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Epmwevran CoLLEGE, 25th September, 1843,
SIR,

To your patronage I am indebted for the
situation I hold in this University, and to you, there-
fore, I venture to address 1111"r*li on a 5,1111]0;1; which
ntuusanlv occupies much of mv attention—the in-
struction of Medical Officers for the Army and Navy.

I have recently visited the Garrison Hospitals of

>aris, the Gros Caillou, and the Val de Grace, with

the School of Medicine attached to the latter; and I
have, within these few days, returned from a pro-
fessional visit to the ";Itllt.u-j, Hospitals in Prussia, in
Austria, and in Belgium.

I have been much struck with the liberal provision
made by some of the foreign states, particularly
Prussia and Austria, for the education of their Army
Surgeons, in comparison with the very scanty pro-
vision made for the same purpose by our own Govern-
ment. This liberality is the more remarkable, in
proportion as it appears to me the less called for.

With the single exception of the French Surgeons
serving in _‘Llfrum the Surgeons of the {Jr:rntlm'nt:tl
armies are E‘LLIH‘&IV[’]}T nLLuplLd in the treatment of
diseases oceurring in their own Cll!lllffi,—dhl‘:ﬂ‘!l:}
which are familiar to every practitioner of experience,
whether in civil or in military life. What again is
the case with our Army and Navy Surgeons? Two-
thirds of them are constantly nccupied in the treat-




ment of formidable and fatal diseases, incident to
soldiers and seamen on foreign stations, and in tropical
climates,—diseases with which neither practitioners
nor teachers in this country are, of necessity, prac-
tically acquainted. While, then, on the continent,
where little peculiarity of ins truction is required b}f
the Army Surgeon, institutions for his education
abound ; in this mumu where the duties devolving
on the Army and Navy ‘*«urrrLun are of a peculiar and
OTErons :{uwuptmlt little fac ility is given for his
special instruction.

Of the “ Hospitals of Instruction” for the Medical
Officers of the French army, established at Strasburg,
at Metz, and Lille, I am unable to speak from person: al
observation, but I would briefly notice two establish-
ments which I have recently seen, the institution of
Frederick “"5]11 am 11. at Berlin, and the Josephinum
Academy at Vienna. The former of these was des-
tined by its royal founder, “in the first place to
receive the Surgical Staff of the Field Hospitals, which
had acquired experience in the war with France, and
to preserve it to the country ; and in the next place,
to provide for the Field Iluclnii':lu in future, a supply

of well educated Surgeons.” The Josephinum at
Vienna is justly said to be *one r‘ﬁ the most tml}r
1111}1{*1141 establishments in the city.” This institution,

said to be supported at an annual expense of nf-nhr
£a 000, with its magnificent anatomical collection, its
large Hospital and Clinical School, its numerous able
and talented professors, was established by the
Emperor, whose name it bears, as “a School of Medi-
cine for the special purpose of supplying medical men
to the Austrian army.” “ MUNIFICENTIA ET AUSPICIIS
Ine. Cxs. Josepnr IL. P.F. ScroLa MEDICO-CHIRURGICA
MiLiTUM MORBIS ET VULNERIBUS CURANDIS SANANDISQUE




INSTITUTA EDE ET OMNI SUPPELECTILE SALUTARIS ARTIS
INSTRUCTA.”

Let us now compare these institutions with the very
limited provision made for similar purposes in Great
Britain, namely, the establishments at Chatham, at
Haslar, and at Plymouth, and the ]11‘|1ﬁ-¢;~:u1'u]1'1[1 of
"l.l]htdw Surgery in the lummw of Edinburgh.
The Museums attached to the great 1I.Itlli'uv and
Naval Hos [Htcll'-\. in England, most creditable as they
are to the Heads of T}EL Medical Departments, and
to the zeal :Lml public H‘lﬁ]'it of the Medical Officers of
the service, are very in: ulequately patronized by the
Government. They are, in fact, more the creations of
the dLlJlTUIH_‘IItH than the institutions of the State.

