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Dear lr, Hectar,

This evering I have had the pleamme of gpending with
M, I, 1Vicker Smyth, Inspector for the Iobel Explozive Co, of Glaspow.
This gentleman travels to all parts of the world for his company, and ip
at presont spending three years in jmstrelis,

He takes a very keen interest in Native customs, and has
made an exosptionally fine oollection of llative wespons, and also of
articles used in thedr sacred rites., JAmongst these are two articles
wihich will be of wvery speclal interest to Ia, Velloome; aond I have been
tying to cbtain the locan of them for the Historieal Exhdbition which is
to be hald this year,

I will fiwdh explain a most peanlisr custon vwhich is
practised by the Hatives of this State, You may possibly know that
they tale precautions of a somewhat disbelical nature to limit the nmber
of their off'sgpring., The males are subjocted to an operntion known as
"d stlecocldng:"” with the exception of a certain few in ecach tribe,

First let me explain that in this State, anid 1 belicve
aleo in Queensland, ciremcieion is proctised. This is done by drewing
forverd as mmch of the sicin as poesible, It is then eni, ar rather
hacked off, by means of flint "knives,"” The permis, widch by this means
is practically skirmed, is then smothered in mad and wrapped in a sof't

ttle beingat a time, and when the wound has heeled, a little more is
untdl the whale length hapg been opened, The iden of dodng this is
the semdnel fluid being introduced into

thde

You will peadily imagine that

and instrunent with which 1t iz done is kept
ih‘.ﬁld-'




The Govermment is also trying to pet fram Mr, Smyth another
used on the femnles,
before the yourg gin is given in marringe., This is a piece of wood

. The thin end is ebout a foot in length and
sbout one and a half inches in diameter, This is foarced into the vagima
of the young "Gin" (as the women are called) and she is them handed over
% her usbani-elect, These instruments are hidden awny, and great
precantions taken to prevent anyone seeing them, so thet lir, Smyth has
been exceptionally fortunate in getting them, I think I would be right
in saying that they are sbsolutely wdque, W

I am sending this letter to you, Mr, Hectar, as I think
this story may interest you, and af‘ter you have perused it, will you
please be good encugh to forward it to b, Velloome,

Trusting this letter will come into your saf'e possession,

Believe me

Yours sincerely,

{MJ m@'m
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