Manual of exercises for stretcher-bearers and bearer companies

Publication/Creation
1878

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/euu9ezd6

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

L

-

e P R PR oy S SO o AR ST P gl 0

MANUAL OF EXEROCISES

FOR.

e — —
e pr—

i o & 4 L -
I

e

STRETCHER-BEARERS AND

BEARER- COMPANIES

- Biioaa e s =
B e e

L
ety .‘ﬁ'

A . o f

o ar
A
I

13

3




: 1st May, 1878.

 ROYAL. WARRANT FOR THE PAY AND PRO-
MOTION, NON-EFFECTIVE PAY, &e.
(Revised Army Regulations, Vol. 1.) 1878,

ﬁ:“;—.‘?; = i

Price 12. 9d.

QUEEN’S REGULATIONS AND ORDERS FOR
THE ARMY.

8vo. Priee 3s. 6d,

| Vol. 2.)
i . POCKET EDITION.

' New Edition, corrected to January, 1874, (Revised Army Regulations,
Interleaved, 5s. Od.
Price 1s.

| ROYAT, WARRANT AND REGULATI

ONS FOR

| THE EQUIPMENT OF HER MAJEFSTY"

S ARMY.

| lst September, 1876.

(Revised Army Regulations, Vol 3.)

Price 5. 6d.

Addenda and Errata to the above.

July, 18¥7,

Price 1d.

|
 REGULATIONS

FOR COMMISSARIAT AND

'I,#: e
O

! ORDNANCE STORE DEPARTMENTS—
! Duties of the Departments.
. War Office, 13th January, 1876. (Revised Army Regns,, Vol.4.) Price 2s.
Regulations for the Commissariat Department.
‘ War Office, 13th January, 1876. Price 1s. 6d.
Regulations for the Ordnance Store Department.
' War Office, 13th January, 1376. Price 1s. bd.
| REGULATIONS FOR THE ROYAL ENGINEER
' DEPARTMENT, WITH APPENDIX,
War Office, Dec, 4th, 1873, (Revised Army Regns.. Vol. 5.) Priee 8s.
DRESS REGULATIONS FOR OFFICERS OF
THE ARMY.
Horse Guards, War Office, 1st November, 1874. (Revised Army
Regulations, Vol. 7.) Price s, 6d.

| REGULATIONS FOR THE VOLUNTEER FORCE. |

(Revised Army Regulations, Vol. 8.) 1873,

ROYVAL WARRANT REGULATING FIBST %

Price 2s. 6d.

H
|

f

| APPOINTMENTS; REGIMENTAL PROMOTION,

; &ec.,) IN THE ARMY, (
| With" Explanatory Memdrandum, General Order, and Appendices
| & . Price 2d. =‘

STATUTE LAW RELATING
Selected and arranged Ly C. ™, Crope. Esq., Legal Seeretary.
Price ls, 3d. '

. REGULATIONS FOR ADWM ISSION TO THE
ROYATL MILITARY COLLEGE, AND FOR FIRST
APPOINTMENTS THEREFROM TO TH
War Office, November, 1876. ' (Issued with General {
]“Bmﬁf J'El_jice; 1d.

Bk N

i__'- - '.'_‘ ,f.-..- _;7-_1 .r‘ s, e

T B e e X

TO THE ARMY,
18i7.

i

— ]

== A

E ARMY, |




L [ ] ] ]

MILITARY BOOKS, pubfe shed an Authority—continued.

FIELD E:KERGIS 8 AND EVOLUTIONS OF
FANTRY.
"POCKET EDITIU\ Price 1s. 1877.

; MILITARY EXAMINATIONS.
Papers set at open eompetitions for admision to Royal Military Academy
- and the Igoya.l Marine Artillery, July, 1875; with Regulations
- and Tables of Marks., Price 9.
Papers set at open competitions for admission to Royal Military College,
Sandhurst, and Royal Marine Light Infantry. Price 94,

&l ]

ﬁé‘ RIFLE EXERCISES FOR LONG AND SHORT
;-":; : SNIDER RIFLE & MUSKETRY INSTRUCTION.
*1* . Horse Guards, July, 1874. Pocket size. Price 1s. (Out of prin..)
 INFANTRY BUGLE SOUNDS. 1877. Price 6d.

1 REVISED INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE.
Mareh, 1875. Price 6d. sy

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FITTING THE VALISE
EQUIPMENT FOB INFANTRY REGIMENTS.
New Edition. 1878. Price 1d.

MANUAL FOR REGIMENTAIL TRANSPORT |
@ANFANTRY). 1877. Price 3d. d
TREATISE ON MILITARY CARRIAGES AND |
- OTHER MANUFACTURES OF THE ROYAL '
CARRIAGE DEPARTMENT.

By Captain W. Kesais, Roy. Art. October, 1876, Price 5s.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SWORD, CARBINE, |
PISTOL, AND LANCE EXERCI:}EA, TDGETHER
WITH FIELD GUN DRILL,

For the use of the Cavalry. Adjutant General's Office, Horse Guard-, 1
June, 1871. Pockebsize. Irice ls. (Out of jn-ém._‘,
{Nﬁw Edition in j!fn’,r.lffrfﬁrf-"?'.'f )

REGULATIONS FOR TEE INSTRUCTION ANDJ
_ MOVEMENTS DF CAVALRY.
! 1876. Price, 8¥0., 4¢. 6.  Pocket Edition, 3s. 6d.

| INSTRUCTIONS IN THE DUTIES OF CAVALRY
i RECONNUITRING AN ENEMY; ‘MARCHES ;
OUTPOSTS, &c.
Por the use of Auxiliary Cavalry. 1875. Price, 1s. 6d.

..
s g i

N

e g e

-

T - e e

R BT -3 T e T g '




MILITARY BOOKS, published by zi-uikm"r'i'rf—{:ontinueti | E
THE MANUAL AND FIRING EXERCISES FOR | “!

THE SNIDER CAVALRY CARBINE. !
Horse Guards, 1874, Price ld. ‘

| MANUA.L AND FIRING EXERCISES FOR THE |
| MARTINI-HENRY CARBINE. |

Horse Guards, 7ilhi May, 1875, Price 3d. ;

MANUAL AND FIRING EXERCISES FOR THE
MARTINI-HENRY RIFLE, !

Horse Guards, 1st June, 1876. Price 3d.

| TRUMPET and BUGLE SOUNDS for MOUNTED |
SERVICES and GARRISON ARTILLERY, |
With Instructions for the Training of Trumpeters.

Horse Guards, 1st January, 1870. Price 1s. 6d.

STANDING ORDERS OF THE ROYAL REGI-
MENT OF ARTILLERY. ‘
1876. I'rice 3s. (Out of print.) ]
MANUAL OF ARTILLERY EXERCISES, 1873. |
Part I. Drills and Exercises with Field Guns and Rockets. :
;s 1L, Drills and Exercises with Heavy Ordnance. !
s 1II. Imstructions in Ammunition. [
sy 1V. Material and Appliances used in Moving Ordnance. |
sy V. Elementary Instruction. = A
sy VI. Machines. i
ys VII. Mounting and Dismounting Ordnanca. '

.y VIII. Sheers and Derricks.

Appendix. !
Revision of Part II,, Section 1, of the Manual of |
| Artillery Exmames-»i—leavy Ordnance. 1877. Price 3d.

Revisicn of Part II., Section 4, of the Manual of
Artillery Exercises—Mortars. 1877. Price Id.
MANUAL FOR REGIMENTAL TRANSPORT .

(CAVALRY). .
1878. Price 3d.
MA.NU.&L OF FIELD ARTILLERY EXERCISES.
1877. Price 3s. Interleaved, 4s.

DRILL AND EXERCISES WITH FIELD GUNS
AND ROCKETS. __
Price 1d. {

TN TR T

i, L =




Romc Kol

| MANUAL OF EXERCISES

i TRAINING STRETCHER-BREARERS
‘ AND BEARER-COMPANIES.

Publishey by Authority.

WaRr Orrice, HorsE Guamps, February, 1878,

e ﬁ‘ﬁ!rtr D5V,

LONDON:
Printed under the Superintendence of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,

AND SOLD BY

W. CLOWES & SONS, 13, Charing Cross; HARRISON & SONS, 59, Pall Mall;
W. H. ALLEN & Co., 13, Waterloo Place; W. MITCHELL, 39, Charing Cross ;
LONGMAN & Co., Paternoster Row ; TRUBNER & Co., 57 & 59, Ludgate Hill;
STANFORD, Charing Cross; and C. KEGAN PAUL & Co., 1, Paternoster Square;
Also by GRIFFIN & Co., The Hard, PorTsEa; A. & C. BLACK, EDINBURGH ;
ALEX, THOM, Abbey Street, and E. PONSONBY, Grafton Street, DUBLIN.

- R S e — % |

1878

Price One Shilling.

PN SHF I L PRV F T ol NG [ TR £ ML e FUA . 4 . D o




A

LONDON: PRINTED BY

-

WILLIAM CLOWES AND S0XS, STAMFORD STREET
AND CHARING CROSS,

B 651—3000=—9—78.]




T

CONTENTS.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS

SecTioN 1.
g v
o R

IV.
iV ;
XL

SectioN 1.
.

PART 1.
THE TRAINING OF BEARERS.

Stretcher Exercise i
Loading and Unloading Ambulance Wagons ..

Improvised Methods of Removing the
Wounded ..

Exercises with Mountain Equipment

Loading and Unloading Country Carts a,n{]
General Service Wagons, when used for
purposes of Sick-Transport

Loading and Unloading Railway Wagons

PART II.
THE TRAINING OF BEARER-COMPANIES.

Parade, Inspection, and Manceuvres
Posts of Officers, &e., &c.

A PPENDIX.







s

o' i\

MANUAL OF EXERCISES
TRAINING STRETCHER-BEARERS
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS.T

1. On taking the field the medical department with an
army corps will be made to include a distinet military
organization, designed exclusively for the purpose of
speedily removing the wounded from the battle-field.

2. The soldiers by whom this duty is to be performed
are designated ¢ Stretcher-Bearers,” or ¢ Bearers,” and
the unit of the organization the * Bearer-Company.”

3. The following is a detail of one * bearer-company,”
i’@{ﬂuding the ambulance wagons of the 1lst and 2nd
hine :—-

* By Sandford Moore, B.A., F.S.S.,, Instructor at the Training
School of the Army Hospital Corps.

+ See Field Hospital Regulations issued with Army Circulars,

dated 1st January, 1878,
B
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

.

DETAIL OF A

To be added on taking the Field.

Rﬁfg ® | A.8.C. for Transport

urposes.
Officers and Men. Ausx. forces. parl

i

OFFICERS.
Surgeon-Major (in command) ..
Surgeons-Major .. .. ..
Surgeons i AR AR

R e e g S e e
.hmqm"‘\pﬁ#_h#my—ui— e

OTHER OFFICERS.

Captain of Orderlies .. ..
Lieutenant of Orderlies
Transport Officer o e

;.
o T

H =3
4 'H_-E-l-u;_mﬂ,-'— e L ta

Total Officers ..

N.-C. OFFICERS AXND

Serjeant-Major .. ..
Serjeants :
Eorpuralss L. ldil,
Corporal Saddler ..

= Wheeler

o Farrier ‘4. <
Private Shoeing-smith
Privated s Wain ool gl

o el e et e B3 D e

Drivers .. EUN

Béatmen, &ec. ..

-

=

H%ﬂ\ i
?.

Total N.-C. Officers and Men

= : Ofticers ..
Total Cadre {A. B,

Total to be alded on taking the Field

Grand Total ..
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BEARER-COMPANY.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

Horses, Saddlery, and
Harness.,

Tentage and Camp Equipment.

Horses.
private

: 7 { Officers public
N.-C. Officers ..

Total Riding ..

Draught ..
Spare

Total Draught. . |

Grand Total Horses |

SADDLERY.
N.-C. Officers

Hirngess,

Double sets, inter-
changeable, lead
and wheel ..

Spare ..

94

109

TENTS.

Operating tents (double circular, with-
out lining), one with each surgery |
wagon ver wdh, AETREEREEL pE

Tents for Officers (circular single) ..

e N.-C. Officers and Men, do.

CARRIAGES.
G, 8., for Tentage, 4-horsed

Ambulance, 2-horsed .. ..

Surgery (pattern not yet approved),
2-horsed .. .. ;

Wagon for Equipmer;t' (ﬂ;l.}" Service |
pattern available), 2-horsed .. .. |

Water Carts ..
Supply Cart ..

Total Carriages .. .. ..

l
¢




4 PRELIMINARY REMARKS.,

4. The batmen and reserve bearers shown in the fore-
going tables, under the heading * to be added on taking
the field,” are obtained from the Militia Reserve; and
the transport officer, the non-commissioned officers and
drivers, required for transport purposes, from the Army
Service Corps.

5. The wagons shown as “surgery wagons’’ are car-
riages specially fitted with instruments, medical and
surgical appliances, and a supply of medical comforts,
beef tea, arrowroot, port wine, and brandy. They are
so arranged that the contents can be got at instantly.
These, and the other stoere wagons, will remain at the
¢ dressing station.”

6. A certain fixed proportion of the wheeled transport
provided per “ bearer-company » is reserve transport, and
consists of twenty-three ambulance wagons, which are

known as the wagons of the 2nd line, and which generally

are made to follow the army corps at a distance of half
a march, being brought up only when a necessity for their
employment arises.

N.B.—The wagons of the 2nd line may be locally supplied.
It is recommended, however, that as far as possible
regulation ambulance wagons should be used, and only
the horses be procured on the spot.

7 When the wounded begin to arrive at the “ dressing
station,” the wagons of the 2nd line, or as many of them as
are wanted, under an officer of orderlies, will be brought
up in order to transport the wounded to the field
hospitals.




PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 5

8. ‘“ Bearer-companies,” with the exception of the
wagons of the 2nd line, as a rule are to move immediately
in rear of the troops to which they are attached.

9. One “bearer-company ” is attached to each of the
infantry divisions of the army corps and one to the corps
troops, including the cavalry brigade, making a total in
all of four ¢ bearer-companies ” for service with the army
CoTps.

10. A “‘bearer-company ” attached to a division will
be under the command of the general commanding the
division ; the principal medical officer being responsible
for its movements and disposal.

11. When operations are about. to be carried on in a
hilly country, one of the four * bearer-companies”
attached to the army corps will be supplied with moun-
tain equipment in place of the usual amount of wheeled

« transport. The detail of a ‘¢ bearer-company” with
mountain equipment is as follows :(—

-5
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

DeTAIL OF ONE BEARER-COMPANY, l
: | To be added on taking the Field.
Reserve, | &.8.C. for Transport
i purposes.
' Officers and Men, Cadre.
| i | g
: E E Muleteers.| Others.
1 1 [=¥] wd
: | -
! } OFFICERS. |
1 Surgeon-Major (in command) 1 4 2
[ | Surgeons-Major Wk e 3 .
| 1 D e S R W Ml 1
!
f OTHER OFFICERS.
I Captain of Orderlies .. .. .. .. 1 e e .e ;
, Lieutenant of Orderlies .. .. .. 2 A8 e . <
{ AT o ) 1 e R NS gs i .. 1
Total OMeerd: e rws i [ 11 s ! o 3 1
N.-C. OFFICERS AND MEN. AL H.C. [
el Eant-Maior: ¢ 80 Gedladaionh s 1 e ¢ -
| BHIERREH Sl o G e e e 10 b . 2
' LT e 1 e R P o (58 10 Saslag ' 9
Corporal Saddler .. : : 3 T . 1
,, Wheeler i v " 1
5 [ e e .. 1 {
Private Shoeing-smith S AR s eo | as 1 )
LR R Nt s 15 95 | .. o o
BEHEIPORE Lo (o Lo e mEt o eo | +. | BOOr56 o
BEEHER RS o e o o kel i 3 | £ 1
Total N.-C. Officers and Men 36 95 | 11 | 500r 56 9 k
b ] |
: |
Officers .. .. 11 ! | 10
Total Cadre { oo 5 5 iyl i l
Total to be added on taking the Field | ' 166 166 J
If 'ents are carried, add .. . 6 "l
———— |
Grand Total .. 5 219 'S
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

wITH MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT.

