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Thursday
Sep. 8/70
Brussels.

Mg dear Papa

I arrived here safely today thank God, in capital health and
with all my goods.

They chiefly consist of food and bandages, lint ete. 71 1ba of
concentrated essence ol beet tea and some 40 jars of Liebigs essence
of beef arrow-root and chocolate all from Fortnum and Mason - then as
to bandages some 25 doz of the right sort - 201lbs of 1lint - a lot of
cotton waddlng, and adhesive plaster all in one huge box - costing
£16 - 18 = 0. The meat etc. cost £34.

The Albemarle Hotel was crowded with French who had come over
with thelr goods and thelr jewellery and even their horses and the
German walter was crowing with delight, as he told me "the French
cook was so mad" and "the French never expected all this."

This Town is also crowded with French and others, and of course
the war 13 all that 1s talked, or thought of. _

I purpose D.V. trying to get to Sedan by Meji%res - the hesad-
guarters of the National Aid Soclety is at Arlons - 40 miles from
Sedan. If I get by Mejidres I shall be saved a long round. L
went up to the Rallway thils evening to ask about it and I met 2 French
men each with white caps and a red eroas on it and hurrylng back with
medicines to Sedan. One told me they had come out of Metz with the
graatest difficulty, he sald they had 16,000 wounded in 1t but that
they were well cared for and the town well provisioned, excepting
gsalt - no one of course could get in there. He =3ald that he was not
golng by Meyidres - he seemed much afraid of the Prussians - but he
sald that I an Englishman might get on tho' he doubted 1t as the rail-
way was broken. The perspliration was lylng like great dew drops on
his brow but tho' he looked like a man who had been working hard and
in a good deal of anxiety, he was not starved locking by any means.

I hear that 4000 wounded have come into this town where they are
belng lookedafter. A French Colonel was at the hotel yesterday
evening he had been wounded and he had no sword with him.

Nobody seema to know what state things are in at Sedan and there-
abouts. "What had I best bring them?" I said to my French friend.
"Ah Monsieur they have nothing" he sald with a shrug of his shoulders.
I hope however, if the Lord will, to judge for myself tomorrow - and
if they are so very hard up, 1 can easlly run up here for more food.
"Beware of the Knights of Jerusalem" he sald when I asked him was I
1likely to be robbed of my provisions. "They are a religious order out
helping the Prussians and they have robbed some of our Convoys and
carried them all off bodily for thelr wounded but you need not be
afrald of the peasants they are broken hearted and broken down''they
are accables".




The National Aid Soelety are sending out guantities of things -
caravans were standing opposite their door filled with bales of goods.
Col. Lloyd Lindsay a quiet sensible did the business easily with
a good staff under him gnd Sir Harry [Kerner a dear old man helped him
well - downstalrs Miss [ferner was sltting at a desk surrounded by
Clerks etc. who were packing boxes while she entered everything.

s L gt son,

WELDON TRENCH.

GivBt - en France
Sep. 9/70.

Deareat Anna

You heard doubtless of my going off to help these wretched
wounded. The Trains are not running regularly and it is with the
utmoat dirriculty that I got a train to start tomorrow morning early
at 6.20 which 1 hope will take me right on to Douch¥ry where the
Emperor surrendered himself and close to Sedan which will probably
be my head-qguarters.

I have seen little of the actual war as yet. This town of
5000 inhabltants is crowded with soldiers. The Garde lobile are here
atrong. They have a military cap - a blouse with a red croass on the
arm - and otherwlise they have no particular dreas. They are come 1in
here in hundreds from the country.

I went to see the hospltal here. There were about 150 wounded
here - almost all the soldiers hit in the left arm - wounds very llke
George's - one poor fellow was lying with his arm in a cold bath by
his side and there were 2 or 3 frightful gashes in the hand and the
arm was gquite black. The Head Doctor came to saee him while T was
there and told him to take courage, but he whispered aside to me, that
there was likely to be an"operation gréve" in this case.

Foor fellow, tomorrow that wretched arm will I believe be cut
off - he lay there guite calm, but his eye anxlously followed the
Doctord and he looked from one to the other, as 1f he strove to judge
his sentence.

I gave a clgar to each of the wounded almost and they were very
thankful - here they are well cared for and the Doctors are able to
master them.

A young man has just come in - he was one of the Garde Mobile
at Paris and was sent out with BO waggons of bread to the army but as




they got near Douzy - after many a narrow escape - suddenly a body
of Uhlans appeared. They dashed at the waggons, firing at those in
mllitary dress - fortunately he had come away in a great hurry without
his dress and he escaped into the wood. The men were shot all round
him and the Uhlans captured the 80 waggons and had as he said "great
feeding that night". He lost what 1little he had, but saved his 1life
and is now making his way back to Parls - his chief delight was the
Joy hls Father would have in seeing him again.

i affectly,

THO WELDON TRENCH.

Send to Mama.
Everyone gives me a free pass for the wounded.

__________ (4| e S

In France
Givet.
Sep. ?_75‘,"{'?'3 .

My dear Fapa

I have just arrived here - and here, the regular service has stop-
ped along the railways. You will see it is a small town on the con-
fines between Belgium and France and I came here rather than to Arlons,
where most people seem to go, on the spec of a train to Meyidres and
Sedan.

When I arrived the Station Master sald there was no traln to-night
- but that T might go t@_the Colonal the Commander of the Town and see
him. I did so and showd him a letter which by the way Lord Granville
kindly sent me, at the last moment to the Britlsh Ambassador at Brussels
- I called there yesterday evening to give 1it, but could not see him -
alsoc I showed him a letter from Col. Lloyd Lindsay.

These produced thelr effect and he went back with me to the train
and the Station-Master 1s to start a traln this evening I hope and
bring me on to about Meyldres which is near the place where I have to
work.

A guide walking with me to show me the Hotel sald, looking shyly
at me - "Your people are great advocates of the Prussians ain't they?"
I bethought myself of my friends the Fenians and I said "Oh there are
a great many of the Irish who are all for the French" he seemed sur-
prised but I assured him it was the case. We passed a swarthy looking
ruffisn with a fez kind of a cap on the back of his head and great




knickerbockers. "That's a Turco" said my guide to me - "about 150
wounded have come to this town and are in the Hospital and an old
church".- A man told me today that Namur a large Town in Belglum was
crowded with Prench wounded and French officers - one of the French
officers said he had not taken off his things for 22 days and none of
them had been pald anything since the beginning of the war. They
were sending ocut 4 millions of Francs and the Prussians nearly got
hold of it and in their escape 1t was pillaged -"so much for their
administration" said my friend shrugging his should

The French Officers and Generals were part Df.iiﬁ?hahon 8 army
which had been scattered. He salid there were 50,000 wounded in the
country about Sedan. I don't bellieve this, but there are a great
many and I have written to Fortnum and Mason to send me out to Meyidres
another case the same as that I got from him. You might write him &
line to tell him to honour my orders. Everybody seems so pleased at
one's going to help the wounded. I have not met any yet with suppliee
but a Sir Paul Hunter told me he was going out for the British Soclety
and begged of me to go wlth him to Arlons but I maintaein it i1s too far
from the seat of war.

The Belgian Troops seemed all alive and about everywhere today
when I was passing through Belgium. Here they are all French troops.
They seem down-hearted and my friend the Colonel never even smlled the
whole time I was with him - poor fellows it 13 a time of National
disgrece and one can't help sympathising with them.

I met a rough and ready English Gentleman yesterday - who told me
had asked for a ticket to Paris but belng refused he came on toc Brussels
"Are you going out for the wounded?" I said. "No." "Perhaps as a
journalistt®" "No, no, I am just goilng out to look about me." He took
me out in a cab last evenling arocund Brussels and insisted on glving me
300 cigars for the wounded. "Poor fellows" he added "I think I will
spend a few pounds on them in proviasions tomorrow before I go to that
country."

The strange miserable restless-ness that seems to pervade every-
body 1s remarksble. In England it 1s extraordinary curicsity but here
it 1s far more, 1t is like what one would fesel oneself 1f about to
undergo the finasle of some dreadful ealamity.

I hope to write agaln when I know my head-quarters.

¥t Bff. don

THO WELDON TRENCH.




Sedan.

gep. 10/70.

