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THE

New Century Review:

No. 10. OCTOBER, 1897

How to Remedy the Wrong of the Army
Doctors

= AFTER seven hours of fighting, the pablon was ours. To the
music of thowers of mosketry, we sat down to lunch—Phi erty,
the doctor and mysell A cold chicken was found in our haver-
sacks; for salt we had gunpowder, and you may be sure wherever

This extract from
ay might almost be a literal transcri
and more rollicking novels of Char
Other writers the Leverian school introduce the m ry doctor
only in the background of a duel. Not till Charies *Malfey and
Harry Lorrequer appeared did the martial medico figure as the soul
and life of the mess-room in non-combatant moments well as
the reliover of suffering when the battle was at its fiere The
first mention of the dector on the battlefield may, perhaps, be
sght to oceur in the Homerie poems where the God of Healing

tends the wound, and composes to slumber the form, of the stricken
hero,  Allusions to him may also be found in Chaucer parrim
‘The doctor, being 2 personage in camps at the ti i
‘War, had found a place in that excellent novel, T
which Glelg preceded Lever, as well as in the

¢ Peninsular period. None of the earlier writers who celebrated

him broag their % the same unction as the author of those

gh
romances which are responsible for having sent as many boys into
the army as Captain Marryat ever caused to run y to sea. IF
Lever can be ealled the earliest prose laureate of the army doctor,
it is probably because he himself was of that order,

Before Lever, after graduating at Trnity, Dublin, practised
medically in the Galway district first, and in Brussels afterwards,
ke had served with more than one regiment as its m ! atten-
dant; so, at an carlier date, had one of the fathers of E

=




274 THE NEW C 'URY REVIEW

adicalism, Joseph Hume, who had gone through the Mahratia
War, and only ceased to be an army surgeon that he might becomis
Member for Weymaaith, which he represented before Aberdesn or
Mantrose.  Dr. Conan Doyle is but the latest and most dis-
hed Titerary ernament of a class of men who have never e
Much of the excellent work done by

these practitioners is known only to those behind the scenes.  Miss
Florence Nighti ncdeed left on record her high opinion of
the manner in which army doctors did their work in the Crimea.
But no person who has not had a special motive for reading semi.
medical reports, neither very interesting nor very casily accessible,
of that time, can form an idea of the valuable contributions made by
these men to the general science of practical hygiene.  Someone has
accused these emen of what in the slang of the day is called
# pushfulnes: their statemment of their case.  The obvious com-
ment is that had they some years since shown more of that quality,
they would at this moment have had less ground of complaint.
The military doctor did much of his best work in the era before
I advertisement was as essentinl a part of medical practice

1f, in Crimean days, the cheap press

prolcssH
been as much assured of something more than fair-play as the
College of Physicians itsclf.

In the professiona] history of our day few features arc more
noticeable than the increase of social importance conferred upon
the members of the healing art.  The despotism of the doctor has,
in fact, superseded that of the priest. Mot even lawyers are the
deprsitorics of as much power to-day as doctors. They, it is, who
by w word can make or unmake the reputations of individuals,
of institutions, and of places. In general coaversation, the name of
a man who in some walk of life Is making his mark is mentioned
with bright prognostications of future trfumph, Some Galen who
is of the company shakes his head ominously, The prosperous
eounsel, merchant, civil engineer, or trader, ns the case may be,
is *neurotic’ Thus far the weak point has oot been detected.
Rut the discovery will be made, for the breakdown canbot long
be delayed. Whoever the object of this prophecy may be, he
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becomes, from the moment of its belng made, a marked man.
Clients and customers unaccountably begin to fight shy of him;
his practice falls off; flaws in his professional work are detected ;
the word goes round that he is not to be trusted; if he be not
actually cold-shouldered out of his vocation, he may consider
himself lucky. Should it happen that the sinister prediction
receives partial fulflment; should the health of the professional
warker thus ominously pointed at fail him for a season, his prospects
will be for the time, and perhaps long afterwards, at the mercy
of the medical Cassandras. Nor will his position be regained till
fonal arbiter of the sound mind and the sound body
the invalid a clean bill of health.

