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letters from

David M, Oreig
My BeClig By p FoRely fe Bidnburgh, Li.De

Fpom the South African “ap, 1900,




Traneport "Unbria®”
26, 111, 00

My darling Dove,

Just as I finished ywr letter the whistle
went warning ell passengers to go ashore &0 I wae
Just in time to get your letter off., As we were
lying the wrong way to get out & tug had to pull
the etern off to let uc turm, The men growded the
rigaing end the eide as usual and when we were about
8 hundred yards off the quay one of the Glosters
fell overborrd, He turned round and round as he |
fell for the height wae sbout the height of & house,
There was s great commotiom but when he ceme to the
surfeoe it wap seen he wae a good ewimmer and he struck
out for the shore, After a 1ittle he stopped mmd it
looked ne 4f he were exhsusted and ope of the firemen

from the Umbria dived overboard after him and at the



seme time a bLluejacket from the shore jumped in to
help hime The Lluejecket could not meke much way

but a 1life buoy was thrown and the fireman got it

end pushed it to the soldier and left him hanging on.
Heentime the pﬂﬂ:;' bluejacket wes nearly drowned end

I think woild hewe been only the fireman resched him
in time too, i%ey were sll hauled on the tug and
the soldier end fi.reman got on board ageln. The
men who ¢ame today were oll schber and looked in good
condition, At tihe wharf the "Abeent Minded Beggers”
fund of the Deily !iail hed ooffee snd rolls ready end
I thizk for each man eome Illustrated London News

and things to tﬂu off with him, We got off with
great cheers and trs-m bend 'm HaM. S, "Howe " played
"Muld Leng Syne" , *,"Bu:l.u Brittania® , "Say /u Revolr
but not Good Bye" 1 and 20 On, A1l the sailorse
turned out end msm the decks, the fighting tops,
the yardey the rum:-alu and even stood om the top of
the maet end they Lé_lriﬂ gheer us as we got under welgh.
Then luncheon come .;:nnﬁ soon afterwards we were out of
the harbour. It h: s¢ been a lovely warm day with a
roll on and a muht: breege but mach to my astonishment




.....

there has been no sign of sickness with me, [ost of

the day we have sat in our chai®s end besked in the sun,
There is oh awfully nice looking chap Sir Johm

Milbank of the 10th Huessars going outs Iie was wounded

end eent home and he ie etill very lame, Excuse the

bad writing as the ship ie rolling a bit end there 18

a g netant tremor from the ¢ troke of the sorew,

3

27« 11le 00
We have had amother lovely days All day there has
been the same stiﬂfbmu following ue and the same
long roll and though there have been some empty sests
at meals mine has not been ones, 1 have been very
fit all elongs I om in uniform now and don't think
I'11l get much use off my other clothes for come time,
At ten each mnrningrthe men parade on our deck, Om
the port side are the Glosters, Durhsm Light Infontey
end Seaforths and u:; the etarbonrd side are the Eoysl
Irieh Rifles, hrtilliﬂy etcs As the ship: polls it
is very funny to see all the linmes of men lesning back
and forvarde to balarwe themeelves, I called on the

ship's doetor last night and sat for & bit with him



He seeme a decent sort of chap but older them I,
He used to practice in Piesdilly but the fogs gave

him bronehitis and he had to leave that and since

then hae been at sO8. Today I went along to see

the Chief Engineer MoHardy who is a Dundee men, He
tells me he has ten engineers under him on the ship

He takes in the Peoples Journal and kmowe all sbout me,
They feed us very woll on board here giving us a mem
for every mesl sbout the size of a helf plate photograph,
We buy our drink in quentity by the bottle which is
reserved for the owner and is set down &t each meal,

It lookes a fairly hospitsble tsble when it is all laid
out, All today we have seen nothing but the sea with
tru; axception of two sailing ships which passed far
awey. fWe are going nearly 19 knots an hour and

expect to be at 8t. ﬁnu&nt on Fridsy sfternoon. If- _
there are any npuaiall gtampe ya should keep them for
Khannie, I have auﬁ& in an envelope in a steand om my
table, Vhen ehe is old enough to understomnd them 1t
will be a start for hr:ar collection,




28, 111. 00

Todey has been ¢cloudier and therefore golder, That

is sbout the sum of the news. Things have got dowm
to their regular routine nows There is the constant
throb of the serew, the roll of the ship and the four
hundred snd twenty odd miles further south each day,
Hothing to be seen but blue water very pretty and very
blue, All the deck gemes are going full swing, deck
quoits, crigket and & sort of curlings The awmings
are up in sntieipation of hot westher and we all read
and sleep and smoke and eat dally as much as we can.
The porridge in the morning does not taste eo good
beesuse we get sterilismed milk but everything elee is
fine, %he chief amusement this morning wee to watch
the men doing physiegal drill while the ship 15 rolling,
In me of the exereises the men had to balsnce on their
tiptoes and then sink gradunlly dewey to a sitiing
position, Some of th'm fell forvsrde and some back
and all had to stick their hemde on deok to keep them

galves from rolling over, Even the Jrill eergeants had

to lsugh, MNeny of the men slept om deck last night snd




I dont wonder begsuse the troop decke sre very crowied
and maet be frightfully close and hots There is &
11ttle engine forward on the starboerd slde - I

d"n't know what it's fop - bDut it goes ell day and
one of the Edinburgh Artillerymen discovered todsy

that *‘I‘.B.f!a‘.l 'k puf'fy beat playe "The Cogk of the North",
It wae very funny toeee the men's delight end the way
he enlled the other man's attentiom %o it and to hear

him eing the "Cock of the Horth in time with thise

engine,

20, 111, 00
Todsy has been better than evers grm Al fUnny and
herdly any roll et all, hen I got o deck thie

morning the firet thing I noticed away on the left

woE land, This turned "t to be Madeirs rising like

¢ hill juet on the hordzom ite top hidden in the elouds,
A1l forencon there wae drill going su ana Jjuet efiter
lunchneon ithe fire ball relgs werybody hod bean
spaviously ipstraeted in vhat they were to do in gase
of fire snd where they were 19 gos Immedintely the

bell wae rung the bugles went "Prepare for Cevelry” and




them all wee bustle, The men poured up from below,
spreng up from where they were sleeping and made for
tl;nir etatlons, Vithin ten mimutes the EOUD were
all in order end then the bugle wemt "the dismise",
Soday fully 50 of the officers were injected for
Typhodde Tell Stelker, thet will interest himy They
#ll had to go to bed ell being more or lesc seedy

some of them pr .ty bade e have 600 d-ses on board
for the men,

Another smusement we heve -n boerd ie o delly eweep-
stake on the run Ae & ™Male the winning number gote
about £l0y = = o Yesterdoy we ren 436 miles, end
the day before 43506, whether tomorrow or Sstumiey will
see Cepe Verde I don't knows Everybody 1s looking
Torward for nows,

When telline ywu sbout our Mese I forgot to tell you
we have been gettiing first rete crerm cheess, It
reminded me of Argate and Mpe Wolte, Do you remember

the one she got from Englend for me?

20s 111, OO0,
ve gre t2 be st Cope Verde tomorrow and & notice 18

to go up to poet letters which will be sent off by a




kind of battleship or trooper beeruse there is no
reguler meil ] ie oqt of the way place, Thie
moruing we overtodk the trooper "American" which

left Southempton before us, 0 we have been tearing
alonz well, e saw more 1life today in the shape of
lote of pesply leutilue floeting on the sea, some
flying fish and some HMother Cerey's chickenss All
day hae ‘een cloudy and the ship seems to be cresking
end rolling rather more then she hee vet donés In
the aftern on I went aft to see the men shoot, 4*hey
vera arranged in & row of seven &t a time and then an
empty pork berr-el wae thrown overboard and the men
bPlazed at 1t either independently or in volleys, The
barrel got m good peppering before it drifted out of
aight, A 1/= subseription hae Lbeem got up Tor the
fireman who jumped overbosnprd at “rincetowm and as there
are over 170 ofricers ou board he should get not a bad
present, [t has been hotter today thouzh not nearly
#a hot ae it wo.ld hove beem had it been less eloudy

end the wind heen less in the North,

31, 111, 00

o gat in to 6%, Vincent sbout 6 o' elock this evening




and thinge are to be posted now, We have had a grey
day, hot and cloudy with a Gea. gen and a gond roll,
A% breskfaet this mor ing we hea for the Tiret time to
c¢atch the things ae they elid ncross the table, All

ports ere shut to keep >ut the sea end at luncheon we

have had the riddl- s on, We e xpect to be guiet by

dinney t’r".n-.’ﬂ\n?l‘.. It is not very essy to write ss ones
arms and psper slide scroes the blotting paper as the
ehip rolls, Ho s casickness however shoerd, Today
the men have orders to dress only 1n kheki end to go
about barefooted. At drill the thud of the bare feet
sounded quite funny but the men seemed to enjoy it.
I may get my first spool of photos sent off, As fapr
ag I kmow they are :

1. Going into Queenstown Marbour,
‘e do,
3: Men goming on board,
4 HME "Howe",
+ Sueenstown, golng out,
Gs do do
T« Men resting on the forecastle in hot weather,

ALL the rest will be about S5t ¥inecent, I think I




-I'D-

have miesed ome oy twe but you will see when they
are developed, Get them put in order in = book
th the nemes in pemeil amd I'll gorrect them

when I get home, %e hope to leave 8%, Vincent on
fundsy “nd and ought to get to Cspe Town ten dayse
later, I"11l write again from there,

Bver your loving

: Dave,

(Letter 2 lost)
Letter 3.

At Bea,
G6s ive 00

My denrest Dove,
I wae very lucgky to get your letter sent off

yostordey before we left Bty Vincents The coaling
went on all night and ell day end I did nutr_ung but




watoh thems All shore leave was stopped but it wes
8, 30 before we weighed anchor, Before that however

tn' Itelien man of war come im end m saw our men of
wey "Cembrin” run oub her gune and hoiet the Italian
flag snd Tire s salute of 14 gune, The Italisn then
hoisted the Portugese flag and fired a 21 gun sslute
end then the British flag end fired 14, The Portugese
fort on the hill then replied with her muzsleloaders

80 we had quite a fusilade, timoet as we started
night geme on, it gomes om very muickly efter the sun
goes dowa ond it was dark before our serew: began to
throb, Ve had to sterm close pawrt the Italism. Our
eruiper - the Cambyia - 11t up end fired soveral
rogkets snd the Itallsn geve ue round after round of
cheeys and had thelr bund up and played God save the
Gueen and shome thelr searchlight on us,  Our men
gheered like anything end we went down to dimner ac wa
gat out of the bayse At night we slowed down %o bury
two men and went on agalin, e hove 2,400 on bosrd and

to be cooped up in thet beastly bay for 5 days wae no Jole,

we had a rocky night end this morning 1% wee blowing
fresh end we had a good roll on ond several »f the




of'ficers were lying sbout sick but not I, At dinner
we had the fiddles -m and one or two left rather
suddenlye
10, ive 00
Partly from heat snd pertly from innoculatiom ageinst
typhoid I have not managed to get anything written slnce
the 6ths But reslly there is little to say, day after
day being practicslly the same, Before we crossed the
1ine our watches were aslways fast and had to be put back
sbout 20 minites a day but now they sre always slow and
having to be put forwerds The sun used always to Dbe
in front of us but now is behind since we crossed the
1line >n Sunday sbowd 11 DeWe Right up till then we
| had wind right behind us but since them it has been
‘ dead aheads We had & pood crossing though the water
wae not quite smoothy Ve saw thousands of flying fish
and one day passed through o= school of porpoises sbout
‘ 100 of them, all jumping clean out of the water and
evidently enjoylng themselves highlye The westher has
never been snything like as hot ae in India but for the
past four nights 1 have slept on deck, It is very
pleasant but has the disadvantage of being disturbed




gbout 5 s.my There i2 only one thing one ean fall
bagk mn 1in writing end that 1¢ the people, Oup
Comnanding 0fficer is Colonel of the
‘ntrim Artillery Militis, He 18 » nice looking
soldierly old mem with grey haim, He 18 seid to hove
been in the old Royel Artillery of the HL.J.0e (7)s

I don't think he mansges the trooper very well but he
ean heve had nn experience of the sort before, lHie
Adjutent 2o Redolyffe of the 72nd (I think I put
"Wyelyfrfe” ae hie nome in a previous letter), He is a
nice looking cheop, tall end elweys cheery and emiling
and never shle %o be etill = miiute., He alwaye carries
a chort came and hac hie trews turned up so ti the
straps hang down end the buckle rattles Bn the deck,

The seend in Command is Lht, Cal, Ditmamch of the
Donegal Artillery Militia, He 40 2 lawyer vhen at home
ond is rather a loudepnken pompous chap who wesrs an
eyeglass snd has his field eervice cap alwayes fer too
far pulled down over his hesd, There ip a fusny story
of him, Jie got the skipper who is e big bPluff mam %o
let him see the chart one day. The skipper hae no idea
of the self importenge of & Lty Colonél snd 8s he geve
him the chart he added "snd ite the only ome sboard so




talte gnpc of it, for if anything comes over that chars
there will be & vecsney in the Domegal ‘»tillery, "
The Sdirwurgh ‘rtillery seenms 1o be nder a Mejor Lee,

veor; anice fellow ©Eiv Jolm Milbenk I have told you
of clreadys Fe ie lundigrously like Fred Sharp in maane®
and evarvihing but not 80 % 11. A11 Gay he wecrs blae
glothee end & high cord "Gayhat s Hie walet looks
mach smerter t .o eome 0f the ynmngeoters aboewds Captain
Farmhapeon of the 42nad I heve also already meutioned,

le 1e o very nice chapy knowe Deceide and DPmelde and
wo heve lote of eshooting diescussi nge lis has been in
Indds rith his pvegiment and hee trovelled s good deals
The neme of the men who wae in Trinided ie Long - I
forget if I mentiomed ‘het before, e is Just now in
Lthe 4%h S»mersetc Lels e ond & man Fee - & eaptain
in the w Pay bepartment - itrsvelled down with Jo
and me in the ssme carrisge frowm London %92 s theammtole
e £11 71t togesher st dinnews There i a “irie from
fberdeen poing Wb S0 Jd0 r_'[!_-‘i:.': LD RO, He head onascident
before he Left and 18 yeother lanss lio 31 ™eld
menitnl which we hove moetly on boord here is under

L=

s nice chap 1 think I8 very Iriche

m

Bripr Cards He 4

&

T'4n, miet end reserved with o big moustaghe and sayes




- 15 =

that seldom look agtively sbout or ctraight st one, He
seeme to have & good quartermaster in Houghtom who like
£ll mertermecters is obviscusly from the ranks. The
adjutent to the livepital 1s Cepte Menhill s very nice
gentle chap who has had a good dosl of fever since he
game on boayd; ithe remains of having been at Fachods,
“lth two exceptions the rest of the offigers of this
hoopltal ie made up of civilisns, ‘mongst the civilians
goling out is a little chap called Tarr who was house
Erurmarun. gt Johammesbarg when war broke out end was

sent dowm imn & coal truck to Cape Town, He sayes he
wantes to go back to get his ¢lothes and effects whioh

he hid in ome » the hospltal c¢ellafs Dafors he come awals

11, ive 00

we hsve had ensther very succeezful day's run, 393 miles,
the woother eomtinulng very good ond coodler, 8o that I
returned to my bubk agein snd loft the deck, As I was
not disturbed at 6 sa.me I nearly slept im.

The men seem to be enjoying themselves Yery well, They
are fed by the Company ond that is better than Govermment
fedding co I fancy the longer thic voyage laste the
better they will be pleased, All day they lie about on




@

degk vhen off duty snd smoke, pley corde and some other
gemeg wvhich I gonmot follow. It i evidently &8 mild
genible, At night they hsve sandwiches esold to sny who
gere to buy end evidently during the dey they have cool-
ing drinke becouse 28 I write I can heer comeone emongst
the men crying "vho'll have a cooler? Plenty of ioce
thie time gentlemen) Vho says a gooler? *

There ie = very nige f ellow colled Harper, an Irish

doctor i with two others ere going oaut to Join

Ty

r
Cerringt-n's Ehodeslon Horse, [l har previoucly been
out in the Cene Hounted Rifless

There nre two brothers who ere eXeoptlinnally nice men,
Their nemes are S4dney and Zdward Clive. The Tormer i1s

a subsltern in the Crenadier Cusrds and the other is in

Gibson, Wynihem and Btevenenn represent the Hig-lan Light

Infontrys %he Tiret ic puch & nlce boy ut not very

=} ld think, Etevenson who comes from Lanark
hee won ebout £36 in the deily sweepstokes. He has been
lucki aBnyVane elee,

1. ™ 5.‘?.. U
1 wae spesking to the elder Clive yssterday snd he was

Trel

tellins me thet he hed & relapion in Dundee, It turned




out to be the Mother Superion! ween't thet funny,
The Visoount Velentis 1o hies uncle, Ve sre still heving
lovely weather, The wind being desd shead we meet the
ewell end pltch a bit which some of the £ ellowe don'$
1ike, Thie nftermoon they hed vovolver prectise. The
thootere were drawn up sl-ng the ntamm s:ﬂe and
bottles were thrown well out, from the £aliess¥e hesd

end were fired st oer they d rifted pect. It mede difficult
thooting, I only saw three bottles brokem out of sbout
three dozen, As & rale however the chooting was gond,

Ve sre now 2853 miles from £t. Vincemt end hepe to be

in Cmpe Tomn on Sunday night. If I get the chance to

let thie go I may do o at "mee without telling ymu of
our arrivel, Ve are interested to know whether we will
E® on in thie vesesel to Hatal or whether we will trense
ehip et CapeSowny The gene sl ides seems to be that we
will tronship ee thiée hoge vesesel hrs t> be o long way
out from Durben, The men had a concert last night on

our decks The erowi and the swish of thewter kept me
from hearins snythings The orghestra consisted of two
tanboureens, s fiddle, a banjoy » flute, a concertina
and two bones, A Tomny's eing-esong i¢ new to many snd
we goflin't get near the performers,




14th April, 1900

Yesterday we agedn hed & lovely day.

In the morning the

water wee 1like rless thoagh of course tle re ie the

eonrtent cwell, Vie mnaw aver mo many porpoises and eome

vhales end o mage tnrtle evidently esleap on the water,

The ship woke him up and he dived snd paddled out of

#ight, Ceptnin Mmtton enye we were at least 400 miles

from the nearest lsnd #o he mapt heve had a long ewim,

Hearly all forenoon I hung ebhont and enjoyed the san and

wtched for beaste, Todey has heen sanother good day Put

mope swell and therefore more pitching,

We did 7935 miles

yestordey snd 397 the dny befors, ¥e had hot cross buns
at breskfert yesterday belinp pood Vridey, Everybody is

beginning to prepare for Adiserbarketion and all 1e talk 1w

ghout whot 42 to» be dome and what the news will Do at

Cepe Town, It 1 three weeke today einee we left
Ssuthem-ton snd we ere £1l diemppointed the veynge han
heen o0 long, 23 daye inetead of 17,

1.5,

iv,

00

Thic i¢ I think the only bed day we have had, cold grey

and eloudy with a damp sir end occnsionel drissling rain,

It 18 1ike home but not so cold,




——
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Lapt night pome of the non-commiseioned officers gave
8 nigger snterteimment, It vee given in our music room
i very smusins i1t was too, It was » regule® Tommy's
enterteimment with all the ususl jokee sbout the canteen
and thinges that only soldiers think 2fi The music was
from two bones, two temb .rinse, snd & fiddle and to
2ep Lhem un %0 the pitgh the ~lder Clive pleyed the
plano, It was all very funuy and pe-ved t1@ time $111
1Us 30, Ve hove seen more vessels yesterday ana uoday
than oll the rest of the voyage put together snd as a
fure slgn thrt we are nearer lond there have been meny
birds, ond an albotross or two. Lverybody is geiiing
ready Tor Cope Town and in colleciing their wvelisce and
kit the epmees outside the differeni bedroome are pretty
well filled ups “hether we go "m ‘n this bost or not
many lesve us st Capr Jowm but in any case we will
robably have e dsy or two theres I em golng to close
tiie letter now in gnse thore mey be a huorry but will
try to get amnother writien before I lesve Cepe Towns
yay your loving

Deaveag
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Lotter 1V,
e ¥y Te "Umbria"®
Cape Town
16: 1% 00

iy deeres'. Dove,
Soon nfter 1 finiehed ny lotter to you yesterday
we ren into » thick fog end had to elow demm very much
almost stopped indeed for o long time and hed the fog
vhistle blomn for hwure every mimates It 1o a ghastly
igvention and very uncomforteble to heve this hideous
noiee interrupt conversstion and everything wmce o
mirute, It wae of eourse ¢old too end demp, About 9 o'
¢lock however it clesred a bit end awny off in front we
¢ould pee the hille of Teble Bay, As wo come nesrer we
paseed into ever eo many fog benkss Hech bank hid everye
thing snd the whistle was oterted agrin, Then after a
1ittle we got through thie benk and saw the hille more
distinet than over end then in to more fog snd 8o on,
Soon after midnight we dropped anchor in 22 fathome of
wateor and rolled in the swell nll nights This morning
“Vorything was looking wet and we lay in o dense fog
etill, About 11 o' clock it began to 1ift end wo saw
the "America™ lying muite close to us8 = sche had come
in during the night, Leter on obin Ielsnd with 1te




lighthouse begen to chow »n our left end later on the
hille on our right end them we welighed enghor snd moved
Glowly in, As we got im the iore clesred and we gould

see the houses and long 1ines of tents end the stocksde
where the Boer priconers were kept, Theee lines are low
dowm end close to the shore, In the bey we agein ceet
enchor, It ie very full of vessels of sll sorts with
M. 8, "Daris” represamting the Navy, Ve never saw

epe Town well nor did the miet clear off Teble Mountain
and later in the afternoon it csme down again pretiy thick,
The quersntine mgr ceme off an. sbout luncheon time

e emart little lsunch, the "Alyoa" with some of the staff
on board, They stayed to luncheon end geve ue the news
which wee not mach, Vhat wae more important they told us
that the herbour was so full thet we would not get in today,
20 here we lie until tomorrow snvway., We have hed & long
Voyage end thie will add enother day st leest,