My dear Papa

I arrived here safely today with all my cases.

I came by Meylires which is expecting a bombardment every day.
The Prussians have asked for the Keys & days ago - but the French have
no noticon of giving them up.

The Town was in an awful state of excitement - the drawbridge
up - all the trees ecut down outside the Town which could hide an
enemy and not far off were £ Prussian sentries partly hiding behind
£ trees. As we came up one went across the road and the driver not
stopping at once, he threw up his rifle and with his finger on the
trigger he would have shot one of us in another moment - but the Driver
pulled up quiet enough and when he heard what one was about - "for the
wounded" - he dropped his gun and said "Pass on" - and on we went.
Thousands of Prussians were marching, driving and riding along the
road now for about 10 miles Into Sedan - they were all coming out of
Sedan - some were going for Paris others apparently for Meyidkres.

There were about 10,000 of the French cavalry turned loose after
the battle of Sedan and they say the Prussians killed 4000 and threw
them into the Meuse and certainly the river was literally choked with
them - anyboedy who liked, might take those which remained and which
were roaming about - one countryman who was leading £ along told us
with a grin that he had bought them both for Tenpencel

Another with 4 fine horses sald he had got them for nothing. I
saw numbers still roving about for anybody to catech who liked.

Az we came near here the Prussian soldiers seemed- more and more
numerous - we could scarcely get alongthe road and as we came near the
town - "There was part of the battle field" said the driver. About
a couple of acres was positively black with helmets and shakoes. AP
saw bundles of swords and rifles lying by the side of the road in the
gutter and no one cared to pick them up - fresh mounds showed where the
dead had been burled. Hundreds of the French mitrailleuses and guns
were ranged together which had been captured and as to this town it is
perfectly alive with French Prisoners and Prussian soldiers. I got
g8 little room with the greatest difficulty chiefly by promising the
landlady some bread which I bought at Meyikres.

I have been out a little and hope to get among the wounded this
evening. I trust there is not so much real destitution among them as
they represented mow that so many have béen moved on to other places.

¥ aff. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.




Sep. 12/70.
Sedan.

My dear Papsa

I wrote a long letter to Col. L. Lindsay which I sent to Maclagan
to send you a copy of it.

If you have any funds - I should be obliged for Bank bills at 7
days sight to be sent to me immediately in a registered letter to the
care of J. Saville Lumley, Esqg.,

British Embassy,
Brussels
towalt till celled for.

I have established a soup kitchen, I supply the great mass of the
wounded in the suburbs of this town where they were almost starved as
you will see by my letter to Col. L. Lindsay. I went out today to
Bayellls. It was a thriving 1ittle town of 3000 inhabitants - it is
now one heap of rulns - every house burnt - I could not see a aingle
house which escaped in the main streets - and only 2 or 3 in the whole
town. I could not have believed that they could have so thoroughly
burnt a place. The inhabitants of it and a meighbouring village are
I fear starwving - I hope to go out there early tomorrow to try and get
up another kitchen there. The fighting - the Personal struggles here
for life and death must have been terrific - the bullet marks are dotted
all ever the walls of the houses. The branches are cut off the trees
by the balls and large poplars cut in two with the cannons. From
Sedan to Bayellles - eabout Z mlles - the whole country is strewed with
Bavarian hats - knapsacks - broken guns - eartouch boxes - odd shoes -
etec. ete. ete. Heaps of clay here and there tell where the dead lie
buried - I believe they were literally piled up 4 feet high in some
places. I hardly saw a french cap amongst them all - the inhabitants
had all fled. Here and there you saw a little group of them come back
gitting looking at their houses - the picture of misery. I never saw
such a scene of desoclation before - a Prussian soldier told us the
country people took up the guns of the dead men and fired at them -
even the girlsl but this I could scercely believe. The bridge across
the Meuse over which the Prussians came was about § of a mile off and
a man showed us where they had the mitralilleuses aimed at this Bridge
and he said he helped to work them and for an immense time no Prussians
could cross it - they were all mown down - but the French were beaten
back and the Prussians swept all before them up to the very walls of
Sedan despite thelr dead whlich strewed the country.

¥* affect. aon
THO WELDON TRENCH.

Please forward this and then open these letters.

Perhaps you could get my letter copiled by Egan and sent to Johny etc.
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Sep. 26/70.

Sedan.

My dear Mamasa

The last time that I wrote to Papa was telling him about the
famished ambulance of 500 men we discovered on Sunday week last.

On Monday morning before breakfast I bought 800 1lbs of flour
and 2 casks of wine and sent 1t out to them.

Dr. Davis had gliven them some most important directions about
the opening of windows, the use of disinfectants, thoro' ventilation
ete. ete. Since that time we have been supplying food and wine
whlle Dr. Davis has been carrying out what he calls hygiene and you
never saw such & change as there 1s amongst the patients.

They are no longer half unconscious, they lock at you with grate-
ful eyes - many can ralse themselwves up - 1 or 2 that we thought were
more than %+ dead have come to 1life agaln and the gratitude of the
Doectors who superintend them knows no bounds. They do all which
Dr. Davis directs them like so many chlldren - and he understanda his
business well.

Poor fellows they have only sacks to cover them and most have
not had a shirt to change since they came there. Dr. Davis got 150
blankets from the Anglo-American Ambulance for them but many more
are wanted.

In the mean time my little kitchen goes on well and the men are
getting so strong that they are asking for more food.

I got an attack of diarrhoea 3 or 4 days ago which pulled me down
a bit, but for the last 2 days I have, thank Bod, had no return. I
got Papa's letter about the £20 and I got £70 - 10 - 0 for the Christia

LBuatt | Len s

I daresay more awaits me at Brussels - as Dr. Davis purposes con-
timiing here and delights in underteking the management of things, I
may soon be turning homewards agalin.

¥ aff. son

THO WELDOWN TRENCH.

Write no more to me tlillyou hear further.




9.

Chez M. Schouseck, 2nd Etage,
No. 6 Rue de Merril,
Sedan.

Sep. 30/70.

My dear Papa

I got a slight attack of dysentery, as I waggetting over my
diarrhoea which threw me back a bit, however I am getting on well,
but the Doctor says I must remain guiet - and not go yet a bit - he
says he would hope I could go in 4 or 5 days but that it would be
better not to start for a week or so. It appears therefore God'a
will that I muast remain quiet for a bit and I am nothing loath as I
do not feel stiong.

He (the Doctor) is afrald of my catching any cold in travelling
which might bring on a relapss.

A Priend goes with thls to Brussels tomorrow and to bringback
any letters for me there. '

I think you might write me & line here enclosed in a letter to
Doctor Davis

Poaste Restante

Boulllon.

I trust Geashill 1s getting on well and giving you no bother.

Dr. Davis has undertaken that wretched place - a Chriatlian
friend sent him a chegue for £500 but there 1s need all around for
thousanda I believe. New places are turning up where the wounded
need all sorts of things.

Yesterday Dr. Davis bought 400 pr. of drawers many want shirts,
etc.

¥T gff. son

THO WELDON

I am at su 1 nice lodgings with a charming l1little woman who nurse
me llke a 3}Gthﬁf - Madame Schouseck.




sunday

Oct. 2/70.

£

My dear FPapa

The Doctor says that I am much better today - thank God - and
indeed I feel better, tho! still very weak.

What made it all so bad, was this coming on me after 10 days o
severe work and worry of brain at seelng all I saw. This 1s the first
letter 1 send by the Sedan Post which has re-opened under Prussian
guaplces.

The Doctor (Davis) stays out at Pont-Mangis about 3 miles off,
where that wretched ambulance i3, which he has now in first-rste order.
He stays at a large country house there and comes 1ln once a day to see
Imne «

My little Madame nurses me most admirably.

Love to Mama,

YT aff. son
THO WELDON

No. 16 Rue de Merril,
Sadan.
at M. Schouseck.

Tuesday, Oct. 4/70

My dear Papa

Still getting steadily better, thank God - even much better I
think. | ;
I got a letter from Mr."Simley yesterday with = a note from you.
I have sent to Brussels for further letters.

The Govr. of Sedan 13 so pleased with what Dr. Davis haa done at
Font Mangis that he has made him Head Inspector and offieclally placed
everything under hils orders.

