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ier to re der my NAarT:

Il be necessary

ssible, dwe 1 DrOViL
as are not imme- of
Lm \‘il"‘\‘.
Nt |||||),-
inh:
and este
ry th
the rank of Ap
1 |||.-i|- : where [ continu
tion of the ey the I
which oc on I was ord
sick and w to Gabraltar,
'_,;Ilt:, and then I\'j-l._ntl.i\
atwon,
Montreal ;
latter end of
Lord Minte, the same corps at Hal

retiirned to  England,

ville, then Secretary of

Colonial Department

shortly after apj
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duty : the con

my wife, and ‘one
to dreadful’ disease

plague.

After the nder of Alexand

French, the general hospital was

req

t




MEDICAL

'y TURNED ouUT

8

DEPARTMENT, WHICH, UPOR IX-

GROUXDLE &2

founded ; and,

PERFECTLY

{ judge, by the facts
First, “-|lll accusa-
What
wiry % instituted to in-
Jepit Hospital, lsle

my.
His Royal

Remonstrance

M. D]

r Physic

Huspital, in the Isle of

9

acious! interference  he humbly implores;
confident that your Royal Highness will not
approve of any private pi or
venge, or any other tr on, unconnected
with official or military duty, tointerfere, or bias
one, though the superior Officer, in the execu-
tion of his poblie duty.

In the recital of the following matters of fact;
Memorialist hopes, m what he shall lay be-
fore cyour vess, - (and’ which he s
to' support
3 » eithereivil o
the secret, ms and false
which have ‘been gainst him, in
irregular and < will \be seen
hroughy, and proper redress ted to this
humble’ remonstrance ; render

his dis=

appeal to the public,

SIg” o« before Jt, (which so- much pains,

exertion have beenused to sups
in oblivion) 'or oblige
that justice which his case

court of law, wholly ‘unneccess

this view Memorialist is con-
he mind of your Royal Highness

c has
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has been poisoned against him, by the mis-
representations of the Army Medical Board.
He therefore E'.:nnlﬂ).' begs leave to state the
following « circumstances, which are literally
Facts.

In the ¥ 1503 Memorialist was appointed
to Chatha ;‘x L‘|1}-.~i<-inn to that hospital ; but
no: sconer ‘had ‘he repaired to that place, and
made suitable arrangements for the comfort and
:'ff'r.|'-lim1 of his family, than he received a let-
ter from Mr. Keate, p ng him to exchange
his situation with Dr. Phelan at the Isle of
Wight;  which  letter called him to town. in
the hope of personally being able to prévail on
the Sureeon General to be allowed (to remain
at his post. All his remonstrances havi z plcum.‘
ineffectual with Mr. Keate, who still persisted in
the exchange, by observi the same time
that the situation at the Arm cpdL was pers

nent, when the other was only  temporary,
and worth veally a wvaluable consideration, he
at last unfort ely consented ; and the ex-

change was effected, and sanctioned by your

Memorialist removed, ata very great sacrifice,
and ;at a considerable expence, to the Isl 3

11

and, to hisgreat disappoi y learned
fiom Dir. Phelan  all the slights an ustices
with which his p I been treated

t the L

time such a'character of the Principal Medical

Officer, as to preclude, his possibly ing any
|

other respect for him, than that of' be

superior Officer,

Memorialist  soon afterwards was given
understand, t was ne allowance for
him; in e e of which e wrote the
following

W ETR, d
L | beg leave to inclose you a copy of my
“letters to the General commanding, together
* with his answer to No. 1. for' your perusal ;
® trusting you will approve of the steps I
g what all the Medic:
iis Staff regularly  receive, and
“of which 1 alone have been deprived for
“nearly these twelve months past.
1 have the Honour to be,
* Your most obedient,
“ T, Keaix, i".stl.' “ Humble Servant,
* Surgeon General, ' (Signed) ' J. Burpa.”
&c., &
About




Abouit the 21st of ' September, 1803, Mr,
r .\|\|\-|I_rt'_|r)_ lled ' upon
: when, atier o ge CONVET

sation respeet conomy of Khat has
My ssured Memorialist; that he had the
Principal Medical Otfheer, so completely in liis
power, that he coulid  not “!"I.‘ have him dis-
missed the service, but bring him to publie
justice. He would (continning to address Me-
e ) be silent for the present, with respect
to the most flagrant pa® of the 1 pal Me-
s conduet, but would  only inform
Memorialist what was publicly known 'to- all his
col 1es, and what he had himself been an
ss of, namely, ** That great and va-
¢ rious abuses were hourly eommitted at the
hospital;, to the injury of the sick soldier,
and the public at larges among w b (and
these,”! added he, ** were mere trifles to others
Lie knew) was, that casks or tubs of claret
from the smugglers had been admitted into
the King's stores, and by so doing the re-

venue defrauded ; and that the

¢ appropriated by the Principal Medical Officer

and others to their own use.

it a considerable portion ‘of raising and
currants were purposcly condemned as bad,
“ when

13

whien excellent, by desire of the Princif
Medi fi d eonverted into wine fi
well i
the property
soap, $ i
.‘,"Ll h'.‘i'.llll wWere
posed of, and drawn rularly fire
i anidl |
1p]
at, and which was the re:
was always so bad,

out it witl

: day the Prineipal Medical O
in the presence of Mr. Powell, asked
Aeti

¢ pul

effect, said, *'Then you can let me have
or, £50, to stop a gap. And that this

officer was in tl it ‘of drawing sums

his own use e Ac Purveyor,

= unpaid.””

Ar. Powell
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Mr. Powell ended by saying, thatthe Pr
cipal Medical Officer had' prejudiced  the Ge-
neral gremly against Mamorialist; to which
Memorialist replied, that knowir 1 being

accustomed to do his dury, prejudice could

never essentially injure him; and that

his determination 'nét to intermeddle with
thing but'his duty as a Physician to that hos-
pital, being a complete stranger to the economy
of and the person accused being his superi
Officer.

v Januvary, 1804, information was given to
Memd st, that ce v bedsteads  belon
to the barrack or 'n.nlr.l. partment, to the
number of l'i;[h[_\, were condemned, and sold
for garden fences to the Staff Surgeon. This
circumstance was reported by the Hospital Stare:
keeper to Mr. Powell, and to Assistant Surge:

Harris, as an irregular transaction,

At the same time Hospital Mate Morton also

represented to Memaorialist, ** That large quar
“rities of smuggled brandy and geneva were
“ introduced juto the hosp stores, of a v
ior kind, to make up deficiencies in those
articles; and that the Principal Medical Of-
¢ ficer was not ignorant of the fact.”

L5

In 1-‘<-|>r11:||'} 1805, Major l'}m}, of the Army
Depét, called upon Memorialist, to know .:I‘IELL::
reports so much in circulation all over the island,
concerning the abuses of that lespital, were true.
To which Memorialist replied, that Mr.. Powell
and others of the Medical Staff, had mentioned

to him all those abuses; but not has g him-
stlf witnessed any such things, and some of the
abuses having taken place previous to his join-
ing that hospital, he not chuse to trouble
himself with matters totally foreien to him,

teularly ‘as: they tended o minate  his
.‘iIIPI naoar t} h

It afterwards appeared, that the said Major
e other on atr his |.||tiCl;|RT
ote an ar ¥ T to Mr. Pi
1805, iving a cire
ted to Army
most malicionsly, illibe-
attributed to M
and (witl

cover - the
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Meémorialist -would  have proceeded [again
oni | foreign service, without the least hesitation,
but on ;;('nmu:t of his health, and the deranged
state of his affairs, occasioned by bis late unfore
tinate’ exchange, which rendered it absolutely

impracticable.

Memaorialist being at'that time under the care
of (Mr. Phips, Oculist to his Majesty, owin
o the  state: of his sight, added to the indiffe-
retice of his health, (the former being in conse-
quence of the ophthalmia he contracted in Egypt,
the latter the result of uneasiness of mind,) he
obtained a certihic m Mr. Phi F the sar
and was ordered back again to his duty in the
Isle of W

On his return Messrs. Stewart, Ha
ris, and Powell,; Medical Officers of hoes-
pital, informed Memorialist, that certain qus
tities of meat were charged to the public, and
inserted in the diet table, or weekly expenditure,
:1-|1prnwd and signed by the Principal Medical
Officer, which had never been issuedito the sick,
to make up deficiencies in that arti

That Assistant m Morton had reported
to Mr. Stews I nkets had

** been
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* beefl séfn i:: a _‘-_]]Lli), ar \I|<|I‘\ m l\".'\ part,
“ which Mr. reported to the d of

partment, and of which no notice was

out this Ac Purveyor left
| T i . !
the Depde, & to the public accounts to a

i bl I x
H L 1, 0N ke re

it, and gave him a handsome - cer

Memorialisy’s public conduct at the hospital

Memorialist being in teazed and pressed
by Maj ¥y to report the said abuses, or
that he would report his crimi silence ; with
the consent and approbation of Messrs, Stewart,

Harris, and Powell, Memorialist reported the

then infor
h all the
in question, that the matter then rested
with that Officer. At the same time, in consg-

n quence




quence of the great uneasiness Major Gray had

weeasioned Memorialist, by his interference in

the hospital concerns, he desir hat no fu T
i e, el - i words or w ne, should in
future take place between them ; and hi
communicated the contents of his note
Messrs. Stewart and Harris, digpatched it by an
orderly man to Major Gray.

rtly after, Memorialist reccived
letter from the Physician General, ac
with impos rspeCti his sight,
Me
refute, and which Memor
but was no sooner acquitted of this unfound
charge, and just on the po
Isle of Wight, than he
Licute repuesting lim
{clmi; to h |,.;||.1-_'||,'1u'|~ il"_l'n-:..;llt'__\. which he
accordingly complied with; when Memorialist
found Mr. Harrison, another g 4
Major Gray assembled in the waiting 1
when My, Harrison communicated to Memo-
rialist the contents of a private letter written,
unknown to Memorialist, to the Secretary :
War, in which Major Gray earnestly requested
that his name might be concealed, stati that
he had witnessed great abuses inthe Depét Hos-

pitals
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pital, and w

fr Me
Mr. |

rialist’s

.

Keate **

1 heard
‘ount for
Memo-
gt

orialist on

cost me £ 1000,
r Giray stated as g

£1000, he took

hospital accounts wer

um unpassed, which was often the

Mr. Har-




Mr. Harri
sited by Major €

son then

sSummaon
Mr. Kn
Memorialist was co

in the accu

no
exh
copy of

Calonel Gord

i SN,

inst his su
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proceeded to the charg

st - conld
larrison what b

ated to him.

returned to the
. M. Knight
d abuses.

Next Memo-

r Gray
Officers
ist con-
what he

" As Major Gray has

¢ and no doubt actus

*¢ of zeal for the W

ed by the pun

I of his Majesty’s servic

CIf

to make
the
tion
certa
out the Depar,

500, V&

d dispassionately, every

heard  as general report, av

¢ com i to

: t, and Harris,
cal Depdt Staff

¢ tion of the said

whole to the

thing

wd W

conve

d what

and used every

k] POSSEES,

cusation,

* When
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o Whien called 1 | 1
Whien called upon, 1 shall’ again  verba- that the ¢
what came to my knowledae, had been
Happy indeed
i the

*elear  themselves

s mind was,

that  have
** credit.
In
** I have the Honour to be, which
o . T
IR, N mereé convers
S ceived he should
o Ml -
T 1
Aent. Colonel iing - such

3 SCEl

y who confirmed

rated Memorialist’s statement, wor

, and las

|J'|'-€I'.'I'(I. oy
dences of ¢ bove ment Medical Ok

not
had heard
only in-

o he humbly

een justified in

lly as
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1igh thick and thin, and to oppress Me-
st and M

On Mems i ing to the public parade,
to presen 5 respects to the Ger s that
Officer, wi it the least provoeation on Memao-
rialist’s part, publicly | most grossly affronted
him, both as rand as a Gentle
consequence

the following |

mere [ examir
: I feel myself hurt ar the extr dinary
rwith which you' publicly treated and
iced me yesterday, in the face of the
Farrison.

intemperate [ ge, actions,
Cand expressions, (all but stri r me] which
“were used and uttered, are stigm: unbe-
acter of an Officer, and a
bour under ; 1 therefore, pub-
yself, must immediately lay
whole before a superior power.

* I have the Honour to be,

* To Gen. WaITELOCKE & &e,

e Bee. dec. (Sig ¢ Joux Burs

25

®a5ip,

“ As you have been so good 45102 quaint me,

* by orc of the Secretar ar, & T

! future, on  any ]
*offered 10 me, Til i ¥ speci -l\illl_:
fthe s immed steps  sh 1
‘taken to afford me ampl

Wi

here-
with beg tion
“the

* similar occurr
“ ficer.
ve the Honour to be,
** Your most obedient,
*To Fraxcis Moong, Humble Servant,

o J. Borra,?

20th of June, General Whiteloek
ted on Memori list, and :
Lad written to London
thing e eriing the transaction of
ing day; told Memorialist that the Ger




26

though wery hasty, possessed an excellent
heart ; that e was only angry with Memorial-
ist, becanse he had not communicated to him
the abuszes of the |-r1;-t|:|l_||', and that h® was
anxious to see Memorialist.

#

On waiting upon the General, he informed
that Officer, that he had written to the Secretary
at War, a copy of which Memorialist had trans-
mitted to him. Memorialist was told what it
was in the General’s power to do for or ag
Memaorialist at head-quarters,

After 2 conversation of nea fan hour,
the General concluded by saying, that he
plainly saw Memorialist was an injured man,

and had been made a e:{-l'nplrlc I I--.-l'\:i\.'.' of ;*

that he would write and speak in M

favour to hl‘f‘id-q\lﬂl’l!'l-‘u: and then prese

a paper to Memorialist to si chich the  did

without consideration, which was to exculpate

the General at the War Ofhce. A fow days
¢ Major Gray was removed into a i

battalion.

Mr. Keate was all this time very busy in
making his story good at head-quarters, and
suceeeded so far, that without any publie in-

quiry

27

ry hei::s; made, or without v tnal h_\' a
general court-martial, by some influence or
other, unknown to Memorialist, obtained the
sanction of your Royal Highness to have Me-
morialist s seded  im his employment as
Physician at the Army Depot; and as if tha
as not sufficient punishment, the military
allowance of i5s. Gd, per diem, which had been
granted to Memorialist 1 reweard for his extra

services by the Commissione

Treasury, was most cruelly and

suspension, without any reason

Memorialist  likewise received the

« SIR,
# The inclosed iz an ex i er which
i ] have receiv ay : and I re-
mnd you have
ion stated therein.
“ I am, yours, &ec.
“ Dr. Burra, (Signed) * Tuos. Keate ™
** fate Physician to the
** Forces, fale J.J.f‘ Wight,”

Extract
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tter from Mrs. Gray to Thomas
| Londn, ] 1, 1805,
will pardon my intrusion on
time, by a recital of
wairin
per: f 1w assured me, that Dr. Buffa
“ had told him, that the Principal Medical Of
ficer d, * Mr. Keate cannot hurt
his mouth by giving him a
¢ preminm of £1000.°
The above letters w the only commu-
tion Memorialist had from Mr. Keate, by
ot having obtained a general court-
luet, he was precluded from
inst him,
could completely done, by
and  respectable witnesses | the
wen place, and which Memorialist was

5 Lo have.

All the exertions made by Memoris

himself, to see Mr. Keat
amswers to hig letters of justification, !
proved useless, Memorialist applied to head-
g or a general court-macti but to no
effect, whence Memorialist only received for

ANsSwer,

29

answery ** there was no room for either a coure

1 coutt-martial ! 1"

lear

of his
followi
at W

which, upon ing

groundless, 1

suspendi him in
g a mark of disaj
to half \ the

extract, wk

» hin Rogsl High
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“ allowance which has been granted him, will

¢ now of con e withheld.”

Since Memorialist’s removal from the Army
Depét, frequent applications have been made
by his friends to the War and Colonial Office,
for employment at Gibraltar, or elsewhere, but
without effect; Mr. Keate ||;u'i|1_;; declared to
Mr, Turnbull, Chairman to the Company
trading to the Mediterranean, that so long as
he was Surgeon General, Memorialist should
never enjoy any situation under Government,
exeept his half-pay, which he regretted his en-

oy

Memorialist is ready and willing to submit,
with pleasure, to the decision of ageneral court-
martial, if your Royal Highness, in your
known goodne humanity, and impartiality,

will order the by which he is convinced,

he can, not only justify, and prove his assers

tions, but establish, and re-instate his much
illjll'-'\'-:| character, as an Officer and a Gentle-

man.

Memorialist humbly submits to your Royal
Highness, that no le ;
cording to the Articles of War, and discipline of

or regular engui

the

31

the service, | been instit

merit or der t of such a

the present. None! positi

suppressed in th

and power ; i

screen the o ', and to oppress, persecute, an

ruin the innocent.

Memorialist therefore, w y submissi
(I;|-|:_\‘ and respect, | 5 his d case in the
hands of his il ious and illustrions Com-
mander in

sider his degra

shness will be
vinced, from the abo : nt of facts,
that he has not been dealt with, either according
to law or justice; and t e was L ".'e"||l_l,'
removed L ustly re=
duced, and 1 y
known go
such remu
niges, as to your Royal

wisdom 2 j'.*_al ice,

ich was accompanied by the following

SIR,




i, §1
long silently ently - auf-
cannot  be surp
taking thos al steps, T ¢
e ;Ic’.n|:tc'||. two years

but my entire sub

now alone compels me 1o this

and to that imperious dilemma, to
I have v 80 cruelly and ' unde-
servedly r they will have to attribute
the revival of which it was never
intermeddle with, nor lad

to expose, and

t + shall
1siness, with
t

iout  the

honoured

bound to
obedience,

now once nestly to request
5 in my! behalf; and
induce’ his

tience, w
proceedings in

business.

Four

iexed re

I 2 N led to lay before the Commander

in Chief er and } rial of the Sth
instant, and ar

Royal
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- : rnoof Arm
alluded to, which have already been o fully | I:I
i i d ;i ¥y [in which,

investigated, " )

I have the Honour to be,
SIE, .
Your obedient Servant, A ) in cor
Sy |

J. W. Gorpox. Isle «
my
of my

ied

From this ri ill May following 1 con-

tinued my aj lic: to head-quarters for

trust,

ut exe

* which, to

remark, ** OrpERED

“OPAY, AXD XOT AGAIN TO BE EMPLOYED, 1N
“ cONSEQUENCE OF I1MPROPER CONDUCT IN THE
¥ [SLE OF WIGHT. Which remark gave rise
to the correspondence hereafter - y and to
my present appeal, whic [ will view
as a measure of self-justificatior

been founded

been

therein
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it as a bot t any inquiry on the sub- Extract of a

Ject that

I find niyse mppily a country, now be.

[ er six and

a5 s
To Sir Lucas Ps

e, &o. &

desi
inf you, that he
Sth instant, as well as
The Be duly rey

to the Lords

nt Servant,

5. ReED.




Petitioner

your
e
er, as in o
fer pray, 8¢
uded t
inds Sir

letter of the 8thinstant remains still
nto me t
- Lucas Pepys,

Se.

he Report |




40 it application need not
now e C Ti rance 1
gave iny early in the last h, to the Lords

of the Tre i5 1 d has been before

you, I shall t a duty due to myself to
recourse to the law as (OleCtor.

Ly R el st; and T feel

Y our most abedient, incumbent upon me 1o take ery I
Ia S :as Pepvs, Humble Servant, s to find oot i your ‘report at

Bart. &e. &ec. Joux Burrpa. Head-q 8 d a and it
exactly t'x‘l".n-:l.n.'.':]_; ith the e 2 of Messrs.

art, Powell, Harris, and the servanis of that

Doerd Qfice. g g wl the Pur=

SIR. bk L8O, ve done

n answer to your letter of the 20th instant, and other documents of

! £ ehsyondty e Comm e Lh 3 fraud, delivered to you in trust by the Pur-

office for the .'Ill'. to the Surgeon {I.c'lll']’-||. in vevor's Clerk in my presence.  Surely nothing

uulu.--'-]l:unt'r of the Repor ide to his Royal hn.- been suppressed, to scree ruilty, and

”_;_":l"“""’ HLeE ation at the Isle punish the innocent ! In such a

W fully aware, that the laws of my coun

I am, Sim, give me ample 35,

Your obedient, humble Servant,

I'o De. Bos T S 1 have the Honour to be,
Sin,

Y our most obedient,

May 18th, 1808. o, oo 1 e

T'o Fraxcis KxioHT, o Humble Servant,
I pres g now upc

-t > el e Joux FFA.

me with a true copy of the report o Bee. B, Joux Burra

you, have

Sllt.

from  your secrel inve
uses of that hospit




q
SIR, a

hastén b0 ANEWEr your er r : ;
: 2 2 = abuses a I||!'|‘h-!'.

calling for a true o = 1 W Wi I vrred

saud t

inepuiry 1
. the lsle of Wi
Depdt. Hospital in the lsle o e @ ¢ take the

set contained only the detailed « ce # iy
: ¥ etters dor the in-
came before me, not finclude any spect of | : 1 ham
T OF JUAIEnt of, Y r:““'_ I Tequest b you will - be i to obder me
submitied o the C ey in L : a copy of the proveer d freport
fromi which alos ¥ ¥ ] . tion.

seek.

: the Honour to be,
1 t phedie
To Lis I Humble S¢ 1

e, Jorx Brepa. Joux Brera.

SIR,
In consequence of my va
he Army Medical Bo
copy of
n o you the inc I and to acquaint
: i i s no fave
b r--l‘m |-I-: I,-:.-.. h . Knight afox T ni oMM ing you for em oy
e sl . i bl I have the Honour te be,
howe matters we 3 ¢ , o S ety -
1 ; : i Your obedient Servant,
Dr. Bugra, &c. &e. 3 Jo W Gokpox,

De.
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th, 1808,

Dr. Buffa not having received any answer to
his letter of the 30th ult, ® wishes to be in-
formed, if Mr. Knight can, or will furnish Dr.
Buffa with a true copy of the report, which Mr.
Knight has thought proper to make to head-
quarters, concerni the abuses at the Depd
Hospital, Isle of Wight, after his secret inquiry
in the year 1503, as the subject in. question

cannot now be lefvat rest,

A ready compliance to Dr. B s just and
equitable demand, would save jast  deal
of trouble, expence, and notoriety to all par-
ties.

F. KxiGcar ]-

Army Medical Office.

Mr, | t's compliments to Dr. Buffa; he

has no answer to give to the D stor's letter of

the 90th ult. further than to refer to his former
reply of the 19th May,
Army Mec
June Gth, 1808,

wand mot fa head-quarters,

453
To Field-Marshal His Roy:
Duke o York, Command

&, &c.
The Humble Memorial of Joux Burra, M. D.

Most hu
WArrant under his

y past
services, of £ L MCE Per
which was L-h|>|.'.—~~'\' stated to be in lien

of his half-pay,

when
ke the
aforesaid t in his favour, was on full p
and attac y De at the lIsle of
Wight, fr chicl i he was shortly
after displaced, and put wpon the
list,

Your Royal Highness’s unfortunate Memo-

re _~.|_\|-rtt" p nes (o |ml|1('I that your

25 will take such steps in his
as his case may appear to merit; and

that he may be allowed to receive the benefit
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o6 licati
i avoided . the wuetion of
by his Ma- I 1

¥ swell it

intended to be conferred on him,
ty's  most w8 bounty f 1 -
Sty Lk OS5 1 3 o I.T!I R ]I'.}'
ki
1 I

1 ive, which goes no grreat than as
ation on the ha r

tly sub-
* Royal Highness's fa-

d oradg - - ¢ 1IMThE
le consideration, H i i

1Y X

Men

- s A
v 4 llave not

: I ir s : but ey
» Dr. Bugra, &uo. 8o, 4. W, Gorpon, :




more conspicuously than the broad arrow could
have marked him for unbounded calumny d
doomed to vegetate his days, under the sneers
and scoffs of those very men, who ought to have
stood forward as his fri or the ca .
manner in which he related oceurrences, which
to. him appeared enormous; but wh e
flected on the charge being divected st his

¢ Officer, he too. well knew that
stism, should it be \-':'I||I.'|L:-\I.1\'1]_ W
wrely ,'un. his own  head: these were

‘ nor did he explain till propelled

, to repurt him for criminal me

gence.

i I e the public tribunal a &
Havine laid beforc the public tribur

I trust, l..\|,.\.cu.rnl.lt'..| cannot here

from ol ment on - the fag
wort of Military Inc
payy and nol

Entproper

MNotling can remain on the m
1 that the o

v to the
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mind, that I had been Guilty of some crime,
which merited such marked disapprobation.

Such ideas must naturally eccur to eVEry can-
did mind, even supposing it ignorant of the
I parts of our gl and envied
n; but when such an fnsends meets
nizing eyve of a discerning and intelli-
can be put on
said, the ac-

by a der
d doubt-

less he has been i wnd guilly !

I have never been tri » consequently never
convicted of any E||‘|pmj1<'r conduct; although
the reader will perceive, that I have repeatedly
courted a trial, and az often been tald, there
was nothi inst me to warrant a public in-
ves ALl

After such a conclusive answer, I felt myself
authgrized to request, at least, the receipt of the
boun estowed on me h:.' my most gr:lc:im‘u‘

ign, which was also denied,

» calmy resign myself to oblogquy,
without arresting censure, and disarming ca=

u |l'.|'||||;.',:




50

lumay ? No: I have long proposed it, and have
now attempted it ; consequently it cannot meet
the disapprobati of 4 wartial — person,
whether concerned in this affair or not, nor of
those whose namnes cessarily introduced,
merely to sanction my ssertions by authen-
ticity : such gentlemen, I am convinced, will
excuse the necessary publicity of documents,
which are merely jal; having withheld all
extraneous ter as derogatory to my senti-
ments, and uninteresting to the public. But
let the awthors of the information, conveyed
through Lieutenant-Colenel Gordon to  the
Secretary at War, of my having  preferred

e skarres araimst m ‘Ifu'Jl;';I' Cfficers in fhe me-

s dical department, which, wpon rxquiny, furned

oul fo

tions w

British ]nuhlir exculpate my name, 11_'.' their

well-timed censure of Mr. Kuight; and let

them +enquire, who invested hir with su-

preme 3 ithority to HEAR, JUDGE, and cox-

peEMy at pleasure, and  the Army Medical

Roard, to pass a sentence more ignomi

it becomes an Officer of the British army, and a

Gentleman, to submit to, without an attempt at
ation, which my forbearance and

moderation has hitherto restrained, not from

any
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any criminal apprehension ;
will be observed, that throt
correspondence 1 have courted
but let it be publie, a
{ribumal as shall have power, by an dequittaly to
dte me in soeiety ; ory reverse, ta
seal the obloguy I feel
unjust.  Yet, we ossible to be so unforti
v a4 not to be able ro substanti
refstation to any charge which ean be
1o me, the opportunity of public selfey
I\N':lll|ﬁ e fear it not, nor can [
ope for the oppdrtunity now, after so long &
lapse.  And trast the i
may meet t
tial, whet!
manner required, or noty, tl stand exo-
nerated, im the opi " every ral mind, of
me in
Military
will
a retrospect to thi ress, and the
persons I have accused - of sue famous de-

famation.

From what [ have stat I trust the reader
will be convinced, that the power and influence
of the Army Medical Board, as also the i

terest
g o

ol
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ers (the late Gemeral Whitelocke), have
Mected i their mi; o SCTeen
{ to crush an Officer, who,
ed by influence amd unsuppor 1 by
friends, had hing but his own conscience,
and the testimony of faithful, though long
and painful services, to bear hi p. How then,
when it was the interest of such parfies to sup-
press any public investigation of the abuses of
the Dép : no it for a sing
be suy
escape the
niess, asan ind b, invited their secret and ma-
licious attack, but the strength of my cause was

not so ea ily to be vanquished : to effect it, there-
fore, they | ad recourse to private calumny, and
by that means succeeded in their v dictive pur-
pose ; thus procuring the sanction of a senfence,
issed without trial, and acted upon without the
ntimation of complaint, against the suf-

ing, (though innocent) ct of theiratrocious
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cessary that the publie should

1t , that after the Medical Board had

caused my removal from the it Hospital,
the Staff Surgeo | eputy  Purceyor

rtly after ht's return from
the Medical

(the former to

-.'r,:ru';_i_,l. each P
oard’s special recommend
the rank of DD
the Forces, a latter as Purveyor ;) t
Principal Medical Officer is suffered to retain his

o of Hospit

situation to the pr 3 and the pe
alluded to in my Re ce, as the Acting

a Deputy Pur-

]]rp::lf\' l’u:\:'}'.’uz { u
veyor being added to the I]u-i t Staff, was also
promoted, and is now perman uated in
the Island of Guernsey, as Apothecary

Forces.
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[TER, &c.

NTLEMEN,

l)i LETTER addressed to you by Dr, Ban-
croft, Physician to the Forces, has just now
been put into my han h the Dr. ac=
Cuses stated facts, and advanced
apinions which, credited by you, and admitted
into your pages, have filled your fifth report
with error, and led you to present suggestions
for the reform of the Medical Department of
the Army, which are injurious rather than use-
ful to the public interest.

AsT am, as far as L know, the only person
in the nation who has written on medical ar-

rangement for armies, it is not uoreasonable

to s{:pqmc, at you were sometimes directed

to the object of your enquiry by what you met

with in my publications; but, though I believe

that I sometimes directed you to your object,

I do not assume to myself that important place
B




in your estimation which Dr. IE;!HFTnfL 153
you assign tome; nor can 1 permit m

think that you are so incompetetit for your duty,
orsn un\m‘nhy of your trust that you read m;
book and adepted my opinions without havin
certified yourselves of their truth by proper
{‘\'Irl.i(‘TllJ[!_- You are to observe, and the Dr.
may do the same, that ther
u'n;k:; which I state positively to be matters of
fact. These were verified by my own experi:
ence, and I maintain them to be true in the face
- There are ‘others which are

are points in my

of the world!
anly presumptive—I believe them to be equally
true : but I had mot aothority to call for the
offtcial decuments which would have rendered
their truth demonstrative.—The situation in
which you, as Commissioners, have been offi
cially placed, gives you advantages on thet
head, which, as a simple individual, I could
nat attein.  But adinitting, for the sake of ar-
gument, that I have not been sufficiently precise
and accurdte on some |:r:i:11* of the subject

your enquiry, and taking it for granted that you
are guided by my notions in

port, itis not to be wond

ng your
at that you e
s¢, as you are supposed to speak

not from your d

-
- )

I suppose this to be the case; (I do not be-
believe it to be the case in fact) ; and I admit
that, if error exist, it onght to be corrected—
its author or authors ought even to be se-
verely reprimanded. To this I, for
part, willingly accede; and I believe
yourselves, us Commissioners, will not refuse to
submit to a fair examination. I g
observe in this place, that the person, who has
assumed the office of
unless we are to consider |

t however

sor on this pceasion,

45 8 PETSON SUper-
naturally endowed, cannot be' supposed to be
well qualified for the undertaking. Dr. Ban-
groft was a wery young man, not exceeding
twenty-two, when he obtained his rank among
the army physicians in the year 1795 He
could not, at the time of his appointment, be
supposed to have any acquaintance with armies;
5 since then, like the duties of
other physicians, being confined to the wards

and his dut

of hospitals only, the sphere of his observa-
tions, in matters which relate to the general
business of the Medical Department, could not,
i the nature of things, be extensive, had he
even served longer than he has served, and

en more zealous than he is known to have
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Those who are acquainted with his history

will not perhaps be disposed to consider him as

well qualified for the office he has assu
even though supported by the great les g
ar

the Physician General, and armed by a de

of Doctor from the University of Cambridge.
But, defective in experience as Dr. B. must be
acknowledged to be, had he yet shewn the can-
gz 10 4 liberal man and a phy-
N, YO hers might have been disposed
to listen to him with attention ; for
have believed that his design was good. On
the contrary, the Dr. presumptuous in his pro-
fessional rank which he conceives to be supe-
rior to actual knowledge, and irritated by disap-
pointment that his class has not been placed in

deur which bel

yvou would

your projected arrangement on the pinnacle of
medical power, fo s the decorum of a gentle-
man’s language; and, though a regufar physi
cian of the British army, indulges frecly in mis
representation and abuse as if he addressed
the American Con;
sioners for Military

ish Commi:

If the Dr. does not respect you, who are
constituted judges on a subject of important na
tional concern, I have no right to expect that
he would act with candour towards me, w

§

am only an ¢cbscure individual, and one whom
he more COns as the author of the

injuries that have directed against
Iy attacked my
writings ; and in doing this he has so mized and

his clazs. He has accordir
garbled my words, so perplexe ud perverted
my me ¢ on different occasions, that,
without reference to my own text, I should
sometimes scarcely know myself what I mean,
I published the works alluded to with a view
to give information to the public on a subject
which I considered to be important. Th
who are desirous to know the truth will logk
into the originel, not implicitly eredit the
garbled staten of Dr. Bancroft.
presumption that they will do so, I
unfavorable decision; and, desirous to r
at peace with all me
the Dr.’s letter to you to pass without n
my part, did I not el ive it ta be my duty to
elucidate some points respecting medical ar-
rangement i which he rts I have led you
into errar.  In doing this I shall endeavour to
elucidate the question in @ manner that men of
plain common sense, without initiation into the
mysteries of the modical art, may, while they see
the fact, be enabled to cor




]
You will then, I trust, be convinced that [
d wou; and you will be con-
i inion that

claim wyour atten-

parative advantages and disadvantages of

ral and regimental hospitals, with an estimate
of the just proportion of a medical staff for the
service of an army of a given force. It is dif-
ficult to follow Dr. B. in his wanderings through
these subjects: he moves desultorily every
where, and decides nothing conclusively any
where, except by assertion ; which you and the
public will not perhaps be so complaisant as to

In the first place then, with regard to qualifi-
cation :  Medical Officers are of two classes,
viz. the regular physician, who attends his
at one of the English un eithe
who obtains his degrecs
wards become:
sicians of London

in-all hi

7
progress, the person to whom the care of the
British army ought exclusively to be committed
RS pos
from the ceremonials through which he obtain

sing o right to exclusive Knowledge

Te are i
of persons

have studied me o have obtained a

diploma at
have afierwards been licenced to exercise their

and whao
art, on pi a sum of money to the College
in Warwick e,

The other class, and it constitutes th
of Army Medical (
the denominati

cers, is compr
n of Regi
suljects. of this class are

fize, and irregular in their pr

or pretend to trust to no «
except possession of

I:]:Is." the regular phy sician ;

ing, precluded from bearing, the namne, and osten-
sibly from assmmir
British army,

r the physician’s office in the
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author of the rule of exclusion to which I now
de ; and, it would have been well, if you
ms for

called upon him to explain his
enactment of his law wmore

has done in

them to a knowledge of principles.

in this answer of the physiciar
ful y apprehe it means nothing

or it means that medics an be learned

according to principle, only at privileged place
1 it be known to every one that that there
:n this rule was enacted, a regular

not even a public hospital wi

had the opportunity of verifying the truth o
le by application in practice : yei,

his, princi
withuut such opportunity he can bave no e;

hat you did not understand
formation, as Dr. Bancroft terms

9
rience : & rithout such experience his educa.
tion must be admitted, by every unprejudiced
person, Lo £
Dxford an
for ¢ € i hematics, and logic ;
and that men have lLeen « at Oxford
and Caml who | d themselves

to be great and latin,

and, unless the pt ian-general can suti

the public that, when a student is enrolled in
the lists of the l'.t:i\'t:l'.-il_\', he is presented with
& key or pick-lock for all science, I can see
no reason why a young man, who knows greek
and latin, mathematics, and logic, as well as a
Cambridge student,—for instance, as well as
Dr. Bancroft himself, and who attends the
same courses of lecture, and walks the same
hospitals, and at the same time, in London or
at Edinburgh, as Dr. B. does, should be quali-
fied for no higher degree than to compose drugs
or administer glysters ; while the Dr., because
he had a knowledge of principles, that is,
bhad kept his terms at Cambricige, was at once
appointed physician to the king's troops, and
held to be duly qualified to cure the most
c
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formidable diseases in the most unk
climates of the earth by prescription,
without previous experience.—This is a
case, illustrated and confirmed by the example

of Dr. Banceoft himself.

