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MEDICAL MISSIONS.

Cnina, with its teeming millions, has gradually become the
“Ji et of unwonted interest in this busy stirring age ; so large
y portion of our globe, with the facilities now L:btdnu{i for con-
it intercourse, must of necessity open a wide and important
tield to various {‘].1 ses, all eager in search Uf:lﬂ‘.‘:mt:t;:-;-s hither-
to unknown3; and ‘u}ul[* the lm'g-.-r proportion are occupied in
seeking to obtain personal aggrandizement, a few there are, who,
having counted the cost, resign with the noblest and most un-
selfish feelings, every prospect, save that which religion and the
truest philanthropy can inspire. In this paper we especially refer
to those members of the medical profession who have relinquished
whatever might tempt, either, to the acquisition of wealth, or
celebrity, in their native land, for the sake of bestowing on China
the 3]f~m*ﬂtm of scientific medical and surgical practice, in con-
junction with, and as auxiliary to, the free and full proclamation
of the blessings of the {lf.:"ul:lLI llnlhnf_{ that many more may be
i.:e‘.m.ud to give Medical Missions a larger share of serious thought
and assistance, we transcribe an excellent article on the subject,
from the * British and Foreign Medico Chirurgical Review,” for
July, 1849, After some remarks recommendatory of a volume
of ¢ T:{‘LLIL]L‘:— on Medical Missions,” delivered at the instance of
I]I[‘ Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society, the reviewer Says,—
*There cannot surely be a doubt, but t]mt as a L:[;{l:; we have
not hitherto lived or acted up to the true and highest end of our
vocation or mission. Our thoughts have been so much absorbed
i the materialities of its pursuit, or in the ceaseless acquisition
of its merely intellectual details, that its loftier and more spiritual
bear n-rah‘nv well nigh been overlooked by most of us. Perhaps,
1mhlc] this charge might fairly be hmlwht against every up*l‘r—
ment r:[ secular annul-m, as studied and carried out in the
present day ; they are al Il too much followed as an end, not as a
means to a more remote and nobler ong, How admirably has
Bacon pointed ont and rebuked this fault, when speaking of the
impediments to the advancement of truth and science in his time.

s5tan

‘* But the greatest error of all the rest, is the mistaking or misplacing of
the last or furthest end of knowledge ; for men have entered into a desire of
learning and knowledge, sometimes upon a natural curiosity and inquisitive
appetite ; sometimes to entertain their minds with variety and delight; some-
times for ornament and reputation ; and sometimes to enable them to victory
of wit and contradiction ; and most times for lucre and profession ; andseldom
sincercly to give a true account of their gift of reason to the benefit and use
of men: as if there were sought in knowledge a couch whereupon to rest a
searching and restless spirit; or a terrace for a wandering and variable mind
to walk up nd r]r-“rl with a fair prospect; or a tower of state, for a proud
mind to raise itself upon ; or a fort or commanding ground for strife and con-
tention ; or a shop for profit and sale; and not a rich storchouse for the glory
of the Creator, and the relief of man's estate.’
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““ If such be the true end of all knowledge, how emphatically
s0 must it be of that branch of it whieh ]Jm!-. sses to teach us how
to soothe the sufferings and heal the diseases of our fellow-
ereatures | The Physician, indeed, who takes the Bible as the
oracle of truth and the guide of his life, eannot but feel the sa-
credness of his calling, and the deep responsibilities, but no less
lofty privileges, which it involves. And is there not something
very touching in the fact, that the Saviour himself appeals to his
warks of he: ling as one of the signs and evidences of his Messiah-
ship 7 ¢ Go and show John again those things which ve do hear
and see; the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” When, too, he
sent forth his disciples to preach the gospel, we read that he
commissioned them also to heal the sick, to cleanse the lepers,
to raise the dead, and to cast out devils, adding the admonitory
injunction, ‘ freely ve have received, freely give.” Do not these
things imply a hallowed union between the office of relieving
human suffering, and that of evangelistic teaching ? And is there
not therefore reason for believing, that if the *healing element,’
so to speak, in missionary enterprise, had been more earnestly
and steadfastly worked out than it ever yet has been since the
apostolic age, there might have resulted a larger amount of sue-
cess 1n the diffusion of the gospel in barbarous and heathen lands,
than has hitherto been gained ? Indeed, the good that has alre fuI}
been done by the few Medical Missionaries who have gone forth
within the last eight or ten years, (and to America belongs the
praise of having been foremost and most zealous in the work,)
fully warrants this belief, and affords at the same time the most
gratifying evidence, how much our profession has it in their
power to promote thfr highest welfare of the human race. How
can it be otherwise ? We all know the amazing power of active
disinterested philanthropy in disarming even the obstinate of
their prejudices, and In winning the confidence and esteem of
our fellow ereatures. The human heart cannot resist the force
of this talisman : do good, single-minded unselfish good,—and
men are constrained to love you., Now this is the very weapon
whereby it is sought to prepare the ground for the reception of
the g::mi seed of Christian instruction, in nations that are still
lying in heathen irnorance and superstition.

“ The Medical "I-I]nunnmn zoes forth on his lahmu‘a of mercy
among the sick, the wfm'nir and the wretched, in lands where

cat]]f:r science has bestowed its light, nor charity has eonferred its
blessing,—he invites all to come to him for relief, without money
and without price. The poor, unused to sympathy, flock to him
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from all quarters ; they have tried their own doctors, and pro-
bably besought their own Gods, but without avail : he heals or
relieves them ; their affection is won by the good he has done
them or their friends ; they regard him as a benefactor, and look
up to him as a friend ; he invites them to join with him in praise
and prayer to their common Father in heaven, from whom cometh
down every good gift, and to whom he ascribes all the glory ;
their hearts, warmed with gratitude, respond to the call ; the first
gleams of divine truth dawn upon their souls ; they feel the wish
to know more ; his advice direets and encourages them; they
have the gospel preached to them ; and thus they are led on
from step to step, until at length they are brought to the saving
knowledge of their Redeemer, and become missionaries them-
selves in their own humble sphere, and to their own families and
kindred, of the glad tidings of great joy which He came into the
world to proelaim.

