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Seientifio Training.

' My father was a Tarmer
Upon the Carrick border,0
And earefully he bred me
In decency and order,0) ~

Then out into the world

My course I did determine,0;

Though to be rich was not my wish,
Yet to be great was charming,0,
BHBOGLHELEG30000HERRER0E008000800000

/é Subatitute the word Gartyy for Carrick in the above couplets

ZS by Burns, and one hﬂf.’ a deseription of Pirrie's birth place and

early training.
[ﬂ, William Pirrie was born in the parish of Gar%riu: Aberde cne
shire,in the year I807. He proececded to the Arts classes at

Marisechal Cellege,Aberdeen, and went threough the whole of the Arts

f
i £ currievlum, His parents warﬂ of the race'f‘whu 433# known the ime

portanes of aduaatiﬂn(gﬁr cﬂnturlas, whese highest aim wss to have
their sons "follege-bhred™ and whq:t1 however poor, lan};ﬁ forward with
confidence to being able to attain their wisheas,

The Scottish plofman's highest ambition{and how many thousand

LT f’r.-n =
have atiained it, 8,%t0 see his son's head wagg1ng in a Tpupit%

{pulpit‘.l or as still more quaintly expressed,*that he would 'ael/

‘h-& eraws flaeinj cﬁ’ﬁ? hizs son's kirk yete® In such homely phrae=

sesféas the Secotch plz‘uui.r_l._(_ngt_paaamt =there are no peasants in

Seotland) for eenturies spoken of,and acted up to his day dreams
; afjtha education of his sonss There was no need for compulsory

edueation amongst such a elass, Three hundred years ago John Knox

had it in the kirk laws,that ®"All children maun be educated; puir




# 8,
men's sons to be helpit." Here was an education act for Seotland,
for the Xirk's laws were fast and bindings that time-utday,dnd long
afters The spirit of legally cumpulsﬁr:-.r educati-on is grating to
a Scotchman's mind,and it warps the high morai.pr;rcipie of educa=
tion extant in the minds of the people of Seotland,with a foible

of "drive®™ in it,which is not, and never vas Ao the taste of Auld
Snutland:"Pirria no doubt during his Arts %urriaul:m underwent
the trying physical ordeal of bad food and wretehed livinggwhich ,..
at my time even,ruined many a man's health and shortecneg many a
man's length o' dayatgfg-have said many extreme things about the - :
students life in Aberdeenyand I have written a very bitier eXpo8im
tion whieh I had intended binding with the present volumey,of the
state of thinss I was asquainted with; but on second thoughta, I
considered it would be disrespectful to the memory of my subjeet=
herogto take advantage;ﬁ; an account of his doingsgfor the publi=

¥

eation of such a themes The unsociable life; the miserable sure

‘ .-'"'"? '_'__,_. (_,.a = 3
roundings; the absenee of literary associations] t-hu—anh.uuimﬁﬂﬂﬁ
Mm; the schoolboy treatment of stums

dents,killing their developimg manhoo:,instead of encouraging it;

I y
the absence of art and eunlture of all sorts: the 3trﬁnnlingﬁ£ll )

/ .
astimes wﬂwmﬂanﬁstudmt/ 1ire’ in Aberdeen /a
/ : : P =

e !
/l:a.nk,if not a blaek,chapter,in the life of thoszse who .E & poeh

A

i A
fated to go throughs Condemned to a small roomya landlady,half-
™,

cook,half drudge,the student lived in a eondition ealeulated to
a Co -:-'h f.{-'-
sénd him out at the end of the sessiongpale and djspcptiﬂi_(ﬁﬂt

e

#seribable to late hours, or hard reading,but to food eooked anyhovy”
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—

and hurriedly swallowed,Porridge and Hil.k’ﬂhad he that alone,as

o
‘Wﬂfﬂ boastfully tell us they hadywould,besa God=send to the — \
b R Bies -
modern studentjhut instead of that,the Qt% of meatgthree ineches —
L?“Ju?'d—x_ - J; /Hf

squara_rwhleh the landlady EUFHIIEﬂ‘de'lEId and stringy,with coarse é‘.

=

cabbnge,'ullcmed by a stodpy,half eooked pl'l.Im duff %:a. gast*‘anom/_‘ %

feat to be managed perhaps by a man living in the opon air and

o . S =

engaged in mmsecular workj;but to a lad of gﬁ 11?1115 nd Bit't-:r.ng in
vne room with a bed room off it,such a feat of digestion ﬂ MO 8=
gibles
'ﬁlﬁ % . 2 " . 2 ;.
(/7 Pirrie no doubt,in commin with all stdadents of his ime , under=
went this four years‘ strugrle with dyspepsia,but being of great

1{_{__ [
rhysical proportionsgythere is no doubt ﬁ affeeted less than
most peoples. He was a native of the caunjb whereof the follow= %
ing well known story is relateds, A young lad was engaged in herd=

- -!,F._ f{'fl' - e | '_ 6/‘.
ing sheep, "f&n’a/i as a hlrd' in frt::t./:,;n a farmer at no great dise §&
A

< tance from his father's dwelling. One day the ladiie presented

ﬁmselt‘ to his mother and in a dogged mannengdeclared he was not
e = ! - At
= - —

/¢ @oimg to continue his work as 'hﬁrd‘.
7 'ﬁ}'ﬂ,?;it fort®says his mother, =

"{ig* I canna get eneunch m'[ﬁi' retorts the sone.

'ﬁﬁat dv they gie ye to yer b‘\j'?lki‘aat?" inquires the mothers
“Patties ind saut" says the loone -
"What do they gie yve to denner?"®

"Patties and saut® was the replye

"What do they gie ye to yer smpper?" interrogates the mother,

her voige Trising.

*"Patties and saut® wailingly answers the sone




-'-r- I0.
@Gie back to yer plase,ye nickom'; setting you up with saut!“

was all the motherly sympathy evoked,and the loon had to trudge

back to his "tatties and saut®, ,(,/r
t'#

. r
With such training is it any wonder that t\t students, when P

hey wemt home, should never complain of their food? HNo: but feor

ithe wholesome “tatties and saut™ of the country,were exchanged in
"Dz il
g ?
the students life,new bread n.ndﬂ%y,, a shabby piece of ma:tt)::mi-
& i

11 mm duf‘f} and whatever unwholesome compound the drudge of a lands

lady thought fit to supply.
I ~He e .-': T -g

/E.id& Aberdeen|\University regeneratedall this? When will
a common dining room be stayted,at which cheap,wholesome food is
supplisd,at which an attempt at soeial life is introduced,at which
the exgullent in_flLJmncf: of men dining together is gracually brous

fedl v Al
ght to b-.:arji"_"i‘lhm will literary tastes be cultivated by an attempt
at a literary soeiety or institute for studonts? When will the
rhysi e of the student be considered by BJis teashers,as of ,?(Mf/
f{‘. (7 L
-nﬂ'@ importance for the next gmemtiﬂn;ﬁ?% the mors selfish one
d1u !)5??' : ; ‘? I :
~ [ of training' fff When will this silly system of five months
'l i

overwork, and fe-ran months 4duibh idleness be stopped? The days ef
the students going back te farm work,during the summer months are
over,therefore the seven months’ vagation is unnecessaryjand with

-y J-} .

the small amount of work to prepare for next sessiom/degenerates /)

ﬁaﬁﬁ-mulf-, : '

}Hﬂ;ﬁ}'} into i loafing,and the village Imn is perhaps mere freque=

ntly aequainted with the student than the study in his father's

houses

It is against my conscience to bring all this int%&mini::-




P

1l.
cences™ of Pirrie‘f but Pirrie was so much part and parcel of the
"niversity of Aberdeen that my pent up thoughts on the subjeet

=
seem to bubble forth whilst comsideriéng the student period of«’; fj
Pirrie's lifes If by word of mine in association with these ?e—
miniseeneesdany future Euudﬁﬁ%uld be done,the subjset=hero would,
were he alivey,welcome my interpellations,and by his ready purse
would aid in whatever was for the real benefit of the student,

&‘_ ¢ﬁd the advancement of the Universitye

. L}&wﬁﬁ During his sojourn at Arts, Pirrie seems to have done nothing

_-*'-Er.x_f diatinguished;nnr did he ever dwell with ,ﬁg enthusiasp on
his work at that period.s I have heard him say that he gained the
prize in the Natural Philosophy elass for the best kept note=book.
I% was no dogbt the memory of this fact that induced him to give
a prize for the best notes tat-.can in his elass in Surgeryg,sezsion
1870=7I. The gaining of th:;: ':fza was just such a thing as Pirrf-

il I te {.t_ AEAED g

might be expected ‘t-«:t_T E‘M,Huthudicalf:ﬁains-takinawith a desire

for work for its own sake, and diffieult to satisfy.dfedilbsr He
o

' el

obtained the degree of M.A, at Marischal College at the mﬂ—qﬁ .

