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ARDUS FIDELUS by G.H. Swindall
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Baing the story of L% years in the
Royal Army Medical Corps.
Sarved ,

By the writer.

Foreword.

have chosen as the title of this book, the Hotie of the Corps
meaning is "In
wa gre fu "B cheracter, to
in that in time of war, we are not sngaged
maining men, but in saving life, the

Royal Army Hedical Cerps, in the last War, can bhe split up inte

roughly four sections, first the Field Ambulance, that cleara the

wounded, from the trenches and hands them over to the, second,

Clearing Station, who in turn send them op to the, third,

Base, where they are either detained, or drafted o fourth, the

LE
L

zlz in England, the most of my service was

Firat and the following stery, would, but for an accident hawe

bhesn longer and more certain, btut as I lest my Diaries, the story
=] 7 ¥ N

from Notes, War Hecords and Items from the 25th Divizional




he Hoyel Haval
o

A" afid
bean on
balng us
we met in
rulting Depet, 1
et inches, Jimmy was five fest, elaven
ing officer, grabbed Jimmy
just the giza we nt, but leckd
and scorn, in s rather loud tone remarked
away and grow, 1 tried hard to
and I togethar, but he was not at
7 thereupon sgid, very wa
me,; sc out we
as we had been so sure, thaf
ragant ouraslves, to ba acceg
aftfort to join the B

H 1 Volentaer Depot, we

was recruiting, so we aoked

wanted to stop togeth

to only recruit men e f I s, 80 he

Jimmy, so once again we found ourselves facing

they would takes Jimmy, but no
day snd then
7, and decided to go to
n thelir, but not having zny
join the Army, everywhere one waent,
join the Colours,
we went., 1
gould not
only bean five feat

had decided tThat the Country




ve one more

iverpool and

aae him pass

fealings wara hurt ink Jimmy sged 15 years

YeRrs 2y uge, I went

afternoon, as not being at to join up, I

went te Lime Street Station to

tmant, ha was
batch saventy

and although negr gix feet ta e w smallest, I

but underateod
for three years
and so we parted J to the Merchant

Sarvie I went that evening to see my I ad! t r, Will

LBy

he had joined turning men away from

ttalion on aecount of hedight wag vary sorry for me

Ty ags 1 was for mysell, =20 I went to my

neyed, once again to be

told by the five feet six inches, I gave

up hope, and

threes lnches,
gaventh heaven of the firat
my disgust
when he
sald
are your igad l.'L""!'."l.‘

M another man named Mpsa,




te the next roem, after going throush a series of exerciaes,
and wgs lgnded phe glorious punch in the cheast, and as 1 drew
back, 2 hearty smack on the back, the Decter ssid, physically
undevelopad, what, was I to be stopped now, arter keeping me
guspence 5 few momente, which seemed like hours, he turned
the Sergeant take these men, and have them sworn in, proud
gz g peacock I stopd dn front of the Magistrate, repested the
cath, had two shilling: 1 and was ¢ o His Hajestys
Gpldier, I left the Toom « * 1T hgd net
what kind of work, or what the duties, of
jeined wera, all I thought about was, I havegot ih, the
met ma coming out, come here my led, sheske hands, you have
joined one of the finest Corps in the British Army, composed,
of Gentlemen's Song, znd Medical Studente and they will mglke
uge of you in the Hospital, net exsctly what I wanted, btut I
goon dismizsed his last worda from my mind, shd left the Office
with a Railway Warrant, in my pocket and orders to report to
Aldershet in twe dgyre, over to Seacombe I rushed inte ths house,
shouting to the Landlsdy, I am in, I am in, T asked her to pack
s

o T
my <lo

nez and rughed off to the Post Office, in Brighten Hoad,
gnd wrote out a telegram for my Mother, telling her T would be
Homa that nig 38 I hgd enlizted, I handed in the telegram,
nd o sweet yvoung damael teock it and rezd it, then leaned across
the counter and befors I was aware of it, had her lipa on my

chesk, had I beesn older no doubt I would hate asked for more,

tongue Ti

sail the
next day and asked for my Beard of Trade boek, 1 tThen went

around to say goodbye to some old shipmetes, the B i Chief

Steward), wish me the best of luek, the Chief Engineer, told

me what a Blankety Blank foel wag, a8 they had turned me down,

skipper




Havwy, and T left the
of gl]l aboard, that night I journsyed
two nighta, I was not guite ao

macte of Arme LAT # ol Tt [ (e e
1o Army Life, atter reaching homas,

again, but the 4th Sept. arrived
at Aldershot, by a'elock train
home feellng that za the war, would be over
by Christmas, no doubt I would not go abreoad and with thosa

feelings and expressions hoped to allay the fesre of my Mother,

s1l8ter and Aunt, oh arrival at Waterloo, I ascon found the train

it was loadsd, but I squesged in, and away we went, arriving at

Aldarsghot; I apmewhat tolken aback, for leaning over the

rallings, bundreds of men were advising us to keep in the train,

afid go backK again, as thers was no food, no nothing, a lively

not long ] afiae of the fast, that
the coming to the stption was egaisr than going ry Tor the
train was boarded by a horde, of what we were to learn aoftervwords
ware Militpry Folice gnd the next wa heard was, fallin you're in
the Army now, and right turn quick marsh and off we went, the

sergeant was a regular and told us te take pne notice of what

the other fellows said, they're a proper gang of grousers, wa
grrived at Hedown Hill and fecoing us were | scores of tents, but
none fer us, 8 0 iite of them were old aweats, they
Jjoined up a day or so befors us, wa were marched or rather like
g Fleck of sheap, we wandered round to Stanhope Lines whers the
2t. Sgt. Hajor, lined us up, and
ug what a Rice place wa had come too, ha sxplained to us,
g2 rale, there wera, 25,000 troops there, bat that waslk
gnother 175,000 had arrived, a natarally they were not prepared,
50 he was very sorry for us, as he had no food, no tents, mugs, in

ahy monsy with you, go and borrow

food in the tewn, there were some
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Bay, Where are the Boys of the 0ld Brigede
hear him, others ftold yarns, snd

did, wasz

funny

to

- | =
a8

often chi
gn S
by the Officer, and told to 1ick he axamined me, but nething
o ) )
being wrong, he asked me what I wasz be ] igting and come to
- ]

the oconclusion, that the cold, after the hot clir I had beean

§ ¥
uaed teo, affected me ¥ nt back to the tent, naxt,; we

ware all in the tent together, snd Addicoet got on the topic of

promotion, at hies suggestion we agreed that hone of ua would accept

all shook bands on 1%, pledging ourselves as
nrivates together, we would serve througheut the
when routine prdera were read ont, to our smszemar
we Baid a few complimentary things to

that whilst shaking 3, and pledging sach

ship a8 privates he had been informed that if

nevar trust
I met during my

and for

ing him pf the fool

prominent




having his
ot onceE, after
arade cns morning th
from our tent, and took us asid
pork, and as you will have
yourselves

hegrd

ground me they all
wrplaining at great length how to tall the
T was in the midst of it, the Orderly
, Tive, aix, seven,
in here; I want
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the sole purpose oI s8ho ; Ther 1 aTa ent
it they cursed me, the 3tars, the C ; he Army,
weaka,
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We only cams too Mont 5t. Elei, for a day or twe, and during

thet time, you had various duties, the chief being the sewing up

n blankets, of the dead, we heard the ressen why, all bodies were
brought dewn, such a leng way, for as a rule they buried the men,
pear the line, who were killed,

But owing to the awful amecunt of mining, it was gquite prebable
to bury men, and then have them blown up again the next, or succeeding
dayE,

It ia sad to think of, tut one can only say, that the least,
pur Soldiers should have if pessible; is a quiet resting place.

Sometimes there would be less than a dozen, but 1 happened %o
be on this duty, when s greast meny had been killed, one day thres
of us had to sew up thirty siz.

I know that in the sarly part of the war, the priece of the
blankets wgs deducted, it wae nct cheeseparing, it was just one of
the Tules. but the Army Couheil altered it, when we were out there.

Tha bodiss wers taken dewn to a large Military Cemetary, at
Ecoivres, and the different padres, would read the Service, the
Unien Jack, was always place over the dead.

One Young Officer, who I sewed up, was a striking figure, new
uniferm, new trown boots, new everything, he may have only just
come out, he had several gold articles, such as watch, pancil, and
ring. which I handed in, his neme was Noble.

A week or so later, the Richmend and Twickenham Timea arrived,
one of the men locking through it, said Blink, loock here, a Touhg

Officer, from the 10th Cheshires, named Neble was killed at Vimy

iidge, last week, and he comes from Home. do you know him, I said

no, but I sewed him up, =nd I thought it rather a coincadsnce.

But one death, was a tragie affair, a young Lance Coperal,
was in charge of a machine gun squed, in & crater, the men weTa
avidently fad up, one can gquite appreciate that, when seeing the
place they had teo guard.

They evidently had a talk smongst themselves, for the five
privates, left 2 ] t, and surrendered to the enemy.

The Lence Copo ¢ To his post, gn Oificar leoking through

sssss B DETLECODE,
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& periscopes, saw them disappear,

The Lance Coporal was releived, placed under arrsst, tried
by & Gepneral Field Court Martial, for allewing men te desart their
poat, and showing cowardice, in the face of the snemy, by not sheoting
them down,

The decision of the Court was Death, and the sentence was carried
out at dawn,

He was carried into the MHortusry at Ment S5t. Eloi, we thare
had the myth expleded, that only one out of a firing squad, had
his rifle loaded, with a live cartridge, for he had seven bulleta
wounds thropgh the heart.

e wers sll upset, when we heard the facts about the cass,
the C.0. sagw to it himself that the Union Hack, wes placed over
hia bedy, and he lies buried among his cemrades.

Several times this case arose, in the course of conversation,
and everybedy seemed to agres that Justice would have bean amply
sarved if the Usath ssntence had been passed, and then to have
had him gently smuggled away, for altheugh the Court was right,
it sesmed & terrible thing, that s brave man, sheuld lose his lifa,
for not shooting dewn his pals.

If he had tried to desert his posat, the case would have been
differant, and as a man who jeopardises his comrades lives, he
would hgve degerved 1t, it was 3 sad affair.

Vic sgid to me, what will those five men think,
avar got baok to England, and they are told what happened.

I hope that they did hear, and thot they have a try, and
aome amends to the relatives, for after zll, his life iz on there
handa, as no man was ignorant, who went into the line, of the duties
he must net shirk, and actiens he must net ferget.

