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Medals recovered from under the foundation stone of the

Royal Victoria Hezpita'l. Netley.
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A corner of the R.AM.C. Historical Museum showing the Martin-Leake
decorations flanked by pictures of 29 recipients of the Victoria Cross.
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As the official caterers to Her Majesty's Forces
Maafi meets many of the daily needs of Service

men and women the world over.
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To supply their requirements through
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must necessarily maintain a large buying
organisation; but equally important is
the maimntenance of a consistently high
standard of quality in its supplies. In
Maafi laboratories, therefore, scientific
analysis by experts is a daily rask. It is
one that involves not only sirngent
laboravary tests of p-un.'h:l.'-.l.";.. bt also
constant research into improved methods
of food production, storage and preserva-

L.

These " behind the scenes™ activitics
ensure that Maafi restaurants serve goods
of a proven quality and excellence ; while,
between the research and the restaurant,
15 a long chain of skilled processes tradi-
tional to . .

+esthis many sided

N A A E “ The official canteen ﬂganisat?ﬂ-’h for H.M. Forces,
Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S5.E.I1.
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1951, a leading article appeared in The Times which contained
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O 10th August, 1951, a leading article appeared in The Times which contained
the following words, “Army doctors are members of two professions and unless
they have mastered both they fail in their duty.” and surely the same doctrine must
apply to all who hold “trade™ qualifications in a highly techmical Service such as
DTS,

Two recent centenaries provide us with an opportunity of reflecting on. the
measure of success we have obtained in shouldering this twofold duty. The many
shining examples of military virtue, of valour and sacrifice, are typified in three
men who paraded before Queen Vicioria in Hyde Park on the morning of 26th
June, 1857, when she decorated sixty-two officers and men with the first Victoria
Crosses: Surgeon James Mouat, of the 6th Dragoons; Assistant Surgeon Thomas

4
i |




UNIFOIRMS

ready to wear or made to n

TAILORS TO THE SERVICES FOR 70 YEARS

MOSS BROS

(1 OF COVENT GarRDEN =™
THE COMPLETE MAN'S STORE

Junction of Garrick and Bedford Streets, W.E.2. Temple |

AND BRANCHES

RUBAIYAT OF OMAR
KHAYYAM
LXXI.

I often wonder what the Vintners buy, IPOR
M
CHRISTOPHER || ~=
& C€O.. LTD. THIS COULI
WINE MERCHANTS I o it

BY APPOINTMENT TO fAin ebic o o
THE LATE KING GEORGE VI

you have available th
protection of The M
94 Jermyn St.
S.W.1

One half so precious as the goods they sell.

British defence orga
Tavistock House Soul
for full detanls.

TAKE

Telephone:
Whitehall 5557-53558-333%9

Telegrams:
“Oirvietve, Piccy, Londaa”

Medical .

i

S ——



THE
ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES

MAGAZINE

AND ORGAM OF THE R.A.M.C. ASSOCIATION
(B¥5th which ix incorporated the *“News and Gazette” of the R.AM.C., R.A.D.C.

and Army Nursing Services)

CONTENTS

page page
Editorial .. & : 33 The Amazing Case of Sergeant Shearer .. 49
100 Years of Netley .. 4y % 35" Obituary .. - : : S
Important People: No. 21 : .. 39 Notes from the Stations .. i T
At Random o it = 41 Territorial and Army Emergency Reserve
§ s MNotes i it i T 02
Suen Bett ot Gelile S e o S noedto s Military Hospile S e
i¥ine Klays ¥ ondet i " e 45 Association and Old Comrades’ Notes . . 03
Coming Events . ‘. = . 45  Editors’“In” Tray .. i 4 e T,
Sports Review e i . .. 47 From All Quarters .. i s SR

I, The AM.S Macazmr will be published quart
X, Contributions should be o
Barracks, Crookham, Hants, and
3, Photographs for reprodoction sho
4, We shall be glad to publish particalars of hirths, marriages and deaths, at
will be made,
%, The cost of the MAGAZINE 8 15, per copy, or 45. &1, per anr
post free, All orders o be sent to Messrs. Gale & Po w Lid., The Wl

Iy in Aperil, July, October and Jan
freased 1o el AMS. Maoazme, BAMC

each the Editors not later than 10th February, M
d be about & in, = 4 in., Black an late

and Training Establishment, Queen Elizabeth
gust nnd Movember

. Megatives should not be sent.
gils Lo ged iato touch with friends, for which no charge

(i far AN
Press, Ald

il subasribars: direed arders of 12 copies or over
. Hanes,

7. Ingacies regarding advertiBing space should be addressed to Messrs, Gale & Polden Lid

VoL, VIII No, 2 PRICE 1/- APRIL, 1956

EDITORIAL

ON 10th August, 1951, a leading article appeared in The Times which contained
the following words., “Army doctors are members of two professions and unless
they have mastered both they fail in their duty,” and surely the same doctrine must
apply to all who hold “trade™ quahfications in a highly technical Service such as
Ours.