17. iv. 00
After writing lect night the fog all clesred away and when
the full moon rose Table Nountein was quite clesy of mist
énd the bay was besutiful, 7The moon showed sll the dark
hulle of the ships end their lighte glistened wverywhere,




- 08 -

while away in a crescent at the foot of the black hille
otretched the lighte of Cape Towm, electric and gose It
wes moet lovely, The morning wae the begimning of a
mast lovely day, clear blue eky with a glorious sun and
E4mply the swell to keep ue rocking gently, I got a

photo of the Lion's Head, Observetory hill, end snother

of Trble Mountein., Ve hoped to get into the harbour but
no such luck snd we watched the "Bavarian" go in and

later the "America" with her 800 horses and some other
trooper but we got no orderss It wes emmoying, About
noon a Major on the Staff ¢ame »n board looking very

emart in his khaki with scerlet fecinge snd hie white eap
with ecarlet bend, He had a liet of ordere and we got
definite ordere where we weret go, et leoast the mem did
for 1 go to NHetel ae I told you slready, MNilbank slipped
off to Join Gemeral Fremch, He wae the first to go, Them
the elder Clive (Sidney), Pryse, Wilsher and m other got
aweye They sre all what they call epeciel service offiowes
ond I believe they are to o_rganiae some mounted infantry,
Meny of the men go ashore here for duty but the Highe
landere go on t2 Hast Londom o Port Eligsbeth = 1
forget whiche The Sdinburgh end Durhem Artillery, the
ifle Brigede end others go om to Durben with me, In
the meantime we are ell stuck begsuse the 6th division




that is Gemerel Hort's Brigede sre coming from Notal for
here to go tn Veponer or somewhere and thet is prescing
B0 we heva to wait, Then to meke matters more diffioult
there hes been a blockrion the railway end the men are
Blocked here, Some of the wedicsls "n board are from
‘ymburg, Remdeebosch, Nesnpoort ond 'oodstock in Cape
Colony snd they disembark vhen we get sshore, Ome op
two go to Esst Londomy Tell Xhonnie we have & hattory
of "Pom-poms" om board but they too go off heres Bach
Pomenom 1s housed with six horses, Put the horses sve
not with us,

Oome of our fellowe vho wereesshore yestord:y went to

88e the Verwlick Regts who sre gusrding the Boer
prisoners here, They eew the pricomers, I ssked Gibson
what he thought of them, Fe is such s gemtle 1ittle
chaps He ssid, "They ere grert big followss I wouldn's
like t= knogk up ageinst one unl-ss I had something in
my hend, "

Yhe officers vho wenit shhore yesterdey grurbled a good
denl =t what they had to poy to get off, Fenoy £6 for a
ptesm lrunch, 50/= for a row boot end the distance omly
8 milel Therefore 1 hove not yet been ashore, I think
there is plenty of time, for whem we get in we hove rmch
to put ashore, another 500 »r =o men to take on board




and to coal, ®0 if we get eway this weekend we will
be very lucky,

19, iv, 00
1 wae really echamed to write yesterday beceuse all day
we s8tood etill in the bay, A lovely day but very tiresome,
“his morning broke fine end wam. We were in hopes of
getting in, becsuse yesterday evening we saw the
"Americein”, "Oymric" enother trooper and the mail
Fteemer sll come out, However rumour had it that es two
troopers hed come in during the night both with horses
vhich are more precious than men we were gring to pass
another day doing nothing and our spirite fell accordingly,
To our delight however sbout 9 o' clock the pilot stepped
on board end the buetle at once showed thet at last we
were ¥ move and presently anchor wae weighed and we
eteamed right round the bay with 21l the shipping and
into the dock, Yhe dogk here ig = large tidel basin but
with no dock gatess Ve were berthed close to the trooper
"Winkfield" which ren down the "Mexiean" out at sea on
the 15th, We had passed through miles of wreckage and
knew eomething had heppened, The Winkfield's hows are
doubled in and the pletes eplit end twisted, The Mexican
wae sunk, I suppose ym eaw it in the paperss Well we
choved elong the quay in front of her and soon sfter we




were fied un the "Glengyle" ceme in and tied up behind
us, ©She has "Rhodesinn Morse" on hoord, What a eight
the quay 1e. Imagine s quay a2 long ss Tay Street with
enornoue corrugated irvon chede nll up the eide 1like this
(ink dreawing of auay shed, rhine and railroad) between
us fnd the reilrosd, These sheds and scres and co:e8 of
gr wmd besldes srs plled with ctores, Nilliome of tns
of compressed fornge, T-A® 2ad tone of precerved
vegetablee, beef, sardines, jom, herley, osts, fbur and
®0 omy - Thousends 7 Mlenkets arranzed in lots of 20 op
8% Mundrede of bedsteads, Oonerel service wagons,
‘mbulenee wagons, water certs, 'uges bDoxes of horse kit
ond o on, I did nethimg all dey but wandar ebout loolks
ing #% this wonderful sight, I heve seen it before bus
never like this, “ithin h-lf-sn-hour of our tying up the
unleading hed evmenced. The Medicsal MMficer who game
aboard wee MejJor Lathem vho was at Netley with me, He
imew me egain though I 4id not recoganise him and he ssked

me %o mderteke the arrsngoments for the medigsals on

board, Conrequently I had te g2 ashore et once and off in
o Wajir Leaseelloe the erberkeiion officer to find out &
whet we verein do ond I learned the Umbria was to go om F,

vith usy Of course many mere= have diecwberied and grme

off and we seéem quite s small mmber now. The shole
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plage is alive with men 21l in khaki =and service kit,
Every soldler ap he lande tekes 100 rounds of ammaniation
and things are very stricts Ve had at dlmmer two men
from the Imperial Yeomenry, There are 4000 of them in
gamp at Maitlend waiting to go ons The pom poms go to
ihellerbosch where some 40 of them are collecteds The
disenbarking officer marke of'f on the quay the Epagos
vhere the different baggageis to be put and it is eld
sorted out and piled up adding to the extraordinary
colleetion, The men do most of the work but there are a
good meny Keffirs working too, btlack mem with broad noses
and curly wooly helr end shining white teeths The men
threw helf-pence to them and they jumped ebout and rolled
over each other to get the coins in great exoitement till
smre ome in enthority ceme up and "booted" them off the
TE Ty Two men got on umnoticed anmd began to sell the
troope grepess As £%om 88 one of the officers saw them
he ren ot them with his cane and the men fled, The
eoldiers then seized thelr baekete and threw the grapes
t5 their comredes on board and whet e seramble 1t wesd

It is sll very well to gee the men going about with
loaded rifles, the affigers with revolvers and the b ST G i

artillery drivers ond transport mem with revolver butis ok 3

etickins out of thelr pockete andi t» see the seething
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mass of khaki, Yo know thail every spece for miles
around is oocupied by tnousands of sroops walting while
the rallway 1= strained to ite utmost, tut what is more

impreesive 1s the tons upon tons of stores of whigh I

have tried to give you some idea,  ur men are working
$111 midnight but we Gon't e xpect to get out tomorrow

though we will be shoved oui as soon ss possible to make
room for the other troops which are lying in the bay.
Lord Broseap'd= yacht the "Sunbesm” ic here juet now,

I saw her in the afternoon when I was welking round pert
of the deokts wiith *he Captain, I also saw a shiploed of
Bick end wounded godng off - I suppose homes They were
brought dowa in ordinary Ambulance Wagone and tsaken om

t2 & tender to be shipped off,

Yegterdsy wae &8 fine day sl i the Torefoon Harper of
WES I went off into the towm %o huat
Mogkay. He is Kelller ‘egpressoioiive out hers and
he ften bee: ; Tay Btreet though I do nol remember your

hevin: met him, Cape Town 16 ¢ ine $own with wlde
trecte Panniy etl rom the bay up towarde Tebhle

Hountaln, I'lhie main etreet is Adderley 8treet 1lm which
thic poet office, Bltandard Esnk, Hellway 8%ation and c0

on are, and e'me of the bulldinge are wvery handsoue,
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The Poet Office is something like oures at Dundee only more
eleborate, These builldinge ere on & base of setrong whinstone
end then =re built of a sort of yellow sandstone and the roofs
sre red or variegeted slates in the better bulldinge while

most of the other buildinge are flat roofed. There are meny
good chops, At the top of Adderley Street are the gardens and
the Assembly House and then this romd goes on to the Mount
Nelson Hotel, the most swell hotel in the place. The

ordinary terriff there is £28 - 8 -~ & day, There is a splendid
gervice of overhead electriec treme here some of them running

a8 far as 9 miles out.

Well we went to the post office firet to get Mackay's
address, He wae not at his office and we went %o Poole's
Hotel where he steye. He was not there and we had to hunt
elsewhere for him ineluding the Club. We got him ebout 11,30
end he was very delighted and surprised to seec me. He asked
ug to lunch with him at the Club at 1. S0 we went up to the
gerdens end sat inm the shade, It was lovely =nd warm, and
everything was so B£111 end the foliege &0 fine, Just gedting
their sutumn tints on and everything wae as still as anything
only the groaking of some frogs and the rustle of a ret which
we saw running smong the leaves, We set as long as we could
end then walked over to the Club where in a few mimutes we met

Magkay, It ie & nice elub house with a: large mess room with

.n
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en extensive woodem dado round it, en electric fen at
either anz?':t the head of the room a lopge painting of

Sir Alfred Milner, The luncheon wae very good end 1t was

8 pleasure to taste red meat sgein end breed, These were
tvo lurupiess While we were there a mon ceme in and Mackay
introduced him t»> me, He gomes from Dundee end I sttended
his deughter et ‘uchterhouse at Christmae time, You remember
how often I wae out there, Hie name is Miller and se he
wiched hie wife to see me Macksy insisted thet we should 2ll
dine at aight with him egains, Another undee men ceme in
end wae introduceds After luncheon we went with our c¢lgars
to the billiard room for s 1little end then off to the ehlp
egein while Mogkay went back to hie office, Ye found
that Haper is to go 'n with this éhip %o Lurban and then we
read end emoked till 1t wac time to go to Poole's Hotel to
dinner, ve agaln wandered up and thie time of ¢ourse it
ves dark, The hotel is a small ope next door to the eclub
end it is very like a ¢oloniel houses It ie small and
soeme mostly wood with wooden VERERdsh or stoep as it 18
gnlled here (-ronounced gtoon) 11 round, The publie rooms
sre emall without any ornemente, sirple muslin curteins, no
igtures and n» fireploces, ¥r ond Mre M{ller turned up and
ve wore joined by e Mr Armetrong who 18 egent of one of the
lorge firme here snd lives st Bulaweys mostly, lrs Miller is




¢olomisl borm and not very Joungs %e had a fine evening

and then after dinner went snd sat out in the stoep, HNo hate
or anything being required, Beside us though we c¢ould not
gee for the plants wee a herpy end violim snd flute which geve
us quite a ¢oncert mnd played very well, Right sbove us was
the Southern Orose and awey behind was Table Mountein muite
clesr end distinety It was past 11 vhen I got down, Ve
drove nearly to the ship but had %o welk elong 2 bit, snd
here were ell the sentries with the guerde lying asleep
beeide them on boxes, heape of tente, blenkets, bege of
mealies or anywhere, with their arme beside them. Ve saw
the day's work in the huge treine which were now nearly
ready to go off t- Blomfontein,

This morning after breakfeet four of ue went off for a walk
%o Green Point, You will e ee the arrengement from thie
eketch; (pen and ink eketch of Teble Bay, docke, position, ete)
It wae & fine welk but warm end we got near the Point dowm

to the see snd back by the cempe. It wae o wonderful sight,
Meny hundreds of tente of different Corps, OGreat big
Peddocks conteining hundreds of horses all looee, and camps
of Indien netive followers and syces (grooms) and weter
beerers, There were s-me eempe of employed Kaffirs, Many
soldders were drilling sll in kheki rsnd then we came on &
1ot of 447 gune a1l khaki painted with their wagone end

everything in readinees to etart for anywhere, Close to
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these were the gune captured from Cremjes They were most
interesting, Most were Fried-Krupp, one wae an old
obeolete gun and there was a pom-poms All had got & bit
knucked sbout, There were lote of bullet marke on them,
some bits twisted and amsshed by chell fire and the pom=pom
had ite jacket (the weter jacket round the barrel) perfor-
ated in three places, From there we walked on and ceme to

the Boer prisoners who sre here. They are on the race course

end are surrounded by iron pallisades topped with barbed
wire, There seem to be two pallisades with emall trees in
between, Every few yards sentries sre posted on reised
platforme which are 1it st night by electric light, The
Boere themeselves ere as dirty and villanoue looking a set
of ewine ns I ever saw, I don'’t know how many there are
and we are not sllowed to stop and stare at thems After
thie we returned to town end had an ice and a lemon squash,
end very fine 4t was too and then down to the ship for
luncheom, After that I tied up y-ur photos and went up %o
town and sent them off, I enclose & liet of what they ere
end hope they will be all right but am afr#did the focuselng
has been defective in some of them, However you will see,
Then before returning to the ship I walked up to the
gordens, I think there must have been a band pleying, or
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olee 1t 1o the fashioneble parede on Seturdey aftern-nn,
There wore such & 1ot of ledies in theis bright 1light
dresser eand kiddies with their mireemaids, It wae a
very lively scene, They were all coming dowm as I went
UPe Then back to the docks in time to see a huge tranee
port train go off under a gusrd of Imperisl Light Horse,
80 men and 4 offigers snd ever £o many wagon loads of
horsess The coolie® don't work here sfter 2 p,m on
Enturday end I don't know if Sunday 1s & day off or not,
Good bye Juet mow £or thie letter is getting too large
for the naetage,

ever ywr loving

Deve,
ketter G
le e Ty “"Unbria™
Cepe Town,e
22 iv, 00

Hy dearest Dowve,

I went up today and posted ywur letter begsuse
e pre off tomorrou fie hove left sbwt 500 men here =
Donegel and Antrim Artillery - but I heor we are to
take some more on boerd tomorrow Todry o traneport come
in with the Beote Fusiliers from Ledyemith enc they were
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at omce entrained for Kimberley, Then the "Templemore "
¢ame in with several ¥ield batteries with 151b field
guns, All day though it is funday ha® be:n work st the
"herf and ewwersl huge traine heve gone off, %The 11th
Generel Hoepitel which csme out with ue lesves tmorrow
to go into cam» at Green Point $ill they cen get up
country, The result of this hae been that I have been
busy ae they have put the troops and hospital on board
on %o me and I have been busy toking over all their
stuff, 25 beds, 25 piliows, 50 blenkets, 3 spoons,
2 basine end eo on, These I have to hand over sgailn at
Durben, I have no hospitel orderlics and have %o do
everything myself but have got a corporal snd two men
under me from the Kimg's Royel Rifle Corps, I em now
Ps Me O om boardal When I get my returns tomorrow
I'11 tell you the men I heve inm charge, There are
luckily only some helf dozen sick, I heve operated
twice since I came on board the shipe doctor not being
& surgeom, When I got up to town thie afternoon it was
very interesting to see every body in Sunday dresses
but far the most interesting were the nativesy The
women in their brillient colours end the native men in

thelr bright Buropean dress, Then back to the Docks
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end there we met all the natives coming off work, fine
big and very bleck men and they looked very well. Some
of the men have been to see men they know who have Jjust
come from Ladysmith, They have got most interesting
tales, One of them has got = programme of the last
suction before the relief and the prices which the things

fetched. <The following ere somet

1 doz, egge 48/~

1 pot marmalade £ = 1/-
1 doz, cigarettes £l - 5/-
1 1b, coffee 17/=
1 pot jelly 18/

12 bottles whisky £l48 - =
1 plate of potatoes 18/=
50 cigers 89 = B/=

I forget the rest, \hink of the price of the whisky)

26, 1iv, 00
¥hen I wrote t'e ebove 1t wee blowlng so hard that the

Ceptain seld we could not get out 111 it moderated but

today 1t turned out & fine morning end ell forenoon we I
wvere busy completing our stores etc, I hed nearly three °
hours work in hospital snd mighty poor fun it was too Yy

to be shut up in thie hot plege, I had then six in bed

end about 25 reporting sick and sll the returns to do,
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ell sbout 1 o' clock the coalier which had been filling
ue up with g¢oal put off and wae towed cleayr of ue end esocon
after two we graduslly worked our wey oute It was a lovel:
elght leaving Teble Bey with all ite vessels behind us as
the sun was setting, Ve pasced at least three troopers
lying Bt anchor and exchanged shouts snd cheers,

1 think it blew & bit thet night for I wakened
several times with the rolling and yesterdey morning had
to drese with csution end had quite & little storm in my
bath, Some of the officers did not show up all day end
8t every meal come left suddenlys It was precarious feed
ing for eomes, The day was windy and rough, grey. end demg
fnd part of the time we had the fog whistle going, 1
myself wae very nearly sessick before I could put t hrougl
Wy work in the hospital, The hospital is at the very
stern of the boat down a dark steir and right over the
Sorew and 1t did pitch and rolls I hed over two hours o
1t and wae very glad to get on deck sgaim and I did not
write lact night becsuse it was t90 rough, It was & rou
night too snd we were bucketed about & good desl, This

in
morning et 6,30 I wae wakened by hearing the snchor cha:

L3

89 cnd got up and dreesed in comparstive comfort for we %,

wore in the bay near Port Elizebeth, It is & shallow b
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end we had to come in very ceutiously and on account of
our size enchored outside sll the other vessele about 1}

miles from ehore, It looke eomething like Newport but the
hilles are not =0 high end the re are no hille beyond, The

town runs right down to the waters edge, Almost immediatel
after e anchored the transport officer ceme off in his

tug =nd made arrangements for the mem to get ashore but
nong were allowed to land except thoee who disembarik here,
Conesequentily my knowledge of Port Flizsbeth is through my
field glasses, A2e I had two esick to go ashore the medicel
officer wee s=nt out to teke them over, HHe turned -ut to
be NMajor Allport who wae at Netley with me end we had o
chat ebout old times snd present doings, All the men of
the Mighland Brigade went ashore heres, They go off in
great bls barges which are towed by a tugs I got e photoe
graph >f -ne of them and hope it will come out all right,
This was all done by lunch time but I believe we ere to
take on board more Artillery end them off tonight for Easi
London, %e should get im there early tomorrow and then
begin the final part of our long voyage. =

Eaet London, }1
26, ive 00 '
Ve left Port Elizsbeth lact night ebout 6 o' clock,
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The night came on very quickly efter sundown snd before
we lef't all wee derk but awany behind the towm we had a
eplendld dieplay of lightning, The whole of that quarter
of the sky wee 1it up by s ¢ netant flickering light with
very few secvonde zig mag fleshes of lightnings t went om
for hare, he phocphorescence was finer than I have yet
seen it but nothing to the Aden to Earachl voyage, 7The
night wae quite dark and just the i:n;_w of all the waves
wherever the water wae broken were tipped with the pale
blue phosphoresence, The Highloanders who landed et Port
Elizabeth go off today towards Elomfontein,

"ell we rolled on during the night end thie moraning I wae
wakened agein shout 5 a.ms by hearing the anchor chain

rettles S0 I up end dreseed end vhen I got on deck we

had jJust ehchored off Eeet London cbout a mile sut 1 shoul

think, It was = lovely day, hot and bright with a hot
wvind blowing off shore, All the const ie e series of low
hills but greensr than &t Port Hlizsheth, Away to the
left wae the harbour with s heavy surf brecking over the
breakwater a1l daye There were some steamere and sd 1ling
Yeéasele in here but 1t wae too shallow for ar mgeness,
Above the herbour w#as part of the toum end from there it

etretched away to where we lay whik further to the right
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our example of that in the afternoon, Ve were lylng
quietly in the hot wind end sunshine while eway %o the
south was dull and thunderiike, All of a sudden we
eaw the eea in the dietence whitening and huge dust
olouds on cshore golng right the opposite way the wind
had beer blowing all day, It ceme right om whirling
the spray up ond swinging us round while the dust
blotted out sll the shore cnd ewen reasched us 80 that
we could teste the lend. 1t was very sharp during the
hour 1% laeted and we had to let go another anchol,

Ve have esome storee to talke on yet gnd hope to get
avay tomorrow, After landing the 300 odd troops at
Port Zlizebeth yesterday we took on hoard 80 rField
Artillery, I do nmot know if I told you that the
Domegals snd Antrime who came ocut with us were sent
after & three dsys stay achore off to 5t, Helena in
the Bavarien in cherge of 1100 Boer Prisoners] Ve
hear today that Yepcner is relieved but as for news
there is mome out here] You have no idea how little
people know here of what is going om, VWith the exodu I
of men end officers our mess iz much emeller and I han
got shifted up the tsble, opposite Leng, Hemiltom,
Grace and Scott of the let Durhem Light Infantry,