Up te Liverpool Dump Aid Post ggain, just the zame old routine,
mines up, shelling the dump, loading dead, and wounded,

Cne afterncon, one of Irish Rifles waa helped in, ha was
in & sorry state, two fingera of his right hand blown off,

Suspleieuns of a sslf=inflicted wound were uppermost in our

minda, but we ware wrong, a party in a erater for 48 hours, Jerry

ss»sss bDombing,
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minnles, shells, mac

to dislodge tham,

One I:'.:r' (514 [} ".'::1-._1' had hean

ERYT

1A

g had his hand injured, it

to bereleived, after spending

Ll

agony, he was helped down, we

ounsly, thay had had no food, p

o

The Doctor undid the band

claansad the wounds, and ordear
Hoad dug-out,
Arriving theare, scmabody

bu

it contained a lovely cake,

and sguashed half of it,

il
il

I turned, and saw
half, and hs eat the lot, 1

afterme, he #gid my name is Di

I can give you, in thanks for

de our jeb for that, we do it
I would like to give you

out came his cap-badge, there

that sinecs before the war, I a

have it, it is a mamery ravive

brave sotlons, that had no row

Our Colonsl, himsalf gn I

where I got it, I beleive he d
particulagrs, and said the man
Another tir

out of the usual, and

anything

pounds, in his ekin,

further wa went in the slither

He was as chearful, as he

than wince with pain,
hagvy for you

ghapa to carry

Tt would

not have bean so

ine guns, &ll the whele infemrmo,

kill

ed, or wounded ons almost a

was bound up, and he was the

L8 hours, in what mast have

-

only bad a bisewit, he eat it raven
ractically for two days.

|

1R ]

ages, 1t was a grussocme Big he

ed ma to see his g far as Hethume

ghouted, parcel feor you Blink, and

s g

Ly

the post had besn harsh on

t

ayeing it, I gave him the broken
to go back agein, snd he called

1len, I am a regular, I have nothing

what you have dens, I said we don't

as our share of this job,

something, he went through his pockets,

you are, all I have got, I have had

T

# la atill

at zaccapted it, znd
r, and brings back, one of thooe
Ards

rishman, saw me with it, and asl

oubted me, him

until I gave

ig in the dug-out.

2, & case, wounded in hoth legs, as per ususl,

would be near it, fiftesn stone,
and all his cleothes muddy, and

P
LR

turn gbout we carried him,
ing mud, the heaviar he seesmed
wes stout, he would tell us a

ragt chume, I am toos bHlinking

1 +hd
KB TOlB.

bad, if it had been dry, we arrived

down at last

(R




down gt lapst, he wae in 3 bad way, well thanks mptes; ths chaps

up tha line den't half call you some names, I did teo, but I didn't
know what you had to do, and I withdraw new a1l I ever said.

Thage expreszions cropping up here, and theres hurt a bit,
but it was no ase letting them see it, after gll they did not know
our work, until they were hit, whereas we knew thares, and were
jolly glad that wa were not Infantry, the other Begiments and Corps
had bad times, but for the real brunt of the War, the Infantry men
stood out by themselves, and only those who saw them, can under-
atand, what thay sndured, no pen is capable of preotraying it, and
I suppose seeing ne more often, than thse othera mebs, we came in
for the chipping.

inother bad case,; was z young man zbout tweniy, a severs
abdominal wound, the M.0. ssid, leook here you bearars, that man
has got a bare chanece of pul ; through, but he muat be in a
Hospltal before might, this was about mid-—day.

We declded to have z try at i g8 tThe N.0.

lay hera, 1 wlll have to 1lhnjedt morphis, but
gtratcher will keep him alive perhaps LB bours, if you jelt

ing dewn you will kill him perhsps, but it i= his only chance,

on no account, must a drop of water pass his lips, just wipe his
lipe with a wet rag,

The Docter gave stiff injection, and away we went,

was a terrible hot day, the sun, was pourlng down on him; as

oarried him, cne shislded him fror y pun, the other wiped his

hands and forehagd

After some tlme, 1 acte of the drugs bsgan to wear oll,
ha bacame restive,

Water, he oried, we woatted his lips, poor chap, he was in =
bad state,

Fer half gn hour or more, he was crying
s for murdarars,

At long laat v sgched the foot of the hill, we climbed thes

wars congratulating




Just then out of a house came @ome man, The patlent was
out, for water, we had only fifty yards to go, we told

then ha ceuld asse the

One lot of infantry shouted gt us, snd even began te threaten us,

Zive the poor devil some water, I went over, and quickly told
them to shut up,

Out cgme some Artillery men, and bafore I could stop them,
a Sergeant had thrust a water bottle into the wounded mans hands,

&

like one possessed, 1t wes to his mouth, and the water had passed

his ]LE:-:-::, too '|i.ctF!' T had it WARY

We agid o few words, that we were sure the Sergesant understood,
ggrried on inte the dressi

The 0fficer, undid his t s 1 ig this you have been
doing, you have just given this man water, you have killed him,
you know you hsve po right te give abdominal wounded water,

We teld him what had happened, he teok particulars ef the

Sergeant, he was punished latar on,

The case we had d with such cares for clese on ftweo hours,

died within ten minutes of us geitting him down, ireny, killed by
kindness, on our wey back we looked wmp the men who bhad shouted at
ug, and teld them we knew our work, that was why we were there,
and ag the result of an individusl, who did net understand, that
case was lying dead, we told them how his lifs would probably have
been Bsaved, but for the water opening the wound again, and we als
aakad them to help us in futur not hinder uas,
Anathar time werea going dowm with a stretcher case, two
otherse haopenad to
to a couple of duck bosrds over = trench, which we had to
a8 we grossed, there was & young infgntryman, in battle order, and
fizxed bayonet, snd pointing his rifle up, ae if he wae saluting,
called out Halt. wh
I den't kmow 3t the others thought, ineluding the man on
thoughts were, and they were,
fhat if thgt rif yaded , he suddenly decides to
'_.\,"!'I:.| f'j'rr'-.,

anws B




[ 7L

what wae the matlier, 1 salid bulle
chum, coming down with us, he locked mystified, and just shook his
hegd, so I risked it, and climbed inte the trench, bhe wea zs docile
rifle, then a1l his sguipment, snd
along with us, he climbed out, we got down, ithe
am afraid,

The Hedical Officer, laughed when we told him of our attack
of the wind up, and we laughed to, when we found his rifle was
unlosded, but that is different, te wha y did when we found him.

Two privates of the Royal Herth Lande, came intec tha Aid Fost,
both wounded, we heard later about them, they were in a party,
holding a mine crater, Jerry tried to dislodge them, and had succeeded
in wounding, all the party, btut these two being only slightly wounded,
decided to hold the crater until releived.

Jerry must have known, that there ware only twe laft, anyway
he zent z rsiding party, but the itwe bold herces, held oh, and
bombead away at them, for it not being dusk the Jerrles dare not stand
up, our guns dare not fire at them,; although they knew they were
thare, for fear they killed ocur own men,

A8 soon zg dusk came the reliefl crawled ocut, and feund the twe
men, all their bombs gone they were pelting Jerry with stones, Jerry
then made his attack, evidently finding out it was stonea and not
duds coming ovar, but he was too late, the two were releived, and
ware rewarded the D.C.M. which we all agreed they had sarned,

gtar Weak Gl , and tha Hoyal Irish Rifles wera in the lins
again, on the Wedneaday st doybreslk, looking through thely periacopes,
gaw g blackbesrd up, with scme words on, asking them not to
Fight for a Government that was murdering their fellew countrymen,

(this was in reference to : Bagter Riots, 1916 in Dublinj, fortw

he had made z bWloomer, for they were Loyalista, and that night ra
him, to let them see, how much netice they ftook, of his invitation.

the Government cartainly had

e 3 . et Ly
Affair, the practically bringing

F s » { L - 14 -
azitatore and Strikers, 1t waa a marval

ware tha limiL, if ever
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big place, full details

wazs shown by the strikers for their fellow
their higher wagea, and while

They struck, until they got

they strock, they materiels both for offensive, and defensive

up, men were getting killed, for the want of

méasures; were

what these in duals would not

pound of

There was something redicslly wrong, when Britefis had fTo be

nraticelly bribed, to produce the wherewithal, for the Services

to carry on 1 or RE B0 pigte]l held at the

Gevernments hesd was, the lives of B @ in tha Sarvices.
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men in his & a gnid he was o grest help, and gulde to ua,
we hegrd Trom different wounded men e exploits, 1t is
certainty thet if ever a R.A.M.C. man med a V.C. it was
Stevena, but somehow or 1y icers ever got thia
decoration in our Corps,

curiesity getting the upper hand, I
along the Valley, and have a e at & lage of Souchez, all
gorts of romours were golng round, about the jewels atc, that could
be picked up as souvenliera,

y

2 hundred vards, when he started te lamp it,

gartainly could not be for the purpose of lmocking any houses,
ete down, for it wes almost razed to the ground,

Seeing a couple of Infantry men, I asked them about the place,
they told me, Jerry was always banging away at it, you could never
be eartaln when he would start, alsc the; 1d me it was out of boundes,

I had seen quite enough, to satisfy all the curissity abeut
Seuchaz. I had ever felt altheough I should have liked to see
the remains of the Sugar Heflnery.

g funny Officer im our Div. Artillery, they said
te go for obaervation purposes, and
come back, dirsct iring of his battery, and fly over to see the
resulta.
in a gun pit, he stopped & bit, the lads who
bhim down, told us he swore at them, and said he was

not going down, | was going to have = bit of hie own back, 80 he

T

ugsd as much of aemuriition ad he dared, and we gtratchar '!:Fil..."l!fl"::.'
had the benifit of carrying csses down, whiles Jerry was trying to

find him, we voted him, not only mad, bet a blithering nulsance.

conple of days later he got ancther packet, amd

he was pretty badly wounded, the ¥.0. ordered bhim down, and he

gave the lads a lively time whe carried him, and when they got him
down, he gave them all a tip, the only time I ever knew of anyone

g

aver giving monsy, or offering it, for it was only deing what we

had joined up for.

The Church in M

Mont S5t. Elel, was very badly damgged,
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the pigeons still used it, and yvou could

‘ore any shells arrived, that he was shelling
Mont St. Elei, for the birds would fly out, and cirels round and
round the willage, and the iwice | wiilnessed it, the birde had no
goonar left the tower than the shells rived, it puszled us a great
degl, how birds should know,; thzt the shallsa, were coming in the
Village, for if the shells went over, they kept in the Towar.

