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Notes by ILt.Col. H.B. Holt on Maj-Gen M.P.C. Holt's
letter from [adysmith to his wife,

e ——

With reference to this letter - KELLIE, whose name
frequently crops up in connection with a horse is Colonel
Kellie Commandant Deolali Camp, whence my father left for
S,African Wars,

Also at Deolali (mentioned on p. 10 of this letter)
were Captains Welsh and Northeott. I think the former was
Kings Uwn - later drowned in Rangoon, Northcott was Norfolk
kegt,

Page 3, Dhanji (also on p,8) was MPH's Indian bearer,
I think Phuller must have been the Syce.

Northey (60th Rifles) later Gen Sir E. Northey -
one time Govenor of Kenya,

R.I.M.S, - MPH was MO i/c Trooping from India to
S.Africa and back early in 1899,

60th Rifles.

FMB is of course Pietermaritzberg. Mrs Mac was
Mrs MacDonald - matron of Grey's Hospital.

Letter by Runner - I wonder if it ever reached my

Mother .
Hillard was MPH's batch.




ladysmith
Sth Nowv.

LB ¥a aince & communications were cut.
the exact day and I have not 1::;;' ary near just now. The
bombarded the Town every day more or ]w" = bat on Fridaey
bad that we had to think about the spitals. We had an
ﬂftﬂrxﬂuu, “ﬂu]-” pltching all nhﬂu: T hug no real da ‘e was done.
to Bruce's Hoepital (in the Town Hall) to ses how he was
tlT: on, wWhen he azked me to go over to lunch with him, that as
propristor of the Hotel had opened a mew dining room &% the back
esidenta, so we went there %o lunch. Just as we had finlshed
& 3hell came into a2 sma cottage next the hotel, blew the
aide of the Cottag ut snd blew out all the contents of the
passed into +ne dining room which was just then crammed
and through with people at _“nu”, it came at the window just
s usual place, it knocked Mininisce(?) who was lunching
a man nemed Balfour, clean off his chair,.but without
and knocked Balfour on the back of the head and he had
'uuLn with bita of glessa, Nobody was touched beyond
I% reglly marvellous. After that they went on
all the afternoon; 4 few people wepre hit and a good many
That day Charles Taunton was shot dead in a skirmisan with
talde the town. I went to dine with Currie and h"nL}L
e began talking about the exposed position in the middle of
n of the hospitals, 'here was Bruce's Hospitel consisting
Town Hall end two seperste Churches Just behind. The
?ﬂlJnLuer Hospital, No.11l, 12 and 24 Fleld Hospitals - also 26 & 18

#. Hosplitals had thet day been sent down by the Boers from Dundee
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with 94 wounded. These were 8ll1 in roond the Market Square. Then
on top of the hill there were a lot of sick in the Convent just
overlookineg the Town Hall. In the end we 2l]l decided to asak Hyslo¥
(who is Volunteer P.M.0.) Mertin and Carter (11th F. Hospital) to
get the P.M.0. to ask the General 1f arrangements conld not be made

to move the =2ide all out of fire and clear of the town on to
neatral ground, S3So after dinner Hyslop went over with me
Carter who was willing, then Martin @nd whilst he was in our
talking to Martin the P.K.0. came inm. AT firat he 4did not seem
¢ it - but eventually he went to see the General and early the
t morning Bateson (P.W.0s Secretary) went out to Joubert and
1@ end it was arranged that there would be an Armistlice ti
idnight Sunday = in which time the sick and wounded with
sstablishments were to be sent some four miles out, |
begin work t1ll early Sunday n 1ing and thetn tha firat
_u:u..::.,l,; rer. off the line = that stopped all work till about 2
lien we got the first treinfal of sieck off., Bruce objected very
rongly at firet = and. I believe 7 gulte to the wvery end = but
there iz no doubt but that was the beat plan, ..a-*‘:...-:m tha
were guite uvnenimons sbout the matter - Carter's (No.11)
g (o 18) Hos als were be left in the town, and we
up to the old I g1 troops being spread ont all
town. H:“-' f the inhabitaentz went out under canvas with
5 T .-_lhe iz narsing, when I was
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latter not yet po o you that wes finished '::nf ore
the day before th 18 cat = they cut during
the evening m .'":_ 1|J_|_ ':,:_11_. E0. Bince the ]
#ritten anything., 1 think I told you in it all about
Honday week a8t Lombard's Since we have been up in
i 11 been busy building & Shelter by the rilver bank i
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over the river and climbed up the rocks Lo
of 1little caves under some enormous 3
nd planted "'l!l'.-l;"-l voa -LJJ‘.'. behind
the ground end begen blazing away
the Boer's flre into our Corner and shells were
river just beslde our caves a th 1ing almost
g = one dropped in the river Juat oppos where
re sitting and spleshed up the water y great height.
nince how _-'J.Lf.ln_' damage shells =0 : g 4 L & man
uck near us, thovogh they 1-;].1
Battery and our Mulea and Oxen. Still when a bit
you it is very bad. I hear a Col serght. of
literally blown to pleces by one today - still
not be aonite true though I have seen &8 good many men very
knock bu abﬂu: by them. I think I told you Poor Grey wes shot
] iad the following day. Pepe and his people in