Horses, Saddlery, and Harness, Equipment.
g =
HoRsES. (50) (26)
private M CAcOLETS AND LIITERS. d
Officers il s ;
Riding F Pairs pib "6
N.-C. Officers 3
Total Riding Horses 15
Lo L TENTS.
(for Patients .. .. | 76
for KEquipment 11 | Operating Tents .. .. 2
for Operating Tents 2 | If tents are carried, for Uﬂi- 93
for Surgery Appli- 9 cers and Men .. .
Pack | ror Water Bags .. | 4
: or Water agr.-. s
Animals P e 5
_— CAmp EQUIPMENT.
Total .. .. | 100
If tents are carried, 19 Blankets.. .. .. 820 1bs.
NORRH e aR } Kettles, Flanders .. 212 lbs.
——| Ropes and picketing imple- 2163
Total Pack Animals | 112 ments .. . . 571 lbs, 1bs.
———| Officers’ baggage } 560 1hs
Grand Total .. .. | 127 » CooKing pots ?
Field Panniers for Surgery 2
Appliances. .. «a s }pairs
SADDLERY. Water Bags or Barrels . ‘g 4
E pairs
P}ng N LR AR T
“Saddles.. .. 100
oy If tents are car- } 19 %

_‘_‘_._._-__-—-l




8 PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

12. Tt is intended to vary the general pian of assisting
the wounded according to the extent and character of the
ficht. In minor actions, where the number of wounded
is inconsiderable, assistance will be rendered, not by the
“ bearer-company,” but by the regimental® bearers, em-
ployed for this purpose, under the direction of the medicel
officers attached to regiments, the object being strictly to
limit the use of ¢ bearer-companies” to those occasions
alone when large numbers of wounded have to be col-
lected and removed.

N.B.—Should the numbers appear to be more than even
the ¢ bearer-companies” themselves can cope with, sup-
plementary aid may be obtained by a proportion of
regimental bearers being detached for duty with each
“ bearer-company ” as a temporary measure.

13. A “‘bearer-company” is to be divisible info a right
and a left half-company, each complete in every way, and
capable of acting separately. The company or half-com-
pany, as the case may be, is to be under the entire control
of the medical officer in command, who is responsible,
through the officer commanding the troops, to the prin-
cipal medical officer, for its efficiency at all times. Thz
horses are to be maintained by the commissariat, but are
not to be removed except by order of the general.

* Two men per company throughout the infantry regiments of
the service are now directed to be trained to act as bedrers.
Stretchers for their especial use are to be carried for them/on a
company cart,

)

e —————
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Part IL.—_THE TRAINING OF BEARERS.

TrE main purpose for which the bearer is designed is, as
has already been stated, to assist during the progress of
an engagement in collecting and removing to the rear
those who fall wounded. It must not be lost sight of,
however, that there are other subsidiary duties which
occasionally devolve upon him. In the absence of a
surgeon, for instance, he must be prepared to give such
tmmediate attention to the severely wounded as the nature
of the case demands, and he must also give water to
any wounded man who may require it (for this purpose
every fourth bearer will carry a dressing pouch and a tin
water - bottle). The bearer must likewise collect the
equipment, weapons, &c., belonging to the wounded and
the slain, and remove them to a place of safety; and
lastly, he must take his share of the guards which require
to be found for the wagons, &ec., of the “bearer company **
when on the line of march.

So far, then, as technical training is concerned, it will
be evident that not only must the bearer be thoroughly
grounded in all that appertains to the transport of the
wounded, but he must receive such instruction as will
enable him to apply what is technically known as the
“first dressing” on the battle-field ; in point of fact, the
bearer, to a certain extent, must also be a dresser.

The period of training will, as a general rule, occupy
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10 THE TRAINING OF BEARERS.

about four weeks. The theoretical and practical portions
of the instruction—for there are both—should be carried
on at the same time; in this way, by practical application,
the theoretical part will be much more easily and firmly
impressed.

As to theoretical training, this will be given by the in-
structor in the following elementary subjects :—

1. The general anatomy of the human body, including
a brief account of the osseous, muscular, and nervous
systems; the important organs and their uses; and of the
circulation of the blood ; in all of which large anatomical
diagrams will be found an invaluable assistance.

2. The different appliances used as a ‘‘first dressing ”;
lint, tourniquets, splints, and bandages.

3. A description of the wounds most commonly met
with in the field, and especially gun-shot wounds, and
their early treatment.

4. The immediate treatment of the apparently drowned,
suffocated, or strangled; of cases of sun-stroke, epilepsy,
&e., and other cases of emergency.

5. The mode of distinguishing real from apparent death.

6. And lastly, a description of ambulance material
generally ; the mode of handling, and the position of the
wounded, according to the nature of the injury, when being
carried on the same, and the medical arrangements on
the modern battle-field ; the instructor being particularly
careful to dwell at considerable length on the part played
by the individual bearer, and to represent to him the very
oreat importance of his calling.




THE TRAINING OF BEARERS. : 13

.L
-

The practical training will of course include the appli-
cation of the “first dressing,” the lifting and laying of
“ wounded,” and the loading and unloading of the various
forms of ambulance material, as well as handling the
same. On no account whatever should the instructor
allow the class to pretend to load or unload. *Dummy”
wounded should be provided on all occasions that loading
or unloading is undertaken, else correct handling and
© " transport of the wounded cannot be attained.

The drills and exercises which will be found in the
succeeding chapters are arranged with a view to facilitate
and expedite the instruction of a large number of men at
a time in the transport of the wounded ; these and such
instruction in the more strictly professional and theoretical
subjects as are needful to fit the bearer to undertake the
duty of dresser, should invariably be imparted by, or in
the presence, and under the direction of a medical officer.
The instructor should constantly bear in mind that,
particularly in the rank and file, he has to deal with men
of very different nowers of comprehension, many of whom
have no previous knowledge whatever of the subject ;
ereat patience and the utmost distinctness of expression
therefore are necessary on his part.

It will perhaps be found advantageous for surgeons
acting as instructors to pursue the following daily routine :
to begin the work of the day by a lecture on one of
‘ the elementary subjects above mentioned ; then for a
drill with ambulance material of some sort to take place,
to be succeeded by an exercise in the practical application

-




12 THE TRAINING OF BEARERS.

of dressings, tourniquets, &c., and, finally, to close the
work of the day by a second drill with ambulance
material.

No one of these drills, exercises, or lectures should
occupy longer than one hour. If intermixed in the
manner indicated, an hour may, however, with safety and
without the least fear of exhausting the would-be bearer’s
attention, be devoted to each — making a total of four
hours of daily instruction. At the end of a month the
bearer syvstematically and thoroughly instructed in this
way will be quite prepared to jointhe ‘‘ bearer-company,”
or to act in the capacity of regimental bearer when so
required.
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SectIoN I.—Stretcher * Exercise.

TaerE are two different descriptions of stretcher in the
service, viz. the old and the new pa,ttern (Figs. 1,2,and 3) ;
these, though differing from each other in certain essentlal
points of construction, agree in their capability of being
folded up into a small compass with a view to economize
space in stowage. Fora full account of the various points
of difference, a description of each, and other matters con-
nected with the carriage of wounded men on stretchers,
reference should be made to the ¢ Manual of Instructions
for the Army Hospital Corps,” pages 166, ¢f seg.t Suffice
it briefly here to say that the parts of a stretcher are the
two poles, two traverses, a canvas bottom, a pillow, and
two slings.

A detachment of bearers should be told off to accom-
pany each strett,hez two men to carry it at a time, and

* Called hmpetaf beurﬁ in the ¢V GLc’Lbu] iry of Stores,” p. 70.

+ Quite recently (April 27th, 1877) the new pattern stretcher
has been altered in the following particulars :—

The canvas is tanned a darker colour, two rollers are fitted to
the legs, and the keys securing the latter are so formed as to hold
them rigid when down.

The fittings of the new pattern stretcher will for the future be

made of cast steel.
The stretcher so altered is the one referred to throughout this

Manual.
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Fi1e. 1. The New Pattern Stretcher.
(Pillow used only in the wagon.)

One Leg of the

Fra. 2.

—

F1c. 3. The Old Pattern Stretcher.

T IR T

New Pattern Stretcher.

i
1




STRETCHER EXERCISE. 15

two to act as a relief. It should be distinctly understood,
however, that upon the reserve men will likewise devolve
in addition the duty of removing from the field the arms
and accoutrements of the wounded and slain.

Every such detachment is called a séretcher detachment ;
four streicher detachments constitute a section, which when
practicable will invariably be under the command of a
serjeant or other non-commissioned officer.

The collective bearers of a “bearer-company ” are con-
sequently divisible into six sections, each under the com-
mand of a serjeant: the remaining spare serjeants and
bearers are intended for service at the * dressing stations”
and for replacing casualties.

On active service, or for drill purposes, troops detalled
to carry stretchers will parade in drill order without
arms, or if armed, with side-arms only.

Previous to the parade the folded-up stretchers will be
laid on the ground wherever the parade is ordered, in a
row at intervals of thirty inches, in such a manner as to
allow of the bearers being drawn up a dozen paces in rear
of and facing them, the head end of each stretcher next
the parade, and the total number of stretchers to corre-
spond with the number of stretcher detachments about to
be exercised.

If from any cause there be not time before the parade,
or the nature of the ground from accumulations of
mud, water, &c., forbid it, the stretchers may in that
case be left in a heap on the ground or in a wagon
in rear of the company: after the formation of the com-




16 STRETCHER EXERCISE.

pany into stretcher defachments, the guides will march the
No. 3 bearers to the heap or wagons, where the men will
receive their stretchers while filing past, and then be
marched back to their respective stretcher detachments and
directed to ground stretchers.
Tee First Forwariox oF A COMPANY OF STRETCHER-
BEARERS.

« For stretcher exercise from right to left, Size.”

“ Number,”

« Fours deep. On the right, close.” ¢ Quick march.”

“ Front rank, No. 1 bearers.”’

¢ Second rank, No. 2 bearers.”

“ Third rank, No. 4 bearers.”

“ Rear rank, No. 3 bearers.”

“ No. 1, No. 2, §c., bearers.” “ Stand at ease.”

Company : * Attention.”
« Number by fours from the right” and ‘ Post commanders.”

 Number the sections.”
“ Stand to stretchers.” “ Quick march.”
“ Take up stretchers.”’
“ Ground stretchers.”
<« For stretcher exercise from right to left, Size” The
troops detailed for stretcher exercise, and who will have
fallen in two deep, are first sized from right to left of
both ranks, so that each stretcher detachment may be
composed of men of as nearly as possible the same height.
Having been once sized the men should remember their
places, and when required for drill fall in accordingly.
¢« Number? « Fours, deep.” “On the right, close.” « Quick
march.” TFours deep are next formed, and the company
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is then closed on the right. Iach four men as they now
stand, taking them from front to rear, constitute a stretcher
detachment, and belong to the same stretcher, the front-
rank man being the No. 1 bearer, the two middle ranks
the Nos. 2 and ‘4 bearers respectively, and the rear-rank
man the No. 3 bearer of the stretcher.

“Jront rank, No. 1 bearers; second rank, No. 2 ; third rank,
No. 4 3 and rear rank, No. 3 bearers.” The numbers are now
proved by the instructor as follows:—* No. 1 bearers,
No, 2, &e.,” in succession, *“ Stand at ease.”

“ Company, Attention.” “ Number by fours from the right,
and post commanders.” The company is then numbered
from the right in sections of fours; and the captain, on
receiving the order ‘¢ Post commanders,” posts a com-
mander to each section, the guides to the flank sections,
the markers or other non-commissioned officers to the
intermediate ones, each commander falling in two paces
in rear of the centre of his section, and as a fifth or super-
numerary rank, the captain himself in his usual place.

On the command “ Number by fours from the right,” the
right-hand man of the front rank calls out * Onre,” the
second from the right ¢ Two,” the third *“ Tree,” the fourth
“ Four,” the fifth from the right ‘‘ Onre,” and so on again
to the left of the company successively by fours.

« Number the sections.” 'The sections are then told off
and numbered, and the numbers proved by the instructor.
On the word ¢‘ Sections” the commander of each section
calls out the number of his section, “No. 1,” “No. 2,”
&e., in succession, from right to left.
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¢ Stand to stretchers.” * Quick march.” If the stretchers
have been laid out in a row in the manner already de-
seribed, the company will now be marched on them. On
the word ¢ March,” the whole step off in the direction
of the row of stretchers, the No. 1 of each detachment
selecting a point to the left of the stretcher intended for
his detachment to march upon. Each bearer on reaching
his post on the left of the stretcher halts without further
word of command, No. 1 taking care to have his toes in a
line with the front end of the stretcher poles, No. 3 his
heels in a line with the rear or pillow end of the poles,
No. 2 one pace in rear of No. 1, and No. 4 one pace in
front of No. 3, every man close up to and touching the
poles with the right foot. On the other hand, should the
stretchers not have been laid out, but lie in a heap or in
a wagon in rear of the company, the command will be
given by the instructor, No. 3 bearers “ Left (or right)
turn.” “ File on stretchers.”  Quick march.” And after the
men have received their stretchers and passed the heap,
the guide who has marched them over will give the com-
mand ““ Left (or right) about wheel,” and on reaching the
left (or right) of the company ¢ Left (or right) form.”
““ Ground stretchers.” The stretchers during this move-
ment will be carried by each man on the right shoulder
at the slope, pillow end uppermost, until the order to
ground them is given.

‘When the order to ¢ Ground strefchers’ is given, No. 3
stoops down without moving his feet, places the stretcher

quietly on the ground, pillow end to the rear, and rises
to attention.
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““ Take up stretchers.” The stretchers will next be taken
up. To do this the Nos. 1 and 3 stoop down, and lay hold
of both handles of the poles with the right hand, and then
rise to attention together, holding the stretcher at the
full extent of the arm. To ground stretchers from this
position, Nos. 1 and 3 stoop down, place the stretcher on
the ground, and rise up together.

The stretchers having been issued in this manner to
the various detachments, the company may in the next
place be practised in marching to the front and rear in
close and extended order, all of which movements will be
conducted on the principles laid down in Part IL., Sec-
tions 1-24, ¢ Field Exercise,’ and also in moving in column
of sections.

N.B.—When the company in line is ordered to retire,
or if retiring to advance, the men will be made to turn
about towards the folded-up stretcher, the Nos. 1 and 3
transferring the handles from the right (or left) to the
left (or right) hands at the same time.

In a subsequent part of the drill, where the stretchers
are opened out, the line will be retired, or if retiring, ad-
vanced, by each stretcher detachment wheeling to the
right-about, No. 3 marking time on his own ground until
the stretcher becomes square.

“Change stretchers.” The folded-up stretcher may at
any time be changed from one hand to the other. If
required to be done at the halt, on the word * Strefchers ™
the Nos. 2 and 4 take two side paces to the left (or right),
upon which the Nos. 1 transfer the poles from their right

c 2
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(or left) to their left (or right) hands, behind their backs,
and the Nos. 3 giving the Nos. 1 time to make the trans-
fer, advance the stretcher in front of their bodies and
transfer the poles to the opposite hands. On the march
the change can be effected in a similar manner, the Nos.
2 and 4 moving to their places by the diagonal march.

“ Move to the right (or left) in fours.” “ No. 2 (or 4) to
take the stretcher.” *“ Right (or left) turn.” When circum-
stances necessitate a quick movement to either flank,
instead of wheeling by sections, the men will be turned
in the direction required by the words “7right (or left)
turn.” No. 2 (or 4), whichever number is named, taking
the stretcher and placing it on his right shoulder at the
slope, and with the pillow end uppermost. To resume
the forward movement, the command “ left (or right) turn”
is given, upon which every man will turn to the front, the
stretcher will be brought to the trail and the handles
grasped again by the Nos. 1 and 3.

At this stage of the drill the company will be formed
up preparatory to being dismissed, or to the repetition of
the exercise, by the following words of command:—
“ Ground stretchers.” “ Righi-about turn.” * Quick march.”
“ Halt.” <« Front.” * From the right re-form two deep.”
“ Quick march.” * Reght dress.” “ Right turn.” ¢ Dismiss.”
—or, “Fours deep,” &c., &e., “ Stand to stretchers.” ¢ Quick
march,”
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Mo PREPARE STRETCHERS FOR USE.*

“ Open out stretchers.” ¢ Prepare stretchers.” ¢ Fold up
stretchers.”

Bearers having been thoroughly instructed in the fore-
ooing drill, will next be taught the mode of preparing
stretchers for use, and for this purpose (the company
having taken up stretchers) will be extended at intervals
of four paces, then halted, and the order given to ground
stretchers. :

“ Open out stretchers.” On receiving this order, Nos. 1
and 3 of each detachment turn to the right, immediately
stoop down, kneel on the left knee, and unbuckle the
transverse straps of the leather slings by which the poles
are kept together, and separate the poles. They then
each take up a sling, double it twice, keeping the dressed
side of the leather and the buckle outside, and then lay
hold of it at the centre with the right hand in such a
manner as to have the thumb in front of the loop, the
fore-finger inserted in the loop, and remaining fingers in
rear of the loop—buckle of the sling to the front. This
done, the Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment simultaneously
stand up,—those on the left working by the Nos. 1 and
3 of the right stretcher detachment, who will look to the
left and give the time—and stand to stretchers. Nos. 2
and 4 of each detachment, while this is being done, remain
steady.

