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DIARY OF R.A.M.C. OFFICER
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may get tired of reading so often about the
which one so often and so successfully pursued,
ubt of the importance of both, There is

lated to depress the splirits of the troops as
om those they have parted from.

¢ky in being eble to send letters by those who

ches etc., from headguarters of the units I
ving with. EHaving my own transport 1 was able
we never went short - and our animals were
fed,
d to write.this diary on the cday I left the
ept it up until the day when I was sccorded
he S.African Constabulary (Baden Powell!s
8 months' service wlth the lst Cavalry Bde,
the 9th, l6th and 17th Lancers.
er a trek sometimes of 40 miles, I would get
ulances, light a camndle, and write up the
while they were fresh in my mind,
eturned to England at the end of 5 yeara, I
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The Beoer war was only a picnic compared with these.
October 22nd, 1899,
No., 11 Field Hospital and No. 9 Bearer Company, both
mobilised at Colchester, I was attached to the Field Hospi
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night. I have had a good ui_-.’*:'xl of fever, and well marked local
reacticn.

CCTOBER 25th, 1899, 1l felt pretty seedy all the morning aftex
the inoculation but got better as the day went by, Kept aquiet
in the saloon until the evening., At dinner they started a
shilling lottery on to-morrow!s run; I got 291 miles which

1s much tco low. They put up the likely numbers to auction

and there was spirited bidding. The 1l2th are like a lot of

rich schoolboys and don't seem to know the value of money.

OCTOEER 53.’31?‘.. The value of the lottery went up to £6,6.0 on

4

account of fellows bidding for tickets which had likely numbers.
I went to bed early and this morning I found that my ticket had
been sold for 4/- s0 I got back 4/- having paid a 1/-. The
winning number was 303 and was won by a man named Collis in the
5th Lancers; it was arranged that the winner of the daily

ort to the table. Lease made a few
shillings on both his ticltets yesterday and to-day, I drew
another bad mumber to-night and it was bought by a fellow for

1/= 80 I don't lose anything again., I had a busy day with a

el

mare wno was suffering from coliec, an old case: the farrier

=]
sergt. had done everything he knew so I had a try. I hed a
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lace arranged on deck and covered with thick mats, then she
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was thrown and I borrowed a pgarden hose from the chief engineer
and gaveé her en enema of a bucketful of soap and we
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turpentine, then 1 made up some balls of Extract of Belladonna

; . : P 0 e A [ e e o B
and Ginger &nd had 2 given; 1 haa the place screened in with

salls and 1t made a grand loose box, about 10,00 last night

she passed some stuff for the first time for three days and
this morning (2%th) sghe is practically well. The mare was a
great favourite in the Regiment anu the Officers are delighted,
especlally as one of the majors had said she was a hopeless
case. I knew all the time that she was not Yery bad because
there was no amount of distension in the abdomen. nor nain.
We have had grand smooth weather so far and a very
pleasant time, I'm not looking ?Qrmir& Lo ‘having my next
injection but must make up my mind to it; none of the Lancers
wlll have a second one,

ine Iellows aid revolver practice at vottles which

Were thrown overboard this afiernoon and then played football

on a wel deck witn an old pair of drawers made into a football,

they didn't realise thal a broken leg might result and stop them
al Capetown.
"we nad a fire and boat alarm at 6 D.m. in order to

LEECI Us our proper boals 1n cuse of emerzency, oome of the

-t i ]
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young fellows stoppea ana naa Lie nose played on them when it

ot dark,
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Willch is rather a promising number: il was sola for &/- ana
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Ltotal amount realised was over £11 s0 1
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my ticket happens Lo win 1 make £5.10.0, ana if 1t loses I get

wve to pav my 1/- for the

claim half 1 would be paid 5/ and if my ticket won I would ge

—

no more.
1t 1s getliing much warmer now and very hot down darmorng
the horses; he men are one deck lower down and must be fear-
fully hot; they will sleep on deck after to-morrow.
OCTOBER c£81th. ¥y ticket didn't win, 302 miles run again in spite
of a strong wind behind us. The men had a sail bath rigged up
this afternoon bul very Y
L ..}
batning will he made conx
irip, nothing to do excepl read, and my éyes won't stand much
of-that., We couldn't be more comfortabls, The vouns subs aven
TRy e b - ¥ - | - 5 1 -

Ii . iaxed 1 Havye it Nose pizyed on them at night and =z
o1 of them said: "thex coulan't have that even aho: a pleasur
‘._.-.--_ l..'-";L”.

One of the horses developed a running from the nostrils
anu fever Lo-day so0 he has been isolated in 0 the loose boxes
which 1 suggested should ce made, 1 noope 11 18 Lot & case of
glanders for that woul play the deuce with the rest of the
fI0rees and numvers woulc have 10 be des Lroyed,
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nocn: Mol of the young officers are eyoer Llent shotis. There are




three meruser pistols among them and lhey are certalnly &sjf 11¢
Weapons the recolill is experded 1n throwing couli the emgly
yeapons, the re _ ner o L3

R . -~ ; e \ 7 . e e ta I !
ridge | 5 al in re=cocking ithe weapon, It carries Len ENOTL:
in the magagzine, Just twice ihe 'y in the ordinary revelver.
The lottery to-night was hicsher than ever, but I didn't araw «
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very like ¥ number, 310 mileg; . 15 e mosLv we Ia Sl 4ol '

service on the port side

Jor Eastwood presided and we

Christian Soldiers™ and

"Eternal Father, strong to save® The-captain told a yarn at
lunch about 2 sea captain who on one of his voyages thought he
would have a service on Sundays. Only one of the men turned up
né he theught it sn't worth while having a2 service he gav
& e £
him a patl on the back ana a tot of grog ana told him he was a
cood boy. Next Sunday a2 whole crowd turned up and he gave them
a long service a told they could go away; Lhey hung
about ana he asked them what was the matter, said L

then sald

said that aliday was Sacremen

It is getting hot, :
“UOUL a dozen pholds for kajor Atherton, 1lZth Lancers, to-day,
He 1} i € as mine iidn't know how to work it,




he is posting Lheﬁ from Las Palmas to his wife and she is to send
them to the papers. I wonder if they will print them. I didn't
think it worth while to print any for publication yet, I expect
they will be swamped with photos taken aboard ship and one regi=-
ment is the same as another. We had ainner half an hour earlier
to have a concert for the men afterwards on deck. I sang "The
Hidshipmite®™ for them. We are wondering whether we shall hear any

news &t Las Palmas when we get there to-morrow.

QCTOBER 30th. We gotl near Las Palmas about 2 a.m, and then

uropped anchor till aaylight ana unen went ahead. Thw town
looked very pretty from the ship. We found the "City of Venice®

E a good deal

-

nad arrived the night before and was coaling; she
faster than we are and her run of ine day before was 326 miles
against 305 of ours. Af ter breakfast most of the officers went
ashore, Irvine among them. We were surrounded by boats with
fruit and they were soon doing a roaring trade in fruit and
Llovacco, lne laiter being auty free and very cheap. The coal

a8 in bags and we had 450 tons to take on board. There was a
British crhi;ar namea the "Niobe"™ lying just outside the harbour
which had just been sent from feble Bay to stay at Las Palmas
until all the transport had passed, there being a rumour that two
transportis of ours had been sunk by some boat wnichn the Boers had
bought from one of the S.American States. At alny Trate our route
i8 L0 be patrolled by British Navy the whole way to the Cape.

cr e E 2 an 3 SRR Tt [ S T | 3+ bs 2 e o e - - = A . "
Lord Airlie, commanding the 12th Lancers, came aboard and inspected
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5 g s o ovacked me up in greal siyle for what
the vessel:; boih nis majors cracked me up 10 grealt siy

I had done with their horses; their bet is on the otaer boal

so 1'm afraid he.will be getilng jealous; ‘they lost one norse

g y ~ o fa -
on the way, fron pneumonia. I saw Tate when I went on the City
boat. he was very well; they don't do them as well as we are daone
in the way of grub, they have punkahs however, which we have not.

1 went ashore when Irvine came back, the town was about 4 miles
from the guay and the road awful; there was & steam tram running
and the carts etc. are drawn by mules, very thin and starved look-
ing; the whole road was a sea of mud until the town was reached.
I saw two or three camels and lLook a phﬂiu of one, alsc of one of
their carts and of one of their carriages. The houses are low and
fla}-ruufed; a fine cathedral with some good pictures and a good
many Spanish soldiers loafing about, most of them very young. The
women were very yellow and ugly as a rule, We got copies of the

o 3 P
Il LIl L

latest telegrams, one of the capture of the 1l8th Hussars,

White was being hemmed in at Iadysmith; it seems quite on the

cards that we shall go to Durban and up to relieve him instead of

landing at Capetown. The City boat left just at dark and we let
off fireworks just as she passed ana gave a great cheer, oiie

eteered close to the Arundel Castle boat which was packed witn
Uitlander refugees pgoing home and there was more cheering; then
ghe went close to the Man-of=war and there was iLremendous cheering.
The Castle boat took our mail; it was lucky getting our letters
off at once. we finished coaling at-8 p.m. and got under way,;

r
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we weni cluse Dy tue "Nivoe" ano tuele was bWlicwsuuuvub Cucellig,
they turned their search-lights cn us lighting up the whole thin
and cheered like mad. The French Navy was represented by a
miserable paddle-boat, very ancient, and could not probably

go to sea in bad weather. The Spaniards had two torpedo

boats in the harbour.

_pTCB“W 3lst. Opened a very large abscess in a horse's neck,

the Vet from the "Vienna" had seen it the day before and had
said that on no account was it to be opened before two or three

days, 1 saw it this afterncon and thought it should be opened

F
The Farrier went to the 00.C. and second in command and told

them I was going to operate, and what the Vet had sald; they

both said I was to do what I liked, so I did. I expect their

Vet will be rather sick when he hears about it. Got the
Pneumonia man on deck and slung in a hammock: it was very hot
below.

NOVEMBER 1st. This morning one of the horses was being

brought up from below and struck his head against the iron of

the hatchw: j making a triangular wound about 4 inches each

way
and fracturing the bhone. I had a great job stitching him up
and I think he ought to do well. There are two horses with

temperatures of 105 ° » 1 hope they are not going to zet Pnewnonia;

] -

I'm gso glad to get something to doctor, man or animal, Had my

second dose of Anti Typhoid Serum to-day but hope I shall not

feel so seedy as last time,




NOVEMBER Znd. Had a very bad night and was very seedy all day
but felt better this evening. I drew 304 miles last night in
the lottery and it sold for 21/-, I thought it was a likely
number so claimed half expecting to get about £5,10.0. We only
did 294 miles and this ticket was sold for 2/- and the owner
took nothing, so an investment of 2/- produced zbout ﬁll.leU;
I shall take whatever my ticket sells for I think in future,

We have just passed Cape Verde, a very green and ‘pretty »
it looks. My horse with the cut head is doing awfully well;

I think it is going to heal by first intention; the neck horse
is well a2nd so are all the others. We passed through a belt of

rain to-day and gotl several very heavy showers.

HOVEMBER 3rd. Feeling much vetter to-day. Ve lost a horse
last night, one of those who had fever, I don't think a horse
is capable of standing a continuous temperature of 105 go have
made arrangements to give all horses with temperatures over 103
40 grains of Antipyrine; I found 2 0z. 1n the ship's sure gery

this morning which will carry us on for a while., The sea last

night was awfully vretty with phosphorescence. There 15 a splen-

L)

e

did head breeze blowi ng all day and

& t is beautifully cool, the
water in the bath is guite tepid. The fool of a farrier last

night went and put on two blankets and mustard to the horse which
had the high temperature and I shnould think nastened his end.

Have a case of pleurisy with effusion ip one of the ship's crew,

Jo. -




I drew 290 miles last night and it sold for 5/- so I let it go.

The ‘Tun was 301, so I netted 4/-.

NOVEMBER £th. ILast night was so0 frightfully hot, just like
the monsoon without a punkah; I shall sleep on deck until it
.gets cooler. The men are doing target practice to-day over

the stern. There is a nice breeze, but not so strong as yester-
day; we shall soon pe in the S,E, trade winds and then it will
be a bit cooler, «92 1n the horse deck tnis morning; we have
lots of flies which came from the West Coast and an ocecasional
locust; lots of porpoises, dolphins and flying fish, We expect

to cross tne line to=morrow.

HOVELEER 51h. Testerday'"s run was rather a surprise, only 284
o E ¥

miles; the ticket had been bought for 2/-. We must have got
into a current., In the afternoon word came that one horse had

a temperature of 108 and another of 106, in the forepart of the
ship. None of these horses had been up since we started, for
there is no ladder to it. I had water poured over them and

Eot the hatchway c¢leared and the two holsted on deck; the other

i O

temperature was rising to 1l08; 1 had the hose played on them

r i + 4 T e oo Py oy P e ¥ .
and stood tnem 1n tThe WALNQ Lie :C.J:

]

s00n came down teo 1025
ana they were out of danger; both would have died but for
treatment, they are deoing well teo-day. 1 took two snap-shots

-

of the horses hanging in mid sir, they ought to be good., I




have now CLJJII_':'J_-'LQ:L{J'L:L a A0zZen and am LU“lj-in{_, them to red Campbell
to develop, I'm not sure they will be worth sending to the papers

50 will send them to Shenstone.

NOVENRERER 6th. {esterday's run was only 276 miles, we are ondly

e e e el

crawling along and I should think we will not getl to Capetown

until the 16th, or perhaps later, we are in a strong adverse
current, obut inere 1s a splendid cool breeze and after all it does
not matter about a day or two. We certainly shall not get the

bill of fare that we do on board this man-of-war. Ve had a service
on deck at 2 p.m. and boat drill at 4 p.m. I took what I think
will turn out an excellent snap-shot of the men pulling in one of
the boats, S50 many horses in the fore part of the shis are e tting
fever tnatl they are going to fix up a permanent ledder for them to
walk up. They had to sling another up yesterday. No more deaths

80 far. Ky pneumonia man's temperature is normal.

NOVEMBER 7tih. Still crawling along; run 275 miles. I won a3/ =

on my ticket., Iectured on First Aid to about 100 men on deck,

¥y ticket last night, 279 miles, sold for 12/- so I ¢id not claim
it and won }1/-. UNice fresh wind and 211 the horses doing well,
FOVELEER 8th. Run yesterdey 296. Had & horse die of colic last

——

night; I made a P.M., and then it went overboard, it was a horse

Yo was slways getting 111 =nd suffered greztly from sore back

last night,

%0 they are not sorry it died. Inoculated  more men
uweather besutifully cool; we passed a maeil boat yesterday home-
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ward bound, she signalled a rumber of mess iges, but she was too
far off to read them, Another boat 1is catching us up behind anx

T} y P ' ] 4 - -
We are very anxious to see what news she may - NAEVE.
m o A ol = e ] i I SR | L T
9th. The run was onlvy 276 miles, The wvessel turners
= vy v e . g o b 'al N~ = P TP | o ] . g 1. i~ e b e e e
a2 transport with Coldstream Guards and Mounted Ini ancry

she did not get close enough to us to signal till about 5,30 p.m.
They had heard no news since the 24th so we were able to tell them

EL}-’.’J:L

g lot eof work

T had

8 horse yesterday, she had been very 11l with fever but had been
picking off, she got so weak that she could not stand, so I got
egg soup, whisky and essence of beef into her by a bottle every

2 hours, she was very hungry and could get on to her breast for
about 2 minutes and eat some food and then had to lie down agalin;
I would llke to pull her round for them as she is a great
favourite, e signalled with lamps after dark to the other ship
The horse dled during the night, perhaps it was as well for she
would not have been fit for months, It is beautifully cool at
present and this 1s great luck seeing we are so near the Equator.

oo
185

mr
my

ports t night,

it

was 20 cold.

- ]

gone down to 64, 1t was 96 a few
days ago. Had another horse rather bad last night with colie,
but he is better to-day. I have gone back to blue clothine., I
got a wvery nice flat juare basket from the steward and am hav
it lined with canves, it is fine and strong and will turn in hand
a3 g bnsket,
- 13153,
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Very cold and pitching too much to get the ho
{. Thank goodness we are nearing the end of our journey,

never was so sick of any trilp before,

1.-—I-..n ] S A (e lodid - K 3 O
NOVEMBER 1! A very small run, 277, this is due to the strong
head wind and the pitching, the screw racea and we lose a lot of

its force. We passed the "Caspian" yesterday about 12 o' elock,

freight shlp, which was carrying Engineers, wagons, and some

horses; she was going very slow, they signalled to us by means

of a long carpet broom instesd of a flag; we told them they had

better get out and push
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night and is still
at it this morning; the men had to sit on the deck while we had
service. The run will be still smaller to-day, I expect; only

© more days, thank goodness!

NOVEMBER 13th. Strong wind and heavy sea, run only 245, so no

chance of gettlng in on Wednesday. At 2 a.m. the propelle

Lp

stopped and woke me up, some bolt went astray and we lay in the
trough of the sea for 47 mimaites while they made 1t tight
mist have tightened it toc much for at 8,30 this mornine she mist
have stopped again, We are now lying-to and she 18 rolling geily
her best so far is 22 degrees, 14 is the most we did on the Nubia
coming through the Bay last year, The horses are standine Vvery

ddiy

well, they take a firm hold with thelr hind feet and press against
the breast pads. It 1s still very cold, enough for a great-coat
on deck last night; i1t ouzht to be melting so near the Equator,

The men had to sit on deck yesterday while at service, Last nipht
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very rough
bit faster,
I hope we
some other
that a cask
I was a
of 1t to be
but

board with

ropalirs. 1

nearly pot
g a.m,,

ducle. We
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shall not find

port,

member

wouldn't

cheers,

got here

in the saloon after dinnar.

We got under way again after an hour and have uot

We had 650 miles to do

poasibly zet in t1ll Thursda

dolng about 200-215 milez a

day. The sea ia as bad
dld not sleep = ast night., The Captaln

to the wind, so iteh. 1s taking

we only p

cur proper course, but it makes 1t quite

for the horsea,

198 miles ve

sterday, the sea was

ﬁ
b
cr
@
=)
-
o
Q
=
o
=
o
[
o
fa
=
=
@
J
'L
=
o]
l'-‘.u
=
.
0
[
v}

et
ne

can't hope to get in before to-morrow about 5.0,

orders walting us to go on to Durban or

Yesterday some of the Lancers made up their ml

of beefl There wWas

g Board ordered on it and

the meat was perfectly good and we ordered some

1

cooked for our lunch to-day. The men drew the meat

taste it, They marched to the side and threw 1t

over-

fust like spolled children.

: 3 = ;
The encines stopped again about 4,30 p.m, for
went down to see 1t done and when sne siarvea again 4

drenched from a cup. We sighted Table lountain about
1 1 T 1 'z 1 T o 3 AT 4 3
also Robbln Island where the lepers llve. v 18 of wlild

than we expected so have slowed




down ao eg to be in sbout 12 o'eclock which will enable all

the
men's kits and saddles ete. to be got up from below, Arrived at
12,30 and found a gale of wind blowing, the well-known South
Easter. The "City of Vienna" got here early this morning and the
Nomadic" (the boat Palmer is on) is here too, e are at anchor
and will probably land early to-morrow. The Staff Officer who came
of f sald that the Lancers were going into camp about 3 miles from
Cape Town on some flats, very sandy, andi we should probably go with
them, They will have to walt here for 5 weeks and then advance,
Lots of troops are belng sent to relieve Ladysmith, I wish they
would send us. I saw the mail boat lea%ing about an hour after we

got 1n. Hard luck ! Will not be able to post this for another
week, but will wire arrival to-morrow, The ship's canteen has
been broken intco and they say that somg of our men were seen near
it. I think myself that it 1s a job planned by the ship's steward
to cover his deficiency or to make a llttle profit extra.

(9 p.m.) Some of the officers have just come back, If Infantry
come in during the night they will be unloaded first and sent up
country, otherwise we shall disembark, One of them had a letter

7 S

from Sir Georce Hewnes, Strand lagazine, who 1s starcing a new
o = 3 & 3
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{llustrated paper cailed "The King" and asking him to send photos

s

of anything he took, and if he was not a photographer to hand the
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letter on to somebody who was, They wlll develop and print Iree
' H - ¥ ot my a 1 §= - £
of charge and pay for any they keep. Thils is a great stroke ol

o

luck, so I have packed off a dozen with descriptions of them.
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NOVEMBER 17th. Vie went in to the docks about 7 a.m. and began to
unload., I got a cart and sent all my light baggage off to camp at
Maitland, about 4% miles from Capetown. The Cavalry Brigade are
going to assemble here and go up country 1n 2 or 5 weeks time. Ve
could not get out our heavy baggage until about 4 p.,m. and then
got it loaded on traction engine trucks. Palmer went with 1t and
the rest of our officers went by train. ZEveryone was amused at
old Dear walking to the Station, he was was hung round like a
Christmas tree with water bottle, glasses, revolver, etc., etc.

Ve gpt to the camp about 7 p.m., and found it to be all sand with
serub, The tents arrived sbout 8 p.m., 'there was a strong breeze
blowing and the tent pegs came out as fast as they were put in,
They made a shelter of boxes, etc., and slept in the open.
Foftunntcly there was & full moon. I unpacked my bed, but the

others lay on the ground.

NOVEMEER 18th. Found that we must keep this ground so began

cutting down the serub and got up pur camp. Ve only pitched as

N
many tents as we needed. Killed 2 snakes and saw marny more harm-
leas ones. There are polsonous ones about, so one has to be care-

ful. I took a large loaf from the ship. Breakfast in the open,

brawn and tea, etc. The bakers came along and we got some more
bread, Teoncvan came out about 10 a.m. and was very civil. The

sun is very hot, quite as hot as India in cold weather, and very
dry, The men worlked splendidly putting up the camp. I had sole
charge of the whole arrangement and do just as I like. Irvine

made me Adjutant and so the Sergt, Major comes to me for all the




orders he wants, Deemnm wanted to collar half the men for his

.
readiul

work and I have been sitting on him all day; he is a d
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old fusser. Ve had some bully beef soup at the men's dinner hour

and have arranged to dlne at the same hour in future, for it won't

be posslble to have late dimner. There 1ls a splendld water

supply from the top of Table Hountain which 1s quite near us

iy filter tasted horribly and I have been rumning water througt
it sll day, it is getting much bestter now. They are sending lots

of Infantry up country as fast as they arrive, The mosquitoes

o

are very bad. They have 5% months hot weather here, all the dis-

comforts of India and none of the luxuries, so I won't ask to

serve here, There 1s a good deal of shade 1n the camp, s0 we

shall be very comlortable, Ieedling in the open, 1 Dad a good

bath this evening and wanted it badly. The sun bllstered my arms
when I was worklng without my coat. T.W,0'Hara Hamilton is in
charge of the other Cavalry Brilgade Hospital. They have not

arrived yet but will be encamped alongside us.

sy

NOVEMBER 13th. Mason arrived to-day. Cottell not yet. Our

horses looked nuch better than the "Viemna's", I was the only
one who zot lettera on arrival, B.M.J's and yours. Irvine went

-

to the Post 0ffice and found one of the Post 0ffice Volunteers
whom I photographed on Salisbury Plain, he was very pleased and
sald he would take particular care of 11 Fleld Hospital letters
and aee them forwarded at once. Found tariff for wires 4/ -

b1 i

word so thought 1t not gcod enough and that you would see the




arrival in papers. We don't get half the news here that you do at
home, the papers are full of lies. The wounded are doing splendld-
ly, I believe. I gave each man his dozen of potted meat this morn-

ing, they were very pleased with it. Palmer had his great-coat

stolen on the way to the camp.

NOVEWBER 19th. Had a very busy day, drew mutton, so had a leg
cut off and hung till to-morrow in the meat safe, Had a scratch
dinner, soup with Bowvril, potatoes and German sausage.

Took a photo. of Church parade, also issuing Iorage,
Lancer Camp, with Table Mountain in the Lauh rround, group pacikin

their kits to move up-country. One squadron of the

(]
0
ct
=
"y
o]
o
H

=
L]
41]

went to the Front last night, our Batbtery Ammunition Column has
already gone up and more Lancers probably go to-day, so I don't

think 1t likely that we shall stay here much longer,

=

all the pannlers to-day and repacked them, 1 was able to empty 4
entirely into which I packed other things, Tock a photo of the
officers and operating tent 1ln the evenlng; Maller took it for me
go T came into it., We are now quilte ready to start. Hiason turned
up in the evening and we gave him some tea. There is a lerge farm
near us and they sent 4 bottles of milk for the siclk. They are
very nice people, but 2 of thelr sons are fighting with the Boers
and one 1s a prisoner at Capetown amony the woumied, About B o.c.
in the evening one of the Commisarlat Officers sent and asked me

to go ard see one of the family who was 111, He sald they had been
very kind to all of us and so I went and found a cousin bad with
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went through




ok

hysteria, Her father is a very wealthy Burgher in the Transvaal
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and he has been commandeered and 1s now fightinz with th

upsets the daughter of course. Heard the news of the last vic
=Y N vy S, TR £ 1 = SR [ LT +1- e 1a ST .
at Ladysmlth when the K.R.Rs. slipped into the trenches unobserved
and peppered the Boers, The farm people say the Boers will fight

it out till the end. Hamilton arrived last night and came in

to-day.

ROVILMEB

R _20th, Raining a little this morning so my gum boots

vere handy. The 2nd Bde, Field Hospital came in, having slept

s

fo

in the Docks lasat nlght, tired, hungry and dirty. We gave the

officers a wash and a jolly good breakfast They were rather

surprised at the way we did them and were very grateful, H--------

has got very thin. He made kind enouiries for yvou and the kids

e o . i - & sy e s & i - P e | Ll s gl L
and was very civil. I think he is very sorry he fell out with me

E |

in Saagor, I knew 2 of the other officers. In the afternoon we

went to Wynburg where there 1s a large base hospital. o
have been passed that no one, not even liedical Offlicers not on
luty, were to visit the wards without a pass and Irvine was too
indlgnant to apply for one. Ve sloped about and chatted with
some of the officers who had been wounded, We are using the

1

kes a very little worse wound

o

complete mantled bullet anc 1t m

Ciaan the Lawser, All the wournds do splendlidly, One o

1.0'a allowed me to go into the Boer Ward apnd I took a snap of

Genersal Pretoriouz who has 4 bullet wounds. was nct pgood
80 I gzave 1t a time rid hope it may come out but I feel




pack off the 2 dozen. From Wynburg we went into Capetown and I
got 4 pounds of tea and some more ground rice, for our ration of
the former ls not quite enough. Films are 3/3 g dozen instead
of 2/6 as at home, and everything is very dear, ground rice 6d.
a pound. Mason is still messing with us. The leg of mutton was
excellent also the stewed prunes. I think the climate is not too

bad after all but it is a very expensive place to live in.

NOVEMBER 21at. They are trying to render the officer less
distinctive; all medal ribbons to be taken off, Sam Brown belts
under the jacket, buttons dulled, also scabbards. Infantry
officera awords are to be taken away nnﬁ they are to carry car-
bines. I expect our swords will be taken and I hope so for they
are a great nuisance when there is work to be done. They are
issuing lots of special equipment for this war, operating &prons,
mosquito curtains, Berkfeld Filters, etc., in fact,
doing as much as possible tc keep up with the times. All the
pipecley has been taken off the men's belts and their haversacks

~

are being stained with Condy's Fluid. Ne word of a move for us
yet, it will be getting monotonous after a short time, Frince

Alexander of Teck 1s in camp with the Innlskilllings.

Fairly heavy rain thils morning. Tate and Palmer

have invested in gun boots and are very glad they had the chance,
We are goling to store our spare boxes wilth an agent in the town,
1t will only cost 2/6 a month for the lot end 1t will be quite

safe, The Goverrment Stores are not safe and it would not be




at
posslble to FFLL box in a hurry, No letter yet. The rest of

the 12th Lancers go up to De Asar to-morrow, The 10th Hussars
are the only Regiment of the lst. Cavalry Bricade left
have not yet come out. I don't think we shal-
men are now packing their kits which are to be left at the base
poor devlls, they don't have much, and what they do have thev

have to carry themselves., I bought two more tea cosies and B

dusters in Capetown to-cday, they make a great difference to the
tea. Ve are getting excellent meat here and it is all the better
Tor hanging one day. Dickeson has a cunuccn here but the prices
are frightful, 94, for 1-1b pot of jam and so on; I'm very glad
we brought the stores, the butter is excellent, and the tin we
began on 1s not yet finished ard has not & partlcle of taint., I
have stitched my two top blankets together and the bottem one to
the end of the quilt, and then all foup together at the foot,they
n't slide and come off my feet as when single. Cot a wire st
8 p.m. from De Aar telling us to be ready to move there at short
notice, this was followed by a letter from Capetown telling us to
malke r“uLﬁcments to move to-morrow if possible. I'm glad we
ready. I stained all the men's haversacks to-cay

have everything

with strong Condy's Fluid, a beautiful brown.
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sard, we struck most ol the tents early and pot ready
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Lo move but the order has not come and we shall have to pitch 2
or & tents to-nipght for the men. Last night was most intensely
cold, I could not sleep on account of it, I'm golng tco have my
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socks on to-night and more blankets, The glare is very bad
80 I went into Capetown and bought a paid of blue spectacles,
8lso some leather to mend my boots, We have a shoemaker, a
barber and a carpenter among us. The Lancers left to-day, I

don't expect we shall go now till to-morrow. There was a bip

L3

whirlwind to-dasy in camp, 1t took up heaps pf dust and papers,

nearly stampeded the R,H.A, horses and blew down a tent or two.

Entrained at 10,16 p,m. Got 2 first class

got into one and the rest of us into the other;

I undressed and had a splendid night's rest, We took 90 A.S8.C.

L]

on about 1 a,m., Had & good wash and breakfast at a place called
"Iriangle" whére there was boiling water ready to make the men's
coffee, We had telephoned on for coffee, not knowing the

arrangements, and had the pleasure of paying 3/6 for i1t, when

the men's would have done equally as well. The road was very

steep and winding, and we had another engine to push behlnd,
Eere and there along the line are volunteers posted to hold

important parts of it and water supplies. Our coach-belongs

to the Free State. We stopped again at Touse River and watered

up. One of our fellows has just repcorted sic%{with Dysentery
and the fool has had it for 4 days and said nothing about
is an awful muisance men doing this sort of

8 irain came alongside us which had 40 Boer prilsoners on board

who had been taken in Belmont battle. They were in open trucks




and guarded by our Tormies who were seated on the edge of the

1

truck., There were other guards lying esleep off duty in a wegon

behind. It struck me that it would be quite wasy for the Eoers

to upset ocur fellows and the train which only goes 5 or

6 miles an hour at times, but they would probably be shot I
suppose if they did. The line to De Aar is only a single one

and our train had to wait at certain statlions to allow down
country ones to pasas. The Boers stopped exactly outside our
carriage and I got two excellent snap-shots of them. About 5 e
We stopped by a station and a half-caste girl got us boiling
water for tea, she didn't want to take anything for it but we
made her take éd. A little later we came across a Red Cross
train full of wounded going to Capetown, I jumped out and got
the driver (who had just started) to pull up and let mse také a
plcture of i1t, I then took another of the kitchen and pharmacy
car whille it was in motion, I don't know how the latter will turn
out, All the bridges we pass over are guarded by volunteers who
thus =zet our men free for the front. We stopped at Princs Albert
Hoad at 6,15 p.m. for tea., We had tea and cocoa which I made,
and bread and jam. We are now just half-way to De Aar.
countiry the whole way so far as we have seen it to-day has been
atony with a scrub Jungle, everything dried up serd not a blade

of green grass to be seen., At nearly all the wayside stetlons

the water has to be brought in railway tanks. This place 1s
fitted with an American windmill which pumps water from deep
wells,. We have passed & mumber of trains, chiefly empty trucks
£ 3 A L
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and se boxes polng dow i - nd gle tTr L0 L1
loo boxes golng down country and not & single traln golng
the other way. The country has been much more barren and dried

up than anything one has seen in India, st of the dey we have

been crossing the Great Karrco Desert.

-

NOVE! Had an excellent ﬁl’

t, got to De Aar at 10 a.m

No-one there knew anything about uas, so they wired to Kaaupocert
and found that we were to go on there. We unloaded the baggage,
the men got breskfast and we had breakfast in the Station
Refreshment Room: &t 1 p.m. we loaded up agaln and started at
2 p.m, 6 officers in the guard's van. De Aar is a beastly
place, dust and glare frightful. Ve left Tate there to get our
transport animals and carts and bring them on here. Vie neard
that a very big action had been Ifougnt Dey nd Belmont and that

the Naval Brigsde had been cut

#
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. I borrowed a teapot on tie
way at one place where we stopp ped and got some tea made by the
engine-driver from water drawn from the boller: a great dodge.
ie crossed a bridge which had been partly blown up by the Boers
4 or 5 days ago and had been repaired by our people. Got to
Naaupoort about 5.30 p.m., & nlce 1little place, and the éenemy
was only 15 or 16 miles off. Ve are the only Fileld Hospltal
here. There was a small skirmish a ccuple of days ago and four
men were wounded, one had four bullet boles in h.m and 1s in a
house here. 3 Squadrons of the 12th Lancers are here, the
Black Watch, some Cape Artillery and a Horse Artillery Battery.

Half the Black Watch are going up to Orange River to-morrow




where they want more troops badly and in 2 or 3 days we are

w

advance and turn the enemy out of Colesburg: at present there
are about 2,000 of them and they are entrenching themselves. It
is 8 bad country for fighting in, full of 1little hills and kopjes
(pronounced koppees). Sew several ostriches on the way and

v

p, but what thes:
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live on is a mystery. The
Dysentery man 1s better but he got hold of 2 hard boiled eggs
at De Aar and ate them. Everything seems 1n a muddle up here.
They are splitting up the Cavalry Brigades and sending some Gto
Natal. I believe we are to advance on Bloemfontein eventually
from here. I had & long chat to one of the natives of the place
and he says the Boers will fight to the very ernd and that we

shall have a very tough job before we relieve Kimberley.

NOVEMBER 27th. Very hot, and an awful camping ground, all

stones and dust, can hardly drive the pegs and hadn't much of a

)
night; old Dear woke me up about 2 a.m. driving in extra tent
pegs to keep out the wind and I could not get to aleep after-
wards. —====!g brother came up last night, he 1s attached to
the Berkshire Regt. and is full of talk, quite as bad as his
brother, One would imagine that he had run the whole show for
several days past.

The Infantry are encemped near us and have entrenched
all along the camp, Took over the cases in hospital from —-==-=;
e had them in & house, very comfortable, but the most of them
should have been sent to the DBase before. One chap had two
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bullets through his chest, one through hi




a bone, and another through his right hand, all got 3 days ago
- W o’
when they were surprised by some Boers; all dolng splendidly,

T had the chest man carried on hls bed into the verandah and

the other 2 beside him and photographed the lot, It ought to

be valuable,

o]

nta

NOVENMBER 28th, It blew pretty hard all night but the t

s

n

o

held. Tate turned up at 8 a,m. with the carts, mles, p

es

and harness. We had 4 long wagons called buck wagons, each drawn
by 10 mules and driven by_a driver assisted by a chap with a very
long whip and who applies a screw brake to the back wheels when
he wants to stop or in going down hill; one 2-wheeled cart
drawn by 6 oxen and 2 spans of mules (5) for our water carts,

We have a splendid lot of Cape boys and several of the drivers
are English, 2 excellent conductors, both English; besides

these we have a Sergt.lajor, a Sergt., and 9 men of the A.S,C.
including a farrler, so we shall not have much trouble with
our transport, Tate brought back 64 very fine mules, The
ponies for Irvine and Tate are not bad but those for the reat

of us are in very bad condition and won't be fit to ride for

10 days at least. Dear's 1s a blggish scarecrow but will

(1=

probably carry him at a walk, Irvine and Tate are allowed to

hire at the rate of £10 a year instead of having to purchase,

=

have been very busy all day amnd have got things ship-shape at
last. Everything is left to me and I do as I like, but tell
Irvine what I have done. I have emptied all our heavy casos

and sent them to the cook, also got rild of 12 sets of mule




harness whiech we brought from England and which is quite useless
to us, After a couple of marches I've no doubt we shall settle
down and get along all right. The Bearer Company which was due
this morning has not arrived yet. The wind has not been qulte

so high to-day and consequently much less dust, The mules don't
get anything but some Indian corn mixed with a little brean and
no hay or grass. When we get into grass country they will be
grazed. The oxen have no provision at all and will be sent out
to eat the bushes outside the entrenchments under care of a
guard, It is stuff called Karco and is all they live on In these

parts., The mutton we get is excellent.

HOVEKBER 29th. A quiet day as regards wind but it was very hot

in the tents, I find that we have 5 extra double fly tents over

what is required for the sick, so I am going to have one next

camp. It is not hot in a house so one ecan't judge the climate
under existing conditions. I bought a canvas water-bottle to-daj
for 1/6 so I filter into my ordinary water bottle and then empty
into the canvas one, it drips and keeps the water cool, The
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Bearer Company of the 2nd Cavalry Brigade Field Hospital arrivec
to-day, ours has not come yet; 200 New Zealanders and a Company
of Enﬁlncnra also arrived so it won't be long before we advance.
The Lencers went out reconnocitring to-day at 5 a.,m. and have not
returned. I roll up all my bedding by dey to keep the dust out.
We have sbout 36 men in hospital already, I wish Donovan would

come and give orders for their transfer. We are painting the




Red Cross on the wagons and the number of the hospital., IMuller
1s maling us two palirs of trestles for the operating tables to
rest them on Instead of the panniers, I got him 4 mits and
bolts and some of the webblng I took out, so they will be strong

rs

enough to hold the welght of a man and will save backaches later

OIl.

NOVEMBER 30th. The wind did not blow early in the morning but
at 12 o.c. we had a very heavy thunderstorm and a heavy rain
1t cooled the slr and laid the dust for a bit., I had the men's

tent flooded with water and flattened with spades, it 1ls a great

improvement. Palmer has copled the dodge iIn his own tent.

have a great many sick, and one case of Enteric. We have at

last persuaded Irvine to wilire for instructions as to thelr
disposal. A wire has just come to say we are to send them

through De Aar, We have a very strong Company of Engineers i
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camp for rallway repairs and expect 2 Battalions of Infantry
to-night, We rust move shortly and if our Bearer Company does
not come, snall have to use the one which arrived yesterday. I
had.my hair cropped close to-day. We are getting most excellent

rations and I am spendling no money. We had some prunes to-day

for dinner and Tate said "We had never eaten better codked prunes

before", The table was not a success owing to it being hinged
in the centre, so we have gone back to the pannlers, I have
taken over all the patients in the house and have a very

¥ 3 -1 “ I~ af
comfortable, smoothly running show there, 0ld ===--- is most




gbatructive, and Irvine spoke very severely to him to-day in front
of Tatsl He can't understend that he is on active service and
that there is very little red tape to be gone through compared

with home,

DECEMBER lst. We got a wire sbout 6 p.m. yesterday telling us

to evacuate our sick through De Aar, Irvine told me to make all
arrangements, so I found the Camp Commandant and arranged to go
between B8 a.,m, and 2 p.m, by any train which they might be making
up. At 8.30 this morning we got word to entrain the sick by

g a.m, punctually. There was a rush, we sent for ambulances from
the Bearer Company and got 26 slck loaded up and their kits and
arms all packed into a cart and sent off to the station; one man

had no clothes, only 2 blankets., I found they had plcked out a

corridor carriage for us which had only a door at each end and I
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ble trouble to get the lying down cases in., We were not
even at a platform where I could have put them
The traln finally didn't start until 10.30 so I need not have
hurried, however, I learned two things: (1) Never be in a hurry;
(2) Never to take a corridor carrlage for lying down cases. On
the way I made beef tea from Liebig's and hot water from the
engine and scme people brought milk to the traln at one of the
stations. The 4 bullet man was quite a hero., Ve got to De Aar
about 4 p.m, and I had the Eﬂ}"'t’i-."'-:"’.f.‘-. shunted opposite the Heapital
|

and got them out, I found them building a hospital of wood and

ralvaniséd iron, and also a number of tents. They had over 100




wounded from Modder River actlon, 2 Guards 0fficers lying on

b b

stretchers without even a shirt on. They were very angry at us
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gsending them cases Lo overcrowd their hospltal but they are on
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the main line., I had some food at the hospital from Lawson (an

awfully nice chap) and then arranced for a sick officer to go on

straight to Capetown, I could have-got back by special train hslf

an hour after but thought I would walt and go to see Atk:
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the Remount Depot and go back by 4 a.m. train next day. I found
him very glad to see me and he gave me Empm & VEIry good dinner at
their mess. Got back to the station and waited for the Cape
train to arrive. It came in about 1.30 a.m., and before it camse
the Gordon Highlanders who came home with us in the Nubia, the
Colonel (Downman) and several of the officers knew me end were
very nice. I gave them all the news I had., They had just landed

and came up straight from the Docks. They went on stralght from

De Aar to Orange River to reinforce ilethuen. The .0. In charge
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recognised me as a man whom he sew being examined at Charing X
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Hospital in surgery for the Army exam. and knew that I had passex
in first, and a whole lot about me. He came in 3 years after.
our train left at 4 s.m. and I got to Naauwpoort at 8 a.m., to find

your welcome letters walting for me. The 12th Lancers ere leaving

here to-day for ilethuen's lorce, 30 WO shall have to walt a bit

here for more cavalry. News has just come that the Loers have
evacuated Golesburg and if this is true we may advance and occupy

it, The place is, of course, in our territory.
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JECEMBER 2nd. ad a qulet day in camp, very hot but not so dusty
e e o & v =2 ol X
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r bedding went off in the train to Fort Elizabeth

i
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to stop it at the next statlion and got 1t back safely. What would

T have done if I had lost my only pyjamas, down pillow and

slippers ?

Have just put up with the most awful day I ever

experienced. From 8 a.m, to 5 p.m., it blew hard and there was &
perpetual dust which penetrated everything, there was not a
mirmite's peace the whole day. Ve have guite determined that if
ever we occupy & town again we shall teke a building, such as a
achool or church and meke 1t into a hospital and pitecn only what
tents are required for ourselves and the men. Fortunately we have
a house which takes about 20 of the worst cases and they are in
comparative comfort., If that --=—--- was worth a button he could
have told us there was & school aveilable and we would have talten
4

it, Half the Suffolks are off to occupy Rosmead Junctlon to~nlght

-
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We have been asked by & officers including the General 1f our
trensport was complete, so we are in hopes of a speedy move, &ny-
whepé out of thls discomfort and dust. I think we have already
earned 2 clasps to our medal although we have not seen a shot
fired. I never longed for the night to come so muich a&s I have
to-day, I am wordering what one's lunss will be 1like after the
dust one has inhaled to-day. We are trying to get rid of our
swords and the men!s: I'm certainly not golng anywhere near the
enemy wearing & sword and a revolver - they would be perfectly
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justified in firing on anyone wearing a sword. They are T think,
trying to play the game with the Red Cross, butb they cerbalinly
abuse its protection at times, Yesterday was the annliversary ol
ng day & years 2g0. I have just had a rif ping tub and

a1t very llghtly clad after it and write up my diary.

Its grand to feal clean after 8 or 10 hours' filth.