“ This is certainly a glorious field for exertion ; it rests, in a
great measure, with medical men, whether it be rightly and
efficiently occupied. Our privilege, as well as our duty, is great.
We ean all aid the good work in some way or other; to engage
in it will dignify and exalt our profession ; the objeet is an en-
nobling one; the present time is most favourable; the reward
1s sure ; for beneficence, like mercy, is ever

¢ twice blessed,
It blesseth him who gives and him who takes.’ *'

The extension of such sentiments in the Medical Profession is
matter of sincere thankfulness to those who have been labouring
for the support of these Missions ; and while from that body they
must seek for labourers, they most naturally look for support
also, though the work obviously commends itself to the entire
Christian Church, irrespective of name or party.

=¥ The Chinese Association” greatly needs an inerease of funds to
susfain the r.l_li'.lr’.i"n'.lh'r_.r.'."n' (fl.l".,".n".':'_,f;.l.i.e'}' f'_'_-;'_.-_,r.i'.l'_v.-"; Medical Missionarics now labouring
inn Clliina, Subseriptions and Donations will be ﬂpﬁffﬁﬂu&fhﬁy;?vrth E?
Mrs. B. Smith, Iry House, Hackney, Treasurer to the Association ; and by
the Seevetary, Miss Kirkpatrick, 8, Brookshy's Walk, Homerton ; also by Mrs.
Charles, 23, Endsleigh Street, Tavistock Square, Treasurer to the North- West
London Branch Association; and Ms. Potter, 31, Newington Placs, Kon,
nington, Treasurer fo the Smuh London Branch .'!-E.'x'rlr'-'.r-'!'-r-l'..'.-'i-_; by Messrs, Bor-
ciay, Bevan, Tritton, and Co., Lombard Street, and Messrs, togers, Olding,
Snarp, and Co., Clement's Lane, Bankers ; and Messrs. Jackson and Walford,
18, St, Pawl's Churchyard. ' :

Jy COVENTRY, PRINTER, HACKENEY
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THE UNIVERSAL EXTENSION
OF THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

a8 —

“The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea’ . —IsA1am, ix, O,

The subject appointed, by the Evangelical
Alliance, for consideration this day is “The Found-
ation, Security, and Universal Extension of the
Christian Church.”

I do not propose to discuss the whole of so broad
a subject, but shall confine myself to that portion
of it which the text suggests viz:—The Universal
Extension of the Christian Church.

We know its foundation, we know its security.
We know that it is a house that is built upon a
rock, and that however fiercely the rains may
descend, and the floods come, and beat upon that
house, it will not fall, for it is founded upon a
rock. That rock is Christ. “Upon this Rock I
will build my Church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.”

With firm confidence then in the imperishable
foundation, and impregnable security, of l'hv Chris-
tian Church, let us look forward to her final
triumph.

Having watched and waited long for the
morning, lvt us lift up our eyes to see 11 there are
not some signs of coming [l*‘t\' Let us look along
the 1mr1mn to see whether there are notsome beams
of light ‘-truaunm-'-* up on the brightening sky, the
sure harbingers of a coming glm Vi W 1u,tl1Lr indeed
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the Sun of Righteousness is not already arising with
healing in his beams. And even if we do not yet
discern, so much as we desire, of the licht of this
rising, we shall eertainly find enough to encourage
a firm faith that it will in due time appear, and
shine into every corner of this dark world: even as
at midnicht we feel sure, that in due time the
morning sun will blaze in the Eastern sky. We
shall ecertainly find enough upon which to build a
sure belief, that the Religion of Him who died on
Calvary as it is the only true, will ultimately be the
Universal Relicion of mankind.

That the Christian Relirion will pecome thus
universal, I shall attempt to show by arguments
drawn from three sources; First:—From its univer-
sal character, and perfect adaption to human need.
Second:—From Scripture. Third:—From History.

e e o T

I.

From its universal character, and perfect
adaption to human need.

Differing from all other relizions, in that they
never rise to the sublime idea of one relicion for
all the world, it broadly declares, that God “hath
made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell
on all the face of the earth”, It thus comes alike,
with its blessed provisions, to the rich and the poor,
the high and the low, the learned and the iznorant,
to man and woman and child. It knows neither
(Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free,
but all are the children of one father, and that
father is God. Thus, in its recoenition of the
fatherhood of God, and the unbroken brotherhood
of all the human race, from the beginning to the
end of time, it finds a broad basis of union for all
the nations of the earth, and furnishes hoth reason
and motive for every human duty. “Thou shalt
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love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength” is a duty that springs nafurally
from a relation, ]il-ut as real as that of father and
child; and the lcqnuvmu:ul ‘Thou shalt love thy
neichbour as thyself” from a re Jation as real as that
which binds the members of a f: mmily together. “On
these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets”. Suc h is the broad foundation on which
our religion plants its elaims of duty upon all the
Lumhq.a of the Earth. From the lurull 1o obligation
of these claims. not one individual of the human
race is excluded, and in this fact, I I"ln-:l an indica-
tion that God desiens the Christian Religion to be
universal. For had he not designed it to be uni-
versal. he would not have made its claims thus
universal.

A still farther ground of belief in its universal
extension is found in its penfect adaption to fiu-
man need.

That religion which meets the wants of the
race, must in the end prevail. Had all mankind
from the beginning, been faithful to the claims of
duty, there had been no need of a Sav iour, a Bible,
a resurection, or a judgment day, DBut alas for
human weakness, and for human sin, the first
parents of the human family turned their faces
away from God, and duty, and the light of heaven,
to follow after "-;11.5111 dr: wﬁmrrthvn poste rity with
them, to stumble, in blindness and darkness, along
his erooked ways. And so it has come to pass
that all along the ages, for 6,000 years, a mourn-
full wail of sorrow has gone up to heaven, wrung
from aching hearts, by their agony of sin and suf-
ferine. “And the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now”. The earth
is eursed. Thorns and thistles cover the ground.
And, from this ground with toil and pain, a susten-
ance is drawn for those whose desolate hearts are
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bearing the weight of a still more fearful curse.
Passion rules instead of duty, and every form of
wickedness finds its willing slaves. Hatred takes the
place of love, and the world’s long history is written
with human blood. “Darkness covers the earth
and gross darkness the people™.

And yet this darkness is not so deep as to hide
the consciousness of guilt and misery. Men know
their sufferings, and enough of light, and of con-
science, and of knowledgestill remains to teach them
of their sin and weakness. Wretched slaves, they
feel their bondage but helplessly rattle their chains.
Conscious of their sins, all along the centuries they
have built their temples, brought their offerings,
and slain their victims, in the vain attempt to meet
the demands of unappeased justice, and all the
time with more or less of dark suspicion of the real
truth that “it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins.” The human
mind does not recognize, in such things, an ade-
quate satisfaction for sin, furnishing sufficient
ground for forgiveness and reconciliation with God.