It is the same with places, with institutions, and, above all, with
games. Some years age a Hampshire watering-place was at the
sht of a sudden and gelden popularity. In a ® Seasan
lodging-house keepers and hotel proprietors made fo s, Land-
lords sold building-plots at fancy prices. It was as if a goldmine
had been discovered amid the pine-woods sloping down to the sea
In the midst of all this some oracle of Harley Street returmed a
dissentient response to a patient who asked the great man's advice
about going to the haunt of health. The whole thing was an
Imposition.  The climate, so far from being genial, was treacherous.
The convalescent would never suceeed in petting the temperature
of his room above 65°, From that day the reputation of the spot
declined ; visitors fell off; hotel runners put up their shutters ;
lodging-house keepers erowded into the Bankruptey Court. About
the same time boat-racing was medically pronounced to be the
parent of heart disease. It really sesmed for some weeks as if the
inter-University match on the Thames might be discontinued.  Some
years later than this, a doctor discowersd a forgotten wvelocipade in
his coach-house.  His son, home fof the holidays, took it out.  The
bleyeling mania began. A new industry was called into existence,
Instances of the same sort in the department of diet are too many
to be cited. They are all of them real proofs of the penetrating
omnipotence of the medical profession. [t cannot, therefore, be
said that, judged by the accepted canons of professional usage,
the army doctors are committing any solecism in calling attention
e the disadvantages of their position. That position is to-day
not quite a quarter of a century old. In 1873 the enification of




276 THE NEW CENTURY REVIEW

the Army Medical Department began to be carried out. The
reg ital medical-officer system was abolished.  The k of
cach regiment were treated by the officers of the newly arganised
Medical Stafl in stationed hospitals, It was, however, provided
in case of the Household Cavalry and the Brigade of Guards that
the il officers belonging to the several regiments should
remain with them until their death or retirement In due course ;
all vacancies, as they occurred, being supplicd by officers of the
Medical Staff, *lent,” or attached, for a term of five years in cach

A With respect to these it was intended that the senior mo

officer of each regiment or battalion should always belong to
regiment or battalion, as the case might be Under the Medical
Act, it should also be said, ne army doctor can now practise who
not possess & double diploma—in medicine and  surgery
Every member, therefore, of the Army Medical Staff possesses
toadlay that twofold . The present head of the depart-

ment is n-1 J. Jameson, M.I.
It is & fact that aboli Tty al medieal system
has not avowedly invelved any change in the precedence of
I officers. Rightly or wrongly, the doctors belicve their
ik e

absolute instead 5 qualified by a medical
prefix indica of the he £ The demand raises,
af course, some difficulties, as is wrged by the anthorities,
N caus: confusion without the advantage
m it.  The position of & duplicate
edit i and so forth, not being
combatant officers, might be objected to by these who ady
bear these tit uvd wheo serve actively in the field.  The relations,
therefore, between the soldier-officers and the doctor-officers might
in that ease scarcely be improved. Several of the grievances
alleged in past years by the army doctors have, it should be said,
al been remedied, Thus the pay of the lower ranks of the
profession in Indin has been increased ; the term of foreign
service has been shortened by a year; the right to preside at
courts-martial when the doctors present are senios to the combatant
officers attending has been conceded ; their m ry rank has been
recognised in the case of surgeon-major-generals by guards turm-

ing out and presenting arms as to major-generals combatant.
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The abolition of the regimental medical system deprived, of
course, the doctors of their pluwce at th i i much,
indeed, of the time formerly available for oy ment now
had te be given to the central hoapital to which they were attached.
Since then, their wishes have to a certain extent been met in this
social matter. At all large stations, the dectors enjoy all facilities
for forming messes while retaining their stafl allowances, which

are calculated on the assumption of a mess not bei
Further, a real professional disability has been e
opportunities that the do 1 w enjoy of spec
purposes of medical stedy at home and abread. Th
concessions have been  acoeph
chief and central wro —the quali
the medical substan ins wnremedied. Tt s resented as
a stigma of inferfority, Now, it is declared, will the doctors them.
selves ever be reparded by combatant offi as their brothers in
arms, by th i E ; general public as the real
equal of th
s from the son of
p of the pres demand  would
be as satisfactory in results as the BNt 5 pate may
perhaps be doubtful. Thus, the recognition of the medical colonels,
majars, and so forth in that particular rank at the military clubs
Still, the fact remains that a
ow found in sultably flling wacancies on the medical
staff of the s
shmen who join the 1.
where the medical staff is a really fine
appointments throughout the country
ants for admis
conclusion s
hing really intolerable, since the ab
al system, in the position of military doctors at
im0t the time when any disadwvant tor the health
aur o anmy can be regarded with equanimity.
fessional men, who are now a3 a body so grievously discontented,
have an honourable record of past servi having this, they ETYE
to be treated with a justice that may perhaps incline to th e off
a sentimer ge i G is one which cannot be