* Tt will be found advantageous to parade the men with knee-
caps for this and all other exercises with stretchers.
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“ Prepare stretchers.” If of the old pattern,the stretchers
will be prepared as follows :—On receiving the command
Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment take a side pace to the
right over the pole of the stretcher, No. 1 then turns to
the right-about so as to face No. 3, Nos. 2 and 4 of each
detachment now turn to the right, and immediately the
whole kneel down on the left knee. Having placed the
slings on the ground, Nos. 1 and 3 insert the hooks of
the iron traverses in the openings of the poles, taking
care to have the staples to which the traverses are
attached on the inner side of the poles and facing each
other, and then proceed to stretch the canvas bottom to
the full extent and distribute it equally between the
traverses —not mnearer one traverse than the other.
While this is being done, No. 4 of each detachment passes
the leather thongs of the pillow through the eyelet-holes
in the canvas bottom and ties them in a bow knot under-
neath and the cord lashes* are made fast by being wound
three or four times round the end of the traverse and the
pole and then tied in a bow knot. Nos. 1 and 2 of each
detachment securing the cord lashes on their left, Nos. 3
and 4 those on their right hand respectively. Directly the
cord lashes are secured Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment
take up slings, and the whole acting simultaneously stand

* The cord lashes are meant not only to retain the hooks of the
traverses in the openings in the poles, but also, by keeping the
canvas on the stretch, to assist in preventing its bagging when the
stretcher is loaded.
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up, those on the left working by the right stretcher de-
tachment, who give the time, and then stand to stretchers
in the following order :—No. 1 fronts, Nos. 1 and 3 take
a side pace to the left, and Nos. 2 and 4 turn to the left.

The new pattern stretcher, on the other hand, will be
prepared in the following manner :—Nos. 1 and 3 of each
detachment take the side pace to the right, No. 1 turns
to the right-about, and Nos. 2 and 4 turn to the right as
in the case of the old pattern stretcher, but before pro-
ceeding to kneel down Nos. 1 and 3 in this case first
reverse the stretcher over towards Nos. 2 and 4, and
then all kneel down. Nos. 1 and 3, having placed the
slings beside them on the ground, now straighten the
traverses and run the binder over the joint of each,
Nos. 2 and 4 set free the legs and arrange the keys so as
to make them rigid, upon which Nos. 1 and 3 immediately
reverse the stretcher again over towards Nos. 2 and 4,
and set it on its legs; whereupon Nos. 1 and 3 of each
detachment take up slings, and working by the right all
stand up and stand to stretchers precisely as in the case of
the old pattern stretchers.

When it becomes necessary to “fold wp stretchers”
Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment step in between the
poles, and Nos. 2 and 4 turn to the right, and, if the
stretcher is the old pattern, all kneel down as in the
manner already indicated for preparing. These pre-
liminaries attended to, No. 4 at once unfastens the pillow
at the end nearest to him and turns it in along the opposite
pole, Nos. 1 and 2 unfasten the cord lashes on their lett,
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Nos. 3 and 4 those on their right, Nos. 1 and 3 then
unhook the traverses and turn them in along the poles,
and the near pole is then brought over on top of the
opposite one; as soon as this has been accomplished
every man stands up, Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment
still facing each other, lift the stretcher off the ground,
and proceed to wrap the canvas round the poles,
supporting it while so doing by resting the ends of the
poles against their thighs. In the meanwhile Nos. 2 and
4 take up the slings and extend them on top of the
package, taking care that they are free from any twist,
that the dressed side of the leather is outside, and a
transverse strap at either end. The transverse straps are
then buckled tightly round the poles and canvas so as to
confine these in as small a compass as possible, upon
which every man fronts, Nos. 1 and 3 retaining hold of
the stretcher poles. The only point of difference in folding
up the new pattern stretcher is that after the men step
into their places, the stretchers must first be reversed
towards Nos. 2 and 4 before the whole kneel down ; the
binders are then slipped from over the joints of the tra-
verses and the legs set loose and buttoned up, when the
poles can be approximated and the package confined by
the transverse straps of the leather slings and the men
front, as in the case of the old pattern stretcher.

To repeat the exercise the order ¢ Ground stretchers ”
will have to be given, and then to proceed as before.
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To LirT AND LOWER STRETCHERS.

“ Lift stretchers.” * Two.” * Three.”’
“ Tower stretchers.” * Two.”

The principal point to be attended to in lifting and
lowering stretchers is unity of action on the part of
Nos. 1 and 3 bearers of each stretcher; No. 3 must be
habituated from the first to work simultaneously with
No. 1, to wait for No. 1 should the latter not happen to
be ready to lift or lower as soon as he is, or to call out
“ Stand fast,” should No. 1 be in advance of him, and then
“Goon,” whenready. When the men, standing to prepared
stretchers, are directed to lift them it will be done in the
following manner :—

“ Lift stretchers.” Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment
take a side pace to the right over the pole and close their
heels; they then each place a sling over their shoulders,
dividing it equally and with the buckle end over the
right shoulder.

“ Two.” They stoop, slip the loops of the slings over
the ends of the poles, commencing with the left, and then
firmly grasp the poles; after a short pause the word
“ Three” is given by the instructor, upon which Nos. 1 and
3 of each detachment steadily raise the stretcher off the
ground and stand up holding the stretcher at the full
extent of the arms; during the operation. .No. 3 must
closely conform to the movements of No. 1, so that the
horizontal position of the stretcher may be maintained
throughout. Directly Nos. 2 and 4 perceive that Nos. 1
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and 3 have stood up, No. 2 takes a pace to his front and
then wheels to the right-about in front of No. 1, No. 4
turns to the left-about, and both men then adjust the
slings on the neck and shoulders of Nos. 1 and 3 respec-
tively, taking care not only that the leather is well below
the level of the collar of the frock, but that they lie
accurately in the hollow of the shoulder in front. As
soon as these points have been attended to, No. 2 turns
to the right and wheels to the left-about into his place,
upon which Nos. 2 and 4 front together, the whole
working by the right stretcher detachment, which will
look to the left and give the time. |
“ Lower stretchers.” On the caution,  Lower,” Nos. 1
and 3 of each detachment will be prepared to stoop; and
- on the word ‘“ Stretchers,” both men lower the stretcher
very cautiously on the ground, No. 3 again_closely con-
forming to the movements of No, 1. They then each pro-
ceed to slip the loops of the slings off the ends of the
poles; stand up, remove the slings from off their shoul-
ders, double them, and hold them in the right hand in the
manner already deseribed. On the word “ Two,” Nos. 1
and 3 stand to stretchers.
This exercise may then be repeated, or the stretchers
folded up.

To MARCH WITH STRETCHERS.
“ Advance,” “ Retire.” * Right (or left) incline.” * Halt.”

The main purposes to be*kept in view in marching with
a stretcher are as follows :—Firstly, the mode of progres-




STRETCHER EXERCISE. 27

sion of the bearers should be so regulated as to avoid an y
impulses being thereby communicated to the stretcher.
This can be best accomplished by the broken step, a short
pace not exceeding twenty inches, allowing no springing .
from the fore part of the foot; and, lastly, by keeping the |
knees well bent while the advance is being made. And, ]
secondly, the stretcher must be maintained on all occa-|
sions in the horizontal position, or in a position as near to},
the horizontal as possible, the inclination downwards, in |
the latter case, being towards the feet of the patient, so 1
as to ensure the greatest amount of safety to the person
who is being carried upon it. Men of the same height are
therefore selected to act together as bearers; and, on
sloping ground, the general rule* for the bearers is, to
carry the foot end of the stretcher foremost down hill,
__but the head end foremost up hill. ps |
“ Advance.” The stretchers having been lifted, and th

order *“ Advance” given, No. 4 of each detachment at once
doubles round by the head of the stretcher to the centre
of the opposite pole, and No. 2 steps short two paces,
which brings him also to the centre of the stretcher. In
the meantime, No. 1 of each detachment steps oft with the
left foot, and No. 3 with the rig}igiﬂb_giﬁ'{ﬁkﬁié a short,
pace, not to exceed twenty inches in length, in quick time,
keeping the knees well bent, feet close to the ground,
and using the hip joints as little as possible. At ‘¢ Retire,”
each streteher detachment will wheel to the right-about,

e e —————————

— g ———

¥ Further particulars are given in the Appendix.
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the No. 3 of the detachment marking time till the stretcher
is square. At ‘ Halt,” Nos. 1 and 3 halt; No. 2 takes a
pace to his front, and Ne. 4 doubles round by the head of
the stretcher to his former position on the left of the
stretcher.

N.B.—The broken step will require much practice and
frequent repetition before the proper carriage of wounded
men on stretchers can be secured.

To LoADp AND UXNL0OoAD STRETCHERS.

¢ Take post at the right (or left) of the wounded.” “ Advance.”
“ Ground slings.”

“ Lift wounded.”’ * Two.” ‘¢ Three.”

¢ Lower wounded,” * Two,”

“ Lift wounded.” * Two.” ¢ Three.”’

“ Lower wounded.”

1 I:HIG a2

To place a patient on a stretcher involves three sepa-
rate operations, viz. :—

The patient must be lifted off the ground by three
men of the detachment ;

The stretcher must then be laid on the ground
immediately under him by the fourth man ;

And the patient must then be lowered on the stretcher
by the three men, assisted by the fourth.

The most essential point in conducting the lifting and
laying is unity of action on the part of the bearers to
whom it is entrusted, including, as it does, the proper dis-
tribution of the power (the bearers’ hands and arms) under
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'. |

‘the weight. No. 1 under the chest; No. 2 under the!%
pelvis and buttocks; and No. 3 under the lower extremi-

{ ties. Tt must be distinetly understood by them that,
although each man is to raise a gertain part of the weight
of the patient’s body, all must act in concert, or else his
injuries and sufferings may be seriously aggravated by
want of attention to this point.

For this exercise, the company will be formed in ex-
tended order at six paces interval, and the men standing
to prepared stretchers will ground slings, and be allowed
to stand at ease. A party of men, proportionate to the
number of stretcher detachments, and provided with
canvas suits to protect their clothing, will now be marched
in front of the company and directed to lie down : each
patient will place himself perpendicular to the company,
with his head towards it,* and at about one dozen paces
in front of a stretcher. The instructor will now order the
slings to be taken up and the stretchers to be lifted.

“ Take post at the right (or left) of the wounded.” * Ad-
vance.” The caution will now be given to the company
at which side of the wounded the stretchers are to be
placed ; which, on service, will vary according to the na-
ture of the ground, and this will immediately be followed
by the word ‘“ Advance.” Each stretcher detachment then

* Tt will be readily understood that the precise position of the
wounded, laid down here, is for purposes of drill only. When the
bearers are thoroughly acquainted with the exercise, the wounded
may be distributed at random, in any position.
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moves off towards its corresponding patient; having
reached his side, a halt is made without further word of
command, the No. 4 of the detachment being held respon-
sible for the position of the stretcher. When lowered, it
should be but one pace distant, and in a line with the
patient’s body, its head and foot corresponding with his
head and feet respectively. The instructor, seeing that
this has been correctly carried out, then will order the
stretchers to be lowered ; the men to stand to them and
to ground slings. (To “ground” slings, Nos. 1 and 3 stoop
down, place the sling on the canvas, close up to the pole
and opposite their feet, each sling resting on edge of the
leather and with loop to the rear.)

“ Lift wounded.” On receiving this order every detach-
ment moves off. |

If the stretcher has been placed on the right of the
patient, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 wheel to the left-about, close
round by the patient’s feet, and No. 4 to the right-about,
round by the foot of the stretcher, continuing the wheel
in every instance until No. 1 comes opposite the patient’s
shoulders, No. 2 opposite the pelvis, No. 3 opposite his
knees, and No. 4 opposite the centre of the uncovered
side of the stretcher. FEach man, on reaching his ap-
pointed place, halts, and the whole turn inwards together;
No. 4 to the right, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 to the left, and facing
No. 4.

If the stretcher has been placed on the leff of the pa-
tient, No. 4 stands fast, while Nos. 1, 2, and 3 wheel to
the right-about past the foot of the stretcher and close
round by the patient’s feet to the appointed places before
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described ; the whole then turn inwards #ogether, i. e. to
the right, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 facing No. 4
“ Two, l‘he w]mle stoop down and knea,l on_one knee
(the left e-f- the stretcher has been placed on the right of
tT—pmtlen’r and wice versd). No. 4 now lays hold of the
poles of the stretcher at their centre, grasping the near
pole with his left hand and the opposite with his right,
and stands ready, immediately on the patient being raised,
to place it under him., In doing so he is to take care,
firstly, not to knock it against the three other bearers’
feet and legs; and, secondly, to lay it exactiy under the
patient, and also to arrange the slings properly upon it.
the same time, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 proceed to lay hold of!
the patient’s body. No. 1 passes one hand round by the
opposite axilla, under the patient’s neck, the other under
the patient's shoulder which is nearest to him, and he is
| to avoid touching a broken arm. No. 2 passes one arm
under the patient’s loins, and the other below his but-
I; tocks. No. 3 passes both arms under the lower extremi-
| ties ; if there should be a fracture, one hand above and
| one below the seat of the fracture, in order to support it.
| As it facilitates the lifting, the patient, if he possibly can,

E_is now to clasp one or both arms round the neck of No. 1, |

At ¢ Three,’ Nos. 1, 2, and 3, acting together, slowly
rise from the stooping posture, and stand up; the hori-
zontal position of the patient’s body being maintained
throughout the movement. No. 4 places his stretcher
and falls in opposite the three bearers, and, for additional
security, assists in supporting the patient.

“ Lower wounded.” All four bearers will now lower

-
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the patient and place him in the centre of the stretcher,
and one after the other carefully remove their hands from
under him, and stand up, the right detachment giving the
time to the remainder, as usual.

“ Two.” The men now stand to stretchers by the
shortest road. This will vary, according to which side
of the patient the stretcher has been placed originally.
If on the right, Nos. 1,2, and 3 now turn to the right, and
No. 4 to the left, and all wheel to the right-about round
to their places.

If on the left, the whole now make a left turn, and
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 wheel to the right-about round to their
places.

Slings may then be taken up, the stretchers lifted, and
the company practised marching with loaded stretchers;
after which the stretchers will be lowered, slings
grounded, and the stretchers unloaded.

«“ Lift wounded.” At this order each detachment moves
off. Nos. 1,2, and 3 wheel to the left-about, and No. 4 to
the right-about, to their appointed places ; the whole halt,
and turn inwards together.

At “ Two,” all proceed, as before deseribed, to lay hold
of the patient and stretcher ; No. 4, in this instance, being
prepared to draw away the latter on the patient being
raised.

At ¢ Three,” the patient is raised and the bearers stand
up. No. 4 draws away stretcher, and then assists Nos. 1,
9, and 3, until the patient is lowered, passing round by the
head of the stretcher for this purpose.
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“ Lower wounded.” The patients will be lowered, made
to stand up, and marched to the front again, with a view
to repeating the exercise.

On the word “ Two,” the men will stand to stretchers,
as follows: the whole turn to the right; Nos. 1, 2, and 3
left-about wheel to their places, No. 4 subsequently
closing in to his place.

To cHANGE THE NUMBERS.

In' order to qualify each member of the stretcher de-
tachment to perform all the duties, the numbers must be
changed. This will be done by the following words of
command, when the men are standing to prepared
stretchers : —

“Nos. 2 and 4 two paces left-close.” * Quick march.”

“Nos. 1 and 4 right-about turn.”

“The whole Quick march’ “ Mark time. * Front turn.”
¢ Halt.”

¢ Stand to stretchers.” * Quick march.”’

The Nos. 2 and 4 now become the Nos. 1 and 3.

Or, Nos. 1 and 2 can be made to change places with Nos. 3
and 4, by

“Nos. 1 and 2 two paces left-close.” “ Quick march.”

“ Nos. 1 and 2 right-about turn.” * The whole Quick march.,”
“ Mark time.” * Front turn.” * Halt”

“ Stand to strefchers” * Quick march.”
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SEcTION II.—Loading and Unloading Ambulance
Wagons.

Anmpuraxce wagons, like stretchers, are of two different
descriptions in the service, viz. those of the old and new
patterns. For a full account of these reference should
be made to the ‘ Manual of Instructions for the Army
Hospital Corps,” pages 205-213.*% It is sufficient here to
say that six wounded men are intended to be carried in
each wagon, no matter what the pattern; two severely
wounded lying down in the body of the wagon, and two
lichtly wounded sitting on both the front and hind seats.

