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A COMMENT on an ODE of Hor acg,

Jfhewing the Bacchus of the Heathen zo be the JEHOVAH
of the Jews.

By Wirtriam STukELEY

b |
Rector of ALL-SaINTs in Stamford.
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TO THE
HoNoureD and LEARNED

Sir RICHARD ELLYS, Bart.

contemplative perfon that thinks and
confiders the mnature of things, fees
with great amazement the infinite and
inconceivable beauties of the material
world ; he fees the fitnefies, connexi-
ons, dependencies of all the parts of it, the fymmetry
of the whole: and adores the fupreme wifdom and
power that contriv'd and executed fo admirable a plan,
and the goodnefs that fhines thro’ the finifh'd work,
and fupports it. Can we then think that this great be-
ing, the author of all, has been lefs careful of the mo-
ral than of the material world? has he lefs regard to
the far moft worthy part of it, us, the thinking fub-
ftances, that like him (tho’ in a very inferior way) can
pervade the boundlefs fpace, and traverfe all his works,
in whom he has fown fparks of an immortal fire, de-
A 2 rivd




v DEDICATION.

rivd more immediately from his own fountain? there=
fore T wonder at the incogitancy of our modern free-
thinkers, people of learning, that will not {ee the beau-
ty of that profound fcheme of religion, which was car-
ry’'d on from the beginning of the world (I mean from
the fall of man) to its completion and perfection in the
chriftian revelation. To open our cyesa little in this
age, wherein we feem to be willing to overlook it, was
the purport of this {mall publication. We might well
think this the Auguflan age revivid; among other rea-
fons, becaufe our poet Horace is.in every hand. He 12
thought unpolite and out of fafhion that has not a tafte
for his beauties. 1 have endeavour’d too to throw in my
mite that way, tho’ fomewhat out of the vulgar road ;
and to put a celehrated piece of his work into a drefs,
which probably he would not have miflik’d, had he livid
a little longer,  and had thofe happy opportunities which
we have long enjoy’'d: to which his excellent good {enfe
and difcernment in human and divine things would
have fecur'd his ready approbation.

However, what I have endeavour’d at, will fhew, I
hope, that the heathen were not left out of the general
view of providence in that great {cheme, which was
more intimately depofited among the Jews. They had
fuch notices of the matters belonging to it, either ori-
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DEDICATION. \4

ginally imparted to them by God Almighty, or at leaft
borrow'd from the greater fplendor of thofe people in
very early days, as enabled them upon its full manife-
ftation to fee, this was what was ultimately meant in all
their perplex’d theology. And we find it fo by expe-
rience, from the heathen world fo foon and univerfal-
ly embracing the chriftian faith, notwithftanding per-
fecutions and difficulties of old habit and cuftom, of
long deprav'd paflions and a ppetites.

This, the comment I have made upon the Ode,
which is but a very little of what might be faid in this
view, will render fufficiently clear. I leave it to the
reader’s judgment in fhort, and would not appall his
gufto too much with a novel entertainment.

And under your name, Sir, I beg leave to ufher it
into the world, for two reafons: 1. Becaufe you was
pleafed to approve of it, and encourage the publication.
2. As an acknowledgment of the great obligation I lie
under toward you; fo great, that I can’t any otherwife
pretend to difcharge it but by acknowledgment, the
only way your generous nature and fuperior ftation
leaves me to do it; and to render this acknowledgment
as complete as I'am able, I make it publick.

I am




vi DEDICATION. 1g#

I am oblig'd to you too for this very method of doing
it, which is purcly an imitation of you; you have led
us the way of turning all the force of human learning

and clafTical knowledge into its right channel, to make E

it truly fubfervient to the moft excellent purpofes, the VE

illuftration of the fcriptures, and the caufe of religion. 9
Y

Proceed, Sir, to indulge us with more of your com- 50
ments out of your inexhauftible ftore; your fortuitous .

A i ol
thoughts exceed our moft ftudy’d inventions; your ~
learned criticifms are really facred ; and we {hall not ‘?T/ :
ceafe to pray God to lengthen out your valuable life for jﬁ
the caufe of learning and the caufe of religion. Counter ¥y, |
to the modern Tafte you thow, that when united they o fe
only open the brighteft fide of a human charaéter, that Hm:
true learning cannot fubfift but in flrict piety and true Ko
religion. o

I am, -(;L '
a-p
FHonoured and learmed S 1K, /

Your maft cbliged,

and devaored Servant,

I jan. 1735-b.

W. S.
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H E coin which we bave given in the fromtifpiece we may look upon as

the argument of the enfuing difourfe 5 it was fruck by the city of
Maronea in Thrace, where the worfbip of Bacchus was eminent. The
comn is in Beger, Montfaucony end the cabinets of -the curious, This Thra-
cian religion was carry'd thither by Orpheus about g40 years before the
chriftian @ra, during the dvifion of the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah, and
after Sefoftris bad carry’d the fame worfbip into Egypt, which both learn’d
from the Hebrews. as of the former exprefly Clemens Alexandrinus witne/-
Jes, and will appear evident from the work bafare us, The Greeks bad it
from them by means of Pegafus Eleutherius, as they call bim, by their ac-
exfiomed itch of monftrous ﬁzh'c’,"( Pegafus is the name of a fwift fhip or
galley , made in imitation of the Pheenician, which always bad a ber¥s
bead on the posp. Eleutherius. is the name of deification, wbich! the
Greeks gave to this perfon, who brought the facreds of Bacchus among
them ; it is the fame as Liber or Bacchus. ;¢

““ We think not the fame things with others, but they by imitation fpeak
¢ the fame things with us, fays Juftin Martyr of the beathen poets. To
make this plain in relation to the Ode of Horace, which we bave now chojen
to treat on, I fhall purfue the following method. I fhall St give abe Ode,
with fuch a parapbraflick tranflation as I think it will aptly bear, fo as
o cloath it in the form of a divine bymn, founded on the true and original
meaning of the flory; together with the Places in feripture, to which all along
it bas a firid relation. After that T Poall make a perpetual comment #pon
the Ode, to open and explain cvery particular, My end and wiew in it i,
to fbew in this one inflance, among very many olbers, that mankind, ur-
aer the notior of Liber, or Bacchus, Jom of Jupiter, expeded from all
antiquity , the great redeemer, the divine mefiak, who is po other thas
Jehovah of the Jews 5 which was accomply/’d iu the chriftian difpenfation.

This Ode is a very beautiful compofition, and the tngenious author, whe

v v o (B Ot ) Pl e b el Eayi =
wasmajer of the Greek lear HiHE, Twent o P -:P;:E'.-r'r,.}f.'i-i!':hff of it berein.




Horati: Carminum, Lib. 1L

O D E XIX.
FN"B ACCHU M

Acchum in ® remotis ° carmina r:xpfé;rs J )
S widi © docentem, (credite pofters) - /.

] fav?ﬂpfrafg; dfﬁ'emtff & aures i 4
capripedum © fatyrorum acutas. £

b Fvobe | recenti mens ' trepidat metu,

¥ plenog; Bacchi pettore turbidum
Yetatur ; Evohe! parce ™ Liber,
parce gravi metuende ™ thyrfo!

AVl o, % Exod. iii, 1. xvii. 6, 15, xviii. 5. Deut. XxXXil. T4y 30, 32.4]+
e it o Zach, ix. 17. - Luke vil. 34, Ecclus, li. ro. _
e Em XXV /8. v Exod. xvi. to. Deut. i. 19. viii. 15, 16. John xi. 54.
¢ Exod. xv. 1. Numb. xxi. 17. Deur. xxxii. 1. Matth. x. 19.
¢ Gen. xvi. 13. xxxii. Exod. xix. 11. xxiv. 10. Deut. v. 4.
Judg. vi. 22. rho LRI,
T il © Gen. xlix. 10, FExod. xx. 1, 22. xxxii. r6. ‘Matth. v. 1, 2.
Jjaea XXXIW22'y e i, o
f Exod. xv. 20, 21. Numb. xii. 2. Micah vi. 4.
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Paraphraftic Tranflation,
A HymM~ to JEmovan

Saw the LORD (let future times believe)
I teaching to Ifrael’s god-like race, a fong
of triumph: from mount Sinai’s rocky cliff,

eccho’d by Miriam and her female throng.

Jehovah ! by thy {pirit, my mind pofleft,
trembling rejoyces. At the fight of God,

prophetic raptures fill my conicious breaft.
Jehovah! lord of the all-powerful rod !

 Deut. viii. 4. =xxxii. 30. Levit. xxiii. 40. xxvi, 8, Jofhua
xxiii. 10. Judg. iii. 10, 31. Wii. 22. vi. 4. Ziv. 6. -1 1
o0 vl A7 il Kings xviii. 46,
" Exod. vi. 3. xvii. 15. Deut. xxxii. 1.
 Gen. xxviil. 17.  Judg. vi. 22, xiii. 22. Matth, xxviii. 8.
“Judg. fil.10. ¥i. 34, 1 Sam xvi 13. - Aflsn. 13. 2 Pet. i, 21,
' Phal i, 11, 'Wild. wviii. 27. Ifai. v. i. Matth. xxviii. 8.
® Exod. v. 23. Deut. iv, 34. 2 Kings xiii, 5. Pfal. Ixxxi, 6.
cvi. 21. H&€ X .22,
* Frod iv. 14, %0, vii 20, v
Lix. 20, Matth. xxi. 8, 9.

Sam. vil,

+ 9. Judg. vi, 21.  Ifai. Ix. 13.

B Thy

ﬁ/{fﬁ; LY .

CYIL. 2




4 Horatii Carminum.

Fas ° pervicaces Jfit mihi ¥ Thyadas,
Vwinigy fontem, ' Ja&lis &F wuberes
cantare rives, atgue trumncis
lapfa cavis iterare ° mella.

Fas & beate * confjugis additum
v flellis honorem : tettags * Penthei
difjeéta non levi riindg,
thracis & exitium 7 L_}-‘c‘;z;}{f.

Tu fleflis * amnes, tu b yuare barbarum :
Tu © feperatis * Uvidus in fugis,
nodo coerces © Viperino,

Biftonidum, Jine f*"ffﬂf’ de, crines.

Tu cum ° Parentis regna, per Araiui
cohors & Gigantitm ﬁ_-ff;,-'{ﬂ.-re'ﬁ impic,
Rhaccum retorfiftis b Jeonis
unguibis, horribilig; * mala.

e Numb. xii. 1. xvil. 10. Deut. vi. 16, iX. 7y 8, 12, 22, 24,
v 16. Xxxi. 247, XXXl 15, 10, 17, 8. 20

» Exod. zix. 6. Deut. vii. 6. X. I5. xiv. 2. xxvi. 18. Phal
yxiv. Ifai. lxi. 6. Wiid. xvil. 2. Xviil. 13. 1 Yet ii. 9. Rev. i. 6.
V. 10.

s Numb. xx. &, g, 10, 1. Deut. vi. 11I. viii, 8, 15. XXXil. 14.

¢ Numb. xiv. 8. Deut. xxx 13, Ezek. xx. 6./3-

s Exod. iii. 8, 17. X §, Xvi. 3I. xxxiil. 3. Deut. vii. 8,
xxvi. g. xxxii. 13. Jofhua v. 6. Jerem. Xl 5. Ezek. xvi. 19.
xxvii. 17. XXiX. 3.

¢ Matth. i. 20, ix. 15. Xxil. 1. Rev. Xix. 7. xxi, 2. XXii 17.

Dan. xii. 3. Rev. xiL I.

Gen. xix, 5. FEzek. xvi. 49, 50. 2 Pet. ii. 6.
' Exod. iv. 22, Judg. il 31. Pl, cxxxvi. j5. Wil xviil. 5.
CiX, 4
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Paraphraflic Tranflation. 5

Thy conquering race of royal priefts I'll fing :
how from hard rocks the liquid ftreams arofe :

and rills of wine from fandy defarts fpring :
how Canaan’s land with milk and honey flows.

I'll fing the radiant crown the flars among,
the church& guerdon, thy beloved bride ;

and thy vinditive flames on Sodom flung :
or Pharaoh floundring in the briny tide.

Thou dr}-’gﬁ up rivers, at thy hallowed feet
old Jordan and the fea their floods remove.

Thy fpirit in the defarts bleak retreat,
made deadly ferpents falutary prove,

When Gods againft thy fathers throne rebell’d,
thy red right-hand ftruck Satan down to hell

headlong. With human arm by thee upheld,
a thoufand men beneath a jaw-bone fell.

* Jofhua iil. iv. 2 Kingsii. 8, 14. Pfal, cxiv. &, Haia xhii. 2, 16,

" Exod. xiv. 21. Pl Jxvi. 6. Nehem. .31, Wild. xix. 5, 7.

* Numb. xxxiii. 8.  Deur. ii, 7. xxxii. 10, Nehem. ix. 13, 21.

° Plal. Ixxx. 15. Had. Ixiii. Martrh, xi. 19. Luke xxii. 18. Afts
. 13. Rev. xix, 1s.

° Exod. iv. 3. vii. 1o, xxviii. 39. Numb. xxi. 9. Ezek. ix. 2, 3.
John iii. 14.

' Exod. xxiii, 21, 22. Johni, 1, iii. 18. wvi. 69. Ads viii. 74,
2 Pet. il. 4. Dan . 24, Foo )

® Jeb xxvi. 5, 6. Prov.ii. 18. ix. 17, 18, =xxi. 16. Ifi. xiv. %:Zf Y.

9, 10. Ezek. xxxii. 18, 21. Rev. xii. 1.
- Gen. xlix. 9. 1 Chron. xii. 8. Ifii v. 20. Rev. v. s,
 Judg. xv. 16.




6 Horatii Carminum.

Quanguam * choreis aptior & jocis,
ludog; diftus, nor Jfat idoneus
' pugne ferebaris : Jed Idem
pacis eras ™ mediufg; belli.
Te vidit infons ™ Cerberus aureo
° corn decorumn leniter atterens
caudam & P recedentis, trilingui
ore pedes tetigitq; Crurd.
x Exod. xxii. 29. XxiilL 6. 2 Sam. vi. r4. Pfal. Ixvii. 25.
IXXXi. T, 25354 Nehem. viii. 1. 1 Chron. xxix. 22.
} Exod. xv. 3. Deut. xxxiL 4L Numb. II. IIL IV. X, &, 6,
Joth. v. 13. xxiil. 3, 5, 9> 10 1 Chron. xvil. 24. Ifaia lix. 17.
m Levit. xvi. Ephef. iv. 32, Galat. iil. 19. t Tim. ii. 5. Heb.
. 1%, i:q',r‘f'aE:. xii. 24, VIL, 6,
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Paraphraftic Tranflation. vi

Nor art thou lefs for Rule and arts of peace,
hero & legiflator too, renown’d.

Thou makeft war in heaven and earth to ceafe ;
thou only the true Mediator found!

Thee royal Pontiff; deftin’d facrifice
for man, the gloomy realms beheld and fear'd.
From thy bright prefence Hell’s dark monarch flys,
and thy returning footfteps, low rever’d.

I, 34.
* Aftsxvii. 3. Ephef iv. 9, 10. Heb. ii. 14. 1 Pet. iii. 19,
1 John i, 6. Rev. 1. 18. xx. 1, 2. CVs 14 o
° Gen. xix. 37. 1 Sam. ii. 10, 35. Pfal. cxxxii. 10, Ifai. v. 1. Hs6. T, g .
Ixi.3 hii. 7. John i. 36. 1 John ii. z0. Rev. v. 6, *

* Pfal. xvi. 6. lviii. 18. 1 Thefl. iv. 14. Ephef. iv. 9, 10. Co-
loff. ii. 12, 15, Heb. xii. 2. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. iii. 22, James ii, 19.
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COMMENT.

