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The fellewing is the netice which led to this Repert.

Britsh Mediezal Jeurnal,

Jan,; I3th.

4.0n the prevalence ef Leproesy in the Islands ef the
Pacific,and the suppesed exemption eof certain ETalps .
5.0n the cenditiens undsr which Lepresy at pregent
=
prevails in China,Cechin-China,Batavia,and the Hlay

Peninsula.,

[0.,The best egsay on any subject cennectad with Leprosy.

This Repert refers te Nes:4.5 and 10, and is
in as fulfilling all the conditions fer the

AESAYE.
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The Methed adepted,te eobtain infermatien censisted-:
in the isgue of & netificatien eof the degire of the
National Lepresy Fund ; an accempanying circular and
Pest-card;and a schedule of Questions to be answaread.

The 1issue was made in twe languages,English sand French, #
The great difficulty ef the enquiry cengistsd in tha
enermous area of the glebe ever which in formation had

to be fatrﬁﬁhd It wss impossible in many instancesz to
ensure the e¢irculsr reaching its_destinationin the time
allowed,let :hanﬂ the replies,®™ many islands in the)
Pacific a beat calls ence in 98 zix 'ﬂﬂ*‘JLI'm,a-'.-":::..:ni_c.f;:::
the reply was ready in & day er twe another six menths
before a reply even started on its return journey,must
‘ﬂunwvﬁn:.dﬂﬂ' ef the mchedules ne in &uwinr 1895,

ligdmi e ven ate as the autumn ef th AT, much viluajlﬁ
infermation 8 commnicated,

For the guidance eof future Inguirers in this field,it
well at the outset to point out a grgrievous error.In
the schedule I ferget te agk the very neagegsary question
"Is there any Lepresy in the distriet"?.In censequence of
thééserious @gt-:- nmis-*iur@ﬂ.rw sent ne replygintil a see-
ond commnicati Dh was made,when g letter of regret was
rﬂcﬂlveﬂ,suﬁulﬂr “gﬁﬂiI am serry I cannot help in the
enquiry as there @8 ne Leprosy in th@nLnLrL¢tF§IEprﬂsy
igs very far frem being universally distributed in esven
China whevﬁimnst peeple hfliﬂgfﬂ it wag a present evil
in well nigh prevince,A seconderror ws=s,ihat the ques-
tien of the yraat-oa of vaccinationwas nuu put mere
definitely.The questien eught to h“v- been-:"Ig vaccinatll
ien practised;if so hew long hs ﬂlt besan intreduc,dj;what
propertion of the peeple have been vacecinated and whence
ig the lym_ph derpived»?,

The tetal number ef replies received far exceed my
gsanguine edpectationg,and the repert actually cevers
“E"'-ZLEJI'l’J‘H"""t- ened in the requect ﬁ_-.'iﬂ by the Natiensl
Lepresy Wundfﬂ &Nermous as

I can enly thank thes= who h supplied infermatien

and the blame lieg with mygelf if 'romthe excellent
materizls at hand ,a report eof scie 1fi¢e value is net

ssured,
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ENQUIRIES.
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condition of s tivation, rainfall, &c., and density of population

Disrrisurion.—Is leprosy more commonly met with amongst dwellers. in plains

or hulls ¥ -

L

Hereoiry —Do the natives believe in he I"-ill'_'-. [runsmissLo -

R Coxtacios —De the natives helieve JCPOEY to he -'--:|t:44'ix;l.4"

VY. Foon.—TsH5h or other food assioned:-as a canse ?

e T——————

VI, Sechgn ATION.—Is 1t obsfrved & T8 sot how 2

VIL Tuvserctnosis, SyBusgs axp Mavaria,—Do You observe any connection between

Lieprosy and any ohe of these ?