The Doctor appeared at the Cove of Cork
in the vear 1706, on his pasage to the West-
Ir:ti'lL-s_ there were then, on the medical staff
at that place, young men, destined for the
same service, of riper years, and I have rea-
son to believe not inferior in classical education
to the Doctor ;—men, who had attended mort
lectures, walked more hospitals than the Doc-
tor from his years could be supposed to ]‘-:!.\'l.
done: nay, some of them had even been in-
trusted with the care of sick men, yet t
were ignorant and inferior in his
||u-:\|:ul;]--, according to the :
Lucas FPe ribing for a patient
tened, because he was i
tiated at Cambri -ause he had scen

much.

This law of excluzsion and assumption

knowledge by prescription, may be right; |
here-

the irresulars do not understond it; and there
re. I think with Dr, Bancroft, that you did not

11
sufficiently consider its 'm:pu:l, otherwise you
would have demanded an c:xp'h,:n:t'.zon of it
from physn eneral for the benefit of
the ¥

The answer to the next, or twelfth question,
viz. “ Would not the ]l(J]lt: of such pruu;.)tiuu u:

(viz. the ph n's rank) “ act as a useful sti-
mulus to the diligence and good conduct of the
inferior officers in the medical department of
Answer. * No doubt an in-

2 of pay would act as a stimulus, but that
should not be obtained at the expence of the
lives of. the soldiers,” appears, act'u'_'clinr__" ta Dr.
Bancroft, to be equally lost upon you as the
It does not strike me that the phy-

eneral conceived the just import and

tendency of your question. I rpret it

thus,—Whether the hopes of advancement

mands respect,

usefulness, would

haye the effect of stimulating individuals to

gxertion, 50 as to deserve promotion. . The

increased emolument i2 an appendage to, the

promotion ; it was not, I presume, the. direct

object in your contemplation ; nor is it the di-

rect abjéct in the mind of the honorable and
conscientious surgeon.

ce
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The physician-general on the contrary, \\-.I:-",
as a practising physician, calculates his im-
portance and measures his activity by the num-
ber and magnitude of his fees, did not scem w0
comprehend that there is any thing in prowmno-
tion besides incremsed pay, answering, that
“ No doubt increase of p
stimulus.” Sir Lucas Pepys here undesignedly
developes his character, and unfolds the cause
which moves him inta action.

wounld act as a

The physician-general’s pay is 24 per day;
but he complains that it is scanty; and it, in
fact, appears to be insufficient to rouse him into
activity. He is supposed, as a duty of his
station, to visit the gemeral hospitals in Great
Britain; and to illuminate by his superios
light the obscure mind of the ordinary physi-
cian, where he may be embarrassed by difficul-
ties, or encompassed by sickness of an unusual
kind or dangerous nature. Now it is known
of a truth, that  Sir Lucas Pepys, with the ex-
cs;pl'mn of one visit to & m-g_;imcnml has;n’ta! at
Maldon for a particular purpose, never once
visited a military hospital since the time of his
appointment to the present day ; though serious
and destructive sicknesses have made their ap-
pearance; on different occasions, in the hospi-

12

tals at Plymouth, Son'_]mmpton, Gosport, Deal,
Chatham, the Isle of Wight, and even at York
hospital, which is in the vicinity of his head
quarters,

As Sir Lucas complains that his pay is in-
sufficient, and, as this il]s!!ﬁicicncy of pay is
apparently the cause why he remains torpid
and indifferent, you may probably be able, in
the course of your enquiries and experiments,
to discover the measure of his dose, so that he
may be put in motion and preserved from this
time forward in a course of exertion for the
good of the British army.

It is reasonable to suppose, from what we
have seen, that the quantum will not be small ;
but, as I am bound to believe that you wish
well to the interest of your eountry, and as you
eannot but be convinced of the importance of

the army's health for your country’s security,

I am confident that you will not recommend
that it should be stinted. If pay can make
him active and useful, let him be made so at
any amount ; for the health of the army in the
present time, is better than a house full of
gold.
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To the latter part of the scateoce, vi
 That promotion uld not be obtained at
cxpence of the lives of the soldic " I

cede ; and, in correspondence
I lay it down as a fundam
g r physic

the care of the soldier’s life till he has given proof

by actual experiment, that fit for his duty.

I admit and _praise

manity of the physici ral’s remark ;
1 cannot perceive that he n_studious tr
i ct in practice, for has committed
to chance. He could have

a_young man of twen

wl never treat izeases, and |
fact, obtained legree avhich is
dge, would

be a sk 1 or mot; yet, ther

was no h
ar that the lives of the king's soldier:
t be sacrificed to inexperience : that d
ger was only apprehended, when  person:
who had already treated  discases with suce
inx ental lospitals, aspired to the pl

15

Thiz * rer £ of pluv ician-general,
though in itself, is insulting and uncharit-
able as applied to regimental surgeons. He
has not, I presume, well considered it, before
must, in faet,

he sgave it  enunciation ; it

calumny on the

either be regarded as a 3
whole bLody of the class, or it reproaches
himself with a dereliction of his duty, in
hiavir rmitted their w of destruction

o on s long without remonstrance on

his part. I hold it to be equally a loss to the
nation, whether the soldier die through the un-

skilfulness of the medical officer inar

1hospital ; and, as this is s vi-

1 conceive it to be the duty of the

and it is, in fact, in
his duty, to enquire into the nature of disea
and the manner in which they are treated
the one, equally us in the other.  IF the ¢
mental surgeen be debarred from enter

general hospital in the c acter of p

though fear of his depriving the |
soldiers of the
uniskilfully, it is criminal to permit him to

sue blundering course in the hos)

5 by treatis

regiment, where he produces an un

destruction
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If the physician-general has seen this, and
has not endeavoured to remedy the mischic,
he is condemned in lis own conscience fi
neglect of duty; if be insinuates a charge
without knowledge of the fact, he is guilty of
He speaks contemptuously,
and even injuriously of a body of men, few
whom, I presume, he knows personally, and
whose professional acquirements he does not
appear to have taken the trouble to ascertain
that they are not all skilful and learned, I am
ready to admit; but [ know, and the pub
knows it as well as I do, that there are many
among them who are both learned and skilful ;
not inferior in liberal and professional educa-
tion to the best of our regular physicians, and
superior to many of them in the extent and
varicty of their knowledge.

gross calumny.

from among the good, the surgeon-gene:
ral has at any time raised the bad to the highes
rank and more responsible duties, the fault lie:
with him ; it is not to be imputed to the Ttlas:
no more than the selections of the physician-
al, which have been made from among
lars, have not always been made from

those who are publicly respected.

17
But that you may be b
of the pretentions of the
that iz, of the college physicis

enabled to jud

2 to be army physicians, 1 shall

1 few words, the character of the

according to my idea, should be

admitted into the medical lists of the army,
marking at the same time the rule of progr
according to which he should he allowed

attain the higher stations.

No candidate for medical appointment

then to be admitted into the service without the

most unequivocal testimonies of good pr
i witho he possession

and classical education becoming a gentleman,

and without exhibiting proofz of the attainm

sk dical

rard the coun-
try where he may have been born, nor the uni-
at which he may have been bred I
merely look to the possession of the requisite
knowledge, and T insist on the necessi ty of prov-
ing the p ssion of it by trial in experience,
With the possession of the qualifieations ime
plied, (and which cannot be supposed to be
i3
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attained under twenty-one years of age) I bol
the candidate to be an eligible pupil of the army
medical school. At the medical school he is
destined to pass through & course of instru
comprehending illustration of the ordi
matters which belor he management of me
dical business in avmies. When sufficient
quainted with the economical dutiesof hos
and when proved to be equal to the treatn

the ordinary IIIiiI‘iII'} diseases, a point to be j

ed by putting his skill to proof in trial under the

tion of competent and severe judges, the
commission of battalion assistant is = upposed
e open to him. He cannot be

twenty-two, perhaps twenty

He iz now prepared for the public servi
the point of preparation at w
will not, I believe, lose in comparizon when cote
sted with that of the, young man from Cam-
s, who is appointe my physician before
he hasobtained his physigian’s degree, or before
he has been known to prescribe for a patient. He
is inexperienced, yet he acts as sovereign withio
the walls of hisward from the h
ment ; if hehas not knowle amdt
against him, the sick wi efi. ‘The other

has been tried ; yet e is only an agsis

19
moreexperienced surgeon;
himselfqualified to act alone in cases of difficulty.
After an experience of five years at home in
fimes of peace, or three years abroad in the
scene of active war, the assistant to whom1
allude is deemed eligible
the office of battalion e
eligible to attain the rank of sur

in point of service, to
But, though

after the
prescribed period of service, he must still sub-
mit to formal trial before the appointme
artu:ﬂl}- Con: d.

It is requircd that substantial proofs be ex-
hibited in the trial in which this question is de-
cided, that the medical officer has actually made
progress in profe , that his pri-
vite char; I  nil unexcep-
tionable in all points, that hisd nee been
habitual, te al duties
form, cordial and correct. The examinations
here implicd are supposed tobe public examina-
tions made by the efs of the department at
home, or ||:.' the senior medical officer ahroad,
assisted, as he may think fit, by those of U=
rior rank to the person examined.
ficate is then granted ; and the ju
appomtment, when it does take place, has
gencral concurrence, for the reasons are

D2
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known and wvalid, viz. Seniority of rank in the
army or division of the army present, proofs
of the attainment of knowledge, and public tes-
timonies of good private conduct.  From sur-
geons of the battalion rank thus appointed,
surgeons of reguncnt or

lected, after a service of five .

s institution of trial to ascertain th
quisition of knowle has Leen pro 2
and that th conduct has continued uni-

ly good and respectable. From SUrgeons

ent or brigade, physici for al

e Y
wiar, ) are pro

1
to t

'y surgeon, for none
I'he doties of medical men jo
the knowledge of both, more

frequently the exercise of the ph an's mental

talent than manual dexterity.
As ph ans, or chief medical officers for hos-
pitals | ta be taken from most
[

pspitals are taken
MOTE suil from the class of battalion sur-
geons ; for, : being younger,
posed to be more capable of be

e, —
and the |

and may probably be more steady fi

operating. Theymust here again however sub-
mit to trial, and produce satisfactory proofs of
3 to appointment —From what

I have now said, and 1 have tr ibed
it from my publication of 1805, with a view to
r inference being drawn from

d quotations that Dr. Baoer it has

ade from my works, you will

at one view that the medical candidate to

whom I allude enters the army as battalion as-

sistant with better tests of t_!||:|:‘1li n as a

or may not have a

;'_l_':ll.;:||r11 ¥

in the year 174 He is well g

outset, Lis conduct is watched in his progress
and he obtains no promotion wi

additional tes! nies of fitness for the ¢

to which he is promoted,

We have seen the grounds on
the Oxford or Cembridge student is
to enter the army as physician ; we have defined
the conditions which are re
man, who pr s himself asa
projected 1 ool, and we |
proofs of fitness must always be ¢
he obtain his subsequent promotions.

rentlemen, as unprejudiced, will judge the
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imd to your ‘notice 1 recomme it ;
I ‘mrust, howeve observe in the mesn time
i object of the medical art
sick
and effectual means, s0°t

accomplishes thi t most safely

is the real pl ian, whether b
it Oncford, Cain-

, or Aberdeen ; or whether

vie learned it by hiz own expierience ;
the cuse w

has been

I, for my own part,'hold the title of M. I, to
e empty in itself, even the title of 5. C.
does nok, ‘in my opinion, indispe I
knowled
rson, =6
certain courses of
on science, and thatl ies in his
i inions, wnd 'rer
of | | > cure'of
o proof is demanded in the
i instituted, and no
d that he actunlly ke
cation of these means !.||
lification  hLere stated, is 1

Wwr as respects ‘the
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0 » appears: to spenk the sef
timents of the president of the Coll
tolls the attainments of the i \

v, though not proved to be a man of e
nee, and speaks so contemptuo ]
iental n;, though he may bave exer

ed the medical art for years with success
st e y to determine the re

sses by something

meatal who is not per

Warwick Lane be
ission) are the

take out
he bears g
persons  to

Armmy.

We have assertions on
nials on the othier; but, as
nials are po arguments, I humbly propose that
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the pretentions be tried by experiment, so
that the government, obtaining something like

demonstrative evidence from the result of

the trial, may have a sure basis of fact
on which to proceed in forming its new
medical arrangement. The regular physician
is presumed to be superior in attainments,
though he may have given no actual proof of
knowledge ; the regimental surgeon it is said,
*“ can never be duly rl.r.'r.-.'_-':ll.r.-'q'a." to practice the two
intricate arts of physic and surgery,” though
he may have given the most pos I

trial that he has actually executed both

tions w SUCCess,

If we look into medical history as it relates
to our own country, particularly within the last
fifty years, medical science, more expressly that
part of it which relates to the discrimination
and treatment of acute diseases, acknon ledges
numerous obligations to persons who have sery-
ed as regimental surgeons, Dut, that we may
not any longer act on presumptive opinion
where we have it in oor power to ascertain the

i 4 I propose the following expedient
I the doubts may be dispelled. The
proposition which T now make js impartant to

r P . \ q ‘ 3 F
the Dr wrmy, and the execution of it is not
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difficult acording to the present disposition of
the military in England. It is simply this : Let a
division [;I:HIC army, the largest collected at one
place inGrreat Britain,and one moreover station-
ed at the least healthy position in the island, be
divided into two equal parts. That the condition
of the parts be as nearly alike as possible, let
the half of the several regiments of which the
foree is composed be thrown into one division,
the other half into the other,—the companies
taken from right to left ulttr11;1l!.'|_\' : and that

there be no advantage or disadvantage on either
part on the head of discipling and economy,
let the troops remain in their barracks or tents in

the same Manner as oy Were I'or:ncrl:.-, m}ly
let the sick of one division be committed to the
care of regular physicians, t]mF of the other to
a PErson who has served usmgluu:n'l;\l. SUrgeon.
As the troops thus committed to medical expe-
riment are equal in number, so they ure WJ?_
PU,;L-J tobe et [ll(1|- inall thingsw hich relate to.lhc:r
health, the hospitals as nearly 2o :Ls possible 5
but though the extent :m_d e_tu‘rmll form of the
hospitals be the same, it 18 n]lorﬂrud llmlt the
hom the medical care is committed,
in the interior as may
successful

iJQl'SL)'I.'LS tow

make such arrangements

best correspond with their views of

When these matters have been ar-
E

pra clice,
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ranged and adjusted as they ought to ‘be,
the contending wedical officers assume their
duty. The advocates of the regular plhiysi-
cians, desirous to assure themselves of suc-
cess in the contest, ‘may be supposed to
claim the privilege of bringing
first champion. This person we must con-
clude to be the physician-general himself;
for from the nature of his relations with the
army, and moreover, from ‘being president
of the College of Physicians in London, he is
chief of the regulars, and officially the first me-
dical person in the kingdom.

¢ forward their

I do not know to whom the body of regimen-
tal surgeons might be disposed to depute the
trust of supporting their pretentions on this oc-
casion ; but, as I am constitutionally more ad-
venturous than wise, I voluntarily offer myself
for !!IC combat; indeed, I claim it as my right.
I am, T believe, the oldest inspectar of hos-
pitals, possessing a physician’s diploma ‘and
physician’s commission, who has acted us
regimental surgeon: I am also, notorious
‘fmong the irregulars ; ‘and, ‘as the Phiysi-

cian-general ‘brought charges against nie, in
my capacity of a physician'in' the year 1804,
which were not proved, I now hope to be fur-
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nished with, an opportunity of establishing a
seutence in the face of the world which was not
then generally made known. Inthe system of
medical arrangements for armies, published in
18045, I make the bold assertion that the me
cal staff is oo numerous, consequently that it
is not adequately employed; and, persisting
still in the opinion, 1 here offer the physician-
general two physicians, viz, Dr. Bancroft and
any one he pleases, to assist in the execution of a
duty, which I, as an irregular, profess to per=
form singly, even without a clerk to wr ite my
preseriptions.

I am serious in what I say,—and I am ready
to undertake the duty as soon as the necessary
arrangement shall be made ; I pledge myself ta
continue to execute it for twelve months (as the
question cannut be properly decided in less)with-
put fee, reward or allowance, except quarters
at the public expence contiguous to the scene of
my duty ; and L add further that I am willing te

: ’ - pay, though I have no other sub-
sistence for myself and family, if the result of
my labours be less favourable than that of my
opponent.

The proposition which 1 have now made,

EQ
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will, T doubt not, seem ludicrous to many: 7t
is mot so in fact, if other of the acts of man be
grave and serious; for, to compare small things
with great, when the sovereigns of different
kingdoms contend about privileges and pre-
tentions, and cannot after declarations and
counter-declarations, convince each other by
argument of their right, they resort to the com-
bat, or trial of strength. Now,—if regular
physicians, and medical officers in the army,
not considered as regular in the eye of the
Col]t‘ger, cannot agree about their powers
and pretentions, the case iz similar, and I
know no means by which the claim can be
established and the case decided, except by
trial of skill in experiment. I the irregulars
be admitted to trial, and proved to be inferior
in the kll(i\\!l:”g!'. of curing dis 8, tlu‘_\-‘ will
in future remain in the inferior station without
repining, at least without ||:z\'i::|;_; cause to repine:
the regulurs will then be left in the undisturb-
ed possession of that pre-eminence, which
we now say they have usurped by prescrip-
tion,

But, though the superior attainments and su-
pereminent know ledge of the army regular phy-
sicians have not been publicly demonstrated in

£9
those scenes of trial in which they have been
exposed; yet I believe most perfectly that, if
Dr. Bancroft, the physician-general, or any
other of the fraternity can furnish you with
satisfactory proof that the knowledge of their
class so far exceeds that of other men as they
[J:"‘[L‘hl!, you will i_'u,nclidl_\' acknowledge that
there is an error in your report ; and, instead of
suggesting that no wore vegular ph s b
appeinted for the service of the army, you will
recommend most seriously, and press
tance of your recommendation most ear
upon the attention of government, that a re-
i physician be in future appointed to every
went of the ling; for su more exp '|-~s-|:,-
as are destined to serve in unhealthy climates ;
for, if it should appear that the lives of twoior
three hundred men could be saved annually in
each of these corps by the proper application
of the extraordinary skill of the regulars, besides
the grace and humanity of there would
bie a great saving in point of expence, even if
the physician had a salary of two thousand a
year, This project, to which the physician-

general appears to be inclined, would, I pre-
= B . .

sume, satisfy Dr. Bancroft, if his thirst for rank
and pay be satiable ; and, as I believe that you

have no motive in presenting the suggestions for
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improvement in the. medical department that
you have presented, except your opinion of
their public utility, I think [ may ventore to say,
(though I have no knowledge of your private opi-
nions, ) that if Dr, Bancroft prove the fact which

he assumes, you will support his views and pro=
mote his interests with all your energies; for,
in so doing, you will render a most essential
serviee to the Dritish army, consequently to the
British nation, the safety of which now depends
upon its army,

At page 9 we have a pompous declamation
on the importance of dividing the healing art
mto phll':.it‘ and surg ry, and of I1Iil'il|li.li1'|illg
these divisions in all their extent, even in the
army. ‘The division of the art into these sepe-
rate provinces has served most eminently to in-
crease the importance, and multiply the profits
of physicians: I cannot discover that it has
in fact, or that it could in simple reason be
illp[-us(ﬂ 1 we the science; on the con-

Ty, it appears to me to be one great cause
which mars its progress. I need not dilate
upon the reasons: medical men understand
them perfectly, and you may also conceive
them.  For instance, if a physician prescribe a
remedy for a sick person, suppose & person ill
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of fever, compound it himself, or see it com-
pounded by another, administer it with hiz own
hand, or see it administered by the servant, the
duty will be done in a more conscientious and
perfect manner, and the effect will be more

certain than if he merely write the preseription.
The written prescription is sent to the apoth
cary, who commits it to his shop boy, who pro-

bably compounds it incorrectly ; and, after an
interval, often such that the condition of things
being changed, it arrives at the patient’s
house when the favourable occasion is past.
In the one case, the physician knows what is
done, and he looks for an effectwith confidence ;
in the other, he does not certainly know what is
done, and he is apt to ascribe, in his imam

tion, effects to remedies that were not in fact
administercd : his conclusions are thus in dan-
ger of being incorrect. ‘The first mode of prac-
tice iz often followed in regimental, the latter
in general hospitals ; for, to administer as well
as o prescribe, s a part of ‘the regimental sur-
geon's duty : the reg 1 on the con-
trary ordinarily cons lers his dut_'( to be done
when he writes his prescription, and commits
it to the dispenser or hospital mate, for
execution. ‘But, though I allow that the di-
vision of the healing art into different branches,
and the preservation of rigid boundaries be-
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tween the parts, raises the importance of the
physician’s office in the eye of the public ; it is
a division that is only acted upen in rich conn-
trics, among rich people, and in great and
opulent cities. It scarcely has a place among
the diffused population of rich and luxurious
England itzelf; and it seems to be little known
in the United States of America, or in the
islands of the West Indies; yet, with all this
confusion of parts, the Americans cultivate
medical science with zeal, and they have even
perhaps made some i ovements in the art of
healing beyond some of their more refined con-

temporanes.

The Doctor cems to be feelingly alive to
the apprehension that the different parts of
the healing art, which have been seperated
with such industry, and with so much advan-
tage to its professors, should be again confounda
ed ; and he exults that the French revolutionists,
in the midst of their fury, respected the consti-
tution of the military medical code, leavingthe
distinetions of physician, surgeon and apothecary
untouched. T am rathersurprized that, inhis rag
against innovation he suffers Joseph the Second,
to pass without an anathema ; for that imperious

geously expunged the name of
an from the list of his army. He did

not however intend to cXpunge, nor does expe-
rience prove that he banished medical seience
from his military hospitals. On the contrary,
he instituted  schools for the education of his
medical servants ; but, in (]ui“!_-’an, he con-
founded the parts, not conceiving, as Dr. Ban-
croft says, and as the physician-general of the
British Army seems to think, that a regimental
surgeon can never be duly quali)

the two intricate arts of EJ.".} rEry,

The emperor Joseph was not i ted into the

mysteries of Warwick Lone.  He had no idea
of advantage arising from the division'of medi=
eal and su abour : and he did not be-
lieve, what indeed I cannot believe myself, that
because u man may possess the skill to cat off a
imb, he eby rendered incapable of cur-
1 fever.  Hence, the Emperor, in the spirit

of innovation pe 5, but apparently with the
impulse of genins and good sense, endeavouring
{0 escape assuming the right of t:'_inkin-.__: for
himself, committed the health concerns of his
army to the direction of a person of military
experience, on whom he bestowed the title of
first surreon ; the detail of execution was al-
lotted to surceons of different rank and degree,
according to the extent and importance of their
ont duties.  Thus it s that the medical

F
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system of the Austrian armies acknowledges no
person of the rank of physician ; yet the Aus-
trian military hospitals are allowed by all per-
sons who have seen them, and compared them
with others, to be the best conducted military
hespitals in Europe.

The success of the practical effect will here,
asin other cases, depend on the skill of the in-
dividual who acts, with the soundness of prineis
ple which directs the act; but the knowledge of
the fact that such arrangement exists, and that
it was approved, after trial, by a people, who
calculated the wvalue of things and estimated
causes and effects with wmore accuracy perhaps
than any other people in Europe, furnishes no
weak argument in proof of the position which
I maintain, and which you seem to admit,
that the acquisition of the surgical skill
which a military surgeon requires will not in-
terrupt his progress, or rob him of the power of
acquiring knowledge to cure internal diseases
in a speedy and efectual manner: I even add
that the collateral light, arising from the obser-
vation of surgical diseases, will, on some oe-

casions serye to c:lLE-.n'-:;e his medical views, ar
perhaps o correct them, The authority of the
Austrian medical system may then, 1 think,
without presumption, be put in balance against
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the opinion of Dr. Baneroft and Sir Lueas
Pepys i and, as we appear to have borrowed
many things from the Austrians in our military
economy, 1 hold the discipline of the hospitals
to be one of those which is especially worthy
of imitation.

The next peint on which Dr. Bancroft pre-
tends that I have misled you regards the rule
observed in bestowing medical rank. I do not
s beyond the American re:

pretend to trace tl
volutionary w for beyond that peried my
persunal vation does not extend,—and I
have no opportunity of consulting books.

Seme of the physicians of the medical staff
in the American war were sppointed from civil
life, two of .them regular, viz. Dr. Morris and
Blugden ; others likewige civil, but not of Ox-
ford or Cambridge, viz. Dr. Nooth: some were
appointed from among the medical offic ars of
the army, viz. staff surgeons, apothecaries, of
|cu,;i|||m'ml surgeons ; some of them with di-
ploma, others withoutit; for the Commander
in Chief abroad was then possessed of the
power of making a regimental surgeon an army
physician by general order, ina similar manner
asa regimental surgeon may be thrust into the

re
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College in Warwick Lane by mandamus. There
in fact existed po law of exclusi
rican war. A medical man was appointed phy-
sician for the army from civil or military life,
though oftener from the latter than the former,

on in the Ame-

according as he was supposed to possess su
perior knowledge, or as he found favour with
those in power, Dr. Veale, Dr. Hayes, Dr.
Roberts, and Dr. Clark, had either been re -
mental or staff surgeons, and Dr. Clark was,
to the best of my knowledge, the only one
among them who possessed a physician’s degree.

Baut this is foreizn to the purpose, for T mean
to refer only to period when Mr. Hunter suc-
ceeded to the office of surgeon-general. A re-
gulation was then formed, and it was, I presume,
sanctioned by the highest authority, that no
person should be placed in the station of army
pi\)‘:.r'iiul who had naot |.1r{‘.'.|u||~J_'; borne a me-

dical comnmission, that is, been it surgeon,

regimental surge or apoth y to the for-

Dr. Bancroft seems to doubt the exist-

Ul
disprove it by .|I}£'||;_{i||'__- that Dr. West the

ence of this regulation;; and he argues vaguely to

enly physician of Mr. Hunter's nomination.
Dr. Robert Smith, regimental and afterwards
and Dir. Brown, re

gimental mate

wds  stalf apothecar also D,

e
i

Lindsay, regimental surgeon, were appointed
during Mr. Hunter's continuance in office.
There are thus more proofs of the existence of
the rule than Dr. Bancroft acknowledges; but
my own case proves the fact of the regulation
incontrovertibly.

In St'ph':nht-r 1793, when an expedition was
preparing for the West-Indies, I offi my-
self a physician for that service. The answer
returned by Mr. Hunter was to the following
effect, that he would willingly have accep
my offer could he /e done it consistently
with rule ; but as I had never borne a me
commission, that is, never been staff su
regimental surgeon, or
cluded from complyir
it appeared, from th

couched, that I was dis only by
not having previously boi medical commis-
sion, I returned in answer that rather than be
disappointed inmy view, which was a further
investization of the fevers of hot climates, I
was uilling_{ to accept the surgeoncy of a
regiment gerving in the West-Indies, or des-
tined for that co 1 i 1 condition
that I should obis 3 's rank on the

first proper oc reglment
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of foat, or Buff was offered, and I accepted it,
—Mr. Hunter died in & few days afier the ap-
pointment took place,

The rule is here clearly defined ; and, as the
proposition was made through Mr. Lewis of the
War-Office, and the answer returned through
him, he, I doubt not, may still reecollect ..‘-o
much of the circumstances as to verify what I
say, if Dr. Bancroft or any other i'l!_‘l'rL;Il suld
be disposed to question my veracity,

I have now shewn to you that Mr. Hunter's
rule was express and positive to the exclu-
sion of all persons who had mnot borne n
medical commission : I must next shew you,
and prove to you that the rule of the .-\-rlm'

Medical Board was expressly and directly
the reverse of Mr. Hunter's. The Buff, I.'||::
iment in which I served as sur eon, instead
#oing to the West-Indies as I expected, was
put under the command of Lord Moira. It

uppeared off the French coast, anchored in the

and finally veturned to E;
land.  As England was not the scene in which

Iw

ed to serve, T waited on the physi
general in the month of March, statige to
: 2

him the cause that had induced me 1o enter the
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service, and, mentioning the expectation, or ra
ther condition under which I entered it,
quested to know if T m loak for the pl
clan’s ran He told me frankly i
impossible as 1 was the sur

On I observed to him that

acted in a ther capacity in En

of a phy hat he know I

}\E]_\ sicia ) L had written
fevers of Jamaica, @ s ieved I he
tained some kno

West-Indies, I was
knowledge so attained for the

Army. He seemed to be moved into i
tion at what I said, and told

if I had the knowledge of S

cliffe, I was the surgeon of a r

ment could neve

surgeon of areg

cian in His Majesty's ar

The exclusion of the reg
from the rank of army physician is here posi-
tive and peremptory : a regimental or staff com-
mission was a condition indi

disqualification. No two this
directly opposite; the latier is a complete sub-
version of the former; you might therefore,
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Justly enough, T think, be allowed to term the
ation of the Board an innovation.

When I took my leave of Sir Lucas, T wait-
ed immediately upon Lord Ambliurst, who was
then Commander in Chief, with the intention of
resigning the surgeoncy of the Buff; but his
Lordship informing me that the Buff was or-
dered to Jersey, which wa expected to be
attacked by the enemy, I suspended my design
and joined the corps at Lymington. From
Jersey I wentto the Continent with the re -
ment; and, in March 1795, I was thrustin among
the physicians of army, by order of |ii:
Royal Highness Field Ma ‘.,v]Juh: of Yor

on condition that I submitted to examination

by the College of Pliysicians when the ecircum-
stances of the service permitied me to return
and.

This might be deemed an infringement of
the pr oe it i contrary to Sir Lucas’s ex-
press declaration to mysell. I possessed a
Physician’s diploma, had exercised the physi-
cian’s art in civil life, and had moreover been
intrusted with the care of soldiers as a regimen-
tal surgeon for some time; but the general

hospital was sacred ground on which I could
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not be permitted to tread. - I stwithstand-
i|'|_|_|I thrust into it ill'. ill"|||”|i|.‘-| ordered to act
as physician, even placed in the :ction of
the medical department on the Continent,
though I was not vet qualified according to the
regulation. ¢ was here a tran:
the tute of Henry the E
Sir Lucas’s interpretation.  Can Sir L

ved the staty

nomination to ph
It stands on record that
been enrolled at Cambr . but who had not
vet att the who kept their terms
.|:u-.I|.|i-.- but who had given no proof of know-
ledge by any trial instituted, were appointe
arimny L:‘|,'1 cians, ]Il!.l('e'lt upon fiuf:\'_. sent w
stations of the highest importance, and allowed
to qualify or to take r degrees and their
licences when they became of : you ¥
consider the case, it is not a W one in the
concerns of the army.

the compara-

tive advantages an

und general ho:

of the military sick is a very impertant one,
calls for a very thorough investigation, and you

have passed it over very superficially, having,
G
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if we may believe Dr. Bancroft, prejudged the
case, by examining those persons ouly who
were likely to confirm you in your preconceived
opinions. You are here represented as pre-
determined judges, packing your jury, that you
may obtain your own verdiet. I eannot go
deep into the subject; but I shall endeavour, in
as few words as possible, to state the fact as it
appears in the medical history of the servic
of whith I have knowledge myself; suggest
at the same time, the probable causes wi
influénce the effects abserved and which are
often different in themselves.

Military hospitals are of two kinds, or deno-
minations, viz. general and regimental. A re-
giment is the first entire and independent part
of an army; and it is so organized as to exist
with its own means. The regimental hospital is
the place appointed for the reception of those
materials of the primary part which become inef-
fective through disease ; and officers, professing
medical skill, denominated regimental surgeons,
aré appointedtorepair the first injury which hap-
pens to the health of the regiment.  This, they
are supposed to attempt without loss of time,
and they are understood to accomplish it by the
safest and most effectual'means, The regimental
surgeon is an integral part in the ('Oj]sl.[l-u.tiol] of
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aregiment; and, while he cures the disease, he
keeps in view the preservation ofthat organiza-
tion, discipline and economy which gives the
military body its preeminence over an ordinary
mass of people. The general hospital is a place
appointed for the reception of the sick, or
ineffective parts of an army ; and, as these are
thrown into this receptacle in the mass, the
organization, which belongs to the military
body as its distinctive character, is lost in the
first instance ; and, under physicians acquainted
only with the loose organization and fluctuating
habits of society in civil life, it may probably
never be again restored. A general hospital, 1
do not say necessarily, but I may say not un-
frequently, exhibits a mass of disorganised in-
effectives, who, when they are restored to bodily
health and sent back to their regiments,are found
by their officers to have lost muchof what belongs
to soldiers. Military officers of experience and
observation know this to be true; and I think
T am thus warranted to conclude that general

hospitals, in consequence of the mixture of the
sick of different corps and descriptions, which
i in fact military disorganization, have an un-

fortunate effect on the military body ; not only
in what regards bodily health, for the means are
not applied so directly to the ends ; but more

]!
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especially i wrds the military spiric of

the soldier, whois thus withdrawn from under the
eye that watches and supports his military course.
Henee I recomm 1d you seem to be of my
mental hosp as primary

s for the military body, deserve

the first attention; that ‘general hospitals, as
secondary and only necessary in actual war, are

only of secondary importance.