Two recent centenaries provide us with an opportunity of reflecting on. the
measure of success we have obtained in shouldering this twofold duty. The many
shining examples of military virtue, of valour and sacrifice, are typified in three
men who paraded before Queen Victoria in Hyde Park on the morning of 26th
June, 1857, when she decorated sixty-two officers and men with the first Victoria
Crosses: Surgeon James Mouat, of the 6th Dragoons; Assistant Surgeon Thomas
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Egerton Hale, of the 7th Fusiliers; and Assistant Surgeon Henry Thomas Sylvester,
of the 23rd Regiment. : -

During the past year a great deal of our space has been devoted to Crosses won
by the Army Medical Services and there is little new to add. We therefore decided
that our cover picture should form a centenary tribute to the gallant men who have
played so great a part in building up our tradition in the Army.

By the same token, when we consider the contribution the Army Medical
Services have made to the development of medical science and research, it is fitting
that we should again look back to the day, only some three and a half months after
the V.C. was founded, when Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone of the Roval
Victoria Hospital at Netley for it was from here, as readers of the pages that follow
will learn, that there developed the properly integrated Army Medical and MNursing
Service which has played a distinguished and perhaps a decisive part in two world
WIS,

1o0o YEARS OF NETLEY

IT was a sunny morning on 19th May, 1856, centenary tribute, is to attempt in a few columns
when the gunboats in Southampton Water to give a short and inadeguate sketch which
roared a salute as Queen Victoria disembarked perhaps someone, some day, will expand into
to lay the foundation stone of Metley. Unfor- a worthy history. ;
tunately, one of the guns of H.M.5. Hardy went i ;
off prematurely. blowing two sailors to pieces How it all began
and injuring many others, but this was the only In June, 1835, Queen Victoria, with the
coniretemps to mar onge of the most memorable Prince Consort, was visiting St. Mary’s Case-
occasions in the story of the Army Medical mate Barracks at Chatham, which housed the
Services. convalescents from the Fort Pitt Hospital. As
The whole history of three Corps is so she went into one of the upper rooms she was
intimately bound up in this famous building “quite horrified.” Edwin Harris describes the
that one scarcely knows where to begin. It scene: ™ “Are these really the barrack rooms of
would be easy to devote more than one entire  these invalids? she said to me. T said, ‘Yes,
issue to telling the story of the Royal Chapel indeed they are, Your Majesty’; and Prince
in which Queen Victoria and Florence Nightin-  Albert, looking towards the splendid convict
gale worshipped, with its many memorials to prison built in view of the Casemate Barracks,
those who have helped us to build our great said, ‘Well, it seems very extraordinary that
tradition, including the beautiful altar rails there should be no difficulty in obtaining money
erected to a greatly beloved character many of to erect a magnificent building like this for
us knew as “Snoddy” (Major W, M. Snodgrass, convicts and that it should be impossible to
who died in Febmary, 1934), of the famous find the means of building a commonly com-
cemetery in which rest soldiers from all over fortable barrack for our convalescent soldiers.”
the Empire as well as from America who gave The result of this conversation was the building
their lives in every war from the Crimea to of Netley Hospital to supply a want which was
Hitler’s war; of the beautiful Crimean Memorial so severely felt in the Crimean War.”
amd, a later addition, the reereation rooms from -
woods brought as a tribute from every part of [1he stone laying
the Empire and Commonwealth. T'he scene is vividly described in the [lus-
It was here that our College was formed and  trated London News of 24th May, 1856, It was
Sir William Leishman and Sir Almroth Wright the first public act of Queen Victoria after the
laid the foundation of preventive inoculations. end of the Crimean War. We learn that the
Incidentally, Sir William was Company Officer jetty was decorated with an archway of ever-
here when the R AM.C. was formed in 1898. greens, surmounted by a crown, the entire
Netley, too, was the cradle of the Q. A IMMN.S.  length being covered with a scarlet cloth. This
and served as its depot until the Second World was not the Netley pier to which we said good-
War, bye in our last Summer number, but was at a
All that we can do. as an all too meagre jetty built at “Queen’s Steps” near South-
35
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[By cowrtesy of the *Niussrated London News™