VILI: Vacersarion.—Has Leprosy inereased with the use of vaceination ®

] b 1. 1 i ¥ - . ;! .
IX. Teearsent.—What do yvou find the best® Do von Liow of any reputed native

oruos -

s T .
fteplies, to be in #twe for wmpkiineisn. :
i ’ i j wobreatron, must be sent in
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tial point,in the investigatien ne

vanturedto undertake an sngquiry

The mest recent werk of any mapgnitude on leprosy,is con-

o ) 5 o i
tminsd in Davidsen'gexcellant work on & and discag
geg of Warm ClimatesY.At page 433 is feund 1= Follewing
gtatement - aprogy axXists throughout the whole :
apmire of Chinav,If my anquiry has done nething

: e i : J 1 & I
than to preve tha¥ statemsnt t be false,it will
congiderable value,That &5 ion i false i:
ratherad by even a casual glance at the text,fe

he rezd. an rezd with int B Lhat not E_j"-’.- ol
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,ZM.T},_ I—State the Physical Features of your district, noting—elevation, distance from sea,
condition of soil, eultivation, rainfall, &c., and density of population,

wa 0% elans G L
% 1A River

joath, i':',c;l;tr';t.-'. the region
North and :"L.L.-w:':-.ll.ﬁ in the 'E{J..llh'sr

or te put it meres exactly,betwsen Latatudes 53.N.& 5.5,
and be 1Vﬂeann itudes I00,E.& I40.E. :rmﬁ&mruh te Seuth if
the region measures 4000 miles y &and -.PDsflﬁlast. to West
at}ma,}eeema-u,- > i e OB, ]

abeut 2500 mll-‘s:‘ahd bears a populatien ef 600,000,000.
The ennrmlty ef the area and thes population renders it
beyend the pewers of ene man in a life time,far legs £
in the six menths available,to cellect with exactitude
infermation respeeting,the haunts and habits,the *=*£nﬂnx

tf*ﬁiﬁﬂaeﬁxand the secial '*hlt%.@' the Leper.

Te deal with the physical features of ithw em continent of
ASIA facing the~ Pacific Ocean is beyend my pewcr)but for-
tunately I can command the skill ef an expert of the
Teremest rank.Mr S.B.J.Skertchly,F.G.S.,F.A,I.,late of
HeM,Geelogieal Survey,is at present leczted in Hongkong,
and with the zeal of a true sciencist has undertaken the
task.Hence,the report is from his pen.See Epﬂci;lﬁ
article pp.l ) and Map,

DisrrinvTion.— s ||-:||'n--'_~. Mare |'u-!|1l|:--z|.1_x met with amongst dwellers n ]:l:iin.‘:

or hills?

The answersg are chiefly F"oqp#mllzrr en plains,and the
repert af TLeprasy amengst Hill @mw dwellers is mers hear.
§aY.Dr MacDenald (Fatshan) writes "mere commen in plains
but extends aleng the waterways inte the hill coeuntry

as far as Shin Kwan", Dr Vinton(Cerea) says'Corea is
praetically gll hilléznnﬁ recerds but ene case of lepresy
seen during a feur years sejourn.At Gensanpn the Rast
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F/ & fé‘fﬁ' : /q et 0o )
A leprous » _ I saw only ;'~ﬁ¢chll&uéﬁ the Canton village.
fyi“(” and certainly he was no ' Héﬁﬁ; but that proves nothing-
L The child wss only in arms and leprosy might not develope
until puberty or at earliest during ihe third jyear.

ChuniEs
It will be obscrvéd that this gquestion rcoaEEEEeg an an-
swer as regards native opinion only - The question really
Kgﬁdﬁéﬁilﬂ annuls the private opinion of the enqairer sand feesmesds only
the opinion of ithe native. Perhaps ithis was wrong; but ithe
belief amongst Europeans so negativés theé probability of-
heredity that the matter scems scarcely worth engairing intg

dehed Wl AT

farther - Leloir, almost alone, maintains that leprosy is
directly hereditary,and all enquirers in the sabjecct of lep-
rosy have written his opinion down- Moreover ., after the
result of the enguiries into the subjeet ko the Leprosy
fommission in Indida, the guestion may be rcgarded as settled;