EEEETﬁﬁgLEEQJ_ Went to church in the evening to the schoolrodi.
The Tommies swarmed .and didn't they yell out the psalms and hynns
The person had & splendid chance ol preaching a good sermon but
missed 1it. 0ld Dear's tent-pole spapped across last night

owing to heavy dew and tent ropes being tight. It has been very
cool all day and light wind. I have had all the men! s and our

swords packed in a case and we sre going to talte them on wilth

as until old “I" can either get authority to sexd them to thie

Gape, or else make up his mind to do’s0 without suthority. e

expect the 10th Hussars and the Carbineers here to-day or to-

o~

morrTow, Gatacre will probably have & qtiff fight before he getsa

geross the Orange River and sc shall we. Itm writing to the
] u

, to send you & CcOpy of the !Xmas number.

Fdaitor, "Cape Times

It contains a photogreph of lasuwpoort Junction, among others.

DECEMBER S5th. Two of our mule drivers (both Furopeans) gob

e e s ——————

blind drunk last night after belng beastly rToOW

pald

after lights ovt. No-one could sleep, so I had theri carted

away to a distance, tied hand and foot, and left in the cold
£111 they became quiet, They wers fined a day's pay this




merning and threatened with a flogeing next time They both look

o

very sorry for themselves to-day. This mornling the whole force

went out in the direction of the enemy, just to test the trans-

i

port arrangements. e were out about three hours and came home,

There was an alarm given during our absence and the few tents

which belonged to the guard left in camp were promptly strucl,

We have had several whirlwinds, or Devills, as they are called to-

day. I changed my tent for a double fly one and shall be more

comfortable, but the dust 1s awiul. last night was most intensel]

ht a yard of natural flamnel Ior 2/6 and made a broad
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cold. I bou
bandage for my tummy to wear at night, No sign of our moving yet,
probably we are waiting for Methuen's next fight, which will be a
very big one, then some of his troops may come back here and

enable us to advance. Sew that our Bearer Coy. was wrecked 1n

the "TIsmore". Won't A,B.C. be able to buck now. The Suffolk's
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band played this art

DECEMBER 6th. A very nice day, cool breeze and not too much of
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it, my double fly tent was such a comfort. On Friday 1200 of our

troops are golng out to spy out the land of Colesburgh, Ve are

to stey here and prepare Ior wounded and bring them in in a

-

=

hospitael train which 1s going to be improvised and kept in readi-

ness. I hear that the 5th Div. 1s coming up here as soon as 1%

arrives under Warren, We shall then be very strong and probably

advance through Norval's Pont to Bleoemfontein, Tate end Irvine

A

got letters to-day which were posted when you poated your first,
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They had been to Natal. I expect in a few days to get the

second one which probably went in the same direction. I'm having
my brown boots scled by one of our men, Fortunately I lald in a
pair of good soles in Capetown, I ocught to have brougnt some

leather with me. Thils is a very rough place on boots,.

DRECEMEER 7th. Another awful day, worse than last Sunday, the

dust was frightful., Longed for the evening and for a tub, Ain't

glad I brought & square bath and a larze bath sponge. Severa
train loads of men and horses went off to Arundel in the di
tion of Colesburgh to-day and the remalnder go To-morrow We
are wondering if they will return or will entrencl h, and we shall
go up quickly. iy tent was in an awful state after the dust

storms. T have had larce stones vut down all round the curtains

inside to see if that will keep out some of 1it. I'm just off
for a ride to try and get out of some of 1t for s souple of hours.

I had a good ride and on the way home found a pony saddled and

bridled grazing on the veldt, a little Kafflir boy cal

]

tht 1t for

me and I rode it home, trotting my own pony alongside. As soon

L+

a8 I got into camp a rumour went round that I had captured a Boer
spy and his horse. 1t is probably a Boer pony, but I am handing

him over to the Camp Commar 1Cmr1L to=morrow.

Another beastly day, but my tent kept fairly

Y

eclean., The guns were wired for early this morning as the enemy
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:, 80 they were sent out Dy traln.

had been seen about 15 mil

The camp was full of the wildest rumours all day, but I belleve




2 of the New Zealanders and 4 of the 6th Dragoons were wc

in 8 skirmish. Some of the Infantry have just returned
to help guard the camp durlng the night a 1id they will be
again in the morning. We had two cases of scarlet lever
the Engineers to-day, and a doubtful case (3rd.). It's

misance their retting this disecase.
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"Goorkha" and landed 2 men, These fellows must have brought

up country with them.

€ p.m. One of the

iy

just come

Na)

h Dragoons h

he front with a dialo
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ated shoulder, He says that they

Boers sbout 15 miies from here and had to stop the train

the horses out and drive the Boer outposts. They f

enemy strongly entrenched on a hill and they began throw

Il Ouu

AN OT
n orent
L P -t

They had it on beard
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shells at them, A New Zealander's horse was struck in the chest
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but the rider esceped One of the 6th
escape - he ordered the men back, but there was a lot of
wire 1in the way and none of this particular lot had wire
These men dismounted and tore up the palings. Then ther
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rush for the gap and his horse got entengled in the wire
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came down, disloca

man'es shoulder., They captured

icers had A narrow

barbed

1
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itters.
was a
nd

a Boer

acout whe turned out to be a Scotsman named lliller, IHe had been

3 3 = “ e vl g P o
commandeered and forced to fignt, so allow himself tc

caught and was very grate f1l, He said that the enemy Woas

ing on Naauwpoort and would have been here in another 2

perhaps French had heard this and sent out his force.
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mmbered 2,000, French ordered the guns in position and there

will be an attack to-morrow. He 1s going to send 10 Companles
of Infantry out early to-morrow, We remaln here, but 1i there

are 2 lot of wounded, 2 of us will go out to help to bring them

in, The Town Guard was organlsed tc-day and taken out Ifor

march, They advanced up the bed of a river and at the end thers

was a sentry of ours; he, seeing a party of civilians coming
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with rifles, took them for Boers and levelled his rifle at them,
He wes on the point of firing when the Camp Commandant arrived
and saved the situation. One of them said to Dear that the cold
shiver ren up and down his back when he saw the rifle presented
at him - it certainly might have been very serlous, and one could
have only commended the zeal of the sentry.

3

The Boers are toc strong for our force to attack, so

T

are leaving a Battery and some cther troops at Arundel and the
others are coming in. It means a wait of another week untll they
send us more troops unless they attack this place in the meantime,
Gatacre will have tough fighting in a day or two. Have just
heerd that No.4 General Hospital is to be established here - I
expect they will run up tin houses. Sister Potts' name is emong
the sisters told off for duty with it and Sammy Frayer 1ls among
the mumber, These are the largest hospitals we run and have 520
beds and are fully equipped. Ve have had very heavy rein all day
and it has been quite cold. I plty the men at Arundel, many of

whom are without tents. The Inniskillings arrived here this
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morning and were

to

than we have

to proceed ther
cannot act as &

evening when a

captured about
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go to-morrow
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sent on at once to Arundel., The Berlcshir

. They will have a large force there then,larger

i S ., P ] F L o - if 5. AL
AN Chhe f..h...ﬂ‘_'_- LOALTLEE 18 that we have no wor
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e, Half the Bearer Company are there tut they
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Field Hospital, There was great excitement this
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5§ miles from here, so they are evidentlj pretty

i

daring. hey seem to be able to I out our strengvh any
more than we can theirts. Vent to Church this evening, it was
packed, and didn't the Tommies je ell "onward Christian Soldiers".
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Thank goodn

this rain.

DEGEMBER 10t

tremerdous rain,

had had m

through.

rivers of water
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a strong wi

become very
b - ke e ]
into the wells.

The other fellows!

turbild

T

we shall not have any dust for a few days after
A terrific thunderstorm came on &t 1 a,m. with
quite up to anything we ever sSaw I India, L
trenched during the day andd so not a drop came

tents were not done, and

5 v
came

through. To-day 1s beautifully fine, and

but no dust. The water supply has suddenly

o
surtace

o

- suppose a lot of water has washed

My Pasteur Fillter is working splendidly snd I

am £illinf my canvas water bottle w th perfectly clear water,

The filter candle is gettlng discoloured for the first time since

i . I 4 3=} T mans s o 4= ey S s Ay P J=q3 f > 4 T I = ey

[ began to use 1it, thus snow.in the emount of stuil 1T filter-

ing out. The Berkshire Regiment went off to Arund lel this morning.

I hope they won't spllit up our nospital and send half out there.
- oB, -
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The English Mall is wvery late this week and we don't expect 1t

here until Lo-morroWw.

DECEMBER 11lth, A gale of wind blew all day, and after 12 o.c.
Slile

i+ had so dried the ground that the dust began to blow aboutb
again, Uiost of the 10th Hussars went on to Arundel to-day., Ve
got orders to serd half the Hospital on to-morrow. Tate and
Palmer go, and we hope to follow in a day or two. The 8.li.0.
is going to try and arrange it., We heard of CGetacreis mle-
fortune to-day and everyone said they expected somethlng ol the
sort to happen. It will make the other generals very careful
We sre sending 28 sick to De Aar to-morrow, Tate's and my pony

have got Strangles and won't be £fit for a month if they don't

die, so I got a certificate from the Vet. to that effect, and

we have applied for 2 more. They were both screws, 80 We are
in hopes of getting betier. I wrote to Atkinson, asking him

to send us good ones. I gave &4 out of the men'!s money to buy
things for them for t¥mas. There is a sbtore here, and after we
leave this there will be no chance of buying anything.

DEBEMEER 12th. Got the mail, The men returnel the money as

they say everything 1s too dear here and they will spend it

later on. Did not get rid of the siclt, Half the Field Hospital
went on to Arundel.
13th. can't rzet rid of the sick, as there are no

ailable., Heavy firing heard in the direction of
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Arundel - 1t began at sbout 4.30 and stopped aboutl 7.350, e

heard that the 0.C, there had wired for more smmunition, as the
enemy was threatening hils right and ne was afraid lest they should
cut the line again. We heard that 2 men were killed there yester-
day. Ve are afrald that the Boers may come OVer from Gatacrels
direction and try and take this place, having cut off the Arundel
force. One cannob understand why French sent the rorce out there
at all, seeing that he nas 16 miles of railway now to defend, He
won't likxe to bring them baclk now as it would look bad. Wle got =2
box of apricots to-day for the officers and men R,A.M.C. They ars
too unripe to eat, so 1 am having some jam made this afternoon
down in the brick hospital where there is a range, A lady sent
100 cigarettes and some pilpes and tobacco for the sick. I wish
we could get ocub to our other half hospital. Ve got news of

patacre's loss to=day, nearly 7C0 prlsoners. I am afraid he is a
v 3 u ¥

"goner" so far as his reputation goes. Many think he will be sent
home., Methuen is suffering neavily and his Highlanders have
walked into & trap. 1he train to Arundel was fired on last even-
ing as it was going out., We got 2 men and 1 officer wounded

prought in by train from Arundel, 5 more to come in, includling

a broken thigh., The Boers were firing in all directions on our
men., The jam has turned out splendidly. About T.30 p.M. 8
mimber of Boers, mounted and dismounted, were seen coming from
the direction of Kosmead Junction, yur mounted Infantry were out
after them to see if they can eut them off. Tate has just wired
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our man ab Colchester. 1 wonder what they will de with our
brackets and things if they glve up the house 7 Poor old

Rogers will be sick 1f they do.

Had a very busy day. Got 2 carriages and had

W L2
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n on to the siding in fpont of the Ordnance Store zshed.

This was immediately in rear of the bril

hospital and
gaved us an enormous aemount of treuble eventually in evacuating

i
L

wounded from Arundel. One

n

the hospital. AT 2 p.m, wWe g0
poor chap had been shot % hours before through both loins and
was dying when he penched here. Another man had had his thigh

proken high up with an eXpress bullet, or P ssibly a Martlal

Henry bullet, but I think the former, The Med, Officer who
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1+ was possibly a case for ampube

nd examined it and decided that thers was
absolutely no reason why he should not recover = I did him up
in a splint agailn, gand I never saw & pluckier fellow., At 4 p.m.

1 loaded up 31 sick and wounded and sent them off to De Aar.

caw a long account of the Battle of wagersfontelin. It 1s
perfectly awful the way these generals are malking blunders and

cousing such loss of life. 1 feezl very sorry for the Gordons
who lost nearly three quarters of their Repiment 1in 1illed and
i

wounded. I heard that the Boers in ths action captured some
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of the Highlanders, stripped them neked, ran them down a hill
L =

naked and shot in the pacle., There has been no fighting at

Arundel to-day I am going out there to-morrow to have a look

%

no mouth, and does not understand his turnings.

th . Went off to Arundel at 6 ofclock thls mornling

in a guard's van with some other offilcers and Boer prisoners.,

Got there at 5 o!'eclock and found Tate and Palmer very glad to

see me, 1 took them some jem and the papers. They have the be

place in the camp, and a very nice ground. Saw Phipps from Warl

then fired into them, and that several of our men had ‘been four

round. Ny new pony 1is very comfortable but wants beating. Has

st

who is with the 10th Hussars also Carr the Vet: who came home with

us and sat at our table. Went on to the top of a Kopje and saw

Lot &

the Boer position © miles off., Our General went out to a place

1

called Vaalkop, which we are holding with a squadron and a hor

s8&

battery. They saw & convoy going to the Boers, galloped out to

it and began shelling. The Boers replied with their Long Tom and

our battery cleared out as nard as they could, for they couldn't

reach the enemy. T took a lot of nhotosraphs out there. A Boer

(loyal) and his wife and children were brought to the hospital

a

have abscesseés opened by one of our fellows while I was there.

af

They came in a Cape-cart, the man beine blindfolded. When they
3 y

had been dressed, I arranged them 8O that the cape-cart, a tent,
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front. It ought to malte a pretbty picture. Then 1 took the

Cross flag were Iin the backeround and the family in




ambulances standing ready to go out with 10 mules harneazsd in

each. Then the house of a loyal (7) Boer named

C

was t r the Free Staters as he was suspected of

giving informat:

on on 2 occasions, W

back to Naauwpoort and escaped being shelled by the Boers, He
B

used to:send a servant on a whilte horse to drive home his cattle

when he saw the train coming and the enemy took it as a signa

to us. A sentry was mounted over the house to keep it from

coted (presumably). The sentries off duty were playil:

cards and I think it will make a prett
one of the water supply nf.the camp. It is a boring, only about
6 ins., across, and a spring bubbles up of beautiful cold water,
It is pumped straight into a large ank and thus distributed.

The surplus runs off and is used for watering the animals,
Another, of the Carbineer horses being watered from tanks brought

llew Zealand lines and another
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in railway trucks. Another of T

£

of the 10th Hussar liess. A screen in the open, of canvas, and

one lons row of packing cases, and another across like a i s

wmd et ool T
r and got back here Dby

a

ot into a truck at 1 o!cloc

2,30, Very hot and dusty. Found the mail in and your welcome

g

letter, North, the S5.M.0., here 1s going to ask the ieneral to
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sy heapital up here. S50 we maYy gel OIL to Arundel
- & W )

shortly. About 7 o.c. a white conductor was brought in with a
I ety A 2h T ot s Tene aniliint made in the =t Twror o aloT
proden TRirsn. i Bl a L0 ShLLilb macde in Lhne I'al Lwied Y WOL a2 210

el

and we padded it with tow and an old sheet and I put 1% up. Ve
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—_— = deaaar @ v = o A= ! - AT - T A as £ a1+
maast try and get rid of him to-morrow to De Aar, for we can't




mirse him here for & weeks, The R.R.Artillery guns were loaded up

&= 240 ra *+=m % = - ! v . o "

in trucks tec-nl the men and horses are Jo4nn off at & a.m.
O I ol 2 A omoys e | Taa7 4= - . 1 - = A ' i - = % ; - -

to-morrow To Arundel. Irvine 1s goling out too, so I shall De left

alone, 1 expect there 1s going to be a fight, It 1s aymoying not

- Y 1 T H B Y
there, but 1 &

5 | T ] - - == P e £ T " 1Ty =l &£ - N o e
Eth. Irvine went out to Arundedl his morning and may

back until to-morrow. There was no fighting there L o=d

but probably to-morrow. I got a wire durilng the day that one of
the R.H.A.officers had broken his leg and would be sent in this

evening, so I got a set of those wooden splints {I had made at

(]

£ 0
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am all ready for him. The suffolk Regiment 1s

P e - 1A ar £ %)
home ) padded, al
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here, and the native barber, whom I photographed. He was VeIy

pleased to see ms and enjoyed his 1ittle chat in Hindustanl., This

afternoon a horse pulled up his long picketing peg and came

o o= =

galloping through our camp. The peg was swinging about him and

L]
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ght, He saw our horses and came for them. e

keeping up the 3

v
struck Dear!s horse and upseb him, coming down himself. The rope
then fortunately broke and the peg zot free and he then stood

et enough. Dear's old gee atood like a fool and couldn't malke

waa the ms | ..- e are l'f-\:.ﬂ 1

s 3 CER iy 4= Bn T
+ wery hot for tine last ¢

or 3 days, but a nice cool brecze and an entire absence of those




fpom home, so 1f you paid any on those clgarettes you can claim
a prefund. from the Post Offlice where you poated them, T had
geveral tremendous fights this evenlng with my pony. He 1la &
young beast and can't understand why he shouldn't have his own
s

He was not 80 bad as vesterday and I think I shall soon

be able to make him anderstand who 1is to be master. I must geb
a hand sjambok ( pronounced shambock) which is a plece ol
rhinoceros hide for him. Later on the body of Capt.Jackson,
7th D.Guards, was brought in from Arundel, He and 2 mern were
out on patrol. They found that the Boers were greeping round

our right flank and were galloping back with the news, when he
was shot through the back and killed, Tate sent in the fractured
leg in plaster of Paris. At 7 p.m. WO got a copy of the wire
reporting the repulse of Buller at the Tugela River. It's

perfectly awful and I'm afrald miat make you all wvery jumpy abt

nelped and we have to go through
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home, but I suppose
with it. Our Tntelligence Dept. mist be useless. It has come
over very black and locks like a heavy thunderstorm very close.

Irvine didn't come back this evening. I hope no one attacks us

here to-night for we have very leWw Zuns.

(BER 17th. Irvine has just come back. He says that Capt.

o

e hMajor

Jackason was oOfl Commisariat duty, but begged the
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to send him out on petrol. He ate a good lunchh arnd wenb Od.

800 yards from the camp he was shot, dropped of f his horse, gob

on again, and then fell off and died, Tho Boers shelled Vaalkop
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with theilr bilz puns, end our Artillery had to-evacuste
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at the gallop. They are gettilng very daring out there. I took

3 photos of the funeral to-dajy

Q

s L thought the poor chap!a people
might like a plcture of the last of him., I got cne of the
Ambulance wagons which we had fitted up and sent oif 4 cases to
De Aar this afternoon. At 6 p.m. we had a tremendous downpour
has been very hot and thundery all day, and last

night was very oppressive, I put up a very bad case of

fractured wrist to-day for a refuge

L]

- The local man apparently

didn't care to tackle it and sent him on to me,.

DECEMBER 18th, Nothing doing to-day. One of the Horse

Batteries has just come back, Have just heard a rumour that
Buller has just crossed the Tugela River after the 3rd attempt.
Hope it is true. GOt all the patients into the brick house to-
day and now we have more in tents. Tate's hospltal is fllling
up and so I expect when he gets 40 or 45 and we only have 8 or
10 they will move us up. He sent & poor chap suffering from

Rheumatic Fever in to-day. The rest of the Dearer Company move

out to Arundel to-morrow. The Boers shot a New Zealander out

there to-day and when the Bearer Company went out to bring him

in they found that the Doers had taken him away. ©Saw Buller's
casualties to-day, not so bad as we expected, but 1250 is not

eI

a-bad day's work.

are all very jumpy at home
b o

comparing this show to the Indlan

Things are not so bad as that. I heard Burtchacll has been
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has been captured with a revolver in his possession and the enem
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naturally objected to release him, It will be a warning to some
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DECBMBER 19th. ot the cigarettes this morning. rhe are not
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the k 1 T wanted but one 13 glpd C at an gz here, h

been one of the most monotonous days I have put in since leaving

home. One of the Ammunition Column natives fell off a wagon and

the wheel went over his leg making a frightful wound and baring

3

the bone for sbout 12 inches. I never met a more plucky chap.
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htest pain while I was washing
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He didn't seem to feel the s
and stitching it up. He is a Basuto, I am in hopes

mey heal up straight away, though a nig:

cleanest of parts to deal with., Last was intensely cold
and it has been very nice and cool all day. The difference

ght temperature is very great. Some

ar - v o= + I e e Tt g1 i 1~ s R i o a9 mm L
r were sent baclk from Arandel to-day to go up to

Methuen's force., It's quite amusing

L

to read some of the things

the English papers print about war,. They don't even know where
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some of the Generals are, According to the
Gatacre was here, French at Hanover Road, and they had hemmed

the Boers in at Colesburg All wrong., I wonder whether the
A, & N, Illustrated, Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, have sent
you what they owe me for the plctures 1 sent them % I sent B,

a R LT . " i =3 1 e 1 y - - — i - = - 5 s
I think, from Salisbury, and the 7th Hussars went subsequently.

Write and ask them if they have forgotten 1t, and also whether




they would like some of the things I am taking out here.

1 Another very weary day,. Hothing to do, but

s perfect, Irvine went to Arundel, Tate won'yb
£411 up his Hospital and get the other half sent up t 1s
getting his surplus se¢ on to De Aar,. If this goes on goodness
knows when we shall get away from here. Vie got & present of o
or 6 dozen eggs to-day, but they were all bad, About half a
sack of French Beans came just now, the first vegetables since
the ship, except potatoes. Went for a ride this evenlng and s
% Greyhounds chasing a hare. They had a long run and were dead

beat when they killed it. A Tommy sald he had picked up the

Dogs In the town o il e hsd alread
O n Gl in1 anxd he had allTed

pretty little brown beast like a lMongoose. I

T wa g0 Iunny to =ee nlm 81T Uup on Nis L1100 =-
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his name 1s.

quarters and look over the tops of
that Fuches was mortally wounded at Colenso. We all thought

him very lucky to be on Buller's staff and he wa
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leaves g wife and ehild I believe. Twio

presentable che
sentries found asleep at their posts at Arundel., T would

certainly shoot them, but suppose public opinion would certainly

be againat

BER al=t. T went out to Arundel this morning, just for

PSS I

the day. Nothing

¢ has been done since the last time I was out

=

there except to get the O0fflicer shot. I took a photce of a Colt

- 48, =




putomatic Gun, & curious weapon which is drawn by one horse and
works something like a Maxim gun, It is on trial by the

carbineers and 1s so light that a horse could go

S
)

:5

xlm gun by ©

same regiment. n Lhe way
home I met & commercial traveller from Fordc Elizabeth and I
ordered a deck chalr from him. One's back gels very tired siti

on an ordinery stool or chair sll day, and apparently there are

il
many long long South Afprican days before one yet., \hen 1L got

]

e
back

I found 5 or 6 cases of things which had been sent by the
Loyal Ladies of Middelburg. A most extraordinary selection of

things: otat

)
]
m

s, Onlons, Rhubarb, Jam, Tea, Cocoa, Sweels arnd

Sugar, and about S5 Or 4 hundred bags of Boer Tcbacco - done up

in bags with all sorts of mottoes work

erps and lemons. We kept out some of the stuff ard all the
perisheble articles, and are handing the rest over to the Camp

Commandant to be given to the General Eospital when 1t srrives,

-

Wie have only 12 in n spital here and there was Tobacco &€nough

for 500, and this is only a first instalment of what 1is to como.

Everyone is very good to Tommy just now, but they owe him a good

desal. The 5.M.0. &t Arundel has written te the P.I.0. Lines of

&

Communication telling him that half the hospital 1s not enough

for the force at Arundel, and asking to have the rest sent on
eo we are in hopes of getting up soon. Trvine is in great

L=

trouble lest we shall be left on the Lines of Communlcation ut

)
et
L™
F

there is not the least chance of that., I heard on the way home

that Warren 1s going there to co-cperate with French, so ¥

o b 2 L

o
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to have some _f':l_:'_:l'a‘r“’-.r"_g soon and drive the Boers across the river.

N ey . =T ¥ ¥ | et +
My Nig f_.-e-'["‘ g leg has healed stra

EDRNG aw

d ay. Everyone here astonlished

at the result, brought about by careful washing and gtitel

DECENBER 22nd. Another cuiet day, hot, but with a cool breeze.

- s

fig found that the tobacco

troops in garrison, so we shall be glad to get rid of 1it.

14

DECEMBER =23rd. Another wvery hot day - nothing to do but raad the

Dailv Mails through. You ought to take this paper, it has by far

the most accurate war news, and spends more on

the other papers put together. VWe have notleced how accurate <ina

their forecasts of what was ne to happen were. It is printed

on very nice paper and full of news, and only costs

Churchill had got to Durban, lucky chap tc escape, but 1 &4 ect

it has cost him a nice penny in bribes. How I pity the other poor
chaps shut up in Pretoria, Wie feel 1t monotonous here but what

must they be like, and bad food to boot L Ve are lucky in having

such perfect weather Icor campaigning and we seem to have pgot quite

rid of the duat storms which were so bad when we came here flrat,

. This has been the hottest day we have had yet.

*

trawberries came this morning from Stellenbosch (a great

fruit-growinz place) for the sick and wounded here, To-day we have
€& in hospital, all ordinary cas The fruit was packed too ripe

3 T Ak ey Ak e e 3 R S SR L . [ e
¥l a8 lot of 1+ had rone bad, i o o Hmen on Lt and we ploked
¥ b’

out a plate-ful of good hard ones and the res t we made into jam.




T hadn't

o . AT
24 ; put ni o

acid. It appeared in orders to-day that we were to send to the

statlion for the 'Xmas cheer that had been sent by the loyal

ladles of Graaf Rel

want down with a large box but he got nothine, He was told that
3 3 | ek’ e e - A v 1 P et T | o A=Y & 3alr
we had already our share, and I should rather thipk

&

seeins that we had had at one time e£1l the tobacco which had been
sent for all the troops, end we had helped ourselves and the sick
liberally. Saw a telegram to-day which was supposed to be offi-
¢lal, that Roberts and Kitchener and 80,000 more men were coming

out, and that Buller was nly to retain command in Natal, Ii

thi= 1= tru

M

1t will be a nasty knock for him to have the supremo
command teken from him. The R.A.M.C, won't be sorry for him

he has treated us very badly in the past, I believe that French

11ed for £ Naval long gun for Arundel. He could worry

s - 5 4

the soul out of the enemy if had one. At present our guns can't

reach them., Went to church this evenin wasn't 1t hot and

1 -

didn't the men's feet smell 1 I helped to take up the collec-

tion. Some of our men sre a bit on the drink this evening.
Whisky is 6/6 a bottle, but they must keep 'Xmas in their own

way, I suppose |l I hear that Warren has gone up to Watal and

it is generally thought here now that we shall be here, or at

3 : i P o F T ] 1 . MY ) - . B R
Arundel, for several weeks before we advence, I1ne woer posgitlion
w g | ] o = ¥ .| = el o e . 3 . - | T o = o P
at Colesburg is supposed to be very strong, and 2 expect th

British publlic have had quite enough of frontal attacks and

conacquent loas of 1life,




DRCEMBER 25th, ¥mas Day. Hotter than ever and nothing to do.

Had & very savoury stew for d found some mixed herbs

to-day and gave some to the COOK, 1t made a pgreat difference in

i)

the food. Bread and cheese and some sexcellent dates for dessert,

m

1 = i

4 tot of rum or an ounce of chocolate and sugar wWas gerved out
] 7

to every man. Telegram from the Queen in orders, wlshing her

prave soldiers a Happy 'Xmas, etc., gtc.

It was very hot and thundery up till about S peM.

1

when we had tremendous heavy rain. The Suffolk Regt. went up to
Arundel to-day, over 1,000 stronz, and the Esaex Regiment came
from De Aar to take their place here, There are rumoura of other

troops coming here to go Lo Arundel so it looks as though some-

thing was golnda to happen shortly. They can't leave us here mich
longer with a marrison of over 3,500 at Arundel and only hall a

field hospital there, Tne railway out there has been very busy
all day., The rain came down apain later and we had tremendous
lightning. The water ran through the floor of my tent but the
waterproof sheets saved the things that were lying about. Not
a drop came through the roof. I put on my Euil boots and watber-
proof and felt the benefit of them, especla
the dark to pay my evening visit. The rain put the fire out,

so thev had to boll our cocoa with stlcks in an

we wired first thing this morning to P.M.0.,

L. of C., telling him that we expected to join our other hall
at Arundel at short notice, and asking him what we were to do

o




with our sick, Vie got gll our tents atruck this sfternoon while

it wes ary and fine., Ve just got them all in when it began to
pour :J_'"_:iil':. 1 S ent & busy afternocon "5':"7.-"."'.('1". TuE BTk

glothes which had got Qamp. Also stitched one of the Govermnmenc
X

plankets TO the elderdown, for nmy under-blanket wWas getting thin

are going up to

with my lying on 1, I hear that

Arundel to=morrow from De har. That will make about 4,500

going bo happen S00T.

troopse out there. 3o somethl
T gold cne ol oOur Dutch cheeses at lf- . pound to & grocer here.
We get a ratlon of cheese now and I didn't want it., About 7 .30

coubs came through from Modder Rlver.

]

s.m. 80 of Remington' s

p.m
They are Irregular horse which have been raised out here. All

fine riders and men that know the country well, Thers are about

2,000 of them altopether. They are practically mounted infantry.
These Tellcws have been through wethuen' ¢ battles. They =Say
Methuen has sent down for footballs and -is colng To wait and tire
the Boers outl of Hﬁqerﬁivntufn. They have to bring every drop

%

of water they use from & long d

==

stance and as there are 20,000

or 25,000 of them they are maturally getting tired of it. They

say that we shall have tough worx in front of us at Colesburyg

and Norwval's Pont and one okther place beyond that, also that the
Free Staters would probably chuck only for tne Transvaalers who
keen them up to the secratceh. The Scouts have & strip of panther




to be relieved at once by 2nd

~
&

?roceed to Arundel so I expect we shall go there on Saturday
morning. I have felt quite jumpy all day at the prospect of
having scmething to do. We shall have been here sbout 5 weeks
and I can understand what fellows feel like who are left at

the Base or on the L, of Commmunlcations, Poor old Irvi is
quite pathetic at times and says "he feels sure we sban't get

up to Pretoria, etc.," and then I comfort him and he is happy
for another few hcvrs; and begins again. One thing he has quite
decided upon, and that 1s that he and I are to go on wilth the
other half Field Hospital if we are ever divided up again, and
you bet we will get the other up to us quicker than they have us.

DECENMBER 28th., We sent a man up to Arundel by

tpain to ret our mail and he has Just come back

=34
il

and

Cav.Bde Field Hospltal and

e
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8 o.clock
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there was not & single letter for anyone in the hospltal Tt
is sickening ' The only comfort is that they are all together
and will turn up some day. Ve are wondering if they have mixed
us up with 11 Bearer Coy. which are at Capetown now. We shall

4

send a letter every week to the man in charge of

Post Office, Capetown, telling him where we are, &

will be no excuse. It has been & charming day,
no rain. Last night I concocted a letter for the
Arundel tellins him that we had made arrangement:
of cur brick hospital to one of the li,0's here ard
leave 2 men to do the mursing and so if neccssary

—_—
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gulte cool
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then there
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would

movo




as up hefore the other Field Hospital came. Well, about 6 oc.cC

.
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we got a wire Lo do as we had supy ested and go ©Oo A naedl, 40

we are off by the B o! clock train bo=morrow morni ¥y bit of

H

seheming has worked beautifully. I got my deck chair to-da

=} L

ks

gomething like those we have at home, but rougher, only 9/6d.,
gimply ruinous, but one would pay anything for a chair with a
peck to 1t at times. T bought & palr of ampmanition boots at the
ordnance Stores for 11/9. They are much lighter than the
ordinary ones and the leather very soft. I shall have to put

a pair of insoles in them made out of Spongl Filine for they are
a bit roomy. This is a terrible country for boots. I had my
brown ones soled about & weeks ago and the toes are nearly
throurh alreedy. I don't like cormencing on the new pair I
brought with me, T miat keepn them for the march past at Fretoria.
VWie have loaded evervthing on the wagon except our kits and tents
and the men's, so won't have mach to do in the morning. We are

going out bY trein.

DECENBER 30th. This morning a strong force of Cavalry went outb

with two guns to recornoltre the enemy's position which had been
reported deserted. They found it so but they threw sbout 5H0
shells. One struck a Trumpeter on the outside of the thigh and
mede a serateh so slipght that ne ode here for treatment. They
found that the rallway was quite intact. At 2 p.m. moat of

the troops here and half the Bearer Coy., went out to the new

place. We shall probably go out in a day or two. A Vet and
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two other cfflcers are reported captured this evenlng. They rode

too far in the Colesburg directlcn alonpg with one of our puides

who wanted to see how his farm was getting on. 3111y fools

Iast night was one of the coldest I have ever felt., Quite pain-

the new camp. There are some excellent rides sbout here, and my

pory goes very well, Tt is a great change from Nasuwpcort, I
worder what made the Boers evscuate their position 7 French had
no intention of attacking Colesburg. I believe 1if we get across
the river and get behind them they will get efraid and eclear out
most likely. The two Tea Cosies I bourht in Capetown were goling

to pleces, so I have gquilted both of them so as to keep the wool

in place and they now look quite smart and strong agein,

huge consigmment of Apricots, Potatoes,
vegetables to-day from the colored Red (ross
ie only get potatoes occaslonally, and
at times, so the stuff is very welcome,
I am writing to the chap to ask him if he will send us up some

fruit for the men and officers on payment twice a weell,
Stellenbosch is the great fruit-growing place in the Colony and

it must be very cheap there. Even in Capetown Apricots sell at

]
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g have evacuated

1/- per 1b, There is a report that the Boe

Colesburg.
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dJ. ﬁyﬁEY lst., 1900. TLast night Prench ordered all his troops
to take up 8 position at Rensburg, and at four o' clock thise
morning we, at Arundel, heard firing bepin. It was very hot
tor about £ hours ard then began to slacken off. We went on

+o the top of a high kopje near the camp here but owling to the
smokeless powder we could not make anything out. About 10 o.cC.
Irvine and I rode out to Rensburg and saw & shell I rsting, but
the battle had got to the other renge of hills by that time.
While we were watchlng we 3aW French heliographing to send on
the rest of the Suffolks frﬁm Arundel and half the Essex up
from Naauwpoort. As we couldn't see anything more We came home
having had asbout & 16-mile ride, The extraordinary thing was
that none of our Hosplital was ordered up. In the evenlng Ve

heard that our people had got into Colesburg and that we had

captured 4 guns and nad few cesualties on our side. e now
expect that we shall get a wire ordering the Hospital stral
into Colesburg. There jsn't ruech fun being with a Hospltal.

T would have given anything to have been with one of the Lorse
Batterles. Their firing was splendid I believe, We had quite
an arlistocratic tea party this afterncon. Prince Alexander of
Teck is in our camp with someé of the Imnisklllings, and he and
one of them came in. He 1s & VEry good chap. We also had an
Engineer, & gunner, an Essex man and their Liedical Officer
we had quite & blg party. We have taken the parson of Colesburs
intmlaur Mesa, He had to leave Colesburg on the 16th of

¥ovember when the Boers came in, and left his house as 1t stood.
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is also COrTesp ent

We got some

to-day for the patients from Stellenbosach,
JEHUA F 2nd. Things did not turn out so rosy as we expected

vesterday, and to-

Tk

=
(=4

yet recelved any o

we ot 15 wounded

day they are sti We have not

rdsrs to go up to H

brought by train, Tate and I were alone

0O 18

in camp and we had a busy time t111 1-30 p.,m, I practiecally cid
all the work. MNost of the cases had had marvellovus escapes, but
two of the fellows were pretty bad. ‘One, shot through both
lungs, and another with several bullets through one thigh, but
missing the bone. The poor wretches had been jolted over miles

of bad country in

red: for 1

ambulances, Tr

Irll E .:-r i Q{:‘I

themn Al

suppose French

ordinary thinz not

o Bt ey

contemplated

N 3 . =
Amminition Columns

on Bovril,

Knows

then being

=

Ambulance wagons, and instead of

Hospltal, sent on 7 mlles in Improvised
had had no food for many hours, and no sleep.

and

5

then re=dressed thelir wounds,.

ks o

vws what he 1s about, but it =eems an extra=
to have brought helf our Hospltal up, when he

tion. It looka bad., He also had left two
at Nasuwpoort, and the result was that one

Decembo;




gattery ran out of Amrunition and had to gallop back to the obther

. +g the Railway (I'm not sure which) for more. mly & were
(834 J 4 o - -
gilled yesterday. I believe though the 1l0th Hussars had a narrow

escape, havine been into & wire entanglement. The Carablneers

also lost their way and it might have been & second 18th Hussars

ftu

pusiness. It 1s very hard to get reliable informaticn here. e
pave sent all our ordinary siclk back to Hemilton's Hospital at
Naauwpoort, for we don't know how many ve shall get from Rensburs

to-night or to-morrow. The diffecrent look the poor fel

(=
i

ows had
after food, sleep and morphia ‘waSs astonishing., I found one
gSergeant who had been shot through the thigh heving a Wash end

prush up and walking about his tent, about 5 hours after he came

in. A specilal traln ceme through about £-50 p.m. but no wounded.
They cannot have been brou in yet, and now they will have to
wait till morning. The others are comfortable to-nisht.

They told me they had had no food for two whole caysa, excepl a
couple of piscuits, and that cur men at Rensburg gave thelr own

brenlkfastc, T noticed to-day that those wounds which came in with

a firs gld dressing on, apd over which the plece of waterproofl

i
Ty
e

material had been applied, Were quite molist and snu welt offensively.
Cthers on which the waterproof had not been applied, were gulite
sweet, dry ard scabbed, The idea of a dry dressing is to malie

all discharges dry up &t onec and leave nothing for the germs to
live in. I was at first golng to write to the B.l.J. and point
ut what I considered & great defect in the ATmy 1st, Fileld
BI‘FJE:;;‘;M.;'-‘,, but Tate thought the o.Cenl, micht be angry and advised

- ,:_j"l . =




the Force. I have done this,
through Irvine of course., He szid he supposed he couldn't be
jumped on for forwarding it and that as all these pgreat surgeo
were on the Jjob it was strange they hadn't notlced it. I in=d

- 5 ] i = 1 -~ -
on 1t goling on and am curlocus to see the result.

(Within a week of my letter calling attention toc the

danger of covering wounds with thie waterproof of the lst. Fleld

Dressingm an army order was published forbldding its use in

future, )

L& mumber of wagons with Rations ran down &n

s

ncline at Rensburg and away towarda the Boer llines. Some of

the trucks became derailed there, and we have been

to try and prevent the enemy getting the food, ete. I hear we

L = e R S N ] noE . LY o e e
navye st sone ol Cile SLAL L on 1l1re WiIGH e S‘Lk:l_,..."_: .
T R TS 5 A e R e =} & FEDRRIE g - o
ARUARY 3rd e got a batch of wounded thls morning from
i = i
Bl i g = : 3 s e e e
Rensh 1T'E, One was reported dangerously wounded, and they thoug

he was shot through the stomach. I was looking forward to a

&

probable operation, but found that he had only been shot through

T

the base of the right lung and liver and
others will do well. I got Irvine to wire and get part of the
Hospital train sent up tc take all the wounded down, and it wi
be here teo-nmorrow ebout mid-day. One of the men who came in

yesterday, died thls aiternoon. He was shot through the thigh

in several places, and looked dying when he was brought in, but
he picked up well and I thought he waa going to do well, but he

fighting to=day

ot




died suddenly, from clot in the heart, 1 think, I gave 3 graln
of morphia to another chap, and two hours after he was found

suffering from Oplum poisoning and would probably have died, but

a quarter of an hour's treatment brought him round and he 1s all

right now, Ve are mekine the sick and wounded very comioriable
[ ]
and can get anything we want Iin the shape of food ete. quite

asily. We have only to make out a requisition and we get 1t at
once, 1 expect we shall move into Colesburg stralght from here

when our man gets in. We are giving the Boera a good llcking

up there. One of the Berkshire Reglment officera was killed the
day before yesterday. IHe was & good shot and had killed 3 or 4

Boers and so they probably marked him down as a sharp-shooter.

-
4

He put up his head to see the effect of the next shotb and got a
[ =

3

bullet through his brain. neard of the Canadians and Australians
licking the enemy at Belmont and capturing their Laager, ie are
very pleased as they worked the whole show themselves.
many of these chaps could teach our Generals a few things. At

8 p.m. got word to move half the Hospltal up to Rensburg. Palmer
and I had arranged to go out after Buck to=morrow at 4 a.m. with
Tommies' rifles and ammunitlon., They met a herd near here this

morning but now it is off for the present. Irvine and I are

going ahend.

JANUARY 4th, About 10 p.m. last night we got another wire

ordering up the whole Hospltal, so we left at 9 a.m, leaving
juat the tents the sick were in, and Tate and Palmer. We got

= 6l, =




to Rensburg about 11-30 and found a very nice camp told off for
48, It 1s on a platemu and we are qulte free irom the dust of
the camp, though we get a falr amount off our own ground when

the wind blows., Half the force 1s camped in various places round
this. 12 Battaliona of Infantry ceme up to-day, and a Battery.
There i1s also a Howiltzer Battery and some Naval guns at De Aar
which will probably come here. The wildest rumours are flying
about the Camp. One was that a whole squadron of the
Inniskillings except 3 men had been kllled. Alao 2 of the 1l0th
Hussar officers, Tate got here about 7 p.m. The Hospital train

£

came up to Arundel and the P.lM.0, of the Force came with it, He
is golng to walt at Arundel and £i111 up his train 1if there are
more wounded from here. Up to 9 p.m. we had recelived none. I
don't know how the --=--- does his work, he seems to be always
going about in personsl attendance on the wounded. He has a good
man in his office at Capetown and I expect he runs the show. The
mails and post office are two mlles up the line so we shan't get
1t until to-morrow. To-day's was the first march we have done

5

with our transport.

JANUARY S5th. The English mail does not come in until to-morrow
and goes out about 2 p.m. the same day. We got 16 wounded 1in to-

day, I was feeling a bit cheap from a go of Diarrhoea, and
couldn't go round them, The Hospital train came in this morning,
and so the majority of the cases were re-dressed and put on board,

I felt better in the afternocon and helped Tate with an operation.
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T then heard that we had a wounded Boer in who had a wournd of the
skull, Tate was going to send him to the train, but I happened
to find that he was paralysed in the ripght side. I suggested

trepanning, and it was rather recelved with scorn. However,

had my way and operated on him. I found a long depressed
fracture of the skull and I removed about 13 pleces of wvarilous
alzes from a depth of about one inch, A falr amount of brailn
matter also came away, but the operation only took me about half
an hour from start to finish and was a great success. I can't
of course say how he will get on. Later, a Tommy was examining
another's rifle and 1t went off. The bullet went in just at the

inner end of the left collar-bone, passed in an upward direction
through the left lung and out at the back. His escape from
instant death was marvellous and he will do well,

Donovan came to-day; he has wired for our Bearer Coy.
80 we shall have Cottell and Co. up here in a day or tweo. He is
not at all satisfied with the way our Hospltal has been left
behind 30 far and I don't imagine 1t will occur again. We have

nearly 3 Battalions of Infantry, end the Composite Regiment of

Guards came to-day. A big fight is expected to-day, and the

Hoapital train is waiting for it, My Liver stopped worklng for
a few hours altogether, but a little Calomel stirred it up agailn.