Ode) HE latin and greek word comes from the

hebrew nme Ode, meaning a facred poem
or hymn ; an artificial difcourfe in meter, founded on
great events of the divine power. Mpfes’s Ode in Exod.
xv. 1. is the firft of this fort, which we know of, “Then
“ fang Mofes and the children of Ifracl this fong unto
“ the LORD. I will fing unto Jenovamn, for he
“ hath triumphed glorioufly, the horfe and his rider
“ hath he plung’d into the fea.” This was, as St..4m-
brofe calls it, canticum triumphale. Tefepbus Antig. 1L
14. fays it is compos'd in hexameter verfe. Eufebius
Preap. I1. 3. afhirms the fame of it, and of Pfalm cxviii.
Hence an Ode is a {fong of triumph, and particularly to
the honour of Jehovah, who was underftood by the
Heathen under the name of Bacchus. Parro fays the
Ferapbos, or fong of triumph, or triumph itfelf, was the
invention of Bacchus ; he was the firlt who triumph’d,
and who compos’d fuch fongs: Hence Semuéos and
Abuepbes were names of fongs particularly dedicated to
Bacchus. Bacchum)




10 COMME NT.

Bacchum| Bacchus is the cmrf'c', zolick way of pro-
nouncing facchus.  ITacchus is fm’? Chus, as much as to
fay, _f'rp ter Arabicus, or the Arabian God I%e! Ixviii. 4.
Fab is a fhortning of j&faumf:, and Chus is the antient
Name of Arabia. Diodor. Sic. 1. fays the rites of Bac-
chus were firft inftituted in zﬁrémpm, meaning Arabia.
So in our Bible ﬂfg@x‘s wife 1s call’d an Ethiopian, or

fr[’:;f,,, meaning an Arabian. There were two Ara-
bia’s, the Egyptian and Afiatic, as even appears in Ho-
ser, Strabo 1. and Pff;.ir V. 8. but the India of Bac-
chus’s expedition is only Arabia. 'Thus Ovid de arte

. dAndromedam Perfeus nigris portarat ab Indis.

he means only Foppa thereby. Pliny V. 13, 31. IX. s,
Strabo 1. 16.  Tacchus is the deity Fehovah, who con-
duced the Ifraelites in a moft extraordinary and fuper-
natural manner thro’ the wildernefs of 4rabia. By the
Greeks he is commonly called Dionyfus, or the god of
Nyfa, from Exod. xvii. 15. “ And ﬂfju built an Altar,
“ and called the name of it w3 mm» Jenovan Nisst,
¢ Jehovah my banner.” This was at mount Siza: in
drabia, which is called the mount of God, Exed. iii. 1.
xvil, 6. xviil. 5. from God’s prefence there. This is the
mountain mention'd by Homer with accurate geogra-
phy, in his hymn to Bacchus.
"Ea &Y mie 1 _.:\!r.f el zTy l':..g_ﬂ;_:, a By :f.?,?'}
TrAs fb-:u'.'mfg, fic-}-\é;l ﬁfy.;"—ﬂ"c.: :.:?:x*'x;r. l
There is a place call'd Vy/a, a high woody hill, di-
ftant from Phenicia, near the Egyprian floods.
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COMMENT 11

In the Alexandrian chronicle Nyla and Syna are the

/' 1 fame mountain, Nvaos, She o Agxbia.  Hefych.
s Jehovah was the @ ddmieos of the Platonics, the
fecond deity, the fon of God, not the fupreme. He
was that perfon in the deity who exhibited himfelf fre-
ey q_ucnt!y tg mortal view, :m:d was the captain :‘md_ pecu-
liar protector of the Ifraelites: He was the mediatorial

Lo

5 deity, and who was to come in the flefh, the Mefliah:
The Prophet Jeremny {peaking of the advent of the
Mefhah, xxiii. 5, 6. adds his name exprefly, whereby
he fhall be called ; “ Jehovah our righteoufnefs, or our
“ juftifier.”  St. Paul, 1 Cori %, 4. fays, that deity who _
conducted the Ifraelites thro® the wildernefs, was Chrift i
or Mefliah, Again, ver. g, Compare Dewt. xxxii. 15, il
30. *From that wonderful tr:mfuéi:ion, of 40 Years con- i
tinuance, the heathen made their fable of Lacchus, the i
/el great Indian conqueror; for Arabia ' was called India
anciently, by thofe that knew no further country eaft-
< ward. Add too, that Euphrates, the border of the If- JL i
A mm’ﬁ{ﬂ: kingdom, was reckon’d the bcgl_nnmg of India, ,! I
) Deut. i. 7. where their borders ate deferib’d. i
Hyginus, Fab. 224. makes Bacchus the fon of Fove Eh
Y and Semele.® Semele is forg’d from one of the appella- I
tions of Jehovah, yx nw Shéw e/y the Name of God,
e Exod. xxiii. 20. yx ¢l, the deity in the preceding verfe
: fays, “Behold I fend 1550 Meloch the king (angel) be-
“ fore thee to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee
,[ “ nto the place which I have prepard.  Beware of
“ him, and obey his voice; ‘provoke him not, for he
C “ will
A
'1th
pe




12 COMMENT,

« will not pardon your tranfgrefions, for my Name 2w
« Sheém is in him.,

Beger in Spicilegium, p. 48. has an antique ftone en-
grav'd with an infcription to this purpofe: « The De-
“ smoms tremble at the Name of Semele, i. e. the name
“ of God.

Hence it was that Febovah was reckon’d a local deity,
confin’d only to the Fews, as fome nations thought.
The Syrians ventur'd to affirm, “that he was god only
¢ of the hills, and not of the valleys,” for which they

I Jisegs x;t'.:;’.:;';l}‘mid dearly, 1 Kisngs xx728. And the Fews claim’d him !
to themfelves, Dewz. ii. 29. /

The extraordinary luftre of the aéts of Jehovah in the E
Arabian wildernefs, and in the fucceeding times of the
Judges, made all the circumjacent nations, as foon as
they hiad any religion (I mean with fplendor and cere- 2
mony) endeavour to adopt and bring in that of the
jtwiﬂl Jehovah, under various names, moft or all
fram’d from facred names occurring in Scripture. In
the firft heroical times, by which I mean about the time
of the Judges, when mankind increafing were bufy in
planting themfelves, and idolatry had taken fome root,
it was the method of nations to deify their leaders and
planters when dead, and apply to them the names,
actions and attributes of the true god, or of the god
whofe worfhip had been fet up by thofe leaders. Moft JF
commonly it was Fovab, the god of the Fews, then of D
greateft celebrity thro’ the world. So that from thence
thie heroes of every nation after death had a medley re-
prefentation made of them, both 7z ¢ffigie, in worfhip,

n

™y
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COMMENT. I3

in hiftory, of their own a&ions, compounded with thofc
of the God of Ifrael. For inftance in a few - Fovis, or
Jebovab, was early worfhip’'d in Crete; the prince of
the place dying, was confecrated by that name, his own
loft or forgot; and this was the method in Egypt, Phe-
znicia, and other Countries; and is the very method of
the Chinefe emperors to this day. Hence %ove faid to
be born in Crete, bury’'d there, and they fhew'd his
fepulchre; and Jovis became the moft famous deity
over the heathen world. But generally every nation
gave him a peculiar name; fuch as, Zmmon of the Ly-
bians, Ofiris of the Egyptians; Saturn of the Cartha
ginians; Moloch of the Phanicians; Mars of the Thra-
cians; Attys of the Phrygians; Pan of the Arcadians ;
Janus of the Latins 2 Barchus of the (Greehs © .»:?/‘.:mfz},

That all the nations around were ftruck with amaze-
ment at the tranfacions of the Ifraclites thep, appears
from very many places in the facred hittory.  Nums.
x1v. 13. “And Mofes faid unto the Lorp: then the
“ Egyptians fhall hear it, (for thou broughteft up this
“ people, in thy might from among them) and they
“ will tell it to the inhabitants of this land : for they
have heard, that thou Jehovah art among this people,
and that thou Jehovah art feen face to face, and that
thy cloud ftandeth over them, and that thou goeft
before them, by ddy-time in 2 pillar of a cloud, and
in a pillar of fire by night”  So Dewz. ii. 25. iv. 6,
11, 32. 1 Sam. vi. 19. vil. 1 Kings viii, 41. and many
more,
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14 COMMENT

Horace therefore in this Ode or hymn, celebrates the
a&s of Fehovah or Bacchus, chiefly from matters occur-
ring in facred ftory, or from old traditional notions of
the nature of the perfon and office of the Mefliah that
was to come, and too (as it feems to me) from fome fcat-
ter'd prophetic remains which were to be found among
the antient heathen, relating very particularly to this
great argument.

remotis r;xpf.&:a.v] From the 4.0 years du'(;”inﬂ‘ of the
.{;“f -aelites in the Arabian d\,{qutu where they were hip—
ported and pl‘()LLLLL\_]. by a divine hand, the heathen de-
duc'd their notion of Bacchus and ]m companions ap-
pearing and refiding in wild and defolate places, on
rocks and mountains. Exod. xvi. 10. * And it came to
& }1'11-\ as Aaron {pake ta the whaole congregation of the
« children of Ifrael, that they looked toward the wil-
€ r;’,,rr;,-,jj, and behold, the glurv of Jehovah appear'd
“ in the cloud.

Thus our Poet in another Ode. L. 24

ng me Bacche rapis tus
plenum ! que nemora at quos agor in Jf}'ﬁc-:;':‘n,
Velox mente noval of; ubus
.z”r,a‘:'.-,f
carmina] The moft antient writings that the hea-
then knew, either of Laws, hiftory or religion, were in
(™ T r-"l L ! I“- -
verfe. The hiftory of b, the moft antient book in
the world, is a drama in mealure. So the fongs of Mofes,
Miriam, Deborah, Hannab, David, &c. And hence
] 2
the
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COMMENT, 1§

the heathen learnt odes and hymns, as thofe of Or-
phens, Linus, &, the moft antient among them ; and
poctry in general. Horace’s Ode is an imitation of theirs.
Solomon’s fong is an interlocutory paftoral, abounding
with all the moft exquifite, fimple and fublime beauties
of Hefiod, ¥ irgily Theocritus, and the reft, with many
oreater.

Mofes and all Ifrael fang a fong, Numb. xxi. 1 7. upon
Jehovah giving the people water. ¢ Spring up, O foun-
‘“ tain, {ing ye unto it, &%¢.” Again, Deut. xxxi. 22.
“ Mofes therefore wrote this fong, and taught it the
“ children of Ifrael,” which we have in the next
Chapter.

Vidi docentem (credite pofteri) He fpeaks it as fe-
rious and in earneft. The heathen had a notion from
the converfation of the deity among the Fews, that the
gods might be feen, but that it was very dangerous,
and that mortals commonly dy’'d upon it, or receiv'd
fome fevere punifhment,

Nec Dryadas nec mos videamus labra Diane

nec Faunum medio cum premit arva die.

Ovid Faft 1V.

This is deriv'd from Scripture, Fudg. vi. 22. Gideon
having feen mm 8. Melech Febovah, the King Yeha-
vah, as it ought to be render'd, cries out, *“ Alas, O
“ Lord Jehovah! for becaufe I have feen Melech Jeho-

“ yah




16 COMMENT.

« yah face to face! And Jehovah faid unto him, Peace
= a b

¢« be unto thee, fear not, thou fhalt not die.” So

Fudg. xiii. 22. Manoab and his Wife fay, ¢« We fhall

« furely die, becaufe we have feen God.” Zachar. iil.

atids

docentem) Bacchus was reprefented as a great tea-
cher: from Jehovah, inftruéting the Ifraelites both in
perfon and by his fervant Mo es. The Shileh in Gen.
xlix. 10. is allow’d by all writers, Fews and Chriftians,
to be the Meffiah. “ And unto him fhall the gathering
“ of the people be.” Illius erit doftrina populorums,
He (hall have the teaching of the people. Congregatio
populorum docendi caufa, to him {hall the people be ga-
ther'd for the fake of teaching. The character of Bac-
chus is fufficiently {fecur’d by what follows: * Binding
¢ his foal to the vine, and his affes colt to the choice
« yine; he wafhes his garments in wine, and his clothes
¢ in the blood of grapes. His eyes fhall be red with
« wine, &¢.” Fuftin Martyr long ago, more than
once, accufes the devil of daubing this remarkable pro-
phecy upon the heathen Bacchus. See Deut. xXx1l. 14.

Bacchus was reckon'd a teacher in an eminent de-
gree by the ancients, on account of his inftructing man-
kind in the rites of religion, of initiations, myfteries,
facrifices, purifications, invocations, and the like. This
Diodorus {ays in I11. but that he initiated only the pious,
and fuch as led a righteous life.  Strabo X. calls him
Apysyerns ¥ posneswr, princeps [acrorum myjfteriorum, the
high-priet.  Ovid fays of him,
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COMMENT. 1y

Ante tuos ortus are [fine bonore Juerunt.

This was a notion deriv’d from the divine hiftory, of
Jehovah appearing to the Patriarchs, and their !JuiMiIlg
altars upon it. Gez. xil. 7. “ And |ehovah appeared un-
“ to Abram, and faid, Unto thy feed will I give this
“ land: and there built he an altar unto Jehovah, who
¢ appeared unto him.” Many more places of this fort.

Plutarch would have him call'd Liber, becaufe he
invented libations. Orpheus calls Bacchus Oeopuopeess,
the law-giver, and mentions particularly the Srazye
Jzoper, the two tables whereon he wrote his laws, mean-
ing the two tables of ftone wrote with the finger of God,
Exod, xxxii. 16. Paufan. in Corinthiac. fays he was a
great legiflator.  Nonnus Diony/. 47. mentions two ta-
bles of laws which Bacchus gave to Beroe, near mount
Libanus 5 the names of perfons and mountains being
thus craftily perplex’d to obfcure the truth,

credite pofteri] Lambinus remarks upon this, credas
Judeus apella. In return, my late friend Mr, Baxter
jokes upon him. Probably neither faw that the Jews
and Chriftians too were more concern’d in this facred
hymn than the poet thought of, notwithftanding his
pretence to the afflatus and poetic rapture. It is plain
he would perfuade us that he was infpir'd with fome-
what more than wine; as if he himfelf was convine'd,
that the great facts of Bacchus, which he meant to cele-
brate, were realities. It feems there were infidels in his
days, and he would tell them, that pofterity would fee
1 the
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the truth thio’ the veil caft over it by fable and length

of years.

7 -Mpf‘” ?‘: ffffce”ffrs & aures
cea Jfl? J!f)e,’.:!:’.f:w f :{}; orim acuias. J

Bacchus, the Indian conqueror, was faid to have
with him in his expedition, an innumerable company of
men and women, Diodor. Sic. IV. from thefe the an-
tients form’d the notion of id.tlla and 11%1111:13“ half dei-
ties, more than human, inferior to the gods. . There
are more reafons than one for it: As, 1. People that
liv'd 40 years in a defart, rough and unpolite, clad with
skins of wild beafts, muft needs make that very appear-
ance which we fee in all antique fculptures of Bacehi-
nalians. :

2. From the feftivals Mefes inftituted, -at which the
pmph with mirth and wine J.E‘_il.!:_d.l't_cl frantick and dan-

ing. The fatyrs among the antients were fancy’d to
h{, t]'lL geniz of mirth 111:1 feftivity.