Thiz I conceive to he your apinion,—T do
not say that regimental hospitals are alone sufs
ficient, and that general hospitals should be en-
tirely abolistied ; I ‘only say that the latter are
not necessary or usefill in times of peace, or
in garrisons and stationary quarters, even in
the enemies tervitory.  No experiment, I admit,
has been made with the direct view of deter-
mining the' relative ady ges and disadvan-

€5 ; many facts have risen in the
course of military service which ‘give coun-
tenance to the vulgar opinion, that the result,
ar recovery of health in‘armics is more form-
nate in the regimental infirmary than in the ge-
neral hospital. I the fact be  true, there are
reasons which may be tho sufficient 1o
account  for it without ascribing want of
skill to the hospital  plysician, or extra-

ordinary skill to the reg aeot. It is
kuown to all medical men of EXperience that
diseases, fevers for instance, are more easily
cared in the E;.-\_I;iuui_n.r_-. than in the advanced
in fact they are, or may be often cut
oft abruptly at their onset, at least they inay
then be turned into a safe channel with much
certainty ; on the contrary, i they have
t in their progress they
pursue their own course, The re
1 is destined for the early
smaller skill of
the surgeon, the effect iz more | te than in
eral hospitals, where the disease is soad-
vanced, as not to be easily amested, or v
it is 20 complicated in its nature,
nation of artificial causes, as to m
the more learned and regular pliy
» question of its sophistry and view it as

it 1s, + econclosion, Il cannot be o

that the hospi s the place

h we may confidently expect the most for-
ate result if all things be equal; for the e
are applied while the disease
of its course, consequently when it may be sub-
verted casily, and, for the most par v. The
fact is true, and the common sense of com-

mon men is equal to the cor ension of ik




46
But besides this, which is of primary import.
ance, there is another of considerable cons
quence in influencing the result, which most
physicians understand, and even comimon wen
may estimate, viz that, where there is <
tion of a mass of men, particularly of
men confined to bed as happens in general
hospitals, (for general hospitals are understood
to comprehend l:n‘:_;:-. colleetions of sick,) the
air loses it salubrity, though it may not acquire
any of those foreign qualities which are styled
infectious.  Pure air is essential to the support
of health; hence we understand the fact, how
recovery 18 slow and imperfect within the walls
of general hospitals : and hence, as general
hospitals, which are large collections of sick,
cannot well be supposed to possess a pure air,
we conclude by fair inference that they ought
only to bel as secondary, that is, as a resort
of necessity for the accommodation of compli-
cated discases of long continuance ; such for
instance g5 require rest, quiet and regimen not
easily attainable in the scene of actual war.

With these two pointd in view, and which
persons of common sense may comprehend, it
is evident that the effect cannot well fuil to be

more tortunate in regimental than in general
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hospitals if skill be equal ; and it is no propo-
sition from you, or from me that the skill of the
regimental surgeon be inferior to that of the
regular physicician : pains are even taken in
the system which I lay down, though not yet
acted upon, to ascertain that he h(.;lr,'w_u!]_-,-
skilful ; the physician, as we have seen, o

nominated and appointed to act without werbal
examination, and without submitting to trial in

experience.

Having stated these two les nts, L
shall now mention in a ¢ 1 t 1
know by personal observation, or what I have
learned by report from otherso authority
respecting the point in question, viz. the diff
ence in effect between the returns of pend

and regimental hospit Az a considerable

portion of my days have been spent with

tary men, and, as the health of armies generally
(:lurumld some share of my attention, I sought
for information from those with whom I asse-
cinted, and [ usually found that menof military
experience who served in the German wars
considered the general hospital as destructive of
life in & much higher proportion than the regi-
mental infirmary, that is, as distinetly as I could
collect, where regiments depended on their own
resources for the care of the sick, the morta-
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lity of the troops was comparatively small;
'e the chief dependence for the cure of
s was placed on general hospitals, the

mformation is more direct, the

ise, in the American war.
of disease, more particularly fever, there
more speedy, and not less fortunate in regimen-
tal imfirmaries than in such general hospitals as
tell under my obs tion ; but here, l‘!l'J'n_t al-
muost constantly in the field with the advance of
the army, Lhad not the opportunity of estime
the difference so correctly as I have done since
the year 1793.

I acted 0 wi he Buff for it

ming of the late

war: the corps was sickly for at least twelve

of these cighteen; and, during this period; it
lost upon the whole six: persons, viz. one fror

consumption, one from dysentery, one from in-
flammation of the lungs, ope from a cause I could
not discover, as I had not an opportunity of
opening the body, and two from fever. . During
this sickly period, two hundred and fifty persons
were dismissed from the hospital list as cured of
fever o the fever was of the infections charae
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ter, such as then prevailed in almost y
corps of the w About thirty of the febrile
patients of the Duff were to the general
ital at Southampton in Janvary and Fe-
y 1704, for there was no | of aceomos=
m for them at their gquacters. I do not
know exactly the number tl ;I know
however that llll'.l. were not fewer
About one' hundred | fifty more were sent 10
general hospitals while piment remained
on the Continent. It was here impossible for
the pay-master to get a return of the deaths
that was in any degree authe at the time

we were on this serviee ; but T know for «

sent off in the
oppressed by mul
instance, infections were ¢

nce was augmented to

e oy umilation, &c. the cts of which
were not counteracted by interior economy.
The disease thus produced was malignant, and
co concentrated in force that the superior skill

H
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of the rejulat physician was not sufficient to
producea réturn =0 favourable, as the feeble
méans of the uhedutatéd surgeon at the regi-
mental infirmary.

T cannot speak so distinctly concerning the
nrédical history of other réwiments as the Duif.
I'kiow that there were severnl ¢orps which
Iost mavny men, even in the reginiental jnﬁr!nzlr'_f :
Lt T ama confident there wete few, it any, that
Fost men in the sawié proportion as in the pe
mefal hospital ; for, though the sick were dis-
posed in barns and ill otherwise accominodated,
the aid of the surgeon, sath as it was, was al-
wiys at hand, and it was applied generally atthe
favourable moment for acting; besides, us the
mass of sick ‘was here less nivmérous, the air was
less orrupted by the effects of accumulation,
though T do not pretend 1o say that it was alto-
gether pure,

When the troops landed in St, Dromingo in
the year 1796, the sick were thrown into gene-

ral hospitals, and the mortality was prodigions.

The hospitals were here as clean as hospitals
could v

Il be 'made, and comforts were priv-
curéd for the sick in abundance ; but enrh-
nations from a mass of men brought together

tto swall space, though the discase was not
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infectious, scemed to deprive the air of its sa-
lubrious quality, This I conclude to have been
the case, from the difference of ¢ffect observed,
where the sick were spread about in smalles
parties, though they remained under the same of
similar treatment,

Convinced, in my own wind, from thiz
and other observations of the advantages of
treating sick in regimental ratherthan in general
hospitals, T broke up the establishment of genes
ral hospital in the district where [ resided, ¥
Port an Prince, as soon as I beeame the senior
afficer of the medical department on this station.
I then placed the sick in the hands of the re-
gimental surgeon, taking care that the hospitals
were well equipped and that all the comforts
which sick men require were amplyprovided and
duly supplied. The effect was decidedly more
fortunate, as may be proved by the hospital re-
turns transmitted to the proper offices in Eng-
land, and which, I suppose, are still preserved.
—1T ascribed the differgnce of effect to the ar-
rengement, not to the greater ability of the
medical officer. I shall mention an example
which maey be considered gs satisfactory proof.

The @nd battalion of the Irish brigade ar-
vived at Port au Pringe in & sickly state, and it

HZ
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sulmsequent  sickness
do when landed in tre
15 CONps had no  advs .
i and it had ne regular sur-
s¢ circumstances I«
ng surgeon, |
who is now surgeon in th ;|
was then a young man, but he posseséed a
roing judgment, w diligence,
nanity—always on the w and hav
some h or other discove @ jll'illl'ijlh',
though he never s at Cambridge, he seized
the first opportunity of arresting the disease,
or of turning it into a safe course with so
good  eff t { kness w
great, the' me :r::lin-!}- small,
and though few of the officers escaped sickness

yetnot one, as far as I know, died.

A detachment of Duteh Artille ry, of about
onc hundred Europe arrived at Port au
Prince in A st 1797 : they were put under
similar discipline, and the result was equally

he facts which [ now state fell
under own observation: 1 know them to be
correct,” and 1 ean forther add with truth
hat, wherever the re gimental arcangement was

lopted, the effect was fortunate as compared

: other, though the medical officer ar-

ular attainment of

- | under my own observation
in' St. Domingo, the histe health amang
the troo| ich took En_lﬁ».t'-_-i:m of Cape
of Good Hope in the year 1795, will also, I
believe, serve toillustrate your j ion. In the

; ieve during the command of GGe-

e general ho as the depot

of all the mortality 15 known 1o
have been g liospitals were
up uler
the

the command of Gene

. 1 have been rmed, almost en-

tirely ceased, ‘This 3 henticated by
c'cJ|||-|. aring t k returns of hospitals durin
the L-I;Ii'rrl.-m periods that the ea
of the troops was under thes h
of management. The res if I i_’l;l.'- e not
been misinformed, was decidedly in favour of
the regimental experiment.  But the this be
true—and in k

of the practic

the

svatem that was rsued at

the present war: The sickn
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ble at times in consequence of various contips
gencies; yet no permanent general hospitals
were established on that account. The sick
returns may be consulted, as it is presumed
they are still preserved at the office in Berkeley
Street : they will, I presume, shew the effent
to have been a fortunate one.

1 do not at present know the state of health
among the troops in the West-Indies, but Lord
Castlereagh, minister for the war department,
assérted about twelve months ago, in the House
of Commons, (if newspapers repeated troly,)
that the mortality in the West-Indies was of late
diminithed by one third. I do not pledge
myself for the accuracy of his Lordship’s
statement ; butif what he says be true, even if
it be not the reverse of truth, there exists a
strong argument,—and it will be deemed of
authority—that the army has sustained no in-
jury by the absence of regular physicians, and
the want of general hospitals in that unh althy
climate.

I have thus given a short sketeh of history
from my own observation, or from the n.>pm1|:
of persons who deserve eredit relative to the
comparative advantages of regimental hospitals
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re on the side of the re-
gi viental hospital, as judged by effect, is strongly
1-||u| ked, I am dispozed to ascribe this difference,
which is often striking, to causes which belong
to the (‘_'OI]-*.'.?IH-’.U“ and econt '[[]'-I'-'il-] manafement
of general hospitals which usually obtains in
those depots, rather than to the kilfulness
of the medical officers whe intrusted with
the care of the
observed before, the are appled mn
the early and man ble period of dis-
gase ; in the other, rarely
iz advanced in its course, probal
arrived at a period in its pr
not be repressed with sa
add that there is ordin:
air in the smaller tl the larger hospitals,
for, the mass of dise ubjects being !l:.‘." nu-
merous, their emanations are more speedily and

more easily dissipated,

Dr. Bancroft, in advocating the ¢
peneral hospitals, ass

gul.a.r |1h_}'.-in'i~ms. as if ev I3 shiould }Iu-.d
to their superior knowle He undervalues
tlie regimental surgeon, and seems to exnlt that
unisual sickness and considerable mortality,
as'exhibited in the monthly sick return for the
month of March, have furnished him with an
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opportunity of proving the fallacy of the regi-
mental system, to which the health of the army

in Britain is now committed.

It belongs to the inspector general of army
hespitals to explain the cause of what Dr, Ban-
croft alledges to be troe, and 1 doubt not that
he will do it to the satisfaction of those who may
be entitled to call forexplanation on the subject ;
I only notic re as a charge |

me spirit th
nthe year1801. A
ion of this nature is serious
1, if wantonly made, it calls for
repreher 1on, even for punishment ; for it d
nishes confidence of the military in the abi-
lity of their officers ; and, as such, it is injurious
to the prosperity of the country. If Dr. Ban-
eroft had considered the subject dis nately
—not viewed i a disappointed physic he
would not, I bel have thrown out this in-
considerate lnsinuation : or, if he had beea
capable of considering the question like a man
of science, he would not have overlooked the
causes which gave rise to unusual sickness at
the time stated. IF there was unusnal sick-
e

NEss In a '.'l?Lll.' Of men £0 nUmMETpus as :liE

troops in Britain now are, upwards of 100,000,
the death of four, or even five hundred men in
pne¢ month, though high, might not be unprece-
dented.  As you may not be aware of the fact,
I shall inform you, though it does not properly
belong to my subject, that, among the causes
which occasigned sickness, there was a transfer
from the militia to the regulars: this change of
ircumstances presented a new  scene; and

nge of scene and circumstances often occa-

But, besides volunteer-

from the militia into the regulars, there was a

ut'c'uurt!r},‘lnuuiolh:::nillll:ll:_\'lu:L'JJut. Here
another cause of sickness was put in action ; for
there was herea ¢ eof circumstances in mode
of life, such as is known toaffect human health,
The causes stated might occasion sicknessj
and adding to these the occurrence of epide-
mic measles, scarlet fever, and inflammation of
which prevailed in some corps to con-
siderable extent, we had a right to leok for con-
ble mortality even in the hands of regular
icians ; and, in fact, the returns of the
general hospital at the Isle of Wight, during
the same period, which may be,and which ought
to be consulted on this occasion, are said to be
still less favorable than the aggregate re-
turns of regimental hospitals through Great
1
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Britain. But, before Dr. Bancroft, or the
physician  general, whose orator Dr. Ban-
croft appears to be, ean pretend to judge the
question like men of science, it behoves them
to obtein detailed returns of regimental and
general hospitals, even of the hospitals insti-
tuted for the reception of the poor sick in Lon-
don and elsewhere ; and, when they have done
this, it is necessary that they compare the whole,
and estimate the mortality in each class of dis-
ease, in each of these establishuments.  If, after
such examination,they find the effect in regimen-
tal hospitals to be uniformly less fortunate than
in military general hospitals, or in the various
hospitals about the metropelis, it might then be
warrantable to say what has been said. Asit is,
Dr. Bancroft appears to be instigated by an un-
worthy motive ; and, as he has committed him-
self to speak without knowledge of circumstan-
ces, he has erred in regard to the fact; and, as
far as his .':ut'lm'.‘]t}'_ or the aullwrir.y of his pr in-
cipal extends, propagated a calumny against
the surgeons of the army, and the system of me-
dical discipline that is. now instituted for the
care of the health of the military.

I have now stated facts, and giwrn my opi=
nion respecting the advantages and disadvan-
tages of the different establishments inio which
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the sick of armies ave usually received. I ab-
stain from making invidious remarks on the
character of the medical officers allotted to the
duties of these establishments. I have usually
spoken respectfully of regular physicians ; but
1 have remarked, what no man could aveid re-
marking, that some of them were so young
when appointed to their stations, that they
could not, in the nature of things, be supposed
to have given proofs by experience, that they
actually possessed knowledge. 1 shall there-
fore leave this discussion to others, and pro-
ceed Lo notice in a cursory manner, the real
state of the fact, respecting some points you en-
deavoured to ascertain by the testimonies of
Dr. Borland and Dr. M*Gregor ; for, it appears
ta Dr. Bancroft that the base of the testimo-
nies of these gentlemen is founded on the opi-
nions contained in one or other of my publi-

cations.

First, at page 30.—* That during .th: cam-
paigns of 1794 and 1795 on the continent, !h.c
mortality was very great in the general hospi-
tals, while it was comparatively small in the
regimental.” I have stated the sum of my own
observation on this head already. I now ven-
ture to say that the truth of it is known to

18

i in
AT &9,
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every military officer of discernment,who served
in the campaigns here alluded to; and, [ add,
in illustration of ‘what I maintain, that bad
cases of disease only were not selected for ge
neral hospitals in this service, as is usually the
case on other occasions, but that the regiments
were ordered to disembarrass themselves of all
their ineffectives, previously to a march. These
were thrown into general hospitals in the mass,
and, in defect of organization which is as neces-
sary for good effectin general hospitals as in the
healthy army, the confusion was great 1 do not
attempt to describe the misery, and I only men-
tion its existence that, t:u:f_-.hl'h_\' r:x|:e|'j-:-|7 we
may learn to avoidthe causes which oceasionedit,
I donot pretend to know the precise proportion of
deaths ; but I know it was enormously great, far
exceeding the proportion of mortality while the
gick remained in the regimental ho_\“i-ta!s under
the care of the respective surgeons.  The cause
of this may be understood from what T have
said above without rging the physicians of
general hospitals with ignorance, or neglect of
duty.—I do not dwell on this ; it is however
known that the disorder and disorganization,
which prevailed in general hospitals, appeared
tomake so strong an impression on the mind
of the Commander in Chief, that a military
commandant was appointed for the purpose of
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enforcing the duties, and preserving that di
pling which peculiarly belongs to, and w hich is

dlways best performed by an intelligent and

zealous medical chief,

Secondly.—* That in consequence of the
sick being taken from the rc:_;imt.-:u:ﬂ and sent
into the general hospitals, where they were
placed under care of physicians selected from
civil life, the regimental surgeons mot being
permitted to take care of their own sick, be-
came less active in the service, and disgusted.”
1 must here observe, that there are no circum-
stances which will render a good man inactive
or indifferent to the discharge of a duty so
nearly connected with his h as the care of
the sick soldier; but I must also observe that,
as a regimental surgeon often forms an atlach-
ment I-u the soldiers of the corps in which he
serves, he feels regret when such of them as
mav be sick are removed from under his pro-
tection, unless he has proof in his own mind
that they are to be better treated, and ﬁUPI]Er
restored to health by others than by himself. T
admit that the allowances of wine were higher
in the general hospitals on the continent than
they were in regimental hospitals ; but I could
; ive that the sick were otherwise better

treated, ‘The sick, known, were removed
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atstated times, orin the event of changing po-
sition from the regimental to general hospitals,
particularly during the first part of the retreat;
or till such time as all the places which could
be obtained for general hospitals were filled.
In consequenee of the measure thus adopted,
the regimental surgeon fecling himself to be a
person of less professional importance than he
had conceived himself to be, was less pleased,
and less satisfied with himself than he ought to
be; for his duty was chiefly to muster and
collect the sick ; few of them were permitied
to remain under his care Gll their cure was
completed, as the army for some time, at least,
frequently changed its ground.

Thirdly —" The question relative to the su-
periority of regimental over general hospitals in
respect of the treatment of the sick.” This
consists principally in the speedier cure in the
one unent than in the other. I stated
in my publication 1805, at page 50, “* that the

rage time required for the cure of acute dis-

i mental hospitals, where the sur-

geon i!-'~|‘rt!!'t'l']:\' instructed in his art, cannot
be supposed to exceed a fortnight ; scarcely a
man returns cured (L ought to have said)
from general hospitals in less than six weeks;
few inless than three months,”  ‘The last part
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of the sentence is known to be a fact by mili-
tary officers; I leave the first to be determined
};}"lluz pay-lists sent to the War-Office from
the hospital at the army depot, between the
15t of March 1501 and 1st of Jam 1802,
The depot hospital, though wot a n i
hos-pitﬂ.!. yel approacl xl D
economy and

pitals to which I and Dr.

Dr. Bancroft chooses

ments to which I re

they will be withheld from hi

will find that, d i

time required for the cure

that is, fever, dysentery,

lungs, &e. does not eve to fourte
days: That thiz is the cas I think be in-
fl:r.md. from considering the relative circumstan-
ces of a states which is already before the
public ; viz. the average time R‘I““.H.! for l_jlr’_-
cure of all diseases—acute and chronic at the
depot hospital during the time specified. This,
by the returns published in 1803 was twenty
days at Chatham, and twenty-three at the Isle
of Wight. The effect, I belicve is such, as
Dr. Bancroft could not promise

physician in & gencral hospital,

and intelligent regimental surge
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it with much confidence ; for he has the oppor
tunity of acting on diseazes when they may be
speedily and safely arrested, and  there exists
no motive in his mind, on account of connec-
tion with the other branches of the trade,
which induces him to temporize, or proceed
slowly in his course: it is in fact his interest
to cut the disease short as soon as he can
If the average time for the cure of diseases
of all descriptions requiring hospital treatment
was only twenty, or even twenty-three days at
the depot hospital, we may fairly conclude that
thecure of fevers or other acute diseases, did not
at the avers

tion I consider

has given an opinion without knowledge of the
fact.

There is another part in this paragraph re-
specting the treatment of the Russian sick in
.Tr.,-r.'suy and Guernsev, which I cannot pass
without & remark : The superintendance of the
health of the Russian troops was my duty; I
think therefore that I may be allowed to know
more of the state of the case than Dr. Bancroft,
or even Dir. Benckhausen himself; for the
Russian physician did not come to the islands
till the sickness had ceased, and, when he
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came, he took no charge, and did no duty
in the hospitals. ~ Henee, hi r on
is not intitled to- credit, as

opportunity of knowing the truth, had

had mo just

character been otherwize respectable.  Dr
Borland was attached to the Russian aux-
iliary troops, as : t inspector of hos-

he must be

W
loes not speal nov of the fact.
When e, whoever he 1 , endeavours
to invalidate such testimony a n ASSEVE-
ration with no better authority than vague re-
port or fanciful presumption, [ cannot resist
o that the sentiment of honour does not
-':\i;_ in him; and, in the present &t Bey
you may perhaps be disposed to think with me,
that De. Bancroft, instead of bringing digcredit
on Dr. Borland, procloims his own want of
principle, in atlac to an cath no greater
value than it bears with the transatlantics ina
custom house.  But that you may se¢ how the
matter actually stood, I shall mention the history

K
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of the Russian sick; and it is shortly this. Those
who were wounded, and those sick who were al-
ready collected into hospitals were embarked at
the Helder and sent to Yarmooth. Those who
were yet in tents or quarters, (and they were
not few in pumber,) were thrown into the
transports together with their comrades: the
transports were crowded ; the winds were ad
verse, and the ships were dispersed @ the wea
ther wasrainy, the clothes of the soldier were
necessarily damp and wet.—Some of these
vessels were driven to Leith roads, others to
Neweastle, some to Hull, and some brought
up at Spithead. Tt is publicly known that
there was  much sickness on board the
r]:i|;a which arrived at the I.JIiLtH_'H, Now  Men=
tioned, and it is also known that there was
considerable mortality. The principal form
aof sickness was the infectious fever ; and, while
this is authenticated by testimonies that can-
not be doubted, the Doctor has no right to
suppose that sickness was trifling among those
who found their way to Jersey and f_]u.t'r:u_a'('y.

- g
The oy was longer, and in fact, the great

body of Rus s did not reach their destination
tll some time in Januar that they actoally
were sickly on their first arrival at their can-

tonments i Jersey and Guernsey is known by
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the hospital returns; a surer evidence than
that of Dr. Bancroft's assertions,

Fourthly.—* That many soldiers who had
been suné into general hospital with slight
ailments, caught fevers there and perished.”
This, every person at all acquainted with the
history of armies, knows to be true. Infec-
tiousdiseases I am, ready to confess appear
occasionally in regimental as well as in gene-
ral hospitals; but they are there ordinarily
less  aperavated, because the subjects are
fewer in number, and the access to a pure at
mosphere is more at command. In the mili-
tary general hospitals of our own nation, the
IJ.I.'i:'iI.."L:d subjects are oftener thrown together
promiscuously than separsted with care and
discrimination according to the character and
conditions of the discase. Small pex’ and
meazles, I believe, arg keptapart; the other
febrile diseases, as far as I have seen, for
the most part appear in the mass. This T allow
does not attach to a general hospital in its own
pature: it is an error in management ; but it
is not easily avoided by persons who are little
aoqu-.;inu:d‘ with principles of organization ; and
such are regular physicians taken from: civil

E2
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life, for there is no example in the ordinary

sspitals in England from which they could be
£ sed to learn a contrary practice :—the
regimental hospitals on the contrary still retain

something of military order and disc

Fifthly.—* That soldiers ta
in general hospitals, and feigning sickness
frequently imposed upon the medical officer
of no previous regimental experience.” The
fact is true; and it is k
officers of experience s servation that the
restoration of the soldier’s health is slow in me-
neral hospitals, ec ri r with at it isin
reg infirr i and it is also notorious
tha tances of persons who feign sickness
for ce of full diet with large allowance
of wine and liquor—-so common of
neral hospit: do mot oceur rar
gering thus arises in ggneral hospitals : it can-
not well arise, or be carried to any extent in
regimental o 5, for re
watches the malingerer: in general hospitals,
the linzerer occupies his place and escapes
among the multit his cunning being often
an over-match for the regufar ]ul:::l;i_t-j;m'_c.
penciration.
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T (' 1 P 3 o
Dr. Bancroft, from a total ignorance of what

to misrepresent the fact for
3 purpose, assmmes as a position
» gick eoldiers ave sent to general
hospitals by iental su 5, and
incerers are fou in g
must have previously imposed on-the
The fact is, they are sick in
the restored to health,
rs, as enticed by i w1 they
persist in  the | time,
through the i

—] leave itto

portance to the pation and it o
ly, so that 2 L
on \l-ilil‘i.i L‘II\' l'{.'||||'-||||i|‘i|| arr
future system may be founded. The foun
tions 'ut.ih:' sht to be demonstrative not
presumptive d, as ther yet -ul'.|...l- .Enf_:.tn
connected with your invest of this part
of the subject, which appear to me 10 be un-
:l~l‘|']|:-l;.ll.l.:<1-, I take the liberty of drawing your
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aitention to such things as seem wanting to
give your suggestions full authenticity,—In the
first place then, with regard to the prapartion
of a medical staff’ for a given military force.
This question is important; and I conceive
that the estimate of the medical board far ex-
ceeds the needful.  You yourselves seem to
think it high ; but, that you may ascertain the
fact by the best possible evidence, it is proper
that you call for returns of the military force
and medical staif] general and regimental,
daring the war 1756 and American revolu-
tionary war, likewise during the late and pre-
sent wars: you will then see, by a clear docu-
ment, what was, and iz the rule followed in
our own service on this head. You may also
think it proper to know what is the proportion
of the medical staff among forvign armies,

A return of the medical staff for a given
tary force among the principal warlike
powers ini".urui\-:'1 viz. French, Austrians, Prus-
gians and Russians, would serve much to illus-
trate your position ; andl should suppose that,
a8 you buve aothovity to call for information
from all guarters, you will not have much
difiiculty in obtaining it. I do not possess: this

information in so authentic a form that I could

venture to put it before you as a document. 1
may however observe that, as the Russian's mili-
tary was formed aecording to the best German
system, and, as a division of Russian troops join-
our forces in Holland 1799, and, as this divisio
@ ppc:u-cll to be select, we mustsu
been complete in all its parts accor

» followed by that

- .I".'\.I'!'II thi

ch may serve to dir

17,000, atta

reginrental m

physician,

apotheca

must believe, as AVE O £V
contrary, to be such as is ord followad
in the i{u:‘%i.-.u army ; for, though the Russian
general left the mostof the hospital equipments
behind at Revel, by the desire, as the Hus
of Sir Home Popham, who

ns

themselves sa :
told them all se things would be provided
for them by the English, he left no part of
his hospital staff.

If the medical staff was here entire, &5 it

appears to have been, let comparison be made
with the medical stafi appointed for Sir Ralph
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Abererombie’s expedition in 1795, for a force
of 20,000, viz. one Inspector general, one

Assistant  Inspect: neral,  eleven  Physi
cians, eighteen Staff Surgeons, and six Apo
caries. 1f the Russian medical provisions
were sufficient, our’s must be considered as
enormons.  The Russians met with events
Holland which they did not expect: their sys
temy was deranged, and they did not well k”;.-.\
which way to turn themselves, they were
d not be
te think well and act with en for
They were in fact in difficuly,
and in want of hospital equipments : I|I|;','
obtained relief. from our stores, and even .
gical aid from our medical staff, py had
not however, I presume, caleulated upon such
supply or s issistance when they left Russia,
more than they calg ated on tance of
British officers to command their battalic
The detachment was considered as complete
and independent with its own mean hos-
pital furniture only, not the medical st
left behind at Revel.

From what T have now said, you may. pro-
bably t '

L proper to obtain information re-
Spectin i

ical staff in

e

i
armies of foreign pow-ers, as an outline to
direct your reszarch when you come to estimate
what may be necessary for our own country.
The powers on the continent have more expe
vience of field war than we have, and they cal-
culate their means with better knowledge of the
ends than we do.  But, besides a knowl
of the proportion of foreign medical
which may serve to illustrate and confirm
positions, you will also, I believe, think
visable to determine, by the best attamable au-
thority, the mazimumn: of duty, that is, the
greatest number of sick or wounded for whom
a physician or surgeon can be supposed to do
the needful.  This is essential before you defi-
nitively fix your propertion; for, as the view
which you now offer is, 1 presume, intended
to lay the basis ofa |.u.1':mt||n-*:t system of med
cal discipline for the national military force, it
iz understood by the puhln_ that no part of the
investigation will be passed over negliger
On this ground I come forward at present, and
vou will, 1 doubt not, teke in good part any
E’\'mts which I, or any other person may sugg
to you on the occasion. And here I observe in
the first place that, before you allot the number
of patients whom a physician may be thought
capable of attending in a proper wanner, ¥ou

L
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will probably first consider how many bours
out of the twenty-four, be may, without injury
tohis health, devote to this labour. I suppose,
and [ presume you do the same, that a medi-
cal man's duty is his business; and that his
business forms his chief pleasure. On this
supposition I maintain that a physician, sur-
geon or hospital mate will not, or ought not, to
consider himself as overstrained by giving eight
hours a day to his hospital duty, if the service
réquire so much, viz. five hours in the forencon,
and three in the afterncon.  When the portion
of time allotted for daily labour among the
sick is fixed, you will probably think it advis-
able to summon a committee of medical offi-
cers, viz. military physicians and military sur-
geons, with an equal number of, physicians
and surgeons who do the duties of hospitals in
civil life, in the view that, by their help, you
may adjudge the quantity of labour to be
assigned to each class ; for itis proper that this
be determined by rule, and that it be deter-
mined as justly and as correctly as. may, be.
It is obwious that number must vary according
to the difficolty or complication, the danger
or safety of the different. diseases which
are placed under the physician’s care ; and it

alzo plain and easily understood that, when

il
the number is allotted, the task will be easy or
oppressive :;rrnrrd_mg to 11.|t'. E_I!HIIII_::I' in nllu:-u.
the subjects are disposed in hospital.  If the
sick be classed scientifically, and arranged

their wards according to the characters of dis-

, progress towards

ases and their condition
recovery or death, a ]ﬂl\:,lum will be enabled

to execute his medical duty with more facility,
and with better effect for one hundred sick,
than he could for thirty of the same description,
if they be thrown together promiscuously, as
general practice in our own hos-

spems to be the
whether civil or military.

pitals in Dr
The ¢l ication to which I allude, and which
I adopted the hospitals at the army depot,
easy which I could not perhaps
have atherwise accomplished,  With one assis~

surgeon and a dispenser of medicines, T
wedicing

made a duty

tant
prescribed and admiinistered, or saw
administered for three hundred patients da

during the months of September and Uctohu
1801, exclusive of varous other duties con-
neeted with the depot; and T think I can ven-
tire to a1y that, tll:!ll‘n<' this tlu]e, no one suf-
} from want of nmdu,.lh attendance. The
French regulation for military hospitals allows
a’ physicien for two hundred sick; I do not
¥how what Sir Lutas Pepys may be disposed

L2

fered
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o think an adequate portion of duty for a phy-
sician of the British milits staff; I believe how-
ever, that he will not be disposed to place it so
high as the French. But be that as it may, as
there is evidently a diffierence of opinion on this
head among those who have spoken on the
subject, and, as I do not suppose that you have
knowledge of hospital duties personally your-
selves, you will act wisely and proceed safely
if you submit the question to the jus
fessional committee, consis [ men
experience and reputation who have no
individual interest in the case. When you
have ascertained this point, you will, T doubt
not, think it still advisable, as serving to illus-
trate the subject, to call for n:!nll'.;n:' returns of

the sick troops serving on dillerent stations

at home or abroad, for instance in the Wes

Indies, Cape of Good Hope, Malta

the Baltic, Ivelund, &e. accompanicd with
returns of the medical officers, gencral and re-
gimental, allotted for their care.  Here, if you
divide tl e amount of the sick by the
number of medical officers actually |||';-sg,'||t
and suppozed to be capable of effective duty,
you will sce what quantity of labour every
medical man actually performs, or 15 des-

tined to perform; and you will then be able

s

to judge, by the help of this official document,
whether the medical staff exceeds the just
proportion, as I alledge, whether it is barely
sufficient as some think, or whether it is
sometimes insufficient as others seem to insi-
nuate : If you institute such an enquiry as this
which T now suggest, you will then find grounds
on wi

of a me

you may p
confidence
its purpose under all contingency

I am aware that many, indeed that most
medical men will be disposed to consider my
estimate of the medical staff as too low. In
making it, I have not spoken at random : I
have however assumed as an implied condition,
though it does not exist as things are, that every
medical officer—not simply the physician, is
competent to the treatment of common :'|i-;:-.:1-
ses, that he is energetic in action and zealous in
disposition, that the gick are classed in wards
or apartments according to the natare of dis-
eases and their conditions ; and further, that the
remedies are administered immediately and un-
der the eye of the person who prescribes If the
conditions now stated be observed faithfully
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in practiee, I Have rio appréfensions that fhe
medical staff which I dssigh will be oppréssed
with theweight of duty : the duty ori the contrary
willbealways withifithe éompassof it power. If
however the conditions be neglected, or the qua-
lity inferior, there will be much éonfusion and
great toil; for I kiow by éxperiencé that no
increasé of number will bé Sufficient to remedy
the oné, or much alléviate thé other. The
fuct is certainly true, and some of yourselves
Miay perbaps have noticed it, that one éxpe-
rienced, intelligent anid zédlous medical officér
is of more value in maiftaining the health of
an army, than six others who are without ex-
perience, little intelligent, and of small zeal,

Inendeavouring to give my opinion a specific
form through ulmh It might be more easily
brought to trial for judgment, I instanced an
example, that the medical staffs, appointed for
the expeditions to the Cape of Good Hope
and the West Indies in the year 1795, far 'ex-
céeded the just bounds; and T observed at the
same time that, if it s huulci s0 happen that
the whole of the army was in the sick list af
once, the hospital staff alone might be deémed
equal to the duty of prescribing and adminjs-
teving for this entire force: I even add that,
if the parts be arranged scientifically and well

o
disposgd. in convenient, hospitals, the task
u-nuldumbca.hard_ ong, Dr. Bancroft. cons
sirlers, this, as extravagant and. ridiculous, and
formsa case for himself by which he affacts
to demonstrate its absurdity. I do not notice
his epithets for they contain no argument ; hl.l:
1 have said the thing is practicable, and T hold
it to be my duty to shew to you at this time that
itis easy according to the plan on which I'pro-

pose to act,

J L s - id

It appears, in looking into the lists of the
medical staff which was prepa for the ex-
pcditluns in 1705, that one ph_\'sm:m was al-

lowed for every two thousand men, one staff

surgeon or apothecary for every :

and one hospital assistant surgeon for e
hundred and fifty. There were: thus- provided
for a force of two thousand men, eighteen I:u_'—
dieal staff officers: these, qu;:lir':m.l as L.'n:-_',-‘
ought to be, I hold to be -.-qu:tl.r.u |..|L- e

two thousand si In an _hospital list co
ing .of two thousand persons, there ar
probably two hundred. who are ;.“'
erl..ﬂ circumstances. These I consign

be sypposed, to the care of the rem

sician: the slighter and less complicated ceses

I_commit, to_ the staff surgeons; the assist
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ants, while under the superintendance of
their superiors, may be safely entrusted with
the management of the recovering and conva-
lescent,

The Doctor, in his demonstration, proceeds
on a premise that I donot admit, and that the
rules of the service do not sanctien, wiz. that
none except regular physicians are worthy to be
eutrusted with the treatment of medical cases.
Intwo thousand patients, it is not improbable
but that there may be twelve hundred of such
as are called medical; and, if this be so, I
would not be so unreasonable as to impose on
Dr. Bancroft, notwithstanding his zeal and
youthful ardour, a task so enormous as the
care of twelve hundred sick, though thieir ma-
ladies might be slight.