In each pattern the front seat is approached by a ladder
and the hind seat by a step attached to the tail-board,
and the recumbent patients are carried on stretchers rest-
ing on the floor of the wagon, the new pattern stretcher
alone, however, being adapted for use in the new pattern

* Quite recently (27th April, 1877) several alterations and addi-
tions have been made in the new pattern wagons. Rollers being
now added to the legs of the new pattern stretchers, all previous
fittings for the stretchers (page 211 of the ¢ Manual ’) are removed.
The front and hind standards are fitted with straps, so as to admit
of four stretchers being carried folded up, two on each side of the
wagon, and straps are fixed to the centre of the roof to carry the
pillows belonging to the stretchers. Straps, with buckles and
loops, are att: «ched to the bottom of the w agon, under the stretcher,
for securing rifles. In future the flanges of the wheels will be of

cast iron. 'The wagon, so altered, is the one referred to throughout
this Manual.
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wagons, a special “wagon stretcher” for use in the old
pattern wagons. From this, as a matter of necessity, it
follows, that the introduction of recumbent patients into
the old pattern wagons must always—into the new must
sometimes, when the patients happen to be brought to the
wagon on any but new pattern stretchers—be preceded
by all the inconveniences of a transfer of the wounded
man from one form of stretcher to another.

LoapiNneg AND UNLOADING WOUNDED REQUIRING THE
RecumBENT POSTURE.

(a) Wagons of the Old Pattern.
(b) Wagons of the New Pattern.

(@) Wacoxs oF THE OLD PATTERN.—LOADIXG.

“ Stand to stretchers.” “ Quick march.”

“ For loading, take post at the wagons.” * Advance.”
““ Lower stretchers.)’ ‘¢ Two.”

“Ground slings.” * Stand at ease,”

“ Right stretcher detuclhments.” ¢ Attention,”

“ Lift wounded.” © Two” ¢ Three.”

“ Lower wounded.” * Two.”

* Lift wagon stretchers.” *¢ Two.” * Three.”
% Load.”  Two) * Three

“ Stand to stretchers.” “ Quick march.”

“ Stand at ease.”

“ Left stretcher detachments.” Do. Do. Do.

“ Company.” « Attention.” “ Take up slings.”
“ Lift stretchers.” ““Two.” “Three.” “ Retire.”

Previous to the parade the wagons, in the proportion
of one to every two stretcher detachments about to be
D 2
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exercised, will be drawn up in single rank at one end of ®
the parade ground, at half intervals, and with the hind
part towards the ground on which the parade of the com-
pany is ordered to be held. The company will then be
paraded at a point about thirty paces in rear of the line
of wagons, and the instructor will form it into stretcher
detachments in the manner already laid down in Section 1.,
and tell off the detachments as right and left detachments,
the odd numbers being the right, the even the left, i
detachments.

Half-way between where the company parades and the
line of wagons, a row of prepared stretchers, old or new
pattern, according as the wagons are old or new pattern,
will be laid out at four paces interval, and at the foot of
each a patient, wearing a canvas suit to protect his

. clothing, and with or without a rifle and valise, will be
directed to stand. The order will now be given, ¢ Stand
to stretchers.” ¢ Quick march,”’ upon which each detach-
ment will proceed by the shortest road to its stretcher.
The patients will at the same time be directed to lie |
down at full length on the stretchers, and the company |
on reaching the stretchers to take up slings and lift
stretchers, preparatory to a move being made to the
immediate rear of the wagons for loading.

“ For loading, take post at the wagons.” “ Advance” On
the word * Advance,” the line of stretcher detachments
advances in the appointed manner towards the line of
wagons, every pair (a right and left) of stretcher detach-
ments selecting a common point, the wagon intended for
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them, to march upon: the right pair of detachments
marches by the shortest road to the wagon on the extreme
right of the line of wagons, the next pair to the wagon
next to it, and so on in succession to the left of the line,
the advance in each instance being continued until a point
one stretcher’s length in rear of the wagon is reached
by the No. 1 of the detachment; a halt is then made
without further word of command, No. 3, if need be,
immediately closing to his right or left the distance
required to bring the stretcher directly in line with the
floor of the wagon. The right stretcher detachment to
be directly in rear of the off compartment, and the left
directly in rear of the near.

While the advance is being made, and when the
stretchers are ten paces distant from the wagon, Nos. 2
and 4 of each detachment double out in front of the
stretcher and proceed to the hind end of the wagon, and
lay down the rifle, valise, &c., belonging to the patient
on the ground, outside the near hind wheel, withdraw the
linch pins, pull down the tail-board, lift up the back-
board and place it on the ground alongside the patient’s
equipment ; by the time that this is done the detachment
to which they belong will have halted, and this they now
proceed to rejoin, The instructor will then direct the
stretchers to be lowered and the men to stand to them.
““ Lower stretchers.” *¢ Two,” * Ground slings.” * Stand at
ease.”’

As both stretchers cannot be introduced or removed at
one and the same time, on account of the limited space
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in rear of the wagon for the men to work in, the right
stretcher detachments will be directed to load, or unload,
as the case may be, first, and the left allowed to remain
standing at ease during the operation.

With wagons of the old pattern the patients must first
be transferred from the ordinary stretcher to the “wagon
stretcher.” The lifting and laying for this purpose is to
be conducted in the usual manner, as described in Seec-
tion L., and by the following words of command, * Right
stretcher detachments.” “Attention.” “Lift wounded.”  Two.”
“Three” At ¢ Three,” No. 4 of each detachment, the
moment the patient is lifted clear, draws the stretcher
away four paces to the right of the detachment, doubles
to the end of the wagon, and commences to draw out the
off ““wagon stretcher,” looking to the No. 4 of the detach-
ment on the extreme left for the time; then standing on
the right of the stretcher, and laying hold of it at its
centre, left hand over on the pole opposite him, right hand
under on the pole nearest him, so as to keep the stretcher
horizontal after its removal from the wagon, he draws it
completely clear of the wagon, moves with it to the rear,
and places it on the ground immediately underlying the
patient (taking care in doing so not to knock it against
the feet or legs of the other men of the detachment), and
then, for additional security, assists in supporting the
patient. While supporting the patient in this position,
every man of the detachment will place the fore part
of his left foot on the stretcher pole, so as to help to
steady himself and the stretcher. ¢ Lower wounded.”




AMBULANCE WAGONS, 39

« Tyo.” The patient is next lowered, and the men ordered
to stand to stretchers.

“ Lift wagon stretchers.” On this command, No. 3 of
each detachment turns to the left about, and then Nos. 1
and 3 move round by the head and foot of the stretcher
respectively to the opposite side, and halt opposite the
ends of the pole; at the same time Nos. 2 and 4 take a
pace, the former to the front, the latter to the rear, so as
to be opposite Nos. 1 and 3. All the numbers now turn
inwards together towards the patient, Nos. 2 and 4 facing
Nos. 1 and 3.

“ Two.” The whole stoop and lay hold of the poles of the

stretcher. Nos. 2 and 3 grasp the ends of the poles with

their-left hands, and the centre of the poles with their
right. Nos. 1 and 4, on the other hand, grasp the ends of
the poles with their right hands, and the centre with their
left, palms of the hands in every case to be uppermost:
care must also be taken not to insert the fingers in the
space between the upper and lower framework of the
stretcher, lest they may get jammed.

«« Phree.” The four bearers of each detachment by a
simultaneous movement now litt the stretcher off the
ground and stand up, holding it at the full extent of the
arms. .

“ Ioad.” The men advance with the stretcher towards
the end of the wagon, the front and rear rank men break-
ing step during the advance, and carrying the stretcher
very steadily, and halt one pace distant from the floor
without further word of command. On the word *‘ T'wo,”
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the stretcher is raised on a level with the floor, and the
front pair of wheels are placed resting upon it. Nos. 1
and 2 now retire in rear of Nos. 3 and 4, and the latter
give the stretcher the proper direction for insertion, |
and then, avoiding all jerking and jolting, slowly introduce Y
it, until the rear pair of wheels touch the end of the
floor. At the same time No. 1 doubles round by the off
side of the wagon, and springs up on the fore-carriage, so |
as to be ready to guide the poles of the stretcher, when g
they come within his reach, into the openings prepared |
for them in the front-board.

‘““ Three.” The rear end of the stretcher is lifted up,
and the rear pair of wheels placed resting on the floor,
and the stretcher then pushed home. This accomplished, |
No. 1 jumps down from the fore-carriage, the No. 1 of the 'i
detachment on the extreme right giving the time to the .
remainder, and rejoins his detachment, which now falls in i
in single rank in rear of and facing the wagon, No. 3 being |
on the right, No, 1 on the left, and Nos. 2 and 4 between.

On the command “ Stand to stretchers,” every man of the
right detachments turns to the right, and on * Quick
march,” the whole move to the right until the No. 3 of
each detachment reaches a point opposite his stretcher;
each detachment then makes a rigcht wheel, files on the
stretcher, halts, fronts, and takes post in the usual
manner. The right detachments will then be allowed to
stand at ease.

The left detachments having been called to attention
will be directed to load in a similar manner, the only

N
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points of difference being that, on the patient being lifted
No. 4 of each detachment wﬂl draw away the stretcher
only as far to the right of his detachment as to be just
clear of the line of the off hind wheel ; and further, before
standing to stretchers, No. 2 of ea,{,-h detd.i;,hment will
replace the back-board n situ. Both stretcher detach-
ments of each wagon having in this way loaded, the com-
pany will be directed to “ Take up slings,” * Lift stretchers,”
and “ Retire” to the original alignment, where the de-
tachments will be formed up as before, the stretchers
lowered, and slings grounded, preparatory to unloading.

Wacoxs oF THE OLp PATTERN.—UNILOADING.

“ For unloading, take post at the wagons.” “ Advance.”

“ Right stretcher detachments.” * Unload,’ * Two.” % Three.”
““ Lower stretchers.” ** Two,”’

“ Left stretcher detachments.” Do, Do, Do,

“ Company.”” “ Attention.” “ Return wagon stretchers.”

“ Retire,” * Stand to stretchers.’

“ For unloading, take post at the wagons,” “ Advance.”’
The stretcher detachments in pairs now advance to the
wagons, the right pair to the wagon on the extreme

right, the next pair to the wagon next to it, and so on

from right to left, each detachment halting directly in
rear of its wagon, and opposite and at one pace distant
from the compartments, the right detachments opposite
the off, and the left detachments opposite the near com-
partments, as before, No. 1 to be next the wagon, and

|
i
|

—
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Nos. 2, 4, and 3 to be correctly covering No. 1. The left
detachments will then be allowed to stand at ease.

““ Right stretcher detachments.” ¢ Unload.” On this com-
mand, Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment take a side pace
to the right, No. 2 a pace to his front, and No. 4 a pace
to his rear.

“ Two.” No. 2 of each detachment now lifts up the
back-board and places it on the ground outside the near
hind wheel; he then returns to the end of the wagon,
when both he and No. 1 lay hold of the off “wagon
stretcher,” both men grasping the poles nearest to them,
the former with his left hand and the latter with his
right, and both then very steadily and slowly commence
to draw it out until its front wheels rest on the end of
the floor.

“ Three.” The bearers of each detachment standing
nearest the wagon—Nos. 1 and 2—now transfer the head
end of the stretcher to the Nos. 3 and 4, and then them-
selves proceed to lay hold of the foot end, upon which it is
lifted clear of the wagon, and carried a stretcher’s length
direct to the rear, when the detachment will halt without
any further word of command. The men will next be
directed to ¢ Lower stretchers,” and stand to them, the
patients to stand up and move to the foot of the stretchers,
where they are to remain until ordered to the rear for a
repetition of the exercise.

The left detachments will then unload in a similar
manner. On the command ¢ Retwurn wagon stretchers,” the
Nos. 4 of the right detachments double round to the
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opposite side of the stretchers, lay hold of them as before,
and then working by the left replace them in the wagons,
and return to their detachments; the same thing is then
done by the Nos. 4 of the left detachments, who, however,
in addition will replace the back-boards before rejoining.

The company, and “wounded "—having procured their
rifles and valises—will then be retired in rear of the line
of stretchers, the former directed to stand to stretchers,
and the latter to lie down on them if the exercise is to be
repeated.

(b) Waeoxs oF THE NEw PATTERN.—LoADING AND
UNLOADING.

The new pattern wagon is loaded and unloaded in
almost a precisely similar manner to the old, and by the
same words of command, with one exception, and that is,
since the new pattern stretcher is adapted for use in the
new pattern wagon, the patient requires no transfer. Of
course, should a patient happen to be conveyed to the
new pattern wagon on any other than the new pattern
stretcher, a transfer will still be necessary.

Words of command, no transfer being necessary :—
LoApiNg.—

“ For loading, take post at the wagons.” *“Advance.”’
« Lower stretchers.” * Two.’ % Fix slings.” * * Stand at ease.”

* Nos. 1 and 3 of each detachment now attach the slings to the
traverses of the stretcher by buckling the transverse straps round
the traverses, in such a manner as to have the slings extended
between the traverses below the canvas bottom ; hére they are not in
the way, and will be ready for use when the stretcher is unloaded,
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* Right stretcher detachments.,” * Attention.” {
“ Lift stretchers.” ¢ Two.” ¢ Three” (as if wagon stretchers).
¢ Logd? ¢ Two * Three,”
“ Right turn.” ¢ Right wheel.” “ Halt” (abreast of left stretcher
detachments). * Front.”
““ Left stretcher detachments.” Do. Do. Do, ;
“ Company.” ¢ Retire.” '
UNLOADING.— |
¢ For unloading, take post at the wagons.” * Advance.” o
“ Right stretcher detachments.” “Unload.” ¢ Two.” ** Three.”
¢ Lower stretehers.” * Two.” * Remove slings.”
“ Left stretcher detachments.” Do. Do,
“ Company.” “ Lift stretchers.” * Two.” ¢ Three
“ Retire.”
The company will then be retired, and the exercise
repeated.
Loapixg AND Uxrnoapine WoUNDED ABLE To SIT
UPRIGHT.
After the stretchers have been introduced, and the men A

thoroughly instructed in the exercise, they will be taught
to assist patients who are supposed to be able to sit, into
hind and front seats. They should be practised in lower-
ing the ladder provided to facilitate ingress and egress to
the latter, and in lashing it up again; also in putting
away articles of equipment, rifles, valises, &c., in the
various positions assigned for them in the wagon.
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SEcTION III.—Improvised Methods of removing the
| Wounded.

WHEN stretchers and other regular means of conveyance
are not available, wounded men may be transported short
distances by various improvised methods, The principal
of these are the 2, 3, and 4-handed seats, by which two
'?"-‘ bearers can form a seat adapted for the removal of a
patient able to assume the sitting posture, and the musket
stretcher, by which four bearers can remove a patient in the
recumbent posture.
The company will first be practised in forming these
seats and stretchers.

To ForM 2, 3, OR 4-HANDED SEATS.

“ Rear rank two paces step back.” ¢ Slow march.”

“ Form 2, 3, or 4-handed seats.”” “ Two.”
¢ Front,”
“ Close order.” * March.”

“Rear rank two paces step back.” * Slow march.” The
company having been sized as for stretcher exercise, will
first have the ranks opened. ¢ Form 2, 3, or 4-handed seats.”
The right files make a turn to the left and the left files
turn to the right, so as to face each other. ‘ Two.” A 2,
3, or 4-handed seat is now made. 7The 2-handed seat, by |

[the bearers joining the front pair of hands together, the
4 \ left files locking the fingers of the left hand with the \
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1 fingers of the right hand of the right files, palms upper-| 9@
| most, at the same time crossing the unoccupied hands and|
| arms as if they were placed round the loins of a patient|
| sitting in the seat. 7The 3-handed seat by the right files| -
grasping the thick portion of the left forearm with the | |
. right hand—the left files then grasping the right fore- 1
. arm of the right files with the left hand, and the right il \
5 files the left forearm of the left files with the disengaged | 4
t hand. The hand which the left files have still disengaged | %3
i is then made to rest on the adjoining shoulder of the '.5 :
\ other bearers so as to form a back support. 7'he 4-handed |
\ seat by both bearers grasping the left forearm with the
 right hand, and then grasping the disengaged forearms |

with the disengaged hands, backs uppermost ; they thus |

mutually support each other and are mutually supported. |

“ Front.” On the word “ Front,” the men smartly drop
the hands to the sides and turn to the front. *‘ Close
order.” * March.”