They are nice boys, Leng hac been in Indls (Poona)

with his regiment but the others are mere boys, Next

to them is a nige young sub in the Imperial Light |
Infontry end snother in the 19th Hussars, Both are
returning efter being in hoepltal with wounds,

e v, 00

ve are £tlll here losding in our etores} These
¢-me out but clowly and the reaeson is that the wharf ir
plled uo with etores which heve been unehipped at one
time or another and out of this mess our stuff has to ]
searched, There is only & very limited supply of
reilway wagone t90 between here snd ihe ncerest brokem
bridge =nd until the bridige is mended no more can be
got, so that sll trucke avallsble are packed with stor
then tnken to the nearest broken bridge and emptied, &
until the empty trucke are returned all work st the &
L-né-n wharf is etoppeds A ecivilien tells me that
there ape abogt 7000 people in ¥ London and thet the
herbour runs up inte Buffelo River up 'shich boate cen

go for 5 miles, The couniry about Port Eliszsbeth is n
all sbeolutely bare with nothing growing om 1t but a ]
¢agtus, but round here the couniry 1s good end greem & by

plenty of trees, snd buck to hunt and 20 Om. The
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loasding of cergo here ie done by lifting the etuff up in
buge rope nets for the westher ie very trescherous end
there is slweye a good swells I do mot kmow if 1t will
convey any ldea to you to tell you thet on a calm day
the wavee begin %o break in 12 fathoms of water so that
there is & fearful surf of many yerds, There wee some
word this forenpon of getting eshore but I did not mo
and wre very glad I did not, We had a quiet dey with a
good sea on ond the loading was gone oan with by the
niggers under the superintendence of a man who had the
moet womnderful flow of language I ever heerd and I heave
heard & good variety in my wanderinge, The sea increased
in the arfternoon and et 4 o' olook we saw our tug returning
with the officers who had been ashore and as 1% omme

nearer we saw that it was packed with men with their

arms end rifles, VWhen they got along side the swell wee
very bed and meny of the men were seasick, It was
imposeible for sny to get to the ladier and they all hed

to be swung up in & huge baskets, The basket wes sbout

12 feet high with » door in 1t and was swang up by the n
¢rane, the tug meanwhile plunging and tossing aslongeide 8
et a greet rote, I ran to the poop end got & photograph by

of the basket coming upe It Lolde sbout 3 men each time,



After the firet basket came up and another ome or two
followed with some of the men when the adjutsnt ceme
running over to me and eried "You had better come over
Well I

got over end they began to arrivey 104 of them sick and

to the port side these men sre all wounded"]

woundad, Some wolked end some were cerrisd to-me on the
“hat e elght,
their khaki torn and pateched, vheir escebbards red with

port side, The men were dirty, unshaven,
ruet, s most ghastly looking evew, Until sll were landed
none could be tskerd to hoepltal s the basket tusiness
blocked the ¢ompanion, I c¢climbed down to the hospital
myeelf and set my men %o lay out beds, get Tresh bedding
and prepare for & full hospitaly; Before I got bagk the
éea was down end I senk down the two or three worst cases
to bed, By that time it wae derk, The poor men who had
come from Bethulie, Aliwal Horth =nd ebout there had all
laiy down on the deck with their velises or helmets for
pillows, Many were asleep snd most had to be helped to
riee, I got a fatigue perty to help the worst ceses =
eome 30 of them « %o hospltal and the rest I got told
I had & stiff few

hours of 1t but got everything pretty well settled by

of{ to messes in the troop decks,

gbout 8 o' glock and got this letter started sbout 10,30,
Thie ie our firet touch with the war snd it wae not a




pleasant side to see. BEverybody was very good and the
men behaved well, everybody so anxious to do what they
could, There was such a lot to see to and the whole
thing heppened without any warning end we had no idea any
were coming sboard here at all. These all go to Cape
Town or home but go on to Durban with us first,

I sm anxious to get this letter closed so ae to
get it posted tomorrow in the hope that it will eatch
the msil which leaves Durban tomorrow. When the tug
comes off early tomorrow I'll try end get someone to
take thie and post it ashore,

Ever your loving

Dave,

Letter 6.

He M, Ty "Umbria®
Durban,

29, iv, 00

My dearest Dove,

Durban at last] Yesterday aftern-on we left
" BEapt Londom in & heavy swell and rolled slong over the
last stage of our voyage. We got off about 4 o' clock
but it wae dark before we had gone far, The fiddles
were on at dinner and everything went merrily till an




extra heavy roll sent the glesees bottles and all
crashing to the port ride, away from me, tut what a
emash! Meny men jumped up wiping the broken glase

end epllt wine off thelir uniforms end dinmer progeeded
on more geutious lines after thet, Laet night wae a
rough night and the baggage jomped sbout in my c=bin
cmeidersbly but did not ikecmvenience me, Yhe morning
was a dull grey Sunday and we ralled nlong with the
fiddlees on all day till we reached Durbam, The goast
1ine was s serdees of low green hills with mallchs end
trees and bushee and poselbly & house or two, By 4 of
¢lock we rounded the point and enchored off Durbem, As
far e we can 8 ee from here there ir a flat plain
bagked by a semicirecle of hills on which the better
hases stend, There ie & crulser and e ganboat lylng
begide us snd the "Tegus" hospital ship, the Carrisbrook
Castle, Gaiha ahd other big stesmers, Orders have come
end most of the men go off tomorrow but I am stuck till
I hand over ny sick - the penalty of being P. M. 0.

50, 1w, 00
Today has been s day of dipembarking, MNost of the
afficers have pone and ell the K, R.R, snd the result is

the most estonishing quietness on boerd ship. It has
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been o Tine éay with n bit of a swell one which however ]

interfered 1ittle with the works All who were going
were off by 5 o' clocks The officers ¢limbed down &

ladder to the tug vhere they were ceught by two fulue

gg the swell swanz the tug close upsy All the men were . iy
swunz n board by the backet, The black boye who load

- / o % i
the barges with beggege are ese very (word missing)

'here sre sbout 8 in each barge snd each gete 4/« when

the barge is full. The finest omes are Zulue but there
are others of other reces vhich I don't kmow yet, Some
of theee wear shells or huge earrings or things like pen
holders stuck through thelr ears, hen not working they
ging enc dence meking & monotonoue chant keeplnz time

with their naked feet end working thelr arms and bodies
in en estreopdinary menner, I hope to get rid of my b i
gleck tomorrow and get off, s,

Fth Divieional Fleld licspital, : it 8

Bronke Farm, 3 i
Lodyeml ths o il
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destinstion end I have to tell ywu how I got here, 1

d & 5 t i i
heve scarcely got agcustomed to writing on my knee again "B : iy

as of gourse we have no tebles, How where did I leave offY
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lay 1

WEE Uup early; 6 asms %0 see about

things belng put righ%, At breekfast Major MacCormeck

end two Nevel Transport Officers came on boerd and
things began to shape themselves for my getting esway,

A1l troops were to disemberk st onge into the lighters

and tug alongeide, =nd then my eick were to go ashorea,

et leaet the who beloanged to the regiments landed

were tn, ond the 104 who came on st East London were to

remain, The Unbria wa

e then to be oleaned, fitted with

ewning cots and sail on Seturday for home with 300 sick

meén ond 40 officers, All foremoon the troope disembariced

and in the weantime Mejor MacCormeck lunched with me and

atked me all about the voyagd end where he wae to eend

the medigal officers who ceme out with me to, All the

beet wen I arranged were to go Torward with me. About

3 o' glack 1l were on boerd end I had iy elgk garried

off and I wae the last men to lesve the ehip, It wae a

lovely day end we left the ship's eide with no regret

and round the two miles or oo inio Durben harbour up the

Umvilo HEiver, That part was lovely in the extrems,

'ratty vegetation on either brond though

Blde and the

Ehsllow river stretching sway up for wiles, Ve took two

lighters with us snd cest them off at the pler while we

went on to the paseenger jetty., I insisted on my eicgk
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being disembarked first enc ent a fetigue party of

juniors to earry snd nssist thom round %o the "Avoca"
hospitel ships This wes soon done and I handed them
wer to Major Wose in charge thare, The Avooa 1f B
fine ship, well fitted up, A 1sake en idesl hoepital
with » lovely view aver the river from her pors glde.
Juet are wnt thewe nn ambulance trein came in Tull of
glck snd wounded, mostly the latter, buf I had no time
tn watch them disembark for cs soon a8 1 got off my
elok 1eft t5 look after my beggege in the lighter,

I had teken csre thet my baggage went on bBoard last and
gonsequently it ceme off firet and in an hour or 80 1
got » gouple of rlgkehawe snd wae off to the Merine
Hotal, The rickehaws ere light two wheeled traps
drewn by runmers, They have hicycle wheele and s0ldd
tyres end # hood to put up if too hot snd Shey get
alonz at = good paces The rmmners are natives of coure
dressed in light eotton ingkete and drawers,. The
Arswers gome t0 the 'mee and are arnemeated with etring
of ped tepe which heng dowm, HNeny nf them wear anklets
bracelets end =0 om but the funnlest thing of sll 1e

thair heesd dresees, Meny weer huge helry hend-dreseas

srnamented with native ornsments and many have theee

in
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furmounted by cowe horne which give them a very funnj

EPOCUrEnicea, They spok¢ hardly sny Znglish theese men,

het I saw of

.

arbsn wae pleasing, The strects are wide

and rommy with not very mich traffic, I got %o the hotel
&énd disemberked my begrsge and then went st omce to the

gtetim for orders, It was jJust dark then - & o'
elock = ond I met the guartermaster who t ’dd mo I wase

t0 go to Ladyesmith by the 30, I seid that was impossible

80 I wae told to g2 "o the 2,10 a.,my on the tnd, I went

back 1o the hotel, had a waeh snd dined with Jatches,

iyler, Lowsmm, VWimby, Harper, Buse end Eichardson all of
ihe Rhofdesien Horsge They call for Pelra on Saturdsy Gth,
Then we went into the stoep cnd smoked $411 10 Pa e

Durben ie under Mertial Lew end no one is gllewed in the

strects efter 11 PeTs B2 1 had to go %o the station
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‘11 eleeperes heve
been commendeered for the $raneport of sick snd wnmded
maite the best of an oxdincry first glase
ige with no arme and no pillow, I hed not had time to
Ye-crrenge my baggage to sult e night's work like this

AT - 3 o A
anG gould not get my

vellice and bedding into the carrisge,
I got out all the clothes I had in ny portmenteau and
rolled them into a pillow and turned up my ecollar and

down my field service ¢ap and ueed my leggings as blankets




and mede the beet of it, It was thundering cold end I
found that I had to wrap myself in parts of ny plllow to
keep nyself warm, I roused up at 6 and was mighty glad
to see the sun rise an hour later and have

progpect of
getting warm agaln, \& daylight came on I ¢ould see the
country full of green copjlies with ‘here smd there iarge
fields of mesliee which grow about 10 feet high, The
railway winds in and out among the copjies in a2 wonderful
way so thet the sun changed every few minutes from one
window to the other, iy 8.m, yesterdey we reached
Pletermaritzburg, cclled for chort P, i, Purg, One of the
things which siruck me herve was the nunber of Indians,

In the refreslment room vhere I breskfacted all the
walters were Hindoo Kitmatyars and my Hindustani brought
me the most abjeet respect end muart ettention. I was
properly hungry too., Almost -n Pinishingz the train

started and now I had two charming eompenions, a Johannes-

burly stockbrolker who left sixte aye before the

Wiltimatum end Maojor /APthorpe of the 194 Huesars who head
been in Ladysmith sll the time, I wish I c¢ould tell ¥l
ell the conversation, Apthorpe i= the only officer axeepnt
one left out of eseventeen in his regiment - they sre not
all dead but either thaet or invslided, Apthorpe has net

been out of Ledysmith till =& weelk 8go when he ceme to
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e acrges in his reglment were aaten and not & man
=l a8 gorvison gould walk twoe mlles when they were
o ! : e S e T
TFollavau, ileg told me that they »ften met the Boers

ht and ome aeked him if people could see

the whole of Lomdon from Jape iowns Une day the Boers
hellographed into Ledyemith the question "We hear
dherto 1s coming outs hat 1s the matter with Buller?

The Johesnpecbuarg man pointed out everything of
interest till we casme to Ghéively where he left us

DL then wthorpe took up the tale till we got

&

Lo
Ledyeaith at 6 peme Ve were stuck here snd there with
*roine coming on in front and were late at Mooi River
vhere the hotel hac been comandeered for military

officee and we gould get nothing to eat till we ceme

ry hurried
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Boers but now nesrly rebuilt, Ve crossed on a ]
tenmorary one, little it further on we came on the gt

grove of those killed in the armoured trein disaster

and beeide this little arraey of wooden croseee and white !

stomes the upturned wagone themselves, \t Chievely the
etation and the statiommester's houee were both B 2]

mrrounded by iron pletes loopholed for defenge. Tha ' ¢ -;;

bridge at Colenso over the Tugele is en ewful smesh but 2 o
the worimmen smre rebuilding the piers now, Msjor Apthorpe . P
pointed out where the betile was 2nd where the guns

were loet end all the other points of interest, Zwarts

“O0py Cplen Eop and 89 "m, he ¢omantry et Colenso is

awful and 1% 18 no wonder Buller ¢ould not get over withe |

out “earful loes, <he gkeletons of the horees ere

yets The rallwmy twisted and twined el i ; o A
but and in end Just as the sun set we psssed Buwrina (%) ¥ L
where 'Lon wae, Lombord's Kop, and Gun Hill where A - " it

lunter deetroyed the gun end on ts the féat bebween Lhe 4 ; g

Doer and British positiom, Uere there were still meny i
in
desd horses and the smell wms yery bad even to me, The

ir O

fun eet behind ¢ Canp and we paw Knox's entrench

o & : e . s g e 1 |
ien%s 1o the, right and we stopped at “letere snd then B i

into Ladysmith iteelf, I was met by Mejor Broteon and - 4
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told 0o get here and an ambulance wagon with 8 paire of
nles wae walting £ maé, The men put my beggsge in and
e rolled off but it was now dark snd enveloped in & huge

eloud of duet we rolled and bumped along 3% miles to

thie nlace,

(\Ho lettere had been recgeived b iy father up %9 1l0%h
hie 1= noted in my mo her's handwriting on the next

oth Diviclonsl 7ield Hospital
Ladyemnith,
4, v, 00
) yhew "re

ng & day in my date of lest letten,
4he conetant trevelling upset m; csleulatiome, I really
had not finighe v letter vhen the mrunted orderly came
I had to shut un rether suddenly,
pr phet I meemt by eeylng I was auite a2t
noma here, 1l 1t ig very funny but the Major im charg
of thie hoepitnl is John Dlack with whom I lived for twe
in Indlis, hen Mojor Eroteson told me at the stati
wh at Iin ¢harge I spotted vho 1t was bhut wae scargely

prepared to find the besrded men who met me, It 18

in
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e




typleal of the men here, they are gll rough and weather
beeten, bearded and dirty end about eas memart as they
gould bey, The orderlies live in shirt and trousere with
bare arms and broed brimmed haots, I have fallem on my
reety, for I get all the surgicel cases af n°o one here
srotends to such e thing, n the meantime wo are buay
gotting our eick end wounded down country eo that we can
rejoin our divieion at Tlandslanjte, or as Tomy facet-
iously onlle it "Hell and Slaughter", Black was charmed
to see mey; There ie a junior Major Caldewell, & very nige
fellow, myself, a c¢civil surgeon cslled Yhite who geme out
vithme - ite a youngoter - our guartermaster Hoberts
Thie completes the mess for the other men, a subaltern
¢olled Dobldington, is slok probably with enterric fever,
oon after my arrivel wo went in 1o meps, The mees ie the
werating tent and we dine om the operating teble, e
have an orderly to cerve, one to walt and the third to
wash the dishes oy we have only e set of plates of
gourse, nnd sponne otec. are not in dupiioate, A mmoke
and a chet aboat old times finished my first night and 1

ot t2 my tent and slept on o bed for the firet time for
39 dayss My cemp bDed is a great successs Next morning 1
had awash = it wao fine = . the firet for nearly 48

hwares for water here ie not thrown aways, I had e regular




bath oat of my 16 ineh basin out on the veldt o feow

yarde from my tents, That is not the lenst adventege
of having no nuress sbouts I have been teaching Vhite
the first elements of cempaigning, Most of the sick are
regovering from fever or dysentry, We have no bede ond
they lie n etretchers m the ground, Tell Btalker we
get whisky (Sgotch) from the Commiearist st 27/= o
dosenm, It ie very goods Omup food ie camp food but so
are our appetites snd we feed well, After goling round
my tonte yesterdey end writin ymar letter Blagk and I
rode down to Ladyemiths It 48 so interesting. Of
¢nur:e 1t is onl' militery except the few Kafire, “ulus
and Indliens, All the traffic iemilitary, oxwagons
with thelr teame of 16 slmffling oxen laden with ctores
etosy guns, water cortes, smbulences with their ten mules
eonetituten all the traffic, mounted orderlies and

netrole going everyvhere, vearybody living here om

pagss and shut im their houses by 10 pemy Ledyemith
shows plenty of signe of the seige, ¢ passed the
remeins of the Town House tower and tied »ur horees

-

behind the remains of the Royal Hotels, The corrugeted
iron ched at the back ie full of holes from a shrapnel
evidently, snd the room wvhere we went to have s drink

nes anly half a roof, the chimney in mine, no mantle-




plece, the chaire broken and the walles all indented with

e

ts of shelly The hwmse at the gorner is being rebulll
about hal? of it having been emrried eways Mogt of the
h-usee have gorrugeted iron roofe and theee show
sbundant proofe of shell fire,. fier a walk slong the
gtreet we come home & on after darks 4Shis morning after
work Black end I rode round to ¢all on the PuM,0. Colonel
‘11in, The rond lay round Surprise 141l to where there
has been built a corrugated iraon town, partly hoepitsl
and partly sdminietration officess It ig ¢erlled Tin
Tomn, I think 1t must have been 35 miles from here but
Dlagk tekee riding like everything clee very essy, From
there we rode into Ladysmith to luncheon, veryvhere the
¢ountry ie bare and rogky - browm c¢oloured boulders and
everyvhere are gampS e passed 1wo pomepome Peturning
from eomevhere North, snd close to Ledysmith we met a
battery of 4,7 Haval guns and wagone drawn by long teeams
of omen, verything was khaki o»f ¢ourse, but had they
not baemy the dust would have made them 80 It is awful,
in fact indescribeble, After luncheon we walked & bt
end then rdde elovly back end since them I have been
re-orroanging my things beceuse I have to9 much baggeg

t> move with end will require to send some down to the

ba By
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festerday I got my owm horse from the depot here, I

am very pleased with her though such a rough regged looking

¥ ry

beast you heve seldom seen, OGhe hae been in the 13th
uscars end is well treined and as gentle ae anything,
hite and I rode over to nesr licholeon's leck in the
atvernoons It ie a more pleasaut c¢ountry than moet places
round here., Of ¢ urse there is no {reen grase; but lote
of shrubs and low trees, The road ies very rough, cat up
by epruite and dongas end covered with boulders, HRiding
ie slow but better thsn walking, We did n t get as far
68 we wanted to ae the sun thresntensd to go down, very=
where we saw ocutposte and pickete some of them in stone
lapgere with sand bege on top making formidable looking
forte, In ome place the road has Hecu cut and a stone
barricade built scross 1t and in lote of places barbed
wire stretched across between trees, Uead horses and
cavtle were common,
vi, v, 00
That yesterday was Sundsy we ‘mew first because

there was no firing over towards Van Reenen's and begause
there wae a chureh parede for the segond division c¢love

to our camp, In the aftermoon Caldwell and I rode along




the Van Reenen's railrosd till we ¢ould see our
urthest outposts and the Drakensberg range, Late
a% night the second divieion got orders to move and
this morning were all gone before I was up, We our=
selves are not teking in fresh cases and we think that
rob-bly means we will move soon toos I hope so, To=
day the embulence train came up over here on the Van
Reenen's line and took off a lot of sigk from ome of
the field hoepitels near usy l1hey were teken "m oXe=
wagmne and embulences to the slde of the Hallwey and
laid there till the train came ups

injor Eckereley called on us today, he is with the
Cavalry Erigade and wae at Netley with mes It 18
interesting to see theese men agains

viii, v. 00

The hospital normsll; c¢onsiste of 25 tenmts but now
wé have 50 for patients There are 5 oxwagons with 16
epan of oxen in each, end £ weter certs with 4 mules
eagh, The ambulsnce wagons belong to the Bearer
Companies, of which we have none,

10, v, 00

"or the laest two daye there hewe bben meny changes

in the position of the troops though we are still as

we were, They were expecting e-me fighting as we were
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warned to be ready to toke im 100 wwunded, All night
vagon® with storese and thinge vere paeeins s'mevhere near
us a8 we ¢ould heer by the rumble and shouts of the native
drivere and there seemod to be a lot of tralne going up
9 Elanddleajte but nobody of gourse knows anything except
thelir own onders,

The wowet !misonge hore are the fllee = they are getting
lese troublesome than they were, 7Tho food swarme with
them, and when eating with the right hand the left is
kept moving over the plate to keep the bemste off, In
hospitel when you ask & patient %o show his tongue 1t is
hardly mat when flies settle on it, The sight of the
beef at the e¢ook=-house yesterday has jut me off meat fr
some time, Of course, the cook-house is not & house, The
meat ies kept lying on corrugnted irom om the ground, the
ir>n heving been picked up somawhere, ALl "ur milk is
Swiee milk, %"e have only once seen fresh milk, and that
vee the other day when two ¢cows wandered into the camp

and we emandesred their milk before a native arrived

and claimed the beasts, The milk was given to the sick
officers,

The grestest luxury we have ie “uaker Onte which our
uartermacter gnt from somevhere, The rest ie¢ very plain

fond,
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The Red Oroes Soclety do very well for the sick and give
ue raoch that helpe thems I don't know how the elck would
heve got om otherwise, HNeny of couree have nothing
except what they stand in and oceasionally have to be
left without anything till we get their chirte washed,

