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Copy of the 'Waterloo' letter given me by Cordon-Taylor and sent by me to tha

R-..Fl.-lﬁ..ﬂ.. E.'I.IE.E'LIE- .ﬁp

Addrassed to Richard James Eaq
Inmbleton nr Evesham
Worcestershire

England

Brussels June 29th 1815

Dear Brother,

I have written to you meccording to your desire to give an account
of the first battle. I had not the honor of being present therefore I shall
not be able to give you such a satisfactory sccount of it ms I oould had I been

on the Field., It seems }hﬂt Buonaparta's intention was to make one desperats

effort and orush our Army for which purpose he had collected the greater part of
his foroe and I am eorry to say he had too nearly succeeded as you will perceive
by the following. The Duke of Wellington was not apprised of Bucnaparte's
advance till late on the 15th. Immediately the 5th Divieion bad orders to march
to meet bhim. This was the only part of our Army here at that time. The Duke
didn't leave till 7 o'clock m.m. on the 16th. Buonaparte had been fiting (sic)
with the Frussians the day preceding and obliged them to retreat. Our Army

was engaged at 2 o'clook p.m. of the 16th and woet desperate fiting commenced and
which terminated in favour of the French owing to their immense fnrﬂa and the
Duke fell back to receive reinforcements which were coming up. Nothing of any
importance was done on the 17th but on the 18th there was a general engagement
which was most bloody and desperate. The French fought better than ever they
wersa known and were not the British Army almost invineible it must have been :
beaten. The French were not defeated til1l evening and befors it was doubtful

ag to our success. Thirty thousand Prussians arrived about the time the French
began to retreat which of course greatly Assisted at the importdint crisis. The
Duke exposed himself very much, he was at the Head of the Army. The Duks naver
was opposed to Buonaparte before and I am very glad he has been so successful.

I have been axtremely fatigued having so many wounded to attend. I was up
on only the three first nighta after the engagement. We have had lots of lags
and arma to lop off. The inhabitants are most particularly kind to the wounded;
their attention to them is unremitting. I have not given you any minute partic-
ulars of the Battle as you will see them in the papers. Thers was a general
report here that we had been defeated. The oconsequence was that many retreated
to Antwerp. GSome of ocur Department had the honor and felieity of riding upon
Waggons aso far. For my part I gave myself up to be taken and all of us that
remained behind. I oannot say more at present. Hemember me to all. I am
yours sinceraly

J« James.

-

P.83. I received the money quite safe. I have not left Brussels since I came
neither do I want for the gentleman with whom I am billetted is most particularly
polite and he gives me as much wine asm I choose to drink. The news here is now
that Buonaparts has abdicated the throne in favour of his son; this is only a
finesse of his to gat a little time to recruit his army. But the Allies will
not pay much attention to him on that score, I should think (sic) lmowing him

80 wall befores
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Fromi ll-iﬂr Ganaral H.E. nlm.l.!,. E-B-l .'c-, (hﬂﬂdjl --“'";'l ¥y, * Shig

ReAM.Ce Himtorical Museum,
Keogh Barracks,

Ash Vala,

ALDERSHOT , Hanta.

Ei
Farnborough 41481 axt ({‘”I\ May, 1965,

o

T.Es Guffie Eaqe, Mele, F.R.Hiat.3.,

Hon. =diter,

Journal of tha Sociaty for Army Historianl
ofo The Library,

Jld Nar Uffice Buildins, ‘hitehall, Lendon

¥hile zoing throuzh our Taterloo matarial the other dny
I came across rathar an intereating letter on the batitle wriilen
by Zurgoon James.

I seem to have read a review of a book on his journals
pablished during tha last Paw weels but I do not think the author
can hava had access to the snclosed which was given to us by Sir
Zachary Cope wio, in turn had it from Sir Gordon Gordon=Taylor,
both wery keen Army ‘ledieal Historians.

I think Jzmes's ipitizl should be *I' apd not 'J'. The
following ars the particulars of ths onlv James I can find in our
recordas who was in the Taterloo Cammaim.

igaag James

dgopital Assisiant 12 Yay 1815
half pay 24 Daoc 1815
fall pey M July 1821

Asaigtant Surgoon Tth Foot 19 Nov 1821
Staff Surgeon 12 Sep 1824
died at Halta 19 Jul 1825
¥atarleoo Campaim.

Af thia is the 150 anniverasary year of the battle I thougat
parhaps the letter mizht be of zome intsrest to readers of the Journal.

Lookdng JoTward %o 3sedng ;ou 23 tue As.G.ds on tha 25t0.




Copy of the ‘'Waterloo' letter given me by Gordon-Taylor and sent
by me to the R.,A.M.C. Museum.
Addressed to Hichd James Esg
Dumbleton nr nvesham Brussels June 29th 1815
Worsegtershire
sngland

Dear Brother,
I have writien to you according to your desire to

give you an account of the first battle. I had not the honor of

being present tuerefore I shall not be able to give you such a
satisfactory account of it as I could hed I besen on the Field. It
scems that Buonaparte's intention was to make one desperate effort
and erush our Army for which purpose he had collected the greater
part of his force and 1 am sorry to say he had too nearly suecceeded
a8 you will perceive by the following. The Duke of Wellington was
not appriced of Buonaparte's advance till late on the 15th, Immed-
iately the 5th Division had orders to march to meet him. This was

the only part of our Army here at that time. The Duke didn't leave
till 7 o'elock a.m. on the 16th. Buonaparte had been fiting (siec)
with the rfrussians the day preceding and obliged them to retresat.

Our Army was engaged st 2 o'eloek p.m. of the 1l6th and most desperatd
fiting commenced and whieh terminated in favour of the French owing
to their immense foree and the Duke fell back to recelve reinforce-
ments which were coming up. Nothing of any importance was done on the
17th but on the lsth there was a general engagement whieh was most
bloody and desperate. The French fought better than ever they were
known and were not the British Army salmost invineible it must have
been beaten. The French were not defeated till evening and before

it was doubtful as to our success. Thirty thousand Frussiang arrive

about the time the French begen to retreat which of course greatly




assisted at the important erisis. The Duke exposed humself very
much, he was at the Head of the Army. The Duke never was opposed
to Buonaparte before and I am very glad he has been so successful.
I have been extremely fatigued having so many wounded to attend
I was up on only the three first nights after the engagement. We
have had lots of legs and arms to lop off., The inhabitants are most
partieularly kind to the wounded; their attention to them is unrem-
itting., I have not given you any minute particulars of the Battle
ag you will sece them in the papers. There was a general report here
that we had been defeated. The conseguence was that many retreated
to Antwerp. Some of our Department had the honor and felicity
of riding upon VWaggons so far, For my part Igave myself up to be
taken and all of us that remained behind. I cannot say more at
present. Remember me to all. I am yours sincerely J.James.
P,5. 1 received the money quite safe., I have not left BErussels sines
I came neither do I want for the gentleman with whom I am billetted
is most particularly polite and he gives me as much wine as I
choose to drink. The news here is now that Buonaparte has abdicated

the throne in favour of his son; this is only a finesse of his to

get a little time to reeruit his army. But the Allies will not pay

much attention to him on that score, I shouwld thing (sice) knowing

him so well before.




