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There is no evidence that the letter and the

envelope are connected, and the dates would seem to

indicate the contrary. However, lrs Martin was nee

Gurney and Mr Charles Gurney could hawe been her
father or grand-father, The envelope may Jjust have
been made use of, in which case there is only an

inference that Mr Gurney was the "Dear Friend"
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Bracebridge, wife of Charles Holte
Hall, near Coventry. Selina w d
Miss Nightingale wrote : ** She never told me life w

my share of its blessings great and that I ought t

She did not know that I was miserable but she felt

me, young, strong and blooming as I then was, to me, the

of the man I adored, the spoilt child of fortune, she had ti
heart and the instinct to say—‘ Earth, my child, has a grave
and in heaven there is rest '.”

Selina Bracebridge was a remarkable woman, beautiful in a
regal style (Clarkey described her as ** a tall, stately, irresistible,
line of battle ship ’), intellectual, artistic and possessing an
extraordinary warmth of character. * She was totally unlike
anyone I have ever known,” wrote Miss Ni}‘;llli]lg‘!h' '.|".i!'[‘_-'
years later, *“ as unlike as a picture of a sunny scene is to sun-
shine with its light and warmth ; or as this February lamp we
call the sun is to her own sun of the East in Palestine.”

'he Bracebridges were well-known travellers. Charles
Bracebridge had an enthusiasm for the cause of Greek freedom,
had taken part in a revolt against the Turks, and owned pro-
perty in Athens. Generous, impetuous, irascible, he com-
bined intense family pride (the Bracebridges liked to trace
their descent from Lady Godiva), with a passion for liberty.
He dressed picturesquely in wide hats and flowing cloaks, and
had brought back Arab horses from the East which he bred at
Atherstone Hall. He was ** the kindest of friends and one
of the best and noblest of men,” Miss Nightingale wrote.
“ All his life he was fighting battles against cruelty and
oppression.’’

Like Fanny, Selina Bracebridge prided herself on collecting
interesting people, and in particular young writers. The
Bracebridges were rich, had no children, and entertained a
great deal both in London and at Atherstone Hall. Fanny
warmly encouraged the friendship. Selina was twenty years
older than Florence, a very happily married wisnan and a
declared believer in matrimony., Selina might induce Florence
to accept Richard Monckton Milnes, and perhaps through
Selina’s literary connections she might turn to wniting. Selina
and her husband became family friends, and she was given a
pet name by the Nightingales, the Greek character * sigma *'—

&6




er 1855. A woman oDl
: 1. aiehar
-!:-:' L!IIT"1 ot --h-:-: K el1lincl
Drejudlice ) L
prejudice), whi i
military element and the lemalc

m temper, nartly {rom policy,

- 1 : iy Al
surface she was on Irendly

FitzGerald. In fact, Mr. Fitz-

mnfess to her he hoped that Mother

| not import extravagant K oulali habats

Times for October 16th, 1855,

~and all her work was undone. 1t con-

tained a report of a lectul iven by Mr. Brac cbridge at the
Town Jall, oventry. '.'.I'I‘:.;..l:.i'll_': wir. H1'J.-.'|"i.-‘.'.:|]5{l' had

fiad
TRLER

previously : implored him to refrain from
saying publicly, he had now repeated. The lecture was a
furious and inaccurate attack on the British Army authorities
and the British Army doctors. He described the shocking
state of the ho pitals when she '.’l‘.'T;_".;t,‘L!l and :'LM'{‘I:"[{_‘I:!I that she
had reformed them in a lew days. He abused Mr. Wreford,
the Purveyor-in-Chief, by name. He attacked army surgeons,
calling them ignorant and callous and alleging that they
refused to employ treatments which the French had proved
cuccessful, He gave specific instances of the ill-treatment of
troops by doctors, but ‘hese were rumour and not fact.

The harm done was incalculable. Other papers reprinted
Mr. Bracebridge’s allegations, and it was believed that Miss
Nightingale had insts ated a Press attack on the Army Medical
Department. Ed erything asserted of her by Dr. Hall was felt
to be -!'|~.II!-I'I'I.

“ When one reads such twaddling nonsense ', wrote Dr.
Hall to Dr. Andrew Smith, «« .¢ that uttered by Mr. Brace-
bridee and which was so much lauded in the ¢ Times * because

2300




She learnt that in the Crimea the kitchens which she had
inl:um{td with Soyer ha{l nof been built, supplies were still

being withheld from,

Shaw Stewart, the conduct of the

i -

nurses was still unsisfatbigmk In July she sent up a French
man-cook, to whos 'ﬁ"i b £100 a year out ol her own
PTi‘.'él.!r‘ income, Dt {hi 11

She !'E_'quf'r-!rd that the ineflfectual Miss Weare should be

ithorities refused to employ him.

relieved as Superintendent of the General Hospital. Dr.
Hall's reply was to appoint Miss Weare Superintendent of the
Monastery Hospital, a new hospital for ophthalmic cases and
convalescents, and ignore her request.