Heassumes, I have observed, as the base of his
argument, a fact, whichdoes not exist. If his pre-

mise were founded in the practice of the army,
I should readily acknowledge that my calcula-
tion was absurd, the execution impossible ;
but, as things are, medical officers, whether
surgeons or assistant surgeons, are intended,
and actually ordered by the government to

treat the diseases of soldiers, whether internal
or external,—not merely to compound drugs

&l
and perforin other subordinate drudgeries |
and, as this is the case in fact, the medical
and sor treatment of two thousand pas
tients cannot be supposed to bear hard on
eighteen medical ofiicers, if even the half of

respounsible trust,

itted by every one;
» is another peint relative to
t which requires explanation, 1

make the assertion at page 75 of my public
1805, that ** during the late war two thirds of
the medical staff were idle, or but half em-
ployed ; that where the hospital staff acted, the
regimental stail dic iitt sthing ; wh i
regimental staff did its duty, the htmllnuﬂ .sml't
had only to amuse itself, or pursueits private
pecupations.” This Dr. Bancroft says is not
true. My experience tells me the contrary:
—That Dr. Bancroft was idle, I do not pre-
tend to say, for I was not near him ; and, as he

boasts superior skill and high professic

ment, I should have d the :
general, Mr. Young, highly culpable and negz-
lectful of the duty of his station, if he had
permitted the Dr. to amusé himselfy or :ut'ﬂ:m
to England, while disease was so destructive

M
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abroad. The Dr. was in fact detained at the
post of honor against his will—this is known,
My position is then a gencral one; and, as the
fact I alledge was tried on some occasions and
proved to be true, T presume it might have
been proved in all if experiment had been
made,

The following examples of what was, will
serve to shew what might have been. When
I myself became senior officer of the medical
department in the island of St. Domingo, viz.
1797, I committed the sick of the army, mare
especially in the district of Port au Prince
where I principally resided to the care of re-
gimental surgeons :—these did their dity, and
the general hospital staff was set at liberty,
This fact is known to many yet living. It s
decisive enough in itself ; but besides this,
similar experiments were made at the Cape of
Good Hope, both in the last and in the present
war ; and these may be thought to furnish a still
more precise proof of the position advanced
than that which I have now noticed.

The sick of the troops which captured the
Cape in 1795 were placed in general hozpitals
s soon as the place surrendered ; general hos-

83
pitals were in fact the sole depots of sick ; con-
sequently regimental surgeons had, compa-
ratively speaking, nothing to do. The plan
was changed at a subsequent period: the
general hospitals were broken up, the hospital
staff, or the greatest part of it was sent home :
the regimental surgeon resumed his function;
he complained of no !:.aulship ; on the contrary,
it was said he was pleased to be permitted to
resume his duty; and it is not unnatural to
suppose it, for idleness is irksome to people

who have been inured in habits of industry.

The possession of the Cape became again
an object’ of desire in the present war: an
expedition was dispatched for the purpose of

z it; and an hospital staff was appointed
to accompany the expedition. ‘The place
surrendered after an action of some conse-
fquence, in which our troops sustained consider-
able loss: an hospital stff was on the spot,
and I cannot suppose otherwise than that it
lent its assistance to the wounded. It is how-
ever true that the besis of the arrangement was
regimental, then, and at other times,—if not in

me, at least in effect : the purveyor and the
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We may suppose that there was sickness at
the Capé, for sickness is uznal with per
who are transported to new climates. Some
part of the troops which served at Buenos Ayres
likewise arrived at the Cape after our discomfi-
ture in South America ; and it is, T believe, rene-
rallyknown that the sicklistamong such w
yet itis also true that the whole concern:
health were here managed bythe resimental staff,
The hospital returns for the troops at the Cape
arg, I presume, preserved in the office in
Berkeley Strect; and as the ease is recent, the
success of the effect may be proved or disproved
by reference to these returns: proof of the
system. udopted may be oblained through the
testimony of the general officers who commanded
at the different periods ; viz. Sir James Craig, ge-
neral, F. Dundas, Sir David Baird, and the ho-
nourable General Grey. What I now state
offers @ precise dacument; and to this 1
may add that there is at present a very smal
hospital in the West Indies,—I believe
cnly one physician; consequently the re-
gimental staff is left to do its own duty. This

being the case, we cannct avoid concluding

t, if Lord Castle

assertion formerly
noticed be correct, the r

ental staff is not

insufficient in number, or wanting in skill to

do the duty of its office,

a5

The circumstances which I have now meno-
tioned will, I believe, be held te be demonstras
tive of the fact, that one of the staF_t‘s was su-
porluous, as asserted in my |111Lr|:ca.11011 of
1505. You will thus, 1 presume, ]1_:1\'1': the
satisfaetion of seeing that you have not mCur_Tud
an error by transcribing it :—there exist, lva
am_ N0t ||-ni aken, other examples in the hig=
; , which may serve to illustrale

;n-.. pos if you deem further illustration

NECEESATY.

You will probably be cn::ﬁrm_&d in your
opinion, from what I have now said, that the
h;ln|:i.t|l1 stuff far ('xt‘('t'ﬂud. what was ne.-r.%‘ssarly_
during the late war ; and 1t will be ne dl[ﬁc: £
matier, i pL'l.‘riﬂﬂ]L‘, to L'Uhl'-l!'l('{.‘ }'Ull. or i!'ll)‘ ot l:':‘f
unprejudiced and jntelligent person thf\.t It 13
other expenditures were very l:.u'l.'.lr.'s..-k} calcu-
lated, and very unjudiciously applied on ms‘n{:
occasions, The money accounts of the hospita
at the army depot between July l.SUI and
January 1808, which is the ooly period when
the ._L-4-1|u;.-_-__3;--,|,|. arrangement was conducted
accarding to my own view, nhc'lw clearly hc‘)w-
the matter stands. The sum of ten-pence per
day covered every regular expence t_l:lnut'cfcd
with subsistence, washing, &e. eveR including

sS4
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We may suppose that there was sickness

the Cepe, for sickness is usual with per

who are transported to new climates.  Some
part of the troops which served at Duenos Ayres
likewise arrived at the Cape after our discomfi-
ture in South America ; and it is, T believe, gene-
rally known that the sick lis among such washigh;
yet itis also true that the whole concerns of
health were here managed bythe regimental staff;
The hospital returns for the troops at the Cape
are, I presume, preserved in the office in
Berkeley Street; and as the case is recent, the
suceess of the effect may be proved or disproved
by reference to these returns: proof of the
system. adopted may be obtained through the
testimony of the general officers who commanded
et the different periods ; viz. Sir James Craig, ge-
nerel, F. Dundas, Sir David Baird, and the ho-
nourable General Grey. What T now state
offers & precise document: i 1o this I
may add that there is at present n very small
hospital  in the West Ind es,—I believe
only one physician ; consequently the re-
pimental staff'is left to do its own duty. This
being the case, we eannot avoid c‘c..nr|r|(!i11u
th if Lord Cas .
noticed be correct, the re

stlereagh's: assertion formerly

imental staff is not

msufficient in number, or wanting in skill to

do the duty of its office,

a5

The cireumstances which L have now mens
tioned will, T believe, be held te be tﬂqt:monslra-
tive of the fact, that one of the stafis n_-as su;
]n--lln_:r_u::«, as asserted in my l\lll)lif&tloll of
1505. You will thus, 1 presume, hln\'t: the
gatisfaction of seeing that you have not |.:1cm'.TEd
an grror by transcribing i —there exist, lf. I
am_ not ||l|i—1;-|kcr=. other examples in the his=
tory of the army, which may serve to iﬂustrf:nlc
n:y- position, if you deem further illustration
NCCESSATY.

You will probably be CI.'ITIﬂEIn!Jd in your
opinion, from what I heve now said, that the
hos pital staft far exceeded w hat was necessary .
during the late and it will be no difficult
m:mL-.r. 1 presume, to convince you, oF any other

persen that the
other expenditures were ¥ery L':!'l'L'FCS?‘lj‘ calcu-
lated, and very unjudiciously '-1]]|.I!I.C"_d on many
occasions. ‘The money accounts of the hospital
at the army depot between July IIS.[.'Il. and
January 1803, which is the only. period when
the cl:t—nu:n -al srrangement was c'nud:lclcfl
accyrding lo my own view, shew clearly ]|c..|-.J
the matter stands. The sum of ten-pence per

. covered every regular expence cfmncmlcd

stemce, washing, &c. even including




117
the pay and ration of the servants who attend-
ed upon the sick, If you examine the resisters
and the'expenditures of other general ;‘-I‘ns :i:
tals in England at the time, you will be :-nuIlJJJﬂci
to e:-'l imate the difference; and if you rom;-u:e-
t!:::_slck returns with each other, you. or p:'u—-
fessignal men ‘at least, will at L-a:mu- discern
what were the relative advantazes and t!i<;:dl-
vantages r}fut:nnmny or profusion. The l'\'::ﬁh.’.'
'_:'f drugs and unnecessary provision of sy r-_-|F
1:1.slt|'cn.m:ul.~. during the late war, forms ur:uth;:--
Peint in the (:hill'_f_\;t‘: and it iz =p obvious TL;
EVERY man's ll!':prc:]l(‘li:iitar:l that there cannot
I:;:ir:ps be a {f:zscnting voice on this head of

]_f have now, gentlemen, exposed the mare
F[r[.cTT}l' professional questions which Are treat-
ul '0your report; and I trust T have :l;;w
itin such a manner that they will be understond
by persons of ardinary comprebension. I have
il.j.‘l‘ taken the liberty, on some oceasions, to
I:I;'I'['l.'T You to sources, from which you -|Iur|y
::.F:n:n:nﬂ[]: ﬂu't:z:'r'ligff:s 48 may serve _1r| illus-

; parts in your report ‘which may
be I.:!I'-'::I_Cll obscure or unexpliined. The
r[m?-.-alu:n 15 At fssue and, as truth is the poi t
wliich you enileavouy to investigate ang 'Hium'_'_

87
tain, 1 humbly gugrest to you that this 0I1|)-‘ can
beattained by confronting evidence, and demand-
ing demonstration of the fact from those who
may bave amused you with opinion.  The opi-
nions which have been exposed are often in
contradic with each other; criminations
and recriminations have followed freely:
these are not creditable to any set of men,
and least of all to men of the medical
profession : they are of no benefit to the pub-
lie, for they throw but little light on the points
in dispute. The case, I am ready to admit,
is embarrassed; but it is an object of great
national concern that it should be made plain.
This can only be done by submitting it to the
decizsion of a Board, or Commission which con-
fronts evidence, and is at the same time com-
petent to judge the question on all its points.
Such Board it is evident must comprehend

military experience, medical knowledgze, and

mercantile information ; for without acquaint=
ance with the organization and economy
of troops, no correct opinion can be formed
on the best mode of conducting con-
cerns of sick soldiers; without a knowledge
of medical science, no
be made of the medical effect, or exhibitions of

medical skill ; and without information con-

estimate can
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the pay and ration of the servants who attend-
ed upon the sick, If you examine the

and the expenditures of other general hospi-
tals in‘ England at the time, you will be enabled
to estimate the diﬁi-n_-ucc*,' and if you compare
the sick returns with each other, \.I'rltz. Or piro-
fessional ‘men ar least, will at n-;.-u't diseern
whit were the relative advantazes and dis d'-
vantages ufc(‘rnmrrl_v or profusion, The waste
c.'-Fdru_-;z and unnecessary provision of suy icil
;|n.~i-lrulrr|r:n:a. during the late war, formsanother
point in liu:- charge ; and it is so obvious to
every mans apprehension that there cannnt
perbaps be a dissenting voice on this head of
abuse!

I_ have now, gentlemen, exposed the maore
s:rugﬂy professional questions which are treat-
.m,l n"your repart; and I trust T have done
itio such & manner that they will be umfersmm.j
by persons of ordinary comprebiension, Ihave

lso taken the liberty, on some OCCAsions, u_;
L'L'I'n’:t.'[ you to cources, from which you :Ilﬂél\'
obtain suth further lights as may serve o illus-
ra :rl SC parts in your report ‘which r::;;s-
be tlllr'J]'IlCL! obscure or unex plained, '1'!1;
fjueshion 15 At issue s and, as truth js the point

whiich you entleavouy to 'u*.\'e_ﬂ:';_;.uv and ascer
i -

tain, I humbly suggest to you that this r,mi:,' can
beattained by confronting evidence, and demand-
ing demonstration of the fact from those who
may have amused you with opinion. The opi-
nions which have been exposed are often in
contradiction with each other; criminations
and recriminations have followed freely :
these are not ereditable to any sct of men,
and least of all to men of the medical
prufession : they are of no benefit to the pub-
lic, for they throw but little light on the points
in dispute. The case, I am ready to admit,
is embarrassed ; but it is an object of great
national concern that it should be made plain.,
This can only be done by submitting it to the
decision of a Doard, or Commission which con-
fronts evidence, and is at the same time com-
petent to judge the question on all its points.
Such Board it is evident must comprehend

military experience, medical knowledge, and
mcrcu;u'ﬂg: information ; for without acquaint-
the organization and economy
of troops, no correct opinion can be formed
mode of conducting the con-

ance with

on the best
cerns of sick soldiers; without & knowledge

of medical science, no just estimate can

be made of the medical effeet, or exhibitions of
medical skill; and without information con-
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eerning the means and products of different
countries, and the rates of market in tl
countries which may be the scene of war, no
adequate and just provisiun cun be made for
wants, and no correct estinale made of the
maney expence.  All these points are import-
ant to the investigation now under discussion, as
well asto the subsequent conducting of this de-
partment. It is certainly possible to ascertain
the fact of what has been, and estimating the
corfespondence of cause and effcet with each
other, it is fuir to expect that a base may
be thereby discovered, on which a perma-
pent system of arrungement for the medical
dr:pdwllur,'nl of the army may be formed with
advantage to the nation, viz—ceconomy of
means, and efficiency of purpose throughout.
1 have the honour to be,

GENTLEMEN,
Your most obediént,

And most humble Servant,

ROBERT JACKSON, M.D:

Landea, Jime 15, 1808,
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HENRY COPE, Esq
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RICHARD CLAY, and L WHEATELY, Esqrs.
MAJORS ;
ARD
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OF THE

NOTTINGHAM REGIMENT OF MILITIA.

GENTLEMER,

Peasrr me to dedicate the follow-
ing pages to you who were present at the
period alluded to in them ; and were so
immediately interested in the event: some
of you were unfortunately sufferers in the

disease, and''can experimentally speak of

fhe treatment then'adopted for it. Tdo
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not arrogate any thing to myself for it, but
feel conscious that I may fall under the im-
putation of presumption, in offering an opi-
nion on a subject which has in so signal a
manner attracted the notice of surgeons in
general ; and in venturing to deviate from
the system recommended by those who are
80 justly esteemed the most eminent in
the profession ; to whose opinions T must
ever bow with diffidence and respect ; and
in the present instance trust to them for
the exertion of that candour and forbear-

ance inseparable from great minds.

In a disease of so peculiar a nature,
I judged that nothing appertaining to it
would be deemed unworthy of notice ; and
that from the success which attended
these simple measures they might, in
abler hands, be directed to still further and
more eminent advantages. 1 am infly-
enced only by the desire of rendering
myself as useful as may, be, and by what I

DEDICATION. vii
trust you will all consider a laudable am-
bition, ** that of appearing a strenuous la-
bourer” in the profession, of which I have

long been a member.

Accept then this, from me, as a just
mark of esteem for the confidence you so
generously reposed in me, whilst I had
the honour of |]€'i11.=_; your surgeon ; and as
the only tribute I can return for the per-

sonal civilities I then received from you.

With sincere wishes for your public pro-

sperity, and for your private welfare, allow

me to be considered,
Gentlemen,
with the highest respect,
your faithful,
and obedient humble servant,

Wittram Trouas




OPHTHALMIA.

m
]'. HE Ophthalmia which has of late years so

dreadfully infested the army, and which has
been denominated the Egypiian Oy mid, ap-
pears, from the concurring testimony of all
parties, to be, in this country, a new disease
Unfortunately for us, it has become so familiar,
asnot to be easily mistaken or confounded with

the slighter affections of the eyes.

I apprehend there are few surgeons at this
time, especially of the army, who have not had
U|1|u1||||l'_" ; of convincing themselves of the
peculiar features of this formidable dizease, in
one or other of the different s s in which
it presents itsell. It has indeed been so mi-
nutely described, and so ably delineated, that

B




tolerabl
an intelligent reader may concewve a tolerable

idea of it, even without the practical demon-

case was for some time 1|.i.-'|iugl,u.i\||--|
but it has since
another appellation : — the Oplthalmia
T, iry Ophit
This latter term, applying only to the
particular manner in which it has afilicted the
army, entersnot into the definition of the disease;
but the two former being, as it appears to me,
descriptive of two distinct diseases, demand
SOME Con ion before they can be indise

minately used.

From the clear and accurate deseription which
the Gréel d Arabian’ authors have given of
the Ophthalmia Pera, the symptoms which ac-
companied it, and the effects which were ‘sub
sequent to the inflammatory stages of it, we

may infer, that théy were very conversant with

the disease; and that the country was, from the

carliest period, in an especial manner liable to

3

it. In other countries not so

Ophthalmia, when the exciting causes do not

abound in so great a degree, the medical writers

seem to be less acquainted with the

well as the trentment of it; for they have

advanced notl e on the s ¢t than what

they hail acquired from Greek amd Arabian an-

thors; from whom they appear to |

both the description and the tr

country likewise d few instances of O
was little opportunity

of icomparing it there with the statement deli-

vered down L by these fa

and but in ment

practise ur

in Egypt, the or

Among the varions ¢
were treated of |;\l the Greek and Ar
thors, none see have ac -'II-:II..'LI!I\'iI attention
g0 much as the eis or Chpinthal, i
highly inflam; state of tl eye, with
in the head, and to which the lizht

L1411 FEE
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sied with fover corresponding with the local

inflasmation of the eye, and was succeeded

by morbid appearances, the consequences of

high inflammation or ulceration, o which they
gare the most appropriate names, significant
of the state of the parts which had suffered,
or the imaginary resemblance they bare to
other objects. Some of these diseases which
remained after the fever and inflammation were
removed, yielded to topical means; but if a
mpture of the cornea had taken place, or there
was any considerable ulceration of that mem-
brane, they found their utmost skill incapable

of preventing the loss of the eye.

The causes which gave rise to this disease
were divided into external and internal ; some-
times depending npon some peculiarity in the
atmosphere, at other times on lecal situation,
when the fever would assume the type of rem
tents,. or intermittents, according to the season,
or ag the constitution might be dispesed to

favor it.

5
v This Che i of the Grecks, and O
mia Fera of the Arabian writers, i3 what
conceive 10 be th wm O
which that e 'y has et at all times
jeet, and which I anthors, who have tra-
velled throuzh it, have noticed and considered

28 endemial to it

The his Y o vpt hias at all times for-
nished ug with ample proofs of th
of the natives to Ophthalmia, 8= well as of the
causes which pn
amtd dryness of the air, and the clonds of dust,
which, especially at paticular sea
obnoxious to general health, must be 2 perpe-
tnal source ol excitement to the eves,
this we l"l".|<'l:|||l'\' have lost nothing in the detail
from the primitive authors of that cowntry;
but it must be remarked, that it docs not
appear from them that the disease over
considered as contagions, or hable to be trans-
ferred from one person { 3 neither
are there any cautions transmitted to us to

cifect; nor are the means recommended, or




remedies proposed, in the least leulated to

impress the s an idea, which
doubtless would Ve ped w

such accuracy and penctration, had they ever

observed the fact. Armies have before march-

untry, but tradition has not

us that they at any time propag e

ther country

A5 not no=

lid not really

ish army was sent into i)
X ! 1 in pumbers, i
no & wise that : ; 2 el
pitals, after infla v places
s which are vn to be fa
Ty
: vorable to pProg

13 !"lll. why .":I'II |i!'\ |".|’f 1 - . v
i % period, did in this instar

dizease should assume r peculiarities,

and become « ble of being transmitted from

ct to another, after the turn home, T 1
s ol
and io corps who never have been exposed to

has been propag

rinal exc r canses, must be explained + in this ¢

other principles "o 7
n other principles. proaf of the high degr
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denly acquires, after it has apparently vanished,
and for weeks and months lain dormant, and
long after the local causes from which it arese
may be supposed to have ceased to act: re-
moval from the country, though it may sus-
pend for a time it's influence, does not put a stop
to it altogether, nor dispossess it of the power
of being communicated to cor ps that never

/e been exposed to the influence of an Egyp-
tian ate. The manner in which it is sup-
posed to be most commonly communicated,
would induce one to helieve that it bears a
¥ery stn affinity with other infectious diseases
transferred by local contact; but there is reason
to suppose the Ophebalmia Purnlenia is at times
spread by more general means, as by the bed-
ding and by the atmosphere of a barrack-room,
where the dis has prevailed.  Whether the
mode by which it is conveyed may make any
difference in the nature or wiolence of it, may
be difficult, if not impossible to determine; but
it is certain, that whichever way the disease is
canght, that it always bears the same characte-

ristic marks which distinguish it from other in-

L]
Aammationg of the eye; yet they v astonish-
ingly in the degrees of i mation, the irrita-
tion it produces, the alteration in the parts
concerned, and the quantity of purulent dis-
charge.

I have imadined, but cannot p-r-'!'.' y as-
sert, that those who acquired the di : from
being only oces e ed to the air of a

-k or the hos-
he disease, and were
kv than those who

it from the bed-

towel or handker-

chief, or any ¢ more immediate  con-
tact with the his he a truth, may it
not account for the d found in the
the dizease has

several corps through which

i'l.'l.‘:

The commencement of the Cpf a Pu-

rulenfa, in s country, has been varidusly

deseribed; but this scems to arnse from the

different periods in which the disease was no-




ticed 3 for it has a accd to me, if v oh-

served, i

and in it's

s hirst attack,

siucture of the
is said

i it's

s handly to admit of time for arcest-

it is acc anied with a copigus

iflammat ory

=1 UL- the eyess

, and present the most

These are most

toms of the C

ever waits until these

will have waited till the

I and will have overlc
1

have: been subdued, and it's £

prevented.

e over the whole ey,

ackeristic Sy -

but wha-

(EIL Y ]I\l':\lhll in uh:.\'n: by Proper meains, it mi

1 conseguences

11
Farly investigation lms been strennously re-
commended, and cannot be too:strongly ins
enlcated ; for the Op In Purulenta is
meidions in it's k. and for a short tume,
in the generality of cases, slow in it's pro-
gress, T he action of the virus, un-
til it has acquived it’s full force, there is often
no perceptible appearance to an ordinary
server, nor t ast uneaginess to the person
infected ; but some time (I venture to say some
days) befor ppe: e of the eye or
coats arn i come at all altered, or any
symptom 2 the wt, the surgeon, on
inspection, may detect a difference in the ca-
cted (for it
is very rarely that they are both affected in this
eatly stage): it will a + and larger
than in it's natural s 5 and this, as far as 1
have observed, will be found an in ible token
of approaching discase. 1 have noticed
no other symptom could be seen: and before T
was convineod: of this fact, T did not
it deserved, and not until it was st

by others, which was invariably the case
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At other times, when this thickening of the
caruncle was observed, 1]|-:ll|:_"|1 II]|;u'rrn'rr|]:11]iu]
with any pain, or irritation, or any other al
teration in the eye; upon drawing down the
lower :-‘r-e--|'ul, there was a single red line near
the bottom. Somectimes, this singular appear-
ance had spread wider, and now and then there
was a thin fibrous substance upon it, or below
it, which I have no doubt was formed by an ex-
coriation of that part of the funica confunctiva

il now, or immediately after, a

¢ small speck of matter could be perceived,
and the patient himsell soon became sensible of
and uneasiness in the eye.  These

were followed by a distressing and continued
seoretion of tears, and all the symptoms pro-
ceeded with more or less rapidity to & conformas

tion of the ¢

The difference between the gyplian Ophi-

thalmia, or the halmia Fera, as it occurs
m that country, and the Ophthalmiz Purulenta
as observed here, cannot possibly be overlooked ;

—thefirst commencing with fever, and increasing

13

with the inflammation of the eye; the
Purulenta arising without any febrile disposition,
o in every respect the strongest ana-
to other local infections of a specific nature,
especially in parts of nearly a similar organisa-
tion. In the advanced stages of Ophthalmia,

where the parts have acquired a morbid action
and appearance, from greal inflammation. or
otherwise, the two discases may probably be
confounded for a time; but 1 the rise of it can

be traced, and proper observation made of the
concomitant symptoms, the real disease may be
ascertained, which will of course lead to a
mode of treatment ¢ esponding with the na-

ture of it.

All affections of the eye of whatever de-

- i TR R Rt ol st ors
i ,.i-|;1||1|lmn~l: from the imporlance of that o

: 81 emand the
gan, be deemed momentous, and d

. -
[’ it 8 Known
most serious attention; but from what i3 kno

ion. and the rapid termination of
of inflammation, and the rapid termination ¢

it, these of all other losses 1|LI::f|n. most chiefly
5 L
i

our alarm, amndd rouse us to th mEk

To what extent

to create

prompt and dec
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bletding may be carrizd under e igent .cases
of - this kind has been fully determined by recent
pragtice ; and from which, in s of Clphilhal-
mia Fera, no one will .offer to dissent. But it
must be allowed, . that the danger is -estimated
in all.other cases by the general as well as local
inflammation ; and the practice of excessive
bleediig «has been hitherto sanctioned .in these
cases by the unequivoeal sueeess which has at.

tended it

From what I'have arlvanced, it must be un-
derstood ‘that ‘the Ophihalmin Fera and e
thalmia Purnienta are two distinct disess :
the first invariably demanding free and copious
bleeding, with the strictest adherence to anti-
phlogistic means; inthe secend, we are ungues-
tionably not led to bleed by any febrile; state
of the constitation, or any changes in it, which
usually determine 1the ' practice; and judging
from. the nature of this disease, and the simila-
rity to other local infections, together with: the
observations L have made upon'it, I must be of

opinien: that bleeding in the Ophthalmia Puru.

15

110 an extra

gree ; or to cor y evident pred

i [ amimation; ‘bleeding
the habit-to ammation L

st then'be invariably
In the Oy

awed this practice ‘fo the

until ‘the ‘end ‘is attained.
Pu I have fo

extent recommended, witnessed it with
otliere, and'T must acknowlege that the 'cfix

was Mktantancons. Where the syncope ‘was

e, it did, as'T have ol it

sented, actlike a charm o the discase;- but
¢ ;o ke
Hiis eood was of short- duration, the symptoms

1 redoubled violence,
frequently  recumng redo

In ‘thost cases it produced only temporary
advantazes, dnd that ati great expence :j_m'l
| 1‘-\ the eonstitation. "Blindness too ofien
wod the tice, even “hen ‘it ¢ Ve
ippicst elfects

el toime, the ces-

sation of

specific -action ol
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power to act, o that the parts, from morbid al-

teration, were no longer susceptible to it.

The regiment from which these cases were
taken was the Nottingham regiment of militia,
to which I was then surgeon, consisting of
healthy young men chiefly enlisted from the
ceunty. When ljuirhl‘.d the |'a-57fi||;|;||l., in March
1806, they were in Winchelsea barracks, and
had been employed during the winter on the
king's works, cutting a canal round the gdr-
rison, and forming a new road from it to the town
of Rye. The men were healthy; there was
no peculiar disease among them, and indiyis
dually as few diseases as in any regiment I
ever saw. I then learned that the regiment
had in the summer preceding, whilst situated
at Ramsgate, laboured under some inflamma-
tory complaints in the eyes; but of what spe-
cific nature, or what means were used for their
recovery, 1 am unable to detail. At this time,

however, not the least vestire of ﬂphlhn-llli:l

.
or any other disease of the (.‘}'U.}L'(J'l'lld. be traced.
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On the 25th of June, the regiment moved from
Winchelscato Steyning biarracks in the same coun-
ty. These barracks are situated inay , ON 4
declivity, just at the entrance of the towa. They
are wooden buildings; the soil beneath is a stiff
clay, but the parade is rendered hard and dry
by a quantity of lime and chalk strongly in-
corporated for that purpose.  Though this ren-
ders the parade dry, and admits the rain to run
off, without lying, it gives in summer a most
intolerable glare, not VEry favorable to the eyes;
yet, though it often occasioned o temporary
ingonvenience to many, it did not produce one
gerious case of Ophthalmia during our stay
there. The summer months were passed with
an uninterrupted series of health throughout the
whole regiment. In the autumn they were
subject to very thick fogs from the surround.
ing hills, and ch rain fell; cases of dy-
sentery were very pre : rem Octo 10
the latter end of Decen ome of them very

alarming, though they all ter ited favoral

In the May foll
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moved to Portsmouth, in as healthy a state as

possible, not having o single man il *,

The regiment, when at Portsmouth, was se
parated into three divisions; three companies
at Portsmouth  barracks, three at Portsea bar-
racks, and one at Southsea. Castle, about a mile
distant from the town, on the sea side. Both
the former barracks had been occupied by the
Berkshire militia, who were succeeded by the
Nottingham, neither of which had any symp-
toms of Ophthalmia during their residence in
them 1.

On the 12th of July, after a residence of about
six weeks at these separate barracks, two men

ef the light company stationed at Portsea, were,

* (O the arrival of the regiment at Portsmouth, there
could mot be suppesed to have been any predisposition
to Ophthalmis, na for more than o year coses of common
Ophthalmia had very rarely occurred, snd those of the

most fmple kind,

+ Query: Have these regiments suffered from Ophtheal-

i since #
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in the afternoon of that day, reported with bad
eyes. John Loach was the first [ saw. The ap-
pearance of his eyes struck me as being pecu-
liar, insomuch, that I questioned him as to the
probable canse. He could assign none, but said;
that the attack was sudden on that day while
e was on guard. . The sensation was as if dirt
or gravel had been foreibly blown into his l':\-‘:'."\.:
and, though only an hour or two before his ap-
plication to me, his eyes presented the follow ing

a iJ'lilf,':lT-'lﬂ{'z

There was o puffinéss of the eye-lids, - with
2 bluish discoloration of them. When the lower
eye-lid was drawn down, the tunicd o
was red, thickened, and had the appearance

of jelly. A copions secretion of water was con-

tinually running down his cheeks, which dis-

tressed him mmnch ; and at the bottom of the
lower eye-lid, was a small fibrous substance;
which was casily wiped off, the doing which
Jdid mot give him much pain. He had no
fiead-ache; his pulse indicated no indispos

c?
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and, excepting this affection of the eyes, he
was apparently in good health

The suhject of Ophthalmia, with all it's con-
sequences, presented itsell to my mind ®. [
was unwilling #o believe it. © The seddenness of
the attack, and not the smallést intimation of
the diseuse previous to his application, induced
me to hope it might be attributed to some
less easmal ein imstance, and I was determined
to act accordingly. Having carefully wiped
and washed his eyes from any impurity around
it, he was stripped, and ordercd to wash ‘his
hands and' face perfectly elean; which done,
cold water from & pump was for some minutes
thrown on- his cyes and face.  He then went
to bed, and cold water was placed by him, to
wash his eyes as often as they became trouble-
some.  The next day the eyve-lids had stuck
together during the night. 'I'hr‘-_!‘ now appeared

swelled and puffed. Qi drawing them asunder,

* I hod at this time seen the disense st Rid a-stroet

barracks.
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matter was formed on the snrface of the eve;
and the appearance of the confunctiva and adnata
altogether was cooler, the watery secretion was
less troublesome, and he still had neither head-
ache nor fever. As he certainly was not worse,
I was cucouraged to continue the same pro-
cessy amd with an. armed probe wetted, having
carefully deawn down the lower eye-lid, the in-
ternal part of the eye was thoroughly cleansed
all round from the matter, whi the bottom
of the eyve was detained in some ||l!.‘l:'|1-|ll\': the
doing which, inflamed as the internal surface of
the eye was, gave him little or no pain; neither
did he express any disagrecable sensation from
the li-t-‘hL to which he was exposed at the time,
He was again taken to. the pump, and the
water diffused from it over his eyes, as before ;
after which, with the end of a feather, a small
portion of the following cintment was intro-

duced into the great canthus of the eye, and,

by gently drawing the lower eye-lid, was applied

fully to the bottom of it. He was then placed

back on the hedstead, witl Lead




")
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raised, that the ointment might diffuse itsclf

over the whole eye ®.

This ointment for a few minutes gave him
an acute smarting sensation; but he was encou-
raged to bear it, and directed on no account
to tonch his eyes for an hour, then to throw
cald water with his hand over them, and to re-
peat that process as often as his eyes became

UNCRSY.,

The irritation and uneasiness from the oint-
ment had soon ceased, and, in three hours after,
ke expressed some degree of alteration for the
better. He had frequently had recourse to the
cold water. The cintment was now again re-
peated as at first, and he was dirccted to use
the water as before. In the evening, the same
process was observed with respect to ‘wiping

the eyes and applying the cintment. The next

day, the tumefaction of the eye-lids had greatly

* R. Ungt. Sperm. Certi. Fi. Kali ppt. i, m.

Ungt. Mallé,

3
subsided ; he eould open his eyes sulficiently for
me to ohserve, that the co a was Tess

inflamed, and was likewise subsiding,

Having gained such apparcent advantage
this method, it was strenuonsly
every particular: the ointment was repeated
three or four times, and even oftener in the
ay *; the eyes being previ r cleaned at
n with an armed probe: in the
interim cold water was profusely used.  No alte-
ration was made in this process, the eyes evi-
dently improving from time to time until the
18th, when he was declared convalescent.  The
!||'¢\-(\-_\m'||:.n was taken to ke p him separate for
some time, but as no dispesition to relapse oc-
curred, he was shortly after suffered to join

l"J'.np\lli:\'.
John Bright, a young man of the same com-

¥ Tt is worthy of remark, that the oftener the oiniment

d as the eyes reeoy ered their heulthy ap-

v irritation produced by it became less and less,




brought that evening with an affection of his
eyes, which, he said, seised him in the afterno
while dressing himself for the parade.  Thi

he described it, was a sudden and sharp sensation,
as if gravel or dust had got into his eves; but
he had no previous intimation of it until that
time. His eyes ppeared much affected ; a
copious discharge of tears ran down his cheeks,
which he described as sharp and hot. The
Carnncwle Lachrymales were enlarged and in-
flamed; the Conjunctiva was red and thickened;
the surfiice of the eye was red and blowd-shot,
a8 we see it when imitated by some extraneous
body casually thrown into it; at the bottom of
the eyes there was a small

pus, but no tamefaction of the

case, asin the first, the internal part of the eve

was carelully cleaned by wiping it with an
armed probe; the ablution of water was plenti-
fully used, and the ointment applied with thé
sae attention as described in the last case,
and with equal success; for after a few days the

symptoms were all rem and on the 18th

25

hie was declared convalescent., 1o perfectly re<

covered withont any disposition to relapse,

On the next day (the 12th of July) ro less
than seven of the sa company were attacked
with the Ophthalmin, On the 14th sixteen were
admitted under various states of inflummation,
On the 15th four were admitted. On the 16th
one. On the 17th four. On the 19th four. On
the 20th one: And on th d two, During the
whole of this time, the disease was confined to

i It ¢ |!i"]]:‘.|]_‘.-, 3 "Ei-( ll;‘l.\::llll. c \\-]|||'h_ {"}1]]‘1
not fail of striking me very ibly, and indu-
cing me to assign some probable cause for this

pecul

to their exe

dusty ; amd this company in par weular was i
the hahit of ng the :~.l:2u-=|u'r.'i.' pace in which
their nsual move emade ; circumstances
which, tho not capable of producing the
disease in il's contagious state, may probably ac-
connt why it first 50 con ed 1o this

vany.  For it wes not autil the 21st of the
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same month that it was obeerved in anv other,
on which day it began to appear in others; every
:iil_'.' |_1'.'.11L1|L'i'.i;_; Ii'- sh CAases;, more or ||'h< urgent,

uitil the latter end of the succeeding month.

