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you an idea




My dear Brother,

As we sbell embarik tomorrow Morming, I have a few léisure moments
to write to you previous to my leaving Englandi in the first place I must
acimowledge the receipt of your letter, and to express my grief at the suylden
and umexpected dissolution of my Brother John's partner; was an event so
unlooked for that I was almost thunderstruck at reading it, and I am certain
must bhave produced the greatest affliction fte you ally I was g0 much alarmed
about my Mother, but as you mention that ber health hal scmew improved, I
truet that your next letter will confirm its perfect reestal enty you will
of course give sy moat affectionate love to her anmd my fathery o whom 1 shall
write after we are settled in the West Indies; at present we are ignorant what
Island we shall go to, but you may depend on hearing from mo. Everything here
is in a btustle, I have been cccupied all day in getiing Baggage on boardj +the
4th and 54th regts embarked yeeterday, and salled this Morming with a fine
Wind, and if it ehould hold in the same quarter we

I thought I had mentioned to you about the Mare in pravious lattar,
ahe 4id not turn out eo well as I could have wished although 30ld her for more
than what she cost me; I afterwards bought another a when I embarked at Calaie
I only got Saven Founda for himj I have sold the Grey M ia for Bi Guinean.
You will excuse my not writing to you a longer letter; 1
be more lengthy and interesting.

Remembar me to all friemis and believe me to be your
Affectionate Brothar,

William Dent.




5%« Vincenta, 20%h April, 1819.

Ky dear Mother,

When I wrote to you last from Oosport, we were on the point of embarkation)
howsver contrary Winds prevented us leaving Spithead until the 28th of February,
wo had a very favourable breeze and made the Island of Madeira in weight daye and
arrived at Barbados on the 3ird of April without experiencing even a gale of Wind,
1 have always been particularly fortunate in my voyages by Seay but in this
inatance nothing could be more pleasant, We remained at Barbados six days, wers
landed and received by Lord Combermere, 0.C.B.; half of the Régiment is quartered
hare, and the other half ie divided between Dominica and St, Lucia, these two
latter Islands have the character of being unhealthy, but 5t. Vincents I beliewe
i one of the best Islands in the West Indies it appears to me something like
Gibraltar as to olimate, but we have always a breeze of Wind which prevents the
heat from being oppressive, the Barracks are situated abont a Mile from the Town
of Kingaton but as the Boad to it is very sieep, and we are not yet being eupplied
with Horses, we have had litile communication with any of the Flanters who have
the character of being uncommonly Hospitable. The appearance of this Island ia
very romantic, the interior is mountaincus, and covered with Woods to the very
summitay the Valleys and Lande along the shore are all cultivated with Sugar
Cane by ewarms of miserable loocking Negroes, I am under great obligations to
my brother Kitt for his last letter and I hope he will continue to give my avary
information as to Country News; for the further a peraon is from home, the
interest becomes greater, even in trifling eventsy; I want very much to know how
Watsons business has terminated, and if poor ( ? ) was done out of his money.
I forgot in my last letter to mention that we have lately got an Officer into the
Regt who im almoat a Countryman of mine, his name is Mills, his father lives at
Fiercebridge he knows all the Country round, and we have fraquent conversations
abou® Durham & Yorkshire he is alss perfectly acquainted with the Weat Indies
having been here before, they have a very fine Estate in St. Kittes; he has got
two months leave of Absence to go and see it.

1 shall write %o you about once in two Monthe, as this is not a place from
which you can expect much News, my only.object is to let you know hoew I am. You
will remember me to all friemds at Barn " Castle and at Mickletonj; they are so
mmerous I camnot particularize.

I remain my Dear Mother,

Your aver affectionate Son,
William Dent.

Lddress as undear:

Assistant Surgeon Dent,
oth Regt. of Foot,
3%, Vincenta,
Weat Indies,
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Believe me your very affectionate Brother,

William Dent.




Grenada, 2Znd May 1821

My dear Brother,

Tour letter of the 20th Fab. I only received three doys ngo, and
fird that it has been travelling all over the Weat Indies. I wrote to
my Mothor about five Weeks age, mentioming our change of quarters, and the
uncertointy of where I should ultimmtely be stationed, however that is now
pattled and I expect to embark almest every day for Trinidad, you will
therefore when you again write to me, mldreas at that Island; &8s soon ans I
am settled there I will give you every account of it; it is gquite close to
the Spanish Main, and I understand a very pleasant quarter. With respect
to the particulars of your latter I am concerned to find you have had a
House of Sickness, however I trust that long before this that your Wife is
agrin returned to her usual gpood heslthy T cannot forbear cautioning both
ou and her of the impropriety of making two at & time, and I am afreid I
shall fipnd a House full of Children, the next wiait I pey you. I am not
surprised , although exceedingly sorry, to hear that my Mother has become so
feebley I dare not say anything againat her smoking, for it has now beocome
eo habitual that I suppose it would almost destroy her to lesve it off}
however you may tell her that I hope she makes use of a cleaner Pipe than
when I last saw her. The description you give of the Lund Hille put me guite
in spirits, Don't you think it would meke a capital Farm, if we could manage to
got a strip of lnpd dowm to the romd, T hops you don't neglect to plant Trees,
aa I think nothing aids more to the beauty of a Country than its belng well
wonded. Now for the hunting. Tou kmow very well this is a sport that I was
alwaye passionztely fond of; & after delighting me with the Lund Hills you
immeiiately put me into the fidgets by saying you have eatablished a Subscription
FPack of Hounds, the Idea alone of not participating in the amusement makes me
guite melanchely, for im this Country if there was ever so much Game, it would
be impoasible to follow from the excessive heat, but I understand in Trinidsd,
they have Deer snd a aspecies of anima] betwoen a Hare & a Rabbit, that afforndas
axcallent coursings they also have Birds of the most beautiful plumage & I
shall endeavour to get soms of them stuffed to bring to England.

It ia probable we may be three Years longer in this Country, but I
believe not morey a Regt. that came out in 1816 is now on ite return to
England, and we naturally suppose that our stay will not be longer than five
yvaars altogether, which is long enough, for the heat is abominable, the
Thermometer rises every day to B6° degrees, we have had no Rains for several
Monthe & the Country is burnt fto a Cinder. Pray make my respacts to the
Mr. Olivers who I have no doubt will ultimataly overcome all thalr
oppositions; poor Whitcher is put to great shifts; how is Mr. Dixon getting
Ot Moke my kind enguiries to my Father & Mother, John & all friends both at
Micklaton & Barnard Castle.

Balieve me Yours affectionately;

¥=. Dent.
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r daar Brother,

1 had been enxiously looking out for an Epistle from you, for several
Packeta past, but had not my anxiety gratified until the last Mail, when I
raeceived your letter of the Z2ist Jany. [t afforded me much pleasure to hear
you ware all well, partioularly my Father and Motherj; the latter I hope has not
fretted mach at not hearing from me for so long a period; but it arcse from my
gonstant sxpesctation of hearing from you, and an opportunity only offers once &
Month for England by Packet. I have enjoyed gool health and continue to do so,
an woll as in any part of the World I ever served in, and T certainly consider
myself fortunate, as well as all ths Officere of our Reglment slnce ocur arrival
in the West Indies. I see by the FPapers what a very savers Winter you have
gxporienced; Frost and Snow will be gquite a treat to mej while you are blowing
your fingers; from cold, we are almost burnt to Cinders, from a burning Sun, that
causas tha Thermometer to rise daily to 35 degrees or upwards. It is confidently
reported that we shall be relisved this time twalve months by Regiments from
England and Ireland, and if the 9th come to Englanpd I shall apply for leave of
absance to be amongat you for a couple of Months You put me quite in the
fidgetts when you talk of hunting as you wall recollect how passionately fond I
always was of that sport and I often think ths same is { ) in the
femily; but John had always less inclinotion that way than any of us, and I am
rather surprized to hear that he ia so keen a houndsman. I heard from Grenada the
other day, you lnow it is the Hesd Gmarters of our Regt, and the Surgeon has applied
for twelve Monthe leave to go to Ireland, to settle soms family affairs, if he should
puccesd in obtaining leave, I rather think I shall have to replace him, but I shall
lat you kmow by the next Packet what arrangement will take place. You complain of
the farming business going to the bady I think there would be no great difficultiy
in bettering your situation if you would persusie the Government to go to wary that
is the only chance of ever surviving the Agriculturszl intersst.

I was sorry to hear of the fate of poor Betty Raine, she was not a very old
persony the other two deaths you mention 1 knew wery little of. What improvements
have you made about the East end of the Town, I suppose tha hedge in front of the
house is now ablea to resist anything, and tha Tress are shooting well up, I oftem

ioture to mysalf these little trifles about home. Has John done anything about
placa, but hie is not as well adapted for improvement as yoursj when you write
» me & short history of these things, for I asaure you it never feils to afford
B much plessure. How are the [ } frienis going on, when you
mentioned about hunting, my Uncle Wm. eame instantly across my mind, you mat make
my kind enguiries to them ally ds Mary Ann Fallowfield etill living there at your
home, I hope Anty. Harrisop is going on batter, but I am afraid I shall not hear
from him, in fact I have been more negligent than him; =3 I promised to write when
I last zaw himy have they had any more inorease of family. lon*t forget to pay
my boast wishes to the Mr. Oliver's, and how happy I am to haar of their success)
also Whitham, though he may be considered as an opponent if theirs, still say I
enguired after him. I have now te conclude with kimd affection to my Father and

Mothear and every ome of our family

Beliave ma Your aincera [riend amd Brother

Willm.




¥y dear Brother Kitt,

Your last kind lettor I recedived about a Month ago; for which I

raturn you many thanks and I am nmow at a loss how to answeér it as 1 destroyed

it immediately after reading it, howsver I reccllect scmething about a New Hosd
boing made to the Westward of you, apd I moet certminly agree with you that it
will be of great advantage to the Country through which it will pass, and I should
not be surpriszed to be sett down at your own deor in one of the many Coaches you
aay are running in that part of the Globe. This letter I know will be considered
a wery favourable one with you and I kmow my Mother also, when T tell you that I
am no longer Assistant Surgecn in the 9th btut a2 full Surgeon in the 21st Regt. or
Royal Secotoh Fusiliers, as their Surgeon disd, dated S5th Sept. last. It will put

. me out of the neadful, as I have 14s.1d. {a day)

I have not been well for some time past,; although I am much better than
I was and I have applied to Head Quarters for leave of absonce to come to Englard
for 12 Wonths, if I should succeed in getting it, you may expect to séa ma in a
fow Weoks or Months, but I beg you will not look om it as certnin, as I think it
very doubtful, at all events you neel not write me any more until you hear from
ma again, or if you do you eust addrsss me Mr. Dent Esg., Surgeon 21st Hagt.
St. Vinosnt, @8 the Regt. has lately been removed to there from Demerara, I have
not much Maws to give you as to the state of thess Colonies, as now everything is
very quiet, we have received two fresh Regts. over from Treland, the 93rd and the
other from old Oibraltar, the 27th which has created a gool deal of movement in
all the others, but not in the 9th. Should I be fortunate enocugh to get leave
to come home, I have got an Idea into my head that I must take a rib to myself,
go look out for a nioce, well made lassy for me, that has a little Coin, sufficient
to keap herself, anl has no objection te & trip to the West Imdies., With best
regarde to all friends.

Baliava ma
Dea

Your ever aeffectionate friend

Wm. Dent.
Surzn. 21at Regt. on

Surgeon 2ist Hegt.
St. Vincant.




was duly favoured with your let

etter of the 18th ultimos,
after your Brother im Law Mr. W. Demt, late Asst. Surgeon in the

- e was promoted Surgeon to the 21at Regt.4th Sapt. lest - We have
wseived any returns from either of those Regts later than 25th Nov. 1823
that tima Mr. Dent had left the 9th at Grenada,; but had not joined the
at Demerara = I should have replied to your letter sooner; but have bean
axrpecting every day a Mail from the West Indies, bringing Heturms of a later
date from the 21st Foot, when I hoped to have been able to inform you that he
had joined that Corps.

I shall be very happy to forward umder a frank, any letters you or
his BErothers may wish to write to him, if you will send them to me, & Mias
Prattman will inform you of the mode in which they should be enelosed and
directed, so that I may receive them free.

1 hava rot heard from New York for a conaiderable time. My Brothar
arnd his famlly are -r:l'.:‘:.t-l" wall.

I hope you and your family, with all your other friemds, are well -

goodnass to give my best respects te Mrs. Dawson and Miss Pratiman
gea them. = Mr. E. Dawson talks of being in April.

S4m
Dear Madam
Tl =

Your very obd Servant ,

. Jopling.

Addrensed to Mra. Elizabeath Dent. Micklaton.




My dear Brother,

As we shall embark tomorrow Morning have a few léisure moments
to write to you previous to my leaving England; n the first place I muat
EdEm-owlaigﬂ the receipt of your letter, e By grief st the sudden
and wmexpacted dissclution of my Brother John wry it was an event =0
unlooked for that I was almost thunderstruck at reading it, and I am certaln
suet have produced the greatest ﬂ.f"l'l.cu"."‘?‘ to you all; I was also much alarmed
about my Mother, but as you mention that health hed pomewhat improved, I
trust that your next letter will confirm i',:- perfect reestablishments; you will
of course give my most affectionate lowve to her and my fathery +o whom I shall
write after wo are sotitled in the West Indies; at present we are ignorant what
Island we shall go to, but you may depend on hearing from me. Everything here
is in a bustle; I have been ocoupied all day in getiting Baggage on boardj the
4th and S4th regte embarked yesterday, and sailed this Morning with a fine
Wind, armd if it should hold in the same quarter we shall sail on Thursday.

I thought I hed mentioned to you about the Mare in a previous leatter,
ghe did not turn out 8o well as I could have wished although 1 saold her for mora
than what she cost me, I afterwards bought another and when I embarked at Calaim
I only got Seven Founds for himj I have sold the Grey Hounda for Elght Guineas.
You will excuse my not writing to you & longer lettery but my next will I hope
ba more lemgthy amd interssting.

Remamber me to all friends srd believe me to be your
Affectionate Brother,

William Dent.




5t. Vincente, 20th April, 1819.

ear Mother,

When I wrote to you last from Cosport, we were on the point of embarkationg
ithead until the 28th of Fobruary,

however contrary Winds prevanted us leaving
wa had a very favourable breoeze and made the Ilsland of Madeirs in eight daye and
parrived at Barbadoe on the 3rd of April without experiencing aven a gale of Hin:il
I have always been particularly fortunate in my voyages by Seny but in thie
instance nothing could be more pleasant, We remained at Barbados six days, wera
landed and recaived by Lord Combarmere, G.C.B.y half of tha Hegiment is quartered
here, and the other half is divided beiween Dominica and 8t. Lucia, these two
iatter lalands have the character of being unhealthy, but 5t. Vincents I believa
iz one of the best Ielands in the Weat Indies 't appears to me something like
Gibraltar as to alimate, but we have always a breezs of Wind which prevents the
neat from being oppreseive,; the Barracks are situated about a Mile from the Town
of Kingeton but as the Hoad to it is r £ and we are not yet being supplied
with Horses, we have had little communication with any of the Flantera who have
the character of being uncommonly Heospitahl Ihe appearance of this Island ise
very romantic, the interior is mountainous, and covered with Woods to the very
uT.ﬂ‘ﬁﬂt the Valleys and Lands along the chore are all cultivated with Suga

ana by awarms of misarable locking Negroes. I am under great chligations to
hf hrothn: Kitt for his last letter and I hope he will continue to give my every
information as to Country Newsy; for the further a porson is from heme, the
interest becomes greater, even in trifling eventsy I want very much to ¥now how
Watsons business has terminated, and if poor | 7 } waa done out of | MOnAaY,
I forgot in my last latter tc mention that we have lately got an Officer inte the
Regt who is almest a Countryman of mine, his name ig ..1;, hie father lives at

Fi er-::&'nridga he knows all the Count i 1'-C.|,:_:'|_ﬁ., and we hau e fregquent conversations

bout Durham & Yorkshire he ig alasc perfectly acquainted with the Weat Indies
having been heare before, they have a very fine Estate in 5%, Kitis; he has got
two monthe leave of Abeenca to and sea it,

I ghall write to you about once in two Months, as thie ie not a place from
1ich you can expact much News, my only.object is to let you know how I am, You
will remember ma $0 all friende at Barn * Castle and at Mickletonjy +they are mo
numercus I cannot particularize.