111 £ - 5 . 4 & i - v L 4 - e 7 £ -
e had a heavy fall of rain to-day, which made things pleasant

for a time. We had a poor fellow brought in with a large shell

ound, which I think opened the stomach. He was collapaer

he came an seration was out - A :
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fancy that we might have been able to have done something for him

if we had got him earlier, I am going to have a look at the

damage before he 1s sewn up for burilal to-morrow.

JANUARY 6th. 11 a.m. Half the Hospital ordered on nearer the

front. FEeport that 200 of the Suffollks have besn captured A
I L ']

.

very trying and anxious day., We heard about the Suffolks' night

attack., The Colonel of the Reglment begged French to let him take

a hill which was the key of the Boer position. French gave way

ga
and at 2 a.m. they started, wearing canvas shoes Lo deaden the
sound of walking, There was an alarm: someone called out retire,
and a lot of the men bolted I believe, and 140 and 12 officers

were surrounded and taken prlsoners. The Colonel was killed.

At 12 o'clock we rot a wire to send on half the Hospital 7 miles.
Irvine was away, so we got the tents struck and packed and were
starting off when he came in. He hed been out with Donovan and

had gone about 20 miles. Donovan was riding a thorougnbred
English mare and Irvine a pony. The result was that Irvine had

to drag his pony along for the last 4 miles and it died about &

hours after he got in, Irvine had arranged that he and Palmer

were to go on, and leave Tate and me here close to the Rallway and
they were to send thelr serious operations here to be done., How-

ever, he thourht he would take the operating tent and had it struck
iere were so many wounded that they wired for 4 ﬁcat:ﬂ carts to

help the ambulances. The Bearer Compan
and we are here about 14 miles from the fightling line Donovan ls
very angry at the way the Hospital has been kept back

ATvesiyt 5 =TTy
¥ NV, L KADOUL o i

- 64, =




the Hospital train came back and we put 3 bad cases on it. They
had a case who had been put on yesterday and he had been bleeding

badly. They had put him under chloroform and plugged the wound
in the thigh, but the cozing went on. The man in charge didn'tv
1ike to tale him on as he thought he might die, so We had to take
him off. We brougnt him to camp and put him on the operating
table which we had To rig up in a bell tent., Half the wall had
to be turned back so as to glve us room to work, so 1t was
pvﬂﬁtiaall in the open air, Under chloroform, (given by the
Iife Guards' Doctor) we found that the thigh was smashed up near
the head, so there was no alternative but amputation through the
hip joint. It was a deaperate remedy, but there was nothing
else, I started (it was the first time that I had ever done it)
and got the anterior flap cut by transfixing. I couldn't get
the head of the bone out, for there was only & small blt of the

ghaft left and Tate couldn't control the bleeding from the forward

artery owing to his being so miscular, I therefore plugged the

the swabs that I had made at

Maitland Camp, and tied all the vessels in the antericr flap
with strong silk that I had brought with me., It was lucky that

I had it, for there was not a bit of silk fit for use in tae
equipment and I den't know what I should have done otherwlse.
Just as I had cut the posterlor flap his heart began to fall

so I injected strychnine in large doses., I had to finish the

= 4= o £ 3 - .
operation up 1ln a hurry but 1t wa: reat icceas as Iar as
1 1 5 - 4 -~ T m PlarE b P T ' -
the shape and size of tThe 11laps Z0. In about an hour I had gilven
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nim 30 drops of solutlon os strychnine, which would have polsoned

an ordinary man, and he rallied in great atyle. I got a quart of
champagne from the Col. of the Inniskillings for him but he
wouldn't drink 1t. Donavan came round after 1t was all over and
rather shook his head over the operatlon, but at 9 p.m, the man
had a better pulse than before the operation and I am in great
hopes that he may come through 1%, If he does, it will be a great
geore. I shall see him several tlmes through the night, for 1f we
can save him through it, it wild be a grand thing., The men are
delighted with him and are working like slaves, The Eoer is deing
well, I'm afraid I shall miss a lot of operations at the front,
but if this case recovers I shan't mind; I'm afrald we have &
tough job before us yet. 99¢ of amputatlons through the hip

joint in the field die !

JANUARY 7th, The hip joint case stopped vomlting about 9 p.m.

and began to take food. He had a grand night, and this morning

[
is in splendid condition, quite happy and comfortable. There are
now absolutely no fears of his not doing well, As far as I can
hear,. all the cases in whick this operation was done at Hodder
River, dled, Later on we had 15 wounded and one officer sent in
by Irvine's half, I dressed them all and most of them were
absurdly trivial wounds, many mere bayonel ones caused by the men
of the Suffolks falling on their comrades as they ran away. A

sergt. had 4 bullets through him. One had smashed a little finger

and I amputated it under cocaine at the palm. The Eoers bhehaved
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very well to our men, came and dug graves for them and sang hymn

L1

over them., They knew that the night attack had been planned,

They kept all the alightly wounded cases they took, prisoners

The sergt. was fired at after he fell, as they thought he was
shamming. There has been a lot of firing to-day, but we have
no news yet, I photographed my hip case 24 hours after opera-

tion. Dolng well. Donovan surprised.

{Subsequent history of my hip joint case. Fte Kent,
10th Hussaras., He was transferred to Capetown and reached the
‘Herbert Hospital, Woolwich. The officers of his Regt. pald for
an artificial leg and he went to London to be measured for it.

He contracted pneumonia in the train, and died !

JANUARY 8TH., The very zealous corporal on duty last night

thought that the hip case was bleeding about 2,30 this morning
and came and woke me up. I found that the usual discharge had
soaked through the dressings, but a=z the man had probably been

frightened, I re-dressed it and went back to bed. The incldent

gave me rather a start.

There was firing at interwvals all last night and a good

deal to-day, though one has not yet heard the results. The
suffolks were sent back to-day to the Lines of Communication,

having lost sc many officers., I hear to-nizht that 25 men had

escaped, To-day the Boers had the cheek to work round to Arundel

and captured one officer who was scoutling. They released him on
parole, perhaps they are getting sick of having to feed soc many

o,
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prisoners. We got rid of a number of slight cases to=day
belonging to the Suffolks and sent them down with them., Ta
saW ==----= this morning and he was very nasty asbout the hip
operation, but Tate went for him and told him that Russell (the
}.0. of the Hoapltal Train) put the man out, and aaid that Re
was afrald that it meant amputation at the hip joint. Russell

is a very good man so D shut up. He came round this evening and
seemed all right., It is raining hard to-night, and most of the
troops are to leave camp at 1 a,.m, s¢ I think there is golng to
be a big right to-morrow. We had better hurry up and do some-
thing ror I hear that some of the Stormburg Commando are on their

way to reinforce these fellows and we shall be getting them '

behind us, Hi

L=

case dolng well, but Boer will die I'm afraid,
Irvine is sending us 15 cases to-morrow - to make room for more
I suppose. We have a lunatic in the Hospital at present which
is a great muisance, I had a letter from Thurston to-day, ifason
has been sent to No.2 General Hospltal and they have a man named

Hewitt instead. They lost all thelr stores in the wreck, lovely

tin-l1ined boxes as well.

JANUARY 9th. Firing began about 6 a.m. I went out to the edg
of our camp and saw 2 of our R.H.A. guns engage
Boers had let our puns and cavalry escort get close up to their
Position and then began to shell them

short, so were the second uﬂ€ third, but they then

fellows, and all their shells except one, bur

ete, retired, but we loat about 18 out of 40 hors
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s of shell, They both rode into ocur Hosplital and
s

wa dressed them and subsequently put them on the hospital tral

There was firing in other directlons, but we didn't hear the

result. My hip man is doing splendidly. DBoer was much better
this morning, but not se¢ well this evening. Nearly a2ll the troops
have left the camp. I hope the enemy don't come and loot all our

¥it. Donovan is very civil to-day and is coming to see the hip
dressed to-morrow if he can. The wounded officer was very grate-

ful for what we had done for him,

JANUARY 10th. Ve had a good deal of rain last night but it 1s
beautifully fine to-day. Donovan saw the hip and was astonished
how well it looked. It 1s doing splendidly and so is the man.

I'm afraid the Boer willl di best thing for him, as he would

probably be permanently paralysed, Our Bearer Coy. is at De Aar |

and may be here to-night. The camp is awfully gquiet - very few
troops left., More went on this morning. An occasional sun, but
£ ) = >

it feels like Sunday. A Colonel of the Canadlan Artillery who is
on the staff here, dropped in to-day. He was greatly interested

in the hip case and says he will write to his General in Canada

o

and tell him about it. We have a very good brand of unsweetened
milk in use here, It is called Ideal Milk, and 1is like cream.
I don't knov whether it will go as far as the other, but 1t is

very good in tea. You cught to try it. to-day that we
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only loat 10 horses wounded and 4 killed vesterday. The Bcers

have the guns they took from Gatacre Iin use here

.
i)
e
-
(=]
]
-
J
o




the shells which dropped yesterday and didn't burst. It is like
s 15-pounder shrapnel. They forgot to bore the fuse which lets
the flame reach the bursting charge. I hear that we have almosb

gurrounded them now and that they were reinforced by 1,000 Germans

rpom Ladysmith a few days ago, &4lso

[t

‘hat they had lost 200 killed
and 250 wounded some 5 days &g0 and that they funked our shells
1ike anything. I went for a ride in the evening and when I got
pack I found one of the Carabineers had been brought in, shot
through the thigh. He was on patrol about o miles from this camp,
heard a shot, and found himself wounded., The bullet was &n
explosive one and nede a frightful wound, 2 hole as large &8 & 2/ -
plece on the front and a long rent of about 5 inches on the cuter
gide. A few stitches made it look respectable in a few minutes.

T came across the 1ate Boer position this evening
behind a very high kopje. ANy amount of sheep-skins and entrails
lying about, also one of our shells whilch hed dropped close to

them. ©8ix of our Ambulances have just come in, so we shall

probably have an action to-moTrITOW.

1lth. our EBearer COY. arrived this morning. Everyone looking
£4t and well., Thurston had heard about his father and 1s very
sorry. We had them up to lunch and did them well., We had the
best leg of matton I have ever eaten, with paked sliced onlions
under it., It smelt and tasted like roast Goose, L'm sure . shall
dream about it to-night; potatoes, cheese, and stewed ApTlcolS.

food we gave them. They never

=

hey were awfully surprised at the
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get a roast because they have no stove. Our men had been to meet
gome of thelr men, and everyone knew about the hip case. gur

Colchester men were very plea vsed, Phipps came to see his man who
was shot last night and he went to see my man and was greatly
interested, He 1s such & nice fellow; he was out with the 2 guns

who were shelling a day or two ago and he was telling us all about

1£, Thurston was tall

-

ing to Wilson, the P,M.0. of the force at
capetown and he was very angry at the Field Hospitals not operating.
In one instance he and Maklngs were zoing rournd a Hospitsal and

found a leg which should come off. He told the 0.C, and two days

W

afterwards he went agaln and found 1t had not been done. The 1,0,
gald he was just going to do 1L, Well, everything was got ready,
but whether the man was nervous of Wilson being present, or what
not, he wasn't able to do it and one of the civilians had to. The
man!s name is =----=-- who went out with us in the "ilalabar” and
whose wife was so sea-sick. 1 was zlad to hear all this,
won't have the same to say for No.,11l Field Hospital. There was &
good deal of shelling this morning and an occasional one all day,

but we have had no wounded and the © Ambulances have gone bacl,

12th. The Boers were very busy this morning, they came out into
he plain near us and set a farm on fire. They retreated before
our troops. During the nisht we gota & gun on Coles Kop, & very

high hill which overlooks +he town and is almost inaccesaible,

It is in action at present, if we could get a heavy gun up therse

we should be able to smash them, We are

e i |
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of Infantry, and § a Battallon has just come in. The Essex were

e At

pusy building walls for defences across our camp this morning. Ve

pave just got a tremendous flight of locusts, which I have photo-
graphed. Hip case doing well. Boer died about 2 p.m. Have

just heard that a gcirenlar memo: has gone round the whole force to
M.0's to the effect that the waterproof of the ls, fleld dressing
{s not to be applied in future. Tate told Donovan that I had
reported about it, but of course he sald that it had been noticed
pefore, and that the cases from liodder River had been notlced.

At any rate sbout 10 days have elapsed since 1 wrote my letter,
and even if my letter has not caused the issue of the circular memo,
« I must get credit for independent observation. I cught however

to get an answer from the P.M.0, to ﬁy letter in a day or two. I
hear that it is a 15-pounder gun which they have got on Coles Xop
and it has been fired at intervals of about 15 minutes all day into
the Boer Laager., About 9 p.m. we fired a rocket from the same
plece, so I expect the Boers will be under arms all night expscting

a8 night attack.

13th, The Hip bled e little this morning but I hope he will not

go wrong now after a week, still I am & bit anxious yet. The

»

wounded and sick kept coming in all day, and we have 53 in to-night.

4+

Wust get rid of some to De Aer to-morrow. The wind was very bad to-

day, and we had scme of the most dusty squalls we have ever had,
(devils we call them). Some came right through our camp and blew

down 2 tents, fortunately there was no bad case in them. I ran and
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ung on to the hip case's tent until 1t had passed. The hip case

&y all day but I feel happler to-night about him,
in the track of the
bullet wound, and through which my incisions had to pass.
I had put on an extra thick wool dressing this morning and so he

hed bled about half a pint before his condition was noticed, and &

1ittle had oozed through th , dressing., I changed the dressing at

8 p.m. and then found the extent of his bleeding. e lost no
more all day, for I had 1t quite exposed, I was afraid this morning

that the haemorrhage was into the flaps and that I should have to

open them all up, but now that I see how much blood there was in
the dressing I feel all right about the case: You bet I'll have
1t well watched for the next few days. I feel that my reputation
depends on this chap getting well, Ve saw an exciting scene this
evening from our camp. A lot of the Boers came down to water thelr
horases at & pond about 4 miles from here, and before they could pget
back our guns at one place began shelling them, They didn't know
how to escape and were galloplng about like mad, At last about 40
of them in single file made & dash, and our gun burst e shrapnel

jmmediately in front of them, Some W ent on, but others galloped

back, and they must have left some behird.

1l4th, T was called up at 1 a.m. to see the hip case, but he has

had practically no return af the haemorrhage and 1s doing well,

for the first time this morning.

1is temperaturs is normal

some more photos this morning and completed another dozen, whicl
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sent by this mall to the King' Mind you don't let them delay
returning what they don't want, and also get the deseriptive

matter with them. Also stir up the N. and A, M Illustrated" and

ret what they owe me. To-day 1s very hot but not dusty, so cne

-.-.s.n._‘ L]

does not mind. I believe the 10th Hussars behaved very rudely to

score in the end. I believe they simply hate
done splendidly all day. At 4 p.m, I changed his dressings, and
at 6 p.m. & Corporal came and said he did not seem so well, 1
found that the orderly who had been told off to watch him hadn't
kept an eye on the case, and he had quietly bled about 8 ozs, into

the dressing. lewitt, who was with me, kept pressure on while I

got the instruments etc. ready. Thurston helped me, and I cpened

up the outer part of the flap and turned out a tremendous clot of

blood. I then passed a big tube which I had gobt from De Aar

across, and sutured it up. He stood the operation well, and seems
very well to-night. If I had had the proper dralnage tube at the
first operation this couldn't have happened., However, I am still
in hopes that he may do well. It ls very sickening, and I feel
quite Ead about it to-night. The operation had to be done in a
bell tent as before, and crowds of the Welsh Regiment were locking
on from a distance, We must try and get Donoven to get another
operating tent for our half, It Isn't decent to be operating in
the open air. We are getiing lots of Infantry up, and in about a
day or two we shall have about 10 or 1l thousand men nere in

different camps.
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15th. The hip case was so well this morning that

]

0 over and see Irvine!s Coles Kop. T dressed him
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pefore breskfast, and immediately after Wilson - our Padre - and
gtarted ofi. The other half 1= about 7 miles from here, Not
such 8 nice place as this snd the water supply is very difficult.
The Ergineers have bored a small well and they don't get enough to
run to a bath, From here we went on to Coles Kop, sbout three

s

miles further on. This 1s & remarkable, very hig

h, sugar loaf

gort of hill, We tied our ponles to some small bushes and started
to ¢limb to the tep. It was the toughest bit of work I ever did.
When we got near the top our gun went off and we heard the boom of
the shell just over our heads. We got to the top and I took seversl
plates of the gun and the different positlions. There was a splendid
view, iWe saw Ceclesburg and the Boer and ocur positlons, Ihls lo-
pounder gun has been dragged by the men (70) up the sheer face of
the cliff and placed in position on the plateau on the top. They
had worried the Boers so much that the Free Staters had shifted
their Laager much further back. To supplement my photo the parson

o

e notes about each.

[

sketched the whole line of positlons and mac

*

i took about 11 photos in all apd hurried home, getting here abou
4 p.m, I got him to take me, just to use up the 12th film and

then posted them off and, I think, caught the mail, It ought to be
& very interesting dozen and very valuable at the present tlme 1

think, Five Boer spies were captured this evening near our

Une was armed with a 500 Express Rifle and it had been recently
Lired, The others had Sneiders, sn old muzzle-loader and one
75




TanSer . They were thus caught red-handed. They are natives of
colesburg and therefore rebels., They looked very frightened. T
neard this evening that the Boers hed attacked our position et
slingers Fontein, & or 9 miles from here., They crept up to within
20 or 30 yards of our men on & hill and shot the officer in charge
put a private named Hayes jumped up and yelled out "fix bayonets
and get into them, lads”. As soon as they heard the word bayonet
they turned and ran and we shot 50 of them. I belleve thias is
perfectly reliable. The Royal Irish arrived to-dey. I operated
on an officer of the A.S,Corps to-day who knows the HWindsor Fortersa
and family. He is awfully pleased with the result., Hip man doing
gplendidly. A heavy rain-storm came up about 9 p.m. and I believe
1t has been very dusty all day here, Some thousands of ciparettes
arrived to-day for the men and patients, My 6 rolls of films al
aprived from the Editor of the "King". They are getting another
gun up on Coles Kop to-morrow and special fuses have arrived which
will enable us to burst shrapnel in the air over their positien,
arnd so we expect some stiff fi ghting in a day or two. Teck was up
here this evening having a drink, he was out with a pearty trying to

5

blow up Colesburg Road Bridge, but they had to retire owing to the

mumber of the enemy there.

JANUARY 1 Had a very busy day. The hip man was very rest-

less and irritable from about 9 o'clock to 4 p.n. He then became

3
q

vlolently delirious and ToTre of f his dressing. Gave him some

morphia aml strychnine and he went to sleep and was quite rationa
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at & p.m, We got 5 wounded in frou slingersfontein, where tnt




per attack feiled yesterday. gur Bearer Coy. have all gone out
there. Phipps, the M,0. of the 1l0th Hussars ard Carr the Vet werse

in to-day. The former saw the hip case and was very pleased.

expect he will talk this evening when he gets back to the Regiment.
carr says he will take my camera into action next time he goes, 1if

we are together in the same camp, and try and get me scme photos,

&

nense pile of clothing, food and varlous other things

e got an 1
through the Red Cross people to-day, We don't know what to do with
the stuff. We can't take it along very well if we move, There are
rumours that the Boers are going to evacuate Colesburg in a day or

two and fall back sbout 9 miles, They must be getting very sick of

our playing a waiting game, or they would never have attacked our

position yesterday.

JANUARY 17th. Ve got a splendid present.of frult vesterday.
Several large boxes of pears, peaches, apples, apricots and
nectarines, The softer fruit was very ripe and wouldn't keep, sO
the men and we had a good time., We had a splendid dinner to-day
the best .T ever ate I think, roast shoulder of mutton as tender as

& chicken, baked potatoes, marrow, soup, "¥mas plum pudding, and

fruit; what price that f

')
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We got rid of all our wounded to De Aar this afternoon.
I think Hamilton's hospltel is coming up in a day or two and we
shall then probably go on to Slingersfontein, and Irvine willl remalin

8t Maider's Farm. The hip man has taken an enormous smount of Tfood

to-day, in fact I think he has rather overdone it aml sent hia
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temperature up a bit. French 1ls gradually surrcundlng the Boers

nd they will find thelr retreat cut off if they don't clesr out
guickly. The riding breeches I brought must be pretty rotten, .

¥

haven't ridden 50 miles yet in them and they are golng in the

s
i

strapping. The parson ls golng to get his wife to send me up &

yard of stuff and some khakl cotton and I'will have them restrapped

b b

herea,

JANUARY.

ith. The hip case's temperature was still up this morn-

ing and he was not draining, so I determined tc make another
L= 3
incision this evening. About 3 p.m., we got word that licCormack

was coming in about 4 p.,m., so I got things ready. He came at 5

=i

p.m, with Donovan, saw the cease and agreed with me what ought
be done, He was greatly Interested and said that 905

3 3 | 3

that I should try hard to save him, I said that I hoped ard
expected that he would do well, but he said that I ought not to

be too confident. He has not seen him as I have, It 1s perfecil;
marvellous how he comes round from the chloroform and begins to
teke food at once. We have to move on to Slingersfontein to-morrow
when Hemilton comes up with his hospital, It 1s an awful pity Ior
the hip case, but I am going to leave a corporal who has been look-

ing after him and I shall get up at S a.m. every morni
= = | - &
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over and dress him for the next few days. It 1s 12 or

I am determined that he shall recover if I can manage 1t (D.V,)
Irvine's half is to remain where it 1s. I don't expect we shall

Join till we get into Col esburg. We got two Lyddite Howltzers out

»
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there to-day and they commence to-morrow., I'm afraid that w

Wi s dich
shan't get our letters very regularly while we are off the lire
of raeilway, so I shall post this before leaving here to-morrow

and another, if possible, later on.

JANUARY 19th & 20th, Hamilton's Hospital came up about 11 o.c.
end we started packing ours. I dressed the hip man early and
found things much better; we gave the other fellows a good
dinner at which they seened very surprised, seeing that we were
marching away in a couple of hours. Tate went on at 2,30 p.m.
eand the parson and I stayed behind until 4 o'clock so as to dress
the hip and show Dowse of the other hospital how I did things. He
1s a good chap and says he will do his best for the man., I left
& corparal of ours, who had been nmursing him, to look after him
for a few days and I hope to get over ocecaslonally to see him.
Poor chap, he was very

in his luck when I had to go. I got

8 letter from Flo. which has been on the way since Howv. 10th. Ve
met Tate about 3 mlles from Rensburg, crawling along; I tried to
get him to hurry up, for the road was so good that we could have

easily trotted the mules at times, but he said there was no hurry

=
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&nd we went on to camp, found it at a farm house fully a mile from

the place. O T had selected the place, but I kn

shouldn't stop in it. Tate arrived after darit, very tired, and

Sngry with his guide who had lost his way, We had scme

“ent to bed, I slept outside and had a miserable night with

Mosquitoes, lowing cattle and fishting doga
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JANUARY 21st. Tate got up early and aaid he would not stop in
this filthy place and went off to choose a ground nearer the
main camp. The enemy are VeIy close here and there have been
many little skirmishes round about. We got a camping ground up

a sort of gorge. Ve have & high hill behind us ard acro

]

g5 a
1ittle valley is another Iange of hills and a2t the end another.

We don't get the dust unless the wind blows in a particular direc-
tion. We had the ceamp all pitched by 12 o'clock and we have

quite settled down ag

and had & good wash and brush up. It is
very cloudy and ought to rain to-night. I am going into Rensburg
early to-morrow to see the hip case, and perhaps may be lucky
enough to get the mail., It is a comfort to be in & clean camp
and away from A.B.C. It may be dusty here, bvut it 1s not the

filthy dust of a South African farm which has Deen accumulating

-
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for centuries and is rull of all manner of abominations. & LOL
of Boer horses and mules rave just besn captured and brought in,
and we hear that the Boers have been caught between White and
Hilyard, and given & licking. Let us hope it is correct! Just
after- I had written your letter 1 met Donovan and Prof,Ogston,

Surg

the Edinburgn Surgeon who slated our Corps so much at the last

B.M,A, meeting, when he said amonz other things, that in the next
war the wounded would be wrourht to Surgeons incapable of dealing
with them, etc., etc. He had just been in to see TDS hip case,

and to Donovan's surprise, I turned up. He at once introduced

me as the man who had done the operation. Ogston was VeIry civil
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and greatly interested. Donovan seemed very pleased that I had

e case and sald 1t was very sporting of me. He

cr

come to see
geems &3 pleased now Over the case as though he himself had done
it. I got all the letters from the Bearer Coy and the rest of

i

£he hospital's, also two pounds of Tcg, apd came along on a fresh
pony, which 1 haed borrowed from one oI the A.5.C., I got here
by 12-30, much to the surprise of Tate who xpected me in the
evening. The night alarm was due to the enemy trying to occupy
g farm-house about three miles from here, which was held by some
nalled for help, but the Boers promptly
retreated, In the evening I climbed a high kopje and had all
the positlon explained by the siznallers there. The enemy A&re
certainly very close to us here., Holt is only drawling my
English pay. The Field allowance and Colonial allowance I have

not drawn yet, except the advance of 90 days field allowance

]
which Holt credited me vefore I left. 1 othier I shall draw in
a lump at the end of March.
28nd. & very qulet day, absolutely nothing doing in camp. We

£

hear that the enemy have fallen back from here and that we ma]
o »

move Fforward at short notice. Three months away fpom home to-4day
o

and we don't seem to have done very rmch 1ln the time.,

25rd. we sent in some sick to-day to Rensburg, and I wrote &
chit to Dowse askinz him how my hip case 1s goetting on. e says

.1 L e ] . [ = i | | 5 g L 3 e x 1 1 - e T
that he is dolng splendidly, temperature normal thla morning,




delishted to see how he was getting on. The messenger brought us

papers. L was up on Signsl H1ll this morning and met

iz now a Colonel and commands the Royal Irlsh. He

asked very kindly after you and the ki
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boys now,
While I was there a Helio came in from an advanced hill that the

enemy's wagzons were constantly retreating to the North East,that
iz the direction of Norwals Pont. Our guns shelled and burnt

several rebels! farms this morning,

24th, A very hot day, and a real Indian hot wind. Occaslonsal

firing. We hear that French has glven the women and children 24
hours to clear out of Colesburg as he means to shell the place

and we also hear that they were seen at Rensburg yesterday after-
noon., Itz extraordinary how hard 1t 1s to get news, even of what

is happening just near ua, I spent a busy day putting new

o

strappings inside the knees of my rldingz breeches. I got the

stuff from Port Ellzabeth, through Mr Wilson, The cloth must have

been quite rotten, but I hope they will see me through now, and

-

have lots of stuff to put in a new seat 1f necessary. I meant to
ride over to Rensburg to-morrow, but Tate wants to Iinlish an exam

he i3 on so I can't go.

25th. We had very heavy firing towards Colesburg, and alsc away
to our right, VWe heard later from one of the stafi that French
was assaulting Gilbraltar and Suffolk hills and the force on our
rignt was making a demonstration to draw some of the enemy away
there., We have not yet heard whether French was successful or not

s
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but probably he was., We had a New Zealander brought in dead,

He was Gen, Clements' orderly and was holding some horses,wvhen

twia
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the Boera dropped a shell which burst, killed 4 horses, and
shot him through the head, Clements' horse was shot under him
We had a couple of very heavy showers to-day and thls has made

things very pleasant, I went out thils evening and took a photo

of a brood of young Ostriches and thelr mother. I am golng to

Rensburg to-morrow. |

26th, The parson and I left at 6 a.m. and got to Rensburg
about 8 o'clock., I had breakfast with one of the Commt. chaps,
got my English mail and also the mall for the Bearer Company,
and ocur half, Saw my hip man who didn't recognisz me at first
owing to a week's beard, He is looking well and the stump is
splendid, He 1s getting tired of the dust. Donovan came in
while he was beilng dressed and I asked him to get a first
Saloon carriaze up, and send him down, I shan't see him any |

-

more for I expect he will leave in a day or two. He is going

£ ]

to write and let. me know how he gets on. Hothing was done out-|
|
side Colesburg yesterday, so here we are on the 26th Jamuary !
still outside, while we expected to be in on the lst, The
A.5.C, are frightfully sick with Kitchener, who is reorganising
the Transport, lajor Count Gleichen and another turned up at
Rensburg to talte over some of the duties connected with lt.

The Govt. find 1t very difficult to get Officers now for the

\ A 3 }e £ T e I T, P T U £77 1} fmmmaalthla o
A,S,C,, and after this I should think 1t will be Impossible To




get anyone for 1it. VWie are wondering whether Kitchener will turn

our Fleld Hospltal into an Ammunition Column.

27th. Another guiet day. Kot even a bigz zun fired all day.
411 our carts and mules and oxen were taken away to-day and I hear

£

they are all going up to Wodder River, so 1%t looks as though
Methuen was going to leave the Railway and strike across country
towards Bloemfonteln, I heard to-night that the night alarm which
took place the night we arrived here was due to 6 horses and a
charger who stampeded towards the Boer lines. The enemy thought
they were Cavalry and opened fire on them. This turned them, and
they galloped parallel to fheir lines drawing fire as they went.
Most of them were killed or wounded. I heard to=-night that the
railway shunter who was arrested at Rensburg, on suspicion of
havine let the train run down the incline there about a month ago,
and get wrecked, has been found guilty and shot. Also a

Rimington's Guide, who was caught red-handed coming from the LEoer

lines. I took a photo of the former's two little girls as they

were coming away from the tent in which thelr father was confined,

havinz brought him food. It will be very sad for them. We bhave

fed him from the mess table. He is going out to-morrow, and as he
1s solltary here, he asked i1f we could take him into our mess., Ve

are doing so at half what he wanted - and expected - to pay, viz:

at 2/- a day. Same as our tame parson. He expected to pay 4/-

and so can't quite understand our generosity




The parson's black servant arrives from Naauwpoort in a doy or

tWO.

28th, SU [ This has been a beastly day, gusty, hot and
dusty. We heard this morning that Buller has taken the key of

the Boer position at Ladysmith., So now we shan't be long, I hope

1 gaw a copy of the "Kins" to-day. They only have one of my
photos in it, but I see a-lnt of rotten things that are muach less
interesting than many 1 have taken, so expect they will use some
more later on. There is a rumour in camp that the Boera are
going to attack us, but I don't bvelieve it. Its not their game;
nyhow - we have extra plckets out.

29th. We had a good fall of rain to-day which made things much
more pleasant. The corporal who was mursing my hlp case returned
this evening, having seen him as far as Ue Aay, He left him well,

but the poor chap wept when the Corporal left him, They mean ©o
send him to Wynberg as soon a8 possible, The parson went to
Rensberg to-day and brought back the news -hat Buller has had To
leave the “"key" of the bBoer position. I expect you are all in &
great fright at home, every time anything iike thls occurs.
French and lMethuen and all the Generals are at Cape Town consuli-
ing with Roberts 1 suppose, ap that we may have 3some fresh

developments in a few days., 1 got. two very nice Cholera belts

from home to-day, and a palr of socks. I gave one of the belts

to Tate. We have a bad case of Double Pneumonia in hospltal,
under Tate. I got him to bleed him to-day and he 1s wonderfully




better for it.

o0th, The Pneumonia case died this morning and was buried
near the lNew Zealander this evening, A Life Guardsman had a

ma

very narrow escape to-day. The bullet passed right across his

chest, making a graze and just perforating the skin of the arm.
Ve are sending a Staff Serght. and man to Cape Town to bring up

am gettinz him to bring up some stores for the mes:
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heard to-day that Warren had had to return across th
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and many are down on thelr luck about it, I got my copy of the
"King" and am sending it on to Flo. We have an Encineer
ﬁlficér living with us now, so we net ﬂf- a day for their mess-
ing. The Engineer youth wants to pay us 4/-, he says that we
are dolng him so well that he feels quite sure that we must be

out of pocket. He has 5 years service but is a very simple

youth,

alst, Donovan came over to-day and seemed very pleased with
everything., We heard that the whole of Buller's force had
crossed the Tugela, Also that Mafeking was rel
North. Also that the Cavalry Division will £0 up to licdder
Hiver, so that will most certainly take our hospital as well,
Hothing doing in camp to-day. It is getting very monotonous.

We shall get some splendid coffee and bacon up from Port

Elizabeth to-day
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Feb. lst., We got orders to-day to return to Rensberg, en route

&

for Modder River., I hear they are mobllising a Cavalry Division

(D

with R,H.A., to move rapidly through the Free State. We and the
Bearer Co. leave at 8 a.m. to-morrow and pick up our other half
at Rensburg, We shall be able to pack things quietly. I sent
off 10 more photos to the "King". Two were not exposed, but I
thought it wiser to load up a fresh dozen for the journey. I saw

in the Pioneer lail to-day that krs M--=- K--- has had & son &t

Chindwara, C.P. Just fancy, K--- a pal

FEBRUARY 2nd. We left at 8 a.m. and went to Rensburg, reaching

there at ---- Cottel has had to hand over all his mules and
Ambulances to the A,S5,C., and when he wants one he will have to
apply for one. I never heard such a rotten idea. It won't work
at all, Poor Cottell, he had taken a lot of trouble with the
mules and harness, and now all his labour is in vain, We march
to Tweedale to-morrow and into Naauwpoort next day, and there
entrain for Orange River - not lodder. Ve were to have gone to
Arundel only to-day, and that would have left a very long march
for the next day and an entralning on the top of 1t, but I got
Irvine to consent to our golng another 7 miles to-day. Got the
mail letters as soon as we came in, also a copy of the "King",

but there is only one of mine in it, I expect we shall get a zood
deal of moving about after we get to Orange RHiver., 1 hear we are
Lo destroy everything we come across, and so draw the Free Staters
away from the various strong positions they hold in the Colony.

faly
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e are losing our teme parson. He is to remain here, Hamilton's
hospital 1is emptying 1its sick to-morrow and will also move With
us. The hospital train is here. I met Russell who put the
case ashore., He saw the man yesterday at De Aar. The people
there say 1t was not an semputatlion through the joint but in the

&

upper third of the thigh., However, 1 think I am the best judge

o

of that. I shall probebly see the man if we walt a few hours
at De Aar. I shall De glad to leave this camp; it stinks, and

gwarms with flies.

srd. Left Rensburg at & o'clock and got to Arundel at 11.30.
It was a beautiful day, not too hot. We are sitting under a

tree in the Albertyn's garden, (a large yulberry tree laden with

ripe fruit., We are going to have dinner here and go on &t 4 p.n.

to a place named Tweedale, That will only leave us 6 or 7 miles

4th. i went on at 3 p.m, but the mules wouldn't travel faster

than a slow walk, At last it got so bad that I rode alongside

and took a small whip that the driver's assistant
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don't think they ever travelled at such a pace after that Th
other nigger should carry & long whip, long enough to reach the
leading pair out of the three pairs which go to & Scotch Cart
but this chap hadn't onse. To the waggons are o pal
and the whipper up 1s very handy with his long whip He slso
hes to jump off and put on the screw brake behind when going
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Bearer Company thought I
it was not so. At about

4-

i

fournrd that they alsc had

nad

gone two mi

road to Nasuwpoort. hsa

to tell Irvine where wa

of the party arrived in t©

confusion owing to the pl

edele altogether, and following the

must be going right, but as it happened
6-30 p.m. I came to the Bearer Co, an

missed the turning off to Tweedale

the way, but fortunately on the proper
lted alongside them and sent a man back

8. I only pitched one tent. The rest
he dark, and there was a good deal of

ace where we were belng full cof

or dongas, as they are called here, We all had supper and wentb
to bed in our clothes, It was a lovely night - quite warm. It

was funny to think, only

was swarming with the ene

the road by 6-30 and zZot

about six weeks before this, this place

=

my. We got up at 5 a.,m, and were on
to Naauwpoort by 10 o'clock, e came

into camp, and here we are, waiting further orders, This place
has greatly improved. It is now an enormous camp, apd the whole
place has been properly laid out ard a beautiful water supply

laid through in pipes.

bustle, forward]

The 2nd., Australian

Colesburg way. 1t has be

gll round and pouring in
had any. Palmer has gone
advised him to do so. He

will

and join una thence

The

stati in a tremendous state of

River and others Rensburg

-
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en a very dusty day, rain threatening

the ut up till 8 p.m. we hadn't

hospital

i1l probably be all right in a week
hereas 1f he joined us now he would
89. -




when I spoke to them, and all said that the Sahib

certainly brealt up altogether. col,Falvey, from Weedon, 1is in
J E W 2 3

charge of it, I saw a number of Indian troops here to-day,. They

ith €l They were
N,

came over witi e remount s from

Hindustani., Many of them knew Saugor very well,
of Militia here, it is very fumny to seeé them loafing about in
their English uniform - they haven't got thelr Khakl yet. One
of my flenmel shirts went under the arm, so I have let a plece

in which I cut off the flammel belt I wear at night. I think

i

you will say it 1s a very neat job when you see it. am getting
very cute with the needle., Mind you don't get sending any morse
shirts out to me, I have plenty. Ve are wondering whether
Roberts is golng to make 2 second march a la Kabul to Kandahar,
and whether we shall get an extra rilbbon for it., I enclose a

cuttin~ from the Cape Times to-day re R.AM.C. I see another of

our fellows has been severely wounded near Ladysmith.

sth. Had a ripping night's sleep. Ve had rain about 7 p.m. and

it made everything very pleasant., ky pony Wes lame, and as he

]
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wasn't much of a beast, got rid of him and got ancther, [he
remount Vet was very civil and took a lot of trouble to pick me
out & good pony. He chose an Argentine pony for me, one which
has been put aside as being too good for Mounted Infantry. The
man in charge was an Artillery Ofilcer and he said that had
not amputated that men's hip, he would not let me have such &

good pony., I asked what hip he was talking about, and he said he




hed met Major Belfleld at Cape Town, erd he had told him all

L A o B o 1= & ol y
ot a bad eyve, from Infection Irom a giclk horsa,. was 4
T M T - iy M . 1 L o als 22 T .- oy pin 4
shot on my part, but 1t turned out correcu, and he thought I
' -

must be a terribly smart chap. cured the Sub in a couple of
days, and added to y reputation, Then I operated on the lajor
ror an inflamed Tile, and that finished it altogether., Now he

5

is spreading my fame rournd the globe, The first pony I had, died
of Strangles, I found out to-day. We don't know when we are
going on, but it may be at 4 p.m. Anyhow I shall post this now
and make sure of it getting off. We got orders to entrain at
Spa, loaded up the wagons and got to the station, only to be told
that a wire had come from De Aar, To the effect that the line
was blocked, and not to send any more ililitary trains for the
present, So W had to come back and re-pitch our camp again.
It was a stinking dajy, frightful dust, but rain camé down at

4

7 oleclock and the wind fall and gave us & cood nisght's reat,
o L

6th. We didn't succeed in getting away to-day. The Cavalry
Regiments got away, so we may go on to-morrow, We can't hear
yet whether 1t 1s Orange or siodder River we are bound for, Ve

had a heavy rain-storm this evening I sapent the balance of the

L L I s A & i
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men's Canteen money to-day in gettinz them soft felt hats., They
look quite smart; some of them had their hair cut and shaved
off thelr beards, I suppose they want to cut a dash In tow:

We are to lose our mules which we thought we wer going to keep
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for our water carts, and also the drivers. Anolher day 1n camp,
it was very pleasant until 7 u'clock and then 11 came on to blow
cuite suddenly, ihe aust was very bad, and one must have eaten
good deal of 1t wiln the evening meal. It blew on till early
morning. Wwe got our orders al about 1l o'clock to entrain at

2 p.m. We loaded up at once and got away 10 the stletion in good
time., Cottell gotl his Bearer Company as usual anead of us, and
unloaded nie stuff at the foot of the silding leading to the
platform, the result was that nls man had to carry it up-hill to
the edge of the platform. Then he had two of his ambulances drawn

up the ramp on to the platform., I sat tight for a bit and then
got him to draw the ambulances as close together as possible.
Then I got one cart a4l & tlime pulled up on to tine platform; had

the mules taken clean out and the contents of the c¢cart put close
10 ihe edge, and in some cases rignt into the trucxs, wihich by
Lhig time had come up. Then the men backed the emply carts away
and in lhis way we got all our stuff into the wagons with very
little trouble ana succeeded in making tne Bearer Company very
Bick at the exira trouble they had been put to., We dia not start
till 6 o'clock s0 1 was able to get the men's tea before leaving.
we got a corridor saloon with 4 cabins so thel we were nly two
in each compartment. They are meant to hold four. We got to

De Aar about 10 p.m. All the
they were feeaing on the green karvo which grows alongside the
line in ine furrows made when ihe line was originally made, The

Engine stoker amused himself by throwing coal at them as we

¥
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passed. De Aar is now an enormous camp and so 1s Naauwpoort,
we left De Aar about 1 p.m., in the same traln, and got to
Orange River at & c'clock, there we had breakfast, and at
1 o'clock we left for Xodder River. I met lots of fellows at
e River, whom: I knew; among them was J'Halloran. I
also saw Watson Cheyne one of lhe greal surgeons, and was
introauced to him. He was greatly interested in hearing of
gome of my cases. We took up ithe Staff Sergt. here whom 1 had

gent to Cape Town for the stores. 1 also metl Greenway. He is

going on to-morrow with a Field Hospital. He nas been outl ner

gix years, 4 at Simons Town and 2 at Grahams Town. FKEis wife 1is

not strong and so ne exchangea to stop out. He says tnatl ihe
climate 18 excelilent but that living is expensive. We¢ Ccrossed
the Orange River ﬁrlugc and it looked very pretiy up and down
the valley. A colunin is moving off to-day from Orange River
gnd we have 45,000 men ahead at Modder River, We are in for
a8 big show I think. Passed Belmont and a lot of Infantry on

the march, I saw the positions from wnich the Boers were

driven. Then came to Belmont - a very large Camp here. Severzal
[ =)

graves dotted about over the veldt. Most of the troops are

moving forwaras i10-morruw. Heara tnat our transport is being
cut down to 2 buck wagons. We nad 4, and = Scotch Carts., We
can't possibly oo with less than 4 - Buck Wagons unless we leave
a2 lot of stuffl behind. We are going Lo leave some personal ki

and get it sent .to Cape Town if possible, I shall leave my

mw

bed, bath, chair and tuble. 1l shall use Tate's bath, It har

Deern a "-’f.'}‘.‘:;.-' hot ':*-':'i-:r' and at 6 p.m. we are
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grange and Moader Rivers. There is a grand water supply here,

oy

what we got atl Orange River wab like mud. They have to precipl-

5 F

(ate the mud witln alum. We drank it made into tea, but it made

the tea a very funny colour. At Enslin we saw a huge mast,
erected for Harconi's vireless telegraphy. All the telegraph

poles belween nere and Grasspan have been badly damaged. They

look as if everyone had been pulled down and bent.

jih., As we approachned kKodaer River we saw the Kimber-

ley flashlight answerling ours. It was done by throwlng Lhe
electric light on the clouds. Il was bright moonlight, but the
sgignalling was guile easily carried on. We were run on to a sid-
jng in the middle of a plain ana we remained there until morning.
%We got orders to pilcn our caip near Hamilton's and cut down our
eguipment enough 10 go on a buck wagon. _We lad enougi stulf to

go on 4, and 2 Scotch carts.

FEBRUARY 10th. We are encampgd On the old batile-field and have
had an awful day. You know the discomfort of being caught 1n a
winirlwina of dust on a summer's day at Loime. Well, imagine your-
self in one from 9 a.m, until © p.m. almosi without intermisslon.
All through this ﬁf haa to go on working, ana you realise that we
vent ine most uncomfortable day that we have yel put in, AL
6 p,m, we nhad a heavy spower, and that made things pleasant 10T
an hour or itwo, but ithen lhe aust came on apalll like a fTog, owlng
:

Lo the enormous pnumber o
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animals going o Gl ink &t oAUl Adlved.

