers and for first field
dressings. These are points of importance, as there was always a

loss of stretel

rs when serionsly wounded were transferred to the
line of communication in railway trucks, and as often as not the
number of first field dressings used was much larger than the
number of men actually wounded.

In consequence of some correspondence with the enemy on the
subject of supposed deliberate firing at ambulance wagons, and as
the only distinguishing mark on these vehicles was a small red cross
painted on the fore part of the side of the body, large Red Cross flags

were made and fixed on poles, which were erected on the wa

gons,

December 4.— Forty sick transferred to Orange River by ordinary
train.

December 6—Colonel Young, Commissioner for the Red Cross
Society, arrived with sixty-eight cases, containing various articles
for sick and wounded.

The 12th Lancers (Major T. J. O'Donnell, E.AM.C.), “G”
Battery R.H.A. (Lieutenant G. Delap, R.A.M.C.), and 2nd
Battalion Black Watch (Lientenant H. E. M. Douglas, R.AM.C.)
also arrived.

Two officers and seventy-six other ranks transferred sick to
Orange River.

December 7.—The following arrived: 2nd Battalion Seaforth
“}'F’!I'.'uj.l!lj-..-l'ﬂ I_:"lf;'_jn[' Moffit, Z.AM.C., who transferred x'll:ll';,;v to
Lientenant H. Ensor, R.AM.C.); Field Hospital (Major W. H.
Murray, B.AM.C.) and Bearer Company ( Lientenant-Colonel E. B.
Hartley, V.C., Cape Volunteer Medical Staft Corps) for Highland
i':i'iftf:".l.-il.'.

In the early morning a strong force of the enemy under Prinsloo,
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with three guns, attacked two companies 2nd Battalion Northamp-
ton Regiment holding nslin. They destroyed the railway and cut
the telegraph wires, but withdrew on arrival of the 12th Lancers
and 62nd Battery R.F.A. from Modder River, followed by an
armoured train carrying Seaforth Highlanders and half the Cape
M.5. Bearer Company. The Bearer Company returned to Modder
River with the troops and brought back nine wounded from this
fight.

December 9. —At dawn the Naval 4'7-inch gun, under escort
of Cavalry and R.H.A., fired on the Boer position at Magersfontein
from the Gangers’ Hut, three miles north of Modder River. No
casualties.

Seven officers—including two wounded on 28th at Modder River
action—and sixty-nine other ranks transferred to Orange River.

The 65th Howitzer Battery R.F.A., and 1st Battalion Gordon
Highlanders (Captain P. J. Probyn, B.AM.C) arrived.

Two officers of the German .-\!'In:..' Medical Serviee, Stabsarzt
Dr. Schmidi, Royal Prussian Guarde-Fiisilier Regiment and
Stabsarzt Dr. Krommacher, Kaiser Wilhelm Academie, also arrived

i)

and joined the Guards Brigade Field Hospital.

BATTLE oF MAGERSFONTEIN.

When his last reinforcements were ready Liord Methuen decided
to continue his advance to Kimberley and attack the Magersfontein
Kopje. With this purpose he gave orders for the kopje to be bom-
barded from 4.50 p.m. to 640 p.n. on December 10 with all his
guns, including the Naval 47 inch. At daybreak on December 11
the southern end of the kopje was to be assaulted by the Highland
Brigade, supported by all the guns, their right and rear being
protected by the Guards Brigade! The camp at Modder River
was to be garrisoned by the half battalion of the Loyal North
Laneashire Regiment, details of various corps, and the greater part
of the Naval Brigade with its four 12-pounder guns.

The troops to move forward were divided into three columns:
No. 1 Column—consisting of the 9th Lancers, Mounted Infantry,
“G&" Battery R.H.A., 18th, 62nd, and 75th Batteries RF.A.,
65th Howitzer Battery, Highland Brigade, Highland Brigade
Bearer Company, 2nd Yorkshire Light I]l!';L'.';IL'I'L was to march at
3 p.m. on the afternoon of December 10 towards the southern end

I Lord Methuen's despateh, London Gazetle, Mareh 16, 1900,

S
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of Magersfontein Hill. The main body of Infantry to halt bhehind
Headquarter Hill; the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Light Infantry to
proceed to Voetpad's Drift and entrench there against attack.

No. 2 Column—consisting of the 1st Battalion Northumberland
Fusiliers and part of the Naval Brigade—was to move out with the
4'7-inch Naval gun, which from a position west of the railway was
to co-operate with the Artillery engaged in the bombardment ;
Rimington's Guides were to protect the left of this ecolumn.

No. 3 Column—consisting of the 12th Lancers, Tth Company
R.E., Guards Brigade Ammunition Column, Guards Brigade
Field Hospital, Guards DBrigade Bearer Company, Hipghland
irpade eld IE!_I-CEI,'_ill, and Iivizional 'l'l'-;rr_ll‘)ﬁ Field ]ifl:’:‘l‘.-ilill.—‘-'-'al-é
to be, by 3 am. on the 11th, 500 yards to the left rear of the
gronnd oceupied by the brigade division of Field Artil
of Headgquarter Hill.

The s 1
g half-battalion of the Gordon High
the 11th, to follow the route taken by the Hichland Brisade for

ery In rear

column. with five days' rations, under escort of

.
Ianders, was, af 4 p.m. on

2 miles,

December 10.—At 3.15 p.m., No. 1 Column moved ont of camp 1n
g rain. The Highland Brigade halted near Headquarter
Hill. With the ecavalry covering the front, the Black Watch

advanced in extended order and later on fell back when the puns

drizzli

opened fire. Magersfontein Hill was bombarded for an hour and
a half. At 6.30 the runs ceased fire, and the artillery and cavalry
fell back to Headquarter Hill. One ambulance under Licutenant
Fell. from the 9th Brigade Bearer Company, accompanied No 2
Column to the Gange rs" Hut on the a';L‘.]\x':L:r' and bivouacked there
during the night.

The 9th Brg
at Modder River.

The Guards Brigade with its Field Hospital and Bearer Com-
pany crogssed the drift (north-east of Modder River Station) from

: Bearer Company and Field Hospital remained

the camp on the * Island " after dark and bivouacked on the north
bank of the river.

The Highland Brigade and Divisional Troops Field Hospital
packed up and prepared to join No. 3 Column.

December 11.—At 1 a.m. the troops of No. 3 Column marched

from Modder River for the appointed rendezvous. The nmight

march of the H:.;L__-:'.]:Ln-l Brigade towards the DBoer 1:::.—:i[iu]1 COI-
menced a few minutes after midnight in rain and intense darkness.
The Bearer Company remained with the guns at Headquarter Hill
to awalt developments.
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The |.'J'ij_'i|-é-2:l' marched in mass of quarter colomns, the four

battalions keeping in touch by using connecting ropes. The

Black Wateh led, followed by the Seaforth Highlanders, Argyll

and BSutherland Highlanders and Hig
3 ' - | | . .| l, Ay = "

in rear. Just before daybreak, about 4 a.m.

Light Infantry,
, the brigade was
: o8 at the foot of
Magersfontein Hill. The leading battalion was thrown into some

within a few hundred wvards of the trencl

confusion in the dark by a very thick bit of bush 20 to 30 yards
long. The BSeaforth Highlanders went round this bush to the
right and was getting into its original position behind the Black
Watch when the order to extend was given. The Seaforth
Highlanders and two companies of the Argyll and Sutherland
i|.i;.-jh|:ll]-1:rl'-c were in the act of lI--in:_; 50 when .~c'.|c||E|-1'..".\.' i Bevera
fire was poured in by the enemy. The casualties were heavy,
Major-Geeneral Wauchope was killed. The bri

less m'lis:-r:.;nrn;ic:.f, but mixed ||.'_l|'[:;1:~' of various battalions 20t 1o

pade was more or
within 200 to 300 yards of the enemy, lay on the ground and
opened fire. Some passing round to the right captured the
Scandinavian contingent,! and about 100 men of the Black Watch
and Seaforth Highlanders got well round the eastern face of the
enemy’s position. Attempts to advance were unsuccessful and
the attack came to a standstill.

At 4 am, the 12th Lancers “G” Battery B.H.A. and the
Mounted Infantry moved north-east against the enemy's left
flank, but were temporarily stopped by fire from the low ridge
running from Magersiontein Hill to the Modder River. “ @G "
Battery advanced at a trot under fire. The guns were run up by
hand to a position on the reverse slope of Horse Artillery Hill,
where they continued in action for twenty-four hours. Two dis-
mounted squadrons of the 12th Lancers and parties of M.I.
advanced through the guns, and beld the ridee on the enemy's side

of the dead ground, immediately in front of the guns.

The 9th Lancers were sent along the river, but counld noi get
beyond Moss Drift.

At daylight the Artillery opened fire on Magersfontein Hill,
the Naval 4 7-inch gun from a position west of the railway, near the
Gangers’ Hut.

The Guards Brigade—No. 3 Column—arrived at Headquarter
Hill about 3.30 a.m,

! Shown on the map in centre of space betweon position of 2nd Coldstream
Guards and Magersfontein Hill.

.
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The Scots Guards were detailed to act as escort to the
Howitzers and Field Artillery and, when it was known that the
Highland Brigade attack had failed, the two battalions Coldstream
Guards, with the Grenadier Guards 1n reserve, were advanced
towards the low bushy ridge due east of Headquarter Hill. On
arrival there they found a strong forece of the enemy in front of
them.

The 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards on the right extended to
within 2,500 yards of the river, from which point the line was pro-
longed by the 9th Lancers and M.I.

Half a company 2nd Coldstream Guards moved to the left to get
into touech with the right of the Highland Brigade, passed the
battery at Horse Artillery Hill, and arrived at the ridge beyond
about the same time as the M.1. and 12th Lancers entered the dead
ground in front of the guns.

At 6 a.m. the 2nd Coldstream Guards, followed later by two
companies lst Coldstream Guards, moved forward towards the
right of the Highland Brigade.

The position oceupied by the dismounted 12th Lancers and M.T.
opposite the enemy on the northern end of the low ridge was later
in the day taken up by portion of the 2nd Coldstream Guards, which
held it until the next morning.

Two companies of Grenadier (3uards reinforced and connected
the 2nd and 1st Battalions Coldstream Guards in the firing line
extending from near Magersfontein Hill towards the river. On
that line many of the Guards, dismounted Cavalry and M.1. were
fighting all day at exceedingly short ranges ; in some cases only a
few hundred Far Is of bush se par ited them from the enemy.

About 9 a.m. an attempt to turn the right of the Guards
Brigade was checked by the 0.C. K.O.X.L.L, who advanced with
five |_:u::_1t:'l|_r|i|_:;- towards Moss Dri ift and held the g IIU-I.I'lI.-l between the
left of the Guards Brigade and the river.

From an early hour the Highlanders in front were only able to
hold on to their places by the support of the guns, which had the
effect of considerably reducing the nfle fire along the centre.

About 11 a.m. four companies of the Gordon Highlanders,
followed later by two other companies of the same battalion, began
an advance against the trenches and reached posi itions varying
from 300 to 400 yards from the enemy on the west of the south-
eastern pi ;il‘-' of the hill.

About 2 p.m. the Highland Brigade fell back some few hundred
yards and LL" down, and about 5 p.m. fell back further and
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reformed in rear of the guns. Six companies of the Scots Guards
took up positions about 1,100 yards from the trenches in front of
the 18th and 62nd Batteries R.F.A.

After 5 p.m. there was but little firing, except an occasional
skirmish on the right flank. At night the greater part of the

troops on the right flank and in front remained in the Ehu-uz:'.'i:.m; I
1.|il’_:u' oceupied during the late afternoon. I
The 9th Brigade was not engaged during the day.

The casualties during the action, including a few which
occurred during the evening of the December 11 and morning
of December 12, were :—

Kl Wanrnd Lal
{Officera .. e i L] i 16 o fifi
Other ranks = - 140 i G416 s THo
1
69 692 -

Of the above, 7 were not admitted to hospital ; 2 officers and 20
other ranks died 1n the field hospitals, and 21 other ranks returned
to duty in the field. The strength of the troops engaged, excluding
the 9th Brigade, was about 11,447,

A number of wounded Boers—mostly Scandinavians—probably '
25 or 30, were dealt with by the field hospitals. The Highland
Brigade, including the Gordon Highlanders, lost 16 officers and
135 others killed, and 32 officers and 534 others wounded—a total
of 151 killed and 566 wounded. The Black Watch lost 73 killed
and 228 wounded; the BSeaforth Highlanders, 41 and 146 : the
Highland Light Infantry, 12 and 85; the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, 21 and 71 ; and the Gordon Highlanders, 4 and 86,

The Guards Brigade lost 11 killed and 81 wounded: 1st
Coldstream Guards, 8 and 51 ; 2nd Coldstream Guards, 2 and 23 -
drd Grenadier Guards, 1 and 5; and 1st Seots Guards, 0 and 2,

The Cavalry, Artillery and Mounted Infantry lost 6 killed and
40 wounded, out of which the 12th Lancers lost 3 and 18, and
the 9th Lancers 1 and 10. The remaining casualties, 1 killed and
9 wounded, occurred amongst the Staff and Royal Army Medical
Corps,

BEGIMERTAL MEDICAL BERVICE.

The Black Watch.—Lieutenant H. E. M. Douglas, B.A.M.C. :
When the battalion deployed on the afternoon of December 10,

UIn gome of the lrlllt:-...'.x|||,-|,| returns wounded who died go0on after ndmission to

the field hospitals are shown under ® killad.”
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the regimental streicher-bearers werve told off to follow then
respective companies. We soon retired on the main body. There
were no casualties.

At midnight of Deecember 10—11 the Highland Brigade moved
towards the sonth-east of the ridge of the kopjes of Mage rsfontein.

Before ||-_.;|_'_|'|_:|-'i]'=-_:'| if for the meht attack T detailed the streteher-
bearers to their respective companies, and told them that when the
battalion deployed they were to keep in touch with their companies,
and if they attended or collected any wounded they were to try and
find my position and then to send or bring the wounded to me.

Just before daybreak, as the leadi companies of the Black

Watch and Seaforth Highlanders were deploying, heavy firing was

commenced by the Boers, which caused a certain amount of con-
fusion in the Brigade, resulting in the various umis getting
mixed up.

Individual efforts were afterwards made to deploy to the left.
Marching on the left of the rear company, I was carried to the left

in the efforts to deploy in that direction. During the remainder of
the day I attended the wounded of the Brigade, at a distance of
about 200 to 600 yds. from the Boers. During no part of the day
did T get in touch with any stretcher-bearers of the Brigade, but they
did their work well, as several of them subsequently received the

1H~l§|1§:'-l§-‘]1- d Conduct Meadal for their behaviour that !;.-"._'-.'.