I remain my Dear Mother,

Your ever affectionanta .--"\:“1

iddresas as undar:

Apaistant Suargeon Dent,
dth Hegts. of -aaﬁ,
5%, Vincents,
Wept Indies,




St, Vincents 12th Aug' 1819

My Dear Cousin,

Aa the Brig Hercules will sail from this Island in a few days for England, I
avall myself of the opportunity of sending this letter by her and to inform you
that your humble Servant is still in existence. Although I have no Hews or any-
thing very interesting to tell you, yet I trust you will gratify me by writing,
when you can aspare a few leisure momente Tor that purpose, as I have heard nothing
from home since I left Wincheaster. When I last wrote to you how little did I
think that the next would be from the West Indiea, but it is useless to complain,
here we are, and likely to remain for a few Years, not many I hope. I shall give
you a alight asketch of our proceedings since wa left England, which was on the last
day of February and in eight days after that made the Island of Madeira we were
becalmed off it for four or five days, and could not get near enough’to go into
Funchal, after passing the 25th degree of North latitude we caught the trade Winds,
which carried ua along in a sieady manner at the rate of seven or eight knote an
heur until we arrived at Barbados on the 3ird of April we remained there about a
Week, and as the 4th & 5th Regts arrived at the same time with us, the place became
very gay, Dinneras and Ballo every Day; every Regt., was landed and reviewed, and
plenty of inspections made to emch., Every Regt has to garrison these Islands except
the 25th who remain at Barbados, the 4th have Orenada, Tobage & Trinidady; the 5th
Antigua, St. Kitts and Nevie the 9th S5t, Vincents, St. Lucia & Dominigue; We
relieved the 2nd or Queen's Regt at this place, they are gone to Demarara and Balui,
The life we lead here is very dull and ineipid, although we have received a great
deal of civility from the CSovernor and many of the Flanters, tmt in consquence of
the Garrison being situated almeost a Mile from the Town, and about six hundred feet
above ites level we cannot participate in their amusements so frequent as we otharwise
wonld doj; and the heat creates such a degree of lassitude, that when I am at any of
their Dinner parties I alwaye wish myself back at my own Barrack Rooms. The Day
is generally passed in idlenessy; we have a good Mese and dine at five oCleck
generally take a Pint of Madeira after it (which ie absolutely necessary h&rei then
retire to one of the Barrack Rooms, to take a flask of Grog, emoke a Cigar and play
a rubber or two of Whist, and always in Bed before ten oClock. We have very faw
white people in these Islandsy; meet nothing but poor black dewils of Negroes and a
get of Half and Half Creatures that are as yellow as a Kite's Claw. Evarything is
very dear and of a very bad quality except what is brought from Europe, even thelr
Fruit is not equal to what I expected except the Fine Apple. Bum is as cheap asa
Ale in BEngland the Soldiers consequently always drunk, which is the cause of all the
Sickness in the West Indies, but I must resume this topic for another letter as I want
to enguire after you all, I entroat of you to write to me as soon as you can, and
lat me know how your good Lady and the Children are, to whom you will make my moast
kind enquiries, also to your father & Mcocther and such of Mr, Hutchinson's family ds
I am acouainted with. With respect to affairs at Mickleton I know no more than the
Man in the Moon, doubtless many local oceurrences of interest have presented them=
gelves gince I last heard from there, you will be good enough to inform them of my
having wrote to you a&nd that I never had my health betier, which is the only thing
they can wish to hear of mej I was very much grieved at my Brother Johm's misfortune.
There is one thing I wish particularly to enguire about, and that iz the BEmmouth,
which I am afraid is off the Road by this time, ae every prospector appeared a
knavigh character especially that Chap Donkin, but of course you will let me kmow all
about, in the mean time believe ma to be,

Tour ever asincere friend & Cousin,
William Dent,.

: s
Aggiat. Surg O9th Foot.
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Baliave me your very affectionste Brother,

William Dents




Grenada, 22nd May 1821

My dear Brother,

Your letter of the 20th Feb. I only received three days ago, and
find that it has been travelling all over the West Indies. I wrote to
my Mother sbout five Weeks ago, mentioning our change of gquarters, and the
uncerteinty of where I should ultimately be statiopned, however that is now
gottled and I expect to embark almost every day for Trinidad, you will
therefore when you again write to me, address at that Islandy as scom as I
am sattled there I will give you every account of 1t; it is quite closa to
the Spanich Main, and I understand a very pleasant quarter. With respect
to tha partieulars of your letter I am concerned to find you have had a
House of Sickness; however I trust that long before this that your Wife is
again returned to her usual good healthy I cannot forbear cautioning both
you and her of the impropriety of making two at a time, and I am afraid I
shall find a House full of Childran, tho next vieit I pay you. I am not
surprized ; although exeeedingly sorry, to hear that my Mother has become so
feebla; I dara not say anything against her smcking, for it has now become
go habitual that I suppose it would almost destroy her to leave it offy
however you may tell her that I hope she makes use of a cleaner Pips than
when T last saw her. The description you give of the Lund Hille put me quite
in spirits, Don't you think it would meke a eapital Farm, if we could manage to
get a strip of lard down te the roaf, I hope you don't neglect to plant Trees,
inlr nothing adds more fo the beapty of a Country than its being wall
How for tha hunting. TYou kmow very well this is s sport that I was
passionately fond of, & after delighting me with the Lund Hills you
ly ut me into the fidgeis by seying you have established a Subscription
of Hounds, the Idea alone of not participating in the amusement makes me
melancholy, for in this Country if there was ever so much Game, it would
ossible to follow from the excessive heat, but I understand in Trinidad,
have Deer and a speoies of animal betwesen a Hare & a Rabbit, that afforda
axcallont coursing; they also have Birds of the most beautiful plumage & I
shall endeavour to gat some of them stuffed teo bring to England.

It ia probable we may be thres Years longer in thls Country, but I
believe not morey = Regt. that came out in 1815 is now on 1lts return to
England, and we naturally suppose that our stay will not be lomger than five
years altogether; which is long enough, for the heat is abominable, the
Tharmomater risea every day to BE° degrees, we have had no Rains for several
Montha & the Country is burnt to & Cimder. Pray make my respacta to tha
Mr. Oldivers who I have no doubt will ultimately evercome all thedr
oppoaitionsa; poor Whitcher i put to great shifts; how is Mr. Dixom getting
on. Meke my kind enquiries to my Father & Mother, John & all friends both at
Mickleton & Barnard Castle.

Believe me Toura affectionately.,

HWm. Dent.
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iy dear Brother,

I had been anxiously looking out for an Epistle from you, for savera
Packets past, but hai not my anxiety gratified until the laat Mail, when I
received your letter of the 21at Jany. It afforded me smuch pleasure to hear
you ware all wall, partioularly my Father and Motherj; the latter I hope has not
frotted much at not hearing from me for so long a period, but it arcese from my
gonstant expectation of hearing from you, and an opportunity only offers once a
Month for England by Packet. I have enjoyed good health and continue to do so,
ag well as im any part of the World I ever served in, and T cartainly considar
myself fortunate, 2= well as all tha Officers of our Regiment sinee our arrival
in the West Indies. I sag hy the Papers what a very severe Winter you have
erparianced; Frost and Snow will be guite a treat to mej while you are blowing
your fingers, from cold, we are almost burnt to Cinders, from a burning Sun, that
gcauses the Thermometer to rise daily to 85 degrees or upwards. It 18 confidently
raported that we shall be relievad this time twelve months by Regiments from
England and Ireland, and if the 9th come to England I shall apply for leave of
absence to be amongst you for a couple of Months. Tou put me quite in the
fidgetts when you talk of hunting as you wall recollect how passiomately fond I
always was of that sport and I often think the same is ( ) in the
Pomdly; but John had always lesa inclination that way than any of us, anl I am
rather surprigzed to hear that he 1s so keen a houndsman. I heard from Grenada the
other day, you know it is the Head Smarteras of our Regt, and the Surgeon has applied
for twelve Monthe leave to gzo to Ireland, to settle some famlly effsirse, if he should
succead in obtaining leava, I rather think I ehall have to replace him, but I shall
lat you know by the next Packet what arrangement will take place. You complain of
the farming business going to the bady I think theéere would be no great difficulty
in battaring your aituation if you would persusde the Covernment to go to wary that
iz the only chance of ever surviving the Agricultural interast.

I was sorry to hear of the fate of poor Betty Raine, she was not a wery old
person; the other two deaths you mention I kmew wery little of. What improvements
have you made about the East end of the Town, I suppose tha hedge in front of the
housa is now able to reaist anything, and the Treas are shooting wall up, I often

to mysalf thess littla trifles about home. Has John done anything about

plasa, tut his ia not as well sdapted for improvement as yoursj when you write

me & short history of these things, for I aseure you it nevar feils to afford
mas much pleasure. How are the | } frienls goling on, when you
mentioned about hunting, =my Unele Wm. came instantly across my mind, you mst make
my kind enguiries to them ally is Mary Ann Fallowfield atill living there at your
home., I hope Anty. Harrisen is going on better, but I am afraid I shall nokt hear
from him, in faot I have been more negligent than him, as I promised to write when
T last saw himj have they had any more increase of family. Don't forget to pay
mv bast wishes to the Mr. Oliver's, and how happy I am to hear of their successj
aleso Whitham, though he mey ba considered as an opponent if theirs, atill say I
engquired after him. I have now to conclude with kimd affection to my Father amd
Mother and every one of our family

Balisva ma Your aincars

Willm. Dent.




My dear Brothar Kitt,

Your last kind letter I received about s Month ago, for which I
raturn you many thanks and I am now at a loes how to answer it as I destroyed
it immedistely after reading it, howaver I recollect something about a New Hoad
being made to the Westward of you, and I most certainly agree with you that it
will be of great advantage to the Country through which it will pess, and 1 should
not be surprized to be sett dowm at your own door in one of the many Coaches you
gay are running in that part of the Globa. This latter I know will be conaidered
a very favourable one with you and I lknow my Mother also, when I tell you that I
am no longer Assistant Surgeon in the 9th but a full Surgeon in tha 21st Hegt. or
Royal Sootoh Fusiliers, as their Surgeon died, dated 5th Sept. last. It will put
meé out of the needful, as I have 14s.1d. (a day)

I have not bean well for asome time past, although I am much better than
T was and I have applied to Heed Guartera for leave of absence fo comd to England
for 12 Monthe, if I should succeed in getting it, you may expect to see me in a
few Weeka or Monthe, but I beg you will mot look on it as certain, a8 I think it
very doubtful, at all avents you need not write me any more until you hear from
me again, or if you do you must address me Mr. Dent Esg., Surgeon 21st Regt.
St. Vincent, as the Hegt. has lately been removed to there from Demerara, 1 hawe
not much News to give you as to the state of thess Colonias, as now everything is
very quiet, we have received two fresh Regts. over from Ireland, the 93rd and the
other from old Gibraltar, the 2Tth which has created a good deal of movement in

all the othere, but not in the 9th. Should I be fortunate enough to get leave
to comdé home, I have got an Idea into my head that I must take a rib to myself,

80 look out for a nice; well made lassy for me, that has a little Coin, sufficient
to keep hersalf, and has no objection to a trip to the West Indias. With best
rogardas to all friends.

Baliave me
Daar Brothar,

Your ever affectionate friemd

Wms Dant.
Surgn. 21st Regt on

me. Lent,

¥m. Dent Eag.,
Surgeon 2ist hegt.
5t. Yincent.




Horse Guards,

Oth March 1824

Daar Madam,

I was duly favoured with your letter of the 18th ultimos,
enguiring after your Brother im Law Mr. W. Dent, late Asst. Surgeon in the
gth Poot - He was promoted Surgeon to the 21st HRegt.4th Sapt. last - We have
not received any returns from either of those Regts later than 25th Nov. 18231 -
At that time ¥r. Dent had left the 9th at Gremada, but hed not Jjoined the
218t at Demerarg — I should have replied to your letter sooner, btut have been
expecting every day a Mail from the West Indies, bringing Returns of a later
date from the 213t Poot, when I hoped to have been able to inform you that he
had joined that Corps.

I shall be very happy to forward under a frank, any letters you or
his Brothers may wish to write to him, if you will send them to me, & Miss
Prattman will inform you of the mode in which thay should be enclosed and
directed; so0 that I may receive tham free.

I have not heard from New York for a considerable time. My Brother
and hie family are quite well.

I hope you and your family, with all your other friemds, are well -

Hawve the goodnesss to give my best respects to Mrs. Dawson and Miss Pratiman
when you =ea them. = Mr. E. Dawson talks of baing in April.

I am

Dear Madam

Your very obd™" Servant,

Jopling.

Adreosed to Mrs. Elizabeth Dent. Mickleton.
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Fortemouth July 1at Sunday Morning

Dear Father,

I have just time to inform you that I am ordered to Oibraltar with the
82nd Regt. and the Signal is now flying for all hends to be on Board, otherwise
I should have given you more information on tha Subject.

I beg to remain with Love to all friends,
I am Dr, Father,
Your sver affecticnate Son,
William Dent.




Gibraltar September 1Tth 1810

sar Mother,

Facket bé'“f about to sail for England, I have the pleasure of addressing
for the firet time since my arrival at this place, which was abont five weaks Ag0,
aefter a long but & tolerably pleasant passage, I wrote to my Cousin Harrisom
and ﬁEEiTE' him o inform you of my arrivaly The Packets not being very regular
I had not ibility of writing %111 now, but you may assurs yourself that I
will not “? negligent in this point, yon shall hear from me every Month or two.
Gibraltar is a strange place, and strikes the Spectator at firat sight with a
degree of astonishment not easily to be conceivedy; it was very hot here at firet
coming, but is now like the Summer in Englands I have had my Health extremely
woll, and the Headache has troubled me but once, which I was afraid in a warmer
Climnte would cocur oftener; I am in want of nothing, I am sapplied with the
::'-!ﬂ';..:":-_-:_tl and :"!'."!'I"!:.‘ I hava ]'I.I.I!rll._':,l'.' my Pll,l'l.' is Nine Hhi]‘.ll!‘lﬁﬂ- par I!'r_c,- and my axpénsas
not more than five, I hope this will make you and all my friends as easy in your
Minde as I am, for I assure you I want nothing; Fruit in particular is cheap hers,
Grapes, Peaches and Figa at 24 per pound. I saw my Name in the Oazette of the
4th August as Assistant Surgeon to the 9th Rgt which is stationed here, but I have
had no Wﬂ‘1f13¢t on of it yet from the Medical Board, very probably I shall by the
next packet. HNews is very barren here although the theatre of War is not very
far from ua, and we are ohliged to the English Newspapers for every informationy
About a Week ago a Regimeni of French Desertere were landed here from Cartheangena,
they are upwards of a 1,000 sirong, all fina young Men, and have as fine appear—

ance as any Bgt in the British Service, I hope you will write to me soon, I must
iry to conclude with my Gratitude to my Father Grd Parents and Brothers while

I am Dear Mother
Tour evary affectionate Son

William Dent,




Oibraltar November 2Tth 1810

My Dear Father,

A Comvoy being about to sail for England I avail myself of the Opportunity im
writing to you, which I ghould have done before if the Packets from this place had
been more regulary I expected to have heard from Mickleton or from my Cousin
Harrison by the last Mail but was disappointed; I have not had a letter from
England since I left it myself (except one from the Medical Board) which makes me
feel anxious to hear from you, I am now appointed Aesistant Surgeon in the Oth
Bgt Foot, a very finé and deserving Corps, the Appointment tock place on the
2nd Augmnt last, You probably have seen accounts in the Newspapers which might
alarm you, concerning the Plague having made its appearance in thie garriscny
however you may be easy on that Subject, for I belleve Gibraltar was never more
healthy than it ie at this time; there certainly was a Fever of a Contageous
Hature broke out in some parts of the Town, and likewise in the Tth Veteran
Battalion, but proper measures were immediately taken, and the People who were

.a‘ttnckc-:l with the Disease, were encamped on the Neutral Ground, on the Spanish
gide of the Garrison however sinoe then we have had no communication with Spain
and all vessels arriving from the Spanish or Portugese Coasts, are put under strict
Quarrantine. I wrote to my Brother about two Monthe ago and likewise to Aunt
Harrison, tut having received no answer, I am afraid they have either been loat
or detained, I em sorry to eay since that I have been employed on a very
mnfortunate Expedition, one in which I don't believe that British Soldiers behavaed
with so much determined Cowardice. The Ammy (if I may call it as such) consisted
of 300 Hen of the 89th Fgt with 60 Ar4illery Men and 4 Fieces of Cannon, about
500 Germans,; dessrters from the French Army and a Spanisgh Ret we tock in at Centa,
making in all upwards of 1,500 Men, and commanded by Lord Blaney, with this foroe
wo wore to atiack Sabastian and take Halagay we landed on the Morning of the
14th October 20 Hiles from Malaga, and about 10 Miles from a Castle which was in
possession of the French, and it was thought necepsary to be taken bafore we
advanced any furthery with this intent a Flag of Truce was sent which the
Commandant of the Castle answered by firing on it, The force we had (except the
Bpanish Regiment,) was immediately brought within Musket Shot, and commenced firing,
which was kept up till after dark, when the firing coased; we had 3 or 4 Men killed
nd pome wounded; Major Grant won shot in the Neck and died afterwards; during

s Night the Cannon had been landed and by daylight were ready to play on the Castles,

but with 1little effect; about 12 o'cleck, Lord Elaney, perceiving he could make
little or me impression on the Flace, was goipgz to take up ancther position, when
aColvmn of Prench Infantry Cavalry made their appearance, which being joined by the
People in the Cestle, immediately attacked us, drove the Artillery from their Ouns
ard tock them, the whole retreating in Confusion for 4 a Mile, when the 89th rallied
drove the French back and retock the Gunay the French being dressed exactly like
the Spaniards, eried out (Hispaniola) eignifying they were Spaniards, which induced
Lord Blaney to go up to epeak to them, whem they imstantly laid hold of him fired
a volley among the English and put the whole Army o the run; then commenced such
a soene of Confusion as I never witnessed, some endeavouring %o get into the Boats,
othera even attempting to swim to the Ships, and if the Rodney Man of War had not
brouzht her broad side to bear on the Beach, and commenced a heawy fire of Grape,
mont part of us would imevitably have beon taken. We have no late arrivals from
Lisbon but I believe both Armies continue in the same position, I think there is
little doubt but Lord Wellington will unltimately be driven out of the Country.
I have nothing further to communicate but that I am in very good health and perhaps
mora comfortable than I should have been as Aspistant to any Surgeon near homej
I ghall be very happy to hear from you, but in the meantime remember me to my Mother
Crandparents and Brothers whe although I am fayr from home receive the best wishes of

Toor ever affectionate Son
William Dent




Gibraltar March 1Tth 1811.