And so the Pagan nations still, notwithstanding
all their efforts, in a darkness of great horror,
wander along the highway down to death, with no
hand to lift for them the veil that hides the life
beyond. Hope turns away her face, and Despair
waits, by the bed of death, to seize with iron grasp
his wretched victims.

Now it was to relieve just such misery as this,
that Christ the Son of God came down from heaven
to earth. Forgiveness was that for which a race
was groaning in pain; and forgiveness founded
upon a satisfaction, made to the demands of God’s
righteous law, which the human conscience could
recognize as sufficient.  And, so “it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead, on the
third day, and that repentance, and remission of
sins, should be preached, in His name, among all
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nations, beginning at Jerusalem”.

The simple fact that the Christian Religion,
and that alone, meets this ereat and universally
felt need of the human soul,—a need which so long
as unrelieved, effectually bars that soul from satis-
fying happiness,—is itself a suflicient ground upon
which to predicate the final trivimph of this religion.

But the world feels its suffering, as well as its
sin, and therefore fecls its need of sympaély and
love. In the wide compass of human language,
there is perhaps no word that comprehends more of
the heart’'s deep yearnings than this word lore;
and that not alone in its relations to men, but
also in its relations to God. Now Christiamity
is, by distinction, the religion of love. Other re-
ligions are founded upon fear, the corner stone of
this 1s love. This is the very essence of its life,
In 1its teachings, this one word, as we have already
seen, sums up the whole compass of f human duty;
and it sums up the whole being of God. 1n‘l.'lwil God
would eive to man his own definition of himself,
he inspired his apostle to write what!—write it
that it mieht send thrills of joy through millions
of human hearts; write it that it might throw its
licht on the darkness of all coming ages; write it
that it mieht stand as God's revealed truth forever,
write 1t, yes write 1t down “ God ig love” love in
the very essence of Iis being. It was love thaf
had compassion upon a ”'11[11\' and suffering world ;
it was love that brougzht the Saviour down to earth;
it was love that made him a man of sorrows .m:l
acquainted with grief; it was love, infinite love that
poured out those tears and that sweat of blood in
dark Gethsemane; it was love that reared the eross
on Calvary; it was love that built those blessed
mansions of rest on hich.

And, in the experience of the individual
Christian ; it is love that watches over his course
from its beginning to its end; it is love that puts




(6)

the arm of strength under his weakness; it is love
that shines upon his darkness; it is love that com-
forts his sorrow ; it is love that makes his dying
chamber the very gateway of heaven. Yes, God
is love, and in this precious truth our souls find
rest, and joy, and peace. “He maketh us to lie
down 1n green I'I-Il"\t]llﬂ'q He leadeth us beside the
still waters.” “He maketh us to drink of the river
of His pleasures.”

Let us farther consider that the two words
forgiveness and love are not only the fit expression
of human need, but they express, I think, the swmn
of human need. TFor what can possibly be lacking
to him, whose sins are forgiven, and who is assured
of the constant love of Him, who has all the re-
sources of heaven and earth at His command, and
who has declared that He “will withold no good
thing from them that walk uprightly.”

The fact that the Christian Religion fully, and
satisfactorily, meets these great needs of the human
race, and that no other relizion does, is a solid
ground upon which to base the belief of its uni-
versal extension, No other religion like this builds
itself upon the fatherhood of God, and the unity
of the whole human race; no other relizion like
this provides a satisfaction for sin, which commends
itself to the human conscience as sufficient ; and
no other religion brings such a lﬁ:m]mﬂn qi!ll] love
as that of the man Christ Jesus, With this three-
fold cord then let us bind to cur hearts the com-
forting assurance that the Church, for which we
labor and pray, will ev entually fill the whole earth,
going forth fair as the moon, ‘clear as the sun, and
terrible as an ar my with banners, until every ene-
my is overthrown, and she stands in her glorious
beauty, her matchless purity, and her peerless
grandeur alone.
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A second reason for belief in the universal
extension of the Christian Religion, is the testi-
mony of Seripture.

The Bible most c¢learly declares that this re-
ligion actually will do, ﬂmt which we have seen it
is ad: 1pted to do. I]m earth shall be full of the
knowledee of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea
The grand vision of prophecy is that of a Messiah,
who will establish, in the earth, a glorions king-
dom, to be both universal and everlastine.
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Tim and
given Him a n: ume which is above eve ry name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow of
things in ]wnrn, and thmrm in earth, and thinegs
under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord; to the glory of
God the Father.”

This 18 the burden of pmp} 1ecy, beginning with

he promiseof a Saviour in Eden, and revealed with
{_'{Jil.wl ntly inereasing clearness through all the
Seriptures. The promise made to Abraham, and
twice repeated was “In thy seed shall all the fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed.” That this seed was
the Messiah is clear from Paul's declaration. “And
the Seripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the heathen through faith, preached before the
cospel unto Abraham saying In thee shall all na-
tions be blessed.”

The Psalms make frequent reference to the
universality and permanence of Messiah’s reien.
“ Ask of me and I shall #ive thee the heathe n for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.” * All the ends of the
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before
ﬂ]t‘i.‘-h

“ He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and
from the river unto the ends of the earth.”
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“ His name shall endure forever, His name
shall be continued as lone as the sun, and men shall
be blessed in Him. All nations shall eall Him
blessed.”

Whole pages might be filled with glowing de-
scriptions from the ]’ml]hl*tm illustrating the same
thingz, but they are familiar to you all, and T will
content myself with quoting two passages from the
book of Daniel ; “And, in the days of these kings,”
(that is the kings of Rome) “sh: 1 the God of hea-
ven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroy-
ed. and the kinedom shall not be left to another,
but it shall break in pieces, and consume all these
kinedoms, and 1t shall stand forever.”

T saw, in the night visions, and hehold one
like the Son of man, came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom that all people,
nations and lancuaces should serve him : his domi-
nion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed.”