and altheugh I agree with the cenclusion ceme te by
the commissien that "Lepresy is net diffused by heredit
ary transemission"jin the present state of our knewledge
it is perhaps better put, that"Leproesy igs net preven to
be diffus=d by heredity".The attempt te eliecit frem the
Nativeg what their belief isfin regard te the hereditary
influence of Lepresy,afferds evidence of no scientific
value,Their belief i%?or the megt part that Lepresy 1s
handed dewn frem parents te thcirﬂ_childr~n. A parallel
enquiry carried oeut in any civilised ceuntry,ass redards
the heredity of,say Cancer or Phthisis,weuld abtaidkthu
belief of the Publie ,but it weuld net in all prebility
agree with the scientific epinien.As children s bern
of leper parents are brought up under the same roof
and suckled by & leprous mether,eentsgion comes into
the question,and it is difficult te disasseciate centag-
ien freom heredity.
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death eccurred.In
ryinthis instance
ceitus with & leper woman:h he eentinue
at heme with the rsult that his daugh
sdeveleped lepresy I

We

¢ Ll

,{t_“/ﬂ_,“_ : L' b
;4/ ant—1 he= 11 ey tru in te whom I

garvice

/(f' ed lepresy,yet his mast ept him in

twe frequently r hy

chinese junk-and

gand intimately asseciate

the weaather was celd the tw ‘ 3 Blecp beneath

(fféz_ s&ﬂ?;ylapkﬁL,uvﬁw after the "hev" had beceme a prencunced
leper,Awer the "be resy attacked

- - T
thereby

e
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h-n + - = n ™ 1 -
Questlen.o. Ieed-:iIs fisgsh er ether feed assirned &g 2 cauge?

fﬁ_ﬂé This gquestien was asked in erder te obtain infermatien
a/r(_e/n,é' - ————et H:r‘ Jenathan Hutchisen's si.a.":.-r.-‘.'_-.-_;[ﬂ
gencerning fish diet as 2 cause ef lepresy.The result u;K
the engquiry G..l""“;‘:gld] that statement,ss in the ceurse of
he snguiry ne ‘.ﬂ_nil.lr: have been deseribed with whem fish
did nmet at seme time ferm part ef the diet.Few peeple
e lived teo maturity whe have net censumed fish in seme
ferm.lNe religiel gect that ¥ I have heard of digallaw
g figh diet .Vegetarians we kniﬁﬁf:uv; hey became £
after mat “I;$ and enly when d;sp~n:_ or sentiment get

the upper hand.We eoften hear it stated that Negreegilive
en pumpkin,that the Chinamen live en rice,and many leese

ments ef the ]ci11d.1 Sl —aRaRe— e r—r e — T
falasentpt—td [ can at ence 'u:i 'v"l“
Chinese de net prefer, a—&m’f—# e
Botpdg—a—peeed i@ coolie gonsiders that
a preper meal unless bet flﬁ&?llﬁﬂﬂ ,-..‘E-i—;-q

Figsh fresgh,raw,salted er ret tten comes net amiss to him
he thinks he is badly used umless he gets it,be he a
dweller by the geg or far imland.0n the ether hand the
Rajews of Bermees live almest entirely en fish;yet there
ig mever a leper amengst them.The question may be redue-
ed te a paradex-:All censumemps ef figh are net lepers, but
g2ll leperg have censumed fighzthera. the gquettien must be
left.