My Dear Father,

By the last Packet I received your Letter of the 4th Jany. end am
excessively happy to hear that all friends at home are doing well, it has
relieved me from a good deal of uneasiness, for I had some Idea that you never
intended to write to me again. I am happy to hear my Cousin Harrison is
expected to commence hie Profession at Barnard Castle shortly, I thought he
would not have neglected writing to me till now; 4if he is returned into the
Country remember me to him, tell him, he has my best wishes, and I hope hisa
puccess will exceed all your expectations, for I entertain a very high opinicon
of his Abilities. I am very much delighted with the Idea of your improving
the Iundhill, but I believe it will tend to your own interest as well as minej
tell my Crandfather Dent, that I think it would make a more compact thing of it,
if he were to dash a few more acres to it, then who knows but I may spand my
Cottage Days there, though it is in a bleak situation. I can perceive by my
Mother's letter, that she is 8till in the same fretting way, tell her that har
notions about being bound for life are all frivolousy I have a regular Commiaslon
(which by the by cost me 5L) from his Majesty, which I am at liberty %o resign
when I think it convenient; I live very comfortable, and with respect to Close
and Money, I am smuch better off than when I laft England. Bafora this reachesn
you, you will have heard of the Action which took place between Cadiz and Chiclana)
it was as honourmble to the English as it was disgraceful to the Spaniards who

behaved shamefullyj; they were not even brought into agtiom, but resained in a
Wood ti11 the business was over; Two Companies of the 9th were there, they had
four Officers wounded and nearly half of the Mem. A Body of Fremch from the
direction of Malaga, made their appearance in front of this Garrison the other
Day, but after exacting contributions and burning a few houses they retired.
You must excuse this bad writing for I am a good desl hurried, I beg leave to
remain with respecta to all friends

Iy Father
Your aver affectionate Son

Willm. Dent.




Gibraltar August 21

My Dear Father,

I hawve been expscting to have heard from you for some time past, but
have been wexatiously disappointed, wery likely you have wrote to me, bt
Letters froquently miscarry; however a Mail for England closes %o MorTow
morning, which irducea me to give some 1little account of mysalf, since I last had
the pleasure of writing to you. I believe I wrote to you on the 17th March last,
giving you some trifling account of the Action at Banosa, next day, three
Assiatant Surgeons and myself belonging to this Garrison, received orders to
embark in the Papillon Sloop of War, and proceed to Cadiz, to attenl wounded
French Prisonera,; on our arrival there, we found thoese unfortunate Creatures, in
g most wretched corditionj I think without exception the uglisst Wounds 1 ewver
saw, numbers of them having frectured Limba from Grapa Shot, and not being dressed
for three daye after the action (on account of our own wounded being so fumeTous )
thay really had a frightful appearance, and to crown all, they wors laying on the
floor; it being imposaible to procura Hospital Bedateada in gufficiont numbers.
The Duty was very severe for about a Month, bt having an apportunity of seclng
guch practics amd performing opsrations, was an equivelent to all hardships of
thia kind. I remnined in Cadiz £ill the 15th June; when I receiwved an ordar to
hold myself in readiness to return to Gibraltar and join my Regiment, which I was
very sorry for, as Cadiz of all the Flaces I ever was in, is the most charming.
About this time a small expedition was fitted out for the relisf of Tarragona
which of fered me an opportunity of returning to my Regiment where I hoped to have a
little rest (but variety is the Life of the Army) and I had not been an hour in
Gibraltar, when our Regiment received an order to embark next day ard accompany the
expeditiony wo accordingly embarked and sailed for Tarragona on the 2lat June,
after a fine passage of six days we arrived at our destination, but to our
Mortification found the French had carried every out work, and made their approaches
within Pistol Shot of the Towmn. Comrunleations having taken place betwean the
Bnglish and Spanish Commanders the latter declined any assistance, saying it was
impossible to keep the place three days, if the French apened their Breaching
Battaries, which they did that Evening, and played incessantly the whole Night and
next dayy; about five o'clock in the Evening, one of the English Men of War
Talegraphed that the French Lines wera manned , and presently after that they wara
sdvancing to the Breach; The Spaniards now commenced firing from the Walls and
Tops of the houses, but the French having mounted the Breach, drove them cut of the
oppoeite end of the Town in leos than half an hour, when to the number of several
thouanrda, they made thelr wny dowm to the beach with the hape of being taken off
by the Boats, but none being there, they went along the Shore, perhaps thinking to
get through some part of the Enemy's line, and escape into the Country, but the
Franch who foresee everything sent down their Riflsmen and ppened two Field Pieces
on them which completely brought them to a halt, their Cavalry then charged and
hewrd down the Spaniards on all sides, taking the whole Prisoners, it was now so
dark we could observe nothing from the Ships, but the French set fire to the Town
which burnt for several Days after. Tha Town being token we had no further
businoss, but for three or four Days after wo gailed up and down the Coast, making
damonatrations of lamding, mainly with the intent of harrassing the enemy wo Lhan
made the best of our way to Port Mahon in Minorea, to Water and Provision, we
remained there a Week after seaing the Antigquities of the Island we sailed, and
arrived in Gibraltar the 26th of July. We have-little or no News; but accounts
have peached us that a Contagiouns Disease 1a raging at Carthagema, in conséquance
of which all communication with Spain will be cut off to Morrow and every Ship
from the Mediterranean put under Quarantine. Will thank you to write to me on tha
Recaipt of this. I bag leave to be remembared with particular affection to my
Mother, Brothers and all friemds, while

am Dear Father
Your ever dutiful Son
William Dent

P.S. enquire of Any. Harrison if the Box I left in London is
sti1l thefs or was ment to Portsmouth when I left England; if in London let it
remain there.




Gibraltar May 21st 1812

My Dear Harrieon,

I had long age given up all Idea of ever hearing from you, but by
some good fortuns or other I yesterday went inte the Military Secretary's
Office, and found a Letter from you, dated even as late as October, 1810j
though it is so old, you cannot imagine the satisfaction I felt, at seeing the
hard writing of my old Companion and Relative it infused me with new Spirits,
and I could have wept for joy. I hal a letter from my father in Peby. last,
saying you had wrote several times to me, but none have coms to hanpd, the cne
mentioned above exceptedsy it is useless writing home for I have nothing to
commnlcate which can ba interesting to them, further than, that I am perfectly
wall, and desire to be remembered to all, which you will have the goodneas to
express. I never knew this place so excessively dull as it ls at present, not a
syllable of Wews. The Troops which formed the Garrison of Tarifa from Gibraltar,
have all been witbdrawm, anl replaced by Detachments from Cadiz under Coln. Goughj
this arrangement has taken place in consequence of the impropriety of Genl. Campbells
ordering Coln. Skerrett to defend the Town to the last, for the Town is only
surrourded by something like a Park Wally I have reason to be sorry for it, as for
the last two Months I have been Acting Surgeon thers and recelved extra pay.
Balleateros is in Cantonements about threa Lesgues from this, his Cavalry had a
trifling affair with Soults the other Day, he toock five prisoners and sent them
into Algesirss with the Epulets of the Commanding Officer. I think the Affairs of
Spain wear & more favourable Aspect than they did three Years ago, and if the
Spands., persevere, there is not the least doubt but they will ultimately sucoceed
in expelling the French beyond the Pyrenees. The middle and lower Class of
Spaniarde are worthy of everything that is great, and if their Armies were well
Offlcared, they would make the French repent ever having entered the Country.
Desertions from the French Armiss continues very great, I have seen them come into
Tarifa by six and seven's, in general they are very fine Men, well dressed, and
their appointments peculiarly good; I am sure I don't exaggerate, when I say there
has been brought to this Rock within the last two Years, not lesa than seven
thousand Deserters. We are in great expectation of having Lord Wellington down
towarde Seville and Cadiz, it would be the Salvation of Spain if he could raise
the siege of the latter place.

I regularly examine the Marriages in the Newspapers and am astonished
I don't perceive your Name, but I should hope, ere, thie, you are made a Happy Man
for Lifa. It gives me great pleasure to hear you are continuing your Profession
under such favourable ciroumstances, you have every prospect of becoming Independent
in the course of & few Years, - ns for your humble Servant a short Iife and &
pleapant one.

Do of all thinge, write to me, and let me kmow & little Nerth Country
Newe - you all asem to be little shert of Republicana.
Believe me to be Dear Harrison
Your ever asincere friemd & Cousin

William Dent




Fibraltar September Bth 1812

Daar Cousin,

I should have answered your letter of the 15th June long before this
if T had not been impressed with the Idea of the Regiment leaving this place
for Portugal, end we have been under orders for Field Service nearly thres
Months, ard still are so, but the report now is, that we cammot go until
ralieved by come weak PBattalion from Lisbon, however when we do embarlk, I shall
iet you know, but I am afraid we shall Winter in Gibr. I was sxtremely sorry to
hear of the destruction of the Mill, it certainly is a severe lose, but I hope
it was insured to nearly ite valus. With respect to the long detail of Deaths
it is truly Melancholy, it is sufficient to depresa the Spirits of any Man who
is not possessed of an unueusl strong set of Nerves, if I should return home I
imagine thers ie mot o Schoolfelleow left to recognize me. 1 have not wrote to
my Mether for some time, the fact is, whenm I attempt it, I never can make out
more than three or four lines.and Gibraltar News must be very imsipid to her, you
will be kind encugh to inform her that I am perfectly well and not in want of
anything (which by the by) is no small comsolation., since I have made no demands
for two Years and a half pest. This Diabolical Hoek is once more shut out from
gll intercourse with the World, in conseguence of some wague reports of fever,
and all arrivals are put under gquarantine. Tou have long ago heard of the
defant of Marmont the effects of which are new operating on every corner of Spain,
Scult has broke up from bhefore Cadiz, drawm in his Detachments from Malaga, Ronda,
ardd the Country around here, he is concentrating the whele of hism foroe, which it
is imagined will be near forty thousarmd Men, has proclaimed to the Spaniards
that he is marching to chastize the Engligh Cemersl, amd will then return and
protect them from all imeult; I hope he will share the fate of his Brother
Marshal , however that s Battle will take place in a very few days is inevitable.
Genl. Crug and Col Skerrett entersd Seville the other Day, amd tock two or three
hundred Prisoners, as to Ballestercs we don't hear z word about himg Tha
Expedition from Minorcs I believe still remains at Alicant without attempting any
thing, it is noihing neasr so strong as was at first represented, Genl. Whittingham
whe hAas the :,-]"E_'u:'::_'-:nl.;-::r: aof our ,ﬁ]",'ﬂ;.l' At Hﬂ.,jﬂrl:a informed the British Government
thet ka hod 8000 effective Men, but when Genl. Maitland received them he could

little more than 3000. The there is & great deal
amonget these kind of peopla.

I cannot comelude without wishing you every happiness which the

Karried State will admit of, and at the same time beg you will present my best
ragpacts to your Lady.

I am Dear Cousln
Your sincere friemd

Willism Dent.




Gibraltar Hovr 27th 1812

My Dear Mother,

T have ait down three or four different times within the last Month,
with a determination of writing to you, and as many times something or other has
disappointed me, however a Paskat leaves this for England to Morrow and I canmot
let slip the opportunity of sending you this scrawl and informing you that I am
both in good Health and Circumstances. I bave not bhad a latter from home for a
conslderable time, which convinces me there is great irregularity in the Post Office,
for some of you must have wrote within the last six Months. My last Letter from
Anv. Harrison is of 15th June, but everything inm 4%, wore such a dismal countenance,
(his own Marriage excepted) that it wes nothing more than a series of Deaths and
Misfortunes; I should be glad to know how he goes on though I intend writing to
him by the first Mail after thia. My reason for dalaying writing so long, was,
that the Regiment being under orders for Portugel, I thought it would be the wisest
an to send you & line or two when we were actually embarked, btut however that order
ing now done away; I cannot form any excuse for my negligence; two hundred Men are
drafied from this Battalien to the first, amd lstters from Col. Molle, who is on leave
of absance in Bngland mention the probability of another detachment being shortly
sent, when the remaining part of this Battaliom will be ordsred to England to recruit,
this I dare say you will happy to see prove true, but for my own part I can live much
batter in Gibraltar than in England. tters from the Army received a few Daye ago
mention our first Battalion to have lost six or sewen Officers and upwards of an
hunired Man killed and wounded, composing part of the Rear Guard in the retreat from
Burgos, thia gives strength to the report of our sending more Men to them. Hews
from this place you neel not expect, for we are as much separated from all the World,
as 1f we were encamped on Mickleton West Pasture; the only thing of a political
¥ature worth membtioning is of Genl. Ballesteros who has refused to serve under
Loxd Wellington, he is consequently deprived of the command of his Army and sent to
Ceuta a place considered as & receptacle only for the worat of Criminals, he wrote
geveral letters to the Regency at Cadiz, couched in very mutinous language. I am
glal to find the Walcheren Prize Money is likely to be paid, my share will be about
1€, which is no trifle these herd times. I hope the Plot of Ground at Lund Hill
ia grefually improvings I assure you I often think of i%, and if I live as long,
!t.r';,—-"_t to spemd my Cottage Dayes there; Brother Kiit it is expected, pays every
tention to it, but from his great partiality for Habbits and Ducks, I have my doubts
of tha fact.
afraid my Grandfather has felt the loss saveraly, remember mé most kindly to him, for
T owa ewery thing to his goodneass. With respect to myself, Dear Mother, you must not
be under any apprehension, I hawe every thing which can make me comfortable in regard
4o Clothes and Money and believe me I live with a body of Officers who are perfect
Gentlemen. I beg leave to conclude with my most sincere regard and well wishes to
all frienis and relatives.

While

I am Dear Mother
Tour aftectionate Son

William Dent




Villa Real, near Lamego, 1Tth Fehy. 1813.

My dear Mother,

My last letter to you was dated from Ildsbon, which I hope you have
received, end wherein I mentioned the probability of my socon Jjoining the Army,
and I nmow have the pleasure of informing you that we left Lisbonm on the 20th
January, went in Boate up the Tagus about seven Miles, and after twenty six
Daye of pleasant marching, we arrived at this place, about three Miles from lamegoi
the weather bhas béen very fine, and the Eoads good, a very fortunate circumstance
in our favour at this season of the Yesr. Lord Wellington has joined the Army,
tut there is no symptom of its being collected for some time yet, in consequence
of the number of slck. Since I left England, it has slways been my constant
hope that I would never more be a drawback onm the Affairs of my family, but
however, Necessity has no Law, and I am obliged to request you will lat me have
20E, the way I can receive it is as fellows, my Uncle Harrison must write to
Mr. Withorne in Lordon, to depoeit that Sum in the hande of Mr. James Window,
Agent for Army Hospitalse, No. 5 Craige Court, Charing Cross, who I knmow and can
draw on him for that Sum, you will very probably ask what I can want with Money
here; the reason is, that it is impossible for me to be either like the other
Officers of the Regt. or actuslly to do my duty umless I have two Animals, one
for Baggage the other to ride, which I am not able to buy at this time without
goms assistance; you will be kind enough to inform me as soon as possible, if
you can conveniently comply with my request, remember me to all my friemds, who
I hope are in as good heglth as myself; Believe me toc be

Dear Mother
Your affectionate Scn

Willm. Dent.