Une night coming dewn on the light rallway, 1 bhappened to be
with a wagon piled up with dead, something happensd at ths Junction,
there was an explosion, and the next minute, Jerriss machine guns,
were rattling away, the bullets whizzed over, and around us,
in desperation laid down, and used the dead, for a shield, nebody
in the column was killed, cne or two got flesh wounda, the nexi time
I passed that junction in the dayiime, some wag had put s bosrd up,
and onn it were the worde Suicide Corner, it was well named.

All the Stretcher Begrers beling ordered up, we knew there was
1

geing to be something deing, sure encugh, sbout 10 p.m. up went

five mines and sep hesds, our gune let fly, and so dld Jerry's
our Division hed captured the ridge, but at what a price, we wers
2ll kapt pretty much on the ge for L5 hours, and it was perfect
lamped away, all over the option, our duck beard track,
was named the Corderoy Fath, the Cumpunicatlion trench, and
the country side in general, came in for it, and how we never had
any one killed, was simply marvellous.
1t pesmed ag if a providence divine, was guarding the
¢f the deubls geven, for we had been most fortunate.
But strange as it may ssem this terribls paricd was recorded,

guite simple, in the C. in C. report, ae a little raid on the Vimy

Hidge, to straighten out the Line, and enable us freom the heights
o ¥ ¥

to overlook the Country beyend, we had a few casualties. We Idd.

Legve had not been stopped, and the lads were geing in their
turn, both Vic and I, had got no wheres near yst.
T

Une degy about a weak giter the blig rald, L1 was amongset a4 party

releived, to go to 1 s H.Q. for ferty sight h

sssse mRd luck was




el Wes
Arriving there, I at once clicked Guard, and going to the
rugrd Tenit, found eur Pals, Mallins and Helshsw, doifg their time,
and in view of what we bhad been doing, they ware well off, of course
they hed no pa and ne tobacco or cigarettes issue, but they got
they ware put on manner of fatigues, and th
blind aya w; t in their direction as long as they weorked hard,

which they did,

Thay were given the option next dey of serving up the line,

for the rest of the war, and so have their cfime, erased from their
gheate, and thay were only to pleased to take sdvantage of this
offer, for pay, and tobacco issue started at once. and the C.0. was
plezaed, s it meant two mere men te do siretcher bearing,

I was on Gusrd, outside the tent, and en looking up at a
saugage Ballon, 1 saw a man gattlng regdy to jump out, but his
parachute did not open, like & atone he dropped to the sarth, 1 at
orce gave the glarm, and some men with a atretcher, snd Capt. Leacher,
rushed over, I was not allowed to legve the prisoners, but 1 heard
from one who went, that when they arrived, they found him just alive,
and =11 he could say was. Mother. he hgd made g mark where he

struck the esarth, and it bad jolted his head almeat down te his

g from one of the orderlies that he balieved he
was a Basil Hullam, an Aeter before the War. of course that was

not his name, only his stage names, but what mades them think it was

ha, was that a few days later; it reported that be was killed in
France, having jumped out of a Ealleon, and his parachute not
OpERLng.
A crowd of new chape jolned ua, and weres immedigtely dubbed,
the new recruits, to thedr diagus and v 1 reg3on, wa leagrned
and all had besn out before
several yeara in, and thelr names
all
cockney who worked for thes L.G.0.C. bafore the War.

in Manchaster,, FPasein who was g regular comedian,

BEeew :ID'!.'.F!T




Fopa, from Ashleigh, worked on the reailway, and Focook ths regular
army mat.

0ld man Bdwards was having the time of his life hare, he had
built himeelf a fune incinerater, and wes as happy as a kiddy at
the asaside when, hia engine as he called it wes smoking merrily,

Bart Booner; rather a florid, and stout heavy sort of chap,
was on the Sasnitary job, bhe would have been out of place carrying

stretchers, but somabody had to do these jobs, and it was only
right under the circumstances that these two O0ld Hen should have them,

The second twenty four hours, I was doing fatigues in thes
Hospital Huts, and saw two cases worth recording, one man had been
admitted, with a temperaturs,

Uhfortunately they took his temperature at once, it was normal,
the Coporal told him he would have te report it, and he then said he
hgd rolled some little pieces of soap, and some other muck into a
ball, and ewzllowed it, it made him sick, and he thought he had

wahgled down the line with it, poor devil, once he found the game

wgs up, he volunteered, to go back to his unit, rather than get uliﬂk,

for malingering, they wangled it, somehow,
The other case was different, twe of us had carried him in,
hia ticket was marked Fyrexia, U.0. (temperaturs unknown srigin,)
he wes placed in the last bed, bhis temperature was high, when the
it was Capt. Collard.
ulae eatc, and talking to the Coporal in a whisper,
of fice gt the end of the ward said, I will be back,
gn hour oF 80. I haliave he his malingering.
Some time later he returnad, walked straight up to his bed,
re take thia mane temperature, it was almost normal,
and then in his high pitched, squeaking,
tone,

!+

= h ma, and get away with it,

Tou don't come the Qlc

out of bed you get my lad, and up the line you go,

=5 &) u N

Ha was only a youngster, and on the N.0. saying he would not

et him any yighmant for mglingering, if he ftold him what he had

HE 1 |

1

taken, he spid, I chawed some cordite Sir,

swessaThig day




day we had he 2 rrific bombardment, and going into

the r it 3 Wa were te go up en the morrow, I

he sat up, looked about, and
gtarted to ramble on like one dementad,
Thay are cowards all of them, they Tun away, and la
lag over there,
And another one
A atm here,
He wae blown to pleces nd they run awsy and left me, whilas
I had to stop.
l'\at'lcj." Vig ."||:Ir.f.1 5.;..:: he n 1 W] Uti;:e;‘:,:_,,
At the mention of Vies m topolk notice, and agked him
what the =— ha was talking
He rambled on, as I said very well you retten old blightasr,
is my Pal, who you are talking about,
he his up thers, and might be killed any time, and you ara hara,
running him down,
He tried to detain me, and when I was Jjust leaving

shouting,

£

dinda a Blenlk,
nds a Blenk,

wall mention namesz, and went t

the 5gt. Major, who said, he has got a tonch of 3hell Shock,

talte any notice,
Hone of us g any sleep that night,
the line, gnd with th 8w 7 laft tha

heard Bott shoutlng wers,

Minde
Ve arrived at Hont 3t gnid ware soom made mequainted
the news,
Barly that moriing, Jerrcy nched an attdek, after a two
houra "-rrm!*:u‘-il::--nl., 1] lad recapturad al]l tha Ir'-.';,"l.. ol the linae that

our Divieien had Cagptured = the five mines went up.

lookad
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aas if "ie was ..:-.|:.".;::'f ""!'ll:.'.uj' ‘-'\.'.!'II_: .!I:dij

garried some cases in, but he was up the line,
| e i | T } o o= i -
ttle while later, with a case at

%

and immediately told him, sbout what Bott was aaying
puckered up, in hie guisgical way, and said, the
l; den't you tske zny notice of what be gald, he his
not all their, nmot in gn unkind tone, just how & teacher would
apezk, to & boy who perhaps hurt himself,
I was not spatiefied, 2o I said 111 look hara
bust up with him, and then went, asnd
He just hugged me, Silly old Georg : is alright,
down there, and we are up hers, that shows how much value
placed opn his words,
at last got it ont of the sgquad, how this affair, had come
about,
They ware carrying a man down, and just as they were passing
gn Infgntry man going up the line, he stopped a shell, he was killed
onn the apot, and this had set Old Bott off, as the shell landed,
they put the stretcher down, and
hen they got up, Bott had dissppeared; and the next part I
hezrd from =ome » othera, he arrived at the and of the

Corderoy FPath, legding

an Officer, and they were juast leading up
with stretcher cases, for there hed besen so many, the bearers had
to have help,
Bott orderad the stretcher cages out, and in he jumped with

the Officer, and ordered the Drlver to drive stralght to a Casaalty
Clearing ¢ (which was arainst the rules as hs sheuld
gone to the Advanced Dressi Stotion Hont 5t Eloi).

the tent just as he ceme back, he was as

erown the seurviness of his

wag read out on Routine Orders, Lance Cpl. Bott, is awarded the

Wilitary Medsl, for gallantry under fire, and leading an Officer

who was bgdly woundad to safety.

From th ramprEs o nisg Te w comragdes, it was ssar to concluds

round the Officer, for one thing he hsd only

- :-:ll"
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Officer up about LOO yards from the Amb, secondly, he

is a man was dying to go to & C.C.5. with him,
g8 on every Ambulance picked for that work
had zetually
run away, T y pther wort 1 degeribe | action, and some how
or other, it was all gl LB because the Officer he took down
had written in such a good report on his t
ell, the viewa of his comrades, carry greater wieght, than
all the flowsry regsons writiten by men gt H.Q. for thay wera the
witnesass of hias actiona, and they were all agresd, that 1T was a
vile action, to give any man a Medal, for what bs had done, and

3

Lance Cpl. Bott kmew it; although he did not leave the Ambalance
for some time, he was like an interloper emongst us, detested by
one and all. for his detestable azetion, in making stretcher cases,
ba pulled out of the Ambulance, and left at the roadside, in the

¥ R

e pranced off to safety, with a walking case,

georching sun, whilst

and 3 wheole skin,

'ie gnd one or two athars told me ghout ths |!:--I:"'.'|'j,l‘!|':-:.|, Rt Cgwn
Joarry atarted every kind of shell, gas, shizz bangs, five nines the
whole galaxy, rained on the ridge, on the trenchezs, and when he made
his attack he had captured the whole of thd ridge we had taken from
him, a fortnight previously,

The wounded they had basn ing by the score, no one dared
te welk aleng the Cofderoy Path ha duck boards were blewn about
2ll over the option.