He has raised the men off the c¢old floor and supplies them wilith




everything he hasa
8 nurses (men)
o washerwomen
£ bakers.
Headmen superintending these see to all goling on

crder under him.
love to Mams

THO WELDON TRENCH.

costs nearly £30 a day.
Dr. Davis
Fo=te Hesatante
Bouillon
. Belgium
as the sous Prefeéet now sends for his letters.

7 Oet./70.

ady progress, thank God - I slept first rate, last nlght,
ut for a little walk todavy.

A+ 1M y Milk wilth en egg beaten up.
12 do.
3 p.m. Taploca bolled in milk and an egg beaten up, and for
second course - a plaln boiled egg, the last 2

Mo
days.

Rice milk with an egg beaten up.
=

deal of rice 1s alwayvs at bottom.
1ibitum.
certalnly and each day I perceive

jeve 1 am to drive out - d.v.

a marked amendment - I 1
Tell Pr: that Dr. Davis's £500 has kept us out of all money

FEDE LIl&
ficultles - he has Font Mangis now like an English hospital and
in apple-ple order 1 lieve.
I have not yet got Papa's money but hope to get it from Mr. Lumley
- it would not do to bother him too much.




Perhaps you might write to me under cover
Dr. Davls
Foste Restante
Boulllon
Belgium
the scus-Prefet sends for Dr. Davia's letters.

My dear Papc

I get another chance of sending a letter tc Boulllpn - all my
letters have to be sent by speclal messenger or by some friend to
Bouillon aa the post here is thoroughly uncertain.

I am thank God - steadily mending - yesterday I took a little
walk out and was the better of 1t.

I find I am very susceptible of cold and that it attaeks my
stomach when it comes, so I must be careful - you might still write to
me here under cover to Dr. Davias

Poste Restante
Boulllon
Belgium
as I could not get any of the cheques cashed nearer than Brussels,
I ordered my letters to be sent there thinking it safer than Bouillon
however I believe Boulllon is quite safe.

I am very happy here and may be, 1f the Lord will, of much more
use here.

The misery and the want not onlyg of the wounded but more especlal-
ly of the burnt out inhabltants of hﬂiailles begins to press itselfl
muich on one. !

This morning my little Madame went to see a woman who is dying
of an internal cancer. She was lying on a child's bed on a little
straw covered only with one or 2 old cloths. The smell 1z so dread-
ful that the owner of the house wlll not keep her any longer and she
muat leave today - her husband and £ boys of 15 and 16 had a little
atraw in snother corner of the room to lle on - and these were people
well off. The husband and 2 sons worked as weavers and had a good
house in Befpjeilles - but the house was burned and every article they
had in the world and there they are now. I heard that yesterday
when they got notlece to quit the man was tearing his hair and erylng
"Oh that she would only die." AFriend has given them a room happily
and I must, if the Lord will, see after some of thelr temporal wants
- no blankets, nothling.

Y aff. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.

My 1ittle ambulance gets on first rate. Mad. Gerardin continues to
superintend it - many of my Patients are beginning to creep out. The




poor man who was crying night and day for a fortnight now walks in
the garden!

THO WELDON TRENCH.

G'C-t- Bf?ﬂo

P.3. I ought to have told you in deseribing Pont Mangis that I first
asked the Doctors there how they got on for meat - "Oh we seize a cow
every day some where or other in the "commune" or district and we make
soup of that but each day they are getting secarcer and the people say
they have no more and when they come to an end, I don't know what we
are to do" - I found they had been thus barbarously selzing every poor
man's cow they could lay their hands on and they are almost all gone.
However Dr. Davis has now changed all this - he buys the meat and
everything else. Faney every poor farmer near Geashill having his
cow taken and all he should get in return would be a receipt therefor
which often they did not even give I found.

They told me perhaps in 6 months or a year they would repay these
wretched people - but nobody believes they will.

Dr. Davis has a grand head for organisation. They are
ly afrald of him and yet they gladly do all he says.

You mlight explain this about the meat in a P.S5. to that le
mine about P. Mangls.

You mey Iimagine the mlsery about Begellles when I tell you that
out of 377 houses 374 were burned and thel inhabitants saved nothing
for they ran for thelr liveas and each house seems to me to have been
taken and retaken by the French "Enfanterie Marine" who Fought splendid-
ly and the Bavarlan troops who seemed determined to take whatever they
were sent at - and take 1t they did and burnt the town, but they lost
thousandsa.

I am very anxlous to hear about Geashlll.

Sedan.

Oct. 10/70.

My dear Papa

1 no check but a steady improvement, thank God, in my health.
T he 10 been able to go out the last £ days owlng to the wet weather.




Dam writing this very early in order to send it off to Fou.

Un yesterday I received the £125 which vyou have been kind enough
to collect for me - will you thank all the kind friends most heartily
from me In the name of the sick and wounded for their valuable said.
It 1s indeed valuable for Dr. Davis's fund is coming to a close - last
week on Saturday he paid up all the bills for the week for meat flour
and wine - cooks, washerwomen, attendants ete., and it came to £190 -
and as he sald he had 1t reduced to that, only by sitting up at night
and calculating how he could save every hﬂl?ﬁenﬂy and cut off every
sixpence. He finds 1t bad economy - if nothing else - to feed the
slek badly - they are longer on his hands - and they require a deal
of meat and wine. Everything is dear here - meat 8d. a 1b. - on the
whole ineluding the cost of feeding all the Doctors etc. ete. he did
it for 1/6 a head, which 12 cheap under the elrcumstances. 30 men
left on Saturday - restored - 30 more leave 1 believe today which will
reduce the cost. Col. Lindsay sent me an order for another £100,
which with the £125, will carry us on I trust for some tims. In
addition to the weekly establishment charges, there are immense e
gilving these men shirts, drawers etc. put starting out without the
things for the seat of war having only just recovered from Typhus
Diarrhoea and Dysentery would be simply death to them from a certain
relapse.

Agaln asking you to convey our warmest thanks for this most
timely £125.

I remain
YE aff, son

THO WELDOWN TRENCH.
P.S:. The gratitude of the men leaving was boundless. They

the Doctor's hands and nearly wrung them off, while the tears
pouring down their faces.

My dear Papa

I need not say how delighted I was t see James Trench as he
walked in here yesterday (nﬁﬂtd"} lDTH]tL It we indeed pleasant
to see a home face once more, more especlally when I heard his mission
was to take care of me going home. Dr. Davis was equally pleased
when he came in and saw him, as he was actually thinking of golng with
me to London he was so afrald of my travelllng by myself.

I took a 1ittle walk out afterwards wlth James.

The Doctor says I am getting on steadlly and well.

James gslso brought me £25 more, making in all £150. It 12 all
wanted. I have a nice intelligent fellow brother of my Landlady,




employed in walking round the country and reporting to me on the
various ambulances. Yesterday he discovered a small one with some

30 wounded in rather an out of the way village starving and in want of
everything.

You may be surprised at how these things can happen with the large
sums which England is giving, but you must remember that there 1s much
more difficulty in the English Ambulances interfering with the other
ambulances, than Private Individuals going about and finding out those
which are in need. For instance here 1t was a Prussian Ambulance, who
chiefly trust in seizing on supplies in the village or neighbourhood
and when these supplies fail, their patients are often starving for
they seem to have no money.

The English Ambulances near here are simply perfect I believe,
but they work among themselves and never dream of going outside their
own business.

Whether the Society ought not to have a set of trust-worthy,
careful and intellligent men rooting out the wants in different places
is another matter but that some of the ambulances with all thelr
wounded are often in sore, sore need and want of even medicines to
dress the wounded is but too evident to us all.

I hear the French Ambulances have become Bankrupt en maasse - I
presume other ambulances wlll undertake their wounded - but we are
rather in a state just now as they have charge of our wounded at the
Font-de-Givome - however I am not uneasy as I know the Lord will
provide.

YL aff. son
THO WELDON TRENCH.

Oct. 11/70.

Sedan.
Address to Dr. Davis as directed. The Sedan Post iz not to be trusted.

Oect. 11/70.

My dear Papsa

Another chance of sending a line.

Steady improvement, thank God - 1 am much stronger - Dr. Davis
lends me money ol hils en attendant yra.: he spent £150 or 1/6 a man
per diem last week desapite as he 2aid lylng awake at night trying to

18 he had to buy shiria etec. etc. 8o £500

save every #£d. - beslides th




2oon goesl

yT aff. son

1THO WELDON

1 am likely to be here for some days longer.