If you bhave not received my former letter,
direct for me with
1at Battn. 9th Regt.
Btk Diviedon
Lord Wellingtons Army

Portugal







wrote to you lagt from R eco and eince that time have had but one days
prevented me from wWr. b yeu earlieri The whole of the Army
iga oen the forencon e 7 the French rearguard der Oenl.
left it Jozeph Buonapari recaived the troops
wained 1 hours, and reti 1 in the evening with the whole
| i urgos, in the neighbourhood of
irmishing tock place, always %0 1T advantame. Ha ero d the
AL ; f3+h and en the 10  Pipusrsa. halted on the 12th. at Sotiesgurdo,
more on account of provimicna t anything ale for the troops have been on half
Bntions for seweral daysy; ©On the 13th The oo iismantled Burgom, to the great
joy of those expected to make up their last account in front of 1%, but am we
cn the left lumn, have not had the nleasure of seeing ity the whole Army
moved by the left and our Column creased the Ebro, on the aTternoon of “the 14th.
at Puente de San Martin, it weuld have been imposeible almeost to have c¢rossed, if
y had been before us, but h not been aware of our pagsing a
pod and had taker weition nea zarbo, I believe the whole Arm
geross the River 1 5 1 T med it 8 march on Medina, where it w
arain collecteds 1 k pla k511 the 18th when the enemy about i
i he village of Osma, the Ground was
his front, however he was driven from
ort time by i at B ie of the 5th. Divieion, and Horse
guffered pome leoss in killed and wounded, the enemy retired on
oad for Vittoria, we continued our march on the 19th. and ha
the 21st. the baggage Wi sred 40 remain in the Hear, and it was
Franch intended to meat us ¢ t*toria which ;"r-.’.l‘.".‘“i‘l correcty hoWow o1

it we i be nonaense my attempt A e any account of the battle, when jyou
will y every thing much clearer by p dippatches, Ter Officers of Regta. ;
know very little about an action excep at im going on in their own immediate
fronts he French had an immense Artillery which they played with great effecty

had & smell river in front, which was only fordable at some
I t of his line he k pos iion of a2 village and a bridge
posted about fifteen thousand Mem in rear of it, with Cannon on
was evident, that if he was pushed at thie point, he must lose
! divieion was d i to storm the town, and foolishl
close Column of Hepte. ins { of in line, the consegquente was T every
Shot told, and the divisicon I 1 great number of Mem, however they took
1lare most gallantly, and 8 afterwarde the bridge, and the ene
puresued gur Cavalry until dark, we have
of Gan al Millions of Dall: I,
of Joa tes and the Baggage of the fro
dont ks I went into Vittoria on ]
L could not have balieved
of fine french Uarriages,
in the Hoade, Ditches
en several privete Scldiers,
to a Guinea, their net he
am with the 1gt TMvision
the E d pressed
Army wnder Joseph retired on
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have ) wout 1500 Men and many waluable Officersy the enemy maintained himeell
in the Castle till the evening of the Tthy on that Morning sixty two pieces of
Cannon opened on it, and would soon have beat it to the y the Governor
therefore surrendered himself and Garrison prisoners of y Mfficers to retain
their Portmanteaune and Soldiere their Knapsacka, and to be embarked at Fageajes
ed, so after two Konths, fatigue and

England when Traneport can be provi
Kapters of St. Sebantlan.

l

a
&
&

T my Mother I hope phe is well and not uneasy on my account, for 1 never
my health hetter, give my beai respecis 1o those who enquire after me, and
particularly to your Sipter and Mra. Harrison, and
Belisve me to be
Your most sincere friend and Lousin

William Dent.




Camp before St. Jean de Lug

22nd October 1813

My dear Couain,

I don't know whether I ought to upbraid you for negligence, or
attribute it to mischance, my not having received any letter from you for such
a length of timej but that no neglect mey be laid to my charge, I write you
this, and hope that it may have a safer passage than any you may have wrote
lately,; marely for the sake of informing my friende that I am well, and also to
convey a little Military Newe to yourself. I wrote to you last from 5t.Ssbastian
which place we left on the 24th Sept. and marched to Oyuzun, where we remained
until the Tth Oot. it had baen reported a few days before that we were to make an
invapion into France and on that morning the divieions were under Arms at two
oClook, we cautiously moved towsrds the Bidason, a River which at this part
divides France from Spain, our division was to oross betweem Irun and Fuenterrsbiaj
along the course of the River are a number of Dykeas fto prevent inundation,; behind
which the troops were hid until low waterjy the enemy must have bean complétely
decoived for he had no foroe near the River, except his Pioguets, who immediately
on the English fording, fired thelr Muskets and other signals of alarm and fell
back on the Main boedy in the Hearj tha River in soma places was very deep, and
.‘:mbﬂ‘:‘ﬂ- of the Men lost thelr Pirelocks, and others narrowly escaped belng drowmed,
but howsver once across the enemy was driven from position to poaition as fast as
he could take them up, and only in one instance mede a standy our Regt. being
more in advance than any other of the divisions immediately charged, and they gave
way; we had ten officers wounded and mear Saventy Hank and File killed and wounded,
(without wanity our Regt. behaved well that day)t The snemy wers pursusl about
two leagues, when orders were raceived to fall back, and the position we are in at
precsent wes taken wp; the laft reating on the Sea, and ertepding along a range of
Hills across the Bayonne Hoad into the Pyrenses as far as the Eye can reachj the
heights have been crowned with Bedoubts, and our position is altogether very sirong;
it has been matter of surprise to many why we have remainsd so long inactive, the
enemy is making himself much atronger every day in our fronty they are working
incessantly and I am afraid it will cost ue a good number of men to force their
presant lines. The two armles are not more than two miles distant, the outposts
alose together,; but don't molest emoh othar. Tha inhabitents have all fled, and
I don't think I have asen a real frenckman in the Country. The Weather has been
vary bed, and a few daye will determine whether we advance or retira, for it will
i impossible to bear up sgainet Wet and Coldy perhaps if Famplona falls, which is
sxpacted in a few days, we may venture further into the Country; and look out for
Cantonments, the Country appears level and as it is reported that our Right will be
able to turn the epnemy's laft I hope our cavalry will do something decisive in the
plain. I don't kmow when n Mail leaves this and will consequently have this open
a fTew daya.
25th. A Mail goes off this evening, but I have nothing naw to add, we are atill in
tha sams state of inactivity. Remember ma to my Mother and all my friends.

I am Daar Couain
Tour sincers friemd

Willm. Dent

KB An English Mail was delivered yeaterday but it brought nothing for me.




from Bayonne.

Mothar,

know vou will think me idle in net writineg te you long ago, but
JF / d N g
arly corresponded with my Cousin Harrieon, and was confident that you
of me avd of al)l my procesdinge, so that it was on that account, I did
earlier; but not baving received any letters from my cousin for several
[ feal rather uneasy., and am &t length induced %o send you ithis scrawl.
- ) Lf.
sived a very instructive kind of a letter from 5.H. some time ago, unbraiding
v justly, for what I had said in my last letter to you, however what I said,
intentional ari I hope will be thought no more of. I can not make out
I ;
o why none of your letters have come to me,; as I cannot doubt you having
i o We are at present about seven Miles from Bayonne, tha whole Army is

oned im small villages, and Farm Houses in the Country, but whether we are to

in them for the Winter; I kmow notj I think it very improbable whils wae
etive an enemy in front of usy they still heve cne division on this aide

iyorme, and the other :;{I:\f some sharp gkirmiahing took _Clal.lll'_:{l with the Du"-}:ﬁﬂ-'-ﬁ AT

Genl. Wilson and Genl. Vanleleur, were wounded. I shall not say anything of
rteale on the Prenchk lines, on the 10th ipst. our Colusn was very little

-,:,;_. the enemys position wes turned; seversl miles to our right, and

ently know very little about it; the Dispatches are the best information.

i 4

abitents had fled in great mumbers em our ady ngs they had teen given

1, howaver that not being the cese, whole families are returning daily. The
ine wiih regard to the gruL,cl:g-’:w of inhabitants and their properiy is much
:-:"~-'t + Than ewar it 'n"-l"j in 3 n or Fortugal which very much displeases the

\
deratand by the French General, that thoee who mained behind would be
ol
pl

sry of those two Natd ] t. Joan de lyug i8 a very noat town and a tolerable
et in ity Head Hdhr:" are thera at pranont I wrote to you on tha 13th
rwerds tore tha latter, as ponitive orders were given that no Mail would be
{11 this day. When you receive thia I hope you will not omit writing to
interesting ciroumstances must have cocurred, of which I am ignorant.
ore of my hopeful Brothers is not able to say something, but I suppose
g0 mich employed in Farming, thet the whole of thelr Ideas are consolidated
pursult of that Art omly. T shall be happy to hear that sll my Friends are

2

to whom I beg to be kindly remembered, particularly to Mr. & Mrs. H. Jun.

am dear Mo




Hice and one thipd ]
ree or four topether,
idition to the aforeeaid
rtably every thing goee con. .
e fortune, are o ed to live on
for geveral Menths, in cone ence of their being invari
eir leaving DEnglanc an 18 A3 L z moment
s 1813 Miery kind of aring apt may be




we near Hopdeaux

June Znd 1814.

iy Dear Cousin,

I received your letier of the 15th ult, a few days age, and must confesn,

that the subiect of it, im serious,; and not to be dieregarded; however I have
weighed the matier well in my own Mind, and am very certain, that if I was aettlad
in private practice, even superior to what I could expect, that at the expiration

of one Week, I should wish to be in the eituation I am in at presenty I have a
horrible dislike to be running Tidgetting after a parcel of old Women., Eince I
wrote to you lagt (which is a long fime gince] I have spent a very pleasant life
in the neighbourhood of Bayonne, and after the ODates were opened had an opportunity
of seeing it, and elsc marching the' it; when we received the order to move to
thie place, which was on the 15th of May; the Country is very level and nearly

AR

fhe whole way to Bordeaux im a continued forest of Pines, from which the Katives

were hard at work extracting the Turpentine. On our arrival here, we were given
to understand than an expedition was going to America under Genl. Hill, and

when crders were received from England for Ten Regts vy to hold thempelve
readiness for immedinte embarkation, which we follown, let Brigad

Genl, Kempt, 9th 3Tth 5Tth B1st, The 2nd Brigade Geml. Robirson 3ird. 5th. amd 27%h,
the ird Brigade Genl, Ath, 44th, and 8%th. the second and third brigades
have already embarked, and we march tomorrow morning for embarkation slaoy wherew

we Are going, no one here hae the least idea, the most prevalent report is that
we rendez-vous at Cork, but you know more about it than we do,

Bordeaux is a charming town, and living very cheap, wWe are laying in
Stock Tor six weeks., VWhen at Biarritz I had a letier from my Mother, you
oblige me by telling her of my receiving, it, and of the obligation I feel
under from her kind offers, but that 1 am not in want of any aseistance at
1lzo that I have drawn the Money {rom Hr. Window scme time sincae,

b

I' we go cn any interesting expedition I shall r to you, but I think

manouvering is only to frighten the Yankees,

With best respectis to all friends,

Balieve me to he

Your sincera friend

When you write; wyou mention whether you have got a Son and Heirx
yat oF no.




Ky daar Mothor,

ba from my Cousln Harrdeon, to s

embarking at Hourdesux, whioh place we

on our voyere for Horth amariony sfter & plesne

povon waoks we arrived at (uches on tha Bth of Aumat, but
woare not permitted to lund in conaequeance of the wind being
falry to take us higher up the rivery we luaded on the 10th

of Aurts about thirty milea above O ) gosmongad our
Mprah for Nontroal, whears waé arrived on tha Flat iuct, The
wouther wus vory fine, and the acermadutions en the rond vory
roody, ond the booutiful espea-ines of the Jountry on hoth
giden of the River, lod uas to hops thet »a had not meds a

bad axchuansn batwoan urepe & Anarica. Yoritrasl ia A vary
larpa end ploasant Town, but everyithing exgendingly deary we
loft 4t on the lat Sept. for Wineatong and a vary uncomfortable
narch we had of 1it. It 17 mun=oasd +a remaln hore feor the
wintar, xhioh I hope will be the oann, on the Ceountry abore
¥inraton hus been much demtroved by the Amaricont, Tha whole
of the Army now rapret very much our over hoving laft Frinae,
the paople are vary Wnonsy and everywhere imnoniticon im
attenpted to bo practisacd on ua,. Tou muat hoeve hoard hafore
this of the Atieir on Lake Ghemplalng and the retront of the
Aty belrre a handfull of Amoerigena vhich caunad ahout five
hundred Eaclish soldiers to daserty everything ia cerried on
in a vary differant menner to vhat = had hean used to in
mropo, and evary one 1ls disocontented. o

Tha ¥laet ot thia plece im nearly fit for Sen, one of ;Lina aarrios
102 Guna, the othor four ere smollory they have teken in Stores
and Proviaglons fer tha Army on the Hlacara frontlery, and I
sunnosa =1ll attompt te eluda the amerleana,; and deliivar thair
Carpo bafore thoy risak en aoticon, as the sulaty of the Army
and tho Country sbove Kingoton doponda on tha succosn of the
firnt ocorhat. Gonl. Provoet 1a emmpectod hora avory houry

what hia ohjeet in aomine to Fineaten 1a, I Aon't known,

parhips he vlobken to make aa attunek on Sexkett's larbour,

if he doon I hops the micomas w111 be 24ffercnt to thet of

Plattoburgha
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I am afreid it will be a longtine bafore I hesr from ¥ou,
lattora are two or throe Months in goming from Englend,
but don't neplect writing on the reaelpt of this oo I

an anxious to know how everything poss on, at homs, for
I often think of Miockleton & B. Cantle thourh I &m four
or fivae thousand Milas of f T am in very good health, and

I huve been ever since I cazs 4o the Country, though in tha

Autumn, Apue ie very provalent heres, but the froaty waathar

han ecmmanoed which will acen dispel the onuae. Hemomber mae
to all frisnds, whe may enquire aftor
Your ever affsctionate Son

Villiom Dent.

You munt direct for me in
Upper Canada

orth anerion




¥y Dr. Hother,
I hava tha h of addressing you

merioay we arrived
hould have wrote 1o
mmediataely but we were unoer n an to0o oar landing,
and this Morning'e Hall hu: onght ne tha Crder to
goed direct to Ostands; =e shall sal i acon Ba the
find 18 favourables Ey 1 athar I hope thisplntellligenoe
will not add to the inguietude; which I know you have
gonntantly entertelned for me uas for my own purt; I should
gladly have gharod in the glorious Campeign of the Army
wa ara polng to relnforce but from the exlisting clroumstancen
I should think the affairs of the Continent will scon bae
aottlod. Ferhans you mipht have thought me nerlleont
while in Americe in not writing to you oftener, but the

¥

Poatape in that Country is exoceedingly slowy; end I had

nothing particular to mention except my (Health) which

has inveriably besn good, How that I am nearer home Fyou
ghall hear mera frequently from me. I am vary anxious
to hacr from you, but do not vrite till you heur from mo
agaln, when I sholl be sble to direct you how to addresso meyg
rith best wishos to all the family & Folatives
I am Dr. Lother
Your affactionnt

n Donts




Ghent 13th Augt. 1915

W

¥ Daar Mother,

We salled frem Portsmouth on tha 5th
sad arrived ot Ostend on the 6th. we ware im=n Hataly
landod, and after marching two or throe Miles, seuin
embirked in Hoats which brousht us to thin placa by
he Canal from Bruges, nothing osn excesd the kindness
with whiok we are troasted, nor oan I express the
plessure I feel in being remeved from that missrable
Country america, to one whare we ean onjoy every kind
of luxury. This Town 1s very large and containa s prant
many curloslties worthy of attention particularly the

palntings and Soculptures in the Gathodral, On FPridoay

noxt (the 18¢h) we commence our march for Parls, going

by the route of Wone, Cambray, & Ravay, but at the same
time there is a roport that tho troops lately arrived
from England are not to quit Relgium, which I hope

is not true, as overy one munt huva & wlah to ses the
Fronch Caplital,

I hope you will write to me, on the rnceipt of this, and
fgive me @ll the lews you can ecollest, I wigh vary much
to Enow how my Couain Harrison is getting ony, wa have
both been very romise in not corresponding with each other,
Renonber me affecticnately to my Father and Erothaern,
end any other, who may toke the trouble to enguire aftar
Your aver affsotlonate Son

Fms Dont;

s 10U puat Jdiract for me as bafore with tho Tuke of
Wallington's Army

'.":I"-l..'-":u..




8%t. Amand 4th Dec. 1816.

My dear Mother,

I have delayed writing to you till mows in consequence of my not
having made up my mind as to applying for leave to come to Englanmi, but asz the
aaason 18 so far advanced; I think it will be the most plen to i
till the beginning of April. The Regiment returned to : & an
24th of Ootober; ard all of us are exceedingly comfortable again, and I think it
probable we shall not be moved bafore naxt Summers encampment. I hope you have
bean more fortunate in your harvest than the miserable wretches in this Country
for I never saw such an unfavourable season as it has been; and the distress it
has made all around us is very melancholy. I am very much obliged to the peraon
you mentioned in your last letter, for the favourable representation he made to
you in my favour, I only hope he was right in his julgement. Tou must exouse
my writing so short an epistle, as nothing has occurred worth mentioning, and my
only object is to let you know I am in good Health, and expect to be with you in
a few Months.

er 1%

REemember me to all the family, and belisva me to be

Your aver affectionate Son,

Willm. Dent.




Feousir maar Purls, 1Tth Dec. 1815.

