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THE

LITERARY DIARY:;

IMPROVED COMMON-PLACE-BOOK.

A commox-pLAcE-RooK is a Register, or orderly collection |a kind of promptuaries or storchouses, whercin to TEpOsiT
of things, which occur worthy to be noted and retaiocd in | our own ideas,” as well as the most valuable thonglts
the course of a man's reading or study; so disposed, as | of others, to be ready at hand when wanted. Various

that, among a multiplicity of subjects, any one may casily | plans have been laid down by different persomns ; but that
be found. which comes best recommended, is the method of that

CoMMON-PLACE-BOOKS are of great service ; they are | great master of order, Mr. Locke.

The ‘ﬁlﬂfr:':'ng direciions are (:'.'-'JILIJI_H sufficient to r.rl.'-Feu'n his method. T'fn;u are gipen enfire, i order that his r},-;g":l.,,J'
plan may be adopted by those, who profer i fo the 1Mprovep mMETHOD which is swgrested in the subsequend

observations.

DIRECTIONS. '

cod as if it wers

Bl = -
it 1 page, by writing the

ng the book, make the fipure on the top of the |

th

gued to ity and a multiplicity

In P

= serve for the nght h

as ahove directed, immelintely under the subject which is already

vl also :

every subject will have a double

ures will be aveided. il

When the dould

wer of the next blank

is most naturally
inl letber, | 1

2, Consider to what head the thing you wounld en

2, page is filled, write at the bottom, in the m
rd B8 1o be had o the in k

38 it bo the one joune-
for & dirsction ;)
mber of

referred ; in this hewd, or wond, reg

and the first vowel that follows it, which are the characteristic letters on | diately follow

in wh

which the whole use of the Index depends. and undemeath ihe head-wond, in the new page, write th

that from which the subject i

rought forward.
for Instance, woulidl note down & pasiage w ol refers to
B is the initial letter, and

Suppose
the lead He

the Tndex for the

ce a fresh double page, cnter it in the

for all worls whose first letter is B,
ishies, &ic.) =
e of the baok w

6. If the head-word be , boginming with o vowel, as

&cc, it should be e

4 MnoSvils

JSicence, Blessings, Dicm
to direct you i ved in the Index under A a, E e, &e.

have beon ente

t to comprehend
spects without confusion, we are aggured by Mr. I_,q_-|_.-,.r,
ars, he never found any

for under the

what von have ocen

in the mangin, and writing what follows within the
laead Ay stand out and show el that in all his «

deficiency or imperfectio

ectious, fo i series of v

0 his invention.

3. Should that double page be parily occupied by some word of the

ited, not sach ovents or precepts as ane gathered by reading, bat such remarks
ik I’_"“*"H\d:- those thomghis wh ¢ gemcrated in bis opn misd, and might be
o for immortality,—TOHNSON.

* Tha suthor of Hudibras had a Comman-placebook, in wisich ha had rep
inides, allusions, asemblags e . B8 dceasion promped, or
nsefally applicd to somve fwiare porpose.  Sach is ibe labour of these who wr
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E IMPROVED METHOD.

Tar high reputation which Mr. Locke's method has | number 2, &c) inserted in the margin, These
acquired, both in this country and on the Continent, is a | numbers should go on progressively through each general
strong testimony of its merit, Iis comprehensive Index | subject; but they must not be continued from one general
certainly unites two great requisites—simplicity of arrange- | subject to another. They serve to connect together, as well
ment, and facility of reference.  DBut these advantages are | as to point out, the writer's casual observations. They also
pattly counterbalaneed by the obseurity which attends such | enable him to make notes or comments on any matter in his
concise notices as his Index requires ; and by that want of | Common-place-book, by means of the reference which
connexion between the sub

‘..