To rorM MUSKET STRETCHERS.
Stores required, Rifles and Rugs. A
“ Prepare musket stretchers.” “ Take up arms and rugs.”
The company having been sized as for stretcher exercise,
the rifles (with bayonets fixed) and rugs will be served out,
the rifles to every right file, front, and rear rank (or
No. 1 and No. 4), and the rugs to every front-rank man
(or No. 2) of the left files. The rifles to be held at the order,
and the rugs rolled and fastened by a strap to be worn
across the right shoulder. The formation of the company ¢
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will then be proceeded with on the principles laid down
in Section I., and the stretcher detachments extended at
four paces interval.

“ Prepare musket stretchers.” On this command all the
Nos. turn to the right, Nos. 2 and 4 of each detachment
remain steady, but Nos. 1 and 3 take two paces to their
then front, halt, and turn to the right-about—as soon as
Nos. 2 and 4 see this they each close outward so as to
cover Nos. 1 and 3—upon which No. 2 takes the rug off
his shoulder, unbuckles the strap, and throws one end of
the roll to No. 3, who assists him in unrolling it and then
spreading it out evenly lengthwise between the four men;
as soon as Nos. 1 and 4 perceive that the rug is ready
they stoop down and lay the rifles on the ground under the
edges of the rug, one on either side, muzzles to the front,
butts to the rear, hammers facing inwards (if old pattern).
All the Nos. now proceed to roll the rugs tightly round
the rifles, a like number of rolls round each, until the
space between the two rifles measures thirty inches, the
rolling then ceases, the men stand up and stand to
stretchers, as follows:—Nos. 2, 3, and 4 of each detach-
ment turn to the left, No. 1 to the right ; No. 1 then wheels
to the left-about to his place, halts, and fronts. No. 3
wheels to the right-about round by the head of the
stretcher to his place. No. 2 steps back and No. 4 steps
forward a pace, while Nos. 1 and 3 are wheeling.

““ Take up arms and rugs.” No. 3 of each detachment
now turns to the left-about, Nos. 1 and 3 go round to the
opposite side, Nos. 2 and 4 close outwards and cover
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Nos. 1 and 3. The whole then turn inwards together,
and kneel down on left knee and unroll the rug. Nos. 1
and 4 take up the rifles while Nos. 2 and 3 roll up the
rug as follows :—The foot end will be brought up to the
head end and the whole then rolled from the head end
towards the foot, upon which the strap is buckled round
the ends. No. 2 then puts the rug over his shoulder and
all the Nos. stand up, Nos. 2 and 4 still facing Nos. 1 and
3. The whole immediately form detachment as follows :
Nos. 2 and 4 take two side paces inwards, Nos. 1 and 3,
two paces to their then front, upon which the whole front
together.

To Lirr AXD CARRY WoOUNDED BY IMPROVISED SEATS.
TWo-HANDED SEATS.

“ Rear rank right-about turn.” “ Quick march.) < Halt)’
“ Front.”

“ Ranks from the left (or right) extend.”

“ By 2-handed seats lift wounded.” “ Two.” “ Three.”

“ Lower wounded,” * Two.”

“ Ranks on the left (or right) close.”

“ Rear rank.”  Quick march.”” “ Huait”

“ Rear rank right-about turn.” “ Quick march.” « Halt.”
“Front.” The company having been sized, the rear rank
will be retired to ten paces from the front rank. A party of
“wounded,” in the proportion of one to every two bearers,
will then be extended at four paces interval in front of
both ranks, and directed to sit down, back towards the
bearers,

§
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N.B.—The wounded should wear canvas clothing and
the company be provided with knee-caps.

“ Ranks from the left (or right) extend.” On the word
“ Fatend,” the two men on the flank named stand' fast, the
remainder turn outwards and extend, the supernumeraries,
pacing along the line and seeing that every two men halt
immediately in rear of a patient.

“ By 2-handed seats lift wounded.” The right half files
now take an oblique pace to the right front with the
right foot, and the left to the left front with the left foot,
each man then makes a left and right turn respectively so
as to face each other. “ Two.” Both bearers kneel on the
knee next the patient’s feet, and at once form a 2-handed
seat beneath his thighs. “ Zhree.” They steadily rise
together, lifting the patient off the ground, close their
heels, and jam the patient’s body in between and against
their own, passing their unoccupied hands and arms round
his loins and pelvis to give him support.

If required to advance, both bearers will step off
with opposite feet, the right half files with the right and
the left half files with the left feet; the left half files
looking to the right for the dressing.

If to retire, the right half files will mark time and
bring the left round, both men moving on when square.

“ Halt” “ Lower wounded.” At this command both men
stoop and kneel down and place the patient sitting on the
ground, disengage their hands quietly, and rise to the
erect position.

“ Two.” Both men front and take an oblique pace to
E
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the rear, the right half file to the left rear, and the left 1
half file to the right rear. This will bring them to their
original position; the ranks can then be closed, the
wounded marched to the rear, the rear rank advanced,

and the parade dismissed, or the exercise be repeated.

THREE AND FOUR-HANDED SEATS.

“ Rear rank right-about turn.” < Quick march.” “ Hait" “Front.” !
“ Banks from the left (or right) extend.”

“ By 3 or 4-handed seats lift wounded.” “ Two.” “ Tharee.”’

“ Lower wounded,” “ Two.”

“ Ranks on the left (or right) close.”

“ Rear rank quick march.” “ Halt.”

The company and “ wounded ” parties will be arranged
as in the former exercise, except that the wounded will
be placed standing.

By 3 or 4-handed seats, lift wounded.” The bearers
now turn so as to face each other, preparatory to forming
3 or 4-handed seats. “ Two.” 3 or 4-handed seats are
formed. The bearers then stoop, bending the knees .
slightly, and place the seat under the patient’s buttocks.
The patients at the same time are to pass both arms over
the bearers’ heads, and place them on their shoulders.
“ Three.” The bearers steadily rise together, lifting the
patient off the ground and closing in as they do to his
body. Advancing and retiring will then be practised, as
in the former exercise.

“ Lower wounded.” “Two.” The patients are placed
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standing, and the bearers take up their original position:
when the exercise may be repeated, or the company dis-
missed, as in the former exercise.

LoApixg ANXD UNLOADING, AND MARcHING WITH MUSKET
STRETCHERS.
““ Take post at the right of the wounded.” * Advance.” .
% Prepare muskel stretchers.”
“ Lift wounded, §c.”
 Lift musket stretchers.” « Two.” * Three.”
“ Lower musket stretchers.”
“ Lift wounded.”
“ Take up arms and rugs.”

Rifles and rugs having been served out to the company,
and detachments formed, and a party of “wounded” ex-
tended in front at four paces interval, the musket stretcher
detachments will be directed to ““7Take post at the wounded,”
to “ Prepare musket streichers,” and then to ‘“ Iif¢” and
¢ Lower” the wounded in the manner before detailed. On
the command, “ Lift musket stretchers,” the men will range
themselves round the stretcher in precisely the same
manner as described in Section I1. for lifting the “wagon
stretcher,” with this one exception, that on the word
“ Three,” a very firm grasp of the rug must be taken by
every man, else the weight of the patient will cause the
rug to unroll, and so expose the patient to the risk of
a fall.

In advancing or retiring, it will also be remembered

E 2
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that Nos. 2 and 4 must step off with the left foot if
Nos. 1 and 3 step off with the right, a broken step
being necessary. After some practice in marching,
the stretchers will be unloaded, and arms and rugs
taken up. If requisite to change the numbers, the com-
mand ¢ Ground arms and rugs” will be given, upon which
the rifles and rugs will be laid down on the ground, close
to the men’s feet, muzzles of the rifles to the front, and the
numbers changed, as detailed in Section I. To repeat the
exercise the command will be ¢ Take up arms and rugs.”
«“ Tuke post at the right of the wounded.” ‘‘Advance,” &e., &c.,

as before.
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SEcTION IV.—Exercises with Mountain Equipment.

22

Oxreference to the detail of a ¢ bearer-company ” with
mountain equipment (page 7), it will be found that
seventy-six pack animals (mules), each in charge of a
muleteer, are to be provided per army corps for the con-
veyance of patients in mountain warfare. Fifty of this
number are to be equipped with cacolets, or folding
chairs, for the conveyance of those able to sit upright,
and the remainder (twenty-six) with litters for those
whose disability necessitates the recumbent posture.

Cacolets in pairs, and litters in pairs, are constructed
to be hooked on pack-saddles, one on each side.

The pack-saddle used is the general service pattern,
and that known as size No. 1. It consists of the follow-
ing parts :—

One bit T bridoon, with rein. One rein chain, tinned.
s breeching, circular web, sy saddle tree.f
s collar, breast, circular web. 4 Seat.
sy 5 head-stall, circular web. », straps, bagcage sets.
» crupper, circular web. W, g Crupney
s girths, circular web. » 3 girthattached to tree.
sy pannels,® pairs, sy Surcingle, circular web,

* The pannels are of straw, quilted into a canvas casing faced
with curled hair and covered over with tanned canvas and cream
drill linings. The harness is principally of circular web, with thongs
of Priller’s hide, in lieu of leather straps and buckles.

t The trees of these saddles are composed of iron arches and four
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54 EXERCISES WITH MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT.

To SAppLE AND UNSADDLE.

¢ — files on the right take post at the mules.” * Quick march.”
“ Unsaddle.”

“ Saddle.”

The company will first be taught how to saddle and
unsaddle. For this purpose, any number of mules not
exceeding half a dozen, properly saddled and bridled in
the first instance, will be led out in front of the company
by the muleteers, and drawn up in line in extended order
at six paces interval, and at about six paces from the
front rank, facing the same direction as the company,

““— files on the right take post at the mailes. Quick
march.” On this command a file from the right of the
company will move off to each mule; the right file to
the mule on the right of the line, the second file from the
right to the mule next to it, and so on in succession from
right to left. On arriving at the hind-quarters of the
mule, the front and rear rank men in each instance sepa-
rate ; the front-rank man to proceed to the near side, and
the rear-rank man to the off. Both halt without any
further word of command on reaching the saddle, and
with the shoulders next the mule close in to the pannels,
facing the front.

“ Unsaddle)” The front-rank man now turns to the

side-bars of beech, the lower ones on each side being designed to
prevent undue pressure upon the animal’s ribs, folding outwards
by means of hinges to any required extent, but only inwards to a
fixed angle, assumed to be that of greatest comfort to the animal.

-
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right and sets loose the girths, commencing with the rear
one. The rear-rank man moves round under the mule’s
head to the near side, and sets loose the breast and neck -
straps, and then returns to the off side, where he proceeds
to pick up the breast and neck straps and the girths, all
of which he then places upon the seat. DBoth men then
sweep the saddle back on the mule’s hind-quarters; the
rear-rank man removes the crupper and places it upon
the seat, seeing which the front-rank man grasps the
saddle tree with both hands—hands between the hooks,
palms downwards—and lifts it clear of the mule, taking
a pace to his then rear as he does so.

“ Saddle.” The front-rank man takes a pace towards
the mule, and as he does so raises the saddle up and places
it on the hind-quarters, whereupon the rear-rank man
proceeds to pass the crupper, and then both men help to
draw forward the saddle. The rear-rank man now draws
down the girths and breast-straps. He then throws the
neck-strap over the mule’s neck, and with the breast-strap
in hisleft hand goes under the mule’shead to the near side,
and buckles both in their appointed places, the latter to
the pannel casing, the former to the breast-strap itself,
returning to the off side in time to turn to the front with
the front-rank man. Meanwhile the frant-rank man
girths, commencing with the front one, and both men
then front together.

The first party of men having in this way been in-
structed how to saddle and unsaddle, they will be turned
about, directed to rejoin the company, and allowed to
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stand at ease, while the remainder of the company is put
through the exercise.

CACOLETS.

A pair of the latest pattern cacolets weigh 56 Ibs. Each
cacolet consists of the following parts :—a seat, or cushion;
two hanging bars, terminating in hooks by which the
cacolet is attached to the pack-saddle, and certain parts
designed to prevent the patient from falling out of the
cacolet ; a foot-board, and slings; two uprights, and a side
rail, and back and waist straps. When not required for
use, the pair of cacolets are constructed to fold up against
the saddle, against which they can then be kept closely
approximated by means of a surcingle.

To Hook ox AND Uxmoork CACOLETS.

“ — files on the right take post at the mules.” ““Quick march.”’
“ Unhook cacolets” * Two.”

“ Ground cacolets.”

“ Take up cacolets.”

“ Hook on.” * Two.”

For this exercise the mules (with cacolets folded up)
will be placed by the muleteers in front-of the company,
in the same manner as directed for saddling.

“« — files on the right take post at the mules.” “ Quick march.”
On this order, a file proceeds to each mule and takes post
as in saddling. *“ Unhook cacolets” Both men turn in-
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wards towards the mule. The front-rank man loosens
the surcingle, removes it, and places it on the ground at
the muleteer’s feet. Both men then simultaneously grasp
the hooks of cacolets, fingers on the hooks, thumbs on the
seats, so as to preserve the compact form of the package.

“ Two.” They unhook the cacolets and take a pace to
their then rear.

“ Ground cacolets.” The packages are laid down on the
ground at the men’s feet, cushions uppermost, hooks
pointing away from the mule, and foot-board on top, and
both men rise up.

““ Take up cacolets.” The men stoop, draw the foot-board
aside, and lay hold of the cacolets as before, fingers on the
edge of the cushion, so as to keep it close to the hanging
bars, and rige up.

““ Hook on.”’ Both men take a pace in the direction of
the mule and raise up the cacolets te the requisite height
for hooking on. “ 7wo.” The four hooks are simulta-
neously dropped into their places, the surcingle passed,
and the men turn to their front together.

The exercise will now be repeated with a fresh party
of men.

k]

5

To prREPARE CacoLETS For USE.
¢« files on the right take post at the mules.” “ Quick march.”
“ Prepare cacolets.”
“ Fold up cacolets.”
The mules in front of the company, as before.
“— files on the right take post at the mules.” “Quick march.”
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On the order a file proceeds to each mule and takes post
il as in the former exercise.

“ Prepare cacolets.,” Both men turn inwards towards
the mule. The front-rank man removes the surcingle,
and places it on the ground at the muleteer's feet. The
seats are then drawn down horizontal, the side rails
raised, and the waist and front straps unbuckled.

“ Fold up cacolets.” The converse of the above. The
waist and front straps are buckled, the side rails lowered,
the seats pushed tup to the saddle, the foot-boards placed
on top and between the hanging bars, the surcingle then
passed, and the men turn to the front together.
| The exercise may then be repeated with a fresh party
of men,

T arn i s ——

To LoAp AND Uxnoap CAcoLETS.

¢ For loading. — files on the vight take post at the mules.” “ Quick
march.”

“ By 2-handed seats lift wounded.” * Two.” ¢ Three.”

| “ Load." * Two? !

‘i “ Unload.” “ Two,” ]

| “ Lower wounded.”

[ The mules in front of the company as before. The
patients, provided with canvas clothing, will be placed
sitting on the ground (backs towards the company), three
| paces in front of the cacolets.

1 « For loading. — files on the right take post at the mules.”
1 “ Quick march.” "Two files now proceed to each mule, the
. Ll right files to the near side, the left to the off. Omn reach-
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ing the saddle they halt without further word of command.
If the cacolets are found to be folded up the order will be
given to prepare them, which will be carried into effect
principally by the front-rank men. The rear rank will of
course render what assistance they can. If on the other
hand the cacolets are already prepared, the order will be
given, “ By 2-handed seats lift wounded,” upon which
the men will advance and place themselves on each side
of the patients, the front-rank men on their right, the
rear-rank men on their left, On * Two,” they kneel down
and form 2-handed seats, and on ¢ Three,” they very
steadily rise up together, lifting the patients off the
ground as they do.

“ Load.” Every file steps back to a cacolet, halting
immediately in front of it.

“ Two.” The patients are raised up as high as the caco-
lets, and put sitting in the seats, being directed to assist
the bearers as much as possible while this is being done.
The front-rank men then arrange the foot-boards under the
Patients’ feet and secure the front straps, while the rear-
rank men at the same time pass the waist-straps round
the patients’ waists and secure them. Each file then takes
post outside the cacolet.

“ Unload.” 'The converse of the above. The front-rank
men unbuckle the front straps and remove the patients’
feet from the foot-boards, and the rear-rank men unbuckle
the waist-straps. This done, the whole place themselves
about the patients, preparatory to forming 2-handed
seats. On the near side the front-rank man takes post
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between the mule’s shoulder and the patient, the rear-rank
man outside the patient. On the off side the rear-rank
man goes inside, the front-rank man outside. Each file
then forms a 2-handed seat under the patient’s thighs,
and both men circle the patient’s waist with their dis-
engaged hands and arms as far as possible.