his Ar‘ha careeTy
Hi

s c¢lass-fellows and teachers can have entertained no swaw’ £
high estimate of Pirrie's abilities at the end of his curriculum.
Fledding, I have no doubt, was the term applied te himj but there
¢ould havé been no enthusia=zm 1it up yetjnone of the determined
energ;y?‘lhiah,!rhen he got to scientific work,earried him rapidly
heyopd his astonished contemporariess

How often do we see t-his’ A student at Arts may be anything
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but distinguished; may, day after day,drudge through classiec authe
ors,and mathematical problems,lagging behind his companions,until
he comes to be regarded as either lazy or stupide Put the moment J
a student with the bent in him;tcuuhes. natural scicnccfa-new man

appeara,}he laggard in clasaicsfbecnmea the keen student and cloge ﬁ
-

observer; the substitution of the study of nature has found a res=

ponsive corner in the student’s brain whieh thé multipiieity eof

mathematieal figures did not excites So I have no doubt it was

]
with Pirrieﬁ:r.ﬂhe subjects dealt with in the Arts nlassa:{ﬂid not
& ;

I
find the responsive corner in his brai% but natural scirence illue

minated itgwith an intensity whieh carried him to the front rank*
and the disbelievers in his capacity, as judged by the position he
took at Arts,had to look on in wonder when the work he was intended

I'JF'..J\.J\M- HE {'h”, S *:Sjﬁ_
to do presented itself to his ready Wnlin place of the problemas /
tic study of mathematics,the creation of man's intellect,came na=
ture and the study of the natural sciencess Then with Pirrie,as

FJ,}J( 12T & Fifed fod fﬁ,{n%
with many other men,light shone e¢lear and brightf

% o P i
vt becameﬂ'ﬁbé,.ﬁ.::hilles of natural saienge.'ihe ateep hill of
2 gt
learning wasﬂbut ag a pleasant pathjgj.‘; the obastacles 10 be overm
cﬁﬂflﬂl‘ﬁ as hurdles to an athleteys TFor Pirrie scienee and the
L]
practice thereof held in her right hand ®a length of happy dayse"
Throughout his life the happiness innreaaedlmtil an intensity of
delight was taken in his every dealing with scienece,whether aa_gﬁf
surgeon or teacher] amd when at last old age claimed for his bedy
"-I(:L-"-"M'J-"' 5 E . < LAy
& edssation from @#@xrk,his life-work was laid aside with regretP :7uy

el

;Efg cup of pleasure in his work never could be filled,and his mind




# I3,

gtill sighed for wha‘tl:a_‘:cm his enormous physique could not sustaine.
: ¥a The education fuf* the business of his life was gathered parte
ly in Aberdeeng,partly in Edinburgh and Pariss He obtained the LsR.
CeS5e of Edinburgh in 1829, At Aberdeen he took the degreefof M*E.W_
ﬂc.h[. at Marischal Colleges In Edihburgh he made the acquaintance
of many men afterwards highly distinguished in their PTGfESSiﬂMJ:tuwnﬁgfﬂu
SYmE,Simpsﬂnﬁ%dnrguss’ﬂn A4 All the three names mentioned are

X i
those of men older than himself by a few years,but all at the time
Pirrie knew themJJWE-rE giving evidence of the greatness to whigh
they 5%1‘&11}' attained,and *hope exulting on triumphant wing®'
threw a charm around tfaéﬁtr budding greatnesasgcharging the minds of
their juniors with admirationﬁ_—a{lmiratmn which Pirrie never let
dropysand the herces of his youth were the great men of his 0ld agee.
In seience and medicine he must as a student have had a dizstine

guighed earreer,for we find him appointed to teach Anatomy and

Physiology in Marisshal Cellege immediately after his graduations

o %
Ql(fr ;:},’Fnr nine years he lectured on Anatomy and laid thereby 'Z'.hn_a:é'omt-

f‘[ L
dation of the surgeons Anatomy,to a mind constituted such as

Pirriu's,was a grand field for an effort of memory,and he must

; = Coen
have satisfied it to his heart’s content,Zgr J}w writerirﬂoﬁent
hearing him examine the son of a brother professor (Professor
Struthers) when Pirrie was 66 years of age,in a manner which was
really astonishinges Pirriegin his enthusiasm answered many of the

questions for,young Struthers,and gave origin,insertion,arterial . 7%

iy

g & - &
and*nervous supply of such muscles, the ?g‘erratus ﬁ.agnus&nfra-apin-
! ; il

jl,\-'ﬂ,.\ atus,Teres ?ﬂnur, Supinator Longus,Tibiulis Pasticuaﬁ@xtensur Erevis

[ ¢

Digitorumgstraight eff without hesitation or mistakes 1 am cone
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vineced that no other man of his apge, forty years away from anatomy

and dissections,gould have done the same] other men might work it

out in time,but herec was an old man,who,tc put it in his own phrasg,

gave it 'as fast as he could speak.' The young scientifie scoffer

of the new school says "parrot knnwlcdge}r Young seientific scoffer,

let me tell you,by that remark you are not, amd raveﬁéan be,whilst
&7 4

that belief is in you,a teacher, Your rﬂf%bflif’ -damﬂnstrating

baatariﬁf will never make you a teacher in the true sense. You

<~ are running after a tmttlng gaal,your ground work is unstable, and

L w“ﬂ’a
your ideal lealsf}o quagmires of doubt and monuments of melting
fictions from false reasonings and wrong scentss The young mind
wants a stable platformyand uhless your surgery is taught from the
grounfi of anatomy all vour fancies and faneiful workiﬁ‘,but riaine=
ing the faith of your.uyoung hemrers, %Here to=flay and goné to=
morrow" will not do for the basis of the surgical faith,but some=

thing lasting,something that will endure the test of time and

serve as a sure rock of belief, This is what anatomy givesg,and

fhﬁj'\ this Pirrie knew and taught.]/Pirrie was appcinteﬁ'fﬁnfesnur of

Surgery first in the Marischal College in I839; and when the Uni=
vergity of Aberdecen was placed on its present footing in 1860 he
was eonfirmed as Regius Professory It is in the chair of Surgery
that he is best known, His anatomieal pupils must be few and well-
worn by this time, It is as a surgical teacher and as surgeon to
the Royal I™firmary in Aberdecn that he made his name and in which

his field of work was ploughed and gathereds




Chapter 111,
Cfpfut amcrunce, 1brgecgme ¢ Holed
*But mark the rustic, haggis-fed,
The trembling earth resounds his tread,”

Who gan forget Pirrie emtering his elasa®, His entry was a

3 '3 m 1 Z_‘- - ::1'\-.-":-' a,:.:'
distinet aet)lhis f!ﬂtﬂ‘f‘ﬁﬂ,f\fippuarm'lgﬂ, p_:#:ﬂqu_e

pogition of hias hands, and what he would first dt_}_Ewere arranged

 GeSEEaRmTty His walk was characteristic, whether in the street, /f‘

inte the eclassroom, or up to his pew in el church; it was a stud=

Por FITE
ied, a deliberate ant./‘lﬁ# Pirrie mever walked; he 'wdﬂf}(&d'ﬁ’
=
_—-m a totally different thing from walkings I wiszsh I were at
your ear, pentle regder, to pronounce the word to youy it would
convey a part of the charagter of the man which my poor pem mast
fail to des Every pupil of Pirrie's can pronounce the word,and
understand how much it Pphingd 5w helpsin the word-painting of his
character, (ast in the mould of large phfsique and exgcellent dew
L)