We could only get our mules and wagons witn Lue greatest dirfi-




culty ana lhen loaded them up and tried to get 1o sleep early.

prdaers L0 start at 3 a.m. and move 1n an easterly direction.

f;;ﬂﬂh@iﬂJLL&; A dust storm blew for tne best part of the night

T : e Eages Y X Al 3 FE AN Ty -- .9 ;.
and 1 g0t very little Bieel. Very dard alt 2 a.n, We slarted at

3 p'clock and siruggled along over the wvelatl until daylight., 1t
was then uﬁv1uuu that we were moving in 3 columns ana that we werec
in the centre one, The Bearer Companies had 4 buck wagons eaci
given to them. The velat was very pleasant for about 4 miles,
pwing to the heavy ralin of yesterday, Loen it became ary agaln.
gur force consisted of cavalry and horse artillery alone, so0 they
went along at a greal pace. We expectea to halt al 7 o'clock ana
cet breakfast, but after an nour or two it became obvious tnat no
arrangements were going to be made to feed. At 12 noon we came

to our camping ground at a place palled Ham Dam, naving marchoed =<4

miles in greatl heat, ur men arrived very tired, but we all

bucked up after breakfast. we stretchea a large tarpaulln between

[1F

the carils and had a sleep. We are now well in the Free State.
Have just recelved orders to prepare to march at 2 a,m, Lo-mMOrrow
and to keep 3 miles from the Pontoon Troop. The enemy ig reported
in force and fighting is expected. It 1s a wonderful sight to

gee the enormous crowd of artillery and cavalry here and to think
tiat it ie only a small part of our force. Ye have no idea yetl
where we are bound for, so well have ihey kept it secret. Robertis
is coming round by train this evening or to-morrow 1o conduct
operations. We lave left old Dear behind 1o look after the store:

le fighting

and 1 should think ne was VeIYy glad to be outl of batl
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prince Alexander of Teck (now Earl of Athlone) came out to seée us

gfter we cameo in and hed a drink out of my canvas water-bottle,

+

He was dead with thirst and couldnt't get

weter anywhere. He 1is

such a decent fellow. our mules gave a lot of trouble early this

morning. I found one pair which were very thin, soaked with
perspiration and dead beat. I had them tairen out and replaced Dy

a spare pair from the water cart, thus relieving them altogzether.

hat they would have died in an hour or two, but we got

ctr

I'm sure
o

them in safely. Then after another blt, 1 got another pair from

o

ot

cur second wagon, Once We had to send our strong team back

Ak

ct

hes

pull up our second wagon. We shall nave to sleep in our clo

to-night. I'm golng to have a tub in a ravine close by later on.

=%

i feel beastly dirty. A strong force has just come across from

Grasspan. 1 expect we shall lose Palmer soon, wien his HMounted

Infantry come up.

EEEEH&EXqE%E;L I have just put in the most awful day I have ever
experienced, Ve hed revellle at 12,45 a.m., zot some coffee, and
losded up. We dldn't actually start untll 4 o' clock owing to
delay caused by the units in front of us. At last we zot under

welgh., About 6 a.m, our artillery began shelling some koples

were seen by our scouts. One of these fellows

dismounted and went up the will., He was spotted Dby about 10

Boers who opened fire on him. One bullet pasased across his nose,
eutting it. EHe aspralned his anltle but managed to reach hia horse

apd zot away., e pulled up about 19 o'clock and made soas colflfee
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for the men, and had our breakfast. Meanwhile, our cavalry and

guns had got out on to a large plain, and tried to get round the

enemy's flanks., About 500 Boers and 2 guns broke away acrosg an
but our cavalry didn't try to get into them. I expect
their horses were too done up to do any good. While this was

zoing on we wat ered cur horses and mules at a dam, The water was
very dirty and the bottom was thick mud. Ky horse tried to lie

5

down 1n it but I managed to stop h

Jur

coat and waterproof.

At the other side of the dam was & farm which had been
deserted on our approach. A few Kaffirs were left and our men
bought all their fowls and cleared out the garden. At this til
4 regiments of cavalry and infantry ceme up and advanced in
regular order; scouts, skirmishers, supporvs, ressrves, 6L,
ete. It was a magnificent sight to see them, The Boers dropped
some shells over our men bub I don't think any damasge was done,
An offilcer and & man werse shot by rifles. Then we advanced
after the infantry. The day was frightfully hot and the poor
infantry had already marched many miles. 1 hear in some cases
they started withouv water, The result was that they fell out
by scores. The ambulances Were soon filled and the Infantry
Medical Officers were qulle unable to see even & small percent-
age of them. Taete saw a color sergeant who had heat stroke, and
did what he could for him, but the poor man diled very quickly.
We optspanned again to water the horses and mules and then

pushed on azaln. Then we had to cross a dry river bed and only
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one column could get across at one time. There was no staff

(4N

officer present and all was chsaos, I rode at the head of our

wagons and prevented anyone else from breaking our column,

red which column would cross first, and found it was the

e

as
right one. 1 got a wagon pulled aside and brought up geveral
ambulances, and our hospital and Hamilton's. Then I came to a
place where a Horse Artillery captain was trying to get his

wagons across, I went to him and asked him to let the

ambulances go first as they were full of baed cases., He sald
they could go after hls wagons. I sald "Do you refuse to let
them go?" He said, "Yes". Then I said "They shell go." I

=1 o 3

rode my horse across the path and forced his mules aside and
sat there. Then I yelled to my wagons to come up, and they
did. The Horse Artillery man was frightfully angry and tried
to stop Hamilton's wagons - but Dowse said if he didn't get outl
of the way he would report him. Then we went salong and found
another dry river to cross., 1he banks were sandy and the sides
almost perpendicular., There were hundreds of wagons waiting To
cross, so we saw that 1t was hopeless to move farther. Ve

drew our wagons to one side and got some food, It was & o'clock

and we had had nothing since % a.m. The mules were frightfully

thin, and the work to get them along was terrible, Then we were
¥ L=

told that we had to cross the drift before 9 p.m. and march on-

wards for 50 miles. It scon became evldent that this was lm-

possible., 12 horses were required to pull one gun up the face

-

of the drift, and we should have to unload all our stufil and

Qa8
- e 1Y




draw the wagons up empty, and then repack them. So we declded to
remain where we were until 3 a.,m. to-morrow, and then try to get
across if possible, We are to relieve Kimberley, and it is to be
forced marches. Half the animals will die, but French
does not care, We are close to a fine house which has been
deserted by a doctor. We have made it into & hospltal and are

leaving & civilian surgeon with a staff Sergeant to take charge
i - 3 =Y
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I don't envy him. Roberts i1s coming through to-morrow and will
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decide what is to be done with the place, Our men went out on

the prowl and have just brought in 5 splendld mules. They have

gone out for more. We mean to keep up with the column, and it
will be impossible with our present teams, All is fair in love
opr war - so we must fight for ourselves. It would make you cry
to see the state of our poor Tommies. They are coming in dead
beat and are lying about the veldt, -The Boers must have been
mad to have abandoned this place; Wwe could never have crossed
it if they had held it. One poor officer of the Staffiord Regt.
was helped into our camp just after We came in, He was utterly
exhausted having had no food for 24 hours, We kept him and fed
him, afterwards sent him to the house which was fltted up as a
hospital, Poor chap, he was most awfully grateful. Kabul to
Kandahar march was nothing to this, it will be something to be
remembered by those who took part in it. I felt very bad part
of the day but since food 1 am quite fit again and would like to

astart at once and zet over thils awfnl darift, but the men are very

tired though very cheerful. 1 am 30 glad that I have & fresh




good horse, I never could have got along with the other rotten
¥ o L
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beast. The poor offlicer who was shot through the chest is dying,
FEBRUARY l4th. I captured 8 splendid mules last night who were

loose about the camp. We lay down about 10 p.m., but I couldn't
gleep., There was a lot of nolse and T was anxious lest any of our
mules should escape. I slept about half an hour. At 1-15 a.m, I
got up and went down to the drift. I found 1t empty and no carts
in the way, so I went back as quickly as possible, gobts the carts
packed and up the face of the drift, and well on the other side,
Then we lay down and rested. We caught some sheep and killed them
and had a good breakfast of liver and bacon, kidneys, coffee,
biscuit and jam. The Division paraded at 9 a.,m, and it was a
sight seldom to be seen. 3 batterles of Artillery and thousands
of cavalry. Then we started at 10 o'elock to march 30 miles. It

was not 20 hot as yesterday

¥, but hot ehnough. There was no halt,
but on, on. When we had gone 15 miles we came to a small farm,
There was a small well on it, but no-one was allowed to draw water
from it as all will be required for the Infantry who come after us
end will halt here for the night most probably. The men were mad
Tor water and the anlimals were very done. Ons of our water carts

was half full of good water which we had brought from Ram Dam. We

didn't fill the cther cart at the last camp, Reits Drift, because
it was so dirty. I went on with the empty cart and tried to get

sald that I had been guilty of very




up my water cart at the last camp. I said that the water wa
quite unfit for hospital use. He replied that it was beautir

water and that we couldn't have any here, I told him that we

might get wounded on ahesd and that we should want water fop them,
but he wouldn't give way. Then Donovan came galong and Irvine

stuck to his guns. The result was half a cart of water. About
this stage we found that the veldt was fired all over the place,
The wind was very strong and the flames came along at a great pace,
We had to make long detours to avoid the flemes, and once I had to
take a wagon right through the fire, Fortunately the flames were
not very high here, Now horses began to die, or were shot
because they were done up and couldn't get along., Lots of animals

c¢ould have been saved if water had been available. A bullet in the

head gave them a merciful relief. Sometimes the saddle was brousht
along but in most cases it was left, About 4 p.m. it got wvery

cloudy and a bit cooler. We rulled up and mixed some bovril in =
buclket of water, added a bottle of whisky and served out a mug to
each man, It ran to about a quarter of a pint to each, We were

i

brinzing the men along alternately on the carts and by marchins,
3 were on stray mules, Some were on the water carts, The mules
now began to fail and we had 8 miles to go. Tate dismounted the

men and gave up his own horse, As many as could march he took
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able weight, I put the weaker team in front and be;
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an to foot it
into camp. I was so sleepy that I had every now and then to get

off and walk or else I should have tumbled from the horse. Fraom
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this into camp the way was strewn with dead horses and there
were lots which had been cast loose, One I had shot. In other
places men were trying to get their beasts along, but it
generally ended in failure, and a bullet, About 7 p.m. we
picked up 3 of our men who were too done up to march, and
shortly afterwards we were in the most awful dust storm that I
ever experienced, We struggled along and got into camp about

8 p.m, A nice ground outside a farm house (Klip Drift) and

what was best of all, a splendid well and s windmill pump, work-
ing like mad in the gale, We washed out ocur carts and filled

up at once. Shortly afterwards the wind dropped and we managed
to get some lamb chops and some tea, Turned in at 10 p.m.

aiter a good wash and slept like = top. We had shelled a Boer
laager here and captured the whole of its contents, There is

8 Boer hospital here also. We are on thils side of the river

but ocur pguns and most of the Cavalry are across, The enemy
thought we were on the way to Bloemfontein and our arrival was
gquite unexpected, We are now only about 20 miles from Kimberley
and the intention is, I believe, to attack Magersfontein on the

flank while Methuen attecks in front and Kimberley behind,

FEBRUARY l4th, We are halting here to-day and are pitching

some tents for sick and a few wounded, The guns are shelling

iy

and the Boers are replying. 3 shells dropped 300 yards from us.
The day is very hot and I tremble for the poor infantry who are
coming over the burnt wveldt in this heat, I have captured some

&

more sheep; it is contrary to Roberts! orders, but the stafr




themselves take what they want and its all rot aparing food

]

the enemy's country. Besides, fresh meat is so much nicer than

(o

bully beef, and we are working hard. I think we ought to have

.

he best which can be got., I feel a bit tired still so have had

a sleep on a stretcher under a cart, so as to save myself up for

any hard work which may come in., At 2 p.m, we L word to move

Across the river so as to be ready to march to-morrow. We paclked
up, left an orderly, and handed over the patients to a civil
surgeon irom Hamilton's hospital, and trekked to the river. There
we were delayed for an hour while the cavalry horses watered. At
last we got over and pulled up alongside the bearer company,

s

Owing to the near presence of the enemy all the troops were
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very closely together, It became very black, so I arranged the

L= ]
wagon covers over the carts so as to shelter us beneath and

- s - C - wrd ] . R ! St ol o i . 3 a i
between them. It rained heavily for about 10 minutes at 9 D.ll.

I didn't trouble to unpack my bundle of bedding, thinking
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were
golng to start very early next morning., I lay down in my clothes

88 has been my custom for several days, boots and all, wrappec

jaF

in my great-coat and tried to sleep, We put a guard over the
mules lest anyone should try to steal any of them during the
night, for we knew if any of them went it would be good-bye to

our march to Kimberley to-morrow,

FEBRUARY 15, We were up at 4 a,m. but got no orders as to th
time of march, consequently we were walting about until 9 o.c
Yie had a good breakfast while walting and then the column moved

off, We kept about 1 mile in rear. About 3 miles from camp our




guns began shelling the enemy, and they replied briskly. Their

very first shell burst and killed 2 horses and wounded 2 men,

They had the range beautifully. They burst some more over our

guns and killed an officer and 2 men and wounded several more,

LT

There was also a brisk rifle fire from the hills which did us

--—----\..l.:lJ

a llttle damage, 1In about an hour we had shelled them out and
on we went, Then an officer and 12 men volunteered %o cuf some
wire whlch was in the way of the 168th Lancers. They advanced

and 20 Boers met them at 20 yards range, they killed the officer
and then ran, The Lancers got after them and then thev threw
down their rifles and held up a handkerchief, Our fellows killed
nearly the whole of them in response, We found water at a place
on the road and watered the mules and ponles from buckets. Then
we got oIl the road and out of sight of the column. We were
golng gaily along toward one of the strongest of the Boer
positions when we thought that the direction was not quite right.
We got a guide at last who took us along, Wie reached a large |
farm about 3 miles from Kimberley about 7 p,m. The farm had

been looted by the Boers, so we made it into a hospital and have
about 20 cases of wounded, One Boer was struck by a lance, It

is the only case I have ever seen, it went right through him and
out at his chest and when pulled back it drew out a large plece

of omentum from the abdomen, this I had to remove and am rather ’

curious to see how he will get on. Some of our Lancers went on

into Kimberley and the en

my have evacuated all their poesitions,
We marched about 24 miles to-day.
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FEBRUARY 16th, I got to bed about 11 p.m. last night and had
ripping night's sleep till about 5 o'eclock, The Boers were
actually in thelr farm until about 5 p.m. when they saw our
advanced party and then they bolted. A lot of ocur cavalry are out
after thelr big gun which is being drawn along by bullocks, The
General got a great ovation last night when he went in, The people
are awfully glad to be relieved and are very slick at the ruﬁor:
that they were about to chuck it. They had no idea that we were

on the way to relieve them, We are 6 miles still from Kimberley
and I am just off with the sick to hand them over to the military
hospital there., We are to go on to Bloemfontein almost immediately
I hear, The enemy are supposed to be leaving Bloemfontein., I hope
we shall be able to collar their guns. I shall post this in
Kimberley now on chance of it getting off soon. I had a grand bath

&

this morning and got a lot of dirty clothes washed; the sun is so

powerful that things dry very quickly,

FEBRUARY 18th. I got back to camp about 9 p.m. last night after
dining with the Ashes. Found orders that Tate and I were to move
forward at 4 a.m. to-morrow. Irvine thought that we were going to
play round Kimberley evidently and that he might as well have a

i

rest, We did not gzét off till 6 a,m. and knew that we had 32

P

miles to march. Fortunately it was cool and the veldt hard at
starting, After a bilt we got among a lot of Kopjes which bounded

& valley, The road was awful here and the heat very great, Here

We found a Boer wagon which had been abandcned and 1t was quickly

Py A

off. About 5 miles ahead we came
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to a Boer ambulance with 2 doctors, they had come out to look out
for Kronje's column as we had., We were evidently on his line of
retreat, for at this place were 3 wagona full of smmunition.

These were burnt. There was lots of water her and so we had the
men's breakfasts got ready. This was at about 2 p.m. At one
place about @ a,m., we halted for a few minutes. I got our kettle
boiled and tea made and Tate and I were tucking into some brawn

and home-made bread when the column began to move. I had every-

thing put on the wagon and sat there and finished my breskfas

et

under very great difficulties, It was worse than trying to drink

in a small boat in a storm. One had to dodge the ruts and take
a mouthful when ons could, However, it was comforting to know
that one had filled up, and could go on till evening. All along
the road to the river were farms and plenty of water, It was
great fun to see two lancers ride into & pool and spear 2 ducks |

which were promptly tied to their saddles., About 5 miles from
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very heavy flring on our right, and just as we

got near the drift our advanced patrols were fired on and 2 men
wow:iuu. In a few minutes we had 2 guns on & hill and 2 Maxims,
arxd began to play on the enemy, who rctreated_tc a farm house.

I got orders to join the 16th Lancers whose i,0, had been missing
for the last 3 days, (Thompson, who was through the bad cholera
epidemic at Lucknow), I went on to a Kopje where their Maxims '
were and saw some of the fun. They did not reply to our guns. It
Was gettlng dark by this time and so the force was ordered back

to a f&?ﬁ 9 miles on the read. Thias waa very hard luck especilally
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after 32 miles march to have to retrace our steps. The 1l&6th
went to water and I tried to follow, but lost my way. At last

I found them and retraced my steps along the road, The moon had

o

not yet risen and I was almost asleep on my horse., To my great
delight I fell in with the ambulance, and Tate, about a mile from
the river., They had declided to stop here under the red flag,

and chance it,. I was very glad. We could not light a fire so

drank cold water and ate bilscult and bully beef. Got to bed at

9,30 and slept the whole night until 6 a.m. I was dead beat,

e &
FEBRUARY » The night was very cold, but my great-coat and
& blanket was enough. I haven't taken my clothes off more than

twlice in the last fortnight and when sleeping dressed, keep boots
and leggings on. We had a good breakfast and attended to the
wounded., One is shot through the abdomen but seems to be doing
well., A flock of sheep came in sight éa we captured 2 and
skinned them. We have just heard that Kronje's column is between
an Infantry Diviasion of ours and French's advanced brigade, and
that there was tremendous fighting yesterday, (just our luck to
miss 1t), also that 2 of his magazines had been blown up and that
there isn't much chance of hils getting away. The column is just

advancing at present and we are waiting for it., .So glad that we

did not go back to them last night. ‘We have & whole sack of flour

b
in our wagon, so we shall be all right even if our supply wagona

don't turn up. All our biscuit is gone so it ls great luck

having the flour. No-one came to look after us, or to glve us
orders, so at 9.30 a.m. we thought we had better start on the

=
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road back to the farm where the force rested last night, About a

mile on the road we met &an officer who told us that the column had

sone to join French, except a squadron and 2 guna which are advanc-—
o W 3 ¥

ing to hold the drift where we had the skirmish last night, we
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therefore turned off the road and sbtruck
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across th
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a time we saw the column and so we chdchl our direction and
arrived as soon as they did. On the way we met French's private
baggage cart, unable to get on. We lent them a pair of mules.
French was much obliged when he saw us later, We came to a fine
dam, backed by wlllow treea and I took a photo of it. We are in
the land of plenty as regards horses, cattle, sheep and goats,
and the irregular cavalry are very busy commandeering horases to

replace their own which are done up., We got orders to go to a
p - = t

shady place and wait, so we have had a pleasant day. About 3 Dl ;
firing began. The Boera are in the river bed and their wagons
are on the edge of the bank., We are pumping shells and lyddite '
into them for the last 4 hours, Their wagons are on fire in

i
several places and once We saw a magazine wagon blow up, with E
tremendous clouds of smoke. They are unable to reply to us with é
a single gun and the bed of the river must be simple hell, Yot |

they don't surrender, They will probably try to get away to-

night but must leave everything behind them, We got 60 prisoners .
yesterday, and they acknowledged that they had been caught in a -

trap. They had no idea that .we should push on from Kimberley.

From the top of a kopje near ocur camp we got a splendid view of
the shelling, I expect we shall stop here untll the Boers are
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shifted. Our column has done wonders up to the present, though

all the fighting to~day has been done by the infantry and some

3 B
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cavalry, There is a rumour that Cronje has asked for 12 hours
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armistice his dead, and that he tried to escape in the

meantime, and guns had opened on him again. I made =
] = # -

pile of unleavened cakes to-day and showed the men how to make

them. I carried the baking powder for about 3 months and left

it at Modder Rilver - just at the time we wanted it.

FEBRUARY 20, As many of our wounded as possible are to be sent

in a large convoy to Jacobsdaal to-day., Firing went on at inter-
vals all night, and at 5-45 a.m. there was tremendous firing,

followed by clouds of black smoke, So far as we could make out

et

bt

the shells were bursting farther up the river than yesterday. One

is wondering whether they are trying to escape by keeping to the
river bed. I should thing that all their horses and oxen are
trenches

dead by this time, for although they might possibly dig

L=

selves, thelr horses must be left exposed and our shrapnel
was bursting over them, We had a good night!'s rest, but it has
got intensely cold for the last two early mornings., The sand,
since we left Kimberley, has been of a beautiful orange colour -
hence the name Orange Free State, I suppose. We got 3 fine sheep
this morning so have done ocurselves well with meat. D pPalle, Iil=
ing has been going on at intervals

all day. Yesterday Cronje

asked for 3 hours armistice t(:u consider whether thevy sho

EY

surrender or not. They decided not to chuck it., We lost a convoy
with 140,000 rations on it some days ago. We had only 70 men as
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usual, and an overwhelming force of Boers turned up. Our men
tried to burn the lot, but falled. Kitchener and Roberts are
both with the infantry division. I expect the enemy are spread
out considerably up and down the river bed, and that our shells
are not doing them much harm, for otherwisé no mortal man could
stand the Lyddite which we rain into them every day. Rumour has

it that a force is advancing to relieve Cronje. The cavalry

division has moved this evening to a drift about 3 miles from

here., We have to remain to recelve about 30 wounded, look after

L a

them to-night, and having loaded them on to empty wapgons In the
morning, follow the division., We have a lot of muttion broth on

the fire to give the wounded. The arrangements for feeding them

are very bad, and if we didn't forage round for them they would

come off very badly. No-one seems to have thought of sending

milk with the supply columns, We got held of 3 very

good cows this evening, but couldn't do anything with them. We

may be able to get some milk from a herd which I see just going

L=

to a farm.

i

FEEEU;BE_ﬁlgt. The wounded (25) came in when it was nearly {
dark. We got them focd and dressed them in an hour and a half. :
I |

Among them was the Colonel of the Welsh Reglment, There was & i
strong wind most of the might, and 1t got very cold, About & a.m.
there was & tremendous musketry fire and a few guns, and later on

a heavy fire from blg guns, Any amount of Lyddite shell, Ve

hear that & great attack on the Boer position is proceeding. At

12 o'clock we got 5 wagons (ordinary buck wagons) and loaded our




wounded on them and sent them off to the 6th Division hospitals
from where they are going on still farther, We then packed
and mede for the drift which the Cavalry Division had crossed.
While waiting I had a grand bath and washed my pyjamas One

does not wear them much now-a-days.

FEBRUARY Z22nd, Had an excellent night, but cold. The cavalry
brigade which we left behind at Kimberley arrived about 8 o.c,
and I had almost finished breakfast of liver, bacon, kidneys

and lamb's tongue, damper and coffee (what price that for s bill
of fare) when Irvine's half turned up bringing a New South Wales
M.0. We got breakfast for them and didn't they enjoy 1t. We are
to remain separated still and march to-morrow as 3 bripgades for

PR UG

Bloemfonteln, we with the srd BErigade After a while, Thompson,
who is with the léth Lancers, arrived. He had been left on the
veldt about 15 miles from Kimberley for 3 days, with some
wounded, altogether he had 9 men and all the food he could

muster was 3 emergency rations. He had put 3 of the unwounded
men on to shoot an ostrich at 100 yards; although plugged with
«203 bullets he got to 500 yards before he dropped. He got a

bit of tin plate and frled scome meat, the liver he says was
excellent, At lﬁst he was found by & DeBeers ambulance which
had come out to search for Brassey of the 9th Lancers, and got

in safely. He picked up a man of the 9th Lancers who had been
shot through the knee and was dying of thirst, and saved his
life, The following extract from Field Army Orders,Jacobsdal,

- 1:!..11 -




dated 16th Feb,1900 is published for informatlon :~ "The

following telegram from Her Most Graclous Majesty the Quesn to

Fileld Marshal Lord Roberts, C-ln-Chilef, etec., etec.,

express my satlsfactlion to Gen.,French and those
him on his brilliant success; trust sick and
"wounded doing well and that you and Lord Kitchener

f

7

"are well, T e

Tr mE

(2) In promulgating to the Cavalry Division H.M.
gracious messape the Lieut: General desires to convey to the
C.0'a, offlicera, warrant officers, N.C.0's sl men his warmest
thanks for the support and assistance he has received from them
and to profess his profoundest admiration for the skill and
courage so abundantly displayed by them at every critical phase

£ood T T (v ard Far Ehe sheaarfals sa et
QL Lhe opel'ati1ons 3 } Gheerliulness Wl

. 1 whd bk +F r Faae
ons and IQor tne s n 127 Dave

i 4 A wAllMl WILCI LI
endured much privation and hardship, To this alone he attri-
butes the great success which must go fer to place the Cevalry
and R,H.,A, high in the estimation of their Queen and Country".
Palmer tells me that 4 tralns had arrived in Klmberley
before he left, so you won't be long without a letter. Prince
Alexander arrived seedy this morning, so we took him in and made
him comfortable.
I ]'.mf-lr that Rhodes 1s very keen that there should be
a special ribbon for the relief of Kimberley, so I may come
home with two ribbons after all. It came on to raln heavily

in the afterncon and tremendous lightning., One of the battery

J'V

was skinning a sheep and got struck and killed. In the evening
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our eivil surgeon (Whelan) turned up, he had been all over the
place with wounded, and turned up smlling., He is a sharp chap
and brought us two cases of Machonochie's Army Rations which he

AN

had picked up as he went along. I don't know whether we shall
keep him, It rained so heavily that we pitched a tent for the
mern, Tate and I slept in one tent and Whelan and the Prince

in another,

FEBRUARY 23rd, Still very cloudy and rain beginning to fall, I
hear that the river has risen & ft. If that is so, it ought to
shift the Boers out of some of thelr trenches. Every hour
through the night the Navals dropped 4 lyddite shells into the
Boer position. The guns and a lot of cavalry have gone back from
here towards the Boer lines, iie cannot get up any oats or
mealies for the horses and they are getting in a wretched state,
FEBRUARY 24th

EBE th, We moved across the drift at 5 Penls. We got sone

of the men on the Wagons and sent our ponies across for the rest,

Immediately after it got very black, so we trotted the miles out

L
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to our stat nd

ons and just got 3 tents pltched when it poured, =a
Went on most of the night. What the condition of the rest of the

troops and the horses was, you can imagine, We were to have

—dk &l 4 AGA
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noved early this morning, but it is now impossible, we wmust
for forage, and the veldt to dry & bit. We have a balloon up,

watching the Boer position, but I

P

am afraid must have got away,
1t was very cloudy all day, so I got out ny gum boots
and put them on. In consequence of this it did not ralin, il
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heard that Cronje had an interview with Roberts yesterday and tried
to get terms for surrender. but with no results., There has been

s ] ¥
very little firing yesterda iy or to-day, I expect they have rTun

short of ammunition., The balloon was up again to-day. It seens
likely that we may stop here until we have bagged Cronje and then

move on, The following is a copy of an Order re looting, just

issued by Roberts. Our staff have shown us a very bad example by
selzing valuable Cape Carts ete., etc., which we came across.

| There 1s no doubt that the sanctioning of looting plays the deuce
"The following extract from Field Army Orders No, 1 of 23rd

4

inst, is to be read on 3 successive pd?&dﬁﬁ S

ken

Several disgraceful ecs ‘33 of plundering having
'l

place in this town (Jacobsdaal) the troops are warned 1t
the first men caught and conyl T B i 52 I be ha [LEE .L and __'3

ion to which tne" Le'or“ w111 Ju gent baclk To Capetown i
for garrison duty, .

Battali L

The Field Marshal Command ing th--JLCf LT“fLuS all
General and other officers to uu‘LU1b nim in his intention
to preserve orde r’.

The Brigade moved on to higher ground this afternoon, but as

.‘

we had trenched the tents and made ourselves comfor yle, we were

allowed to remain where we are, Whelan tells me that he came out

with Mrs Moore (from Colch 1@ater) and tn@t she had quite made up

shat her husband would be shot, because he was with an

]

ry hegiment, Quite close to us is a store owned by a Pole,
He put up lots of white flags and stayed in his house. The Boers

ad cleared the store out before we arrived, I hear that Cronje
has no doctors in his laager and that he asked Roberts for some,
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He sald that they would not be allowed to leave the lasger when

e e ot Fhane v Rehant 3
once they got there, so Roberts said he would not glve them
m LAy B -1 3 3 9 %

=Tight they have a search-lisht plavine over +3 1lai E
To ght ¥y have a search-light playing over the plain and I

1 - Vo oy - : T o = 3 L3 X
believe we are sapping towards his position. We hear that we are
to atay here till Vednesday,
F“BFUP}"V 25th Another % + AT w I ekt - 1+ o - |

B iHY <oth,  Another terribly wet night; it began about 11 p,.m,
and the rain was driven by the wind through the tent well on my

23 Fortunately Whealary ) e S g
side, rortunately ithelan, who was sleeping next to me, was dream-

ing and was struggling to get out of his Jaes ger aleeping sack and
making a great row, He managed to kneel on Tate and he woke up
and 11t a candle and woke the youth up. Almost lmmediately it

i - e 1 wad mad et e S 3 i 3
began to rain, I had made my Led down and undressed, so I put on

my great-coat, shifted my bed and lay down apgain under the

lanl-atl = T lramt . w “ ' I | Ty
blankets., It kept on all nis » and one kept on waking up. Then

- L=

the rain came through my fresh place, so

|

spread a ground sheet
over me and kept fairly dry. Still we were infinitely better off
3 i e T i A 55 - ¥ 3 -

than the majority of the troops, who have no shelter at all., The
sun ceme out about 8 a.m, and we are going to shift our camp to

L B e L Yol 5 ‘ne 22ar) 3 -

higher ground, for we are all mud here. The river has risen very
Righ and is now over the top of the hind wheel of a buck wagon
Which 1s lying in tlie drift. We were going to send our water cart

£ e £ 59 P 2 " -
acress to rill but it is quite impossible unti]
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e river drops

il |
80 w o e C aaga tha m 5 b Wi arar wod s mi- . i
: ¢ have to use the muddy river water, IThe word Modder means
mid so vou imasrine what i+ 1r 1
nd you can imagine what it 1s like after heavy rain, € p.m

'.'.-{j' r ey e £ 15 Y ¥ -} i i T 9
got most of our camp and the patients shifted by 12,30 and the
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men had gone back for dinner, when we had a trémendous shower
which put the fire out and spoiled everything, Fortunately we
had left our tent standing, so were not toc badly off., Ve got

= 4=

some soup, but lost the Beefsteak that we intended to have, How-

=

ever I opened a tin of the Machonochle's Army Rations, put it in
scme of the soup, and stood the saucepan in the hot ashes., The

result was a most excellent dinner for three of us., I having Gum

boots, find that I have to go out in the mud and wet to do anything

that 1= wanted, sc am thinking seriously of throwing them away

They were worth their weight in gold to-day., I fear that we shall
have to stay here some time, and I don't see how the convoys are

4

to reach us while this rain lasts, it makes the Veldt so sticky

i+ ]

and heavy. We are however well off for food and are husbanding
our resources, The weather is sending us lots of sick. The
Engineers have rigged up a canvas boat to take passengers back-
wards and forwards over the drift., A team of mules was very
nsarly carried away this morning so all traffic has ceased and a
gentry is posted over the drift. I got nearly a bucket of water
which had collected in the curtalns of some of the tents which had
been turned up. I stralned it through a handkerchief and filled
our canvas water-bottles, It will be tasteless, bub cleaner thun

river waber,

e Ty -
SOGE, e

had no ral

n last night but it ia very raw and mist;
this morning. About 10 p.m. we heard a tremerndous fusillade of

Sl

L& =]

musketry away to our left front. We thought it was probably from
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the Boers, who thought that we were making a nicght attack on th

They must have blazed thousands of rounds of Ammunition away, and
1t made one more certain than ever that frontal attacks are not
the thing when the enemy 1s armed with magazine rifles and quick

firing guns, The drift is still impassable,

Li¥]

7

'th, Chiefly Kaffirs escaped from the Boer laager to-day. One

|ma

1

r chap was shot through the arm last Sunday week, and was not

s

o

o

2 5

dressed. He came to us to be dressed, He said that the Boers
have lost over 5,000 men since we bottled them up, but this is
probably false, We had the Balloon np'this.aftcrnoon and gave
them a tremendous shelling at the same time, From the Balloon I
suppose the shots were directed, 1,200 Free Staters want to
surrender, we hear, but Cronje has surrocunded them by Transvaalers,
We hear that the place is to be assaulted to-morr w, also that
Cronje is going to interview Roberts again. You probably know a

Lt

great deal more of what is going on than what we do. I wish they

=
=

would hurry up and let us get into Bloemfontein., I am getting

Liver from over-feeding and no work. Last night I gave them the
best Beef Steak Tate had ever eaten. This morning Liver and Bacon;
Calves Head and ground rice for dinner, and so on, so you will know
we are not starving. About 6,000 Boers are entrenched about 6
miles I'rom us in the direction of Bloemfontein, but I expect their
labour will have Leen in valn, for we shall probably go to one

glde of them,
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£€7th, This is lMajuba day for us with a vengeance. We had sapped
to within about 100 yards of the Boer position on one side, and the
Canadlans attacked this morning, but were repulsed with a loss of
10 killed and about 20 wounded, About 8 a,m. a galloper came to
our General and sald that the Boers had planted white flags on all
their positlions and were standing without arms on the trenches,and
that if we didn't hear firing by 10 a.m. he might conclude that the
enemy had surrendered. About 10.30 we heard tremendous cheering
from all ocur camps, and the news that Cronje and nearly 4,000 are
prisoners. I got away about 1 o'clock and rode to the Boer laager
n this side of the river, At the drift I saw a mumber of our
Ambulances and a lot of wournded Boers., I went and photographed
them and had a long chat. They thought that the war would be over
by the end of May, said that they had been marvellously protected,

and that when I saw their trenches I would quite urderstand how few

o

their losses had been. Then I went along to the edge of the river

and saw how they had excavated holes in the soft river bank in such

a way that no shell fire could damage them, Here and there were
Cape Carts, protected by snad-bags, and every man had his rabbit
hole, The whole length of the position was not more than about
1,000 yards long. They said they could not stand our shrapnel, and
that the Lyddite was very bad, but didn't kill at nearly the range

we thought. Then I saw our Bearer Coy. men, bringing wounded Boers
across the river on stretchers on their shoulders. They were
stripped except their shirts and the water was up to their walsts,
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On the opposite bank were a munber of wounded Boers walting to be

H

L

brought across., I saw pilles of rifles and amminition and
Bandoliers, 4 Krupp l4-pounder guns, a Maxim gun and a Pom Pom or
quick-firing gun. They had disabled the guns by removing the breech
blocks. Then I rode round the laager on the far barlk, Hundreds
of wagonsa, scome mere piles of bent iron, but others in good condi-
tién; open boxes, and clothing scattered in all directions.
Hundreds of dead horses all over the place and the stench was
awful., Tommies were all over the place, seeing what they could
pick up. I got a Bandolier for Mausers, 3 packets of cartridges,
8 water bottle, a home-made bandolier fﬂf Martini ammunition made
out of canvas - a great curiosity - also a ten-a-penny shell, I
took lots of photos and then went on to the Headquarters Camp, saw
8 crowd of wounded Boers and a Boer ambulance which had just caome
vp., Then I galloped after the prisoners, 3,800, who had started
for Klip River. I found them on the road, escorted by a Battalion
of the Gloster Regt, They were straggling_along singing hymns:
"God be with you till we meet again", ete., ete. I took two
splendid photos of them and finished my second roll. Then I went
to a Field Hospital, wrote descriptive matter and posted them., MNet
Stalkartt on the way and found one of the Salisbury Plain Post
Office officials at the Post Office. The mail goes out to~morrow,
I wish I had taken the other letter which I gave to the sick
officer this morning, but perhaps it will get through all right.

Then I got home agaln, pretty tired, but I would not have missed

T

What I saw to-day for a good deal, liy horse cast a shoe on t

£5 8 LIlE
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way home, but one of the Farriers is golng to shoe him for a cake

o ke

of Sunlight Soap and a box of matches, These things are very

scarce in our camp now, I hear we are not movi for a week or

ten days. The loss of the 180 wagons has crippled our supply
column, I saw a number of Ox wagons 1n the laager which did not

seem to be much damaged, perhaps we shall make use of them, as

there are thousands of trek oxen to he had,

28th, Crowds of sick this morning. Half rations (which means 3
biscuits, very little coffee and sugar, and unlimited meat)
tégether with the recent rain, probably responsible for it, Saw
an officer of the lMounted Infantry this morning, who was with the
convoy when it was captured., He said that the stores were worth
£20,000, that the original guard consisted of one Company of
Infantry, about 80 men. He and 200 Mounted Infantry came up with
them, but 1,500 Boers attacked them and captured all the wagons
and contents. The result is that we are on short rations and are
walting here when we might be moving on. We haven't seen a Potato

for about a month, I had an offer this morning from a lajor with

R.H.A. to exchange billets, but I am much too comfortable to accept

it. My poor old Stylo pen got broken to-d ¥. Tate was lolling
against my bag and my coat was over it, and when I came to use my
pen later on it was broken. The new one is a rotten thing, I am
Very sorry for the old one, it was a good old friend, Vhelan is
leaving us, I got 18/- from him for his messing,




MARCH lst, We heard last night that the force of Boers which had
entrenched near us had put up a white flag and were going to
surrender, but this morning it turned out that they only wanted

to enquire how their wounded were, We had very heavy rain this
afternoon and there 1s more hanging about, About 5 p.m. we got
the official news that Ladysmith had been relieved. Later on we
got copies of the telegram from the Queen, Prince, Duke of
oberts and his men on

Cambridge, and Wolseley, con ngratulating I
Al | )

the capture of Cronje and his men, What excitement there must be

£

in the papers now, and what a number of successes have taken place
since the Cavalry Division started from iiodder River, and what luck
to be in the whole of them. We also hear that Colesburg has been
occupied by us. Roberts has issued an order that the operation:

between 18th and 27th here are to be called Faardeburg; that means

8 clasp for us, We hear persistent rumours that the Free Staters

are treating for peace and that they have removed their seat of

L4

Government to Winburg, a place north of Bloemfontein., Ve shall
probably march for thet place or Bloemfontein on lionday or Tuesday

next. I shall post another letter at Paardebu irg on Sunday next so

as to get it off, We wired to old Dear last evening to send our

L.l

malls on by the corporal we left with him and he replied that they

e 3 wan, T
LO brang canteen A ;  that

leave to-night, I also sent h
means the bulk of the stores we left. We shall be very lucky to
get them. Irvine had a letter Trom Dear to-day, they are keep
him very busy at the Modder River station, Thank gooéness we did

not bring him alons with us., Ve have 2 of the Commissariat
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officers in our hospital. Another told me that there were 12,000
rations of jam and that 1t would probably be issued to-morrow. A
mumber of our officers have developed & marvellous taste for Jam

and would sell their souls for a pot, I find spap is the thing

= il i)

most craved for, but I am well provided for this.

MARCH 2nd. I was lucky enough to get a roll cof photographic
films from a sick officer whom we sent to the base to-day; and
another, who will probably go to England, promised to send me four
more from Capetown, I had run down to two doz: films so was rather
nervous about wasting them, I heard this morning that the Boers
had built a dummy laager by the river, and our Artillery had
shelled it for 2 days; then the balloon went up and found the

TEF 4= 1 T ar = mi- . =y ) Triy e Y = | st s L. ok e
real place where they were. The result was speedy destruction.

I also heard that the lst. Brigade of our Division had a grand rush
to catch Cronje, and that the 1l0th Hussars and the Boers galloped
for the same hill near the drift, but that our fellows got there
first. I bhave had a great bread-meking day., I had a rectangular
hole cut in an ant hill and into this fitted a tin lining taken
from a I:sl".-ip's blscuit box, this had the 1lid cut off. Then an iron
rod was put in to support the roof end the spﬁcc between the roof
&nd the ant-hill filled up with mud, ete,, a door was then made
from a piece of biscuit tin and kept in place by a stick, A small
Wood fire was kindled under the box ard a small round chimney at
the top carrled the smoke away. Having no baking powder, I found

Eno's Fruilt Salts a nost excellent substitute, I made 7 losves
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and bsked them, they turned out splendidly, the only fault was
that the tin floor of the oven was too thin, so I put in a
Kaffirt's griddle, and that answered fairly well, I have since
put in a false bottom of tin and think it will work well now.
One of Roberts' Horse officers is going into 3ixbarleg early to-

morrow and has offered to post letters for us, so I am taking

hias offer,

MARCH 3rd. We had pretty heavy rain last night, but 1t left off
by 9,30 p.m. The rains hers, fortunately, are not contimuous,
but merely thunderstorms, and so far the sun has come out nex

day and dried up everything, One of the mounted infantry was
shot last evening, he was going to water his horse and was shot
tﬁrough the head and killed, the range must have been over 2,000
yards, for the bullet lodged. The 1lst, Brigade turned out this
morning and shelled some Kopjes which are about 6 miles from
here, but we have not heard the result. Roberts is about 4 miles
from us with a lot of infantry. We are still sitting down here,
and from ocur inaction and also from the fact that the Boers are
being allowed to entrench, it looks as though some Important
negotiations with the Free State were proceeding. We have got
orders to evacuste our sick on Monday, so we may be moving on

n

Tuesday. The troops were on £ rations to-day. A convoy came
from Modder Riwer this evening, but our man with the malls and
stores did not turn up. Carr, the Vet, came to tea and had some

of my btread; he thought it excellent, but as he had not tasted

bread for 3 weeks, perhaps he was not qualliiied to judge.

D




Thurston and Cottell also sampled it, I am golng to make a
. = e

stronger oven to-morrow and bake on Monday

L

MARCH 4th., Ne letter yet, it 1s very sickening, I cannot make
out where our man has gone to, Wle heard that the latest mail was
at Eoberts' Headquarters and would be in our camp about 5 p.m,
but 1t never turned up. I made a ripping oven To-day and fixed 1t
in the ant=heap Baking will be in full swing to-morrow. We

evacuate our sick to-morrow and are supposed to merch on Tuesdav
There are 7,000 Boers entrenched near us and 6 guns, We had 3 me
wounded yesterday by thelr shells. We had a good deal of rain this
morning end the heavens look very black to-night, and the lightning

is very wivid.