15 of

e same page, which | they afford from one place to another. If & passage in

iz the ;IulrLIJ.'lE1,'r|||§|'r'il,'|'!'|1‘l.' of an indisc ]:l[1‘::}|:5|‘::|||:'lif‘:;] page 4, for instance, be commenteil upon n page 39,

ArTANgement. paragraph 48, these fig placed in the margin of
To secure the es, and correct the faulls of Mr. | page 4, opposite to that passuge, will be a suflicient indi-
Lockr's method, it is necesss

s

acdva

i separate books be | cation where such comment may be found,
appropriated to every important or general subject; or, that Analyses of ar

mentative or didactic works, occupy, in
the contents of the same book be distributed under certain | seneral, a considerable portion of every Common-place-

seneral heads. These general heads or subjects will of | book. By this improvement on Mr, Lockes method,

course vary, according as the inclination of every indi-
vidual leads him to prefer one branch of literature or
science to another ; but it is imagined, that the Tuble, whjch

utmost facility is afforded to this species of literary labour.

.]I]p,'_ '.l.'!'.lll_:r U.rJ]'L \\||;|_1,|,'\. or i: ||s', W i“ '.;ln"u. lll\(;_l © SOME One
]

or other of the heads in the Hl']'l':\'l.'ul.] Table : while the
is given in page 8, will be spfficicntly extensive for general | panticular Index takes cognizance of every individual fea-
use; at the same time that it affords room for the insertion | ture of it.  The Treatise which is subjoined to these remarks,
of any other minor divisions of a sulject, which may par- | is itself an excellent specimen of analysis.
ticularly interest the writer. In a separate Common-place-book may be copied the
In the use of this Table there can be no difficulty. The | most interesting and best written Letters, or paris of
number of the page whercon each general subjeet is begun, | letters, which every man receives in the course of his
must be specified in the line which that subject eccupies in | familiar correspondence.  These collections, judiciously
the Table. In general, no further reference will be requisite | made, and convenicently «
until the regularity of the numbers be interrupted by pages | the highest gratification.
dedicated to another general suliject. A part of the same book may be used as an Obituary of
Every general subject will of course embrace a number | private friends, with biographical memoirs of those with
of particalar topics. The subject of cach of these component | whom the writer is most intimately acquainted, It is a

anged, form a constant source of

parts should, where necessary, be expressed in the margin | relied to sorsow, at the time, to record every particular word
Iy an adequate word; which word should be referred to | and action of those who are the subject of it: It rescues
under its characteristic (viz, the first letter and first vowel) | their memory from oblivien ; and perpetuates those pleasing
in Mr. Locke's ruled Index. recollections and impressions, which time, and subsequent

Every original pari

aph should be distinguished with a | sceurrenees, would otherwise impair or destroy.

It is one advantage of the present plan, that it does not | Mr. Lockr's Index occupies too small to be of consequence.
interfere with any other arrangement. Even those who | It is then merely a blank paper book, the first pages of
prefer an alphubetical Index, wherein the title of every | which may be uppropriated to an alphabetical Index of one

subject may be registered at large, for which any prisfed | or two letlers on a page, according to the welination of the

is of course unnecessary, will find the space which | writer,

To use this book as & Diary, nothing more is requisite, | every paragraph, and cnter the |
than to date it re

cipal word of that note
o fo the rule

arly, and wrile strg

d down in the Ix-
:5;1_11“:1!_-: the arrancement of each ‘-l!lan_it':'[ under its rl.'.'i]“'i.'li.\'l.' rrovED Meronop., Connect the li.lh‘lll'l'ﬂ'l:i parts of the same
class.  Place the day of the month by itscll in the cemfre | subject together, by inserti

af a |i”._-’ that the collections of

2 in the margin, immediately
b day may be readily | under the note, the number of that

. T . - . ] "
.’!H-C_'Ill".:ih'd. .I"-l uke @ ?Hn'h""__:’-'.?.'h’lr note of EE'rL' bill-"_'li. cL 1.I:|-! 1.'l'."li1ll'll';tl|.