—— Jatyri Jaltatibus apta juventus. . Ovid, M. 1

hence the very antient ng/m;'f inftitution of the Salfii,
dancing ;nmin and in armour, among the Latins.
7ifd. xix.” the Ifraelites pafling thro” the red fea, are

mpru; [ented leaping like young rams prniﬁnw Jehovah.,
The nymphs and fatyrs of the antients were /ym-
}‘;}’mn, ﬁzrwa Bacchico correpti, divinely 111]p:r4_d, the
fpirit of Jehovah came upon them; often mention'd in
iuipr_tln :

. |
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COMMENT 19

fcripture upon which thof: people {o honour'd, could
do fupernatural a@s. X T'was very frequent in the time
of the judges, and the mode of divine defignation of
the judge. Thus on Otbniel, Judg, ii. 10. on Shamgar,
1L 31. upon Gideon, vi, 34. {o upon Samfon, xiii. 2.
when he flew the lion, &. xiv. 6, 19. fo David after
he was anointed, 1 Sz xvi. 1 3. flew a lion and a bear,
xvil. 34. “ fo Elijah girded up his loins and ran before
“ Ahab’s chariot to the entrance of Jezreel, whilft the
“ hand of the Lord was upon him, 1 Kings xviii. 46,

The Ifraclites fometime in general were thus pofieft
with the fpirit of Jehovah in battle. As Mofes promifes
them, Dexut, xxxii, 39. “one thould chafe a thoufand,
“ and two put ten thoufand to flight, Fofbua xxiii. 1o.
the fame, Leovjz, xxvi. 8. and very often in the facred
hiftory we read it as i@, It is ablurd to name many
particulars. 1 Sam. vii. 10, the ftory of Gideon, Judg.
vil. 22. and many more. The women among the If3a-
elites in the wildernefs, in feftivities, finging, dancing,
and perhaps in battle, made no inconfiderable figure.
Miriam particularly mention’d and the women with
her, with mufical inflruments an{wer'd to the men, in
parts, Exod. xv. 20, 21. Thus Micah vi. 4. “ For I
“ brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and re-
“ deemed thee out of the houfe of fervants, and I
“ fent before thee Mofes, Aaron, and Miriam. Numb.
Xl 2. XX. 1. Alexander Polybifor fays, that a woman
named Moo gave laws to the Fews; perplexing the truth
with a double miftake of name and fex,

D Jatyror Uum |
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ﬂz{ymmm] A race of the dii minores, or demi-gods,
fancied with goats-tails, hoofs and horns, from the If
raclites wearing goats and deer-skins. Thus our poet
in his firft Ode makes a diftin&ion between the higher
and lefler Gods.

Te (as it ought to be read) doffarum bedere premia
[frontium

Diis mifcent [uperis: Me gelidum nemus
nympharumg; leves cum Satyris chori
Sfecernunt populo

He compliments his patron Mecenas (who was a
Jearned man) with being an aflociate of the Gods:
whilft himfelf was content in the honour of keeping
company with the fatyrs and nymphs, infpired perfons,
or poets, demi-gods, candidates for divinity.

adfcripfit Liber Satyris Faunifg; poetas, Ep. L 19.

The fatyrs are faid to be defcended from Deucalion,
and Hefychius calls them Deucalide. A notion gather'd
from reports of the Jews concerning Voah. Satar n
the old Doric is to play. 1 rather derive it from =mme.
Jaturim, fuch as lie hid in rocks and caves. The an-
rients had a notion that fatyrs had a more than ordinary
wifdom and knowledge of things. X

If we look over Cafanbon de Jatyrica poefi, we may
eafily difcern that the greek notion of fatyrs, mufesand

nymphs,
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COMMENT 21

nymphs, was deduc’d from the country fellows acting
fables and reciting waggith verfes at their feflivities,
deriv’d from the Fews in the infancy of their dramatic
works; and the fitft plays were the a&@s of Bacchus, in
imitation of the FJews. X

Evibe, recenti mens trepidat metu -
plenogy Bacchi pestore turbiduim
letatir —. ]

This is a fine exprefiton of a facred afflatus, and ta-
ken purely from feri pture, wrote many a century before,
Evobe was the great and famous exclamation in all the
Bacchic feftivities. It was an invocation of the God,
whom they hop'd to fee perfonally appearing among
them, as they had often heard he did among the Fews.
Evn Zaba (Evihe Sabhoke) Eva Banys, O laxgge.

Evot Baxne eqprme —= Dionyf. de fitu. Evobe Bacche
Jonat, Ovid. M. IV, 522. Eovoeg; fonans, Ovid. Phocius
calls their cry I€axss. Arhonens IX, gives him the name
of Iiize. T doubt not but it is the great name of Febo-
vab, which they learnt from among the Zews; and that
Evobe Sabibe is the Febovah Sabaoth, Lord of hofts, in
the feripture; whence Bacehus was call’d Szbazis like-
wile.  Diodor. Sic. 1. fays exprefly the Fews call God
lao; and the learned univerfally agree zhat is Yehovab.
Euoke is but another awkward way of pronouncing it.
The name of Jebovabh was had in fuch extraordinary
regard by the Fews, that they never mention’d it but
with the higheft awe and veneration: at laft they left

D 2 off




22 CO MME NT.

off naming it at all, whence that calumny of Lucan,
rf'*rﬂmj acris Incerti fudea Des.  So from 1{10L1tn they
fell into a fuperftitious abhorrence of any carv'd {imili-
tudes. From my enquiries into the meaning of the
name of Febovah, I find it intended to fet forth that
perfon in the dcir}' who was the Mediator before God,
and was to be the Mefliah. When God fent Mofes up-
on the great errand of delivering Ifrael from! their Egyp-
tian {Lrﬂtude; as an earneft, he tells him the fecret of
that tremendous name. Exod. iii. 13. “ Go tell the I/~
“ raelites my name, fays fm, mas e e Ero qui ero.
Erofent me to you, as it’s ri shtly tranflated by the
Targum of Onkelos, and by the Hier f}jﬂ?{}f?umﬂ After-
virds he puts it in the third perfon, Erit (Jehovah) Elo-
him, “the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
¢ the God of Ifaac, the God of Jacob, fent me to you;
« this {hall be my name for ever, my memorial thro’ &11
“ generations. It is put in the future tenfe, becaufe he
mtmdnd to pmnt out himfelf to be the M:;111J1 the
¢ eprommos, mention'd Pfalm x1. 8. “Lo, T come. Gen
xhx. 10. ““till Shiloh come. Habak. 1. 3. “ He will
“ furely come (as it ought to be tranflated.) Hagga:
i, 7. “The defire of all nations fhall come. Mazzh. xi. 3.
j"m‘.'w iv. 25. Ebrews x. 7, 37. very many more. Upon
this occafion give me leave to mention one of the moft
famous pro phu,u,s in all the ﬂ:nptuu,, loft for want of
underftanding it pm;:ul} Gen. xxvil. 40. The patri-
arch I/aac comforts his fon Efau for Facob’s fupplanting
him of his blefling, by telling him, By thy {word fhalt
“ thou live, and fhalt fs:n’{: thy brother : and it fhall

* come
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COMMENT, 23

“ come to pals when thou fhalt have the dominion,
“ that thou fhalt break his yoke from off thy neck.”
Which is an abfurd tranflation, and has no meaning,
Thus it ought to be underftood : By thy fivord fhalt
¢ thou live, and fhalt ferve thy brother; and e fhall
“ come when thou fhalt have dominion, and break
“ the yoke from off thy neck.” Meaning, that when
Herod the Idumean, of the pofterity of Efau, thall abro-
gate the government of the Jewifh blood royal, and be-
come king, the Mefliah fhould come, the deliverer, who
was to {et all free; the w=n eriz, Jehovah, o epyouene,
{hall come. There are many paflages in feripture of
this kind unheeded. Thus, Gen. iii. 15. “He fhall bruife
“ his head, (it ought to be tranflated) avr¢s in the LXX.

Gen. xlix. 10. “Unto u1wm fhall the gathering of the peo--

“ ple be.”  Exod. xxxiv. 35. Ifaia xi. 10, “To H1Mm
“ {hall the Gentiles feek, (as it ought to be render’d)
Luke i. v7. Rom. xv. 12. Jsal. XXV1.8.

Purfuant to this notion of the word Febovah, in Exod.
iii. 13. when God proclaims himfelf, his name, Exod,
xxxiii. 18. his glory, 19. his goodnefs, xxxiv. %, 6],
before Mofes: “And Jehovah defcended in the cloud
¢ (the Shechinah) and ftood with him there. And Je-
« hovah paffed by before him, and procliimed, Jeho-
“ vah, Jechovah God, merciful and gracious, long-fuf-
“ fering, and abundant in goodnefs and truth, keeping
““ mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, and trani-
« oreflion, and fin, and that will by no means clear the
“ guilty,&%.” This is the juft charaéter of the Meffiah,
and of the errand he came upon; it lays open the ftrug-

&'
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24 COMMENT

gle between divine juftice and mercy, in a moft concife
and fublime manner; it explains the whole office of the
Meffiahfhip. He calls himfelf *the God of their fathers,

“ the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, the God of

“ Jacob, becaufe he had promifed to them all in parti-
cular, ““that in their feed (the Mefliah) all nations of the
“ earth were to be bleffed. Gen. xii. 3. xxii. 8. to
Abrabam. Gen. xxvi. 4. to Ifaac. xxviii. 14. to Facob,

- = = recenti mens trepidat metu,
plenog; Bacchi peclore turbidim
letatur j

The enthufalm, or Bacchicus furer, as call'd by the
heathen, was the devil’s mimickry of the fpirit of Tchm
vah, poured upon holy men and women, pmpheta, &c.
in the Bible. And the devil did frequently {o a& upon
the blood and fpirits of the poflefs'd Ileatheu, as to per-
form moft extraordinary things, and above merely hu=
man power. And this was the cafe (by divine pcrmlf
fion) of thofe demoniacs in our Saviour’s time. Thus
were the oracles of old perform’d; the ravings of priefts,
pncﬁ:.ﬁw, fibyls, as defcrib’d in thL poets. All fculp-
tures of the Bacchinalians reprefent frantic men and wo-
men, taken from the great feftivity of the Jews, the feaft
of tabernacles, celebrated at the fummer Equinox, after

the vintagrc. Levit; xxu, 34. “ The fifteenth day of

“ the feventh month. wver. 40. Ye fhall rejopce before
“ Jehovah your God feven days. It is certain the Jews
did, and do to this day exceed the bounds of tempe-
rance at this feaflt; and this help'd forward the noiion

of
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COMMENT. 25

of Fehovah and Bacchus being the God of wine. Thus
Tacitus, Hiffor. V. 5. {peaking of the Fews: ¢But be-
¢ caufe their priefts blow upon pipes and play on cym-
¢ bals, are crown'd with ivy, and a golden vine was
¢ found in their temple, many have thought that they
¢ worthip Bacchus, the conqueror of the eaft.” So
Plutarch at the end of his Sympofiacs IV. makes the He-
brew myfteries the fame as thofe of Bacchus. He pre-
tends many reafons. for it ; ¢ as the ime and manner of
¢ their greateft celebrity (meaning this feftival) agreeing
¢« with the facreds of Bacchus; their tabernacles or
¢ booths are cover’d with vine branches and vy ; their
¢ carrying palm-branches in proceflion, which he calls
< thyrfophoria; their blowing upon little trumpets, as
¢ the Greeks do at their Bacchinalia, in order to call
¢ forth the deity. The Levites playing on harps, he
¢ fancies, deriv'd from Lyfius and Evius, names of
¢ Bacchus. The name of Sabbath he deduces from
¢« Sabai, a word of exclamation in thole Orgia. He
¢ fays, the jewith high-prieft upon feftival days, having
¢ 2 miter on his head, and the skin of a fawn adorn’d
¢ with gold, and a garment reaching down to his an-
¢ cles, with many bells hanging on his garment; makes
¢ a noife in walking, as among the Bacchics” More of
that kind, which it is pleafant enough to read ; noto-
rioufly thowing, not only the heathen pomp of Bacchus,
but of moft other deities, deriv’d from’the inftitutions

of Jehovah.
The skin of a fawn adorn’d with gold, which P/u-
tarch pretends, was really the high-prieft's oracular veft-
I ment,
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26 COMMENT

ment, the holy ephod, upon which was faften’d the
tablet call'd Urim and Thummin. It was a garment of
the richeft embroidery that can be imagin'd, and parti-
cularly with {pots of gold, which in fome fort refembled
a fawn’s skin. “This ephod is deferib’'d Exod. xxviii, g
and the five and twenty following verfes; no doubt the
moft auguft {plendor of art and nature in the original,

that ever the eaft beheld. What Plutarch had f{een was
only a poor imitation of it,

turbidum letatur 1

The expreflions of the poet, the mind trembling
with fear and confufedly rejoycing, are extremely like
fcripture expreflions, to delcribe the hurry and mixture
of paffions upon exfraordinary occafions, efpecially the
operation of the divine {pirit in an human breaft. Pfal.
1., 11. “Serve the J{:h:_wah with fear, aud rejoyee with
“ trembling.” Any onc would think Horace had di-
reétly copy’d the thought. Thus, Matth. xxviii. 8, when
the women had feen the angels at our Lord’s fepulchre,
€ they departed quickly from the fepulchre, with fear
““ and great joy.

Parce Liber,

Parce gravi metuende 323;@5 ]

Bacchus was faid to go about the world as a hero or
champion, to_reftore liberty to mankind, to deftrov
tyrants, opprefiors, and wicked men, and that he built
a city calld Eleutheras ; hence the Greeks call him
ExdiSwpdic, as' Iiber by the Romans, q. d. Ziderator, the
deliverer.  All this is deriv’d from what Jehovah aétu-

ally
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COMMENT 29

ally did for the Jews, as their captain and leader; what
he was to do for all mankind, as the great deliverer to
come into the world : as (we {how’d) his name Jehovah
imports. Pfal. eviif7, “ He is to reftore us from the
* captivity of fin to the glorious liberty of the gofpel,
< the fpiritual and heavenly city of freedom, the E/en-
““ theras : that Jerufalem above,- which, as the Apoftle
“ fays, is free. 1 Cor.vii. 22. Galaz. iv. 26. Heb. xii.
22, xiii. 4:Hence the idea of all the great heroes of old
is form’d, real or romantic, fuch as Hercules, Thefeus,
Ofiris, Sefoftris, &Fc. public-fpirited, valiant men, who
went about the world to deliver the diftreffed. Such
was the firft {pirit of the Romans; and upon this plan
our military orders of knights are laid.

Jehovah may well be call'd the deliverer by the
Jews, who deliver'd them from their Egyptian bon-
dage, and from all their enemies, from time to time,
whilft they merited his favor. Zider and Sozer is the
fame. Whence Jupiter, Bacchus, Hercules, Apolly,
Efculapins, had the appellation of Savior. They are
all indeed the fame perfon Jehovah. 2 Kings xiil. s,
“ And Jehovah gave Ifrael a Savior. 1 Chyop Xvil. 21,
“ What one nation in the earth, fays David, is like
“ thy people lrael, whom God went to redeem, to be
“ his own people, to make thee a name of greatnefs
“ and terriblenefs, by driving out nations from before
“ thy people, whom thou haft redeemed out of Egypt ?
So Ifai. lix. 20, the Meffiah is call’d the Redeemer.
Yai. xlix, 7. « Thus faith Jehovah the redeemer of
“ Hrael, ver. 9, that thou mayft fay to the prifoners,
* Go forth, &c. Pfal. Ixxii, 4. CVi. 21. many more.

E Parce
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Parce gravi metuende s‘fg}rrﬁ.]

Bacchus is fam’d for carrying a #hyr/us in his hand ;
Svpew dewes he is call'd in Sidon. /f)f:.fp terrible with thL

thyrfus. Strabo 1. makes the thyr/us, the inftrument of

Bacchus, equivalent to the thund erbolt of Fupiter, the
@gis of Minerva, the trident of Neptune, &c.