QUEEN YICTORIA LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE NEW MILITARY HOSPITAL AT
HAMBLE, NEAR SOUTHAMPTON, 12th MAY, 1856

ampton Gate at the end of the Hard, some
wooden stumps of which are said to be still
standing. She is said to have arrived by sea
because she did not like Southampton, which,
she had been heard to say, had snubbed her.
This, however, did not prevent her meeting the
ex-Mayor, Mr. Tucker, when she armived.
accompanied by the Prince Consort, the Prince
of Wales (later King Edward VII}, the Princess
Royal and the Duchess of Wellington.

She then proceeded to the scene of the stone-
laying, where the Commanding Engineer
showed her the plans of the building drawn up
by the architect of the War Department, Mr.
Mennie. When she had approved these they
were placed in a copper box together with
“eoins, medals and cross and a vellum docu-
ment recording the event.” Is it idle to spe-
culate whether this might possibly have been
a Victoria Cross, which must have been very
much in her mind at this time as it had been
introduced in January of the same year? In this
perhaps unlikely event it means one more V.C.
in the possession of the Medical Services.

Lord Panmure, Secretary of War, then said

36

in “a loud and distinct voice™: “I am directed
to declare the first stone of the Military Hos-
pital is laid and that Her Majesty has been
pleased to sanction its being called the Royal
Victoria Hospital.™

After the ceremony it is clear that “a good
ume was had by all” Her Majesty passed
through a tent in which a “substantial dinner”
for the troops was provided; the ex-Mayor and
Corporation followed the Royal Yacht at a
respectful distance in the steamboat Medina,
and, having broken loose from the procession,
“partook of a grand banguet on board.” and
the day ended with a blaze of fireworks on
Southampton Water.

Thase Netley corridors !

The “mmmense magnitude of this gigantic
establishment” is emphasized in all the current
literature. It was originally expected to be
finished in three years, but it took over seven;
in fact, in 1859 it was estimated that another
four years were expected to elapse before com-
pletion. In the issue of 10th September, 1859,
the fllustrated London News tells us that it is




a quarter of a mile long. It is interesting to note
that the North and South wings seem to have
been designed to house convalescents; these are
connected by “immensely long corridors.” In
his notes on the hospital the Rev. E. H. Pillifant
writes: “Travel along the corridors from end
to end and you will have covered well over
three-quarters of a mile. Again, in 1859 we read
of a “magnificent corridor on each floor run-
ning the entire length of the building, perhaps
the longest in the world.” We very much doubt
whether “magnificent” is the epithet applied by
the many generations of soldiers to whom the
task of “floor bashing” has fallen! Perhaps
their attitude is more faithfully reflected in
“ROC’s” famous cartoon which we here re-
produce again,

The building itself occupies ten acres of
ground, some two to three million cubic feet
of stone have gone into its fabric, while if you
start counting the bricks you will certainly end
up in “D" Block—there are upwards of thirty
million of them!

Careful and prolonged research have failed

“Is it true this is the longest hospital corridor
in the world "

7

o establish the truth of persistent rumours that,
from time to time, a footsore staff have resorted
to roller skates, bicycles and even (during the
American Occupation) jeeps in doing their
rounds of the hospital.

The passing of time

Lack of space will not allow us to trace the
many ups and downs sustained by the hospital
with the passing years. We have already told
of the building of the pier in 1864. “D" Block
for mental patients was begun in 1866. In 1870
we read of an extension of the railway line to
a private station at the hospital; a laundry and
colony of married quarters sprang up in the
grounds; but with it all the old place remained
stolidly Victorian, so much so that when
modern facilities were needed for dermato-
logical work it was necessary to build a new
ad hoc block on a pavilion basis. Ever since
the R.AM.C. was formed in 1898, No. 4 Com-
pany had its home at Netley. A full story of the
company is to be found in our Summer issue
of 1952.