VOL. 1L 21
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settled, or even advanced, but may be dangerously exacorbated,
by newspaper correspondents, whether in the Jjournals of the pro-
fession or of the public at jarge. Tt is er ntly one of those
topics that half-a-dozen educated and int it men representing

social interests and prejudices of the medical officer on the
one hand, and of the combatant officers on the other, could discuss

with a certainty of arri at a mut acceptable conclusion.
The epurse to be pursucd is therefore simple,  Let Lord Lansdowne
meditate the composition of a small Royal Commission, which
from its formation will be assured of the confidence not only of
all those whose professional interests are mow primarily concemed
but of their combatant comrades as well.

To complete the view p 54 must recall the
Crimean epoch and its revelations, - N century of peaceful
langour had brought the medical system, as well as the ammy of
which it was a part, into & dangerous state. That older medical
systemn, thouph well-suited for detached units, affonded basis
for expansic = dated hospitals, or bearer companies, or
brigades i : in the ficld; while the narow and

3 of the surgeons destroyed initiative, and
such as rose to deal as administrative ch
ion in the Aeld—even had th
status and ority, which they did not. It was, therefore, the
which proved to Sir William Muir the
ental medical system.  When, as  principal
“anada, he visited, during the American War,
Grant's Army on the Potomac, he saw that nothing but a unified
medical service on the basis of a corps ongani
to the varicd wants of an army in the feld.
followed the abolition of purchase, Sir William Muir, as Director-
General, had some opportunity of putt i into practice.
Thus, gradually, medical officers were removed from their corps,
and placed in a general list. One medical officer was for some
timie left with each corps ; he was not removed until some twenty
years ago, when station hospitals eame into working order. These
changes had been resented or resisted by those combatant officers
whi, by tradition, distrusted any new form of organisation, and whe,
on principle, opposed all. Nor were the me | officers, while
acknowledging the necessity for some change, enthusiastic for that
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ich severed them from e one - and from a Hie to which
they were attached. From the first, therefore, the new i did
not work very smoothly., Later on there came Horse Guards orders
declaring regimental surgeons to be junior in the rank of major, or
to be, in fact, only on a level with senior captains. There is now
the opport ;, a3 there assuredly is the necessity, of ending by
an ey less aol n the nnhappy era of misunderstandings,
COMmpromises, that have thus far a led the working
of the 1 system during two or three decades, and that hawve
now come to a head. The pattern of the reform now advocated
is to be found in organisation of the scientific corps of the
army. Let a Modical Corps be formed . like that of the Engineers ;
let medical men in that have substantive, mot relative, rank ; the
i ty 3 be surmounted, without any residoe of heart-
gs, and withoat the cost of an additional sixpence to
the country. Some of their advisers may have a professional
prejudice against this proposal. There is good reason to belie
that the clear i Secretary of State, Lord
nd is prepared to entertain
his way

ary question,

T. H. 5. EscoTT.
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The New Century Review

213

No, 15,  MARCH 18g8

The Case of the Army Doctors up to Date

In the Octobor number of this REVIEW attention was drawn to the
deplorable condition of the Army Medical Service, as well as to the
national disadvantage or danger resulting from the continuance of this
professional grievance. At the same time specific suggestions were
offered for the removal of all ground of reasonable complaint by the
doctors, and, as a happy consequence, for the restoration of the service
itself to its former popularity and efficiency. [t is not often that the
comments of a monthly periodical produce, so Immediately and so
definitely, appreciable and satisfactory results. Wi with the fullest
and most accurate official intelligence to which any can have access,
we then ventured to hint that the real obstacle to the only practicable
solution of this most pressing problem is presented by the attitude,
not of Lord Lansdowne, but of his military uhu.cr-c- and, above all,
by those obstinate incamations of British mili
the admiration their exploits in the field compelled, are mis
permitied to assert a power which is wholly mischievous, and to
they have no sort of claim in the Council. Fow comuse s view militaire
Is & proverb whose truth has long been practically recognised in France,
and the ignoring of which cannot be due to lack of instances of its
applicability to England. One Mlustration that is historically exact will
do as well as any aother,

