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A SKETCH OF THE GROWTH OF TH
IRGERY OF THE FRONT IN FRANCE.
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TREATMENT OF WOUNDS IN REGIMENTAL AID POSTS AND
FIELD AMBULANCES OF THE SECOND ARMY.
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Rules for the Surgery of Regimental Aid Posts and

Field Ambulances of the Third Army.
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,

BrimisH Armies IN FRANCE.

operating gowns, or linoleum for a floor or pullsys for a splint.
The all important thing is that we can rely on getting all these,
and a hundred others, from the B.R.0.S., and also that we can get
them quicklye. There are also lots of articles which the Army
does not pretend to supply andwhich the B..C.S. doss supply for
that very reason. And I am quite clear in my own mind that these
smaller things are the things that really matter. It is for these
that the soldiers look to us = the Red Cross = and not for the gross
things which are more Government concerns.

You know that I have been at the front since September,l1914,
and no one has had more experience than I have had in that time of
all that our men have gone through, and all that the Casualty
Clearing Stations and Field Ambulances have done for them. You at
home know that you have done much to help us, but you really don't
know or fully realize how much you have helped us, or how much we
have relied on the B.R.C.S. for support which has never failsd.

My own feeling is that we ought to save in every other possible way
before we curtail expenditure on those stores and supplies which
are in so special a way the wvery things for which everyone looks

to the Red Crosas, and never loocks in vain.

I confess that T feel almost selfish in writing to ask you
not to curtail your expenditure in France, because I amcoreious
that I have become s0 accustomed to turm to the B.R.UC.S5. for help
that I should be much handicapped if I know that we had to be more
economical in the requests for stores of wvarious kinds.On the other
hand I am sure you would not like that I should not tell you how
invaluable has been the help we have always had and how much we
should feel it if expenditure had to be cut down.

Yours sincerely,
Sir Robert A.Hudson,Xt.,

8% Pall Mall,
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afficiency of on administration which has won the confidence and approval

of our Lroops.
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A Hote on the Wounded AT ROUEN on July 24th & 25th,1918./

N N O [ S - O - M N N i A S e e iy o i - e S o s S -

I wisited the ROUEN Basse Hospltals with the Conmsulting
Surgeons on July 24th and 25th and ascertained the comditiom of the
wounded from the 5lst and 82nd Divisions who had pasesd through the
50th Casualty Clearing Station after the fighting of July 20th,21at,
22nd apd 23rd. The following had arrived in the Hospitals I visited.
The Irain journéys had occupied from 84 to 26 hours.

lgt Australlan 328
10 General. 380
12 ” 505
3 451

223

4z7

_B824

T ki, 20168 Of these pix had died.
Twalva had undsrgone amputations.
Eleven had had serioue Ga8 gAngrena.

A very large proportion of the woumds had been caused by rifle and
machine gun bullets, and very few by shrapnel bullets.
With some exXceptlons, the woundas had mot been execlsed at the front,
and very feaw were in a condition for sarly suture im consesgueance of
the lapsse ol Two or more days after injury before arrival at the Bage.
Host of thege patisnts with abdominal apd thoracic wounds had been
retained at the front.
Fractures of the femnr had generally beem well splinted after operation
but fractures of the leg amnd of the upper extremity, with few exceptions.
wore aither not splinted at all or else ware imperi'ectly splinted with
atraw or small piecea of wood.
Some of the patients arrived with the firet field dressing still
unchanged.
1t was evident that No. B0 C.0.8., had had more work than could be
thoroughly dems, but the general condition of the patisénts was good,
and dsaths had been Teaw. Very few patients required immediats
amputation on arrieal, and it might therefore be concluded that patisnte
reguiring primary amputation had all been opsrated upon at the front.
A good many amputated cases had already arrived.
The most unsatisfactory thing was the absence of splinte for fractures,
and I have pever seen during the last thres years so many unaplinted
limba.
It 1e,I think, evident that neither the Field Ambulances nor the
gapualty Olearing Stations had been supplied with nearly enough splinta
considering t.at they were leave cur own Army Area, and wers at a
distance from supplies.

I would suggest that in the future, if Casualty Clearing
gtations and Fierd Ambulances are detached from the British Zone --

(1) They should take with them not less than thres "raams® asm
reinforcementa.

(2) That eplinte sufficient for the treatment of the fractures
found in 2000 or 3000 wounded should be taken with their
equlpment. The actual pumbers reguired can be eaplly
gatimatod.
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woret forms of gas gang ; and that there was no such prave.'iim-:'re after

the recent fighting.

ﬂ. Af regards the naturs of the wounds, there were the usual wvery

large numbers of superfilcial injuries always met with where bullet wounds

&y

are of freguent coocurrsnca, On the
find that a very large number of mevsrsly
and it is
wounded m hava bean rescusd of of this may be found
about 800 pationts wlth fr ss of the femur arrived
=night followlng lMapr
g away Trom the battlafield than thess.

Tha 3 previcusly formed by the expsrisnce of
three yoars a8 to the cesss Which-can or camnot be safely moved ito the
base vwvery sdon after injury wers confirmed on thils ocomslon.

(a) Heed cases travelled well.
{(b) Chest cases travelled badly

(o) Abdominal wounds not treated by operation at the front were

genarally fatal.

(4) Patiernts suffering from shook, haemorrhage, or multiple wounds,
travelled badly

{a) Practures of the limbs t?ﬂ?ﬂll?f wall, becauss they were generally
vary wall mplinted, and in this respesot there hag hasn
the greateat possible advanes during the last year or
eighteen monthsa. The gplints now in use ars
infinitely superi tn those of former yeare; aml the
results obtained ¢ gorreapondingly better.

The treatment of frastures of ths femur in hospltals where tie y
ars collected in special wards and under special
surgecns, has besn compleately supcegaful. The results
obtainad ao far have been very good.

The Bage Hospitals were; &g & rule, able to deal patisfacto

all the easss they received. hay ¥ provided with larger
ataffas than usual, aml their operating theatre asocommodation has hesn
greatly inoreassed durlng ths past few months. The newly=trained
¥Nursa Anassthetishta® dis ¥ good work, both at the Casmlty Clearing
Stations to which they went and also at the base hospitals. I think
more niirsas should be treined.
8. I have vigited all the hospitals at the various bases (exoept
those at Havre and Etretat) on several siong during the past threes
waaks, and am satisfied that tl urgioal work has besn exoellent and

that diffioculties have besn thoroughly well met and magtered. Many

Lo als) LR LS Lt S =] = - J I:‘ == LI = i T B i | s JEER - ] 218 B
88 opar Il ] I' ] i’ Alg Fi
- 15 " an 5] o B [ ]
I 1 { E 8 H 8o B OED 1
i r.'tj () =) BT E 18 Iy r 3 17 1 £

Bvarape




averaga of over 100
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hospltals is
stalffa, but

gapabllities the gperators, to the a yf the theatres and

supply of good anassthatisto.

imilar appointr

have proved vory
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