The wounded whom I attended to were instructed by me to lie
still until the firing ceased or eased off ; those able to wall wert
told to oet back to Modder River Station, or 1f they saw a Dearer

Company to go to it ; those unabl

to walk were made as comfort-
able as E:-.-Hiim'_u-, and assured that I would reforn later in the day,
and take them to hospital. I did not actually see any squads of
bat 1
LA R I'|l!|'-:]
to, soon after I had left them. At about 11 a.m. I saw,

stretcher-bearers from the Bearer Company during the day,

know that they removed some of the wounded, that I had

about o
mile in the rear, what I considered to be the l]ll':—.hi.".:_' gtation of fhi
learer Company ; af

oo in that direction.

ter this I directed all shightly wounded cases to

Before starting, I had made up a concentrated solution ol

||||:1'["|.-f;1. which I gave hypods rmically to all the serionsly wonnded

cases ; I told them that I would come back to pick them up as

7

soon as the firing stopped. The morphia appeared to ameliorate
their misfortunes considerably.’

g severcly wounded by o shell,
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Ynd Battalion Seaforith Highlanders.—ILinentenant H. Ensor,
B.ADM.C.: On the morning of December 10, 1899, we ware warned
]Jj.' Lieutenant-Colonel Huohes Hallett, c'-.~||.'1.=.|:1|1||i|1;_{ the battalion,
that we were to move out of camp early in the afternoon and march
with the Brigade towards the Boer position. The regimental
streteher-bearers, all bandsmen, sixteen in number, with Band-
Sergeant Hoare, and a lance-corporal, were under my orders. We
marched slowly towards the Boer position, and halted while the
artillery shelled the supposed site of the enemy s trenches. This
went on until nigbtfall, when we were ordered to lie down where
we were, and get what rest we could until midnight, when the
Brigade was to advance to attack the Boer position at dawn. At
midnight we fell in, and the Brigade advanced towards the enemy,
each battalion in mass of quarter column, the Black Watch leading,
followed by the SBeaforths, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and
the Highland Light Infantry. At the first sign of dawn the
Brigade was halted, and the leading companies deployed : before the
other -;‘.f.'Jrll]'J'll‘-.;.J.-:-c conld do so a sinele shot was fired from the Boer
trenches, which we had unknowingly almost walked into. An
extremely heavy fire followed. We lay down, and the order
was given by Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes Hallel

to fix bayonets.

. ¢ men, appareéntly of their own
accord, rose up and extended in a mass to the right and left. In
the confusion I lost my streteher-bearers, and with the exception
of Band-Berge:
In about half-an-hour it was quite lizht enough to see everything

This was done, butin a few seconds

Hoare did not see any of them during the dany.

distinctly, and I did what I could for the numerous wounded who

were on the ground. TFortunately

leaving the regimental
transport 1 had filled my own haversack with bandages and packages
of lint. These came In very useful, and owing to the wounded all
belonging to kilted regiments it was possible to dress injuries of the
legs very qu

taking off putties. The first field dressines carried by the men

ickly, as no time was expended in ripping up trousers or

were extremely useful, and in most cases were all that was required.
During the course of the r||c:1‘[1ij]; I worked along the 'E,L:"[ of our
line, and came upon some mounted infantry mixed up with the
“E_-,'.ill-'L“lE' rs. Here I found the Cape Medical Staff wera doing
most excellent work. When I eame upon them the stretchers they
had at their disposal were already being used for the carriage
of wounded to a dressing station about 1,000 yd. in rear, but
the men not engaged in carrying were, under the command of one
of their junior officers, occupied in dressing the numerous wounded

R e —— .

—
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who had not yet been removed. I arrived at this par of the

field about half an hour after the Scandinavian commando had

besn ;-:11;|I|;|'g-._]_ Having obtained a forther supply of bandases
from one of the men of the Bearer Company, I returned agnin along
onr line and came on Lieutenant-Colonel Huoghes Hallett. Near
ded yNeers, hesides %-"k'-'l'ill. men, many of whom

him were two won
were hopel
thr
dressed him as well a5 I could, and also the other wonnded. Having

-.~:--|_1-' wonnded, One of the wounded officers was shot

azh the body and the jaw, and was almost speechless. I

L

noticed a folded streteher lying on the ground at some little distance
I ran to it, bronght it up, opened it, and placed the officer on
it. d the men if any of them would velunteer to carry
him down the slope to a less exposed place. Our men were replying
vigorously to the Boer fire at the time. Two men immediately gob

h. however. did
n, nowever, Qi

up, and carried hum off under a really hot fire, wi

them no harm. DBand-Sergeant Hoare took the other wounded

officer, Captain Fetherstonhaugh, on his back, and carried him ount

of fire.
Having done all I could here, I went off to search for more
wounded and met Douglas, who waz attached to the Black Waich,

on the same errand. We separated after a short conversation, and

[ never saw him aeain until the second day alter, when he was n

the hospital train going down to the base, severely wounded by a

ghrapnel buliet in ace. It was, as a rule, quite hopeless to
remaove the '!::'.‘5-|--~-1 cases even 1f we had stretchers and bearers,

as the fire was too hot, and to attempt to do so would only have

ted in more casnalties. The less severely wounded slowly

resil

worked their way to the rear by themselves, in many cases helping

each other About midday I saw the Seaforth water-cart

L]

and the Scotch cart, which carried the medieal and surgieal
panniers, advancing up the slope on the left of one f our babteries

with

which was in action. I went to it, filled my havers:

i
dressings, and refilled my w ter-bottle, and then returned to the
the wounded were. At this time the fire bad died down

line where t

4 8 -].'!l'

gomewhat, and 1 was

the Hirhland

advance of the Gordor

sricade then took plac i webion.
wig vearsy hat, and the the wonnded were [rom
want of water, which in most cases it was impossible to relieve.

retired about 1,000 yards, and formed

Abont 3
again. At this period the Boers opened fire with their artillery,
burst their shells [ar

=
=
-

but theair ,:]1.|_-|_i_|::_{ Wi Very poor, o

L . e st ke 1 S e e A AN L e e
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Lo |'|i;,:’h. [ retired with the Brigade, and found that I 1.1a|_e=.;1;_::1|-n
cloge to the Bearer 'i"-}!llp:Lnl'..'. One of their ambulance Warons
came up and advanced towards the Boer position to attempt to
get in as many of the seriously wounded as might be possible ;
with it went Surgeon-Major W. Beevor, Scots Guards, who was
then in command of the Divisional Field Hospital, about four men
of the Cape Medical Staff, and mysell. We soon filled it with
wounded, but while L'I'lj_":lj_‘l-d sl ]Jl':‘l‘lin-,: i Colonel Downman and
Captain Gordon, of the Gordon Highlanders, both of whom were
serionsly wounded, the DBoers opened such a heavy fire that we
had to send the ambulance wagon back. After this we separated,
the morning to continue the

ooing up to the scene of action of
work of dressing as many of the wounded as we could find. A
|>]'ir;1[:- of the Cape Medical Staff :h'u.-||1'|1:L|'|"|--]_ me, and we droszed
many wounded, but their great want was water, and our water- .
bottles were soon empty. 1 gave away all the morphia tablets
n my ﬁ]'.;-a:-cir1j._,r-|_';|_-1|: to the .‘=-::I'i-.:‘.|>|}' wonnded, but what was
wanted was a solution of movphia for injection which could be given
at once to wounded whom 1t was 1impossible fo remove and I never
afterwards went into action without a supply. While on this
duty we got quite near to the Boer trenches, which were full of |I
men ; 1']""."' soon noticed us, however, and drove us AWy with rifle |
fire. When it began to get dark we retired, and 1 rejoined my
unit. The next 1:1-:-1':15_r1;_{ the Brgade retired to camp Al Moddep
River, and on arrival all the uninjured medical officers were at
once put on duty at the Field Hospital to look after the numerous

wonnded.

15t Batialion Argyll and Sutherlaond High landers,—~Captain
J. BE. Carter, B.AM.C.: On the afternoon of December 10 we
marched out about three miles from Modder River Station and
halted while the guns bombarded the kopjes. It was raining heavily.
At mightfall we bivonacked. Ovrders came round shortly to the effect |
that at 12 midnight we were to advance in quarter column until |
close up to the Boer trenches, then extend in double companies, -
5 wvards interval, A and B in front, C and I behind, and so on: aon I

first approach of daylight, to storm the position with the bayonet.

These orders were delivered by our O.C. to the officers.
We ate bully beef and biscuit and cautiously partook of water, '
as our water-bottles had to last us probably all next day; then we
|

silently lay down and tried to sleep. At midnight we were quietly
roused, and fell in, in pitch dark, and cautiously advanced. The
ow the battalion

'I".':,_-_'::Lll.'l'llll.] stretcher-bearers were ordered to fol
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later. Just then two men hddiing with their rifles loosed thew off.
RHain was again descending in forrents, a thunderstorm came on,
and it was bitterly cold. It was so dark that as we marched we
got into some confusion. One had to march tonching the man in
front. Somewhere about 4 a.m. we came under the Boer positicn,

a high kopje rising up just in front; one could now just see the

outhne of ;-l-:'l-:'lz-c and murmurs went round that we should get

extended at once. The Black Watch which was leading received

an order to extend, but the order never gab to my POSILION ; W2 Wers
L ¥ -

the third battalion behind the Seaforths and in front of the Highland

Laght Infantry. It was generally believed that a red licht was now

shown on the Boer right, and immediately on its bei

a terrific five was poured into the Brigade. When fired on we were

huddled up like sardines. Being on the left rear of the battalion,
I could touch the * HL.I.L" behind me. Some shouted * Fix
bayonets,"” * Charze,” and some of the Black Wateh and parties
in front did so; others were so huddled np they conld not. Some

shouted “ Lne down ;"™ others ot

realb. In the centre men fell

over each other—five and six deep, but being on the left, I was not
trodden on.

soon 1 got under cover of serub and found a few men scatbered
about. By this time the Boers' fire had practically ceased, except
for some -:||||i||-;. [ cams WO SOTe wonnded and dressed them
ap and sent them back. Ounr gans shelled the snmmit of the hill
severely and so kept down the Boer fire from the top of

our men who were lying under it. It was then about

othcers were rallying the men by getting hold of those next to
them. Many were withont rifles, which had fallen or else been
knocked out of fheir hands. That many lost th
no fault of their own is certainly true. My corp

rifles throngh

lost the field

medical companion, but he was in no way ta blam

Lientenant Clarke ih'l]*-'d with his |.':;1.'||i||-:_ to account for

a party of about fifty Scandinavians, killed, wounded, and prisoners ;

those not wounded sot up, threw down their rifles, held up their
hands, and ran at full speed up to our men.

The shelling of the hill was beine continued all this time, and
men, as they were rallied, were advanced up to about 500 yvards
from the Boer trenches. Here the men lay most of the day and
there were many casualties.

| h'l'i.'-.v-fl up there until we were ordered to refire, the order
being due to the fact that we were being enfiladed by our own
men. There were a number of dead and wounded where we had

4
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been. Later, an ambulance went up and took some of the wounded

away.
1st Highland Light Infantry—Lieutenant T. C. Mackenzie,
RAMC. : On December 10, Colonel Kelham, r'-:"|||:‘.:1|||'|i|1;'__f the

N

battalion, l.':L”'-'l.:. __g_.l. Liie officers '|-:;-§_'!'1_I|'_|, I ;I_‘L; told us that he bad

received orders that the Brigade would march massed in quarter

g trenches at dawn

eolumn at about midnight to attack the enem;
with the bayonet. When we advanced I had with me the regi-
mental ““sick ¢ .|-3.~.|5-;l[" (who was killed), with the surgical haversack.
The bandsmen were detailed to act as regimental stretcher-bearers.!

Al officers were dismonnted : the horses, water-carts, medical
and surgical panniers, &ec., being left in charge of the regimental
quartermaster. All men carried their first field dressings and
emergency rations, and water-bottles were filled. 1t was patch

dark and raimng in torrents

The battalion was rear of the Brigade, and our orders were to
keep close up and follow the battalion in front of us. No talking
was allowed, and I could only distinguish the officer marching next
to me from the rest of the men by stooping down and seeing the
hI'IiI.l:ll.' of hiz helmet .::,1-Ii.*'l-‘. the :-|i:.'_

Just as dawn was breaking and before, as far as 1 know, any

had come for our battalion to extend, a regular storm of

poured into the Brigade. It was of course a complete

o

bullets wa
surprise, and the Brigade was thrown into confusion and many
came back on us, The Colonel and others gave the order to lie
down. "Those of us who could did so, and were badly trampled on.
It was here that a great number were killed and wounded, and
the ground was strewn in every direction with men, rifles, helmets
and stretchera
Individual off
of the regiments, formed them into lines and advanced in extended
formation, and 1;1_‘-' down to awail reinforcements. The work of
;..’llli!:; the wonnded back comimenced i:l'.]ll-'-ii:i'.'ll-'_".', bt unloriu-

warg collected men as soon as 1‘-::.—'.-iil]l-, il‘:'w;]].'{'f_i‘-'l.'

nately the stretcher-bearers had got mixed up with everyone else;
gome had lost their stretechers and I_:':']-L\'.,:‘ up rifles instead, and each
man went where he I.';'.c-l'.:_._;:';l best.

[ lost my helmet and very soon got bowled over by the sun and

of the H.T.]

gine wonnded,  With the vtmost coolness and

i, was .I.1.'|'.L'.-\.:.":":} '..:Il' Victoria Cross
'

us gallantry in

L 1 3 ' - i .
leliberation he sak down next & wounded man and altended to m oin '\=|II|.|' Ol

g hail of bullets which kept raining round him.
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want of food and wa

ter, and I had no recollection of how T was
ught back to Modder River.
Ist Gordon Highlanders.—Captain P. J. Probyn, RAM.C.: The
battalion! moved from Modder River at 3 a.am. In rain, 1"-|‘.‘||'i:‘.5_:
escort to the supply column.

We reached our rendezvous after daybreak j:;.ul as the 4:7-in.

bre

ouan commmenced I".I.:1___:. Later on :1r||||;;_:'||'|.:~_.'- WAZONS .'-;|'|-|-_1|-_'_-|f|:_

Highland Brigade easualties L"'.{-"-‘-'. 0 Pass 1us, and wounded were
straggling ba

going forward to give a hand. Taking Corporal Mackay® and the

k in all directions. The Colonel assented to my

orderly with the Secotch cart fo a clomp of trees to left of the
position of the field batieries, we set up a small aid station.