1
& c 1
aht forward, disre- | in the Index, accon

whercon it is




AN

ABRIDGMENT

OoF THE

AURIFODINA OF DREXELIUS,

By GEORGE 1

IORNE, D. D.

LATE BISHOF OF XORWICH.

m | 1 1 . - . - s
.[JII<= is an excellent tract on the necessity of aking notes 1o Wriking
of doing it is prescr

The memory is unfaithful, and the best memory cannat |

all. Awgustin complained of the many thi ngs he |

red himself to lose, and was obliged to seck after

them

Much time is lost in this way. Instances -.m-i

memery, who yet

aiven of learned men endued with gre

all assisted themselves by making collections —ergo notandim
el excerpendunt,
Pliny Secundus, the secretary of nature, a

ned to [J'I‘-'-:

15 erudition by this method, which he obscrved con-
d |

any thing without making extracts. While he was lying in |

stantly ; insomuch that his nephew tells us, he never

ihe sunshine ; at supper ; after supper; W hile he was bat Iz-!
ing: while he was dressing, fber legebatur, adnotabatur. |
Even while he was on @ journcey, an amanuensis wais w ith |
him : who wrote in gloves if the weather was cold. While
his nephew  was walking out for the air, he used that

memorable expression, poferas has horas non perdere—0O

ota s ef vava f—Cmmim

fr:.u!-:-r.-'r'.\ JUPSTERORUTAR, i ".':
:-'rrJ.'.l-'J_jr?l'r.'.r.l'u .l'tj'l.'u'n'rl'h'-"-'.:-.j-’i'-n’-e'.l‘r,rrefmr LeRtfHires,

Extracts are necessary, even to a poct, who works from

Lis imaginaticn. We see an example of this in i
Hugo, whose Pia Desuleria are an ingenious contextur

and the Fathers together ; out of which, when

the Scriptunes

he had collected, he made this excellent use.  Lxtracts arc

and soul of Aistory : and no history can be composed |

the life

Even orators must read, and

without previous notation.

ceollencies of others into their own

nobe, and tra thi
page.  Which of them all did ever arrive at the summit of
learning, without constant application to notes and extracts
L

Aristotle exceeded all that went before him ; but not wit

the making of infinite eollecticns from the books they had

left behind them. Amonz great divines, examples are given

of Augustin, Jeron, Cyprian, and Berpard ; and s

one, Drerelivs presses the inference, that noth

was, or ever will be done, without industrions notation. At

last he adds an example from his own eXpericnce, and pro-

| advantage and satisfa

tests, that he would not part with his notes for any price but

in order to profit by what we read'; and the manner
.,

that of heaven itself.  In displaying the profit of it, he ob-
it whatever subject was proposed, he could

sorves, I. 1
tell all the authors that had written upon it; even though
the subject were minute and out of the way. A friend
wanted to borrow his book : bul most authors are of use
only to those that have read them, He reckons a man

vz, if hie eould not talk an hour upon a subject. 2. In

preaching : If the Scripturcs were duly read and extracted,

2 man's store would never be exhausted. 3. For instructing

any person who comes to consult or ask. Particulars of

time and place can rarely be recollected without notes.
r subsist u his own stock, in case of sick-

any hinderance, or in time of age, when he

b. A many

ness, or under
must write, but cannot read. It is miserable to be running
to the baker, when we should be going to dinner : think of
the ant and the bee.  ‘The auther declares of himself, with

on he used the fruits Il|‘t|.!jf!_‘|' years

labour, and that, if his life were to lastever so long, his fund
would never be out.  He was a great example of his own
doctrine. 5. In all kinds of speaking and writing, he found

ge to write two books

hirself in readiness : and could eng

in a year on different subjects out of his exeerpta.  There is

little difficulty in building, when all the nccessary malerials
are ready at hand. 6. It is of exeellent use in conversation ;

keeps it from flag and places us above the necessity of
vain repetitions, such as women and ignorant persons fall
into for want of matter.