The Hospitals, again, to which these collections are
respectively attac hed, however valuable they may be as
Schools of Morbid 'Hmtulm and I.lL]IiJ]U”‘l{JIl Inguiry,
are but little caleulated to instruct young men in the
treatment, or, what 1s of more importance, in the pre-
vention ﬁl ﬂlu se diseases for which their best energies
are required. A large proportion of the diseases m]]mg
to be treated in these Iln::]nit:LIr: are not the diseases inei-
dent to men in the vigour of life, who, by prompt and
efficient treatment, may be preserved to the service:
but are, in many instances, the cases of men already
lost to the service, in consequence of confirmed and
incurable organic diseases.

But even *anlmlttms_r~ to the fullest extent, the utility
of these Museums and Hospitals, to young men enter-
ing the army, I would ask, how far they are available
to another and very important class of pupils,—to
men returning from a protracted absence on foreign
stations, with ‘the double purpose of renovating their
health, and renewing their professional Lnuu]u]u{,.
1 Ltmw well what it is to have served in the distant
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regions of India, secluded for years from the com-
'i}"LIlll’_‘ll'l'-.Ill]'l of 1 FC}OIE'-:. and from all intercourse with the
lights of the profession. I have seen, with much
pleusm*e the facilities so 11u11mm[-]1.f qﬂunlul by the
present distinguished heads of the Medieal I}le't-
ments of the t:nw and Navy, to gentlemen so situ-
ated, to resume thf,u'pmf'mmmi studies—a clear index
of their opinion of its necessity ; and I have witnessed
with delight, the ,Lud]tv with which these entlemen
avail thems L'hm of the opportunities here UﬂL‘i!‘fl of
recovering -their lost ground, and qualifying them-
selves to take their }11-.ILU amongst the well informed
members of the profession. But it is not to Chatham,
to Portsmouth, or to Plymouth, that such men will
resort. It is to the metropolitan cities of the empire
to which they will naturally look for the most recent,
the most mtthhmtmv. and the most authentic informa-
tion on the progress of science, and on the improve-
ments in Medicine, which have taken place during
their absence.

While much of the information which such men
naturally desire, is, I readily admit, to be obtained from
the usual courses of Medicine and Surgery as delivered
in the schools, it is not too much to expect that there
should be in each of the three divisions of the kingdom
at least one establishment, under the patronage of
Government, to which thm’ may resort as a matter of

right, where they will be sure to find at least one
].‘tuiu..mu conversant with the nature of their duties,
who can enter into their wants and wishes, and who
is constantly employed in directing their attention to
those subjects which constitute the business of their
lives ; where they will meet with their brethren in
the same department of the service from every quarter
of the world, and from intercourse with whom, mutual
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benefit may be derived. I would ask the numerous
gentlemen in the Ar my, the Navy, and the Honourable
East India Company’s service, who have frequented the
class of \ll]ltqm "‘LEI“’L‘H during the last twenty vears,
whether they have not uhhum:d from such intercourse,
great and uh".lullw advantages. I have already given
my opinion, *that much valuable information is an-
Il[]d]h lost to the public, from there not being in each
of the metropolitan schools, at least one Pr niu:a:-m* or
Lecturer, whose attention is specially directed to the
topies embraced in the course of Military Surgery, and
to whom gentlemen returning from foreign service
errht ilevh communicate their observations.”

he duties of the Professor cannot be more clearly
d{:flllt.l]._, than in the words of the late Mr. John Bell,
who says—

*“ He must deliver a short code of Military Medicine,

explaining the fevers, fluxes, spasms, infectious dis-
eases, and all the peculiar duties of the camp and the
hospital ; he must also explain the scurvy, uleers, and
all the disorders most frequent in ships of war,

“ He must teach Medical Geography, the climates,
seasons, coasts of various countries, the manner of
conducting soldiers on a foreign expedition, the
general care of their health, the choice of encamp-
ments, the forming of }m'-;lfl‘r ils on shore ; how to con-
vert churches, granaries, public bmhlm'h into occa-
sional hospitals ; how to attend an army in the field ;
how to lay the wounded in besieged towns ; how ‘LU
carry them off the field in a retreating army.