Abont 10 a.m. orders were received for half a battalion of the
(Gordons to move up in -:'1115mi't of the Highland |’-s-'i_:_':|_|,'|-, The men
were extended, and worked up to about 400 yards of Magersfontein
Fall, The whole of the bandsmen stretcher-bearers (eicht
stretchers) were |.lllflj_-|ll IJ!J in rear of this frst |I:If|!I il5|l|.-_
and were quickly engaged with wounded of the Gordons and other

M,

Highland regiments. The strefcher-bearers before long lost touch
as they had to take the wounded long distances. The Gordons
goon gob well 1n advance of all other corps, but to the left front of
1ded were lying about.

The resiment had to take whatever cover was available. The
firlng became vary hof, and men were |||'U'|j|E':|'i:'_-_: on all sides.

Corporal Mackay and myself were kept busy attending to scores

them numbers of dead and won

of woanded besides the Gordons, and our dressings soon became
exhausted. When ]"ll'\-\.*-i..!".!l' men were divected to crawl back to the
clump of trees, from which they were carted by the ambulance
wagons of the Cape Bearer Company.

Liate in the day, when there was a lull in the firing, Surgeon-
Major W. Beevor and myself took two ambulance wagons towards

if tha band were trained as streteher-bearvers and in firet aid for

wrgh in November, 1S9,
Also befora sa

deugs, dressings, &e.—prob:

wil inoEk of the

MmEn Were ver
]!:'l:lilll; i.': I:..'I
prezsion : puthorized equipment was i.”.'.'.i.l.l:l: 1be for al

T Now Lt in J. B, ?.j.-l,l_"r'“ll',_ V.C. On Deace
less in attending the wounded.” Farmerly a me

Mackay served with the Govden Highlanders at D

'|_'.' fadqr-
of T.CI., Corporal
later on in-the Eonth

ar he was awarded the Vietoria Crosa ' CONEPIGUONE |.'.:_||_,-,;|_;,|_., and

brave conduct in attending to wounded at Crow's Nest Hill, near Johanneshure,

in FE;‘.[L‘ af |.a-l.'i..'|;5' far frormn cover and '.\'iti'.il: w:'!::,nrl. IO ';"1- ‘.|.il.' i:’;_‘q_-:-c,

—-- e e e e oA b L B kg i e




the spot where Captain W. L. Gordon,' of the Gordon Highlanders,
:|_:|.;[ I,En.-:;[:-'.';;'|||| Waterhouse, of the Bea forths, bath H"-'l.?l'-i'll'g'
boers did not fire upon

wounded, were said to be lving. The ]
wounded, but soon

ns when collecting these and other sever
our 4-T-in. gun burst some shelis on the kopje, and just then we
zot several volleys from the kloof of the hill on our left. Unfortu-
nately some of the bearers were hit. No doubt this was partly due
to several combatants taking cover around the retiring ambulance
wacons. Previous to this Colonel Downman was wounded ; Captain

BiS.

Towse assisted him down to the l!_!l.illl:]? of trees, and a stretcher
.;_'_.||-.'.-_'.'.--| him to the field |:-'.-|'i[.=.-l-i.
W

__g-:,.:l;';,|-1:r;«.;_';;,-_;| .-,1.'\i|'|-- to the |".:'-.- 'Ih-_'l:'l.' wea had to le 1Jt:I'f-.'L;L]‘~'
(o ] | & &

aave what aid we counld to wounded on our extreme right

flat.

At first T put the regulation tally on the wounded, but finding
this impracticable I threw the book awav.

When my dressings were exhausted, I had to return to the
Qeoteh cart for fresh supplies. Proceeding in a direct line, the
enemy got one's range and shot close: but going zig-zag, and

ite from H:lEE:iE'.:__'_ [ do not think

falling as if wounded, gave a re
the Boers knew I was a medical ofhcer, as the resulation brassard
was indistinct at that distance.”

The small aid stafion near the |']|J|||_| of trees 'Ill'll"-"l'l:l to be too
close—one of the mules was shot in the lee, and a second was killed
near by, The Cape Bearer Company did excellent work ; this was
the only bearer company we were in touch with.

After the general refirement, late in the afternoon, the Gordons
took up a F:nl:—ili-\‘.‘. close to Headguarter Hill for the night.

wg Baltery R.H.A. Lieutenant &. G. Delap, R.AN.C:
On December 11, soon after dawn, about 4 nm., “&" Battery
weers and Mounnted Infantry in the

moved oot with the 12th [in
Brirade, and came up the eastern

direction of the
extremity of a low stony ndge, afterwards known as Horse

, V.0 reached a point 280

led, He was assisted in

bhe men, ar

kilt, &e., of the regiment to which he was attached.




Artillery Hill. Just then some stragglers from the Highland
Bricade were refiring over it. A few mi the battery was
in action abount 2,000 wvards east by sonth from the sounth-east
corner of the main kopje, with its right flank at the boundary
fence -c|-1lr-|,;':l.[':.']:_{ Cape Colony and the Orance Free State.

The hollow interveming between the Boer positions on the

vight front and ** G ™ Battery was [or the most part cover d with
the left front of Horse

Artillery Hill towards the wain kopje the ground was open and

SCALLered clumps ol sy, DL

bare, except for a few ant-heaps and one or two 1zolated |'|Il||||l-
of bush. It was across this open ground that the Hiy

cliland
Brigade advanced to the aitael at dawn, having followed the
0
il

raclks! leading from Modder River Btation to Magersfontein
(Bisset’s) as far as Horse Arvtillery Hill, where 1t turned
towards :3‘.|- sonth-east eorner of the main ]u-|-|x'.

When taken Dby surj
heavy fire p mred 1t 16 ab close range, the men scattered all over

kI TI1

Ireck
. ¥ b 1. gA
j_|--|, and thrown o coninsion Y Line

the open space south, south-east and east of the main kopje ;
nd ant-heaps, a few pushed on and
hind the
Boer trenches; alarge number made [ov the bush further to the east
in the hellow between Horse Avtillery Hill and the Boer !'l.:'\il.il.""
on the crest of the rizse north-east of 16. A [ew fell back behind
Artillery Hill, where they eventually reformed, and helped to hne
that p wsition Of those who lay down in the open few returned

BOING ]'1‘.' down in the OpEn beh

actually turned the eastern flank of the kopje and got b

unwounded, and it was there that most of the fatalities oceorred, as

thus exposed and in foll view from the main kopje they were
constantly sniped. Those who reached the bush were more
fortunate, thoneh not 1n o position Lo nse their rifles withonut the
risk of shooting comrades lying further ont. Many lay out there
all day without firing a shot and only retired towards evening or
during the afternoon, when an attempt was made by the Boers to
turn .L"'r richt flank of Horse Avkillery Hill; this was |l:'_|':§:|||_-:,'

¥

suceesaful i that it caunsed a retirement of our J'f_-_;'.'ll. in which the

hlanders again suffered severely.

q.-[||'!-.5r;'|[|'.;|_-|:c few casnalties ocenrred on Horse .'I'l.l':ii.]l'l':l.' Hall,
considering its exposed position, but there were many wounded
1‘m|:'.‘.]'in:.," attention at ecertain ll.lilli-‘» in the bush in front of 1t
Owing to the formation of the ground and the fact that the front
and crest of Horze .-".E'li||"|'_'n' Hill were l'I::--_‘-' L'-‘«']-"-:-Crl] to the en: !||_*.':-'

1 Mot shown on the map
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rifle fire at 2,000 yards, and less, it was inadvisable to take out full
:-tt'l_-l-.']u-r:-'!]'.i:'.L|¥. as they were too L-:srl-»|-it'|:.r_1;.- and .*'-'-:'.lii|}'~5:'t"~‘-' fire 3
however, at times when the fire slackened, it was feasible to con-

vev a casualty to the rear of the ndge with two bearers to a

stretcher, and possibly a third somewhere within hail as a relief,
or for one bearer to help a slightly wounded case along., It was
necessary at all times to take advantage of every available bit of

cover, such as bush or even grass. The moment any one moved

out in the open sniping c nnmenced, but immediately ceased or
|II Came =0 I.'I'Ei!.li-.! a8 Lo ';;l- }Ili!'lll]l'?ﬁ il |,-||||]-l|ill:__': O .||' H-_E'| I]..."lz"
braszard and *S.B.” arm bands were, in all ]-E'-ﬂ-z.-:t}".':_'-'. one of

the first things to cateh the eye of Boer snipers, and certainly

at 500 to 1,000 yards they must have been frequently seen as

: o
BOMmMetning

eross would be invisible at that distance—not that the enemy
1y

wwed much respect for it when I.il-x'j.' saw 1t y DI one OCCRS10n

white moving amongst the bushes. Of course the red

immediately after parleying with some members of the Boer
ambulance corps (about 600 to 800 yvards from the Boer trenches)
they warned me that their people would fire on anyone so far out,
no .|::--.'L:L-|- how occupied, and before they had withdrawn more than
s few yards sniping recommenced from the bush close at hand,
which they had just left, necessitating a rapid and undignified

n my part for the nearest scrub, while they departed at

their leisure unmolested across the open.

er first aid to a
number of casualties ouk in the bush in front of Horse .I'I.I'r:.l.:li".‘-.'

During the forenoon it was possible to renc
Hill. Some were moved into better cover and given a small supply
of water when possible. Water was, unfortunately, almost im-
possible to obtain, or only in very small quantities. G ™ Battery
water-cart was eventually filled lats in the alternoon at the Modder
Biver, 3% miles 1n rear, and brought op to the '[1..-i|i-|:1, b the
water was urgently needed for the troops lining the ridee, who had
sun all day, and who were

he slighter casualties, who had

; : D ;
been |'-:!I:..' g undaer & DHsSLerin

A

&
1
!

relatively worse off than some of

:
nd bush ; moreover,

found a certain amount of shade and cover b

it would have been :|;;-:1.- impossible to distribute water amonost

y easualties scattered over so wide and exposed an area fall after

little to be done with stretcher :-C':_'I.!-.i-' or ambulance
of Horse _-'ll|'-_i}i:-1.'_x' Hill, for, though 1t was :]'lil:-

gle individuals to move from place to place without

drawing much in the way of fire, a stretcher squad or ambulance




:"r:.;

target. On one oceasion an ambulance
about 500 vards from Horse Artillery Hll

! ; : = EoTER -
refontein Farm (Bissett's), in order

wagon made

Wigon wWas FLE

.'!..II!I.E_" [hl.' .-.I.I-. Lef di

to remove five sev grouped 1n an exposed
[

DOS1II0n -I Y i ':.'ill.'!:l

t came in for little
i and on the

attention on the outward journev, but while loading up

to the st of casualties. IE was, however, an X Tl

repeated. A number of e

which lay some oUU to sl yards to the ]--!". front of "
were Drought 1n irom time o bime &s opp I"IHIL L

1
Wele Deliuryedl Il 3k

were able fo walk with assistance, ;L._l 5

wonnded DBoer ]':-:;', found loose near by with a saddle on its back.
Although this p had five severe bullet wounds it made several
wonrnevs o fro until it became too exhausted ;

; Y sy Th
commenced to leed. he

wera I||l.--||'-.' EII LWo or Ll.l!'- = ILL]'C,_'.' 5“

:l:i';i:.n cacnalt v
attempts to stand had been made, but others were scattered through
Ehe hohfo e :E"r-t-']"":“"-l on their lii f , Which had been

stopped by parties of Highlanders scattered through the bush far
put. The Boer "]-=-.':|-]-L-..'." was put out of action by the mght
Battery. The t am was left where it fall,
L) _\.;__ﬂ'.:ig or =0 1n front of the I- ey 1'!-; l'..lI!-C. ”i:'.l.! '\:-:\.:'hll.l-!-.lll-l.l"l

gun Was ::I-F':‘_I'L:n‘-_.}' removed in wl

sechion gans ol L 5

at seemed to be a DBoer ambu
' { e .~.: wn

visited the spot -IJ-uln
battlefield while £
that there was little to be done in the way of

casnalties fonnd

lanee on, which

...___h

Wiy @
W il

IEFTEES

to this part of th

I'|I II nt e sl

firet aid so near the enemy’s lines, 4s

were dead, some, unfortunate |".' kEilled I‘ ¥ OUr OWn S0 ell fire. It is
not advisable that medical officers should, as a rule, undertake such
duties, but in the circumstances 1t was justifiable, as the

individnals moving from pl

need, and from the nature of the ground the ri
to place was more apparent

o S

real : moreover, there was little prospect of the bearer comps
being able to render assistance or remove the casunalties within

repsonable time. Experiences during the engazement showed ;

o ia " . .
} P ssibility of rendering a cerfain amount

an ambulance wag

positions, ]_:;n'ii::;':]::r]:; I
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line, as it tends to disclose the exact position of the firing line to
the enemy as well as to draw fire.

(3) Brassards and arm-bands, or anything conspicunous abount
the person, are a source of danger when moving about in bush, as
they are likely to catch the eye of the enemy's marksmen.

(4) Wounded lving in the open, except cases of extreme
urgency, should not be attended to ov bronght in |‘:I‘.' medical per-
gonnel till firing slackens or ceases, except when there is cover
close at hand to place the patient behind until he can be removed
later.

(5) The extreme value of cover, however %]i;:ht, and the adwvis-
:Ll;ii::j.' of selecting for the purpose 111 -‘.‘!riE:-::l,'I:-:-I::-. cnhi;'-:-u";:c on the

landsecape, e.g., small bushes or low scrub in preference to large
bushes or trees.

12th Lancers—Major T. J. O'Donnell, B.AM.C. : On our first
move forward from Horse Artillery Hill we found a nomber of
||i._'l‘l|:l,‘.!:::-‘:'r:—lh-'j.' ware ]I'-Cir'l:_g I=::I,[. :I,.‘|::. it Was ;:}|||::'|.-'x.=':.:'!.-.||: to take
medical assistance to them as any movement drew fire. The dis-
mounted squadron of the 12th Lancers and the mounted infantry,
in fairly thick bosh about half a mile north-east of “G " H:lllt-r_'c.
had several casualties—thoueh near the ENEIY, l||L-_'-.' could not see
them or be seem. A few ambulavee wacrons and stretcher squads
from the Guardz Brigade Bearer Company were in rear of Horse
Artillery Hill. Some of these were called up and utilized. It was

1.|‘I||ll‘-':‘-||l!-.: Lo ;-'r II:':_".’:-!l.'I:: near ||Il.' i[Z'_'\.!'.I..'EI'Il..llZ'I':-C I Our owll

vicinity, while it was easy enough, owing to the formation of the
eronnd, to el A Wagon l|::ih' close to the dismounted lancers and
mounted infantry who were nearver to the enemy.

