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This item has been conserved.
To ensure its fulure preservation
please handle it with care and follow
the instructions provided.
Alternatively ask a member of staff
for assistance

Thank you

Conservation and Preservation
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ANGLO-SAXON MEDICAL MANUSCRIPT

Early 11th century

At a time when Islamic culture was at its zenith and the centres of
medical and scientific knowledge were in the Near and Middle East,
England was the only European country which could boast of a scientific
literature in its own tongue. Very few Anglo-Saxon manuscripts have
survived, and of those few only a small proportion are of medical or
scientific interest.

This manuscript was used for the binding of a book printed at
Antwerp in 1558 which later came into the library of Lord Robartes.
Its importance was first noted in 1889 by Mr. Allnutt of the Bodleian
Library. This fragment must have belonged to the wvast quantity of
mediaeval manuscripts which were thrown out of the monasteries at
the time of the Dissolution and used for all kinds of menial purposes.
As Bishop Bale wrote in 1549, "Some they sold to the grossers and
sopesellers, and some over see to the bokebynders, not in small
nombre, but at tymes whole shyppes fulle, to the wonderynge of the

foren nacyons."

Purchased by the Wellcome Trust, December 11, 1956.
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