In several instances officors were attacked
with- ity ‘but it was clearly proved they con-

fracted it from their sefeants *,

Frown the 11th of July to the 15th of August
fallowing, 150 were taken into the l:mp'atnl uns
Aor different cirenmstances of the disease; but

# Caprain S——, a yonog gentleman, was attacked
with this disease, which was not attended to” uoiil it had
made considerable progress. He was subjected to exactly

e treatment 3 and, after suffering much; was, in

withoat haviag recourse to

fny ather means. — Lientenant He——, amiddle-aged gen-
teman, was likewibe attacked with the disease, The symp-
tams were very alarming. The Conjunctiva and Adeaie
were yery much thickened, presenting thie highest state of
snflammation.  The puffiness of the eye-lids was for some
duys considerable, but by strict attention to the cold effu.
gion, nnd freguent repe v af the ointment, he reco-

wered i ut a fortni

2y

as, from the first appearance of it, frequent in-
spuclilms were made, 1 cannot but imagine that
the method adopted, though simple, prevented
it from acquiring a greater influence, and was the
means of suppressing it in this early state, and
before the symptoms' had arisen to 3 fatal ex-

tent®.

It would be tedious and superfluons to de-
tail the cases of each individual, where the ap-
PEATANCES COTTCs] led with the two I have so

minutely given; varying only in the time and

progress of the discase; and where the treat-

ment wag, in all, so simple and uniformly the
same T.

* About this time the who it was encamped in
th ity of Portsmouth, as ost effectual method
of suppresing the contagions but previeus to the regi-
ment takin round, the discase wasso far subdued,
"

that goly one cuse e e, which was convalescent, and
discharged in o few es after. Mot a single case pres
sented itsell afterwards,

# The difference of o few cases, whith took place, was

fing us not to alter this treatment, bat they will

go very tn

Pe given in tie seejuel.
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From this account of the Oplithalmia Pur.
{enta, as it appeared in the Nottingham re
ment of militia, it may, from the simplicity of
the treatment, and ' the readiness with which
it was subdued by it, be deemed s milder SpeCics
of the disease, inasmuch as it yielded to such
simple means, and was so quickly overcome by
them. It t'(‘r!:li.ll]}' was, in zeneral, mild; but if I
may be allowed to draw g comparison from the
manner in which the discase attacked this regi-

ment, and others, where it was treated with ge-
o

neral bleeding, &e. the similitude s striking,
g

aud yet it sprend with it's aceustomed violence ;
[ presume to think that the conclusion 18 in
favor of the measures I have ventured to
publish. Many of the casss alluded to, and
which will be given in the sequel, were urgent,
and arose with very alarming symptoms and ap;
peatances;  which, in other regiments, were
found indicative of the most fatal consequences;
The uniform result of the practice, now detailed,

possibly render it worthy of future atténtion.

In November following T was appointed as-

o0

sistant-surgeon tothe 11th royal veteran battalion,
at that time stationed in the island of Guerusey.
This regiment was then about 500 strong, and
I"'"'ll.‘!' formed from the Tih battalion, and de-
tachments of invalids and valetudinarians from
other corps.  They were stationed in barracks
at the extremity of the island, five miles from
the town. In January, 1808, a small detach-
ment was removed into a barrack near the hos-
pital of the §7th regiment, which contained a
great number of patients with Ophthalmia.
This. Ophthalmia I had an opportunity of in-
specting, and was convinced that the cases were
exactly similar to those which 1 had form

treated in the Nottingham militia, and which I
tfael before witnessed in other regiments,  Every
precaution was taken, that there should be no
miercourse; but one er twe lads of the 1Mih
royal veterans, by some reans or other, canght
the disease, and were instantly admitted into
that hospital. * The men, however, as yet re-
mained free from the discase, . In-the month of

May the regiment embarked for pd, and




30

were then stationed at Bexhill barracks in
Susaex.

After being there about a fortnight, the Oph-
thalmia broke out, and seven cases occurred
on the 13th of June. From this time a succes-
sion of them followed; but, in conformity-to
an order from head quarters, the Ophthal-
mic patients were directed to be removed to
Silsea barracks. Seven of the worst cases were
immediately selected, and removed to that

place, the rest being deemed convalescent.

As constant inspection of the regiment now
became necessary, it gave me opportunities of
being confirmed in what I had before observed,
relative to the rise and progress of the disease;
and T was sensible of great advantage in the
early detection of it, being assured it was in
most cases stopped from proceeding into more
violent stages; though several VEry severe ones
sccurredafter admission, in which, from peculiar

disposition in the habit, or some other cause,
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thie morbid state of the eyes showed great dispo-
sition to increase, and required the greatest at-
tention and the strictest perseverancein themea-
sures pursued to resist it. But the uniformity
which took place, under every stage of the dis-
ease in which 1 saw it here, corresponded com-
pletely with what 1 had previously observed in
the Nottingham regiment of militia, as well as
in others, where I had been 1u-rmiLl(;L1 to see it
in yery carly stages, and in the most advanced 5
and where the treatment adopted was in confor-

mity to the plan generally recommended.

Among the patients of the 11th royal veteran

battalion at this tune, were several who had

e b ] -
been in Egypt. and had been attacked with the

disease in that country. Some of them bore evi-
dences of their having suifered muc It

their sight was partially s u_\'uti in OngE eye, or
they had totally lost it; others had perfectly re-

covered, without the disease having left any ap

parent vest ige of it.

Of those whohad recovered with either total or
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partial privation of sight, most of them appeared
to be from the, thickening of the cornea, from dif-
ferent states of that deformity of it known by the
name of albwgo, which had various appearances,
Inone or two the opacity was quite round, en-
tirely covering the pupil ; but in more the sight
Was partially obstructed by an opaque streak,
which extended across the lower part of the
transparent cornea, in different directions: 1
saw none where the eye was sunk from the dis-
case. All these appeared 1o go throngh the
disease- withont any peculiarity w hirl:-.. could
be attributed to the former infection; nor can I
say that I observed it was slightes unong these,
They all recovered in Jike manner with the
others, with no difference in their former siglht,

mor in the former opacity of the cornea,

It will be needless to detail the eases in this

regiment, further than what will be given in the

Appendix, whi il i
ppendix, which wil] explain the different pe-

Tiods of time each case was under treatment,

aid the total number admitted,

3
Among these will be particulady noticed
pie, who was thirty-nine days in the hospital,
which, being a single instance among the
whole who were subjected to this treatment, ot
in'which' any deviation was made, I shall give
the case for the purpose of explaining the dif-

F;'I"C"ltE E'lrl"-"llll}g ances,

On the 13th of June, seven cases of Ophthal:
mia having been admitted into the hospital in
the morning, it was nec vy to have an in-
spection of the regiment, when (June 13th),
Francis Kensey, aged thirty-seven, was observed
to have a slight appearance of the disease at the
great canthus of the left eye, with a slight dis-
coloration of the conjunctiva near it; he felt no
gensible uneasiness and reluctantly yielded to
the netessity of going to the hospital.  He was
immediately subjected to the msual means, and
the ointment applied as often as the case seemed

to require

On the 15th, all symptoms having disappeart
ed, he was dismissed; but on the 3d of July he

n
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was again taken in, having urgent symptonis of
the disease in both eyes. In this instance the
attack spemed to have arisen very :aull:lu-:ﬂ}', and
to have increased very rapidly (this was likewise
the only instance [ can find of a second attack).
The eyes were inflamed, though slightly, over
the globes; the caruncale thickened and in-
flamed ; matter appeared in the bottom of the
eyes; and the conjunctive was likewise thickened,
and as it were excoriated in eacheye. The same
measures were immediately employed: he was
strictly enjoined to observe the directions; and
the ointment was renewed every three or four

hours during the day.

On the 12th, his eyes were improving much;
the irritation being less, and the thickening of
the tunics, as well as the high color of them,
subsiding. Puralent matter still collected, from
one :er'tl!g' to the other, in considerable quans
tity. The Ungt. Kali was continued, and effu-

sions of cold water were used in the intervals.

On the 15th, the symptoms again increased-—
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cantinued the Ungt. Kali, &c. —and his diet,
which had been hitherto low, was farther re-

duced.
16th. No better.

18th. The surgeon® having at this time joined
the reriment, it was determined tobleed him large
Iy ; Taccordingly took frem him (by computation)
about fhirly ounces, which produced immediate
syncope; the effect it had on the eyes was in-
stantaneous —all that deep red efllorescence of
the funica confunctive and adnale was entircly
gone; and |..|IL"'r' ]ll'l"~t||t1-|| 2 white |
pearance ; but the thickening of the tunics re
mained ; and the adwate over the globe of the -
éyes was. rough, and as it were beset with

pimples, or simall tubercles.
191hi. The inflammation was considerable, the
eyes having resumed their florid appearance

* Mr. Dowse,

D 2
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20th. The eyes appeared ne arly as before the
blecding— His head was shaved, and covered all

over with a blist

21st. Eyes evidently better.  The blister was

suffered to remain until the 224,

23d. Eyes again inflamed.  He took a strong
cathartic of calomel and Jjalap, which operated
briskly.

25th. The eyesless inflamed—As he was much
reduced, it was thought adviseable to allow some
addition to his diet. During this period, the
Ungt. Kaliwas applied cccasionally, and parti-
cularly at night, for the purpose of preventing
the adhesion of the lids, which was very trouble-

sOome,

2ith. es appeared less inflamed — the
Ungt. Kali was again resorted to as in the
first instance, together with the cold ef
fusion.

a7

27th. Eyes still less inflamed — Ungt. Ka .y

continued *.

28th to 31st. Continued improving, the t
£ the fumica conjun
3 the! pustules or tubercles on

the adrats disappearing ; but some pain and

irritation still conip

Aungust 1st, 3d. During these three days,
the pain and uneasiness of the eyes entirely left

him.

4th. Some trifling indication of relapse —re-
duced his diet, and he took a dose of cathartic
alts, which operated properly. — Ungt., &e,
continued.

Sth. Better—the surface of the eyes neardy

ined their natural appearance.

* From this day, being sent on detached service, T had
no epportunity of secing him during his confinement ; bat
Mr. Dowse, the surgeony has favered me with the re-

muinder of the case,
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8th. Much better — application changed for

the agua sapharing, which was applied three
times a day.

8th. Purulent discharge entirely ceased — no

adhesion of the eye-lids at night.

10th. Convalescent ; and from this time has

continued well,

On this case I shall not pretend to comment,

I have gnly to observe upon #he wiole of the
cases, which will appear in the sequel, that
of the pumber submitted to this treatment in the
us states, notone presented itself but was
recovered 3 and all have continued well, without

any symptom of relapse,

Of the seven cases removed to Silsea, five, after
gix weeks, returned well; and two remain at
this time under cure.

e ————— -

As nothing tends to counteract the effects of

con!ngion more than cleanliness, considered in
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the fullest sense of the word, so it becomes, in
this instance, @ consideration of the first im port-
ance: asa preventive, it was stromgly incul-
cated at EVErY i.11.-]-c'r-liu:|, and to overy one
selected on the appearance of apparent infee-
tion. The cleansing the lhands and face was
strictly attended to, and during the whole treat-
ment ; lest the discharge might be inadvertently

returmed to the eyes.

Effusions of cold water have been noticed as a
part of the treatment on which much dependence
was placed 3 but, ift not carcfully managed, this
wais liable tobe converted into a mean of fur-
ther conkagion, as nothing could tend to dif-
fuse it niore than that promiscuous intercourse
which unavoidably prevails in barrack-rooms,
and even in hospital-wards ; such as w ling in
the same wvessél, and wiping with the same
towel 3 so that it required the utmost precaution
to prevent the discase from being disseminated
in this manner. ‘On which account, every imdi-
vidual was provided with a small bason. A

Jaree tub of water was placed in the ward, and
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the effusions made by throwing it over the eyes
as forcibly as could be accomplished ; during
which the patient stood over another tub, placed
for that purpese, so that the place was kept

ry, and the same water could not be applied a
second time, Handkerchiefs and cloths of all
kinds were invariably prohibited, from the im-
possibility of otherwise insuring amongst num-
Lers that caution which was indispensably neces,

.‘iiil_}'.

The effusion of cold water was recommended
s often as the eyes itched, smarted, or became
troublesome from the flow of tears; instead of
wiping them, ag is wsually done, with cloths,
which; from the rude manner persons are apt to
do ity never fiils to irritate them, and increases
the propensity for repeating it; and, besides, it
might possibly have prevented the proper action
of any remedy which was applied.  This part of
the treatment, too, independent of the intention
of eleanliness, certainly proved a powerful seda-
tive,.in restraining irritation and prever & local

e ; :
inflammation, which was evident from the en
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Fullar =

that was obtained whenever it was fully resorted

to, and continued 2 suflicient leneth of Lme.
, and contl f

With respect to the ap on or

the eve, ever on iz well aware bow much

depends upon the method with which an appli-

cation is made, and with what 1 d it should
be to the i_,1(:g[i|.|[];[u;l(]:-t'll |l_\' it.  The same
;ll-‘lfi ion, will aften suceeed with one, when
praperly managed, W hich with another, inatten-
tive to the design, will :l-l.ll:I\ fail. A simple
pintment, applicd suy ly to the eye or eye-
Jids, and with perfect indifference to the end
it 15 to ACCom . will not eventus counter-
act the action of a & virus lodged at the

bottom, ‘in the fold of the fumica co

It must be conveyed to the seat of the disease,
and applied with precision and correctness ; and
o this precan jon I must in & gre oree attri-

pute the advantages derived in the present

mstance.

o i he oi T
Previous to applying the omiment, care
\lways taken to wipe the eye, particularly the
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bottom of the lower eye-lid, and remove any pu-

rulent matter or other extranfons substance®.
This was done with an armed probe, firstdipped
in waber, which I always found might be accom-
plished without ex r pain sagreeable
sensation,  however inflamed the €ye or parts

aronmd it might be, A small portion of the

vintment was, with a camel’s lair brush, then
conveyed to the bottom of the lower eye-lid,
The ‘patient was then placed in & recumbent
posture; -that it might diffuse itself’ over the cye
as el as possible.  The smarting, though
aoute, was momentary, and in no instance was
there occasion to mitigate the effect produced by
this application ; and, althongh the Appearance
of betiefit from it conld not possibly be discerned
after every application, it seldom failed to pro-
fduee some alleviation from the irrtation and
consequences of it, and gave great encourage-

ment for the repetition of it.  The renewal of

¢ noficed, that at the bodtom of the

was often found & fibrous sobstance, from the excoriation

of the tkaica comjumetiva.

A3
the application, or the frequent repe tition of it,
was a matter of great moment with me, and de-

pended upon the state of the disease, The more
threatening the symptoms, the oftener the oint-
ment vwas renewed — three, four; or five times in
the day ; but always with the same observance
of washing and cleansing the eye previous to the
application. The Ungt. Kali was generally
after the form I have already en; but I have
used it doulde that strength in a few cases, where
1 thought the disease semned for a time to resist
it in the milder state : the pain was more acube,
anil continued longer, but it was always with

advantage ; for the first sensation over, the eye

was cooler, the trickling of the tears ct 1, and

He o
a decree of ease succevded, percepti to the

sufferer.

It frequently happened, that the application
produced a great excitement in the membrancs
of the nose, often evinced by sneezing, and a
(:upm‘:scjﬁc'lmlgrz from it, which see
of service; for, afterwards, the tears which had

been so tropblesome down thegh
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thick  pus. was formed in considerabls
3.in the eve, after which the -disease

d to decling,

The Kali selected as * the antidote for this

vid Burnlenta, is not the

least ‘acrid or stimulatine, Among those usut

ally employed in diseases of the eyes, blended
Tinous substances, as {he L

e, it becomies SAPONACCOUSy and

proves an lent dotergent in this djse ase ;

aml, from it's chemical properties, is capable

of more extensive in correcti specifie

when applied to the eve, as well as to

other secreting surfices of similar texture and

construction.

It was under |]|<-~-'-'1:-\--1_.=i»|-'.':|lin||:-J and with this
view, that I first suggested to myself the uge of
the Kaliinthe cure of the Oy i Purulenta,
Whether it has ever been before tried I know
I annot find it pee mmended among
the oldest authoritie 5 and L am ignorant of il:':n'

bei used among the moderns.  But in this

disease, I think, I am wa
decided preference to all ethers'which have been
selected and tried with various suceess, i used

after the manner 1 hs ed out, and wi

ame precautions.

The diet was in e e regulated by tl

state of the local ase, and the apparent dis-
position of the subj In many habits advan-
t were doubtless procured by strict attention
circumstay whigh could not probably
be attained so readily by » other means ; and
was often, in conformity to the injunctions laid
down in the treatment of this discase, persisted
in to the fullest extent, though it frequen
quil'rd some resolution tow
of the patients, who in every other

Joyed apparent good he

An inquiry into the discases and defor

the EVeE, W hich are the 5 of wiol
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Ophthalmia, would be a subject ]Ll_:;h[y worthy
consideration; but it would carry me beyond
the limits proposed for this essay, to enter mis
nutely into it,

The authorsT have before quated have treated
of these complaints with the same accuracy and
decision they have done the Chemosis or Oph-
thalmia Vera, and they have informed us, that
whether the Oplithalmia arese from  external
injury, as from wounds or contusions, or from
cold, or any other cause which excited fever, if

not prevented by early bleeding, and the exhi-

bition of brisk cathartic & wpon which they

scemed to have placed great dependence, the
consequences to be apprehended were the same,

as the inflammation terminated either with a

partial or total privation of sight, or the abso-

lute destruction of the ey

e itself.

The deformitics depend upon the degrees of

inflammation which took place, and tlie effects

it produces upon the membranes and other com-
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ponent parts of the eye.  Opacityof the cornca,
the most frequent eflect of inflammation, if su-
perficial, is the itest ‘which happens, and
for the most part either wears off as the eye re-
covers it's tone amd action, or dissolves under

eentle stimulants applied for that purpose.

The Huypersarcosis®, ot turning oot of the
i relivi, 1|||-_\' observe, was af 'g|Ll<-u'l G-
comitant of inflammatory Ophthalmiaz mistakes
are &nid to have happencd from the misunders
standing of this dis ; and we are advised
not to irritate it by sharp or corrosive applica-
tions, at least until all inflammatory disposition

is done away.

* L
terins injurine oceasione
mescere, by
mixtions, ades turgere, ul
palpeliris promineat, suce rescentis
instar. of colorem nativim amittat, mult

tee claudi nee deduci oculns queat.—Vigieni

tert.
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Treating, therefore, of corrosives to destroy i,
such as vitriolm calcinatam et allym innstum,
amd others, they observe how cautiously the

are to be used.

“ Couté ‘tamen ejusmodi omnibus est utens
dum, semperque repercutientibus  cir
lum admotis ne quid indé mali contir

non O tanto impetn humorum acrium in
oculum ruit influxus, ut inde L!:CI'II‘.HL)LIIIII' cor-
nea tunica, ex quo oculi  humorum sequitur

eflusio,”

This disease seems to have cor inued long

after the inflammatory states of the Ophthalmia,

and required much caution in treating it,

Ulcers in the eye were regarded principally

from their situation, state, and condition, often
!.::rmi:aulingin a rupture of the eye, when theulcer
was untractable; though if confined to the albu.
genia they were sometimes cured ; but if situated

in the cornea they were deemed fatal, from the

40

ibili i Ty . transparency of
impossibility of preserving the transpd y

it after the ulcer healed.

. (e external

fuptur s of tlie cornea, whether from exteriy
i i inflammation, &re.

violence, erosion, Or internal inflammation, are,

inly 1on. —
of all events, the most certainly fatal to visio
PRI . R e O TL0=
The Antients gave their definition and progno
he . t
3 s re, and the ap-=
1 he sizge of the rupture, and
stics from the size I
ing humours and mem-
pearance of the protruding humours
pealalict
branes®: When the raptare Was great, and
ranes ™. :
= 181 o] roved
the membranes protruded, the disease pro
i SOIE  Were
absolutely irremediable, though some ¥
: 2 I ropose the removal of the
bardy enough to propose the

i re. ws by excision.
by ligature, others by

protuberance o
L . P
But Avicenna reprolxtes the practice entirel)
 Quia per incisionem, humores dilabunt
i & pejus & .
¢ visum amittit, qud certé pejus est, qual
RET ol

- e )
¢i luscus et lomine brevis permaneat T

one varetatum formos
* Tres sp
qimus i feran
rum, licet inter #e wolk
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These are some of the most frequent termina-
tions of Op nia, as they happened in ear.
lier times : f account of the opinions
entertamred of them ; but all the appearances
and deformities o the symplomatic conse-
quences of inflammat vnd in the Ophihalmia
P y areinduced by the specific action
of a stimulus in parts of a peculiar organisa-
tion.  Sedatives and detergents may NIECEs.

sary, when these symptoms have afsen to such
alarming heights a5 to render any other means
impracticable palliatives :— But local de-
e of this stimulus scems, from what I
erved, to be practicable, and an carly
to that eliect, the -:Ini_\' certam means

of preventing those fatal consequences whi

result from it,

With respect to the deformitics themselves,

i ion and j mtion are removed,
we know, from past experience, und much
better now from present practice, that the eye

will e ] ul cations, and that

51
many 2 discase of it would remain ur red
witheut them; but ien they are used they
a lenient ha inwred to them by

e, and directed by sound judgement and
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REMARES
PURULENT OPHTHALMY,
EPIDEMICAL

IN THIf COUNTRY,

S0 short a time has elapsed sinee I laid

before the Public the last edition of Ob-
.‘,il‘.J"\:llllUr'l.H on I)i.bl!-'l."-l:!i Uj- {!il' J'.._"\'('?‘.J L]Ill'_[
gould not have thought myself justified in
!Jl‘('SL‘Ht‘Ing new |.".!|'.1.'I|'.IiF Lo LII:'i'.' Is.'?t;ﬂ'f‘, L!.-
an Epidemic Ophthalmy of the

lent kind had not lately appe in different
parts of the kingdom, and which in many
instances rtesisted the remedies usually re-
commended for its cure. The disorder re-

B




2 On the Purulent Ophthalmy.

sembles very closely that which destroyed
the sight of a considerable number of our
soldiers, whilst employed in the year 1801
in Egypt; and from hence it has by some
been denominated the Egyptian Ophthalmy.
This appellation, however, does not appear
ta me to be a correct title, since an oph-
thalmy, precisely similar in its symptoms
and progress, has appeared long ago in this
and in other countries, and has been de-
scribed by various authors, ancient as well
as modern. In Egypt, also, no less than in
England, many other species of the oph-
thalmy continually prevail, all of them be-
ing perfectly distinct one from the other,
and each requiring a peculiar mode of treat-
ment. ‘The late epidemic may, I think, with
more propriety be denominated a purulent
Ophthalmy; since one of its chief symptoms,
and that which distinguishes it from every
other, is the profuse discharge of a purulent
coloured fluid, closely resembling the pus
or matter that issues from an ulcerated sur-

On the Purulent Ophthalmy. E
face. It resembles also in many respects a
dizorder which I have described with some
minuteness,* under the title of “the Puru-
lent Eye of New Born Children,” in which,
no less than in that now under considera-
tion, the 1ii5<:|lu:'!_;t: of matter is ul\'.':r_t's pro-

fuse.t

In adult persons the violence of the
inflammation that acco ]\:mius the dis-
charge is extremely different. In some the
appearance of the eye varies little from

that which it assumes in those cases of

* Ok ations relative to the Eye, vel. 1. pp. 189,

300, and some that fllow,

+ The epidemic 1% the subject of the present

from an ophth which

eal in this and in

FEIMATES
at
other d with a purulent
disch:

dl?l"

tre:




4 On the Purulent Ophthalny.

the ophthalmy that are produced by a
common cold; but in the greater number
the  tunica v.'cm_';l':l'.(‘i'll.':l, that covers bhoth
the inside of the eyelid and the globe of
the eye, not only becomes universally red,
but quickly swells to a considerable thick-
ness ; its membranous appearance br:'m;.{ de-
stroyed, and its projection causing the cor-
nea to appear depressed and sunk in the
globe. The swelling of that part of the
conjunctiva which lines the inside of the
eyelid is sometimes so considerable that
it protrudes beyond the lid to a consider-
able extent, and entirely ‘' conceals the

eye.

In some the pain produced by the in-
flammation resembles that of dust between
the eye and the eyelid; in others it is
accompanied with a sense of heat and
weight; in others there is a deep seated
intense pain in the ball of the eye; and
in not a few the pain in the eye is ac-

On the Purulent Ophthalmy. 5
companied with a distressing pain either
in the whole or some I!HI'|II'IL]:[I' part of
the head. The pain is not in proportion
to the quantity of discharge; since, when
the latter has been ]l]’lﬂ-ﬁ!-'t‘ I have, in some
instances, observed that the former has been

far from considerable.

Sometimes the cornea speedily becomes
opaque, the opacity first appearing round
the circumference of this tunic, where

it wunites with the tunica conjunctiva

Very soon after the opacity is perceived,

if the violence of the inflammation con-
tinue, a rupture of the cornea takes plnc:‘,
of which the patient is made sensible by
a sudden gush of the aqueous humour.
.-'U.““m'fl:.lz;'_ to the part of the cornea in
which the rupture happens, the pupik is
more or less invelved, and of course the
future vision is more or less injured. I
have seen n t disease the whole of the

cornea slough, and come away within a
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few days after the commencement of the
disease. This however is a very rare oc-
currence. . It more commonly happens,
when the termination is unfavourable, that
the cornea is only ruptured; the ruptured
part being ulcerated to a greater or less
extent, and a fungous excrescence net un-
frequently protruding through the ulcer.
The fungous tumor is in general soft and
pulpy; but sometimes a portion of the
iris is pushed out, of greater or less mag-
nitude, according to the size of the rup-
ture. This last projecting substance is
distinguished by authors by the name of
myocephalus, from its supposed resemblance
to the head of a fly. It has been said
that new vessels form on the cornea du-
[‘i.l'lg the continuance of the inflammzation :
but this only happens when the inflam-
mation remains a. great length of time;
and in the purulent ophthalmy I think it
probable that the cornea is in general rup-
tured before these begin to appear. As
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soon as the rupture takes place, the violence
of the pain, if this has been considerable,
always subsides, and the discharge of puru-
lent matter is usually diminished. The in-
flammation that follows this period appears
to me to be different from that which pre-
ceded it, and to be now kept up, partly by
the acrimonious secretion which issues from
the uleer, and partly by- the unequal pres-
sure which the protruded part conti-
nually makes against the inner surface of

the eyelid

When both eyes are affected, the in-
flammation usually begins in one of them
several days before it shews itself in the
other, its progress being in general much
slower in the eye last affected than in the

first.

In some of the cases where the most
dangerous symptoms Wwere subdued with-
out doing essential injury to the sight,
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it has been found very difficult, completely
to remove what may be called the relics of
the disorder; by which I mean, a soreness
of the cdges of the eyelids, and a small de-
gree of inflammation in the ball of the eye.
It is particularly difficult to remove t!aghsr,
in those persons who have previously been
subject to strumous affections; and the con-
sequence of their continuance is, that either
by a slight indiscretion in diet, or by ex-
posure to an inclement atmosphere, the in-
flammation returns, and the whole train of
its symptoms is reproduced.

It is difficult to discover in what way this

disorder was first occasioned, The resem-

blance which it bears to that species of oph-

thalmy, which in many instances, has either
accompanied or followed the common go-
norrheea, strongly impresses my mind with
an idea, that the two disorders bear a close
reference one to the other. T believe it is

admitted by the most experienced surgeons,
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that the gonorrheea, in by far the greater
number of instances, is perfectly distinct
from the lues venerea; and that the reme-
dies which are indispensably required for the
eure of the latter, are wholly unnecessary
for the cure of the former. The first cause
of the gonorrheea we do mnot know;
but it is communicated by the application
of a peculiar poison to the urethra, which
inflames and excites a considerable pu-
rulent discharge from it. It is rarely pro-
ductive, however, of any ulceration in the
inflamed part, or any affection of the gene-
ral constitution. In like manner, the puru-
lent ophthalmy, (without inquiring at pre-
gent into its first cause,) appears to me to
be in general communicated by the appli-
cation of a pec poison to the tunica
conjunctiva, which inflames and produces a
considerable discharge from it, but rarely oc-

ons any ulceration in this tunic,® or any

cthra, not unfr

of the cornea,

mot wnf atly follow a purulent
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affection of the general system. Infants, as
well as adults, are subject to the purulent
olrhtll;lhu_}': and it is a fact, well L!i-wrting
notice, that some of the worst cases of this
disorder that have occurred in infants, have
happened in those whose mothers were sub-
ject to an acrimonious discharge from the
vagina at the time the infants were born.
Some of the worst cases also, that have oc-
curred i adults, have happened in those,
who either shortly before the attack of the
ophthalmy, or at that wvery time, laboured
under cither a gonorrheea, or gleet* I do

ophthalmy. But the former does not afford a proof of
the previous existence of an ulcer in the

does the latter, that an uvlceration had previously taken
place in the tuniea conjunctiva.

& Doctor Veteh observe his account of ¢ the Oph.
o thalmia, which ay and since the retum
 of it ¥ p- 3. that in the 2d
battal 52d regiment, in which the disorder ae.
curred, with a sc y then unprecedented in this
country, that # ero

fases,

the number of p

pital were rapidly de-
ereasing, when the first case of oplithalmia made its ap-
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not mean to attribute every ophthalmy of
this kind to such a cause. I am aware that
it has sometimes occurred, 1 in the most
violent degree, when no such circumstance
could be suspected; but in the far greater
number of adultzs whom T have seen af-
fected by it, if the disorder had not been
produced by the application of morbid mat-
ter from a dizseased eye, I have been able
to trace a connection between the Oph-
thalmy, and some degree of morbid af-

fection in the wrinary canal.

The ophthalmy that has been so dreadfully
prevalent in some of our regiments, during
the last year, has generally heen attributed
to a disease imported from gypt. It is
mu]u;-,;L'mn;aIJ]{- that an ophthalmy, ]lr&'c'ih::—
Iy similar to it, has prevailed in that country
with a high degree of virulence, and to an
immense extent, for several centuries; and a

pearance. Amaong t
probable that not 2 few
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great number of our soldiers, as well as
those of Franee, experienced its malignant
influenee in the year 1801. The remains of
the disorder were certainly brought into
this country upon their return; and it is not
improbable, that it was communicated by
them to many others: but I still think I
am justified by experience in believing, that
if the smallest portion of a gonorrheeal dis-
charge were applied to the eye, it is equally
able to produce a similar disorder. T do not
say, that this would universally happen.
The gonorrheea itself.is not communicable
in every individual case; but the exceptions
are much too limited to invalidate what 1
believe to be a general rule, relative to its
infections nature, Other causes may con-
tribute to aggravate, and perhaps may pro-
duce the disorder, and the purulent oph-
thalmy in Egypt has been attributed to a
great number.  The combined influence of
heat light, of a burning dust continually

raised by the wind, and of the heavy dews
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of the nighd, may pmu'rfu:_['.' contribute to
excite inflammations in the - But
something more than these are required to
induce the malignant ophthalmy now under
consideration; since the same causes operate
with equal viclence in many other countries
besides Egypt, and yet do not produce these
effects: and in this country the disorder pre-
vailed, during the last summer, to as great a
degree, and upen as great a number of per-
sons, within the small district of less than a
mile, as it ever did, in the most sickly times,
in any part of I‘,g)\'lﬂz and yet, ])E}'Und this
space, on either side, scarcely a person was
affected with it. Something more than at-
mospheric action seems, therefore, required
to account for its :-i]}H'Llli and influence; and
the most natural 1‘xp|;=r1.'t1im:| appears to me
to be, that this particolar disorder is «only
communicable by absolute contact; that is,
by the application of some part of the dis-
charge which issues, either from the tunica

conjunctiva of an affected eye, or {rom
G
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some other membrane that secretes a simi-
lar poison, to the tunica conjunctiva of the
eye of another person.  That such a mode
of communication did prevail in several of
the regiments, in which the disorder raged
with the utmost malignity in the last year,
is, I believe, admitted both by the surgeons
who belonged to these regiments, and by
the medical ilqui't'.mr.u, who were -_|ppuinr_(;d
to Ill'HLllllI'lI' ;['I[(I' ;L i can aver, []lill lhl," same
effect has been produced by a similar cause
in schools and in nurseries; in both of
which, from inattention to a rule which 1
believe of much importance, Ihmlgh too
little regarded, of hindering the hand basins
and towels, which have been used by per-
sons who have this disorder, from being
employed by others, before they have been
thoroughly cleansed, the ophthalmy has
been communicated to nearly twenty in one
school,* and to the nurse, and several of

* In the school to which T more particularly refer,
Mhe disorder, though truly puralent, did not prevail with
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the children in more than one family. I
cannot therefore too strongly urge the ad-
vice which I took the liberty to give to
the public in August 1808, through the
medium of a periodical publication, most
peremptorily to prohibit the indiscriminate
use of these articles, both in schools and

nurseries, in hospitals, ships, and barracks.

The purulent ophthalmy above described,
though similar to that which is produced
by a gonorrheea, 15 widely different from
the venereal ophthalmy; that is, from an
ophthalmy accompanied or preceded by
other evident symptoms of the lues vene-
rea. In cases of this latter description

there is generally a great exacerbation of

pain during the night, and the internal

parts of the eye are particularly af-

fected. The pupil is usually contracted,

the same degree of vielence that it did in the army, and
none of the chil t essentially injured

by it
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and loses the power of ‘altering its size
in’ different degrees of light. The iris as-
sumes a greenish colour, and pustules not
unfrequently form upon it. But in cases
of the purulent ophthalmy, on the con-
trary, the inflammation solely affects the
tunica conjunctiva and cornea; and the in-
ternal parts of the eye do not seem to
have their structure at all altered, until the
cornea becomes uleerated, and the aqueous

humour is discharged.