“ Two,” The patients are lifted clear and firmly
grasped, and each file takes three paces to the front and
halts. “ Lower wounded” follows when the patients are
put sitting on the ground and the men take post. _

The exercise can then be repeated with a fresh party of
men.

To Loap AxD UxroAp wiTH REDUCED N UMBERS.
3 BEARERS.

p — <riel) e e T - " P
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“ For loading. — detachments on the right take post at the mules.”
“ Quick march.”

“ By 2<handed seats lift wounded.” ¢ Two.” < Three.”

% Load.” ¢ Two.”

“ Unload,)” *“ Two.)’

¢ Lower wounded.”

When three bearers only are available, the cacolets will
be loaded or unloaded one at a time, and one after the
other.

The mules and patients will be drawn up as for the last
exercise, and the company will be formed three deep,
each three men constituting a detachment, as follows :(—

Number by threes.

Threes right (or left).

Left (or right) turn. :

O . i e
Al . i T




EXERCISES WITH MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT. 61

On the right close. Quick march.
Front rank, No. 1 bearers ; centre rank, No. 2; and rear rank,
No. 3 bearers.

“ For loading. — detachments on the right, take post at the
mules.” “Quick march.” One detachment now moves off to
each mule, Nos. 1 and 2 to the near side, No. 3 to the off.
On reaching the saddle they halt, No. 2 in rear of No. 1.
It folded up, the cacolets will first be prepared. If already
prepared, the loading will be at once proceeded with.
“DBy 2-handed seats, lift wounded.” * Two.” ¢ Three.”
““ Load.” “ Two.” The patient opposite the near cacolet
is first lifted and put into the near cacolet by Nos. 1 and
2, in the manner already described. No. 3 on the word
“ Wounded,” however, turns to the left and grasps the
side rail of the off cacolet, so as to be prepared to coun-
teract the weight of the patient when placed in the near
cacolet, retaining hold until such time as the off cacolet
is loaded, when he can let go his hold. The patient
opposite the off cacolet is then lifted by Nos. 1 and 2 and
put into the off cacolet, upon which No. 3 releases his
hold, and proceeds to secure the straps and foot-board on
the off side, while Nos. 1 and 2 do the same on the near.
All the numbers then take post.

“ Unload.” No. 3 of each detachment doubles round to
the near side, and falls in close behind the cacolet ; Nos.
1 and 2 unbuckle the straps, &ec., and form 2-handed
seat; No. 3 then grasps the side rail, so as to counteract
the weight in the opposite cacolet when the near is
unloaded. “Two.” “ Lower wounded.” The patient is
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then lifted clear, and lowered. Then the off cacolet is
quickly unloaded in a similar manner. All the numbers
take post, are turned about, directed to rejoin the com-
pany, and the exercise repeated with others.

LITTERS,

A pair of the latest pattern litters weigh 106 Ibs. As
the cacolets are sometimes called folding chairs, the litters
may with equal right be called folding stretchers. Iach
consists of an iron framework, jointed, in three parts—
head, centre, and foot-piece (the head-piece is protected
by a hood and provided with a pillow)—a canvas bottom,
two uprights, and a side rail, hanging bars terminating in
hooks by which the litter is suspended from the hooks of
the pack-saddle, belly-band and suspension straps, and an
apron.*

When not required for use, the pair of litters are con-

* The apron is made of Russia duck, sufficiently large to cover
the exposed portion of the litter with its sick or wounded occupant.
The aprons are attached to the litters at their ends, the front end
having seven button-holes corresponding with the leather buttons on
the hood of the litter, and the rear having two leather thongs, each
with button and button-hole for attachment to the bottom of foot-
piece. The top of each apron is also provided with three beech
toggles 2% inches in length, with strong loops and one leather
button; the former are for the purpose of securing the sides when
rolled up for additional ventilation, and the latter for securing the
front when turned back for the same purpose. The inner edge ot
the apron is notched in two places, to clear the hanging bars of the
litter. (Changes in War Materiel.)
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structed to fold up against the saddle, and are there
retained by a surcingle.

To Hoox ox axp Uxmoox Lirrers (ForpEp UP).

“ — files on the right take post at the mules” “ Quick march.”
“ Unhook litters.”  Two,”

“ Ground litters.’

¢ Take up litters.”

“ Hook on.” * Two.”

The mules will be brought on the ground with litters
folded up, and placed by the muleteers in the same posi-
tion as for cacolet exercise, but facing the company.
 — files on the right take post at the mules.” “ Quick mareh.”
On this order a file proceeds to each mule, the front-rank
man to the near side, the rear-rank man to the off. “ Unjool
litters.” Both men turn inwards; the front-rank man sets
loose the surcingle, removes it, and places it on the ground
at the muleteer’s feet. The litters are then drawn down
horizontal, and both men lay hold of them, the front-rank
man right hand on outer rail, left hand on inner; the rear-
rank man, left hand on outer rail, richt hand on inner.
At “ Two,” both litters are unhooked, and the men take a
pace to their rear. ¢ Ground litters.”” The litters are
placed on the ground, hanging bars nearest the mule, and
the men rise up. “ Take up litters.” The men stoop, take
hold of the litters as before, and rise up. * Hook on.” A
pace is taken in the direction of the mule, and the litters
raised to the requisite height for hooking on. ¢ 7%0.”
All four hooks are simultaneously dropped into their
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places, the litters turned up against saddle, the surcingle
'l passed, and the men front.
18 The exercise will then be repeated with fresh numbers.

To PREPARE LITTERS FOR USE.
“ _ files on the right take post at the mules.” * Quick march.”
“ Prepare litters.”
“ Fold up litters.”

The mules in front of the company as before, with
litters folded up. .

“ — files on the right take post at the mules.” * Quick ]
march.” A file proceeds to each mule and takes post as in "
i |  the former exercise.

 Prepare litters,” Both men turn inwards. The front-
rank man removes the surcingle and then the litters are
drawn down and opened out. First the foot-pieces are
raised up and extended and then the head-pieces (the
belly-band and suspension straps generally stowed away
i | in the near litter are now removed and placed on the
ground along with the surcingle). The joints are next
fixed—beginning with the inner joint between the head
and centre-pieces, then proceeding to the outer joint,
then to the outer joint between the foot and centre-
pieces, and ending with the inner joint between foot and
centre-pieces—by passing a linch-pin through the holes |
in the iron framework and the thongs through the linch- II
pins to prevent them slipping out. 1

This done, the aprons are to be rolled lengthwise and
placed on the inner side of the litter close to the hanging %
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bars—extended from the pillow to the footrail—the end
with leather thongs at foot, the hood-rod straps are then
laid at full length on top of the roll, upon which both
men take up a position outside the centre-pieces facing
the front.

‘¢ Fold wp litters.”” The converse of the above. The hood-
rod straps are rolled up and put away in the hood at the
top of the pillow, the aprons are folded up square, not so
large as the pillow, and placed on the pillow, the belly-
band and suspension straps placed on the centre-piece of
the near litter, linch-pins withdrawn, commencing with
the one inside the foot-piece and ending with the one
inside the head-piece, each man returning to the centre-
piece then folds up the litter, head-piece first, then foot-
piece. The folded-up litters are now pushed up against
the saddle, the surcingle passed, and the men front.

The exercise may then be repeated with fresh numbers.

To Loap AND UxNLOAD LITTERS.

The following are the steps which must be undertaken
for loading ; first the litters must be prepared, then
unhooked and lowered, then the patients lifted and laid
on the litters, and finally the litters rehooked on the pack-
saddle. For unloading, the litters must be unhooked
first, then lowered, and then the patients removed.

This can be best accomplished with 8 or 6 bearers, it
cw also be done with 4.

The mules will be drawn up in front of the company
g
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as before, with litters folded up. A patient will be J
directed to lie down on the ground in front of each litter,

head next the litter and body in line with it when opened
out.

To Loap AxD Uxroap wita 8 BEARERS.

« For loading. — detachments on the right take post at
the mules.” *° Quick march.”

“ Prepare litters.”

“ Unhook litters.” * Two.”

« Lower litters.” ¢ Two,”

< Lift wounded.” “ Two.” * Three.”

¢ Lower wounded.” * Two.”

¢ Lift litters” < Two.” ¢ Three.”

“ Hook on.” ¢ Two.”

“ Fix back suspension straps.”’

“ iz hood-rod straps, belly-band straps, and aprﬂns

“ Prepare litters for unhooking, &c.”

The company will be formed four deep, and have the
detachments numbered, the odd being the right and the
even numbers the left detachments, the front rank;being
the No. 1 bearers and the rear rank the No. 3 bearers, as )
in stretcher exercise. Two detachments per mule are
required for the exercise.

« For loading. — detachments on the right take post at the
mades.” Quick march.”” On this command the right
detachments proceed to the near litters, the left to the
off, and halt with Nos. 2 and 4 opposite the saddle.
« Prepare litters” as before described, but the work will
be done by Nos. 2 and 4 alone, Nos. 1 and 3 closing
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outwards to make room. ‘“Unhook litters,”” All the Nos.
place themselves round the litters in the following order,
No. 1 inside the foot-piece facing the hanging bar, and
between the litter and the hind-quarters of the mule;
No. 3, turning about, goes inside the head-piece and faces
the hanging bar ; and Nos. 2 and 4 each take a pace, the
former to the front, the latter to the rear. Assoon as each
man reaches his post, he stoops and places his shoulder
next the litter under it ; on the off side, Nos. 1, 2, and 4
their right shoulders, No. 3 his left ; but on the near side,
Nos. 1, 2, and 4 their left shoulders, No. 3 his right; at
the same time Nos. 1 and 3 grasp the hanging bars with
the hands nearest the mule, backs up, thumbs pointing
downwards, and Nos. 2 and 4 the framework in front of
them, with the hands away from the mule.

“ Two.” The litters are steadily raised together and
unhooked, upon which Nos. 1 and 3 drop their hands.
The detachments then close outwards two paces, halt,
and remain steady.

¢¢ Lower litters.” All the Nos. put up their hands and
grasp the framework, and lift the portion of the litter on
the shoulder off, and all then acting together very slowly
lower the litters to the ground, turning inwards towards
them as they do so, and taking care that the horizontal
position is strictly preserved throughout. The whole
then rise up. * Two.” The men now stand to litters—
outside both the near and off litter.

The patients will next be lifted and laid on the litters.

“ Lift wounded.” The near detachment now takes up
F 2
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the usual position on the right and the off on the left of
their respective patients, while the Nos. 4 take post at
the hanging bars.

At “ Two” the patients are laid hold of, and at  Three,”
are lifted ; Nos. 4 immediately bring over the litters,
place them under the patients, and then assist in support-
ing them. “ Lower wounded.” “Two.” follows; upon which
the patients are lowered, and the men form detachment
outside the litters.

« Lift litters” The Nos. place themselves round the
litters as for unhooking, or as for lifting the wagon
stretcher, Nos. 1 and 3 facing Nos. 2 and 4. ¢ Two.”
The whole stoop down and lay hold of the framework.
« Three.” The litters are very slowly and steadily raised,
being kept perfectly horizontal, and placed on the
shoulder, by Nos. 1, 2, and 4 on the right shoulder and
by No. 3 on the left on the off side, and vice versa on the
near side.

“ ITook on.” On this command each detachment steps
back to the side of the mule, halting when the centre-
piece is opposite the saddle. Preparatory to hooking on,
Nos. 1 and 3 now grasp the hanging bars with the hands
next the mule, whereupon the whole stoop slightly and
place the hooks over the hooks of the pack-saddle.

“ Tuwo.”” All four hooks are simultaneously dropped into
their places, and the men remain perfectly steady.  Fiz
back suspension straps.” The Nos. 3 disengage their shoul-
ders from under the litters and take post outside the centre-
pieces, facing each other. The No. 3 of the near gide
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having taken up the suspension strap on his way, now
throws one end over the litters and saddle to the other
No. 3, who ‘buckles it to the strap attached to the outer
rail of the centre-piece, and then the near end is buckled
on the near side in a similar manner. ¢ Fix hood-rod
straps, belly-band straps, and aprons.” The remaining Nos.
remove their shoulders from under the litters. No. 1 of
each detachment proceeds to the front of the foot-piece,
lays hold of the hood-rod straps, pulls them towards him,
thus raising the hood, and then fastens them to the up-
right bars of the footrail, securing the ends in a slip knot.
He next secures the end of the apron to the lower bar
of the footrail.

Nos. 2 and 4 in the meantime pass and secure the belly-
band straps, the short one to a strap attached to the inner
rail, the longer one to the outer rail; No. 3 unrolls the
apron, spreads it out over the hood-rod straps, but under
the back suspension strap, toggles outside, and then
buttons the head end of the apron to the hood, com-
mencing with the inside button. The two detachments
then take post together.

To repeat the exercise, the order will first be given:
¢ Prepare litters for unhooking,” on which the aprons will
be unbuttoned and rolled, the hood-rod straps unfastened
and the hoods lowered, and the belly-band straps set loose.
“ Unhook.” “ Two.” * Lower litters.” * Two.” then follows,
as before, except that on the word * Unliook ” the Nos. 3
will let loose the back suspension strap.

When the litters have been lowered the patients may
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be directed to get up, and then to lie down in front of the
litters ; from which point the exercise can be proceeded
with in the manner already described.

EXERCISES WITH MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT.

To Loap AND UNLoAD wITH REDUCED NUMBERS.
6 BEARERS.
Words of Command as for last Exercise.

The mules and patients as for the last exercise. The
company formed three deep, as directed at page 60. It
will then be explained, that three men form a detachment ;
and that the odd detachments are right detachments, and
the even are left; and that two detachments per mule
are required for loading. ¢ — detachments on the right
take post at the mules.”  Quick march.” The right detacli-
ments now proceed to the near litters, the left to the off.
« Prepare litters,” as before described; the work being
done principally by No. 2, Nos. 1 and 3 closing outwards
to make room. ¢ Unhook litters.” Nos. 1 and 3 take up a
position inside the foot and head pieces respectively.
No. 2 stands fast at the centre-piece until Nos. 1 and 3
take post. All the Nos. then simultaneously put their
shoulders under and grasp the framework and hanging
bars; on the off side, Nos. 1 and 2 their right shoulders
and No. 3 his left; on the near side, Nos. 1 and 2 their
left shoulders, and No. 8 his right. At ¢ Two,” the litters
are steadily raised and unhooked, and the detachments
close outwards two paces. At  Lower litters,” the litters
are lowered as before described ; and at ¢ Two,” the men
take post outside the litters.

The patients are next lifted and laid on the litters.
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¢ Lift wounded.” *‘ Two.” * T'hree.” ** Lower wounded.”
“ Two.” One litter is loaded at a time, the near one first;
the No. 2 of the opposite detachment in each case acting
as a No. 4 during the lifting and laying, the men subse-
quently taking post.

“ Lift litters” now follows, when the Nos. place them-
selves round the litters in the manner above indicated
for unhooking. *‘Zwo.” * Three.” ** Hook on.” * Two.”
““ Fix back suspension straps” (by the Nos. 38). “ Fix hood-
rod straps, &c.” (Nos. 1 take the same duty as in last
exercise; Nos. 2 the belly-band straps, and Nos. 3 the
aprons) as before ; after which the detachments take post.

To repeat the exercise, the orders will be given, « Pre-
pare litters for unhooking,”  Unhook,” &c., as before,

To LoAD AND UxNLoAD WITH REDUCED NUMBERS.
4 BEARERS.

“ — detachments on the right take post at the mules.” * Quick
march.”

“ Prepare litters.”

¢« Unhook near litters, Two.”

“ Lower near litters., Two.”

“ Unhook off litters. Two.”

“ Lower off litters. Two.”

“ Lift near litters. Two.” * Three.”

“ Hook on. Two.” :

¢ Lift off litters. Two,” * Three.”

¢ Hook on. Two.”’

“ Fix back suw&se‘an straps.”’

% Fiz belly-band straps.”

“ Prepare litters for unhooking.”
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Mules and patients as before. The company four deep,
and the ranks numbered as for stretcher exercise. One
detachment only is required per mule for the exercise, as
only one litter is to be hooked on or unhooked at a time.