411 the woundsd bad to be carrisd by the communication tranch,
thet was levellsd in most places, the light railway
pulverised, and the wounded not being cleared, that was the reason,

gent hurridly from H.3. to help, and o we took ocur
turn, and if we bad had a hard task sometimes before, it was doubly
20 Now,

s i
exilt

e R 3 <
Joing hack 7 wallking up the ]

o)
I H - - L =

el the ilara + 1 us that 1:-’: wars ::,J_:_:'.--::-:In:i to hgve come

up & fortnight ago, but your blinking General said that what His

Men had won they could hold, and now we have perishing well got to

sesse COME 'l.vl._ﬁ,




come up, not only to help you, te stop him from getting through,

but we have got to taks over, 1t was indesd a walcoms pisce of

news, that we wars not to stay here much longer,

Bat it geemed ge if acmething was wrong, for immediately after

this rebuff, our Divisional General,
Major General Doran,
Was releived of his command, and in his place, we had

Ezjor Genaral Bainbridge.

kindas, and ths weathar too, our
]

fealing of & kind, that

gan herdly be erplained, that all the efforts had besn in wailn,

We lost a Brigadier about this time and also had our first
caznalty,

The Brigadier Gensral Gosling, of the Tth Brigade a regular

Officer, was on his way up the line, with some other Uificers,

Goodness only knows what they were doing on the Corderoy Fath,
in broad daylight, for Jerry only allowad us on it, with a stretcher
case,

Angway they hgd just approsached the Bethune Rosd End, and mo
deubt of it Jerry from his absarvation balloon, knew sxractly where
to tell his Artillery to fire on.

Just at thet moment, ET s goming to-wards
this g and gz they met; & 18 shell ma, about twenty all
round this

Brigadisr Genersl, and then
Hughes, was hit i 1 they said he just sank down, it
and ona killed,
he lucky spell, of
the Dounble Sevens hai been btroken.
had many & chat with him, for before the

s marine engineer, and

hgd both bheen at 8as.

iren, they f look funny

Iy
..

ke a school-bag,




huastling

authorities

wera too few, I, and
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but in time,
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o
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asctions, I alwaye
¢ but more,

that something was

the knowledge

g Pedre put the guastion,
he spirit, and gensral behaviour of the treoops sfter being
There wera mahy &ides teo this, for one thing some of
re fortunate, in perbaps not r ving & miner wound,
would perhaps e¢lick a guie
hersaa on il
:1'|'_|'! R
noticed perticulerly was thgt the man on the
(if responsibla )
thankful to be getting out of it mlive, but to judge
ippoasible, for a gonditions were different
from day to 4
only feel tk
wes ot in
"ferent axpar
the regzson for
wa wara here T e 14 la av of funny situgtions,
sayingsa

load.

the trench, to aveid

y and then perhaps a whizs bang e h jump inte the mud,

smother himself weould raise a laugh 11 exeapt the victim,

ho harms




land, from Hont.

m dg

those of us who

't the impression

a place that you ente

Y
stuff,
a place whers
m of war, guns of

in

the wire

whare you went, you might m

omehow could t focus m

ne
of it all, it just seemed to
pot and somehow, or other it

We arrived at Ambulance

no-—e

ZEns

ity and I cartain

that that

. Elei, to the Vimy Ridge, will never

1t backwards and forwards, on my

with & feeling that here you would

import of which was your life as

il you entered the sarth, you weuld

4

gll kinds eut of sight, men, and every-
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land out of sight, and yet every

1l was To0 JFOUng,

et death, or wounds.

v mind, on te the why, and wherefores

e that we wers flung into the melti

would cease, and world live.

ad at

A

He to find the rest

Quarters

lance alregdy packed up, znd waiting

& place, name

familigr Barne.
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idea

ives an
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A Franchman passsd

d Tinguette, where we wers billeted 1R
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g written by one of the 25

and what it cost to
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like when waras Ltheare.
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Frenchmen, fought and bled,

loat Sixtesn Thous

el AR R oy ol
Bl Al dh-d

For avery word, I say,
It was there, in last September,

When the grass with blood was

'hat the Frenchmen, GhaTj

In - Valley of the Degd".

Had not bean buried

Some sights we ses,

his one Turned
gruesoma egpactzels,

"Valley of the Dead".

3, EiNLE By pack ato,
which was i gls 1 had %o go aick, so 1 know
about the Village, at firat,

Arriving in front of CLapt Collgzrd, he ordered me lAte
gtratcharas ] n the floor, my threat was
and I hgd not esten
The Doctor ord me mil gg3 and chicken, and that did

me Teel & bit happie b . W f ba next twenty

hours, ohly bully and bis in, vf the erderd
sogked the

and on Cap




Walters, out the 2nd Batt.

original Expediticnary Fore

» Was as hap oy

was over,; he

BONZE, We

1gd a verse,

The mgn wa came to ch

cut at Kona,

fa started

nd we finished down
Oh, T Oh.

As a humourous skit on t

of the war, the a

and

1. standa for

The place you have he

s magrchead
find we single fi
The inference to

who went in, iz a true
He wge talking to

he %old me sl

waT tha martk,

it will be on tl

itgelf, iz in our hands,

it will be

topical

ppenings, it 1s

by, afterwarda,
Soldiar, a
hed ©
touch of

Franch Feet,

soon as the M.0. insp

company, it

to ask bhim to Bing, was

events in ¥rance for every

intentions of the Army, at the

i Zem.
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out, only = guartsr strong, of thos

this ghastly place.
I began to speak about

romours, but one that
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although it

®tart
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mark, @ the Ridg in y our lesing 1t, would have

beant ineluded

I waz out in s week and had a chance to look Tound the Village,
which had about a dogen housss in it,

Vic had saved me a place, in the ever open barn, s¢ I soon
got my kip ready, the place was rather s dismsl show, so the Colonel
upohl the idea, os aix gside football matches, the winners, and the
Tunnara up, both getting money prifes,

All men not putting their names down, would be put on drill,
fatiguas, or allowed te go for welks,

M'he firgt team, and the ressrve men would have thelr names put
on a list, and each one was the Captein of hid T all of the other
names, ware put into, a hat, and picked out, as each five ware drawm
out thay were put zside of the Cepteine, then you played kmoeck out
games, the Officers, and the Sergeants both had teams,

The tesm I was in was knocked out first round, but Vic got his
team to the Semi-fingl, befere they were kneckesd out,

1

The papers from home were vary welcome, i Dapars

being sent up with the retions, and we used to laugh at the Official
Comminiques,

Juast z little intermittant shelling or a raid or two, with & few
casualties, we had had some,

The post ceme up daily here, and I was very glad fo hear from

home, also hzd an occasional latter, from, Frank, Tom, and Gug,
alse the weekly local rag, we wers also able to deo plenty of leiter
writing our selves, and as the poat was free, we all tock advantage

Bolton, still keeping up his daily task by writing to his
little Jewaon,

I wea able to go for walks, with Vic now, scmetimss Wally Eing
would come, but being a nuraing crderly, he was often on duty,

Twp of o lads who had pelled on with each other, were both
quiet sticke, they would 2it abput, aznd enjoy sach others company,
without ever speaking a word,

har ochan 3 Baail Gardeansr tho |':"'t|: ha would take @

] he made us laugh with his daseription of




aftar walking for

two hours,
jdath saic, [ up thare,
Oabhourne said, Yes tima we wara

Harideth

the limit of their talking, Gardsner said he would

takes good care, he never went another walk with them,

would, ba imposaible

ga three bacame bosom pals, =

pralas them to h v, ag atretchar bearers, thay ware gmong

Oahourna was gbout 5 Teat 0 lnches f h 8 a girl, and strong

never in trouble,

a8 & lion, he seemed never in a hurry over anything,
ohe of those chaps you

Ll

¥erideth, about

at soccer in first team, same as Osbourpne never in a burry, and could

alwaya keap going, where others cracked up,

Gardensr, sbout 5 Feat 9 ihches,; s broad,; strongly bullt runner,

g native of the weat of country man, ohoca wWas

garried in drunk, next Croas count Tatd, @

came in 10th, sometimes a bit sarly in drink, but a good hearted ch

lion, eeemsd abaclutely tireless, and never shirked,

atrongz as a

mg, conld & r be imagined, I worked
Ior

better,

ar drznk, he smoked, he lovad

about how th

guizzing
why you snlisted and
you why I enlisted,
becanse it wa
tto George, Ditto,
at that, but as our time progressed Logether,
har, and knew by th
anlisted 3
of the opinion

Ha was a wall asducated

that gz the Germans had come through




Treaty,; and the iti in Iuty bound go too Belgiums

fhan talki
Wara, they are at
perhaps unintentionzl methods,

are alway:
told me ohe day,
the
iving up,

Tea eld George, Too o ime you young cnes Had

I pressed him, and then he told me,

Well George, I am a doomed man, I have developed comsumption, and

it ias getting me down, I want to rest when we are gut of the line, so

give up, when I am Aeaded up

L.

that I shall not have to
spoken te Leschear, and I could go away tomorrow,

80 I am going to coach and ses if I ezn help you
firat team, and he would
the left hglf backs position,

Qur little jaunts were onc gain interrupted, as I was

aant away for a few daye igues, and after we got back
dmbulgnea, startsd moving = rard about tha 10th of

All marchens now ware to b at ni 'l'.t? 1o
we sat off along the old B Hogds, our packs used to worry us,

having no azmunition on the front part of our sgquipment, the pack

nsed to pull ne down, and the strain oh ouwr necks, was rpiten, one

the Officers said, we could mot do it, unless we wera stretch
bearera, for the latter so strengthened our necks, and
wa could manage, the unequal strain.

There wae something in what he sgid, for the Nursing Orderlies,
and Clerks, 1 al e i E having the hardships of trench 1ife,
gaffered g good de; 5 han us, on the mareh,

ce called Cantilegu, =8 usual our
lagat the frame, with
mcomfortable night

ods ware kind,

Sargeaant Meleod of our Dispensers laft us hara to




Commisaion in thea

]

beginning of the War, and

He mag the Youngast

T

night we

A
and our section managged t

X

sughabls places one

villgge, but we were

worrTy about, lookKing Iroilr

Kaxt

billeted in a half

One of the

clever at getting out of

got loose,

g we liked

that run throu

=]

The naxt move was

+ b

0 5E

places

tzken some short cuts, tl

ha hatdarn 1sm _— ol
# DeTiar ClaEs TOogls,; am

for our short cuta, =

gnd the packs were heavy,

transport, did net turn

The sames old home

sharlie Belshaw useaed

one of

and there was

oo

Wowleim

at the

Son

Capt and Suerter-ma

Apant

o

2

too keen

night wa move off

il

chaps that

TODESD,

bout

up

o
.,
40

=

at "W

also left and wae replaced by a

chinzg o the 'l':.rrl‘.Lr:.'|'!it'.".'.'

gat billeted in & stables, it is aimply

+
A

into for rest, it was a nice clean

on getting a rest,

llage.
reach the Village of Pernoio, and
5 !I..':‘,

joined us st Areg nemed Pascin, was very

h

waz never tisd up, but whet he

Wasd

T -Ts £ @ ) 1
8 place, there was pl

':r:.:'u::., B0 W& Wara .ql 3':!]!': to f“'.-.'-'-.l'[‘

4
11

1, a8 usnal a night trek, and it was

nf
DL

4

Army take a lot finding, we had

narrow lanes, the transpert had to

armd
ang

st the w turned up a

o
' ¥

s got in o hopelsss tangle, the

arnd whan

80 we

7Bt + o .
DLLIATE, &

tham was,

this remark,

, to ses what we

ghe so0ld

BEEE,

whersa

got them,




them,

The Willage was rather

irigade wers bhillated here

&+

The 10th Batt. Cheshires, had a bad sccident here, they ware

being given a lot of practice, » Mills Bomba, and one
want off in the mida'"t of a pl the one who held it,
save the others, bat he was too late, - got full
it, and was killed at once,
wara woundad.