1 emeending you & film of photoe but I don't know
if they will be worth anything for I had to apen the
asmera at the roll etuck, The firat tw> therefore will
¢ontein nothing, but I hope the rest will do, They are
all abmt the cemp but I have no 1ist of them though
111 know them egein, Now I muet stop ae this is mail
dey sgain,

Ever yur loving

Dava,

BTN Divisional Field Hoopital,
Ladysmithe

15« v 00

My dearest Dove,
Thinge are going on quietly here, with us at
least, though we are hoping t5 be on the trek soon,

n Sunday I went in the afternoon to Nicholeon's Nek
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vhere the Irish Fasiliers end Glostere were lost, and

took & native with me %0 hold my horees, I rode along
to the foot of the hill snd left the native and my horee
there and clirbed the hills It is not very high but i
eteep and very rogky and would meke a formidable plage
to clind undier fire, ip om the top I suddenly csme on
e picket and amonget them the Hev, Magphereon, an Invere
in theArmy,

e t21ld me he wae there after the fight and buried 44

nees man and » cheplain Do you know hin®

men there, He showed me where their graves were and I
gpent more than an hour wanderins over the flat top

For the moat part it i covered with grase 0 to 10 feet
highs "hln one gete to the edge of the platesu there 1p
at the

& magnificent view all round, platesu is the

interesting ity There nre & few tr-es here and these
heve plenty of buld marke and signe of the fight etill
freshy The piles of stones here and there show where
cur men had made entrenchments and behind them I found
1lote of bite of geuze and bendsges, bits of the first
dreseinge the wounded had tried to use, An ococaslional
torn kheki jecket and certridge pepers and esome dosen
horpee and mules, 'hile wandering there I ¢ould hear
the booming of the big gune over 'F@h‘*mt"*ﬂ towards

K elh~eRaar - ond I hoped the Boers were getting

e




eomething for thelir deaye wirk heve, Cominz home I game

raund by Surprise 'i1ll end behind a hill, I think they

known it wee there until my pony ren ageinst 1it,

¢ell 1t Bell's Hill, T hed to walk se the bleck man wao
with me and 1T elone he would be arrvested by mar pleketss P
It wp nearly dark when I got beck end in trying e short :.; : %
eut ceme uson ome of the Boer wire entengleoments, They b :
are sll over the plage here and are made of barbed wire |*L :
wound from tree to tree, o perfect mase of prickly wire, (‘ :“*
Hed 1 been a quarter of an hour loter I wouldn't have l,,r . ..
il

17 ws OO0

A ¢nuple of daye agd we changed from Broake to Hydes
Farme, It took neerly ell doy to tale down and pat up our
tente agein end trenefer the elok end we didn't get dinney
that day until © o' cloek, For nearly & weck now we have
vatehed d'wm in the glain “Yelow a great trok of troope,
horses, fot ond ertillery wendering in a long black 1line
along the Tlandslasgt roads The P« was up yesterday

&nd he snye we will Do on the move within a weeks We hope

% ‘ur division 12 ot Dundee but we are here till we cen Bl _-
get cur sick down country, Yesterday the lanchesters who e .
were beside us left and n0ll day and all night their trans- ity R

port wee paesing our cemp, Yoday the Iniekilliing Fueiliers




have ¢ome into cemp close beside uss Just as I had got

thies written Black ceme im with a telegrsm for us to

evaguste and move on but no address yet ar tn whewm we in i

are %0 g% The trains will probably come for the eick

“omorrow and we should then get off at once, There is

nly ome drawback and that ie thet if letters were !x
difficult to get before they will be even more so when ||~:;:"
we are on the move, y

Good=-hye Just now then,
ever ywre affectionately,

Dave,

ydee Farm,

Ladyemith,
Ve Ve 00,

iy dearest Dove, G

1 am to send thies to be postec tomorrow moraing . EI ' 7 1

' a8 we march tomorrow and I may not get the chance of |

posting another letter in time for this mail, "long sin B
with thie I send a spool of phatos end also three other he
photos for you besides the s 90ls I wish I knew how 1%, ' .

what I have sent you have turned out, Major Magkenzie '



1

- Lraem e

F Y




i) Loy
- wil -
e L
L
i

pl
s Gigaret

AT LB < by
Bl I 1 GO :.i-.:
il ¥ B iy A Be LN &
il e LI o L]
latals idle v
cillinge @ upy
rellvay just now,
a lot of berbed wi
HIKL i NEL SO - bk

want off |

wilie

L 2L 0T

-

ek lidlia e

vary 04 Iried Gl
L 4N AT LEN il
Judil BUAud.d
n fal 1] Bl
L i b
e I~ d
? _?ﬁ"'l-'h
offae
v B1l
ul
R P S Ry

s
: X =
T 3

=

k! — s
” 1a 4 ‘._. 1
b - T 7
- 4. 5 5
& 1 a4 "
i L L I I
L I QLEOYEs 1=
. _— r
- - e '
L % I’ i ne ¢ a
- nl
’ ¢ ) "l
- il
| TUrves L1l
3 -
« JEL 108 o nageas wone
499 —
Ll 1 Ba :_1 -.‘. Ve e ‘;- 1]
15 5 | _' _I"‘ - -:'\:-- -
- 'y - 44
i A 1 Lo LIAn
T - — | - 1
A | LEAYyemltn I
8 1dvell and me
. = 2 3
L 1 y Vg - I
£
4 e}
hE ; i ytebles
e e e — T ——
-

e ——

—_—




-
i
g
g -
s 4
T

naker oaLes]
Lia Ka: ] i

iy bread Ar
.

4 o
innad 1 Lo
oY
1 I-r|'|'!.
g %
hi

[ 2 |k}
¥ i 2 bhaan
- "
i nlhan ¥
yr
i |
=Y a e
5. e
v
- T
e ——

oy TH L Py T

5T &F

narmalade

nmr aff

hawi

it

———————




10y F 1 -F:tl‘:r"l'-l
iy t =" —
Ial,. 1 Eald gL

"': : 1_ £ vary r-.__]- -..

h mr Ar BN, o

and 8 Jew's harn.
we got along cheerfull
before we got in.
ground to the troubl

5 -L'-IE:; L 1"5:’ I - I':':I'Iiu L

iviglioanal

an preferred

=}
]
oy

towvards

eenen'se

wnere

ast ten

vhietl




e % " e i e gl
L .f':.l L}
1 ¥ 1 5 P L | el
k] vlver four milag abow tha rPall Ta WELE
3 —_ e & =it
r Y 4 7 -iJ » ta th |- Lere k unday dver

inetead of the ford lower dovis we came to Elsndslaspgte

ve nesped seversl rellway bridgee which had been blown u
1 ¥ i1 T-15 0 & e T TINT
by th W I % hioch ™ 110 beln gl -_3'_1‘!‘_,= L BT X Ty
1T ard i i .7 i1 -1 L ._«.I .:..'.__I:‘- I'L:'._: v R M.
ti ranch jay" {3 i . prk anki we helted
1 tha " e A ATy - | { + 5 tha bridoe o gnake
&1 ) - 5 + 5 30 [ Saa ] .
tn the g theve, n the athey side we gould e« th
Ay 1 A L j
y 4 r wild yhly a8 1o M man
11 9 ! tente =0 YT 1 y vid “'-']-.' L "
o ammd e WwE B a11 t£he 3 ; nte ¢ i
a
bod ¥ "'. ratt f-,l ] 4 e .\i:‘r]._ 3 i a8
pe pere veody we sat off f 1t vas only after we hod
CcrACEA F = § g 74 - j rn i s Rl 7 % e YL
e d Al =& thpaugh 6 OAT
road, After oTOBEl 1 bridge w 1% through )
2 F 1 + pEe o 4 I arm h 10%el amd =Some
] all & 1 1onted ikl the N T
3 f i ol 4
’ d x 14 : Ty
by THE ) : ] b ]
] 1 ’ e 1 a1
- .
¥ ¥ . r & 4 i 11 s ]
811 v Wi T rom 1 1y e il {1 1 niilL ©
2 I
1 & il b1 y T T A i burn f) i ¥} lacas onr
gl i - n o ' ik
1 1 arined 1 %178 N e
—— = b on Y 5 1 (L k1 ng
& 4 | F i) Py ¥ T " L L L Y
i rF L A
ey A — 4 & B 1 1 e
we @pw Preom Ll man 1 t 1 e arned o %
¥
|
= e A i ¥ : ;




=
§
. o
»
- é I -
4 ™ P " 1-1i.-.
o 3 1 1 Ve Y a1 9 il I. 2
i . _I 4 ¥ !'.' i l ‘=]
a
" 5 " -
Lye ) e T
! - -‘- e
=1 wE L AR Y ¥ A 1
1 | - &
] 3 8, ot not
’
b esd 5 vildren
- -+ . v '
. e I s [ Li & L ant to
1 e - e . "
-n- i
= o - - -
. . 1
. -
- . 3 . PR e :
. L

M A5 L ™ o ial
i i 1 I g Boey arm h
perly looteds ) ny vas emeshed to at
ieg ) it 2 hroken 2n

wells Ve

1 & ™ i
L * wF T s the h
1 o h the B
la & i
- 1T £ O +* 1 VR
141 tl at K 1"-- 3 L L w %

I0NNL0NY
% 1 s ]

12 8 wone

% = le

nr




pushed on, being desirous of reaching a place galled
luran where a post offige was marked on the map, This
however we did not reach but stopped ebout two miles short
just es dark set in. Here we got fresh egge and some

milk, & great treat, from some natives, It is a much finer
country here and HNorth than sbout Ladysmith, with plenty
of hills and fewer rocks =nd stomes snd some trees, Next
morning we got on and reasched Nuran where a native told us
that there was a post office, & store and a police station,
The Godfesring Poer however had been there. The post=-
office end nolice station had been wrecked snd looted and
the stores had been burned snd only showed four blackened
welle, Another mile or two took us to Wastbank Eiver

vhere there ie a Cosliery (?) whose bridge had been

burned by the Boers and we hed to crose by a drift and
outspenned for bully beef and bisculte on the north side,
There wae 8 very tempting farm not far off and Roberts and
I went up to forage. It had belonged to a Boer celled

de Jeeger who had eloped with his friemds, Everything

had been removed, but there vachdt the awful destruction
ge in farms not pro-Boer, We wendered around and 1 enclose
one of the letters I picked ups It was a fine house and
stesding, In one outhouse we found & pair of stays and

some ladies and childrens stockings, ©Some l2sson books




ghildrens copy bookse, two Lits of lace end a doll's pinafore

whiech I comrandeered. From thie we went on a long trek to
Just outeide Glencoe where we stopped for the nigh‘i:. It
was the firet day of the railway being open past Westbank
end we saw train after train, sometimes four,one after the
other quite close,carrying storee up to @lencoe, All

next day we steyed in the same plage but Hoberts and I
went in to @lencoe to find out orders. There is no village
only & stetion and one or two tin sheds. There ie not a
¢ivilien to be seen, The traine are sll unloacing to send
etores up to Newcestle, The stetion ie beins repaired but
is not very much to boast of yets Un our way we passed an
upturned Boer trek wagon where I got & ripplng Boer chell.
I have emptied the powder out and takem i1 om.

Yesterdasy we came on here and before we got our tents
pitehed sick sand wounded began to come in and kept on
coming logg efter it was pitch dark till nearly 10 p.m.,
202 men end 4 officers, The PyM.0, wao here this morning
and we are to remain here for a bit, he says, ur
divieion had left Deuhsuser yesterdsy morning for
Newcastle, In the station I saw the engine whigh had been
armoured with ropes, <The men call it "Hairy Mary". There

were some armoured tmucks too and the esearchlight trucke,

|
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e were informed that there wae no peet office but one
hes arrived to-deg =0 that I hope to get letters sent
off as usunl,

29 v 00
Todsy the reilway hae been opened to Hewcastle and the
firet three troins have gone away up with cupplies, Ve
heard fighting gring -n sogevhere thie morning but it
did not leet lomge This morning my servant dbrought me a
sheet of ige he had got off the water pool, I1Iwas not
surprised ac it was yery ¢old lest night but we have had
8 fine warm day to meke up for its It is very
interesting to me the treins herey JThere are few
garrinsgee sui everyone c¢lirbe into ordinary wegons
end gonsider themselves lucky Af eny trek wagons or guns
are travelling for they can get under the shade of these,
ireine stert ot eny time when the way is cleer begause
nobody trevels but escldierse,
iver yur affectionnte

Davoe




Glencoe,
Gth D ¥y lHoepltals

e vis 00

My dearest Dave,

e pere going on here with the regulsr routine
though there i2 eome word of our trekking to Ingogo when
we got rid of our eicks Most of the afternoone I have
been riding to explore the eountry, The first dey I
started to go agroee the wvelit to Ilundee which we cen see
distinctly from theedge of the platesu lying under Talone
411y I left ofter luncheon but got little nearer thon
half way on socount of the holes end dongas an. barbed
wire, It mode riding very clow and difficult, I only
Juet managed to get onito the road when it begen to get
dark, 1'11 go by the roed the next time, Another day we
rode over to & farm house a-ay t» our right to see if we
¢ould get enything to eats A8 we got nenr we paceed &
iulu with a epear end shield doing 2 solitary wor dance,

It wae very funny to watch, he looked like o lunatic

Jumpins ints sll sorte of ridiculous poeitions drandishing

hie ppeer and sh™utings Perhape he had hed eome Kaffir

beer - g filthy sour degootion made from fermented

mealies, I think, Then we went -n to the ferm and found
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it looted and empty. It is a fine farh house with a

big garden end orchard with roses and strawberries and
lote of fruit trees and chrubs but no fruit., As it was
getting dark we left withoui completing our examination
but went back earlier next day. The only thing we found
was & fine churm and & double bed, both too heavy for the
Boers to take sway.

The Army Bervice Corps have sent us 60 gattle, about

200 eheep and 125 hens, captured Boer stock. Ve get
chicken now twice a day regularly snd sometimee fresh
milk or eggs. Ome day we went to an old Boer camping
ground where we got a lot of Mauser cartridges and other
gtuff and a cloth doll which I em bringing home,
(Khannie, his deughter, played with it for years)
Yesterday Forde and I rode to another farm which semed
to have been used as & hospital from the amount of empty
bottles we found there, There was the usual desolation
and destruction, but they had evidently left imn & hurry
beesuse there were some light chairs snd a single bed
left behind, Leaving there we rode on a mile to another
farm where for the first time we found people, They were
Vvery nlce and seked us in snd gave ue horrible coffes
which we drank as if we liked it, The fermer told us
that the other farms we had visited belonged to his

S T
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brotier and hie brother-in-lsw, They had all left after

the fight et Dundee snd thiec men had vecently returned,
He wasgrunribling mach st the boere for heving burned the
veldt enc 8o destroyed the graee for the gattle for miles,
There had been an encampment of Boere near hier house snd
we ¢ould see the remoine though we dld not 7o down becouse
it e too near punset, If is elwaye aifficult to crose

the spruite unlese ‘n m docent 1ight, As we ride home
from thie direction we fece the setting sunm end the hills
ore 11t up with & parple light thot mukes them look like

the heather et home, Iut cll round us the ground is black

for the grass hae all beem burned here, For come daye we
heve heerd mo firing eo we hope thinge ere going om to
finich the war, That seems to be the general impression
and I have no doubt thnt long bafore ym get this the war
will De over, I think it likely thet if thie occurred we
would go no further @ but we do mot imow the troops’
movements though it will be necessary to repair the
rollweyes through Leeny's Nelk, If megy ere kept up here
we may be delayed o bit in getting down gountry again

1 really cen't get more written me pome ne hoo come in
and 1s eitting telkings S0 good bre just now
wer ywar loving

Deve,

e — =T 5




S5th Divielonal Field llospital,

lancoe,

s Tl, OO0

My degcrest DLove,
Yepteriay wae a day in ¢omp because in the afternoon

we ot in 40 sick from Newcastle ond the fromt line. None of

them were very bud, and as ususl I got ell the surgleal cases,

They come by ordinary trainm and, as the others had been, were

8 dirty ustidy looking lot with their uniformes in rege, Ve
had those who were unable to walk put on btulleek wagone and
taken to hoepital with thelr kita,
1% vi, 00
fince writing the sbove I have had three days lovely

wender, leaving camp esrly and teking lunchesn with me, Two

daye I rode end Forde wont with me and the third day I walked

end went alone.
direction we are alloved to go on agcount of prowling Boey
8gouts who have been &5 necr as o NMondey tc shoot a Kaffir
two miles from here, The direction we go in 1s down Glencoe
M the opposits side to where we ceme up, 1,8 on the Dundee
side of the epruit.

ihe firet day we rode over to the hill

%0 the Zast et thie end of Glencos snd wandered all over it,
Yo found plenty of evidence of recent Boer oocupation, There

were any mumber of cemping grounds ond here in one we found

Rxeept towaprds Dundee thare ie nnly one other




ghout helf a cart load of dynsmite in which we waded
knee-deep, Also any number of cartridges and the remaine
of Boer loot, i@ came across three large time and three
sacke of mauser snd mexim smmnition, As we ¢limbed to
the top of the hill a thunder etorm geme om but though
we waited it passed towarde Dundee and we wamt on, The
hill hee an immense flat top about 7 miles long and here
we knee heltered our horses and had luncheon off bully :
beef and biscults, and when our horsee had fed we climbed I
down the Glencoe side of the hill, It was no joke with
the horsgee s the hill was very cteep and stony but we
got down st laet end found & Boer emplacement for a big
gun splendidly built end in grend position to command
Glencoe and “astbank plein beyond, Here we wasted =0
mich time that we had to ecoot for the road before dark,
Next day we begen by riding at once for thie spot, and
then working our way down Glencoe finding other big gun
positions snd sny number of trenches, The Boers must
have had mach work and all for no good becsuse we game
round by lielpmekasr instead, The third dsy 1 went alone
end tried to get a couple of sketches of the place which
I will show ya when I get backs Einge then we have
done nothing, All the troops here are bivouacking on

the hill tope in anticipation of an attack which seems to



me very improbsble, Ve see the 5th Dragoons posts and
their patrole deily and the N.R,R, are close to ue
making dongas and trenches to protect themeelves,

"Heiry Mery" got up etesm and the armoured trucke come
up from "astbenk to go on t- Newcastle two deys ago but
the order has been gountermanded eo [ suppoee thhgs have
pettled down there,

The PsM, 0. csme in thie morning and =aye we are to
move to Charlestown or Standerton eo the fighting hae
evidently tvleasred Leeney's lNek,

Ae a rale we are having lovely weather though some=
times windy and at nighte very colds Last night we had
2 heavy miet just like en East Haar at home and this
morning the tent wae as tight as a drum,

Writing in the open on one'es knee does not improve
one's penmanship but I hope ym'll be able to read it,
I had a letter from Nell today, I expect yurs some day
goon, FPleape send two of the enclosed to Jo and keep
two for Khennie, they will be very valuable some day. I
alen encglose a letter I plcked up in the trenches,
Caldwell end I walked over to sce if we c¢ould buy some
butter at a farm near here belonging to an old women

¢alled Schroeder, Ghe esye she has two e-ns fighting for




ue in the Umveti Rifles but I fancy from the preservation
of her farm thst she hae pro=Boer sympathies, Ghe is
ebout 80 she says and looks ae if she had never been
washed in her 1ife, Ve got the stampe from her but no
butter, The farm house ies very dirty snd untidy looking
and the only thing we were glad of was that ehe dld not
offor us ¢offee, All round the house were mimosa and
eucalyptue trees making & merked contrast with the brown
bare veldt, All farmes are the eeme here in plen end
wherever one eees & clump of trees one knows there is a
house there. e pget eggs et 2/6 & dozen and butter costs '-!
2/= a 1b, tut we have never been lucky enough to get any. i
It will be a lurury when I get home for I have tasted
none sinece leaving, Twice a day we geot fowls which in
camp are our staple article of diet, So if you wish to
five me a treat when I return don't give me hems,
Winfield, 2 sub, in the 18t K.0,8.B, ceme in to mess
laet night, He knows Green of the 60th and wae in
Ladyemith in the slege,

That ie all my news just now, if we trek I may heve
more to give ym next time,

Bver your loving,

Deve,



(Two letters were of a private nsture end my mother did
not keecp them ae she did most of those :ﬁ.:i-' father wrote
to her sn. which were circulated to the 'family"')

5th Divieional iield Hospital,
Volkrust,
Transvaal,
2. vii, 00
My deerest Dove,

1 em afreid you found my last two letters a DLIit
shorter themn ueusl but I will have more to tell yu this
time, and I write now in case I don't get time agaim for
8 day or two, end before 1 forget the order of evente,
The 28th wae ¢ fine morning end we got carts packed - or |
rather the packing finished - Jjurt Bt "dsylight andl then |
breskfasted, Thie sounde early, but es it ies midwinter
here light only begine sbout 7 o' clock, 5o we got off
about 9, a lovely warm sunny day, end marched over the
reilway end up the hill where the l.HsRs have thelr camp
end entrenghments, From there, as far as the eye could
see the whole veldt had been burned end was a blackened
stretch towards the Urakensberg, Ve marched on through
this for some miles and then helted for luncheon, I am
afraid the 6 oxen found little to eat ond nothing to dri
end the men all erowded under the cabte to get out of the |

sun, Juet efter we croesed the railwey at Hotilng Soruit,)



but the epruit wae dry, Here some ruined and burned
houses shoedd where the Boers had been for loot., All
afternoon we merched on on & good road but very dusty,