The purulent ophthalmy is also very
different from an erisipelatous inflammation,
to which the eyes of some are particu-
larly subject. In this latter inflammation
there is in general a tumefaction of the eye-
lids, and a considerable watery discharge
from the eyes; the discharge being not
unfrequently mixed with a small propor-
tion of matter; but this matter is very
different, both in quantity and appearance,

from that which is produced by the puru-
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lent Ophthalmy ; and in the erisipelas it
seems to be secreted by the ciliary glands
rather than by the inflamed tunica conjunc-
tiva. In the erisipelatous Ophthalmy, again,
the eyes are more impatient of the |5§1]|l
than -rlw-,' are in that which is purulent,
and the inflammation extends over a greater
part of the face, not un]'ruclm'nzl'\. affecti iz
at the same time different other parts of

the body.

Having finished the observations which
| lu“'pmg:! to make on the symptoms of
the purulent Ophthalmy, and on the sour-
ces from which it usually proceeds, I now
pass on to offer a few remarks on the

method of cure. Here I think it necessary

to premise one or two observations on the

treatment of the disorder when it appears

in Infants. In them, notwithstanding the
quantity of thick matter discharged from
the eves is often profuse, it rarely hap-
that either the inflammation or tu-

pens
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mefaction of the tunica C'lll]_ill]lf‘l-l\".l 15 con-
siderable:* and if the accumulated matter
be frequently washed away by means of
an astringent lotion, injected between the
lids from a blunt pointed syringe, its
quantity is easily suppressed, and in a
short time the infant becomes able to open
the eves, and bear the ]ighl. The lotion
which I have found most effectual for
this purpose is that which was first pro-
posed by Bates, in his Pharmacopeia, un-
der the name of the Aqua Camphorata.
It is much too strong however to be used
on - these occasions, if made exactly ac-
cording to Bates’s prescription; and I usually

recommend it in the following form, which

ions to thiz obs

however, both
lids of ant  become  sw and everted ; in
which statc they have been said, not unapily, ito re-
and they re-

kept in their

n by the continued ication of the
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is ~only one fourth as

rected.

R Cupri Vitriolati,
Boli Armeni, aa
Camphoree, gr. ij

Misce et affunde.
Aquae Bullientis

Cum lotio sit frigida
liquor, et swpissi

(II,'Il]l"“ et l!'-lllpl_'.l IS,

On account of the g
which in most cases
creted, I beg leave to
of injecting this I
every hour; and 1
mode of injecting
ringe, because the med:
in any other way, be
swelled conjunctiva th
and that part of it whic

Ophthalmy.

strong as he

gr. vii
ZViij.

effundatur limpidus

injiciatur panlulum inter

reat rapidity with
the matter is se=
urge the necessity
once at least in
v on the

means of a sy-

ted liquor cannot,

sent between the

t lines the eyelids,

h covers the globe
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of the eye, with sufficient force to remove

the collected matter.

The bowels of the infant should be
often gently opened; a small blister should
be .':plﬂi.c*.d either behind each ear, or be-
tween the shoulders; and small doses of
calomel are to be given once or twice in
the day, if, as sometimes happens, there be
any suspicious eruptions on the skin.

In this way of treating the disorder the
amendment in infants is in general rapid
and striking. And though it cannot be

denied that it sometimes appears in so

b]ight a dt‘gn:t. that it may be  treated

safely in a different manner, or perhaps
be wholly left to itself, yet the improve-
ment which I have repeatedly experienced
to take place as soon as this mode has
been adopted, and the destructive effects,
to which I have been often a witness,

when a different treatment has been pur-

On the Purulent Ophthaliiy. 21

unitedly urge me to recommend it,
in strongest manner, as that upon
which the best dL‘]JL‘lIlifllLL‘l: can be ]P::LC'I'dE
and to the use of which, there is strong
reason to believe, many who have had this
alarming disorder are mow indebted for

the preservation of their sight.

But it is not necessary to say more at
this time on the treatment of the puru-
lent Ophthalmy of Infants. The reader who
is desirous of further information on this
part of the subject is referred to the re-
marks I have made upon it in the last
edition of *“ Chirurgical Observations re-

# lative to the Eye”

I rather wish to dwell now on the
treatment of the purulent Ophthalmy of
Adults. The numerous instances in which
this disorder has terminated in blindness in

our own country within the last two years,
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chiefly in the army, but sometimes in pri-
vate practice, most powerfully call for an
exposition of every hint that affords a
prospect of being rendered effectual to

hinder so melancholy an event,*

The principal difference between the pu-
rulent Ophthalmy of infants, and the P
rulent Ophth y of adults consists in the

of the tunica conjunctiva.
In the former, ||(>tu'ilhs-t.'|t||ii!|.s_l' the quan-
Eil:_r of matter confined within the lids is often
profuse, the inflammation of the conjunc-
tiva is rarely considerable; and when. in-
jury is done to the cornea it seems to

proceed, as has been above observed, ra-
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ther from the eonfinement of acrimonious
matter upon this tunie, than from the vie-
lent and morbid action of the inflamed
vessels:—but in the latter, 1!'_c:l1g'!| the dis-

charge 1::‘]:-.1!'|LI1'|1I matter may not be so

great as it is in infants, yet, when this

is least, the tl:_st'h:u'gt 15 ;|’.\\'::_\'- accompa-
nied with a violent inflammation, and §
nerally with a tumefaction, of the conjunc-
tiva, by which its membranous apj e
is destroved, and the cornea 15 made to
appear depressed and sunk in the globe
of the eye. In this alarming state of the
disorder, local evacuations, such as those
produced by leeches on the temples, or
" the eyelids, however
vctual these may prove in the milder
the Ophthalmy, and however
useful they may here be as collateral aids,
have been found Ul'u_ll' unable, by them-
selves, to arrest the progress of the in-
flammation. In the army, where the dis-
order has been more prevalent than in any

0
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other class of the people, it has been found
indispensably necessary to draw off a large
qnunli.lr\' of blood from the gﬂTit‘.T:iI system;
and the more early and more suddenly the
evacuation has been made, the more ef-
fectual the remedy has been found. This
could not be accomplished in a ¥ way so
speedily or so certainly as by venesection
in the arm. The quantity taken away
was seldom less than sixteen ounces, and
it has been extended with advantage to
thirty, forty, and even sixty ounces. When
so large a quantity is drawn off, it should
be recollected that the object in doing it
is not merely to diminish the action of
the inflamed wessels, or, as it has been
called, the disposition to the disease, but
the power of the constitution to carry it
on. The Public are indebted for the first
recommendation of this bold practice to
two interesting papers on the subject, one
published in the Edinburgh Medical and

Burgical Journal of January 1807, by Mr.

On the Purulent Ophthalmy.
Peach, surgeon of the 2d battalion of the

52d  regiment, and the other, in a sepa-

rate tract, about the same time, h,\: Doctor

The dependance of these gentlemen was
almost entirely pl;lu'cl on large and sud-
den evacuations of bleod ; and the extent
to which the practice was carned in the
52d regiment, must astonish and s 1
those who have not been witnesses to
the extreme da Fer of the disorder, and
the immediately happy effects, which, we
are informed, resulted from this bold treat-
ment. It i3 nec , however, to make
an allowance for the difference that is
to be expected between a disorder in a
military hospital, and one, similar to it,
in private practice. And indeed, 1hnul_;h
1 have seen the (‘.Iph' ..'L':rll}' attended with
all the other symptoms that have been

described by  these gentle-
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men, [ have seldom known it to be accom-
panied with the excruciating pain  which

they mention. [ have rarely, therefore
carried the system of depletion to the ex-
tent to which it was pursued by them; but
when it has been employed in a more mo-
derate way, I have seen it afford most es-
sential relief, and have always placed con-

siderable dependance upon it.

Persons who have had their strength di-
minished by prev illness, have not un-
frequently been attacked with this species
of the Ophthalmy; and it is a fact, that
these, no less than stronger persons, have
sometimes derived great advantage from
the loss of ‘eig " ten ounces of blood
from a vein in the arm; but in such per-
sons it has rarely been advisable to repeat
the operation, and, when it has been ne-
cessary to remove blood afterwards, I have
rather chosen to take it in the neighbour-

hood of the eye, cither by opening the vein

7
On the Purnlent Oplithe

that passes on

which, if it be of its usual size, five or six
ounces of blood may he drawn,) or,
;1[-|\]_‘\'i1|::' five or six leeches on the

low part of the temple, and encou

the bleeding from the orifices which the
leeches make, by the application of warm
water. Sometimes, in plac f either of
these operations, it advisable to
blood from the inside of the lower cye
by scarifying that part of the conjunctiva
\:‘.nrh lines it, with the point of a I
This last op ration 1s easy to he |>|'|'I'1;1':1-!r-t'::
and, if it be done well, it gives very :I'.|-|'
pain, and will not be followed by any |r|'|.-
tation of the eye. The lancet which is
used should be in the best order, and should
be carried along the inside of the |m-\'-:l'r lid,
1 to its edge, and not far distant

]\:1 I

from it. The advantage of scarifying the
ror "

» in preference to perform-
its edge, in pret I

lid mear : o
] tl ype - on the | of the
ing the of 0 [ otk

2 further on the lid, is denved
eye, OF
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from the superior tension which the tunica
I

('c'rn_illm'[ih';: has in this part, n consequence

of the cartilage that lies behind it: and if

the operation be performed here, and, as is
above recommended, with a sharp lancet,
thirty or forty drops, and sometimes a lar

quantity, of blood may be taken away, with
almost immediate advantage. | beg leave,

however, to offer a eaution against a mode
of scarifying, which has sometimes been
adopted in these cases, by pricking  the
eyelid, ten, twenty, or thirty times in
quick succession; a mode which, besides
the pain that it oceasions, is liable to in-
crease the irritation, and, to say the least,
is certainly unnecessary. The lancet need
never be .'J[1|J|i[.‘d more than twice, and
rarely more than once; and perhaps it will
give less pain, if the incision be made by
drawing the edge of the instrument along
the inflamed membrane, from the point to-
wards the handle, instead of using the

direct point for this purpose. The issue of
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the blood from the orifices, may be assisted

by gt':l'.l\' everting the lid with the end of

the finger; and it is more useful to take off
he finwer occasionally, and then to apply
the hnger }
it agrain, and thus renew the eversiom, than
to continue the finger steadily on the lid.
e
Some apply warm water, as is done afler
the application of leeches, in order to pro-
mote the bleeding, but it does not appear to
me to be of much use for this purpose.®
mcliva s m
oeeur o
removes] by excisi
the
if
od, or even if
whilst the actve

o hasten

f one or more

iva then rema

seful operatio

thevessels
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After the evacuation of blood, whether
it be made generally or locally, it is often
beneficial to apply a large blister, either on
the head or back. Anodynes should be
given of more or less strength, according
to the cll';_ll'c'n‘ of the p;lin; pur;;uti\u medi-
cines should occasionally be administered;
and an antiphlogistic regimen be strict
forced, in the way both of medicines and

diet.

All the above directions appear to be

warti se.  But [ beg leav
partic de.  But [ beg leave to
ark bef that such an opera-

ht not on any ace 50 long as
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highly important, and to rec
sideration in every ¢ the purulent
Ophthalmy. They coin in a great mea-
sure with the advice that has been given in
the tracts, published IJI'-' Mr. Peach and
ing to add,

Doctor Vetch. In what I am I

..-
E
however, the experience that I have had,
obliges me to differ from the opinions ad-

vanced by these gentlemen,

Mr. Peach says, “1 have with advantage
“ dropped the undiluted aq. lytharg. acetat.
“into the ej though at first it occa-
“ gioned great p in, In s« instances it
i ln'unzcl of service;—but in general I have

come to the conclusion, that drop
% gnhstances into the eye is not serv eahle.
He adds, shortly afterwards, * since we
# desisted from dropping tinct. of i into the
& eves, we have had fewer cases of inver-
« gion of the eyelids.”

* Edinb. Med.

JE0T.
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In reply to these remarks of Mr. Peach, I
beg leave to ohserve, that it does not ,f”““w

that all applications to the eye must be m-
proper, because the aqua lythargyri acetati,
or the tinctura opii, failed to afford relief,
The former of these, when undiluted, appears
to me to be much too strong to be applied to
the eye at any time; and the tinctura opii
also may mot improbably be found too
powerful, during the highly active state of
the inflamed vessels in this disorder. [t
may also be recollected, that when I recom-
mended the application of the tinetura the-
baica, in inflammations of the eye, I par-
ticularly requested that the tinctura opii
might not be substituted in its place; and
in cases where the inflammation was vio-
lent, I added a caution against the use even
of the tinctura thebaica itself, until eva-
cuations and other proper means had di-
minished the excessive irritation,*

* Chirarg. Observations relative to the Eve, vol, 1.
page 33.
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Doctor Vetch, in his Obser ; on the
Ophthalmia, does not object to the use of
external applications, in the way in which
this %was done by Mr. Peach; but he speaks
of them in 80 general a manner, that it
appears-to me very doubtful which of those
that are mentioned he preferred, and whe-
ther he placed much dependance on any

of them.

He says, * while by such means, (that is

“ by large and sudden evacuations of blood)
# we lessen the wiolence of the internal
s, A e':!"u's'llt:l]l'\- prevent its termi-

® pation in the rupture of the cornea, by
% the use ~ lo applications we are to
% endeavour to diminish the external symp-
“ toms. Linen dipt in some cooling lotion
# ghould be kept constantly applied over
“ the eyes. Such applications, as experience
“ geems to have accommodated to the dif-

“ ferent sta

D
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“ stage the aqua snpphirilm will, I think, be
“ found the most serviceable. When the
“swelling of the palpebree has taken place,
“the aq. lithargyri will be found useful

e

both in lessening the formation of the
* matter, and in cleansing it from the eye,
which is always a grateful operation to the

patient, and consequently of much im

portance in the cure. The injection of

tepid water with a syringe, for the same
‘ reason, is always beneficial, and while the
patient is subject to the recurrence of the
pain, I should be inclined to prefer it to
any other zlpp]ir.‘tl'mn, To lessen the swel-
ling: of the |J&|1u~hm‘, COMPresses (HPL in
the aqua litharg. may be xternally applied,
and secured bya pretty firm pressure, which
seemed often of the greatest  benefit.
When the swelling and other symptoms
of the second stage have disappeared, a
treatment very similar to what is adopted
in the first stage becomes necessary. The
“ local applications may be rendered how-
4]
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rer more astringent.  The aqua lithargyri,

« and Bates's camphorated water, solutions
“ of alum, or muriate of mercury, may be

# ysed with advantage."*

In this quotation, which contains the
whole that Doctor Vetch has said on the
subjeet of external applications, the obser-
vations are so gﬂll:r:ll, that a J:J'.'-,:'1i‘.iulat‘1'
must find it very difficult to determine
which of those that are mentioned he ought
to EJL'c:rc:. To remove this difficulty is one
of the chief objects of the present pub-
lication:; and for - this purpose I beg leave

to select Bates's aqua camphorata, as an

application which appears to me to be pre-

eminently use and which, with the cau-
tions [ am going to mention, may, I think,
safely take place of all the others.
In the nineteenth page, I have recom-
mended a lotion, which is exactly similar
# An account of tf

Eng
by John Vetch, N
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to a mixture of one part of this aqua cam-
51|1r;|'i|!1l with three parts of common water, to
be j-l'l'll‘.li-t‘Tnl_'\' 'lll_ic‘l'ltﬂ between the cye and
the eyelid in the purulent eyes of Infants; and
in this proportion, and this way of using it,
I can strongly recommend the s

ion in the purulent eyes of Adults. When
it is considered, that in botha profuse secre-
tion of purulent ct d mucus constitutes
the essential character of the dizease, 1t must, 1
think, be evident that in both the applica
of a moderately astringent lotion will be pro
per to restrain h secretion; this which
is here mentioned iz the best that I know
for the purpose. When it is further con-
sidered, that the morbid mucus is confined
between the swelled co _' ictiva that lines
the eyelids, and that p: it which covers
the globe of the eye, it mus e also evi-
dent th in onder v the r ef-
l':'ﬂu;l‘ll.\ away, the lotion must be propelled
over the eye with some d¢ t

this cannot be better effected than by the
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use of a small blunt pointed syringe, by

means of which the medicated liquor may be

2

carried over the whole surface of the eve,
and the retained matter be each time L'ntire:]y
cleared away. When, in, the L'\'\|.'I.It|.i[7‘|' is
also considered with which this morbid mat-
ter is formed, it must, 1 think, be admitted
that, in order to keep the eye clear, it is ne-
cessary to repeat the i1&_'|t'e'1iur1 at very short
intervals of time. I have often applied
it twice, and rarely less, in bad cases,
than once in an hour; sometimes conti-
nuing it with nearly equal frequency du-
ring the night as during the day: and when,
in the progress of the disorder, the violence
of the inflammation has abated,and the quan-
tity of discharge is decreased, the strength of
the lotion may be diminished, and a longer
peri d be }\c-rm]lu'd to intervene between

the times of applying it.

= hi 4 atory state of the
In the highly in 1 i i
eyes which sometimes accompanies the

discharge in adults, and which is much
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greater in them than it usually is in

infants, I have lJ('('Ll.‘-.i';?iI:J”} []!UIJHh[ it j':_i_:_'ln

at first to use the lotion in a more di-
luted state than that which iz above-
mentioned. For instance, I have added only
four or five grains, instead of eight, of the
cuprum vitriolatum to eight ounces of water;
and I would never advise, while the in-
flammation 15 considerable, to make it
Stl'{‘llzgt"r than in the prn]mrli(lr:l of L‘ighr
grains of cuprum vitriolatum to eight
ounces of water ; since from an over cager-
ness to expedite the cure by strengthening
the .'|p|1|i¢':1lin|1, the action of the inflamed
vessels is liable to be increased; and, when
it has been made ve 'y strong, the whole cor-

nea has sometimes seemed to be hurried

by it into a state of Sllppul':lﬂ:]n.

I, have usually advised to apply the
lotion cold; and in infants, particularly, the
success that has attended its use in this
way -has been almost universally so sa-

tisfactory, and indeed so striking, that I
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gannot refrain from urging its cold appli-
cation in the strongest manner. The greater
degree, however, both of general fever and
local inflammation, which t: ace when
the disorder attacks adults, renders it some-
times nece v to apply the lotion warm.
And if the pain of the eye, and tumef:
tion of the conjunctiva be considerable, it
may be advisable not only to make the
lotion of the weakest standard that I have
mentioned, but to leave longer intervals
between the times of employing it; and
occasionally to interpose the injection of
'II.'IE['{'I_\' lr'Pili water i” tfll' \'\'.'::\ !'l'l"?[l”nl'nlicd
by Dr. Yetch. Under these circumstances
the 1'|'(-|1|L(':11 ;l])ill.ll':ﬂil:ll!, also, of hot water,
or of a hot decoction of poppy heads, by
means either of a flannel or of a large
sponge, or by holding the eye over a cup
filled with these liquors, bas afforded consi=
derable ease,. and has seemed to dimi-
nish the morbid action of the inflimed

vessels.
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But in addition to the advice that has now
been offered, I beg leave to direct the
reader’s attention to another remedy, which
appears to be of material impm'L:am-c‘, and

from the use of ich very considerable bene
e of which very considerable bene-

fit has sometimes been derived.  This remedy

is strongly indicated by the manner in which
the disorder terminates when it pursues
its course in the most malignant manner,
In such cases, the cornea is ruptured,
and the aqueous humour discharged; and
as soon as this fl,‘:plzc-:lh the |:i!ti:'u1 be-
comes casy, and the purulent discharge
diminishes; the disorder then assuming,
as has above been observed, a new \pe,
i"ll] h(‘l'l”]l!”:_' lro -|II.'."'L.I|'.II‘ i'l ['l:l]lhf‘lfll.(“.'ll"l'
rather of discharge from the uleer,
or of the unequal pressure of the ulcerated
surface against the inside of the eyelids, than
of the violent action of inflamed vessels,
The inference which may, I think, be deduced

ym this fact is, that the efforts of art should
be made to imitate those of nature; and that
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a5 800N as a rupture of the cornea seems
inevitable, a wound should be made in this
tunic sufficiently large to discharge the
aqueous humour, and in such a part, that
the transmission of light through the pu-
pil may not afterwards be interrupted by
the scar which the incision may leave. An
operation of this kind was first proposed
by Mr. James Wardrop, in an ingenious
paper ]RIEIH:—let'd in the Medic and Chi-
rurgical Journal in January 1807, He
recommended it particularly in cases where
the cornea is opaque and the eyeball tense;
and his immediate view in performing it was
to restore the transparency of the cornea
by evacuating the agueous humour, Mr
Wardrop mentions four cases in which
he ili'l'l-l:ll.'ll'lt'li the operation with s

No one of these was of that particular
kind to which I chiefly advert in the p
sent remarks; but if the operation prove
effectual in . the cases for v

‘1['{51! J'("lfl?ll.illt'nil.‘i it, howr
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Jik::'_}' must it be to afford relief in those,
where the cornea is not r:||:||_\' tense and
opacue, from the extreme violence of the
inflammation, but where there is also the
strongest son to apprehend it is on
the pclim‘ af ]!L';-IJ;_{ rLIlﬂI.Il'l"GI, and becom-
ing ulcerated? It by no means appears
necessary, however, to have recourse to it
in every case even of the purulent Oph-
thalmy. General evacuations, joined with
those that are local, together with the
accurate application of mildly astringent
lotions, and a strictly antiphlogistic regi-
men, will, in slighter cases of this disor-
der, prove fully sufficient to stop the pro-
oress of the inflammation; but if, after
these have been employed, the symptoms
still continue, and especially, if the cornea
in-gin to lose its transparency, and a white
rim appear round its circumference, some-
what nilar to the arcus senilis of old
persons, it then becomes of the highest

importance to have recourse to it. Mr
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Wardrop recommends to make the inci-
sion with a small knife of the kind that
is used to divide the cornea in the ope-
ration of extracting the cataract. This in-
strument 1s ]u'l‘li: tly proper for the pur-
pose; but the puncture may be made with
great safety by a careful person with a
ecommon lancet; or, which perhaps is pre-
ferable to either of the two, with a sharp
pointed couching needle, bhaving a blade
somewhat wider than this instrument
usually has, and a groove in its middle con-
tinued all the way from the handle to the

point.* The only direction necessary to

be observed in performing the operation

is to introduce the point of the instru-

is reason b
lated between the

is related in # C
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ment about the tenth part of an inch an=
terior to the connection of the cornea with
the sclerotica, and to push it gently for-
ward, parallel to the plane of the iris, un-
til the aqueous humour make its escape.

If the g;'maw‘d couching needle be em-

plu‘\.;',n.], its evacuation neces .'._\

pi:wv, as soon as the groove penetrates
into the anterior chamber; but if a «

taract-knife, or a lancet, be used, and
these possess the shape of a wedge
(which in the former instrument is pecu-
liarly desirable) it may be necessary to
turn the blade a little on its axis after
it has been introduced, in order to gi\:'
the aqueous humour an opportunity of
escaping; and when this has been ac
complished, the instrument should imme-
diately be withdrawn, to avoid woundir

the iris.

I have said, in the sixteenth page, that the

purulent Ophthalmy bears some resemblance
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to a common erysipelatous inflammation of
the eye. It is ne ES5ATY, however, to distin-
;{ll:_\]l these disorders, one from the other,
since they seem to re - rent
mode of treatment. Both disorders are
equally served in the beginning by the
use of evac ts; but though the erysipe-
latous Ophthalmy is particularly - relieved
h‘\' medicines  that promote

these do not pl"nlillt"' the same benefi-
cial effects when administered in that
which is ]Llll'll]l'l]l. The access of fresh air
to the eye, on the contrary, in cases of
the latter description, is peculiarly grateful;

and some of the worst cases have come
under my notice have occurred in persons
who have attended me at my own house,
ho, notwithst: o their d .|'.ll'n-;|'.|:‘.|'|',
e been cured with as little, and sometimes
with less fliculty, than others, apparently
at first not more m
have been kept in the

finement in their own houses or cham
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It is not meant by this remark to encourage
an unnecessary exposure to draughts of air;
or sudden t*.]h'lu;_{(-:g from a hot to a cold at-
m:]sphm'(,; but I am more and more in-
clined to believe that confinement to a bed,
or even to a chamber, in this disorder, is not
necessary, and that in some respects it is
liable to prove i1.-_]'1|riru1_-:, }1i1u|l-rii|g the
accurate application of suitable remedies,
and precluding, as has just been mentioned,
the due access of fresh air to the eye.
Among the cases of Ophthalmy, annexed
to the last edition of the Observations I pub-
lished on Disorders of theEye, the eighteenth
and ‘nineteenth very nearly resemble the
worst of those which in the last year were
epidemical. I shall not trouble the reader
with a repetition of them here; nor shall I
recite any of those slighter cases which are
almost daily coming under my notice, in
which a treatment similar to that recom-
mended in the preceding pages has been
found speedily effectual for the cure. I shall
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only take the liberty at this time to relate
two; and these with a view, not merely to
point out the advantage of Jrlj-:-r'l::ng the
diluted aqua camph in the cases of
Adults as well as of those of Infants, but alse
to exemplify the safety and probable good
effects of puncturing the cornea, and dis-
charging the agueous humour, when the
inflammation has risen to its greatest height,
and the cornea is in the most inent
d:inj_r{‘r of being ruptured. I had intended
to insert also the case of a female child,
twenty months old, who had a true puru-
lent Ophthalmy, of the most alarming kind,
in each eye, which followed a discharge from
the vagina, very 1i('iJZ'|I\ resembling the fluor
albus of grow: sons. But though in
this instance the injection of the diluted
aqua camphorata appe ared to afford very
essential service, the gums were also lanced,
and two of the dentes 1ini, and one of

the incisores, came through in conse-

quence of it. It may therefore be doubted,




48 On the Purulent Ophthalmy.

whether the removal of the irritation which
the operation effected might not have con-
tributed as much to the amendment that
followed, as the local remedies that were

applied to the eyes,

CASE L

Mrs. ————, thirty-two years of age,
was attacked on the 22d of |'rf||'||:'|_r_1.'J 1807,
with an inflammation of the right eye,
which became more and more troublesome
until the 27th, when she consulted a sur-
geon. At that time not only the tunica con-
junctiva was much inflamed and tumefied,
but there was a considerable accumulation
of matter between the eye and the eyelid,
which though often wiped away was rapidly
renewed.  She had been long subject to the
fluor albus, and there were reasons for sup-

posing that the acrimony of the discharge

had been increased a short time before the eve

became inflamed. Sixteen ounces of blogd
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were taken from a vein in the arm, and the
eye was almost q:uminu:ill'v washed, by means
of a soft sponge, either with cold water, or
with a mixture of aqua ammonize acetats,
and elder flower water. A purgative draught
was also g-l\.'!‘.’!'l. On the 28th the inflamma-
tion was rather increased. She had a constant
sensation of dust in the eye, and the dis-
charge of purulent matter became more
profuse than before. The blood that had
been taken away was cupped and sizy. The
lower lid was now scarified. Ten ounces
more of blood were taken from the arm:
a large blister was applied on the head; and
the diluted agua camphorata vitriolica was
applied to her eyes instead of the diluted
aqua ammoniz acetate. On the 1st of
March, the inflammation and
l‘.onl'l]nl:,n;: as 'lIrIJi-II.m‘ as before, I
consulted. At this time the cornea was
almost hid by the tumefied conjunctiva; and,
when the matter was washed off, the rim of
the former ;J[Jp(_‘i,il.'t‘(l opaque, and the opacity
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extended forward on the side next the nose,
go as to hide a part of the pupil. In this
alarming state of the disorder I determined
to make a puncture through the side of the
cornea, in order to discharge the aqueous
humour, and with a hope to prevent a
rupture of this tunie from taking place op-
posite to the [‘Ilp'ﬂ- The upe’!l':LLiun wias
performed with one of the instruments that
is employed to divide the cornea in the
operation of extracting the cataract. It was
introduced, as in that operation, on the side
of the tunic next the temple, and when its
point had passed about the eighth part of an
inch into the anterior chamber, parallel to
the iris, on making a slight turn of the in-
strument, the aqueous humour came through
the opening; upon which it was immediately
retracted. 'l npl':':sl':o]l did not gi.\'t: p:ti:ll,

nor did it make any immediate alteration

in the appearance of the eye. The diluted

aqua vitriolica camphorata was applied to

the eye in the same way as before. Ten
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ounces more of blood were taken from the
arm, and the purgative medicine repeated.
On the 2d she bad not experienced addi-
tional p;u'n in consequence of the u[n:l'utiun,
and the inflammation seemed somewhat di-
minished. The aperture which had been
made in the cornea was plainly visible, and
the cornea appeared more flaccid; but the
opacity was still considerable, and it covered
almost the whole of the pupil. On the 4th
I was surprised to find that the purulent dis-
charge had almost irely ceased, and the
“\-‘t*“ing of the l,'t}.'ljlil]l'l;.‘.'.'l was much di-
minished; but the opacity of the cornea
continued, and a portion of this tunic round
the new aperture seemed disposed to slough.
The superior part of the cornes, however,
remained transparent, and a small le)rr,ir)u
of the pupil was visible through it. On the
BGth, the inflammation was further dimi-
uish[:ﬁ, and the di:stl].'-.l';_{l: from the €ye so
thin and clear, that it could reely be called
purulent. On the gth, the aperture still

EZ2
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remained open, and the Ula;lt":[_'.' of the lower
part of the cornea was m::irllx' as before. On
the 15th, there was scarcely any inflamma-
tion or t]isr'hm'gt: from the eye; but in the
part where the aperture had been made, a

transparent wvesicle was formed, [!u'c}ug]l

which the outer and inferior part of the

pupil could be plainly seen; the upper rim
of the pupil being also percepti ihave the
opacity. The patient was able to distinguish
my fingers distinctly with this eye. In the
state mow described, the eye remained a
furihjgl:t: at the end of which the vesicle
that covered the srture in the inferior part
of the cornea gave way, and a Jarge portion
of the aqueous

After this the aperture  closed, in conse-
quence of which the inferior part of the
pupil was no longer perceptible, and the
sight became much more indistinet than
before. Large objects, however, were still
distinguished through the superior part of
the pupil; and by persevering in the appli-

=
5

On the Purulent Ophthalmy. 53
cation sometimes of the pulvis sacchari albi
sometimes of the agua sapphirina, and some-
times of the tinctura thebaica, the eye 1
came strong; and, if the other eye had not
been perfect, the sight with the affected eye
alone would have been sufficient to afford
great assistance in the u:‘di:l;u"\' t:El]P]U'\'[llcm.‘i

of life,
CASE IL

Mr. —— about nineteen years of
age, was attacked with a gonorrheea in July
last, and the discharge from the urethra
continued  for three weeks, notwithstanding
the use of various remedies ordered for him
by his surgeon.  On the 7th of August, he
first: perceived a weakness in the right eye,
and on the following day it became inflamed,
and watered l'IZ—:IBil‘i'I'Ll]]:'\'_ On the 10th,
both the eyelids swelled, and the discharge
became profuse and purulent. On the 12th,
I first saw him, and at this time the swelling

of the lids was so considerable that he was
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unable to open them, his head as well as
eyes being continually in great pain. Four-
teen ounces of blood were immediately
taken from his arm, and the purulent mat-
ter that Jodged upon the eyes was washed
away by injecting on it, by means of a
syringe, a mixture of one part of Bates's
aqua camphorata, and three parts of com-
mon cold water. A purgative medicine
was administered; the injection was re-
peated once every hour; and in the even-
ing three leeches were apphed on each
temple. If the pain had continued it
was intended to foment the eyes with
a hot decoction of poppy heads; but
in this respect he received so much re-
lief from the evacuations and injection,
that the use of the fomentation did not
become necessary. On  the 14th the
swelling of the lids was somewhat abated,
and the purulent discharge was not quite
so profuse. 1 now scarified the edges of

both the lower lids, and took from each
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at least half an ounee of black blood,
which became grumous as soon as it
issued from the orifices. The cold in-
jection was continued every hour as be-
fore. On the 15th the swelling of the left
eye and the discharge from it were evidently
diminished ; but those of the right eye con-
tinued. On examining the eyes, the tu-
nica conjunctiva of the left, though inflamed,
appeared very little thickened; but that of
the right was much swelled; the whole
cornea appeared cloudy, and on its superior
part was an ulceration which I feared

would penetrate into the anterior cham-

ber ‘of the aqueous humour, and, involving

a portion of the iris, endanger the future
usefulness of the eye. In order to obviate
this, I made a puncture through the cor-
nea, on the side next the temple, and dis-
Ck]:irg(‘(i a considerable l!(ll’l;(!rl of the
agqueous humour. ‘The pluir‘h:l't‘ was made,
as in the case last described, with one of
the knives that is 'tlS'LE:l“__'F employed to di-
G
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vide the cornea in the operation of ex-
tracting the cataract, and it gave so lit-
tle pain that it was scarcely felt by
the patient. The  une ess of this eye
both before the operation,' and for seve-
ral days afte wrds, was greater than that
of the other eye, but it could not now be
called acute.. During the day on which
the upe‘l‘:t:iml was ]_st'ri'urn'u:d, the lotion
wias :L]}i)llt'tl unl_y to the outside of the
ri}_\"hc eye; but on the r'ulil:\\'ing day 1t was
injected between the lids of this eye as
well as the other, so as entirely to wash away
the retained matter; and the injection was
repeated as frequently as before the opera-

tion. On the 17th the lids of  both eyes

were il_::is 5\\'1]'?], :l'lld th{' 1!i_‘-’l‘|'l;lrgt'. ll‘.‘.‘&

profuse. The conjunctiva that ‘surrounded
the cornea was less prominent, and the
ulceration on its surface, though still ap-
parent, was not increased. On the 19th a
considerable hxmorrhage took place from

the nose. Three leeches were again ap-
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plied to each temple; the purgative medi-
cine was repeated, and also the lotion in
the same way as before; but this last was
injected only once in three or four hours.
The pain was now inconsiderable; and
the swelling and discharge gradually dimi-
nished after this time. The left cornea was
uninjured; and the right speedily recovered
its transparency. The ulcers

filled up, and the speck which it occasioned,
being fortunately above the pupil, did not
interrupt vision. Sept. 7th he went into
the country in order to recruit his strength,
and shortly afterwards returned to his
usual avocation, in perfect health, and with

the full use of both his eyes.

THE END.
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time we had a great number vi ntly affe
with Ophthalmia ; fore the month
May we had discharg
tained any injury of the sight ; and , upon
!l"hl'l'ti'n_..' Lo iy books on this occasion, we
had two, three, and - cases of that dise
during some of the months, in the years 1802,
1803, 1804, and 1805; and in the remaini
munths, in the above years, we had no such
diseaze in the 1 ent.
We received orders to embark, at Cork, for
¢ West Indies, in July, 1805 ; when we hap-
pened to have two pat aficcted with the
who were received into the general
Hospital there. The regiment continued a
ard ship, and was then dize
: we had not a sin

srance of the

er, remained on board ship until the
month of January, when we were disembarked

in Germany ; from which place we returned

to England in February, 1806. Now, at this

of them belonged t
wl T have made
|||i:'|||[:' Il:”l.:”_-' o T NS O .: -:lil?:'}.‘.