{1_ velopment, hlm as fine a looking man as any in the

north, His chest was emormous, hizs hands and arms proportionately

) 1&?5;2 of emcellent earriage, six fﬂatth%andﬂiruat bruacih_t:i i
i g

shoulder, he was endowed with as perfeet a phy=tye® as one could
P
well beholde His features were not of the type onejAssociates
Ul

witﬁ’ﬁintpllgetnaﬂ, aetivity; nor can it be said he possessed a mind
other than that characteriédéed by his appearance, The photograph
on the frentispiece of ‘thiw %o&imw gives Pirrie's exprese

gion a3 it would be when specially Yarranged! for the sittings

A studied solemnity is observable, which to those who knew him is

i of . :
always asseociated with !{ burlesque side % ite. A pupil of Pirrie's
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regarding the photograph alwags betrays his Teelings by a goodnae
‘ured imitation of speeeh, fagi:l expression and geature, charace
teriatie of his teacher as he knew him in the lescture room, HNo
ne regarded him with the solemmity his expresasion seemed sat/yﬁﬁn

to indicate. His friemnds and pupils ,When they speak of him or

At

fifc e T a ?':-4
think of him, find an invariable eore of jocosity bﬁﬁlﬂr&&

spite of themselves, The cause of this is diffieunlt te explain P _,VT

altheugh net far to seek, The Wuligbt

Pirrie secmed to dake in himself, his professional work, his tea=

¢h1nrﬂq‘,his every actitnjﬂhanﬂr t“hrough his solemmity and wers ever
B
present te the minds nf his listeners amd i‘rienda*ﬁir-m in d::,-t, »

—

& non=smeker, Etntal ahatainnr,fﬁn early riser, he was ::alnulat-ad.

to have tha health:r- mind in the healthy body if ever man had, As (;W 5
Ll

S

he him=elf put i‘c.‘;J = nuthtr drenk, smock nor arru*‘% and I'm as

hélthy a man as there is in the toun?t Abdrdeens® An esarly riser

af; mf‘{{.’
wintér and summer, ten n‘ﬁloekﬁalwaya saw him in bed unless pro=

fessionally engaged; and usually four, bmt always five n::‘«:la:n::lgJ in ) §
the morning’/‘.'uund him up and at work, By five o'eloek he was free
M = _\-\. e .-@
quently in the hespital,visiting a ease on which hi had operated
the day before, to the bewilderment of the newly-appointed House-
f o

Surgeon and the confusion of the "Gamps" whiwh existed in Aberdeen

Infirmary in those days. But the work of the morning was got

=

ﬂu., .Ifl':-u.t r'.'rl.r s —
towards : the lecture huurpcomunnemater to

a parched throat, as fresh mountain air to the town dweller, was

Lhruugh} and the day grew br:.ghtar"'ﬁ Pirrie's mind as it wore on__ f
e

the prospect of the leeture hour to Pirrie, HNot only the antice
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ipation, but the actual performance of the duty was an intense

/Z pleasureg-a pleasure partly physieal, partly that of commmicating

hia Yarrang id-as.' and partly the ;ratlfluation of paradmjhis

p— S

e - ——

e
preaem:e, ‘hiﬂ knuwludgt, his very self bufuru h:.s students, L‘}x

?ﬁ»‘* * Pirrie’s most markaci faat‘nra' wera his lower JZJP and jawy The

..... —

“effest of these was sueh that they lent welght to his
5% utterancesy which rendered the simplest word impressives, When
speaking, Pirrieé held hie teeth almost close to,ether, whilst at

the same time he di stended his nmuth-a.nd during continued straims

e
of emthusiastie talking or tea::hing the effeet was pronounced, mi*wfc*e‘h;'

WM”\. in the ftrgetﬁll,&nassji;;ural to Wis-natwiee. 4 ludicrons i
effeets of splutiering in his speech ih more senses than ones
This may be parily accounted for in his riper years at any rate,
by his teethy for nature had sesn fit to remove their sustehance,

and the dentist had supplied a set such as one wpuld have associae=

Defiof

ted with Pirri e*skhna.lth anfl developmente feeus®

‘His dress was attended to with some cargg Al black froek coat,
__"-F-"/ -.g"Fl"f"ﬁ _'u.-z l_’_‘_.-_ b |’tﬂ.:\5h§-\-\)

“/- worn open, serupulously clean and n-ihdrﬁ' with"a ?El?et- ::crlla.r, ™.
fumw*—-&‘" ..:"ll,:.-"u!.-tr:- -

Ara ke
{’{%\ was his imr&riahla oo dress, A blaﬂiﬁalstcuat, or ons muwﬁ ’]l

srabedy flowered, dnuhlez/'r:?reastsd and pretty freely open at the

negl, muw;ia portion of white pleated shirt] a turned-down colw !‘l
SCightly ypspciyor it
lar rather nar‘;:%w blaek necktfe whi tied in a Thea™ =
— - ol @F g, o AT g = by e s Sl e
fi'n;t-ﬂ{@i knots A&b—témes, a broad folded ne::ktt,a w;a.s worg.) (His frousers ° 2
ol ) {_{f_ﬁfrnf-:gtu (e lers N\ Sinbes #s - ,f?";.. #fn;rf-éq -6:14’2
[Ararae -ﬁﬂl.'l.r- of (black cloth e m =¥ s : =
Azﬁwf‘qaﬁﬂﬁﬁl Doty Llinp e ) ety A e D s "-“r
~pattern-was affeetad, Put it is with t.he man, not h13 clut.hes wa

have to dﬁﬂ]@% Pirrie's clothesggv
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7{:34’;;:1’ Mﬂ_ 'fhﬂf% never were noticable as with some men,

Lie. g
and -uﬁraold mpilﬁreadin{; this y may exclnimk—?ﬁ{ll I really

IFimn g
¥ LA

. A
never notieed what )ag?wore.' He was m without the tailer's
aidy: it was his strong featured development that arrested one's
ﬂttﬂntiﬂﬂ,nﬂt the ?lqwetﬁ?waiatucatgnr the velvet eollar to the

c0ats
: o frapied
h Jﬂ Sueh is ' a meagre attempt to péortray,our hero's physique and
'x_mmwmw‘} 2 "
me With all apologies for the ceszsay, I mist take
refuge in the well-worn shelter under such circumstances,and say

it i® impossible to bring home to a stranger what Pirrie was likgy

-

fLant - :
¥D'l.1 must seexhim to understande Thad iz a heartless nd hepeless

ending of the chapter, ﬂw readers to whom Pirrie was unknowng it

ig ecasting ﬂ.-i&r-"fk of aspersion upon them Mﬁw

-k

okem for perusing the reminiscences of a man, ‘nrhm& t.he writar
would rather they did note. -3\ likte—2moddmmirsician, piaring
Mﬂf - Jt

I_A-lf_ll'- .,.-"'E. J-E W
im parading% ideal a-ﬂﬂ not _ctgﬁta reﬂﬂtjith; afyd-the

rusj i i odngd ous guperiati T

;‘;’LMW
Thiitsie 3 A"ﬁis is not the spzr:.tW;h

P s S8 Pirries will regard my apelogyy Lt gver:.r one knows how diffiw
ik -1.1(.-‘1.-'1.4.( J?.-x i =D

gcult it is to describe :@j«t mm—#i}.&e by pen and

paper, or wm"by word o" rm:nu'.. So neither the description of
[ *fzan
Pirrie's lower llPHDI‘ 'his froek coat will convey any, idea of the

40" L j‘

(A R
man's seli‘.ﬁr] have made thu-hdesar:.ptmn shnr't. volumes ﬂ;%ﬂ. not

serve as a substitute for a peep at Pirrie in his class roome

o

¥




oy
L “"”""‘":f,

f

A

VIOUs P i@jl is more easy to
As Y kb T rf-!._*

repollections -II;;'ILLI.!:.
asm. For me to to word-paint it
impossible
1 It was Pirri
it was not his

no morgt ! is burning enthungiasm drove him

to he 3 f ; yvou understand en

asm whiol

tinot from the
it, but that was what ]
enthusiastic about himsalf,
What drove him to work
|-!'|_1'-i|'.:l foroe havi
el TopLt
dilemmn g,
I tant :|:'-:.{:g'9n.|- work is an evidenee of love of it,

1 love for his He never withont the © praatest

missed a lecture, At times he he
an hour to eateh o trd
ntation, and it wos not unt

that he made a hasty retreal lrom tha tlh

station, When he had 11£r£5:ﬁ mrney
commaunicated the fact to his eclass
exceedingly regret that it is perfectly 1
this moast interesting subjec
the ipterior of
these islands,” was td
ides thatg Aberdeen, o const ild country
and a barbarofps people ; itia b journey from one of
Pirrie must have
pd in the north of
A wisit to the counir)
him from his hospital work, his leotures,we
11 which were

strock 'I-_-. the

vor the desks and forms in
pnatomical specimen, Ihe dissestion was 1
palate from heliind., He was leoturing om S cleit
and lis enthusinsm led him, & man then of

roportions, to prrbitniidy the dissection in
T

(et A Werd

5 ¥
=

§
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CHAPTER V,

John Struthers,

v Y ) e s

"Guid spced and furder to youn Johnny,
Guid health, hale han's, and weather bomny."