Just like the soft part of the ses shore, the horses
einking up to their fetlocks at every step snd on either
6lde burned grass, Close on sundowm the ¢onductor ceme to
us and told us thet the boye informed him that there was no
grass unburned et Damsheuser and no water, and as we had
reached a patch not burned beside & spruit we outspanned
there for the night. Tents were pitched for the men end
very luckily too because when my servent called me in the
morning there was I of an inch of ige on the water pails,
%ie had a tub end breskfast end were off before 9, Ve found
we had camped c¢lose to a hill occupied by the Devone and
artillery and their dongaes lined the skyline sll round the
hill, The Boers had "nee held this end we noticed that on
the elde facing the hill here and there 211 round the ant
hills were painted white o ae %o let the enemy know the
verioue renges for they are mostly poor shote at long range.
A mile or so further -n we reached Demshsuser where the
houses and some half dozen corrugated iron stores were
being rebuilt, They had evidently been all levelled, end

half the etetiommaster's house was obviously new. It is




the only stone buillding except the ststion, All the kopjes
had @orges om tiem end the railway wae entrenched and
protegted with dongme =1l sbout the stetion ond a fine stone
protection built in the etatiommaster's gerden, We halted
here for & little to let the oxwagons get up end then onm
again through the same burned veldt snd the seme duet to
luncheon et s dried up spruit which muet be a 30 foot deep
river in the reins, Then sll afternoon we merched till sun=-
down when we were quite close to Ingagane, Here we again
came in touch with military activity for there wae 8 guard
on the water and we were warned not to leave cemp in case we
were shot by mounted patrole, We could see there were many
troope near but it was derk before the tente were up and we
sat at the cook house fire till we could get under shelter
from the ¢old wind, FNext morning, 30th, we started as
usuel eb-ut 9 end rounded the hill where we ceme upon any
mumber of cempe, lst Royale, 18th Husears, Artillery, etc.
and down the river where the Boere had effectively wrecked
the reilway bridge, The railwey wae however carried round
on & temporary bridge which will lest till the rain sets in,
Then we c¢ontimied on to Heweastle through dust and burned
grass t1l) sbout 4 o' clock, when we got in, The few

farms we passed had all been looted and some burned, end




the nearer we got amonget the troops the more dead horses
we found "m the roed, Ve got intc NHewgastle about 4 and
camped on the south slde ¢lose to Ho. & Stationary lioepital,
The town looked nice with ite trees and the high Drekensberg
hille in the distance though they too were all blesck from
fires That night 4t reined like blases and we heard sbout
the fighting that had been a fow miles out end @0 to bed =
dempe Next morning wae lovelys - The veldt emelt of rein
though there wae gyo grese end the treee in Newcastile looked
g0 fresh snd the red hougoe and corrugeted roofes end white
tents were very picturesque, The night patrols passed
eoming in to breskfasts MNoet mounted, but & good meny
Gordoms with their khaki flape and ell looking & if they
had been roughing its Their quarters were ¢l 'se to us and
80on their fires were going and the men stripped t- the
btuff were washing off the night'e discomfort, I get a
gketch of Newcaetle from our tente and then walked down
through the town with Black, We got orders to entrain by
2 pemy which peemed en impoeeibility but we had to try.
Our orders were to go "n to Standerton end send our wagone
by roed, It waes & hard daye work for the men but we
managed 1t by 5 ﬁ' clogky A whole train full, Then we
were told we eould not get 'n till 6,40 and we had dinner
ot the Station, lMeavenal what a 1ot I ate, The change to




fresh vegetebles, matton, curry end rice and eo on was
lovely, Then came s message we ¢ould not get on till
midnight end ms 1t was then pltch dark we got the men into
the train and went at hed tea, Agein what a feed! About
10 o'clock we got e1l resdy snd we hed two eecond classes
for the six officers, candles for ight, our kit in beside
us and every prospect of a poor night, The statiommseter
sald we would get to Volkrust early in the morning, so we
arrenged oureelves as best we could sand we started sbout
10, went on for 2 mile and then were shunted into a siding
where the searchlight trsin was working and searching the
veldt all round t> prevent attack ss the Boers were known
o be quite close, end here we gueyed t1ll 3 e,ms Vhen I
woke again it was e8ix o' clock and we were up at Mount
Proepect station well un the Drekensberg, It was & fine
glght to eee the sun rise over the blackened hille, Every
now end then we ecsme on pickets guarding the line and
hearly ell the culverts haod been destroyed so we crawled
on ebout € miles en hour up to the Leings Nek tunnel where
there vas 2 etrong guerd end which the Boers had made a
Very poor attempt to destroy, Through there we crept on

to Cherlestown, the last town in Natel, The houses were
left here, but all looted snd waeted and pulled sbout, the
station itself showing plenty of tresces of who had been

there, None of the inhsbitants had returned, only a few




railway men and the plage was very cold in the early
morning and very deserted, Cloes behind us now rose lajuba
on the left with Mt, Prospect on the left again and on the
right Pogwona where the fighting had been lately and where
the Boere had a blg gun.

After a 1ittle wait we moved on into the Transvaal end
drew up at Volksrueb, What a difference; The station
larger, well built end perfect, not s pene of glase broken.
On the left s row of howes with iron roofs some painted red
and built of stone, The gerdens with white pallings,

3s vii. OO

To be continued dn our next as we ere off on an hour's

notice to 8tanderton,
Love to all,
Ever your loving

Dave,

5th Divieionsl Field Hospital,
Etenderton,
Tranevaal,

9, vii, 00

My dearest Dove,
I left off my last letter rather hurriedly just as

I had got to our errival at Volkerust, Vell after our




disgomfort and cold in the trein it was an immense treat
to go into & proper refreshment room and have & real gEood
breskfast - curry and rice =nd all sorts ofthings,
though of course all except the fruit, vegetsbles and
trek ox were tinned. The fruit snd vegetablee come up
daily from Durban! The station here is s splendidly
built stone one on continental principles with a large
HEEREN at one end, We were told we would probably go on
at noon, 80 we sat sbout and watched Pogwana, Majubo and
Mt. Prospect (where Colby's grave is) all day im a dull
and very cold condition, All the wagons are marked

ZeAs S My now except the N.GsR. from Natals At noon we
were told we would get off ebout 4 probably as the Boers
had ¢ut the line at Zsudspruit and there had been some
fighting snd the line was nearly repasired. Later on
Heiry Mary ceme in with the working party. The only
interest was to watch the soldiers making trenches at the
station to repel attacks, It did not look like Sunday,
Well four o' clock ceme and at five 1t began to get dark
80 we knew we wers fixed for another night in the train
a8 the line is not open after dark, We 1lit our caﬂdlen
because there were no lamps for the carriages and read
and smoked, No water was obtainable and we had not

washed since Baturday morning early. Whatever the Boer




may bo he is a dirty deset and however fine the stations

ere there ies no provieion for water, The sanitary
eonditions also are moet primitive and before night the
HEEREN was flooded over on to the pletform, Phiech)
tiell, =fter dinner we turned into our cerrisgee sgain
end went to sleep mesured we wvere to stert et deylight,
EBefore deylight, however, - hefore 6 on Ménday morning
the Reilway Staff Offiger ¢ome to ue with o telegrem to
eay thet on mecount of the necessity for stores et the
front no trensport was to go by traln end ee we had our
water corte, mules, oxen, our wagons loaded, and ponies,
we had to turn out in the ¢old end stemp sbout till the !
refresiment room opened at 8, Gn2d breskfast again,

‘asker oats and timned milk, tiuned saussges, tinned liver
and bagon, ¢urry and rice and tea and Keillere jem, Then
another loaf sbout t1ll afternooan wien news ceme %0 unload
and pitch tents for officers and men $11l further orders, i |
By dark we got into our tents and had dinmer and to bed,
Rext morning, Tuesdsy =

det item - wild beast hunt, 1 got 12 brege on
my cholers belt end shirt,

End item - an almighty wash in well iged water
and & sheve and clean under¢lothings




Preskfast snd all elee were deteils, How we saw vhere we

were, In the Mapket Smuare in Volksoruet, All round were
the houses with tin roofe end such a lot of troops, A
sentry over the water supply &9 prevent waste showed how

we velued the weter, BEverywhere werc tents, orderliee
riding here and there ond convoye well guarded starting and
erriving, /n animated scene but beastly cold end windy and
dustys 1 weae very anxious to get a sketch of Majobe etc,
tut I oould nmot faee the cold end the wind, one's fingors
got so etiff, eso I wrote to yma instead, Whet with the
knogking nhmﬂighe the want of sleep I put yur letter on
the wrong day eo you mast put ell our movements a dsy

backs Next day after e freeszing night it wes bright end

gunny but too cold snd windy to sit out, Then at B o!

¢look we got the opier to have sll our things packed in
the trein By © pem end we had o yush for 1%, Onmy way ||
dowr to the trein I posted your letter. In the post u:l‘finul .
is written up by & Boer "Po Tommy - Ve are to let you

heve thir poet office for & little as we have used so

many of yours, but we will be back," A funny thing
heppared when I poeted the letter, The postmaster
(m1itsry of course) wae & non-commiseioned officer,

He took the letter ond said, "Excuse me, 5ir, but could




you tell me what day this 1ie? A psl snd I have a bet on
and we know the date tmt not the day," Faney in a P.O, !
Yell we dined again st the statiom and turned in to our
garriage - a first class this time end clesmer and more
amfﬁrt'ahla. Ye shook the seat cushions end the floor mat
and went to eleeps It was thundering eolds, We started
hext day ebout 3 a,m. snd hed tinned breakfast, bully beef
end biscuite and a 1ittle tee most of which we lost by the
avful bumpling and shaking of the train. Our ponles eto
follow by road as mcon as an armed convoy can be provided,
sverywhere now we saw the interminsble veldt with no high
hills and all along the line pilckets and matpoete snd
¢amps, Every bridge is guarded eand entrenched end we
flung our old newspapers to the men as we passed, The
distence 1s sbout 30 miles I believe and we 4id thet in
12 hours, Good golng? At the first staetion slong,
Zandspruit, we werestipped a long time end sew the Boer
lines in the distance asnd our pickets moving sbout snd the
esvalry going out to reconnoitre. Then on to Paardskop
where we were mgein stuck but got -ur tea snd bully and
biecuits in pesce, Then as we nesred Etanderton derkness
¢éme on end we dined during a hslt off bully, biscuit and
tee and jem, Mejor 3lack we left behind at Volksrust with

a8 sprained knee and Major Poole ceme on with uss I am the




anly one left of thoee wio wore with the nospltel at

“gdyemith except the quertermaster, It was not nice
eleeping five in a carrisge but we put inm e very cold
nigiht et Stendertan on the south eide of the brddge which
the Boers heve blown upe Jexi morning was very rew
¢old wet and miety ema we were sauated sbout Trom 4 i1l
10, Ve had to tern out et Gu50 but were allowed to go
beck ebout P a@ our carriege wae not wsotedy 0 we had
breckfast, Ly thie time we were szein very dirty and
unsheven you mey be sures It ¢lesrod up later on ond
broke >ut fine end weim snd we gol orders sbout 2 where
%o g3, Uhinge were unlosded, ui in corts ond teken
eorogss the Veal an & roew Lridge oelled "Krugers Brug"
whlch hed not been destroyeds ¢ had € to 7 miles to go
to our camp snd though we culy pitched tents for the men
nd oureelves wo dic mot get dlnner till peerly 9 « tully ||
bipcuite, tes and jem ac ususl, Ve could not get & wesh
yet es we had no weter certe but thet wae remedied early
next morning when we hed the luxury of a chove and wesh =
not before it was wanted, snd ouly ume grecper = the
lest oty

Fridey wae & Iine worm dsy =fier a freezing night

fnd we luzuristed in the sun. Ve got our permanent




camping ground end all our tents pitched, 100 of them for
petients, Ye hear thet 'n account of some bresk dowm on
the other side we are to get the sick snd wounded from
Pretorie way and Poole hae gilven me all the surgical tents
88 Blaeck 4did, We are to get some large F,As tenta too

and beds and bedding so the patients should be comfortable.
We are a bit short of grub here but that will improve as
ratione ¢ome from the base, We are lying near the 2nd
tneens and e yme Artillery but the camp is a very large

one of ell arms snd very busy., We got in 25 enterics
today but they don't come to me,

Yesterdsy, Ssturday, was a fine warm day bul this 1B &8
wonderfil plece for changes of temperature, There is
generglly 80 degrees varistion delly = sbont 20 degrees
during the night and 100 degrees in the tent during the day.
0Of eourse every morning the water in our tents is Trozen
sbout en inch thivk and we heve to wash in this, ice and
all, It is such & funny sensstion pouring the water with
1PBRE a3fe £8% oiR ohl'eCYPBng? e RSEothanty ariea auring
the day it is like a stone in the morning. As we lle here
we overlook the town, It is the third largest in the
Yesterday

Trensvaal. I will sketch it for you one day.




efternoon I went down to the Vaal snd eketched the blowm
up bridge. It wae lovely end warms At night one creepe
into one's sac blanket, and- covers oneself with omes
other hlenket, omee great coat, gcape, spare jncket, snd
all clothing ome wears during the day and above all a
doubled waterproof sheet, I wear also pyjemas, a swenter,
8 Balacleve cap and bed sncks, 80 that I am fairly warm,.
The only discomfort I feel is that the breath condenses on
my moustache end runs down in a litile etream on to ny
pillow end the point of my nose gete most horribly cold,

I often have to wake and rub it,

Neer here ie en ammunition supply columne under Major
Findlay with whom I was onge on the march for eight months
in Indie but I have not hed time to ¢all on him yet,

I think that ie all my news just now but will leave
it open snother day yet, ,

9, vii, 00 i

There 18 no more newe to add todsy except that the
railway beyond hse been all broken up last night again,.

A men who ceme in today to me seys they were on outpost
duty last night sbout 4 miles from here, They sre there
¢loee to about 70 Boers who are supported by & commendo of

300, They enipe each other when they get the chance.




Leet night they were riding after some Boers snd hie horee

put 1te foot in & hole end he broke his arm, Later on they

eame to a Boer outpoet who opened fire and shot the
eergeant deed but hit no ome else, This sort of thing
fgoes on gonstantly,. e expect more fighting here,

Ever your loving,

Dave,
Bth Ds V. H,
Standerton,
Trenevansl,
11, vii, 00

My dearest Dove,

After sending off ywur last letter Forde and I walked
through the town of Standerton, It 1 ddfricult to deseribe
the plece, 1t 1s so different from home toms, It coverse o
g99: blg area but is very straggling with graee grown veldt
everywhere close up to the houce gardens, There is & main
etreet very vide end gracs growm snd very rouvh, being just
ordinary veldt not in eny way made into a road except by uee
énd wont and by being bounded -n either eide by houses,

Noet of the shops are general stores apparently but the
Whole plece is much deserted though nothing seems to have

been wrecked 1ike the towme in Natal, Roberte' proclamation




is neiled outeide the Provost Marshel's office as sleo &
notice thet sll inhebitantes maet give up their revolvers
and no one is to be in possession of loot, There ie a
emell Boer Hoepitel here with some wounded Boers in it who
are looked after by our men, We ¢ame home by the new rail-
way bridge which the sappers heve made over the Vasl in
plege of one which hes been blown ups They took only a
week to make it nlong with & long diversiosn of the railway,
As we ceme up we saw some wagone stending onm the line, empty,
near our gamp, IO the middle of the night we heard
explogione, se we thought, and fancled there was fighting
¢loser then nsual but in the morning we found some BEoer
sympathisers hed started these wagons end thet they had
rushed down the new line and that eight of them had erashed
over the bridge tearing up the raile and making a proper
mess, This we went to see later on, Vhen we got there it
had been decided to leave the wagons aes useless and in
¢onsequence the men had gone for them with axes and picks
and in sn hour only the iron work wae lefts This may seem
destructive to you but we ere all very hard up for firewcod
here, there being no trees except in the gardens at the
etation end the men currie;fgvery gtick they could for their
"wn gookhouses, It took 24 hours to repair the line but

traines got over yeeterdsy with mich needed stores, The




The night before lact the wires were cut between us nnd
Volkerust and the nearest farm house in consequence was
bumed, Thie is the 8th burned for the smme corime between
here and Sandepruit, Between ue and Pretoria the line hos
egein been badly emashed up, OClose to our camp in = low
stony kopje is a tombotone "Epected to the brave Englishme
who died in the defence of Standerton 1880-81" and then
follow the nemes, 1 did mot know we hnd been besciged
here before, The other day it was in general orders that
the flag which had been hoigkd et the Town liell wae the
identigel flag pulled down in 1881 when Standerton was
evacuated by the British, Close to us yestordey we found
engamped & small Neval detachment with two 12 pounder nava
guns, On the hill behind us - GStanderton Kep =~ orFe
four 4,7 muns 89 we have a ood show of Jacke here, Ve
got in 50 more sick of whom I got all the surgicel cases
so all my tente are fulls
13, vii, 00

Leet night we had our P,M.0. Col, Allin to dinner, Hie
Seeretary, Major Bateson,was aleo ssked but e¢ould not come
a8 he hed astime, I enclose y>u the mem, Ve got tumblere
glesses and pletes for the occasiom, ell of which will be
emaghed whenever we trek, Forde and I laid the teble and
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we had ebout 2 dozen cendles for warmth rather than 1ight.
I don't know where the eatebles ¢ame from but I made the
cheese pacte and it was the only thing Allin ssked about,
He acked for more, said 8% was eplendid and asked where we
bought 4ty He ie & big tall handsome men with any emount
of medals, He is good company and talked a great deal, It
wee a very jolly evening end this morning he told Black he
had not hac such & dinner since the campaign began, Black
ceme back yesterday sc Poole returns to Volksrust. Our
traneport and horses arrived on Monday without any accident.

The railway has been brokaclose to ue between here and
Greylingetadt and Allin saye there will be a good deal of
fighting yet and we will move about the end of the month
to Midalesburgs That ie his idea juet now but thinge may
of gourse shape differently,

14, wvii, 00

Yesterday we received orders to prepare to evacuste our
sigk today and eo we had e busy day getting all our papers
etes ready, The Princese Christian Hospital train ceme in
in the afternoon and Black, Forde end I went down to see it.
It ie really a splendid train about 4 « 5 carrisges all
e¢onnected so thet one can walk right through from end to
éndy, There ere no seate end the beds ere arranged in 3
tiers, 22 in each carriege lying slong the train, not erose-
ways, At the rear end ie a kitchen like omn board a yacht
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end at the front end a surgery and dispensery.
now in charge of a Dr Lowe since Forrester dled snu there
ere two Army Nurses on boerds In esch carriage ie a

sgove, a gasogene, filtered water, wash-hend basin and
lavatory, It is a perfect ambulence train, Vell this
morning we were up by 5,30 s,ms and mighty cold 1t was

too, The men had breskfast et 6 and ell who were %o go
were got ready, The besrer company of the Znd Brigade

Field Hoepital (Major Rickete) sent over 6 smbulance

wagone into which the bad ceses were carried, The
remainder were carried by hend and we were off to the
stati-n just as the sum begsn to show over Standerton,

When we got to the station the bede from the train were
leid in e long row on the platform end the etretchers ut
elong side end then each petient lifted from the etretcher
to the bed end then the bed put in its plage, We put in

I think 117 patiente and (that) has left me with only

6 ceeee pnd 8 netives, I do not know why we are being
emptied in this way but rumour says there is to be fight= |
ing, but of course nshody knows, Almost every night we |
hear firing not fer awey but it does not disturb us, To= |
day at luncheon we saw three Boer womsn pass in charge of
Tommy with fixed bayomet, It looked eo funny., The women

had on big white Dutch cepss They are the first informers




of what we are doing ond they hate ue like the devil,
Today hee been a day of intolerable wind end dust, Ve
expect every now and them to have -ur tents blown dovm,
Our food is reduced egain to bully beef because the Tipe
ean't be got to gook anything in the wind, Once the sparks
Llown out of the fire set 'the veldt on.fire apd we had a
nice little excitement getting it out. It spreads ebout
8n scre in 4 minutee in thie wind end one hae to run to
keep up with the epreading edge of the fire. We saw the
Navel Brigede have a similar experience and also the gunners
It looks like Hades to see the natives and men rushing into
emoke end laying about them with empty sacks =

The Army Service Corps mem who supplies ue has had the
misfortune to set jeundice, It has turned out = bleseing to
us for we have been able to complein sbout the tea end
bread through Forde who 18 ettending to him, with the result
thet we have had both changed much for the better, The tea
Ve got was Natel tee, It wee owful end produced s kind of
dirty water so thet we all chenged for coffee which is
mostly chicory and has wonderful sbdominsl results, The
bread we got firet waes like sodden oske a week old and we
ell changed unanimously to biscuf again but now we cen eat
the new bread though I em afraid the home people would not
Tage up to 1it,
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Yesterday wo had n message from Oreylingetadt to pre=
pare for 64 oick and wounded but they did not come in ti11
lates They ell went off agein this morning dowmn ountry at
0 ety except ome Bosuto fgout, Our hospitel 48 egain empty
eserpt for three nigoere whom I retein - o Basute, a Xeffir
and @ "alu, Today Shere were some reces got up for the men
end I rode over after lunchesn end spent the afternoon thers,
It wvas great fun, end not the leset interesting pert wee to
see the number of different regimente, regulsy snd irregulap,
Buller wao there with hie Giief of Btaff and looked well,
lie weare no ribbane but othervise is very like his plctures, i
It 49 Dot worth while otartins suother cheet, i

Bver ymr loving, :
Drve, |

EiN Divisional Field lisepit
Standerton, e
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ly deerest Dowve,