As she was bracing herself to gather strength and return to
the Crimea a fresh blow fell. "L'he Bracebridges wished to go
home. They had come to the end of their endurance. For
nine months they had shared the fearful sights, the horrible
«mells. the uneatable food, the insolence, the petty slights and
the perpetual rudeness. ‘Lhey had endured, toiled, sacrificed
themselves and vet—they had not been a complete success.
Their devotion was as strong as ever, Miss Nightingale’s affec-
tion as grateful. ** No one can tell what she has been to me ",
she wrote of Selina, but Selina had muddled the * Free Gift "
store, and Mr. Bracebridge’s relations with the officials were
increasingly unhappy.

He was an inveterate partisan, generous, honest, indiscreet,
crritable. Miss Nightingale said, * he wished me to liberate
my soul, as he calls it, and say as many disagreeable things as
I can®. He was elderly and the heat and flies of Scutan
affected his health. He had been in charge of the finances of
the expedition, and Miss Nightingale, though his integrity was
unquestioned, was by no means certain of the good order of his
accounts. Though she was barely convalescent she would not
hear of delay in the Bracebridges’ departure. Everything was
made easy. It was given out that they were going home for
a few months and would come back in the autumn, but she
knew they would never return. As soon as they sailed on July
28th she went back to her quarters at the Barrack Hospital,
retaining Mr. Sabin’s house and sending her nurses there by
turns to have a rest.

The medical authorities did not welcome her. They felt
that the state of the hospital was now satisfactory and her help

224
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the garrulous old gentleman talked about Miss Nightingale
putting hospitals containing three or four thousand patients in
order in a couple of days by means of the * Times’ fund, one
cannot suppress a feeling 1.1“'[]]!'[#.‘1!1;:-: for the man who indulges
in such exaggerations and pity for the ignorant multitude who
are deluded by these fairy tales.”

Angry as Dr. Hall was, he was no more furious than Miss
Nightingale herself. On November sth she told Mr. Brace-
bridge she wished for no “ more irresponsibility of opposition "
She objected in the strongest possible manner to his lecture,
** First, because it is not our business and | have expressly denied
being a medical officer . . . secondly, because it justifies all the
attacks made against us for unwarrantable interference and
criticism, and thirdly, because I believe it to be utterly un-
fair ”. Alas, the damage had been done, and it was irremedi-
able. She contemplated the wreckage of her endeavours with
despair.

“I have been appointed a twelvemonth today,” she wrote
to Aunt Mai, “ and what a twelvemonth of dirt it has been, of
experience which would sadden not a life but cternity. Who
has ever had a sadder experience. Christ was betrayed by
one, but my cause has been betrayed by evervone—ruined,
destroyed, betrayed by everyone alas one may truly say except-
ing Mrs. Roberts, Rev. Mother and Mrs. Stewart.  All the rest.
Weare, Clough, 5;1][55’;![!":‘, Stanley et id genus omne where
are they? And Mrs. Stewart is more than half mad. A
cause which is supported by a mad woman and twenty fools
must be a falling house. . . . Dr. Hall is dead arainst me,
Justly provoked but not by me. He descends to every mean-
ness to make my position more difficult.”

As if she had not enough to endure she was taken ill again
and forced to enter the Castle Hospital with severe sciatica.
Minus the pain, which was great, she wrote to Mrs. Brace-
bridge that the attack did not scem to have damaged her
much. ““1 have now had : that this chmate can give,

Crimean {ever, Dysentery, Rheumatism and believe myself

thoroughly acclimatised and ready to stand out the war with
any man.”

In a week she was up and working again, ignoring personal

ns as long as female nursing in military hospitals

o3 ]
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Ministry of Defence Library
(Central and Army)
L1ISTRY OF DEFENCE
0ld War Office Building
fhitehall, LONDON, S.W.1.

¥ liay, 1967

Dear Sir Gerald Templer,

Charles [olt Bracebridge was a Warwickshire landowner
who was born in 1799 and died in 1872, He and his wife
Selina were members of Florence Ilightingale's circle of
friends. The Bracebridges were typical representatives of
a group of people not uncommon in Victorian days - country
gentlefolk intergsted in measures for the improvement of the
conditions of the poor in this country and in the advancement
of liberal nationalist movements abroad., Bracebridge's
maein interest was inp the freedom of Greece, a country in
which he owmed propgffty. The JQLWQ”A\DE"' links with the
army arise from their association with Florence Nightingale,
whom they accompanied to the Crimea. They seem to have
possessed none of Florence Nightingale's practical ability
and appear to have given her rather more trouble than help.
Bracebridge was in fact somewhat of a busybody who considered
himself an authority on horse management, including that of
Army horses. His evidence before the Tulloch Committee
after the Crimean War aroused some resentment among the
military witnesses.

There is an excellent character sketch of Bracebridge
and his wife in Mrs. Woodham Smith's "Florence Nightingale".
I enclose photocopies of this and the aceounts lrs. Woodham
Smith gives of' the Bracebridge Crimean War activities,
together with some Tulloch Committee extracts.

i
Field Marshal Sir Gerald Templer, K.G., :
Biails, Bl ELBLE; . Dils0., D00,
12 Wilton Street
SeWals




I certainly agree that t l.All. is not the best
place for the original letter® I am sure la]j«=Gen.
Barnsley would like to have it for the I.A.M.C. Muniment
Room. Failing this the best place would probably be the
Nellcome Historical Medical Library which has a good deal
of mss material of Florence Nightingzle interest.

Yours sincerely,

.i:}szq
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