“ Along with these must be taught M 1l1mn Eco-
nomics, diet, exereise, clothing, "ththl medicine, and
all methods of preventing disease.  Without this
knowledge, no man is entitled to serve. How few are
thus tﬂught.’ How few are fit for service! How few




are there who are not conscious of those blurs and
blots in their general education, which no diligence of
their own can ever do away !

And here I may appeal to the sentiments of Mr.
Guthrie, who, in the ]:_JILLIL‘IL‘ to his Clinical Lectures,
eXpresses himself thus :—* On ce asing to lecture, I
may venture to say 1 have done that pmatr:h which
:}nrfht to be done 1’”1' icly by the Government ; which
is done so in Edin] burgh, and by every Sov rmln'n in
the great mpn.sh of Europe. ¥ oung men, as well as
old ones, require, after a few years “of absence from
home, to renew the 1n.1‘m'|.11{,[1fr1* they once possessed,
and \\!]IL]l perhaps they have in part forgotten, and to
keep themselves up to the improvements which have
taken place whilst they have hwn absent. When
they come to London—and leave should be given for
that purpose, from time to time—this opportunity
should be afforded to them by the authorities ; they
onght not to be obliced to g_mtlhuut and pay again
their education fees, like a parcel of students, if they
have not been educated in London.

“ There is a Museum at Chatham of preparations
of diseases of foreign climates, many of which are
unknown in E iwd]]['l, and ‘l.'a.lllL]l from its situation,
is comparatively of little nse. These preparations
ought to be demonstrated, and the diseases duly taught.
l]lv specimens of natural history are many of them
unique, whilst others are more aplam{ul than any in
the British Museum or elsewhere, but they are com-
paratively unknown. A Government that shall appro-
priate a piece of ground in Downing-street, when the
old houses between it and George-street are pulled down,
for the erection of a Museum, with apartments for the
Conservator, will do i]wlrm,l'm.-. oreat honour. Let
them attach to this a Professor of Physic and another
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of Surgery, and they will render the country an ines-
timable benefit. The s saving would be that of a great
number of lives.”

For the present, however, I would contemplate the
mstitution of only one Professorship in each of the
metropolitan sc ]m+rl- not doubting that many men
will be found quite t'lbtl]li(:tf?]tf to instruet the younger
part of, a class in all that is essential to the preserva-
tion of the health of soldiers and seamen, and, at the

same time, able to inform the seniors, who may have
fallen behind the progress of surgery, of every solid
improvement which takes place in th:u. noble art. I
would restrict such appointments exclusively to the
metropolitan eities: in the provincial schools they can
neither be wanted, nor can they be advantageously
condueted.

What then would be the additional expense of all I
propose—the endowment of a Professorship of 1'hIt'iLL.Ll}"
Medicine and Surgery in London, and another in
Dublin? Two hundred pounds a- year. Surely, sit
this were a cheap compliment; surely it were a ".m},r
becoming attention to the health of that army and
navy which have served the nation so 1.:&[.]1111113,' and
so efficiently ; which have preserved the country from
foreign invasion, which have protected its commerce
in perilous times, and which have opened up vast em-
pires to the spirit and enterprise of the British mer-
chant.

I have already hinted that the time has gone by when
I can have any personal interest in the result of this
representation. I make it from a sense of duty to the
University, to the chair which I have the honour to
fill, and to the patronage which placed me in it. I
submit the matter to your consideration, with the
fullest confidence that if it shall be found to possess
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but one-half of the importance which I attach to it,
the m|1hjut will not be overlooked; and that the
patriotic views which guide your conduct as a states-
man, will induce you to look favour: ibly on a proposal,

which has for its object the health and efficiency of
those engaged in the military and naval service of the
country.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very faithful,
And very obedient humble servant,

GEO. BALLINGALL.