My dear Papa

I am, thank God, steadily improving.
The Doctor says he would hope that I might leave this about
18th so you might address to me
Poste Restante
Brussels
or Albemarle Hotel as you think fit.

YT aff. son
THO WELDON TRENCH.

2th Oet. /70.

I shall probably be D.V. up to 22nd at Brussels and up to 25th at
London - and up to 27th at Fleurys Hotel.

care of Dr. Davis
Poste Restante
BEoulllon

Oct. 16/70.

My dear Mama

I got
dated Sep

of your letters today which were addressed to Sedan.— one

2
=
oA

24 and the other Oct 8 - and I got one yesterday dated Oct. 9
which you addressed to the care of Pb. Davis.

2




Thank you so much for all of them. I am so sorry to be such a
source of uneasiness to you all - but this dimentery seems to be a
matter whieh will require great care. I can assure you I try with
God's help to take care of myself and will do so - as to food I have
everything I want cooked in the best way possible - Madame, my hosteas
1s most attentive - she devotes herself to doing everything for me and
James is here which 1s a very great comfort - and I have a very nice
little room not very little either with 2 large windows and a comfort-
able bed.

I got FPapa's letter yesterday - pressing me to leave Sedan - T
can assure you I am - while I would in some measure desire to do God's
wlll - moat anxious to go - more particularly as to my great relief a
rich Holland Ambulance has come to where I had my kitchen and they
were so pleased with all there that they have taken it bodily off my
hands and hire all my cooks, nurses, washerwomen etec. ete. and are to
carry on there, just as if I was there. A Monsleur Le Counte Bylandt
- a charming man - is at the head of|lit and I resign all to him with the
utmost confidence that the wodfied will be really well cared for.

So now I have nothing but my own healTh To consult as to when I
can travel - and that I leave to the Doctor. = (I am giving him £150
to carry on with at Pont Mangis which he manages altogether) - but I
find the least cold attacks my stomach and I must go cautiously. I
got a letter from Anna which you sent me and another dated Sep. 29th
today which she sent to Sedan - I was charmed to hear from her and
hope to write to her immediately. The Doector 1a wvery clever, and
wise - and I have no doubt he will let me go as soon as he thinks I
can travel wlith safety - as I sald before there is nothing that I know
of to keep me here a day longer - but you must trust the Dr. about my
movements.

With love to all
IT aff. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.

I send you a 1little bit of mignonette from poor Bzﬁeillesi
I take some chicken broth now in the day.

__________ e

Oet. 16/70.

Sedan.

Dearest Anna

I got your £ letters - one yesterday dated Oet. 7 - and ths other
dated Sep. 29th todayl




I was so glad to hear from you I knew well the interest you took
in all my affairs - altho' I did not hear from you.

The Lord has been pleased to keep me quiet with rather a serious
attack of dlarrhoea and dysentery - and the latter will require great
care for some time to come. However I can only pray for more resig-
nation to his holy will. It 1s only when laid low that we learn how
unsubdued our wills are to his - and how muech dross there 1s for him
to purge out of us by fire.

However it is all for the best - "All things work together for
good to them that love God" - says Faith.

James 1s here and is a great comfort to me - and you have not
been without your trials - probably far greater than mine - the loss
of 30 much of your income annually is indeed a serious matter, and
I am so sorry for George's sake - more sorry for him than for you - as
he has been all his life more accustomed to spend money and to have
money to spend, than you - who never spent any money hardly 'til you
were married. For independent of need, the mere habit of spending
money 1s a great pleasure when properly spent, and it 1s indeed a trial
not to have it to spend. However I can only pray the Lord to give you
comfort and confidence in Himself - and for George to be brought im
really to be able to find his comfort and confidence in God.

My little ambulance here has been handed over to an excellent
rich Dutch Ambulance which has come to take charge of the wounded in
that district. The Count at the head of it, seems determined to do
everything in the best way - so I am very happy and thankful at such
a finale to my labdrs there. Dr. Davlis is carrying on vigorously at
Pont Mangis and with another starving ambulance near there belonging
to the Prussians - who have no money and who cleared out the district.

I do not like taking youwnmoney - perhaps you will find much need
wherever you go. Thanks so much for the £3. I trust that you are
well and happy in the Lord - and going on quietly with him not taking
up any of these new doctrines - or Spiritualism - but cleaving to what
we have heard from the beginning.

Give my kind love to George. 1 am so sorry to hear of his gout.
I cannot yet say about Dover.

yie affecly

THO WELDON TRENCH.




Sedan.

Oct. 17/70.

My dear Papa
o i+

I have received yours of the 11th urging me to make a start for
home and not to undertake more work.

I can assure you I am only too anxious to start for home - I have
nothing now to keep me.

But I see plainly that patience and care i1s the great thing I
need - a little thing throws me back . The other day I got to feel
rather cold when out driving and I at once felt it - tho! I got no
cold. .

I can afford to play no tricks - and the weather is very change-
able and cold at present - however you may depend on my starting home
g3 aocn as I can.

My little ambulance has been handed over from this morning to a
rich Holland Ambulance with a charming Count at the head of 1t and I
have no more to say to it.

Another starving ambulance has turned up where they had nothing.
It belonged to the Prussians and when they cleared out the village
and the distriet where the wounded were (26) there was no means of
supporting these wretched wounded - for the Prussians have no money
and live by plunder as far as I can see - but the Doctor has undertaken
this smbulance and sny money I have I give him - so0 I have no cares -
thank God - and nothing now to keep me here. I hope you got my letters
acknowledging the £125 - (not £120) and I also got safely by James
another £25 - and tHE Doctor will be most thankful for envy more he can
get.

Everyone and all the officials are loud in thelr praises of the

admirable way he manages Pont Mangis.

Yr aff. son

THO WELDON TREKCH.

I got such a nice kind letter from Sir Ecnr}r\f{e‘:r}er - Col. Lind=say's
friend - I am so obllged to Wm. Trench and Benny for sco kindly offering
to come out - and to Sherrard - any of them, I should have been delight-
ed to see.




My dear Papa

I recelved yours of the l4th on yesterday the 18th saying you
had sent me another £100 - to Brussels.

I am sorry you did not send it me by this same expediticus
route "care of Dr. Davis" - however I hope to get it in due time -

a 1000 thankgfor it. That 1ittle ehill I got the other day threw
me back a bit, but thank God, I am again recovering from it - and
perhaps 1t was a waluable lesson to me, to show me how delicate I
was and what a little thing affected me. The Doctor sald yesterday
I was getting on very well. I now wear a flannel belt and I hsave
got one of those woolly vests. He did not say when I should start
for Brussels - the weather is still very changeable.

You have indeed managed to collect a great deal and I fear you
have had a great deal of trouble about it,however you would not regret
the trouble if you saw the need - after all the wounded gone and the
ambulances gone - there still remain about 1000 or 1200 sick and
younded in and about Sedan. My friend Madame Geradin - after managing
my little ambulance in first rate style, has been reguested to continue
its superintendence by the Holland Ambulance.

I made her with much difficulty accept a 100 francs (£4) for all
her trouble - upwards of a month - as she is not rich - and she saved
me more than that a great deal 1n looking after every farthing.

she 1s Invaluable in her way. Twice a week she used to bring
me her accounts with all the bills paid - 1/- for lard - 6d4. for
vegektables - 2d. for pepper - £5 for meat and so on.

For the first few days after the battle when no one was looking
after the wounded - she was after them all the time.

Yesterday the Prussians mounted all the guns and shut the gates
here early and everyone expected an attack on the town from part of
Bayaines (or some other) army - and when in the evening - the House
shook and the windows shook as if they were golng to break we thought
we were 1n for a battle - but 1t turned out that one or 2 boxes of
powder had blown up at the Castle - killing some and wounding others.
Mademe rushed in to my room "Oh what is that I am trembling like a
leaf!" - I knew no more about it, than she did. There are only 2000
Prussians here and they seem constantly on the alert and afraid of the
French coming to re-take the town - as there are all the guns here yet
surrendered by MC. Mahon. I send you a remarkable Photograph of these
guns lying thickly over some acres - never was there such a sight.