“Yes, this is a vast place—busy, too—but you'll
get used to it"”




The Americans take over

It must have been a considerable shock Lo
the old place when the American Medical
Corps took over on [5th January, 1944. One
might have expected that our allies, with their
up-to-date, stream-lined technique, would have
been scornful of what, to them, must have
seemed something of an “ancient monument.”
This was far from being the case, and we found
the old lady asserted her dignity to such effect
that the Americans often outdid our own men
in their interest and veneration of the old tradi-
tion. They wisely did not attempt to doll the
old place up in 1944 fashion. but converted
the hutted dermatological site into a modern
general hospital. No. 4 Company was sent
packing to Westbury. When the hospital was
handed back in 1945, MNo. 20 Company took
over, and it was not until October, 1951, that
it resumed its historic title of No. 4. The day of
handing over will always be remembered by
those who took part. It was certainly mot spent
in 4 mood of depression. General Hood in an
after-luncheon speech solemnly announced that
it was a Metley tradition for the Commanding
Officer and Matron to plunge off the pier into
Southampton Water, winter and summer,
every morning before breakfast, while General
Hawley told us that the American Medical
Service had learned much from our own. After
the War of Independence they took over many
of our army forms en bloe. They had, however,
deemed 1t advisable to amend a column in the
A. & D. Book in which his countrymen admit-
ted to hospital appeared uonder the general
beading of “Rebels™!

In his speech of handing over General Hood
uttered a tribute to Netley which forms a fitting
end to this centemary survey:

“This historic hospital, the first and largest
military hospital in the Empire, was erected by
the express command of Her Majesty. and was
completed in the year 1863,

“From that date until today the hospital has

The Editors greatly regret that, owing to

the recent dispute in the printing industry, |

the issue of our Spring number has been
very considerably delayed |

received sick and wounded from every theatre
of war in which our armies have been engaged.
During the whole of this period broken men
from all parts of the Empire have looked with
renewed hope upon this building as their ship
has sailed up the sparkling waters of South-
ampton Water.

“It was here that Florence Mightingale’s
glorious Crimean experiment fructified in the
magnificent MNursing Service which serves the
Army today.

“Within these precincts the Royal Army
Medical Corps had its birth, and for many
years, under the inspiration of such great names
as Leishman, it was the home of research and
of traiming in military medicine and hygiene.
This work of research and of training of
generations of all ranks of the medical services
has gone on without interruption up to this day.

“The last convoy arrived from the battle-
fields of Italy two weeks ago. Let us remember
that their fathers, their grandfathers and their
great-grandfathers before them were wheeled
along these famous corridors, having come
from the battlefields of the world in the First
World War, and before then from Magers-
fontein and Colenso, from Majuba, Tel-el-
Kebir, Khartoum and Omdurman, from China,
Chitral and all our Frontier wars and so right
back to the days when the wounded weterans
of Scbastopol and Balaklava traversed this
self-same avenue to find a refuge in Netley
Hospital.”

Nete—In compiling these notes we grate-
fully acknowledge the help given by Colonel
Phillipson, commanding the Royal Wictoria
Hospital; by Mr. Crisp, of Brighton, whose
frequent gifts of cuttings and pictures relating
to the early days of the R.AMC. are of the
greatest interest and value; and by the Rev.
E. H. Pillifant, whose long and careful re-
scarches make his notes on the Hospital a most
valuable contribution to the history of the
Corps.

WE gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the
following: Military Medicine (I/.5.A.), The
Roval Army Pay Corps Jowrngl, R.EM.E.
The Royal Pioneer, R .A.0.C. Gazette, JTournal
of the RAV.C., The Globe and Laurel, The
Old Contemptible, The Waggoner, The Sapper,
Ef Med Niger, Owl Pie.
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IMPORTANT PEOPLE

NUMBER 31

OUR new Director-General was born in Cape
Colony on 16th September, 1901. Parental in-
fluence sought to guide him first into the Navy,
then to civil engineering for which, indeed, he
received a certain amount of coaching. Despite
this family pressure, with characteristic deter-
mination, he set his heart at a very early age on
becoming a surgeon in the Army. In the course
of achieving this ambition it is interesting 1o note
that at one time he almost turned aside into
taking up dentistry.

His mulitary career began immediately after
the First World War, when he had the distinction
of being the very first man to join the Dundee
Company of the Officers’ Training Corps: he was
a student at St. Andrew’s at the time. It was while
serving with this unit that he was sent to Alder-
shot on a P.T. course in the early twenties, Here
fate took a hand, for he paid a visit to the officer
commanding the Cambridge Hospital. He was
received with the greatest kindness and courtesy,
and the immense clinical opportunities of a mili-
tary hospital were demonstrated to him; the die
was cast and he was confirmed in his determina-
tion to follow his youthful ambition.