MARCH 5th, We had a new experience of cam paigning last night,

We had finlshed supper and the things had been taken away, The
storm got nearer, and Tate, thinking he was doing something to

meke us more secure, went round and loosened the tent ropes.,

hed already loosened them earlier in the day and they were jus

(o

right in case it railned. About 8,30 the storm came and struck the
tent, We sprang to the pole and held on, but the wind caught the
loose tent and drew some of the pegs, The next i1nstant the tent
was over, the table went flying out, and then the rain came down,
the wind was fearful., We rushed for the wagon, but found ti the

L

wind had torn the sail nearly off and it was in ribbons
qulte dangerous to go near it, so we simply turned our backs

the storm and waited. I had put on my waterproof just before the
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‘tent went over so my upper part was dry. After 10 mimates the
wind dropped and we went to see the extent of the damage, Tate

had got hold of the lantern as the tent came down, so we 1lit it,

=

'he lightning was quite vivid encugh to work by. I pulled the
fallen tent over the kit to save it as far as possible and when
there was a 1lull we got the men cut and got the tent up again,
The ground was a swamp so we got two stretchers and spread our
bedding over them, Fortunately my roll of bedding was not un-
packed and escaped wetting., Ny air pillow was found 50 vards
away, my great-coat soaking in the mud, and my camera got wet,

I don't know how much, or whether the films are damaged, so I
shall not chance this roll on any important subjects. We fell
asleep and at 11 o'clock Tate woke me up and said "another storm
was coming on", we went out and looked to sll our pegas. It came ;
on about half an hour later, not much wind, but torrents of rain, |
1

it came through the tent like a sieve 80 I just drew mv bile
| 3 wl Wl [ ]

sheet over me until it ceased.

MARCH 6th. I was lucky in having a dry suit of khaki ser

ge to
get into, and was quite comfortable in my gum boots which had |
escaped wetting. I'm sorry to say the boots are aplit a little

up the front of the instep, high up, but perhaps that won't

matter, We had a splendid hot sun this morning and everything
Was bone dry in 3 or 4 hours. We sent off 40 sick, No mails,

one came in, but our letters had been handed over to Dear at

Modder River Station, This makes 3 mails, I wish our corporal

would arrive with some of them.




Our mails and stores turned up about 3 p.m. The bresd

& great success, especlally the second batch, e got two mails

VwWes

and so there is only one owing to ua., About 5 P.m. &8 rumber of

remounts arrived from Modder River, they came in charge of 2

=

number of Indian Sepoys and grass cutters. Among them were some
- -

of the lst. B.!Co¥. who remembered me distinctly, having served

with us at Saugor. The horses are in excellent condition and
were all sent by different native princes. They are a most
welcome addition to the Cavalry Division. The majority of our

horses are in very poor condition,
g P

MARCH Tth. We got orders sbout 2 p.m. to move to Roberts! camp.

Our mules were out grazing so we did not get away till about 5

Pl

5 1
The ground was very heavy owing to the recent rain and we got to
our camp just as 1t was dark, We had sent on the water cart to

be filled and it arrived before us, so we had not much difficulty

in finding our camp. We put our sick with the ambulances, and

Cottell got rid of them for us into the New South Wales Hospital

il g

We got orders to march at 3 a.,m., so we got to bed as soon as

possible,

MARCH 8th. We were up at 2, and started at 3 a.,m, We did not

.......... 7

get more than half a mile from camp and then found we had to stop

and wailt for daylight. This meant waiting about till 5 a.m.
Then we got under way and found that the cavalry division had
slipped away, and we did not know where they were. We then pot
orders frﬂm Lord Roberts to go on until we met t
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Division and try and find out from them where the cavalry were,
The ground was very soft and hilly, so we were lucky in having the
extra wagon and good mules., After we had gone 4 miles we halted,

had breakfast and watered the mules, then we moved on, and after

4

)
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niles more we got word that we were following a turning movement
of the cavalry which would extend about 30 miles, SO We were
erdered back to a certain ferm which we had passed, and from there
to a camp which we would find between One Tree Hill and Table
Hountain, We got to the farm about 1 o'clock and I and 3 men went
into the garden to look for vegetables. We found nothing but a

few cabbage leaves and some votatoes which were just over the
g J

ground, Not having seen a potato for nearly a month we dug up a
lot of the potato stalks and found some seed potatoes, We brought
these along, but don't know yet how they will eat. In the garden
of this place an infantry soldier was found dead, he had been shot
through the head a week ago, probably from the farmhouse. There
Was a parson travelling with Hasmilton's hospital, so he buried him,
Before we reached here we saw some very pretty shell practice by
cur horse batteries and the big Naval guns; they very soon cleared
the kopjes and the infantry advanced and held them, The cavalry
then tried to get behind the enemy and cut them off. We went on,
and about 4 p.m. (having travelled sbout 18 milea) we found our-
selves only about 3 miles from the camp we left yesterday, mules
and men very tired, and about 8 miles to go still, ﬁc ought never
to have been sent out at all but should have waited and come along

With the bagpage and stores, Our useless F.M.0. managed to do
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nothing for us in the way of finding out what was intended to be
done., Here we heard that the Boers had evacuated all their posi-
tions and were in full retreat, and that our cavalry were trying
to cut them off. Ve went on and soon came to the trenches which
the Boers had been busy over for the last 10 days. They were a
very curious sight and had been evacuated in great haste, One
tent, the only one present, had been left standing and away to
the right were 3 more, I wished to take a photo but it was too
dark, The cconvoy moving with us was a very large one and it was
a wonderful sight to see, Two 4.7 Naval guns each drawn by 34
bullocks and escorted by marines, were in it. Jack has almost
had enough battle fighting I think, he is "fed up" with it as
Tommy says. At dark we were near Roberts! headguarters, but it
was quite hopeless to find the cavalry. I persuaded Tate to pull
off the road and bivouac for the night, The mules were done up
and so were the men., We soon had a fire 1lit and we had a tin of
Machonochie's Army rations heated up in the tin for supper, and
right good it was, also lots of tea, and we soon felt happy apain
in spite of the useless and tiresome Journey we had done, We are
going to get up at 4 and move at 5 and try and find our brigade,
A Scotch soldier has just turned up wrapped in a striped rug
Which he looted. from a farmhouse, he did look comical, He had
been bathing in the river and someone stole his clothes, e
glving him some blankets Tor the night,

MARCH 8th, I had a splendid night's sleep and woke up at 4 a.m
There had been a tremendous dew but I had spread
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all over me, even my head, so was nice and comfortable,
handed the naked man, clothed in a khaki coat which &8 brotrep
Scot -~ one of our mule drivers - gave him, and a hospita

blanket, to the Guard's hoaspital arnd got under weigh at 5

on we saw our Bearep Cuv.:nuilh;ﬁliohfw

(!

Hospital, The cavalry were about 3 miles further on, After g

ey
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-short distance we came across s broken-down country wagon and a
lot of kit in the road., It was the property of a Russian Attaochs

with the Boers. His kit had been rartly looted by our troops

who carried off most of his flour and meal, Then a guard was
mounted to protect him. He spoke much, and Tate talked to him
after a fashion. We gave him a tin of bully beef and some

L LS

biscuit, which rather pleased him, He had hune 8 large Red Cross

a4

b1

Ilag at the back of the wagon, to protect him I suppose. We

i

came Iinto camp and turned out the mules to grass, We waited for

orders to move on, but they didn't come, so we had a quiet day, {
I
The Cavalry had a warm time of it yesterday but not many |

casualties, The 12th lost one officer killed cne wounded named
>

Balley who came out with me, and one man killed, Atherton, the

P
b LBl

2nd in command who also came out with me told me about it,

sald that Bailey's great trouble was, tkhat he wasn't in my

hospital, Irvine's half was about 2 miles from us and
b

WAk ko
gone there. I went and saw nis wound and teld him he would be

well in 10 days, and he seemed very grateful for the information,

Irvine is sick, and TPalmer and e ecivilian are Tunni the show,

They have 30 wounded and about 60 sick

prlal
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for 50, so you can imagine the

Irvine will be well again in a few

long he will be kept on the lines of

always dreaded. There is a son of Sir

was shot in the groln, and I think the

abdomen, I think he will recover in

1 have made myself a little tent out

sheet and will be quite snug under it,

I believe. I heard this evening from a

was going to see the Headquarter people

taken), that Kruger was here yesterday,

was an interview between

wordy wer,

Iransvaalers and gone away in different

great light to get water this evening

(o

fortunately I was on the sapot and man

The bulk of the Infantry

great-coats with them, so you

sleeping on the bare ground

waterproof sheet. My little tent was a

Was not much dew last night,.

2 ] 3 1 +

aays,

of

Steyn and Kruge

and that the Free Staters had separ

from a certain well,

xd to
who came up last night hadn't
can lmagine

in khaki drill,

state of things. I think

=]

but one doesn't know how
communication, a thing he
Claude de Crespigny, who

bullet lodged in the

spite of the Army Doctor

the large waterproof

Ve move early to-morrow
Boer farmer's wife (who
about scme sheep we had
Heport says that
r, and that there was a
ated from the

directions, There was a

but
get ours filled,
even their
1like

what they felt

without & blanitet op

mn 1 =13 s ey 4. +
L.:r"':ﬁ-_v Success ou Lhere

9th. We were up at 5 o'clock, but at 7 o!clock we got wor

that we were not to march to-day. We got the two wagons drawn
close together and spresd a tarpaulin between, so that we had
grend shade. Our letters have gone on to Abraham's Krasl, 12
miles from here, to the first valry Brigade. The Division has
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been formed into three Brigades, and we are now in the third.

We may of course become the 1lst, again, so there 1s no use in

altering the address., The Cavalry Division will always be more

or less together. We expect to march on to Bloemfontein to-

morrow and be there on Monday.,

We shall go in three columns.

We shall get ocur mails there most likely. I hear that we have

another convoy of 25 wagons captured,

10th, We left at 5 p.m. for Petrusburg, The road was left, and

right across the veldt,

& beautiful cool day. We met

The going was pretiyw heaw but it was
£ 1I‘-:I\_, - W Jr.:!

with no opposition and arrived

about o'clock, It was rather a pretty little village, lying

ot =

in a hollow. Our troops were not allowed in the town and sentries

were posted over all the stores to prevent looting I went dowr

+ F ST |
in the afternoon an 58

had a house and several marquees. It was in charge of two Officer:

Ecer Ambulance which was there, Thev

of the Dutch East Indian Army.
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M-

ihere were several women mirses

there, and 8 wounded, These were mostly from the reinforcements

which came to Colesburg to

elie

our people ten days ago near his

had his thigh amputated.

He

we
wWasn

and I had a long chat with him,

surprised the morninz thevw

gt
LT

ve Cronje, and who were routed by
laager, One youth aged 18 had
sitting outside in &n arm chair
He said that they were greatly

ole up and found that we had a gun

on Coleskop, but said that although it made them shift their

laager, they didn't have m

) %

y casualties from it., There was g

LN

Scobtsman who had been through all the battles up to and including
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laggersfontein, and who was shot through the brain about 10 days
ago, His wife was with him and he was doing well, All accouni
agree &8s to the little damage our shell fire does. What Impressed
me most was the Acetylene plant and lamps all over the house and
marquees, Very simple and excellent. Most of their appliances
were from the French Red Cross Societies,. I got a cake of
Transvaal scap and an Identification card as souvenirs, Coming
back I managed to get 8 packets of Baking Powder: I hope it will
turn out well, I also got our water cart full of clean water
from an excellent well., I heard that there is a large force to
oppose the lst. Brigade under French L‘-Il.’f.-]:“,-{'-: road parallel to the
Modder River. We march about 10 miles from here to-morrow end on
Wiednesday, if all goes well, we are to reach a place about 12
miles south of Eloemfontein, on the Railway, French will
probably meke for a place about the same distence north of
13].00:?':i'oﬁtej_n, and the 5rd column with Roberts will probably go

stralght on to Bloemfontein, I think the idea is to capture the

rolling stock which will certainly be sent away from the capital

before we reach it,

ilth., We marched at 5 o'clock again and arrived at our next
camp, Driekop, about 12 o'clock, It was a beautiful day, nice and
gets cooler every day and I think the very hot weather

is over. I had to walk about half the Journey as my horse is very

sick, Then I got one belonging to one of the Ceylon li, Infantry

Who had to ride on our wagon. I don't know what is going to

e,
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happen to my horse, he has a temperature of 1035 and won't even
eat grass to-day, I am afraid he is going to die., I have had
very bad luck with my ponies up to the present, At this camp
there is only a farm house or two. The principal one had & flag
of truce up and the owner and his wife and famlly were present,
He had collected 21l his horses and sheep and cattle in his
kraals. He told me he gets £80 to £100 for a pair of his horses.
I think it 1s highly probable he has been fighting againat us
and now comes in to his farm and is ready to sell his stuff,.
Jn a way I think Roberts! proclamation at the beginning was a
mistake, This chap will probably shelter himself behind It
Several Springbok were put up on the march and one was hunted
among the wagons and was captured by a Kaffir. I made two
splendid batches of bread after we came in with the baking-
powder I got yesterday. It has turned out very well, The last
was made nearly a week ago and was good to the end., We don't

1 know whether we are going on to-morrow or not. There is no
forage for the horses so we may have to wait for it. We heard

that French's column had a fight yesterday, also that 15,000

are to oppose us near Bloemfontein,

d2th. We got orders last night that there would be no move to-

morrovi, so I undressed and had a good night's sleep. We wers
getting our breakfasts about 8-350 and got orders that we were
move on to a place =25 miles away., I believe that the orders
were lasued falsely on purpose, My horse was better, but quite

v -
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unf'it to rlde. Fortunately Thompson had a charger who had

a bDad

cough and couldn't be taken out of a walle, He was zlad to let

il

me ride 1t so0 I m

Co get along very well., I was afraid

that I shouldn't be able to get my horse along as he wouldn't
eat more than a handful of bran before we started, but we

managed to get along all right and he came in fairly fit in the

end., We got away about 10-30, We had some sick to bring along

i -

80 got a Buck wagon, This enabled us to put most of our men up,
and it was well so, for we had a very tiring day. We halted 8

miles away and stayed for an hour. Then we got along and reached
this camp (Venter Vlei I think they call it), about 8 p.m.

1 hear that Roberts' and French's columns are here and that the
former had a big fight last Saturday in which we had 400 casualties
and counted 120 dead Boers, We are all to move at 5 a.n, Lto=

4
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morrcw in the direction of Bloemfontein. We are now only

miles from the Railwavy,

o

13th, Vie are in Bloemfontein., We had rather a troubled night.
We had the camp arranged and supper over by 10 p.m then went and

lay down, About 1 o'clock the Guards Brigade bepan to arrive,

) L

M-

Ihey had been on the march since 2 p.m. and had then done about

24 to 28

We were rather too close to the cart track and
although there was a good moon, a buck wagon got out of hand and

came sbral

a row of our men who were sleeping near,
Fortunately Tate was outside and managed to turn the Males off
before damage was done, About 3 a.m. some of the Ox transport
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began to roll in, with any amount of nolse. Ve were up at

=50
80 you can imagine that one didn't get much sleep. We got off
y 7=15 a.m. and it was very slow for the first 3 miles owing to

an awkward drift which had to be crossed. After this we got the

wagons three abreast and got on quicker., I took a photo of

oL Tne

Essex Regt. M.I. They came from Burma and are all mounted on
Burma ponies, none over 12 hands and most under, I got

Thompson's charger alongside, held by one of our men, It cught

to make a very pretty picture., Then I took one of a poor

horse
which had been abandoned and was standing just off the road,
|

locking very helpless and mise rable, CQur wagon flying the Red

Cross will be in the background, Poor brutes, it has been ons

of the most heart-rending sights of the campaign the way the
horses have suffered, We had a good halt for 2 hours at 12

=]

o'clock, and had breakfast. At 4 o'clock we struck the Railway

line and heard that our troops were in Bloemfontein., We pushed

A o3 LN
i

on the other 4 miles, but while waiting for orderas I went and

i

had a shot at some buck with a carbine, but missed, A little
3

farther on we came across Irvine's half and - be

L]

t of all = they
had our missing maill, Ve got it, and I sat on a wa ron and read
my voluminous correspondence. Irvine was lying in an Ambulance
and says he is very il1l, We reached Bloemfontein about 6 D.m
ng into the fort to the tune of the

British Grenadlers. We went on ripght through the town whi

very deserted, It is a flne town and very pretty, a very steep

ey v




hill leading down into it,

Britlsh subjects are very «lad to ses

us, We

other end of the town and found ourp

)
et

culty. The Cavalry and Mounted Infantry sur
camps. 1t came on to rain just as we got

tents pitched and made curselves comfortable,

here for at least a fortnight,

SIOW

L}

eel to-night at their capital being taken,

thing like it if London were occupied,

15th, The rain ceased about 10 and T

Dam,

sleep, undressed and in pyjar Didn't
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and 50 Cavalry are goling on to a Springfield, neapr
Norvals Pont. There are about 1,500 Boers there in a strong

position, and we hope they will bolt when our troops get behir

them, and so leave the whole of the line clear, I took a rhoto

&

of them in their open trucks, T heard that if our troops had gone

north about 48 hours earlier they would have prevented 15 trains

of 5l carriages etc, each escaping and we should have captured a
i - =3 ] a
lot of food and probably guns. I went to a store and bought aome

dusters, Cocoa, Scap and Baking Powder, That is all we want at

present, T hear that Palmer is buying from £10 to £20 of stores,

[ p

He is guilte welcome to do 80, but ocur half won't g0 shares, We
are on our own hook now, Aftep deducting the £4 we got from our
paying guests the messing up to date comes to 24 a head, That is
since November 16th, and I think we have done curselves well, That

leaves us still a lot of stores to go on with, I then went on to

the Fort: a rotten place which could be knocked to piecezs in an
T b

hour with a couple of guns, I tock a photo of our flag flying,
the one we lent them, also of some prisoners who were just being
marched out of the Fort, There was a large model of the fort in

one of the rooms, so I had it talken outside and photographed it,

et one

s

I got a shell which had been left behind and will Probably

(L8

of the coats of arms which are fixed to some of the walls., At any

rate the groom of the Col, of the Guards is going to try 1 zht

= Li o b (e lll_:-:.,:..v
to get it, when it pets dark. Then I went on Lo see Atkinson, but
he wasn't at home,

T alai =T =hi T TS SRy E N 3 .
1 shall see him to-morrow probably, The

8tores are all belng Lought up by all the differec Regiments and
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"in the past, Lord Roberts is confident that in t

conclusion,"

I saw Ingram in the street to-day, he didn't recognise me

and I didn't care to speak to him, We cot fres)
F 5 L

o [T S
112 Iuture

to show the same resolution anpd

2, and to lown their lives 1

Ve men hawy O 1”}, in ord
the War in South J be brought

h bread to-day

and very good it was, There are splendid mills in the town,

working bard, and I think there are ample supplies also, Ve

have, I believe, cut our communications with Kimberley

River stations,

18th. A mail leaves to-night and goes via Kimberlevw

“uf 3
appeara they are still sending convoys in that directi

-

this will not fall into the enemy'!'s hands, D

o
o
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and Modder

go it

with the rest of our kit and stores. I wired to Irvine to-daw

that he is at Xlip Drift, Palmer was over Just now, an¢

T is perfectly helpless, too helpless to ask for
when he wants it, so you can imagine what help he has

the last 10 days in rumning the hospital. I hear that
got down the line for 180 miles so that must be to Nor
I had the luck to buy 12 1bs of beautiful fresh butter
noon for 1/9 a 1b, I don't suppose we shall get it g
8gain, Prices are gradually going up., Palmer bought

Soap at 1/6 a box, I paid 2/- yesterday, and Tate 2/g
The weather is delightful and we have a splendid campi

81l turf and no dust., Tate has been to town all day,

Bucceed in getting the coat of arms. There was a fulj

given in
the Guards

vals Pont,
this after-

FRLY ey o
that price

cunlight

CO=0a7y,

ng ground,

I didn't

moon Jlast




night and 1t was too light. T muat try and get one beflore we

\ go. All srms are to be glven in by to-morrow, There ought to
be a good many new Mausers among them and I nmat try and get a
gcouple, though it was impossible at Cronje's laager,

17th, I went Into town to-day. Went to the Govermment Bullding

and saw lots of Free Staters brir their arma, I think all

rifles will be returned later on, and also shot guns,

I think I shall be able to get some iausers later on, at one
pound each, I saw a presentation gun and rifle, given by the

Mauser Company, to the German Commandant of the Free State

Artillery, Albrecht, It was a double 16 bore gun with a single

L=

e p———

Mauser barrel underneath, beautifully engraved, and a lovely
weapon, I had a long talk with an English Railway official; he
&

is going to try and get me one of the flags that were made at the

o

r——  f—

beginning of the war for the combined forces, also a rifle,
\ says this is & beautiful climate. I should like to be stationed
( here awfully. The prices of supplies have been fixed. A wagon
of vegetables came in to-day and was surrounded by eager Tammies,
buying up like anythling. I hear that the line is clear, that our
mail went down last night and another will go to-night. The
Guarda' Ambulances and Field Hospital came back, The Guards
remain. They are golng te use the foundations of the old
temporary bridge, and the cuttinpga at Norvals Pont, ond expect

trains up in about a week, Mails will be transhipped at the

ek,

river,




The Free Staters have scattered, A number sent in to=-day for
a copy of Roberts' second proclamation, and saying that Steyn had
called for a conference, but they wouldn't #0. They want to give

up their arms. I went on and saw Atkinson and had lunch with h

Then 1 took two photographs of his wagon and am going to get the

"King" to send copies to his girl in his name. I think it very
likely that the "King" will print one of them. Irvine has gone
cn the aick 1ist, I tried to get subjects to fill up a second

5, but couldn't get enough, It is very cloudy and

Bth. I went to &

1¢ Cathedral this morning, there was a large
surpliced choir and a very fair organ, but the music wasn't up

to much. The majority of the congregation consisted of Officers
and young girls., The service was just the same as at home, The
National Anthem was sung at the end. The people here seem to have
quite accepted British rule, Roberts was there and stayed for {
communion. On the whole it was a very historic service and I was
glad to have been there, A flying column went out this morning
for 5 days, under French, to cut off a commando and Lo do some
blll-posting and to recelve arma, They had to collect horsesa from
several units so as to get sufrficient to horse the guns and mount

the cavalry, The "Friend" paper is being edited by all the war

8 here, ncluding Kipling, I am going to get a copy
daily will send them to you, Take great care of them and don't

lat: +hem ek 4+ 2 . o] = :
18t them get torn or creased, they will be rather wvaluable later




on I think., From the amount of talent here the articles are be
to be very good, We had heavy rain about 8 o'elock but we are

quite smug in our tent.

x

19th, We had a good deal of rain here all day; I went into town
sbout 4 o'clock and bought some 0,F,S, stamps. These have been
stamped with V.R.I. and are being bought up quickly. They will

only sell 1/s worth of each kind. They ought to be valuable by-

and-by. I bought 3/- worth., Then I hung about till the paper
came out at 6 o'clock. It ‘seems a funny time for the Dally FPaper

to be issued, but it gets over-night work, If published in the
morning the compositors and printers would have to work at night

and so have to be paild double wages, It poured all the way home

and the mud was awful, The appreaches to this town are too bad
for words, and the streets are not much better.
20th. It rained hard nearly all night; we were snmug enough, but

one couldn't help thinking of the poor men who were without tents
However, most have got cute by this time and make all sorts of
shelters for themselves. I had fastened a tarpaulin over my
horse and he was nothing the worse for the rain, This morning

hot sun has put all to rights again.

elst, It has been & beautiful day, but 1t has got distinctly
colder, I took two photos this morning of the men kiiling cattle

for food., MNot a very nice subject perhaps, but it shows how it
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the whole camping ground was very nasty and muddy, but a few hours'




done, Got our second meil in the afternoon. I went inko town
in the evening and got a very nice coat of arms which came off =2

=

Free State carriage. I think it is well worth bringing home,

some curious things from the native quarter.

at

The prices of the various tinned stuffs has been fixed by the

0.C. of the town and people are under penalties if they refuse

to sell at the price. I hear that the first goods train will
come through from Naauwpoort to-morrow, Ve are also sending out
to repair a big bridge which was blown up 12 miles from hers,
over the Modder River, I heard to=day that 2,000 rifles had been
handed in here already. There 1is a persistent rumour here that

Buller is within 40 miles of Fretoria, I the Transvaal chucl,

we may not get further than this plsace,.

(3

eend ., I rode into town this morning on my pony, who seems to be

p again, I met Dr Krause, whom I met on the road to

P

-

Kimberley. He used to be the Civil Surgeon of this place but for
some reason or other they have given him the saclk and put ancther
man in his plece, He is very sick about it because they have
advertised it in-the local papers: "his service being no lenser
required", He says he doesn't know why he rot chucked. He told
me that he had heard last night that French had met with a serious
reverse, but we haven't Jmm'a.l anything about it ao far., I also
heard that Buller was In Johannesburg, but this 1= not confirmed

either, We have besn here a fortnight and are likely to remalin

ad




for another. They have taken up the Grey College
and some barracks as well. They &are very

'..'\'l

mimber of carts from Driefontein,

warons an

wounded, belng hospital., We manage

L 4 2 - = o
o0 patients
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ery full, Donovan vas

. 3 My s [} o
1red 1n che hing

them and especially with the hip

emputation has been done near here, and

end that is all, He thinks we shall be

weeks,

23rd. round and
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and found how the sick we had were to be disposed of. Ve got

them off about 9 o'clock and it began to pour with rain. 1t kept
up off and on till about 11 o'eloeck. In the intervals we packed

our wagons and then started. The tents were soaked and the ground

was eawful. A Cavalry Brigade with puns had passed over the track

so you can imagine what the mud was like, My gum boots and
waterproof came in very useful., Vhen we struck the line we had

4

to march parallel to it, so we put

the men to march along the
traclk, which was sandy. Only for this we should not have been
able to get along., About 2 o'clock we halted and fed, Then we
pushed aleng, the track having dried, About 5,50 p.m. We came
to an awful drift. There were about 20 wagoens in front of us

so it was obvious we should be hours in erossing. The

Flham aont a1 1e] =
the other carts couldn't pull

cases to put in extra ones, and then .':‘r“.c flogglng was awful to
get them up, Our turn came about 7 p.m. our first cart stuck,
we broke & couple of swingletrees and 2 pairs of mules bolted off
into the darkness. They were caught and brought back in about a
quarter of an hour. We had another try and this didn't succeed
either, so we had to unhitch the other team except the wheelers,
and put them on, We hitched the extra ones to the front bar,
menageable, The usual way is to hitch them on in a long tean,
and this makes them very hard to manage, Ve got the wagons over
by & o'clock and started for camp, & miles off, Ve had to
our way with a lantern and follow the cart trackas, VWa had sent

-~ 145, =
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our water cart with the cook and their traps on ahead, so knew
that there would be a fire and hot water when we got in. We
got in about ©-30, had some food and went to sleep in the open,
We are to march at 6-30 to-morrow, but I don't think it is far.
We hear that 4 Guards Officers went out here a couple of days

Fal

ago, unarmed, to look for cattle:; all four were shot and one

hag died.

25th, The story about the Cuards Officers is somewhat as
follows:- A mounted infantry man end 2 Army Service Corps
officers went out to see i1f they could get hold of some forage.
They saw 7 Boers and thought they would take them prisoners,

They were only armed with revolvers, except one man, They pur-
sued, and the Zarps fled to a stone-walled cattle kraal, Then
they slipped off their horses and each man picked out his wietim,
The Guards Adjt. was shot through the head. One of the Colonels
will probably lose an arm, and the other man is shot Lhrough the

A

body somewhere, and may die, These are the men who will be lead-
ing Divisions in a few years. They ought to be courtmartialled
for strolling about the country like this,

We got all packed and ready to start at 8-30 a,m,, then
Cottell got hold of a yarn that we couldn't go as the river was

up. He gave orders to outspan his mulcs and sent hi horses to
graze, Tate wasn't satisfied, so we sat tight while he went and
saw about it, He found that we were to £0 to another drift

about & miles up and cross there, so we had the laupgh at the

Bearer Coy.




We managed to get off before the baggage wagons of the Il

LESS
Lancers, and got to the drift first, Our wagons went up in
great style though 1t was rather a bad drift, We had then to
her bank of the river for 5 mliles.

retrace our steps along the o

We have a very pretty camp at a place called Glen. The bridge

[

that was blown up by the Boers is rather a large one, We soon
made ourselves comfortable but didn't get dinner till 3-30 p.m.
About 6-30 p.m. one of the 16th Lancers came and sald that one

- 5

squadron of theirs, and one of the 9th, had been cut up, sbout
16 miles from here, and one Officer shot through the head. Two
weak squadronsa had been cordered to go out to Brandfort, 20 miles
up the line, and cccupy it. The whole rumber wasn't more than
100, owing to the few horses left, and they had no guns. They
met several who told them that the enemy were in force ahesd,
but on they went. The Boers were at chapel when they heard that
cur men were coming, but they turned out and poured bullets into
them. Our men bolted back and narrowly escaped being captured.
There are about 12 wounded to be brought in, The 0fficer and one
man ceme in. The former has just come ocul of Ladysmith and has
had a narrow escape. Bullet did not pass through the skull, but
under the scalp, He will do all right; the man is shot through

the arm, also slight.

26th, The bridge has been blown up in a very sclentific manner

The enemy appear to have learnt to do 1t properly by this time,
Norvals Pont is an absolute ruin., They put a heavy charge of




Dynamite on the central pier, and another charpge in the middle
of the 2nd central pgirders, These two girders had been lifted
off and one end each rests in the river bed. They are also
damaged at the centre. The masonry of the piler is shattered
right down to the bed, I hear that they have blown up 21l the

bridges from here to Kronstad, We are making use of the diver-

1

sion which was used in the construction of this bridge and expect
to get the line opened in 10 days. We got the rest of the wournde
in to-day, only 4 cases and all slight, They kept up with the
others until 10 miles from here and then had to give up and got
into a farm-house. Two orderlies who were wearling Red Cross
badges were with them, and three of thelr comrades foolilshly
stopped behind with them, Quitg unnecessarily. The Boers shelled

the house for an hour and they had a very hot time of it. Then
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they managed to send word that they surrendered, They let all the

wounded and the two orderlies £0, but took the others prisoners,
We are now the most advanced force with the army. Ve can't do
mich, for the whole Cavalry Brigade can only muster 200 horses
it for work, instead of 1,000, ‘We can only patrol round sbout
here, We expect our English mail to-morrow, and are evacuating

all our wounded to Bloemfontein,

2T7th. We didn't get our mall, and we didn't pet rid of our sick

It has been a beastly hot and thundery day, very sticky., I went
down to the river in the evening and saw that great propress
Deen made with the bridge. I struck the river about a mile below

R




and walked up. It was very wild and pretty. I saw two floeks of

wild birds which looked like Gulnea Fowl, There

this morning that a large force of Boers were mar
2B8th. The Cavalrjy le reinforced by another which had

arrived this evening 1s to move out at 5 o'clock to-morrow,

leaving the baggage and us here. They may return, but I think
they are going to post Infantry on scme of the Kop:
very likely will not return, but we shall move farther on. I
hope our mail arrives to-morrow, for the mail does not close
until the afterncon. I got the loan of a roll of films

liajor Atherton this evening, so my position is much stronger

now if we see anything to photograph. Cottell heard from his

wife that I was makl

g a lot of money out of my photography:

I wish I were., There are a lot of the Joharmmesbur

£

here, hanging those who have given up thesir arms.

29th, There was a big advance this morning. We had the P.NM.O0,
of the 6th Divislon, Col.Gormley, to breakfast this morning and

did him well, Our other half has just come up. We think that

the 5rd Brigade will be abolished, owing to the few horses being

available, and two Brigades formed again., In that case our
alves 11 join again, Palmer says that Irvine is still seedy

(v

and on the sick list, and probably won't be fit for another two
weeks., I think myself that he will go down; I wish he would,

1

and then we should know where we are, The weather 1s

magnificent, We shall prcbably move forward, There wus a rood

Lkt

jles here, and

Police about




deal of firing to-day in the direction in which the troops went,
Our Brigade came back about 7-30 p.m. and we got word that we

were to go back to Bloemfontein to-morrow, The Cavalry per-
formed a very successful flankins movement and made the Boers
clear out of a range of hills where theyvy were entrenching them-
selves, about 13 miles from here. We have oceupied the place
with Infantry, and all the Cavalry are to return to Bloemfontein
to-morrow to refit. Meanwhile the enemy will not be able to
come south of our new position. Our casualties I hear were very

few and the operations were most successful,

30th. We got off about 3-30 a,m., but couldn't get across ti

13
first drift until 10 o'clock. Then we went along gaily and
reached camp at Bloemfontein about 3 o'elock. We pitched exactly
on our old ground, it had been exposed to the rain and sun for a
week, so was nice and sweet., Just before we left we had a note
from the P.M,0., 6th Infantry Division, asking us to send as
mich surgical dressings as we could spare. I heard that the
Infantry had lost about 100 wounded and a mumber of killed; had
to charge some kopjes and turn the enemy out. We shall probably
see the account in thils evening's papers. It has been a charmin
day. Our sick came in by train, but they have not yet arrived

Irom the station, lrs Henderson has married Mitchell, and

Grey Jones has died of enteric,

MARCH 31st, Vie had made ourselves comfortable and fullv exnechk-
ed to stay here a fortnignt, About 10 a,m, we heard the battery
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and ecavalry near us get orders to turn out at once. A little
later we heard that ambulances were coming for our sick and

that we were to join our brigade about 20 miles off, There were

at the same time rumours of a disaster to our arms and a loss of

1

guns, Vie waited for the ambulances but they never came, At

%2 p.m. Tate went to look for them and found them wandering
about looking for our camp. He brought them along and we loaded
our sick up and sent them to the other half of Hamilton's

hospital, 'hen we struck and packed our hospital and were away

in 40 mimtes, It got dark just as we left Bloemfontein and we
came up with the 9th Lancer baggaze wagona, As we went along we
met wounded, ete,, coming back from the fight this morning. The
first man said that there had been terrible slaughter, 11 runs
taken, etc., etc. Later on we met the remains of "A" Battery
coming back. They told us that Hroudﬁued‘s Bripade had been

retreating for a couple of days and that their battery had walked

straignt in to an ambush, The guns were @scorted by mounted
infantry, but they had no scouts out, and when crossing a rmllah
the Boers jumped out and collared the horses., He said that they
took the driveprs! revolvers from them dismounted, and shot them
all except 6, This was corroborated by several afterwards whom
we met., I saw one driver Who slipped away and warned the major
of the battery who was following, enabline him to save £ puns and
open flre on the eneny, We heard that the medical officer with
the bst?nrp had been killed, also that the hospital (Hamilton's
half) was captured and that a mumber of wounded had been killed,
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Altogether we heard very bad accounts, ILater on we heard thet
the pguns and nearly 500 wagons had been recaptured by the reine

forcements we sent out this morning. We are now encamped on the

cn

veldt near Springfield about 9 miles out and move off at

to-morrow,

APRIL lst, We were up at 4 a.m. and got off at 5 o'clock,
About e mile further on we met our other half with a rmber of
cavalry soldiers. They had ocur parcels, and I got the sleeping
bag etec. We went on about 4 milea and then found the rest of the
cavalry dlvislion. We outspammed and waited for orders. At this
place we found 27 wounded in a farm house with a clvil surgeon.

The M.0. the battery had only been with them

oy SR T P A 3 e ST o
Icr a orn Va8 1Nl cnarge nhad a r»ow with sonme of

the officers and got himself transferred to a Field hospital on
4% xl_,.- e L T e e i Tr s TR R i == S
Lhe plea Ol not Deing able to ride, He wanted me to exchange

places, but I did not care about it. Then Donovan vosted a young

fellow named Irvine from Hamilton's hospital, FKe, I was told by
one of the battery who was captured, behaved very bravely. This

man sald that he had carried 4 men, from under fire (or dressed

them, I should think most likely) and was going to a fourth when
he was shot t_hr'Gug.zh the neck and killed, About 12 of'clock we got

orders to move to Waterfall Drift on the ilodder Eiver and here 1

We

are, Ihe pguns are commanding the Drift, horses nding saddled,

and likewlise the cavalry. A blg sction is expected to-morrow at

the reservolr which is near here. The enemy are holding it in




force, but they may clear out to-night, We may stop here to hold

the drift, or else joln the rest at the pumpine station.

APRIL 2nd, We can't hear what happened exactly the day before
Yesterday, whether the guns etc, have been recaptured or not,
Hamilton's hospital and North's bearer coy. got taken prisoners,
The force was retreating pursued by a large force of Boers, LDuring
the night about 400 of them crept up a rmllah between our outpests
and the maln body. It was a plucky thing for them to do, and we
marched into the trap. When on the road here to-day we pgot a
meassage from North that he wﬁﬂ at a place called Kllp Kraal with
89 wounded including 9 officers, asking for more ambulances, We
know now of 120 or 130 wounded, but the casualties must have been
much higher, I wish they would come out into the open and glve

us & chance of a big battle. As things are golng at present we

shan't finish the business for months,

APRIL 3rd., We had fixed ourselves up for the night when lots of
cavalry and artlllery came into camp from outposts, They hadn't
the smallest notion where their units were, and as usual came

for the first camp fire they saw, We had a busy time for a bit

trying to put them on the right track. About ¢ o'clock we heard

the plcketing pegs being driven home, a sign that we should

nrobably Pave a ounded 9 kg Ty md 4 %ams 7 el e . = P i [y
probably nave a quilet night, Just taen, Lord George Scott (a Cept.

of the 10th Hussars) came to us, he was absolutely done up, had not

4
')

had any food for about 2 days, lost all his kit in the wapon which

was captured in the last firht, We fixed him up on a stretcher

&

end fed him; he went to sleep and slept like a log., Vie have heod

L
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him with us all day and he is very grateful for what we have done

for him, It came on to rain heavilv sbout 6 o'clock, but I had

got up at 4 to look et the weather and Iinding clouds rolling up
woke up & few men and made all smug. Our shelter was a great
success, We expected a big battle to-day to recapture the pumping
station, but it didn't come off. Near this place they have built
a dem across the river, this acts as a settling terk and deposits

& lot of the lModder mud, from this it is passed through filter beds
and then pumped 5 miles to a higher kopje called Roseman's Kop,
from here it runs in pipes to Bloemfontein, about 15 miles. The
Boers are holding the place and have cut off the supply. The
walls are, however, very good, and there are several springs in
Bloemfontein so it doesn't maich matter, At 2 p.,m., the whole force
was ordered back to Bosman's Kop, no fighting having occurred,
Rumour has it that the enemy who are here in great force are going
to try and capture Bloemfont in. I expect Roberts would 1like them
to try, We are all falling back there to-morrow. The line is
across the river at Norval's Pont and remocunts ére being marched

.n..._‘._.’..

up, I hope the Boers won't capture any of them,

We started at 6 o'cloeck and got to our old camping ground at

Bloemfontein by 12 o'clock, The pla

nas qulte a different lock

=]

o

ce
now, thousands of tents have come up and enormous quantities of

stores are being stacked near the rallway. A field bakers is beling
built and the sight is a marvellous one near the supply depot,
must take some photos of it to send home, We soon had tents pitched,
b?eukfast, a bath and a change of clothes, I feel quite fresh and
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clean now, not hav

hing

&

he

goss, it res
atores, Donovan t

.
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Irvine would come

does not. The Na

the kopjes which s
the Boers had adva
may have the effec
belleve that we ar
The Erigade Major
have to move
Roberts he wo
find that r

been

again to-m

mour is

shot turned out
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ing had a bath for about a week, got al

done In case we are ordered on agalin, X

I expect he is so comfortable that he doesn't

is a very nice fellow but we shall be glac 1en
another to cater for and to eat some of ocur

old Tate this morning that he did not thinl
back, he has gone down to Wynberg, I hope he

vals h
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ave mounted 8 of wvarious es

ey

urround this place. I heard this evening

neced occuplied Bushman's Kop. Our retiring

]
Al

t of drawing them near this place and make them

e afrald of them and so bring matters to a head,

seemed to think it quite possible that we mey
CTIow, I hope not It 1s rumoured that
n't move until he gets 80,000 men here, but we

i

g a liar, The gunners who were

supposed to

to be 5 native drivers whom the Boers

recognlsed as having deserted from them at Magersfontein, but why
they thought they had a right to shoot them one doesn't know., They
were not enlisted soldiers and so could not be gullty of desertion.
APRIL 4th, We have spent a peaceful day here, The water had to
be carefully used and none is allowed fer was shing except what is
teken from dams, Horses and mules walk in every hour of the day

to drink, the result is i f@=-aoup, washing will therefore not be
mich indulged in for the present. Lumsden's Horse came in last
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night, their horses are very fit and will greatly strengthen our
position. The 8th Hussars also sent = sguadron to our brigade

L g

The sguadron is quite a

i

strong as most of the Cavalry regiments
and the horses are very fit. The 9th brigade was sent back again
to where we came from ye sterday. Our other half had to re =bur
yesterday just after they had come in, Our mails are with them,
They are sti1ll with the first Cavalry Brigade and we are with ‘.|.'.'.’.‘-L-':
third, One doesn't like having the address changed to the 3rd
Brigade because we may go back again to the first, There is a
rumour here to-night that French has been ighting 30 or 40 miles
from here, also that 500 Boers without guns came down towards the

line to cut i1t, and that we have surrcunded them with two regiments

and two batteries, also that 20 prisoners were taken from them to-

:
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day. I took & or 4 photos to-Cay In the supply depot but find it

very hard now to get suitable things to take, Irvine has had a
relapse of his Rheumatism and is to go down in the firet hospital

train which comes by. Tate commands the hospital, I remain with

o

him and Copeland with Palmer. Dear is supposed to be suffering

]
from Enteric.at De Aar and 1s in the Enteric ward there, I don't
Suppose either of them will come back to us again, Tate went to
the Ordnance Stores and got Boots, Socks and Shirts for the men to-
day, No orders had been glven for their issue, but his brother is

ETR T TR L1 PR . TR Ry AT SR Ut TR : —— B 5 =% & M R
¢ the war Cffdce and whenever he wants anything of that nature he

8imply trots out his big brother, and that does the tricik The
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tuards were being equipped first, T hear to-day that it waa 500 of

our men who had heen surrounded and not the Boers, so you can guilt




see how reports get spread about., WNo local war news is published
in the paper here, so we know much less of what is pgoing on than

you do.

oth. Tate met Whelan this morning, He was ocut with the M, I,
when the guns were lost, He was under a heavy fire, lost all his

kit, and was a prisoner for 24 hours. He wants to come to a

comparatively safe place, and - for choice - to us,

Bth. Rumour has it that Gatacre has lost 500 liounted Infantry.
Poor chap; I'm afraid it will shatter his reputation, We have
given the Boers a knock at Boshof, and killed an important
foreigner with them., It is piling up for rain., I could only
take 2 photos to-day but am sending the 10 exposures by this mail,

Irvine goes down by the hospital train to-morrow,.