The zhyrfus was a light ftaff or wand, and in truth
is no other than the rod of Myfes, or Uf Aaron, or of
God; for by all thofe denominations it went. Exod. iv.
17. God tells Mofes, “ Thou fhalt take this 70 in thy
“ hand, wherewith thou fhalt do figns. #Zer. 20.
« And Mofes took the 7sd of God in his hand.” With
this he produc’d all the plagues of Egypz, Exed. vii. 20.
¢« And he lift up the rod and fmote the waters that were
“ in the river, in the fight of Pharach, and in the fight
« of his fervants, and all the waters that were in the ri-
“ yer were turned to blood.” With this he divided the
red fea, overthrew armies, Exod. xvii. 9. and perﬁ)rnfd
the reft of the mighty wonders in the wildernefs, under
the power of Jehovah. The zbyrfus we may call the
vifible enfign of the divine power and fpirit. Ina ﬁgum
rative fcnit: like this, Lucretius ules the word,

ppuuﬂff thyrfo laudis Jpes magna meum Cor.
meaning fomewhat divine.

A like expreflion in Jfaia xi. 4. “ And he fhall {mite
 the earth with the 704 of his mouth.,” The word
comes from the Hebrew, and fignifies a pine branch,
mon, 2birza, pinus; fuch they carry’d in the triumphs

and
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COMMENT. 29

and proceflions of Bacehus; we fee them in innumera-
ble fculptures, with a pine-apple at the end, which puz-
zles the anriqumim . all taken from the like _jcwiih ce-
lebrity, and in reality pthtTumtm of our Savior’s tri-
umphal entry into _/Jm alem, Ifai, 1x. 13. Matth, xxi.

8, o.
Fas pervicaces fir mibi Thyadas. |

The Thyades were prieftefles, Jacrificule of Bacchus.
Thuje the like. Thuonens a name of Bacchus. All
imm Sow, Jacrifico, becaufe Fovah taught the rites of fa-
crificing to the Fews, and becaule Miriam, Mofes's fi-
fter, had the divine fpirit; fo Deborab, and many other
women in fcripture. So the heathen had their female
priefts. The epithet pervicax well fuits Mirian’s cha- -
racter, who includes all the reft; fhe rebell'd againit
the adminiftration of Mofes, Numb. xii. 1. and well it
fuits the reft of that ftubborn and rebellious people, and
feen innumerable times throughout the feripture. Mofes
pa{lionately and pathetically rehearfes it at large, Dewt.
iX.

The Thyades, facrificantes were the companions of
Bacchus in a general acceptation, as the people of -
rael were an holy people to the Lord,a nation of priefts;
prefigurative of the great purity, fandity and devotion
which ought to be in all chriftians; who muft be per-
fe&t in good works as our heavenly father, as the jewifh
priefts were to be in limb, and as the jewifh facrifices,
without {pot and blemilh, Exod. xxix. 1. Every particle

E 2 /feyib. XX 0. 21, of
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of the jewifh Oeconomy was but the links of the chain
of religion from patriarchal to chriftian, Homer’s golden
chain, let down from heaven to draw us thither by the
chriftian perfection,

Vinig; fontem, laltis & uberes
cantare rivos, aty; truncis
lapla cavis iterare ﬁmﬂ*’d.;

Bacchus and his followers are faid to ftrike the earth
with their ftaves or #5y7/, and thence to produce rivers
of water, of wine, of milk, of honey; to which our
poet alludes. All refpecting the power of the rod of
God ; and to Myfes bringing water out of the rocks
therewith, &. and to God’s promifes of bringing his
people into a land of vineyards, &%, a land that flow'd
with milk and honey ; which in the end prefigur’d the
heavenly felicity.

Em-z"‘fnf.ct’w tells us, the Bacche could draw out whole
ftreams of milk with making a furrow in the earth with
their fingers ends, und at other times rivers of honey.

rﬁtjr’:mr JF TIg )..Egi;’ﬂ',, El;.'rcqﬂ;' Eic METORY,
‘Ol dgpomidne 6durvg Cansda roric:

”
Axan de vaplmd ez mESoy AGLTURE IS,

Ky zndk aplw efavme’ owow Osog. X
Xhvay

“ One taking a thyrfus ftrikes the rock,

“ whence inftantly a fountain of limpid waters flow.

“-another ftruck the ground with her rod, [wine,

the God immcdiutd}-‘ pourd thence a fountain of
Again,

i
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COMMENT

Again, O E5aox @ Booui® 4,5 _
Pé 3 9dAaxn Ty, fé oy, (& 5 peuasay
VixTR ot — ANy A
N e Ix“f__ f;.ﬁ L

X 'u.'.f L.,
“ The earth flow’d with milk, with wine and honey.

119

Pumice ficco fuxir Nyltileus latex,

garruli gramen Secuere rivi,

Q * »

combibit dulces humys alta fuccos,

niveiq; laltis candida Jontes, Senec, Oedip.

11
(14

11

Paufanias in Phocicis 1V, treats of this.
All thefe ideas, and many more of like nature, which
we might produce from authors, are taken from the
: : . 7
reports of Jehovah’s power. Exod. xvii. 6, Numb. xx. 8.
where Mofes ftruck rocks with his rod

flowed out. At other times Mofes caufed the nobles to
dig a little hole in the earth with their flaves or thyr iy
and the water {prang up, as at Bee

rs Numb. xxi. 18,
The profufion of honey in the poet may well enough
regard the manna, which refembled in tafte honey cakes,
Exod. xvi, 31.

and the waters

All along God promifes to bring his people into a
land flowing with milk and honey, a land of vineyards,

Deret. xxxii, 13, 14. Brooks of honey is an expreflion as

old as Fob. xx. 17. “He made him to fuck honey out
“ ol the rock, drink the

pure blood of the grape. Pflal.
Ixxxi, 16, “ with honey out of the ftony rock. And
that as he upheld them for 40 years i the wildernefs,
with all neceffaries of life in 2 fupernatural method ; fo

81

f -

—

-

...-__,;4.-'_- L




32 COMMENT.

in the land of Canaan he would blefs them more than
ufually, in the ordinary product of the land by his com-
mon providence, as long as they remain’d good. This
he did in a ftill more extraordinary manner in the {ab-
batical years, Levit. Xxv. 20, 21. and fo he does toward
all good people at this day. Tho’ they muft not expect
a mere earthly Canaan here, but lift up their eyes and
hopes to bleflings of a higher nature, all along meant
by his whole tranfa@ions with the jewith people.  Foel
iii. 18. the prophet {peaking of Chrift’s kingdom, “And
« it fhall come to pafs in that day, that the mountains
« {hall drop down new wine, and the hills fhall flow
¢« with milk, &% The like Awos ix. 13.

"Tis very remarkable what Pliny relates N. H. XXXI.
2. from Mutianus, ¢ that in Andros is the fountain of
¢ Bacchus, and that at every feventh day period, which
¢ pertains to the god, wine flows.

Fas & beate conjugis additum

Jlellis bonorem.

. |
1 find there are in the antient mythology feveral re-
markable footfteps of things not deduc’d trom hiftori-
cal matters of fact, fuch as we have been difcourfing
of chiefly hitherto, but mere matters of revelation of
things that were then future. Among many other in
ftory, this feems to be one. We cannot pretend to fet
bounds to the communications of God’s holy {pirt,
who certainly did think fit fometimes to beftow the
aifts of prophecy, on thofe that were out of the pale of
1 his

S — - 4 I
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COMMENT. 33

his church. The antients had a notion of the Mefliah,
the God-man, immortal hero, Bacchus, the moft per-
fe¢t of human race, the god of wine, conformably to
fcripture, Zach. ix. 17. but they knew likewife that he
was to be born of a virgin; and will it not feem ftrange
if we add, they had fome notion of her name ? further,
that they were apprized even of the patronymic or fa-
m:tly*nnmr:? thefe things are fo new, that I chufe at
prefent to give but ﬂmrt hints of thun, as hr.,y pertain
to the prefent argument. If it be well receiv'd by the
learned, I fhall next give the intire hiftory of Bacchus
in a regular feries. Diodorus fays, Bacchus was
born of Fupiter (meaning the fupreme) and Ceres; or,
as others think, Proferpina. As they confound father
and fon together, fo they confound mother and daugh-
ter. Both Ceres and Proferpina were call'd Kopn, which
it qna[oi_,oua to the hebrew neby, Virgo, mapdeoos, LXX.
Ifaiab vii. 14. “ Behold, a urgm (hall com:.uf:, &e. It
fignifies eminently the virgin., Adwam Amuew & Auwg ¥
Kepns aeCanv, Arrian. Alex. 11X The Egyptians call'd this
fame perfon Bacchus, or the fon-deity, by the name of
Orus, which is the fame as the greet word Kogss afpira-
ted. The heathen fables as oft confound Bacchus's mo-
ther and wife. Owid. Faff. 111. makes Libera the name
of Ariadne, Bacchus's pretended wife, whom Cicero 1.
nat. deor. makes to be Proferpina, Bacchus's mother.
The ftor y of this woman bcmg deferted by a man, and
Li-}}ullf&(! by a god, has fomewhat {fo exceedingly like
that paffage, Mazb. 1. 19, 20. of the blefled virgin’s hi-
ftory, that we {hould wonder at it, did we not {ee th
parallelifm.

R s ————
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parallelifm infinite between the facred and profane hi-
ftory before us.

Ariadne was tranflated into heaven, as is faid of the
virgin, and her nuptial garland was turn’d into a hea-
venly crown ; fhe was made a queen of heaven.

Tf'.:/?f'.v fiderea torta corona Dee. P ropert. IIIL. 17.

There are many fimilitudes between the virgin and
the mother of Bacchus, in all the old fables; as for in-
ftance: Hyginus, fab. 164. makes Adoneus or Adonis
the fon of Myrrba. Adonis is Bacchus beyond contro-
verfy.

Ogygia me Bacchum wocat,
Ofirin Aogyptus putat,

Arabica gens Adoneum. Aufon.

Adonis is the hebrew 31w Adonai, which the heathen
learnt from the Arabians, one of the facred names of
the deity.  Mary or Miriam, St. Ferom interprets zzyr-
rba maris: Mariamne is the fame a ppellation, of which
Ariadne feems a corru ption. Orpbeus calls the nurfe of
Bacchus, Leucothea, a Sea-goddefs.

Nonnus in Dionyf. calls Sirius ftar Mera, Mapre.
fftﬁ'c‘f;lfm ﬂl}'s Maloa wody m deew. Our Sxmﬁybf"d hence
infers this ftar to mean Miriam, Myfes’s filter.  Poffius
de idololat, a pproves of it. Ma/ps by metatbefis s Mae a.

As to_the patronymic of the Mefliah, 1 fhall only
mention this hint.  Oppian in his Cyneget. IV. and elfe-
where fays, Panthers were the nurfes and bringers-up of

Bacchus

| fir
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ik COMMENT 35

fly;u‘; Bacchus. In all heathen antiquity this animal is his fym-
I " - - i . o

4 bol and infeparable companion.  Philoffratus in imag.
Fvael, "Tis remarkable that Panzher was the {ir-name of Fo-
V. )5, Jeph's family, our Lord’s fofter-father. Thus the M-
drafbkobeleth, or glofs upon Ecclefiafles: It happen’d

V EpE ¢ that a ferpent bit R, Eleafar ben Damab, and Fames,
¢ a man of the village Secania, came to heal him in the
ks ¢ name of Fefus ben panther” This is likewife in the
/ book calld Abodazara, where the comment upon it

I fays, this Fames was a difci ple of Jefus the Nazarene.
>, Blft to return to our poet. As Bacchus r-:prf:!‘c_nts
S our Savior, {o Ariadne is his {poufe the church, which
7L in Rew. xii. 1. has upon her head a crown of 12 ftars,
Jz;"f: exadly like the conftellation of rizdne’s crown, as
/ drawn in Mr. Flamfleed's afterifms, confifting of twelve

g ftars.
- - - teflag; Penthei
disfelta non levi ruina,
Thracis & exitium Lycurgi ]

Here Horace celebrates fome vindi@ive inftances of
his hero’s power, in puni fhing thofe that d efpis'd his reli-
| gious ceremonies. There may be many particular judg-
éa i ments done in the old world not recorded in [cripture,
n af | or names of perfons not mention’d where the hiftories
2o | arc; and preferved in heathen ftories. For inftance, in
,&j‘pm that moft remarkable judgment of the five cities of the

Ly F {alt
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{alt vale, Sodom, Gomorrab,f5c. not all the names record-
ed; and this moft probably is the ftory the poet hints at,
for Pentheus and his houfe was deftroy'd by fire and
thunder. As to Lycurgus a king, he is faid to have
perfecuted Bacchus an infant, and his nurfes, in mount
NVy/a, that he was forc’d to pafs the fea to efcape them.
Diodorus 111. {ays from Antimachus, that Lycurgus was
a king in Arabia, and laid fnares for Bacchus and his
followers in NVyfa of Arabia. Nonnus in Dionyf. 20.
writes, Lycurgus is faid to overthrow the forces of Bac-
chus with no other weapon than an ox-goad, and that
this happen’d about mount Carmel. *Tis notorious that
two {cripture hiftories are here confounded ; the paflage
of the Ifraelites over the red fea, and that of Shamgar
judge of Jfrael, who by the {pirit of Jehovah flew 600
philiftines with an ox-goad, Fudg. iii. 31.

Here permit me to hint at a criticifm of the learned
Mr. Baxter in his pofthumous gloflary, p. 406. Speak-

ing of the ftory of Shamgar, he fays, our tranflation in-

Jipidly renders it an ox-goad, he thinks it ought to be
the plow-fhare or plow-foot. Mr. Maundrel in his Jour-
ney to Jerufalem, thinks to mend the matter, by his ob-
lervation of the greatnefs of the ox-goads in that eoun-
try, and of the terrible execution that may be done with
one of them. Alas! neither have a juft idea of the {pi-
rit of Jehovah actuating a man. Samfon tore the lion
like a young lamb with ftrength of arm. ¢ And the

(=

“ {pirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him, and he
“ rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
“ nothing in his hand, Judg. xiv. 6,

Thus
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COMMENT 37

Thus Homer reprefents the ftory of Lyeurgus in
englith, Iiad VI,

Nor would I combat with the heavenly deities,

for I.:_j-'ffﬁ:(.;"f{f, the valiant fon of D,J_'jw.r,

lived not long after fuch impiety,

He in old time purfu'd the women of enthufiaf¥ic
thro’ the facred country of Ay/a, (Dignyfus
and they all threw their thyrfi upon the ground,

{mitten by the ox-goad of homicide Lycurgus.

Dionyfus afraid, went down into the fea,

where his mother Zhetis receiv’d him in great confter
But the fon of Cromus blinded I, YCUrgus, (nation:
and he liv'd not long after, - - - -

So Pburnutus fays, Thetis fav'd. Bacchus from I, Jycur-

ous in the fea,

The ftory of Lycurgus was this: He cut down all
the vines in the country, to hinder the people from
facrificing to Bacchus, as they were accuftom’d; with
wine ; hence, thro’ {carcenefs, they were forc'd to mix
water with their wine. This is taken from Pharaob,
who would not fuffer the children of Ifrael to go to fa-
crifice to Jehovah their God! Thus Mr. Pope tranflates

=

1L,

But

£
N
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But if from heaven, celeftial thou defcend,
know, with immortals we no more contend.
Not long Lycurgus view'd the golden light,
that daring man, who mix'd with Gods in fight.
Buacchus, and Bacchus's votarys, he drove
with brandifh’d fteel from Nyffa’s facred grove.
Their confecrated fpears lay {catter’d round,
with curling vines and twifted ivy bound :
while Bacchus headlong fought the briny flood,
and Thezis's arms receiv'd the trembling God.
Nor fail’d the crime th’ immortals wrath to move.
(Th’ immortals bleft with endlefs eafe above)
depriv'd of fight by their avenging doom,
chearlefs he breath’d and wander’d in the gloom,
then funk unpity’d to the dire abodes,

o wretch accurft and hated by the Gods.