In January, 1925, he was one of the very lasl
batch of R.A.M.C, officers to be called upon to
pass an entrance examination before receiving a
commission. The papers, clinicals and orals were
trying ordeals for a young Scottish student. but
again he was lucky in his contacts, for the
Director-General, Sir William Leishman, gave
him a cordial welcome as a pupil of his old friend
Johm Yule Mackey, the celebrated anatomist
whose name will be well known to readers from
Glasgow and Dundee.

In the R.A.M. College at London, the Depot
and the near-by School of Hygiene with its prac-
tical ideas, was opened the door to a new and
vigorous life. Meantime, let it be said that the
prize money from the Montéfiore, Marshall
Webb and Parkes prizes added something to the
spice of life.

His first appointment as O.C., The Military
Hi P‘-].’!Jht| Gravesend, was no <III‘:n..t. ure as, among
other things, he had to persuade a sapper full
colonel that his newly laid drain was not up to
the medical standards. However, there was still
time for study, and on 29th January, 1926, he left
for India on the Neuralic with the first part of the
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Diploma of Laryngo-otology in his pocket. A
series of Frontier stations, R.M.0O. 2nd Seaforths
and 2nd Cameronians, two and a half years in
Razmak, together with a trek to the border of
Chinese Turkistan, completed his first Indian
tour.

On return to the United Kingdom he was
:Lppmrmd Adjutant of 47 (2nd Innd:m] Diwvi-
sion, T.A. A medley of T.E.W.Ts., war games
and week-end exercises ensued. He also found
time to apply himself to his chosen speciality
and was appointed E.N.T. Registrar at Golden
Square and Albert Dock Hospitals. While occu-
pied with the Senior Course he obtained his
primary fellowship and passed his Army speci-
alist examination with distinction before embark-
ing for India.

He was soon 1o see the working of a military
hospital from the patients’ aspect, for at Bareilly,
his first station, he was admitted to hospital on
three successive occasions, first with smallpox,
then with appendicitis and finally with scarlet
fever. Shaking the dust of Bareilly, he left for
Rawalpindi to take over as E.N.T. Specialist,




Northern Command. In 1939 he was invited to
apply for the chair of otolaryngology in the
Royal University of Baghdad. With the prospect
of secondment he left India for the Umted King-
dom, to find soon after arrival that Hitler had
upset his plans, and he was mobilized as E.N.T.
Specialist to 12 General Hospital and was subse-
quently dispatched via France to Palestine.

In 1940 he was placed in charge of the Polish
Medical personnel who had broken out of Syria.
Under his tutelage the 1 Polish General Hospital
was formed and trained at Sarafand. He was then
appointed O.C. 3/3 Light Field Ambulance, and
was with the Desert Rats at Tobruk and the
battle Beta Tomma. After the push back he again
received the Polish call and joined them in Perth-
shire as “A.D.M.S. Poles." He found that mala-
ria and malutrition were rife in Anders’ army.
The dependents of this army and the civilian
evacuees were in an even worse state. At that
time there was no chloramphenicol and, to
add to the troubles. the Poles had frozen all the
quinine they could lay their hands on for their
troops in Russia. When Russia decided to stop
the Polish evacuation he was appointed 0.C, 31
Combined Indian General Hospital. For his work
with the Poles he was awarded the Polonia Resti-
tuta. After much agitation, 31 C_.I.G.H. left Perth-
shire for Ttaly. However, the unit was held up in
Egypt owing to the Greek mutiny. He whiled
away the time by opening up a smallpox hospital
and looking after the Yugoslav evacuees.

Then he went back to the Poles. His unit went
to Italy, where it was employed in the evacuation
and treatment of their wounded from Cassino.
After Ancona and Rimini he was promoted to
command 45 General Hospital, Taranto, which
was the Yugoslav Base Hospital. Here his engin-
ecring propensities broke loose and bridges and
swimming baths for the benefit of his patients
were, under his organization, constructed. Then,
as a bolt from the blue, he was posted as
A.DM.S., Greece.

In 1946 he returned home as a guest on Air
Marshal Foggerty's Mitchell Bomber. After a
period of rehabilitation he was appointed
Adviser in Otolaryngology.