The Messiah, when he ecame, answered to all
that propheey had declared concerninge him. The
ecospel which he preached was a world- wide cospel.,
He came to bring peace on earth, and good will to
men, not to men of any particular class, or age, or
nation: but to men, to the whole race of men.,
Nignifying what death he should die he said “ And
Tif I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me”’, He saw of the travail of his soul
and was satisfied. Beyond his humiliation, beyond
his life of poverty, of suffe rine and of shame, be uJ]Hl
his "'HI:H]II]I]UII‘H wmd painful « death he clearly saw
his crown of final triumph. e saw all his enemies
put beneath his feet, and all nations coming and
bendine low at his footstool. He knew that, not-
withstanding its seeming weakness, his church was
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secure, for it was built upon the Rock of Ages, and
the gates of hell should not prevail againstit. His
language to his disciples, ere he passed up to hea
ven was in accordance with this knowledee. J_H
power 1s given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore and teach all nations baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son. and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have urmmmdwl yvou: and lo I am
with you alway, even unto the e nd of the world.”
To every sin or sor:ow stricken soul, his I: imnguage 1s
“Come unto me a’l ye that ld]}{}l‘ and are Iu“n‘ﬁ.‘ la-
den, and I will give you rest.” “And the Spirit and
the bride say come. And let him that heareth say
come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will let him take the water of life freely.”
Thus do the Seriptures, both of the Old and the
New Testament, represent the Christian Religion
as a religion dLatlu{‘d to win universal dominion in
all the Lglll}.l.

e e

3ok

A third ground of belief in the universal ex-
tension of the Christian Church is found in her
treasured history; a history of eighteen hundred
years of faith, and of patience, and of trial, and of
conflict, and of glorious triumph.

All along these years, are hune the banners of
victory. If we come to have confidence in an army,
which has been victorious in a hundred battles,
that ground of confidence we have in the triumph
of L]nnmuutf for she will never have any fiercer
battles to wage, than those, in which, she has
already cc:nnqm-rul She will never meet with
haughtier pride and prejudice, than, in her early
history, she met with in the Pharisaic Jew.
She will never meet with more contem pt from vain
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philosophy, than she encountered in ancient Greece.
She will never feel the pain of hotter fires, than
those which blazed, when one after another, Rome’s
fierce Emperors did their best to burn out her life
forever. And she will never meet with more sav-
age ferocity, than she found in the hordes of Cen-
tral Europe.

But, in every one of these fields, and with every
human probability against her, she came off, in the
end, grandly triwmphant. That was a sublime
faith that lived in the hearts of the two first mis-
sionaries Paul and Barnabas, when, with weary
footsteps, they climbed the rough and dangerous
passes that led from the shores of the Mediterra-
nean to the uplands of Asia Minor to “preach the
unsearchable riches of Christ.” And gloriously
has that faith been vindicated. Paul himself lived
to preach the gospel at Ephesus, at Athens, at Cor-
inth and at Rome ; the great centres at that time
of earth’s learning and commerce and political
power. Paul died; died by the sword of the exe-
cutioner, but the gospel which he had preached
lived : lived and won its way ; won its way, though
wealth and learning and the power of earth's
strongest government were arrayed against it; won
its way, in spite of the long and eruel persecutions
of its bitter enemies; won its way, though it had
no earthly armor for its protection and no carnal
weapons for its conquests; won its way by the
simple power of its truth and its love ; won its way,
until that old Roman Empire came and bowed
down before it, cast off the bondage of its long
idolatry, and then rose up and declared itself a
Christian nation. This was the gospel’s first grand
triumph.

It had shown its ability to cope with the pride
of human learning, and the strength of political
power, it remained to show how it could conquer
savage ferocity. All Central and Northern Europe,
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furnished a field sufficient |,"" broad. and suflicient |_\'
difficult, for such a demonstration. Ere lone. from
the dark forests of those little known FECTONS, CAIne
swarm after swarm of fierce barbarians, in count-
less multitudes, pouring down, like destroying ava-
lanches, upon the empire of Rome, until they
crushed out its life. But they could not erush out
the life of the Christianity that had been planted
there, for the sources of that life were on hich,
beyond the reach of the malice of earth or of hell,
[t lived through centuries of darkness, of trial, o
danger and of storm; lived until, charmed by its
loveliness, the wild and murderous savace threw
down his weapons of death, and weeping for his sins
bowed low at the foot of the cross.

And it isliving still.  All Europe to-day,—Eu-
rope the home of learning and of power ; Europe, re-
deemed from idolatry and barbarism. and w mwhlpv
ping the one living and true God, stands to day a
sublime monument of the power of the U:t]himn
faith.

The ocean did not stop the progress of Christian
civilization in its Westward course. Tt planted itself
on the shores of a newly discovered Continent, and
there gave birth and still gives life and energy to a
great and growing nation. Sweeping in two cen-
turiesacross this broad Continent, it has built another
imperishable monument of its POWer,

And now, crossine another wide sea. it ecomes to
stand face to face with the hoary superstition and
idolatry of this oldest and most populous mnation
of earth. Ilere, on these goreat heathen fields,
comes to I'||:-1|i| its lines of battle with llll‘c'lii'l.ill':i‘ill'_‘"
lines of that same Christian eivilization. which
presses Eastward from Europe. in one grand cam-
paign for final vietory. And that vietory is sure.
Just as surely as there is a God in heaven. or has
been a Saviour on earth, just so surely is the time
Lhastening on, when the idols of China and of India
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and of all Asia and Africa andof the islands of the
sea shall be trampled in the dust. ““And the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.”

If we stand and eaze at the sun, we cannot see
that he changes at all his place in the sky, but if
we oo out in the mornine, and then acain at mid
day, we are instantly conscious of the change. Just
s0 we may mistake in regard to the progress of the
Christian Church, if we fix our attention too
intently upon its present work, without bearing in
mind its position in the past. 1 wish therefore to
institute a comparison between its position eighty
vears aco, and its tmuiﬁun now, in recard to ag-
eressive work, and then refer, as concisely as
possible, to what it has accomplished during that
time.

[n the first place then, I eall attention to the
fact that in the vear of our Lord 1790, with the
exception of the Society of the Moravian Church,
and that for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts, all the great Protestant Missionary
Societies not only had not planted a single chureh,
or baptized a single convert, in heathen lands, but
hatd not yel themselves an existence, ri\:-tl;[j.'
thirty three of these Societies in Europe, and fifteen
in the United States, are constantly giving their
contributions. their labors., and their earnest
prayers, for the establishment of the Christian
Church in every corner of the earth. And this
fact is valunable not only as an indication of the
work that is eoing on, but also of {he enfire
change of feeling that has taken place in the
church itself.