1 finished ywur letter yesterday saying the
hospital wae empty end we spent the aftemson at the sports,
“he best fun there was the boxing, It went oo sll She time




ond was Tirst rate, Being munted I had o good view, 1
sow same of the eolmnisle staniing end some kneeling on
their ssddles t9 poe aver the orowd, end Buller himselfl
spont quite o time looking me After dimner I turned in
sbout 10 to read the papere ym sent me and sbout 11 1
thought I heard the rettle of snbulsnces and the trot of
s pony in sur 1ines, I heard sur ‘martermacter shout -t
"Is thet yw Fuseell” (of the 2nd Brigede Besrer Compeny)
and the snower "Yes,” ™hat's upf" "Some wounded from
Veel®" end in five minutes I was in my Deote and what
else I ¢ould weor on top of ny pyjemas and was off dowa the
lines, Imgept for the guard I was the Tiret Sheres 4Lhere
vere wly O £or mo end 5 medicelss I had an hoar getiing
them mat sll right end fed end then bagk t2 bed pleaced
to hove swme new cases 195 see %o, Todsy hae been very
windy agein the beet plece beins in -ur flapping tent and
I have written to lislleys
90, viti, 00

nm the sftermoon of the 16%h I g9 in some more
wounded and snother today, In the evening of 18th Forde
and 1 went to dine with Cols Allin, the P li.0s  Oeptain
Jeanings of 2nd Brigade Field liospitel snd a ¢olondal
galled Lenser were thepe, Uolonel Allin lives in a house
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w”iﬂumwnhﬁmm#ﬂﬂﬂl
fire snd eitting on a sofs before we went into dinner,
The tsble nojkine were obviously bite torn off sheote
end of @ourse unhemmed, fihe tumblers were marked "Royal
fotel Volkerust” and the Chertreuse was drunk cut of egg-
cupe, We had soup, not up to much « evidently mostly
Bovril, Then tinned solmome Them the pléce de resistance
= porle, Fresh pork emedted ur envy and curlositys Allin
told ue thot the other day he got up early and looked out
and saw two pige ecleep in his gorden oo he sent wut hie
servente ond hes had fresh pork ever since, Mashed
prtotnes and t-matoes and cpple souge made of tinned
epples made the pork go d»umn fines Then we had tinned
apples end custord and then goffes, Shisky end sods e
e drink, Port and green chartrouse which I did not touchs
e gome home in o pitoh derk night, though mild end wemm,
mmgmtmmmm'm'mmu'm'
when chollenged by the verime eeotriee end pleicete,
Todey one yeeterdsy marninge have been thick end '
misty t111 nesrly 11 but after that lovely wecther, ‘
Yeoterday I went a ride round Standerton Xop in the after~ | |
noone it wae lovely end I had o glorious gallop over the |
veldt which hae hemdly eny hille for milee end miles, l




Unfortunetely mme gaanot go more them 4 miles or ®o in
ony direction without getting enipeds IEvery night too
there has been irregular firing going on all about and
one morning we wakened to the tap tap tap of the pom pome
near Standerton XKop way., Yesterday I got ywur letter of
April Spd, Meny thonke for i8] Todey I got ome of June
20th whioch wae quite ae pleasant end I em delighted ymu
heve had such & good time et Bervie, I was g9 interested
too sbout Baldovens I wish I hed been there, Don't let
them forget me,
24, vile 00

when I tell you thet we had snother dinner on Sunday
night enterteining ae our gueste Major Eicketts, Lt,
Houghton end Ruesell of the Snd Erigsde Beorer Company
end & youns lad Magkinnon who is attached %o the Supply
eolum; when I tell you thie you will think we are
doing 1dttle but entertaining, I heve not got the memu
but the pléce de resistenge with us was o turkey which our
quertermester had roused somehow, The other thinge
eéxgont the trek ox were tinned and we had some difficulty
in getting potstnes vhich we had mot seen for some deys,
We made the trek ox into Irish stew In onder to meke 1t
properly tender it was gteved from 2 11l 7 end wae felirly




cetoble thems 1 think however thot everybady wae mope
conoerned that it should be hot than that 4t should be
tender for it ie cold in the mees tent st night, The
turicey, wonderful to say, wee exgeedingly good end everye
one enjoyed it very muche One resson we were sble to do
the cookting better wer that we got permipeion $o commendeer
lkihhnrmmnnhmmmmnm-tp
beiind two blankets om poles, When the bullock cert went
mmmmmmmumﬂm:m
for two deye when it suddenly disoppesred, Probebly some
me oo the 5taff heerd of 1tec being taken and ordered ite
Hhmhtnﬁﬁ:mﬂﬂtmlhmtmm

For two nights end daye there hae been & uge veldt
fire in the direction of Greylingetedt though mot necrly
eo for awey of courss, “he fivet night 1t was very fine
end the h-uses stood out againet the red gleve se if the
fire was cloee to thom, That was sbout bed time end
fuddenly ome of our cocke sev it and I suppose thought it
wae dewn end begen to orows Amother cock answered snd in a
fnulmtnltmullfm:nmmm
buiuﬂuh,thuﬂthﬁlll“lﬂﬂwlihihlm&
tmammuhmmmmmnlmmnml
fervellous chorus $111 I fell ccleeps




The day before yesterday was very windy and et nigit
we hed rein but not bads, Yesterday wae better and today
lovely though the ground was oll white with hosr fyost for
en hwe after the sun rose,

We are pgain beginning to empty the hospivel end 16 men
g9 dowm tomarrow, Amonget my lot I hawve three from /Aberdeen
and one who hae been out here 20 years who saye he comes
from & ferm in the Jorgh of Scotland in Forfershivel

liow 1 heve no mope news Just now oo will say ou revolir,
ver yowur loving,

Dave,

G%h Divisismal Field Luly
£ lioepl
Irunaveal,
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iy dearest Love,
I con't imow A7 thie 18 the 36th or 27th <« enymy
it 10 seld to be Thursday, Tuesdey wae » fine warm end
sunny day end in the afterncen Forde snd I went over to the
nd brigede Pield Hoepitel to afternoon tea end to meet the
Hev, MacOormagk end his three desughters, He saye he hee ten
of them] He 4o an old mon with a long white beerd end is
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inglish Padre here an aloo to sur hospitels Jennings and
Leske of the Snd B.Gs.Hs ond Forde took charge of the girle
end Mejor Bugchansn snd I took the old man, The Rev, Drake =
Arvmy Chaplsin - also put in an sppearance but went off
efter ten, The Pedre heoe Deen 10 months in Otanderton snd
wae vory enterteining in his storiee ebout the Doare, Ie
hee been in South Africa 356 years snu knowe what he i@
talking sbout, After tea we walked slowly up to the top of
tanderton Xop, We saw one of the 5 inch gune there snd I
got ome of the gunners %0 opon the bresch and explain sbout
the arrengement, 7The gun has an effegtive renge of 10,800
yards, Standerton Kop like ell the hills sbout here is
quite flat on top and the view from it ir very fine over the
trown veldt, /e we went up we sow Oeneral Buller coming
down with two of hie Staff, It war neerly dark when we
29t bagk to gamp here,

otaff curgesn ighee who wee here with the navel 12
pounders told ue two weeks ago thet the minimum thermometer
in his tent one night registered 20 degrees of frost, That
will give you en idea of how ¢old it was them Put 1t is not
nearly o bed now, Yesterdsy emd todey however heve been
bed daye, ¢old end eloudy and very windy, the wind blowing
89 thet we have to keep our tente shut up nll day end we
1ive in & sort of permanent glooms, At intervele we go mut



and walk up and down Lo warm our feet but otherwise we
have spent 48 hours in the teats, At nighte 4t hae rained
ond bees stomy e bit, Yesterday just after dark we got
in 35 but only 6 for mes Ve hear that there hae been
severe fighting et “lesirend yesterday, 40 casuslties on
our side, tut unfortunstely they heve o field hospital
there so none come our ways

1 got ywr note seying you had written to me through
ir Rennles Poor Ur Heanie, he haes no ides where I am but
1 have no doubt he will forwerd the letter to Glencoe,
29. vii, 00

In my last letter I meant to tell ym sbout ywung
Hogkinnon who was dining with ue one night, His history
might interest Jim, This ywmth belonge to Edinburch end
has a brother an offiger in /riillery, st present serving
in Indina, e was going o be an enginecr snd was an
aporentice st Remage and Ferguseon's a4 Leith but o short
time of getting up at 6 aums and of evening clesses in
8ddition was enough for him end after the ususl row at
home he enlisted in the Sth Lancers snd after 6 months et
home was sent out to South Afries to j-in hie regiment,
"ith this he served thyee yeors and rose to the rank of i
Corporal vhen the war broke out, At Elandslang®d he




managed to ride back %o pick up & wunded man and brought
him out of eotion on hie horses For thies he got the V.0
ond his commiseion, Letely he has been attached to the
eupply perk emd there we met him,

%@ have been bad here with lung sickneee smong the
cottle and the other day we had oure inseulsted for i,
We had lost two previously, In consequence »f this many
of the enttle bave been replaced by males which 1e & wmuch
more repid treneport but the mules don't cerry oo much
woights ZXaoh mule wagon hes ten mulee in plage of sixteen
ozen in an ox wagon,

Thinge have been going elowly since I wrote last but
there are signe of move setivity, Ve hesr for instance
thum-':wmmunmm
from Greylingstedt and that Roberts ic near Middelburg,
Mmmmunnnwnmmﬂmimmﬂ
ot kpomdrel - eight miles from here towards Volkerust,
“his morning cbout 4 esms I wee wakenod by the ‘reillery
beside ue moving thelr guns snd some nolses in the 8 AL, i,
Carp, Vhen I got up they were all off on a Peconneiscance,
They are expected beck tonighSs, I hape they get rome
ﬂmluhtuhunwtmnmmmmmn
a distancao,
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The regdhnaisapce in foree returned in the evening
havins esptured the Boere' blanikets, stores etos, Mly mne
man hit and thet slightly. In the fighting et Kramdred om
fatarday we lost 4 idlled emd 71 woundad and e usual the
Boere were driven back everyvhere snd well shelled, Thie
mornine early the traone hepe Legan to move and by breakfast
time most had marched, %e e¢ould see the long dlagk line of
men and wagone sway over the veldt. They say they are o
Vryheld end Utrecht way, to go for the Doers wandering there,
"hen the 0, /:lefs left this morning they sent us nll their
sick « 18, end only 8 surgicoal, Amonget the medicsls I
heard the name of Corporsl Storrer called out and I hunted
up and found him to be the son of My Storrer in "hitehall
BMreet, Mr Utorrer wrote to me sbmt him when I was lesving.
1 think he ceme sut a0 sccount of hie lunge and was in
Johamnesburg, I thihk, when wer begen, [e 1looks rather thin |
now and ae 1 he wild be better of o reest and plenty to
est vidch I have no doubt thet he will get vhen he goes
dom countey tamrrow,

Leet night Major Dacheanen, Captain Jeaninge snd thelr
meartemacter Mr Spakmen dined with us thus oompleting our
#50is)l entertoinments, ™uchanan ies a morth 9 Ireland men,
married, fetter then I am, snd very emising, 0Of owuree they




were &ll ewey before tens They tola us that in theiy field
hospital (which is much emeller than ours) they dine at
6:30 end tuwrn in at 6] Jenninge is also very nice - &

teetotaler end doeen't emoke, After being et the post office

yeetardsy afterncon 1 met him and we had a long ride sbout
end I rode home with lhim to his hospitel and them had a fine

trot and canter round Standerton Kopy 41l the grass from the |

bese sway to the north has been burmed end in plages wae
still smoking and the lovely veldt 1 told yw sbout wae one
huge cheet of black as far as the eye could reachs The
mitposte seemed much nearsy and thie probebly pregoeded to=
deys departure of troops end 1 hear that now we ere not
ellowed on the other side of the fop ot ells, Another new
order 1s that sll the women in the plage are confined to
thelr houses = 1 suppose %o prevent them gommunizating
with the fighting Boersy There are not very meny but the
gonfinement mmet be & bit trying sfter o while,

Today 1es very windy cgein and we are in clouds of dust,
Thet eeems to bo th» way out here, two or three deys wind,
#ams showers, snd then & few daye lovely westhery, That ieo
of eouree at thie sescson for later on the westher gets
better until it vaine properly towsrds the end of the yeaw,
Now I think thet ie all my newe juet now though it feels
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1ike » warte of good materisl to leave me eide nearly
blenk, 1 suppose ywm will get this ot Godipde so remember
me %0 Aldge snd Jim Simpoon, Love Vo EKhannde,
iver.gwar loving,
bave,

Sth Divieional Pield Moepital,
Ctenderton,
Trenewnal,
G vii, 00
iy dearast Dove,

For the first time since I left I hove got & tsble to
vrite omy It was ame we commondecred by permiseion in
Stenderton and hove put in the mess, It will meke a difference
in the legibility of my wreiting, 1 think 1% was laet vedness
day I posted your letter on, ond thie is 'onday, Vell after
I posted your letter I womt down to the station for sometning
fad heard thet the Devone were coming im from Vetervel, I
mtutnmtmmumu--m They were nll es
ufusl in open trucks and ny word Shey were dirty, Some of
them looked like niggers they were oo messed with earth, It
wes laughebles A detaclment of ‘sppers end some Saet Surrey
89% out and I was watohing them when Col, Goguen, Be’eMsCe
come up to me and said he wae sending "wer s badly wounded man
L9 the hoepital 89 I hooked it at ange to prepare to regeive



I gould see the bdearere bringing him along and could
hear him too for thet metter, but took @ short cut end

got here firet, le is such e niee boy, omic of Stratheona's

Hores end very badly shot in the thigh with en explosive
bullet, That kept me Duey until after dark, It would maice
your halr steand up to hear his story but I am not to write
horrors in any of my letters, HNost of the next day 1
gpent in meking e eplint for him end got the irom work
down st the engine shed at the station, Hearly all the
FeOsRs are Scote end I got on well vhen I go there, I
think I told you that I hed s Corporal Barr of Thomney-
eroft'e Mounted Infentry in, He wae shot with a powepom
in the leg - Botherl 1 seem fated to write "shop' to=
dey. Vell, he is g native of Aberdeen and knows all Dece
side woll end cister lewson's® father, besices some people
in Dundees e 4o em accountant in Pretoria when not
uuluinm.gﬁmitnamyniumm He i## a great friend
of young Friedlander's vho 12 also in the T,M. 1.
Friedlander however out here goes by the neme of Frecland,
I suppose to hdde hie origin, Freeland hae had a touch
of dyeentry end hoe beenis hoepital down at Mooi River
but was to return to hie regiment leet week, Barr saye
he % such & nige ®llow and gete n well and that his pay

[
My Fether's "Female Wopd® Sister in Dundee Roysl
Infirmary,

i
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in peece is ebout £50 e month and thet whe®e he lives it
only coete him £10 a monthy

Corporal Storrar of the 6. /.lells was only here
over night Tmt I went down after mess end hed & long talk
with hims He ie a stockbraoker in Johannesburg and knowe
Dy Mackie "hyte's brother well, “torrar bought mules in
Trenevesl Tr us jJust before Uer broke out end in con-
remence was put in prison end ¢ondemned to be ehot, e
sprealed to Fpretoria and was tried agein snd the eapital
sentence wae commited and later he was taken to the
border and turned adrifts He made hnis way to Delagoe Bay
ond emme dowm to Cepe Town im the same boat es Vhyte's
brother, There, nfter seeing Foprister-iclker he joined
the 6, /sLefl, end vas through everything efter the second
Colenss till he was ehd near vetervasl three weeks agos

fme night we had three patiente taking pot luck
vith us, Capte Mertin T.Melsy o volunteer suby called
Clark of the Seottish Bifles and Cepte Eitchin of
Strotheona'ss The latter i a nice fellow and en officer
in the Cenadian Mounted Police, = Fridey night during
dinner we heard ome of the pickete firing and eftervarde
we hear: Mexim fire sand then thinge quietened dowm. @
Seturday at deylight we wore wekened by heovy guns firing
end the pomepsme berking ond efter breskfast found that



nearly sll the troops had gope out towards the Orange River
Colony Frontier, The firing soemed sbout ¢ miles oway end
from the top of CSenderton Eop we eould see 1t all, It was
lﬂlaamam“hmaﬂlhmm.ammanm"
of Infentry end a composite regiment of Irregular Horse,

We ooald see the Infemtry advencing with the Cavelry on
their flenks end the gune en the left snd could soe the
flashes of the Boer gme replying end the ehelle bureting,
far men burned thres fam houses and then retired, the
Boers follswing them for some miles, It was very interesting
end &t luncheon ond all aftermoon we wetched the troope
returning,

On Sundey - yesterdey - I had %o go up to
Stenderton ond rode past the nigser churohs It woe 00
funny, The girle were sll dresced in the mont mervellous
eoloure end the men in vhat they considered neats It
Soémed to me thet the peaple welked in st one door and -ut
8% the other and all the time gpe men with a vodee 1dke o
47 @un kept up e Llong elow eomg, 1 wae afradd to stove
untmm-;tmwm

To=day has been & most awful day of wind and dust end
exkine next to impoesible, Thet kind of day slweye pute

ue on short retiome, generally ome dish snd then bresd and
Jem,




Do you know that the man who leads the ammunition
male in Strathcona's Horee ie Lord Edward Seymour. When
he does not lead the mule he acts as cook to the
detachment, The No 1 of the gun is slso an Honourable
gomebody but I forget his name, Vhat an arietoeratie
pom pom J

9th August, 1900,

The next day after writing the sbove was still very
stormy end dusty but yesterday and today ere fine and
warm though every night has been cold enough to freeze
the water in our tents, Major Ellpatrick of No 4
General Hospital Newcastle was up here yesterday, His
hospital is coming up here soon, It has G600 beds and
it is poseible its arrival mey send us on elsewhers but
if it doee not interfere with the work I'm getting I
shall be pleansed emough to stay on here, The day before
yesterday I got in three batches of wounded at different
times, This i= e short letter, but I am not going to
begin another sheet,

Love to all,
Your loving,

Dave.

(ISR e S R




Bth Divieional Field Hospital
Stendertom
1% vii, 00
iy dearest Dove,

The othey dey I thought we were in for a shelling
for in the sfternoon there suddenly ceme en exploeisn end the
whirrrr of a ricochetted shell over dur cemp, 1 wae in ny
tent ot the time =nd Jumped up to see what it was but I
fgund they wre breaking up the girders of the damsged bridge
with dynemite and that 2 plece had come over our way, There
aPe se I told you not meny troope here now smnd all outlying
aneghave been ordered to drew in a bit eo that they can on-
eentrate easily, e knew this snd would not have been
surprined et some attempy to pot our plcokets,

vedneedsy 1 rode in the sfterncon through Stronderton
and neross Kruger's durg to the hille where the Boers had
their gune in /81s The bridge ie sand-begged snd has 8
etrong guerd on it and from there one climbe up by the road
= or what pasees for a roed on the veldt = to the skyline
vhere the remmine of the fort 48y There ie & fine view from
there towards the towm but ¢ fer better nne in the other
direction over the veldt, Most has been burned in the
distance end is blagk but for sabout 4 miles the veldt here is
theyeusl brown yellow, It was a2 glorious hot day =md 1
cantered to the next ridge where I met a cavalry plcket,
They were enjoying themselwes lying in the sun and emoking




snd their horsen standing eroapping the grase beeide them,
They maet be trained not to go eways 1 then rode back agoin
callin: ot the Centeen for some tobagco,

Tharedey was rether ¢old and windy efter a cold night
and I wae not for from the ¢np that day and went to bed
at 5,80] This is really to keep wam for it is very
¢old sitting in tents et night, I then reed until bed-
time end then blew out the cendles, Well thet night I
hed just blown out tue lighte when our outpost vhich ia
sbout 100 yerde from ue was fired at end promptly replicds
The firing wae pretty briek ond it wae lively hearing the
whiz of the bullets but bye snd by 4t got tiresome and I
fell seleep though 1 was $0ld next morning thet we opened
o them with a maximeand put & otop %o the firdng It
says & good deel for how sccustomed one gets to rifle fire
that o mexime a hundped yards aeway did not waken me,
dossn't 44? Sinee then we have never been disturbed,

Fridey I wee on duty and 8o wae confined to ber-acks
ell day, we had the Kev, Pather leCebe an i Us Cheplain
down from Greylingstedt (where the Sgotiish Fifles ore)
2 bury & mon end he stayed ell nignt end dined with us,
He wae a winderful idiot end enused Foxde end me very much
he mae &5 dull in the uptak] Ve pulled his leg properly
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end he never saw ity
Yosterday wee Ceturdiay., "o had a pretty sood night
tut Just ofter dawn the tentes began to Clap ominously, The
oy wae clear blue without o cloud which is a bed s gn in
thie plage vith windy weether end by breakfeact itime 1t wee
blowing o goles All day we hed & regular dust stomm and
Dover ¢nuld eee miyre than 160 pages and when 1t wae bed not
30 proess It wvas impossible to wesr anything on ones heed
and a8 0090 af I eaw vhat we were in for I covered my bod
vith my greetegoat t2 keg the blankete ss fPee se possible,
Defore breakfest sll our fires ware »ndered out and ware
nover 1lit agein all day, The tente flepped rnd broke thedr
ropee and meny were blown down, lefore the dey was half
torough we were sll like gnal heavers for we had no washing
weter, Though -ur firee wre sut sperks were blown from
eomovhere sorose the veldt « probebly one of the other
CEEDD = s N9 less thon edx times our grase was oot on
fire, Thet end holding up one's tent kKept us busys ivery
ow and then sbowe the nodse of the flapodng tent and the
Fow of the wind we heard "Fire | Onderlice turn out J"
tnd we oll jumped up, seized the empty sncks we hed for
the purpose and rished to heat -ut the fire, 0By the time
ve mt beck with eyes stingins with the dust an'e tent
wmld bo elmeet owey with 4% end the ropes had to de
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tightened end the pege driven in further, Ve were thenkful
vhen the wind fell st sundown and we got washed, Meals were
duet, breed and tinned tongue, Ho hot water for tea op
enythings The male harness wae burned and twenty five tente
destroyed, My tent ie like e pltticoat with lece oll round
end the ropes 8o broken I can't get it chut st night, In
eontre dietinction I suppose, to let us see how nige South
Africe eon be today hae boen lovely, After luncheosn Forde
end I went through Stenderton to a rand-bagged block huse
on the hill beyand and then gantered, trotted or walked over
the burned veldt sway round Stenderton Eop and home, I
sappose ten or twelve miles, It was lovelys Vhen on the
b1l we had o splendid mirage, Ve sew close to ue a great
lake with rippling weter and islends in it and vhenever we
pot neer it all venished and there wae nothing Put the black
burned veldts Anyway, 1t was o Jolly ride end I don't think
e went out of bounds for we saw No mounted videttes,