The Right Honourable
SIR ROBERT PEEL, Barr.,
k%'::rr '1]'::'.:-:. ‘.l;:.".'-
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Woalking past the pillared, classical facade of 29 King Street,
Aberdeen, it's easy to miss the unobtrusive nameplate on the
door. And even if you do step up between the grey granite
columns and read “Aberdeen Medico-Chirurgical Society',
you may not be much the wiser, writes FRANCES HORS-
BURCH who went on to explore:—

The history

behind the
nameplate

THE ABERDEEN Medico-Chirurgical Society began in 1789 when a number of

Jmedical students formed the Aberdeen Medical Society to further their under-

graduate education, for which facilities hardly existed at that time in Aberdeen.
Among them was James MeGrigor, later Sir James and founder of the Royal

Army Medical Corps.

The society met regularly wherever they could until 1820 when enough
funds were raised to build premises, designed by Archibald Simpson, at 29 King

Street.

There it has remained ever since but
not for much longer. Soon the society
will move to a new building which is part
of the medical centre at Foresterhill.

nd up with the move is the desire
of members that the society become more
outward-looking.  Altho originally a
siudents’ organisation, underzraduate
members were excluded in 1865,

T\Ddlh with membership numbering
over 350, mectings are again open to
senjor medical students. '

“We ses our future rola =s being
closely concerned  with  postgraduate
education,” says Dr James Henderson,
secretary  of * the Medico-Chirurgical
Society. ™ We also want to try to make
a bridge between the medical profession
and the general public” They hope to
extend their interest to the community
by public lectures and make contact with

o8 interested in the problems of
health.

To assist in financing the move fo
Foresterhill the society’s valuable collec-
tion of medical books wers auctioned
three years ago.

Dr Tan Porter, the society’s librarian,
explains: " We have retained a nucleus

of books dealing with the Morth-egst and
with wellknown medical people. With
those we hope to build up a new library
at Foresterhill.”

The society also I];Iam.s o make a collec
fion of photographs of its King Street
home to carry to Foresterhill,

Fictures of the hall itself will show a
blue-carpeted room  under eonstant
scrutiny from the painted eyes of past
members, whose heavily-framed portraits
line the walls.

As well a5 the World War T. memorial,
there ane n]uu‘t,:rrs commemorating Louis
Pasteur and Willlam Harvey, the man
who discovered the circulation of the
bigod and who was an eminent physician
when Charles 1. and Oliver Cromwell
wers tearing the country apart in eivil
war. In 1841 he was made an honorary
burgess of Aberdeen.

On the end wall of the hall in the
place of honour, from which it rightfull
dominates the room, is the huge portrait
of Sir James McGrigor, The most

of the society's 18 founder
members, he was born in Strathspey in
Sltmm educated at Aberdeen Grammar
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The Aberdeen Medice-Chirurgical Society's present home at 29 King Streel. which
was designed by Archibald Simpson.

No real medical school existed in Aber-
deen at the end of the 18th century and
in 1789 Jumes MeGrigor was one of a
band of students, determined to acquire
a medical education, who banded to-
gether to form the society.

At first it was a kind of debating ciub
and members took it in turn to offer the
hospitality of their homes for meetings,
Anatomical demonstrations were carried
out amd inevitably the ihlﬁec‘unlmls
students became involved in  some
macabre body-snatching episodes. Each
member had to take his turn in this risky
enterprise and had to abide by the strict
rules drawn up to ensure SeCrecy.

in this way The Aberdeen Medical
Society—as it was then styvled—supplied
almost all the sysiematic teaching in
medicine then available in Aberdeen in
addition to practical instruction at hos-
pitals or by doctors with whom ihe
students worked.

Soon after helping lo found the society
James MeGrigor joined the Army as a
surgeon, In 1815 he wus appointed to
the Medical Board and he was the
Chief of the Medical Department of the

Army under the Duke of Wellington
during the Peninsular War.