When Carey, the pioneer of modern missions,
first proposed, in & meeting of ministers at North-
ampton, to diseuss :—*The duty of Christians to
attempt the spread of the gospel among heathen
nations” the venerable Dr. Ryland sprang to his
feet in utter astonishment exclaimineg ** Y oung man
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sit down, when God pleases to convert the heathen
he will do it without your aid or mine;” and the
aced and more influential ministers eenerally
endeavored to dissnade him from what they con-
sidered so visionary a scheme. In London he
found only one minister, the venerable John New-
ton, tosympathize with him. And, when the earnest-
ness of his efforts had succeeded 1n effectine the
oreanization of a Mission Society, he promised to
embark for any portion of the earth, where they
thoaght best to send him, upon a confribution of
£15 2/06d. This was however soon much inereased.
Four years after, in 1796, when two overtures
were laid before the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, recommendine the establis]-
ment of a Foreign Mission, the scheme was
denounced as “illusive,” “visionary,” “daneerous.”
and rejected mainly on the eround *that it
was improper and absurd to propagate the zospel
abroad, while there remained a sinele individual at
home without the means of relicious knowledoe.”
One clergyman asserted that *to spread abroad
the knowledge of the rospel among  barbarous
heathen nations, seemed to him highly preposterous,
inasmucii as it anticipates, nay reverses the order of
nature. Men must be polished and refined in their
manners, before they can be properly enlichtened
in relieious truths.” Another pronounced Mission-
ary Societies to be “highly dangerous to the eood
order of society.” .
The beginning of missionary effort in the United
States was not less forbidding. It beean in the
hearts of a few earnest Christian students in
Williams College. They formed themselves into a
Hrn-i:'1}' whose 2nd article reads thus —*“The
H].Jj1‘l'| of this -'""l:]['il‘1_‘n.' shall pe to effect in the
persons of its members a mission or missions to the
heathen.” Then listen to Article 4.— e e
wlence of this Sociely shall be kept secrel.” "-'|I|'|||1'L'Er
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Omne of {he number, more than twenty years after,
roason as follows:—*The reasons for secrecy

e possibility of failure in the enterprise,

IV S the
were th
];J-.-'."'J,-"-.-' .f.-l,',.r-,-.-'.r'.-,l,-' -"',u'r.l-‘.-i ."';'.»'."n'lf,i faj.-.nllf.-.-'.'.n'r'f.l" fo s IItI.illZ‘I'
these eircumstances, modesty required us to conceal
our association, lest we shonld be thoueht rashly
imprudent, and so should injure the cause we
wished to promote.” This Society resulted however
1 the establishment of the American Board of
Foreion Missions, two years later, and the appoint-
ment at once of five missionaries. But notwith-
standine the ureent need of funds for sendine these
men ont and maintaining them, the income of the
Board for the first vear wasonly onet housand dollars.

All this was only sixty yearsago. But, during
that time. Missions have spoken for themselves, and
the quest on 1o loneer is whether to send the '_';-:1:4]191
to the heathen at all, but only how most effectually
men and means can be proy ided for carrying on the
eood work,

[ notice a second change that has taken place
durine the present Century wviz: The different
aspects of the Governments of the earth 1n relation
to mission work.

When the first missionary soecieties were form-
ed,the question was not only shall we send mission-
aries forth but whither shall we send them. Either
from the savare character of the people, or the
action of rovernments, the w hole world seemed
literally closed. The islands of the sea were can-
nibal. where men were devourine each other like
beasts of prey. Mahommedanism closely guarded
her doors of approach, and held the penalty of death
over those who dared to forsake her faith. The ereat
empire of China, and the neiehboring country of
Japan, were closed, by the action of their govern-
ments, as securely as thoueh locked with bars
and bolts of iron: and India, fhoueh under the
control of a nominally Christian Company, was not
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yet prepared to tolerate the introduection of Chris-
tianity there.

This last mentioned country was the first oreat
field of Modern Missions, It was here their infancy
fought out its struggle for existence, not only
against heathen superstition, and heathen hate, but
also against the hostility of a Government which
ought to have given encouragement and protection.
Fortwenty lone years, that Government persisted in
regarding missionaries as “inferlopers,” without
any legal right of residence, and liable to be deported
at pleasure.

Carey went out to India on a Danish vessel
because the East India Company would allow no
missionary toeo out in their vessels, The next com-
pany, six years later, embarked upon an American
vessel, and on arriving at Caleutta, reported them-
selves as Christian missionaries proceeding to the
Danish town of Serampore. Capt. Wickes was in-
formed that “instructions had been issued to refuse
permission to enter his vessel, unless the four mis-
sionaries appeared at the police office and entered
into engagements to return forthwith to England.”
This interdict was afterwards removed, as the mis-
sionaries had already placed themselves under the
protection of the Danish Governor.

Seven years later Capt. Wickes brought out two
more English missionaries Messrs. Chater and Ro-
binson. He received notice that he would not be
allowed to leave port, unless he took the two mis-
sionaries back. The missionaries had put them-
selves under the protection of the Danish Govern-
ment at Serampore. Capt. Wickes therefore re-
sponded that “the detention of an American vessel
would be at once made known to the Government
at Washington and become the subject of a serious
remonstrance with the Cabinet of England;
and moreover, that the abstraction of two oen-
tlemen from Serampore, after they had been received
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under the special protection of the Danish Govern-
ment. would lead to a very disagreeable discussion
hetween the courts of Copenhagen and London.” In
reply to this, he received an unconditional port
clearance ; but a letter was at the same time sent
to the two missionaries informing them that ““they
could not pe allowed to remain in the country.”

In June 1812, Messrs Judson and Newell and
their wives. the first missionaries to India from
the United States, landed at Serampore. Three
colleagues shortly arrived, and also three English
missionaries, in the ship Harmony. In spite of
every remonstrance, orders were issued for the de-
wortation of these eight missionaries. Mr Judson
and his wife, hunted like malefactors, escaped after
many difficulties in the Creole bound for Mauritius.
Some of his colleagues fled for the time to Bombay.
Mr. Newell and his wife found refuge in the Isle
of T'rance. Mrs. Newell landed only todie. Worn
out with trial and suffering, she passed away, with
Christian joy and triumph, to those blessed man-
sions “where the wicked cease from troubling and
the weary are at re:t.” Her life, though finished
at the early age of nineteen, was not lost to the
Church or the world. To this day pilgrims visit
her lonely grave to kindle, by the memory of her
sacrifice, the fires of new devotion upon the altar
of their own hearts.