Lavaur in his hiftory of fable thinks Lycurgus a
name forg’d out of greek, fignifying a wolf enrag'd,

Jy YRS
Thus No#nus in Diafﬂf in latin.

Arabiam afcendit (Bacchus) & bene odoratas ad arbares

Nyfiace frondofum admirabatur jugum filve
&P urbem excellam teliferorum nutricem VIrOri,

ubi quis Martis fanguis, cede pollutus, babitabat vir

valde furiofus Lycurgus - - -

a’
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COMMENT 39

Tu flectis amnes, tu mare barbarum.)

Mare barbarum means the rcd {ea, as Mr. Baxter
hints in his notes on this Ode. {;r' mony.” Daciér

WNonnwus mentions Bacchus going into thf: red fea thlls
in latin. XX Dionyfracin.

trepidantibus vero pedibus fugiens incomprebenfibilis
viator flavum rubri fubiit fluttum maris.

Amnes means the river Fordan, which the Ifraeiites
pals'd over dry-fhod, the holy ark plLLLdln undu the
conduét of _‘7@,6'5:;;:, as the hiftory is related in the
grandeft and moft magnificent manner poflible, a2 man-
ner worthy of the fubje@, 7o/b. iii. 4. So the ftories of
Elijab and Elifba, 2 Kings ii. 8, 14.

WNonnus in Diony/.  {ays, Bacchus touch’d the rivers
Orontes and Hydafpes with his thyr/us and dry’'d them

Up.

Tu [eparatis Uw_dm. in jugis
nodo coerces viperino

Biftonidum, fine fraude, crines.]

The Bacchic Orgia were celebrated on 'the tops of
hills and defolate wdd places, in' imitation of mount
Sinai, which abounds with pyracantha, what we call
boly-thorn, the fame our Savior was crown'd with; and

in the medal upon which this difcourfe is founded, Bac-
s
CRs




40 6O MMENT

chus is crown’d with the fame. Schini is the hebrew
name of the plant; and it gives name to the mountain,
On a buth of this plant the divine Melech firft appear’d
to. Myfes in a. flame of fire}: Exod, iii: 3+ This hill has
another clofe adjoining, but’ more barven, call’d Floreb ;
1n imitation; hereof the devil placed: his oracle on two-
headed Parnaffus.

The poet ufes the word Uvidus becaufe Bacchus was
reckon’d the God: of wine: I could (how in a very long
dedu@tion why the antients charaderiz’d: the Mefliah
under the notion of the God of wine, 1 fhall at pre-
fent but give a few: hints.

1.. The-meoft antient learning confifted much in {ym-
bols and figurative expreflions ;. we fee them very fre-
quently ufed in the feriptures:: the grandeur of the eaft-
ern . {tyle: confifts much in them,. and is preferv’d: there
to this day. Wine is the (ymbal of: Jo¥ pleafure; and
life;. beth earthlyrand heavenly; it caufés that fine and
agreeable; vibiration: in. the nerves: and: animal fibrils,
wherein confifts pleafure; like the tone of mufical
ftrings in harmony. Pleafure or happinefs is the great
aim and purpofe af-all beings;. and:that deity who was
the creator, is the difpenfer-and adminiftrator of it. In
this fenfe Jehovah: or the. Mefliah. is the God of wine,
2. From his promiles to the Ifraelites of temporal blef-
fings; of which wine-is a prncipal:  Thus;, Dewt! vii,
12 “If 'ye hearken to thefe:judgments,. and keep and
“‘ do them; that Jehovah:thy God!fhall keep unto. thee
the covenant-and the mercy which: he fivare to thy
“ fathers.  He will-love thee, blefs thee; and multiply

“ thee :

L1
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ke

4.1
thee: he will alfo blefs the fruit of thy womb, the
truit of thy land, thy corn, thy wine, and thine oil,
the increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy thecp,
in the land which he fware unto thy fathers to give
thee.”  In very many places in feripture in this fym-
bolical fenfe the Mefliah is defcrib’d as the giver of wine,
Gen. xlix. 10. before quoted. “ The Shiloh, or it it
“ tendus eff, fhall walh his'garments in wine, and his
“ clothes in the blood of grapes: his eyes {hall be red
“ with wine.,” So in that magnificent chapter of Ifaiah
Ixiit. which is a prophetical defcription of our Savior
crown’'d with thorns, and wearing the putple robe, co-
ming from Herod. “ Wherefore art thou red in thine
“ apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in
“ the wine-fat? I have troden the wine-prefs alone, I
will tread down the people in mine anger, and make
them drunk in my fury.” So Zach. ix. 17. “ For
how great is his goodnefs, and how great is his beau-
ty ? corn fhall make the young men chearful, and
new wize the maids. X
In Marth. xi. 19. our Savior, but injurioufly, is made
a wine-bibber. In P/alm Ixxx. Ifaiab v. Jehovah is
made a planter of vines.  Ifrael is compared to a vine-
yard. . Fobn xv. 1. our Savior calls himfelf a vine. Iai.
| xxvil. 2, 3. Jehovah calls himfelf a keéper of ‘a vineyard
of red wine. No doubt but in thefe pallages there is a
diftant view to his own [uffering, {hedding his blood for
us, and to the commemorative perpetual facrifice, his
laft inftitution and covenant in the Lord’s Supper.
St. Matth, xxvi, 39, 4.2, his paflion is call'd a cup, Fer.
28,
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42 COMMENT

28. he {‘"ﬂ't “T will not drink henceforth of this fruit of

““ the vine until that day when I drink it new with you

n my father’s k mardmn. Here the {facramental co-
venant and wine is made fymbolical of heavenly joy, life
and lmnpumia

The poetic expreflion Uvidus, what we call mer-
7y af';s drink, is taken from’ the feftival of the Fews afore-
mention d, celebrated after vintage, when they drank
new wine, This was imitated by the heathen. His
name Sabus is from mas, Saba, cuwes. The Scholiafk
of Ariftaphanes {ays Bacchus his priefts were call’d Sabi.
Laltly, Atheneus L. XV. fays Bacchus carry’d vines from
the red fea into Greece.

(41

nodo coerces vipering

Biftonidum, fine fraude, crines.]

Sine fraude means without cheat or legerdemain.
For the devotees of Bacchus pretended to handle fhakes,
tye their hair with them, tye them around their waifts,
and the like, without harm. A fhake, as ever reckon’d

a facred and divine animal, fail'd not to make part of

the Bacchic mylfteries. Among reptiles it was Flc red to
Bacchus, fays sz;:f(:tr ch in pre Jf;fum and Hff; mpof. Cle-
mens Alexandrinus and others tell s, in the Sabazian
myiteries of Bacchus, a ferpent tranfmitted thro’ their
bofom was a method of initiation, He fays too, the
Bacchics crown’d with ferpents ran about making excla-
mations, Ewan, Evapn, &c. In E{Hmw: monuments
innumerable ﬁ,u]ptmu of this kind, and ﬁCllt’_d”‘],f upon
the heads of their deaffri are {nakes, afps, &,
pinge duos angues, [acer eff locus.
fays the fatyrift. The
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COMMENT 43

The ferpent is a matter of utmoft and inmoft anti-
quity. I have difcours'd of it very largely in a work
concerning the Britifh Druids: but in this and all other
matters of religious antiquity, we fhould remain in ab-
lolute darknefs without the facred hiftory. Briefly, the
{erpent had the worft and the beft meaning in old
learning. The devil made high account of the animal,
as being the fpecies under which he triumph’d over un-
1appy mankind.  Hence he labor’d to introduce it into
all his profane facreds. The occafions he took, from
God’s tranfactions with the Jews, asufual.  Exod. iv. 3.
God gives Mofes a proof of his divine afliftance, by con-
verting his rod into a fnake ; by reconverting it into its
priftine form. Exod. vii. 10, he does the like before
Pharaoh. Again, from the brazen ferpent in the wil-
dernefs, which by Jehovah’s vertue and power cur'd all
thofe that were bit by fiery ferpents, Vumb. xxi. g. This,
as all other matters of God's dealing with the Fews, be-
fides the prefent fadt, refpected fomewhat of flill greater
excellence future. Qur hlefled Saviar :'}‘rup]f'k'- not to
compare himfelf and his greateft mediatorial a&, his
pailion, to the Mofaic ferpent in the wildernefs, 7oA. iii.
14. this was to cure the deadly wound of the firft fer-
pent, to difarm the old dragon of his fting. The chil-
dren of Ifrael were to look on the brazen one and be
faved. We are to look on him who was pierced, P/l
xxi. 16.

In Euripides Bacche they crown’d themfelves with
inakes.

Clem. Alexand, admon. ad gen, fays the fame.

G Arnobius




44 COMMENT.

Arnobius fatirizing upon the Bacchinals , fays, you
wind your felves round with fnakes.

ars [efe tortis [erpentibus incingebant.
: g _
Catull. nupt. Thet.

This rite among the heathen, of tying fnakes around
their waifts, was taken from the facred girdle of Aaron,
the girdle of the ephod, Exod. xxix. 39. it was called
0 3aw, Abbnet, which St. Ferom de Q*E’ﬁ._ﬁ:f'.:-‘?‘c!. defcribes
to be like the skin of a fnake; it was a coftly thath made
in network, imitating the fcales of a ferpent, chiefly of
blue, as in Eze¢k. ix. 2. where the hebrew copy cmght
to be corre@ed by the LXX tranflation, by the Syriac
and Arabic. *“ And one man among them was clothed
 in linen, with a writer's inkborn upon his loins, and
“ they went in and ftood by the brazen altar.” A wri-
ter’s inkhorn is a very abfurd reading, it is in reality a
blue girdle, the pontifical cincture. This was the high-
prielt wizh the blue girdle upon his loins. The like in
the next verfe, % Cwon mypsigry rm Tns cofLos T, The
Perfian high-priefts are fo girded in the fculptures of the
temple at Per/epolis, in imitation of the j‘mfﬂv

Tu cum parentis regna per ardumn
cobors ‘gfg'mf!zm; jcr:;fr{fa;r'a.t fﬁ;ﬁfcf:
Rbazcum retorfifti leonis
unguibns, horribilig; mala.}

The battles of the Gods, the moft antient of all fto-
ries, was a report of the overthrow of the arch-traytor
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COMMENT 45

L;g('{'ﬁf}'. Fob xxvi. g, 6. “ The rephaim groan under
« the waters, and their armies. Hell is naked before
« him, &%. The LXX. tranflate it @7 Prov. i 18,
The dead (repbaim in the original) is render’d, bell with
the devils h}" the LXX. &3y 0 7 wfwwy Tufjese, nraves,
yoavrs, rephaim are all one. So Prov.ix. 18. xxi. 16.
Ifaiah xiv. g, 1o. “ Hell from beneath is moved for
« thee, to meet thee at {h}-‘ L.'nmil]g; it ftirreth up the
« dead for thee, even all the great giants (rephaim.)

Fxeck. xxxii. 18, 21. « The ftrong among the giants

« f{hall fpeak to him out of the midft of hell, &e.
Gibborim is the fame.

The overthrow of the devil before the creation, 1s re-
member’d among the heathen by the notion of Ophion
(the old ferpent) reigning beforc Sazurn, and being
eje&ted by him; in L yeopbron, Ariftophanes, and both
their interpreters. ¢

Our poet compliments Bacchus with a part in de-
fending his father’s throne.

Parentis] It was part of the chara&er of Mefliah that
he {hould be the fon of God.  Fobn vi. 69. “We be-
« Jieve and are fure that thou art that Chrift (Meffiah]
« the fon of the living God.” Aéfs vin. 37. The Eu-
nuch made profeflion of his faith to Philip before bap-
tifim, “ 1 believe that Jefus Chrift is the fon of God.”
This we find the heathen had fome knowledge of, by
making their Bacchus the fon of Fupiter (meaning the
fupreme) and Semele ; which, as we obferv'd before,
< one of the divine names. Their fancy of making him
horn in thunder and lightning, is owing to ja:l'lm-'ah ma-

G 2 king




46 COMMENT

king his firft moft glorious appearance in that manner,

on mount Sizai. Quid gives us a poetic defcription of

his birth in Mez. III, a mere lambent flame in compari-
fon of the terrific pomp of mount Sinai, in the Mofaic
defcription, Exud. xix. than which nothing can be more
aﬂoniﬂling, except the real fight. In reading it we fear
and we tremble at the wonderful appearance of fire
that feem’d to reach the arch of heaven, the [hakings of
the mountain, the fmoak, the clouds, thick darknefs,
thundrings, lightnings, the found of a celeftial trumpet
waxing louder and louder; at length God fpake him-
felf. All this in the fight of 600000 people, befide
women and children,

Hence Bacchus call’d {gﬂz{gwm, Ovid Met. IV. v. 12,
TIPS, wugramens, €. i pretty enough here to re-
mark, the near approach they had to a knowledge of
his real nature, divine and human ; tho’ the {on of God,
yet was born of a woman, They hence call’d him v,
as in Orpheus’s hymn to Dionyfus 3 and Muogpss.  So
Diodorus Sic. 111. Dithyrambus, Thriambus, and T, o
thirambus, names of Bacchus, are but various inflexions
of the fame word nax v, dithere abban, which fig-
nifies dwar, twice born, as by others he is call’'d Mpusrrzip
in the fame fenfe, as thown by the great Bochart, Cana-
anl. 18, The fancy of his coming out of Fupiter's
thigh is mere {cripture l:‘mguugc, meaning divine feed,
Jove fatus, divine femine natus. Thus, Gen. xlvi, 26,
“ All the fouls that came with Jacob, which came out
“ of his #high. And the excellent Mr. Mede is of this

opinion,
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COMMENT 47
opinion, B. L. djif, 8. Again, Exod,i. 5. Thus Os-

pheus in his hymn, _
¢ apprroig Ameresion Tliwee, Aperre Aoyruon.
¢ begat in an unfpeakable manner, immortal deity !

Take this ftory of the notion among the heathen, of
the firft promife God Afmight}-' made us of {ending the
Mefliah, upon the devil’s tempting our firft parents. @
¢ Bacchus eeping under a tree was bit in the heel by
¢ an Amphisbena, or double-headed ferpent, moft dead-
¢ ly; but he awaking flew the ferpent with a wand or
¢ ftick made of a vine branch, which he had in his
¢ hand.” This is an extraordinary aflemblage of all the
idea’s pertinent to the great work of mankind’s redem-
ption. . Here is the ferpent with lhuman voice, as in
Gen. iii. Here the great pmphcc_}r of his bruiﬂ:lg the
Mefliah’s heel ; the Mefliah flaying the ferpent with the
falutary wood ; the charadter of Bacchus and the Mef-
fiah mix’d, as we have been all along treating on. And
in memory of the famous curfe of the ferpent at the
fall, ¢« On thy belly fhalt thou go,” Fupiter was wor-
fhip’'d under the name of SUppasess 1. e ferpentarius,
particularly by the Tianians, ason old coins.