T+ masmad awial E m ho 1 just lived through
gt Vimy Ridge, should be killed by an accident behind the

We had a very enjoyable time this pl y What with on
gnd fatigues in the mor:
all the afternoon and eveni

Vie Hunt and Brownhill, got a Chess Hoard, and men, atol
of a pocket book, and used to have a game, I used

by wgtebhing, and o few tips from both of them, I wae gr

to give them both o game, they invariably gave me a pisce or

art

Cricket gnd Football were in plenty, it waa here, we
the stone walling abilities of Bargess, out of A. Seoction,

fhen C. Section played, A. Section he went in First,
right through the innings for about 10 er 11 runs, he was
gtona wall Jackson,

Fetting our mohay more
their lives,

I played Whis and Bridge, bat not for mon

to watch the othars it to wateh the play of

i

¥
Tarent in avery da

Jagger, when he was loai , usad to come and look

and say come on Blink, Lucks against me Lad, I wanis Thes a

to give me luck, atimeas it was bad luck I
turn, =nd
1ira brogua,

Sithee, Lad

two




the line, as usu

Toutencourt Wood

were o

of a diteh, he was about
during the night it be

T 1 - 4 g o e
e werea all came, and to ecrown

11k 1t had stopped, and

o

pere ot allowed, the wood, 80 we

Another lot init, which

strength amonget d Bsatall, his brothe

wgs already in t him to be sent to us,

The next night move,

wa had to pleasure of being Y in an Orghard, no fruit bel

old enough, thers was no raiding ard afte one day wa moved on, &t

and lgnded at a place callad Contay, and after the usual

arole, wa wers marched too Contay Wood,

of g tarrific bombardment

There was a contunuazl

¥ rate we were iy enough, to be listehing toc it,

distance,

Ve were all atid the

latter we had a proper dose of drill, how to pu!

ware g bhit stiIY

den't forget
iron

aofiened




von had the

- T
- el b=

4]

Fave Mms

N EY

SO

alghtpencea,

was regd out

f in our asaougds

Iron Hations,

were gent

‘ing, one
for nine days.
Bouglnoourt ,

5 o e v
EO0NGT




busy pumping shells over
their guns,
through the Villsge of Avuley, turned ke laft
and plenty of it sbouts was swas ne doubt
AFICTE .
up a2t & place, agnd it will sver remein & marvel to
land between a wood, and eur
guns, amd the other side I vas our front
'.'--i:z;l.'!-',' f?(,l':'r". :',J."f. like =l r' “.-"'ii.':il::".'-'-r

bsan

B ghalter erected, the top was corrugat
les canvas, I suppose it had been unsed, =8 a store
gome Kind, and this is where we kipped down, he evidently had
recollection of this place, for he began to search for it, much
to our discomfort, cghvas was not much of a protection, and we would
accord, kiss the Earth when he sent a Salvo cver.
we got definate news, s blg attack
morning, the IHMvision, that is in wi ! and the 25th will go
through them, and continue the advance, we lnew we were in for some—

¥

time

4

e gnd the gune made more ige than they bad all pight,

$ - T b il ~ ;| 4 D i 4 - NITHE
increase began the First tla of the Somme. 18t July

ant it was ¢ Y i | n our respactive

fantry man called

the other

traas Dartlas
they were the Tirst we hgd see any axtant, and

lopked anything,

lay on z different reute, and as

our wounded,

"

-
i
-8 R




other alide in
Heaching
eurtain sbout ten feet
Wa set foot
g a machine §
know, but the place was
s OfTficear hae
g8 the bulleta
an gltearngtive route, well
wae legding, atnd
turned round, gnd fe
down the

L

411 followed

acared fgced, new young Offlce

waelcomed

us, and broke

lgughad ge

the fact remain

a4 tohar
SLraTChaT

go bzek the way we

edge of the wood

the

gourae it wae emply,

round the saps ateo

I him at once,

¥you come ovar a

ouY arpari

when
here I am, I am

wa3 almpat shaitere

: -+ - -
ANT0 8 I'eal

wall anm

1itila woode

. b |

all valley, &
bridge
gide faeing Jerry, had a car
the bottom part was eut
whather Jerry heard us, or whi
trainead

on it, was just fired, 1

& s
WL il

SWEI

bulletas,; jusy like a

but when a chap sess
awed , and continues on when, he
for o wooden crosa, B
t moment,
over my stretcher.
nd up the other szid
Byan first time up the line,

Irish brogue, gbout the dangers
to continually carry wounNg
wad well nigh impossible,
gerosz the
the old suppoet lines,
¥ had advanced, but
coineidence, the first

CaBd,

the old Soldier Walters

coming over he
gun bullets,

right leg,

AVery now,

T o J'nl_;,']li.'., ghd 1 @&t over,




and we were lucky snough neot to get
gams down, one of
yards in front of us, 1t e 0fficers wara
to leave them, as we had such lot of wounded
Everytime we Treached the post with our wounded, we agked
for cur ra 18y %o De mat with the same anawer, nols come up
wars haginning to take on o « :3 aspect, at last
the atrain of ne food, was getting soc great a hold, that we were
told to scout round, and see if by any chance we could find some,
Being & new locality to all the Division we hzd ne ides, of
where the previous troops hed there stores, so we commenced g
gyatematic sesrch of gl]l the old dug-outs,
Coming to one, loocking rather the worae for wear, we cleared
away the debris, and putt gz my head inside, spotted several boxzaes.
We worked with redoubled vigour, and were soon inside, we
burst open the boxas, Biscuit: dully, and Two whols Chessss,
orders, no eating if you find stores, the Lads

up the Line fir: and wa soon had the ssndbags full, we clegred

the whole lot, and up we wept, and handed them over, to the place

gllotted.
turn KEpowing the reabouts of the men ware
lat all have g '|.'i+.'|'.'|-“:j. '|_1‘ W } ITOE .'.ﬁ: 5':,;4.::r' W .:‘:f-"-‘f |;:-I_L,“3.|,
food, for nearly thres daya ut what about the lade ug
hting on smpty stomachs,

in delivering the rgqtiona, by our Ddvisional
Heads, was all the more noticeable, ha t that the Guns
net kept hungry, food for them was
but the men, well I supposze had been forgotten.

the
atrong
Mvision, sasing gaid, vou come alonhg
AhowW Fou Aache

12 the outs 8 of the Wood, preaassntly

atopped




pad, climb up th and have o lock one at a time.
rad up Eed onto w te all intents,
PUTDOS&s, ¥ LETREE eld, and gl 1 Wars ovar
men, in every conceivable
I got down, the cthers locked, it was a hearthreaking
We turned to the © who had shown us it.
noticed b he wWas not ¢ ctly as he ghould
atarte that a Major

Aot lkriew, had lad them out the Support trenches

the top, to the front line, they bad no sconer atarted,

achine =mun bul ts began to mow them down, he said we have
Major agai I balieve he was a @] he has been
hia body i: to be found, so he must have gone
over to Jarry,

To uz it wes not only a terrible sight but, thers was some—
thing radically wron n t g men out of a trench, when they
could have got up, ugh tl wommunication trenches, to the
front line, for i pit elling, they would have had
but going up a =light hill, with Jerry locking down from

wan aither, as the man aaid, the work of a apy, or a casa of

besn badly knocked about, bat
wounded , and the agttack
of the Lines
de had won,

A 5
[hiepval was

oeararg




re given

Lo our

nlace, met

gunken road

(ther wers ver

BOm e

inned out until

rram, the otheara

L




tha baat,

Was

mally exparisnced Ja regpecting

|It
w0 much about tha a I was
T i:_|_|!'|_':." Wouns

Tamme, what

anothear night would
15 ,
12 only means at our dispeosal, Tum &
drinking my tot, but not knowing
Ha cama round : laat are a lot more over
gea 1f they hem where you can find

ThaT
helter,

a thought he be wendering, but he was sp distressed,

gnd feteh the other two with the

cher, point oult where h with the Cfficer, and then go

~oas
L

in the direction the ficer, had indicated,

with snything but happy feelings, but after half

'ound nobody, I turnsd round to relTace EY BTEDE,
sipval we warae 1 g up hill, st Jerry, and dare not

purgelves, much, so here Jerry was in g like positieon,

whera could ses our Leds in the suken rozd
could see Jerry lines, but not in them.
hesn scouting round, he camb back,

the shorter,

to the ground,

get our whereabol

to tell Canty




middgy, and not rain
said get a move on,
going would let us, a minute or two 2

bombardment commenced, and the place,

then, that the Jerry firad the bullets, only
did it to give us warning, to take cowvar,
¥

Coming, we had been able, everytime we came upon trouble, to

over the top and T the aide: t with & badly woundad

could kaep his
g pavaral

wa sontinued down,

would ba ghove
on anything smooth

the trench, and

hold the stretcher, out would go hands,
atretcher, poor devil, I zugnad when
in thea

over, and - why the othera, had net come

rival hagk 500 0 some dug-outs ]




angther
He bhawled, a
singe the First, and wa replied wa 2

ST

ditto,
QUr NamDaR .
-L. 5 Fed § wi

him know,

i T B a0 e aeeTE : e |
Albart, we reporied, and

C.0. and he was mad at us beipng treated like

naver atiy mention of I t in on reports,

pied the ali o, of f our clothesn, wara than

clagr the cases on the rig
wara thresding our

brokes out,

our Ladse,

did net




1
betuweran

both

unt

there, did no

Amb,

of wounded,

front line,

iAfter they ware an old Jerry Aid
rtutiately arman bandages, et¢ that were
ere

™
L

i

uality, I sappose, they w

Lyingz in the rogad, German Hed Cross Vall,
11in here, he could not have kno

Jarry started shelling
y although he wounded

of his own men

{1l ed
lled,

gEain, none ware ki

of the Infantry, ht in agome FPrisoners, and

atarted back, wi

thare OWNl men

had changed @ome take back all I sald,

nFCHELTE L

at 2 place callec

ipped him, and passed on, and

gave our cages in,
To our di fpund n aglesp, from this Divi
phen the Off] go up again, we left him and