In reeard to the three English missionaries it was
resolved to send them home in the fleet, then under
despatch; that the passage money allowed to each
should be £40; and that they were to mess with
the cunner. No provision was made for their
families, nor was any notice of the action of Gov-
ernment sent them until a fortnight before the
time they must sail. Two found means to pay a
decent passage for themselves and left the Country.
The third Mr Lawson was brought before the
magistrate and ordered to sign his name to a pa-
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per | pledging himself to embark in a ship then ly-
ing at anchor. This he refused to do, and was there-
fore led like a felon though the streets of Caleutta,
and locked up in prison. It so happened that just
at this time, the Governor General was much in-
terested in the ;:rvpm'dii[m of Chinese type. This
opened a door of relief; for Mr Lawson could cut
type beautifully. His mechanical skill was turned
to account, Driven away or locked up as a mis-
sionary, he was allowed to remain unmolested as a
“ Punch-cutter.’

About this time it was necessary that the Char-
ter of the East India Company should be renewed,
and there were noble Christian men determined 1f
possible to secure in the new Charter, the toleration
of missionaries. Wilberforce was their leader in
the House of Commons. Their earnest efiorts, in
concert with the Secretaries of the Mission Boards,
were however unavailing, and the measure introdu-
ced by the Ministry contained no reference to
missions. It was the ceneral opinion of Anglo Ind-
ians, that any lttr:rnl]{ to evangelize India would
cost England the loss of that empire. Wilberforce
supposed that nine tenths of the members of Par-
liament would vote against any motion the friends
of relicion miecht make. Somethine oceurred to
prevent, for a few weeks, the passage of the India
Bill which gave W ilberforce, and those acting with
him, time to appeal to the tribunal of public opinion.
The voice ef England, speaking not through her
Parliament, or her East India Company, but
through hernoble Christian people, gave no uicertain
sound. Says Marshman in his Life of Carey, “For
more than eight weeks the two Ilouses were over-
whelmed with a flood of petitions of which there
had been no previous example. They streamed in,
nieht after night, from all parts of the kingdom;
and Lord [,.1-tl:_rs_* weh was 1‘&*1:01’11:11 to have said
one night, as they pUurLd in apparently without
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end © This is enough Mr Fuller)” An unwilling
Parliament bowed to the voice of an indignant peo-
ple. Christian Missions, in all their se eming weak-
ness. had in the lone contest won the battle and,
so far as legal permission was concerned, India was
open for the spread of the Gospel. But foleration
did not mean encouragement. The spirit that at
one time had ordered * that the preaching in the
chapel in the Chitpore road should be immediate 2y
discontinued, and that no publications should issue
from the Ser: Ampore press of a nature offensive to
the religious prejudices of the natives, or directe rl
to the object of converting them to Christianity
that at another time had directed the missionaries
“not to preach to the natives, nor to allow the con-
verts to preach, nor to distribute books or tracts,
nor to take any ste P to induce the people to em-
brace (,llllhlltlnil} that spirvit was nol dead. The
Government still threw the weight of its influence
on the side of heathenism and idolatry. It de-
clared that the Koran and the Shastras might be
taucht in the schools, but the Holy Bible must be
excluded, and the name of the Saviour carefully
expurgated from every book that was used. 1t
took the shrines of India’s idols under its special
protection and care. In the Madras Pre sidency
alone, it managed more than 8,000 temples, with
all their estates, and there so late as the year of
our Lord 1852 paid §750,000 for repairs of temples,
for makine and consecratine new idols, and for
priests, idol ears, musicians, painters, watchmen
and dancing women. Says Dr. Mullens Secretary
of the London Mission Society. *European officers
joined in salutes to idols. Villagers were sum-
moned to draw the idol cars by order of the Col-
lector, and were whipped by the native officials, if
they refused. In Ceylon, all the chief Buddhist
priests were LI.EFIHJ'IH'[{[[ by Government, and ex-
penses for ‘devil {luums,’ continued at Randy for
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seven days, were paid as per voucher * For Her
Majesty's Service.” 1t 1s not necessary to go farther
into painful particulars.

From the past let us turn to the present,
doubly pleasing from the contrast. How do the
Powers of the Earth today stand related to Chris-
tianity? Within the last fifty years China, Japan,
[ndia. the Mahommedan countries of Western Asia,
as well as thie dwelling places of the savage can-
nibal, have been thrown wide open for the intro-
duction of the gospel. And God has accomplished
this very much by means of the powers of Christian
Governments. 1tisnosmall elementin forecasting
the world’s future, that to day the great centres of
commercial influence, the hichest seats of learning,
and the sceptres of dominion, are in the hands of
Protestant Christian nations. God uses these na-
tions, and he purifies them too by fire.

[t was the terrible Sepoy rebellion that opened
the eyes of England to the results of her policy in
[ndia. When 100,000 pamperedSepoys, whose fool-
lish system of caste and superstitious prejudices
had been cuarded with morbid sensitiveness, dis-
ciplined by English officers and with English arms
in their hands, rose as one man against their mas-
ters, and that too on a question of their own su-
perstition, which a knowledge of Christianity would
have corrected, and when at the same time among
the thousands of rebels, "ﬁ.'l'll:]*leEI'II'El the mutineers,
not a single native christian was found, nor a man
who had been educated in a mission school, England
saw her mistake, but so late that she atoned for i
with the blood of many of her bravest officers and
soldiers. "The Earl of Shaftesbury thus refers to this
period “Well do I remember the time when the mu-
tiny in Indiahad carried terror to every man’s heart.
Well do I recollect that many men who cared no
more for Christianity than they did for the ground
that they walked upon ; many such men gaid to me
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Wilearitis Hhal J'.-'I".lu"l.l';:-'."-.nffuf 8 .'?fl‘_f.fllﬂ,'j' |!".-".rr’:~'r.f."."i.‘_rf fr;,l'r'.","}.r.'.f
e} i |'P_.I.I"'|'II that .I".'r.a'rJ ‘.lxr’rrthFr’ .\'.I"H,l.i‘-'f.f.; .'{rr’ I:”.l'r.' .r'.n"..h'J'r.'l.".r,uJI;'r’."f -
we annst introduce the Christian religion among
l'r.n'l:-r'.-.--': that -'-".-'I.’I!'r he the frwe -"r.l.i.i‘:\':’,l'-"r-"s'r.'l.f‘.f" fl.."-'lfrr'."l,-'.l-'rr
e will bind the people of India to the throne of
Queen FVictoria” The lesson was learned. The
system of caste had received a deathly blow. The
reien of the East India Company was ended. Chris-
tianity was henceforth not only to be folerated
but encovraged 1n |1I|‘r 1. S0 that now, under the
diireet government of England, the support of idol-
atry has been \'-.i1]1[||‘4]11.'1:|: large erants are made
by Government in aid of mission schools; while the
whole country in its length, and breadth, with its
200,000,000 of people, is wide open for the spread of
cospel truth.