] ] ] - - - - -

-
"Pardon this freedom I have ta'en,
" And if impertinent I have been,
" Impute it not, good Sir, in one
_ Whose heart ne'er wranged ye,
But to his utmost would befriend
*  Aught that belang'd yes'

e R B g B —n-ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ————uuﬂ.——-—rmwﬁﬂu

S e g

'\-&'f'f.-".r":l- Foe oo '“"'J,f'
Many, many indeed have been the changeiisincefISGE - 70, @f all

the,ﬁrufessurs then in active work, Struthers alone is 1eftqln the
!

Universitys MecRobin, Ogston, Pirrie, Dyce, Harvey, Ogilvie, Niecol¥
e L

Dickie; A at the infirmary, ®meith, Fiddes, anc]%hﬂve had
their suecessors, The notion one has of a Professor is that he

is part of the University, that the old 'Profs' remain as do the
old wallse The "old mes'!it is the fashion nowwa~days to hawve
*voung fellows", Goodj; but the young ones beecome old, and hang

on to their nhain#ver? frequently after the sap of teaching has
geased to elrculates Young Professorsg= yes}ijf they are good teo=

gl
chersgbut it is a black lock anmmndﬂ if the teagher is bad and

L
the University, saddled with him for forty years, Young, untried

teaghers are a great risk to put inte a chairj untutored in teach=
e

ing they think there is nothing ea.:::i,. Direct¥ss oflﬂuth, whathe

or the

er in the practice of medicine, the teashing of scienWke,

moral duties, should have experience before being thrust into a
LBy _
‘irst position at e-lniversidy an'upﬂpiiﬁbf;.age. The good old

plan of making a man the zchoolmaster of t he parish first, befors
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he reached the pulpit,was an excellent one in the churchs He had
te teagh chlldren first and Practj._‘;ﬂ on thcr%_hefurn he was ine ="
trusted with the more serious duty of teaching older people how
to conduet their livese So with university teaching,~ men ought

to gain experience of teaching and be trained as teaghers outsids ]
=

'miversity walls before they dare apply for Pru:ycssurghipg;_m e

E‘:g}u.- rlf'l-]

¥ : 3 = P )
the aptitude for teaching be their tmd;reenwmendatiun, If there
o

is necessity for the instructor of the A B ¢ of letters to pass
throuagh a normal school training, how mmch more does the necessit y
m when the business of life is being taught, and that too the
teaching of how to deal with human life, Huifan untried teacher
Ly e "=--'-‘*.r
is considered a Tit and proper persen to apply for a)chair and as
often as not it is the untried man who is selected, SesciringTom™
e
F
Si$¥Lhair hitherto,

st D

The ®old Profs®,- what goodteachers &_ere ,ééme of thejx::{u'*}hmr
bad were nthers! Good and hrtrirﬁﬂ‘l.rf:vr:r, have had theitr smeceszszors]
rm the granite walls of Marischal College know them no mor:cs

All gone? Not allj Struthers remains fresh and green in his

"."-""‘-"-:f"(!-'u-..-‘:'._:f.- o et -.--_J"f.--
lowe of teaching as evers, He is the unr—.-daxr_e;:.tinn that has not

e

had a suuness&:}mﬂm&—ﬁ%wﬂm:-&kw, and /jﬁ'ﬁf present

students when they read the verses composed by Dr Fhillpets,and

B L
gee how they hit off 'Jmhnnie} will read the othew with interest,
for thﬁ,:W about Struthers are of the style and fitness that
marked the others, Phillpots was the song writer of the time just
before I joineds He kept the =mmoking eoneerts at the "Pump" and

other resorts of medical students replete with an everchanging
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Mm The writer of "Paddle your own €mne' was likely to
give us good m.a.terial?md his songs were welcome surprises at many
a s'!;'a:i:a*l'1‘l',!;I gatheringe

I had a talk with Dr Phillpots at Bournemeuth eonecerning these

s P

verses many years ageo) he himself had forgotien msmy of them, but
he thought he E—D'l.lll.'i-:;'.l"ﬂd‘llcﬂ most with a little thoughts At sach
a distance from home it is difficult to eonfer with Dr Phillpots
and others who know the verses/so St I*Qﬁ%g ask their auther to
add them as an appendix #e® with notes.

Struthers {Hxaﬂrhinne rem-*.ins,ﬁmd long I:IIE.&" he be spared to
the Thiversity of Aberdeens As 2 teacher of Anatomy {(in the proper

sense) he is unequalled in Grea‘t-.ﬁrita‘.ny/és a lecturer he is un=

o ionn sl Bay
BUrpas: edgh! ﬁ(ww takes more interest in, ed.uca-

tion in Scotland generally, smtk especially medieal education,than

any other man in Suntland.. /% r-:’:_ﬂa}/y %ﬁ%!% jé’%r

RS
Mthuu.t qnhh atmtha_ihe ﬂEB&naa of what ::::-nlt:l.tu‘hﬁs the

PE T
Rt i
chief banefit of medical Hljfl.lﬂEl.'thl'l. in Aberdeen would e gona

He brought scientifie anatomy frﬁ{&erdﬂen)@&\ﬁdinburghfmq at 2=

ongce stamped his character on the chair he so ably occupi E= 4
Struthers has done mch for anatomy as a scienc%rh;:a mntrib—

uted a considerable amount of original investigationm, mdx Jt.m::é,ht

anatomy from the broad standpoint of a Hunt.ar}m not from that of

the London=-medical=school=teachers In Seetland scientific amatomy

is tmlrh't; in Lenden rnenﬂ.are goaghed for the gdlleges I have

"‘ frradiroacal | s @ / £ et .
all the Londeon, lecturer Aaxcept two, and oﬂg:rsgﬁ- gathering

that the lecturer had perhaps kmewn his dissecting room anatomy
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once, I learnt nothings I found surgeones busy in praetice who
lectured three times a weeck on anatomy, but who had not been in
& dissecting room for years, I was dumfounderecd at their glaring
mi stnkesj@,ﬁﬁ( I heard only one man atiempt anatomy from a scienw
tifie smtandpoint. That iz why the English and Colonists "run down"
to Sﬂutlanﬁ, not for a few momnths but fiar the full curriculum.

Did T:ngliah.men run dewn nnlx" fw/a few months,the ereation of an

,.-"; .r 2 X
*M.D, Enba.h]mmnt';ar some .-&tmight check the exumab‘ﬁ*ut that 8" Pe. /"

?ffza- L J
not the genesis of the exodus, Whe gathercd from Wﬂm
BT Z& : _ : e ity
/-Nf Ll apby oy AR bintil M medical education is begun, ( it is met begun

in & sound footing in London yet}] in Cambridge and the Vietoria

Univarsity,yas#} Mﬂ;ﬁm men of all parts of the British Empire
will floeck te Seotland. Why is Edinpburgh the largest medical
sehool in the world? There are as many medieal students in Edine
burgh as there are in al'{Lﬁ].nmion. Aberdecn has many mores students
f
than the largest of the London schools, St Rartbolomews. These
facts speak for themselves, and when we get anatomists ( really
anatomists) to teach anatomy, physi@logists toe teach physiology, 4« do M,
W in London, then may the nrganiﬂa.‘tinn of medical educatlon
ré{ﬂ";’fr
be begun, and by the end of next nentur}' my be on a
level with at ‘least some of the minor States of Eurupe. y }L_.
4 e ke
Well, Phill&pnts had a couplet hitting of'f 'Juh:rmie;l exactly,
and it is a fair example of how well his verses fitted the men who
&t
maintained the honour of the medical school Z¥%f(w timefrmd by
whom the magnificent school now existing was made, Every man has

Ae

his peculiarities, but the—man may not have suffieient charaeter ;
n.r'-':‘”"'* i .

or importance to render his peculiarities worth notieing. .*.M/‘%,
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professional teacher, however, is to him an important person; ang
any vagaries, eorotchets, or ideazs he may possess are noticed by /f;,{

M studn—mt‘#m& pondered overs
| e aeguciutio I with & Tl A%

Those ?&*.DW know his discoveries, his fads, fan=

Eaxreg 4
cies and beliefs, and Phil}!puts-i#}f them thusj=
Y H!'l" g I-::!
"Johnnie Struthers came first, with a-ﬁmur dividedy
By lines in quarters.so fim%l.y he heldj
And since the round ligament question's decided,

A trace of the mankey in man is behelds

The weight of the wviscera perhaps may affect it,
Supra=condyloid proeess abnormal no more,

But my cerebral region it can't recolleet it,

And when I peruse it, it always grows sore."