Among a very articulate cligue of military experts in Landon :he

ion in 1870, on the eve of the Franco-Prussian W, ar, was tha
generalship, in resoarces, in the brains which direct soldiers, in the
and courage of the sank and file that obey these directions, the French
were deci n~:llv superior to their opponents. The few wvery shight
advantiges 1 by France at the first seemed to justify that view.
A well-known military authority, now dead, mecting at his club a civil
friend who had dissented from the pro- “Gallicen forccast, declared that
the war was alrouy virtually over, and Berlin practically in the oceupa-
tion of Napoleon's troops.  Then came the first French reverses,  These
were declared to be victories in disguise.  With a fine air of superiority
the scientific wardor admitted he did not expect the ron-
observer to be capable of appreciating the consummate generalship
which was waiting to strike the decisive blow at the Prussians, So
things went on, cach accomplished French defeat was only another
prognostication of eventual triumph. By this time the Germans had
locked up their assailants [n Sedan, with results not necessary to
recapitulate.  After the siege of Paris was actually formed, the man of
science admitted the pessibility of his being mistaken. When the
Prussians had entered Paris, when, for the surrender of the provinees
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and the payment of the milliards, peace was signed, the strategical
expert only protested that he ought to have been right but for the
facts—for thosa facts, therefore, so much the worse—and declared the
imminent eollapse of the new German Empire, prociaimed in the great
hall of Versailles.

This very scientific soldier, to whom, in comparison with theories,
events were a8 nothing, was the great apostie of that school of military
thought which i3 now using its malignant influence with Lord Lansdowns
to prevent the professional concessions to a class of men essential for
the service of humanity, so Jong as the last appeal of dissentient peoples
is to the sword Meanwhile, the Army Medical Service s steadily
deteriorating in quality ; the number of qualificd candidates forthcoming
bears no proportion to that of the vacancies which are left unfilled
Lord Lansdowne did not indeed meet the deputation that waited on
him in Berkeley Square, on the zoth of January, with a refusal of their
requests.  The strongest of Governments, on all matters of social
interest, is strong only so far as it is supported by public opinion.
Whether the subject matter be civil or military, material or sentimental,
the men now in power meet every request made to them with & counter
request that their hands may be strengthened.  The smaller squires and
the farmers still hanker after a duty on foreign meat and imported
corn.  They are blandly told to osganise a protectionist agitation on
the same lines that Afty years ago Cobden and his friends planned
those movements which compelled Sir Robert Peel to free the ports
In the same way now, Lord Lansdowne does not deny justice and
expe ¥ alike to be on the side of the Army doctors.  All he does
is in effect to appeal to the friends of the profession to strengthen his
hands by eliciting an unequivocal werdict from the taxpayers and
electors in favour of the demands still before the Government  That
request shall in part be complied with here; for it is not so much a
professional wrong which has to be dealt with, as a national calamity
of most horribly incaleulable proportions which, while there is yet time,
Ministers are asked to avert. The scourge of & great war may, every
one devoutly hopes, never be felt by this country again,  The present
is the moment when only the most lying or rash of prophets would
predict the indefinite continuance of such an immunity, Those who
can recall the first half of the second French Empire will remember
the periodical scares that the inscrutable doings of Napoleon 1L
produced on our ide of the Channel, Yet neither that prince nor his
motley enfourage cherished any real hatred of the country where they
had found in past years so seasonable an asylam.

Today, however, we are confronted, not in France, but in Germany,
by no Brummagen Emperor, wearing on his sleeve his hatred of his
maother's native land,  If, as we all humbly pray and hope, an European
coalition, recal that of Napoleon the Great, against England, be
thwarted or foiled now, it will be in teeth of the efforts which the
German Emperor i making to prepare that international instrument for
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active use.  Only one thing is certain, A great war, if, and when, it
should come will seem to be sprung on us suddenly. Even should our
forces and preparations by sea and land be ready, the existing condition
of our medical service must insure the repetition of gratultous misery
and avoidable suffering, with which those of Crimean days would by
comparison be slight, to an untold number of Britsh subjects. Sufficiently
cogent are the statistics submitted to Lord Lansdowne, and showing
the number of competent Army doctors to have decreased as nearly as
possible in propostion as the Army itself has increased,