Legcher, on Dapume Hoad,

and reported to

la told and juat then,
ing up, a faw from our Officar, gnd he went back,

navar oncé,




retchar capas, and

" . r .
i unlt. 1 was

found the
Capt. Hoghes, with his ever real
been doing wonderful work,
for they had been out thare
both our owh and jaPry wWol
BAaTvVEed
Fatting dowhn wi
ng their wounds
Station, and
He Ffirat critised, the bandages, the Docéere, the British
and then started to explain to us, (all the fime, talking in
that they had hegrd 13 morning that Litile
in Vendun, that the were on the run, and that he
in pur hands long, ar pe didn®t treat him properly,
ba t*roubla whah the

FEa waa getting more insolting in hie gctions, end words, at

gt hs stopped, and 1a & j he was marched off under sscort,

Guarters, but he had lost his tongus by thi ime, and

boagting, and hragging ocended to er

[+

1 3 1 i & r
ne SnoWeare 100 b 1O

AR
he Famow 8
ré&gd
ware
them, they ware

explained to




tree stump, zbeut
'

standing, at a

Hiflaa, hq

Cvillers, and in deing so
It was a great feather

Jerrys crack frocpe, =

they were holding up =11 t

and we were kept busy clear

The Divisicn continued

affort to cgpturs the Vill

pUEET:

hands the Australians

L

final
ap the Aussiss canftured F

taken it,

work

A reliaf from this

baeck inte Hlbert, it w

bad only juet marched ti

The

Ambulance
the fira
Cur Enginears had put

the
it

was henging over the road

¢f al

but bayond

succsading

mak
T
relaived

affort at Ovillers, aft

olze

t time, the leaning V
804

Cathedrzl but for the

was, nobi-exietent, hare
high, but ne hedek w;

up, wWith these 53

roagh time, and it did net seem,

we had ohe cheerful bit of new,

taking the rest of the

in

had egptured 179 Prussian Guarda.

in their caps, a8 the Guards, wers

the time the Germans held Owi

his sector, but the price had

g+
T wae

woundad ,
ng ahort pushes, hers and
of Foi

zeras, bafors it

our

vislon, and gs

the

other Divislen had

P

res after our Divisien, h

WaB very musc welcomed, gnd zg moved

rst time in the tewn, previously we
the outskirts,

about the Lathedral
irgin
e supporte to hold it, as Jerry often

strote would have fallen,

T

o ¥

the day it

2y Ghat

damage
the

rent

brother whoe was

Baan




sinoe the bagim E f the War.

k came By Way, was No Sooner,

wus detailed off, to go on duty and
Walking wounded coming down the line, through Albert to the dressi
gtation.

e corner of the road, wheare I was to stgnd, I
& rush for some shelter, tha next second three landed,
When I had recovered my breath, I looked round, and just saw

the slde of a house collopaing, and men rushing out of the ground f

and others falling out of the upper floors as they teppled over,

;

bt & iy i
He bad managred to wealdd 52 of 1) th W 8 Bordersrs, they

were our Foineer Batt, and had just gone in there befors going out
for a rest,

Helping to clesr them, wss no sihecure are were ho trenches,
only the houses, and as he was shelling, it seemed worse than it
really waas,

They had evidently forgotten me,
gorounged some food, and drink round

to us, wag a novel sight,
the line, but herse were
soma, mounted, half were & &t ; ; d the other half sn Indian
Hegt, bth Deccan Horaa,
Lhe men crowded in doorways: 1d widdo and 1 must say,
fine ; thair was the feeling hat C: in G. had an
through,

But the powera that be, ware toc optimistic, for whsn they
gttacked in the morning, Jerry killed or mained most of the horses,
with machine gun fira,

Poor old borses, they went thr hey wers indeed beasts
of burden, although the men used ¥o say, that the authorities showed
more concern f the [ than they d ek ,

he lgttar they got
3ay they only think of

afm cgnnon fodde: they saw Jarries ..I_I._L'E;J_L::*

+usse opme of his




deep ;
theze deep d

to keep his men in, » L 1id & ly, and congidering the

amgunt of sh wa had done up to now, axcept in thia Battle,

compared with what sant rar to uwa, and yat tha sheltar
wonder, cur casualties in the trench werfare, up to

new, hed been much greater thagn his,

But theee is not 12 glighteet doobt that at last, the British
Army was from thisz time onward, als pplied with shells
sast equal proeportions to Jerry: hereas befors, he had al
had more,
5

Another point that Vie pointed t to me wan, that Jerry, having

in the enemiea country, did not mind so much where he chose to

in, providing it was the best peoaition for him, and tha

-

certainly, another thing he had in his fawour; heving picked
te dig ha was locking down on us,

of Frahce and

keep in touch with him,
dog outs again they hed there good
ware alright for shelter
when shelling was on you hed to legve them, if he was
ghelling, t Lt wam 3 ae { colour, and they were
proper Wind—up

Jarrys, in bulilding them, was

there until the snd of thes war; whare as

to now had certainly
g parmarent
and strengthened on
an end, gnd we were

s

the line, the




the brunt, we had casualtia

Being now bs

the number of

b'::l‘l: NEVar '.:E“?'.‘}i"‘: ul-.\'-\._i]

in sguada,

partly my own fault, as I had made

some time previously, it sesmed as

the =BT Eeants , woTEed under,

twWa

at Budleigh, and if

re thera, as 1 got moved gbout.

.

T for

had not seen W

married cases to the same Dressing 5

0f course we were scon telling

¥ic had been with

o - I

gk

and thersa the poat od, Black

They had besan through very much

Was

but the lot he

they had several casual Leibolt

who was killed at Vimy, Green Fritoh

iy iid
Llark, we Were =50

Erother was a Sgt.

N |
[

1

old boys of the Amb.

Legving Albert, we

a0 we

gacond N ha hgd one am

s1eon,
atripa were now issued out, bhe bad a

4l

that numbered six, (later the war

&

o
LIL

aarn | .

The condition under which z gol

that Fou muat ha had your nagme

BOME unld

wharags

thay would

on,

F i

noved on neaxt

i

same Officer we

again,

la wars varv pleagaed

1 wga gble te gat with

+1
UR
if fate decided otherwise,

wars

aach pther, about

the lot, who weni to the la

but ths poer Infantrym

Vie

aquade 1 hgd worked with waz amazing, we

he one, went up with,

]

my mind not toc wvelunteser agsi
for

both in tha Billet with me

thay wanted a mgn, or soms men, my nams was

ut a fortnight, slthough we had both

tation,
whgt we had seen,

re,

on the 1at July,
Horse EBridge,

the same, a8 the

d, not baen quite ap fortunate as us, as

'Hughes ) no relation to the one

. 1s++mr
¢ latter

ard, and Currell ti

rry %o loss them, as

named

an Ufficer passed us,

]

=
Sy £

m, and one &y woundad

dorned his arm, with his share,

y he brought the to

gtri

= WOUDOS STl

il ]

reglatearad,

wlgnes, but

har would come,




thare
an ATmy moves
pur Ddvision, ; r, for we basn , and
on the scrounge.,

woundad , had beah tzken

nd hare, at
but the tl
s, ti'_r‘:_':-' ke
but of course on reflection
o -l s = s ) ¥ W o - Bagas
for whereas us bearers, wers too buay,
getting our cases down, from our little sector, thsy had men coming
through the Hospital from a dozen sactors,

up for an inspection the C.0. congratul;

flattery, was not I ming from him, £
a Tan wordas .

wgrters that night, were in soms buts 1n a

juet outside th pital, there were two for ua, and the reat

poceupied by Ausir: 1 reops, that were going up,; the next day,

v proceeded to chip ue, snd one of them in a rather fiippant
got any V.Ca,
ttle of Words, socon

mora woodsn crosses up there,

- Lo - iy i

g, but it all want

the

thay nesded

Courasllatts,

ol the coat

isce of




courssa the h

nmonast , wsed

matter, 4id a Mule kick

After twanty

four houra,

g gregt alterstion in our

1

-l -. ..l -r: =]

-}

1

arched

at a small Town, Beauwvel,

=

conaidearably larger, than

rq 3 ~ =
avidence -

ugual were accn in

clean purselves up, and thoses of us

ad had

Wil

gat top, gnd g we h

had =

decent job that night,

14 Fr4 - B4
Cur old friend, Bott,

he was censoring the mens letters,

told him to fetch, L.

Whan Bott ot to the Meas, th

]

Lenml . uﬂt‘-f you go

01d Spldier over me I

4 |
Foor 0ld Bott,

wishing to let

had tola

wave, and

pther

M

wara d

brought about a

was Halle Matey,

which had brought about

tal,

handed over the Hospi
from the line, and landed

very pretty place, clean,

EE| %5
1Ll Lhe

1 bean b ated in Before,

g o
BCOnK

the live
gfter haing

lettars to

much for g Tortnight the

when he turnad to Bolton,

a Capt, turned

&

letter again, you don't come tha

have besn up, a8 long as you,

to re write hie

run across, poor old Albert,

about,

of

ront ol
In tha dgva

hara,

somas of the Lads, never |

amay from it, we Wwapa
the Battle,
The Division had pler

L
strangth,

look

{n

bvious, sesing, we had just bean

1v knooked sbout,

we soon learned about,

neard any =ay they ware

heping, we had

and all units ware

inforcements,

too roay, oh routine orders,

Army Iifea, tin moldisra for a

will parads tomerrcow, whan the




fa linad

Tha Army G i s Wighes to thank all ranks, of

aavaral oth

cheaate bhezan to awall

Then came the ominous words, and the Army Commande

to gesing the Division baek in the Line again, in

go add Further laurels teo those gained in the past,

Zad

The chests were no longer inflated, we lnew, we ha

to receive reinforcements, and ba sant up the Line

to convince us, that up thare 1
th anything but the pleasu

aagamblad wara off duty amus

salvas in their own ttereriting, carde, crown and a

in the Estaminets, of the lagtter vwers esverywhersa ohe TUrned,

for my part, 1 waa rather groggy,
Hext day Officar ecoming round said repert

when you

o

Sc we Bm ff once more, up towardas the Line, Bands ware not im

o the march now, so w udged along, ocursing the Freanch

hat didn't sult us,

The Ambulance were bivicaced in g 1ittle wood,

firat thing I did lismissal, was to repert alck
Capteln Gollerd,
Whan my turn czme, he had ok et my fuce aked me wheTe
rderad ,
out when that swelling
rad one - nd white

rtable; than painful,

me orders, what teo deo, turned

Tag, &iT,

I suppome
lmg, olr,

S50 would I, k 1l ¢ all up




The Lpds round him laughed, and 8o did it came
that one couldn't halp bat lagugh, ha was for teo kind, and tolesrant
2 Ban, to be spiteful » h any one, but he wag fond of & joke,