The Mefliah, under the name of Bacchus, is faid to
defeat Rbeecus, one of the principal giants, in the form
of alion. This is uudrmbr:f:d]y deriv'd from the lion of
the tribe of Yudah in feripture, from whom in the fle(h,
our Savior was to defcend,  Gen. xlix. 9. “ Judah is a
“ lion’s whelp; from the prey, my fon, thou art gone
“up. He ftooped down, he couched as a lion, and
“ asan old lion, who fhall rouze him up?” This is ex-

plamn’d
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plain'd Rev, v. 5. “ When no man in heaven, nor in
“ earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the

book, neither to look thereon: the lion of the tribe
“ of Judah, the off-fpring of David; hath prevailed to
“ open the book, and to loofe the feven feals thereof.

1 Chron. xii. 8. The Gadites, aflociates of David,
men of might, men of war, fit for the battle; that could
handle fhield and buckler, are faid to have faces like
the faces of lions.

Bacchus hence was call'd Tipasmaems, the {layer of the
giants, meaning the fallen angels. And Z#rgi/ in his
poem call'd Zzza, after the battle of the Gods, writes
thus:

- tum pax ¢ff reddita mund.
Tum Liber celfi venit per fidera ceeli,
defenfigq; decus mundi nunc redditur aftris.
herribilig, ﬁm&:] One may be apt to fufpect that this
image was taken from the Imhnk \ble ftory of Samfon’s
jaw-bone. Fudg. xv. 16. “ When t}.{*]hrl iftines caught
¢ Samfon (as they thmtght and fhouted for joy, the
« {pirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, he broke
« the two new ropes with which he was bound, took
“ up a jaw-bone of an afs, that ﬂcc‘IL‘.anuil}-‘ lay there,
¢« and {lew 1000 of them Lhmu ith.

&) Forsnso ey 2 el et
Quanguam choreis aptior & focis

. 7
ffafa’u?, dillus, non fat idoneus
pugne fe srebaris. __:]
Our poet here is {carce juft enough to his hero, for
Bacchus was always look’d upon as a great w arrior, con-

queror,
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COMMENT. 49

queror, and triumpher ; and hence his name of Sada-
zius, as we mention'd, deriv'd from the great name of
the deity of the Jews, nmay tlabaoth, * Dewus exerci-
““ tuum, the L{er of hofts.  Exad. xv. 5. « Jehovah is
“ 2 man of war, Jehovah is his name, ﬂl}a Moyfes in his
hymn. So after Fofbua had conduted the Ifraelites in
a miraculous manner a-crofs the river Fordan dry-fhod,
Fofb.v. 13. “he looked, and there ftood a man over-
dgmlqﬂ him with a {w -:;rrd drawn in his hand. Fo/bua
boldly went to him, and demanded, Art thou for us,
or for our adverfaries? And he faid, Nay, but as cap-
“ tain of the hoft of the Lord am I now come. And
](Jﬂ]ul_ fell on hie face to the ear th and did worfhip.
And he faid unto Jol hua, Loofe tfn {hoe from off t]w
« foot, for the place whereon thou fandeft is holy.

This was Jehovah himfelf, Febove Saba Sir - fw;mp.r
exercitus febove. Jofbua adord him, being the real
Jehovah. Thus an infcription in Gruter, p. 22. n. §.

sl’..
{8
{ 14

Q. NVNNIVS ALEXANDER DONVM DEDIT
JOVI SABAZID.

Another 7. 4. itis Jehovah Sabaoth. See Dewnz. xxxii.
41. 1 Chron. xvii. 24, Fofb. xxiii, 35, 9, 10.

It is to be remark’d, that the Greeks of old call’d all
countries to the eaft of the mediterranean fea, Arabia,
Paleftine, &¢. by the name of India; for they knew IIE_J-'
thing but the fea-coaft of it. Therefore Dionyfus, the
/fm.:’nﬁ?z Jrapffcr, is reprefented as making his military
pr{:dllmn into India, as we before obferv’ d’; and from

thence




50 COMMENT,

thence he return’d in great triumph, and was the firft
that practis'd the ceremony. The Bacchig rites for this
reafon imitated a triumphal proceflion, and they cry’d
out in their p®ans, or triumphal f‘ﬂngs, Elclen Je Ele
lew fe, Fou, Fah, and the like; which are nothing
but the jewifh exclamations in their triumphs, mbw. .
ely eloah, and myhin. allelujah, Jaudate dominum.

We read in the Mofaic books that Jehovah order’d
the manner of incampments, the order of marches, the
different fignals of trumpets, &°%. all matters of higheft
import in the office of a General. He was the author
of thofe grand regularities in the art of war, that he
might fitly frain up the penple for the great work they
were to perform. Numb. ii. iii. iv. x. 5, 6. ¥id, Non-
nus Diony/. il 25. and 48. where he is faid to defeat
great armies.

= = = choreis aptior
ludog; dictus. - - -]

The antients made Bacchus the inftitutor of all fefli-
vals and reft of labory Arifforle particularly, and thence
hiS NAamcs, L_}‘m‘f{J‘, Mti‘ff.’:.‘r}'ﬁﬂﬂnl?f_f'f_ ./j"rf:l.ewrfw_'r IX. i':EIICC
all kind of dramatic and fcenic performances dedicated
to him. Of which fee the excellent Cafavbon treating
largely de fatyrica poefi. Atheneus V. gives us the Dio-
nyfiac pomp of king Pzolomy.

The fealts of Bacchus, or Dionyfiaca, are famous in
all heathen antiquity; they were celebrated in the ver-
nal Equinox ; they were call'd the moft antient feafts,
and every third year held in 2 more extraordinary man-

ner
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COMMENT. §1

ner among the Athenians, {ays Swidas; in order to
make a certain reckoning of time; which was the oc-
cafion of founding the ohmpnda. Thefe were taken
from the jewifh }nﬂﬂmnr inftituted at the vernal equi
nox. C.fzrr'm;fs in Euripid. commends the worfhip of
Bacchus for its :111111]1111}. Diodorus Sic. 111, i.l:. s trom
the moft antient memory, ©fanesand groves were con-
¢ fecrated to Bacchus in {everal Greek nations. Hence
in the fame book Bacchus is faid to be the inventor ¢ of

¢ panegyres and feftival meetings, of mufic and dan-
¢ cing’. His priefts, prieftefles, and dancing fraterni-
ties, Curetes, Corybantes, Salii, Panes, Satyriy, Mimal-
lones, Sileni, Bacche, Lenw, Thyade, Thye, Najades,
Nymphe, ?}fyn, and the like, as recited by Strabo X
are all to be deriv’d from facred occafions and names
too tedious to be here fpecify’d. Paufanias in Lacon.
mentions a mmmmin:thc.rc in the 1‘cginning of ﬂw[ng,
they celebrate a feaft to the honor of Bacchus for feveral
days, p] obably for eight days, as was the jewifh cuftom.
And thence the Greeks made their week confift of eight
days, miftaking the true and moft antient {fabbatic cycle,
renew’d by the jews. So in their #rieterica and olym-
piads thr_} miftook the true number of years, w hich
ought to have been {even, in imitation of the jewifh
fabbatic years.

I know your {ciolifls in learning and antiquities will
be willing to fancy the jews borrow’d thefe cuftoms
from the heathen, not ¢ conzra. To fuch I recommend
this confideration only at prefent, that the fo much ce-
lebrated olympiads, the eldeft zra of hi itory among the

H orecks,

Vigad Er
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greeks, are later than Selomon’s time by even 200 years,
at which time the hiftory and tranfacions of the ]um
were grown old. And this, in few words, is the general
occafion of miftake in the learned concerni ng thele mat-
ters. Becaufe in old claffical or heathen ]h tory they
find no celebrity of the jewifh nation, no great account
made of them, like the magnificent things rehears’d in
their own moft true iuﬂon, they are apt to conclude
the jews have been too partial in tellin g their own fto-
TV Ell.lt tis h}puhnl:ul. But alas! thefe authors do
not refle@, that at the time when the greek learning,
hiftory, e empire, and other fameus matters among the
]h.ﬂeliln.n became L\Jllfi!lhllutlk and glorious, the affairs of
the jews were abfolutely in the wane, their glory fet;
they were become a moft wicked, miferable, and con-
temptible nation; Jehovah had caft them out of his
h.;ml :

He mr’wfevs, in whom gh::u hiftory is not got out of
the leading-ftrings of fable, is but coeval with the laft of
the prop ].Li"' yet in even heath en hiftory there are fcat-
ter'd eccho’s of the principal p erfonages and faéls in the
facred, {ufhcient to {Luucf the veracity of the latter,
could any one be foolith a:nuu;-h to queftion it. I need
only mention a few names of authors : Sanchoniathon,
f:-';,“;f-"-f Mane fu.f, Hecataws, Abydenus, Polybifor,

reotaws Damafcenus, Diodor. Sic. Strabo, Fufting Pliny,
.'”ﬂ-"'{ b, Zacitus, many more.

otrabe X. calls Bacchus _J"'.;"_'_'_.f'1.;I"lf,f'-_‘-,-', and f"-l es the

invention of mufick to .=1]m; this is from the mufical
inftruments mvented and praétifed by the Jews, from

: [',_']'.: “| I-:\'
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COMMENT 53

}L wovah’s direGion, in their religious celebrities, Auos
hew Jt large, that moft or all the other famous relig
feltivals among the heathen of all nations, were mere
imitations of L]LL jewifh. ¢Such the Caneploria among
¢ the Athenians, when from the moft antient times (as
¢ they call it) fome mature virgins us'd to carry the firft

fruits in colden baskets upon 1 their heads, to be offer’d
¢ to Bacchus, of all kind of J'ipt, fruits.”  Who fees not
this to be the jewifh feaft of pentecoft? Exed. xxil. 29.
xxiil. 16, ilu feaft of harveft, the firft-fruits of tlw.
¢ labours, which thou haft fown in the fields; the
« firft of the fruits of the land thou fhalt bring into the

houfe of Jehovah thy God.

Again, the Athenians celebrated another feaft to Bac-
chus, call'd Lenea, which was a time of the greateft
mirth imaginable ; and well it might be, becau fc in au-
tumn, at the time of vintage. This is from the judaic
feaft of in-gathering, at the end of their year: “w hen
¢ thou inﬁ gather’d in thy labours out* of the field.”
And now it mur] it well be, that the fimilitude was fo
{tri¢t between the 1Ln11h luﬂ of tabernacles and this

Bacchinalian Jolhtx, that Plutarch could not ht}p {ee-
ing it, and ignorantly fancy’d the ]L"-‘»"a borrow’d it from
the heathen, as we afore obferv’d. Tho’ he and all the
world knew and remark’d, that the Jews were a people
feparated from all the world, were fo obftinate to their
own law, that they would not mix with the gentiles in
trifling cuftoms, much lefs borrow religious obfervan-
ces from them.

vi. 5. "Tis tirefome to quote p-uticulu'ﬁ. So 1 mmd
B

% Among
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Among other imitations of the Jews at feftivals, they
had the zhyrfophoria, poles twifted with vine- quhEl*L‘s,
palm-branches. In their proceflions too they carry’d a
myftical ca’/’?rr, or cheft, mimickry of the glorious and
wonder-working holy ark of the covenant of Jehovah.

Pars a%ﬁ‘zrm cauvis celebrabant a;r'g;'(z Eifﬂf.f.
Orgia que ﬁwﬁm’ cupiant audire profani. Catull.

- = = tacita pfcfzr;r formidine ﬁ'.fﬁm. Val, Flacc.

They paid firft-fruits and tenths upon a viGtory to
Bacchus pretendedly, as Bacchus did to his JlthCI :
really, from the inflitution of Jehovah.

Te memorant Gange, totog; Oriente fubaéto,

primitias magno ﬁpqﬁz.ﬂf 7a-1:£. Ovid faft. IIL.

So the Phoceans Imving a tf:mp]r: of Bacchius without
a ftatue, fhows the higheft antiquity. Pawfan. Phocic.
10. But enough on this head.

- - - fed idem
pacis eras, mediufg; belli.]

Under this notion of the poets is couch’d that moft
illuftrious charaéter of the Mefliah, a Mediator. Q-
pheus hence calls Bacchus M, mediater, the fame as
Mithra of the P-"?'ﬁa}}j‘ Plutarch de Ifide fays, the
Perfians call Misgrs, Mermns, #ediator, Phurnutus de

nat.
2

23
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nat. deor. concerning Bacchus, fays, for fome hidden
reafon, Dionyfus deferv’d the name of Peace. Therein
too ]1L pretends to give a reafon why a goat is facrific’'d
to Bacchus, be ::duﬁ, he fnmiﬂf is a nml This feems
to mean the fcape-goat of the {'/m“fm , which no
doubt was tvpica} of l:hc Mefhah, Levit. xvi.

In Ifaia ix. 6. Peace is made the chara@eriftic of t'I't{"
kingdom of Mefliah.  After the total diffolution of the
jewith oeconomy, Pefpafian built the temple of peace
in the city of Rome, the firft of that kind ; and laid up
therein the golden mndicp‘ld{, ark, v bread-table,
trumpets, '111d veflels, the rpmla of the temple of }';z 2=
Jalemn; and there they remain’d t111 the Gozhs took them
away upon facking the city. We fee and admire the
whole conduét of pr(}vi(‘lcncc, in raifing the warlike
republic of the Romans, to fight the Lord’s battles, to
be hic inftruments for l‘JI‘LIY‘ll’!nt’T the way of the goﬂud
to civilize all nations, to unite them under one head, to
make roads from '[hL Ewnpbrates to the Irifh ocean; to
render the globe permeable. Now wars were to ceafe,
and the halcyon days of univerfal peace to favor t}"t
propagation of th’lfhdl]lh‘ The Romans having fi-
nifh’d what they were raisd to do, and having ruin’d
the jewifh {tate (doom’d to fall by the gre: ateft power
that ever was on earth) tsn,u' mpm 1:11Ln dwindled, and
the fpn]*n’!l kingdom of the pll[lu of peace fucceeded,
which is to laft for L”:, Hag gai i g.

Hence we conclude, 1. { lh i mlhf was no nut Il;l'u“'
of earthly lrI.*aLAn an engine of ftate; becaufe all ftates

vere leagu'd againft it.  And tho’ it is the true El fup-
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pott to government, it 1'ecipmf.';111j.f requires the prote-
&ion of government. All government fince the crea-
tion was made to defend Religion, and when that is
negle¢ted, a kingdom muft fall to ruin by natural cau-
fes, as fure as ice muft melt when expos'd to heat.

2. We conclude, ’tis egregious folly and wickednefs
for princes vainly to hope or attempt any great and uni-
verfal monarchy, like that of the Romans; 1tis out of
God Almighty’s purpofe to admit of {uch thing. But
every one has it in his power to railc a greater monar-
chy, and arrive at higher glory than the Romans : by
fubduing the inordinate paflions in his own breaft, l:u_}-'
endeavouring to fecure and promote the peace and hap-
pinefs of mankind, in bringing people to a true fenfe
and practice of Religion; zhat would be the real golden
age, aim’d at by the gofpel.

There are many additional comments to be made
upon the prefent words of our author, fhowing that
Bacchus by the heathen was elteem’d a great inftru&or
in arts, merchandize, and other works of peace and
government.  Liber is faid to teach merchandize, to
buy and fell. Pliny VII. 56. N. H. The Egyptians
mean God, when they tell us Zhoth or Mercury was the
author of trafhc.  Jupiter on old coins is call'd Eppxas,
the workman, as particularly of the Tianians.

All agreeable to the character of the God of the Jews
in {cripture, who gave his {pirit to cunning workmen,
that perform’d thole incomparable works of the Mofaic
tabernacle, the holy veftments, and fervices thereto per-
taining: and to Solormon’s workmen, in the ftupendous
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COMMENT. Wi

edifice of his temple, Exod. xxxi. 2, 3, 4, 5, &e.
1 Chron. xxviil. 11, 12, 19. 2Chron. 1,12, Butl] fear
being tedious.