“ — detachments on the right take post at the mules,”
“ Quick march.” A detachment now proceeds to each mule.
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 file to the near side and No. 4 to the off.
““ Prepare litters.” This is done by Nos. 2 and 4. * Unhook
near litters.” Nos. 1 and 3 take up a position inside the
foot and head piece respectively. Nos. 1, 2, and 3 then
put their shoulders under the framework of the near litter,
and grasp it and the hanging bars, while No. 4 places
himself under the centre-piece of the off litter, ready to
support it on his back the moment the other litter is un-
hooked. ¢ Two.” The near litter is raised and unhooked,
and the three bearers close outwards two paces. ¢ Lower
near litters.”  Two.” as before. *¢ Unhook off litters.” Nos.
1 and 2 double round to the foot and head piece of the
off litter, No. 3 to the near side, where he grasps the
saddle-trees with both hands, so as to keep it steady while
the off litter is being unhooked. Nos. 1, 2, and 4 in the
meanwhile put their shoulders under the off litter, and at
¢ Two,” unhook it and close outwards two paces. ‘¢ Lower
off litters.” * Two.” then follows, on which the litter is
lowered and the men take post, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 outside
the near litter, No. 4 outside the off.

The litters are then loaded one at a time, the near one
first, and then the off, after which the men take post as
before. |
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“ Lift near litters.” Nos. 1, 2, and.3 take up a position
at near litter, No. 4 at off side of saddle, and grasps the
trees with both hands, so as to be ready to counteract
the weight of near litter when hooked on, until No. 2
places his back under it. ‘¢ 7Two.” ¢ Three.” *“ Hook on.”
as before. At “ Two” the hooks are dropped into their’
places, and No. 2 gets his back under the centre-piece, so
as to support the litter. “ Lift of litters” now follows.
Nos. 1 and 3 to the foot and head pieces, and No. 4 out-
side the centre-piece. “ Two.” * Three.” “ Hook on.” as
before. At ¢ Two,” the hooks are dropped into their
places, and No. 4 gets his back under centre-piece.

“ Fix back suspension straps” (by Nos.1and 8. No. 1 on
near, No. 3 on off side).

“¢ Fix belly-band straps, &ec.” (Nos. 2 and 4 the belly-
band straps, Nos. 1 and 3 the aprons and hoods.) The
detachment then takes post, and the exercise can be
repeated with fresh detachments, beginning with the
word of command, ¢ Prepare litters for unhooking,” and
then unhook, &c., as before.
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SEcTION V.—Loading and Unloading Country Carts
and General Service Wagons, when used for
purposes of Sick-Transport.

CounTrY carts, or general service wagons, are most
frequently employed to effect the evacuation of wounded
men from the field hospitals to the base hospitals. When
used for this purpose the floors should be well covered
with straw, and the stretchers conveying wounded
requiring the recumbent position should be placed on
this.

For this exercise the company, the carts or wagons,
new pattern stretchers, and the * wounded,” will be
drawn up on the parade ground, in the same manner as
detailed in Section II., and the same steps taken to load
and unload as are taken in the case of new pattern
ambulance wagons: In loading, however, the Nos. 1 and
2 of each detachment, after the end of the stretcher has
been placed resting on the floor, will spring into the wagon,
and with the assistance of the other Nos. on the ground,
lift the stretcher in to any required position.

Sometimes the recumbent wounded have to be put into
the wagons without stretchers, no material being avail-
able. When this happens, four bearers will lift each
wounded man in the usual manner and carry him to the
wagon. On arriving at the back of the wagon, No. 4 will
spring into the wagon and grasp the wounded man under
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both shoulders and lift him in, asgisted by the other Nos.
on the ground; the other Nos. will now get into the
wagon, and all will help to place the wounded man in the
most advantageous position possible.

Unloading is the converse of this proceeding. Neither
operation should ever be practised with less than four
bearers to each patient, so as not to expose the patients to
the danger of a fall.
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SECTION VI.—Loading and Unloading Railway
Wagons,

Tur railway wagons in this country which can be made
use of for the purpose of transporting wounded men, are
second-class carriages and goods wagons.

N.B.—No special instructions appear to be necessary
for loading and unloading such wounded men as are able
to walk and assume the sitting posture, recumbent patients
alone being alluded to in the text,

LoaApiNe AND UNLoADING A TRAIN COMPOSED OF SECOND-
0LASS CARRIAGES,

¢ Stand to stretchers.” “ Quick march.”

“ Lift stretchers.” ¢ Two,” “ Three.”

“ In succession from the right (or left), load.”

* In succession from the left (or rigit), unload.”

For each compartment the following stores are re-
quired :—T'wo cross supports* to place upon the opposite
seats, and two old pattern ambulance wagon stretchers.

* The cross supports require to be specially constructed, so as to
prevent shifting of the stretchers during transit.

They should be made of wood, and measure 4 ft. 8 in. in length,
6 in. in breadth, and 11} in. in thickness.

A centre block and two side blocks should be nailed on one side,

leaving two gaps, into each of which the pole of one stretcher when
in sity fits,

"




LOADING AND UNLOADING RAILWAY WAGONS. T

For this exercise the company will be drawn up on the
platform facing the train, and formed into stretcher de-
tachments in the manner detailed in Section I. A row
of ‘““wagon stretchers,” at two or more paces interval,
and with the head end of each stretcher next the com-
pany, will be laid out on the platform between where the
company parades and the carriages, and on these then
the ¢ wounded’’ will be directed to lie down.

¢« Stand to stretchers.” * Quick march.” The bearers will
first be ordered to stand to stretchers, and then to lift
them in the manner described in Section II. for lifting
wagon stretchers. ¢ Lift stretchers.” ¢ Two.” * Three.”

“ In succession from the right (or left), load.” 'The
stretcher on the flank named is now carried to the door-
way of the farthest compartment at the corresponding
end of the train, the end of the stretcher introduced
through the doorway, and the front pair of wheels rested
on the floor. No. 1 or. No. 2, according to whichever
bearer is at the side opposite the door, now gets inside
the compartment, and proceeds to arrange the cross sup-
ports. He then takes hold of the handles of the stretcher,
and with the assistance of Nos. 3 or 4 carries the stretcher
to the opposite side of the compartment, and places it on -
the cross supports close up to the partition of the car-
riage, and with the inner pole resting in the gaps in the
Cross supports.

The stretcher next to the flank stretcher is next intro-
duced into the same compartment in a similar manner,
then the one next to it into the adjoining compartment,
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and so on with each stretcher in succession, two stretchers

to every compartment, to the left of the line, each detach- |
ment on the completion of the duty returning to its proper
place in the company.

“In succession from the left (or right), unload.” The
detachments now unload in succession, that on the flank
named being the first. On the arrival of the detachment
at the doorway, Nos. 1 and 3 (or Nos. 2 and 4) jump
inside, and lift one of the stretchers out of its place ]
towards the centre of the compartment. No. 8 (or No. 4,
as the case may be) descends first to the platform, and
with the aid of No. 4 (or No. 3) draws the end of the
stretcher through the doorway, No. 1 (or No. 2) carrying
the other end. When the latter reaches the doorway,
No. 2 (or No. 1) comes to his assistance, and then the !
stretcher is lifted clear of the carriage, and placed in |
proper position on the platform for a repetition of the |
exercise, !

The remaining stretchers are then removed in succes- l
sion one after the other by the remaining detachments,
and in a similar manner.

The exercise may then be repeated, or the wounded
and stretchers removed, and the company dismissed or
marched off in the usual way.
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T.OADING AND UNLOADING A 'TRAIN CoMPOSED OF (GooDS
Wagoxs.

“ Stand to stretchers.” ¢ Quick march.”

“ Lift stretchers.” * Two.” “ Three.”

“ In succession from the right (or left), load.”

¢ I'n succession from the left (or right), unload.”

These wagons, owing to their want of elasticity, are
unsuitable as they stand, for sick-transport purposes.

There are two principal methods of rendering goods
wagons available for the transport of wounded men :—

a. Grund’s method. (¥ig. 4.)
b. Zavodovski’s method. (Fig. 5.)

For each wagon the following stores are required :—

For Grund’s method.—Four springs, two poles, and three
stretchers, new pattern. The springs are set in the floor
of the wagon, and the poles intended for the reception of
the stretchers are to be placed resting on the springs.

For Zavodovski’s method.—Four cables, sixteen ropes,
eight hooks and rings, four poles, and eight stretchers,
new pattern. The rings and hooks are inserted in the
sides of the wagons near the roof; from these the cables
are suspended across the wagon; sixteen looped ropes
are attached to the cables, and by means of these two
tiers of stretchers can be supported, four stretchers in
each tier.

The company and new pattern stretchers will be drawn
up on the platform for this exercise as for the last.
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F1c. 4, Longitudinal section of part of a Goods Wagon fitted on Grund’s plan.
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Transverse section of a Goods Wagon fitted on Zavodovski’s plan,
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The stores having been arranged in the wagons, the
bearers will be directed to stand to stretchers, and to lift
them in the same manner as wagon stretchers.

“ In succession from the right (or left), load.” The
stretcher on the flank named is now carried to the door-
way of the farthest goods wagon ; there the detachment
will wheel about, and carry the stretcher head foremost
into the wagon, and place it across the poles, if the wagon
is fitted on Grund’s system, or in the loops of the ropes
if on Zavodovski’s. N.B.—In Zavodovski’s system the
upper tier of stretchers are introduced first, and then the
lower ; the off stretchers in either case first, then those
nearest the doorway.

The stretcher next to the flank stretcher is next carried
to the same wagon, then the one next to it again, and so
on in succession to the left of the line,until all the stretchers
have been introduced, each detachment on the completion
of the duty returning to its proper place in the company.

“ In succession from the left (or right), unload.” 'The
detachments now advance in succession and remove
the stretchers one after the other, the lower tier, in
Zavodovski’s system, first, then the upper, and place
them on the platform in a proper position for a repetition
of the exercise.

N.B.—In Zavodovski’s system the lower tier of stretchers
require to be made fast to the floor, to prevent the sway-
ing about that would otherwise take place. Before the
wagon fitted on this system can be unloaded, therefore,
these lashings must be cast adrift, and after it is loaded

E—
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the lashings must be made fast to the rings on the floor |
provided for the purpose.

The exercise may now be repeated, or the “wounded » |
and stretchers removed, and the company dismissed, or f
marched off in the usual manner. "
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ParT II.—THE TRAINING OF BEARER-
COMPANIES.

Mg medical officer in command of a ¢ bearer-company ™ is
responsible for everything connected with it. He should
ascertain that every individual under his command not
only understands the several duties he has to perform,
but also all the ambulance material at his disposal for
carrying out these duties.

To the officers of orderlies will chiefly belong the
duties usually assigned to the paymaster and quarter-
master, and while the transport officer will have the
feeding, grooming, and shoeing of the transport animals
under his immediate superintendence, he will be held
responsible that the wheeled transport is at all times
maintained in an efficient state for travelling.

Tn action, the officer in command, acting under the
orders of the principal medical officer, will be called upon
to select ground for the formation of “ dressing stations ”
and “ wagon stations.” This he will have to do with great
care. Not only must these places be sheltered as far as
possible from fire, but there must be good roads leading
from them to the field hospitals in rear.

A “wagon station,” as a rule, will not be established
nearer the front than at a point just beyond rifle range,
here the ambulance wagons will be drawn up for the

e R ———
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reception of wounded, and a ““dressing station,” not any
nearer than a point just beyond artillery range. |

In establishing  dressing stations,” farmhouses, or |
other appropriate buildings, may be made use of, should
such exist, otherwise a tent must be pitched where all
injuries arriving from the front will be examined, needful
dressings applied or readjusted, such capital operations
as are urgently required performed, and an “identification
label ” attached to each man’s tunic previous to his
removal farther to the rear. By day a “dressing station”
is to be distinguished by a red cross flag, and at night by
a red lantern.

On the advance of the troops during fighting, both
these stations will be proportionately pushed forward.
On a retrograde movement, the divisional principal medi-
cal officer will arrange who of the medical officers and
bearers, as well as the amount of stores, shall be left
behind with the wounded, the commanding officer taking
the whole of the remaining staff and stores away with the
retreating army.

The officer in command will be held responsible that
the battle-field is systematically and thoroughly searched
in all directions for wounded ; that all the wounded, and
the stray arms and accoutrements belonging to them, are
removed ; and that the bearers while so doing are not on
any pretence permitted to interfere with the private
property of the dead or wounded.
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SEcTION I.—Parade, Inspection, and Manceuvres,

PARADE.

WHENEVER a ¢ bearer-company ” is mobilised, the bugle
gounds for parade should be arranged as follows: one
hour and a half before the hour appointed for parade the
“preparatory,” or “dressing bugle,” will be sounded. At
this call the horses will be saddled and the wagons got
ready, and every man and horse will be prepared to turn
out five minutes before the “fall in” sounds. Thirty
minutes before the hour ordered for parade, the ‘“non-
commissioned officers’ call ” will sound, upon which all the
non-commissioned officers and mounted men, on foot, will
fall in for inspection, the non-commissioned officers and
mounted men of the Army Service Corps by the senior
serjeant of that corps, and the non-commissioned officers
of the Army Hospital Corps by the serjeant-major. On
their dismissal, the detachment of the Army Service Corps
will be turned in to stables, and the “fall in” will sound,
when every man will turn out, the mounted men with
their horses, to march to the wagon park,* where the
drivers at once proceed to hook in and are inspected by

* When circumstances allow, the wagons should invariably be
drawn up in two ranks, the ambulance wagons in front, and the

general service and other wagons in rear,
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the transport officer ; the Army Hospital Corps* to fall in
for inspection by the company commanders.

The drivers having hooked in will receive the order to
“mount ”’ from the senior serjeant of the Army Service
Corps, who will then report to the transport officer and
give the order “sit at ease.” The transport officer,
accompanied by the senior non-commissioned officer,
should now inspect the men and wagons as follows:—
“ Attention.” * Eyes right.” * Draw swords.” He should
then pass down the off and near side of each wagon to see
that every man and horse is fully equipped, and that the
appointment, clothing, and harness are clean and in good
order, also that the carriages are clean and the proper
articles of equipment on them. Any spare horses for
transport purposes should also be inspected at the same
time. He will then number his company and tell it off.
“As far as No. 5, the right half-company,—the remainder
the left half-company.”—* Return swords.” * Sit at ease.”
[On the other hand, if the “ bearer-company ” is provided
with mountain equipment, the transport officer will now
have to inspect the muleteers and pack animals. ]

While the drivers are hooking in, and are being in-
spected, the Army Hospital Corps will have fallen in. It
will be found convenient to work the Army Hospital
Corps as two companies ; the right half-company being
No. 1, and the left No. 2, and to tell off a surgeon-major

as the cadre of the * bearer company.”
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* By Army Hospital Corps is meant the reserve bearers, as well
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and two surgeons to each as company officers. The roll
having been called by the senior non-commissioned officer,
who reports to the company officer, the inspection should
now be proceeded with as follows :—

Open order. March.
Draw swords, Carry swords.

The inspecting officer will pass down the ranks to see
that the clothing, appointments, &c. are clean and in
good order.

Return swords. Close order. March, Stand at ease.

After the inspection the company will be numbered and
told off without delay. On the “advance” being sounded
the companies will be marched by their commanders into
quarter-column, in front of the wagon park; batmen,
artificers, and dismounted men falling-in in rear as a
third company under a non-commissioned officer specially
detailed for the purpose. !

The commanding officer should now call the parade to
““ attention,” when the reports of the company com-
manders, of the transport officer, and the officer of order-
lies (as to his stores) should be collected by the medical
officer acting as adjutant, and be delivered to the com-
manding officer.

INSPECTION AND REVIEW.

A parade of a “bearer-company ” for inspection should
be formed in column at open order. The Army Hospital
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Corps in line at open order, thirty-one yards in front of
the Army Service Corps. The Army Service Corps wagons
also at ¢“order.” Ambulance wagons in front: general
service and other wagons in rear; the flank wagons cor-
rectly covering the flanks of the Army Hospital Corps, and
the remaining wagons distributed at equal intervals be-
tween the flank wagons.

‘When the reviewing officer arrives in front of the centre,
at a distance of about fifty paces, he will be received with
a salute,—GENERAL SALUTE; DrAw Sworps,—the officers
coming down to the position of the salute with the com-
manding officer: after which the officers recover and carry
swords, again taking the time from the commanding
officer.

The commanding officer then accompanies the inspect-
ing officer, the whole remaining steady while he makes
his inspection. The transport officer will give the com-
mand, ¢ Eyes right (or left),” as he comes'to the Army Ser-
vice Corps, and ‘‘ Eyes front” when he has passed. As
soon as the inspection has been made, the ¢ bearer-com-
pany ” will take close order. RETurN sworDS. CLOSE ORDER.
MarcH. Upon this being repeated by the transport officer,
the rear wagons will also move up to their places.

[If the «bearer-company ” is provided with mountain-
equipment, the mules wili be drawn up for inspection in
rear of the Army Hospital Corps.]
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MAN®EUVRES.

[A party of men of some other corps should be sent on
in advance, for the purpose of representing ¢ wounded,”
and directed to take up a position in front of the ground
on which the “bearer-company ” is about to exercise. On
reaching this ground a label indicating the nature of a
supposed injury will be attached to each man’s tunie, and
he will then be allowed to lie down and wait for the ad-
vance of the bearers.]