.ﬁiLE,The sheence ef galt frem the diet fer any length ef
time,is held te be a facter in the dewelopement of
leprosy,;and in India,the rige and fall/ef r‘*ﬂ*r p?icﬁ}
ig pepularly believed te play a part in the appearznee
of the disease, The, explanation ef sueh = hﬂLlﬁf is
easgily eneugh in:.‘keffrd.vhrn any *s“¥}F feod is scarce,
egpecially such an essentiz]l as galt,latent ]F‘“Uﬂy will
speedily shew itself,and persens befere they HP“ deprived
of the fnu@}n questien, fﬁn parhaps never sunpﬁctaf of
being lepers. =
The twe chief sceurees ef salt in Gh}nﬁfre the szlt wells
in SZ-chuen,and the salt mille nearTaku at the meuth of
the Pedé-he river ,The fermer may be censidered the
Seuthern,and the latter the chief Nerthern sgeurce.lew at
first sight it weuld seemas if there might be semething
in the theery,fer are net Kwang-tung and Fekien maritime
pruvinueﬂrtr remeved frem the # galt reninnff.ﬂn leeking
mere carefully inte it hewever,cause and effeet are net
ge preneuncedly linked. It ig true the het bed ef lepresy
namely ,Kwang-tung(Canten) and fekien pr-vincqf apchetween
ognd 3000 miles remeved fremthe salt sceurcesggnd in the
neighbeurheed ef the PEI-HO river !n—ivpﬂuwr:;ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂv

"4




the distriet whence galt is experted te the previnces
mentien/as mest lepreus,ne leprosy exists.Further thers

12 & salt tax in China,whieh ne deubt tends te make the .S
peeple leok upen salt as a luxury mere eor less,.Sea earrik
apge from =ven Taku er far away Sz-chen hv river,ie & very
cheap traneit in Chingand the salt tax LE "Fe hezvy =5 te
deprive the fairly well-te-deo ef the article.That the
peer clacses may be stinted at times, there csn he ne deny-

ing.0On the ether hand censider the salt supplv ef Manch-
uria;the salt haz te he carried frem the Pei-he near the
sea ceast ,first by beats up the river and then en camels
backs many days jeurney beyond the Great Wall.An expen-
give and semewhat preacarious sna;"crzyﬁf there ig no

lepresy met with in Manehuria.The deprivation ef gslt
cannet therefores be eongidered te held geod in China as
cause ef lepresy ;altheugh the want ef szlt in the diet
ef lapreus peeple will ne deubt hasten the developement
of the gymptome eof the disesses,

: = E;SF_Q’gl'bgvTizgiégsr?.
;anit~.hi¢mnﬂﬁT? B - g

TION VI. Segregatien-:Ig it ebszerved? If o hew?.

By segregation is meant the veluntary er cempuls-K

ery dwelling tegether ef lepers.Iselation is efte n

used synenymeusly with segregatienjbut iselatien implies
a cemplets retirement.Cemplete igselstien iz net knewn.
The inhabitants ef evem the m est strietly kept leper
Hegpital ,are in daily centact with the healthy:be they
medieal men,nurses,attendants,servante er elergymen.iie
leper community is in this senge igelated frem the werld,
It may fairly be taken sg a proef that lepresy is a sﬁV{?
Bcoeurge in any distriet,when a leper gettlement ig feund
attached te itjand, it may be taken &s & act of gelfl pre
tectien ,or mark ef higher civilisatien taemmt the part ef
the inhubi%antnfthmt has induced the_m te nstublisﬁfhﬂ
hema,The werd "heme" perhaps best axpresses the naturs

of the gsttlement,for it must net be imagined that a
leper village is in any sense a Hespital,.They are net
igselatien as¥1um;;bUtx merely ref UTH% whenece lepery whe
have net the strangth te esarn uq“L" mé deell.Ner is

the idea this statement econveys qJLtﬂ truesfor the majer-
ity are mendicants whe daily ge ferth te ebtain alms.
They are te be met with;in sheps,in the streets,en the ri-
ver,everywhere in faet these dwellers in the VLLlsge,mlx
with the bustling erewd,handle the foed exhibited fer =

gale and pay the esash they garry in tHe=sgt their g#ltsré%ﬁﬂrnd

handg.The village they dwell in serves merely as a het-
bed eof lepreus infectiom,sand the discazse will remain

#» endemie as leng as these nests ef in Yeetion are main
tained,
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