¢ Bazter's (& very disloyal Dutchman) house for
their own use and dog & pit by the slde of it, roofed it over with
sleepers and balks of timber and mud sz a Shelter, but they put all
their four horses into the stable, the result wae that un londay a
shell went into the Stables, burst there, killed Carter's and Fope's
hor*.—‘.-cz, and I believe Cameron's was not expected to livu. Fordsa
tied his up in the garden and it was not touched. HNot only have they
been shelling our part of the Camp, but Jjudging from what one could
hear of big gun and rifle fire, and from what we hear from other
people the PBoers tried an attack on no less than three points. On
one apot on the other side of the Cemp they were driven off and
retired somebody said (I think it was Raymond) 5 miles. Then they
came within 800 yards on our side but were shored off by the 60th.
I believe they tried to get in on the other side of the town but all
wara unspecesaful. 8Still it iz very hard te find out sometimes what
is heppening except in one's own Llmmedilate meighbourhood.

Reilly of my is here - he came with the Rifle Brigads - I aaw
Harrison the *'-' day looking wvery well - Codrington, who came cut
for duty with the Indlan Commizsarist i= now poated to 8 3guadron of
the Imperisl Light Horse, 20 he will have something better to do
thap servine ont stores ete.
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extraopdinary | little demage they dc Yesterday with & new big
f they have _all‘.. up they fired amongs hera a couple of shells
just over our heads at Northey's Camp, juat the other side of the
river, but d4id not touch anybody. Juat made them all take cover down
by the river for an hour or ao. he shells passed Very near us
overhead and we all thought the f£i -:.r'.a was coming for us, but it
went on another 100 yards to Horthe) They are beginning to fire at
r poaitions from the reverse gide which iz & bit disconcerting.
fire 8t the town in fits end starts but do no harm beyond
10les in buildings. Uost people have burrows in the ground,
“;r"-j shelters of some sort. S5till some people have to go sbout
for variouz purposes = An Indian was killed by & shell yesterday that
want through Mellalty's 3tore the other alde of the river some 200
yards beyond Ho rutlegr’ Can D They have sent & good meny at the

or w
Commissariat Store (McFalty'a) beyond hitting two oxen one day

-
LT
nave not touched anybody +1ill y sterday.

'he days do not pass 20 very slowly becauze we have beaen buay
every day bullding either the shelter or the wall. The latter waa put
up to cover the sick tents, and the former for anyone who can get to
it. It 1a partly underground and is very cool and consequently a good
loafing plece. 43 & rale I am out in the sun with the dhooley bearaps
bullding and I moch prefer it to doing nothing, besldes it keeps one
fit.

The last three days I have had a little of the prevailing
complaint, elther from bad water or something else, but am better
today. We have had to stop work today. The wall is pretty big,

30 £t. long by 14 ft. thick by 7 ft. high of stone. Surrounded on all
gides by § ft. or 20 of ramned earth and now we are covering it over
with turf so that it ought to be almost invizible.

e have had to cover all ol anta with red mod to make them
lees wisible, certainly white is & bad colour. Well rubbed with
red muod they are scarcely visible agal . the red atones which cover
the hills mixed with a good deal of greem.

nave very little hoapital work. The men seem Very nealthy,
bad cazea are sent out to Bruce at Intombli Sprult.

nJl wish the railway could be opened ao that we could get
from the outaide world. HNHothing but rumours have reached
ﬁuﬂturduy when we were told that there had been & 1lght at
liool River and the Boerzs were driven back to COLENSO. Certainly on
donday night there was a fire somewhere down there. I saw the
reflegtion in the sky and called Martin out of his tent to see it =
he ILﬂ rone to bed. And then the next day (Tuesday) we were told
-“.'.if.-J.--_J. that the Boers had burned COLENS30, so 1t looke as if there
iz some truth in it &811 - hope s I wiah I ecould hear if' you and
the chicks are all right, I si se there will be some letters waiting
to b 14 ip a8 soon as the line is opened, but if seems
time 1 [ When they :yen np and drive the Boers
iz b lz rush, as no doubt we shall all be pa:nna on
after them a3 rapldly as poss g0 that I may not get for
several days or even 8 week g0 = g3till iT esn't be
T y mast be Re*t on the run once they are started 1if all goez well.
1eavy gun firing the B 2 keep on wﬂlplﬂ* at oup cuhg.ntﬁ
pretty well all day = naver touch anybody that we hear of, h:i very
n.ten our people puat 8 dumny 8 helmet for them to Pip gt - and

it always drawz them.