Men who have attended Struther's lectures ecan sec here set

Afpl--aa . .“{ldm! 'r—r”j_é:?{
{"orth what they M;%M : « The femur sawn to

show the condition of the cancellous tissue and how it is arranged

7
to support the welght of the body at ti‘tﬂ head ahd neck;.m
L
sy the question of the action of the ligmueny{turus, and whe first

planned the disseetion to show it; the heavy liver affecting the

oo Y ;

/" use of the right step;@ the diseovery of the supracondyloid pro=

gess, and the proof of itﬁﬁ‘ prevalence, These are some of the
o
struther's known lecture points and they prove by analegy, the pres-
C -:‘}..-:'.._,:{c.m B oy . 'jl
ent student how well Séwwsherle Phillfpot's lines_?ﬁmég:the Bapbnd
[#t)

_——q_—,r_\r:\{_i‘_'-ouc-——-— —

.M{EMI;*I had an opportunity on two occasions of testing the belief
that the right side of the body, as Struthers used to teach, and
anatomists believe, #48 heavier than the lefts My weighings gave
precisely opposite results. I published the f‘a{?s in a pamphlet
along with other observations, an! sent a copy/ito Professor Strum
therss I was sorry I did so afterwards] I thought of the proverb
*Remove not the ancient landmarks."

vV
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AL AT ba=Thowt to communicate some neatly-arranged list of

teaching lore, Pirrie often found great difficulty in COMMENeing,

Nul, that he lacked wﬁrdﬁ,Tnn.'}' flowed fast :-mm;.;]l,ch- was 80 in-

ternally afflicted with what he was ahout to say that the very

exactness and completeness of his knowledge was a hindranee to him.

He would commenee, as with pointer in hand he went from lecture
table to black-board, from ¢ board to diagram, from diagr:

imen, thus:—* Now :;--l'jﬂ} (look at) this, see ! now no

t soo mice to have one's ideas exaetly arranged now ! W hat

could be nicer than to have this, for instance, admirable dia m,

and this most perfect, for instance, speeimen side by side ! it's just
e appealing to the eye/’ T .

sommminication of the fact drew to a close, a more guiet

and resigned demeanour came over him, and he ended up each

teaching bout with the moral of * liow niee it was to have one's

jideas arrang’

His difficulty in commencing reminded one of the throes of the A/f:", e ""'-5
7 ~eperiee of the overtures to operas. Some musicians have mighty *
7 f— - N ) e e
s ¥ 7 fforts to communc»-;Mw—-h-rrll.\l-.-x:Lru::L s toend, The uninitiated

musician thinks now that /s the end, when a further chord and

atill another breaks in, and keeps up the dying musie until it
might be believed there 'wi_s a chanece for its 1'|-c:-n'ut“g.',')bf whers
o Alere is hope. So with Pirrie’s commencements and endings ]
they ‘wers troublesome to him from his desire to eommunicate the
facts neatly, and his loathing to part with the subject. The wisilds- /f( it 7
“ for instance” wezdever fn his lips;we® he brought it in between
the adjectives andgfr the nnan',:uu': even broke a word up to get it
in.  t“This serew-for-instance-driver” is a good specimen of the fﬁ:’“_’f = "‘J"{‘/

fone was Irc-atclwm. As hu@"{ﬂfl‘rr

- . # . 3 =
this peculiarity became more and more marked, until during the

/ r.’)‘l{«--‘\’

A

last session or two,when Pirrie was in the ®seve nties,’ he often so
wrapt himself in his overture that he altogether forget what he
was framing the introduction to.” Li® cher he r».-m.limul)i spite
of failing memory, and his teaching power was evidenced even
although his brain refused at times to respond to his kindling

enthusiasm.
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Pirrie's kootwledge of the History A Py st .
exact, He knew the date of birth, d f ( £ £on _/Il Y P e ) by KM’?-- .
all that is 1.'11“\\.':1. of all great surgeons™s : list of [ ity s il "{.-'ta e q(/'f rlf,_._,"__
quisFliur.ﬁIfj-Hu-L—g-i-uﬂa—\-hh applied to many men, Joht unter, Sir f;' ol / ; )j .
Astley Cooper, Baron Larrey, and others. He had ﬂ-iiﬁ-t at his L r_,(;" rrﬁ ey ,4’6‘,’ Eonn,
finger ends, and delighted in the recital of them. Ha had all™, L ¥
his work at his finger ends. His frequent phrase of “as fast as ML'__

f 7o /3 it

R lrgy

you ¢an speak ™ was evidence of his fast bind fast find memory.
He could in many instances give a list of things backwards. His
interrogation " now backwards now " to the student who had re-
lieved himself of a list of possible dizeases of Any Organ, Was over-
whelmed at the examination table to be asked them backwards.
Pirrie could give them himself and usually did, indicating the
diseases on his fingers, commencing by peinting to the thumb of
the left hand, and when the left hand fingers were used np at
number 5, he went on to the r'-__'h.[ hand and consvmed
as many of them as he required commencing at the little
finger. He then, whilst lecturing, would say: “*Now back-
wards now,"” and after finishing them off would add “it's soo (it is
gn) nice te have your ideaas (ideas) all arraing ﬁ (arranged,)” or
“ Now whaatt could be nicer than that now.’ His memory wi

aided, I have no doubt created, and maintained by a severe system
of classification. To see Pirrie’s classification of ulcers as he
placed them on the clibvard was appalling. I once saw a student
write at the foot of the page on which hie had copied down the list

of uleers, * This is a specimen of classific

truly it seemed to meet the circumstancey. He enumerated fifteen
kinds of common uleers, with one, two, or three varieties of cach
classifiey a.b.e. Six kinds of speeial uleers with three varisties of
Hnl!'.:’ll.'.*.’l.:.ll. classified a.b.e.; of particnlar forms of grene he
gave fifteen kinds with, in some iostances four varieties, all set
forth and rigidly d Alte ier he mentioned of uleers

alone sixty-three, counting the kinds and varieties of each. *“It's ; )
B E A

s00 (it is s0) nice to have your ideaas (ideas) arr _v&_ (arranged).”

This will serve to supplement the proof, if such were needed, of

—

s @ittt

Pirrie’s unf & mMemory. frEeret e

When spo to on the subj always expressed himgelf : ’ﬂf L 7;_ ‘,17
s

**I niver could forgit it." He enid 50 hi—t#o-—p&uuwt-nﬁl‘:u writer |
when Pirrie had reached the venerable age of ( He spoke as
though he had a long lease of teaching before him yet. HHe had
session after session gone over much the same ground ; he had met

fresh groups of faces, young and impressionable year by year, and

in the asse ion with youth had forgotten that every fresh group
meant a stage further on for himselffanc _L‘?E‘l:r__c__ewcé':fiﬂ_'." 7!";1.1_“_'- a
knowledge and memory which had stood him in good stead for
nearly forty years seemed to remain with unconscious fresh-

ness and vigour.
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“Mardohal performed the operation and Fagon
survived, The Maréchal de Lorges, of distinguished rank and
ﬂ;ne'ht‘l] graotg fortune, proseeded—with-equal (presanution)-precan=

é’l -Hﬂf-hﬂtmsomh]nl in his hot'l twenty-two poor ]ullp]v afflieted
with the stone, who were eut by Friar Jack with the( (zreatest)

()'ﬂ —graatest success; but while the poor patients survived, the graate
Maréchal himself died mfftnr’ﬂrlﬂ turturesjthe day following the

.f"i : operation. This was decisive of the ll‘)‘ulll ahf poor Friar Jack:
Maréchal lying dead in the streetSof Paris, while Fagon eut by the
r/.(‘{, e Mardchal was rolling in his chariot through the Hot’l Due,” The

i \ Fror confusion of the name of the{Maréchal de Lorges with Maréchal,
the "IEI‘p’(‘DB/IiEi awkward, as according to Pirrie, the :sllr-r.-uy

“lllu]]dy“ijﬂ ol]{rltud)ft]nLJ apng !lr_ Maréchal de Lorges coit

Fagon for stone, The sentence i : ““The Mardchal de S
8 i ?u‘ % P it e Aww e
Lorges lying dead it his superb-Flotel, w]n]u Fagon, cut by Maré- /Y, oty

chal, was rolling in his chariot } the streetsof Paris,” i'l:ku-inver- o N = Mj&a/;
mn—mrt—mrlv—ei—i-he—ma u?Fhutllc cenes of their surround ; f 4(()/_
i 18 geenes of their surround-