Jth. Ve are getting full of sick, and sent out to ocur other half
and got back our operating tent. Had it pitched and put most of
the bad cases in it, Several have Enteric and some are suspicious,.
Hope to get rid of some to-morrow. Thurston is going to Norvals
Pont to-morrow to bring up the rest of our kit and tents, The

batteries with our brigade got all the remounts it requires to-
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day. They were marched up from Naauwpoort, Ferhaps we shan't be
here so long after all, It takes 1l trains a day to bring up the

food and forage which alone is required for one day, so you can
imegine what an amount of food 1is required by an armv in the field,

The rains are now practically cover and the pras
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up. There will soon be no grazing at all and that will mean
more hay, I think I like the photos better the more I look at
them., They are really very good except the laughing one,which

i8 & smudge. The "exican' has gone down just outside Cape Town
and only 100 bags of mails were saved., I haven't any photos on
her, but unless my letter is in the bags saved, you will be short
of one. I find the air pillow a great comfort. Up to last week
I have been able to get a stretcher, but now all are talken by the
bad cases., I half inflate the pillow and put 1t under the
mattress, where my hip comes, The result is very good, We
shall have our beds for a bit when Thurston brings them up, but

shall have to leave them when we move on ggain,

AFRIL Bth, Palm Sunday., Went to thr

{0

Cathedpas ] .
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singing very bad, 17th Lancers came up to-day from Horvals Pont,

horses look very fit., Ve got our newspapers to-day, We have

hard work now getting through one lot of papers before the next
lot comes in, I heard to-day that the Cape Mails were those
among the saved because they were on the top - I hope so, for

there won't be a break in the diary,

APRIL 9th, All the malls were saved except a bag of newspapers,

97 in hospital tec-day. Can't get rid of our Enterics, Deaths
every day in some of the hospitals. We have managed to get pood

1

water all the way alonz and none of in elther half have

our men
been 111 so far, I think that much of the Interie micht have
been prevented if more care had been taken and more water carts
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issued to units. The 17th Lancers have been put in the

Brigade. I wish we were moving ahead,

- P

AFRIL 10th, More Enterics. There are 2000 cases of

ard

Bloemfontein and ocut of that mumber probably 500 are Enberics,

The Guards alone have 200 cases, We can't get

I borrowed 6 stretchers to-day and now have 10

rid of any of ours,

on stretchers,

fairly comfortable, A box of pyjamas came this evening from

some Hed Cross people and they have come in ver

I saw another hospitesl train go off this afternoon,

L=

ut to the slege train camp and found Debrett t

4 of the 6 in howitzers which throw lyddite,
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31t up a
that we are to move on the 20th inst,, but one

me that it 1s quite impossible to move until 2

at least have been accumulated here, Debrett! s

alone take 500 oxen to pull, so you can imagine

port of an army looks like in motion. The Engineers

T ugeful

here, he

of the A

months!

i

then I went

y . I |
sSupplies

guns and wagons

what the trans-

have got up

2% miles of pipes in sections which they are going to lay so as

to bring scme more water in. One of our young

Tr

ocott has got enteric. Young ass has probably been drinkine milk

1 ¥

fellows

nanied

fiere Irom some unknown source, We stick to the condensed, of

which we have a good supply left still. I £ilt

water for Tate and me. We only want a drink at

er our drinkings

dinner time s B

L]

it is not much trouble. I believe how ever that our water supply

and

Tfor them,




is above suspicion, I don't think that our halves will ever joiln,
so you might asddress my letters to 3rd Cavalry Brigade instead of
1st., we shall then get them sooner than at present. I got an

ancient round cannon ball to-day from Debrett, he got it from the

s

fert, it 1s a great curilosity.

APRIL 11th, I was waked up about 12 o'clock by a man yelling
"Doctor" . I put on my great-coat and went out, I found one of

my enterlcs trying tc escape, he thought that the orderly was try-

ot

ed him,

ing te shoot him with a reveolver, poor chap. I soon sooth
got him back tec bed and half a grain of morphia made him quiet

enough, Then about an hour later we were waked up by a shower,

arnd began to think it was time to get out and slacken all the
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ropes; novever, 1L pasSsSed Oll GRICLLY, Cottell's brother came

up this morning from Jagerafontein and is going back to Bethany
to-night. He is with Gatacre's force and he says that there are

a8 lot of useless, weak Militia amongst it, and that CGatacre is

-

not at ell pleased with his reinforcements. FHe also saya that

&
]
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is rumoured that he 1s to be sent home; he has been very unlucky.
To-day has been very chilly. I went down this morning to town
and bought 2 nice milk cans for the hospital, All the milk which
can be cbtained ig collected in one place and lssued to the

hospitels in proportion to the number of sick requiring it., The

Govt. pay 6d., for a bottle full. I got a specimen of the old

- LA . - - : e :
vhitworth hexagonal shell in the fort. I heard there were he:
ol ey -3 e ' ok AT ok - e = 3
oL curlics there 1n a room, but offlcers scon heard of them and
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eleared them out. As I was riding home I met Wilson, the parson
of Colesburg, he came up with Clement's Brigade, he was with

left end was not

T ey 1 - o 3 3 y Fide ¥
Hamllton's Hospitsl for a short time afbsr w

L]

at all comfortable., He was first into Colesburgz and found his
house and furniture absclutely untouched; what luck ! He is
going back to Port Elizabeth to-morrow and then back to Colesburg,
He was very glad to meet me again. Gatacre has been ordered home.

is coming up to help settle the south of the

[
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Fundlets

1

state, and when Hoberts has done that he will advance, That means

fully a month or 6 weeks more waiting here, but they won't have
stores accumulated in a much shorter time than that. How sicl of
this place I shall be by that time, I went to see Wilson in the
evening, he was stopping with a famlily nsmed Te---—---, He is a

large grocer etc., here and they have a very nice house in the west
end, They are very nice people and pressed me to go and see them
again. They have to be in their house by 8 o'clock every nipght

along with all other civi
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dull time of 1it.

APRIL 12th. About 12.30 last night we had a very heavy thunder-

storm, but the ﬁraﬁnd was so parched that it all soaked up gquickly.
Our surplus hospital kit which we left at lModder River station
came up last night, tents and blankets, and the officers' and
mcﬂ;z kits were not sent, We hope to get them up in a day or two.
The Queen's chocolate arrived to-day and was distributed., I tool

& very bad stump out for one of the 16th Lancer officers to-dav
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it had been smashed up by two dentists: he thinks I am a swell

at teeth and so does Thompson who iz in medical charge of his
Regt. I'm very glad I brought my own tooth forceps with me, it

ia Impossible to do anything with those we have, Any smount of
things are coming up wilth the troops but we have not had much yet,
It's such a treat to sit in a deck chair after 2 months sitting

g

We pot our stationery box of

Q

on a camp stool or on the ground.
stores, and now our position 1s very strong., VWilson ls golng to

Port Ellizabeth soon and will try and get our things up which I

have ordered,

ot sun to-day

APRIL 15th, There was a heavy dew
dried up everything. No transfers yet of sick from us, They are
bringing our Brigade up to strength first, so we may expect a move
socn, Our orderlies are working splendidly, btut they ought,
gseelng that they have had such an easy time since we came on this
show as regards the slck, Ve are getting very good rations and
extras again, and the troops are being flooded with tobacco, socks,

cholera belts etc. 1 had a box of clzarettes given me yesterday

by one of the battery medical officers,

APRIL 14th, The whole of the Cavalry Division has been re-

half is to come to this ons. I'm rather sorry

¥, Ior we had got
to know our officers .and men, I met one of the 13th Bde.
clvilian doctora, he sald they had 200 cases in hospltal, mainly
Enteric, and they were killed with wo e 'he inoeculated casea




(which are only 5 at
those we

I am getting 2 pe:

bresent) are all doing well

re only done once,
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Eleven military funerals to-dayy,

sent up by letter post,

won't accept parcels now at the P,0, Capetovm, so one of the
R.5.0, officeprs! wives is geing to post then by letter post,
I hope they will let my parcel of films which the B LT

sending, come

up.

They want all the trucks
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he told me that h

letters to her to be publi

He seemed

20 valuable,

whether any of my diary would
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mously, otherwise one

writing to the bapers

We had a good
rode into the
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not look like our start

I hear they are going to stop

18 slster had got £10 for allowing

rather surprised that

That pays bet

doorway was crowded a

Pit

There ars several bodies down the line and

wWspapers too,

for food etec, B in to-day,

cne of hisg

shed in one of the Norfolk papers,

his composition should have been

ter than photography, 1 wonder

be worth anythine ? If would have
names etc. and be published

mizht look awlkward, I think I shall ¢
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deal of rain during the night and also to-

Eown intending to 20 to the Cathedral, but

nd was just like the

éntrance of g theatre, Absolutely no

I went for a ride round the supply depot,

Cing &nything
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like as fast a3 the
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they all tap

up lrom Norvals Pont, Tt certainly does

ing this day weaelr, got a lot of
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information which I embodied in a lett ter w
paper in the afternoon., I am going to send it to Joe and szes if
he can dispose of it. I shall also write every week a short letter
to the same paper until I hear whether they are accepted or not,

I might be able to turn an honest penny by 1t, who knows ? I went

on to the top of the hill behind Bloe mfontein, and got a splendid

view of the whole place. We have 100 in hospital to-day, Thurston
will probably join our half with half a Bearer Cov., and Cottell
will go to the half that Palmer is in, I don't think that Palmer
wlll be left very long in the hospital; Donovan hinted as much
yesterday, I am safe enourh owWing to being a bit of an operator,
It is rot having eivilians in charge of Cavalry Regiments, and our
young fellows doing duty in Field hospitals I heard from several
to-day that we shall probably move in another week, also that there
are strong supplies at

our advanced post near

Brandfort. A new map has been issued to the Brigade and it deals
With the country between here and Kronstadt and mainly to the left
of the line. This looks as Chougl

— ey j R | 0y L T N _— £ ¥ - 3§l et . " g ’
to cperate over this area, A Battery of Pom Poms came up to-day
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lf‘]th_. We had tremendously heavy rain all last ni cht and the tent

leaked. I slept with my head under t)

L_.l
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The poor patients

uncemiortable and the ground was like a sea of mud,

Fortiunately it cleared up about .9 o'clock and the sun came out,

and soon everything was dry. I don't know hen the rain means to
C€ase. According to the locsal papers they should have been over




long ago. I took out 6 stumps for Tate under
his great delight, I am to take out a sl

week, He will zive me a good chit as a Denti
rest of our tents and kit came up to-day. I

of ink, am going to

on I shall have to leave it behind agaln. I

£ o

in a jacket of Tate's to-day. He always says
= 3 a & A . 5 1 1
and thread llike & good chap”, but I know he c

mending for him, He 1is such m

ANy for him. W Enterics

e
thing :
&

5 or 36

A

probably

sleep on a bed to-nigh

Cocaine to-day, to

lot in sbout =

st he says. [he
" - Ry . o m vnde
a8 IMNMNNing snorc

£s
L

L]

turned up the cuffs

"lend me a

antt sew I do his

S0

good chap one doesn't mind doing

, With additions,

17th. T slept on the bed last night and felt very cold all over,
Its much warmer on the ground, and with the air pillow, re
comfortable, I have advertised the bed, bath, table and chair
in to-day's paper, what offers for the lot. I shall probably get
more for them than I pald at home and I really don't want them
any more, We have still all our Enterics, One died to-day., More
rain last night and a sea of mud t111 12 o'clock. It 1s coming

on to raln again, n advance

Division next londay. Ib, of s

man to-day, also some socks and capa. It has
cold to=day and the Chamois Vest is.on for th
boots are also a great comfort.
rained all night and up to about 3
Lver LN 18 we 1110 ierable
- 165, =
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We are a =ea of mad,




The only falrly dry places are inside the tents, and scme of those

+ - 1 - e _— ET: - . ~ 4
gre not too dry, Two more men died laszst ni

J'\IJ

went off thia af
abcut and every sign of heavy rain, It was very cold and I was

glad to put on my warm drawers, Any amount of beautifull

socks are turning up for the troopas. Cottell is on the siek list

-ernoon in pouring rain. There are heaps of clouds

with fever, and Thurston was a bit seedy to-day. Tate and I manage

4

to keep £it and so do our men.

19th. We have had g splendld day and everything has dried up at

£

last. I hope we shan't have such a beastly time for a long time,

Donovan came over this morning and said there was no chance of our

getting rid of any slck, so we are still keepine them, The enteri

= (S et e ’ - 1 & ¥ o - et Ty ' 1 1
are lncreasing daily le shall not move probably for another 10

]

days and then will have te remove our sick. got an offer of Tl
pounds for my camp kit. T expect I shall take it, That will be
about two pounds more than I gave for it at home, I mebt lrs

Thresher this evening

L

She wants me to dine with them some evenin

I think I shall go and get some information about life out here.
She is colonial born, so will know all about it., Tate and I dine

with the A,5.C, officers last night. They feed our Bris gade apd

have a shanty near us and are very good chaps. The dinner wa:

™ F . 1 a0 M xan o £ 5 S o FF 1 3 i
awful, Soup, a tough curry made of fresh beef, and cheese. After
dinner they played cards. I got dyspepsia after the sumptuous

repast. ‘We are golns to dine them in a few daysz and must trvy to
improve on their food, I hear that the new issue of Cape stamps

- 166, =




which came out about December last has been stopped after three

ssue [t was considered a rebel stamp as it did not have
en's head on 1t, They are already worth 9d. each, One

of the A,5.C, fellows, whose wife was at Capetown at the time
bought 15 pounds worth of them; they are now worth £135
be worth much more later on., I only have 14 left, I am going to
buy up as many Free State stamps as I can - to the extent of 25 at
any rate. I shall probably make a little on them, and can't lose
as thelr face value will always be the same as when bought. One

officer, thinking he was doing a very smart th gnt £100

-.
(=

worth of stamps the day after we pgot here and sent them home to a

large stemp dealer, Iwo or three days later, all the stamps were

surcharged VRI, this making them really valuable, He won't malke

mich on his investment.

20th. Tate went over to the other half to inspect, this morning,
so I was left all alone for lunch, I got hold of our hospital

mincing machine and made a ripping curry. One of the young fellows
who is in medical charge of a batte ry, came over, so I made him
stop to lunch. He said it was the best coolred meat he hed eaten

since he came out and that he had enjoyed his lunch immenselwy

His messing costs him £9 or £10 monthly. Ny mess bill for 6 month

Ly

is £45%, Ve heard to-day that

hiad been told by his burgheras

that they were going to chuck.. He begged them to go on until they
heard what the peace delegates viere able to do, We know what they
will get in the way of help from the Great Powers, so we ought to

- 187, =
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1

hear of them chuckin

g 1t, very soon,

has been a very hot, dry day, and the

took a ri

to the supply park and got a photo of some H

unlcading trucks, Saw an officer who

and who had promised to send me up some

post office wouldn't teke them,

can lend me a few in case the parcel

by 1

gone to

yern be true,
drying up fast,
¥a Juat as it
wotograph to-das;
about. Then I
anders who were

films,

week, I saw the Irish Hospital and tool:

one of our fellows who is work ing in

at the London Hospital long

lst. B.C. who.were at Saugor, I was

left, when I came across one of Dhanjiboys
has given 20 of these vehlcles, ponies and

an.j r o 1 a0y 4=y ] i) E N
very useful they are, They are very strong and light and

go at a great pace. They take one 1y

or 6 sitting up cases. It was attached

'} Had Y - = Y o Vo i 3
wiao had gone to the front to-day, and
and got left,
“he irnadces & i ~ i+ P R |

the inside and one of the outside,
I was also able to do Interpreter for
this mornine towards the water-work 8,
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to some mounted Infantrv
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dees not turn up

two
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tongas,

drivers, to the Govt,
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He zaid that

By were absent at

t

r

lionld of th
, home, having 3 1'i

This nati

ing down and two sitting

Ml tock one

el ]

Taies Wb ilel
larre force

know what

Capetown, siecl

ve

can

up,
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They are well worth having
wmving,
went
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the time




rerhaps they are tryinz to cut off the {,000 Boera who are
retreating from wepener, They only toolt one day! s food, so

perhaps there will be a fight, to-morrow,

i - (LR o qus - o J L P oele e B T s v —y Lk EET = -
cend - Tate v ent off apout T) alecl OCH L0 Bee Dono TaIl. ;;1‘._.,'“1_‘-'
afterwards Donovan turned 1 in a great hurry and said that our

bricade was moving at 11 o'clock, that

was, Decause he could not evacuate it,

e
(=

to remain where
Thurston had high fever yesterday, and though better this morn-
ing 1t wouldn't be wise to send him out on a long march. I was
therefore told off to form a combined hospital and Bearer Compary
and teking 5 Ambulances from Thurston. Fe was told off to remain
and assist Tate. I socon had things packed and got off at noon.

I had intended to lunch the A.,5,C, Officers to=day and had made

8 ripping custard, flavoured with rum. also had a leg of mutton
roasting, It =21l had to slide of course, IL took our Brirade
over 2 hours to get out of the town., W#hen we had gone about &
mliles we saw a lot of shells bursting on the kopjés to our left

and saw the Ammunition Cols

Yesterday, They szaid that they had to fall back before a larpre
force of Boers this morning, 1t got dark sbout 6 o'clock and

the road became very heavy. About £ o'cleek we came in sight

ol our camp, and it was an awfull ¥ pretiy sight. [t loolked
exactly like a large town on sea-shere., Hundreds of larg

and small cemp fires, I pulled up opposite the Headquarter camp

and soon settled down for the night. Ve don't know what we are




after, but probably to cut off some Boers who are being

1

driven up

from the south, Our march was abeout 18 miles,

25rd., We were up at 6 o'clock, but didn't get off till after ©
o'clock, having hed to wait for the 4th Brigade to arrive, I
gaw Hamllten, and he gave me a very graphic account of his fight
at Sannas Post. I took a very pretty photo this morning., A

little Boer child of about 4 years was leading a saddled horse

about the farm-yard., In the background were several troop horses
wagons and carts. I'm going to ecall it " Peace and War", I think

it will be a very sweet plecture., Then Donovan came along and

£ &
L= e

me a civil surgeon to help me, & man nemed Jameson and a

the raider, He was a very smart chap at Wynberg

gince November last. Palmer is to ro when w et bacl
3 1 9 - t VSR R " - - - Y= w4 P g P B i ¥ - E] e "
and he will go in his place to the other half., Cottell is not com-

ing back and we are to stay with the 3rd Bripgade, so please address

letters 3rd Brigade in future. We had a very easy marching to-day

and fighting en route of the sniping variety. It was fun ny to see
5 Boers on the top of a hill pumping bullets into our cavalr ¥ and
to see them bolt, Later on when we came to a halt &t Paardekraal

two of our pom-poms went out and shelled some more Boers who were

invisible. ur supplies have been increased to 14 days more, So
We are in for a long trip this time. Wie hear the merry pom-poms

going away to our left 10 at & time, it may be the Infantry who are
out in that directlon or it may be the Boers; anyhow

oIf to-night, I'm glad
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Enterlea. The men are imj

with

. 1 o
Toving

lef camplng ground

-.)r_‘
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24th

)

r came

g mile ot scouts in

hour and then moved on and awey to t
only used Mausers but as socon as they

together they opened fire with a pom-po

hill. The first shella p ight

o

500 yards from us. They quickly got Gthe

in all directions among the horses but

of harm to anyone, The cavalry went o

o0

Fat

with about 10 Boera., A lot of 9th and

-
L

mounted and sent to the crest of

misketry fire was opened by our side,

in, and from another hill

pom-poma, I drew up ambulances and

my

f on

O

B

hill,

went to this

n health alread

at 6.50 sharp, after about
fe halted sbout
1@ right, At first they

A Wy (e
cCavoLT'y

the

from

In top of & high

ver th and landed about

3 A 3 41
€ r'angs and dropped tThem
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single bit

without doing a

[ahes

andi (]

n and scon came into action
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17th Lancers w x dls-

and a terrilic

S00I1

A couple of maxims chimed

them at 2500 yards with 2

French and his staff were. If our men had not he position
onrs would have been a nasty one, Bulst was sent for with three
ambulences and filled them with mainly severe cases, including 2
abdominal, Then I had to go with 2 of mine., All firing had
ceased here by this time, The puns had come up and were bursting
shrapnel over some of their posltions, I found an officer of

the 9th Lancers and a sergt., both with the worst compourd frac-
turea of ti thigh that I had ever seen, also an abdominnl wound:
to these I gpave a blr dose of nerphla which rellieved them greatly.
There were 2 dead Lancers lylng near Ihe Boers took away the




offlicer's revolver with them,

Hana T saw with rrr olaaoas
here, 1 saw with my glasses

aome Boers poing

FyTr g
L=

them and I saw at least one drop,. Finally they bolted and we were
at last able to get on., I fixed up the cases and pave mornhia
freely. Then was told that we had to march 9 miles more and must
take the wounded with us, The road was awful and we had several

times to take out the bad cases and carry them over bad bits We

did a very smart pilece of work at one drift

wounded (16) and took them acroass, sending on the wagons, and we
had all the A,8,C. transport and guns waiting, I think we rather
opened their eyes by a smart piece of work. At 5 o'clock we
reached our camp and Donovan said we must form a camp here, and I
would have to stay behind and look after all the wounded: these
amounted to about 35. He chose a nice lot of ground near some
hills and we were just going to outspan when we got word that we
mist move across another drift, this time it had got quite
dark, and it was quite hopeless to get scross the drift, it was
already blocked by other wagons. Quite near it was a plece of
ground just large encugh to hold our camp, We pitched our tents
in the dark and got our wounded into them, I was dying with
fatipgue and hunger but 2 basins of bovril soon bucked me up.,
iearly all it cases had it, and then we had di the order-

14
that 211 had been done., The civil surgson, the ambulasnces and 4

en are to go on with the Brigade early to-morrow mornine, and T

and the rest remain here, It will need e good deal of managemanc

ies got thelrs, Donovan came down and was guite relieved to find
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but so .-..C'L:I!___ as che boers don't come and sneals my l(.J:..-, I shan't
care. After dinner I went round, saw each man and gave the
worst ceses Morphia and had a kettle of hot tea and milk for

those who could take 1t, Didn't they just

L g thelr lips over
il add 4L wreoo 41 e - Sy s . T I 3 2 .
it and sald it was the best tea they had had on the campaign,

Two poor fellows are shot through the spine and are quite

paralysed; nother chap said his wife was expecting a baby and

could I get his wound described as slight so as not to frighten
2 Er

Ty A P
disbhordd

her, Many are reservista, but a pluckier nmore decent lot of
I never saw, One poor fellow died about an hour after coming in
and I expect several more to follow., Here I shall have to stop

until they send back for us. The Division moves at 6 o'clock to-
morrow, I shan't get much rest to-night, and there will be a lot
of work dressing cases to-morrow. I have 3 officers wounded, The

ot i ememdn Fld s wrm o 3 4 " T s e v gt [ - 3
most fortunate thing was that I orought 2 oz, of the hypodermic

injection of lorphia; only for that I don't know what I shou ld
have done, I think it will last out., I hear that we have re-
taken the water-works and that there will be a good chance of

cutting off the Boers in these parts unless they clear out to-

night, To-day has been the most excliting since I started, I

think,

BRI 25bh,. T el a wers moon tl ot 8 tha anuy iy
arhll, zoth, 1 Nac a very poor night didn't finlsh till abou

b

[ - 3 B, Py 3 a
.90 p.m., and then trled to sleep. Some Indian tonra ponies wore
3 i S LML 1 ELEY L I & } LLSCS WOIl'E

Iightling all night and made a beastly row, Then the wounded were

o T LY. AT} |- A
the Morphia. 3 more

T nine and T hHad +a e - !
moaning and I had to get up twice and repeat
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dled during the night. One was a ifracture of the apine and he

was paralysed from the waist downwards, Two others were

abdominal cases, and one chest, I still have a fractured gpine
and an abdc the latter may possibly get well, It is

‘champion football player. He 1s quite sensible and feels no
pain but from the waist down he is dead, absolute paralysis.

I can't make out whether his spilnal cord is cut or whether it

is only contused by the bullet, My ambulances started off at

€ o'clock and Donovan came down and said he was very sorry to
leave me here, About 9 o'clock T started to make splints and
dress the cases, One thigh case I had to chloroform as he
ﬁcul@n't stand the pain, The officer and another I was able to
fix up without, It was very hard work having to do all the cases

myself, and it took about 4 hours to do them properly. The

Infantry came up later on and are now halted about 3 miles from

4 Fn o=
Lilg

]

us., The P,M,0, was sent over by Pole Carew to enquire afte

i

=

wounded and to offer us any help he could, The Boers have bolted

m

and they may return to-morrow, if so, we may- go back as well, I
had a ripping bath in a stream just below the camp and felt much
fresher after it, not having had my clothe

night. We buried the 4 in one grave just or

the afternoon. The abdominal case died at

1

minutes before this one of the orderlies caught him with a box
of Beechams Pills of which he was roin: to swallow some He =zaid

that he w

]

nted to clear his stomach, As soon as 1t got dark all

=L e

earaAE




Boer tobacco and said I didn't smoke that sty

and were great

the cases began to groan and I had to comfort them with a go of

APRIL 26th, I had a splendid night and so had most of the

o

patients, The poor spine man seems a little better in himsels
but paralysis remains the same. The Infantry have moved on to

Thabanchu and a convoy of food went past this morning

great friends with the women-folk of this farm, They

ineclined to be very friend

1_I
o

them your and the kids photos, They went into rapture

¥ until I said I was married and

didn't s

(=2 §

I made

cem
SI10WE

~ 4= Ty mynan
€8 over LI12rn

and wanted to keep one of the kids rphotos, They considered them

very pretty children, They then went round all the tents

the men and officers, and later on brought them a 1ot

tea and gave them to the men., Now we are the best of

are sure of getting sheep if we want them || e though

....... » LAl

Ina

of cups

ht my hes

(h

mist be very sore to be away so far from my frau and kinder, a

I agreed that it was. I'm going to take thelr photos

with the

Camp &s a background when they come to draw water from the str

this evening., It will be a nice souvenir of my stay in the enem

country. We have discovered 8 fleld of potatoes on a
farm close 0¥, 80 we are going to lay in a big stock.
eaten half a dozen potatoes since we left the line at
Our fellows are great forarers

+ One of the

€d roll of apricots and wented me to buy it, 1

b=d

¥ amused,
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deserted

We haven't

Hensburg,




farm, About 1 p.m, I saw the Infantry

heard they were going into Bloemfontein., I made up my mind that

4

I would see the general and ask to have my cases sent in with them.

Just afterwards I saw ocur ambulances coming back with Jameson,

He brought 5 sick and one wounded, also a Major of the 1l4th

i

Tl

Hussars named O'Brien who had fever, o had niel Temeceane in

Barellly, but didn't say anything sbout him, I gave him some
splendid soup and also fed Jameson., He is an awfully nice man,

e
4
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Then I got orders from .1l the P.M,0, to send my cases in with
them to-morrow. ILater on Watson Cheyne and one of our fellows

"

called Dalton arrived, also Moore who is with the Warwicks., He
was very glad to see me and sends his kindest regards, I had to

dress the fracture cases so I thought I would ask Watson Chewne

o]

to see them, The sergt. stank and he had fever, so he said that

the leg ought to be amputated at the hip joint at once,
Tor his casravan whieh contains all his kit, operating tent etc,
We had the tent pitched and I got all ready, He had an acetylene
lamp which made the place as bricht as day. It was quite dark
When we started, He had heard about my other case and advised me

to do this by a new method in which the femoral artery and veins

Were tied at first, McGill came down just before we began and

+ e A ¥ - &35 P 5 Eo ey o T j Eo - 2 3 L 4
stayed for the whole operation., got the femoral in 2 or 3
mirutes and finished up in great style. Then we opened up the
officer and put 3 laree drainage tubes in, He 1z goins to trv




I am getting 50 men to carry the 4 worst cases on stretchers all the

way (50 miles) - 12 to a stretcher. T wanted to punmp in strychnine

as before, but Cheyne was playing about with 3 or 4 drop doses.
The man was very bad and looked like dying, so I got 10 drops and

gave it. He was astonished and said that it was a big dose, but

w Ll s

I sald that he wanted 1t. I wasn't going to let him have his way
L1 ] o 3
he began to buck up at once. Then he thought he would try trans-

fusion, and put 1% pints of salt water into a vein, Then he thought

L

he had done enough and went to bed sbout 11 P.m. I am writing at

12 midnight and have to be up at 5 a,m. I shall have 2 buck wagons
and 5 ambulances and 50 bearers to take the cases to-morrow,. This

is the second amputation. I do hope he will do well. I don't

think he will die of shock but the gangrene may attack the stump.
APRIL 27th, The hip man did very well all ni

ht and was alive and

kicking this morning, to Cheyne's astonishment. We got £ ox wagons
and by 8 o'eclock I had packed them and the ambulances and got all
started, Ve had 4 cases on stretchers and 12 men to each (CGuards-
mén). The hip man started well but socon became affected by the
Jolting, I kept on giving him Morphia and so got him along for 9
miles to our first halting-place, Here we dressed him, and the
stump looked splendid. We left at 2 p.m, and he at once began to
fall, We reached camp at 4 p.m. and he was very bad, However,

Stuck at him and he got a little better, but at 7

low and I don't think he is going to do. The Poor spine case died

=
=
[
o
s
=
L
o
by
o
ct
oy
Lo:]
H

oad and we buried him where he dled His end was
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We dressed all the cases who

needed it and think that the officer's leg F be saved, If the
nip case had only been left at the last camp I think he would have

done well.

here if possible with him for =
were set on fire to-day as we p

e ]
assed

r----r

morning I 11l leave Jameson

oL iy
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thouses

s oWing to their having

harboured the enemy and fired on our men last night It will touch
them up a bit.
APRIL 28th The hip man died last night, not of shock, but of

acute blood-poisoning. Only

ha

he would 1ve lived,

is very bad and

for inf
We started

he won't live,

tl

ection of the operation wound

P [ ]

a 8 olelock, The

gain at

Its a great

but I am glad thet he was seen by one of the best men ard that I
i
was not left to treat him alone, e got 2 calves this morning
and I had ripping liver and fresh pork when we halted at 12 o!'C,
1 had hashed duck for breakfast. We have burnt about 17 farms i
i
I
this side and taken all the stock wway. Those farms which are

o vl
ST

khave

visited the ow (who

ners

the oath not to fight ag

This is doing things in the prop

&
e

is still burning

thelr t

1
iy a

given up a nd taken

again) are absent, are burnt,

Lo

er way. TIhe farm we are halting

before now 5 and hundreds of sacks of wheat are
burnins too. I'm finishing this up while we wait and am doiy

up a dozen films, so as to try a

shan't get in till noon to-
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nd catch the night,
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Moo ow,
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APRIL 29th. Poor Stanley arrived about 7 p.m. He was very

exclted and a bit delirious. VWie looked at the limb and found

1ichh had affected the hip

that the same sort of gang

»
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attacked this and spread rignht up the leg and to the abdomen,
M J . 4 . P s T (R, P 1S o . . Lt 5| 2 Y
There was no use in dressing it, I asked him if he would like

to know the truth about the matter, and he said he would,

told him that he would die in a few hours and that nothing could

save him. He took it like a2 man and told Brooke, hils brother

b - T 1 v T R 9 a m =1
officer, some messages to give n1ls motl

time he felt he was goling to get well, so that 1t must ha

a great blow to him. General Pole Carew came up at 9 and

o e

and said pood~bye., He asked him 1f we had looked after him well

and he pralsed us all highly. I sald good-bye to h

1er and people. Up to

1y
WES
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w

m about 9

He died at 1l,.n.m. guite peacefully and was quite conscious

an hour before. I photographe
the Union Jack and he locked as though asleep., I thought
2l

mother would like it, We put him on a cart after sewing

and left him at the Grey's Cottage Hospital as we passed

we came 1n. The Guards buried him this afterncon, We g

v

7.30. Dalton, who is with Cheyne, 1is

1

He was shot through the abdomen up in Natal. He was with

14th Hussars and was dressing a case when the Boers firec

him up
it when
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A1l 12 of them were wounded and he 1s the only one who sur ivet
r e e e R e S g e R e e e e T e
lrniscead ol O LILER home he wants To EZo on, =hg.a l.'-ﬂ.'f.._.____ unable To 1
3 1 st s 11, R B ooard T O s FESZ e S s 5 -
he has besen given the blllet wlith Cheyne, T teld Cheyne that

] — | s u 4 - - - X 1 % v wrdt] T4 4w ool T =Tl A 19y
would 'sive anything to travel about with him ad asied nl




apply for me, in case Dalton had to give up. He sald that he

L]
would do so, We got on very well together and he is a very

decent fellow. The experience I would get would be invaluable,

]
l4r]

I should also have a much better time than at present. He
a cart, and travels about with a complete kit for operations,

tent, lamp, etc., and lots of room for stores., I hope I

lucky enough to get the billet, I got my wagons past a lot of

=y A F o o = oy e
ortland Hospital about 2 p.m.

o a ! -

There I left all the wounded, but the sick went to 8 General
Hospital, which i1s opposite. I met Boulby who 1s the principal
man at the Portland and found that he had heard all about my
other hip case, I had a ripping lunch, and they invited me to
on the

go over whenever I wished. I met Burnham, the scout

road, and had a most interesting chat with him, I also photo-

graphed him before he left. It ought to be a wvaluable one for

1 all the
and 1z very tired. I hope he will
sweeter spot than this is., Donovan 1s out with French and we
have no-one to help usa, I addressed the Bearer Coy. this morn-
ing before we started and thanked them for the hard work which

they had done during the past week, and mentioned 2 of them
especially, All were very pleased
detachment also, when they heard how well the men had worked,
The flies in thils camp are awful now., We f111 3 large bucket

with them every mornling. They are wvery torpld In the early

¥ 4 ' ¥ [ ~
morning on Scco
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another pair; I have had the pants taken in at the knees and the

coat fixed up with new buttons, so now I am well off for clothes,

MAY lst, I went down and changed Tate's horse for him to-day.

T4 me e rEaTsr Thav o A= =T, T e e ¥ e | £ own m ryd= o a = ot o = |
1t was very thin and weak, T got him a good Az gentine pony and
¥ £ - R e pr 3 4= 1 X 4 (1 5™ | T, - i r Tmaa e

he 1s very pleased with 1t. The Remount people were very busy,

I got several excellent photos including one of Prince Francis

(R il o

of Teck who was buying remounts from a Boer, I hope it turns out
well, but it was taken from a distance and I was sitting on my
pony at the time, I completed the roll and posted it, I wrote
to the Manager of Quaker Qats, Chicago, enclosed a photo which
shewed his box of Oats, offered him the negative, and also
suggested the words of a good advert., in connection with it:

"Why were Cronie!s
3 i)

men able to hold out so long in spite of such
& fearful bombardment from the English guns ?", "Because they

ate Quaker Oats". I told him to send you what he considers a fair

sum, 1f he wants it, and that you would get the negative from the

"King" and send it to him. I got a "King" of April 7th containing

o photos, all very clear. They still have several good ones of

the Laager, I have quite lost count of how many they have printed,
I hope you are getting every mumber which contains mine, and don't
let them get in arrears with payments, We are to evacuate our

sick to-morrow, 12 ox wamons are now walting for them, We shall

have a busy day disinfecting all our kit after them., Ve got rid

of a lot of unclean kit into store to-day to be kept for us

01 [ B B-C TR

8hall have lots of room in

our wagons when we move, probably on

T
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move off when a messenger came In to say that the Brlgade was

coming In and that we were to stand fast, As we were all ready

to move we went and encamped cn a fresh plece of ground., ILater

ck

on, word came to Thurston to take my 2 ambulances and buck wagons

and move out to Springfield to the lst, Brigade at once. They

are off to-morrow and so he went out this evening., I am to draw
60 mules end 6 more ambulances during the next 2 days, I got
another buck wagon later on in the day, and with a much better

A . e S - r . X A 4 5 g () g
} team of mules. We also lald in some Quaker Qats

tter,
80 now we are ready for the road. Jameson has jolned ocur mess

and we are dining him at Ef— a day, Our men are very happy not

4

having any sick to look after. We shall probab:

get our mail

before we start nov.

i
I went this morning to try and get mules and ;;bul¢u:0: 
i The Major A.,5,.,C. in charge of mules was inclined to be rude and
:
persisted 1in saying there was no hurrv in giving me mules, I |
l he gave me a water-cart and 6 mules
l vagon, I drew & mmbulances and 3
[ sets of new harness for 3 teams this afternoon and shall hawve a i
| .
busy morning to-morrow fitting it together, When I sent for the
|

that they had been glven to other

S =5 SRR e R e ey R SR :

peopl ¥i that vhere 15 No cast iron mrry in glving us mules,
. Z .
{ I'm not golng to him agaln to beg nmles but have reported to
. 22 B L g nules but have reported to
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Donovan and let him twist his tail if he likes, 1l dontt care

T hasran!ld ¢ O P, e ([ T i1 P T s e Sy e B

LI nDaven't a single .._.._.Lb.. I shall oLy nave Lo SCop here until 1




e

get them, I met Donovan this afternoon and he said guite =

mumber of hils officers were ill and he did not know what

LC |'.:_0

for them, no reserve of Medical Officers to fall back on., Our

LR 4

Brigade came in this morning and I thini we move on Mondaw, so
L i ¥

that I still have 2 days to fit out my o ambulances, I suppose
all will come right in the end, We have, or at least Tate has,

19 sick already again in his hospital, The maill came in to-day

and we shall get ours to-morrow morning,

>th. Donovan came up this morning early and said that he
had sent my letter on to the G.0.C., who would see the Director
of Transport about it., I am to equip the ambulances, take what
are muled, and leave the others behind to follow on with a
N.C.0O, I have had a very busy morning fittins harness and malr

ing things secure generally,

about 40 sick already in
hospltel, The mail came in yesterday but we haven't yet got
ours., I am in hopes of getting it in time to answer this

evening,

I had such a busy afterncon e Depot, it

was just like being at the stores. 8o diffd

get attended
to by anyone. I have now got 6 ambulances complete, and not a
o q

single mule, and we move the day alter to-morrow, I don't know

a = i 4 = ek aTed
wnac 13 OLIf

ct
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MAY &th, About 9 a.m. I got word that my miles were ready and

that I could draw them, T sent 2 men off to draw 66 head




Bt

collars from the Ordnance, and 3 natives and 6 more of our men to

*

>« Then I rode hard to the Ordnance Depot and

L

the Remcunt Depo
drew the head collars and handed them over to the 3 men whom I

sent on to the remount place., Here I found 2 long lines of mules
all tied together and I was told to talke them as I came. Among
them were some wretched beasts and these I managed to let loose;
and asking the officer-in-charge to change others, I managed to

get on the whole excellent mules, One devil stood on his hind

legs and struck out at our men when they tried to get him, =so0 I

1tk 5

e

let him loose as a budmash, OQur men managed to get them to camp
without mishap., From the Depot I went to the Divl., Transport
Officer to get drivers for them. He was not there, so I wrote
an official to him and then came home, Here I found that the

miles were arriving, so I got them all tied up, and then got an

intelligent native to pick out the 6 teams so as to get wheelers
and leaders etc, for each. Iy men had to do all this, and feed
and water them, as well as get the ambulances cleaned up,

harness fitted, water tanks washed out and fllled, At 4,30 I got
an answer from the Divl, Transport chap, who by the way is a rotten
fellow, to the effect that I must get the men from the Chief

Transport officer., I rode down town and found s Sergt. R.A

bringing 3 drivers alons. He told me where he gob them, =so I

found the camp where they kept the natives and the

charge. He would not issue without an order

from Col,.Bunbury,

80 I got him to have them plcked out and all ready for me bv the

time I came back, Then I rode back Into town, and aft

4
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Bunbury. He was

found

troubla

with the Transport man and

1
got the
1-\..--\. T i ot Y '] -|
have to march

to=-morrow and 4d

what a grind it been for me

A
However, ,everything
and I think we shall - by
I shall have a lively time
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possible to-night,

a.,m, - get off in time,

o 1 e
fresh males,

drivera,and

" or Never Despair, I

have no doubt that all willl be well, Iy men are very pleased with

what has been done and say we have

Cottell a fortnight at Rensl

single bit, but I think he will
me turning up with 6 ambulances
have got some good drivers and I
bully beef as

50011 a8

impression. Tate had over 50 sick

but we did it in buck wagons,

Lines of Communicaetlion, named Exham
E

the base every day., I
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town,

were up at 5 and
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harness and 4 nmules all tied up in it,
know not., One mule
on his upper lip and then fixed him

late in starting The fun then began,

off at a gallop and ended by the mules

knots among the harness, I

P quickly. Ve are an haon

fully expected the whole show

How he esc

couldn't be harnessed at all. We put a twitel

Hearly every wagon
tying themselves up

to be

wrecked, but it wouldn't have been my fault and so I didn't care,

At last we got under welgh and went alor g Very

dlstance, then the mule we had to put
plunge, and broke the harness, He was
theught I should have to let him go.

12 o'clock when we came to kcdder

strong of carts ete., which wou

ld take
across. We went on as far as we could
Here I didn't dare to cutspan the
one in the buck-wagon where he
have some of

the fire taken out of him

quite successful and I think efter g

"1

1071
fit for the ambulance vwagon agaln, We

Across the drift, There were g lot aof

us, and they pull, About 4 p

]

wouldn' £

who had been so rude over issulng my
to take 30
him off. We explained

that as he had
We didn't dare to take them out t

while thevy
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the twiteh

r River,
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ther day or

«m. the transport ofri

I'ate took him on. ang

drank in erosslinge, I think

vell for a short
en began to

80 bad at times that I

However, we kept on til

Here there was g
2t least 3 hours to get

halted for food,
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by hard work.
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two he will be
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31, Ccame (‘:u‘;.‘nj and wanted




R g

gonvoy of

bucked us up and put new 1

it sight of

and they stepped out in great style. Ve g

On the way we heard that our troops were at Wlnsburz, Bobs has
got a start, and we shall have to catch him up. Some of the troops
only got their remounts out of the train yesterday, and the march

to-day was 24 miles, to-morrow's will be 28, We start at 6.30 a.m.

Bth, We were up at 4,30 and managed to get off with the rest of

harnessed to the buck wagon by

the Brigade, The grey m

aild of the twitech, but as scoon as we started he began to plunge
[ L i - e

and turned a complete somersault, This delayed us about 10

mimites, and no sooner did we put him right than he repeated the

As we had 28 milss to go we couldn't waste time with

so we pot off the harness and turned him loose. He ran off,

(==

squealing as he went as if he was having a good lauph at us. He

:
followed us up with the rear pguard and finally got captured by an

emminitlon column. They put him in with some of their big nules

along v to break-in males, had o let ancother loose
as he done up, sc now have only 8 in one ambulance - but that

' Lo HEEE LR RN s & e SO Thagm vl P mmad  alvatst 10 £ I i e I T
iz enourh, We rot to Bramdfort about 10 a.m, The approach to this
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town was across A bad drift. We had to cross in single flle, and

4

to some off

as is very ususl found & cape cart belonging
mess, and with 2 jibbing ponles, partly blocking it, ile managed
to get over but had several narrow escapes from turning the

ambulances over, We went right through the town and at the other

end found a camp guarded by Infantry.