After the doctrine has been confirmed by testimonies and
examples, the author considers the reasoms. 1. It is
observed, that the attention is fixed better by writing and
noting, than by repeated readings. Dionysius of Halicar-
nassus reports, that Demosthencs transcribed Thucydides

cizht times. Jerom wrote over many volumes. 2. The

matter is decper impressed upon the mind.  In reading, the
eye wanders, and the judgment is less exact. Money is not
examined merely by looking at it: we rub it, and weigh it,
and sound it, to distinguish between the precious and the
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vile} and by a similar method we must distinguish truth
from error, and one style from another. 3. What is written
5 not furgotten— lifera scripta manet—as it was said in a
former chapter. 4. How many volumes, for the benefit of
the public, have been sent abroad from the mere industry of

collecting ! dnfique lectiones, Flovilegia, Hore subsecive,

Musarim horti, &e. §e. And it we find the collections of |

others so serviceable, how much more so will our own be !
When we ourselves are the collectors, our own: uses and
purposes are provided for; and we may derive more use
from one page of this sort, than from o hundred by another
person, who works according to his ewn views, not according
to yours; as every scholar will discover, who has any exer-
eise in this way : he takes only what suits him ; trning and
twisting every stream into his own channcl. (This teaches
how we are exposed when another person picks out a his-
tory for us.)
winter. ‘This is beautifully deser

5. The ant colleets in sminmer for her food jn

d and applied —itiomibus
o redifionibus eandem viam relegit millics, fatigari nescia

bryme infurias non mebwil, z'rfj'in'mru'rm.- hicmem non |:'gf'F
toferat, &c. The happy industry of the bee is described
with the same poetical elesance— Omnes apicule flores deli-
bant, cf velut judicio excerpunt
wec extrahunt wisi quod melioris
Hore deterins, araneis relinguunt.

-viofarim suaves divitios—
succt cst ; venenim quod i
Hire aputn sedulitas, et in
excerpendo studidam, wellis of cere fhesauris orbem apulentat.
Let us be as wise as they in our studies: ot us take the best
authors, and out of them the best things: otherwise, like
summer flies, we have neither 111|1'|r3,' Nor wax ; our conver- |

sation and writing 6. Notes forn

are poor and emply,

epitome, and contain the cssence of a libbrary, and willsu pply
the place of it: they will travel with us, where books are
difficult to be met with.,
book you are reading, and it is done for ever: you need
never turn it over any more.

Take what you want out of the

Incredible how us
volume may be compiled in how short a time! Your own

papers wiil always be found your best library.

Objections answered.—1. I have no design to write
volumes like Origen. 4. But the smallest thing cannot be

well done without it—lience we have so many fejune com-

positions—and when any public exereise comes in course,

not having dug, we are forced to beg and borrow.——
a

Another (Illlljl:'("ilirlij : that persons w ho wr ir_p_l neg

el the

| spend in reading without it, is thrown away.

use of memory, and so lose it. 4. This is not to set aside,

but to ;:-mi:nt:, the me

ry.; aml keeps it in exercise; for,
after all, you must remember when, where, what yvou have |
noted.  Assistance your memory must have, unless it is

universal, and you can carry off by heart the books of a

library ——3. Many, and they not unlearned, do not prac- |
tise this method. o, Make not those yOour p_\;_“"E;.h: who

ht road, but follow those who are in it.
They who do as well as they can without these helps, would

turn out of the st

do much better with them——4, The old philosophers de-|

livered to their scholars by car and memory., A, But they
wrote afterwards at home. The practice of all universities

5 an answer to t

, where they write down notes of the lee-

tures given to ther 4. You may lose your notes, s
then what becomes of your leamning ? 4. What if the sky
should fall ? the
thieves should have it? or to build houses, for fear they
should be burned?
[ may at-the worst have more left upon my mind, than Fou
who never wrote at all.—6. It will be trouble:

Do men avoid laying up money, for fez

And suppose I should lose my papers,

{0
carry them about. 4. If they are collected with judgment,
m'rurnlirn; to the method I teach, [|:|‘_1.' will never rise o a
great bulk : besides, you, who are so afraid of being over-
burthened, consider how many articles were camried from

place to place by every Roman soldier—cibum, wlensilia,

vallum, arma—and is not 1 i sort of warfare ¢

7. Itis a work of too much time.

A. Your time cannot be
better employed : and to some persons, all the time they
Marking the
book, as some people do, is & slovenly trick, and of little
use.——8. There are indexes. 4. Into which you will
often look without obtaining any satisfetion _‘|'|||-}- promise
great things, and often do little—Authors seldom make them
for tlll'lll"t'l'l'{"i—E‘l-].u['.l‘r' books have none—No index so zood

as our own, taken with the reading of the confext—It is too

: and
besides, it is part of the use of your own notes to direct

lnte 1o consult indexes when you are to write or speak

you what books to consult, and what indexes w0 go to.
Idleness is at the bottom of all these excuses: you read for
case amd pleasure, not for profit ; your remding is of no value
—It is not worth while to build a granary to lay up chaff.
There is no more benefit in reading a great deal, than in

areat deal :

eating a g the good is from what is propetly

digested. The work may have its trouble; bLut nothing
it.
of notir

valuable is obtained without Many of moderaite parts

become great by the practice

That is [J'!'I:IE:II,']']_'I.-'
your own, which is the result of your own observation : and
nobody can tell, but by experience, the pleasure with which
such a work is surveyed, both in its growth, and when it is

finished. The scholar enters into bis labours, as the bee into

its hive,

PART 1L

Tae rules by which our practice is to be guided, are
these following,

1. To enter upon the work early in Jife : the sooner we
begin, the inore we shall collect : musicians begin their notes
To

The great question is, What to take,

when they are children; but better late than never, 2.

do it '.'.'J.fl':l‘)lqr,fg‘r,:.'u.l.'-_’_

| and what to leave ? and the best way of seitling it, is to lay

in good principles of truth, (happy are they, thrice happy,
that find them,) and to propose some scope, some objects, at
which we aim more particularly. - 3. To do it continually
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—the pen should be always in hand—no book so bad, said | friends, Mecais do not profit, unless they are retained in the

Pliny, but some good to be found in it : and so ohserves our |

Mr. Herbert, where he treats of a parson’s knowledge.
Practice makes all things casy, and skill will come with use
—read no book quin excerpas. 4. Extracts should consist

and read over what you have written : no greater pleasure :
i man surveys his labours as he does the garden which he has
planted, and sces how plants flourish in their proper borders.

There is great profit in this, because it transplants things

from the book to the memory. 6. Always keep in view the |

end of your own studies—The philologist fixes on one thing,
the omator on ansther, the physician on another, &c. and the
theelogian on something different from them all. He will
b ?.]Ii:ll?:irl.;.{ of the places, illt-prv_rjr_lt'c, the tintes, the TICES, EFTOTS,
&e. with w

he will note it, as a thing suggested by the note heis taking.

h he is concerned ; if an improvement occurs,

The method. Every thing that is doue well, must be done
in some order. It was the method of Drexelius to divide all
his collections into three classes, which he called Lemmiata,
Adversaria, Historica ; of these he had one title for srered.
another for pr r_-,l'g'.'m' ; soin all he had six sortments. The
first comprehended what related to virtues and vices, and
subjects of conversation in common life: the second, wise
1
were all
referred to in three alphabetical indexes.  Every person may

sayings and notable things, ancient rites and customs. he

third, examples at large from history. These

choose his own method, with a good it

accommaodated.
When Drexelius was

sked by his friend Faustinus, how he
could do so much as he had done? he answered, The yerr
has 365 days, or 8460 hours: in so many hours great things
may be done—nulla dics, aulla hora sive finea—the slow tor-
toise made a long journey by losing no time. He had several
chaice -cu'!iil.-r.tb. for each of which he reserved a volume by
itsell’; and these he called works singnlaris in
were his Res Nummaria, which contained the whole hi

of money, and the wea

Story
lth of different aces and CIMpITes
his Lusus Urbani ; his Epitome of Barenius, Livy, Tacitus,
Cx

collection of words and sentences.

r, the two Plinys, and many others ;

his philelogical

PART III
Wuar authors we ought to read. 1. Every author who

2. Such :

15 the best in his way, hors as suit best with

our own genius. 3. The ancient writers arc generally to be

|.H'l.'1|-"l".'l"{| to modern.