In 1808 he was in fact the first to
suggest the erection of a hall to which he
then subgeribed 530 guiness. The King
Street bullding was erected eight years
later at a cost of £3000. c'GrE’;ur%
journals and caschooks have been in the
possession of the society since 1847

It is in no way extraordinary for the
society to innovate new policies or ideas.
In the past the society has urged both
]ms?iu'l and local anthorifies to provide
facilities which have been lacking in the
community. For example the formation
of the City Hospital for the control of

infectious diseases was promoted by the

saclety. ;
In the 19308 plans for the formation of
the Joint Hospital Scheme were laid
befare the saciety by Professor Matthew
Hay. This farsecing policy has resulted
in "Aberdeen having one of the finest
medienl complexes in the country.

Now It is a time to look ahead again.
Although thers are regreis at leaving
their historic home members will carry
a senge of continuing tradition with them
as they face a future of renewed vigour
at Foresterhill.
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KEITH TO
‘PUSH’ ON
THREAT

TO RATES

"UNLESS we '‘create” about it, nothing
declared Eaillie Ian Robertson, when he spoke at
monthly meeting of th:. need
for drastic changes in the rating s

He was commenting on a warning g
Convention of Royal Burghs I'-.I month that
m ‘Métlnm! uul..lﬂ goup by

Keith Town Coun

Perth and
Kinross
want drug
report

PERTH AND Kinloss Edu
tion Commiftee are to o
for a report from the tllru
tor of education
officer of healt
constable in an ot 1l
establish if there i3 o h 1k
problem in the combined
county.
Councillor W
son, Kinrnss 1
wrote urging 1
ties  ghowld in

Sentt-Tinwvid-

n
A.herdeumhm. and Kir

EDINBURGH medical
of health Dr J. I
txid yesterday that
children sholid
regulir lésgons aboul
and the dangers of addi

+ Man
with
endless
job...

T news of the Rev.
liam G. Marrice
that he is off io
six months next
one of the African tongue
Dr Muorrice, eniily
aFrHalnlmI AL
Advi n the transkatlon o
ur:muu. of 1 il
‘oreign Bible Soctety,
been recrulted to an
national [eam of \rrui

perts,
1ral1.ﬂnl|.- :In. Imﬂv intg the
lanzuages of modern times.
dederibes his work as

has

v OLD SOLDIERS never die - . .

allegation
| =Perth
not proven

verdict

iDICT
relurned

1 be done,"

{ nol proven
Ly a jury of
1 SeVen WO en
H Court yos.

ratem

the

Tales
: of more than

I!l".. thlq COming year

given at

F Gor-
iled by
n

[
1hat
W. H. K. B
3 bor William ‘-|I|||s|<-:
greed that the ~ push * had
to start somewhere and 1t
might as well be from Keith.
AEPAYErS Were Poilg
‘holy mu when
luation  took next
year,
® Th: Governmest are being
wrged o replace the presest
system of domestic rates with
a scheme in which evervone
age of 1B carming
mary than 500 2 year shoulﬁ
“local tax."
||¢rr|n kas béen drawn up IIV
the Mational Unalsn of Rate-
payars' Adseclationd,

‘SUSPICIOUS”

James Forbee Whife |
forih Crescent, Dun-
he awner and
o Tyieiperiee,
it Im March

L. &

Alr

paolice  were
moned, Millar told
felt the m wad sifer with
him than the bank.

Lt

them he |

| about a month ags, the

THE distinctive lines of
the monih-old Banff-
registersd stern {rawler
Avenger cregted a lot of
interest when the wvessel
land d at Aberdeen for
t e yesterday

WinE

of Aberdeen by
Scottish seine-net fleet
But Skipper Alberd LI
man. Macduff, whe (ommands

boy-
the

eontinued
Aberdesn,”

DISTINCTIVE

fo work out

I
e
& miess.
i, KK and
miope bocker, ge ¥ inereas-
Ing the accommodation for a
vessel of hc-r elass
ip's layout and gear-
handling cquipment attracted
a Int of professional interest
and a number of Aberdeen
k i the Avenger
inspection,
‘SORTED OUT
gcar-handling
ks designed 10
Iab«ur and

equip-
reduce
Improve

mmigsloned
Aven-

Old sweats up
in arms again

and in Aberdeenshire at least they hardly cven

fade away!
Very Improssed b
- e X

f

SHEENA’S

Andrews.