My Dear Hothor,
“hen 1 wrote to you last, the Aray
wag in ':rL"'l:!lp it brokes up on the laast l:‘l.:_"." at I'_Zc"n-'h.':r,,

and wen gantoned in the Villages arround Paris, our

Regimont ccoupied the Villags of Boulogne, about thres

Elies from Paxis; whers we wore very wplecsant cond
gopiortably guarterad. Everything has beoan very

quiet,; wnd nothing of censegquence tuken place excepd

the trial of Harahal Fey; whose sentence was carried
into exeoutlon on the Tth lnot, sagcrding to tho
treaty of Péace, all the British Troopz that were to
leave France, have moarched for Caluls and foulogne

and tha remalnlng thirty thoussnd have besea raformad
into three Divisions,; each Mviglon oonsdsting of throe
Brigadewy our Heglment remeins in Franoce and still in the
third Divislon, mo thet when you wvrite, you will direct to
me & wmaals This nlas formation of the Aray osugzed the
vhole of the cantonomenta to be changed, und wo laft
Boulogne on Konduy last; for this plaoce which ia shout
ten Vilea from Pardeag 1t 1s scid that we are not to
remaln here long, but to cccupy the fertified Torns on
the Tfrontler, mentionsd in the Trouty.

As you are the only person in Sngland, xkit with whonf I
have any corraspondence, I must 111 this letter, with
enquiriesa aftsr those who probably have forpgot mey with
razpact to my Cousin Harrison, your last lotter gave me
grest satlafaction, on hearing of hias ﬂEEEEEE‘sugnaus in
hls profesaion, as alaso the happeminhappiness I know

hoe mast enjoy in his domestic life, for I wis not aware
thut ha had bhebome a Father, $111 I received your lettery
you will give my kind respacte to him and all his family,

23 alao my Uncle end Aunt Harrlsony I hepn most sincerely
your predietions will not prove correct sbout Sally and

de not fall t: let me know how she is in your noxt.

If I rocolleet right you mentloned that ¥r. Kitt was on the
look out for a Wifo, this plece of nows, cortoinly mstonished
me amazingly, but 1t ls now nesr alx Years since I suw him
and must naturelly sapposs he has left off all idea of
sucking the Papy had 1t been John my surprize would have

bean =mch leas; for he was alweys fomed for an emourouns




dlasponiticn,. Hor do my two Thole's a i top of the
Hill make 1t out, I dare say m the s left
Miekleton, thelr moda of 1ifa doos not admit of mush
varisticn. hen you write let me ¥now 4if the Farm's ars
in & progroosive state of improvens nty wnd pertioularly

the ene at Lund 411,

I do mot recclleot any thing more I huve to aay or engulre

aftar, but that ny Flnuanops are tolerably poo 1y m¥ W.rdrobe
¥ory pas=zable and =y health nevar bettor, renember me o my
Father, and any one that may onguirs after.

Your evar affeoticnate Son

F1ll Dant.




Camp at Ene near Valenclennes

18th Avguet 1816.

My dear Mother,

When I wrote to you last, we wera &% Sts Amand, in the hope of remaining there
guietly for the Summer, but at this Army is liable to be called upon to act in the
fisld at anytime it is necessary that we should be a little wrnused to Camp,
coneequently we are all under Canves, we should have been so long ago, had not the
extraordinary wet weather prevented ity I find you have had in England also a very
wet seagony wWhen I found that we were actually geing into Camp, I applied for leavs
of abeence to England for three Months, thinking to aveid it, but the answer was
that no leeve of absence could be granted to a Medical Officer, %11l after the Camp
had broke up for Winter Quarters, which I suppose will be about the middle of
October, and as yet I have not made up my mind, whether I shall make a second
application then or noty if I do I shall ask for fonr Months. Tour last letter
aptonished me a little about Uncle T's marriage; some People as they hecome older
certainly do not become wiser. I perceive by the Newepapers that Cooks Bank at
Sunderland gtopt Payment, I hope you are as fortunate in this instance as in
the one yvou mentionad in a former latter. How are our friends at Barnard Castle
pagoing their time, I should like %o have a glance at them, without being seen, I
hope no misunderstanding has arisen amongat you, by you having desired me to dirsot
my letters to George Barkers. Do you know whether John Baoylem livea in the same
houne in the Strand as when I left London. I left & Trunk with him which I wish
to call for if I phould come to England (by the bye) some time ago I perceived his
friond Headlom"o in the Column of Bankrupts, this I am afraid was not from
unforeeen m srbur but from making a more splendid appearance in the World, than

hie resources conld afford.

Wher you write to me, pray let me know all the little Country News; some things

whizh you think little or nothing of at home perhaps may be vary entertaining to

me here, Hemember me to all our family, and any other that may enguire after
Tour sver affectionate Son

William Dent.

o Deorge

=

T
Capton F
3 Batin, R \rtillery 1 Diviaion
British




Your lettde of the 10th ult. I reacived
at thin place end it guve ma pgrest satisfootion to find
you were all well. e laft Ghent on the 18th of iumast,
and arrivod at the Army on the 5th of Sept. and were
immodietaly placed in the 3rd Mwvision, Tha wholes Army
is encemped in the VWoods of Noulogme ebout one File from
Paria so that we aro shle te walk in =nd out every days

You of coursns will expect tc hear & groat deal seid in

praolase of Paria, but 1t 1s not that vonderful plase forelmers

huva always been lod to boliove, nor 1n 41 te be aomperad
with London in any rospecot, oxoept in its fan Publioc Bulldings
which are wery meperb, and the publie have the edvantams of
golng into thom when evor they wishy whint Faris

wan ita collectione of palntings and statuss which

Bea® Foonaparte had







(1)

Londen Sunday 30tk Octo. 1808

I received your letter by Mr. James Bayles on Wednesday laet,
and am glad to hear you ere all well, he had & very indifferent
passage up to Towm. I am now very comfortably situated, and has
got extremely good ledgings with other two young Men, I took a
room when I left Mr. Bayles's at Te per week, but I only stopped
in it for one week, for two young Men had tzken two Hooms upstaira,
& when they came I agreed to go with tham, 50 we have two Hooms
batwixt three of us and we pay eighteen shillings a Week, we have a
gitting Boom & a bedroom with two Deds in it. The Person where
we lodge would take us all three to Board and Ledging for a Guinea
and a half a Week each, or five & twenty shillings per week and
fird our own Coals ard Candles, for everything is extremely dear
here, but we thought =s being three of us we could live cheaper by
only lodging in the house and find curselves of everything we
wanted; I am kept very busy, for there is no time to be lost
while here, the two young Men who I am along with are very
studicus snd we are writing out the lectures that we bear, +ill
Twelve or one oClock every might. We are likely to be brought
into a great deal of Trouble about the Militis, for they are taking
in a1l the Names and I am afrgid I shall be put to some expemse; it is
not the local Militia but the regular Militia, I think the best way for
me to do is to get inte a Club, as there is a great Humber of the Stulente
of the Hospital who subscribe sc much a picee to it, 1 shall be obliged to
go to Mr. Whithorne in a day or two to get £15 for if I subscribe to the
Club, I don't know us yet what I shall have to pay. I should not have
wanted it yet, but on account of this Militia btueiness I shall want
other E£15 about February; I think to myself sometimes that you will
think I am very extravegant but I am confident that I sm not, for I

have paid upwards of £70 for the Lectures I attendance at the Hoepital,




I have also got a new sult of clothes of Mr. Jobm Bayles & a pair
of Boots, which have coat ma El0 for Taylors & Shoemakers are very
dear, they charge £l.4s. for making a Coat, I have alse been cbliged
to get several books and a case of Focket Instruments which cost me
£5 all the NMoney that I brought from Mickleton is gooe except three

guineas. I wish you could send me three or four pair of those

white yarn stockings which I brought from Durham & a coloured neckeloth,

& two or thres of the Pocket Handkerchiefs, you can put them in the wooden
Box that I usel to send my dirty Close in., & if you can put a pot of

Honey, Salted Butter or a plece of Cheese to fill it up with it will be

very acceptable for everything is very Dear & I did not know Housekeeping
wag ti11 now, you c=n put a Letter in the inside & that will save & Ehilling
Carriage, put good directiona on and Nail it down & lock it, I can eopen

it with the key that belongs the Black Trunk & sent it then by the

Waggon or the heavy Coach direct for me at

Mr. Smalle
Ho. 4 5t. Thomas's Tents,
Borough 4

Lopdon.

I am Dear Mother Your affectionate Son

Wm. Dent.
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London February 17th 18209.

My dezr Mother,
I regeived your obliging letter gbout tem days sgo, and are

gled to hear you are gll well, as thank God I am at this present
time; I was very much shocked indeed to hear that young Mr. Bligh had
finishal his short career in thie world, I had not heard of it befors
I received your letter, I told Mr. John Bayles but he had heard
of 1t three weeks or g Month age, I supposs that his Parents will
bo wvery much disturbed about him. I have made all necessary enquirles
eoncarning Mr. Thornbury, and am sorry to say that you owm sccount is
but two time conocerning his Death, he has been dead sometime, andl I
am told that there will not e a halfpenny for any of his Creditora,
this indeed is but poor consolation for my Grandfather, for £200 is a
very large sum to be loat, especially 4t this tims when his own
Gramdaon is going with so much in regard to Fducetion; he hes left s
Widow but I do not know whether sny Children or not, I =aw him
a short while after I came to London, =nd at that time he loocked wvery
i1l and much emacigted,; and I thought he would not continue long.
Mr. Ashley Cooper tha Burgeon and Lecturer at S5t. Thomas Hospital, has
received a letter from Mr. Enight, the Inapector of Hospitala,

iring sll the Students that possibly can leave town, for to g
different districte to attend and drees the Sieck and wounded soldiers
that have arrived from Spein, for the wounded are o pumerous and

the Assistant Surgeons so scerce, that the poor men are actually

loat for want of Surgieal Add. Mr. Cooper hoped that every young

n that could go would, for he locked upon it both as humanity and as
a duty to de so at such an emergency, he sald that they would have that
praotice which it wes impossible they could see at present in London,
gnd as it would be only of a temporary nature, not exceeding a Month or

gix Weaks, ha trusted that it would not interrupt cur studies; the

young Man that lodged with us is gone to Flymouth, and the otoer would




have gone too but he is a dresser at Guy's Hospital which has
prevented him, there is near fifty gone from these two Hospitals;
however, I am going to Cholchester, I ard other seven set out

tom pardon for not asking your leave before

I went, but as it ia on such urgent business I hope you will be led to
excuse me, and that my cooduct will meet with the spprobation of
yourself and all my friends, I assure you that if thought I would not
have been benefited by it, I never would have attempted such a thing,
we have our expenses found both there and back and seven pounds &
ponth. I %told you in my last that I had got £20 of Mr. Withommej
when I came up to London, I wanted a Watch wvery mich, indesd found it

impoesible to do without ome Mr. John Bayles went with me to a friemd

of e and we zot an extremely good stop watch, it was to be £8.88 anmd

singe I have received the above £20 I hawve had to pay for it. I have
also had to get a pair of Pantalooms, a Hat, a Pair of Shoes, a Neck
and some Pocket Hanmdkerchiefs, end as I am going to Cholchester
and am seem very nesr, I was obliged to get another E20 of Mr. Withorme
today, I have been costing up my accounts and find that I have had £155
since I came to London, and that above E£1C0 of it has been paid for
Lectures, Close, Wateh, Boots, Books and passage in the Comch. I shall
write to you ae soon as I can after I getto Cholchester, and let you know all
particulars, remember me to all frienmds, while I am dear Mother,

Your affectionate Som,

William Dent.
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(1)

Colchester Barracks May 15th 1809

Dear Mother,

I have anxiously locked for a letter from yom, this aocme
time past, but I have been disappointed, as soon as you receive
this will thenk you tc write to me. I em very comfortable and
extremely well used where I am now and intend to stop all the
Susmer if I ean, for if I come home it will be ms =0 mmch time
logt, if on the contrary I stop here I am improving. The Fever is
nearly subsided now ot a nummber of the Men are affected with

Inflamation of the Lungs, indeed where there are such a number of

Men together (and there are several thousands in this Carrison)

digease of some kind is sure to be raging. I have a very good
Eoom to myself and got it meatly furnished for 5= per Week, the furniture
consists of a Bed, a Chest of Drawers, 4 looking Glasse, A Carpet, and
g Wash hand Stand, a very emall gquantity you will think for the
Money, tmt it is difficmlt to procure them as every officer has to
Tfind the sama. I have a Servant ont of the Ranks fo wait on me
for 28, per Week, I Meps with the Officers of the Hegt, Breakfast is
18, IMinner 2s.6d., Sopper 9d. I have had several thinge to buy
(Sheets for they are not allowed with the Bed) Towels, A pair of Boots
Pantaloons &c. I am very much im want of a Suit of Cloths, and Close
now are serious articles, for I ynderstand it will take more than
a Months Pay to buy o suity it was not my intention %o have craved
for anything of yvou while I was here but I am obliged 1o lay by
5 Guineas for it will take that Sum for a passage in the Coach when
I come home, and I am feared to lay out any of the Money I have by me
at present, for my Pay is not sufficient to keep me, and if I should
geem short I have no friend here that I could apply to, if you
will send me a Note in your next which you may de with great safety,
by tearing it in twe and sending each half in separate letters, btut dont
send both Letters on the same Day, this is the way twe of the young
Men have received Money from home and it ocame very safe, Remember me to
my friends while I am Dear Mother,

Your affectionate Scm,

William Dent.




Dear Mother,
I have the pleasure to inform you that I arrived at Harwich

on the 10th inet. from Flushing which place I laft the day befors,

I wighed to have wrote to you when I was at Tufoes in South Beauland,

but all the letters =ent to the Post Office there were opened by the
Adjt. General and that is the reason why you have not heard from me
before, I am still attached to the 4th Regt, though we have only
the Sick with us here, to the amoun® of three hundred & twenty.
have been remarkably healthy the whole ftime, which I am sorry fo
gay has not been the Case with a number of officers, meveral have died
and the Men were buried by dozens, such a Sickness I dare say was
never known %o prevall in the Army before; the landing at Harwich
wae truly an awfull sight, several of the Men died in the landing
and on the Beach, and the inhabitants would not let them lodgings to
the Sick Officers, but if they had a few of the hard lmocks the
FPeople of Flushing have goi, they wouldbe more humane %o their
Countrymen, I intend to stop here a few Weeks and =5 soon as the
ccamence in London, to go there, I hops you
will write to me and say how my Grandfather & all Friends are, while
I am Dear Hother,
Tour ever affectionate Son

William Dent.




London Jan 29th 1810

Daar Mother,

hhen 1 left Mickleton I promised to write as this day Week past, but
my not having got everything settled fto my wishes, I was induced
to defer it till now. You of course would hear what places we
got in the Coach, and cur journey was better tham could be expected,
although the cold was very severe, we got into London by 5 o'Clock
on Tuesday Morming, I accordingly posted off to Mr, Whithornes
with inthy, and myself to John Baylea's, who I am glad to say are
gll well and were happy %o see me; they were very sorry to hear of my
Aunt Higginson's unfortunate Case, and John B, could wish her to

4

come to Town as the place for relief, but I am afraid it is $oo
late for any good to be donae, I sheould be glad %o hear when you

write how she ias, My Uncle Harrisone Feople would ba rather
surprized when they heard that Anth. and I did not lodge together,

but Anthy's office being situated in Holbourn, which is at least three
miles from 5t, Thomasa's Hospital, it became necessary for our

oWn convenienceé that we should be nearsr our separate place of
Studies; Anth” has got very good and gentesl Lodgings in Fleet Strest
at a Guinea per Week; I have also got good ledgings near the

Hospital with another very pleasant young Man, we pay each

1/2 Guinea per Week, and find everything else curselves; Anth’

and I frequently meet together at Dinner, We have seen Thos. Gibson,
Jobhn Atkinson, Gep. Langeiaff & several more acguaintances, who
were glad to hear News from the North. I have drawn E20 of
Hr. Whithorne, which of course you would expect to hear of, and
*he manner in whioh it is spemt viz: A courze of Dissections LS5.5s,
r £3,38; A Dissecting Case of Instruments £2., A Hat E1.8s.
have also ordered a Suit of Clotha, and a pair of Boots
which I shall not be able to pay $ill next time I visit
shall be glad to hear from you and remember me to all
I am Dr, Mother,
Tour affectionate Sony,

Wm. lent.




London March

Daar Mother,

Having a little lesasure time on my hands juet now, 1 think it
my duty to address a few lines to you. My Uncle Harrison I dare say
will have heard from Mr. Whithorne that I have got £20 more of him,
indeed you never hear from me but when I have been (needing/accounting for)
Money I have paid eight guiness for a Suit of Clothes, and have been
three gnineas more out for Booke and a Dissecting Gown I have also got
two pairs of Boots & two pairs of Shoes, and have also a great Coat
making, these I shall be able to clear off the next time I visit
Mr. Whithorney it is not the living in London itself that is aso
expansive, but it is Cloths, & other necessaries of that description,
for I am live well & comfortable, Lodgings, Victuals, Coals, Candles,
Washing and everything inclwded for two Guinessper Week, You may
expect the Box with the old Clothes shortly, I shall send them off
next Week by the Waggon, there are & couple of Hats, three waistoocats,
Breeches & Fantaloone & other articles. I have no Wews to inform yom

of for London is very still just now. I am glad to hear my Aunt

. % i n . : 5
Higginson ie better. Anth™" Harrison is very well & we often see

each other at Iinner, he desires as well as myself to be remembered
to my Orandfather and Orandmother.

I am Dear Mother,

Your ever affectionate Son
William Dent.
P8.s I shall not forget to send my father his Hate, &£ I think I

can't do better than send him a Steel Pipe.