LA o, = 2 ¢
ings were » The Hitel Dien was

Z cmn:nunitr fn Pirrie's lips, and the oceurrence of the word ¢ hitel ®
in the sentence suggested unconseiously the association ¢ IJLu/ S 3
hence it is we have Fagon rolling in a chariot through tllpﬁ)sp[tal
while it should have heen the WMaréchal lying dead in his superb

tel. The confusion is inextricable, but Pirrie had not the least
confusion in his own mind, and was uneconseious of his mistake,
It took a few minutes for the listeners to know what had happened,
the confusion was so complicated. But the older students expect-
_ing the muddle, burst into laughter and applanded at the word
¥ Hot' lﬂ_h " and Pirrie's torrent stopped. The applause he
aceepted, the langhter he ignored, and it was nsually thus he got

out of the mirth he created and the derision provoked by his orato-
rical perversions and aphasic twisting of sentences.
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sG0pe, the IIJI!'I..i:.i.ll.!l.llth'llil'.'. the |:-.|'_1.':'|-_:-\J-
scope were inventions bronght into prastie: i tl itical surgery
late, late i H in e teachi I he
never either mastersd their manipnlation or availed himeself of
their aid in di wosie,. He had a m 1 nt hinoonlar mir-r.|.:§.||||;
which he showed nmow and again. The morning the writer saw
this instrument Pirrie had to caich a trai
5']:1!"!'. The lecture was ug :A'n.-l w8 and ]"l':n:; and duwri
pesaion {15 ')l"-'ll"hll".'--ﬁ ! ar pathols
ant. The adoption of ¥

of confusion ;-:r-'-'-l-mphl--.u bk 1

L'Il':‘ Cliused

nish
wH mioun Iy o

ndon from W
1

{applause)!] ‘¢ Gentlemen, th

thing I would not do

le specimen of °Cus Corcnscles’
nis) “Tut! tut! I mean *Cu
B, ECTAPINGE, lange

'i.'-'nl-'l'l n :-l L

e noise, went fo ihe MICrOscopE, __|||.'i..:1 his

ra to the @ i 1x:|*-'--1"".f put it out of f 9, and after
I|--:.|:-.'.-:'r:.:'.; abhout the al 1 ntl and mi r for

few
segunds, turned to his aseistant aud asked him to attend
show the *cus corcuscles” to the students begause

cateh his train.  He then in great haste left

the words ** Pus Gorpuscles " remained unsaid.
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CHAPTER VI — -f’! s

€

ly o large crowd students round the entrance to the

by u
Huospital,

¢ ATCAin

The seris-eomic dignified solemnity with wh Firrie
1" (arranged) his conntenance as he passed through them,
was always provoeative of a fringe of delicate conten .r],'l'ln- exoel-
s pwn admission (out-patient) day

Va4 man ]'..I.?' some o=

£ v Q f
Eamlint 1o Tuba, e i« il ot e e i Aeatlery ave rwimeemife f?r;//-:r,.a

further south, an nssistant wving the out-patient work,
: e : i
and the surgeon the in-patient work only, bot g much Pivatpte st (7o g gt E€ ',/
The love of teaching fullowed Pirrvie AT
dictated hia every thomehe
An old woman presented hersslf befure him om one 1,
mistaking his room for the pl dan's,  Pirrie inguired : Whuatt's
the matter wi' you, my good wuman derriemeet" < Oh! jfst (just)
Af& {had) ughd, Dr. Phrie”  Pirrie at once f | e
‘

He im-

in this buld commoen-place ence & text for tea
mediately proceeded to address Lhe numercus studenis around,

about half being Eng hus: ** Now, gentlemen, just stand for

instamee back, and m arge square circle. Now, my goud
iy ¥ &

| dwperreewy, Loll these nid tlemen whaatt it is that is the 2o
matter with you.'! The old w nrej : “Oh! De. Ffrrie,
I've & boaad llll-1!|1-‘, W Wh n'.:#:“]’:.'l.'il. oontines:
& Now, gentlemen, is'nt it seo {(so) mce to hear the dear g
wuman é&w{ﬂ}q’} express horself soo g9 | in her ll1ll'l’4$!f“-
TET ay.”  Approaching the hlaekboard with chall i
hand, and making the large eq circle” still larger, Pirrie pro-
L ite : -—‘_L_.;\l bad.” When once more he
\".']|F:‘;tf, my good wuman—now, don't be frightened, my
nz to konow what it is [ {_%

o
pitient,
good wuman, these nice g lemen are an:
that is the matter with you.” © Hoast, Dr. |'ﬁ‘t‘i|-," aays the patient,

Wound up in the spirit of teaching, Pirrie b  Now see |




this, see ; « mow ; what pould be nicer! This dear good wum
declares her disease so clearly. Now
on the blaok-beard):—
A bad—8ooibice—loast
Anglics -sough
Alias—bad ould.

¥ Backwards v,‘:;"‘. 2 r(‘n:"'rcuf @ Lpes 41"’ J L

a marg

|:|I..i-=
yau, my man, rYie asks.

P his sleaves plies

oy, mixin dough.
fow, gentlemen man makin' folkd
1 thess :-|.-:I'.__: to some lo

nterestin' to knos

el

my man f Pirri

'
Y oW

* MiteRell an i Lhe famons firm st

ak t alory, 5 i 1870 when

.
4

oddities of phrase and la

HRImE, and it is ;'||-,||. galble fo s them all, even did 1 k
all, but of even what I know 1he number would extend berond
Fpace, Hore is an r:-..:_:r.p'.-- ol e ar Twa,

rensanable
with the usunl erowd of

W ng feom ong ward Lo an
students after him, P to communicats
information upon eve aring 1! a ward
he found his dresser, Mr. about to apply electro.
¢ usnal maching, to a poti in the ward., Donald had
boxptoken out the '.ﬂ:- iphores, and was prosest

It was at this point t




ons Pirrie frequenily managed to muddle.

and Sir William H_.,._.n:m_z_v names were constant

frequently he re-baptised them, ** William "

Paget and ** James ™" Fe E.w...w: ed a truly ludicrous

racler om one occasion. Pirr ; 1 wl oocaslon

. ;___.u“.__m.._:
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LU P
Sims h a well-known surgzeon, whose name is associated with a
«

eular operation, and throughoeut the world I.‘-[.‘l.l'i.n:‘. Sims' opera-
tion is known and pra '.-rd,]ingjt so hay out the time of
Pirrie's lecture,Sims Reeves had been singing in the Music Hall
A€ Aberdeen, 1 great temor was of course the talk ol'ﬂlh-:
town and his name was on every one’s lips. Pirrie fell into one of

phasie slips over the coincidence, and whilst lecturing said :
“ (fentlemen, this operation was devised by the great Ddr, Bims
teeves, of New York 'y (®lass !.L.:.mu’}r

The following sentence is characteristio: bk A!l\']‘-:llll__f L
patient to go to the country for a stay he enunciated * Ye'll Jist go
awWay to the country for three weeks, _\\:'11 bask in the sun 11:--.;|I1.
and day, revel in cod liver oil and cream, and come back and sce

me in a fortnight.”
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CHAP

ey sip thi sed
The writer of these remin s had a characteristic inter-
view with the ‘ DBarron™ wi lie w up for his second
at that time, Surgery and
I left Aberdeen

professivnal examination in

ieal study, to join a London School, and

liad been two years in Londe ¢ 1 went up for my surgieal

xamination. Pirrie knew nothing of me: it was three Sessions

previously that I ] nded his class, and 1 e he him



Ha told me to ca

I seeor

when ki
Eoing to

erowd weént, o na left th 1 7 g wonld b

attend to the questions, so laken with Pirne's entl

anoonk freated me
irea &b the Cal
(juint) ; and he

mentioned




man like Hameook knows anylhiog abo nG oF MY WOTk o Sur
gery, but they are mentioned by all great writers, and [ think it
in only justice I asked when I wrate to him on the subject.”