ar they go and talk to the Tommies st Intoml Heoapital and
néem 3ay they are aick of the busi 3e, bot I "U}“‘:}'ﬂe they
y thelr way to glving in, Bnd most of them don't intend %o
price,




g0 1ittle to write about snd one day is 80 much
another with the exception of there being more or less firing
one day as compared with another that it is hard to know
write

are of course going up now things are begl : get
hear more news From outside now - for the first few weeks
positively nothing = :lery'“ Columm iz said 1 e making
uaJ jlnng slowly and we have heard about Methuen's
:h't Gatacre has go he Boers pD_ihinn 8t STORMEERG
asualties up by K ZRLEY has been published snd I
see Northecott'as bro : ame — it will be & bit of
Hortheott in more wa 1 one. It 1s to be hoped
e wiped out thiz time End that no soft hesrtedness, or
Englanderiam, will prevent their being left in a
further harm.
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e have heard that & ship has 1@ asghore by the Cape and lost
the horaes, guns, ammunitio stores tec. It is & great loass
TLOW .

I went out to Intombl Spruit to ses Eruce last Mondey week.
He zeemas unfortunately to be in hot water with everybody. He hes
a very bad menner and menages to aouarrel with nearly every-body.
lire Bruce is out there. Both looking wery well.

e have no butter now for the past 3 or 4 weeks, &n have not
tazted Cow's milk since I left Indis. These are not hardshipas because
we get very little exercise, otherwise we get plenty to

The P.M.0. had been holding an inspection of our Hospital
yeaterday u;!'l.runln-s; at 5 p.m. vevally & pretty buay firing time, and
a3 the dhooley bearers were unpacking one of the wegonsz that had been
lef't where some Boers could see them & zhell was sent at ther

COem an
dropped short of them bang into the Hospital Camp. We all got
covered with bits of dirt and stone. One dhooley bearer had a bit
of atone driven into the eye, and I am afraid he will lose the sight
of it. Porter and Young Martin were sltting at my tent door, and
Porter got & rap on the back with a plece of copper that "takes the
riflins" aa ther say, but no further harm was done. It just showa

£

T
=0l L
]

ol or 40 pe

1 ahell may drop into a erowd (there must have been no less than
o

pla just round where it fell), and yet do very little

‘.Ir.._ i1/

near we cen get he s throogh to P.M.B., 20 I wlll
one 1in LDmCP?JW to Krs Mac to ask her to write and le
w I am a1l right. gounld ask her to wire all the way,
ba a bit 2tartled to get a wire, after kNowing we are
long and having heard nothing. Anywsy I believe all
e wired down snd published, ao you will know there
g much the matter with me — 82 a8 matter of fact we are
3 gm the only one who hes not been "aick"

you say "Don't buck too aoon"

a9

continuge to have remarkabl
rushes for guns at “ijﬂt.
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= 5 i - 3= 5 & i = 4} = |
a— arnd B A . Py
ant out and blew up two of the Boer' s
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Rifle Brig: ':': want out and blew ujg
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lrm._L.' told you
has a Squadron in
ne set of men, but
| more iresining and axper
that they sccidentally killed t::e volunteer
Lorbard'as Kop day - by wild firing inybody they

up & big gun in a very awkwa position for
the camp - thelr shells drop anywhere and
10 far our howitzers have not been able to shut him
ware firing nearly all day yeaterday but did no damage
dhooley bearer's eye. I should imagine that eye must have
e500 to knock it out, if not much more, judging by the
they did.