9th Lancers.—Captain J. V. Forrest, R.AM.C.: Most of the
casualties occurred in the early morning of December 11. Nearly
all were attended to, except one man who was reported missing and
who was found next day with a broken arm pinned to the ground
by lus dead borse. “G" squadron was sent forward fo reconnoitre
a part ol the eround, about a mile south-east of the kopje, and got

badly peppered. Most of the cases were able to ride® to the dress-

ing station, including & man who lost the greater part of his heel.

Later on in the day the greater part of the regiment fought dis-

=

forrest notes that on TRy DRSNS |i'.:|i:|.:' the war wounde:d

1o eonld noet have wi «fl, were able o ride a few miles before

rred bl :.: COsEE :"1.|I||"i. on horseback as 200 R

S ——
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mounted, but incurred few casnalties. Toward evening we were
ordered to form up and _1-5:"«»;--[ the horses, 'I"ru--j.' had _-!'I:H?_ started
to do so when the first Boer shell of the day burst over us and did
damage to the four corners of the squadron. One splinter cut a
strap on an officer’s bridle and the bit fell from the horse’s mouth.
At another corner one man was hit in the neck by a ghrapnel bullet.
1'-1:(' |:E"'l'~'I!I-]' .E,‘-'\.'!E_‘\. E?"I'I'I.'I 1]1f' !-:EIHT

R.F.4.—Major H. L. Battersby, R.A.M.C. : The batteries were
together during the day. Wounded, including men of other Corps,
were dressed af the ]'-.*:-:Ii-:!:. and, if able, Il.'!-:'_'.' walked to where the
ambulance wagons were drawn up in rear. Some were carried on
stretehers } the bearvers of the ['.-u!-r' Medieal Staff Lorps Bearer
Company attached to the Highland Brigade. I noticed one or
maore :n]'l.'afl-: of that company marching along the firing lhine with
folded stretehers seavching for wonnded. At davk the batteries
moved to a new P -"-Ci|_i-.l!l: there was a oreal demand [or water for
men and horses. The mules of my Scoteh cart were ||!:4_l'-:lf.='!':ﬂ'l|
before dark to be watered and they did not return. Assisted by
the ."1-1|_"||l' nt. who held a lighted candle to enable me to see, |
dressed several wounnded of all co rps, who came in fo where the

batteries were after dark. T used the fi field dressing, as unlor-

|,=:!'IZ:|,!'-._'-. LER 1NVl WS :!".'lil:'.'

nable Beoteh eart with the equipme

where, and to look for 1t 1n the darkness was out of fthe

ion, but we continned doing what we could for the wounded.

What they required most were warm blankets and beef tes,
' that officers

We sent men

after them, Ir:.li, EXCEePE 1IN one or wo i!'l:‘-\-:..;: ces they never |'I.'|||]'||"ii

Y
i'-.. (4L :"llr"!"'-:l'_:‘.!"\- CRINna Al ..'!'::'l"'n:..

men were lyving wounded in different

that night, baving been hopelessly lost in the darkness.
drd Grenadier Guards.—Captain C. W. Profeit, RAMC.:

thizs ficht the hattalion was in reserve, only two |'::2:.]:;'-.I1il‘:~

in the firing line. One man was killed and a few wounded.

— =

digadvantace of n.':-IIIZ"l.:[I|I'Z'.|ErI_E the :-LI‘.'-'::']'.l'I'|::':'|i'| 2 in such
eirenmstances was well brought out. In the afternoon a equad
was wanted, so I took one up to where the casualty oceurred,
but had -:i|'_'|';|-|1i1:1.' in reaching the .:E‘“-"" which was ve ry expe wmed

the men holding 1t had been greatly worried by a Boer marks-

man who fired on the shehtest movement and but for the cover

-i:llillill;.l!'l'.-t ':I!l":'l' '.".'.'-I'-.i

irom fair 1 have been many casnalties,

After this battle the stretcher-bearers marched with their own
companies and were always on the spot if required. This pre-

vented a mod

deal of misunderstanding and kept the bearers well
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up in the firing line, as, after all, carrying a rifle and getting a
chance of a shot 15 a very different thing to carrying a stretcher

"
f

and being a good mark for other people with no chance to retaliate.

veemre (raeards. —Cay |!|,E"I A, "l.l'l--. ”.l.'|!: r: =oon alter
ton was in action.  The rerimental streteher-bearers

0
-
okl
-~
-
(=

K Lne Nrat casualties, the

Ware oy :illl {1 11l T¢

not return near the front

a5 the ground was expos

fire, which made movement difficult—but not impossible. Wounded

remained in positions aff rer, as far as possible, during the

until removed by the Bearer Company to the field hospitals or

until opportunity enabled them to walk there. After dark Captain
Hooper obtained an ambulance wagon [rom the Guards Brigade
Bearer Company and took it to the ground where the battalion had

1
been in action, but, it was very dark and the d was s0 broken

that movement was diffienlt, No casualties were ]ﬁ-'ku-i up, and
shouting failed to get any reply, so th ance wagon was brought

LR e

T

T i
to the site of the Guards Field Hospmtal.
he 2nd Coldstream Guards' casualties were dealt with similarly

to those of the 12th Lancers and Horse Artillery.

Figrn Mepican Usits.

By 4 a.m. bh medical nnits were situated thus :
In Hill: Guards Bric
Hospital, Highland 1

Field H w"_:'f'.;l:. Divisional

n the vicinity of Headguarte

o
1
.|
i

Company, {(Guards

Bearer Company,
Troops Field Hospital.

.III..-I. Maodder River Camp: 9th Bricade Bearver Company (less
a detachment under Lieutenant Fell at the Ganeer's Hut), 9th

=]

Brigade IMield Hy

The units which accompanied No. 3 column from Modder af

spital.

230 a.m. had a dificalt march owing to the extreme darkness,

d the Guards DBrigade Bearer Company at one time completely

Soon alter davbreak the

wid Brigade Bearer Company

forward and opened a dressing station—about 5 a.m.—at
it 1,000 vards in advance of the site of the

$ g 1 A
streteher s

1 to fall ba

'he officer commanding Guards Bneade Bearer

not aware of the position of the troops, but after
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advanced from Headquarter Hill bhe heard firing on the right froni
and moved in that direction.

“ After going a little more than a mile through serub, in which we
ol |
way to a point that appeared to be safe, close to a dry pan. We

1 till the next day. We at once
i on man abont 1 2400 _'\':!r.",:: cast of

conld not wet a pood view, we came under fire and fell back a short

halted there and did not move aoa

opened dressing station (ma

Headguarter Hill) as wounded were already walking back from fi

line. This was about 5.15 a.m, Stretcher squads under Captain
J [l Beach went outb eastwards and towards Horse .Ill.lll;i".._l'a- [l“.
Ambulanee wagons went forward when and where :I'll'-‘*:..-' le, but
their movements were altogether governed by enemy’s fire and the
ound. By 630 aom. a number of wonunded had been ecollected.
k walked to Modder River, if wounded
e

Few of them could i
sufficiently to be allowed to £ y baek at all,
The Highland Brigade Field Hospital was ordered to halt with

ks Wasnns narked about il::,i_i a m le sonth of !!l'.L:]li_ll::l'!l'I' H1ll [Bae

rear field hospital, marked on Map) ; this unit took no part in the
Brigade BHield il--.-:t;i!:L:. and the Divisional Field Hospital halted in

advance of the Highland Brigade Field Hospital, nearer to Head-

|
r | =L - e | 1 Niiiae - . = AL it -
work of taking in wounded dwaring the forenoon. The Guards

quarter Hil

At 7 a.m., as the wounded were coming in very rapidly, the
Highland B arer Company and the Guards DBearer Com-
pany were ord v Colonel Townsend, P.M.0O., to send fully
loaded ambulance wagons to Modder River. Af 7

_.-I|' '||||'-\.|'
ambulance wazons started with 50 wounded.

At 8 a.m. the Guards Field Hospital personnel was ordered up

o help the Guards Bearer Company, and the Divisional TField

‘ompany. The majority of the personnel of the Divisional Field
r-bearvers during the morning and early

]i..-hl-i|1| wag ordered to ln'lp the Highland DBrneade DBearer
Ll
|

[ospital were used as stretch

fternoon. Tt was not known at the time '.",';:-"!‘!- r the 9th :-:I'E_ Ll

1
had been engaged, 50 4 MESss

8.3L.0., of that brigade, asking him to send out some ambulance
wagons of the 9th Brigade Bearer Company if they could be spared.
] [1.A.M.C., was cal
vl jnarter Hill with

earer Company and

On receipt of this request Lieutenant
form the Ganger's Hut and sent ont lowards

;
1 T s sadc aF 1 (3T | E T
about three stretecher squads of the 9th Bropade 1
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.‘Il!'ll'ij.' a dozen wagons of sorts. He r'l"]I!'II'1:"cl himself to Colonel
Hartley in command of the Dressing Station at Headqnarter Hill,
and was ordered to go forward and start a collecting station. This
was opened a little later at a point near the road from Modder River
to Magersfontein Farm 1,000 yards east of the 65th (Howitzer)
Ei:lll--l'_‘.'. R.F.A. (see '."r|':z[-]. Larce numbers of unwonnded men in
addition to wounded collected here and impeded the work. Ambu-
lance wagons came up continually and were filled and sent back to
Colonel Hartley at the Dressing Station at Headquarter Hill.

At 10 a.m. the firing had slackened very much. The ambulance
wagons sent in at 7.50 a.m. began to arrive back [rom Modder,

H.-" ] pm. the Guards Bearer Company had sent 1n to Modder
Raver 130, and the Highland Brigade Bearer Company 130—total
260, Mosgt of the ambalance wagon mules had by now done two
journeys to Modder River and covered more than 20 miles, not
including, in the case of the Guards Bearer Company, the nmight
march out from Modder River. They required rest and had to
be fed and watered ad Voetpad's Drft, two miles south of Head-
quarter Hill. This delayed the evacuation.

v clear of fire, and as the

At 230 p.m. the whole front was fairl
nummber of wounded not vel brought 1n was evidenily large it was

decided to slop sending the ambulance wagons to Modder River and
nse them all in front fo convey wounded to the dressing stations.
At 3 pm., the Guards Field Hospital was ordered to move
its equipment up to the site of the Guards Bearer Company
Dressing Station and O there. The Ivisional Field H||.~.||f:_;1|_

received a similar order shortly afterwards. The position was a

of some
thick scrub and trees about one mile east of Headquarter Hill,
24 miles south of Magersfontein Hill, 2 miles north of the river,
| Ivance line of the 1st Coldstream Guards
and about 5% miles (by nearest tracks) from Modder River Station.

convenient one, situnated it was at the western aq

L miles west of the i
Owing to the stony nature of the ground it was in:pue::-_cﬁ:;]v to
pitch tents at points other than in the immediate vieinity of the
dry pan where the Guards Bearer Company established its Dressing
Station.

At 4 pm. Colonel Townsend decided to a

i cominence eviacn-
ation to Modder River, and some empty supply wagons in charge of
an officer, which the BSerjeant-Major of the Guards Brigade
Bearer {'|||||]-:L::_1.' Jli:'lu-:i up on the veldt, were loaded and sent in.
However, soon afterwards it was apparent that all the medieal
units would be required to deal with the wounded still out on the
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field. There were many to be dressed and fed, and at 4.30 p.m. the
Highland Brigade Field Hospital, which up to then had been kept
completely 1n reserve, was ordered to pitch alongside the Guards
Field Hospital. In a very short time its tents were filled, and
indeed wounded kept dropping in all through the night. A little
later the Highland Brigade Bearer Company was ordered to move

the wonnded from the Dressing Station at Fleadguarter Hill to

the same =ite, as 1t was thonrht desirable to concentrate all the

wounded and medical uniis at the same place for the night and
thus get as many as possibl

11 .. -
| nea -.'-Z'H‘:'!I-II!!'I] umnLs

ST 1
unaeaer cover.

az an enlarged dressing station.
The wounded were given beef tea, milk and in some cases the
rations carried for the personnel of the medical units. Wounded
at the Guards Bearer Company Dressing Station were refained
there after Field Hospitals opened beside it. The Guards Brigade
Field E|-‘--]'-i|;|.].1 acting as a dressing station, dealt with a we 'y
large number.

The two officers of the German Army Medieal Service attached
to that unit were untiring in rendering valuable assistance to the
wounnded throughont the day and rli:_:h‘-_.

ll, 9th DBrirade Bearer Company, I tnrned to his

Lientenant
unit at Modder River with the stretcher squads abont 6 p.m.; the
amba ce wagons he brought out had already gone in with wounded.
About 9 p.m. Lord Methuen told the P.M.0O. confidentially that

the whole force would probably have to fall baek.

Colonel Townsend Ii;--l':-l;p-:rl decided, with the G.0.C.'s con-
currence, to begin immediately to -.El':-':l.':I:L!IJ the wonnded to Modder
[iiver.

The field hospitals (Guards, Highland, and Divisional), and

the Guards and Highland Brigade bearer companies, were at once

a monnted messenger® was sent to warn
Major Harris, 9%th Brigade F.H., S.M.0., at Modder River to pre-

pare Lo receive convoys durng the r:i_:_-_':_i.

directed to get rea

By 9.30 p.m. the ambulanee wagons were being loaded with the
[MOTe Serious Cases.

At 10 p.m., the first convoy of ambulance wagons started and at
12 midnight the remaining

December 12.—The Guards PBricade and Divisional Field

wioons gob away.

The Guards Brigade Field B wapital had carcied o GLLPTRAAY 1 f boiled water, from

I I_'l.'Il [P PFOEEs

Mr. De Witte, a local guide, supplied to Colonel Townsend,
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ordered to get ready five of their transport
wagons (buck wagons), and load them up with slightly wounded.
They started at 1 a.m., just as the moon set. Burgeon-Major
Beevor, who was in charge of these wagonsg, had pgreat difficulty in

g them owing to the intense darkness.

At 4 a.m., the ambulance wagons began to arrive from Modder
River and were loaded and sent back as soon as possible.