Te wvidit infons Cerberus aureo
CoOrnL C'ff‘i-'i'.‘fl?ﬁf."?.-rf o= ] - —]

From this, as well as other ftories, it is plain the
heathen had a notion of the death of the Mefliah. Not-
withftanding Horace brought off his divine hero in the
battle of the ‘TCIL.H, yet here he confeffes his defcent into
hell.  [facius {ays, ¢ Bacchus was {lain in the battle hc—
¢ tween Fupiter and the Tizans. Origen againft Celfus
IV. writes an antient report among the heathen, ¢ that
¢ Bacchus the fon of /H‘!":'L,‘! tLl]mr‘r from his father’s
¢ throne, was torn in pieces by the Tffrr:;.u, and his mo-
¢ ther compofing again his members, he afcended alive
¢ up to heaven.’ This is fomewhat like the Egyptian
ftory of Ofiris, the Phenician of Adonis, the Greek of
Apo 410 banifh'c } his father’s kingdom, of Afculapius be-
ing {lain by his father for uihnuw people to life again,
and m: any more of this {ort w hich- 1 could rehearfe. But
Bacchus, and Ofiris, and Adonis, and Apolls, and /-
culapiins, with nmﬂ other heathen rJrhlm,s.1 are only di-
vers names of the fame perfon, meaning Mefliah under

N e e T
different characters.
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<8 COMMENT
Eqg; Deo corpus fies exfangne, Denfg;
gHi modo corpus eras : & bis tha fata novabis.
‘I.‘r; ex q,.,,uﬂ‘ patientem, Nwmina, mortis
efficient : triplicelg, Dee tna fila refolvent.
Ovid Met, 11

Orphbens fays, Bacchus was difcerp’d by the giants.
Dioder. Sic. 11L writw “ that among all the Lﬁd\
¢ Dionyfus only attain’d to a fix'd immor talitye and
¢ that tor the L'J\LL']]E]‘LL of his vertues and invincible

¢ patience he threw off lumanity, fays Plutarch.

I could fhow likewife, that the antients had a notion
of his fuftering by a erafs, of his remaining three days
and three 1310‘]1(\, in the place of death, with other par-
ticularities of that fort ; but we are chiefly to follow our
pﬁct.

The heathen cuftoms of mourning for Ofiris, or
Thammuz, or Adonis, or Mithras, as pra&isd by the
Eg}pa‘;mnr, Amatbufians, Byblians, cafterns; as men-
tion'd by many heathen writers, iuch as Ste ’r“ﬂww sy L
cian, M{:rce!fmw, Diodorus Sic. Plutarch, &e¢. By ma-
ny chriftian writers, St. Au, rrﬁ*;r., Arnobius, Lactanti 1145,
Ful. Firm. By the fLrlpi.mu Ezek. viii. 14, 8. Thele
are all inftances of the {uffering ftate of the Mefliah,
ultimately meant thereby.

- - qureo cornk decoruwm - - -J
Diodor. 1II. IV. makes Bacchus horned.
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cornma & indigenam Jaculaniur  fulminis 1gnen.
Sidon. ;‘"‘.‘,L‘:UIL
bi corniger Lyens
operit fuperna Gauri. Symmach.
accedant capiti cornua, Bacchus eris. Ovid.

There is not in all antiquity a more noble difquifition
than that of the notions affix’d by the antients to horns
the origin and hiftory thereof. We might be exceeding
copious therein, but I fhall only mention a few ftrictures.
Diodorus 111. fays, that both Bacchus and his father
Ammon were adorn’d with rams horns. The whole
arifes from the fame notion of the Mefliah’s fuffering,
of his being the great facrifice; join'd with the other
notion deriv’d from his name Mefliah, which means an-
ointed. So that calling Bacchus horned, is but equiva-
lent to the fcripture expreflion, ‘Behold the lamb of
“ God, which taketh away the fins of the world.”
"The whole affair of facrificing muft needs appear to all
mankind but as vicarious; that one dies for another’s
faults. The heathen altars were frequently adorn’d with
rams horns and heads, taken from the jewifh, and as
well underftood by the heathen as Jews. The blowing
on rams horns at the proclamation of jubilee, whence
the very name of jubilee, and multitudes of other mat-
ters, were prefigurations of this great truth.

For the {econd fenfe (anointed) it was cuftomary for
the Jews to put the facred anointing oil into a ram’s
horn, or a golden veflel made in form thereof: hence
it became {ymbolical of the Mefliah or Anointed, in the
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60 COMMENT.

moft eminent fenfe; or imported a king, prieft, pro-
phet, who was anointed by oil; which operation was
commonly accompany’d with an extraordinary com-
munication of God’s holy {pirit.

This explains the following paflages, which have
been thought not a little difficult. 1 Saz. 1. 10. “ He
« (hall exalt the horn of his Aneinted,” means Mefliah.
Ver. 35, “He (hall walk before mine Anointed for ever,
meaning Jehovah the Meffiah, the Shechinah, or vifible
prefence of the deity upon the ark. In this fame fenfe
it is ufed P/fal. cxxxii. 10. “ For thy fervant David’s fake
« turn not away the prefence of thine Anointed.” No
wonder then from this high idea of un&ion the name
of Amsmon, or the horned deity, meaning the anointed
deity, became fo famous, fo myfterious. All authors
mention it with awe, but none underfland it. ~Cirtins
could not help being obfecure in defcribing his ftatue.
What we can gather is, that it was like a ram. Ammion,
Amin, by Pbilobyblius tranflated Amynus in Sanchoni-
athon, had been one of the divine names, and imports
confubftantial, of the fame fubftance as the father. Gen.
Xix. 37. s ywss ety filius comfubffantialis. For that
reafon it was affix’d to Chams, the firft deify’d man, in
imitation and conformity to the notions which the old
world had of the true deity.

I have a large brafs coin, in appearance and in reality
antique. On one fide the profile of a face, bearded,
which has much of the heroic afped, at the fame time
venerable. On the collar of his garment is srven, which
is the Syriac mode of writing mafbiah unétus, anointed.

From
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COMMENT. 61

From his temples proceeds a lock of hair turn’d like a
ram’s horn, On the reverfe is this legend, in what is
call'd the Chaldee, {quare characer, 7o erunt tibi dii
alieni coram me. The learned commonly fuppofe this
to be the efhigies of Mofes; fome take it for our blefled
Savior; all rejeét it for {purious; with others of this
kind. 1 my felf have well confiderd the affair, and
think otherwife, for many reafons too tedious to be here
inferted. . Ttake it to be the head of king David, and
not inferior to his own time; whether ftruck by him-
felf, by his {fon Solomon, or in his Syrian conquefts, I
fhall not ftand here to difpute. The horn refers to the
legend of the collar, to his anointing, which is equiva-
lent to the calling him king, as is known from innume-
rable places of {cripture,

In imitation of this, the antient Lydian and Arwme-
nian priefts wore a lock of hair twifted up in a horn-like
form on one fide. And among Egyptian antiquities we
frequently meet with it in {culpture. 1 fuppofe, when
Sefoftris plunderd the temple of Solsznon, he carry’d
away thefe, and many other jewith cuftoms, and en-
grafted them upon the antient Egyptian idolatry, 1 Kings
xiv. 25. Hence the coin with Fupiter Ammon’s head on
one fide, the Silphium plant fyom Cyrene on the other,
reckon’d the moft antient coin.  The Fews to this day
wear a lock of hair on their temples, which they nou-
rith particularly.  Probably this gives a better reafon for
it than any they themfelves pretend. See lfaiah v. 1.
in the hebrew.
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62 COMMENT

The coin in the title page of this work is in the ex-
cellent colle®ion of my friend Dr. Kennedy, in brafs.
He has another large one in filver, with the head of
Bacchus crown’d with ivy, a vitfa or infula over his
forchead ; and befides the curls of his hair that hang
downwards upon his neck, one large lock twifted back-
ward into a horn-like form. On the reverfe are two
fymbols, as in the enfuing print,

The Dr. has another large filver coin of the Thafians,
with this very fame head of Bacchus on the obverfe:
on the reverfe the ﬁgmc of Hercules, HPAKAE:T =
saTHP:S @AsIQN.™ No doubt but this manner
of drefling Bacchus 1s deriv'd from the moft antient
notions concerning him. The wviza, the crown of
greens; and the curling-lock, {feem to denote his 1niti-
ation into the priefthood by anointing. X
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COMMENT. 63

- = = leniter atterens
caudam & recedentis, trilingui
— — - ore, pedes tetigitq; crura.)

Our poet ends with the glory of his divine hero, in
not being detain 'd in the gloomy ug ons below, but
aicend rur therefrom, the mi{-- nal f.sz:z,rr; faw mnn and
dreading his power, agreeably to the facred hiftory. 1
(hall conclude with obferving that audacious tlrtxrr.L re-
torted by the devil towards thL deity, in that fiction of
the three-headed Cerberus: But neither his malice, nor
the dark clouds of fable and monftrous fiction, thro’ {o
many centuries of heathenifm, could totally obfcure the
truth. How much then does it become us and behot
us to adore our triumphant Mefliah, and his love to-
wards us, when the devils themfelves believe and trem-
ble? And let us imitate his divine love in that univerfal
phﬂ;t11ﬂ11'np}!, which is the higheft ornament of our na-

ture, our g]m‘y here, .':-te‘; will entitle us to accompany
him in his laft triumph.

By refleting upon -~;E12'_-‘: 1;'-_-- been. faid, I conceive
the whole my ﬁu\, of Bacchus lies open; and we under-
ftand all that the pl_,r..[x and ~.-,;L'1c_.-. lay ok him as faft as
we read it. For an exercitation of the reader's curiofity

that way, I fhall recite a |i":;.-,, hymn, as we may call it,
of Quvid’s Metam. 1V

Thurag, danty Bacchumg; vocant, Bromiumg; Lyeumag;
Ignigenamy; Jatumag; i Lerii [folumg; bimmatrem. ;]
Additur
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Additur bis Nyfeus, indetonfufg; Thyoneus,

& cum Lenwo genialisf confitor uve :

Nyieliufg; Eleleufy; parens & Iacchus & Evan,
que preterea per Grajas plurima gentes

nomina Liber babes. Tibi enim inconfumpta juventas,

Tu puer wternus, tu Sormafiffimus alto

confpiceris celo. Tibi cum Sfine cornibus adffas

virgineum caput eff : Oriens tibi vitus ad u/7;

decolor extremo que cingitur India Gange.

Penthea, Tu venerande, é:pe;*my%rmfzg; Lycurgum

ﬁ:frifegw maltas. - - - &c.

There 1s nothing in all this hut what we have ex-

plain’d in the foregoing difcourfe, except the word
WNyélileus, a title here given him ; it is deriv’d from the
Jewith feftival of lights, or Purim. This was that feaft
mention’d by the fatirift to be celebrated by the Jews at
Rome, as it is at this day here,

% i fz?fé?dg:, fwffﬂr:?
D%‘)Gﬁ!m pinguem nebulam vomuere lucerne. Perf V.

Herein I have obferv’d a moft excellent chronologi-
cal charaéter, for fettling the zra of the death of Herod
the great, which is of good ufe in determining the time
of our Savior’s birch. I fhall not think much in giving
it to the reader, both as it is not impertinent to this dif-
courfe, being an approximation to the time of the ad-
vent of the Mefliah in the fleth, which happen’d really
but three years after Horace's death ; and as 1t thews the

true
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COMMENT. 65

true ufes to be made of heathen literature, one of my
principal purpofes in this difcourfe.

Many are the contefts of the learned in {ettling pre-
cifely the time of the death of Herod the great; and
defervedly, becaufe of its excellent ufe in determining
the =ra of our Savior's birth. The difpute, I think,
may be very eafily brought into the compals of one
year, the Parronian AVC. 750. the fecond year of our
Savior's real birth, the undoubted year of the eclipfe of
the moon mention’d by Fofephus, which is one princi-
pal character in fixing the matter. On that night
Herod burnt the Rabbi’s for a fedition; and it happen’d
on the 1oth of March in the then Roman Fulian kalen-
dar, as it was under the correction of Augnffus; on the
1 2th of March in the true Fulian kalendar. Mr. 77 hi=

on has given us the calculation of it in his aftronomi-
cal tables. The queftion then will only be, at what
time of this year Herod dy'd ? Keplery, Allix, Langius,
and other great names, affert it to have been in this fame
month of March. Ulber, Noris, Whifton, Abendana
in his jewifh kalendar, and others, fix it in the end of
November, where the jews celebrate a feftival in memo-
ry of his d eath the 7th of the month Chiflen, our Vo~
vember 2. as in the then Roman fulian kalendar under
the correction of Auguftus; November 27. in the true

wlian kalendar.

Fofephus fays that he dy'd at nearly the 7oth year of
his age. In another place he fays Herod was 25 years
old the year after Crfar the dictator conqu er'd Pompey
at Alexandria, viz. AVC. 707. So that he was born

AVC.
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AVC. 682. All the chara&ers taken from the years of
his reign, mention’d by Fofepbus, have been examin’d
throughly ; and he {pecifies them, both as reckon’d
from his being declar’d king of Fudea by the Romas
{enate, and as reckon’d from the death of Antigaonus.
There feems nothing wanting to give us entire fatisfa-
¢tion in this point, but to know Hered's birth-day ;
this would inform us at what time of the year, he might
properly be faid to die at near his 7oth year.

Tho’ the learned have not obferv’d it, yet this cha-
racter is luckily given us by Perfius the fatirift V. above
quoted ; the whole runs thus:

Herodis wenere dies, unttag; feneftra
difpofite pinguem nebulam vomuere lucerne,

o 1(_ P
portantes violas. Rubrumg; amplexa catinum
cauda natat thynniy tumet alba fidelia vino.
latra moves tacitus, recutitag, [abbata palles.

where he informs us, as plainly as words can make it,
that Herod's birth-day coincided with the feaft of lights
or Purim.

Herod was a moft magnificent prince, in great favor
with Auguflus, and had been three times at Rome in
perfon. His children were educated in the imperial
court, his ambafladors and refidents were conftantly
there: he knew full well the ufe of the Roman favor,
and that he chiefly cultivated. There were a fe@ of
the Jews who call'd themfelves Herodians, from their

attachment to him. T hey would needs have him the
Shileh
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COMMENT 67

Shiloh or Mcfﬂah‘;*ﬁ)r they faw ‘evidently the comple-
tion of Facob’s famous prophecy. As the Jews were
exceeding numerous at this time in Rome, Herod's crea-
tures muft be fo too, and they would make no fmall ftir
in thewing their zeal to their prince, more particularly
on his birth-day. And this is the reafon that it fell
within the cognizance and obfervation of our poet;
otherwife the ordinary celebrity of the jewith feaft of
Purim would have been as little regarded at Rome as it
is now with us, tho’ the obfervation of it is conftantly
kept up.

Hence we may affuredly conclude, that this birth-
day and this feftival are one and the fame thing. For
had the Herodians celebrated his birth-day on any other
time, with the like ceremony of lighted lamps, as at
the Purim, which there is no reafon to imagine, no
fhadow of in writers; the poet would abfurdly have
made this the remarkable and diftinguithing part of his
defcription.  But both falling together, he who knew
not, and car'd not for the intrinfick and original mean-
ing of jewifh ceremonies, takes notice only of the more
modern, obvious, and noify occafion of it, and which
no doubt was attended with much tumult by thofe zea-
lots, who never could be moderate in any thing. %

The feaft of Purim, or 14th of Adar, that year of
Herod's death 750. fell on the 13th of Murch, a day
or two after the eclipfe of the moon afore-mention’d ;
then it was that Hered enter’d the 6gth year of his age.
Now had he dy'd in that month, or foon after, as is the
opifiion of Kepler and his followers, he could’ not be

K faid
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faid with any propriety to die uear];-; at his 7oth year,
according to Fofephus. But if he dy'd at the end of
November, as {et by the jewifh kalendar, by Ujber, and
his followers, he might with frictnefs be faid to die
nearly at his 7oth year; for the Purim feaft was on the
fecond of March the year following.