That is only one aspect of the affair.  While there are fewer healers
available for our 20 In the field than ever, the work which these
healers have to do Iz immeasurably greater, more responsible, mone
exacting ; demanding more labour of brain and skill of touch than can
ever have been known in the history of war. Halll a century or 20 ago
the majority of injuries received on active service were not very much

us than those inflicted to-day by French ducllists on ene

dislocati to be set, fractures to be mended. Not more

these were very many, if not most, of the evils with

he Army doctor, whom Charles Lever knew, had to deal. The
greatest blessing ever conferred by science on the men who fight their
country’s battles is the antiseptic treatment diseovered by the genius and
skill of Lord Lister. That method of dealing with wounds requires such
mirutencss and care in its application as to be successful but in the
hands of those who throughly understand it Hence it follows that the
only practitioners of real wse for the Army must be not only surgeons
wha can wield the knife, but men of science, who can act in accordance
with those curative ples which selence has discovered. A suppgestive
instance of this trath was mentioned by one of the callers at Lansdowne
House, 5ir Thomas Grainger Stewart. In the Crimea astonishment
was felt that frequently wounds tended in hospital tents did better than
those cared for in what werne then considered perfectly organised
hospitals, The reason was scarcely even conjectured at the time; it is
now known to be the comparative absence from the tents of the disease
germs of which the hospdtals were full.  Other responsibilities now recog-
nised of Army doctoring comprise all the details of field hospitals, and
the moving to the rear of the wounded,  Yet, while the work has become
more complex, and the demands on every faculty of the

workers are heavicr, there was never a time when the Army had the
servioes of =0 few healers or when the standard of theose healers”
qualifications were 0 low. Men who have fair degrees do not avold the

m or the Navy services.  They have for some time ceased to apply
for appointments in the Army. The reason, of course, is that while
the other branches of their profession just mentioned offer careers and
inducements, the Army Medical Service, as now constituted, presents
only a combination of deterrents.  The remedy is, happily, as simple as
the evil itself is glaring and calamitous. In October last our article
suggested a scheme that has practically the unanimous approval of the
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medical profession as a whole ; that commends itself to civilian common
sense; that is not seriously resisted by the Secretary of State for War;
and that is only not adopted already because of the antagonism it has
elicited on the part of those professional militarists, of whom the martial
expert that knew all along in 1870 the French were bound to win, is the
historie type. 'Writing, though as civilians, then not less than now, we
ventured to predict the endos: nt of our proposal by the whole
strenpgth of the medical profession. The record of the procesdings at
Lansdowne House during the first three weeks of the present year has
more than justified our predictions of last antumn,  An Army Medical
Corps, after the pattern of the Army Sclentific Corps, membership of
substantive military titles, would, we then showed,
remove cvery complaint and secure every suffrage® The request now
made to Lord Lansdowne, as political head of smy, is in effeet that
the Army Medical Department should become an Army Medical Corps,
and that t should include what is at present the medical staff
and the Medical Staff Corpa.  Those two would in effect be associnted
together, and would have their st th increased up to the point
necessary for full efficiency ; while members would exchange the
insult of military rank on sufferance for the medical due of military
rank by title All the analogies of expericnee, all the arguments of
common sense, point to the formation of such a body and to its working
success.  The precedents of the Royal Engineers, of the Royal Artillery,
and of the Army Service Corps meet cvery objection, as well as promise
the happiest fssue of the experiment.  In each of those bodies that are
to-day integral parts of the Army there was a time when they were
regarded as forcign growths wpen it, which could never propery be
amalgamated into the system.  The Duke of Cambridge might recall a
time when an artilleryman was quite outside the regular Army lines.  In
the same way those who are now the objects of 1a>]m|:lr and professienal
respect, the Royal Engincers were doomed to b long and weary waiting
before they were recognised save as sappers and mincrs. W hen each of
these additions to the regular troops was made, the doom of the whole
service was predicted by the analogues of these o ts who anc
r resisting the association of the doctors on an equality with them-
selves.  The very Fact of the exception of the Guards from the operation
of the present system when it was established is logically, of course,
primd facie, the strongest plea one could have in favour of its being
ucumt:tumd now,

e impartial observers might have thought that under a
dispensation in which Lord Welseley was recently promoted so justly
to the position he fills so well, the prejudices of professional militarism
would not be likely to obstruct a professionally-equitable, & pOpl!LF Ty
expedient, and a nationally-imperative reform. I pul
not weighed with Army administrators, of that Army Lord Wolseley