About 6 a.m., before it was ﬁn.ﬁ.’_\' decided whether the broops

messenger bearing a flag of truce from the enemy arrived at the
outposts of the Scots Guards. He reported that there was a
large number of dead near the point of Magersfontein Hill and
azked for medical assistance to be sent to some Brtish wonnded
::_'.",1',;_; near the trenches,

Arrangements were at once made to send out medical officers
and ambulanee wagons, and a party of Royal Engineers to hLII_\.' the

dead. I was sent out in advance to inform the en

being done. The commandant of the trenches at the sonth-
castern point of Magersfontein Hill agreed to allow the ambulance

]1_-||,-|.\ Ly 0 i:_l it the '-.".':'H.;'I'!I.I,'I,i. He :-_C:'.'.l] he conld not ]'ll:':"ltii[ a burial

party to _:'_ln"_:i'ul:?_x'l'l his lines, but that the British General migzht, 1
e wished, send ont wagons with Kaffic drivers to remove the dead.
[ reported this to Liord Methuen at Headquarter Hill, and when
returning again to the Boer lines with the ambulance wagons one
of the t::|.:-|;||_l.."~ﬁ guns ul:n-m-:l fire on the Field Artillery F_:'ll.'-il.i':'l'l
extending across the road along which the ambulance wagons
E.;l.u.;...]_ The Boer commandant on being told that our :11".'.].1'|'_'.'
would not reply to his fire so long as the ambulance party was
within his lines, saud that his FIn wWas mﬂlr |..11'n'.l_-_'|hl. into action as
a protest against the action of the Naval 4'T-inch gun (the Maval
gunners were not aware of the situation) which had just then fired
a few shells at the western end of the trenches. He ;l-,:l'-..'t:ﬂ L0 sEOp
his gun if instructions were sent Lo the MNaval Fun o cease fire.
Thiz was done, and both sides stood fast while the wounded were
being removed. The ambulance party sent to the Boer lines was
furnished by the Guards Brigade Bearer Company and conzisted of
S1% :||||'|-|'.:::I“..rt- wagons, with a supply of medical comforts, dressings,
&e., and about twenty N.C.O.s and men under command of Captain
. B. Beach, who was accompanied i:—}' Civil Burgeon Croghan.

The wounded to be removed, including Lieutenant "11'|'Ll‘.lﬂitl-:-1.1-:
of the Black Watch, numbered thirty-eight. Some of them were
only about 100 yards from the trenches at the foot of the kopje,
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and nearly all were well round to the eastern side of it ; they had

been hit earl

¥ the previous morning, probably between 4 and & a.m.
When the ambulance wagons arrived they had been lying where
they fell for about twenty-six hours, having been exposed fo a
nn followed | 11 illlil.'l:_'.' cold
in the line of fire aimed at the point of the kopje
hont the whole li'.\. on the 11th.

" 3 Wi
16; Al thelr |I IE1EIOI

All of them were very badly wounded, the majority sufferine from
1 legs, nmongst which were a number of severely fractured

each put up one of these with a rif

the Boer commandant objected to any rifles he

3
3

la splint, bul

thizhs, | aptain 1

¥ 0 115 1 TR} 1 R EFET |
14 -...|-.| 1 AWAY eYeEn

as splints. The trenches were fully manned with Boers while the

work of loadine the ambulance wacons was roine on.  General
Wauchope's body was found and sent in to Modder in a wagon

after the wounded been removed. The ambulance party

rejoined its nmb at der IRiver atter the refirement.’

ulance wagons were sent fo the Boer

Up to 7 a.m. when a

limes 1t secmed hkel

_'.' |.|.:l1 the !!l.'i-.i. ||ll:-|'H.Z.|*- ".'l'll..-.ii | -;,'lx"l'-:':l 111 I_.';-
course of a few hours, buf this unexpected detachment seriously
interfered with the work of evacuation.

T,
2t T.00 pom. some

rons refurned to the field
|:-::—'|-'.::1:-- fromm Modder River, and when :.]'.'_'.' were loaded i
igade and Divisional IField Hospital
] f:':L"ll-.'.'l.: .i:: and ;‘-I-.'!l:l!'.'::l GO IMOve,
A retirement of the whole force on Modder River had been
"'.l'i'.ll';‘.i!”- |E|-;'|||i||-:_1,' decided IOL. There were sill IIZ!-:'-.' wonndad

with the Highland Brigade Field Hospital and no more ambulance

despatched the Guoards DBn

Went Clear O WOTinoed. I'he

WEZOIS available, so at 9 a.m. Colonel Townsend decided to obtain

a party of J".!E.J]i‘.'!'.[:tl. men to convey theze cases l hand. This
party, which was furnished by the Highland Brigade, arrived at the

nes L wag with

two wounded
wis Intoerceted

LCR. GO L L

|_'|.||'- [ 001 |

Modder I
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field hospital site at 11 a.m. and they were at once started off
carrying the wounded. The last of these bearers was off the
ground by 12 noon, at which hour the advanced troops began fo
all back on Modder River, Major W. H. Murray, in command of
the Highland Brigade Field Hospital, thus described the removal

of the last wounded : ** Six men were told off to each stretcher,

four carryving it while two acted as reliefs. As each hospital tent

was emptied 1t was packed in the transport wagons, so that by

the time the last tent was struck the hospital moved o Cars was
the last medical unit to leave the field, and doring the tune the
stretchers were being loaded many shells from a Boer gun fell

unpleasantly near, being, I think, aimed not at the hospital, but at

some cavalry who would retive through the hospital camp. It was

a long and weary tramp back to Modder River Camp, progress

Delng

e I.'L'-:-':I'iil'\' slow, as the stretcher |l15I'|.i|."\ had to halt fre-

quently and relieve one another. l?urill;_f the refirement the Boers
sent several farewell shells after the squads, happily without any
untoward result, though some of them fell {E.h.'-.'_']'l:'!'i'llll;é_'.' near."!
During the retirement the rearguard was composed of the
Cavalry, M.1., and G Babtery, K.H.A., with some nfantry. One
man of (+ Battery, who received a serions shell wonnd, had to be
carried by hand for about a mile, then the rearmost of the retiring
i that there was

no room for a lying-down case. The difficuliy was overcome by

:||||'I-|J'.:L||---- WAKONSs wWas overtaken, Dot ondy to find

unfastening the wagon tilt on either side, gfl:l:':::'_: the stretcher
transversely between the bales” with the ends projecting on either
z1de and f]}.::lg_; 1it. The l'“li"“i was secured to the stretcher i:_'.
bandages hitched round his shoulders and ankles, and fastened
to the handles of the stretcher.

The closing event of the action was a salvo of ]_\.‘-HLLI: from the
Howitzer Battery directed on Magerstontein Hill.

By 2 p.m. all the wounded had arrived at Modder River, and

at 4 p.m. the rearguard was 1o camp.

ieal and Surgeon Lieut

14

When out of FAmge ThE besar
Colanel Mo ard Major W. H.
BErebeners,

ETLANL

8 helped to carry the final

This is not desirable for general use, but in coses of emergency 16 1m he
possible to so carry five, or possibly six, Iyving-down ecnses. The objection to
|. cung ,_-|_||.__-|:|. z |_|'l_;|-\.'.._l|_-||__'. |'- Ll .I|.||-i.'. l._|'.|'|'..._|,‘_|_'l.|_ E'I":Iill".ili'.: j.'.!:t‘lll.' ITHLY

be fouled by pass narrow country roads, bub this 13 an unlikels
accident on open tracks; they do not project much further than the side rails of

v G5, wagon.—G. G, Delap

ng vehicles on
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Evenrs at MoppeEr DURING THE ACTION.

When the troops marched out on December 10, the 9th Bricade
Field Ef:*-—-llil:l? took over all the sick—about 200—in the other
field |1'=-‘=FIEE:-.|:E- These had nol heen -:'l'l.-p;ml--| of when orders were
1‘|'l;'l._:i'\"'.'ti. L'il.l':_‘-' on the 11th 8] prepare for the |_'|,,|_,'-_||:',i_:l|| l,‘-f a ]'r'.t';;"t:
number of wonnded.

As the field hospital had already been encamped for a few
days 1t was practically ready to meet the strain. Food and
medical comforts were prepare d, the e-lln-:'ra:fl'.'_: tent lmilc'he:ﬂ, and
staff told off. As time passed wounded arrived, and it became
necessary to make further !-rq_']);u_';l:i_u|]. When all the |1-,.~:-il:;_t:]|
tents had been pitched the neis
infantry battalion, which had |
consequently it was possible fo provide tent accommodation for the

1bonrnnge tents belonging to an

wen leflt standing, were unfihzed ;
whole of the wounded. SBome bales of blankets were found and
made use of.

The first wounded arrived about 9 a.m. on the 11th; they came
in slowly at first, but during the might of 11th-12th the arrival of
ambulance and other wagons was incessant, and continued until the
afternoon of the 12th. Owver 600 were received altogether,' and
all had to be fed, dressed and prepared for evacuation by rail.

There was no shortage of medical and surgical stores, as a
reserve had been laid in by the '!'.uru[:lj.'.u!, and extra h'.llr'_l:]]-l.:S had
been wired for when troops moved out. The Supply Column was
able to furmish all the requirements in the way of food and medical
comforts.®

MNumbers of the wounded on arrival at Modder Biver had been
many hours without food, some were in & state of exhaustion and
even if fif to rejoin their units they had to be fed by the field
hospital. For the majority ration biscumits and corned beef alone
were useless, and they had to be given beef tea, milk, arrowroot,* &e.
_-I||I reserve n.'lr Llr|l:'5'-f’: ﬂl't'il,"ll:‘.-\:l "-'\I..i'l'il'li'l ]!H_l:.i I'Ir’:l.'l'l llll_l-d Ir| ::Iul!'. lhl:' r‘h.ll‘:
]]I’lﬁLIiI..‘!], enabled sudden demands to be met and allowed time to
obtain fresh supplies. As at Graspan, iron rails and coal from the

I The total wounded admitted to field hospitals numbered §85. On returm to
Modder River the Hij Brigade Field Hospital took in the last wounded
that come in from the field, i.e., about 80 odd.

A remonstrance arrived from someone in C wpe Lown that the three monthe’

;TI_E,I_IIJ_" fl"l:' -'.||l_' '|'|';'IZIEI" I‘h'\.'- i | .!I.\Lli ill_'l.'!l I':&,\.!l'!'ZII"II.,

¥ After Magersfontein the hospital always had & supply of oatmeal and tinned
fowl.

ol
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railway were used in the kitchen, which had to be enlarged.
Additional camp kettles were obtained from various sources. The
urdi::;u‘j.' EHI,LlH'i]-iiII!—_i without handles ]‘.-1'(:‘~'L.'E1 very inconvenient for
!:i'-.'il'l;,_:' haot |i-;[|:|il].~1_|

At first the disposal of dead was arranged for by the Field Hos-
]-il:;l Quartermaster, who was directed by an officer Headguarters
Staff to select a site for burial. On return of the troops this work
was done regimentally, All funerals here were conducted by a
chaplain.

In compliance with telegrams despatched to the Line of Com-
munication, before the action, two ambulance trains—No. 2, Captain
C. Fleming, R.AM.C., and No. 3, Major M. W. Russell, R.A.M.C.
—arrived at Modder? River at midnight on December 11-12.

No. 2 Train was loaded up during the early hours of the 12th
with 130 wounded®—26 officers, 104 other ranks—and started
at daybreak for Orange River. This train was blocked on the
sonth side of the river, and did not get clear away till ¥ a.m.

Na. 3 Train left a little later for Orange River with 141, inelud-
ing ona officer, returned to Modder River, and left again 1n the
evening for Cape Town, with 96 wounded, 36 of whom were
dropped at Orange River en roufe.

No. 2 Train also arrived back at Modder River at 6 p.m., and
loaded up 104 less seriously wounded, with which it started for
De Aar (70 miles south of Orange River) at daybreak on Decem-
ber 13.

Thus 471 of the 680 odd wounded had been despatched by rail
or loaded ready to start by midnight on December 12-13.

On the 13th No, 2 Ambulance Train arrived at Modder River
from De Aar af 11 p.m. and left on the 14th at 11 a.m. with 137
wounded, dropped 46 at Orange River, and went on to the Cape
with the remaining 91.

At 2.30 p.m. the same day a train made up of ordinary passenger
eoaches left for Orange River with 24 wounded and 127 sick—total
151,

I Later enamelled mugs with handles were obtained [rom the Army Ordnance
Department. These could be strung together and carried in sacks,
id
ebed, and was in use from Decembor 7, 50
these frains came up to the railway station platform, adjoining which was the site
r_'.‘.- I,.E':-.' Oih Br =4 |-i-_' i'-in_-|.'| '||-):-||EL_|]_

! Two men died en roule to Orange River,

* The low-level dey railway bridge (alomgside the permanent bridge, in

part destroyed by the enemy) was com

I
:+
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On the departure of this train—forty-eight hours after the
return of the troops from the action—only ten wounded remained
at Modder River out of the 685 admitted to the field hospitals,
i.e., six cases of very serious fractures, and two very slight cases
remained in the Highland Brigade Field Hospital, and two serious

operation—cases in the 9th Brigade Field Hospital.

TRANSFER OF SICK AND WoUNDED To ORANGE RIVER.

From November 21 to December 14, about 1,430 sick and
wounded—1,010 wounded, including 90 Boers, and 420 sick—were
received at Orange River. They arrived there as follows: 170 on
November 24, after Belmont, 107 on November 27, after Graspan,
436 on November 29, after Modder River, and 523 on December
12, 13 and 14, after Magersfontein, Bmaller convoys, totalling 104,
arrived on varions dafes.

Before the advance began the P.M.0O. Field Force was told
that Lord Methuen's Division would return immediately after the
relief of Kimberley, and that the Orange River line of communica-
t"-l,ln would i.;-t? r_‘|'u-.~i¢'|5|; -::c:r'I:-HHj'ch:!LLl_‘.' no -':er:irlgt:IlJL:L:IlH wWerae mml—s
to establish a stationary hospital or other line of communication
medical unit north of De Aar. There were no local facilities
for hospital improvisation at Orange River, where, in addition to
the railway station, there were only a few small houses, and a store
kept by the local tradesman. The half field hospital under
Major H. P. Birch, and the field hospital under Major Greenway,
which were left behind when the troops advanced, were angmented
by Major Murray's field hospital which arrived on November 22
to join the Highland Brigade. These units, providing approxi-
mately a combined personnel of eleven officers, including two
quartermasters, and about eighty-five other ranks, dealt with the
gick and wounded from Belmont and Graspan.