How we ought to read. 1. Not to affect that rambling
sort of reading, which looks at every thing, but sticks to
nothing. 2. Te read an author through, from the beginning
to the end. 3. Not to read cursorily, but with meditation
and steadiness. The reasons are these. 1. A gainst rambling,

| is amused with variety, and. tastes of many things,
not of common, but of select things. 5. At times review |

wslriee ; such |

),
5 anda

stomach ; the wound will not heal, which is constantly in-
terrupted with fresh applications : the plants will not thrive,
which are too often transplanted,  The squeantish stomach
Many
persons read, as dogs drink out of the Nile, as they run, and
Not more [h:l]'l two Ill!t]!l‘_ﬁl‘;s
time. And in all authors
1. The matter or -subject,

therefore never profit much.
should be studied at the same
three things are to be observed,
with the drift of his argument.
construction of his sentences.
dence ; for not only poets, but orators also consider the
I the htl\'h‘ of an auther e

worils, style, and

3 numbers, and ca-
harmony of their periods.
gh, hobbling, and inharmonious, the reader is disgusted.
The memory will receive great help from method and

T

i|'|-'|ﬂ-g‘“"“-l.il?'ll- .“ljl'tlll.?ll. i% i|l|lll)}|. cyery lJ'Ii.II:’_[ in moemary

ordo anime memorie.  Nothing is so irregular in its nature,
but that method will reduee it to order, and make it portable
——aititiiin tnstar mikt ordoe ; without it we may as well write
on water or sand., It is not so clear what he means by
imigination ; but I suppose it to be, the frequent thinking of
a thing over again in the mind, by which means it will be =0
fixed as never to depart.  As the mind was made to contain
great things, let it not be overlogded with trifles.  Remembér
sin, to bewail it ; kindress, o return it ; death, to prepare for
it; mercy, to hope for it; wrath, to fear it; efernity, w
despise the world, and all temporal things—so. to '?I{-'J.T.
through things not to lose the th

temporal, as

128
eternal.
COXCLUSION.

Tue improvement of our time is the first consideration in
human life; for on time depends eternity. Nothing but time
can make a scholar or a divine ; and he that makes the most of
it, by some such method as is here recommended, is the wisest

man. Many ne

ver discover its value 1ifl they have lost it,
and would give the whole world, if they had it, to recover it
again. The only laudable avarice is that of our time: of
which there have been many great examples. Cato Uticensis
made it his practice to carry a book with him inte the senate-
house, that, instead of hearing idle talk, he might read till
business began.  Plate had Sophron, the poct of Syracuse,
laid at his pillow when he was dying. Abbas Dorotheus had
& book open while he was eating, and by his bed-side against
he waked, Bernard said, * Iet us talk this hour out: on
this hour eternity way depend.” Deware of thieves, but
especially of those who rob you of your time, for which they
can never make you any amends. Read, note, be vigilant, he
active, stock your memory ; let no hour or minute be without
its use. Magna wite pars elabifur male agentibus, marima
nibil agentibus, tota aliud agenfibus, 1. ¢, in deing what is

nothing to the purpose: Teach us, good Lord, so to value

?m' must settle somewhere before you can extract, He that | our time, and sumber our days, as to apply our fearts wnis
15 Hl‘.‘l‘ﬂj‘::. [l'ih'{'l.Jl:l'@. will have many landlords, but few | wigdom.
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