* These ttles would, of course, run Colonel, Major, &¢., R.M.Co
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would not to-day be Commander-in-Chief, He became the inevitable
suceessor of the Duke of Cambridge, because, taking him all round, the
English people, which makes and unmakes administrations, recognised
in him the best man for the place. Lord Walscley is not only a
competent general, as he has often shown himself to be, but a quick-
witted and sagacious man of the woeld, as he has signally the
opportunity of proving himself now. He is also a man of a humane
patrictism, who has ever shown himsell interested in all which
promotes the welfare of the humblest of his men in time of war or
peace.  The ubjn:l of adequate medical attendance in the \rmy is to
obviate or to minimise human suffering. To dizspense with s i
that end would be to relapse into savagery.  Yet the Increasing
reputable doctors for the Army exposes us to something more th
of that unfeeling and impolitic retrogression.  From Lord W
great captain, surrounded by a professional staff steeped in all :h.. -
prejudices of their onder, the appeal must be made to Lord
ry, the citizen and pelitician, whasc intelligence is not tied down
toany procrustean bed of marti pre dices, whe, it may be hoped, is still,
as when he first became a power in his country, alert of inte e, free
from fettering traditions of caste, nimbly resourceful, quick to perceive
the true bearings and the final issues of any subjects 5|,|b|-1| ted to him,
and slow only to let himself be an instroment in the hands of those
unwise disciples in arms who are now exercising so mischicvous an
influence over Lord Lansdowne, and who seem to think that professional
ol national danger are & smaull priec to pay for a vaim, a
malignant, a purely selfish, and most unpatriotic trivmph.

T. H. 8. EscoTT.
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i are now, provided with opemalion rooms
:.T bﬁmﬁﬁmfmu:lnm 'I"|1|E:, nnd that in India and the
colonies thers are cantonment Iaolqnt.ﬂx where much experi-
i is gai ; bt this answer is of only o limited nmu:;‘,
aed at ull events bas no application to that ene-third of the
army medieal officers serving in Africa w'luz, as already
pointed cut, had nck more than two years _e:.pqml-ncp_
Lenve for study has been promised s often as it has been
proposed, but s seldom been givén on account ofa]uru.ul-.v?-_i;
ot ymeats, The army medieal officer spends so muc
of lis time abroad in isclation from modern & ifie pro-
gross that an cocasional leave for stody isa _rml.. nocessity,
not merely in fairnss to himself, but in jostics to ::]3
waluablo lives placed undor hin care. If, necording to L 4
sdowne, it is the men of m cupwll.,-_wlw enter, i!;l
if these men nre promoted practically sccording to senioriky,
nnd if the State does not enforce their attendancs fr_mn
time to time nt the best civil hospitals, with all their m-s;
range of casea from which to learn, it _Lemuwsra n:ml r ut.
abaolute certainty that the standand of the profession mus
be low. ] 4
As regards the mensures taken to reinforce the corps in

time of war the Madical Resorve can searesly be said to be

useful if, a3 already mentioned, it conld pmn:i_'h; anly f;Jlm;
officers to procesd to the seat of operations. The Sb:ic I_m
Iy to look for civil practitioners, 1"._1:, in the first

place, it no system of calling upon civilians; mor, of
‘eonrse, when those civilians had un».mr_rf_-all the m:;'
3 oy received any training in military me
hl:-: iljul.:JrLW @ outbrenk of war, in order to 6il ap
Tacancies o , eivil practitioners were advertised for .'ti
n pay of 270L o year, while as 1(‘;,92-35_ ihe f_n?lll itk
surgeons were secured at the rate of 365 o 3u.1.: il
cort pxtra allowances and o g y of two months’ pay
on conclosion of serv Also o few eminent cnu:u]
ons wers despatehed at n salary of no less than 50000
r. We gite these facts not as an aceount CI-’ all lll..‘l;..
was done, but a8 an & e of the want clf_u_uichl.rnrglu 5
perhaps we may add, in respect of the 1_:|.a1 figure, o tt u;
exponditure that prevailsd, But expendifure :m}.l U\:flnt_ tl‘
system are old and in lica. Supposs that in |;|_|LLL
of peaco the War Office, a8 in Germany, were to keep o Iis
of those civilians willing to serve in time of war, NIET'-?
give o selected number a retaining fioe, 11 return for w JH‘
they were to undergo occasional instruction in the eléments
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of military medical organisation, then by an ensy and
immediate process an efficient ressrve would have beon
created agninst o time of stross.