Some dayz are pretty warm - but zenerally after 3 or 4 days
we get one or two cold ones, with or without rain, though on the
whole there has been deuced 1little rain so far.
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and Kellie's horse
atill. It is no
while we are shut
might be able to
but I am afrald
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iz to be & Aull snd =orry Christmas for us
yat no good news = whether Buller or the War Offica
home blund ercri wa can't say - only it is self evident to ua that
have been shut up here zince 1st Nov. and mo successful effort
been made to knock the Boerz out,

Enteric Paver is getting very had indeed - in another month or
we shall have more than a quarter of the Garrison down with it -
was going to show Europe what she could do in the way of
mobilisa tion snd fighting Iin = ,mc:-“*r 8,000 miles away and well
done L If we don't gat any ermy at least four times
we may a2 waell shut up shop a -‘! together and retire
]L;u-,' ) -:;:’ a fourth class power. I can't understand what the
]w:l“lr.. at home have been about. Properly done the ole war might
have been over ':; three monthe provided they had se gufficient men
out in the firat ;u._taucej pay 650,000 hut they seem to have thought
that 7,000 from India were all that would int Bnd NOow we see
Zu?. regult. When we shall get L"T'O'is-"il W i1t and back to our
atlona is more than anybody can fortel eavery day 1ls a score
the Boers.
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onr hospltal = we get a good mEANY B i&lls
of the 5th lancers were hit by 2 shall that
alongalide vs three days ago, none ol 1am
nona killed. Four horses were killed though.
top of one of his fingers smashed. 8 & rile
by without any aznalitles but on iedr 18y last
eople and wour me dozen more., All
Lthere w y 4 good many to00; were
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tables particularly s are 1/= each, milk
P.l:0, comandeered 1 Potatoss have been &
butter in the 1:.1::1:::. But ti Commiasariat have mana
we Bl got very it ion ".,J.l_,i':-iﬂ.l“ r What
iz being unable to g the 3 pasgad down to the base,
nteric i= wery bad the strain is very great. The Boers shells
very seldom do am arn ‘ez terday 168 shellas were fired at us
beyond one keffir being slightly ‘.';:l.m'leJ 0 -L-M‘n: was done.
they wers more success hey got one shell into ‘.ne Davons
ra kMess - kKilled one « icer, wounded '.’ others, one of whom
died. This sort of thing happens now and then, but the
'“r*ty of them do no ha hatever, &hnd then people begin to
until something happens, then they are more careful for

je are still bullding a long wall = very thick in front of our
quite strong enough to stop shells, but of course odd
might come over it. As 2 matter of faet a day seldom
3588 but we met & few bits amongat the tenta. The worast of 1t is
u don't mow which side they are coming from. There are no leaa
thet fire round about uvua and alli I'rom m.i, erent directiona.
Everybody who makes fortifications now works in a big atone with
an inseription giving the namea of the Corps whe built 1t, 3¢ we have
let one into our wall, which Col. P. Rhodes, brother to Cecil, says
is by far the strongest in the place. He rides all over the Garrison
and ought to know., I must mal tour of inspection on SBunday, that
1z the great day rfor rides.

12 Jan. 1900.

wrote the above I have been out at Intombi Hospital.
out there on 29th Dec. at a few hours notice. The
heavy, all day and half the night, day after day, I
3.-e.-3-te:-|j,.r;;.r as Maj liartin iz very seedy and not fit
is cut at Intombi very bad with dysentery - s0
only :_.*-:.u....r Lartin fit and I had to come in. There is
I ng s0 much work i1L1‘L as there, but stlll I had to come 1in.
I had charge of something over B0 sick and wounded officers - all
pretty bad. 3o with Jvu."r:*'-'_--i nuraea and opderliss and not half
enough of them had my hands pretty full., It seems gquite peaceful
here after that, not withstanding the shells., Whils I waa out thers
the @ 3 made a blg attack om Casgar's Camp, but did not pull it
aff. e lozt rather heawvily, but they lost & good many more, and
most people do not think they will try 1t r'”u":.. It only wants
Baller to glive them & good hard knock and then we ought to aail
along falrly well.
turned out & much bigger affalr than
d and the deuoce knows when 1t will be ETl-je&.
dengerous wound but is now doing well. They have puot
teant alongside me out &2 he iz doing well and reguires
='.h_:i_f.-u1'=“ o8 “-J.,ycv—' inx quoi it i8 not likely I ,:-J,L.Z'.l ]
to do with his tireatmen ‘found him in our hos zplital la:
’ I came back from I..L.m‘.‘;-;. Martin had been looKing af't
will T fancy continu io 80. I haed a message enguiring
H.;.a-‘r-j.:‘.-jt;-:-ﬂl and myself rom the Gallweys a few days
1 1 them nnt'_".in'.; bot it as I had not seen him
8 -.'Juu-'ia-?d dangeroualy and could not find rm‘.
him. I am allright st$il I ."-'.'._".1 be mere
1681 0 & juite wel It seams ._E.iJl;‘..". ;| 1 ‘..l.m, Lo
arly thresa montns, anda - ler doez not
roZress I suppose he 1 Lf-ll‘LlI]’ for
yime t be & very long time ::-.’:u.'.'ei:l;;_f.
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