London April 12th 1810

Dear Mother,

I dare say you will be anxiemsly locking out for a letter
from me, partienlarly as I had not sent ihe Box, and the disturbances
we have had in London, might create some uneasiness in your mind,
howsver I am glad to say all is tranguil now, though for four days
it was & very alaming aspect; the number of Horse and Infantry
Soldiers, constantly parading the Street, had the appearance of London
being a captured City some few lives have been lost, and some
wounded have been brought to St. Thomas's Hoapital. By mome
unacoountable delay I have not been able 1o send the Box $ill
this Day, however I hope it will arrive safe; and the Glasa, Pipe
and Boot Jack, will meet my Fathers satisfaction,. I should like
to have gent Kiti a gun, tmt I could not spare the money at this
time. I got twenty Pounds of Mr. Whithorne on Saturday last, and
paid for my Boots and Great Coat, and am now olear of everythingj
I got a pair of Pantaloons and a Waistcoat last Week and I have

left but £9 out of the £60 I have had since I come to Town. I eallad

on Anth™® Harrison at his office yesterday but he was not in the

he is very welly I wish you would write to me soon, and let me
know how you all are and what you are doingy for I have not had a
Post Letter gince I come to Town,
I am dear Mother,
Tour affectionate Son,

William Dent.




London April 22nd 1810

Daar Mother,
When I wrote to you last, I was under the hope of not iroubling
you again for some time, tut finding that the Lectures in the course of

3ix Weeks, will be bronght to near a finish, and thinking myself

equal to the task of being exemined before the Royal College of

Surgeons, I have been induced to write these few linea to you; you
will probably recollect my mentioning this circumstance to you when
I was last at Mickletony; but at the same time I wish you not o
mention it to anyone except my own friends, for if I should be
rejected, it will be a disgrace upon me, and a strong sympion
of my negligence & inattention; but on the other hand if 1 should
pass my examination it will be the best mark of Industry. ITou mmat
be aware that this will be attended with a good deal of expence, if
I pass I shell have E22 to pay for my DHploma for what you cell taking
out my Degrees and other expences attending it, likewiss if I
stop six weeks longer in London I shall want at lesst E15 more to
live npon, so that I shall want altogether £40. I am afraid scmecne
will grumble at all this expence but I cannot help it, for it is
actually necessary; I wish my CGrandfather would allow E100 of what
he intends me tc go on this account, for I know very well you
cannot afford it; my examination will itake place on Friday Week,
before which time I request you to write fto me, as I shall not receive
the Money before I have your consent;y Lousin Harrisom jolne me in
reapecte to you, Ord father &0rd Mother amd all friends, while
I remain

Dear Mother,

Your ever affectionate Son,

3

Willigm Dent,




London May Tth 1810

My Dr. NMother,
I have the pleasure to inform you of my good fortume in passing
my Examination on Fridey Night last, it has relieved me of & gpood

deal of Anxiety I assure youi and you may now comgratulate yourself
! - ) 5 af

on having & Son & Member of the Hoyal Collegres of Surgeons, which

ig more than most of the Medical Practiticners in the Nerth can boast

of - I know very well you are anxioug to hear of my setiling somewhere,
and I wish I comld gratify you in this respect, but it does mo%

accord with my Idese at all at present; supposing I should comé home
what is there for me to do, even if I should begin practice on my

own account it would be several yeare before I could expect any

egtablished btusinese; another thing my appearance is s0 much against

me, for I am too young, I have got the E40 of Mr, Whithorne, My

Diploma cost £22 Te. £d, the remainder will be sufficient for my

subsistance while in Touwn.
am Ir. Hother,

Your affectionate Son,

William Demt.

Give my warmest Hespect to Gr.father & all friends.




Lendon May 21et 1810

ar Mother,
My Cougin Bayles informed me the other day of the Death of Aunt
Higginsen it was what I had been led to expect from the nsture of the

digease; I suppose my Uncle Robi, will be very disconsclate, being

now left alone, I alec heard of the departure of Miass Monkhouse,

it is sorrowfull News, but we muet all fall sconer or later in the
game mannar. On Friday last I paseed my Medical Examination
at the Medicel Board Office, amd have again entered the Army, and
I leave Town for Fortamouth this Week, this will be nothing new to
you, for by my last letter you would perceive I intended going
into the Army again. I was obliged to get £10 of Mr. Whithorne
to day, for I am in want of Clothes and I could not go o a etrange
place with nothing in my Pocket, I hope you have received the Box
I sent, Remember me to all Friends,

1 am Dear Mother,

Your affectionate Song,

William Dent.

I shall write to you from Portsmouth.




(15)

Hileea Barracks near Portsmouth June 24th 1810

Kr Dear Mother,

I intended to have wrote to you soon after I come here,
but by delaying & short time longer, I thought would put me in
possession of semething more to eay; but unfortunately that is
not the Case for I have little news to communicate. I have besan
here near a Month, there are very few sick, nct more than Eighty
in Hospital, and nearly ten Medical Men to attend them which
makes the Doty very easy and ecmfortable, much more so than
when at Colchester Barracks. I hope you don't fret at my emtering the
Army. I am perfecily happy; and I see neo reascon why you should
not be so, for I think the Army an excellent Schoecl for a young
Man, who has a desire to excell either in his Profession or to become
acquainted with the manners of the World. I am recommended %o
the Medical Board for an Assistant Surgency by Ir, McGregor, but
whether it will succead or no I cannot say, if it does I shall take
care to let you kmow. I suppome by thie time you have begun with
Haymaking, and if you have no better Crope than we have here, I am
certain that none of you will be killed either with Baking or Forking
The weather hes been remarkably het, and searce half an hours Rain
for thie Month past. ‘The Durham Militis are come hers from
Porismouth, they expect to march shortly for their own County. I
have seen John Sfapler once or twice, but I believe he is now gone
into the Country to work. I think I heve scrawled over what little
News I know, and I must try to conclude with my best Baspects to
my Gr.father & OrdMother and all our own Family, in the mean time
believe me to be

Dear Mother,
Your ever affectionate Son,

William Dent.

We heve had a very particular operation to Day. Taking the

Arm off at the Shoulder Joint.




Portamouth Ju 1a 1 1y Mo roing

time to inform you that 1 am ordered to Gibraltar with the

the Signal is now flying for all hands to ba on Board, otherwise
ould given you more information on the Subject.

I beg to remain with Love to all friends,
I am Dr, Father,
Your ever affectionate Son,

William Dent.




Gibraltar Septembar 17th 1810

My Dear Mother,

A Ppoket being about to sail for England, I have the pleasure of addressing
for the firat time since my arrival at thia place, which was about five weeke ago,
after a long but & tolerably pleasant passage, I wrote to my Cousin Harrison
and deaired him te inform you of my arrivaly; The Fackets not being very regular
I had not a posaibility of writing till now, tut you may assure yourself that I
will not be negligent in this point; you shall hear from me every Month or two,
Oibraltar is a sirange place, and strikea tho Speciator at firet sight with a
degree of astonighment not easily to be conceivedy it was very hot here at first
coming, but is now like the Summer in England. I have had my Health extremely
wall, and the Headache has troubled me but once, which I was afraid in a warmer
Climate would occour oftenary I am in want of nothing, 1 am supplied with the
Clothes, and Money I have plenty, my Fay is Nine Shillinge per Day and my expenses
not more than five, I hope this will make you and all my friends as sasy in your
Winde as I am, for I assure you I want nothing; Fruit in partioular is cheap here,
Grapes, Peaches and Figs at 24 per pound. I paw my Name in the Gazette of the
4th August as Assistant Surgeon to the 9th Rgt which is stationed here, but 1 have
had no notification of it yet from the Medical Board, very probably I shall by the
next packet. Hews is very barren here although the theatre of War is not very
far from us, and we are chliged to the English Newspapers for every information;
About a Week ago o Regiment of French Deserters weras landed here from Cartheangena,

they are upwards of a 1,000 strong, all fine young Men, and have as fine appear=
ance as any HRgt in the British Service, I hope you will write to me soon,; I muat
try to conclude with my Gratitude to my Father Ord Parents and Brothers while

1 am Dear Mother
Tour every affectionate Son

Killiam Dent,




Gibraltar November 2Tth 1810

My Dear Father,

A Comvoy being abomt to sail for England I awvail myeelf of the Cpportunity in
writing to you, which I should have done before if the Fackets from this place had
been more regular; I expected o have heard from Mickleton or from my Cousin
Harrison by the last Mail but waiz disappointed; I have not had a letter from
England since I left it myself {nmcj}t' one from the Medical Board) which makes me
feel anxious to hear from you. I am now appointed Assistant Sorgeon in the Oth
Rgt Foot, a very fine and deserving Corps, the Appointment took place om the
2nd August lant, You probably have seen accounts in the Newspapers which might
alarm you, concerning the Plagun having made its appearance in this garrison;
howover you may be easy on that Subject, for I believe Oibraltar was never more
healthy than it is at this time; there certainly was a Fever of a Contageous
NHaturas broke out in some parts of the Town, and likewise in the Tth Veteran
Battalion, tmt proper measures were immediately taken, and the Feople who were
attecked with the Diseape, were encamped on the Neuiral Oround, on the Spanish
side of the Gorrison however since then we have had nmo communication with Spain

and all vesaels arriving from the Spanish or Portugese Coasts, are put under sirict
Quarsontinae, T wrete to my Brother ahemt two Monthe age and likewise to Aunt
Harrizon, but having received mo answery, I am afraid they have sither been lost

or detained. I am porry to say oince that I have been employed om a very
unfortunate Expedition, one in which I don't beliove that British Soldiers behaved
with pe much determined Cowardice, The Army (if I may call 4% as such) consisted
of 300 Hen of the B9th Rzt with 60 Ard4illery Men and 4 Pieces of Cannon, about

500 Germans, deserters from thi French Army and a Spanich Rgt we tock in at Ceuta,
making in all upwards of 1,500 Men, and coomanded by Lord Blaney, with this foroe
we wore to attack Sebastian and take Halagay we landed ¢n the Morning of the

14th Ooctobor 20 Hiles frem Haliaga, and about 10 Miles from a Castle which was in
pozzession of the Fremch, and ‘It wns thought mecossary to be token befors we
advanced any furthery with this intent a Flag of Truce wan sent which the
Coamandant of the Castle answored by firine on it. The foree we had (except the
Spanish H::;im:nt,] was immedintely brought within lHusket Shot, and cosmenced firing,
which wan kept up 11l after dark, when the firing ceaned; we had 3 or 4 Men killed
and pono wounded; Hojor CGrant was shot in the Heck and died afterwardss doring

the Hight the Cannon had been landed cnd by daylight were ready to play on the Casmtle,
but with 1little effect; about 12 o'clock, Lord Bleney, peroesiving he could make
little or no impression on tho Flace, wns goinr to tzke up snother position, when

a Colron of Fronch Infantry Cmvalry made thedr appaarance, which being joined by the
People in the Cestle, immediately attacked us, drove the Artillery from their Ouns
and tock them, the vhole retrxeating in Confusion for & o Mile, when the 8%th rallied
drove the Fremch back and refiock the Gunsy the French being dressed exactly like
the Srondards, eried out (Hippaniola) sienifyinz thay wers Spaniards, which induced
Lord Blaney to go up to epeal: o them, when thoy instantly laid hold of him fired

a volley among the English aind put the vhole Army to the runy then cosmenced such
a secene of Confusien as I never witnessed, some endeavouring to get into the Boats,
othere even attempiing to swim to the Ships, and if the Rodney Man of War had not
brovzhit her broad side to hear on the Beach, and cccmenced a heavy fire of Grape,
moat part of us would inevitably have beon takens He have no late arrivals from
Lisbon but I believe both Arnies continue in the same position, I think there is
little doubt but Lord Wellimrton will ultimately be driven out of tha Country.

I hove nothing further to ccinmunicate but that I am in very good health and parhaps
more comfortable than I should have boon as Acpigtant to any Surgeon near homej

I ghall be very happy to henr from youm, but in the meantime remember me to my Mother
Crandparents and Brothers who although I am far from homa receive tho best wishes of

Your ever affecticnate Son
William Dent




Gibraltar March 1Tth 1811.

My Dear Father,

By the last Packet I received your Letter of the 4th Jany. snd am
excessively happy to hear that all friends at home are doing well, it has
relieved me from a good deal of uneasiness, for I hed some Idea that you never
intended to write to me sgain. I am happy to hear my Cousin Harrison is
axpected to commence his Profession at Barnard Castle shoritly, I thought he
would not have neglected writing to me till nowsy if he is returned into the
Cowntry remesber me to him, tell him, he has my best wishes, and I hope his
success will exceed all your expectations, for I entertain a very high opinicn
of his Abilities. I am very much delighted with the Idea of your improving
the Iundhill, but I believe it will tend to your own interest as wall as minej
tell my Grandfather Dent, that I think it would make a more compact thing of 1%,
if he were to dash a few more acres to it, then who knows btut I may spend my
Cottage Days there, though it is in a bleak situation. I can perceive by my
Mother's letter, that she is still in the same fretting way, tell her that her
notions about being bound for life are all frivelous; I have a regular Cosmmisalon
(which by the by cost me 5L) from his Majesty, which I am at liberty to resigm
when I think it convenient; I live very comfortable, and with respect to Close
and Money, I am much better off than when I left England . Bafore thies reaches
you, you will have heard of the Action which took place between Cadiz and Chiclana)
it was as honourable to the English as it was disgraceful to the Spaniards who

behaved shamefully; they were noi even brought into agtiom, but resained in a
Wood t111 the business was over; Two Companies of the 9th were there, they had
four Officers wounded and nearly half of the Men. A Body of French from the
direction of Malaga, made their appearance in front of this Garrison the other
Day, but after exacting contributions and burning a few houses they retired.
You must excuse this bad writing for I am a good deal hurried, I beg leave to
remain with respecta to all frienda

Ir Father

Tour aver affectionate Son

Willm. Dent.




-

August 2lst 1811.

. Gibraltar

My Dear Father,

I have been expecting to have beard from you for some time past, bui
have been vexatiously disappointed, very likely you have wrote to me, but
Lettere frequently miscarry; however a Mail for England clooes to MorTow
morning, which irduces me to give some little account of myself, singe I last hod
the pleasure of writing to you. I belleve I wrote to you on the 17th March last,
glving you scme trifling account of the Action at Banosa, next day, thred
Assistant Surgeons and myself belonging to this Garriscon, received orders to
embark in the Papillon Sloop of War, and proceed to Cadiz, to attemd wound ed
French Prisonera, on our arrival there, we found these unfortunate Creatures, in
a most wretched corditiony I think without exception the uzliest Wounde I ever
saw, numbers of them having frectured Limbs from Grape Shot, and not belng dressed
for threes days after the action {(on account of our own wounded being so numerous)
they really had a frightful appearance, and to crown all, they were laying on the
floor, it being impossible to procura Hospital Bedstends in sufficlant numbars .
The Duty was very severe for about a Month, but having an apportunity of secing
such practice and performing opsrations, was an equivalent to all hardshipa of
this kird. I remained in Cadiz till the 15th June, when I received an order to
hold myself in readimess to return te Gibraltar amd join my Regiment, which I was
very sorry for, as Cadiz of all the Places I ever was in, 1s the mo2t charming.
About this time a small expedifion waa fitted out for the relief of Tarragona
which offered me an opportunity of returning to my Regiment where I hoped to have a
little rest (but variety is the Life of the _a.pr;,,;:} and I had net beaen an hour in
Gibraltar, when our Regiment received an order to embark next day and accompany the
oxpeditiony we accordingly embarked and sailed for Tarragona om the Zlat June,
after a fine passage of six days we arrived at our destination, btut to our
Mortification found the French had carried every out work, and made their approaches
within Pistol Shot of the Town. Comrunications having taken place between the
Buglish anl Spanish Commanders the latter daclined any esssistance, saying it was
imposaible to keep the place thres daya, 1f the French opened their Breaching
Batteries, which they did that Evening, and played inoeasantly the whole Night ard
next dayy about five o'clock in the Evening, one of the English Men of War
Telegraphed that the French lines were manned, arnd presently after that they wara
slvancing to the Breach; The Spaniards now oo monced firing from tha Walls and
Tops of the houses, but the French having mounted the Bromch, drove them out of the
opposite end of the Town in less than half an hour, when to the number of severnl
thopaands, they made thelr woy dowm to the beach with the hope of belng taken of f
by the Boats, but none being thers, they went aleng the Shore,; perhaps thinking to
get through some part of the Enemy's line, and escape imto the Country, but the
French who foresee everything sent down their Rifleman ard openad two Field Flecea
on them which completely brought them %o a halt, their Cavalry them charged and
heswed down the Spaniards on all sides, taking the whole Prisonars, i1 was now so
dark we could obeerve nothing from the Ships, but the French set fire to the Town
which burnt for several Days after. Tha Town baing taken we had no further
businesas, but for three or four Daye alter we sailad up
demonatrations of landing, mainly with the intent of harrassin
made the beat of our way to Port Mahon in Minorca, to Water and Provision, we
remained there s Week aftsr seeing the Antiquities of the Island we sailed, and
arrived in Gibraltar the 26th of July. We have 1littls or no News; but accounts
have reached us that a ﬂu::?,f!,;-'im:s Diseasa is :_'agi?-r'-: at Carthagend., in conssquance
of which all commmieation with Spain will e out off to Morrow snd avery Ship
feom the Msditerranean put under Quarantine. Will thank you rite to ma on the
Receipt of this. I beg leave to be remd phered with particular affection to my
Hother, Brothera and all friends, while

1 am Do Fathar
Your ever dutiful Son
William Dent

thefe or was sent to Portemouth wt I laft Englard

there.