* Hut Hapeook does know of your beo

W How you know that now®"'

“ Bpoanse Haneovk presented your book

g Cross Hospital Medies hwol,” 1 cxnltantly dec
T "';.{Til.lil-_'.i:l'_". hear that now. |._| &l T

tll |_':'- .'|-| '_i_'l;,l_"\-\. L have =a1d o ]

unj 15k men ars i hor. | had no oces

otk was unj T did think it was a

that he appe

FPirrie bropehed off on mootl i A groat many of the
Professors had the utmest d r their clasacs in
order. Now, I niver have n word, I
tor Leate with o
dence that I teach surgery to many o man in my class, becanss
half of t been pupils of Sir William Paget and Sir James
Forguson,
anwwered that Dr. Birme
teacher. That in my
yot fonnd o real teacher. hat I had
Bohools that ."11'-‘--- — will “‘take the
k o'el il this in the largest school:

replied : **1 have nearly
3

tup-pence what sny man in Aberdes

L TWell, it » i be wery presumptive of me,
{tions, to repeat what I had heard,” 1 ¢ d: at the samo

to put into language what 1 heard from old

ot o, it's just between ourselves : whaatt is it they do
gay now" I'irrie repeals.

T kad by this time got my

Iy one who could teach, | who took the

nghts collected and replied th

sherdeen was D, Plrrie”

[




Ehroughn Eis

unéertainty.

CHAPTEE H
T L et AT BT
Tr:‘_..--..: e

St ey oW Togerd 1Y

AT TEE—TEAM AR TARLE.
-

liked., From this o zall w if t i tha

was declared to have
fle or & means of |
Lions ChEnd
nations nt DBoar 1% of
in that exa
of L
EXAI

gy, 1 A
wholo career of the studer I'PFJI. |
Ho keowa tho vilme o f
t n poor Lest of & o
behavionr. ‘This [ had
hid thi h
of Aberdesn.

in the leature theatre
of their knowl
".,.l:|| VIEE Tl h
gentage, A
mber of
g duaring exar

leplurer on

e

by asking me
on the dead
Liers
this man,
ench of us to form separst

separate pioces of paper and put




papors and the eurious eoin

woee almost |

fairest examiner 1 ever
Alr.
WRE iva to his for
Here then
i the studen
knowledge, r aver & period of twao or thr
VEArs, Was n -r;_'---.|. BaET Bt
:
cxaminats
| Firrie dad n
nterest #8 o bl to lestare
of tedwry who osenpied his
s in the Hospital; buat t

meidered from

by o quistion Pirrie ask

el v Bags™ had his

hand ! rticular posttiods
the !
a-|||,-.|.:.," se, indica=
tive of the wriat
_iu.'. it, nt ke B PETRL
¢ inferior-radio-
all is't now."” I'II'.
for the sudde

neoessary lnlorm 1 L3

tradict him.

{upes, he did not

ovaom
oafeEl, WEers oftan
herd heir old
throngh Aberdesn E1F o
remark ; TOh I

furniture of his cluss
m, part of the erowd that of

viloal interest,

then af Amor,

paraued his vistt
potion of who he wa

i Manson

whenéat
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Pirrie's every public professional action and raises a smile whilst it
at the same time breeds an infusion of contempt.

Fragmektary and insignificant tlfey may seem to men whofknew
Pirrie beffer than myself, and tofthuse who knew him intir

they may %eem here and there top much of a take off, and tiferefore
unjust. Bt it is because I knefv nothing of his domestic dr inner
social qualjties that I have had fhe boldness to paint the myan as
he appeare{ to me and to most fof his students. Not only go, but
it will be rgmarked that there i no acevunt here of his chfracter
as regarda/private practice. Itlis because I know nothing\of it.

I only hople that some of Pirrie’dold assistants or old patienfs will

supply the I.l-:lii.-'n::LU].'1 if ever a sqeond edition of these reminiscpnces
t. Many a story is thld, I know, but I am too fagfrom

see the ligl
home to geq at the lore [ want, bu} there are a few old pupil§, who
did they puf themselves to the task Jeould supplement my efforgs with
much of intdrest. I would advise{the publishers to appeal b Dr,
Mitchel Brupe, Dr. Alexander Reidy Dr, Ostlere, Dr. Law, of Lon-
don; Dr. Jhmes Reid, of Windsgr Castle; Dr. Patrick Blaikie
Smith, of Aberdeen; Dr. Thomgs Milne, of Aceringtonk Dr,
Charles Dav tl

I)_ligj’__ul.} hefore-

son, of Coventry ; Dr: gnd to

CENCES.




i AL
ﬁﬁ{{r 1"'.-’({{

that it was not without danger is
w was roceived ¢ the iat

irgery. |

cotasional sds

contempt L

went o it oame fu
highor and waxing
it was drowned 1o a torrent of

momier seEing me

thers snw me s AGTPTessUre pLo
It would boe ve vainglorious of

brillianey with which it was executed, but 1 think you must
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until

#DOVD

=0T

Braes o Mar™

, hie had net &
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a line of 23rd Paalm as it i | 1in the Seoteh Bible

F sh renders thi £Tn ible, but to Beofch folks
w know that af

Lord's my Shepherd

nail. Many know,
1 ¢} L 1k o

q # and the exeruciating ag
nail in the way of extra
in guesticn approachi |
e 11 ) b raeabitrtir
i Whaatt's the ma

i & haad tae (toe),

PP -'-'/r’““ s

' ,,"/ (et /f- t, Css

4

- 3 B r
“ Pat your fut are, now."” ’/ e LA -.{.':_}

nag

"% Thea man, & put his heel
laid meress Pirri l N g ¢ of eonscious anti
dread and the knife; peized n scissors with
Tinnd whilst higlgrasped the font with the other.

o0k 1 5 +

‘Yon niver haard
oecasion.™
Meantime Pirrie is applyiog one bade of the scissors beneath
the edge of the nail.
Wkl Dr, Ifn'.-, nane o that,™
iy man,” insists Pirrie.
it, Dir. I:’(T"'-”. I canna stan't (stand it).

eremptorily exelnima.

+ LT .:"}'1'1:-_" as the scissors penetrates

Fou were

re mothi




(L Ciemclom

A story whic round of the Aberdeen papers a few
years before Pirrie » something like the fol
lowir

came into Aberdeen to the

1 at the end of June or begin-

Cattle
ning of July. He passe wle forenoon in the Show Yard =t
T : o ) thin the Bhow

38
dicsh T “p..._.__ﬂ._._.

with a few nips of whisky and

.___..u_.._..“w Frol __.wv. .__r.. Q “._._“..__._. _..._m_.__._....._.
rprised to find that it was

an ooeasional smoke, He was rather sn
three o afternoon when he looked at his watch, and
s remembered he had

having to ca
town. He ¢

varions errands to ex
hurried up in the hot b
ribbons, tart

He went |
eareful eye on h

Union Street h

poor man fainted
to restore him for a fo nt for their

.Fr_nﬂc._w\m:; Pirrie il cab. 1 entering the shop
he niade his usual demand : gighteen pence for the ecab,
_.

please,” and then | weeded to examine the patient. After a short

t disease,’

 Dy'e know anything abo

interval he declared that t . 1 pro-
cepded to take steps cordingly.

this man? Can he afford to pay, because if he ean, I have ni

quiet rooms beside Union Bridge, he wonld be moast (most)
comfortable, the landlady is a dec

I would get mi'oun (my own) nursie from the Hospital to attend
u-__r...__"._...:_ The

to him. I'm sure he would bs moast (most) eomfo
1 out of the shop;

nt honest woman (woman}, and

people he addressed were only too glad to get

he was only a * customer ” to them. [t is curions how the same

person can be to two men two different names, but so it is; the

Far 1.A.L ;\v

i




uid of the
1 fee=hisanom. |
# draft, shaved

ek ||-|I --'E

Mia

iney which w

i |||-|1 and fr

n/(;‘"“ .'»ff: {/ﬂ

believi 0 was in ol 1 eyl 1 the bed-room door

of his

el head in the looki Lo he came alarmed,

peared down
ned his elot
S {f& ..EJ eloge over his brows and bagk of his neck to hide his s, |
i E 2 5 5
/ (‘Lti ."{..r.- Ao gently descend i stairs, and found, to his joy, heo nld open the
| 4 7 — front d ri I irried to the atati 6 am. the first train
: ‘/‘,_ i

/ -r_.-‘___.,.., : ,‘/ eonvoyed Fi

- i

12, and Pirrie had,

, harber,




@yyﬁamf,fé &(ﬂﬂfwf
f ’. /- ﬂ/ﬁ’s (‘,

”tg,f/ /;;

AL de

e

.-( A0

s /

¢ L
Opfe Lo St id

I'

L £y f? s /
/u'-' J;.,:, = [/:
ﬁy-‘./f}ffj% A E}

e oy s B4 Y24 ;;;‘?
e
L ST A
x‘-.ffz,‘ firesy il l— /

e
ro
i

'f{ r‘r;_,/ S
Y2222

71
i
s

+ i
UL A

( /
s AL AA

A

.

cse A ’J(WM«/;E?;

bora a4 "L/fc‘ J,c;

Tees,

Pl

bl

4"# S}Flﬁ

"“HM &
f"-—*ﬁw//h

g of

{f :f __f"’_{ (4—1,. £ .-/3"/ / /{f{d‘-
{leass

1/ r o

A
4

Lo f

1 .."- pgs .‘r-:
A Fd f

/‘TJ?”,‘\

Lt -
(1 I.