Pazting from the training of the saporior to that of the
lewrer ranks, somothing must be said as to the instrostion of
orderlies and murses, Tho army has hitherto negleeted the
question of femnle nursing, an already explained, di
not place more tha ¥y of its own nurses
the seat of war up 4ill a recent date at laast. For instance,
Mr. Clinton Dent, writing in March of No. 4 General
Hospital in Natal, commonly known as the Mool River
Hospital, said that thore were only nine nursing sisters at
work, Nursing was, therefore, practically ont of the
question, since the beds nombered nearly gix hundred. Al
that the sistors eould provide was a gencral superintendence
—waluable bayond question, but still of neceasity so limited
fhat its valos was reduced to the allest compass, N
wene nok only deficient, but in the early stages offors of trai
nurses wore actoally declined. But s the war procesded,
us orderlies becamo scarce, as Lord Roberts insisted on
female nursing, and as the usefulness of such assistanco
became apparent to all, mome particularly at the base
hoapitals and in fever cases, the momber of nurses was
inereased.  Recourse was hud to tho Army Nursing Reserre
already roferved to, the selection for which rests with s sube-
committes of the Red Cross SBocioty, The qualifiention is
three years' tralning in a civil hospital of n size adequats to
amaure o varied training, good certificates, and a personal
inspection of each candidato by a member or members of
tha committen. The regulations prowide for nine nnrses
for o goneral hospital of 520 beds, but so i oquate was
sach & provision found in prac that in April, for
instance, Nos. 1 and 8 Gonoral Hospitals nt Capotown had
58, instead of the prescribed 18 nurses, botwoen them, The
regulations allow no fomale nurses closer to the front than
base hospitals. Clearly the experionce of the war is in
favour of fomale nursing, to be utilised to a far greater
extont than hitherto, baving this farther advantage, o
relensing men for work at the immediske front. This, in
ita turn, will necessitate that organisation of o femals
nursing serviee, which has hitherto beon neglacted.

Az regards the orderlies, it is not to be disputed that very
often thers has been a grave deficiency of such men, their
places having to be taken for longer or shorter periods by
untrained regimental orderlies or the scton] convalescents
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of the hospital itself. The situation has been saved to
S0 xtent by volunteer societies, and principally by I'I!o
St Joha's Ambulance Brigade. Here, again, the
Tins been somewhat haphazard, and the men of the bry
thongh admirable and wi bave not hisd the ndvantage
of n pra I traiming. This might be ploced af t1w||:‘-
disposal in pease tne h\- L af rofurn won
the advantage of knowing the quality na
wil numbers of fully Ir.uru men on whem it eould lay its
nlso be directly
an.t'rn'a c.l’ lat in the
evenings in the various dutica of hosp
ant once & year for o fortnight’s feld tr "
ving fee ko come W called for. In this way o B
ve of male nurses eonld be created, ample for all
""'1ILIﬁ'K|
: ”Ilhn:un- now 111'.|]l with the weaknesses disclosed and reme-
the onnms:u; i |
fioors, nurBEs, |||||l
nd s com.m.h -1& p‘-nmhln
vi v proper pring iples which should gorern the dis
“”bcll'll’ilijfﬂw - ol and its il'|,|u|)|u&:|| on the cutbreak of
hostilities, s this war to illastrate and enforee thom.
g to the publish armngements, the first army
ar general hospitale, four statio
d eight bearer compa:
to each ul' the eight bri s It which the army corpa
vas divided.  Each of th rades has also a field hospital
i altogether and the total of twelve above
ke fact that each of the threa
hospital abtacked o i
corps troops of the army corps
1 assigned to them «lw—tIuL i3,
z-\'lhn- The theory is for the
the baso, for the stationary
on the Imu of communieation, and for
s mnd bearo os fo provide for
i ta of the fighting force. The
s ftsolf as to how the personiel of
olvilians, which w ready dealt with as the necessary
reserve of the Army X al Corps to bo called up in )
of war, should be distributed throughout this =ys
There has been wanting in gur pres¢nt wiar any very d
thod in this respect, and that for itwo reascns.
of & bass hospital is eonstructed in the main with o
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view to performing the complets work of o hospital i
ita parts, nd not o supplying & framework for
mission c-E eivil aid wh ¥-  Consequently
ivilian to go? To Ilje
s and bearer companies
front the more does it
Are, then, the sivilians to
ain ab the base P at the base Elnpplh]n. though per-
according to ulations, a eertain number of
inns, aro largely provided for already. The solution of
the dificnlty is that the existing staff of o base hospital
be Illllh"\‘l up into th which is adwministrative and that
whieh ls medical, the whola con g of 166 men 1.1.1 11
-177 persons L
+ o r]u,u b restr
numbering aboat I uld .|||nu,l
lh.' filled wp by civilian I.]\Fﬂﬂi"ﬁ un]-\ r]u'x. nn.i mrs:
ised under the eontrol und sap
is pregided over by o coloncl, who is the
al medical officer, and o major, who is secretary and
Now in ti of war the vneancics ocear, of
nly among the staff of the bearer companies and
i I:u;n: . who are Lx;unul to the risks of an
active o mpaign, Hence, if the staffs of the b
were Joft as o skeleton into which civilinns could be |-nurul]
in time of war, this would releass a large number of t |
military men for s front. And wha
the base applies sim o th stationary hoapitals,