The H.Q. of the Ambu after g night trek, was a Village g
few miles behind % i 1 i Acheux, and it was a very large
hoapital, the 3 che aarers were sent up to a place named Meanil,
the Divislon moved into the Line, and took over the next Ssctor to
whare we hgd been oh the Pirat of July,

It wae to hagve haan gll ; art of the Battls front, but Thiepral,

where we had firet gone in, was the stumbling bleck, and so us failing

to advance, we had more or less held up the northern sector of the Line,
It was a fairly qui actor, Jerry was too busy forther south,
to worry a great deal here, unless we trisd too szdvance, zo all that
went on, was shelling differsnt plaoces, and the ususl machine gunfirs,
thare was not a great deal of the latter ga the trenches were so far
apart,
Our Division had trenches, and new dug outa ste to prepare, for
the next attempt,
The firat cese I helped carry, was oy last for a
ayeE Waid now ol d 1 1308 .’:'._'l!'il_ I 1&!.’&-'1QF'§ B !'-".l'i'.f'.,,, 1 1n]
aent from, the A.D at Eaanil o the H.3. at Acheux.
I reported sick, and was given ireatment, to get the swellling
dowm, in time fo e D iat, two days hence, T had nothing
go clagrdd off, 11 my 1 d read a bit,
I lined up, with the v crowd of men, who w
Dentist, and his gang, took up their

Thome who weara unl and I was ohe, had the plsasurs of listening

L

diffarent, yells of about 200 men, before we entered the dregded

pracinte,

In I went, and on to the chair, open your mouth, ssid the

=i .

Dantist, and he grabbed hold of the tooth, npthing doing, except me

auffearing,
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never did
ke was doomed.

1

evidently got permission to come up, for he wae rezlly the

1al burasting,
‘rom Jerry, he
on looking up, ona DUTET,

expected him, to get =

to go looking for

but there are some things thera

ovar this part, the Guards
rarich out in

n they were attz

get their arms
Jarry, with tl
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we were releived, and went down to Acheux,
the whole Id 1 moved out of the Line, this sector being taken
gver by the Guards Divielon.

The Ambulance moved back, to the willage of Bus, whilst thers
the Eing inspected the Guards had not gone into the Line, poor
devils, che would have thought they werae on parade in England,

They were certainly, much gtricter on the Guards, than

to me seemed at all pneceassary, dicipline is good for you, and to

- |

2 gregt exteht essential,; but their is mit te g1l things, and the

digipline in the Guards, was to me hayo

e

10%h Cheshirea out of kh Brigade, had
gope sporta here, and as we hed nothing much to do, unless detailed
off for fatiguea, we went toc see them, it helped te pass sway the time,
was very nice to see, but above all, it showed that there was still
plenty who were ready for sport,even though they bhad been through
the mill,

The Ambulance yed football amongat oursselves, and such places
g8 thesze on rest, were the times to get your letters written, no one
wae allowed put of the Brigade Ares, so we could have no long walks,
atil]l we uld lwgya pasa away the time, watching aome of the Lads
gambling for » 8 got paid, as soon as we came oui on rest,

want by rapidly,; and afte
it had been z rest for a change, we moved up again, with = new
Officer named Captain Hepper, & Tregulasr army men, and some privates,
to mgke up for our losses, through lllness, and casusltlies
at Tushvilliers, and the Divisien going
us were detgiled off o up next day,
ar, could egt nothing, the place wae not one to cheer
fair sized place, but the manure plt, was stinking

the skinniesst piges imaginablse ware

toe perauade
for having been det

swinging th I and snother thin the last time, I was
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the matter
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in that Dug-out,
The Red Croes, end wounded
How many,
About 30 Red Cross, and 150 wounded,
Any armed trocps
bif -
Well you ge first,
So around I had turn with oy honde still up, oand
dug—cnt befors them, one of them pulled the blanket agide,; an

a shield the German Officer said,

hare are prisoners, any treachery and you will all be bowmbed,

rematTke going on, are not for this beok,
Officer pushed by me, and then lecked arcund, and spotted
Officers topether,
Hende up you four, snd step this way, end you, peinting to
Majer Leacher put that bread down, my men have need of it,

3

¥e wers then allowed to pick up the four dangercusly wounded,
gnd told to sssepble outeide,

And thus ended my time as a member of the T

! ad

Was Farkine forwarned, in telling me to take care of myself.
irned pp outeide the dug-out, snd Jerry came along counting
mafy of us wers here, ] heard o few romeurs of what Jerry
to the Hed Cross who were prmed (yet mll of his were) we buried

our jack-lmives with ms D 1, in case he took objection

te them,

Ohe man went to the length of burying his wriet wat
he said coms back and getting it after the War,

Along ceme gnother Officer, snd switched a torch on ux

1, &nd
y they wenht heed them anymore,
The 1ight wea evidently sean, for we were under the Ii
Britieh Machine gun= in no tim it was bed eneugh being
of Jarries tut to think you might get a packet from our
was anything but ro=y

- i )

Hext over cama the shells galore they had the right

but went over about H0 feet, zo nome of ue got hit,

-
saenas DB Wala




We were ordersd to plck up the four stretchers,

went, armed guards in f

whare I ad gone to find out 5z not & hours 2ED

After marching sbout an hour, we were relieved,; hy
the back, who had not been carrying a strefche
got to the back, and a Jerry said semething to me,
know what and I replied,
I den't knew what you mean,
The (fficers were just szt the rear snd Mgjor
Ts that you Swindell,
I said Yem Sir,
Good God Colonel, Swindell has been captured despai
in hie voice,
He gaid, I thought you wers miles from hers,
I then related how thinge had happenad to me, snd I rejoined

=

the Lade, we merched til in the merning, when we halted
in a Village,

Out of & large farmhouse came & lot of Germans; in great
excitement thev sheuted to the Germans with ue, they tock there
rifleas and stecd guard over me, and in they went but not for food
or drink,

Next thing we hesrd were womens volces, screaming out,

the men sald who could speak French well, they are revaging the

encugh; in barne; rooms in the house, in
very noses, (with our new guard chesring
thrsatening us ) he poor lTemales, Fouhg

sm not more 1A 5 or 16 years old, young women, old Women ,
it wes inmaterisl to these individus gs long ae it was o femple
were belng ferced to submit to these beasis,

fhen what was happening dawned on us, a movemsnt was made,

and zo did Jerry, we soon saw we should threw our lives awey, =and
yat not sava thess poor women, after gbeut an hour, sut came our
guard, well filled with drink and plessed with themselves, no one
had bean to this Village that day, but ohe or two thought its nams

was somathing like Vantel

“E
w3

EEEE .‘I‘.W.il,:'r' we marchad




¥ a " 4 4 +
of frenchwomen ringing

said, what would they =ay in Blighty,

a number of things pertaining te Jerry, and we
had as prisoners, not had te wait leng, for us to witness that he
hadn't been painted black, for they, our guards were differsnt
beings now, the wine was in the hesd,

e marched on until & e'ecleck, when wa reachsd o larges farm
house, and evidently it was the concentration camp for prisoners
to be gent off in batches further back,

To our surprise the first Britisher we saw, was Tommy Jones,
(the dispatch rider) whom the Colonel had sent dewn to H.Q. the
previeus evening,

He had a glerious blazck aye, and a terribly swollen face, he
ne chasrily enough, and we asked him in the sams tonhe whare
blke wWas,

Ha aaid after leaving the A.D.S5. he hadn't gone g mile aleng

the read when he zaw a party of Germans, he knew if he got round a
corner ahead of them he would be shielded, 3o he opened fer full out,
and went right through them, but unfortunately one Jerry, swing his
flst as Tommy flew by, and caught him in the eye, and sent him off
bkis machine, ha said they did not go for him at all, ssveral of

tham spesaking english just chipped him,

Cne thing that wazs unfertunate was nebody bhad any feed, Jarry
bhad taken all that, so all we could do was te hang about, présently
more batches of British prischers came in, whan there were about
200, we were line up, a crowd of Jerry wounded cama in, snd we were
told we were to carry these 25 Kilometres,

The gquad T was in clicked, g young Jerry wounded in the lag,
and =2 hes had mot got a stretcher, we had to carry him en a2 duck-
board, or at least we started off with a duck-board,

Spme with gz sense of bumpur wanted te kmow what Whitlow
and I had be: yining as cress country runners fer, and then not
making a bo

I had soreunged g slice of bresd for my Officer, and he !

it dry with a drop of water, he sald when we resch the camp,

sesss BpBEK




spegk to the Commander and ses if I can have you as servant to us
four Officers.