Other nations too have been dealt with in judg-
ment, and doubtless for the accomplishment of
uiw purposes. We cannot at all regard it as an
accident in {Jrrri'-; purifying processes that, in the
United States, within the past few years, by a bap-
tism of fire and blood, more fearful than the world
has often seen, there was burned and washed out a

cancer which was gnawing at the very vitals of the
nation. Nor was it any more an accident which,
by a process shorter but no less bloody, set the iron
heel of Germany upon the very head of Papal

power. God purifies the nations and uses them.
He will overturn and ovlrinran wnbil the kingdoms
of this world become the Kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Chrizf. However wicked men kicked
against it, God used the power of England so that,
in the end, it opened up India fo the gospel, and
rave to her i_un:-]ﬂv a covernment far better than
1!::*:-.' had before., It was on the demand of England,
France, Russia. and America, that the zovernment
of China, in 1858, Hil]llllil'l!fl that “Any person.
either citizen of the country with which the treaty
1s made, or Chinese convert to the faith of the
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Protestant or Roman Catholic churches, who,
accordine to these tenets, peaceably teaches and
!:I‘EH'”%‘PH’. the ]]E‘i:l_l‘iE]lll":-i of 'f.'|1]'i-1i:tl!i1_‘.'. shall in no
case be interfered with or molested.” It is by
means of Christian nations, that Japan has been so
wonderfully thrown open and revolutionized during
the past few years. 1t was through the influence
of the British ambassador at Constantinople,that the
death penalty in Mahommedan law, for abjurine
the Moslem faith, was virtually abolished. Thus do
the ereat nations of Asia now lie open for the
proclamation of the rospel ; and the inhabitants
those cannibal islands, which fifty years ago were
a terror to navigators, are to day worshipping as
we do in the temples of the livine God.

Do not all these things seem to show that. even
upon Christian nations, Christianity has a stronger
hold than she had eighty years ago? They now
unhesitatingly hold their shield of protection over
missionaries in every part of the earth. And how
ever certain newspapers and periodicals, and those
who follow theirlead, may still ostentatiously display
their willine ignorance, by pronouncing Missions
and even Christianity itself “a failure,” however
some in power, with eyes turned backward instead
of forward, may still pertinaceously cling to the
dead and buried ideas of that old East India Com-
pany ; it is a fact, patent 1o all, that none of the
ereat Christian nations would now be willine to
draw down upon themselves the storm of indiena-
tion which would be aroused by an attempt to
“deport” a missionary from any heathen land
simply because he was a missionary.

[ cannot forbear remarkine in this connection.
how wonderfully, by means of the Steamboat, the
Bailroad. the Steam Press, and the Telezraph, the
nations have, since the beginning of the century,
been broucht face to face with each other. Surely
many are running to and fro and knowledee is
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increasing. It is the Lord's doing and marvellous
in our eyes. e has opened up the whole world to
the gospel, and surely He will take care that men
and means are provided for making that gospel
known.

And now I wish briefly to present some faets
showing the direct effects of the gospel preached
in heathen lands. Passing by the American
Indians, among whom, in some instances, whole
tribes have been made Christians, we come to the
Sandwich Islands. The first missionaries arrived
in 1820. The people were then savage cannibals.
In 1870 the Mission rendered its last report.
Its work was finished. The Islands were Chris-
tian ; and it is worthy of notice that from the
very beginning, the native agency employed there
was elther voluntary, or supported by the native
churches, without a dollar from the churches of
America. -Their condition now, as stated by the
venerable Dr Anderson, is as follows “Almost a
third part of the inhabitants are members of the
church. There are 30 native churches with native
pastors supported by themselves, 13 native foreign
missionaries, and they contributedmorethan 329000
in gold during the past year for various christian
objects. Havine myself traversed ali the Sand-
wich Islands, five vears ago, I do not hesitate to
declare the United States to be no more entitled,
as a whole, to the appellation of Christian than are
those islands.” The largest church in the world,
numbering 4,500, members is on the island of
Hawaii.

Next take the islands of Eastern and Southern
Polynesia. Says Dr Mullens *In more than 300
islands the gospel has swept heathenism entirely
away. The missionaries have gathered 400,000
people under christian influences, of whom a quar-
ter of a million are living, and 50,000 of these are
christian communicants.” The Report of the Lon-



don mission says “Sixty years ago there was not
a solitary mative christian in Polynesia. Now it
would be difficult to find a !Jt'ul'[--n-'t*:l idolater in the
Islands of Eastern or Central ! olvnesia where
Christian missions have been established. Tn some
instances more I]| in half the ‘llelll population are
members of Christian c Ell..+ hes

Look at Madaeasear! The I.:Jrl:'l-:m Mission went
therein 1520, butin1835 every missionary was driven
from the Island and the native Christians endured

a fiery persecution of 25 years. I quote from a
speech made by Dr ] ['Ll-‘v-l«; in 1860. *“ AMore than
Lwenty years ago the English missionaries were

driven from that Jw..nmL by the unrighteous Queen,
and scarcely 50 native Christians were left behind.
rJ.iH"'L- ]I-:J‘éhl'*-'*-ll‘i'l but ver Y Sl a1l por ions of the Word
ol (:ui some little 1|¢1|; ts and a few hymns. They
have been bitterly and unre Ivntl.‘.:.x]} persecuted
with Satanie cunnine and .'-H;mh hate. They have
been fined, imprisoned, degraded and made slaves :
they have been poisoned by the tancena water:
they have been ~c|i”en'[--[ to death; they have been
cast over lofty precipices; they have been burned
at the stake: but, far from beir 1 rooted out of the
land, while twenty years ago, when the persecii-
tion bhegan, there were not 50 Christians on the
Island, it is believed that there are now at least
2,000.” At the present time h:'l* condition is such
that one well qualified to judee has said that if
called upon to choose that I: m-L where Christianity
has the ereatest power and is the purest, he would
choose Madaeasear. The Queen and her Prime
Minister cive their su pport to Christianity and
there are now in connection with the London Mis-
sionary Society 22 missionaries, 50 native pastors,
2,683 native preachers, 88,932 communicants and
27.8006 scholars.