Yice e
a.__}’-::f/ﬂ._ﬁ rz{f fﬁl}g.r//(/}’"}

A %17' l.":;-l/_{ {/i !.r"

T f
LA ‘{i/; -"F.H.é.(l.f_{._?f

L( //"7;?‘ “5/’/3-”/;4,
A ,_,( N}-’

.;3’

y; S5 S
e




f /

il T
il A
{4 *Jllr_rl-(’l::‘---.]f

o ..r"l

o [0 O -(¢(-'<.z ¢

F‘*’Lf Corcpicca ” Vs cocen *V AT arL Lpecpiopa 4*,»;-:_/
C/”f-:('ﬁ r(_x' "’1"/”"-'%/ _’f'lfff*’.f—{" -4:&; 7%6’ /4/;/”/*’{.’),
‘:-'!{‘ L7 Y102 ANy "{ -?’“?.-fef r”'.«f,r o~ lell Hiae Lo

”"/; s vaivasd v Z%t.-ﬁ la /f/ //
i




S, il ’(f {’{f
woblicse . %ﬁf

Lotley of sreece , r'{f--’E-
I |

o ;
L 2, B L E wrreid {

i & -
: . '/_, Fa -
"“’ff Tiees Z}.ﬁ-ﬁrrx?./

" A¥ :‘f,‘/ r./} biter s
Yo s, of u"jfx/ ﬂ(’/. f_<_:;ﬁ,

£

t‘f’rfk.

ol i LA
:'.z'f .'i-'.lf’uaf.-f'f‘ff" .-'ld'f" EET A AA

M/!ﬁff”{)yfﬂ?fff/ / /J-'/'(Ad’(.//( ‘/ /;/"f-:/ .fé:".f’ /

-'qf‘.-' UA “ . e'-(/ // I;‘X‘L

r"_ 1

rfg:'rrf fa’{'zj/{/(f% -“I// £1A ¢J(.
/’/Ld{ (f/:-.; TAA _..I;f’./.rd/

( L &/ .l"fﬂz.-l ! r'r ', '..' :
€L /JT' I I%" it
/ ' L-:/ -"' /’7 i '___f-'
A f'_. {',.’-/: _.r)E' 1 & nd f P f {_.' J ALt 5 { /{ /{J Py, ,r"rﬁ-g P ¢ /.FL/J(”-{
7 o e g = / AT

(et ¢ /€ Al clltta .f‘:‘ /¢ et
'lfp‘.r‘, i / Y, ;’;’ f T /’r I}x
§ 1':-(% ,r:'/'z JII{.{ -/ f} [’{a‘/{-’ /(.(.-'/_ f _./ 44“.-: /

/ gﬁfﬁﬁf,(w:ﬁ/ oA ﬂ’/ //;zf{ ’?/rafﬂm AL o Tce

-ﬂ,:f_/ (;; Z / tfﬁ;"gf:{ ;Ei{{, . /?/




{ 7
AL Grletedt 1

+ ."r'.. & /
Ye A= ( .(-
; /.- r

{3 - [ A
WL«H f.:"’// f/f”// 'ﬂ'_’#f

./‘ LA LS /
-

[

,.f,

(h e

7(

|

4

o 1 '_-'?( _zf .

4

L '“x/;f’:/
'-.z

4

4

{7

]

{//J 2/, ,,/ f}*m

/_.?/ '.’ //"

7
la s

T

(f.;)""-"f/’{/

Fol

i

bl ELE
r/ J,/

,-x(;f 44;, ,r,/z’ fm“ff//
:,""’4’ *.-|!"'rf~{:’:'//I.;’l:#".I

r’/

3,

A7

!

/-‘I/'.Ilszf




Chapolirn 371
\/M»{u {3/&!

tecetceed M «ff { </ lotcicet [ELL V24 £¢ rf
G | 7 iy 5
Y Yl it U/ /f! . .<":’f :' QLI ITE /r"?’fw’l/ Ore

.:":_.'r/!"gf..rzza" " ':""rf_f ”Gfrﬂ’/,/ ffﬁ{/{?/ /.ff/ & & f
/ q%%lzf r/ fl".-"'(ff : .-"/ // K:i [P, /{’ LA - 2 zj" 'j;.'-.-

i 2 7
liy . Gre of Plitices tletl bz

]

=7 ! /.;"Ill"/l l’-z.r l/ I.K?/ 'g--“{-‘I £ '.:?- {:‘T{?’{/
o
&fe s K/.:’ .-/( ol /// r,/
A tnaso / ot
Fd

/ _.-f
top 7P %

/-fgt o f‘.-.’r
: : : f#/,(ﬁ{/}
i f/I/ o Uty VT ,H 5!( il //

; -'./r.." ._ ./ 2 i L
st e - At .

. ff.f" 5&:(‘({}{} A A AP /ﬁff ALY
LLL _f XA LI Ay (il , ALY ELe s H7 rr’}k
;LM Lo taccdol 7oy Yelicnee Mtzece fwf;r il %22

AH
,_w::a/ by Wsse fuefo, 1. e iy

i {:.;.—’ X : & : ." 2 X # £
v ¥ /‘{fv St icee Jf ( fm'“ff (.t ” Plet ot 11 0 Phice

LLAAL rf‘ﬁ/(fr/ fg{‘; fﬁ{ ,@//W{{
o1 *ffx’(f’/ ({/%?H_L / ' bt arfas Lo/

I

",fn:" LA t'/ ({//4 7 ,-'7‘} : /f { .. il //N?/ ﬁ ( If/% Z/-

rd i .l'-‘_
'

f f{% -”5:‘.{-( :*}’}ff: 5/;/!f zfcﬁ:c/ Q Lec cu : Lec/o

g ERE Cet s /'/;“f b -’5»:#;}1:_,,. g7 f{g,' ‘f “,?7/{‘&/};;“44[/ J;f ee 4 E

&

fﬁ%/ Fa

e

C T et ;
LA o 2 b L8 Utetted . -',' o
//‘

et HE et ﬂ M?’ /L-".-g'-'/r’ 4 j?r'g:.’":' Ll f’ ”//
¥

S / #

2 b £ 4z fr.-_.a__

//’

(,{,._"", F" f' P & T
&

L”’ f/’ . :"‘i: /}Z .4’ ?“"ﬁ“"”"’/ f’/ T ﬁf{’

prces Ko d” u VA Vs







'1‘I|1'ougiuuatﬂthe reminiscences; if I have communicated the ’:,(“, A i L4

idea that I have been holding up a gextiren to ridi le, I have - /

failed in my task. Nothing was further from my mind, Ifany | Zre e

‘{’_J’ of his relations can discover in the LLI-.{I tell anything more than
the eccentricities of & great man, they must blame my want of

power to write my 1'<>-rli|1;.';s£r:Ltlu-r than any attempt to produce

“*squib,” or to tarnish the honour of a life long career of devoted
energies to the University of Aberdeen,

With all apologies to old students for af tempting & work which
80 many of them could have done so much more ably, I cannot do
better than give an account of Pirrie’s funeral and the publie
sympathy shown as I find it recorded in the Lancet,

“Dr, Pirrie was accorded o publie funeral by the authorities,
and how well the public sentiment had been interpreted was
by the enormous concourse which apcompanied the remains from
Marischal College, to which, in aceordance with an old custom, the
bedy had been removed. The Lord Provost, Magistrates and
Couneil, the University authorities, a large number of students,
and the members of the Medico-Chirurgical Sveiety walked in pro-
cession, while the sympathising crowd was supposed to numbar
thirty thousand.”

Poor old Pirrie! It would have done his heart good to know
the sympathy his death oceasioned,

idow's tear,

Low lies the hand that oft was stretehed to save,
Low lics the heart that swolled with honest it
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