On November 24, the day transfers from Belmont were received,
Surgeon-General W. D. Wilson, P.M.O. Field Force, and Mr.
G. H. Makins, Consulting Surgeon, arrived at Orange River. The
Surgeon-( reneral then seeing that the movement towards ]it]:tht!l‘h'j'
was of a more serious character from a medical point of view than
was at first anticipated, telegraphed for some of the Staff of No. 3
General Hospital to come up. Accordingly two officers with thirty-

seven other ranks arrived just before the wounded from Modder
River came down from the front on November 29.
It was the wounded from this fight that threw the greatest
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strain on the medical resonrces at Orange River, but notice of their
arrival was fortunately received in time to permit of all preparations
possible being made. No 2 Ambulance Train had taken 92 of the
wounded remaining from Belmont and Graspan to the Cape on
November 28, and other ["ﬂr_;!'!'l"'i fit to move were sent down to
De Aar by ordinary trains. Ten large Ordnance Store marquees
were [ll-lq,hxt' to Mlll*[‘m]m"lt the field L-:r-.-l"llnll tents ; fatigue Fﬂr”‘"ﬁ
were detailed to be in readiness to assist in unloading lkm trains ;
buckets of water were provided at the station, and all officers of the
garrison’ were asked to send lanterns; occupants of verandahs and
stoeps were directed to give them up. The trains conveying sick
and wonnded, 433 [riltiunt-;. arrived after dark. It was t':litlillfr! and
unloading trains was difficult owing to want of sufficient lights.
Three men died on the journey from Modder River, and a wounded
Boer died while being carried from the train. It was late at
night before all were transferred to the tents. Very little could be
done for them that night except to provide food, and even that was
hardly touched as the men were so dog-tired that they only wanted
to be let alone and to go to sleep.”* “Unh' field medical equipment
was available, and the wounded lay on the ground packed like
herrings in a barrel; dressing them under those conditions was
highly unsatisfactory.”? On the following day the Cape Medical
Staffl Corps Bearer Medical Company (for the Highland Brigade)
arrived and helped the field hospitals. The medical personnel at
Orange River when this unit came up was :L'IMLL 16 officers, and 170
other ranks. On the same day, November 30, No. 3 Ambulance Train
took 115 of the wounded on to Cape Town, and on the next day
Mo, 2 Train left with 116; No. 3 Train returned and left again on
December 5 with 97. Thus within a week 328 wounded had been
disposed of and happily the unfortunate conditions owing to want
of sufficient hospital equipment were not unduly prolonged.

The two ambulance trains certainly saved the situation so far as
Orange River was concerned, and but for the very efficient working
and control of those units under the command of Major M. W.
Russell and Captain C. C. Fleming, ID.8.0., the rapid evacuation of
the field hospitals, especially after the battle of Magersfontein,
would have been impossible or could only have been carried out
with great discomfort to the wounded.

! The Highland Brigade Stall with the Black Wateh were at Orange Hiver,
alzo varions details.
¢ Major W. H., Murray. * Major Coutts,
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On December 2 and 8 the Highland Brigade Field Hospital and
Bearer Company left for Modder River Camp. On December 4
the P.M.O. Field Force returned to Cape Town, and Laeutenant-
Colonel W. Donovan, temporarily withdrawn from his duties as
P.M.0O. of the Cavalry Division, arvived fo act as Administrative
Medical Officer. Colonel Young, of the Red Cross ‘.‘-‘%:miut_'-.'. arrived
about the same time with a supply of shirts, pyjamas and other
articles which were very usaful.

“ Shortly before the action at Magersfontein a cypher telegram
was received at Orange River warning the P.M.O. to ‘look out for
the 11th." All possible tents, bedsteads, and stores of all kinds were
at once eommandeered and the local shop searched for anything
nseful. The Ordnance officer, anxious to help, had nothing to give,
and in the ordinary course requisitions on Cape Town would not
have been complied with for weeks. The local storekeeper offered
to get up, at a price, some of the articles required. He did so and
Was ]-;ﬂd many times their valoe, but at the time they were
invaluable to the hospital. No. 3 Ambulance Train, which was
about to proceed to Cape Town, and No. 2 Train, halting at De Aar,
were ordered to proceed to Modder River on December 11.  Some
500 sick and wounded were taken in immediately after Magers-
fontein, and those not discharged to duoty ; ore gl‘.itlleLE]}"
transferred to the ]J'l*-t. The wounded did remark: , COT-
sidering the absence of all ordinary hospital conve niences.

The following is a note by Mr. Makins, who stayed at Orange

River until December 19 :—

“ There was plenty of food, also of dressings and drugs. There
were practically no beds, a little hay was strewn on the ground
covered with a mackintosh sheet and a grass pillow and a blanket
were provided for each man. I did not consider that the men were
uncomfortable on the ground.

« After Modder Biver the most unsatisfactory hospital was the
one hastily improvised with ten commissariat marquees. These
tents blew down the first night after they were erected, but were
then fortunately empty. Later they were used and very densely
filled. There were a lot of serious injuries of head and neck (ten),
1.;“-;1":][[\!'-', s (elo |1|:'|I wonnds ot 'Iull'.: |'thr1£*n'| wounds of chest, &e.
Mhere was almost entire absence of any basins or similar articles
of hospital furniture. With the aid of the Hed Cross commissioner

! Lientenant-Colonel W. Donovan.
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I arranged and furnished a small operating room at the station,
and I had to lend people my small stock of utensils to aid in
carrying out the ordinary dressings. On the second or third day
after the Marquee Hospital came into use a very heavy shower
H\l,,‘;uu}nu] the :_:l'u'.lll-] on which it stood, and the [‘.':Ltilﬂi.lri had to be
temporarily removed from the water. I do not think any one was
the worse for this accident. The men were, however, fearfully
crowded : there were not enough orderlies ; it was exceedingly hot,
dngt blew, and the men got covered with a lZIIEIIF!]l'IL" L;lllei]]:,;' of mud.
Major Coutts and I spent a good part of a day with sponges and
water washing these men, to try and malke them a hitle more
comfortable.

“The Royal Engineers and Ordnance Department were very
good about making splints and appliances for us; without them I
do not know what we should have done to meet the requirements
for such necessaries.

“ There were only two special tents. In one all the belly wonnds
were placed for special observation and treatment; I think I had
as many as fifteen at a time. These patients were watiched hill
they were considered safe, and the last batch of them went down
to Wynberg on December 5. I wvisited some of the ambulance

traing as they went down and removed patients who seemed ill.
One was an officer with wound of cmcum, the only intestinal
wound that recovered after operation by me. I operated on four
aother cases, two Beoers and two Mnglishmen, all four on the thixd
or fourth day when they had already severe peritoneal infection,
and all died. A stomach case lived about a week, but eventually
died from subdiaphragmatic abscess.

“The other special tent I was very keen upon. A big boom
was erected in the lengih of a marquee, and on either side men
were arranged in rows with fractured [emurs put up in Hodgen's
splints. These fractures did well, only one died, whilst those sent
direct to "-"r'}'rlht.‘l':_,‘ did very hadly.

“ My criticism at the time I still hold to. The whole of our
tronbles depended upon the entire absence in the scheme of a
proper ‘stationary umt.’ I1f the Marquee Hospital put up had
been a segment of one of the general hospitals sent forward properly
.~.l|:i1-|u-|! the wounded could have been p]'w[u-l'l_l,' J]:iln;l'_;l-u]. As it
was, the hospital (other than the field hospital) was purely and
simply ten commissariat marquees. My view was that the general
hospitals should be arranged in sections for this purpose. During
my stay at Orange River 1 made one journey down to Cape Town
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to ask that we might have some more satisfactory material sent up.
After December 19 I remained for some three months as consultant
at the base. My position then was a satisfactory one for a con-
sulting surgeon, as I saw the cases when they came off the field
and again at the base, and was often able to afford information and

advice. since the whole conrse of the cazes was familiar to me."

Gexprarn Notes SurrnieEp BY Yarious OFFICERS.

Captain J. W. H. Beach: (1) The regulation system of disposing of
the arms, &e., of wounded brought to field hospitals was found unwork-
ahle. To a large extent the arms and equipment of the wonnded became
separated from the owners, the wounded often being brought in on one
wagon and the articles on another al soma other time. At Graspan, and
more particularly at Magersfontein, wagon loads of arms and equip-
ment were dumped down in the hospital, when the personnel was too
much engaged with the wounded to spare fime to make any attempt at
gorting. As far as possible articles brought in with a wounded man
accompanied him to a tent and when he was transferred towards
the base. It was impracticable to make out pack store cheques—
especially during the night. From Magersfontein numbers of wounded
arrived at the 9th Brigade Field Hospital at Modder River in darkness,
and many wera transferred to ambulance trains at night, and moreover,
gick convoys were arranged and despatched too hurriedly to admit ol
regulation being complied with. In eompliance with divisional orders,
units removed the arms, &c., which were of any use to them ; the
remainder were passed on in bulk to the Ordnance Department, who
brought them on charge by certificate voucher.

(2) It would be a good rule that empty ambulance traing proceeding
to the front should earry a reserve of surgical stores for urgent issue to
any field hospital requiring 1.

Cantain 8. Guise Moores: At Belmont, a man of the Seots Guards
ra&.m:ivé-] a severe wound of the right arm ahove the elbow. The first
ficld dressing was applied by a comrade, who also put on a pebble-
handkerchief-stick tourniquet, which was twisted very tight. When the
tourniquet was removed, not long afterwards, bulle had already formed
on the surface of the limb and gangrene setin. The wound was re-dressed
and the man sent to the field hospital, but by the afternoon the gangrene
had extended to a point near the insertion of the deltoid, necessitating
amputation ab the shoulder-joint. This case indicated the danger of
improvised tourniquets applied by amateurs,

Captain J. . Carter : After the actions at Modder River and Magers-

fontein many officers and men of Highland Regiments suffered from
severs burns behind the knees, caused by exposure to the sun when lying
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prone on the ground for many hours. The skin exposed between the
bottom of the kilt and the top of the hose was in many cases badly
injured ; several men saffered from burns of the second degree. The
condition can be avoided by turning up the top of the hose above the
knee, but the unusual eonditions under which fighting commenced often
prevented that being done,

Lieutenant G. B, Crisp: At Voeipads Drift a wounded gunner rode
up to me without help, though he had a fractured femur, the fracture
baing due to a gunshot wound somewhers near the middle of the thigh.
One of my strete
the Guards regiments. He kept moaning and saying, ** I have been shok
I wch, and I've been I:.'in-; out on
With great difficulty ecould I get him to let me

zher parties brooght in o youngster belonging fo one of

in the back and the bnllet is in my st
tha ground all nig
move him at all. T saw there was no hole in his jacket except where
& bullet had grazed his shoulder, and finally I found that he was not
wounded af all, except for that sl graze. However, he could nob be
eonvineed of it. My theory was that when running he got the graze on
his shoulder, which probably knocked him over and he thought a bullet
had entered his body.

At Belmont I picked up a wounded Boer who had been shet through
thae knee. The bullet had drilled o clean round hole through the centre
of the patella and bad emerged exactly in the middle line behind. T had

the man carried into a farmhouse near by and thought he would be no
more use during the war. Much to my surprise when we took Boshof
about four months later, # man who was attending to a lot of wounded
Boers in there came up to me and asked me if T did not recognize him.
He was my friend of Belmont wa g about with a perfectly flexible knee,
but he said he had had enough fighting and had donned the Bed Cross.
Captain J. V. Forrest: After Graspan, & man, on patrol, was shob
in the chest, through the pericardium. He subsequently recovered com-

pletely, and wrote of his friends sa
out of going round the clinies of the |1f-=;1::'|t;1!5 in Liondon.

g that he was making a good thing

AFPENDIX A,
BraTisTics OoF KIiLneED Axnp WouxDED.

[% common with the available statisties of killed and wounded of most
wars, no two accounts of the actions under disenssion will he found to
exactly agree as regards the total casualties or the proportion of killed
to wounded. There are MANY CAlses of such |:.i:-=-c-~.'-;]::|.|:l:i|_'.~:-, but the two
primary gources of variation arve: (1) BSlightly wounded reporbed on

regimental and not on medical service returns, and (2) cases that die soon
after admission to a medical unit, being entered in one refurn under

“ywonnded ' and 1n ancther under ¢ killed,™”
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The total casnalties, proportion of killed, &c., in these actions are very
completely analysed in Mr. G. H. Makins' book, * Surgical Expariences in
South Afriea, 1899-1900." The figures dealt with by him, which were
supplied in the field soon after the actions wera fought, differ very slightly
from those in the tables below. The data for these tables have, however,
been arrived at by a different method, l"l!'l.'\'il'.{l_:' heon extracted with preat
eare and much labour by Mr. G. Biddiscombe, of the Medieal Statistical
Branch of the War Office, from the card index of all admissions to
hospital during the South African War, and checked with all the available
official returns or records of casualties. The partienlars required to
eomplete the final results of wounds as regards discharge to duty or
discharge from the Scevice were supplied, in the case of the Royal Havy
and Royal Marines, by Fleet-Surgeon Lawrence Smith, R.N., of the
Admiraléy, and in other instances, not shown in the hospital books,
by various regimental record offices.

Tables I, 11, and ITI explain themselves. Men returned as missing,
of which there were very lew, are excluded. The more eorrect method
of stating the proportion of killed to wounded appears to be that which
ingludes under *f killed ™ moriband cazes that die in the feld h;_a:—'.]__ﬁr.ﬂ.lﬂ
within forky-eight hours of admission,

Mr. Makins, in his work mentioned above, page 15, says: * I'rom the
surgical point of view these men all received mortal injury, and are, there-
fore, [Il't]p:!‘:':;}’ inelnded among the fatalities. Their inclusion, moveover,
makes an appreciable differgnce in the percentage proportion of mortal
injuries fo wounds.” In fhe Russo-Japanese War, 1904-1908, the
Japanege returned such cases as ‘" killed." !

This method was not, however, adopted duricg the Sounth African
War. The total admissions during the whole war for wounds in action
waore 22800, and the deaths in hospital from wounds 1,549, or 676
per cenk of the admissions.” Taking the 34 percentage of wounded
admitted who died in the field hospitals within forty-eight hours, in the

total of the four actions given in Table I, as an approximate index of a
probable constant, and deducting it from 676, we get a 33 death-rate from
wounds for the whole war, or a close approach o the actual 41 per-
centage of deaths in ]'Ll:'JHEIi.IELE from the four actions, moribund eases
gxcluded.