The “bearer-company ”’ being formed up on parade pre-
paratory to marching off will receive the following words
of command: THE BEARER-COMPANY WILL ADVANCE IN
cOLUMN o¥ ROUTE.—ARMY HospiTALn Corrs: FOURS RIGHT.
BY COMPANIES IN SUCCESSION FROM THE FRONT. QUICK
MarcH. Upon which the Army Hospital Corps will ad-
vance in sections of fours (dressing-station party in rear),
closely followed by the wagons, ambulance wagons, each
to be accompanied by an Army Hospital Corps corporal,
leading, also in column of route.

On the line of march the posts of officers, if mounted,
will be as follows: the medical officers at the head of
the column in half sections; the officers of orderlies in
rear of the Army Hospital Corps, and the transport officer
in rear of his wagons and spare horses. The officer in
command will move from one part to another as occasion
requires his presence for the preservation of order.

On reaching suitable ground for exercise the Harnt will
be sounded, and the dressing-station party be directed to
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fall out and Form prEssiNg sTATION, on which order the
| commander of the party—a non-commissioned officer,
previously detailed for the purpose—will march his men
clear of the main body and the line of wagons. ¢ IFront.”
“ Quick march.” * Right (or left) wheel.”  Halt.”

N.B. When only one ¢ dressing station ” is to be formed,
two serjeants and at least ten privates of the Army Hos-
pital Corps should be told off as a dressing-station party.

The wagons, which are intended to be left at the “dress-
ing station,” (all, except the ambulance wagons) will, at
the same time, be made to wheel to the left (or right);
then take ground to the left (or right), and form line at
close interval. This will bring the wagons into such a
position as to have the horses’ heads facing the rear.
“ Rear wagons left (or right) wheel.” “ Left (or right) take
ground.” * Close interval on No. 1.”

Officers selected for duty at the “dressing station” by
the officer in command, will now also be directed to fall
out, and the formation of the “ dressing station” will be
at once proceeded with (for directions for which wvide
Appendix).

On the Apvanxce being sounded, the march of the
column will be resumed and continued for at least half a
mile further to the front, when ground will be selected
for the formation of a “wagon station.” The Havrt will
now be sounded, the Army Hospital Corps deployed,
and the ambulance wagons reversed about ten paces in
rear of the company, ¢ Wagons,” ¢ Left (or right) wheel.”
“Left (or right) take yround.”  Half interval on No. 1.”
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On this being done, the wagon corporals will proceed to
prepare the wagons for the reception of wounded: they
will lower the ladder and tail-board, and place the back-
board on the ground, and the stretchers, dressing pouches,
and water bottles, required by the companies for imme-
diate use, on or resting against the hind seat; the spare
stretchers will be laid on one side.

The companies should now be directed to search for
wounded, ¢ with,” or “without stretchers.” No. 1 or
No. 2 WILL SEARCH FOR WOUNDED. If “without stretchers,”
the dressing pouches only will be served out, one to each
file of the company named; an advance will then be
made in the direction of the ‘“ wounded,” urgent dressings
applied, and those who, from the nature of their injuries,
are unable to walk to the ‘‘ wagon station,” will then be
brought in by one or other of the improvised methods.

If ““with stretchers,”” the commander of the named
company, on receiving the order, will form his company
for stretcher exercise, in the manner described in Sec-
tion I., Part I. The guides will then march the Nos. 3
and Nos. 4 to the wagons for the stretchers, dressing
pouches, and water bottles, on receiving which the men
will be marched back to the company, when the stretchers
will be prepared and lifted, and an advance ordered to be
made in the direction of the wounded. As soon as
a stretcher detachment reaches a man who, from the
nature of his injury, is unable to walk to the “wagon
station,” the detachment will halt and place the stretcher
by his side. All tight clothing will then be loosened, his
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accoutrements and valise taken off, and such dressings as
are urgently required applied. He will next be lifted
and laid on the stretcher, and the stretcher itself lifted
and removed to the rear; Nos. 2 and 4 at the same time
removing his equipment. As the detachment is approach-
ing an ambulance wagon, Nos. 2 and 4 will hurry forward
and lay down the man’s equipment on the ground outside
the near hind wheel, subsequently rejoining the detach-
ment and assisting in loading the wagon in the manner
described in Section II., Part I. Throughout this entire
operation, each step of which will be conducted as
described in a former part of this Manual, the prescribed
words of command will be given in every instance to the
detachment by the No. 4 of the detachment.

As soon as an ambulance wagon is loaded with its full
complement of wounded it is to leave immediately for the
“dressing station.” Previous to its departure the wagon
corporal will be held responsible that the ladder is
properly lashed up in its place, and that the men’s arms
and equipment are properly put away in the positions
assigned to them. It will also be part of his duty to
accompany the wagon back to the “dressing station,” to
assist in unloading it there, and to return with it again to
the front. Each wagon in succession, as fast as it can be
loaded, will follow the first one, and the empty wagons
be sent back for more wounded, this process being con-
tinued till all the wounded are collected and removed.

When the last wounded man has been put away in the
wagon, the Army Hospital Corps will fall in, fold up
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stretchers, and be marched back to the “ dressing station,”
in front of which they will be halted. The Nos. 4 will
then be directed to remove the dressings, the dressing-
station party to strike the operating tents, whereupon
the tents, dressing pouches, water bottles, and stretchers,
etc., will be put away in the wagons, and the parade
formed up, previous to a march home.

N.B.—The above instructions more particularly have
reference to the manceuvres of a “ bearer-company ” with
wheeled transport.

The following apply to a bearer-company with moun-
tain equipment :(—

On the line of march the pack animals in half-sections
will be made to follow the Army Hospital Corps, and since
mountain equipment is not to be employed nearer the
field of action than the first line of surgical assistance,
the mules will be halted at the ¢ dressing station,” where-
ever this is directed to be formed, and the bearers will be
sent forward to bring in the wounded in the best way they
can, by one or other of the improvised methods. The
wounded arrived at the ¢“dressing station,” loading the
cacolets and litters will be proceeded with in the
appointed manner, as described in Section IV.; subse-
quently they will be unloaded, and the parade formed up
preparatory to marching off.
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SECTION II.—Posts of Officers, &e., &c.

CoMMANDING OFFICER.

In column—On the directing flank of the leading com-
pany.

In line at close order—In rear, about twenty paces from
the supernumerary rank.

In line at open order—In front, nine paces from the front
rank,

OrricER SECOND IN COMMAND.

In column—On the reverse flank.

In line at close order—In rear of the centre of No. 1. 51X
paces from the supernumerary rank.

In line at open order—On the right of the line of officers.

CoMMANDERS OF COMPANIES,
In column—In rear of the centre of the company three
paces.
In line at close order—Do. do.
In line at open order—In front of the second file from
the right of the company three paces.

AcCTING ADJUTANT.
In column—On the reverse flank two paces from the rear
company.
In line at close order—In rear of the centre of No. 2, six
paces from the supernumerary rank.
In line at open order—On the left of the front rank.
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OrrIcERS OF ORDERLIES.

Tn column—On the reverse flank of the rear company,
on the right of the adjutant.

In line at close order—Filteen paces in rear of the centre
of the line.

In line at open order—Do. do.

TrANSPORT OFFICER.

In column of route—In rear.

When the “bearer-company ” i8 formed up for ingpection—
Half a horse’s length in front of the centre of the
line of wagons.

At order—One and a-half horse’s length in front of the
centre.

SERJEANT-MAJOR.

In column—One pace in rear of the left marker of No. 2.
Tn line at close order—In the supernumerary rank centre.
In line at open order—Do. do.

A. S. C. SErJEANTS AND CORPORALS,

In column of route—The senior in front of the wagons,
the remainder on reverse flank.

Tn line—One horse’s length in rear.

At order—On the flank of the wagons.
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APPENDILX,

The Formation and Management of Dressing Stations
during Peace Mancouvres.

@. The order having been given to “ Form dressing
station,” the ‘“‘rear” wagons will at once wheel into posi-
tion; the operating tents will now be taken out of the
general service wagons by the dressing-station party, and
pitched opposite the centre of the line of wagons, fifteen
paces in front of the line, and ten paces from each other,
doors facing the front,

b. A pair of field panniers will be placed in each.

¢. A ‘“‘directing” flag will be placed in the ground, ten
paces in front of each doorway; and two others in line
with these, at points marking the flanks of the line of
wagons. |

d. As each ambulance wagon arrives from the front, it
will be made to halt and reverse opposite the space be-
tween the two flags in front of the tents. The dressing-
station party, assisted by the wagon corporal, will then
unload it. The slightly * wounded” will be made to fall
in between the two flags on the left. The severely
“wounded ” will be conveyed on their stretchers to the
space between the two flags on the right, where the
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APPEN DIX.

« wounded” will be lifted and laid on the ground. In
both instances the rifle and equipment of each man will
be laid on the ground at his feet. The stretchers will
now be placed in the wagon, which will immediately
veturn to the “wagon station” for a fresh load of
“ wounded.”

e. The “wounded” having been all brought in, and
roughly distributed in this way into two groups, the am-
bulance wagons will be retired in rear of the “ dressing
station,” the dressing-station party will fall in two deep
in front of the tents, and the companies on their return
from the front will be halted ten paces in front of the
« directing flags,” and be directed to ground stretchers and
stand at ease. The surgeon in charge of the ¢dressing
station ” will now examine all the ¢ wounded,” explaining
any mistakes that may have been made to the men, and
directing certain of them to apply plaster of Paris and
other splints in certain selected cases. This accom-
plished, the Nos. 4 will be ordered to take off the dress-
ings; the dressing-station party to strike the tents:
whereupon the stretchers, tents, dressing pouches, water-
bottles, &e. will be put away in the wagons, and the parade
then formed up previous to marching off.
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TaBLE showing the WEGHTS of the AMBULANCE MATERIAL
used by a BEARER-COMPANY.
cwt. qr. lbs.

Old patiern strefaliop'* .. ' |1~ LT A gl gl
Wew pattern streteRep il TIL01EINA g e
Ambulance “ wagon stretcher” .. .. .. 0 1 3
Old pattern ambulance wagon .. .. .. 12 1 0
New pattern ambulance wagon .. .. .. 17 3 6
Enole aadidley.. i irelnt sl Sasht o pess il @ e g 164

Eaan pEoaenlobay el i ik o0 g da R 0 2 0
Ty g 1 - eGSR M S Gt 8.5 20

STORES required for the APPLICATION of a PLASTER OF PARIS
F1eLp SpLiINT.

Plaster of Paris, 2 lbs.; water, 32 0z.; and a flannel pattern
(double); a basin ; spoon ; and six strong pins,

T T i e i e e e i T

5 ————

TABLE showing the CoNTENTS of a BEARER’S DrEssiNG Pouch.

Trianpnler bandages . o0 L DRGSO
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Field splints (one pair for the upper extremity and
one pair for the lower extremity) .. .. pairs 2
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GENERAL RULES FOR THE PROPER CARRIAGE OF
STRETCHERS.*

e i e

1. When braces or shoulder straps are used to assist the bearers
in carrying stretchers care should be taken at starting that they
are buckled so that the parts supporting the poles are all at
equal distances from the surface of the ground.

2. As most ground over which wounded have to be carried is
likely to present irregularities of surface, it becomes an impor-
tant matter for bearers to practise the carriage of stretchers, so
as to acquire a facility of keeping the stretcher level, notwith-
standing the ground is uneven. Bearers trained and habituated
to this duty perform it with ease and dexterity, irrespective of
differences in their own respective heights ; while those who have
not practised it are not unlikely to cause considerable distress to
the person carried, when they have to carry him up and down
hill, in consequence of their deficient training. A concerted
action of the front and rear bearers is necessary, and each must
be aware what part he is to perform according as the end of the
streteher at which he is placed is rendered higher or lower by
the unevenness of the surface over which they are passing. The
act can readily be acquired by practising the carriage of the
stretcher up and down steps. In this practice the front and
rear bearers should occasionally change their respective posi-

* These rules are copied almost verbatim from Professor Longmore’s inte-
resting and valuable ¢ Treatise on Ambulances,’” page 173, et seq.




GENERAL RULES,

tions. A bearer should also be carried on the stretcher in turn,
80 as to be made practically aware of the effects of even and
uneven carriage.

3. Ifthe ground over which the conveyance has to pass presents
a general ascent, and the bearers are of different heights, then
the rear or No. 8 bearer should be the taller and stronger man,
for his greater height and the greater strength of his arm will
be useful in supporting and raising the stretcher up to the level
of the end carried by the foremost man. The weight of the
stretcher will naturally be thrown in the direction of the man on
the lower level,

4. If the ground presents a general descent the front or No, 1
bearer should be the taller and stron ger, for the same reasons as
those just given as regards the No. 3 bearer under the opposite
circumstances mentioned in Rule 3.

9. A sick or wounded person on a stretcher should be carried,
if the ground be tolerably level, with his face looking toward the
direction in which the bearers walk, The front or No. 1 bearer
then supports the end of the stretcher at which the patient’s
feet are placed ; the bearer near the patient’s head is the rear
bearer,

6. If the bearers have to carry the stretcher up hill, the front
bearer should support the end of the stretcher on which the
patient’s head is placed, excepting in the case mentioned under
Rule 7.

7. If the bearers have to carry the stretcher down hill, the
rear or No. 3 bearer should support the end on which the
patient’s head is placed. The reverse position should be
assumed by the bearers both as regards going up hill and
going down hill, in case the patient being carried is suffering
from a recent fracture of the thigh or leg.
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102 . GENERAIL RULES.

The patient’s comfort and welfare will be best consulted as a
general prineiple by the arrangements named in Rules 6 and 7.
Although under all circumstances the level position should be
sought for as much as possible, still, if the slope of the ground
be such that it cannot be attained, it appears desirable that the
inclination downwards should be towards the feet rather than
towards the head of the patient. But with regard to the excep-
tion named, the reverse position of the patient is directed in order
to prevent the weight of his body pushing the upper end of the
broken bone down upon the helpless and motionless portion of
the limb below the seat of fracture.

8. No attempt must be made to carry a helpless patient over
a high fence or wall, if it can possibly be avoided: it is always
a dangerous proceeding. The danger is of course increased in
proportion to the height of the wall or fence. But even if the
wall be not much higher than one over which the bearers can
step, the stretcher must be made to rest upon it, to the inconve-
nience, and probable pain, of the patient while each bearer in
succession gets over the obstruction; and it is better to avoid
even this inconvenience, provided the avoidance does not entail
great delay. If the fence or wall be high, either a portion of the
wall should be thrown down, or a breach in the fence made, so
that the patient may be carried through on the stretcher : or, if
this be not readily practicable, the patient should be carried to
a place where a gate or opening does already exist, notwith-
standing the distance to be traversed may be increased by the
proceeding. It is better that the transportation should be some-
what delayed than the safety of the patient’s limbs or life risked.

9. In crossing’a ditch, dyke, or hollow, the stretcher should
be first laid on the ground near its edge. Nos. 1 and 2 then
descend. The stretcher, with the patient upon it, is afterwards
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advanced. Nos. 1 and 2 in the ditch supporting the front end
of the stretcher, while its other end rests on the edge of the
ground above. While thus supported, Nos. 8 and 4 descend.
All the Nos. now carry the stretcher to the opposite side, and
the fore part now being made to rest on the edge of the ground
while the rear part is supported by Nos. 3 and 4 in the diteh,
the Nos. 1 and 2 are left free to climb up. The stretcher iz now
pushed or lifted forward on the ground above, and rests there
while Nos. 38 and 4 elimb up. The bearers then carry the
stretcher on.

10. On no account should a stretcher be permitted to be
carried on the shoulders of two or four bearers. The evil of such
a proceeding is not only that it is difficult to find several bearers
of precisely the same height, so that a level position may be
secured, but also that the wounded or sick person, if he should
happen to fall from such a height owing to the helpless condi-
tion in which such a patient usually is, is not unlikely to sustain
a serious ageravation of the injuries he may already be suffering
from. Moreover, one of the bearers of a stretcher ought always
to have his patient in view, so as to be aware of hamorrhage,
fainting, or other change requiring attention, taking place, and
this cannot be done when the patient is carried on the shoulders,
The height, too, is caleulated to cause the patient uneasiness
and fear of falling off, which it is also desirable to avoid. TFor
all these reasons, notwithstanding that bearers will often attempt
to carry a patient on a stretcher upon their shoulders, from the
weight being borne more easily in that position, or with a view
of relieving a fatigued condition of the arms, the practice should
be strietly forbidden.
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