The mitrallleuses are all mixed up with them - they look just the same
as any other cannon. Ty

James 1s well and a great comfort - so many thanks for sending him.

Yr affect. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.




Hotel Brabant,
Brussels.

Oct. 23/70.

My dear Mamsa

You will be glad to hear that, thank God, I have arrived safely
at Brussels - out of Sedan.

I don't think I am the worse for my journey - tho' I came %0
miles yesterday by road - but I was in a shut up carriage, and my dear
little Landlady came with me to nurse me and lent me my little bed on
which I lay in the shut up carriage and arrived at Libramont quite
fresh comparatively - her brothers came to meet us there and took her
back today.

And I came on by train here today. I write this line to tell
you that so far I am rather the better, thank God, I trust,for my
Journey.

I may go on to London - Albemarle Hotel - on Tuesday if the Lord
will.

¥r affect. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.
James's sister Agnes 1s going to be married to the eldest son of Mr.
Colville - her cousin - he is very clever I believe.

Many thanks for your kind invi¥ation to Cai&own, but I think I should
wish to go to Geashill first. A

Bruzssels.

24 Qe¢t./70
Monday.

My dear Papa
I have recelved the £100 and not only that, but in time to give to
Dr. Davis to carry on with - a 1000 thanks.
I don't think I am the worse - or very little if any - for my jour-
ney and D.V. 1 atart tomcrrow for London.
¥Yr affect. son

THO WELDON TRENCH.




P.S. If the Lord will, I would hope to stay a day or £ in London
and then on to Fleurys Hotel.
I did not get Mama's letter addressed to Mr

» Inmley -
hers to Poste Restante where I askad my letters to be sent.

Mr. Lumley forwarded hers on to care of Dr. Davis.

28/70.,

London.

Wy dear Mama

Before this you will have received mine saying that we hoped to
go to you at Cardtown - on a little further thought I felt I could not
decline your kind invitation and that I must see you before Geashill.
S50 now, 1f the Lord will, I hope to be with you on Saturday by the
trein which leaves Dublin at 1 - when I am sure you will send for me.

If I am too tired or not well I hope to send a message to you to
say so but as up to this I am thank God, in no way the worse for my
journey I would hope to get to you at that time.

I shall be so glad to see you all again.

; I called on Col. Lindsay today and sent in my name to Sir Harry
Aerney, as they were all sitting on committee.

Sir Harry came out and was very kind - he said he would call here

to see me - but he was re-called before we could say much.

1r

Yr. aff. son

WELDON TRENCE.

Chesgter.
Cet.

My dear Mams

I write a 1ine to you from this pl where we arrived last night.

&
or my journey here.

Lac
Thenk God, I believe I sm not the worse f
You might llike To hear about my food, as Dr. Davis gave me instruct

icns when leaving.




bollea milk (- or milk and cream ) and 1 or 2 yokes ol egges

sugar - and chicken broth
day - everything toc be taken nearly cold.

1l glass of Forc wine and 2 glasses of claret also per diem.

Deaten up in it - 4 times & day with

I have not tasted any solid food for ever so longl

The objeet is to glve the intestines as much rest as posasible
from the work of digestion ete. so that they may recover - I believe -

If you could have a 1little of the milk-mess made up for me and
sent in a bottle with a glass to the Railway ctation, and some chicken
broth for me when I arrive I should have all I need, thanks.

Hoping to see you on tomorrow.

Yrs affect?

THO WELDON TRENCH.
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loTEL DE COMMERCE,

Rour TuerxsNg,
oEDAN,
| BT ."\-'r','.--': mder. 1RT0.
My Dear FATHER,
| ||.'!_l.'<_' |u,-.-|| ||i'|||| l;ln.'l'-.' by a !]'. |':I.'- .:-. '-1|,"- comes from Phua ] 18 !IJ'II'|||I_I||I|||-"|'\,.'\;
J J A

Hospital, where he haz a ward with about 100 beds, nurses, &e., under him. I met him in

He at once went at a lot of wounded in the Military Hospital, where they were sadly neglected Ph

Dublin, and beroed him to come Ong o |'JI:-'_\-_.'_|;_:'._' man, o ii.{_‘;_lll_'ll.ll' surgeon and  Physician

one man had received two balls in his side; he had not heen dressed for two ||:|_\'_—'. and was
lying in a heap of matter, and he took from him about two basins full of matter: the ||r<’~.—;qjj||!_:j,-
offensive condition he was in was almost unbearable—last night when I saw him all was as
gweel as _;n-.-_-'-illlr.-._ and he was |J:s':'-|-:r and comfortable: another man whose :u;--_' had become
mortified from want of care, mmust die, « e all the Doctor could do.  When I saw him last

irhit he ]:'rli.li:'-'-.l to the ground at the side of the E-I.:Ll; and said “ There's ace of silver,” and he

wanted me to ]litl{ it up: but when I looked there was none, and 1 soon found he was ravi .
His was a case which could have been saved with the commonest care, had it been taken in time.

My little establishment, with its kitchen, twao cooks, and washerwomen, &ec . all goes on

11 H | .\:lllltiu::_l' conld posz W 0 DI bt Ler, and the |I'|-:.i'.'|.'.f 3 there fre ri .!|. wiell

attended to, for we have now ercellent medical attendance. The poor man with the et

the head, died.

The last time I saw him he was ;_-. ill_!_'_' on hi= face, havin iy thrown himszelf oui of hi:

and the attendants, two.girls, could not keep him in bed. Poor fellow! he breathed his lnsi

a Tew minutes after. [he other with the wound in the stomach, is now at myv establishment.
alowly, but surely oc—mnopthing can save him. e ball went night through him, but I

believe that had he had m al care 1n the 'rl:'_-_;:.-mi:._:_'. there 13 no doubt he would have been
him, and which he liked much, and I was very
of telline him about the Lord Jesus Christ az a
Savionr for poor sinners. e is a most mtelligent man, a Serreant in the French army.
There is a ";'""\.E:"E." Lewe, wife of the Protestant Cle oyman, and she writes letters home
for all the men. She works well with the Catholic here, a dear old man, who 1z devoted
to the wounded, ||:|'-.i:i:' g littls stablizhment mmto hrst-rate order, started off
_\|'='..'I'i!:II\ with Dr. 1a and his '|--i.-!:.=.|. whoae expenses he has !-::i-i, from |.:
to an hospital where I he sy were in very great need, and to seeif I e
A doctor came here the other day he told me he had been

Mouzy, about three miles from this, and he said the pl

windows, &e., that althoueh they would have been zlad of his -'|.-|||_ he eonl

why,” said I, # that’s the very reazon why vou should oo there.

gaid he, *¢it 1z too had—1 could not atay

the half of them will die;”
We, arrived  thare in du time, and we found a vast fact

wings, and 520 wounded and sick men filline tlie place.




typhoid, &e. The rest, diarrhea, dysentery, and wounds. The windows were all shut and
only two medical men.

and handsz folded across his breast,

Az we entered we saw a man with sunken ch
and eyes closed. Dr. Davis at once said, * that man’s dead.”—They raizsed one of s eyelids,
which clased again; ““no, he's not,” said one of the attendants—* not _"t"-" He was lying among
1 mattresses

on 2iraw

.lll,':l:!‘l-\. L:::' nﬂ'_n:-r THCn. 'I.'l.-rz t_':.--:_'n:l '.'r|:'|||!-_'|; I'"QWE ||!' e ]_\-I:I'='

covered with sacks and great coats, most of them Seemiingly mscious of our presence.
& = i

ad man. ™ sand 5'||'_ |:I:|'.:|-':_ and thes ;|.4;|i| :-||||.||:':3 down and fl-l.‘::'1|.||.l| Irl-I:|'|: this

man was stone dedd—and they did not Enow of it

Woe passer paszed two other men also on the verg: of

on from one wine to another,

death—a Catholic Priest, stooping low over anothér man, ¢onfessing him, with his hand to his
mouth lest his neighbour ghould hear him.

[ mever saw such a place in my life, though I have hieard of it in olden fimes of Irish
famine.