The percentage of deaths from wounds amongst admissions for wounds
in the Japanese forces in Manchuria was at least 56, or possibly a higher
figure, as that percentage is taken from s series of results which at the
time ',|‘:<,::.' were obtained (1906) left 7-4 per cent of the wounded un-

& Aledioa

- a i
Forees in the

Sanitary Reporls from Officers attached to the Japanesa
Genernl S, War Office, 1908, p- B08,

! War Office official figures.
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accounted for.! It seems probable, therefore, that the case results of
wounds were more favourable in the British forees during the Bouth
African War, and not the reverse, as previous figures may bave led one
to suppose.’

The ratio of killed to wounded—1 to 4-1—for the total of four actions
given in Tahle I1. has an inkterestingly close resemblance to the estimate
made by Longmore, who, when summing up the ratios of killed and
wounded in nearly fifty battles and wars up to 1871, wrote ; * The mean
ratio of the killed to the wounded will be found to be as 1 to 41; or,
taking the aggrepate numbers, the mean ratio of killed to wounded is
| to 877. These ratios give nearly 20 killed and 80 wounded in every
100 casualties; and thjs, judging from experience ‘rained down to the
present time, may be regarded as the approximate average likely to be
met with in battles.”?

Table IV, shows the final disposal of the total wounded in the four
actions compared with figures given for the Crimean War,

We have no information as to whether mortally wonnded, not dying
at once on the field, were returned as * wounded™ or ‘““killed " in the
Crimea. Owing to the system of medieal aid then in force it is nob
improbable that the majority of such cases were shown as * killed." Wa
do not know, but giving the Crimean figures the benefit of the doubb by
assuming that the death-rate of 15-41 per cent included all cases thab
were hopeless from a surgical point of view when they came under treat-
ment, we find that the South Afriean cases, from the actions specified,
dealt with in a similar way give a death-rate of T-33 per cent. Ag atated
above, the death-rate from wounds for the whole war—22,899 wounded
against 11,515 in the Crimea—was 6-70 per cent. The canse of the
lower death-rate may lie between improved surgical knowledge and
methods, more efficient medieal organizations, change in weapons and
conditions of fighting, as affecting severity of wounds, and possibly
climate. The possible influence exerted by each of these factorzs is a
point for gpeculative minds,

The relative reduoction in the number of cases discharged as per-
manently unfit after the South African actions is no less remarkable., Tt
is worth noting that while a much higher pereentage of men rejoined the

the Field,” General Staff, War Oifica, 1908, p. 305,

* In N. Kozlovski's article, translated by Major . D.5.0.,
Jourxar or THE Rovarn Arxymy Mepicarn Comres, vol, xvil,
s in the Japanese Army, 1904-19035, 18 given as

in the Russinn Army as 4718 pet cent.

mortality

1T W

and that

|||j.l.|’||:*-," 1877, p. G91.

i
i



ranks after those actions, relatively fewer did so direct at the seat of war
than in the Crimea. Nearly the whole of the cases sent home from the
Crimea were eventually discharged as unfit for further service, but about
two-thirds of those sent home from Bouth Africa returned to duty. Was
the transfer of such cases fo England unavoidable? One of the reazons
given for the high rate of invaliding to Eogland was insufficient hospital
accommodation at the Cape, and perhaps that factor had a legitimate
1g the early stages of the war.

influpnes duri

TARLE IV.=UrrivaTe REsucts OF WOUNRDS IXFLICTED.

Aorroxs A Dersoxe, GRasPAY, MODDER

River axp Macinaro:

CrEnEs®

M. Pt oot Wi Fer cent Na, Par cant
NWumber of wounded admitted | 11 515 — 1 487 - 1437 —
into ho ]
IMod In 1 | 50 i
48 hoursa 1,758 15-27 108 T-33
Died in L. of C. hospitals wn | it
g i wr 40 601 ¥ 51-38 (L&

11 Aved ik
Ha Nl Vil
252 2710 2804
2610 14180 1468

15741 | T Vi) 1-11
R4 1,167 TE48 | 1,167 81-21
#3515 211 14-19 211 1468
Tatal - Wl oo | 11,515 | 10000 1,487 L0000 1,437 | 10000

Injuring,” pages B19-620, *° formed from infermation in
ical Higtory of the Crimean War."

' Burg

War, 7,417, or

|_ he final disposal of these cases

Applying the rates per cent in the various eategories under * final
disposal " in the case of the Crimea to the four South African aclions,
the actual results in the latter, with respect to the total of 1,487 wounded,
represent a gain over the Crimean results of :-

{a) One hundred and twenty lives saved.

T —— i R A R i
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(#) Two hundred and ninety-eight more men returned to duty.
(¢) One hundred and seventy-eight less men discharged as permanently

unfit.
As regards (¢), 178 men discharged on account of wounds would cosk !
the State approximately £5,000 per annum in wound pensions.! |

TABLE V.—Smpowixsg THE Ratk oF RETUERN TO THE FIirrp oF BMER DISCHARGED
70 DUy 1% SOUTH AFRICA.

MdOTnER M soEES.

BELMONT GRAEPAN P e ToTALR
S | ONTEID
Percentags returmed
A of total 408 61-1 il | L il 1+ i
thosn who died wi
|
= Y |
o | Per | Tal Per | To | Per ! Per | To | B
futwy| cent duky| cent dialy| oot SR luty| oenk
Pericd in hoapital : |
Under 1 wes i s -« |28 11-F) ¥ |l )i 38| G| BS( 1144
Uiver 1w 1 inder 1 month. . i) GG | B8 36 o] 158 44-1 | 363 i
+» 1 month and aoder2months | 17| 16°6 | 28 | 240 71 11| 82.7 |228| 29D
9 3 q g a4 b b 15 11 11:5 | G5 86
e e " ¥ 2 -
i TR T L] a ] 1 il 11 % i |
B i i3 AR 1 1-( - - o 1 o | :
Period andefined .. 2 E a 19| 20 | 208 - —- 23 2-9
Totals - oo ee | 10& | 1000 | 96 | 20040 [ 207 ) 1080 | 358 | 100-0 | T4 | 1000 |

Table ¥V shows the rate of relurn to the field of men discharged to
duty in Sonth Afriea. |
0f 1,487 admitted during the four bafttles, .., excluding those who died
within forty-eight hours, 764, or 53-2 per gent, wara returned to E‘I.iily from
hospitals in SBouth Afriea. The rate of return is shown in the Table; but
if the total refurning to the ranks is taken in relation to fhe total
admissions, we find that:—
88, or 61 per eent had returned within one week.
441, or 30-T7 per cent had returned within one month.
664, or 46-6 per cent had returned within two months,

22, or 1-:5 per cent, returned at various periods unknown. These were |
mostly men of the Naval Brigade, of whom no records are available, but
[JL'-;Jh;u,b]:; 19 of these, or 1-3 per cent., should be added to the above !
figures as having returned to the field within twe months, bringing the |
total in that period up to G688, or 47-9 per cent of the total admissions.® |

il amount paid in wound pensions per annum for four

wwn in the Table as discharged

t Calonlated from the ac

years to 100 average cases taken from the 211 &
from the Barvice

* Troussaint states that in the Busso-Japanese War 82 per cent of the
Japanese wounded and 55 per cent of the Hussian wounded had returned te duty
in torty days. ** La Direction du SBervice de Santé en Campagne,” p 224,
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Tabla VI 158 introduced to show the :'L-E:Lti'l.rr_-iy hif_jh ratio of wounds of
the lower extremity in the fighis at Graspan and Belment. In those
actions the troops attacked upwards over rough rocky groond againgt
the enemy posted on the top of the kepjes. The number of fractured
[Eli_&{i:l:‘i at the battle of Belmont was -[uiu: remarkable. Longmore pointed
out that the legs and thighs of soldiers are notl infrequently wounded by
projectiles which bave rebounded from hard ground or stones, and that
the number of wounds, which might be expected from an estimate of the
superficial area exposed fo the direct shots of the enemy, in the lower
extremities thus become increased. The only instance mentioned by
Longmore in which the ratio of wounds of the lower extremity is higher
than that of (Giraspan and Belmont is in conpection with the battle of
Tauberbischofgheim, in 1866, where, out of 297 wounds, the lower ox-
‘Lz'::l:nit:_.' ratio was 5353 per 1000, That engagement was fought over
ground presenting somewhat similar conditions. On the other hand,
Longmore also pointed oub the high proportion of wounds of the upper
extremity in the New Zealand War and in the Ashanti War, 1873-T4,
where fighting took place through dense fern or bush which coneealed the
lower parts of the l--.’J-.l_'-.‘. LTha very high proporiion of wounds of the upper
extremity, and the small figure for the lower extremity, in the case of
Russian Army in Manchuria 1904-05 may be due to the operations of that
army baving been mostly of a defensive nature in which trenches pro-
tected the lower extremibies,

TABLE VI —TiRLE sHOWING RELATIVE PROPORTION oF WoUMDE OF THE

FPrisciral. HEGcloNs oF ToE Bobpy,

Rato rex 1,000
Humber of
it 13

By Head, faco, | Trunk Lawer
neck extramity
Averngo v WA ward up to i 117-8 1506 2711 ad05
1670, in which fighting
chiefly took place in the |
open fHeld*
: i s 7,525 215-0 5a4-8
e as 463 144-7 5182
- - 579 | 215 4404
.- a02 1530 2850
“ o 144 1040 5070
i is 364 | -0 4300

rafontein . . s =y 5] | AR ] 4450
fonr moti binead . . 1,276 109+ 4050
Ruossgian Arn ehuria, | 151,944 1510 2970

10406

* ii (funsl igmmore, p. GO0
+ M. Koelovski: & on by Major G. 5. MeLoughlin, D.5.0,, JouRsAL oF TEE
RoYAL ARMY AMEDICAL UORPS, vol. ":'.L:i: B sS4l

Table VII shows the number of men admitted to hospital whe
received one, two, or more wounds and the regional distribution of the
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APPENDIX B.

ExTRACTs FROD
MeDIiCAL

SERVICE ANXI

Draszy g from Li
January 26, 1900

DESPFATCAES AND OTHER DoCcUMENTS RELATI

rHE WouxnpeED oF I

urenani-L l:'I:-.'I-.L|. E.-l'-'.'l.' j'l

TO TH
y Merhaues's Fonos:.

lethuen, Lo

(1) Engagement at Belmont, November 23, 18549 :

= By 10

my wounded were in a comfortable house b

he graver cascs to Uape Town.

work T have ever heard of in war, and reflects tl

Colonel Townsand.

.30 p.in. my Division was in camp ; |_'.' ]

g carefully fends

day the hospital train eonveyed the less severe cases to

This is the most perf

highest eredit on

(2) Engagement at Enslin, November 25, 15899

siees oor s e
et lonel Townsend Swinks Par
power of Colonel ownsend abk owinks an

informed that owing to all the ambulances having bheen used lor taking

S IERE Foreo:

i

b i 500 Rkl

L : 1 " | TS 31 g
uin draw altention to the exceptional organizing

At 11.30 I was

" T
m officers attached to the
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the wounded to the train at Belmont, I had :’-Ll::ﬂ,l'l:{_:]:.' a field ha:nsp'il':n,'l
mounted officer, only three ambulances and three stretchers. I koew
[ had to fight next morning, so got together fifty blankets in order to
carry wounded with help of rifles. I also sent to Colonel Townsend to
make arrangements for wounded by 3 a.m., a messenger having to ride
gseven miles to him., He met me on the field with full supply of
ambulanees, and I never saw anything more of him or the wounded,
because he had a train ready for them between Graspan and Belmont.
His only complaint is that there is not muoch of hizs mules lefs, an
observation which applies equally to men and animals.

(3) Action at Modder River :

(@) . . . . Again I call attentivn to the 5{1[{&!1(][(1 I:-r:.-i.]_hi.ta,l arrange-
ments, for at 4.45 p.m., on the day after the fight, all my wounded were
on their way to (]jl,[w Toawn.

| am glad to have been slightly wounded, because in no other way
could I have learnt the care taken of the wounded, and there was noth-
ing officer or private soldier required that was not provided at once,
and the medieal officers never tived in their endeavour to alleviate
suffering.

{f} toferring  to Colonel A, Pagmat, t'mnrn:uu':lin.; the 1zt Sootbs
Guards, Lord Methuen's despateh states: “ He draws attention fo
Captain Moores, Royal Army Medical Corps, who, although wounded
in the hand, said nothing, but continued his duties."

London Gazette, March 16, 1900: On the action at Magersfontein.

« + + o Major O'Donnell and Lieutenant Delap, Royal Army
Medical Corps, were indefatizable in atbending wounded under fire.

. » . . Uorporal Bartlet, 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards, under
a very heavy fire, went 1,000 yards to get a streteher for Major Milton.

; . . Corporal Munre and Lientenant Hore-Rubthven, of the
Black Watch, carried the Marquis of Winchester out of action after he
was hit.

. + .+ No, 4050 Serjeant McDonald (Highland Light Infantry),
gallant behaviour specially brought to nolice for carrying messages fo
gunz and to medieal officer under heavy five.

. « « . HNo. 3113 Corporal Shaul, Highland Light Infantry, brought
to notice for several :-ipuuiﬁl_', cazes of ]J-L'il.".‘::]'y when in r_'hur;_:e of the
gtretcher-bearers of the battalion.

.« . . UCaptain E.B. Towse® (Gordon Highlanders), recommended
for special reward by his Commanding Officer for his gallantry and
devotion in assisting the late Colonel Downman when mortally woundad
in the retirement, and when close up to the front of the firing line. Ha
endeavoured to carry Colonel Downman on his back, but finding this not

' ¥.0., London Gazelle, September 28, 1000,
' W.C., London Gasetle, July 6, 1000.
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possible supported him till joined by Colour-Sergeant Melson and Lance-
Corporal Hodgson. The conduct of these non-commissioned officers is
described as admirable.

. + + . DBand-Sergeant Hoare (Seaforth Highlanders), conspicuous
for his coolness and gallantry during the day in helping Dr, (Licutenant)
Ensor (R.A.M.C.) to suecour wounded. Personally carried Captain
Fetherstonhaugh (wounded) on his back, some 800 yards, to the dressing
station.

+ + » . Lieutenant Douglas, Royal Army Medical Corps, showed
great gallantry and devotion, under a very severe fire, in advancing in the
open and attending to Captain Gordon (Gordon Highlanders), who was
wounded ; also attending to Major Robinson and other wounded men
under a fearful fire.*

. + . . Captain A, Campbell, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,
di;-;,pl;ﬁ.}'l:ﬂ great eoolness throughout the 1!;1,}' and hnll'm:]_ to dress the
wounds of Captain Gorden under a hot fire.