bean operating
Ring-up trials oul
erlurgh
Wi had some tecihing
SIJlllI'i and worked out m‘
il

ger  hes
[ w

1r~ the builders at ham
d Skipper Wiseman, “Now
e getling the prob-
Wi W Lo
The Avenger's o ||¢n at
Aberdecn—100 nemty— fetched
£340.

Shop cash| EYE-CATCHING ARRiVA

oppose pla

SKYE small-boat fishermen have banded together fo fight the controve

Cameron Commitlee Rép
governing inshore fishing.
In particular, th

will fight for the

orl, which proposes

sition of the

three-mile limit, which the committee proposg should be

ahnolished.

The issue has united the
They have deoci
i steer their

Amd Ahe  assoeintion
action will be to send letiers
of protest against the Cameron
Commitiee's recommended
measures io Scottish Secretary
ar Gordon Campbell and to
he M.P. for Invernessshice,
Mr lussell Johnston

The Ashel nasneinthon
are béjng el by .
Hohert Culdrach
House, l:lrIJ-ah '\A.I||'| Mr John
Mackenzie as secrelary.

Fishermen members of ihe
commitiee, \lvt'tell at a meel

all,
Mr S, Finlayson, ?dr L (‘l!lwc

*‘A.B’
gels
a
degree

McKAY is delighted fo|
repart today of an honour fo
be bestowed on an old friend
and journalistic colleague—
Andrew  Paterson, of 5t
Andrews,

Andrew, wha iz also 8 noted |
playwright, has been nomi. |
nated for the Honorary
Degree of Master of Arls, by
the University of St ;\ndr\c'ns.
for his services to the intel.
leetual life of the Lommumly
and 10 the good name of §

The degree will be con-
ferred al a graduation eere-
mony in the Buchinan Arts
Building, Si1  Androws, on

w Mirst Mr O

| leglonnires

Skye men as nothing before,

l'l_i.lerl fo form Skye Fishermen's Association

Mackénzie, Mr I, \.hml

gomery and Mr J, MacSwan.

Algo baeking the fishermen
ranch uf

the
ittee is \-|r il Bruce
The legion branch's interest
I8 In securing peotection for
sep-angling a3 a valuable
tourist attraction for Skye.
FESTIVAL
They promole o su
increatingly popular an
aangling  festival in
Seplember sk are 1o make
representations for retention

et

Highlands and lhl"'“dk I,k“\rl
opment Board,

The smailibosl fshermen and
ther are cons
winced that the opening of the
present restricted waters 1o
trawlers will denude fishing
grounds an which bl
prapartion of the
ceonomy  depends,

LEVY
The associzlion have de-
cided to finance their eam-
nign hy & quarterly levy on
all boats of £1 for every crew
member. There are abtout 130
A invol
alsa propose 1o ley 1o
enlist the suppart of Wester
Ross  small-boat  fishormen
who, they feel, will face a
gimilar plight if 1he Cameron
proposals go through,

BOAT LANDS
MAN FOR
FUNERAL

THE Aberdeen trawler Efg €
u«m- Jnu-rruptvel fishing off
i o land &

radical changes in

the

SCOTTISH Ofee o

representatives of Lhe
of Scotland Shipping
pany and Shetiand's
authe = will m

Andrew’s House, nt
today to discuss (he freg
of shipping services cor
ing Aberdeen and She
when the company wil

ﬂlll!s.r'rlk with

summer services intimati
the campany.

Said county convene
Edward Thomason:

one exira sailing u.rl"l.
Fe during the monik
July and August, other
our lourist trade  will
hadly hit.

ST OLA BACK
SATURDAY

NI Firth

avoul the
Highl
Pevelopment Bnnrd's fis]
ing factery at Storn
14 by the
that