A few here and there were sitting up and seemed getting better.  YWhat food have yon 7™

we have bread for hall

[ eaid to' the Doctors. * Ah, Monsieur, very lit ‘a day, and they have

written to us to say they can give us no more.” “ What meat have you?” “We have none,
|

RESs Oné

but we must make a requisition on the ln':.:ul':utl].u man of the place for an ox. It ta

eich day to make soup, and up to this we have oot one with the sreatest '.ill‘-.»-uh}‘ but every

1 1 LI T4 1, 1 Bl : L
vet: what ‘we shall do. What wine have

day the difficulty increases, and 1 do not knos

vou ?” % Ah, Monsieur, that is a mest necessary thing for our sick ones, but we have only a

ive about ten |_||III,|:'-'~ i I.1I:'I_'-'

0o takg the &

faw bottles whi

amone the 5207 vou a baker if we rave vou Hour?' * Yes, Mongieur, we can

make the bread if we had the flour, bot we have no money. We wi much your friend

the doctor would help uns; if he will come, we would put the whole thing in his care in
four or five days when we want to leave, and some of the wards at once.” Dr. Davis said he
wouldl be delichted. I said that we would send them flour and wine. I found that they
must have 400 1bs. of flour a l:!:'.l‘-. and ':'iu-}' ought to have 500 hottles of wine a l:l:l.:t.

yvphus cases at St. Bartholomew's

D 1"’;|'|.'i_-- R he |'|'|!'.I-I!'l.:- & ozs. of Eilll". 1 II:l_'n.' for t

Hospital, which is muck more than one bottle of vin ordinaire, To do the thing properly

would cost, I think, from £30 to £50 a day
This morning I got up early and sent out there by half-past ten 800 Ibs. of flour, and
two casks, containing about 300 bottles of wine. This is to last for three or four days, and 1

hope to he able to .-L|H-|'-' them with all I]!-.-_x' want: but we J'.'-|iI-I!'-Z' MOnEy. I have not yet

ra from Ireland, 2o I don't know what you and others have sent me. 1 ‘hope fo

oet them immediately from Brussels, we shall, VY., go at thiz hospital with vigour in the

IEEn e,

Your affectionnte Son,

THOMAS WELDON THRENCH.

I.8.—Sinee writing the above T have heard that in three days 200 are to be =ent out

of that, which will reduce our expenses immenzely. 1am sending off a friend to B

letters to-i

FTOWY .







-




n the Bth of Sep. I arrived 1n London, with lettera from my
“t%ﬂ tn Mr. Gladstome and Lord Granville asking them to give me
helr aid in goling out to the seat of war to help the sick and wounded.

I was anxlous to present these letters, as also immediately to
procure supplies in the way Df corceqtrqteu food for the wounded and

R T 2. a DO o = LTI R P e S FE
of

= 2]

e | r.
—']F 'u-\;,l\g 1___/:. e & el
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Steh'were ohe - shnort COoOe vl wa- bout
five minutes and he recommended me besliwv. ages
4% yards long by 2 ins. broad to 4 ins.; do. d6. rgye.— .. . 2% ina.
to 4 ins. broad; some lint, and some soft cotton waddi NE .«

He also gave me a letter tu the chief clerk at S8t. (Bartholomew's)
to help me to get these things at the best place 1n London. The
Doctor wzs golng off to Kill“rne? for some change of alr as he had been
closely worked in London. I pressed on him to come out to Sedan to
help there. I felt that a medical man could do so muich more than s
civilian with the wounds and I told him how humanly speaking he might
gave the lives of many a poor soldier, through knowledge which I had
not .

He seemed to like the idea and altho' he started off for Killarney
I thought that very likely he would yet come out to aid among the
wounded.




On the Bth of Sep. I arrived 1n London, wlith letters from my
father to Mr. Gladstome and Lord Granvlille asking them to give me
thelr aid in going out to the seat of war to help the slek and wounded.

I was anxlous to present these letters, as also Immediately to
procure supplies iIn the way of concentrated food for the wounded and
a small supply of the beat bandages and lint etec. which might be of
use in dressing their wounds.

In passing through Dublin, I met my friend Dr. Davis, House
Physician of St. Bartholomew's Hoapital, and I got from him a list of
the most useful articles for the wounded,as well as the following few
short directions as to what I should do, supposing I were thrown amongst

g lot of wounded and no Doctors near:

In dressing an inclsed wound.

I. First stop hemorrhage by pressure. If oozing only, expose
parts to action of alr and pour cold water on 1t.
Remove forelgn matter by cold water; if possible avold
irritation by useless handling.
Obtain and maintain co-aptation of the parts by adhesive
plasters and bandages.
Then maintain absolute rest.
Elevate the affected parts.
Should suppuration set in use poultices.
Should the parts appear gangrenous, use stimulating lina-
ments (suech as Turpentine, ete.) with the poultices.
Take lint and immerse 1t in linament and put 1t over the
poultices.

Such were the short code of directions which he gave me 1ln about
five minutes and he recommended me besides to take out linen bandages
4} vards long by £ ins. broad to 4 ins.; do. do. 7&yards long by E} ins.
to 4 ins. broad; some lint, and some soft cotton wadding.

He also gave me a letter to the chief clerk at St. (Bartholomew's)
to help me to get these things at the best place in London. The
Doctor was golng off to Killarney for some change of alr as he had been
elosely worked in London. I pressed on him to come out to Sedan to
help there. I felt that a medical man could do so much more than a
civilian with the wounds and I teold him how humanly speaking he might
save the lives of many a poor soldier, through knowledge which I had
not.

He seemed to like the 1desa and altho' he started off for Killarney
I thought that very Ilkely he would yet come out to ald among the
wounded.




Next morning when 1 arrived in London, 1 went oif at once to

call on lMr. Gladstone, He had just come to town on important business
and recommended me to call on Col. Lloyd Lindsay and tell him my
business when he would probably help me. I started off for 2 St.

Martin's Place where for the first time I saw a flag flying with the
red croas. Three days after I saw hundreds floating from almost every
house in Sedan and 1ts neighbourhood and each flag denoted the presence
of wounded men.

I went up stairs with some difficulty as the stalrcase, halls etc.
were crowded with cases full of bandages, old linen, lint ete. ete. for
the wounded. In the midst of bales golng and coming I observed a Lady
quletly noting down all the receipts and departures and giving direct-
ions to those around her. I asked who she was and they told me "That
1s Mlss Xerner daughter of Sir Harry ‘Eerner".

I

Upstairs there were 2 rooms one in which Cap. Burgess with many
secretaries and many coming and golng was busy wrlting - and an inner
room occupled only by Col. Lloyd Lindsay and Sir Harry R@rner.

V

I asked could I see Col. Lindsay and was immediately shown in
there, he was very busy but most courteocusly received me, I showed him
my letters and those from my father whose book (Realities of Irish
Life) he seemed to be acquainted with.

I told him that I was going out with what money I could afford
to spend myself and with the sole intention to devote myself to the
aid Temporal as well as Spiritual of the poor wounded ones now lying
in and about Sedan.

¥

After having read my letters most carefully with Sir Harry “Kerner,
Col. Lindsay said "Well Mr. Trench if you will put yourself under our
"Society and our directions, we shall be most happy to employ you and
"to furnish you with means, for we have the one object at heart - and I
"believe you will do your best."

I felt greatly obliged to Col. Lindsay and as he was just ecalled
away, I told him that I would give him my reply in a few minutes.

I thought over hls kind offer - of the means which probably would
be placed at my disposal in comparison with the small amount which T
was now starting with, but at the same time I felt that I was surrend-
ering my liberty to work where perhaps I might feel the most urgent call,
I was to place myself under men who however good, might not take the
same view of things as I should, and I determined that even tho' he
gave me no assistance of any sort, I would remain free and untrammelled
so that with the help of God, I might work where ever I ssw the need
was greatest - so when he came back, I sald "Col. Lindsay I have thought
over your most kind proposal. | feel highly honored by the confidence
which you repose in me, but on the whole I prefer to go free, working
wherever 1 see the need to be the greatest, and so while I thank you




most sincerely for your great kindness I must decline it. Should
you think well to entrust me with any money I should do my best to
spend 1t, in the most useful way, and if not I shall still remain
thankful to you and Sir Harry for all your kindness."

"Well Mr. Trench if you will retire for a little the Committee
wlll consider what they will do.' I bowed and retired.