21 situated

gymptoms of
of its prevailing in any town

through which they passed proceeding to




e who probal
e—and they positively asse
had not.
I must m these
tirely well before the removal of the regiment
to the next quarters, which were at Ospringe,
wd consequently we ught man to that
place labouring under
th, or Rifle Regi
#oth; but I am not
sure whether or not l!ll'} had the comy
g them previous to « ival ; but let
t circumstance be as it may, I can posi-
t that the first attacks of it app
) in Osprin

iod,

in May, only
seventeen—in July, sisteen—and in the month
of August, the enormous increase of seventy

ich circu

if my delicacy would permit the exj

On the Srd or 4th of August, the .

arrived in Ospringe, and were quarte;

the same barracks with our e which

corps had the disease among them at Chelms-

their lust quarters, and absolutely arrived

a good many affected with it. [ would
d to know, could
y render a corps
the above circumstances, whi
informed was ingeniously insin
what is more, flatly reported that we gave it to
them. T would bave avoided coupling the
state of health of any other regiment with
my own in this letter, but I feel ||-_I'\'.\|-]|' parti-
cularly called on to state the fact,
After the above period the compluint b
to increase in the S4th regiment, as it did also
in the 89th and G5th ; but the 89th w
means affected equal to the oth
menis.
I have thus far proceeded in laying before

yOU & Fene e of the commencement of




the mia with our regiment ; anc
complaint attended with great dang
such as may have the misfortune labour
under it, i refore demands not only much
o tention from the medical men
its treatment, but also to
iinst its making any prog among
the healthy, which circumstance demands the
most energetic assistance from commanding
offic and others—otherwi
efforts will prove
ceneral
rvations on the ap ANCes
n a man is first affected
flammation of the eye ¢
may not, be attended

lic symploms, which

incipient stage ; such as,

look at you without repeat

is an action that is sure to oceur i

of the dis , in consequence of the inflam
tion increasing in violence, the puncta |
malia become impervic

of la secretion that tal

sequence of being denied the na

to the nose, Tuns in great quantities down the

cheeks, and the  patic 'k presses it

alding-hot.” The rays of light become in-

the frontal and temporal museles

ted with a most

h symphom

I have experienced most severely in my own

person.  Under those circumstances, loss of

appetite and f take place; which last affec-

tion keeps pace with the violence of the local

inflammation, which, if moderated during the
day, 1 ates : but tawards night the pa

complains of the sensibility of the eyes re-

turning, when the febrile symptoms also setin,

and the night is spent in restle: , inquie-




and pain. If rest be procure : artifi-
hose affections are suspended, but
¢ visit him in the morning.  When the
tive inflammation is in some degree dim
the tears are less in quantity, the eye-lids
come closed, particularly in the laner s
and some times inverted, The secreting sur-

faces discha a liumour of thick consistence,

somewhat r in colour, the
general state of health is much broken down,
ich evinees the great i|1|].-.||||||:um-_-.- diathesi
that mpanies this disease,
is one very alarming appearance that
sometimes lakes place i incipient
or shortly after, whicli is a most violent tume-
faction of the superior eye-lid, and has no
and then a discoloration or blueaspect. Great
fever and shooting pain of the eyes and temples
accompany this very different form of the dis-
The eye remaina entirely closed, greal
tions take place, and, from being locked
inerea which, if not

d to and dislodged  from

time to time, will uleerate the surface of the
cornea and rive exit to the homo
to believe that this great tun

slace in consequence of the lar

ymal i, whiel is lodzed in the supe-

rior and external angle of the orbit, being en-

lirere inflammation : and that, from the
obstru o its CLory Power
ior eye-lid is

additionn

TIAss.
most formidable
I'\I"!“' Arances ave ter nate “1
endants may

%
more favourably than medi

be induced to expect: but such ca
too stron o their most |

tention ;

the only cases I, by - pecoi-
: then only on

mend or use the lancet in, ani

ios of vessels, which affords cor

5 COMm,

derable re ek,
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I s now to consider whether or not this dis-
vase be infectiousand eontagious. Though Imay
not be able decidedly to prove that it is, yet my

sinfon thereon may be of the greatest assis-

- not rr:"‘-; to me | but military officers;

it may induce them, on their future observa-

lions, te put in practice such precautionary

sures, as will arrest the progress of a

», which, in the T tuf\'m’_\' little time,

defeats the schemes laid down for the opera-

tion of an army-—a partial instance of which

I have already witnessed.® I must acknow-

e [ have it not in my power to adduce o

single instance where it has been produced by

an actual evidence of the matter applied ; but,
I am n1|'lrll:_f|:|' led o bels

that, in consequence of the constant and im-

® | cammot reprehend with too much severity the cous

duct of Adjutants amd even S anl-majors, in some

regiments, in intermeddliog with the o

as they in their greet wisd very great
ary of the service, and disappointment of the best dea

A plans of the medical officers,

mediate habits and communications, the sol-
diery are obliged to live in, the bed clothes,
linen, and more particularly the forag

which they often take or accommodate
other with, when they are either too indolent
to seek their own or cannot find them, are cir-
cumstances alone fully sufficient to communi-
cate it by infection ; not to mention the hand-
ling of many other articles which mustbe pre-
viously touched by some person infected ; at
which time they may unthinkingly rub the
eyes with their hands, to which small portions
of the matter may adhere from the articles
handled, or the secreted fluid, by which I mean
the tears, may very probably be applied to such
articles; whichfluid, for oughtI know, may have
initmore of the infective principle then the thick
matter. I have invariably observed, of the
numbers affected, that they were the most slo=

venly and dirty in their persons, and upon an

average, for one seleeted on inspections for the

disease from the front rank, there have been

ten from the rear—which rank, I believe, in




BVErY T iml-n't1 is not ays composed ol |

cleapest and best soldiers ; therefore, as far as B
ave been able to collect from my obscr- = e L

T have been able to collect \ e = S

d from other corresponding circum- e
! = and satisfactory
stances, I can have no doubt but that it is _

n of

highly infectious.®

wir—fior ihitile sterious is its ¢
I ¢ome now to a more difficult task ; ch T fo

IeaLion, el any
i3 to advance s 3 servations in support of i D
is to advance some observations in support of R R e

its @ AL e ic st be less E = x
its contagious powers, which must be less S cTna ar it SRR

plausible, in a practical point of view, than the 4 A e

2 e .
former ; as we are supplied with fewer demon- pelled to infer, that its communic
strative helps in developing the springs of its am af the aip e BT
ackion. i it may very probably be favoured

ympathetic disposition ;

frequently remarked, and have heard

the samne observed by othe t prople,

withont Con int of the eves, on comi [

into the ber of such as were affected, the

tiong, with re E “ 3 - L

Marshall, my Assistant, g some matter to his eyes of the mer become immediaiely disa-

eve, which produced comside im amal ffee . 'l"i“f—T on the diseased.,
fulness, for the space of an hour § b

cstablish  itsclf, He communicated the

three other men—two of whom lad tb - S5 liscontinues. N ow, Qui

esy | showhl

this disa-

nted ; then, if those
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people, under this sympathetic action, re-

mained in the same chamber, and exposed to

the same atmosphere, might not that action of

the eyes continue until the active inflammation

be established, and ru])scrgucnli}' become the
se ?

What I have advanced on this head is
merely hypothetical, and n appear in a
great degree fallacious ; yet, though we cannot
explain sufficiently pracjical the mode of its
communication, I think it fair to advance such
conjecturcs as may appear probable—at the
same time, not permitting our fancy to mislead
our reason—and I must close this paragraph
with saying, that, as far as it came within my
eomprehension to consider the subject, I am

almost led to confess that the dis of the

eyes, with which the soldiery have been affected

g0 very suddenly and generally, is, inmy humble

opinion, contagious.

TuerE have been many ap

to by practitioners for the cure and all

this complaint ; the virtues of some of which

have been greatly extolled by them : but I am
eat number of

inatance

the patit r the other 1 an anxiety

to et well, exy d a sense of relief from

EVETY TEW- applic - but as far as I

have been able to collect, by observation on

others, and from having la d under the

discase myself in a climate by many «

less friendly to it, I have been ever since

warm advocate for mildestand most soo

ing local applications ; and I am ha

state 1 have every G T wt to alter my

opinion of the merits of their advantag

having the ple eflection,

single instanc

creature has suffered the privation of that

e




most inestimable blessing, vision, or even
the smalles k wd on the cornea,
I continued wo have them under my
grement si my return from |'_

len to my lot tol

ly since our
am credibly informed some regiments have
n very unfortunate. A few cases I have
ged myself « most distressinge nature,
vision has o0 total Al desty
sioned by uleerations of the corne
thickening or ops attended with a diseased

state of the co

It iz an object of the Freatest i'1||\|::'liL|||'\' (1]

have the pa as v as possible under your
care : for h purpose I and my

have b in the ¢ ant habit of freque
ins) 18 atter of non-

commis = rs, 00 & point of s ch

them =0

£000 , Lhave, inz { \SuUre

stances,
the thir
eliects
ooner | IR
-ll'i'l.'llll\'.l 0. However, in the v Iy o
mencement, it 1 v L i have
m it wl

helps.

by no n
put in practice as sp edily as possibl
[ commence I bleeding, to the
of seventeen or cighteen ounces, and towa
the evening I open the bowels |l|i-\i._ with

which 1 ld ree in prefer-

must often be ad
lence of the disease ; for 1 ke frequently
ved that calomel combined witl




medicines more  suddenly wear

tient, and often do more than you

deed the second and third day

neral, but afie ds rJ|'||I- 5 the
e of the case I'L'lilli:'
preserving a regularity of the
t should he low ; and if much irritation
exists, fi itations of warm water
uld be constantly If great and

involuntary action of -lids tukes place,

s
I would introduce the tincture of opium,
ny have done, nor other stin
ply imme
wild be pretty often cl
ons the patient invariably
reliefl It has ofien struck me,

P led o believe it o

nctiva is connected, for the case I have
related, in the symptoms, of the great tumefac-

tion of the SU ey -lid, in some degree,

corroborates my opinion. Itis a matter of great
e, in the first f hal
too much nor frequently,
i I (T
; for the cilim, in many
discase
l, even
1 procure the eleve n of the lids, if
b not stroved, no :|||||::|!|ll\|:l'\l
ply will rouse the old and babitual in-
{Hh] anil abe
the general health be, in
HE, FeCOV I'l.lll
the

vl between
applications I B ted matter
washed y with warm water. When I
wish to pre ch the patient
often stands the opium
combi anti | powder, or the
antimoniale, as it

renders th in cool and moist ; whereas t

the opium alone, parches it, increases cxcites




produc

ment, and very often, without |

smallest abatement of pain. With respect
to the application of « to the
make a solution of the g r,:||i'- mn
which T str into the eyes
wally, when there is a considerable de
ee of inflammation existing. As soon as the

flawri

nmence
iin the 1

above deseribed.  1f it should

disposition to get well by thi

treatment, but show an inclination

chronic form, [ introduce a weak solution of

the |-':ul|':x ryrus  muriates, the strength of

which I increase or diminish according to the

effects ction it may produce o

the same time commence with the use of the

bark,

leave to remark, t he moment any

ute cases begin to put on 4 conva-

lescent aspect, 1 remove th om the ward
in wi ey laboured under the fir

of the disease, to another; 1 they have

remained sufficiently long t I remove

to the third, ora still more cor seent

ward. Should an pses appear to take place

in the mean time amor y of them, 1 im-

Or acute

such as

seem to be much affected or linble to a relap
and put them into a ward, give them
men and administer the bark; as
general appear-
with respect to the diet

eyes may have

sity that
appears to me for atten rticularly to
the removal and classifica s in the

mupner 1 have stated, when even U smallest
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appearance of convalescence beeing to
place ; as I have had the pleasure toobserve the
most favourable approaches towards the full es-
tablishment of a cure result from that practice ;
and do therefore recommend it moststrenuously
to be attended to, as well as o preserve t
the wards allotted for the first st as thin as
possible. Having always observed when erouded
that the air has become ve ' unirient ¥ 1o the
whole of the cases, many of which often put
on an appearance of getting worse, and such
mallest disposition to recovery,
WiS VEry id could not

which

sition 1o conv. cence. I cannot too stre

impress the g nee ¥ there is not only
for the strictest personal cleanliness, but also
of every other article in the wards, by fre-
quently washing : hem with warm
water, &c. as well as whiie- ring the walls
oCCasion The state of the atmo: e in

the acute wards, above hinted at, precludes

-“i'."- on my part, for the recommenda-
tion of ation, the repetition of which will
be attended with the most sensible advantages,

I shall now take the liberty of contrasting
the foregoing mode of practice with the lol-
lowing, the bad effects of which practice is
obvious. I have seen instances where the
eyes have been constantly bathed with a
solution of cerussa acctata, and cloths kept
constantly wet with it, and applied to them;
but I have never known any advantages result
from the well-meaning intentions of the pre-
scribers ; on the contrary, in my opinion, the

greatest injury is the consequence—for the

superior eye-lid becomes hardened, and some-

d—which is naturally the case
when strong saturning solutions are applied :
and, in consequence of this hardened state of
the eye-lid preventing its elevation, the eve
must remain closed during the whole stage of
the disease, and the matter pent up must
become moreacrimonious, throug
of its natural process, and from the expo

D
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of it to the cornea and conjunctiva ; both of
which it must uleerate, give exit to s hu-
mours, and the natural event is the destruction
of vision. If this calamity do not take
place, ti ity of the cornea will ; which is
Iy destructive to si and the only con-
e left for our rs, ig, that the de-

does mot occur in so great a degree.
In the swoln or puffy affection that I have
mentioned in the symptoms, the poultice should
be often applied ; frequent and gentle injec-
tions of warm water should be thrown in be-
vwveen the lids, with a syringe, in order to v 1
iy the abundance of scereted matier. The
r should be moderated in sthe mode I

have stated ; amd the large mass of vesse
which forms in the angles of the eyeand
appronch the cornea lucida; should be scarified.
eration the eye mustbe constantly
mented with warm water, to promote the
bleadin it greatly r s the patient. This
tion most likely prevents those vessels

ng to such a degree t they

otherw rht very |'-|_'|||,~u|:|\ cover the whole

E Cornea.

The great advantages
the emollient poultices, e

contracted cases, are, that

at are derived from
'n in the old

soften the st

of the shre, 1 Freat

matier, h is rendere

harmless, and euable

ient to ope

eyes in a dark chamber, though closed for a

loug time before.  In such
strenuously recommend
having seen the happiest ef

variety of instances,

I shall now proceed to

eases also [ would
the tepid bath,

Tects frem it in a

te what has fallen

under my observations from the use of blisters,

setons, shaving the head, of
arteries, bark, and calomel

I have applied blisters

ening the tempc

nd the ears and

on temples separately; T have also appli

them on the temples, s0 as to extend p

up, approach the ey

ow, project be-

hind the ears, and come down the side of the

face as far as the tip of the ear; T have

applied th to the

amentum nuchae ;

have shaved the entire head, and :l]llflie--l them
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from the vertex capitis downon the neck : but,
instead of relief being produced by them,
whether in the incipient, middle or G

. I have uniformly remarked the con-

séqquences have been, a greater l.|C:_'(|'f.‘!.‘ ot

irvitability of the system, and a considerable
increase of inflammation of the eyes ; so that 1

can positiv assert I have not observed any

good effects result from them, either at the time
of their operation, or at any subsequent per iod
so that, inthe treatment of this disease, 1 have
entirely laid aside the application of them, as
they not only kept up local, but general irrita-
bility to which the system was too much pre-
viously disposed,

The heads of a great numd have been
shaved and kept washed with cold water, The
eyes of some have appea red to have derived
a little strength by this partial ablution ;
but it did not continue to encrease, as the

turned to the same state they were
vious to the practice of it, assoon
as the novelty or shock of it became habitual

to the system.

I have also tried the cold bath with a oreat
number of the convalescents, the su ner
months, whose eyes, afler second or third
[!]]l]l!'l?‘i'!ﬂ_ nave il'l]l'l'

angthened ; but af

ition cameon,
those of a rc'l'r||:i'
slightest exposure to e
renewal of the complaint,

The uze of setons [ have
cighty cases of different descri

little success as the blisiers, o & uni-

formly found that they have acted as the source

tion ; and, on that account, @ dis-

carded them altogether.

The temporal arteries T have often opened,
but no decrease of the local infla
acrued from this operation,

A partial s I have so
duced, whi
the discase : b thi
only advantage calomel

when given as




or glandule ciliares are affected by the violence
: diseases ; and aslocalapplication, I would
recommend a weak ointment of the hydrargy-
rus nitratus ruber.
I have given the bark, in la ge, and in small
quantities, to patients of a scrophulows habit,

and otherwise ; never until they took on

them the chronic form, or were much reduced
in their general state of health. Tt gives gene-
ral tone to il

the feeble

stitution ; therefore submit it to the judement
of the practitioner, when, and in what cases,

he muy think it most proper to be administered,

From what [ have offered 1o your notice
in these pages, | shall, in L SWTMAry manner,
collect such circumstances as appear o m
leading objects t I would

auended to : first, 1o get the patic

possible un your care ; to bleed
u-ll’:x_i||-|._g;|-.|-:|t in the first stages: o pay the
strictest attention 1o anliness ; and a quick

removal w the convalesceant wards ; when the

rance of a disposition to recovery

to attend most minuely o a

and rem

What I have laid beft

egoing pages, I fi

of your expecta , and

recommend it, in many res|

of the stile in which it is writter

apology [ can offer in submitting it
peruzal is the great success whic ended
the meztll: of practice [ have pursued,

I shiall now bee le: for your
information, a statemen the number ad-
mitted and di

England, who, with the ex ion of those

at Ospringe, were treated according to the




plan here laid down, not one of whom has

enstuined the smallest injury of the sight.

In March, the number admitted were &
Apeil oS A -
May
June
July
August
3 . 104
October . . 3 114
November . 70

Decemt up ta the 24th 89

Tatal admitted . . 495

Discharged cured . 410

Remaining in hospital ~ 85*

Of the number of cases of the ophthalmia,
wt Ospringe, whenwe marched to Ramsgate
forembarkation, forty-eight are still there ; and
the following is a correct Report of their
state, dated December 25d.

* This statement includes those remaining at Osp

13 Free of that disease,
1 Blind,
1 Blind, with slight hopes of recovery,
1 Blind of one eye,
32 Still labouring under the disease.
Permit me, Sir, hefore T conclude, (and I
trust I shall be excuszed for |ml\' z this my little
tribute of respect) to express to you the high
sense of obligation I eensider myself under
for the many useful, judicious, and practical
observations you have communicated to me
on your frequent visits, and always with that
degree of politeness and candour, of which T
hope T shall ever feel fully sensible.
I hope I may be indulged with the liber
recommending to your notice Mess. M*Kec
and Marshall, my Assistants, with whose pro-
fesgional attentions [ have every reason o feck
highly pleased, which I hope you will not fail
in taking the carliest opportunity of commu-
nicating to the Army Medical Board ; for, in
justice ta those ge nilemen, 1 think them, in

every respect, highly worthy of the imitation

of the junior medical officers of the army.
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1esGonpon's (Dr. ALexa¥pEx) TreaTise on the Erioesic
P wak FEVER of ABERDERX, sewed, 38 6d.

PREFACE.

Tll E subjects that are discussed in the

following tract must be acknowledged to

be interesting to every individual. Eg 'p-

pxn on Drsgases to Evroreaxs in Hor Crimares,
e Method of prev atal Consequ y e sixth tian ()pht]m]mist was a disease, from the

1 M LRNRE fo terrors of which no person could feel se-
al
of Children, .

Iﬂ--{»ll *M‘;*;‘,"- LI LY be correct, it is a disease, from which few,

cure. If the principles that are maintained

above the common class of society, can

have any thing to apprehend.

ous practical Remarks, and farther Com-

Opinions; by Joseen Apans, M.D. ST :

mall Pox and Inoculation Hospitals, in The inquiry respecting T_('pmsay and Lues
il e, :

and Vaceine Taseuladion be may not be very im}]ortmlt in the present
2 8 0 g I
day, when the admission of identity can-

3 not confer any improvement on the prac-
18- -Rovsyor on lhe Risk and Procness of the Mepican ArT - 7 L
the Britisn Evrine ining Femarks on Medical Literature, tical management, than il'!ll[.'il, nothing 1
a View ofa | Medicinz Britannicz, by W. Royston, ) :
8 ; L medicine has been brought nearer to per-
of SuncEny, for the Use of o

. with Additions, S5, 6d.
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fection: yet every thing that is curious
must be intitled to attention.” The anti-
quarian, at least, will feel an interest in

such an investigation.

In commenting on the relations, or dis-
tinctions, of these several complaints, the
question of sameness or separation, in the
infections of gonorrhea and lues unavoid-
ably arises. Considering the frequency of
those diseases, it is a matter of astonish-
ment, that the contention, in which the
first authorities have been divided, should
have continued for such a length of time
—a contention by no means unimpor-
tant in circumstances with which it may
often be implicated. Cases frequently oc-
cur, in which, for the satisfaction of indi-

viduals, and the exposition of the sources

of venereal injury, it may be very essential

to icl('uli:'_\' or ;li.x,1i|1\l_1ui.-h the hl]t!ifiﬁ?\' of

3

paison. The dispute must be fur ever at

v

rest, if ‘the sameness of contagion in go«
norrheea and Egyptian ophthalmia be ad-
mitted. The latter infection 1s never pro-
ductive of primary venereal ulcers—it

cannot therefore be the infection of lues.

The author does not lay claim to much
originality. He has endeavoured to illus-
trate and explain, by combination of prin-
ciples which had been separately supported
]J}' mh:.‘]';, (11Ji|:i,¢)1!:i that were not (';:-:ily
comprehended without such connection.
He thinks, however, he has brought for-
ward a new idea in the circumstance, on
which is grounded his elucidation of the
distinction that had been conceived be-
tween leprosy and lues. He has not
asserted any new facts that should require
the responsibility of a name; but has sus-
tained, by admitted positions, and proba=
ble conjectures, a chain of argument, for

which he requests an indulgent perusal.
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He is aware that his effort is a mere sketch
¢ ]
which the avocations of a laborious pro-

fession cannot permit him to extend.

IDENTITIES ASCERTAINED,
&e. & &e.

[N this age of society, the occurrence of

a new disease in any country, is a pheno-
menon, which may be classed among the
rarest, Whenever it is supposed to hap-
pen, the attention of medical men will be
earnestly directed towards it. Were the
disease even of little importance, particu-
lar curiosity would be attracted by it; and
almost equal interest will be excited con-
cerning any disease, which, although not
new in the world, has, by aceident, been
transplanted to a country, where it was
suppased to be unknown. But when a sus-
pected addition to the infirmities of human

B




a
-

nature is added to the overloaded cata-
logue, under a form most terrific, in re-
spect both to the risk of its being con-
tracted, and the horrible malignity of its
symptoms, the spirit of anxious enquiry,
and serious investigation, will be roused
in an extraordinary degree. Such a disease
15 that disorder of the eyes, which has
been prevalent in this country for some
years, and is now distinguished by the
names of Egyptian or Purulent Ophthal-

mia. It is ascribed to the communication

that was established with Egypt, in our

successful efforts to expel the French from
that territory. It is wery different from
common inflammation of the eyes, and
accords, in its symptoms, progress, and
termination, with the disorder that had
been long considered endemic in Egypt,
and to the ruinous ravages of which, every
traveller in that extraordinary country has

borne testimony.

o

The ophthalmia of Egypt has often been
attributed to the arid state of the atmos-
phere, where softening rains are seldom
known; and to the abrasion of the external
tunic of the eye, by the piercing particles
of subtile sand, forcibly impelled upon the
organ by scorching winds. But a more
intimate acquaintance with its appearances,
and with the circumstances under which
it is most apt to be conveyed, were con-
vincing to the observant praciitioners of
our army, that the disease did not originate
from local peculiarities of air, but was
propagated by contagion. It was a dis-
case, which might easily be avoided in
Lgypt, under every exposure to atmos-
phere alone—it is a disease, which unfor-
tunately continued to display itself among
our victorious troops, after their return to
a different climate, and has extended its
ravages, by infection, to whole regiments

in Great Britain—a discase, that from the
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military has been transmitted fo' private
life, and is regarded with universal appre-

hension.

The attention of several men of capacity
and observation, has been directed to this
complaint, and valuable ‘tracts have been
written upon it. Dr. Vetch and Mr. Ware
in particular, have done much towards in-
vestigating its nature, and recommending
means for mitigating its symptoms.  The
former, in his account of ** The Ophthalmia
which has appeared in England since the
return of the Al'm}' from 1'4_{\ l}l," furnishes
a specimen of clear and unaffected de-
scription, nice discrimination, and judicious
management. The latter, in his treatise
on * Purulent [)piltlnlm}'," has given to
the world another specimen of that pro-
fessional ingenuity, and sound judgment,

with which it was well acquainted. Dr,

Vetch is of opinion that the disease pro-

5

ceeds, in every instance, from the contact
of infectious' matter—NMr. Ware is con-
vinced, that infectious matter is the general
cause of it. They are agreed in thinking,
that it is a disease, which, in all in cEs,
}'if']tt.-i a matter infectious to the eyes of
other people. © Dr. Vetch takes notice of
the similarity, in some respects, between
the' disease’ ‘and that disorder’ in the
urethra, which is produced by the matter
of virulent gonorchea—Mr. Ware carries
the connection to a greater I-cngth, and
has endeavoured to establish the complete
identity of the two infections : he has given
body to a suspicion, which must be re-
garded with great respect, from deference
to the 'high authority by which it is
promulgated; but ought, at the same
time, to be weighed with jealous distrust,
from reflection on the important conclu-
sions in theory and practice to which it

would lead, and the imputation on the
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maoral conduct of many individuals, that
would result from it. The question is en-

titled to most cautions consideration.

It may be laid down as a fixed position,

that if the disease is capable of being com-
municated by inféction, it is incapable of
originating in any individual without in-
fuction. OFf local contagions diseases, there
are none which can arise, where the specific
poison has not been applied. If it be
aseertained, that this ophthalmia can be
diffused by contagious matter around an
entive corps, while another regiment under
similar circumstances of situation, with
respect to air, water, provisions, and soil,
shall remain perfectly free from it; it
surely will not be denied, that the disease
is a disease of contagion only, and unsus-
ceptible of being produced by other means.
The fact appears to be clearly ascer-

lained by gentlemen, whose line of prac-

i
tice afforded them the greatest opportuni-
ties of being conversant with it. As well
then might it be suspected that the small
pock, the chicken or the vaccine pock,
the measles, the scarlet fever, the lues, or
the itch, should originate without the ap-
plication of their particular poisons. It
may be doubted, whether any disease
whatever that is contagious, can arise from
any other cause than the specific contagion.
There might be a dispute about some con-
ditions of general fever, of which the con-
tagion has been supposed to be generated
under certain circumstances; but the argn-
ment would not be relevant to the present
purpose. Respecting these diseases, that
display themselves by irruptions and other
local affections, no doubt can be enter-
tained. . If then the ophthalmia of Egypt
be a disease of infection, and that infection
the same as the matter of virulent gonor-

vheea, how does it happen that the disorder
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does not display itself more commonly in
conjunction with gonorrhea? And in what
manner shall it,be accounted for in cases,
where there has been no manifest exposure
to the matter of ophthalmia, and where a
suspicion of gonorrhea could not enter

into the mind ?

Me. Ware is of opinion, that in nume-
rous, instances of patients who have come
under his care for purulent ophthalmy, he
has been able to trace the existence of cor-
responding disease in the urethra, or va-
gina; and he has ascribed the infection of
the eyes in such cases, to the accidental
conveyance of matter from the other parts,

by the finger, or other means. But if the

communication of the disease, by such
-

conveyance, could in any instance take
p‘.‘-}t'-.', it would inevitably be lﬂ]ii!lg Iﬂ'.lr_‘r'
so very often, that the Uphtl]ailn}' could not

have been considered as a new disease. It
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must have been frequent at all periods
since the gonorrheea was known. From
the ef L _;i.UL(:IJtn: where the commu-
nication of ophthalmic matter is made, by
washing in the same water, reposing on the
same pillow, or using the same towel, the
eyes appear to be as readily susceptible of
that infection, as the urethra, or \'n:__fillal
are of the infection of gonorrheea. If
then the matters be the same, and caon-
tamination from the eyes could take place,
as Mr, Ware has suspected, by conveyance
from the other parts, there is no person
having gonorrheea could be secure from the
translation of the disease, during the many
weeks, and often months, of gonorrhea
continuing in a virulent condition, yielding
a very profuse discharge. Who, even for
a night could be secure against putting
an infected finger to the eye? With the
greatest attention to cleanliness, the com=
munication would be very frequent, even
[
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among the better orders of society: but

when the filth and carelessness of the lower
deseriptions of people, and especially of
that unfortunate class of females who live
in the habits of low prostitution, are con-
sidered, it will appear impossible, that a
single instance could pass over among such
orders of individuals, without the diseases
in the urinary canal and the eye becoming
conjoined. Before a disease of such ex-
traordinary length as gonorrheea could ex-
tend itself, the ophthalmic affection must
be contracted by all. In like manner every
ophthalmia would extend itself to the ure-
thra, and the two diseases would invariably
go together. The Egyptian disease could
not have been considered -as one, with
which we were unacquainted in this coun-

try.

There is, however, much similarity be-

tween these diseases, Dr. Vetch, without
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mtimating any suspicion of the infection
being the same, has commented on their
resemblance. Both are attended, from the
beginning, with a discharge of purulent
matter. They commence by small degrees,
and increase in a few days to a violence of
symptoms, which are of the same descrip-
tion in each, and only differ from dif-
ference in the parts affected. An excessive
condition of local inflammation is equally
manifest, in the inner surface of the ure-
thra, and on that coat that lines the eye-
lid, and externally covers the eye. Both
diseases run on to a period of long dura-
tion, and when they have so much abated
as almost to have disappeared, are alike
capable of being renewed by accident or
indiscretion, so as to regain their former
malignity. In both, infection fowards
other people appears to remain, when the
symptoms have so much subsided as to be

no longer an inconvenience to the indivi-
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dual affected. Mr. Ware maintains their

general identity to the full extent, and was

chiefly led to that opinion, by the simi-
larity befween the Egyptian disease and
the ‘ophthalmia of infants, contracted at
the time of birth, when the mother had
been unsound. All these are strong grounds
of presumption, and amount almost to
complete evidence. Yet how are we to
acquiesce in the identity, unless some prin-
ciple is laid down, which shall be sufficient
to explain the reason of the diseases ap-

searing so seldom tozether in one subject?
- - (l

Such a principle there is, to which the
world has not paid sufficient attention. It
was ascertained and established some years
ago by Mr. Jesse Foot, a gentleman of
great professional acuteness, in whose wide
rariety of works, there are many parts
from which a multitude of his readers will

dissent: but in all, there are testimonies
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of learning, penetration, depth of mind,

and: practical knowledge, to which evecy

man must accede. Itisa !‘Jl'in::'lp]t: of ex-
tensive influence, which will obviate every
difficulty, and contribute to illustrate the

means of propagation in both affections.

The principle to which allusion is now
made, was disclosed by Mr. Foot, in a
short publication, under the title of his
fiewoly discovered Fact, some years ago; and
consisted in this position, that the matters
of gonorrheea or chancre are not capable
of producing any effect on any other part
of the body of that individual from whom
they are devived. . The animal body cannat
contract, in & new situation, these poisons,
from matter yielded by itself. When there
are profuse discharges from virulent gonor-
rheea or corroding chancres, the applica-
tion of matter must be made, in almost

every instance, to various parts of the
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body, and even to surfaces as susceptible
of being acted upon, -as these of the pu-
dendn of either sex. The funica cur;-,u'mu::é:.-a.
of the eyes is equally susceptible—the lips
are susceptible—the nipples of a woman
are susceptible—the anus is susceptible.
But these diseases are never communicated
to these parts from any persons own body.
A chancre in the glans penis is never com-
municated to the prepuce, where there is
a perpetual point of contact. It was sup-
posed that contiguity of situation rendered
parts unsusceptible. This was endeavouring
to account, in a very superficial way, for
what could not be comprehended: for it
had never been presumed, that every part
of the identical body was equally unsuscep-
tible as parts in the neighbourhood. It was
a limited assent to that principle, which is
general over the body—an acknowledg-
ment extorted from observation of matter

being in constant application to the neigh-
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bouring parts, without any effect  being

produced upon them. The inability, how-
ever, of receiving impression from the poi-
son, does not depend on contignity or
remoteness, but is universal over the sur-
face. When this is admitted, there will
be no difficulty in conceiving the matters
of gonotrheea and of purulent n]:hthﬂ]my
to be the same, although they are so sel-
dom known to have occurred together in

the same subject.

Let the poison of purulent ophthalmy
and of virulent gonorrheea be considered
the same, and that every secreting surface
of the bedy is capable of being affected by
the matter of these different forms of dis-
ease, from the body of another person.
The customary seat of that matter in
Europe, has been the secreting surfaces
that appertain to the organs of generation

in men and women, and from its inability
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to affect other parts of the same body, it
has been confined to these organs. The
communication of infection has been by
the intercourse of these argans in the act
of copulation; as even among the most
filthy and depraved, the risk of contami-
nation to the eyes of one individual from
the matter of another persons gonorrheea,
could not be very frequent, The conta-
gion would come at last to be regarded as
having relation to the urinary canal, and
mcapable of sustaining itself in any other
part. Such has been the case with respect

to gonorrhoea.

But let it also be supposed, that in
another. country this infection has, from
its origin, had general footing, not in the
urinary canal, but in the comjuncifoa of the
eyes as its customary seat. In that case,
the communication of infection would take

place, not by the intercourse .of the sexes,
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as Iu:ppens‘ to gonorrheeal matter, but from

a promiscuous use of towels or handker-

chiefs, from washing in the same water, or

laying the head upon the same bolster—
from these, and similar habits, which are
very common among the lower classes in
every country, but among soldiers in par-
ticular. Such a disease once implanted in
the eyes of a dirty multitude, wounld be as
likely to be propagated in that situation,
asin the genitals of another people: and
such appears to be the condition of oph-

thalmia in Egypt.

It is as easy to conceive the poison of
gonorrheea attached to the eyes, as to the
urinary organs. It is as much connected
with the eyes in Egypt, as with the urethra
or vagina in Furope, From communica-
tion with the military, who had contracted
the disorder in Egypt, it has got a certain
degree of footing in the eyes in this coun-

D
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try. It has gained possession of ground,
from which it will not be easily expelled.
Yet as its nature is now understood, and,

unlike to common gonorrheea, it cannot
be kept concealed, but is always in view
displaying a caveto in front; much may be

done towards the accomplishment of that
desirable object.

While Mr. Ware has acknowledged his
decided opinion, that purulent ophthalmy,
in general, proceeds from actual applica-

tion of a particular poison, which he be-

lieves to be the same as the poison of

gonorrheea, he does not mean to attribute
every ophthalmy of that description to
such a cause. He is aware, * that it has
sometimes oecurred, and in the most vio-
lent degree, where no such circumstance
could be suspected: but in the far greater
number of adults whom he has seen af-

fected by it, if the disorder had not been
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produced by the application of morbid
matter from a diseased eye, he bas been
able to trace a conmection between the
ophthalmy and some degree of morbid
affection in the urinary canal”

Surely a man of Mr. Ware's customary
accuracy and general information cannot
seriously maintain, that a disease which
proceeds from the poison of virulent' vo-
norrheea, should ever be discovered to
have arisen, either in the urinary canal or
in the eyes, from any other cause, than
the positive application of the specific con-
lagi:m_ The idea would be inconsistent
with every conclusion, that has at any
time been drawn from the most attentive
investigation of morbid infections. The
admission may be intended as a salve to
the unphilosophic delicacy of silly fashion-
ables, who might not relish the imputation

of having a clap in the eye—an imputation
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that might be still less acceptable, from

being connected with a suspicion of some-

thing amiss in the lower regions.