I emwriting this efter dinner so you mey guese it is
not &o ¢old es we have had 4t sometimes but 1t ie windy e
bit and my toes ore bDeginning to feel 4%, So good night

Just now,
13, viii, 00

I don't mowdf I have emveyed any idea of the stom
we hads The Rev, MeOormook was hore ot luncheon todey and




soys thet mo ome in Stenderton remenbors such & days Ome
very funny thing I forgot to tell you wes that every now
end then in the dust we would hear a noise like theatre
thunder nnd suddenly out of the ¢loud would bound o huge
3 ft. empty biscuit tin or a sheet of gorrugated irom,
Thepe ere hundreds of these time lying about and neerly all
the temporery ctores mmd kitchens are covered with corrug=
eted iron, Our temporery cook house was blown over end the
wook esgsped by making e dive through the floor as the
house turned ups
How goodbye just mow as I em godng to post thie early.
Love to everybody,
ever your loving
Daves

o ——

Sth Divieiomnel Fleld Fospitel,
Stenderton,
Transvaale
168, viii, OO
iy deor Dove,
Thies deily chronicle of my doinge I have begun enrly
this time but without wery much newe to give, Thir 18
Tureday, Vell yesterday in the forenon we heard the

pom pome Darting from the top of the Kop end ap 850 ae I
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had findiehed my dreseings Forde end I rode up to see what
was going m, It wae & lovely bright wam day and ac we
cantered up to the o0t of the hill we met a News Poper
men in slippere and trousers riding up too, By the time
we got up we just saw the pom pom hook in mnd trot off but
we learned that they were omly trying ranges 20 as to know
how far this podt end thet point were from the hille
laowever we had & ride over the flat top snd saw the 47
end the © inch punsy The top is & wonderful sighty The
vest Burvey are encemped there snd eny 1t i warcer than
lower down, The plage is immencely strong and a1l the
Plage is entrenched snd shelters built, shell -ite dug for
shelter snd everything in a splendid etete of defence,
Barber wire ie¢ freely used, like chevesux de frise in the
oldey dage = eay Crimea time, It wae very interesiing
and the heat geve us ¢ thirst for lunchean, Then in the
evenin: Forde and I went to dine with Drs Simmonss I think
I told you he was o 1s¢al practitioner here < a Derte’
Wmen snd 8 very nice fellow, Ifie wife 15 2 colonial end
they heve two childrem, It was funny being im & room with
8 fire and especislly to see a white cloth m the tsble,
I don't think I have seen o men in & white chirt either
singe I left Cape Town, “"het s differenc: he was to our
Guety ond airty bheki) Mine hae the variety of e few




blood staine which the othere loek, Ve had a nice dinner
with o megnificent roaet turkey but we did not get shough
of 1t to satinfy usy The only drink wae claret, MNejor
ehanen and Jenninge were there tooy They were half an
hmr late, with the moet wonderful exzcuse you over heard,
It wae thia, The railway here wae teken over that day by
the militery under the neme of the Imperial Military Redlway
and st noan the time wee changed from “retorie time to Cape
Town time and all ologks had %o be put back half an hour,
I faney such & good excuse only oo urs onoe in & 1ife time !
The noectal suthorities here surely deserve credit on some
thinges One of our opderiiec the other day got o letter
~hose anly sldress wag

Ho 7301 R, AeMeBe
Hetol,

Fengy that finding the man and this witidn o dogent time,

17 viii, 00
A few daye e I wae in Colonel Morgan'e office and met
Major vinter end Braik (quartermester) of the 1lth Brigade
Flield fospitel from Peordekop, Vinter had o enepshot
cemers with him end sp we came slong to the otetion he had
sich a pare chancey, A barrel of trescle (which they mim
vith menlics forthe gattle) had fallen and buret snd the
natives were round it like fides Aipping their fingere in
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end licking them with such grine of enjoyments

Loet night Simpeon came up se e forerumner of o 4
General llocpitels le in steying with ue till the ilioepital
errives, You mey remember I met him ot tte Vinoeht, He

wae going home on Doerd the Mejeotle nd came over to the

Umbris t5 dine, Sinee thon he hae returned and hae Leen on

duty ot Newenctle singe,
the i, Adie se came from the half 10th Bgde, Field ligepitel
et Flantrend, He ie & very nice clap though we sew vary
1ittle of him I think that our views sbout the Loers and
their treatment colncided very cl 801Ye
1% wviii, 00

Yosterday wae the firet day we dined without great
coets, So the spring ie evidently comdng, Thie aftesmcon
Forde snd I yode over t° ¢all on Simuons - after dinuer
eell, you knows It was & Jolly day end they were both
eltting out on ihe ctoep where we jolned them for en houn,

Forde tosk his camern nnd photagrephed the beby (10 mouths)

end the 1ittle girl ( 4 yoors).
thet before the British game here there wms o fairly well
1o do women who was sbout 50 and very fats Ehe hod some
stock sod vhen the Boers left she prepered to go, ESimmons

Sdmmone was telling us

adviced her to stey saying the British ~ould d her 1o homm,
“he sald %9 him she wmld not stay "becense when the British
"You ere a

come in Gemeral Puller might ¢ame t0 me end eay

“he some night Coptein Feghmie of
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fine old cow, you comd along and cookt for me'” And eo she
vent | Imagine Cemeral Iuller | We got some gake from ive
oimwone, The $0l1d us thet all that eoke - ordinery
rultann ceke - o¢mee in hermetically cealed tim bomes
fron rustreline 3

The anly other pragtitioner hore ie Ire Blood, o
brother of the Mise ¥iood who figured in the Colia Uempbell
divorece case, lie is nog & oreuit to his gountey op
profeseim and 48 much given 1o drink, lie snd Simmons are
just es different me they could be, I thidk, 1 have nob
met Elood and don't went to, vhen we ceme here he was under
errest on sggount of his eending informmetion %o the lhoers
shout here, It 4¢ & pity henging 4e "ut of fushion here
Just now § After we left Sdmmome we rode towands home and
did some shoppings fundey $00 J The only shop howewver in
the vhole plage 4s the H.F,F, Canteen, two for ue and "ne
for civilianss The civilisne are charged more than we are,
The etore in rethor limited but fortunctely our wents are
fews Fomde wented a peir of veldtehoen enc we had to go
to teo conteens to get themy

20y viii, 0O

Todny Forde snd Roberte wont off to Finetown, '"onde
expegte %6 return in two or threo wecks ae he hae saly
elight eozems but Roberts will probebly go homes lide
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compleint is the ususl ‘martermaster's one, o little too
mach beer before he got his commission, He has gone down
with every intention of getting home, has developed an
invelid's cimfile, a beard of two wecke' growth snd a
general appesrance of bad heolthy Pinetown lioepital i
ebout helf em hwur's run from Jurben and ebout 54 hours from
here agcording %9 the time Sable, but Just now often 48,
A trein loed of sigk paseod here today from Pretoria en
route to Mosi Fivers DBrazin Creoch who is in comend of the
trein eaid hospitels were in en swful muddle et Pretoris
but we got no details, Bebbington who went down sick frowm
us ot Ladysmith wrote the other day that he had been sent
to Pinetomn for duty but there were only sbas two or three
elck to each Medical fficery, They eay there sre 2000 sick
eaming through Netel from Pretoris and Johannesburg, I think
fio 4 General 1s for some of that lot, Last week I got ny
servent « Veller « o pase to go to Johennesburgh and he
‘MTM two shells from the ruine of Begbie's fagtory,
@ plece of gold quartz and s peraffin lanps The latter
looks awfully well in the tent ant its eoft 1ight reminde
Ome -f student reading dayes
e viid, 0

Today I have been on duty and 4t hee been o dusty =nd

windy dry and that is sbout alls I spent nearly all day
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mokins e chemois=lenthorelined=ithoki watch=pocktet snd
etitching 1t on my jeocket with a flep over it end a bhreek
button to fasten the flepse You will leugh I know when you
soe it bdut I doubt 4f anything could poseibly get 4t off
except o knife, /n intereeting dey's record, dont 4t 7
end ee I have no more news for thic letter I will st it
up now though 4t is a day before the limit,
Love to Khannie and everybody,
ever ymr loving
Dave,

5th Divieiomel Pleld Hosepitel,
~tendertons

85 wiii, 00
iy dear Dove,

I don't know 4f ym will get my letter I posted toe
day but if yoa 40 1t will probably be by Cape Towm beccuse
»e heve beon cut off ell dey from the South, Harly laet
night the wire snd 1ine was gut eomewhere in the South and
the Eailway people say thet the Boere have occupled lane
heusen station, That would be unfortunstes As it is it
has stopped the meil from getting up and yar expected
letter hae not errived, No treins hove gone down eithen,
The towm meils have been semt nn to Elsndofontein snd 8o
domn to Cape Towm, All the same we have had quite & buey
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aaye audte mmexpectedly we got in a lot of sick from
leidleberg end thnt direction, Seven were for me and about
thirty for the mediesl side, Vith them came en Irish
gudaltern of the M, A MaCe @alled Ommehy, He has amused me
with his chat which 1s interesting goseip of what is doing
elsewhere, fe is such a boys I had hoped to get out a ride
todey tut was too busy and besldes 1t was a bit windy, Ve
geamed to be in the direct line of the dust devils for we had
several go through camp, They sre jJust like waterspouts,
only dust, They vary fraom an inch oF two to 60 feet or more
scrose and from a foot t0 200 - 300 feet highs You cam see
them coming with » swirl of dust om the plein, graduslly
ineressing in volume, height and demsity and sweepinz oo t1ll
it rushes through the camp, Tlepping the tents, 1ifting
blankets ete, which may be an the ground, and filling every-
thing with dust,
23, vili, 00

It has Been Blowing hard all day and very custy, Major
Eilpatriok thinks it i awful end gcannot believe we had
worse lest Ssturday, whereas today was gelm cmpared with
thot stommy, We have had mo veldt fires and have (not) been
gble to0 cook foody I had to put off my dressings till nearly
sundown gnd sinee then 1t hae been quiet, I heard too tid




the rellway has been repoired and therefore I expoot
yar letter tomorrow,
25, viii, 00

Today hae been o Tin- day end the pesch bloswmn i
beginning %o emme outy The treee hove the green tint of
spring and yet last night -ur weter frose in our tents,
I hed a letter from Hevy which I have already anewered,
Host of the day was occupiad it seems to me by & funeral
ve went $o of sme of our men who died of pneunnnias The
Eesex legiment supplied the firing party and eamme of the
men from No 4, Oeneral attended, BElack and I went and we
had to merch right to the other end of Standertons On
the way bagk we ¢alled in %o Dpy Gimwone endé had a chat
for an houry, He showed us his orcherd of plum trees,
epples, peare and nectarines sand was bewailing the drought,
He says the spring is late end it will not rain properly
t111 Ogtober, The night bDefore lest there was some
ploket firing but I slept through 4t ell,

28, viii, 0O

I forgot to say cbout ywur letter thet you muet not
repent that etory shout Harry Wright demanding the wounded
from Kronjie on Spion Xop, The ineident socurred I think
after the second Colenss, I remenber the pleture, e




got sach a lovely 'ise out of Jeminge of the 2nd Brigede
Follh lie wae tying up some papere to send to the Rev,
nnmmiuandMMcuturhhtmhmtuhltut
ﬂmmMMﬂtMa“PMM"mnmmm
the 1ot with hie compliments | The Rev, Mgc Cosmick I
BappoGe nover saw such o paper before snd will nét under-
stand 1% 2 bit,

Yeoterdey and today trein loeds o horee have been
going up past here, m the line not far off one hae been
Shunted emd left for the night, © wegons, thet 1o sbout
225 horeesy We cen hear them conotantly trempling, Today
By mare hae been elipped and looks eo sloek and colds It
tmthﬂmmmuummhﬂhﬂdmlttﬂlht
the rough ekin and the dirt would melte ¥illdem's hadr turn
vhite, Jennings end Fuseell came ver to got me to go with
them %o ¢all on the MeCormicke thise effernomn but I was
lﬂﬂtnm"mmitmlwmm
begmuse my mare was not reedy but elso becsuse Jennings
wanted support $111 he had got over the "Piuk Un" incidentd

o , viii, 00

Thnulummtgumgmhu-mmtnwﬂ
may not mean any movement o usy The Derby end Devon
Hegte, ome to reploce the B, Purrey and Quoenss I enclose
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you a programme of a Gymkhoma which waes $o hove taken
plsce n Thuradey but has beon serstched on meemunt of
these chenges, The T.M.I. come in plase o the aomprredite
Covelry which left thie morning, It 48 snid thet the 5th
Divicion are to go over to Vokkerstroom district, I wondey
if wo will go with them ? Today hae been & fine day but
¢loudy ot suneet, lightening since snd new threstening to
roin, I wamder Af we sre in for s night'e flood,
28 wiii, 00

%ell ell night off snd on 1t timndered and lightened
but there was 1ittle rein, I was up soon after six end
eould harily see to shave then on secount of the dark
elouds, I went to the stetion ot seven %o pee some sick
off and I think 1% was heevier rein ond better lightning
then than 1% hed been ell night. The demp veldt hae such
& lokely eméll. I had such & Jolly ride this afterndson
ahmtﬁnl.hlmmdhlutminaﬂmmm Hy
objeetive wes Dosteff's fam, though I did nmot go in I
wanted to see 1%, It 1s & $yplonl South ‘fricen farm ond
MIMtlthlawﬂ‘hﬂqmmﬂrrmit,ltlnn
typical Transvasl farm too. I eaw two women on the stoep
End lote of stocis, It seems & good famm of ite kind,
There were gattle, sheap and gosts end 1ote of horses,
Hostly they vere in the old meslie fields and im ome ploce




How goodbye Just nowy

Love t9 everybody,
Toar loving

they were ploughing with & tesm of 10 oxen, Farther on
I geme soross two "Ehoren™ a oart of large peefowl. 1
wiched I had hed o chot gune /About & mile frwm Camp 1
overtock Captain Clesve AsCeCe who pointed out whore the
Boer Commando i@ lying, well oui of renge of the big guns,
then I got back I found thet General Clerey had come in
with the Segond Division ani the oppoeite side of
Ctanderton was blagk with troopes hat they are doing here
or are golng %o 49 I have po ldesy Yhen the laet but not
the lesst pleasant curprise when I got back %o my:  Sent
wae to find your lettery, I% hes got up hore eorlier than
umal for it doos not gemerelly come till Tednosday, You
sey that Cole. “mith's eom ie ggygpely woundeds
reported here that the wound was very slight,
ie true, 0Odva the Colonel my eympatly and tell him most
of the mauser injuries are of no permenent importanges

Dave,

it wae
i hope this




Fth Divisional Field Hospitel,
Standertone
50, wiii, 00

iy dear DOWe,

1 don"t know that I have much %9 tell yomu as yet this
week for yesterdey and todey 4t hae reined incessantly both
dey ond night with plenty of tounder snd lightning throwm in,
The ground hue got a proper sosking and the tente were flooded,
It has not been disagreeshle though bDecouse the wenther has
been milder end the rein mot in such torrents as to best through
the cenwee, end thoush everything ie thoroughly demp ome is not
wakened by rain pettering on sne'es head, The day pesces shmt
in one'e tent veeding or playing sbout, The trees are all
covered with light green and we hope soon to see the wvelat
green tooy For o vhile thie afterncon it feired ond I rode
into the tom to geot some whisky for the mess, "hat a sosk the
plege wao in end the mad wos awfuls, I vao very glad I was not
welking, In town I met the Mencheetere coming in vith thelr
tronsport, They have come from Oen, Fundle snd they were &
eighte Their clothes were in rege, the psnies were shagsy and
moetly esadle galled end the men had bivouscked last night and
were very evidently sosked to the okin, I got my whisky end
got home before the roin Degen egein, Gome of the Manchesters
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vere very funny, They have eme from Vrede, ™Mme of the
men had & hole in his jacket he eould have come mut throughs
Several had breechoe made mut »f old encke and ome had hise
made out of & worn weterproof sheet, I have got such a
nige ghep in with sore feety Mo ir ¢ subsltern end I have
elothed and fed him end mede him quite happys He says they
hﬁmhﬂlhmtmﬂlumrgdﬂgrwamm
not eeen o DBoer end heve hod no Tighting, Probebly this ig
e slight exaggeration dut he needed a rest badly, There
have been more troope moving, come up end samo down oountry
end loade of horses and fod going uny
ol viil, 00

I sew Colanel Thorneyoroft todsy who says the wer will
be offieislly over next month snd surely some of us will get
owny immedietely after thet, It would euit me firet rote
%0 get home them « Tut don't say saything sbout 1t just
now, uwtaw;-mmmtmmuﬂnlmcmt
with hinm in ny tent, iie 48 o very nige fellow and very
mmtuthHMﬁBﬂMHMln Today
Cleared un fine and the sun geme out and 1 think I shall be
Gble to 1okt forwend to gettins intn blenkete which ere not
Gsmp, Tell Mhannde thet vhen I wes bethin: this morning I
found much e large contipsde in my eponge, e have got a
lovely new tent for mese with high sidee 1ike s rom, 111
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sketch 41t for ym to let ym see when I get daclk,
it ix, 00,

Today hes been sich o lovely warm day end I had a Jolly
ride, I left after lunchemm, 1,2 ot two snd got back sbout
6 or soon after, /bout three miles sut I met a convoy from
“oterval with guerd end eooute, It wae very picturesmes
Yoo eould see the convey eway »n the sigline with the teains
of amen 1ike 1ittle black etreake snu then sxtending from thic
the sgouts in open order sbout 100 yamis saparte As I peBeed
one of the ssoute I ssked how for they hod been out ond he
seld “"pine miles to meet the oonvoy", I asked him 1f there
were any Doers end he smng sut "Net even if ywm givartised
for thems " S0 I had another good stretch. I think I rode
ebout 17 miles sltogether, I had my pietol dut though I saw
£ haree, 4 guineafowl (Khoran) and a énck I 414 not get a
chots This is the firet time I heve got mut here with my
revalver becsuss jpeviously thers wes » chance of being
cenght and Aif sny srme were found on ®me under the red croes
it might hove mesat Mochadadorp or ermewhere,

ImmmtrtmmtﬂlthUlugﬁmtthﬂm
day end try some other direftion,

2 ix, 00

This hae been much o lovely warm mist funday and as I

heve been on duty I have not been out of the place all day,
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hiz evening we got o telegrom to reduge our 500 bedded
hoopitnl immediately to 100 beds, Of gourse we ore all
keen ae t0 whet thie meanss Docs it mean o move end Af ®o
to where or does it simply meen B reduction previous %o
bresking up the fiold lHospitale et the end of the war?
The men bring all their pets anc beaste to me, Yestewmiay
I got & enske end today ome of the men brought me his pup
vwhich has distempers Poor little begrar 1t ie vory ded
1like the firet Belu wasy, ond I think it is mot godng to
get over 1%, 1t is curiouns that all our 4 doge in cemp
have had distemper eince we ceme here,
rd Septomber 1900,

Lagt night near vetervel the train wae fired on by a
mmber of Boers and the stoker shot so that he died soon
after, The Boers hiew up & culvert snd we have had no

trains from the North today, One of our ymngeters left
for duty elsevhere today end =0 we sre agein only three
offigers, 1 sm not going to start suother sheet for 1
think my aext letter will finlesh my paper,

Ever your loving
Dovoe
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5th Diviesional Field loepital
Stendert e
4 ix, 00

vy dear Dove,

1 hove been on duty today end fixed in compe The camp
1soke 80 emrty now it has been reduced by helf end I feel
just ae 4f the cempnignwere neerly over end that the thinned
comp was o prolude to sur moving, “here we go is the
aifrioulty, weo 1l 1ove here end all hope 1% will be Durben
end 80 home, Ve ore n4 yet quite quied all ebout here end
laet night swme Doers coptured a piciet of 6 TeleJds and vhen
their affigcer cemo down to vielt the plcket he welked into
them and wae remoyed too, I motice thet the overseers of the
netive lchourers who do the street mending etce ore all
armed with revolvere on their belts, Clery's division hes
now moved from the other side of Standerton over to beside une
e have had mo Tiring here though now for o long time,

Gs im 00

There has been nothing doing todays Ye sent off 88
elck down eountry this moraing et 6 and owr diminished camp
looke even more deserted then ever, iveryome seeme to be
expectent of orders sbout going homes The time expired men
and Section D firet I suppose, It would suit me fine %o get
hae by the end of October in time for the wintereeesion,
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This ie Hell's birthdsy - lNany hoppy returme to hem,
Loet night Block end I went to a congort in the temporazy
Town lell here, I enclose the progremme, It wae great fun.
I don't kmow vhen I loughed oo muchs