All this reafoning is much ftrengthen’d by a piece of
the hiftory of Philip the tetrarch of liurea, Herod's
fon; which proves that Herod could not live to 751, as
the moft excellent Cardinal NVoris would have it, Ceno-
taph. Pifan. Jofepbus tells us, this Philip Herod rebuilt
Bethfaida in form of a city, and calld it fwlias, in
honor of Auguftus’s daughter. We have no more time
to allow for the building of this city than the year 751.
and the beginning of 752, Forin 752. Fu«lia was ba-
nifh’d, and then it would be no compliment to the em-
peror to call a city after her name. Therefore as the
eclipfe in March 750. fixes the year of Herod the great’s
death, and the whole of 7 5 1. muft be allow’d into Phi-
lip’s reign, we may conclude that Herod's birth-day
muft be fet as early as poffible in the year 750. fo that
dying in the year, he may be fomewhat near his 70th
year : and that he dy’d the WNovember between, accord-
ingato the jewifh kalendar.

This Bethfaida is not that mention’d in the gofpel,
for the town of Peter, which was on the welt fide the
fea of Galilee ; but Bethfaida on the eaft fide that fea,
which country only was under the jurifdiction of Philip.
Bethfaida is analogous to our englith word Fifberton.
In 751. Philip coming to his government, began the

rebuilding
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COMMENT 69

rebuilding it immediately, that fpring, the more early
to thew his gratitude to the emperor. He could not
well give it the appellation till the beginning of 752. the
year of fulia’s banifhment.

Again, we gather no mean a confirmation of our
charadter from the poet’s words, portantes violas, 1nti-
mating, that the lamps, branches, or chandeliers (as we
now modifhly call them) were adornd with the flowers
then moft in feafon, violets, which is in the month of
Mareh.

There is no objection that I know of to all this, but
that the celebrity mention’d in the poet may relate to the
commencement of the reign of Herod the great, the
birth-day of his kingdom, rather than to his natural
birth-day. But this is a mere fuppofition, founded on
no good reafon or proof, and is contradicted by the laft
argument taken from the feafon of the year. Foritis
abundantly fhewn in Voris's Cenotaphia, that Herod ob-
tain’d the kingdom of Fudea in the latter end of the
year, far diftant from the Purim fealt.

Again, Cafaubon in his notes well argues, that the
reafon why the learned have fometimes apply’d this to
the birth-day of Herod Agrippa, then reigning in Fudea,
rather than to' Herod the great, then dead, is not valid.
For the {&& and name of the Herodians was not ceasd. A
And he brings Epiphanius his authority to his aid. The
aprici memintffe [enes in the preceding verfe confirms the
poct’s mind, that his thoughts are not too ftri@ly to be
bound down to the prefent time. He well refts on the
{trength of the antient fcholiaft’s interpretation of the

2 place
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place in decifion of the conteft. ¢ He fhews, fays the
¢ {choliaft, the manner how Herod's birth-day was ce-
« lebrated by the Herodians. For fome of their fefti-
“ val days were obferv’d with mirth and feafting, others
¢« with forrow, fafting, and various inftances of fadnefs.
“ An example of both kinds is here put from the jew-
¢ ifh rites. The Herodians therefore on Herod's birth-
“ day practis'd all methods ef gladnefs, as in folemni-
“ ties inftituted on joyful occafions.” Which the poet
rehearfes, &¢c. The {orrowful ones he means in

labra moves tacitus, recutitay;, [abbata palles:

as inftances of the fqncy‘d fuptrﬁition which he is
mvmghlnt‘r againft. Lwbin in his notes is of our opi-
nion, and wetus glffator. But enough of this final di-
grcf'ﬁ(m.

Thus have we finifh’d this celebrated Ode of Horace
as concifely as neceffary, and put it into a new light,
a religious view. It muft be own'd beautiful in its
original. I hope it lofes nothing in the new garb, but
difclofes more graces than commonly remark’d. But
after all, as to the original Ode itfelf, it comes far fhort
of fome of the facred hymns to ]Ehov&h I will men-
tion but one, that of kmn' David, a thankfgmnfr for
victory from h15 enemies. 2 Sam. xxii. Pfal xviil. “1
“ will love thee, O Lord, my firength. Jehovah is
“ my rock and my fortrefs, my dthvcrtr, my God, my
“ ftrength, in whom ¥ will truft, my buckler, the horn
“ of my falvation, and my high tower, &¢. His de-

{cription
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COMMENT 7E

feription of the advent of Jehovah is the greateft that
words ever compos'd, what we can’t read without a
facred zremor. - I have taken the pains to give it here
more correct, and to tranflate it into verle. A better
poet would eafily do it incomparably better, and open
its beauties the more. But I thought it not imperti-
nent to compare this fame manner of writing between
the heathen and the {cripture authors.

2 Sam. xxiL.
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2 Samuel XXIL

an:

Verfe 8. Then the earth fhook and trembled ; the
foundations of the * Aills moved and fhook, becaufe he
was wroth.

9. There went up a {fmoak in ® bis anger, and fire
from © before his face devoured: coals were kindled by
it.

ro. He bowed the heavens and came down: and-
darknefs was under his feet.

11. He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: he wes-

{een upon the wings of the {pirit.

1 2. He made darknefs his fecret place :;his pavilion
cound-abeut-him was a circle of black and thick clouds
of the skies.

13. Thro’ the brightnefs before him the thick clouds
pafled : hailftones and coals of fire.

14. Jehovah thunder'd in the heavens, and the moft
high utter’d his voice: hailftones and coals of fire.

15. He fent out his arrows and fcattered them, he
(hot out lightnings and difcomfited them.

16. Then the channels of the fea appeared, the foun-
dations of the world were difcovered, at th§f rebuking
of Jehovah, at the blaft of the breath of 1 Engcr.

17. He fent from above, he took me, he drew me
out of the great waters.

;8. He delivered me from my ftrong enemy, and
from them that hated me, for they were too ftrong
for me, &.

' The
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cOMME NT. 73
The Advent of JeuOV AH, [ung by
Davip, Pfalm X Vil

Hen {hook the folid earth’s convexity,
from its fixd center feeming to retire:
the hills from their deep bafes trembling flee,
elad to avoid the great JEHOVAH s ire.

Volumes of fmoak rowling before his face,
the anger of the deity pmcl;ﬁm.

Devouring fire fhoots with impetuous blaze,
and kindled coals fend forth their crackling flame.

He bowed heaven’s empyreal arch on high:
(wiftly defcending from the realms above.

Beneath he treads on thick obfcurity,
and fable clouds his folid footftool prove.

He rode up—liﬁ“t-:d on a cherub bright.
On airy wings of feraphs he did fly:
whillt darknefs palpable (tremendous {ight)

encircling form'd a Pitch}f canopy.

But clouds and darknefs palpable retire
at his moft glorious prefence, opening day :
while mingled hail and flaming coals of fire,
(heavenly artillery) before him play.

Along with mingled hail and coals of fire
loud peals of thunder too JEHOVAH {fent

rowling to heaven's extremity : ftill higher
the voice divine the fpacious welkin rent,

Thro’




94 COMMENT

Thro” all the ®therial field in pointed Thowers
foon he difcharg’d the arrows of his wrath

victorious. And the fubtle lightning pours
around, the fure ambaffador of death.

The fea (its fecret channels high up-rear'd)
convulfive, at Jemovam’s fury . thook.

The reeling globe’s foundations then appear d,
ftruck with the terror of his fierce rebuke.

From high he fent his faving meflenger,
he took me from my enemies among,

trom wicked men: to ferve him void of fear,
and praife my great deliverer with a fong.

* The foundation of Aesven in the bebrew and LXX.
copies ought to be amended here from Pfalm sviii; billsy
as in the verfion of 8t. Ferom in the former chapter, the
Syriac and Arabie, asin all the verfions of the latter. .

® Out of his moffrils, ought to be tranflated iz Ais
anger, tfrom LXX. the Chaldez and Arabic verfions in
the former place: from LXX. the Pulpate, the Chaldee,
Syriac, Athiopic and Arabic of the Plalms.

¢ Qut of hes aneuih; ought to be read [from before bis
face, from the Chaldee; Syriac and Avabic in the for-
mer : from the Chaldees Syrine, ¥ ulgate, LXX. Athi-
opic, and Arabic-of the Plalms.

The beauties of this picce are inexpreflibly great, the - /
conduét of, it truly admirable,. the imagery altogether &x

fublime, and worthy of the fubject; the wholé undoubt-
I edly
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COMMENST. -5

edly derivid from the {pirit that dictated all the facred
writings. And thus in few words might we in fome
fort defcribe this inimitable picture.

The earth, from whence the fcene is fix'd, is firft
declar'd fenfible of the great advent; it isfaid to fhake
and tremble, and the foundations of the mountains to
be moved: and we find fomewhat like it in the heathen
poets, but more forced and low.

terrificam capitis concuffit terg; quaterg;
cefariem, cum qua terram, mare, [fidera movit.

Ovid. Met. I.

A imoak and a fire are the harbingers, with this ex-
traordinary circumftance, that coals were kindled at it,
and that twice ufed. 1 doubt not but the author had
in his eye the Shechinah, or divine prefence on the ark
of-the teftimony, which was then in the royal palace in
the city of David. By the coals, he means the coals
on the brazen altar of facrifice before it. Sometimes a
fire from Jehovah kindled the wood, and burnt the fa-
crifices thereon. This fame image we find in Ezekiel’s
tamous vifion, as I have corre&ed the verfe in a parti-
cular difcourfe upon it. Ezek.i. 13. “In the midft of
“ the living creatures was an appearance like burning
“ coals of fire.” 'This was before the divine prefence.
The fame is meant Rew. iv. g

We may obferve, he defcribes the Shechinah defcend-
ing from heaven and refting on the ark, between the
two cherubims ftanding on the ends of the cover of the

L. ark,
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ark, and fupperting a kind of chair of ftate, whereon
the vifible glory refted. The Shechinah itfelf was (ac-
cording to what difcoveries 1 have been able to make
about it) a central glory, encompals'd by a circular
cloud. And this is meant in the original, where we
tranflate it, ¢ He made darknefs pavilions round about
¢ him, a circle of dark and thick clouds of the skies.
In the Hebrew thus:  Pofuit obfcuritatem circuitus
“ fuos; opertoria colligantia aquarum, nubes @therum.
“ He made darknefs to encompafs him around, a cir-
“ cular continuity of obfcurity and clouds.” None of
the tranflators feem to have underftood it.

Firft, we may obferve, he defcribes the Shechinah
coming down from heaven, wer. 10. “ Darknefls was
« under his fect.” For then the lower part only of the
encompafling cloud was vifible. ~After his defcending
upon the cherub, the whole circle appear’d, * with a
“ brightnefs before him, ver. 13. meaning, the central
glory, which Ezek. i. 4, 277. makes to be like the colour
of Chafmal, or Eleflrum, a metal made of gold and
filver, fuch as our old Brizifh coins, and that encom-
pafs'd by a circular fire. This fire is faid to kindle coals
before it, meaning, on the altar in the court before the
tabernacle, wherein was the ark.

After the appearance is deferib’d, the effect fucceeds,
the power of God, wer. 14. Jehovah thunders; but
above that, he added his voice, prelufive of his terrors,
toward his enemies; he fends forth his arrows and {cat-
ters their troops, he fends forth his lightnings and effe-
&ually overthrows them.

But
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COMMENT, -7

But the Pfalm in Samwel is not fo perfe@ly deliver’d
as in the Pfalms; the very firft paragraph is wanting:
¢« T will love thee, O Jehovah, my ﬁrcugth. Fer. 12,
in Pfalms is fuller and more fignificative than in Sazwel,
where hail-ftones is wholly omitted. The like in the
next. That elemental contraricty is a high beauty, a
fine difplay of almighty power; and that repeated again
in the next verfe heightens it. The whole is finith’d by
the renverfement of the order of nature, the channels of
the ocean, the foundations of the earth torn up (where
the fcene is laid) as the effe® of the divine difpleafure
againft David’s enemies.

I ND-E X
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Acchus, Tacchus is the Arabian Jove, Jehovah, Dionyfus. Page 10.

So thought by the Romans, Tacitus and Plutarch, &e. 25,

The Indian conguerer. Arabia rail’d India, Ethiopia, Chus. 10, 11,49.
Bacchus, Febovab the fon of God. 1L, AG.

Born in thunder and lightning from mount Sinal. 46.
Febovab the M, fab, 11. thalts lo come. 272,
Semele the mother of Bacchus from the name of God. 115 T&-
Febovab the leader and God of the jews. 12.
All the beathen theology taken from bim. 12, 57

b triumph’d, and the author of triumpbal fongs, from Febovab.
gy 14y 50.

Bacchus f

Bacchus refiding in wilds and mountains from Jebovab. 14y 39-
The beathen notion of gods appearing to men from [eripture biflary. 15.
Bacchus o teacher from Febovab Meailiah. 16,
Bacchus author of religious rites from Febovab. ibid.
Satyrs and nymphs, the companions of Bacc hus from the jews. 18, eo.
Bacchic entbuftafim from the [pirit of Febovab. 18, 24.

The Bacchic Orgies from the jewifb feftivities. 20, 24.
Evohe, the Bacchic cry from Jebovab. a1,
Liber a name of Bacchus from Febevab, Mefiab. 26,
The thyrfus of Bacchus from tbe rod of Febovab. 28.

Thyades, companions of Bacchus, from the jetw. 2g.
Bacchus dratws out fireams of water, milk, boney, wine, frem Febovab., 3o0.
Ariadne, the virgin. —_ ——— 32, 35

Panthers, the bringers-up of Bacchus, from Jofeph's family name. 24
Bacchus defiray’d Pentheus with fire, from tbe ftery of Sodom, 35-
Lycurgus perfecuting Bacchus, from Pharaoh. 36.
Shamgar’s ox-goad confounded swith it, ibid.
Bacchus pafi’d over the red Jea. .jg} e Febouih

Bacchus pafi'd over rivers dry.fbed. ibid. ) * R

Bacchus #he god of wine from Febovab, Mefiab. 40,
Snakes in the orgies of Bacchus, from feripture. 42,
Snakes round their waifts, taken from Aaron’s girdle. 44
The battles of the gods from [eriplure. —_— v ibid.
Bacchus fought in the fbage of a lion from SS. —_— 48.

The bacchic ¢ry, eleleu je, from the bebrew, allelujah. 50.
Bacchus a great warrior, from Febevab. —_— 49
Bacchus author of religious feftivals, from Felovab. 505 53
Mot beatben rz:,.-?'—,m ; taken from the pews. ——— 51s 53
Bacchus the mediator, from Febovab, Meffiab, — 54
Bacchus skill'd in civil government, from Febovab. o 56,
Racchus’s defeent into bell, from Melfiab fuffering. 57.
Bacchus borned from Mefliab. _ —_— 59.

means anginted — — —_— 60,
Hence an antient coin of king David borned. 61,
Bacchus return’d from bell, from M ] (i

Bacchus call’d Ny&ileus, from the purim feaft of the Fews.
That feaft is Herod's birth-day, whence a cba
A camparifon between a facred and profane bymn, 22

F 1 N 1.5
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