+ + « » Private A. Bettington, Cape Mounted Rifles, attached to
Cape Medical Corps, and Private Johnson, Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, were instrumental in removing & wounded Highlander from the

front under a hoavy hre.

Desgpatehes relating to the Naval Brigade under Lord Methuen's
Command, up o the battle of Graspan, forwarded to the Admiralty by
Rear-Admiral Sir Rebert H. Harris, K.C.M.G., Commanding-in-Chief on
the Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Alfriea, were published in the
London Gazette of the Mareh 30, 1900,

Admiral Harris, in forwarding Captain Protheros’s 4]es|mtchl gaid —

“1 am glad to say that the wounded officers and men are doing well;
most excellent work is being done at the Naval Hospital, the medical
officers of which derive great assistance from Mr. Elliott, torpedo gunner,
who has the Rontgen apparatus. Captain Protheroe reported ts me

verbally that Ileet-Burgeon Porter, on the field of Graspan, was well up
to the front with his bearers, and did ve ry fine serviee for the weunded."
Extract from the report by Captain A. T. Marchant, B.M.I.I., wha
commanded the Naval Brigade at Graspan after Captain Protheroe was
wonnded :—
i Fleet-Surgeon James Porter, who was with the firing line, and

1 KXl alv
pleased to sign Y
nndermentioned o
for ks !"I'I.-.'|"iL"|.'.l'I'.": brax BEY

i Lok H. E, M. D
1809, during
and dew I
Captain Gordon, Gordon Hig
Robingon and other v ]
and gallantry wero perio

been gracion

+ Cross
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Surgeon Beadnell, with the guns, did excellent serviee under Erying
conditions, under fire nearly the whole fime.”

Extract from the report by Lieutenant F. W. Dean, E.M., who com-
manded the Naval guns on the left flank at Graspan i —

« On Friday night I found Burgeon Beadnell af Belmont

Station ; he

had been invalided by a Medieal Board that day and was wa ting for the
hospital train. Though :.:1 bad health he gladly accepted my order to
remain with the guns in view of the Pl o A "llfl.-r'l'lt'“t,:tl'ﬂ on "-'~Lt|LT-.:|'1'I.'
he rendered invaluable aid to our wounded, tmllm-r close up to the guns,
where shrapnel b alls were showering every other minute,
The Report of the Royal Commission, presided over by Lord Jus

Honourahla Bir ho

report upon the care and trostment of the sick and wounded during the
South African Campaign, referring to Lord Methuen's advance, pp. 19

Romer, appointed to consider and

and 20 states :—
« . . . It appears from the evidence of Surpeon-General Wilzon
"il.'l'l. :_ :: | I‘|||:- |-;|I|. Lﬁ"""'l]l'l'lll: nt .:l:

thuen's foree was Lccom
|

1

cach with a 1r111'|‘.- ate L'I.L.I1Zl’| ent.’
the wounded were |.l..“|.-..""| on the

wiies and fAeld hos

field and removed bearer companies was considered by the

witnesses who gave i ation on this point to have been particularly

y to the Medieal Officers attached fo Lord

oonil, ml:::i ,-:=.---rL' or

we consider that the medical arrangements

ware wall devised and well earried out.

111 conneds

Ihere seems, how some delay in eska iing stationary
dder River. This was probably due

to be organized in Sount h Africa.

hospitalz at Urang

o to have been any considerable degree y of pres-

31 EED
of evacuation which they afl mil- , the field hospitals

aure, 08, o gxcellent service g hospital and ot |:|- » frains,

and the §

WEre Never IBEE [-1-.- which they were

respect, Lord Methuen's advance had a great

nded. In this

Lord Roberts, which, during the greater part of

v of railway as & communication with the base, and where,

1y, the field hospitals were of necessity [or considerable periods

used as fixed hospitals.”
The German official acco

the Historical Section of the Great General Stafl, Berlin, in commenting

on the battle of Magersfontein, p. 120, says :—

id sorvices of 1[,._ Royal Army Med ieal Corps still remain

nt of the War in South Africa prepared in

['!l-' :-»J'l.:'l_l1l
to he noticed ; the officers, r_.|:~.1-c.c:|_|_||1.~-.rtl.!:i officers, and bearers had
with the oreatest coolness, the Dre-swept zone,
Wis :--~:1r1_\': |:i]-- in depth. ©On December 11 they brought in,
from the firing line, 500 wounded, dre ssed their wounds, and

traversed repeatedly
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brought them down to Madder River Station, whenee they were evacuated
by rail to Cape Town. In some isolated instances wounded men remained
unseen in the bush, or lay helpless for more than twenty-four hours close
in front of the Boer trenches, but the hearer companies were nob to

unt, as the wounded in question had either not heen
lp. MNor was it only in
eg, for they did the

blame on this acco

noticed or else they were boo far removed from he
the British ranks that these men gave their sel
same when asked by the enemy for aid.”

Colonel MNicholas Senn, M.D., PhD., LL.D., HLH’H[!GI]-‘.-}L'I?IU'I'EIL of
hief of the Operating Staff with the Army in the Field during

Ilincis, G
the Spanish-American War, Professor of Burgery, Eush Medieal Collega,
in & paper on the * First Dressing on the Battlefield,” presented to the
Military section of the Madrid International Medical Congress, p. 302,
Volume xiii, Jowrnal of the Adssocialion of Military Surgeons, I7.5.4.,
said : * At Magersfontein five hundred wounded were dressed on the field
and transported to the rear during the heat of battle, exposed at a distance
of a mile to the fire of the ememy, with results that will always be a

eredit to the Medical Service of the British Army.”

The Officers of thie German Army Medieal Service who had been
attached to the Guards Field Hospital wrote, on February 20; 1900, to
Surgeon- Lieutenant-Colonel Magill :

“ A= wa are about to leave this country, going home, we would like, for
the present, to say good-bye to you and once more to thank you for all
the kindness you have shown us. If our stay there has been a profitable
aship with

st one, this is due to the spirit of good comra

and & pleas
which the Eng
¢t But most of all it came out in the time of eloser intercourse that we

sh Medical Officers have on every instance received us.

spent attached to your hospital, which we shall always cherish as one of
the most interesting and pleasant periods we spent out hiaro.

 We wish that the Royal Army Medical Corps may further on show
itself the efficient and well-organized Corps 1t has proved itself up to now,
and for which we offer our most hearty congratulations.”

APPFENDIX C.

Usrrs oxneEk THE CoMMAND oF LIEUT TANT-GENERAL
{00, GR., CM.G,, DURING THE ADVANCE O KIMBERLEY,
H41 aMD I eunER 192 18560, withn THE Names oF MEDICAL

Fownesend, O. B, (1), PO,
richaell, Medieal (MTicer and
v to PO,

-Surgeon J. Porter HLM. 8. “Doris
gon U, M. Beadnoell, TLM.5. ** Power-
1" (3)

Surgeon |14 i_'_}.],-:uri:_l.':l'.:, HL.AL B Dorig" i3
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Modinlea rocqps
9th Lancers Captain J. V. Forrest.*
12th Lancers l-'-j e 'T. J, O° Donnel i1t |..|.
G. Battery ]I. [! | lentenant G.
M ||'|..u-|.

I"‘-“U-\. g LW ‘j-:lrh*- Lk, |I|l | ] -t':.."‘-'l.'.l'll.
W "~-:-ll-... Wales Lancors
TLOn "8 |.._r|JIl. 14

R I Field Avtill
Div. R.F.A

~-Col, F. H. Hall)

i
18th, 62nd, T6th Field Batteries Major H. L. Battersby (7).
thth (Howitzer) Battery

iHEErE,
J. B. Sharpa)
th and 11th Field Cox o P s Lioutenant A. Chopping. ®
Bth Raillway Uompany
d0th Fortress Compat
Field Hospifal Divizional Troops.
Mo, & Field Hospital (No. 8 Company Majoz 8. . B. Robi
R.AM.C., M.E. District, York) H. J. l-;.hr||l
Lisutenant M. J. C. Rutherford.
: H. ]? IPacker,
I,!-:'.lr and Hon, Lt. J. 0. B. Whitehorn {10},

".':J.l,u"l:' En
| 1

b [ Guwards)

| |='|.I 1] g5 I.l'"l"""'l .1||.' I'i I I

Srd Batt. Gronadier Guards Cag

1zt Batt, Coldstream Guards

2nd Batt. Coldatream Guards
1k Batt. Seots Guarnds

Noo 1 Hearer Company.
18th Company R.A.M.C. Home Distriet Major

[Replaced at
Sukgeon J,

l,rv ‘,:- an}

Mo, 1 Freld Hosp

18tk Company B.AM.C. Home Distriet Surg ].I.-_I ol. J. Magil I[] i), Cold. Cinards,

‘:_-'~|||'-,:.-.'l|.|j-|r Hi. M. 58 ki (1 I|| Gren., Gds.

- W. R. Crooke Lawless (17),

Coldstrenm Guards.

ik W. C.

and Hon, Capts

during action I .

Stabsarzt De. 'H-..unu.l BRoyal Prussian

Ginarde—Fiizilie

SBtabsarzt Dr. EKrummacher, Kalser Wil-
helm Acadeomis,

Zrd [ Highland) .l'.f:-'::gl.l-'.’.',
Major-General A, (¢. Wauchope, 0.1, C.2L.G,

Ind Batt. B, Highlanders Lieutenant H, E. M, ]L-.:[J.:.« F (0],
1st Batt. Jll-;_.,fl.]l'll.'l.l M o 0

-|||_| Batt. Seaforth Highlanders Ens
Argyll ar!ﬂ =u rland Highlndrs. Captain J. E. Cartar.* (21)
. Gordon Highlanders T P. 1. Probvn."4

=

Clonpaiti).
mpany Cape Medical Stafl Corps  Lieut.-Col. E. B. Hartley, V.C. (22) (Cape
M. Rifles).

Ligut

Qmr, I'-:. Yarder, L _‘n[ I_

AL :'lll:-éi. LiEE




-'-'-\.l l:'-:- |'-r?"-i‘| !!!.
No 8 _[ Ompany RAMC.., Aldershot ,|T$'n| rH. W. Mu ITay [E-u|,
{mobilised as Divisional Field Heoapital, s AE G n tta (7).
2nd Division) Lisptenant . H, Goddard* {21).
i R, A E.-ulL1:'L|L.:L:t1':
Cmr, and Hon, Lt A, Finlay (23).
Sth Infantry Brigade.
(Major-Genersl B. 8. B. Fatherstonhaugh wounded at Belmont and replaced
by Major-General K. Pola-Carew).
B'uigl Captam 12, 1. Shanahan® (24).
Lisntenant Y. Ja ., er (25).
E. L. Mann (26).
G -.['.I"II!I G. B. Crisp.*

1st Batt. Morthumberland

Hall Batg. ]-L

2nd Batt. %

Hnd Batt, r»..m_ 5 H'.\ 1 ". orkshire

Light Infantry (2 Coys. Boyal Munster
Fusiliers attached at Bolmont)

No, 8 Bearer Conpany.

No, 1 Company R.AMLC. . Aldershot Major R, G, Hanley (27).
{miohilised s the Srd Hig '||!||,1'.r'|_ j!:ij;n:li-' 1'.:.E| in Q. W, B. Hoalay { 1h'|
Bearer Company) Lieutenant M. H. &, Fell.*
No. T Figld Hospital.

No. 19 {.;an.xn_', R.AM.C., Chester Major F. A. Harris (3).

1 nobilised ne Divisional Fie |Li IE-\J'I]:IJ..II e E. P. Boand (7).
18t Divislomn). Captain J. C. Jameson,®
Qmr. and Hon, Li. J. W, H. Beach (30).
® Now Major. T+ D.58.0
{1) Mow Surgeon-Gonoral Sir B, Townsend, E.C.B., C.AL.G., retirad pay.
(2} Now Surgeon-General (with the relative "'all-\. of Viea-Admiral] Sir J. Porler.

K.G. l:-., ]1 ][ P, Director-Ganeral of the Medieal Dopartment of the :Nl,u_-.'_
(3) Now Fleel-Burgoo

(1) Mow Daputy
{6} Mow L"Jl-n*.-:‘..
(6) :
{7) Now Lisutonan
{8} Mow |."|-|||1*-\,..I roti
{9) Afterwards Lic
(10} Mow Honorary L i 'ul '|. pebire l.l
{11} Now Ca LL-.'J H-! AOTY

-1 § Prox i
1 Mow ]'.i--'.;_‘

'I||-1|

arve uf L".lh*..a-u.
, Retirod pay.

ra, Boyal Army Medical Corps.

] REry II L8

inded at Moddor River November 28, 15090,

(13} Aftervards O lJ' ed in London February 9, 1912, when on :mum 1 pay.

[ Promoted Major for di stinguishod servics.

| Mow ]’.iﬂ.:1:.":|:|||l:-'3:ll"' nel

{15) Now Colenel, G.B.,
3 Mow "1-!. n.- i ].1--'ﬁl

Reserve of Officers, Gropadier Guards.
al Bir W. B, Crooke Linwlesa, Et., C.LE, Rasarve

[15] Mow Lioutenas ||-L' slomel, O MG, H-"l:.fl!. .'ILrl"I'I'r-' Medical f_.':;.r[l'.'_

(19} Now Honorary Major, retired pay.

(20) V.C. Wounnded at Magersfontein December 11, 1809,

{21} Severely wounded at Peardeburg February 18, 1900.

23} Wow Colomal, refired, late Principal Medical Officor Cape Colony Forces,

(23) Afterwards Homorary Capiain. Died ab Perth, Western Australia, on April 20, 1910,
(34) { Promoted Brevet-Major for distinguished service.

=3l | Bevercly wounded near Kleinfontein October 24, 1901,

(25) Afterwards Captain. Resigned his Commisgion November 23, 1902,

(26) Wounded at Belmont November 25, 1888, Died at Boshof, Orange Fres State,
a3, 1500,

rids Lisutenant-Colonel. [hod abt Bloomfontein, January 249, 1918,

(28) { Promoted Major for distinguished service,

i Now Lientenant-Colonel.

(29) Afterwards Lientenant-Colonel. Died at Bletchingloy, Surrey, September 87, 1906,
‘3-1}} I oW EI-::-ll-::-rlLr:.' :I-[.le.it'.
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