The planiet, Mr Smithy i & telegraph clerk here, e
wae tiat oo under the Boers but wee dismisced by them and
efter belng impréconed by the British vhen they entered for
3 wocke he wer restared to hie duties, being shoroughly
edber by that time, IHe ployed firect rote, snd ployed
thorougly good scemmpanimente ae well, It waes rether funny
%2 pee hin in evening drese with amunition boote am,

liise leald wae & girl in shite sbhout 14 yesre old
end song without mmch of o volesy, The T.M.J. men who
Played the mouth orgeon wee oplendid. fe played e merch
firet snd then as sn encore the Hornpipe, He wae in khaki,
hed boste on which had not been brushed sinee he began, I
should think emd we gould see his stociinge through hie
boote and hie fect through hie stockinges ids heels had
goe and his spure were red with rust, Otherwise his kit
"at passchle,

Hr Job ie » vesident mogletrate's clerk here - o
sopt of Dan Lenoy The two officere of the (neen's who did
“boby eicters” were very funny, *ne wac obout 6 £t 1 in
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and both were moustagheds They were dressed in short
white dreseres with bare arme and short sleeves, pink
sacher end boby matches, white stockings and ehoes, They
eang and danced, It weae very funny, 1 think Mise Louw
wee under 60 but I don't knows She hae by fer the best
treined vilee of the lot snd anfartunstely seng in
inglish with a vile pronunciation, &he is o Trencvecler
and they have mo songs, lMiee Uy Wan Bocketrom wes & Righ
@¢7loured, asver drossed very Dutch built girl of 19 or
the best looking of the erowd but not much of a elnger,

I think the only other one was FPrivete Jockeons I think
he maet be e Muric Hell cinger ot home, Jile songe were
very "mueichelly’ end I wae rather ashamed of lsughing
eo machy Jig semg four times, I met Lemg and Hamilton
Groge of the Durhem LeIe there who ¢ame out with me om the
Usbria, They asiked me to came and sée them on top of
Stenderton Eop but I g¢ould not go today af my mare was
beins shod, 1I'11 go when off duty the day after tomorrow
if they are etill theres They may be awey for I hear that
two companier of the Delels heve left fop Vatervel end
the Tyl 1. leave tomorrow to try to get a ot at the
Boers vho shot Ospts Nolyneux and come of the T.M.1. ot
vatorvel laoot nights They broke the reilwey and all the
eidings here were blocked with traine of ptoree mll day,
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The garriages ot 10y 30 were mostly horeess Twd wele
real veldt garrisges however end the T,M.1' had a wagon
end 10 males which they rushed down Gtenderton at e great
rete,

Today has been rather windy but good encughs
Freeland game in to say goodbye in gase he ic kept or
buried at vetervals Ve have boen om rather chort rations
for the pest manth and the others grunmble et the monotony,

Erealtfest « Tinned becon, breed, jem, tece

lancheon « Trek ox, oniones, rice, whisky,

Dinner = Trek ox, onims, rice, Jmm, whicky,
The patiente are bettor off than wes, Ywm will see the
monodny., There ore no potetoes to be had and no hene,
lis eggs of gourse, though Blagk gete them for himeelf at
4/6 for 11, I have Deen offered s sucking plg for 5/ but
am not et all sure of the cooking, I run the mess and
menege the ageounte 2o I am held responeible for all the
“Sgoff except the take" ae Tommy says, Tell Jo thet when
'‘Jam' 4& 'Keillers Marmalade', which ic very seldom, I
myoelf eat a whole pot e day for the promotion of the
trade, The verieties of Jeme we see is evful and the
structure of some i curious, btut the vecancy hae to be
fM1led end I manage better than sone of the others.
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Yeetordey I wae out @ long walk prineipelly in srder
to citeteh o farm house which wee held by the Boers ageinet
use It Delonged to one Potgeiter end hes been considersbly
knogkted ebouty 1 gnthered & lot »f uered Boer onrtridges as
e memento, In one roomy or vhet remeine of 4%y 48 a peinting
of the Boer ¢ost of o rme and their motto "Bendrocht Mankt
Maskt“s The plroe hae been destroyed but I think all the
furniture had been removed in antigipation of flight for
there is not much lying sbout, Agter I left this I went
throush their gerden now bloseoming in the peach trees
and the leavee on the others beginning to come outy, but the
place mostly over run with weeds, There ie o fine eectus
hedge down ane eide and a large dem for water nesr the house
end the ususl cemetery cbout 200 yerde from the house,
rom there I went e good bit down the Vesl River and then
walked home, Omn the way I got a shot at a heron but missed,
It 12 Aifficult chooting with the memser pistol at gome,
I saw several flighte of duch end ofter the eun had oot
ever eo many owle, They loaked so funny with their horme
like 1ittle demons perched on otonesy 1 don't know how
meny dend horees I had to pase after I left the rivem, me
emelt them well away ond twice I wolked right om to them
vith theiy lege sticiking out of the grounds It was quite
darit Defore I got home and I got through wur pickete withsut



beins challenged,

Today I heve been on duty ell day but my spere time does
not heng heavily I find #o much to doy I will be eble to
give you a very good idem of the view from our comp when I
get home, There is no word of our chenging ground yet ond
a8 I soid before thinge are very slack end there is no newn,
The railway wee brokem agsin the other night end we had a
traio of 300 horees in the siding neer ue sll night, There
migt be very meny required up country for 300 to 800 go up
every day just mow in sddition to long supply trains of eay
12 wogoms, ench wegom earrying £0 tomne of etuff,

Ym see that I have finished the stoek of paper I
brought with me end thie i some sent out by some society
for the edek and wounded and others like myself,

Love to every body, t1ll next seek su revoir,

ever yur loving

- 150 -«

Deves




My deer Dove,

I got your letter from Invershin on Tuesday, You all
eeem to have enjoyed ywareelvess I wiesh I had seen Khennie

catch the fish)
Forth next summer,
The other dey

1 think we will do e bloyele ride in the

I presided rt the sale of the kit of e of

our men who had died, The whole realiced &l 17, 6 The
men enjoy theese ssles though ym would elmoet expeet that they
wauld be ead sbout thelr gompanion'e effecte being sold,

One day 1 saw

a native woman Deslde ame of the wunded

notives, I noticed she had & peculisr chain -p = mnot like
ordinery notive work, the gould nmot epcek :nglish end I took

hold of the chein, wheon up ceme e erueifix from under her dress

ghe nodded her head end sedd "Ya Besed Romen Cotholic, "

on Tuesday 1

dined with Captein Sevabey (7) of the A8.0e

Lty GiWY of the A, 0y wee there too end Oapte Bettye, 13th

Mssare « the ssme vegiment s Sir Regineld's oldest som ie
in, He i ot Newcaetle Dut Battye ie here with a troop, Ve
hed o nice dinner, eepeciclly the venison vhich wae first pate
though no patotoas or red current jelly, I don't think we hed

¥ Bir Reginald

)gilvy of Baldovan, mear Dundee, Angus,
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any pudding « I forgot, we had rolly polly and it was
very good, Seviby was lucky to get flour for we have not
soen pny £or ever so long

n Vednesdey we had the Rev, MacCormick and Iws Eimmone
dining with us, I got moet of our food up through the
station people, Potatoes only 44 a pound were the first
ecen here for lomg, 1 got some mullet for fish, csbbage
end come fruit, CSome tinned French Deesn® cnc mede the menu.

Potagee « Kidneye (s present from Service Gorpe

Podeson - M-m

“ntre = Liver and Becon

Roti = Minged trek ox - Dhated pototoss,

Puddiing < Cuastard (Birde powier) Timned pearss

Tmalt - mm (tengerines)

Total gost &1 o 10, 3 I heve underlined sll we had to
poy Tor,

Two daye I have been out on the unt agein but the
haree is very in the road vhem stalking eo yesterday I took
Weller vith me, Weller who is my servent yowu know, rides
well ae he wae in the 2 Niddlesex Mounted Infentry. He
took & rifle with him end we left about 11 o' clocks I
had given my mare four deye rest ond she was fine and fit
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for & heavy daye worty Ve took & tin of chicken, some

bircuite end had sur weter bottles filled, ¥e rode out
past Petgeiter's farm « the ome I sketohed for you and
right on t411 we were sbout 5 miles out, Then I begen %9
ret an occael mol ehnt et duck on the piver, Valler holding
the horees, V"hen we were sbhout 8 wiles out we off ssddled
end ¥mee heltered our horeee snd let them feed while we had
lunche it was gloriously warm snd as we haa not wetchee
we mesced time by the sun snd eaddled up in an hour end

went -n for snother 4 miles, Ve garefully serutinised all
thlqnﬂththﬂgh-llnlﬂminﬂiﬂ-mﬂﬂp

emons Beers but we saw none end were not oniped ate Just
before luncheon we rode up %o & very smell fam because we
gow » men on the stoep but though there were two mem and 8
women we could not make tiem understend ue at ell, At 12
miles out we came to e fine big hoyss up on e hill on the
athor side nf the river, with little aifficulty we Torded
the river end had a shot ot o sort of turkey whose legs I
broke but it got eway, Then me we thought we sew SOWedno
moving on the #oep we rode up there, ¥The house ie & fine
big mme with two stories - a most umieusl thing here. A8
hmld'.msttmmmuglﬂurﬂmtmmmh
che 1ooked o lady £0 I truched my cop snd ssid "Good

eftern-on® to vhich she peplied in good Englishe I asked
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if she oould give me & drink of milk, Ohe said I ¢oould
have coffee tut I sadd "No, milk] * Ghe them sedd, "You
may em® in to the parlour, " 60 I geve Vnller the reins

and left him to roll cigerettes and I went in, The people
were the Eloffe snd thie girl waes the oldest st home, fhe
was very plain loaoking with epectecles and had been at
dloemfontein nt schosl before the war, Her yunger sister
eged about 1 war better looking and there wae a little ocne
1ike Khonpnde, I had my milk brought by their Koffir womens
“he eldest girl is celled ‘unay Hiosff, They spoke nlcely,
Their mother wae in et Stendertons Thedr brother i in
prison hewe, Their father ie in Ceylon, Their Uncle was the
“1aff whm Deden ‘owell esptured st Nofeking, Sumn: showed
me a photograph of Mre Kruger to whw the Dloffs sre relsted,
1 nearly lsughede ©he looked 1ike same of the old people
from the Incurcsble, I wasn't there dng bBut +ill g» back as
8230 ae possible nnd take the girls some Jam - of which we
have plentiys Ve ceme dowm the South eide of the river and
had not got fer when wo sew three bDucks Ue hed & go9d chase:
for & geouple of milea but never got withim 300 yards, In
one plnge 1 pessed twd big crowe at whom 1 blased as 1 passed
frwm horpeback mach t0 ny mare's setonishment, %e hung on

to the buck a2 long ae ve dared snd then set off homes As
the san wee going down them we had e hord ride for A% and
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ghet with hesvy sround end mullshe snd having ageln to ford
the river it was dark before we got near the outposts and we
were ctopped end challenged and investigated before we were
allowed to go on and then a few hundred yarde further we
vere again held up end then we rode into a barbed wire
fence and then got home, How good whisky snd soda wae a%t
dinner for we had a heavy day, The moet glorious part was
the gallop after the buck. Nothing could beat that sort of
thing, There ie no doubt that we are not to be moved from
here becsuse the other day we had an order to return all
our transport amd we have nothing left now tut two water
garte snd a Beoteh cart ond 8 or 12 mules, All our oxen
have gone, We have got no more sick or wounded in and
altogether the geme seeme sbout over., I hope 80, The
veldt is sll =0 beeutiful and green now especially where the
grass hee becn burned end they ssy nc more rain falls here
i1l the end of October smd we sll expect to be away from
here long before thet, We heve been here 2; months, Burely
that 1= long enmough in ome plece, The Hospital Commiseion
paesed through here yesterday but did not bother us,
Probably they knew how few petients we had, I'11l save the
other half sheet t1ll next time,

Your loving
Deaves




- 145 =

6th Divisional FPleld Hospital,
Standerton,
22, iz, 00

My dear Dove,

I think I hove three daye news to give you 8o far,
On Vedneeday I got off ear)y immedictely I had dme my
dressinge and had & lovely though 1onely ride out to the
Hoff's, It woe euch a fine day end I wested no time end I
@id the 12 miles over the veldt in 1§ houre arriving ebout
noons I rode up thie side of the Venl end forded the river
near the houses The 1ittle girl vhw sttended to me last
time came to the door and invided me in: I tied up my mare
and hed filled one of my wallete with jem ®#9 I took thése out
end geve them to her in return for the drink of milk she
gove me last time, “hie time the whole family except the men
vho ere ell prisoners were at home, Mre Eloff wae there,
he epoke -mly Puteh, was absut 50 years nld snd simply mge,
ugly snd 20 fat, There wae a second elition of her, I think
8 sdster, Miss Mloff, & nice looking girl of sbout 22 or m,
Two older omee sre merrieds Then twine of 14, Then two
little oness I 414 not otay helf en hour and then went round
to the dmm to give my horese s drink, off-ssddled end knee
haltered my mare ond let her grgse, Then 1 started to have
™7 biscuits snd tinned meet end woter vhen suddenly my mare
Pow eme other horses end estarted off and I had such & rege




to catch hew] My word it wae hotl Agter thet I fized her
upe I hed some luach them end then a chase efier some buck
btk got nothings Then & nige ride hme getting in before
6 o' glock,

lext day o 13 Fusser was shot ebout 3 milee out and thet
hae agein curteiled our wanderings., Thureday I wae on duty.
rorde come back well from Pinetowmn foopitel enc brought me
helf o dozen lovely tomatoes and for the mess a cabbage and
e pineapple which we enjoyed irmemsely,

Fridey wae o fine day and in the evening Forde, Block and
1 wvent to Gimmons t0 dinner to meet General 5, 0. Homilton,
fe used to ¢ommend the (meense lie was very interesting
though slightly desf and hic stories were moot enjoynble,

He does not smolte, saye he never has but hie wife "sometimes
enjoys o olgarette” ,

Today I rode up to the ‘rovost Mepshal o try to get &
Mouser rifle, Then 1 went round the town and af mNy mare
vae vather fresh and playing the fool a bit I gave her a
proper gallop sbout 4 miles round the veldt and Dack heres
I was jJust in time to mise 2 pevere dust storm and shud
myself in my tent t411 4t vas over, Ve have Fother MeCabe
dining with ue tonight ee he has service here tomorrow
fe 1s rather en ase but we put him up when he is dout heres




iost of his 1ife seems %o have been speat in Spain and
Prence ond he opesks of fireamms me "srme of fire" which

pounds Tanny,
Love to Khennle, Iy enclosed explaine the shortnesa
of the letter,
Bver your loving
Deves
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Devid M, Oreig
H.B.U'II..B.. Flﬂiciai Ed.‘ln'hurgh, LD,
to
%o his deughter
Catherine I, Greig "Khannie"

From the Bouth African War, 1900,
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My dear Khennie,

1 Emow you will be wondering when I em going to
write to yoa, snd you muet get Mother to read this
letter to yu, How would you like to be here? We get
oranges snd benenes end dates to breskfast but no nige
eream or milk to our porridge snd no fresh butter either
only salt butter with a lump of ice in it to keep 1t
from melting, We get ice oresms every day o luncheon
elnce it begam to get hot waather,

Yesterday before we left 8t, Vincent three great big
vhelee came into the bay, They rolled over and over and
threw great spouts of water up into the air whenever

they ceme up to bresths, They ceme quite near the big

ehip nnd some of the officers ren snd got thelr revolvers
ond riflee end shot at them bdut if they hit them the whales
did not cere for they dived right under the ship and ceme
Up on the other side and after a little came back snd then
went out of the bays Today it hes been blowing pretty
Berd end the ship has been rocking all day, but it hae




been nice and warm, I saw & sherk today, what they ocell
8 "Thresher" shark, Jump out of the water and drop in
agein with euch a flops There are birde too cslled etormy
petrels or Mother Cerey's Chickens thet fly along glose to
the surface of the water, you would almost think they were
8°ing to be drowned but the water never touches them,

They are like swallows but bigger and with longer wings,
ehuwmnmhalntafﬂyingnmtuwm, hundreds
of thems They jump out of the weter fand epread their wings
and fly elong sbout the length of the dining voom end then
flop into the weter with e eploshs They are sbout the size

of herringe and sll blue and silver in the sunlight and
look very pretty, Last night ome of them flew into the bede
room window of ome of the officers bedrooms, The wl ndows
ére celled portholes in o ship and are round snd Just sbout
big enough to let you put your hesd out of, Sometimes when
it is stormy the water splashes into the room through the
window and then i% has to be shut with thick glase which ie
Borewed on tight so that the water cen't get im,

I think that 1s all the news I have $o tell you just
now but I will write agein when I get to the cape,

With lote 6f love and kisses from
your loving Father,

David M, Greig,




5%h Divisional Field Hoepitsl
near Ledyemith,

14th May, 1900,

My deer Khannie,

I hope you got my last letter to you all right.
Here I live in & tent ae Mother will have told you away out
in the gountry, Not a country like Bervie but & bare stoney
¢ountry with no big treee end hardly any little ones, There
is no green grase for the hot sun has burned 1t all up and it
is short end brown wherever we can ses, The natives are all
Ylack and the 1little children wear no c¢lothes and the big omes
hapdly eny, The places where the natives live are called
krasls end look like bee hives with low doors that one can't
get into without going on ome's hende rnd knees, The how es
are built of mud and straw and have no windows or chinmeys or
fires in them (Picture in pencil) Thie 1s a Krasl, How
would yu like to live in a house like thie? Mother would
tell yu sbout the ox wagme we have, Eixteen oxen to drag
one wagem, The oxen are very tame and when it begine %o get
night the netives call them and bring them to where the wagone
stend end they all line up in & long line in theirvproper
Prder end each ie tied to the long chain that they drag the




Wagon by, Bach ox has 1t

nane and knowe where to g0 and
when they

Wnlch 1s Zulu for ‘g0 n' end onm they go but alway yery
glowly, All night the oxen ere tied up but in the day
time they wender sbout but never loose themselves »r go far

EWaY, A% night end in the morning the natives teake tham
down to the river to drink, The river ie o 190W now that

there ies hardly eny water 1l8f% only maddy
froge live,

poole in which

e can hear them c roaking at night, m the

rockes here too live lote of préetey lizards and some nn

Bnake B, @ have lots of

ety
Bcorpione too with nippers like

this (pencil drawing) and they have etings in their tails,

i‘hey live in holee in the ground and we can get them out by
pushing a vit of straw into the nole and the seorpion catches

hold and we pull him out, There are big epldere oslled

T oy yy
48arant

1lae too who can fight the 8oorpions and kill them

end there are lots of big centipeden, The other dey I was

riding slong the veldt end e 1ittle deer not mach bigger then

e
1‘-nlun* \ our Sgoteh terrier 3 Jurpéd up send ran eways Thoras

are not many flowers here Just now becsuse this 18 the wl nter

time, Tor it ies winter here when it is sunmer at home but up

on the hills are some flowere and ferne but not such nice

onea as wo heve at horma,

On the top of the hills the grass

ere all in harness the netive criep "Unbegd weris"

mie




e e

is long, =0 lomg that it is higher than the top of my
helmet, The soldiers burn the grase #9 that they oan

gee 1f sny Boere are there and et night it ie like an

1llumination, In the camp we heve & puppy dog, & sort n
.4
of epaniel called "Tock", end a little black and white
kitten and a teme ghiclken, Ve have lots of hens for !
food for thes sick soldlers and they often come into my b
tent and walken me in the morning,
How good Bbye just how with lots of love and kisses |
|
from |
your affectionate
Father, 1
i
i
I|
'S
i
i
|
L]




5th Divisional Field Hospital,
Etahderton,
Iransvaals

14th August, 1900,

My dear Khannie,

Thank you wery mmch for ymr letter, Becmage Iam
big you write to me in big print, so because you are
1ittle I write to you in little print. 1 wonder if you
will be able to read sny of the words. I do not think
I will be able to bring "EKhennie®” (hie mere) home with me
beceues it ie so far and horses do not 1like the toesing
gbout om the seas, This is a very nige horse but its hair
ie getiing very long and it will have to be cut as soon as
the nights are wamer, but just now I heve to bury my head
in the blenkets snd under a waterproof sheet it is so aolds
The horses have no stables here to keep themselves warm in,
They are tied on to a rope fixed on the ground end have s
¢ollar round their necks like thisi= (pencil drawing)

Behind where the horsee stand all the oxen end theip
vagone sre kept and the black men who look after the gattle
gleep under the wagona, The mules are tied up beside the
horges, I have pat in one male in the pleture. We have
Just now seven horses, eight mules, eighty oxen, eighteen

dows with some celves and a lot of hens, For the hens we

1 i
e
i‘.




have made o hen house btut I think it maet be too cold
for them to lay eggss On Sundey I ceught a lizard for

Jou end e centipeds. end heve put them im a botile to

bring home when the wor ic over which I hope will be soon
0% The same day 1 sew & serpent too but some of the
mtiﬁnﬂuﬂhbﬂmlm‘tnthﬂ,mtwmlu

in twn,

Mother would tell you sbout the etorm we had on
Saturday, Well I heve now got a mew tent but it 10 &
mach thinner ome thon the wme I had to 1live in before
and e0 much colder at night end warmer in the day, I
hﬂuﬂnMumnmﬂnﬁm_IMw
tent door and will bring it home t50 whem 1 come so that
77 will see vhat like a plece thie s,

The othor day I saw some soldieors coming home efter
belng out fighting snd ome of them had e live hen tied on
to h® seddle, Another hed a dead Len whigh he had '
Plucked the feathers off while he was riding home,

i1 have mly eseen one 1ittle girl here and she could
only epeek Dutch snd eould not understand whet I eaid, F
The officer I wes riding with that day bought eome egme
from her Mothers, [er Mother could mot speak Enslish
either but her Father could, !ie nmme was Mr Young,
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