Wa sed off and followed the valley of the Aisne, for miles,
twice during the trek, as we went through weoeds, that had been
drenched with sustard gas I amongst gpany others inhaled it, I was
axtremaly fortunate, it no scoher got inside me,; than I vomited,
that was unpleasant, but nothing compared to tha sufferings of
many of the others, fortunately, having had 24 heurs, 1t had loot
g2 lat of its venom,

We ware gll carrying our cases snd working our way along the
river, the place here-abouts was honsy-combed with dug-outs and
shalters, one of the latter partly blown im, was sesn to contain
2 let of utensils, Major Lascher, went over and picked up an enzmel
giip, naxt moment, s Jerry was setting about him,

He ssamsd only too pleased to put the mug back agealin, it was
almest laughable to see this inclident and yet it breught home
gharply to us that our captors ware no respscters of persons, high
or low, in thé capture line,

A1l this time, the beasgtly little Jerry we had on the duck-

himsslf as objectionable as he could, he would
playfully prod us in the back with a stick and if he missed, and
it hit you im the neck or face it highly asused him, snd was sverlasting
informing us, thet w8 ware Jemn Englishe Swinnerhunde,

He rolled about, and jumped up and down on the duelk-board,
and it was a hot day, and the rogds dusty, at last in sxasperation,
when the next halt was called we had a pow wow, the upshet was out
we kicked ons of the oroms pieces out at each halt, until we laft
him two too sit on, he called an N.C.0. and told him something,
he didn't geem to be plagssd with the answer, so for tha rest ol
the journey he had te sit up, and hang on to the aides of the duck-
beard, fer if one of the twe at the rear saw him, regdy for some
hunnish joke he would give it z little jerk, and Jerry would forget
what hs intended to do, in his psnie to save himself from falling,

The gusrd called a halt, and pulled put some dark losking stuifl,

which we heard was bread, it was very nice watching them aat, and

sssss OUF own ingides




cur own insides were calling for something btut we were unlucky,

e get off again, and after z while struek right ascress "Ne
Ugns Land"™ the most striking thing that had struck us se far was,
how on earth had he advanced se rapidly, "No Mang Land™, was to gll
intents and purposes Jjust the same as it was before he made his attack,

At last towards evening we marched under a railway bridge and
en for sbout a 100 yards, turned to the laft, and abeut 200 yards
dewn the read on the right hand side, we saw a camp crewded with
Hritish Seldiers,

At the laft hand corner eof the read, if we had turned right at
the cress roads, was an snermous dump of ammunitien, and the remarks
went round He's shert eof Ammunitien, I had seen the dump eutsidas
Ballisul go wp, but this was much larger,

We ware marched inte our barb wire cage, privates inte the
enclesurs, and Officers and N.C.0s into z small place whare thers
waras some huta, with beds for all of theam,

The privates had one largh hut held 100, and as thare were
somathing like 2,000 of us then, wa lates comers ware unlucky,

0f course the first theught was something te eat and drink,

the sarlier priscnars, (24 heurs plder) jiked abeut tightening

your belt in my lads, and Jerries teo bast, so when nightfall came
we laid down on the ground as we were,

Javeral of us Ambulgnece men were togethsr, thers was a nasty
eold nip in the air, and we wera talking in general of our fate,
ona of the Lads said Blink will go with his Officer,

We could not settle to slesp, prasently a plane ssasmsd to ba
glreling overhead, and semes chesarful spul suggestad it was ons of
ours and he sounded as if ke was after the big dump up the road,

Jerry was making ne attempt to find him with searchlights,
so he was one of his we felt sure, presently we heard him making
away, a minote lgter, we heard bhim coming back, his engine got
louder, and one could almest fasl he was coming to earth, we then
hegrd a different nolse, the next moment up went the dump, it was
a mercy Ter ue, that a slight rise betwssn us, and ths dump was

erowned with trees, as it was we had pisces of shall whistling

sesse about,




about, a faw curses, ae ons man after ghother got a packet,

Aftar the firet geriss of terrific axplesions had ended, we
trisd to ssattle dewn to sleep, but very few of us slept that night,
for every now and then up woeunld ge a part ef the dump,

Dagwn ogme and wa hegrd a word that really tickled our fanoy,
in spite of our predicament, to suddenly hear & dozen Jerries shouting,

Houce, Tommes, Houce,

Parisgh who waa captured with us, spoke German well, he saild
coma on Lads we have tozet up, this waes abeut L e'cleck,

The word went round we hgve te get out and werk, snd nsgturally
our theughts wsndered te feod, and drink, after a while we fell in
and marched up te the cook-house gnd if you had s dixie or mug you
got some coffes, it was z funny taate, some of ue got the dregs, and
wa found out whet it wae,

Hoasted Barley well beiled, as Tegards food we ware unlucky we
wars told there was no feod in the camp, that we ware to go out

]

working, and s seen as food arrived they weuld send it up,
Mzjor Lescher agnd the rest of the Officers ware told they could
go back to bed, and alee with a few excepticns =1l the N.C.0a,

Major Leschsr called me ovaer and said we are leaving here at

mid-day; you have to go out on this working party, and when you

come in, wou will come back into Germany with ues, and thus I laft

him, and saw him no more for eight months,

Theusands of us were lined up outside, under esascert, whom we
learnt wera called “"Fosterns", one to a hundred, we also saw that
the nama of the place was

Aml Fontalne,

Off wa want like pom : ima mob, ne steap, lina or othar

¥

of military crder, we very gscon learned, that Jerry had a

kind
nervy attack on, the whole of the postern got on the right aide of
the column, and as we nearsd the dump, up went somes more smmunition,
down they went like rats down z hele, we ware to agmazed, to do anything
wa just laughed at them, snd they heard a few complsmentary remarks,
heir afficiency as guaris,
4

e turned right under the bridge, and struck scross country

=
v

¢ The left ontil we come to a stors, where wa were all igsusd out




seme tool, pick, axe, choppera, forks, spades and shovels,
fall in,
Up came somebody of impostance and our Fostern wera like 3
lot of frightensd rabbits, it was o Major a real nice Hun, he told
us in English, that we ware to connset his light railway scross old
¥ang Land te the French light railway befors we returnad to cemp,
go beafore we got anything te eat,
He next said, snvone g ¥y oomplaints to make, us R.A.M.C.
alregdy discuseed the matter, ; it was 2 breach of Internatichal
Law for us to de work, in o Military way other than sttending Sick
and Wounded, we were told not to be fools, but Sagmmy Ingkam and I
decidad te chance it,
Up we marched, and ateod teo attention,
Well what cemplainta have you, this to Sammy Ingham,
We are Medical Corps Men, and we ars not supposed to do any
Eilitary Weork,
Ee ignored Sammy, and turned to me,
Your complaint,
dnd T repeated what Sammy, had said,

With & leook of unuttersble horedem, znd o wave of his hgnd,

your work, Hebody knows thetryou ers priscners yet.

Wa ware delighted to legve hias presance, for only by bhearing
the menacing tone that he asdopted, ceuld you really apprecizte tha
significance of his remark,

e told the other Lada, what he had said, and we 21l decided
not Te be over ragsh in future,

marched towards the 0ld Np Mans Land, we cama gp to
reilway ended, we were then split up inte partiess
and lay the light railwarw
To connect up with the Frenobh, as both of the same gauge.

We had no sconer started levelling the ground, when a guick

reminder, of what this place had been LY hours before,

yrplosion, we all ducked, nart moment a ory of H.A.M.O.

come on, we rushed over, but there wae no chance, cne of our Lads,
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of the Northamptonshi Hegt, had struck at

the sarth with & pick

and




isd bemb, which expleded, and a large

a bur
wind-pipe gave him ne chance, we were ordered to bury him then
and there, no service, no nothing just
of as quickly as possible,

We were learning ";"“'.r_'i-'.,l_",l' whet sort of individusls the GCermana
were, wa ware prderad to our work agsin, still with one postern
over & hondred men, it gave us a chance to take stock, and it was
resprable the difference that had takeh place, 1T Jerry had under-
gtood, he night have acted differently, if he was capable, we had
yet to learn it was his usuzl conduct,

Mutterings went on gbout, ne grub,* and his callousness, and
whilat the postarh would be chivvying and chaslng one lot tha othars
were hanging fire and toking thers time, we did far less work in
B hours than we had

The Major affo entioned came along, he was furious, and
termed us Englander Swinerhundes, and a few other complimentary
titles, some shouted what about some food, and he replied with ah

onslavght on the Posterns, they went green, Farish who could under-

gtand all he hed said, told us that after raving about us being lacy

etc, he hgd threatensd the whele of the Peoaterns with duty in the Line

the next day if the railway wasn't connected in an hour or ae, and
t there would be no food for us, Till the Job wes done, and o'l
he went,

Foor eld FPosterns; we had got thers measure, Wind-up, with a
capital W, first they thregtened us with viclence, to which they got
Balcy gniawars, and told e come onh, with every lTommy having held eof
some emplement,

One ampngst a hundred, didn't stand muchk chance, the whole
crowd, some thousands took up the same attitude, and you oould see
the whole crowd idle, and shouted in chorus,

Wa want Feod,

The Pesterns, went rushing up, and doewn like mad-men, screaming

he top of their voices,

Arhite
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Hix Arbite (ne Work) NWix Essen, (no Feecd), and we raplied

in chorus, Nix Hasen, Nix Arbite,

It wag the mpst comieal state of affaira, in lese than EY hours
a bit of the old bull-dog breed was rising, all this time met a
pick or g shovel was used, inte thia feeling of stubborness, came
2 junipr Officer, and said in perfect engliah

Feod ia now on the way, get on with the werk, and you cazn stop
a8 soon g8 it arrives, one somehow or other instinetively felt, he
wa3d speaking the truth, and word passed along the whols routs,

Food en the way,

We hzd no sconsr restarted than, we heard the sound of
arepplana, thinking it a Jerry we did net take much notice,
passed high overhead, suddenly a man shouted, he his coming down,

Down he came, and glmost sesmed to be landing, when he turned
gnd cireled round o apet time after time, then suddenly made a bee
line for us, we gll downed tools to watech, a cry went up, ome of
our side, pout from the side fluttered the Stars and Btripes,

We cheered, waved and shouted to him, and before Jerry could
fire at him, he was out of aight, some of us had seen a JerTy
come deown low at Faversul on the Somme, but this was the cheekiest
bit of flying I had ever aesen,

We wers arousad from our eslation, by shouting from our Fostern,
to the fact that we were prisoners, presently, lightening would
be the word for it, word passed along,

Grub coming, we downed tools, and awaited ite -« arrival
wa did not take much time in lining up, and each man wa

ut, with g pint, of what looked before we got to it like & white
soup, leng before eut turn came, we wers treated to some fine
language, a8 to vhet he called thia - - - - stuff,

Still we wers hungry, znd he wgs giving foed out we were going
to have our ratien, and we got it, in fact, there was more than

encugh, but our delighted, w soon changesd to diemay, of all the

Thirty six hours since we had had food, and we were faaling

hutigry but thare was not a man 1 I mgw who could swallow




onea or twoe got a mouthful dewn,
The rest, well our first meal from Jerry was wasted, ohe swore
he had ccooked it, with wea—water, but the nearest we agreed was

mgn who said, more in & serio—comic way than as

I believe he has put salt inte drown the taste of the aluam,

becaunss he war to put a few tucks in your stomach, se that you

will net have suct ppetites,

Thet dry taste that goes with alum, was certainly ths stumbling
block to any one eating the muck,

Jerry moaned about wasting good scoffun, we offered it to

him, but none of the posterns would touch it