There would indeed, to weak minds, be
something awkward in asking advice under
such circumstances.  The  patient, with
trembling apprehension, mig{ht say,. = I
hope, Mr. Oculist, my complaint i5 not
an ophthalmy?”  The oculist, with be-
coming candour, would reply, * Indeed,
madam, it is of that kind.” < Dear sir,
you alarm me very much.” * I cannot
help it, madam,—humanity to your: lady-
ship requires me to speak out. Your dis-
order is a true ophthalmy, which must
have had its source in another quarter—
Take the advice of a surgeon.” * I have
no other complaint.” * You must be mis-
taken, madam. Disorders may be latent
and scarcely perceptible, but there is no
effect without a cause—Take the advice of
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asurgeon.” From this unpleasant dilemma,
both patients and ocuolists are secure, if
the principle that has been maintained be
correct, of the eye being unsusceptible of
infection from another part of the same
body—The patient would be rescued from
the suspicion of a foul and filthy econcomi-
tant  disease, most ‘commonly the result

of immoral conduct.

1t will probably be advanced, that cases
of purulent ophthalmy have occured to
men in extensive practice, where there
was nota possibility of tracing connection
with any source from which the disease
had been derived by infection; and that
in such cases the disorder must have pro-

ceeded from some other cause.

It is to be remembered that the disease
is almost a new one in this country, and

that its characteristic distinctions are only
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beginning to be ascertained. - Different in-
flammations in the eyes have considerable
resemblance to each other, and a purulent
discharge may take place in many instances
of common irritation, Inflammatory dis-
charges from the urethra, which the nicest
diserimination - can | searcely  distinguish
from virulent gonorrheea, are not uncoms=
mon. There is a natural horror of a new
disease, especially when its symptoms are
of a terrific kind, which is apt, before its
specific. distinetions are clearly made out;
to, draw under the class of that disease,

every thing that. approaches to the nature
of it. Much has been said abont this

complaint, where it had no existences and
common inflammation of the eyes has often
been confounded with it, To mistake a
less serious ailment, for a consuming pes-
tilence, of which every body is afraid, is
an error on the safe side. Within the last

year there has been an epidemic inflamma-
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tion of the eyes, which in many cases was
of great severity, and often treated as a
slighter degree of the Egyptian ophthalmia
—every thing has been ophthalmia. = Men
will be more cautious in applying that de-
nomination,  when it is generally under-
stood that the disease can proceed from
infection only—and infection of such a
kind. If it could in any case have arisen
from common causes of irritation, it must
have been as often produced by such causes
before the expedition to Egypt, as subse-
quently to that period, and could not have

been regarded as a new disease.

The disease is, in fact, not absolutely a
new one even in this country. Long before
our intercourse with Egypt, a disease,
which was happily a very rare one, had
been described under the title of the go.
norrheea of the eye. That disorder was

never considered a disease of common irei-
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tation, but connected with gonorrhaoea, and
is now known to have been the same as
purulent ophthalmy. Tt was equally vig-
lent in its symptoms, and destructive in
its consequences. It was frequently sup-
posed to proceed, not from the positive
application of gonorrheeal matter to the
eye, but from a rare sympathy called me-
fastasis, or translation of action from the
urethra to the eye. This wild hypothesis
probably proceeded from the rareness of
the complaint, which few practitioners
had any opportunity of seeing. It might
naturally be coneluded, that if it had
happened. from contact of matter from
the urethra, the cause would be m:turriilg
50 often, that the instances must be very
numerous. It could not have been the
disease of one in a thousand only that
had gonorrheea; but the odds would have
been much against the chance of any indi-

vidual, under that complaint, escaping it.
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The supporters of that hypothesis - were

not aware, that the matter, to take effect;
must be derived from the gonorrheea of
anotherindividual: and the application of
mfection from the wurethra of one to the
eyes of -another, was an accident that
could not-often be committed. Sometimes,
however, in the intercourse between man
and woman, it might happen, and from
that cause, before Egyptian ophthalmia
was impm‘ttﬂ, prlJi'c::‘i]i'd a disease, which
was a terrible infliction on its unfortunate
victims. It was not a disease that had
been translated from the wurethra, but a
disease proceeding from gonorrheeal matter,
of which the application had been made
by accident to the eye, at the same time
as, to the urinary canal; and sometimes it
might occur when that canal had escaped.
Every contact does pot make impression.
The 11|'<_:—t'::i.~.[n,'1tc:<: of the disease under such
circumstances, supplies a strong corrobo-

o
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ration of the identities which are now
maintained.

In Egypt the contagion of purulent
ophthalmy has long had possession of the
eyes, which probably were its original seat,
from which it had been transplanted to the
urinary canal. - It appears to have existed
in the eyes before it was known in the
urinary canal, therefore the first may be
fairly considered as its primary residence.
When it came to be distinguished in its
new situation, under the name of gonor-
vheea, it was very generally considered to
proceed from the same kind of infection
as that which causes lues venerea, and both
were comprehended under the denomina-
tion of the venereal disease.  Every body
knows that the primary symptom of lues,

in most cases, is a corroding wulcer, called

chancre ; and that in every instance, there

15 an absorption of virus which contami-

a7

nates the system, and produces what has
been called a confirmed pox. Now it may
be asked—If pl]l'uh_-nt, t]l}h[l!ﬂh]l_\f be the
same kind of affection as sonorrheea, and
the contagion of gonorrhea the same as
that of lues, whence comes it, that the mat-
ter of ophthalmy never operates to pro-
duce chancres about the eye, or any other
affection that would be followed 1!}' a4 Con-
tamination of the gg'm'r:d system ? Before
this most important question is answered,
it. will be proper to consider, whether or
not gonorrhea and lues are in reality dif-

ferent eonditions of the same disease.

These diseases had for a length of time
Leen uniformly considered the same. They
are equally loathsome and offensive—con-
tracted by the same means, and sometimes
blended in the same subject. Yet in many
respects they are so essentially different,
that doubts of the identity began at last
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to arise among men of observation, which,
in spite of prejudice and preconceived
0]1i||ir|-:;, have continued to g:iiﬂ g.[TiJ'IlIlI].
till in the present day, the prevalence of
sentiment is '.|_;:1i1;~'.1: the sameness of the
infections. It is not intended to enumerate
the arguments on either side, but merely
{o bring forward such obvious grounds of
difference as furnish 1;-»'.]:i1nn:|_*.' that cannot
be controverted, and CaITy conviction to

the mind.

It will be universally admitted that they
appear v r different diseases in their symp-
toms, progress, and termination. If they
originated in the same mammer, and were
diffierent forms of the same disease, they
might be expected to run frequently into
cach other, and to require for their cure
the operation of the same remedy. Bat,
on the contrary, conorrhesa i in no in-

stance followed by general contamination,
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—while chancre would be so followed in
every instance. The system has, within
itself, in all cases, a power ch-.:xi.jilt._{Lli'a.ilillf_{
gonorrhea—while chancre, left to itself,
would for ever be in a state of increase.
Gonorrheea is not known but as a local
r'|i~;-:1~t-, which L,\'lrirn,-ﬁ after a natural pro-
gress without any remedy having been em-
ployed—while the other, from a primary
local affection poisons the whole habit,
and léads to inevitable destruction, unless

the specific remedy be applied.

These distinctions, so strongly markeds
have been endeavoured to be accounted
for by the difierence of the parts affected :
but that must seem a very incompetent

yeason to. an enquiring mind. There is

nothing in our knowledge of the operation

of morbid poisons that can warrant the
eonclusion. The discrimination between

the action of the matter on a secreting
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surface, and on the skin of other parts, is
very unsatisfactory. No man will doubt
that the matter of a virulent chancre from
the fremen of one man, applied to the
surface of a sound ulcer on any part of
the body of another man, would convert
that ulcer into a venereal sore—yet an
ulcer is a secreting surface—every part of
the surface of the skin is in a greater or
less degree a secreting surface—the lining
of the prapuce is surely a secreting sur-
face. If the argument had gone to the
probability of particular surfaces, where,
from the want of evaporation, and from a
more profuse secretion than on the general
surface, perpetual moisture is kept up,
having frequently the means of throwing
off an infectious matter, so as to prevent it
from acting on the animal fibre, such a
quality might have been admitted. But
that the action, when it cannot be pre-

vented by the natural defénce of such sur=
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faces, should be so different in every re=
spect from venereal action in every other
part, is not to be coneeived. The greater
irritability of parts where cuticle is want-
ing, and which on that account come
nearer to the condition of an actual sore,
might be expected to increase the suscepti-

bility of inveterate virulence.

If the two diseases were capable of pro-

ceeding from the same matter, it is impos-

sible that they should not more frequently
bappen together. But the coincidence of
gonorrhea and chancre 15 very rare. It
does’ not oceur, from the same act of in-
tercourse, in one of twenty cases; and
when occurring, may be supposed to pro=
ceed from the individual, by whom the
diseases were communicated, having been
infected with both. It is well known how
easily infection is conveyed; and that a

sound person has very little chance of
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escaping, in the performance of the vene-
real act with another that is unsound,
whether the affection be gonorrhea or
chancre. How then should it happen,
that a poison of such activity, if it were
the same in both, but capable of produc-
ing different impressions on different parts,
should give testimony of its virulence, in
the great multitude of cases, by one affec-
tion only, when on all occasions it must
be equally applied to surfaces that are sus-
ceptible of the other kind of affection?
No previous disease can here be adduced
to account for the unsusceptibility of con-

tiguous parts. An acrid venom springing

from another body, and applied in the

same moment to both descriptions of sur-
face, could not fail to become the source
of both affections in almost every instance,
if both could originate in the same con-

tagion.
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It is also to be recollected that the
diseases did not originally become known
at the same time. There is no mention
of gonorrheea for many years after nu-
merous volumes had been written on lues,
Is it possible that a form of the disease,
at least in equal degree likely to be no-
ticed, from the extreme acrimony of its
nature and even greater frequency of occur-
rence, should have remained unattended
to for fifty or sixty years, during a condi-
tion of universal consternation respecting

g~

a new disease of which it formed a part?
Or can any body be so credulous as to
think that the specific poison, although
the same, did not shew itself in gonorrhea
for half a century after lues had become
common? Is it to be believed, either
that gonorrheea did not occur during such
a length of time, or that if it did occur,
a disorder so loathsome, 'so tedious, so
painful, and so infectious, should have
F
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remained, during  that purimi, unheeded
and undescribed?  Easy of faith indeed

must be any man who can answer these

questions in the affirmative.

But the sticklers for the identity of the
matters of infection have contended, that
instances have come within their own
knowledge, of gonorrheea or chancre con-
tracted from the other affection in the op-
posite sex. This is a kind of argument to
which it is difficult to reply, for if you do
not accede to it, you charge the employer
of it with an untruth. Yet it 15 an argu-
ment to be much suspected in medical
discussion. It is a screen to which dispu-
tants are apt to fly when they are hard
pushed. The parties maintaining it. are
so convinced of the fact they are labour-
ing to support, that they are not conscious
of any intended fraud. They have per-
mitted themselves to be deceived; and be-

come active in deceiving others. In like
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manmer, it too often happens, that medi-
cal case-makers frame their reports  to
some particular theory they have adopted,
and are seldom aware of the perversions
of truth to which they frequently give cir-
culation. With respect to the subject un-
der discussion, that examination, on which
alone an assertion should be founded, can-
not easily be made in a manner that would
be completely satisfactory. It must be
eorrect with resard both to a man and
woman. Towards the latterat least, it is
atténded with ai indelicacy against which
the mind revolts, and which will generally
occasion it to be performed in a superficial
manner. The most correct examination
of -which the parts are capable, may not
ﬂl\\.'ﬂ_\'.-'- be sufficient to ascertain the truth:
After ' having  obtained what might be
deemed the best information, you have
but the assurance of the parties them-

selves, of their having had’ connection
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only with each other, The mystery that
envelopes these transactions has raised
much difficulty to the inguiry. A woman
may have the opposite disease, or neither,
and a man may have received his malady
from matter she had recently contracted
by a previous connection. Among even
the most prostituted class, there is a systes
matic disinclination to avow the naked
truth,

Ta sum up the difficulties respecting
this kind of proof, it may be stated, that
those most conversant with the practical
examination of venereal cases, have dis-
agreed . in their opinions respecting the
sameness of the matters. There has been
examination against examination, and ase
sertion against assertion. . Each party has
been equally positive.

M, Hunter adopted the idea of the in-
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fections - being the same, and has SUP-
ported his opinion with that ingenuity and
originality of argument peculiar to himself.
He has drawn his conclusions, chiefly,
from the manner in which the venereal
disease had been communicated to the in~
habitants of the islands in the South Sea;
and the basis of his reasoning is rested
upon an idea, that gonorrheea must have
been the form of disease first introduced

at Otaheite by Bougainville, because

chanere would have destroyed the penis

itself, in the interval of passage between
the last land the circumnavigator had
quitted, and his arrival in the island—an
mterval of five months, But he has not
recollected that there might be women on
board, through whom a successive propa-
gation of the infection might have taken
place in the voyage—nor has he taken into
account the probability of the virus being

conveyed, during a much greater interval
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of time, by means of a bubo. It is
mentioned,” he observes, © in Cook’s Voy-
ages, that the people of Otaheite who had
the disease, went into the country and gat
cured; but when it turned into a pox, it
was then incurable. This shews that the
disease which they had must have been a
gonarrheea, for we know that it is only a
gonorrheea that ean: be eured by 'simple
means: and further, if it had been a chan-
cre, and they had been acquainted with
the means of curing it, they could also
have cured the lues venerea.” - The deduc-
tion seems plausible, but what was consi-
dered ‘a cure, might be only the super-
ficial healing of a primary ulcer, which
might have been effected in the woods by
some caustic application—perhaps by the
juices of astringent and corrosive fruits.
There is no téstimony that a pox did
not ensue, when' the poor wretch might

be considered to have' got a cure in the
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first instance. Mr. Hunter acknowledges
that no mention is made by Cook of go-
norrheea, while chancre was regarded to
be the only primary affection in the island.
IHere was the strongest grounds of pre-
sumption for the infections of these dis-

eases being different; because, as happened

three centuries before in Europe, the one
had been diffused while the other was un-
koown. Yet, for the reasons that have
been quoted, the illustrious physiologist
was determined to think, that gonorrhoea
must have been the original affection, from
which the cases of chancre had been de-
rived. It has been said, that before his
death he had wavered in his opinien with
respect to the sameness of these diseases.
That is a point to which no man could
give evidence with so much certainty, as
his very accurate relative—the faithful re-
pository of his principles, and not less

eminent successor to his practice.
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There is really no substantial argument,
for the infections of gonerrhcea and lues
being the same, but the opinion, that has
been controverted, of the same kind of
matter being supposed capable of pro-
ducing either; and that opinion was de-
rived, from sameness in situation, and
sameness in the mode of communication,
rendering discrimination very difficult. If
then the contagions are admitted to be
different, it makes not against the identity
of the infection of purulent ophthalmy
and. gonorrheea, that the former is never
displayed under the shape of chancres
about the eye that would lead to a vene=
real contamination of the system. The

matter of gonorrho:  cannot  oceasion

chancres. There are frequently ulcera~

tions attending ophthalmy, but of a harm-
less kind, like the excoriations that often

accompany gonorrheea itself,
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But while gonorrheea and lues are ascer-
tained to be not merely different genera
of the same species, but diflerent diseases
proceeding from different kinds. of conta-
gion, it may be thought not improbable;
that the latter, in like manner as the for=
mer, may have had existence under another
denomination and shape, before it was dis-
tinguished by the present name. Many
have been inclined to think that leprosy
had been the same disease.. The subject
has been earnestly discussed by numerous
writers; but the idea of sameness has been
rejected by the most profound in their
researches, on grounds that appeared con-
vincing. Leprosy had never been a disease
of the generative organs in particular, or
communicated by the act of copulation
alone. The infection was seldom even sus-
pected to have been transmitted by that
act, which'has been almost the entire
means of ecirculation to the other. It is

G
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well known that the venereal disease was
first discovered as a contagion of the urinary

parts, and speedily diffused over Europe,

about the end of the fifteenth century.
The writers of that period, and  during
the sixteenth century, were well acquainted
with leprosy, but never suspected lues to
be the same. The novelly of the symp-
toms of the latter, and the rapidity with
which it was.extended, excited in every
country an  unparalleled sensation, and
caused the disorder to be regarded as an
imported pestilence of the most malignant
kind. The recent discovery of the new
continent, from which some of the first
adventurers had arrived, gave plausibility
to this' conjecture. It is probable, how-
ever, that the supposed differences between
these diseases may be reconciled, by refer-
ence to the different conditions of that
other disease, coneerning which, so much
has already been said. . It will not ‘be dif+
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ficult to conceive, that the primary symp-
toms of lues, like the disease of gonors
rhoeal matter when confined to the eye uns
der another name, may have had a previous
existence in some other part of the human
body, under the denomination of leprosy ;
and that after the manner of ophthalmia,
which became gonorrheea at a later period;
these primary symptoms were -communis
cated to the parts of generation.at that
time, which has been considered the ara
of lues in EL‘II'Q}‘JL*,

The leprosy was acknowledged to be
infectious in the highest degree. By what
means of communication was that infec-
tion transmitted from one individual to
another ?

There is reason to think, that the trans-
mission was chiefly made by the communis

cation of lips, that takes place in-the or-
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dinary habits of life, between people living
together. The primary, and most hideous
symptoms, were about the face, where
dreadful ravages were committed. The
most apprehended danger of contracting
the disease, was from the salutation of
kissing, and the gratifications of the table.
There was an extreme horror of eating
out of the same dish, or drinking out of
the same’cup with a leprous person. The
most strict regulations were enjoined for
]'Il‘!".‘-'lf!ﬂti.]l;.[ “llZSL: CONIMOon intercourses Df
society, between lepers and other people:
the ‘most rigid ordinances, under severe

.-penalties, were enacted to that intent.

The' lips: are admitted to be not Jess
susceptible of venereal chancre, than the

parts where it now oceurs. There is much

analogy between: théir surface, and that of

the glais penis, or' fabia pudends. If the
primary affections of lues were to get pos-
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session of ‘the lips, the communication i of
contagion would take place by the same
means as in leprosy—by the contact of lips
in the approximation of lovers or friends
—by the unwary application to the face of
foul linen, or of domestic utensils that
had been infected by 4 venéreal mouth,
In this situation, the primary diseasé may
have pre-existed for ages before it was
transferred to the organs of generation,
That it did so exist, after the manner of

gonorrheeal matter in the eye, there are,

the most cogent reasons for presuming;

and that the discase; under that condition,
was actual leprosy.

The leprosy was a discase that has been
supposed to have ceased. It has been con-
sidered as' having disappeared within a
century’ after the breaking  out of the

venereal disease.
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Can it' be supposed probable, that a
disease so universally diffused, and so easily
communicated, should ever come to a ter-
mination ? - Does any man seiously think
that the small pox can ever cease? Unless
the ' universality - of  vaceine’ inoculation
should not ‘leave it ground to rest upon.
Can the measles ever cease? . Can gonor-
thaza or lues venerea ever cease?  In the
annals of time, is there a single instance
of any other disease, such as leprosy, so

gencra]iy spread, so luug recorded, and so

readily contracted, having ever ceased?
If by art and assiduity, with improved
success, in the management of the com-
plaint, the only means by which any con-
tagion can be eradicated, the extinction of
its infection could have been accomplished
in any one country, it is not within: the
compass of credibility, that, on thal ac-
count, a disease of such descriptipn should

have disappeared in every other country—

a7
the thing is not to be imagined. But it
is easy to conceive, that the leprosy may
have sunk into the venereal disease; while
the translation of primary symptoms from
the face to the organs of generation, has
caused the identification to be lost.

The laborious Astruc has contended,
with his customary industry, against the
venereal disease and leprosy being the
same; and his arguments have been
adopted by almost all who have main-
tained that side of the question. They
have all admitted, that in many recorded
symptoms of leprosy, there was much
resemblanee to secondary venereal symp-
toms ; but the primary tests of venereal
infection about the parts of generation
and the groin, have not been enumerated
among the loathsome concomitants of the
leprous disease. T'o. maintain, that affec-

tions so distressing and calamitous, could
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not have passed unnoticed, was a most
forcible argument. But those who em-
ployed. it were not aware, that the seat
of primary aftection, at that time, was
another part of the body—they were not

aware that sonorrheea, which 15 one of

the symptoms, on the absence of which,

in leprosy, they lay much stress, is no

part of venereal lues.

It had not entered into the mind of
authors, who have taken that side of the
question, that the wenereal disease could
exist in its primary state, independent of
the venereal organs. Yet there is no dif-
ficulty in supposing, that primary affec-
tions may have had footing about the lips
or nostrils, so as to be as much confined
to the face, as they are.inthe present day
to the genitals. = Fromithe principle that
has been established, of one part of @
hody being unsusceptible of infection from
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another part of the same body, a chancre
on the prapuce, or the labia pudends, would
at that time be as rare, as the same occur-
rence at present upon the lips, the nose,
or any other part remote from the parts of
generation. The aceident, however, might
sometimes happen, by communication from
other individuals, in the multiplied inter-
courses of society 5 as ‘it now ha]}]mns,
that chancres occasionally oceur in various
parts ‘of the body. But when the oceur-
rence took place as a rare incident, it
would be confined to the individual to
whom it happened, unless that person was
in habits of intercourse with variety of
the other sex.  Even under the supposition
of such habits, the terror of a new and
uncomprehended disease, which must be
rapidly inereasing from the want of any
known remedy, would be such a baulk to
sensual gratification, as to counteract every
excitement of desire, and would operate
H
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with much greater effect on the mind, than
in modern times, when the complaint is so
awell understood as often to be too lightly
considered ; and not always to be made an
obstacle to the practices of lust and pros-
titution, by which the dissemination of 1t
is continued. . The speedy alleviation too
.of its symptoms, by the ‘operation of the
infallible specific that is now employed,
renews the capability of venereal inter-

course, before infection is extinguished :

while in former ages, the augmenting hor-

ror of a most painfully acrimonious ‘and
corroding ulcer, would speedily destroy,
not only the inclination, but the power
of connection; and the miserable object
would beconsigned to the same wretched
doom:as the detested leper.

Such would be the general consequence,
of the rare accident -of infection 'being

communicated to the private. parts, . in

J1

these days. The case would be considered
as an unusual form of leprosy, and such
cases have actually been described. In
some fatal hour, however, as subsequently
]l‘:‘lppl"ilt:(l with respect to the nplll,ha]]:]ic'_',
disease, the contagion had been contracted
in the obscene organs, by some :[oprm‘ed
individual, whom it could not restrain from
promiscuous venery. It happened within
the precinets of a camp, than which no
situation could be more lamentably ap-
propriate for the disease being given round.
From' the siege of Naples, where soldiers
had been' assembled from all parts of Fu-
rope, it' speedily extended itself all over
the old continent. Since then, it has at-
tached itself to the parts of generation as
its ‘proper theatre. There it has held its
foul dominion, till the existence and cir-
culation of it have been supposed insepa-
rably connected with the act of copula-

tion.
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It may be said, that if the diseases had
been the same, the fact could not have
escaped the observation of those conver-
sant with leprosy, at the time when the
venereal infection was first discovered, Let
it be recollected, that the translation of
primary afiection to parts that had not
been used to participate in the leprous
malady, might well give the idea of a per-
fectly new disease. A train of symptoms,
irreconcilable to all former experience, and
a channel of communication, so different
from that by which the contagion of les
prosy_had been diffused, might have imw
pressed a conyiction of novelty in more
enlightened times.

Mr. William Becket, a surgeon in Lons
ton, at an early period of the last eentury,
without any knowledge of the distingtion
that is now made, respecting the different

seats of primary symptoms, as constituting
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the essential difference between the two

kinds of affection, contended, with singu-
=

lar ingenuity and force, for the sameness of
leprosy and the venereal disease. Flis dis-
sertations may be found in the Philosophi-
cal Transactions of the time when he lived,
and want nothing but an acquaintance with
that distinction: to be incontrovertible
arguments, The grand reply to all the
reasoning’ he has furnished, and all the
authorities he bas adduced, may be com-
prehended, as has bheen already stated, in
genital affection not having been described,
as the primary sign, and invariable con-
comitant of leprosy. There rested the
sum total of every difficulty that could not
be surmounted. But difficulty from that
cause can no longer be said to exist. There
is double testimony of diseases having
changed their situation. What shall be

deemed true with respect to the contagion
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of ophthalmia, cannot be deemed 1mpro-

bable in regard to the infection of lues.

Mr. Becket establishes a point of great
importance to the present consideration—
viz. that mercury was employed for the
cure of leprosy. It had been asserted by
authors in his day, that mercury was not
a remedy for that disease, which, therefore,
could not be the venereal disease. With just
discrimination he observes, that mercury
would not always cure’ the disease, which
at that time was called leprosy—a disease
not infectious, nor carrying much injury
along with it—but a disorder of particular
Labits' merely, in which there was an ag-
gravated condition of that scaly state of
the skin, which has commonly been termed
scorbutic.  For disease of this kind, mer-

i 1 iy i v
cury is not a certain specific, and therefore

leprosy, of which this was' considered to.
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be a remnant, could not be’ the venereal

discase.  Such was the conclusion. Tt is

truly astonishing that an ailment, which
does not travel from the individual on
whom it is found, and to him is little worse
than an ill(:{ll]\'('l)iuuu‘, should have been
confounded with a complaint so contagions
and destructive as antient leprosy—yet the
same confusion has continued to the pre-

sent hour!

Mr. Becket has remarked that his' co-
temporary, the learned Pitcairn—the an-
cestor of a name, which, by succession,

stands among the most distinguished in

medical pre-eminence at this time—had

distinctly ascertained, - that mercury was
the principal remedy for leprosy. ' It is
probable, that from the custom of em-
ploying it in that complaint, originated
the introduction of it in the cure of what

was considered the new disease, even within
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the first year after its supposed appear-
ance. The first applications of it were ex-
ternal, from which it may be presumed, it
had been used in leprous uleers as a local
yemedy, There is reasom, however, for

concluding, that leprosy was not often

effectually cured by mercury. The admi-

nistration of that extraordinary medicine
was not sufficiently understood for the per-
fection of any cure. The ageof leprosy
was a dark and ignorant period, when
literature and science had made very little
progress, and the art of medicine was in

rmde condition.

Leprosy too was @ very rase |disease,
comparatively with what wvenereal affec-
tion has been since that time., The pri-
mary affections were not, as in the other
disease, obscured from the eyes of man.
It did not distribute its baneful venom in
the dark, converting the symbal of joy to

o7
a rod of affliction—the source of delight
to'a fountain of misery. The leper could
not conceal his malady, nor mingle in the
functions ‘of life, without his condition
being suspected.  He carried about his
face, mangled by hideous uleers, a warn<
ing against communication. For these
reasons the 'disease was not very common
even when it was most prevalent: and if
it, had been more common, perhaps it
would not have been better described or
understood at that time, when every thing
invmedical statement was vague, obscure,
and unintelligible. Those affected by it
were chiefly of the lower orders, who
being from necessity much crowded to-
gether, were most f.’}il}ﬂ.ij(‘{l to 1nfection.
Their insignificance and poverty ‘would
not much: rouse the exertions of profes-
sional men to discover means of relief;
as those exertions in every age will bear
some proportion to the expected recom-
I
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pence. But when, by the accidental

transfer of the primary symptoms to the
venereal organs, the disease appeared a
new pestilence hovering over the commu-
nity, and drawing within its vortex the
highest classes of society, ingenuity was
at the stretch to find out new remedies,
or to render more effectual the adminis-
tration of the old ones; and, by degrees,
the extraordinary operation of mercury
became better known. This happened
too just in the dawn of literature, a pe-
riod particularly faveurable to research

and improvement.

From the time that the treatment of
venereal symptoms became properly com-
prehended, it might be expected that the

primary affections of leprosy would be on -

the decline. From the greater frequency
of the venereal disease, which would often
occur in the same habit, the secondary

o9
symptoms, being the same, would be put
down to venereal account; while the first
order of symptoms about the face, that
had been characteristic of leprosy, would
be in regular diminution under the influ-
ence of a never-failing specific, till the
very name would be lost. © Under such
circumstances it cannot be considered
matter of surprize, that a disease which
no man could eonceal, and which every
man was vigilant in avoiding, should in
process of time disappear under the coer-
cion of such a remedy. It muost sink into
the other eclandestine shape, of which
the perpetual propagation is secured, by
its secret residence and private means of
infection. The consequence was una-

voidable.

It may perhaps be said, that although
the venercal disease does not often shew

itself by primary affections on the lips,
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vénereal ulcers of a secondary kind ‘are

very common in the throat, from which

infection might be communicated, so as
still to give frequent specimens of leprosy
about the lips, if the diseases were the

same,

Mr. Hunter, who very much surpassed
all competition in his clear distinctions and
discriminations of venercal symptoms, was
decidedly of opinion that the matter of
secondary uleers carries no infection, ~ Au-
thorities of respectability have been of a
different opinion, and have supposed that
the common fluids of a venereal habit
were capable of communicating infection.
They appear to have permitted fiction and
fear to predominate over observation and
judgment. All experience is in opposition
fo their conceit. There is nothing more
common than for a man and woman to be

cohabiting ' for many weeks, with a con-
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firmed lues, even spreading ulcers about
the throat, on one side, while the offier
party remains without a vestige of con-
tamination.  Cases are not rare, of chil-
dren sustaining no injury from nurses in the
secondary state of the venereal disease—
In fact, if a venereal sore throat could
contaminate, chancres must be almost as
common about the lips as on the private
organs.  Kither there is no power of con-
tamination in secondary affections, or it is
so fechble as scarcely ever to take effect.
The objection therefore cannot be of

weight,

In recent times, the primary affections
of the venercal disease were in possession
of the mouth in some parts of the world,
and the communication of infection the
same as in leprosy of old. An ingenious
pamphlet was published about thirty years

ago, respecting such a condition of the dis-
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case in Paul's Head Bay, on the Northern
coast of America. The name of the au-
thor does not now recur to the mind. A
disease under similar shape, has been long
known in Scotland among people of the
lowest condition, under the denomination
of Sibbens. Mr. Benjamin Bell has made
particular mention of it in his treatise on
the venereal disease. There is not a doubt
that these diseases were, in both instances,
the true venercal malady, with all that
acrimony of contagion which distinguishes
a primary venercal ulcer wherever it may
be found. They were genuine leprosy, of
which the circulation did not take place
by venereal intercourse, but from other
opportunities of contact in the common
concerns of life; and if the aid of mer-
cury was mot cultivated, would have pro-
ceeded to as dreadful extremity as leprosy
in any age. They have been considered a

different kind of the wenereal disease.
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The only difference is in the primary

symptoms, which alone can convey infec-
tion, being in a different situation. Upon
the surface of a spoon, or the edge of a
drinking cup, their matter would commu-
nicate the most malignant venom to the
lips or fuuces of another person, while
perfectly innocent to every other part of
the surface of the body by which it was
produced.

But in recurring to the very impartant
principle of the unsusceptibility of the
body to. infection from iiself, it is neces-
sary to take notice of an argument that
may be advanced on the other side,
Chancres have becn mentioned as leading
to & contamination of the system, and the
source of that contamination is the ab-
sorption of matter from the ulcer. Here
then is the system inwardly and univers
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sally afiected by: contagion locally spring-

ing from the, same body.

The ohjection. appears plausible, but i5
founded on error, which has been detected
by M. Foot.. In confirmed lues the sys-
tem is infected, not by matter which the
chancre produces, but by absorption of
the original matter, which was left- upon
the surface and produced the chancre,
The first act of that matter is to produce
ulceration in the very mouth of the ab-
sorbent vessel by which it! is taken up;
and that ulceration is chancre. The mat-
ter does not pause within the ‘absorbent,
but is conveyed into the virculation with
such rapidity, that if a chancre were to be
destroyed within an hour after the 'smallest
perceptible irritation has comménced, it
is probable, that a confirmed pox would
nevertheless take place in every instance:

‘The same matter, in passing through the

G5

grom, sometimes stimulates the ymphatic

glands to the production of a bubo.
Chancre -and bube are merely the first
consequences of the application and trans-
mission of foreign poison—not the prime
sources of the infection that terminates in
general lues.  They are the beginnings
of that ruinous ferment, which it I':liv..t':-i

over the whole habit.

Not unfrequently it happens, that ab-
sorption takes place unattended by either
chanere or bubo, and secondary symp-
toms, on the skin or in the throat, ;uJ'l'-u;--l
the first te stimony of the habit being con-
taminated—a confirmed lues is discovered
without any alarm ]Ia‘.".illg been sounded
by primary affection. More commonly
still, there is venereal bubo without ulmn-
cre.  In such instances the contamination
eould only proceed from the original mat-
ter, that bad been applied during the

K
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venereal act. The eonclusion then is un-
avoidable, that it proceeds from the same

in every instance.

In the order and progress of the se-
condary symptoms of lues, there is some-
thing that sustains, in singular degree, the
idea of the whole having been derived
from the first impression of the original
matter that was absorbed. It is well known
that these symptoms come forward in
different stages, after very different pe-
riods of time; and that one set may be
cured by a superficial course of mercury,
while more remote aftections, that had
not become pu'(:::!:ljlllu, shall afterwards
be displayed. TIn such cases there is no
recurrence of the first order of symptoms
—the ulcers in the threat, or the blotches
on the skin. Once completely extin-
guished, they are seen no more. Mr.

Hunter has ably commented upon the

Gy

fact, and draws from it g conclusion
“ That most parts, if not all, that are
affected in the lues venerea, are affected
with the venereal irritation at the same
time.,” If the system could be infected
by its own contagion, it might be ex=
pected that every symptom would be re-
newed after an interval, while there re-

ned a contaminated spot: but that is
not the case. While the throat continues
clean, and the skin retains its polish, the
organ of hearing shall fall into the foulest
condition of caries, and the nose shall be
lost.

AL
But it may be said, there has been too

much recurrence to the same principle—

too frequent te-[m_-iif.uu of the same turn

of expression. It is a position, which
was necessary to be clearly comprehended,
for illustrating the whole argument. With-

re of it, it could not be




coneeived, that two such diseases, as Go-
norrheea and the Venereal Lues, had long
existed under other names and shapes,
without being communicated to the or-

gans where they are now displayed. With

a complete admission of it, the difficulty

is,mow at an end. To demonstrate that
they did exist in that manner has been the
#.#0bjectiof the present discussion. With
what portion of success the attempt has
been conducted, the intelligent and candid

reader must decide.

THE END.
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