There were large plles of

stores accumalated at the statlion and the ox transport was out-
gspanned just off the road. We followed the rallway line and saw

4=

frequent trains passing up with stores. At one place near the
line & pile of stores was seen, This was near a large culvert
which had been blown up, and probably were deposited there as a
sort of rail-head while the culvert was being repaired, Here and

there culverts were found which had been blown up, Scome had been

S I T TR T oS o R L
repalired Dy a gl=y L'r'.'.u._r'-'- WL CI

tion, and supported by a bird-caging of sleepers. The delay to our
advance mast not have bheen very great,

We halted at noon for food and then pushed on. Up to
this we had a nice cool breeze which had blown the dust away, but

now it dropped and became very hot. We marched in a cloud of dust

o 3
and it was most unpleasant., We were quite glad when the sun went
down and let us finish ocur march in the cool, About 5 milez from

camp I found 2 horses which had been abandoned, I saw that they

A4r " 137 ‘] = - v i ., 1 i et I et a e YT T R T 3 3 O Y T 1 4= sy =
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on them and brought them into camp. One, an Argentine, has quii

k
o

recovered and is eating his feed, He must have recognised his pals

o i’

se, too done up to eat, but I hope 1}
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i il e



will be all right in a day or two., All abandoned horses are struck

off charre by the unit concerned, so we mean to

2 A

aome work out of them., I can always feed one or two, and a spare

went on and tried to find our Brigade. 4 wagons followed me, and
g0 we gobt separated from the rest, I made a long detour and managed

to get in just as Tate arrived, We have done at least 30 miles to-

day and I feel quite fresh after it, Jameson is very stiff and done

oin Bobs to-morrow and remain with him. It is on

[

up. We are to

to be about 16 miles and we don't think anything

9th, We were off at 6,30 sharp. After about a mile, we came to

the Vet River, The bridge across this was in smash, by far the

greatest ruin that we have yet seen. Close to this was a drift,

T i B TV o . R, S T L T H= . B o
also very bad, There were a number of wagons in front of us, and

great delay ensued, and they were unloading trains and making

gsidings for other tralns. Irvine turned up here, he had arrived

the ni:

1t before and had slept beside the line, He looks a Dbit
thin, but otherwise well, We took him along with us. The day was
very hot and no breeze; dust very trying. About 12 o'clock we
came to some railway cottages which had been deserted. In the
yards were large galvanised tanks into which the raln-water
emptied., Our carts were getting low so I thought 1t would be a
good plan to £ill up with excellent water, I cut the wire fenclng
with my wire cutters so that the carts could come right up into
the garden, then all hands came with buckets and we filled both
water-carts, It was a great stroke of luck, for we hadn't come

R o e




gcross any good water

iz very strong.

golneg up to join Bob
along, He 1s a very nice

with him to-morrow
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var dance,
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30T,

obvious
let him go also.
we have done 76 mlles,
had

El'"l-"“"'
(=N ]

3 ambulances, put very
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short march but it
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that for

forced marching 7
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be rather
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g0 that
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some beautiful grazing., I
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had no diffliculty in keeping up

some shells bursting across the

of the Zand River. The enemy was
pom, Our Brigade and the Mounted
halted for about half an hour, and

oy

which was helc the en

f

Sy

broken bridge., The approacl

of having been occcupled by the enemy;

sheep shanks and chaff being scattered about,
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destroyed in & sclentiflic way,
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side this had wrecked 2 spansa,

and was easily commanded from the

they had planted a l2-pounder on the slope ne

would have effectually prevented
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One pillar wa
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1ls which lay to the other side
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181 OWX Euns movel across 1S
and which was quilte closea to the

e bridge showed the usual zigns

o

empty cartridge boxes,
The bridge had been
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blown up on the far

The drift was a very bad one

4

iea held by the Boers. If

4
gl h

ar

gat the drift, they

1l shelled out by

ur Naval guna. Our Brigade ns got across, and as they passed
the shoulder of the kopje near them, the Boers - who had a couple

of pom-poms on the plain behind -

LT
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shells right among the

got

n
I

into action and t

range. We dropped a few

but did no damage.

he enemy quic

opened fire., They dropped

Qur

i
aG

once

guns

kly limbered up and got out of

shells among them before they got away,
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and probably with good results, The Navals 5" fired two rounds
of lyddite from the other slde of the drift and expedited their
departure. Word now came that all the artillery which had come
up was to pass over first, and shortly after, Lord Roberts and
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avEuard, Wernb

of work

men were m

over thea

drift,
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wilth picks and shovels scon improved the drift, Others were put

to push the wagons behind up the hill., The Er

igineers at once put
a party of natives to make a diversion over which the r
to be lald and before the end of the day 1t was ready for
sleepera, and light carts were beins sent by that route acros
river, The drift was so steep that 1t was nightfall before al
transport had got across. Recause my Brigade was in action I

allowed to cross, out of my turn, and was able to plck up a badly

wounded offlcer and man shortly afterwards.
As we passed alongside the railway we found the tele-
graph wires cut in several places., The rails had here and there

been blown up by dynamite and presented many fantastic shapes,

This damage will, however, be only a question of a few hours to

repalr, At Reit Spruit we crossed the camping ground which had

just been vacated by a large party of Boers, and which had evident-

ly been the one contesting our passage of the Zand River, The camp

was, as usual, filthy in the extreme. The Boer never thinks of

burying the offal of any animal he kills, even though he may be

occupying the same ground for many weeks, The awful condition of

their large standing camps may therefore be easily Imagined, We

pushed on and encamped for the night near Ventersburg Siding,.. The

Boers had here set fire to 2 farms which evidently had contained

a lot of forage, to prevent its fal

I 8 falling into our hands and the

blaze was visible for mamy milea,

MAY 11th., We started off at 6,30 a.,m, having silll 24 miles

to

Kroonatad, Just after leaving camp, we passed a deserted plate-

o
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layer's cottage. There were some kaffirs in the garden, and they
produced 4 fowls for 2/-, There was a grand hunt after them, but
they were eventually captured and transferred to a wagon. My

o mnna e S
@_"._PGM_-'I'. a1d

a8 hunt on his own account and annexed a fowl, I was

F .

rather an ass to pay for mine, for they dldn't belong to those
kaffirs at all, We stopped about 8 o'clock beside a good dam and
watered the animals, I also enjoyed the luxury of a wash and
shave for the first time for 5 days. There was a flock of sheep
near, and the Lancers were soon ‘;.fﬂlrg busy, skinning, and trans-
ferring meat to their saddles. We took advantage of some of the
sheepskins to pad some of the harness which was galling the mules,
We moved on again and by 11.30 arrived at a plate-layer's cottage
about 9 miles from Kroonstad, This was occupied by an o0ld Irish-

man named Walsh from Galway. He was delighted to see the troops !
and was entertaining the men with tea and bread and butter, though
at the same time he was making inrcads into the monthly allowance

of foodstuffs given him by the Orange Free State, His only trouble
was he didn't know we should have come that way, otherwise he would
have lald in a large stock of grub and done us well., He had been

a Private in the Fipghting 5th years ago, and was very pleased and
proud to hear how well his old Regiment had been doing lately. He
hadn't a Union Jack but had erected a flapg made out of strips of

red, white and blue. He told us that the enemy were entrenched

about 5 miles ahead but that they were not going

g # to defend
Kroonstad and expose it to bombardment, I wanted to buy some of
his wife's fowls but they sald that they depended on then

5 il
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and couldn't sell any. I now found that at the last watering-

a lamb and brought it along in one

gladly exchanged for 5 fowls and our

position w 3 strong in the poultry line. The men also got
] = 2 . m 5 ] 4= f i e w Y & ey 1 =1 ¥ moynr .
onlons and tomatoes, flour and salt, and soon had some of the fowls

ready for the evenling mea

the Boer

v have, We pushed on about midday and passed
another plate-layer'a cottage. The inhabitants were not content
with hoistinz the usual white flag composed of a bed-sheet, but had
actually run a line between the 2 chimneys and hung 7 or 8 articles

4

of white clothing thereon. It looked as though the faml

ds

was bel

ig dried on the roof. Near this place we found a broken

*
¥

Boer ambulance and 4 cape-carts all together. Evidently the eneny
had gone off 4in a great hurry, About 1 p.m. when ascending a

ght rlse, the led horses of the I

sli

pom-pom she

it to a nie

hollow behi:
J.Battery R.H.A. trotted to the top of the rise in front of =

-~ R T e P SRR R, T, e % = A o] ] | o R T ey S P ¢ feing ol o
mealle patch and dquickiy opened 1ire; < more got into action

W hd d Bed e

about 24 of a mile to their left. The enemy had only one l2-pounder

4

For a long time their posltlons could

not be discovered, 8Shell after shell came shrieking over our guns

L o 2

yardzs behind. They

J




were firing common shell and not a single one of them burst, I

iust beside a gun team that was teking another pun

|
ul

gaw one land

up to the front, but It simply burled ltsell in the earth, They

0]

now got their pom-poms going and 5 at a time came immediately over

!_.

our guns on the right and exploded 100 yar behind, The Boers

] 1 I o

could evidently see the flash of our guns and aimed for

£

They had also measured the distance from where their guns were
and as they didn't slter their range by a single yard they evident-
1y thought they were wiping out pgun detachments by the acocre, They
mist have Tired over 50 shells, and they all lodged in an area of

20 yards diameter, At last, by the ald of an extra good telescope

which belonged to one of the Intelligence Departm the big mun

was located and a couple of rounds of shrapnel stopped its firlng
effectually., We got a pom-pom going, but without apparent effect
on theirs, About 3 p.m. we located their pom-pom in a donga in
olg plain, A few rounds ol shrapnel soon
shifted it along the donga and it appeared on the plain behind the
donga about 400 yards to the right, One man was distinctly seen
to fire it and run away and sit down about 20 yards from it, Our

pom-pom socn shifted it, and it was not fired again., Our lounted

Infantry were all.this time working round to the left and we heard

a terrific burst of Nauser fire with a few Lee Metfords in reply.

Evening was now drawing nipgh and the whole force retired about &
mile and bivouacked, The bulk of our transport had come up by this
time, but our hospital with the rest of my Bearer Coy. didn't

wrrive, The Brigade Supply Column also had not arrived, and
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miles went hungry to rest. We made a most excellent stew out of

& chickens. our chef being a staff sergeant who had been & mast
cook in.a large hospital at home for 5 years., Some ol the ste
had put sside for the morrow.

12th | The Brigade moved on at 6 o'clock. There was a very

Falalel

cold east wind blowing and 1t must have ruffled my niggers! tempe:
One fellow, who spoke a little English, refused to inspan the muale
because he had had no grub given to him, I ought to have beaten
him on the spot, but he was persuaded, and did his work. He how-
ever stirred up a spirit of revolt among the other natives and tl
were very sulky and worked very badly. The rules were never so

badly driven. The ringleader gave me a chance later on, and I
punched his head well for him and also promised him a s
later on., It soon became obvious that the enemy had vacated their

position during the night. We pushed on and f«

trenches to the right of the railway line near where thelr 18-
pournder had been, About 9 o'clock we halted on & large plain
after passing through a rumber of small hills. From this place,
right into XKroonstad there were signs of a very large force of

Boers having occupied it the day before, e saw a rmmber of our

empty biscuit tins lying about with a few of the empty woode:

Q00 1
cases, These bore the inseription "0fflcer in charge Supplies,
A e | = 41 o : o 1
Cape Town'. From this place to the drift the poslition was &n
enormously strone one, full of ravines backed by hills of varying
height. This place could have been held by a very small force,
and as one passed throupgh 1t, one felt very thank: that the




1ot made a stand., The first drift was easily crossed amdl we were

in camp to the south of the town by about 32

olclock, A larpe

railway brldge to the south ol the town wns found intact. About

SR T . with ¥4 hernat : -
rd Roberts, wlth Kitchener ang his whole Staff, headed

.
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the Infantry and, crossing the second drift, me

marched through the

t{:l‘:.'rl. I‘TE-'Q CI‘[?:":-’L‘L]‘.C:‘S- werea ll.’.'!!?iﬁ.)!.r?_‘\,- 1"!;1‘1:.(\_:[' 1-:'}1'23@ came t:ﬂe I"ﬁ."*.'-- (_1‘.':'

the Infantry followed by the Artillery, mhe

the ambulances and bs ze wagons took ahout 2 hours Yo maas 8

2 ¥y T L Amd= The 161 T v = F : - 1 1
given point., The balloon, tled To an ox wapgon, brought up the

rear. To-day I picked up & clip of Mauser captridses
artridges

some reason have been dipped in some fatty, green composition.

QD

\ oo ndorarae waoa vervy Iinec 1t R e - = = =
One of my niggers was very insolent thig morning and refused to

inspan because he had not had his food fipst, He will be florred

to-morrow,

153th MAY, The ni
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ger was cheeXy &again this morning, and when

went after him he gave me cheek, and whep I collared him

£4 et LEs] 1. S T ‘ ey o | EE o ; 1o - e
fight. We threw him, and then tied his hands and brought him

along to the Frovost larshal who awarded him a dozen lashes T

had him tied to an ambulance wheel and put on a strone man to
I n a strong man to

I A1 180 lar atradel : T Fad. 4+ g o el
He couldn't flog stralght so I had to finigh the Job myself., He
is now like a lamb and very busy making crib

out of. Ve sre restin~ here teo-day and

washed, Irvine 1s still with us, and half
a ik A




a lot of work to-day and fixed up the ambulances ready for

another move, I went into t town this afterncon and had a lool

round., It is a very miserable, dusty little village, I saw g

lot of prisoners whom we have taken and some of them were of a

very low type of face, Then I saw a Russo-Dutch ambulance

-
bef
el

had a long chat with one of the patients who had been recently

operated on. He told me that he didn't think

last more than a month or so longer. I asked ¥ they hadn't
made a stand here and he said "how could we ? If we did you
would get round us and we can't stand much longer in eny place,
e sald that there would be a stand at Pretoria, which was
strongest place he knew., He told me that Joubert had died from
strangulated hernia, He also said that the burcgher advanced when
he was told, but that if he fnﬁtd the place too hot he went off

without waiting for cl*:".'.c*.:*::, and this ke said was very diffTerent
E 3 & shal

from our dies

%]

ipline, He said that they had lost about 900 killed
and that they had only 60,000 men to start with, I saw Donoven
who was trying to get rid of a lot of sick. Also Enthoven, who
used to be with us at Saugor,

MAY 14, Stevenson and his secretary turned up this morning by
OX wagon to try and make some arrangements for disposing of the

gick, All 3

£a

bustle and confusion, The men are coming sick in
great numbers and we have about 50 cases already to leave here,
I sent one ambulance to Thurston to-day., He has just got in with

96 sick, and his he

o
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with a lot of
wounded, Irvine still remains with us, He says that he wen't
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leave untll his half hospital comes up. We got an excellent loaf

T ol . 3 T " ~y . ~ S " % AT e 1~ . ! 1
of bread made yesterday out of some flour we happened to have.

Congo stove 1s a great comfort, enabling us to have a bake

ot
.}
- |

« 1 shall be glad to move out of this dustvy place.
very cloudy all day: I hope it is not poing

discomfort of the troops.

FAY 15th, Irvine's half turned up this morning with a

sick and wounded. Their Brigade went on, and they will

lot of

have to

catch it up as they can. Irvine will go to it this afternoon,

Palmer 1s with it st1ll, 111, but not very bad, No word

rid of sick yet and our Brigade may move to-morrow; if

shall bave to go on and leave Tate to follow.

MAY 16th. Donivan came over yesterday and wanted to send Tate

. Todrn Thiypedam afr +la 9 H = 3 = 3 A el += T 2

to joln Thurston at the lst. Brigade, and that Irvine and I were

t-CI remain wi t-':l 1. }.Ie J‘" e S 1y e e "'.I. - SRR [E Gl I i S R
ANe LIl WAL 8l G prigFade, late and 1 said that we knew the

ord Brigade better than the other, and so he consented

remain with it. It gave us a fright, for I had just taken over

Jameson's stores and given him eredit in his mess L& I b
- ¢ Ay e shal s ttorhed - thae 2 ¥ 5 -3

sald that I was only attached to the Bearer Coy. until

back, Irvine left him very ill at Cape Town so I don't

is very much chance of his coming Dbaeclt apain, Thev are

difficulty with the railwav than Lhey expected at first

say that 1t won't be up for several days, MNeamwhi)

¢lent has come up for the force by ox wagon., The lst

=} 1 1 B -~ * ~ |
4th Cavalry Brigades were ordered on vesterdav, but the
3 3 ut the

He al=zo
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Cottell came

th

there

havine more

e
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of getiing




countermanded., We shall probably stand fast until the railway comes

up and brings supplies., French has asked Roberts to let our DBde,

a= T e SR T o ol
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go on instead of the 4th., but I hear
for then we should be ripght up at the front., They have cleared out

the pews out of the Dutch Church and are making it into & hospital,.

>

We are sending 27 sick by ox wagon this evening to rail-head,
Dalton of ours is lying in one of the hospitals here with abdominal
symptoms, I expect that riding has not agreed wilth him, He was

warned against riding by several, including Cheyne. I am wondering

=

whether Cheyne is going to ask for me in his place, but am afraid

. .

that he won't get anyone, owing to the great scarcity of our
] £y ¥ 2 L = o

fellows. I met Moores this evening and he is very bired of his

job, He would give a good deal to be where I am, HNo mall yet, but

of one by ox transport in a day or two.

we live

I took two very pretty photos of the wrecked bridge with the valley

in the background. It is by far the worst smash that the Boers

have made of any bridge - 4 spans, all wrecked,

NAY 17th., Had a field-day with teeth. Two officers, and £ niggers.

One of the latter was grinning while the other's tooth was being
teken out, but his own, when his turn came, was a picture, He
looked as though he had lost aixpence. At 1 p.m, the Brlgade got
orders to mové back to a place on the line 30 miles south of
Kroonstad, Our hospitel was so full that it had to stop where it

was and I had to go with 4 ambulances and a water cart. e don't

Lo

know what is up but there are rumours of our going to cut ofl szome

Boers. We haven't much chance of doing thils, judging by prevlous

A
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experience. We got off

- A1 SRi s
named he line,

before we entered Kroonstad.

grazing, the mules gave

VErY

have ‘ore-leg tied up wh

=

seem to mind the twitch and n

eut with his fore foot.

1le he
nearly

He fe

p.m., had a nice easy march to a plac
quite near where the action took place

We are now encamped

AMONE

ittle trouble to-day, but

VP Y
oL

harnessed, He dldn't

s being

knocked one of our fellows bralns

1t quite helpless with his leg tied

up., We passed crowds of mounted infantry going up to Kroonstad and
also & battery of @olt guns of the galloping variety. I also met

Bailey of the 12th Lancers, w

up to rejoin

goir
able

o = |

to come along st night

for our s &

L

had 46 slc our h

iz

miles the other

LY

and they were y put on 6

L |'l
retions for a probable 3 days

to t

L]

ita

H

them and manapged

shame to treat sick 1like that

r

ebout it and that it was

now

Or".“l:

the

ho had recovered from his wound, and is

dis
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Tate was ppointed at not belng

After we had made all arrangements

-

and

&

=1 e

ransport officer came slong aid he

ospital, having brought them from 6

tad, None of our men were with

them,

ox wagons with 32 tins of mllk as
! journey, Ve had to get tions for

m UT? with ourt!s.

34

, but we hope there was some mistake

intentional.

MAY 18th. We had a nice start at 8 a.m, and I was able to flt my
harness properly for the irat Gime. ‘ot baclk te r ol 1P
about 11 o'clock, he Brigade shifted on to new ground, but we
couldn't stir owing to e number of sick in hospital There wers
two deaths last night d one or two more are very bad., Two large

convo}




can do to feed the force here, The horses are not gettines hav
and short ra

lona of oata, We are wonderingzg where the traction

30 mach about, The country from
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Bloemfontelin is an ideal one for them and 3, I ghould think, could

find this army easily. I had a long chat with Major 0'Reillvy of

the K.I.Fusiliera, He i1z Head S5ignalling Officer with Roberts and

was in Natal with Buller, and their Regiment lost pretty heavilr,
e I 3

.

He says that --=-=-- i3 mad and that ——-=--=- the M,0. iz frightfully

L4

lazy, and that he and Reeves are on very bad terms. Reeves was not
wounded at all, He says that the general Impression amongst the
Staff 1s that the war won't last much longer. .The pecple are
giving up thelr arms very freely here, The post office Sergeant

L=

whom I photographed on Sallsbury Plain says we won't get any mail

unt1ll the rail is well up, and then we may m

ss it unless they
send it on before we sbart, I took 21 men into the town last

night and got them off by ox wagons. Our men are knockinc up now.

=

LEA = Yy J L) e Tat . T e g 1 rr o e - &, 3
KAY 19th. A nigger whom I flogged a few days ago refused to go

on guard, so I sent him up again, He was awarded 20 lashes this
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time. When he came back I told him I w
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and he said “"flogzing no good, fine me a pound™, He was in a

. o= | by =Y - # A E .  LIE ] !
mortal funk for he expected to be beaten this time by a proper
& W - =i! il
1ambaole ard 2 vt e with fh4a v ld -1 . T T
sjambok, and =20 cuts with thiazs would rather mike a mess of him,
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Cheyne won't get anyone else.
ceveral of Tate'!s men are down with fever and will
have-to be left. Jamescn 2lso has fever, so 1 have to

turn and help Tate, -There 1is
or men of ocur Corps and 1t 1=
manage to keep well,

Part of the force wi
on Tuesday. I asked a Boer th

Reserve of

absolutely no

rightfully hard on those who

move on konday and we probably

afternoon whether they

recognised any fever of the kind our troops are suffering from
and he said that the only fevers they knew of were Enterilc, and
in some parts of the country, klialaria; I see that Roberts is

making all that surrender give

belng given showing thelr valu
who conceal arms on thelr fa:
thing they have. The loss of

Lancers have over 80

Ice formed last

ol

South Africa of

ing last

a3t

and spread quickly to our Brig

i
P

ing the One did
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Railway line.

an unexpected issue of rum or

This morning hear th
from Australia, ting

s all right., Weis

We have not aeen a

-':-":.-"tr a

canvas

up their horses as well,x

recelipt:

e; and that all property of thos
g iz to be forfelted, and every
horseflesh still contimies. 17th

Bloemfontein,
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bad for

=]

8y, £

There was tremendous cheer-

arted with the llounted Infantry

ade and the Infantry who are mak-

not know whether it was due to

to the receipt of good news,

1t a w racalved -E..i;\'- RHobertsa

him on the relief of Mafeking,so

ls0 hear that Buller i3 at
paper for over a fortnight now,
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but we feel that things are going well and don't worry.

MAY 20th, Stevenson the P,M,0, had picked out sbhout 250 cases to

o,

send down by ox wagon convoy, and this would have set free a mumber
of beds in the town hospitals, so that we could have got rid of our

ck. We had also picked out 21 to go down. In the afternocon he

was told by the Director of Transport that no convoy was going to

be sent, for all the wagons were to be used to push supplies up to

-

the front. Stevenson was very sick when he heard this and took

Tate in to see Kitchener, and explained that he was going to send

= L 4 4

me on with the Brigade as a scratch hospital, Kitchener said:

“very well, but you must evacuate and let the hospital go forward
on Tuesday", Tate is very sick at being left behind again,

Jameson 1s 1ill wilth fever and will probably have to be left behind.

e B R

The youth used to strip naked in the open every morning before the

T v 217 S s e W B S VT, S el e e

sun was up and sponge all over with cold water. We warned him

about 1t, but it was no good. However, he wishes he hadn't done
B By - o £ = m - - 3 -1 S eI ral

it now, If he goes sick, Tate and I will run both shows, for I

have nothing to do when resting in camp.

MAY 21st. It was

a bitterly cold morning. Moore - our servan

ct
I

woke me at 4 o'clock by mistake, instead of 5 o'eclock. His watch

was wrong and I haven't got one. Its not wortih gebtting one now

D L Wi 1 1 naa prougnt ! oLl one i 1Le did, Lierre wa £
strong breeze blowing and 1t was cold, I put on my chamoils wvest

and was glad of it. It remained quite cold up to 2 p.m, and then

got warmer, We were off at 6,15 a.m, and took a long whiile to
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cross the

were supposed to be going 15 mlles, I left my wagon and T
cart and kept up gquite easlly with the Wle soon left the
road and have been describing clrecles on the day. There
were Boers aboubt and our left flank came up with them and
éxchnndnﬂ a few shots with no effect. We halted beside a good dam
at 12 o'clock and I watered the mules by driving them it, it

saved an enormous

started a fire and just manaped tea before we started off again,
Roberts issued a confidential memo last nlght about looting, and
military polic vered about all day on the march to prevent it,
The advanced guards and cavalry scouts are the chief offenders,

and Roberts is very angry sbout it. While passing some kaffirs’
huts I saw about 15 little kids squatting ageinst some plles of

cow dung fuel, They looked so comic that I got off and took a
photo, BSome were very frightened and E or & were howling, I got

a white kid (goat) and put it in front, but it persisted in walking

out of the picture., At last a child of about 3 grasped what I

to want and as the goat was walkking away 1t caught hold of
it and was staring at me - I snapped it off on the spot and it
ought to be a very curious piecture, Ve have done about 24 miles

T ATl -1 4 w1 awd R syt ] v T - = T = A F 3 1
I should think, and the mules were ravenous for theilr food, e
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9.490 nov, I arranged for my bLuck .wapgons and water cart to travel
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ahead of the supply wagona and 1t reached us before darik, It
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didn't matter much, however, f{or ave equipped each wagon witl
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food and water, and so each one is quite indspendent of anything

3 - F = o |
else for 3 whole days, In this way we are able to leave the heavy
wagons to come on slowly, and we keep where we ought to be, viz:

just behind the cavalry and guns.

MAY 22nd, e had orders to be ready by 7 a.m. but we didn't

start till 7.30, There was a very-heavy dew and it was pretty

cold, but nothing like the previous day. Last night a flag of

-
truce came in with a letter from General Botha for Lord Roberta.

The enemy 1is evidently in force ahead for we simply crept along

4
L]

and kept on changing our direction. 10 prisoners gave themselves
up this morning, most were very respectable locking. At 1 p.m,
we made for a farm-house where there was a zood dam and walted
for helilozraphic orders from scme other Brigade before golng on.
As they did not arrive by 5 o'clock we pitched camp where we were
We have only come about 24 miles in a direct line from Kroonstad,
whereas we expected to do 45 by this time, I've had a lot of
trouble with the mules. They served me out with raw-hide strips
called reins to tie them together at nizsht and to the wagon. I
a&i-:ed.fm‘ chains but there were none. The mules llike to chew

]

raw~-hide, and so they were constantly getting loose. At Kroonstad

-

was passing through the A.5.C, lines when I saw a lot of these

chains in a box, I managed to get them and fixed up all the new

miles (52)

-

then they started to eat the poles of the wagona and
I had them covered with tin, Then thevy turned their attentlion to
the swingle trees, foot-boards and leather aprons. They seratch

themaelves arainst the wapon at nisht and shalke them, malting

1em, LY}
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impossible to sleep in the wagon., I had the 10 from my wagon
tied to the water cart, first having removed anything eatable in
the shape of sacks, woed, etc. This morning 2 spokes were half
eaten through. Then I thought I would tle them all together in
a ring, so to-night I have 66 mules all chained 1In a circle and
one of the drivers on duty lying in the centre, The mules are
perfectly quiet and I think T shan't have any more trouble with
them., There is nothing for them to eat but the grass and the
driver. I have the centre board taken out of one wagon and my
bed made down inside, I huvc dinner, and write, and am out of
the cold and wind. There is no doubt that a Bearer Company is
the comfortable thing to have charge of. I have a new servant,
a most excellent lad who walts on me hand and foot and gets all
my food, I never was so comfortable,

MAY 23rd, 7 months to-day since I left England. I wonder how

ot S il 3

give mach

== I

mach longer 1t is going to be. The mules did not
trouble last nizht and I think after a day or two they will be

easy day marching

o

2

getting used to being ringed, Ve had a vem

L

parallel to Roberts and the Infantry. liade a lony halt in the
middle of the day and reached camp about 5 o'clock. Juat time
to get camp fixed up before dark, General Gordon asked me to

dinner: he 1= one of the nicest men I have ever met, We dined

in the open and it was biltterly cold: my hands are so cold that

I can hardly write, so "Good Night",

-

MAY 24th, We started at 6 o'clock., Very cold. There was a very

short steep drift after about 3 miles and one of my ambulances
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had a narrow escape from turning over, Then 3 miles further on

there was one of the steepest drifts we have yet met. We put

on the drag shoes and brakes and tled the hind wheel a3z well

and managed 1t all right. The river was called the "Rheinoster"
and we were very lucky in getting over the drift so well., On
the other side was a farm house. A 9th Lancer had gone sick
while we were marching, so my staff sergeant, who is an old
campaigzner, went on on the horse and got 17 1lbs. of butter for

2/ an

£k

15 eges for 1/-. Later on he got a lot of potatoes for
2/-, All round, the day's foraging was very successful, We
halted from 11 till 1 p.m, and then word came that we were to
move on to about 1,000 yards and camp for the nlght. ¥You can
imagine our surprise to find the Guards Brigade bivouacked just
over the slope where we were, It will give you an idea of the
extent and nature of the country, for we had no knowledge of
their whereabouts, though of course our scouts must have had,
Soon after, Tate arrived with the hospital, He had a very busy
time getting rid of hils sick and he left Jameson behind, We are
going to run the show together., I had a grand sponge down in
the ambulance and got a little washing and ‘airing done. It is
quite a treat to have a few hours in camp in the afternoon, Ve
are only 2 days' march from the Vaal., Every day prisoners are
giving themselves up and all say that the ena is near. ¥We heard
of the formal annexation of the Free State to-day. I got some
good water from a quarry hole on the march, The troops are
drinking from an ordinary dam end 1t looks very dirty, thouzh
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probably quite safe, being only muddy.

lian, 18

e

of the civ
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I'm glad we
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stores out of him

got rid
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¥
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 06th. We were off apain at 6 a.m, T had to leave 3
e

4lances with Tate to bring his sick along, and I took two., We
ted about 11 o!clock beside a deep spruit and I went off to some

oir huts. I got 2% doz. eggs for 2/6 end 2 fowls for 2/-; one

, the fattest T had ever seen, and we are going to have it roasted

a Kaffir pot to-morrow. About this time we heard seyveral loud

a1

plogions which were evidently from the Vaal Bridge. OUne of the
grican Scouts had been to Gordon just before this and gaid that

s bridge was intact, and that if he rot a fresh horse he would

ol =
, back and try and cut the wires and save 1it. Why he did not do

=

. garly this morning is more than one can tell, We passed severad

alie fields this morning and got lots for the mules. The ground
s have been passing over has been very dull and uncultivated, butb

sther better to-day. We are only & or 7 miles from the river and

he whole Army is on our left with Roberts. At 3.30 we were turned

ut suddenly to look for a convoy which had been reported seen, but
|

b was o false alarm and we got back just before dark having filled
| wore saclks with mealles. As the forage has not vet come up,they
11 be useful. We are having 6 eggs each for supper, but they are

= L

inly the size of the Indian ones.

wY 27th. We were ready to start at 6 a.m, but agot word that we

e e

lere to stand fast - untll 12 o'clock. About 9@ o'clock Mauser

':*'-Tin"‘\ was heard to our ricsht front and the Brisade was turned out.
e went about 3 miles and then our scouts came in touch with {1

i

Pom-pon and later on a iew

(8]

memy, They gave them a few rounds

rounds of shell were thrown ameng some kraals, Then we went on




to a farm and I got 2/- worth of Boer meal so that we shall have
bread as soon as we halt, We shifted on, and the enemy opened

fire with a Long Tom on some of the cavalry who were waterine

was following them up and was climbing over a steep hill =3

slowly,
gquite alone with the ambulance, when they dropped a shell 50
yards from, and in a direct line with the tailboard of the last

wagon. It must have been deliberate, We trotted on and pot
of range. They sent 4 or 5 more but they all went wide, About
2.30 p.m, we moved towards the Vaal Drift, Ve were keeping off
the enemy while the Army crossed. At 4 o'clock we got to
Vereeniging, a great coal-mining place., The 3 miles to the drift
vas awfully sandy and tiresome. The drift was a splendid one

m

and we were soon across, The main coal mine 13 in the Transvaal

and the Boers hadn't time to ruin it, so it will begln working

to-morrow, Great luck for us., After crossing we had to go 2

miles alongz the bank and have pitched our camp quite close Lo the
Rallway Bridge, One girder is blown up here, and the damage is
slizht, Just after we zot in vie heard another explosion at the
bridge and thought we were being shelled, but it must have been
onl& a dynamite cartridze which has not gone off before, It has

been bitterly cold all day and at one time we thought we were

going to have snow, I had a tent pitched for ourselves when we
[ =] L] -

got in end we are very comfortable, Ny fellows Picked up a
sucking pig and killed it while I was sway from the wapgon, They
had alsc taken a sack of mealles out of a house, but I Lhe
give it up., They are rsreat looter: . r they alwayvs ha the

S35 .
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and just hit off the head of the Brigade which was about a mile
behind, There was a plle of Kaffir corn (seme as the Indian

day and near was a pretty little farm. It was gquite surrounded
by water and one had to cross by a bridge. I met one of the 17th
Lancers officers coming away from it and he said you won't get
anything there, However, I went on, and after a poocd deal of
trouble managed to make them understand what I wanted, I got 2
doz. eggs, § 1lb. of butter, and socme bread, for 2/-. Then I came
back and had a ripping lunch. 3 Eggs, bread and butter and Vienna
sausage. About 2 miles further on we came to a deserted house
which was packed with Oat hay, worth 6d. & bundle, The men piled
up thelr wagons and horses, and as we didn't expect casualties

and as they had shelled my wagons yesterday, I retasliasted by fill-
ing 2 wagons to the top. The horses were on the mlserable allow-
ance of 5 lbs. of mealies per horse, so the battery and the 9th
Lancers were awfully glad of the stuff in the evenine, My mules
ate until I thought they would burst, and they kept it up most of
the night. Our journey lay through a wvalley about 8 or 9@ miles
broad, parallel to the rallway. There were hills on each side

and this was one of the places which we heard thevy were coin~ to
defend, With big guns on each side they could have prevented ocur
advance 1in this direction, t?&:ﬁh net of course in another, At

one place we found trenches dug richt down to the river. Three

LYal: 2 4 aom % | T T I . - » : ;
2oers came in from their farms with their rifles and said that if




the Transvaalers knew of the Proclamation, mumbers would come in

and surrender., Just before we halted I got enother chicken and

somé egps. There was a Cape Cart at a Kaffir's hut w

il

to a Boer, and I got permission to commandeer it, but found it

]
was no good. We had a bad drift to cross at dusk and Tate wesn't

able to get up to us owing to an ammun breaking down,
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and encamped behind us. Fortunately we had our beddins with nus
L (= | ’

W
ul

and food. We were short of wood, but I bezzed some from a supply

]

E
Por .

off'icer and we got on nicely, 1t was a very cold night and hoar
frost in the morning, While we were marching along in the after-
noon we heard that a Scout had come from Johannesburg and told

cur General that the Boers had set it on fire. There was & clou
of smoke in the direction of the place, but most of us thought it

was the veldt on fire., All around us the grass was blazling, but

whether done purposely by the Boers or accid

by the men
one doesn't know, We put out several fires which had been caused
by careless men dropping matches. At night the sight was
magnificent., One of our Corporals came to our camp after dark,
to see if he could get back his kit. He had put it on the ground
while he helped to light a fire and someone out of the supply
column

» Which was. going past at the time, stole it. It contained

all he had, a-sult of clothes and - what he Lhought worst about -

his Queen's

wecolate, It was hard luck.

. ¥ on . = E g Mg de 2 ] ¥ s
agaln at o0.45 and Tate rejolned us a few
J

are, but followed t) apeace across the Klip Rive:
— I'u--l-'x. —_
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on to a good road. It was intensely cold, After about a mile we

v

rinz was heard to our left front. It went

L3

halted. Very heavy f

on till about 9 o'clock. Then we got orders to do a flanking move

turn the enemy's left which was in action with

to our right and
cur mounted infantry, We started off at a pgreat pace, Several
of the pun horses had to be changed, for 5 1b. of mealies is not
mich for a big horse to do hard work on. At last ve came to the
telegraph wires which were on the Johamnesburg-Natal route. One
of the R,E. was up the pole at once with Wire ecutters, and started
cutting the wires, Messapes were a3sing along at least three of
them, for the men say that when they zot both hands on the wire
cutters, in some cases they were quite powerless for a few seconds
and then were able to cut: this clearly shows that there was a
strong electric current passine throu~h st the time, with interrup-

4 T 1 - Vre e . o ] - ]
tiona, Near nere was a good stream wl

watered, and glso a
few zinc houses. One was occupled by a German woman who apparently
was so pleased to see us that she was giving all her fowls awav to
the men for nothing. After this we came up with some of the M, I,
and lenrned that they had driven Botha and 7,000 men back, and

. p— | £ T 34
met a mimber of LN 1ans

vere awfully pleased to hear

lew up the rallwar 1ine

Llway line,which

runs to Durban, so that any trains down that way nust remain

From here we came into the Gold-fields, and 1t was a very pretty
sight. Numbers of mines scattered all over the veldt with

enormous pilles of white glistenins sand rou




the residue of the Quartz after the gold has been extracted from
it., It 1s then very fine sand, and must rise in eclouds when o
strong wind blows, We struck the maln line at a place called

Oosrand. The line is exceedingly well kept and the station build-
ings very nicely kept. The Landrost's wife at this place was
sitting in her verandah and was shot through both thighs by.a
ﬁullet which came from one of our men who was firing. At one
statlion we picked up & man of Lumsden's Horse who had been shct
through the knee earlier in the day., He was one of the party who
tried to cut off a train from Johannesburg to Pretorla, laden with
cattle and Boers, If they had been a quarter of an hour earlier
they would have been able to have torn up & rail and capbture the
lot, They came up just too ldte and the Boers opened fire on them
from the train, which got away. This chap was a Coffee Planter
from Mysore and didn't find war such a picnic as he thought it was
going to be. While we were halted, I got a message from a ledical
Officer to ask me to send an ambulance 6 mlles to bring in another
man who was at a farm, shot through the abdomen. It was of course
quite out.of my power to do thiﬁ as my mules were done up, and it
would have done the man no good to jolt him along in an ambulance
From Ocsrand, we bore to ocur left, right throush the mines,

HLE -y - N 1
Wilitwatersrand

; one of the richest of the mold-bearing areas, Tt

stating that this claim, rumber so-and-so, belonged to such and
such a man, These I suppose have all been abserbed bv the mining

companles, I had no ldea that the minins business was such




My 4 drivers found 4 suits of

rt of it, At dus

extensive one, and we only passed through

to water, and we zot some spring onions to flavour
our stew, I now discovered one of my boys (the one I had flowee
dressed .out in new clothes, and with a white shirt, I was told
that while I was on ahead earlier in the day, that they had come
Lo a deserted farm which had been looted by some of our cavalry,
thes complete and are very
pleased with themselves, My men found sundry other thinga,

including som

Lo}

flour, and a very large enamelled kettle and a
deck cheir, The road to the camp lay acrosa a large drain which

was crossed by a narrow rotten bridge. My first waszon nearly
cleared it properly, but the driver managed to let the near front
wheel go over the side and then there was a mess The fore
carriace of the waoon came int ¢ the bridze with a erash an I
made sure the Wwagon was wrecked, However, we took out the miles
and ran 1t back, It was all right, so we ran it and the other

one over by hand and then put the teams in

T was a narrow
€éscape, Our camp was only about a quarter of a mile farther on
and we were glad to get to it, - We got lots of wood solne through
the mines nd rewr had a 4 - $ oy iy el hinkan w4 Apoe S
Lie mines, and now had a Dlg 1ire on Al 8 cnlcken fricassee I

It was splendid, In the middle of it a sailor and a Guardsman

turned up and wanted to know where the camp waas, Tr

r had been
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detached earlier in the dav Lo tear up a rail and stop a train
CTl DO S ) . | o emd= 3 - P T . s, - . % =
wihilecn had just passed dewn to Johannesburgz, and lost Cheir

division. Thev had no kit or beddins and had

advised them to stop where they were and I gave them a
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Army Ratlons and some coffee and biscuits,
the fire, and went away in the morning very grateful, The sailor
said that we had 10 guns trained on the place where the rail was
up Iin case the train ventured back, Our suppoly column did not

turn up so the troops and horses went to bed hungry, except ifor

what they had picked up on the way,

Yih, Cur orders were to walt for the supply column, so we

expected a Europe morning and lay on till about 7 o'clocl:, Afiter
breakfast I went over to the Glencairn mine, which was Just
behind us, to take some photos while here. I heard an occasional
Mauser and thought it was some snipers. It soon inereased, and

1 saw a squadron of cavalry tearing up the hill, and then our Lee
lietfords and laxims began to play. Then the order to saddle up
was given and men were pushed up to the front as fast as possible,
Shells began to burst close to our camp, and it was obvious they
were trying to rush us., Four of ocur guns were sent up and 2 came

back and took up a position in the rear so as to cover a retire-

ment. The*wagons which had just bezun to come up were all sent
back, also the rezimental carts, I inspanned, but stood where

I was, Tate formed up in rear, Word now came that an officer

S T Ao a4 e 1 = Fidn o T — ER R s BT
of the Pom-pom was hit, I was goins to him when T met the k.0,
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ol the pattery, and sent him, Then word came for lances: I

took them near but wouldn't let them g0 into the firing line

H
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rest of my 5 wagons, The shellinec was awful. but the butchapr! g
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bill was only 5 wounded, including 3 officers. One poor chap was
shot through the cheat and the bullet cut his spine aeross and
paralyséd him below the middle, It was a very sad casse, It was
impossible to send the sick and wounded on, so Tate got the mess-
house of the mining employees and made it into a hospital, To-

v means of the 2 ambulances I left him, take them
Lo r

morrcw he will b
all to the mine hoapital which iz 2 miles away, and leave them

there., After a while the enemy were driven back and we then

realised what we had escaped. Owing to an awful blunder or mis-
understanding our front was not pr perl:_paﬁrolled. On the other

slde of the hill which was sheltering us was a farm, well wooded,

8lso a mine, and extensive plantations of young trees. The Boers

had. under cover of these concentrated about 400 men, and 4 guns, .
and 1 Pom-pom, It is hardly credible, but in the broad daylirht :’
at 7,50 a,m, they crept up the face of the hills on the other side

of which we were, and providentially were discovered by a

by

atrol
of the 16th Lancers who happened to be going out at that hour to
scout, These 40 men came In touch with them when they were only

300 yards away, and by their gallantry in holding the ridge, they

enabled support and guns to come up. If 200 or 300 Boers had
manapged to reach the top of the hill under which we were they could

1 = o 3 S T O TR : : S, i [T Bt 1 .
nave openéd such a fire that not a mun could have been broucht up

or taken away and we should have lost the lot, also all our baccage

-l
and the loss in men and horses would have been horrible. There were
practically only one or two narrow exits from the camp where we we)
and few could have escaped. Kornspruit would have been nothine to
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the cultivation, and very eff

do without the fence posts which support the barbed wire used in
dividing the flelds. They are a never-failing source of firewocod

i
&

for the troope. We always take a post or two towards the end of
the march, and are very disappointed when we camp near places

which happen to have stone plllars instead of wood.

3t Our march to-day was a very short one, We were to have
joined French, but the order was cancelled and we patrolled the
Dynamite factory, and finding 1t clear, moved on to
only about 2 miles so we had our camp fixed up by 12 o'eclock and
Il had a bath and a change of clcthes and got some washing done,

The only Englishman who was allowed to remain here was the land-

1

scape gardener employed by the Company. He came out to meet us
and I had a long chat with him. The factory 1s owned by a company,

chiefly Germans, and it is a wonderfully pretty place

3, very large

and well wooded. There are 260,000 cases of Dynamite in the
magazines., I went over in the afterncon anu managed to get 2 doz,
tins of lilk for 14/-., In Bloemfontein I had to pay 24/- for it.
There 1s & large Casino and a store in connection with it, We
have got a lot of provisions and forage from the place and may be
able to move

on to-morrow., I went over the pardener's place and
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leiently., I don't know what we should
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he had the finest vergetables I ever saw, If we remain here to-

morrow I shall get some from him, He hes asked me to dinner to-

morrow il we stop. He had the "Standard" and "Diggers News" since
the war started, and you never res It was the only
information they were allowed to receive. Tate hasn't Burned un

yet and I have 8 sick walting for him when he does come We are

6,000 It. high here and the climate is perfection.