Will thanl you to enquire of Any. Harrisen if the Box I left in London is
- i
r

if in London let it




Gibraltar

My Dear Harrison,

[ hed long ago given up 21l Idea of evar hesring from you, but by

some good fortuna or other I yesterday went into the Military Secretary's
ffica, and founl a Letter from you, dated even as late as Qctober, 18103

though it is so old, you cannot imagine the satisfaction I felt, at seeing the
hand writing of my old Companion and Relative it infused me with new Spirits,
and I could have wept for joy. I had & letter from my father in Feby. last,
gaying you had wrote several timea to me, but none have come to hand, the one
mentioned above excepted; it is useless writing home for I have nothing to
communicate which can ba interasting to them, further than, that I am parfectly
woell, and desire to be remembered to all, which you will have the goodnees to
exXpress. I never knew this place so excessively dull as it is at present, not a
syllable of Newa. The Troops which formed the Garrison of Tarifa from Gibraltar,
hava all been witbdrawn, and replaced by Detachmente from Cadiz wdler Coln. Goughy
this arrangement has taken place in consequence of the impropriety of Genl. Campbells
ordering Coln. Skerrett to defend the Town to the last, for the Town ie only
surrourded by spmething like a Park Wally I have resson to be sorry for it, as for
the last two Months I have been Acting Surgeon there and received extra pay.
Ballesteros is in Cantonements about three Lesgues from this, his Cavelry had a
trifling affair with Soults tha other Day, he took five priscners end sent them
into Algesiras with the Epulets of the Commanding Officer. I think the Affairs of
Spain wear a more favourable Aspect than they did three Tears ago, and if the
Spands., persevere; there is not the least doubt but they will ultimately succeed
in expelling the French beyond the Pyrenees. The middle and lower Class of
Spaniards are worthy of everything that is great, and if their Armies were well
Officered, they would make the French repent aver having entered the Country.

Dosertiona from the French Armies continues wvery great, I have seen them come into
Tarifa by six anl saven's, in general they are very fine Men, well dreesed, and
their appointments peculiarly good; I am sure I don't exaggerate, when 1 say there
has been brought to this Rock within the last two Years, not less than seven
thousand Deserters. We are in great expectation of having Lord Wellington dowm
towards Seville and Cadiz, it would be the Salvation of Spain 1f he could raise

the szisge of the latter place.

I regularly ezamine the Marriages in the Newepapers and am sstonished
I don't perceive your Name, but I should hepe, ere, this, you are made a Happy Man
for Lifa. It gives me great pleasure to hear you are continuing your Frofession
urder such favourable eircumstances, you have every prospect of becoming Independent
in the course of & few Tears, - as for your humble Servant a short Life and a
pleasant ona.

Do of all things, write to me, and lat ma know & little Norih Country
Hews — you a1l seem to be little short of Republicana.
Believe me to be Dear Harrison
Your ever sincere friend & Cousin

William Dent




September 8th 1812

H -
I ghould have answered your letter of the 15th June long before this
if I had not been impreseed with the Jdes of the Regiment leaving this place
for Portugal, and we have been under orders for Field Servies nearly three
Months, apd =till are so, but the report now is, that we camnot go wmtil
rolisved by some weak Battalion from Lisbon, however when we do emberk, I shall
let you know, but I am afraid we shall Winter in Gibr. I wes extremely sorry to
hear of the destruction of the Mill, it certainly is a severe loss, but I hope
it was insured to nearly ite value. With respect to the long detail of Deaths
it is truly Melancholy, it is sufficient to depress the Spirits of any Man who
in not possessed of an unusual strong set of Nervese, if I should return home I
imagine there ie not a Schoolfellow left to recognize me. I have not wrote to
my Mother for some time, the fact is, when I attempt it, 1 never can make cut
more than three or four lines,and Gibraltar News must be very insipid to her, you
will be kind encugh to inform her that I am parfectly well and not in want of
anything (which by the by) is no small conmolation, since I have mede no demanda
for two Years apd a half past. This Diaboliocsl Rock is onoe more shut out from
all intercourse with the World, in consequence of some wague reports of fever,
and all arrivals are put under gquarantine. Tou have leng ago heard of the
defeat of Mermont the effects of which are now operating on every cormer of Spain,
Spult has broke up from before Cadiz, drawn in his Detackments from Malags, Ponda,
aml the Country around here, he is concentrating the whole of hie force, which it
is imagined will be near forty thousand Mem, has proclaimed to the Spaniards
that he is marching to chastize the Englieh General, and will then return and
protect them from all insult; I hope he will share the fate of his Brother
Marshal, however that a Battle will take place in a very few dayes is imevitable.
Genl. Cruz and Col Skerrett entered Seville the other Day, and toock two or three
hundred Prisonere, as to Ballesteros we don't hear & word about himg The
Expedition from Minorca I believe still remaina at Allcant without attempting any
thing, it is nothing nesr eo strong as was at first represented, Genl. Whittingham
who has the crganization of our Army at Majoreca informed the Britisk Covernment
that he had 8000 effective Men, tut when Genl. Maitland received them he could
Do  Jittle more t]'.lﬂ.r:l 3':":":'- TJ:IE BEREEEE R E TR EE R R R th'@‘rﬂ i'.i a Erﬂﬂt dﬂal

navery carried ........ amongat these kind of peopla.

I cannot conclude without wishing you every happiness which the

Married State will sdmit of, and at the same timé beg you will preassnt my best
reapecte to your Lady.

I am Dear Cousin
Your sincere frierd

William Dent.




Gibraltar Novr 2Tth 1812

My Daar Mother,

I have sit down three or four different times within the last Month,
with a determimnation of writing to you, and as many times somathing or other has
disappointed me, however a Packet leavas this for Englandi te Morrow and I cannot
let slip the opportunity of sending you this scrawl and informing you thet I am
both in good Hemlth and Circumetances. I have not bhad a Letter from home for a
considerable time, which convinces ma there ie great irregularity in the Poat Office,
for soms of you muat have wrote within the las: six Montha. My last letter from
Any. Harrison is of 15th June, but everything in it, wore such a dismal countenance,
(his own Marriage excepted) that it was nothing more than a series of Deaths and
Misfortunes; 1 should be glad to Mmow how he goses on though I intend writing to
him by the first Mail after this. My resszon for deleying writing so long, was,
that the Regiment being under orders for Portugsl, I thought it would be the wisest
plan to semd you a line or two when we were actually embarked, but however that order
being now done away; I cannot form any excuse for my negligencej +two hundred Men are
drafted from this Battalien to the first, apd letters from Col. Molle, who is on lsave
of abeence in BEngland mention the probability of another detachment being shortly
sent, when the remaining part of this Battalion will be ordersd to England to recruit,
this I dare say you will happy to see prove true, but for my owm part I can live much
batter in Gibraltar than in Englamd. Lattere from the Army received a few Days ago
mention our first Battalion %o have losi eix or seven OFfficers and upwarda of an
hundred Mep killed and wounded, composing part of the Rear Quard in the retreat from
Burgon, this gives strength to the report of our sending more Men to them. Hews
from this place you neel not expect, for we are as mush separated from all the World,
as if wo were encamped on Mickleton West Pasture; the only thing of a political
Haturs worth mentioning is of Genl. Ballestercs who has refused to serve under
Lord Wellington,; he is conssquently deprived of the command of his Army and sent to
Coauta a placs considersd as a receptacle only for the worst of Criminale, he wrote
gaveral lattsrs to the Regency at C=diz, couched in very mutinous language: I am
Pivd the Walcheren Prize Money is likely to be paid, my share will bs about

is mo trifle these hard times. I hope the Plot of Ground at Lund Hill
11y improvings; I sasure you I often think of it, ard if I live as long,
o spend my Cottage Days there; Brother Kitt it 1a expected, pays every
attention to it, but from his great partislity for Rabbits and Ducks, I have my doubts
af the fact. 1 am axcessively sorry to hear of the death of my Crandmother, and I am
afraid my Crandfather has felt the loss severaly, remember mé moet kindly to him, for
I owm every thing to his goodness. With respesct to myself, Dear Mother, you must not
be under any apprehension, I have every thing which can make ma comfortable inm regard
to Clothes and Money and believe mo T live with a body of Officers who are parfect
Gantleman. I bag leave to conclude with my most sincere regard and well wishes to

ralatives.

am Dear» Mother




Villa Real, near Lamego, 17th Fehy. 1813.

Ky dear Mother,

My last letter to you was dated from Iiebon, which I hope you have
raceived, and wherein I mentioned the probability of my soon joiming the Army,
and I now have the pleasure of informing you that we laft Lisbon on the 20th
Jenpary, went in Beats up the Tagus sbout saven Miles, and after twenty six
Deye of plessant marching, we arrived at this place, about three Miles from Lamegoj
the weather has been very fine, and the Hoads good, & very fortunate circumstance
in our favour at thiz sesson of the Year. Lord Wellington hae joined the Army,
but there ie no symptom of its being collected for some time yet, in conseguence
of the number of sick. Since I left England, it has always been my constant
hope that I would never more be a drawback on the Affairs of my family, but
however, Necessity has no Law, and I am obliged to request you will let me have
20E, the way I cen receive it is as follows, my Unecle Herrison muet write to
Mr. Withorne in London, to deposit that Sum in the hande of Mr. James Window,
Agant Tor Army Hospltals, No. 5 Craige Court, Charing Creoas, who I know and can
draw on him for that Sum, you will very probably eek what I cen went with Money
here; the reasson ie, that it is impossible for me to be elther like the other
Officers of the Regt. or actually to do my duty unless I have two Animals, one
for Baggege the other to ride, which I am not able to btuy at this time without
gome assistance; you will be kind enough to inform me as soon as poseible, if
you can convepiently comply with my request; remember me to all my friends, who
I hope are in as good health as mysalf, Believe me to be

Dear Mother
Your affectionate Son

Willm. Dent.

If you have not received my former letter,
direct for me with
18t Battn. 9th Regt.
5th Division
Lord Wellingtons Army

Portugal
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(26a)

cannot escapé, whether thi g true I eannet say, but several divielions
are in that directicn after hims 18t July. Marched %o Mondragon, on the road
for Bayonne, the French heve left a garrison of 1500 Men in Sen Sebastian, which

should think would be ezsily taken. =2nd July., We halt this day at Mondragen,
we have hesn marched $ill we scarce have a leg %o gtand ong there is not &
word of News stirring in the Camp this Morning, we march in the Morning for Villa
Real de Alava. I have not had a letter fram you or from any of my friends for a
long time, nor have we any late News at all from England, I am afraid Matters are
not po prosperons in the Nerth of Burope, as they were some Months back.

You must remember me kindly to all my friends, particularly to my Mother, I know
ghe will construe everything about into the worat light, but I am perfectly
content with my situation. I shall write to you by every opportunity

Believe ma to be
Your sincere friend and Cousin
Wm. Dent.
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have lost about 1500 Men and many valuable Officersy the enemy maintained himself
in the Cagtle till the eveninz of the Tthy on that Horning sixty two pieces of
Cannon opened on it, and would scon have beat it to the grounds the Governor
therefore surrendered himself and Garrison prisoners of War, Officerr to retain
their Portmanteaue and Soldiers their Knapescks, and to be embarked at Fassajes
for Enzland when Traneport can be provided, eo after two Monthe, fatigue and

hardships we are now quite Mapters of 5t. Sebastian.

Tell my Mother I hope she is well and nol uneacy on my account, for I nower
had my health hetter, give my beat respeata to those who enquire after me, and
particularly io your Sister and Mre. Harrisem, and

Belieave me to be
Tour most sincere friend and Cousin

Hilliam Dents




Camp befors St. Jean de Lugz

22nd COotober 1813

My dear Cousing
I 't know whethar I ought to uph‘raid you for negligence, or
attribute it to mischanca, my not having received any letter from you for such
a langth of timej "but that no neglect may be laid to my charge, 1 write you
this, and hope that it may have a safer passage than any you may have wrote
lately, meraly for the sake of informing my friemda that I am well, apd also to
convey & little Military News to yourself. I wrote to you last from St.Sebastian
which place we left on the 24%th Sept. and marched to Oyuzumn, whers we remained
until the Tth Oct. it had been reported a few days before that we were to make an
invasion into France and om that morning the divisions wers under Arma at two
oClock, we cautioualy moved towards the Bidasos, a Rlver which at thia part
divides France from Spain, our division was to cross between Irun and Fusnterrablaj
along the courae of the River are a number of Dykes to prevent inundation, behind
which the troops were hid wuntil low waterjy the enemy must hawve beaen complataly
decaived for he had ne foree near the River, except his Pioguets, who immediately
on the English fording, fired their Muskets and other signals of alarm and fall
back on the Main body in the Reary +the River in some places wes wvery deep, amd
mmbers of tha Men lost their Firelocks, and others narrowly escaped being drowned,
btut however once across the enemy was driven from position to position as fast as
he could ftake them up, and only in one instance made a standj our Reght. being
more in advence than any other of the divisions immediately charged, and thay gave
way; we had ten officers wounded and near Seventy Rank and File killed and wounded,
(without wvanity our Regt. behaved well that day): The enemy wers pursued about
two lesgues; when ordera were received to fall back, and the position we are in at
present was taken upj the left resting on the Sea, and extending along a range of
Hills aoross the Bayonne FRoal inte the Pyreneas as far as the Eye can reach; the
heighta have been crowned with Redoubts, and our position is altogether very strong)
it has baen matter of surprize to many why we bave remained so long inactive, the
ensny is making himself much stronger every day in our fronts they are working
incessently and I am afreid it will cost-us a good number of men to force their
prasamt 1ipas. The two armies are not more than two miles distant, the outposts
slose together, but don't molest emsh other. The inhabitants have all fled, and
T dor't think I have seen a real frenchman in the Country. The Weather has been
rerev badl, and a few daye will determine whether we advence or retire, for it will
be pocasible to bear up against Wet anmdl Cold;y perhaps if Pamplona falls, which is
axmacted in a few days, we may venture further into the Coumtry, armd look out for
Cantonments, the Country appears level and as it is reported that our Right will bae
able to tum the epnemy's laft I hope our cavalry will do something decisive in the
plain. I don't know when o Mail leaves this and will consequently hawve this open
a Tow days.
?ith. A Mail goes off this evening, but I have nothing new to add, we are still in
tha same state of inactivity. Remember ma to my Mother ard all my friends.

I am Dear Cousin
Your sincers friend

Willm. Dent

An English Mail waas delivered yesterday but it brought nothing for me.




] writing to you long ago, bul
regularly recgponded with my Cous Harriscn, and was confident that you
1r of me d of al ¥ procaedi 13 that 11 was on that account, I did
but not having received any letters from my cousin for several
I fasl rather uneasay, and am at 1 zh induced to send you this scrawl.
ad n very inastructive kind of a letier from S5.H. some time ago, unbraiding
justly, for what I had said i atter to you, however what I said,
intentional and I hope will be thought no more of. I ¢an not make out
ason why none of your letters have come to me, as I cannot doubt you having
0 e We are at present about seven Miles from Bayonne, the whole Army is
| in small villages, and Farm Houses im the Couniry, but whether we are to
in them for the Winter,; I know notj I think it very ismprobable while we
active an ane in front of usjy they still have one division on this aide
vonna; &nd the other |‘|..l:|.|1_.' aoma sharp :,r:LW—.l.ja.h|r.,|-; took ;5.'1.'..:_":,: with the ﬁ"l]'-pﬂ[‘ltl!- in
Geml. Wilsen and Cenl. Vardelsur, were wounded. 1 ahell not say snything of
attack on the French lires., on the 10tk inst. our Columm was very little
L the enemys position was turmed, several miles to our right, and
nasquently know very little about ity the Dispatches are the best information.
abitents had fled in great numbers on our sdvancing;
ench General, that those who remsined bebind would be
being the cese, whole families ere returning daily. The
the protection of inhabitants ard their properiy is much
in Zpain or Fortugal which very much displeasss the
Nationay 5t. Jean de Luz isa a very noat town and a tolerable
Head Quartars are there at present I wrote to you on the lith
latter, as positive ordere werse given that no Mail would he
When you receive iz I hope you will not omit writing to me
2]l interesting circumstances must ¢ poeurred , of which I am ignorant. 1
hy one of my hopeful Brothers is ¥ ahle to say something, but I suppose
e 5o mich employed in Farming, thaet the whole of thair Ideas are consolidated

the pursuit of that Art only. I shall be happy to hear t all my Friends are
, to whom I beg to be kindly remembered, particularly to Mr. & Mrs. H. Jun.
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Hhone near Bordeaux

June Znd 1814,

Hy Dear Cousin,

I receivad your letter of the 15th ult, a few days ago, and must confeso,
that the subject ol 1t; is Serious, ord not to be disreparded; hewever I hav
weighed the matter well in my own Mind, and am very certain, that if I was
in private practice, even superior to what I could expect, that at the ex
of one Week, I should wish to be in the cituation I am in at presemty
horribhle diglike to be running Tidgetting after a parcel of old Women.
wrote to you last (which is a long time gince] I have spent a very plemsant life
in the naishbourhood of Bayonne, and after the Gates were opened had an opportunity

of @eeing it, and elsc marching the! it, when we received the order to move %o

i

this place, which was on the 15th of May; the Couniry is very level and nearly
fhe whole way to Bordeaux ia a continued forest of Pines, from which the Natives
were hard at work extracting the Turpentine. On our arrival here, We Were given

to understand than an expedition waep going to America under Genl, H'i..‘!], and

Hineteen of the most effective Regts, in this Army were collected for that purpose,
whon orders were received from England for Ten Regim. only, to held the lves in
readiness for immediate embarkation, which were Brigaded as follows, 1st Srigade
Genl, Kempt., 9th 3Tth 5Tth Biat. Tha #nd Brig ¢ Oenl,. Robinson 3rd, 5th,; and 27th.
the ird Brigade Genl, Ath. 44th. and 85th, the second and third bripades
have already embarked, and we march tomorrew morning for embarkatien alsoy wherew

we are goinz, no one here has the least iden, the most prevalent report is that

we rendez-wous at Cork, but you know more abowt it than we do.