The English Wesleyan Mission on the Fiji
Islands was commenced in 1835. The people were
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cannibals. Now 90.000 attend public worship on
the Sabbath. There are 22,223 church members.
The native preachers are 663. The number of
teachers is more than 1,000, and the number in
schools is 57.0567. Throughout Australasia and
Polynesia this Mission Society has Chapels and
other preaching places 2,883, local preachers 3,185,
church members 59,649, in schools 69.762, atten-
dants on public worship 308,164

[ must glance, but much more briefly than the
work deserves, at the operations of this same So-
ciety inthe Y est Indies. Its missionsthere areinthe
Colonies of Jamaica, Demerara, the Leeward and
Windward Islands, Honduras, and the Bahamas. The
first missionary tothese Islands was sent out 35 years
aco. Now the fields where the work lies are all
dotted over with Christian churches and Christian
schools. The statistics taken from the Emhlishml

teport of 1872 are as follows:— Chapels 252, other
preaching places 240, local preachers none of whom
receive their pay from the Society 402, church
members 45.065. scholars 30,247, attendants on
publie worship 139.320.

Enough has been said to show that Christianity
is a living power in the earth, and I must barely
allude to its work in other lands. On the Western
Coast of Africa are 100 organized churches and
15.000 converts. In Sierra Leone 50,000 civilized
Africans worship God every Sabbath. In the
Turkish Empire rescued from Mahommedanism
are 50 native pastors, 65 native preachers, 100
churches, 5,000 communicants, 25,000 Protestants,
300 places where the gospel is preached, 2 Colleges,
a large number of schools and 3 presses which issue
25,000,000 pages annnally.

In India as in some other places the converts
have been tried by fire. In the districts over which
the mutiny spread, there were at the time 2,000
native Christians and every effort was made to
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compel them to apostatize. They were blown from
euns, cut down by the sword, and died of starva-
tion in their wanderings. They were broucht be-

fore native judges and told to take their choice he-

tween becoming Mahommedans or being put to
death. And yet of that 2,000 only 6 conld he made
to deny their faith, and these, like Peter after his
fall, came back penitent when the fiery ordeal was
over. Sinee that time the number of converts has
rapidly increased. According to the most recent
reports there are in India and Burmah 7,480 mis-
sionaries, native preachers and catechists; nearly
3,000 stations and out stations; T0.857 communi-
cants; 137,326 in mission schools, and 300,000
native adherents to Christianity., In addition to
this, by the testimony not of missionaries alone but
also of English officers of the hichest rank and in-
telligence,—the knowledge of Christianity is so
widely diffused that it has -h.1lu n the faith of oreat
multitudes in their own relicion so that rm1|ml:_-;
but a baptism of the Holy Ghost seems wanting to
make India a Christian land.

China, as we all know, has only fora few years
been fully open for the preac |111w of the Gospel,
and the work has been therefore m: iunly that of
preparation and laying foundations, in w hich much
has been accomplished. The strenuous efforts made
to oppose this work are good evidences that the
Chinese begin to be appre hensive of its Power. Tt
will undoubtedly go on with constantly increasing
rapidity. The Lmupt*l has already been preac hed
in some part of nearly all of the 18 provinces.
Missions have been established in 40 walled cities
and 360 villaces: over 400 native preachers have
been raised up and there are 7,000 church mem-
bers. In 1868 the number of church members was
only 4000 and as the statistics above given are
taken from a traet published by Dr. Knowlton
more than a year ago, it is entirely fair to suppose
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that the mumber of converts row is at least 5,000 ;
the number thus doubling in less than five years.
And a vast number of Bibles, Testaments, relizions
books and tracts have been put into ecirculation.
Several Mission presses arve at work, the larcest of
which printed 26,000,000 pages in a single year.

Japan so recently locked to Christian effort 1s
suddenly flinging her gates wide open. When we
see her rulers sendine of their own accord embas-
sies to Western lands to examine and report in re-
gard to their relicions, and also establishing by
law, even though it may be only for pelitical pur-
poses, the Sabbath day’s rest we are constrained to
say ** Ahis 8 |'II."|:'I'"I.'I.J'..I-"II'.H'.|" of God.”

To sum up; outside of what is commonly call-
ed Christendom there are 4.000 centres of Christian
work and Gospel teaching and many of these—like
Yedo, Pekin, Shanchai, Canton, Caleutta, Madras
and Bombay,—ereat centres of earth’s power and
commerce. 31.000 laborers. 2.500 conerecations,
273,000 communicants, 626.000 youths in Christian
schools and 1,350,000 nominal Christians, not to
speak of that great multitude who have already
gone up to heaven, and are this day singing songs
of praise to redeeming love. Millions upon mil-
lions of pages of saving truth, the leaves of the
tree which are for the healine of the nations, have
been scattered far and wide, and more Bibles
have been put into ecirculation, during the present
Century, than ever existed before since the world
began.

~ All this is mainly the rich harvest of the last
50 vears; accomplished in the face of great diffi-
culties: first. as we have seen, from lack of faith in
the Church itself, second from the opposition of go-
vernments, and third from the persecution of bitter
enemies.  These difficulties have been in ereat
measure removed. The faith of the chureh 1s
stronger, and its love, which is drawing its various
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hranches more closely together every year. Men,
women, ana children are coming up as never before,
with earnest hearts and willing hands, to the help
of the Lord azainst the mighty. Governments, so
far as protection is concerned, are on the side of the
messenger of the ¢ross. A great work of preparation
has been accomplished. [Iacilities for reaching
heathen fields, and carrying on the work there,
have been wonderfully increased. Perseeution
must doubtless still be endured, but will be over-
come by the power of the same faith which has
availed in the ages past. We would not dare to
venture a prediction of what the mext 50 years
will bring, nor would we be too anxious to know
what is wisely hidden from us. But let us thank
God and take courage. Let us rejoice in the great,
the glorious promises which e has placed in His
word for our comfort. Let us look to Him for
constant streneth, and above all for the Holy
Spirit‘s blessed influences. In His name let us lift
up our banners, the banners of Faith, and of Hope,
and of Love, and cheerfully, and courageously press
on, in the firm confidence that our work will not be
in vain in the Lord; but that the time is surely
comine when * The earth shall be full of the
Lnowledage .rf,'r' the Lord as the waters cover the sea”

And then, when, from millions of happy homes
and hearts all over this wide world, are going up
songs of thanksgiving and praise, rejoicing angels
will ecatch the glad strain, and Earth, and Heaven
will ring with that grand Hosannah ** Hallelujah
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth,” * And let
the whole Earth be filled with His glory. Amen and
Amen.”
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