The second reason why no very clear system has been in
working k nin the relathons bebween
aln e |1:.||: 1m'l il 3

i 1.,r=n imber of hospitals
el almost wholly by civilings. Among the many
red to the State thers is one
re us, for they bave shown
militory 4 g is required by these wha
_hospital fn time of

thirty miles sonth Though equal in point of the
number of their beds to o general hospital, they began at
once nob with the reguls bat with forty nurse

Their staff of soma 200 persons did not include more thar

ong member of the regular Army ieal foree. Yot this
syatem, 8o admirable in its pract rosults, is open, as a
aystem, to & eritholsm which s very cogent to the point at
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If i i iw b
issne. When did the first of theso hospitals arrive at ¢l
:il;lpf operutions This was the Portland Hospital, "h-lfh
may be said to have opened at Capetown there montha
after the war b And the Portland was no larger
than a seckion » base hoapital, confaining, that is, some
104 beds, while the somanry hospital did not gt
jnto working order ronths of the war had p:lswl.
This delay clearly might have rendered the movement very
meoh less usefal thon it has metually proved, if it had :sn‘li
bappened that the w ed and that mul:neus]hl
not become serions till March. € rly it would I!‘-:.'w\-. ll\nn
better that some framowork, some cadre, should have d'“-f‘“

rovided by i t, or should be provided in
H to which prive erprise should fall at onea.

caring the baso hospitals and moving, so o f[:(-u'l-:. to

tha 'ffqall‘lrill.lfl the spher the stationary and pr.ﬂ. I\]rm-

il and bearer eomy 5, it shounld Jm_]nmmml that

s wounded [ it i the duky of

to eonvey him to the

henoo ho is passed by the

n“.Illl'ul.]u- army s on the move, the fell hospitals have to l:l‘
evacnnted a8 soon a8 possible and their inmates asaed in l1:
hospital, which is e blished on the lines of
n. A stationary hospital differs from a field
ainly in this respect—ehat ]: is equipped to

muts, not LemporT)
becoms fit to return to tk .-_L p

Y 0 » other, whersin i
e to the bas neeount of permancat
v. If the fores, however, is not on
n ndministrative question as o
1 shall be passed down to the
sary hospitals, or whel ) !'.:_uiolmr_r ]'.w;ntnl.:
| bt moved vp to the front. For instance, on Iiyonr
Roberts's h 1o Bloom fontein the gick and wounded af
o carly 8 s of the march were moved back to Jaoohadal,
to Enslin; arch procecded
back. After the
on Mavch 10, wero left at that
place wi pital, and then, soon after the entry of
the arm chi 13 wfontein, they were sent iior
and oo into that town, Hencoforth the hu:;;-f?
% to return the sick and wounded to their m L:
equipment, but fo sond the medical equipment o the
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Bloemfontein army. Bot whers was the equipment? We
had held the Modder since the battls of that name, fonght
in the eloging days of November, and, daring the courss of an
ocenpation of over three tha, had piled ap a groat amount
of storea. W had held Naaawpoort on th
opened from the south, ever since the opes
with the exception of a very fow d
wagons could go from B
and fitch the sick and w
thoy not have fetched
Beer mids were fo be feared.
hospitals have carricd equipm
march with the troops?  But tl
Why not, if th
own transport on tl
sommel and equo
could th

A ¥ by train ns
ling wns oponed P Becanee it must be entirely used to f
the troops. Not #o, since it was otilised nof culy to
the troops, but to e gbores for o future sdva
thare ware fwelve & s & day, could

been set apart? Or was it T

wis disorganisation? No. 8

s equipmont for a
w0 arrived with its & but

0
dvantage to the Do
al hore, exeept th
of transport.
od for tho vari hospitals which lave
No & ans of
sick and woumnded of an army corps of
generons nation that the world has
p other very instructive or snggestive leas an
* British Medical Jowrnal, Jung 2, 1900, p. 1370,
i, p 1971
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that b Nor was this all.
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Mmmt Riflemen, O nud ready, colonial
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