In a short time I was recalled and Col. Lindsay said "Mr. Trench
the Commlittee feellng sure that you will make a good use of the money
confided to your care will be happy to entrust you with a £100 which
you will spend as you think best in aid of the sick and wounded."

4 £100 was at the time a large sum to me and the manner in which
it was given and the kind hints as to my journey which Sir Harry con-
tinually gave me, doubly enhanced 1ts walue.

"And you may go down stalrs Mr. Trench and choose any case you like
and take it with you." lere again I fear I must have been thought
very rude, for I said that I should prefer even tho' I paid for it
taking with me a case of the most useful things rather than a case 50%
of which might be useleazs articles put 1In by some kind but ignorant
0ld Lady, even tho' I got it for nothing. At thls time they had not
I think had time to assort all the different cases of goods which has
since been done I believe, before they were forwarded to the seat of
war - which assortment I have since learned was much needed. I told
him how I had been to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, had seen the Clerk
who was most kind. He had taken me to a Mr. Arnold an instrument msker
who at once provided me with two dozen bandages made up in the best
manner, 20lbs of 1lint, 10 lbs of cotton wadding, a lot of adhesive
plaster and & seclssors - _gbout £17 worth altogether - all lightly
packed in one case which/fo be ready for me in the evening.

I went to Fortnum and Masons and found he had some concentrated
esaence of Beef Tea 1like Lieblgs only without the weight of the pots
which 1a very great with Liebig.

So I emptied his house of all he had - 80 lbs - and beslides that
he gave me 30 Tins of arrow-rcot, 20 Tins of cocecoa and mlilk, 30 Jars
of Lieblgs and 10 packages of chocolate sticks - all most useful artiecles
end he had all ready for me in the evenling. Both Houses kindly took
off nearly 20 per cent as it was for the wounded.

I told Col. Lindsay what I had done. He highly approved of what
I had bought and in the kindest way added that 1f T brought the bllls
to him he would settle them. He thus allowed me to start with my
hundred pounds clear in addition to what I brought myself - and asorely
needed was the same £100 by many a poor hungry wounded man to whom it
brought relief.




I was also free to go where the necd was greateat - and I have
ever since been thankful for the liberty.

1 stepped into the train with all my goods that evening at
Charing Cross and found myself next day in Brussels at the Hotel de
Saxe. The Table d'Hote was crowded with French Refugees who with
their Families were escaping from the horrors of war. Even at my
hotel in London it was full of French who had come over with their
horses carriages and all their goods into a land of safety.

Every Hotel in Brussels was equally crowded with French People.
There were comparatively few English for the same war whieh drove the
French abroad kept the English at home.

Next day I started for Sedan. Nobody had been there as yet and
nobody knew anything about it or how to get there. I saw the Rallway
which came nearest to it was by Me¥ibres so I determined to go there
but on arriving on the French Frontier at the small but fortified town
of Giv8t, I found everything changed. The station master told me the
tralns were stopped along that line and that I must go and call on the
Colonel who commanded the town if I wanted a train. I started off
forthwith lemving all my luggage and boxes there; I observed that I
was looked on with suspicion and that my mission was doubted, by even
the Custom house officers who opened my boxes and looked at the soup.

However 1 went to the Commander and showed him all my letters
and begged of him to forward me on as it was for the wounded - he was
cilvil enough and went back with me to the station master and between
them 1t was arranged that I should start next day for Me¥idres at -
6 o'elock a.m. In the meantime I was to make myself comlortable at
the Hotel for that might and the Colonel sent a scldier with me to
show me the way. "Your countrymen are very much in favor of the Prus-
sians are they nott" said the French soldier locking at me sideways.
"Oh not all" I sald, "There is a large number in Ireland, my country,
all in favor of the French." "Ah Les Flniants?" he said "Yes I have
heard of them they don't like the English". "Not at all" I said. He
seemed much pleased and interested about the Fenlans and I was very
glad when we got to the Hotel. Here they received me as they would
any stranger and I went out for a stroll.

I very soon perceived that wherever I went I was watched: the
town was full of groups of men of the Garde Mobile and soldiers.
Nobody seemed to be dolng anything except talking of the war but when
I passed they often stopped and asked who I was - could he be a Prus-
slan Spy?
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Making
the most
of your
generosity

| Libby Purves
Y| Asking for your support

A MEWSPAPER is a curious
thing, in an age of ubiquitous
Tiw electronic news. IEis 4 con-
duit for events, for arguments,
passions and emotions: it both
conveys  and  explaing  the
times 10 those who live in
them. But no newspaper is a
neutral conduit. Every day. in
every department. it riakes de-
cisions which are very like any
other sef of human choices.
What matters? What i maost
urgeni? Which enterprises are
worthwhile, and which ane
frivolous? What stories need o
be twdd., what appeals for
justice hepded?

Readers choose their news-
paper because, on balanos and
discounting the odd moment
of infuriation. they like the idio-
syncratic  choices  that it
makes. S0 when it comes 1o
the Christmas Appeal. a paper
hopes that again, readers will
rrust its judgment and iis be-
Fief that of all the clamouring
causes in the land the few
which are selecied deserve to
be singled out for generosity.

They are rarely the big hit-
ters, the most famous and sup-
ported charities: this year in
particular there is a tight focus
1o the Times appeal. The two
causes are here for the simple
and intimate reason thai
mast of the year Peter Stoth-
ard. our Editor, has been
away from his desk and under

treatment for a relatively rare
form of cancer. Nothing con-
centrates the mind like seeing
a colleague. who always
looked perfectly all right o
you, stepping suddenly off the
merry-go-round into ihe tense
world of sickness. and hring-
ing hack a ringside view of the
plight of those worse off.

S0 the first cause for his
paper this Christmas is the re-
search laboratory of Drs Hoch-
hauser and Caplin, who are in-
vestigating treatments for neu-
roendocrine cancer of the pan-
creas, As yet, there is no specif-
ic charity which supports this
work: it is at the cutting edge.

But rare as this disease may
be, the lines the
are following are thought ]lk:-
Iy 1o kead not only 1o effective
attacks on pancreatic mours
but on others, including lung
and breast cancer,

While research  advances,
however, the immediate need
of any cancer patient and their
loved ones is information. Clin-
icians are hard-pressed; a1 the
moment of diagnosis patients
often struggle to take in all the
detail. Bewilderment and un-
certainty add (o suffering.

In 1984 a young doctor at
Bart's, Vicky Clement Jones,
had an mwerahkmamnwn
cer diay
the idea of Cam:rBACL.‘P o
combat what she saw as a

0On Monday: how to help CancerBACUP,
the listening charity

FOR

Wik £

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
THE QUIET CANCER
THE ROYAL FREE APPEAL

1 would like to donate to the Times Christmas Appeal for
The Quiet Cancer The Royal Free Appeal

I enclose my cheque made payable 1o
Trustess for the The Roval Free NHS Trust

~Cheque No.
{Please write your nam, sdderss and card number on the hack of the cheque)
Or, please debit my Visa/Mastercard

Yalug €.

CEREEINNENMRERE

[1]

Expiry date_...........

LI I ———
SIGNATURE

Please post coupon and remitiance in
Grant G286
Trustees for the Royal Free NHS Trust
Pond Sireet
London NW3 200G
I s ekl el Sl 1 it Rlrmalton s ofers fom cofenisrtons
cavefolly selecied by The Times, please 1ok ]

Images from past appeals, clockwise from top lefi: Colonel Loyd l.ind {8700, an otter (197), Paul Carvlin (1997) and Honduras (1998)

Appeals you answered earlier

“conspiracy of silence” sur-
rounding the disease.

She wanted, she said. Ib
“kick cancer out of the close
and offer clear, practical |n-
formation and emotional sup-
En. She died two years later:

r charity, meanwhile. has
had immense success with
walk-in centres, a wehsite, and
crucially a freephone advice
service enabling patients and
their families to talk to an ex-
pert for as long as t

Vet Cancer BACUP has been
a victim of its own sucoess, Of
192500 calls last year. only
44.000 coubd be answered.
Times readers’ donations will
0 towards the cost of recruit-
ing another experienced can-
cer nurse for the call centre.

The overarching themes in
our choices are life, and hope.
and regeneration: Christmas
themes for thie heart of a dank,
dark winter.