Bordeaux ie a charming town, and living very cheap, we are laying in
Stock for six weekms. VWhen at Biarritz I had a letter from my Mother, jou will
oblige ma by telling her of my receiving, it, and of the obligation I feel myself
under from her kind offers, btut that I am not in want of any assislance at priesent,
also that I have drawn the Money from Mre. Window some time since.

If we go on any interesting expedition I shall
manouvering is only to frighten the Yankeea,

Write To you, bux think thia

With best respects to all friends,
Believe me to bhe
Your sincera friend

Will Dent.

When you write, you never mention whether you have got a Son and Heir
yol Or no.




he lant tine you hasrd of moe I bhellove wenld

bo from my Cousin Harrieson, to shom I wrote previoun to my

embarking at Nourdeaux, which place wa left on the 16th Juns,
on eur voyere for liorth americag sfter a plesaant woyarn of
noaran wooks we arrived at (usbes on tha Bth of sAumst, but
wore not permitted to lund in connequance of the wind belng
folry to take us higher up tho rivery va landed on the 10th

of durt, nbout thirty milsn above Cushes, &nd aormonced our
Marach for Nontreasl, whera wa arrived on the 7last ust, Tha
waather was very flne, und the aseomedotions en the rord very
roody ond the bomutiful arpeursnoe of the Country on hoth
sidnn of the Miver, led us to hepe thet va hed not made a

hud axcheasn batmoan ‘urope & imarica. Fontrnzl 1in & vary
dargn &nd ploasant Towng but savorything ercecodingly deary we
loft 41t on the lst Sept. for Fingsteny and a vory uncomfortable
mi:rah we had of 4it. It 1a minnoscd va romain hore for the
wintar; «hich I hope will ba tho oane, as the Country ahove
Finsoton hos bean mich destroyed by the Anarlcound. Tha whole
of the Arny now roprot very much our ever huving left Frunos,
the paople arve Yory unonsy and averywiors impoaiti~-n is
attemptod 1o be proctincd on ums Tou munpt huve honrd hafore
thin of the Alfelr on Lake Chemplaing and the retront of the
Army her-rq a han:Afull ot imoricens vhich canssd ahout five
hundred Eaglish soldlers to daserty everything in carrisd on
in & vary different munner to rhat ea had basn used to in
FMTopo; and overy one is dizcontentod. the
Thoe 'lont ot thia plica im nesTly it for Sod,; one of _'_jhiﬂﬁ aarrics
102 Gunmy the othar four ore smallory they havoe tuken in Storon
and Proviasjlons for the Army on the Wiepara (rontler, and I
sunpoas will attempt to eluda the imariconn, and delivar their
Curpp heforae thoy rink pn aeticn, se tha suloty of the Army

and the Country sbove Kingnton doponda en tho suecoss of the

firat occobat. Gonl. Proavort 1a empected hera ovory houry

whit his ohicect dn oopine te Eineaton 1ey I don't knowm,

_‘r]fl'r'l‘;-.'."_i!j he #lnken to mako an attiok on .:.-‘l;"-‘-":‘t? 'n Harbour,

if he doemn I hopo the mucasss =111 be difforent to that of

Plattbursh.
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I am afreid it will be & longtime bafere I henr from ¥ou,

letters are two or thres Months in crming from England,
but don'"t neglect writing on the receipt of this oo I
am anxicus to know how everything goes on, at homs, for
I often think of Mickleton & B. Cantle thourh I om four
or five thousand Miles of ' T am in vory pood haslth, and
I huove been ever sinoe I came to thae Country, though in the
Autumn, Ague is wery prevalent hers, but the frosty weather
has gecmmenoad whioh will sron diaspel the aauas. Remomber me
10 all friands, who may enquirs aftar

Your ever uffectionate Son

Willimm Dont.

Tou munt direct for me in
Upper Canada

Horth Anerioa




Portomouth

¥y Dr. Hother,

I hava tha hapninosa
from this plase on my arrival from Amoricag
hera the day before yestearday, l nl
you immediatoly but we were uncertcein
and this Morming's Mall hus brought
procend dirsct to Ostend; =e ahall
Find is favourable. My Dr. Mothar wope thisintalllgonoes
will not add to the inguietude,; which know you have
ocnatantly enterteined for me an for my own part, I should
gladly have shered in the glordous Gampaimn of the Army
we ara polng to reinforce tut from the existing clircumstances
I should think the affairs of the Continent will soon ba
sattlod. FParhaps you might have thought me negllgant
while in Americe in not writing te you oftoner; but the

Foatama 1in that Country is exoceadingly slow; ond I had

nothing partioular to menilon axcopt my {’nthhj vhicoh

has invariably besn good. Hew that I am nearar home you
ghall haar more frequently from me. I am wvary anxious
to henr from you, but do not write till yon heuy from nme
ecain, when I shall be able to direct you how to zddress mejg
vith best wishea to all the family & FEelatives
1l sm Dr. Mother
Your affectionate Som

'm Danks




Ghant 13th Augt. 17915

aar Yother,
We sallod from Pertsmouth on the S5th
arrived ot Ostond on the Gth., we were irmediataely
and after murching twe or throe Milea, acuin
red in PBoatas which brourht us to thia plann hy
tho Canal from Brupes; nothlng can esvoesd the kindneasns
rith whiok we sre trested, nor ocsn I expross tha
pleasure I feel in being removed from that miserable
Country dmerica; to ons where we aan onjoy every kind
of luxury. This Tovn 1s very large and contains a prast
many curloplities worthy of attontion partlecularly tha

paintings and Seulptures in the Cathedrusl, (n Friday

next (the 18th) we cemmence our march for Pard 5, going

by the route of Mons, Cambray, & Bav ¥y but at the same
tize there 1s a roport that the treoops lately arrived
from England are not to quit Pelglum, which I hope

1s not true, sa overy ona munt huve & wizh o soe the
Fronch Capital.

I hope ¥eu will write to me, on the racelpt of this, and
Flve me all the liews you aan aclleot, I wish very much
to know how my Couain Hlarrison is getting on, we have
both baen wery remiss in not gorregponding with each othar,
Hemomber me affectionately to my Father and Brothera,
and any other, who may take the troubls %o enquire after
your ever alfectionate Son

e Dont .

Wollington'a ArTmy

Franon,




St Amand 4th Dec. 18315,

My dear Mother,

I have delayed writing to you till now, in consequence of my not
having made up my mind as to applying for leave to come to England, btui as the
season is sp far advanced, I think it will be the most nmrudent plm ar it
1111 the beginning of April. The Regiment returned to
24th of October, and all of us are excesdingly comfertable again, and I think 1%
probable we shall not be moved before next Summers encampment. I hope you hava
been mora fortunate in your harvest than the miserable wretchea in this Country
for I never saw such an uwnfavourable season as it has been, and the distress it
has made all arcund us ia very melancholy. I am very much obliged to the person
you mentioned in your last letter, for the favourable representation he made to
you in my favour, I only hope he was right in his judgement. You must excusa
my writing so short an epistle, as nothing has occurred worth mentioning, and my
only object is to let you know I em in good Health, and expeet to be with you im
a few Months.

Remember me to all the family, and believe me to be

Your ever affectionate Som,

Willm. Dent.
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Eeoueir naar Paris, 1Tth Dec. 1815,

Ny Daar [Hothoar,
“hen I wrote to you laast, the Army
wio in Campy 1t broke up on the lmst day of Ootoher,
v gantoned in the Yillupges arround Parlis, our
Ragiment ocoupied the Villags of Beoulogne, about three
klies from Faria, where we wors very oplessant ond
aoiniortably guartarad, Evarytidng has beon very
quiet, and mothing of consequence teken place except
the trisl of Harshal ey, whose sentence was carried
into execution onm the Tih inot. aoocralng to the
treaty of Peaco, all the Britieh Troops that wors to
leave France, have marched for Coleis and Houlomo

and the renasining thirty thousand have boon reformed

Arigadedy car Hegiment remaina in Frenge and still in the
third Divisdon, soc that when you wrdite, you wlil direct teo
me oz urial, This miss formation of the Army ocusuned tha
vhale of the cantonoments to be changed, ond wo left
Houlopne on Honduy lest, for this pluoce whioh ia ebout
ten lilles frem Parisgy it in euld that we are not to
remaln here long, but to cocoupy the fortified Tovna an
the frontlier, mentioned in the Trouty.

iAs you are the only person in Znpgland, =ik with whomp I
have sny corrospondences, I mast fill this letter, with
anquiries after those who probsbly have forgot mey with

rospact to my Cousin Harrison; your last lotter puvoe me
& O

F deaprvad
graat satlefuaotion,; on hepxring of his WEsiexs succeas in

hie profession, aa alao thoe heppexknhsopiness T know

he must enjoy in his dome=tie 1ifs, for I waa not =waro

thut he had bekome a Pather, till I recelved your lettar)

¥you will glve my kind respects 1o him and all his family,

as also my Unele and Aunt Harrisony I hepe moat singersly
your prodieticns will net prove correct asbout Sally and

do not fall to lot mo know how she iz in your next.

If I recollect ripht you mentioned that ¥Ur. Kitt was on the
loak out for a ¥ife, thias plece of news; certainly sstonished
me amezingly, but it is now nesr alx Years sinece I saw him
irid miat natarally suppoas ha has left off all 1deaa of
aucking the _|____1:1 had it been John my surprias would have

£

beon much less, for he wus alwayas femed for an amourous




disponition. How do my twoe Tnole's st tha v of the
Hill make it out, I darn say mueh the sore as when I leoft
Mleklaton, thelr mode of 1ifes does not admit of mush
variation. hen you wrlte let me know i the Famta ars
in & progressive state of improven nt, end pertioularly
the one at Lund Hill,

I do not recclleet any thing more I have to aay or enquiras

aftor, but thut my Finuces are tolarshly roody my Wordroba

wory pusashle and ey honlth never hotter, rosomher me to my

Fathery, and any ona that may anguira aftor.
Your over affeaticnntes Son

711l Dent.




Camp at Ene near Valenciennes

18th Auguat 1816,

My dear Mother,

When I wrote to you last, we wers a% St. Amand, in the hope of remaining thers
quistly for the Summer, but at this Army is liable to be called upon to act in the
field at gnytime it is necessary that we ghopld be a litile urused to Camp,
consequently we are all under Canvas, we shonld have been so long ago, had not the
extraordinary wet weather prevented ity I find you have had in England also a very
wet aeasony When I found that we were actually going inte Cemp, I applied for leave
of abeence to England for three Months, thinking to aveid it, but the answer was
that no leave of absence could be granted to a Medical Officer, till after the Camp
had broke up for Winter Quarters, which I suppose will he about the middle of
October, and as yet I have not made up my mind, whether I ehall make a ascond
application then or noty 4if I do I shall ask for four Months. Your last lattar
astonighed me a little about Uncle T's marriage; some People as they become older
gertainly do not become wicer. I perceive by the Newspapers that Cooks Bank at
Sunderland has stopt Payment, I hope you are as fortunate in thie instance as in
the one you mentioned in a former letter. How are our friends at Barnard Castle
pagaing their I ghould like o have a glance at them, without being sesn, I
hope no misunderstanding has arisen amongei jou, by you having desired me to direct
my letters to George Barkers. Do you know whether John Bayles lives in the same
house in the Strand as when I left London. I left a Trunk with him which I wish
te call for if T should come to England (hy the bye) some time ago I perceived his
friend Headlam's name in the Column of Bankrupte, this I am afralid was not from
enforseen miafortuncn but from making & more splendid appearance in the World, than

hia rescurces could afford.

Wher. you write to me, pray let me know all the little Country Newsjy .some things
whizh wvou think little or nothing of at home parhaps may be very entertaining to
me hers, Hemember e to all our family, and any other that may enguire after

Your ever affectionate Son

William Dent.

To George Dalkin Bombr.
Capton F. Gordona Camp
i Battn, Rl. Artillery 1 Ddvision

Eri ".".i .‘_:.;': .'Il.r'i:_:" :a‘u: '!_'::_'.-'




Ey Davr Mothar,

Your lettde of the 10th ult., I received
at this plece end 1% gewe ma great satisfootion to Find
you ware all well. #e left Ghent on the 18th of Aupuat,
end srrived at the Army on the Sth of Sopt. and wore
imnodlctely placed in the 3rd Mvision. The whola Army
is oncumped in tho Toods of Toulome sbout one Mila from
Paris ac that we are sble to walk in =nd out every day.

You of courss will axpact to hear & preat deal said in

praloe of Paria, but 4t 1o not that vonderful place foreigmera

have alwayn bsen lad to belleve, nor is it tn ba acompered
wvith London in any raapect,; oxoopt in 1te few Public PFulldings
which are very superhb, and tha publie hawa the advantegs of
golng into them when evor they wishy 3.t Pards

ras 1te collections of paintinga and stetuss which

Raux Poaonaparte had




laymes near Cambray
12th Dec 1817.

Mr dear Brother,

It is now some time since I received your letter and I intended to have
answared it sarlier, but something or other has always prevented me from so doing.
I was not surprized at the melancholy account of my Uncle James's decease, I thought
from his appearance the last time I saw him that he would not have lived so long
ap it appears he didy I think my Aunt was perfectly right in coming to Mickleton,
as the society in which she will be, may in some measure allieviate her afflicatiom,
you must let me know how my brother John and Bessy are doing, and if there is any
appearance of an offepringy at the same time remember me kindly %o them, When you
ges Anth” Harrimon and his Wife, give my best respecte to them, and also the Children;
for although he may appear to have acted negligently towards himself, and ungrate-
fully 4o his friends at home, yet I shall always feel the greatest friendship for
his attention to me while at Barnard Castle, I am also anxious to kmow if Matrons
affair is drawing to & crisisy and if Billy the brother was ever got shot of. I
it not forget to mention about the Mare, she answers tolerably well as & Roadster
: I have been several times out hunting with her in which she was so violent, am
to be in a white lather all the day, but as we are now prevented from hunting im
sequénce of the young corn I intend getting her into good conditien in the Spring
and parting with her. Do not forget when you write to let me know about the Oliver':
and if (7 ) left them, and alsc how Dixon is going on. With respect to our-
welves we are not so comfortable as when we were quartered at St. Amand, the Regiment
scenpies ten different Villages, and they are so dirty that it ie impossible to go
suteide of the door without being up to the knees in the Mudy everything appears
quiet, and it is said we shall return to England next Year, which I hope is not

Fal L

Remember me to all friends up the Hill especially to my Uncle Wm. and also

affectionately to my Father & Mother,

EBelieve me o
Your ever affectionate HBrother,
Hillm, Dent,.

t for me as undermarked
mm. Lant,

t: Surgeon,

ert. of Foot

'TENCO.




Camp Cambral
18th October 1818

ve refrained writing to you until this present itime in the hopa of

ta inform you, whether we shonld quit thia Country or not, and as
aided upon, I shall give you an idea of our proceedings, & probable
Enrland. We shall march from here on the 21st to the neighbourhood
annes, near which place we shall be reviewad on the 23rd by the
we shall return to this place on the 24th and remain one dayy on
, ahall commence the march for Calaim, but I do not expect %o be in
Fore the Bth or 10th of November, ms much delay must necessarily take
the smbarkation of ao large a body of Men, but immediately om our
shall write to you and inform you of the place we are likely to be

ad at, which we have svery reason to believe will be Canterbiry. L

haen ancamped hera since the 2nd of June and have hed the finest Summer
recollected; the only fault, it was a little too warm. You had Letier
te 4o me until you hear from me again.

meber me to All the family and friends,
Believe me to bhe
Dear Mother
Your affectiionate Son

Willm, Dent.