June lst, We moved at 6 o'clock and only went about £ miles. Then
we halted on a hill and bivouacked, and here we are, I went to the

¢lvil hospital and arranged to get rid of the sick

Doctor in charge gets £1,000 & wyear and all found, He has a large
practice In Johannesburg and is going back there again. The
factory pays 20% dividend. I have got rid of my sick into the
hospital here and they will send them on to Johannesburg civil
hospital to-morrow, Tate may join us to-ni: ht or early to-morrow.

I got all my sick off to the factory hospital yester-

and went up in the afternoon to see them. They were very

omfortable, on spring beds, between the sheets, In the afternoon

we rode down to the Casino and saw the English papers, and met a

L1 4!

lot of the CGerman officials., The manager of the place asked me

and a man of ours named Webb, to breakfast, and offered to show us

' ~

round the ractory. At 6.30 we went- to the gzardener's house and he
fgave us a splendid dinner. They are very nice pecople and wvery

A

hospltable and glad to see us. As we were comins back aboub 9

o'elock, we met 200 Lancers soing away to blow up a bridpg This
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morning we went to breakfast, and I expected a food meal, it

was the Continental idea of breakfast, 2 fried Eggs, Chocolate
and beautiful bread, not an English breakfast e had a lovel
house, nicely furnished, Then we went over the

the whole show explained to us., Unfortunately it was not workins

but we understood most of 1t, First we saw where the Acids are
made and concentrated and stored. Then we went to the Dynamite

Factory proper, and had that explained, Everything l1s on an
enormous scale and very perfect. The grounds are exqulsitely
&

planted with trees and shrubs. Altogether they have a place to

- o

be proud of. I had read one of the latest booksa on the Transvasl,
and had got the ldea that the place was a fraud and only bull
put money in the pockets of ﬁhe Transvaal O0fficials, but I came
away with a very different impression. It is the largeat place
of the kind in the world and I was very glad to have seen it.
While there, a messenger came to say that 3 wounded had come in
I got back quickly and found that most of the brigade had gone
out and 2 of my ambulances were ordered out, I put on riding
breeches and was starting off when I saw the troops coming back.
Then I heard that last night's expedition had failed and that
there had been some stlff fighting. It appears that orders came
from headquarters yesterday by hello to French, and from F eI
to us, that 200 picked men on picked horses were to make a dash
for a bridge on the Delagoa Bay line about 52 miles from here
and blow it up. The General assembled the trcop leaders belore
dangerous

they started and told then that .thev were going on &

0o
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expedition and that the object was to blow up a bridge and pre-

e il
vent the prisoners from being removed from Waterfall, where they

ot

He saild that Burnham the scout and Hunter

wWweston of the Engineers were going, and impressed on them the
necessity for caution and = ilence, and not to light matches,
They took about 50 led horses in case of casualties and 200 men
from the & regiments started, They left at S o'eclock with 2

days' rations. They walked nearly the whole night, leading
norses. They were told that the bridge was held by 50 Boers and
they hoped to rush them, Their lances were taken from them and
they only had their Carbines, Just Eéftre dawn they saw 4 or 5
Boer scouts and tried to cut them off, They failed in this,
these got back to their own force, Then Burnham with his wonder-
ful sight spotted 3 laagers, Immedlately arfterwards the Boers
came out. They were dressed in khaki with slouch hats and were
armed with rifles, Mauser pistols and swords and they moved out
from thelr laager in regular formation 1lilke good mounted infantry
and advanced to the attack., Our men not having lances or swords
could not meet that attack by g:5r~*ﬂ" 80

S ddis

had to fall back., The
enemy rmmbered 400 or 500 and tried to surround them. HRunter
Wieston retired the men by troops, one troop holding a ridge until
the others had reached the next, when they galloped back, In this
way they covered about 10 miles of ground and reached a stone
kraal, The led horses had all been used up and the whole were
very exhausted, so 1t was decided to hold thij 8 place. The men

rere dlismounted ang placed o
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centre., The enemy who were probably Johannesburg Police

reconnoitered this position and decided not to attack it

: o
b e otk
they wheeled round and disappeared., Our men having rested them-
E(||1_;-|_'5 r'\.'\L] -|" eir ‘-.-}C-,-\...ﬂ.-_ ..-11..,.-'1 g 4 -_-In all | e 11 i oAl 4
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CEMD. O llicers were wounded, but 2 rode back, The ogther wvas

the Hon.Freak, a very nlce llittle fellow in the 16th; he was
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irough the abdomen and we heard he died soon afterwards.
One man was killed, and 5 wounded came in themselves

out an ambulance with another M,0. to bring in the other 5 or 6

and it hasn't come back yet. We think it quite posaible that the

enemy read our hellograph, which I heard was not sent in code and

.read, and that they were ready for ua, In the afternoon I had a

mumber of wvisitors from the Factory, including the gardener and
his two daughters whom I showed round the camp, The old chap
promised me some vegelables and I have just sent for them. Tate

i 5

hasn't yet turned up and I can't make out what has happenec

e

to
We are very likely to move to-morrow,

to-morrow.

JUNE ord., Ve left camp at 7 a.ms I got a mule wagon from the

‘ 4 My e ] e e L o S o L A BT T S L
factory and put 6 wounded men and 2 officers on it, and also 7

sick. They all went off to the factory hospital to wait for the
ambulances which went out yesterday afternoon, an 1en Lhey com
in they are all to mo into Johannesburg. Then we dawdled along
on the ri flanl t1l 3 etelock. Vie bhivo red and out ann

but about a 1 of an hour afterwards the

1ich contained full directions as to the time of departure, and

S 1




cavalry
reporte
aoon af
and we
:[:1-_1-... 1.|.'1':1
were co
A lot o
of shor
into Jot

Brigade

to =sadd

A

i -
cerwards

all went

dt was

ntimally going

le up and make

d to be evacuated, The mans and

Tate ti

1

rned 1

[

.
i

inte bivouac

blazing

f men soon put

t grass.

%
A TTE 2
1B NNeE a LV

won't ¢

they counldn't w

turned up with

Tate
rg and

ome to

'I!I era w

off, p

the fire out and

had a

grief g

a rash

p. He had

- st e
together
2T @ A=
e wanted

robably

job to get rid of his sick

oing on

e

ait until to-morrow.

no end

from the boarding hous

Elandsf

Wwe are

and cold beef

met our

night b

ontein.
goline to

L

ith, Wse w

Brigade,

efore, a

had evidently n

L 3 LIl
i .
10°LTsS &8

MM O O

= -"-l‘" ]
L3

1l lasted

. :
rnd =aone

We hav

have

cabbage and mashed potatces, Coffee for dinner,
L — 3 o 4 T, 1 = o - . -
iere off again at 6.30, and about 6 miles out we
It had been stopped by the Boer outposts the
nd one man of the 9th Lancers was killed, Pretoria

ot been

ur left

vlw T4+
';:‘-.luﬂ 1 L4
Liige Wiol

went int

of glas
g whers

g pitch

£

the rema

o i
evacuat

opened

ed once

ges and

for

= Ta
Falek:

ST —

Pretoria which

we encamped on a

L2
LT ouEn ., J107

Moore, our mess ser

pla

the wounded were taken car

ed a8 tent

ins of a

1’3'1 . ab

P

or ||.-|l_|c-

fire and

| PR

fricaszeed chicken

ount

4=

o,

11 o'elock the

o P -. i g ey o
Ll182 enNemvy I'evul*ned

a4+
| &1 1‘|" -
e ATmy,
i)
OIly
[= =2
16 cers,

Var

CLes which were comma
e of
and are very comfortable,

and

1. - "'
neaa

1 it

Tne cannonade was G

----- __ 1 1 v B 5
Lhi o LLEL - T =R B e e IL:-\."._. G2 On vneir D1l
} Ve T e -4 = ] i o
0 LIl td‘lal; 1./ wag3 8 I"E T &3 Ills L1118
=3 e wh 43 71 a al 5 AVmny i o o -
ing when the flashes from the muns and

e e T - s
S FOLC Qrders Lo go

t, has

A,

ndeared

at

o Bl
'\:\{-‘\:.'l'q.l-

i
My =
. LI1E

remen-




on and cut the Delagoa Bay line, but we had not gone more t

> shan a
couple of miles before we were party of Boer:
just in front of a kopje in the and opened fire
on them, Ve had fired about = 1 our guna when
thelr guns = whilich were on a steep cliff on the other slde of the

plain - opened fire on us. They only had 7-pounder Krupp guns,

but they had completely cutranged our le-poundera and we had to
clear out. Their shells are not nearly as bad as ours when they
burat, but it ia rather slickening to see a smaller gun outranging

our larger ones, Thelr shells came fast and thick, so we left =2

pans on the kopje, protected by a reg!

vt Tl a1ro ] 3
2Nt oL  cavalry, dian Iounce

F i 3

he others went back, in case they advanced, and took up a position

Earlier in the day two of the 17th Lancers were wounded, and I sent
an ¢ For them, IG amon? some huts when some

shells came and forced them to clear out. The firlng ceased at i

and we had a peaceful night. I remained on the plateau all

night thinking that my ambulance would come back, but it found

the Brigade, and I was alone all night. All the ridges round the

place are marked with stone pilllars marking the range irom the
different forts, and we wondered why they didn't pitch some shells

among us while we were halted on the rideges. Three ambulances and

two Cape Carts were soon golng out to the force which we shelled, '

gand to r ire later on,
JUNE 5th. We started at 7 ol'eloclk and to our surprise headed
5 L . - -y 4 1T~ - e - - 1 ¥ y s 3 P

traight for Preteria. owever, we soon learned That it 1d
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mrrerndered at 1l p.m, the n it belore. e got Lo the outskirt
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and halted. Then we were sent back, and have spent the day
wandering sbout over the hills, In the evening we came Lto our
camp, about 5 miles from Pretoria, and we are making ourselves

i A= e

comfortable,

JUNE éth, I have had a very busy day in Pretoria, I went off
about 10 otclock and began looking about for a Mauser carbine,
They are beautiful, light, short weapons, which take 5 cart-
ridges and are much sought after. A guardaman came inte our
camp- laat night and had one with him, He said that he had been
given a glass of whisky to take 1t away., I offered him a
sovereing for 1t, but he wouldn't part., I'm glad now that he
didn't for there are any emount to be had later on., I couldn't

£ am A = i i £ 3 o 4= .-.-'; ™ b I T P Y T wp ¥ 3
find a burgher at first ho had one, although I was offered

many other kinds. At last I went to the place where they are

giving in thelr arms I found a great crowd of men trying to

o

give in their arms and very various patterns they were., Only
one officer was taking them In and giving them permita. He
allowed-me to take one. Outside, the Burghers were begging
any Brltish officer who came along to take their weapons and
let them go. Theilr only desire seemed to ﬁe to get rid of
thelir arms and get away. One chap pressed me to take a

¥ a9

le called a KEraj=Jerzensen. It is a beautl

weapon, which takes 5 shots. The magazine 1s at the side,

T4 - £ ot de . e L) = . | - ayydd S 7 3 &3 i
It is sighted up to 2200 yards and is a beautifully finished
TFc T2 - 5 = Y= . i - [ - ] ¥ 3] s

weapon, worth at least £9, I took it from and he was




wfully pleased, Then his friend wanted me to take his rifle, and

was very disappointed because 1 wouldn!'t, In the afterncon I went

up to one of the forts, looking for curiocs., I got an old bayonet
and 2 short sworda, I bought a EKruger penny for a shllling, These

T 3 - B oom re - ¥ e - — i oo
colns are very scarce, The lad 1s going to try and get me 2 1

shillings, but they also are very sascarce, The Kruger penny was

bei sold in Bloemfontein for thirty shillings. Toc-morrow, if we

don't move, I shall try to get some stamps, 1 which are certain to

be valuable, Later on I met Stevenson, the P,N.0., and had a long

chat with him. Nearly all our officers and men have escaped. The
Boers tried to get them to march away, but they told them to zo to
a certain warm place, and, overpowering the guard, got away. There

will be a conference to-morrow, and the general Impression 1s that

TL Sl

1T &

thewr are ~oinr to chuck. We all hope they will, for we don't want
the job of lunting them among the Lj rdenburg mountalns, We can't

move far at present, owing to the frightful conditlion of our horses.

JUNE Tth, I went into Pretoria this morning and made for the Post

office, I found the Postmaster, who was very civil, but the few

stamps which had been left 1n the place had all been sold to the

enterprisine British officer who had been befgore me. He managed

LT}

to find a few fourpenny ones, He showed me a few old stamps which
he sald were valuable, and I bought 15/s worth as a speculatilon.
In the street I met the suards who had been over the prisoners at
w e ¥ H N S = a1 i o e atr '|t 1 1 a1 b M%) 5 s
Watervaal, being marched through the street under escort. There
were 21 of them. Verlly, the tables are turned. There was a bit

of a fizht there yesterday and the Doers turned thelr guns on the




escapling prisoners who had to run for their 1

vesa, I think we haxre
got all but 950 who were enticed into tralns, under the imp

that they were being taken into Pretoria to be handed over to us,

but instead, they were taken along the eastern line and m

another prison. Crowds of Boers are coming in, and there is every
aign of the end of the war, I shall be sick if we have to go on
again. We got 2 fine loaves baked to-day. A half-pound loaf

sells here for sixpence, I can't find much more to photograph here
and am afraid that I shan't make very much more out of that branch.
I hope that the journallstiec line turns up trumps. I put a new
lining into my small khaki cap this afﬁernoan, and also made a tea

cosy out of thin sacking and tow: our other one got lost a few

JUNE 8th. Tate went into Pretoria to-day and tried to get rid of

our sick, We have 1 officer and 25 men. There was very heavy
firing near us, and distant firing from the Boers in reply. I tock
the sick into Pretorila iIn 4 ambulances; at 2 o'clock the Officer
nt to a hoapital in the town, but the men went to the Hacecourse.
This is the place where the Boers confined all their prisoners,
1

until they became too mimerous and had to be transferred to

L=

Watervaal, It 1s belng fitted up as an hospltal. Illoat of the men

—

whom I tock were put into the loose boxes which are used for the
ponies during the racea. Poor Tommy! Not much of a hospital, but

8 palace to what he has had to put up with lately., The raceccurse

does not appear to be a difficult place to have escaped from, but

LR L
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the town is surrounded by hills and would have been a difficult

place to have got away from. On my way back I saw our released

prisoners being armed with the Martinis which the Boers have given
up. Some of the men looked very thin and pale, and weak. 1 got

4

back to our old camp at dusk and found a party of dismounted £th
Lancers. They told me that the camp had been moved 5 mlles on and

that the road was straight., I went ahe ad, and after going about

-]
that distance, found & lounted Infantry camp. They told me the
way that our Brigade hada gone and I went along the road for a

|l

thought that the camp must be to the left
and that the cart traL £s ':a bee obliterated by the veldt fires

n road, and then my troubles began;
which had lately pusaeu over this Jruunﬂ,ipn; every hill that 1

couple of miles. Then

olimbed was succeeded by one still higher, I went over the most
awful stony ground, It was blowing hard, and threatening rain, :
and all srcund were veldt fires, At last 1 saw a signal lamp on |
top of a hill, so I made for it and found an officer and two
signallers. The officer wanted me to go with him to his camp for
the night, but I got the direction of my lot and started on again.
After a couple of miles it began to rain so I thought I would make
for the first camp I saw and walt there for the night. After a

while I saw a small, flickering fire and made for 1%, T dldnlé

know whose it might be, but I was getting tired of wandering
about, and so I chanced it. I got up to 1t unchallenged, and
asked whose it was. The answer came: "A Dutch outpcnt". Then I

=

made sure that nad come across the Boers, so I sald that I was

m

a doctor who had lost his way, Then I noticed that the man were
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corporal's stripes

The outpost

tion

L4

of

Cossack post,

2lst., Brigade and n
511_:3 I hed been in the
pony., The fellows

up for the night on

before, to w

uﬁ such a night as
for they never stop
possible to sleep,
round and blew

ana 1

cold,

I had strapped my British Warm coat to my saddle before I started,
At daylight I got away and found my unit on the road about a mile

from where was,

of the wagon owing to a bolt breaking, and they had had to ocutspan
for the night and burn all the grass round them to keep the fires
away. They were mending the pole when I came up. I got some
coffee and we started on our woy agaln, about 7 o'clock. We were
paased by & man who told us where our force was and so that it
was being shifted to a place nearer to where we were at that time.
Then I " the 16th, who told me that Betha had rone
into Freterla to see Reberts, and that there were great prospects

Dalonged

I don

throupgh

had to keep

st

on his great=-coat, and so it was all right,
d to the Camerons and they gave me the direc-

Why he called it a Duteh outpost, and not a
't know, At last I struck the camp of the

ade for 1ts EBearer Company. It was

B otclock

saddle since 2 p.m., and on a stumbling

L]

gave me bread and jam and cocoa and fixed me

in L have slept

g stretcher an ambulance

hich the mules had been tied, but I never put

this one. The mules must have had the itch

ped scratching all night, It was guite im-

and to make things worse, the wind changed

the curtains in front. It was bitterly

a blanket over my head. I was glad that

One of the poles had come away from the body

Il
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of peace, and that our people were warned on no account to come
into collision with the enemy if possible to avold 1t, and on this
account they were falling back about 5 miles, They had gone 10

miles last evening instead of 4 or o. We all hope that the news

is true,

TTIX
J Ul

Lial

th. We have been attached to Ian Hamilton's Brigede and

i)

are probably going South to Heidelburg to-morxrcow, Mras Kruger
is in Pretoria, she is in charge of an officer, but ian't
commonly civil to him. I'm going into Pretoria to post this in
case I haven't another chance.

My journey into Pretorie was of no avail. The Civil
Post Office was shut still, and I could not find the Military one.
I heard that Botha had sent Bobs an Important message and that he
had not gone to meet him at all, so we shall fight him to-morrov
or next day. My poor old horse "Ginger" is sick and I shall have
to leave him on the wveldt to-morrow., I have got a beautiful Irish

pony who was picked up on the field by & mounted Infantry 0fficer;

he went slck yesterday into Pretoria and he left me the pony. I

JUNE 10th, We had a quiet day in camp (Sunday); 1t was so
peaceful, and as we expected to move this morning, we thought

that possibly there was golng to be peace aiter ell, However,
it was not to be, for at 7 o'clock we got orders to march to-

-

morrow-at 5 a.m., punctually, and that means fighting I am afraid.




JUNE 11th, We were up at 3 o'clock. I had a zood night, for I
can always trust Tate to wake me up at the proper time. He 1s
always afrald lest he will be late, There was a good moon which
set at 4 o'clock, so we had light to strike most of the tents,

I lay in bed for £ of an hour longer. There was one of the
heaviest dews I had ever seen, but it was not very cold. Ve got
away in good time and went along & narrow gorge which was very
plcturesque, At the other end of this we came across & lot of
Mounted Infantry. The 2nd. Brigade had gone ahead, so ve
.followcﬁ after them. We thought we were going to get round the
extreme left of the enemy's position, and judge our surprise when
at sbout 8,30 MNeuser fire opened from a kopje on our right and
pulled up our Cavalry who were moving as 1f to go round 1t. Ve
all halted, and the ambulances and carts etc, went back a few
hindred yards, We fired a few rounds of 12-Pounder at the kopje
and then it 211 stopped. North, of the 2nd Brigesde, wanted to
get his ambulences and Field Hospital paat to get up with his
Brigade and so he got permlssion and went ahead, We got past

for a certain distance without belng fired at, and so our Brigade
began to follew., We hadn't gone far when they suddenly opened

fire with two 9-Pounder Krupps and planted a shell in front of

2w, It was the funnlest thing I have ever seen to see

about. My ambulences were also put about and just then there
burst a shrapnel over it and the case ran alengslde my Staff-

af
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serpeant's feet. He picked it up and 1t wes quite hot. Then they

1_;

put shell r shell rnear the cevalry and we got 4
action., The escapes which our men had were marvellous. I saw one
shell drop emong a lot of cavalry, and the total damage was one
horse badly wounded, I got into a safe place and watched the whole
show. It was the prettiest bit of shelling I have seen. At last
vwe located thelr gun by the flash and we pitched shell after shell
at it. They replied for a long time, but eventually we silencec
it, or they removed it. MNeanwhile we had dismounted parties of
avalry and mounted infantry and there was a very brisk firing
going on between them and the Boers. I followed up the Brigade
with the three wagons, and after a while they halted for a little.
It was now sbout 12 o'clock, ard I had some bread and butter and
jam, washed down with cold water. No time for a fire or anything
elss., I hed just finished and was on the move when a 17th Lancer
came up and said they had 4 wounded about a mile and a half to our
right, and he couldn't find their medical officer. I took an
ambulance and went off as quickly as possible, When I got there
I found them bringing an officer from the kopje on a stretcher,
Ee was the Hon., Cavendish and had been shot through the head by an
explcsive bullet which had made an awful mess of it. He diled 1n
sbout half an hour. Then I met lajor Fertescue peing brought down
dead, shot through the heart., I went on and found two men shot
shrough the abdomen also with sporting bullets and had the most

horrible wounds., I gave them a big dose of morphia, sent fer

nother ambulance to take the two offlcers' bodies away, a

.,
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I went to look for ancother wounded man whom I couldn't find but
who subsequently turned up in my 3rd wagon. Then I went on over
the most awful ground and I had to glve the poor fellows more
morphia to enable them to bear the jolting. At last we came to a8
hollow where I found the 2nd Brigade Ambulances and Field

Hospital and also the Australian Bearer Company. They had a.mumber
of wounded and were busy dressing them. As they would have to
pitch a hospital on the spot, they took my three cases; two of
them would probably dle wvery soon., Here 1 left the two officers!
bodles for burial, and was shocked to find Lord Airlie's body

there also. He was killed charging at the head of his regiment

I belleve, and 1t 1s how he always said he would like to die, I
also heard that young Wright was killed, and Greene missing, I
met these fellows only the day before yesterday so you can imagine

how I feel just now, I am sick to vomiting of the whole show, I
never felt so bad before; Jjust when one thought it was all over
for this to break out again., The firing all round to-day was

tremendous and never ceased., The cavalrymen bore the brunt of it

near us, but of course we can't tell what the rest of the Army

i

has been doing. One of the batteries who were just pas

ing told
me that the enemy were so close to them that they fired ecase shot
(wvhich bursts at the muzzle) at them, and that the Lencers went

£

heavily and will get a sickener of it., Then I joined the Bricade

and found only one officer wounded. Our General couldnit make up

his mind where he would encamp; which side of the drift. Then
- 258, -




he decided on the far side, and we had to move juat as we had

nearly got all our rules out and the fire had been 1it., 1 atayed
¥

where I was and had supper, for I was starving, and then we

erossed and bivouacked.

12th JUNE. Wie were all ready by daylight and then moved back
across the drift and occupied yesterday's position. About 8 o'clock
firing began and has been going on hard an our left and rear all
day. There were Boers on our right but they gave no trouble.
got rid of 3 sick and wounded to another hospil ital from which a lot
of wounded were being sent into Pretoris, and so I am Iree. its
just as well, for Tate has not turned up yet and our food is only

=

enough for ourselves, This afternoon the 5" guns (nicknamed the

{3
s

ow zuns, because they are drawn by oxen) soon stopped a Boer big

gun on the centre of the Boer position on our left, It was very
pretty to see the Lyddite bursting over the posltion, There was

1

1ich had come up,and

also tremendous rifle fire from our Infantry w
about 4 o'clock they had gained the centre of the ridge. At this
time there was a tremendous Pom-pom fire from the enemy and I am

afraid they must have done some damage, As it was petting dusk

we are shelling the Boers' retreat to make them leave thelr guns
behind them. It was a very strong position and we have done well

Lo take 1t, I met one of the 12th 0fficers who told me that the

Boers firsd at them vesterday till they got to about 250 yards,

and thén they got on their ponies and bolted., Their aim while
- E-.:'g- -




the cavalry was advancing was very bad, but when they had to wheel
about it was more accurate and then most of the casualtles
occurred. Some threw down their rifles and held up their bando-
liers, but not one was spared. It is all very fine to shoot t1ll

they see there 1s no chance and then hope for quarter. We have

practically done nothing all day

J 3

and so has the 2nd Brigade, and
we are blvouacking on the same place as last nlght ex ept that we
are remaining on this side of the drift, General Gordon was pass-
ing and noticed that we had a large fire so sent his A.D.C., To say
we might stay where we are. .hs I write I hear tremendous liauser
fire with the shelling, so 1t looks as though we were storming a
position. It 1is awful to think of the casualties which mast occur
from it. I went across the drift, and on the top of a plateau the
other side to see what was going on. ILL was & very velrd sight,

The whole of the centre of the Boer position (which was about 8 or

9 miles long) was in flames, our shells having set the

=}

gress on
fire, The place where thelr main big gun had been, was surrocunded
by a large ring of fire. The heavens were black with clouds, a
slight wind was blowing and drops of rain already falling, The
veldt was burninz on the opposite side anpc on our front, Lee
Metford fire was going on and an occaslonal gun, but it all ceased

while I was locking on,

JUNZ 13th e were up at daybreak and ready to move. Tate

- &

arrived about 9 o'clock and they are all very sick al the way




they are being marched about and never see anything. They might

as well have been in England so far as yesterday's actlon was

concerned., I got my buck wagon up and filled with groceries and

forage, and fed my mules. Then without & word of warning the

Bripade started off and I had to catch them up, We came up with

them near a farmhouse and as it locked occupied I went over, but

=

found that it was deserted, They had left all the poultry and

izs as they were, and our Provost HMarshal said that I might

Lyl {5

take some fowls, so I got all my men and natives together and we

got 16 fowls and ducks, not counting what the natives got for
themselves, I found that the house had been ransacked and every-
thing turned out by someone, most probably the Boers looking ior

valuables. It was such a pity, for it was such a nlce littl

ol

home, clothing and bedding all over the place, I took 4 fealner

11lows and 4 extre cases and a gallon and a half of coffee
P s 3

alsc a pair of scissors and a small hot water jug, possibly
E J I ¥

gsilver, but most likely white metal. There was a lot of china

there and I'm sorry I didn't take some of it, it micht have been

valuable, We halted about 1 o'clock and we distinctly saw ¢t

Boers trekking along the railway, but they were too far 1or us

b=t

q 5

hem., After a halt we pushed on and then they opened
fire on us with an old Krupp gun which they had on a train, and
did us no harm. We

pushed on, and just before dark got to our

camp on the Delagoa Bay line, There are & great many other
troops here, We heard that the casualties yesterday were only

Lp 3 9 s Bl ] -~ % | B
10 or 80: simply marvellous, Ve heard ol Buller beling over
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Laing's Nek and of Methuen glving De Wet the knock, and capturing

hia camp and all his prisoners.
It rained & 1little to-day. We are having 4 fowls

cooked to-night for dinner,

Ju‘lrl l/:"l

P

We were to have marched back to a place near

from here (Elend's River) at 7.45 to refit, Roberts having said

the cavalry had yet important work to perform. dJust about 7

telock it was countermanded, Then Tate turned up and we have
had a very quiet but busy day, washing and mending chisfly., I
made myself a bivouac shelter out of 2 blankets sewn together,

ines, runners and pegs. 1 slept outside on a stretched last

night and it was very cold. I couldn't sleep in a wagon, because
we have had to tie the mles to them in order to admit of their
1ying down, I shall be much warmer on the ground, when the buck
wagons do not turn up with a tent, 1T saw an Australian to-day
who had had a long talk with a Boer near here, and he sald they
were all sick of 1t, and that if we licked them at Broncker's
Spruit, which is the next station from here, and from which they
resterday, they will chuck it, Ian Hamilten had glven

orders not to engage the enemy to-day, and we heard that Kruger

ng
had sent in a flag of truce, so perhaps 1t means somethin I saw
a Boer come in this afterncon with a white flag, Hamilton issued
a ‘complimentary order to the troops engaged in taking thelr last

position, and I hear that a patrol came across 70 dead Boers in

one place on the ridge. I would ride 10 miles to see such a sight

- 242,
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for I have only yet seen oné dead Boer., 150 lounted Infantry
consisting of Australians and Gordons, came within 600 yards of
the Boers who were crossing Bronkhurst Spruit yesterday. They
blazed every round they had inte them, and each man had 150, s=o
you can imagine the confusion they threw them into, It rmmst have
seemed a retribution, for this i1s the place where they massacred
the 91lst Regt. years ago. Then they fell back under cover of a
Pom-pom, We are halting here to-morrow but are to be ready to
move at & a.m. Ian Hamilton wanted to attack to-day but was for-

-~

bidden., He was out with 6 acouts

all day

position which is cnly 4 mliles from here, 7

bu

they are trekking.

15th, We are halting here again to-day, I

sleep inside a tent and was as warm as toast,

from Pretoria about 8 p.m

in which he took sick, He said t)

Tecon

b

, bringing

NOLTIT LINGZ
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thelr

there are rumours

had a ripping

Iy Sergt.-lajor

the

Lo ]
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ambulances

that the train was expected to-
night, the first since De Wet blew up the line, and that Nethuen

hod recaptured 300 bags of mails, I hope they
We heard thet De Wet had surrendered,' if so,
now. A mail goes out at 4 o'clock this after

to cat chi 1T. Vie t'i'J&I"L‘.\'.'lC::I at 1 P, to ancother

east of Prebtoria where ve were told we were t

rotten hour to start for we could not expect

dark, and the bag re of a whole division was

single road, I manag d to get shead end keep
- 243, =
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are coming along.
we shan't be long

noon, so I am writing

1l mile

sbout

o refit. It was &8
to get 1in before
cenvergling on a
up Wwith the rest
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of the Bricade, Tate had to stay behind till 4 p.m, and came
along with 3 ambulances of sick, It got dark as we neared

Pretoria and we were passing through

the camps of other unilts who

had got in before us. At last I got so tired of it and of the

ditches we were golng chat I pulled up outside the 2nd
Brigade and outspanned. To my surprise I found we were on the

extreme right of our own brigade, so I had supper and turned into

my blvouac, I

hed fitted a trianmalar piece of blanket Into one

end and it was awfully comfortable, Tate turned up about 11

o'clock and went on & bit farther and got on & nice bit of ground

near a plantation, The moon was up when he got in so he was able

to see where he was going,

16th., It rained a little during the night and was very raw in

Lie 1L R ) SRR Py
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We heard that the Boers have captur

sacks of our mails and also 80,000 warm coats. It 1s sickening,
for we sghall never know what letters we have lost. We have been

put on £ rations, on account of the condition of the line, and

the horses and mules feed is cut down to starvation point.

A'th. I went over and jolned the others this morning. We have

had & busy day repairing damages to wagons and clothes., Ue are

off to Heidelburg to-morrow morning, 60 miles. It is Sunday, 380

L I + N
there is no chance of gettins any supplies in the place. L nad 4

nice warm bath and changed my clothes.

don't know when I shall

now, Later on we heard that we are not moving to-

-

get 8 mail

morrow, We heard rumours of probable peace within a few days

34 A
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which comforted us somewhat. It hea been a beastly raw dull day

i )

and rained in the afternoon. Donovan turned up looking very nice

and clean this afternoon. His secretary was shot last MNonday

. - -
through the abdomen, He 1s doing well,
JUNE 18th. T borrowed a cape cart from one of our fellows and

put a pair of my mules 1n. Tate and I drove into town and made

"‘l

a

Le]
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or
ot

few purchases. bottles of pickles and some tapioca, 5/~ .Couldn't

get flour; coffee,sugar and flour have been forbidden to be sold.
"A11 are wanted for the troops. NO butter, ocatmeal or cocoa to be
had, I got two photos of the mail coaches which used to run to

¥afeking and Buluwayo. It has been a beautiful day, nice and warm,

to drv up all the wet kit from last night. A letter came in from
W X = oy

Botha last night, and there is an Armistice till Wednesday. fie
xnew for certain that Kruger ls wlth him, so it may mean peace,

T went to the Army Headquarters P,0. and they knew nothing about

the destruction of the Mails. Others say that Bobs said yesterday
that they had been destroyed. I met Ingham this morning and spoke
to him: he was very civil., VWe had an exciting time driving the
mules through the town. They were frightfully lazy and one started

-

kicking occasionally. I hear that and as

=

ails go down every day,
we are off to Heilbron to-morrow I am sending this in the hopé
that it may reach you. Tate and I went into town again thls after-
noon; I went to the Field P.0., rirst and neard that it was true

"

about the loss of the mails, and also that there were I'ransvaal

e

stamps to be bought. They had been found in an offlce and were

i
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surcharged V.R.I. 5. I could only get 10/-= worth, so sent men in
and got £2 worth., I hadn't any more money or should have bought
£5 worth as a spec, Then we went and saw Kruger!s house with two
of our sentries on guard and I took a photo of it. The sun was
behind 1t, so 1t won't come out well, Ve saw any mumber of very

pretty and good houses to-day; every house is of = different

deJ.1ﬂ. Pretoria is the prettiest and most pros sperous~looking,

lace we have come to yet. I should llke to be staticned here,

=

T met Atkinson snd he was looking a bit seedy. We went on to the

railway station and took a photo of the platform with "PRETORIA

L]

n the board, and a Dutch hosp pital train in the station., We saw

¥

he man in charge and he gave us some drugs and things. Then we

cr

went and had tea at the Transvaal Hotel, and came home, There are
some fine hotels here, and some splendid buildings, Laere is an
Armistice until Wednesday, that is the 20%th, or Accesslon Lay.

ntended to proclaim peace on that

[ A

=

=t

Vie are wondering whether it

dey, and annex the country. We have commandeered all the horses

the place, and pald fair prices for them. I had a long talk

with a Boer to-day and he sald they were frightfully sick when g
3=

r zot here and found that Kruger had bolted and that the town

was not going to be defended.
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made a wide cirecle and entered the town on the south side. We
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marched right through and carie out on the same road Ly Wihlch wo

approached the town when we came in first. I went off and saw the




. and he

to=day and send them to me,
spec. The other column pas

pnagaed in review, Ve

intended at first, owing to
before dark but Tate didn't.

which ather broken, and

e
Ls

the drift into our I

CEMD .

bivouac again to-night h

send Kruger away

morrow to do so0. Cominls

will chan-se 40 1b,

we halt,

L, T T
scarvec abt

Dallle

of mealies, (Indian Corn), a

a lot of wood, A couple of

arid whaola
il a ik UL R L

place, the column

iR ali
2 hglal

-
were talten,

of bundl

are in clover to-night and my horse is about to burst, It struck
me to-day that 1t would be worth while to tale some photos of the
British Avmy as it is now in the field; so, at one of the halts,
I got tne bigzest Lifeguardsoman I could see, and mounted him on
one of the ponies that some of them have to ride. It was & small
white chap and he had a white sheepskin under the saddle In the
saime way that they wear the black ones, Then I got one of the
- 247, =
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\ie passed a deserted nouse on

<

5 pm i b s,

iz zolng to buy me L5 worth of stamps
reclstered. I think it is &2 good
sed near Bobs! house, and I saw him

nad a8 mchll 1largel’ marcil Gian wag

there beil ter, We
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had two of my embulances, one of
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s0 he was to ACTO
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am therefore in my comfortable

eard that Boba Tt to

nas promised no
him till to-
arlat officer has got some flour, and

aop we shall have bread as soon as

o

o

tre 111

have
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way and I got 5 sacks

i)
igial

4 sacks of unthreshed mealies,also

el

miles further on we passed anoths

o
filled up with ocat straw. Thousands

e

t 64, & bundle, Our mules

iz worth
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Lifeguardsman’

1ike a coster's, which belongs to

I got one of the 12th Lancersa

g 10th Hussar and & Mounted Infanuvry mall. I am dining wltl
12th Lancers to-night. got a funny plcture of a Toumy ¢
a hen; he had cornered it behind a bush and a Kafflir man

were excitedly inting it out to

lnD

hiz head ready to strike.

plcture of o Jounted Infantry bre gaking up some OX Wagons (worth
dgbout £80 each) for firewood. They were on & deserted farm, &an

so liable to capture. I got some gzood Boer meal to-day in exchange
for biscuit. We have an lissue ol £ 1b. of potatoes, rum and jeam
to-night in nonour of Accesslon DaY.

JUNE 21st. The 12th gave me & Very good dlnner, There were about
a dozen of us and we sat round a fire which gave us light., There
was no table and had my own camp stool and ate off my knees.

They are such & nice lot of fellows. Ve started at 6.30 and had

en easy march to a place on the line called "springs". We gob

nere at 11 o'clock and at first it was intended to go on after an ¢

hour's halt, However,

bivouac. There are important coal
400 of the Canadians holding them,

6 miles off and thelr cuktposts came within a mile of this place

this morning. The mines are turnine out 450 tons of coal a day,

and 1t is most valuable for +he pallways and factories. We are

in the Rand district acain, among the mines. o news of peace
- 4B, =

s cart drawn DY 4 ponl

one of the 1l6th

a

Temmy, Tommy had sti

It ought to turn out well.

i
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mines here and W

There are about 800 Boers

Lancers.

ol

a big thunderstorm came up and we w

ea, also a funny little cart

mounted on a woe piebald pony
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1
yet. I heard that Bobs had no intention of following the Boers
into Lydenburg District. If we had not =ot the majority of the

prisoners back he would have had to do so Lor the sake of Public
Opinion, but now there is no necessity for it. We have the
proclamations about the penaltles 1or destroying the line with u
for distribution. All civilians residing near the place will be
made prisoners of war and sent to St.Helena, and all the farms
etc, burnt down, I'm afraid the troops will be very uncomiort-
able in the long wet grass to-nizht. We have a tent and are

comfortable enough.
&

JUNE 22nd. 1 had a ripping night's sleep. The ground lately has

been very lumpy, small kopjes, and has been & bit uncomfortable.
As the grass was very wetb last night I had 4 of the horsehailr
wagon cushions spread and put my bed over them. The resulc was
excellent. We were to have started at 7 a.m,, but just as we had
finished dressing we got word to stapt at 7.30, It was too late
to have enabled us To have an extra half ﬁour in bed, We went on
very slowly for about % hours, and then got among the Nigel liines.
our scouts on the right came into touch with the Boers and werse
fired on. Then we saw the enemy trekking towerds Heldelburg and
our guns fired 10 rounds into them at long range. Two wounded

Boers were subseguently found in & tin house. We recovered 5

prisoners here and took 15 Beers and 30 rifles Ve ot a plg on

ey T -1 e oa T P R S Al
the way and part of another. ue are blvouackilng to-nlght about

e £ . T R T e ] = T 1 e vl e 4 sy ~ .
7 miles from Heldelburg. <& went back to the mine to try ana o
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one in Pretoria, While there, . heard two rifle shots ar
was comling back I saw a man stretched on his back on th
shot through the head and almost dead, He had been shot

road where there was a large pool ol blood and had been dragged
ofi'1t. I made enquiries and was that one of our Tommie: '
had shot him. A 1ittle further on I saw the man, and he s=2id that
he had gone into & house looking for bread, and that this man had

said thet he had no bread for b---=-F Roolneks and had drawn a
revolver, whereupon this man shot him He was cerbainly not shot

in a house and I saw no revolver near, H a German

I T |

been away Tighting against us, tut came back 3 weeks ago, and was
with his wife and 2 children in the mine., I tock his name and
umber and reported it to the General when I came back, It was

s

shot

-_.-J

the most sickening thing I have yet seen - a man

blood, and there will be & great row about 1t. 1t has

bitterly cold all day, the sun only ceame

e mine I went into a boarding house and

paking powder., The woman Who owns the place took me into

..-t} Y
laprder and gave me an unopened tin (1-1b.) of Royal Baking
K ! / y &

and & big onion and would not talce payment for it., I hope
aome white flour in Heidelburg to mix with our Boer meal.

been promised a 5/- piece by a chemist who lives there,

grass and

0Tl

who had

in cold
DS
out once or twice.

asked for a little good

JUNE 24ih, There was a tremendous white frost last night
never seen worse in Englend. The tent was frozen hard and

5y

moisture from our breatiis was condens on our blankets

them quite wet,
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it was very cold, We had a peaceful trek until about 11 ofclock,
then we came in sight of the Boers who were trekking away. We
poured & big rifle and Pom-pom flire into them but don't think

that much damage was done. We halted near a nice 1

wned by an Englishman who is at present at home,

went In large frult-growing, to

ni 2|

Irulit bottles w are lying about, There was a

which is run by some Indlans, and I ma

garder

cabbage snd oniona out of them, About 3 p.m. we got

bivouaec here, and so I rode into Heidelburg to get my

T

he man had not returned, so my journey was in vain, I

"l 1

g

(=9

les thrown down in the merket

by those who dldn't want it known that they had arms.

1

the rmamber of hat bands and rosettes there are lo

subjects here, It is a very pretty little place, At

a nice little pig which had been booked by some Tonmies

to

the day, and given orders to the natives

1+

ot Lr g

T1 v,

them., "They were to call 1n the evening for

will be disappoil fellows are eating

ig fair in love or war, and it bad not been paid for ei

11t here to-morrow,

we mav hr
L~ R bk
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men who relieved Mafeking, both turned up to-da
I believe we are to leave & couple of reglments here when we leave,
s that we shall not touch the line again for a fort-
nicht at least, and so there will be no chance ol getting a mail

or of sending one away. I went into town this morning

and got
5/- pilece. It is & double shaft one, and I only gave face value
for it., I also got & Kruger penny. The double shaft was the
result of & mistake in the dle when the coin was struck. The ox-
wagon only has a single pcle - not two. The same mistake was made
-cne year in the case of the sovereign, and these faults are very
valuable. An ordinary 5/- plece is worth £2 or £3, but I was

y

asked £8 in Pretorla for a double shaft one. I am £

1

herefore in
Juck. I also got & sword which was picked up at kiajuba during

the last war, A good many Boers are glving thenselves up, anc

many more would do so, only they are afraid of cur moving on and
leaving them to the tender mercies of thelr own people, However,
from what I hear, the end is not far off - and the sooner the
better, I offered & man 5/- for one of the £1 notes which the

Boer Govt, has been issuing lately to their servants, but he 6
wouldn't take it. He seemed to think that he would get full
value for it later on, but he didn't qulte know from whom. Ve
are on a very nice camping ground, and the rest is wvery pleasant,
I think we are off agaein to-morrow. I cot another Kruger penny
to-day, also a new pair of ammunition boots and some real flour
from the supply officer in exchange for Boer meal, On the whole

I have done a good day's work. I took out 3 teeth to-day for

L] =
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Tate to his very creat relief, I took a clip of split bullets out
of & Boer's bandoller this afterncon, he c idn't =zeem to think there
was anything remarkable in their presence there. This afternoon

al

sergt, of the A.S.C., and & nice old man who was & sort of conduc-
tor and interpreter, and who had been through several native wars
in this country, went to a farm about 4 or 5 miles from camp, toO
buy forage. They were rushed by 6 Boers who fired at them at about

25 yards range. The native who was with them dropped off his pony

and pretended to be dead. The old man was shot, and also the
serceant's horse. His carbine was broken by a bullet, and he got

a bullet through his puttie, put he got away and came back., I sent

] e | -~ ] " , g PRI | B
inz the poor old man's body 1in. LG

nce at dark to br
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pitch dark when they ecot to the farm an the A,S,C., Sergeant

wouldn't venture near it lest he should be made a prilsoner. Iy
ataff sergt, went and found the old chap quite dead, pockets
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