Pater Stothard, page 22
Christmas Appeal, Times &

BY VIRTUE of its neputation,
circulation, and great age, The
Times can sometimes speak
with a very loud vosce. When it
addresses an audience that is
by nature intelligent. beneve-
lent and generous, the results
can be impressive.

Our readers know what an
effective conduit we can be,
and none knew better than Col
Robert Loyd Lindsay, VC. re-
tired hero of the Crimea. who
‘wrode to us as Bismarck was

ing Paris in 1870, Anx-
ious that the privations of Bala-
clava should not be repeated
in Paris, he appealed to Times
readers to donate for
an equal distribution of hu-
manitarian aid o both sides in
the Franco-Prussian war.

Lindzay et the ball rolling

wn]:a huge personal donation

£1.000; the Prince of Wales
am:l Florence Mightingale im-
micdiately wrote ketters of sup-
port. The result was the crea-
tion of an organisaton we
know as the British Red Cross.

Within weeks readers of The
Times had raised  E40.000,
which was handed over in
equal amounts 10 the
and Prussian governments for
humaniurian relief.

The link between The Times
and the Red Cross endured.
During the First World War
this new: r administered
an al that raised no less

million as a modest
balm on the untold suffering
of that conflict.

When The Times bed the Brit-
ish Red Cross 125th birthday
appeal in 1995, it helped w0
boost the charitys funds to

EB2 million in a single }.!::fr.
maore than £92.000 of it from
Times readers.

Girean wars aside, suffering
on 4 smaller scabe never goes
avway. When Hirricane Mitch
iore the heart oui of Central
America two years ago, our
readers comtributed mare than
E23,000 10 pay for the building
and transport of a new hridge
from a factory in Chepstow 10
one of the most devastated
areas of Honduras where
more than G000 - people
were homeless, many of them
cut off by floodwaters.

Offten the hardest misfor-
tunes 1o bear are those that

arise from the imperfections of

our own being. Three years
ago The Times gave its sup-
part 1o the paediatnic depart-
mentof Guy's Hospital in Lon-
don. Readers were moved by

the life story of Paul Carviin,
the youngest “blue baby” to
SUrVive open-heart surgery at
the ape of nine months, and
still thriving in adulthood de-
spite multiphe scherosis.

Generous  donations  from
Times readers helped the hos-
pital’s rescarch project into
heart surgery for the very
young. As a result the chances
of deformed infants surviving
into 3 normal adultheod are
significantly enhanced.

In past years we have also
been able o help species other
than our own. In 1997 we pro-
wided a boost to the atter res-
cue fund at Eilan Ban, once in-
hahited by Gavin Maxwell, ag-
thar of Ring OF Bright Water,
ungler threat from the founda-
tions of the road bridge to the
Isle of Skye. The isbet is once
again a wildlife sanctuary.




er's Questions

tary Labour Carmpaign for Nu-
clear Ill-.llm.\lm.-n
id: “This has
with the defenoe
uniry and everything
10 do with going with the fiow
in Europe and h{l"lll ing a Exro-
pean superstate.” He
‘He is ereating European
Ay |mur\|h|n bt e,
building I-ump..;:l ST
1 yihing but name
and unless he is stopped. he
will leave us with a United
Kingdom only in name.”
Mr Blair said the Conserva-
Im.' leader had hardened h1\

5 I'h.LI\h{'r ”’IL E'rlmL
o7 said 'Ill\. policy. was
supported by Pre
ton and by G
Chitrdes G i
Defence
Mr Blair said there was no
proposal  for @ Europes
army. The force “nuleimx

n would have to o
to every individual mi sion.

He said: “The idea that British
IFOOPS  AFE  oir o be
m.mhnl off by the Brussels
nin a Euroarmy is

e
O 23 separate military opser-
ions since 19900 Invedving
. A were not under UK
command and [T were non-

Natn, It was absurd that Brit-
ish troops could be deploved
alongside forces from Argenti-
na, India. Pakistamn, b
e the nest of the
not nich
troops, Mr Blair said.

Geoff Hoon, the Defence
Secretary, later made a stae-
menl et
tails and =aid it developed
from the ELf common foreign
and security policy &

K2 imi the M
Mr Hoon empha
volvernent both of non-EL

tions that are in
oountrics soeking
ship, and he seoused the Con-
servatives of deliberately mis-
leading the public.
lain Duncan Smith. Con-
ive defence spokesman,
mocked the notion that the Eu-
ropean Rapid Reaction Forge
wonld confine itself 10 peace-
keeping  and  humanitarian
sks in Europe, saving its op-
erational range within 2500
f Brussels exiended o
nd the Middlke East.
siructure  mirroned
and was bound o dupli-

>

=
=
=~
~

T
v

e E T

cate and dilute Nato's effective-
ness, Mr Duncan Smith said.

John Major (C. Huntimg-
don), called for the proposals
o be dropped at once, saying
they were iotally differemt
from his policy and might
weaken the US%s traditional
commitment o Europe. The in-

ust beat hospital bugs’

al the NHS Execu-

dmitied  that it

should be possible to reduce

the rate of infecton by 15 per
saving EIS0 mill

and compliance with
iene such as handw \|1II'IL 5
Hinexcusably” poor. they say
Liviel Eravis, the cofmimille:
Tt rvuast e ad-

=avs. This shoricomin
Iy due 1 poor inform
tems and is unlikely to
recicd for three 1o four yes
“A reotand-branch shift -
wards prevention will be need
ed at all levels if hospital-ac-
quired infection is to he kept
unider contral,” it adds.
Thie comamittes alsoe calls for
more infechion control nurses,
there is al least one
se 10 250 beds. But
s high throughpui

high levels of bed oeeupancy.
The repart
that infiections which oecu
ter a patient has been di
charged should also be moni-
tored; between 30 and 70 per
cent of surgical nd infec-
i ATRC.
poor  pre-
ctice and misuse

of drug-resistant in-
the report adds.
“Hospital hygiene is crucial

should be npldu‘d byas 1p,|L
meritoeratic rid

hiative wis a political one with
na military

al caj , n secure chain of
commeand and would under-
mikne Nate, he' said.

Menzies Campbell, Liberal
Democrat — defence  spok:
mun, weboomed the policy,
ing Europe could no longer ex-

Members Bill. under the
nute rule, seeking o e
thie honowrs system and

said more honours should be
awarded on the basis of public
norination. He said: *This
outckaiedd system does no credil
o @ mation that has just en-
tered & new millennium. This
country in particular should
be striving o break down its

honours systerm based on an

Sl

pect the US to come o its as-
sistance in conflicls \'ul'|l<|< Ko
SONG §

MP called by the Spe

cised the instiative because its
structure wis not within Nato

Leading article and
Letters, page 23

er should be awarded a lesser
honour than a felevision pre-
senier oF 2 wealthy induesirial-

ist who had made a donation |

to @ paeflitical party.

Erie Forth (L, Bromley and
Chislehurst) called the
asgaull on tradition, he
and history.

“Hi has a twisied and bitter
approch 1o these  mallers
which simply is not shared by
the thousands of people who
happily every year accept well-

PARI.IAMENT
IN BRIEF

Promise on
Downing
murder case

Tony Blair told the Commuans
b wouldd take & personal
interest in the of Stephi
Dowmning. who has spent 27

} PrisOn on a

etion for murder which

| is hum, challenped.

Patrick MeLoughlin (C,
Wes| Derbyshire) asked why
it-had taken so long for his
case o be referred o the

that Downing be IIL'L'(I on
bail when his case was heard
Mr Blair undertook o contact

| Mr McLoughlin about it.

| Don't ban all cod

fishing, MPs urge
MPs appealed to (h\.‘

at Westminster Hall that
miany fish processing
business already faced

| bankrugtcy.

Boycott Burma,
minister says

| John Battle. ihe Foreign

Office Minister. urged
tourists o boyeott Burmz,
saying they would otherwise
help 1o prop up a vicious
military dictatorship. He said
an entry fee of E143 that
wvisilors are reuined 1o pay
thaat re; Hrl’ll inits
and brutal .

| Quote of the day

€ The idea that British
roops are going to be
marched off by
Brussels in & Euro army
is just a Euro scare ?
Tany Blalr

Today in Parliament

Commoni: 11 300, EACHION Al
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