In 1949 he had the distinction of being the
first person to obtain the F.R.C.S. with oto-
laryngology as a special subject. During this time
he developed close liaison between the Army and
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Westminster Hospital in the treatment of malig-
nant disease and was responsible for making the
Queen Alexandra Military Hospital the Army's
centre for neoplastic disease. At the same time he
interested himself in the academic and profes-
sional training of Army Specialists and played a
large part in organizing Millbank to meet their
requirements.

In 1950 he was appointed AD.M.S., Malaya
Command. There, among other things, he built
up the Gurkha Sanatorium for the treatment of
tuberculous diseases and established a standard
of treatment equal to that at the best home sana-
torium.

In 1953 he proceeded to Fayid as D.MS.,
M.E.L.F., where it is believed he burst the
bogey called frustration and gave a new look
to the standards of medical centres.

In 1954 he was called home to become Deputy
Director-General, and he assumed the appoint-
ment of Director-General on 4th April, 1956.

Though he lays no claim to any kind of
gladiatorial status in the field of sport, he keenly
follows the fortunes of our Corps games. In his
spare time he is addicted to the study of archi-
tecture, to painting and to the collection of
medals.

One of the prerogatives of a regimental journal
is the fact that one may, within the bounds of
decorum, indicate the shortcomings of those in
high places. The following snatch of conversation
was heard at a fairly recent cocktail party : “The
trouble with this chap is that he seems to think
of nothing but the treatment of sick and wounded
soldiers and the efficiency and good name of the
Medical Services."”

On second thoughts perhaps this is not too
grievous a fault in our new D.G.! General
Drummond tells us that he has received a large
number of congratulations and expressions of
good will from all ranks of the Medical Services,
and asks us to convey the following message :

“On assuming the appointment of Director-
General I am deeply sensible of the honour
which I have received and am also conscious of
my responsibilities,

“In thanking you—all ranks of the three con-
stituent Corps of all categories, both past and
present—for your good wishes and expressions
of loyalty I would add that [ shall at all times
confidently rely upon your staunch support.”




AT RANDOM

Privates’ Enterprise

Sergeant W. Fox, in charge of gate police at
Metley, writing of days gone by, tells the
following story:

“During the General Strike of 1926 the ship-
ping companies got permission to embark pas-
sengers in lighters from the Hospital pier, and
the road leading from the main gates to the
pier was lined with vehicles of every descrip-
tion, including many beautiful coaches from
London, conveying passengers to the Nakunda
and Maloga, anchored in the Solent. The C.0.
gave orders that no baggage was to be handled
by troops, but some of the more enterprising
boys changed into civilian clothing and boasted
that night of collecting as much as £3 in tips.”

Anchors Aweigh

How many readers know that the U.S. Navy,
as well as the Army. occupied Netley? Mr.
Robinson, Chief Clerk, Medical Boards at
Netley, has supplied us with some interesting
details.

“Soon after occupation by the American
Army the Hospital was again handed over, but
this time to the American Navy. The Navy
soon put the Hospital in ‘ship-shape’ condition.
Firstly. it was no longer a building but a ‘Hos-
pital Ship’ and everything went to naval routine
and order. The floors, first, second and third,
became ‘decks,’ lower, middle and top. The)
ceased to be polished but were scrubbed down
navy fashion. All time went by ‘Bells"—this
causing quite a bit of confusion among the old
hands, both civilian and military, left behind
by the R.V.H. The Officers’ Mess waiters—
sorry, ‘stewards’—were most of all put out, the
Chief Steward in particular, he being so long
on the job and used to waiting on Army
officers. The Sergeants’ Mess was converted
into a glorified ‘Ward Room’ for use of the
initiated—three knocks and ask for ‘Joe' and
one was in—always providing the scrutiny
through the trap door proved O.K. The billiard-
table was removed to make more floor space.
and a raised platform erected in a corner by
‘link chain and bollards’ isolated it from the
dance floor. Here a band performed almost
nightly. The walls were repainted sea green,
complete with wild waves, and depicted
American ‘battle-wagons' ploughing their way
to glory.”
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The Point of Fiew

Henry Ford once gave utterance to the
aphonism “History is Bunk.,” While we do not
for a moment subscribe to this view, there is
no doubt that very often there is a wide diver-
gency between different observers of the same
event.

This is well illustrated by the following
deseription of the Scutari Hospital, written on
15t J:muur_'n.'. 1855. It does not emanate from
some bewhiskered old medical bureaucrat,
jealous of his own reputation, but from a very
young assistant surgeon, attached to the Horse
Artillery at Sebastopol, on sick leave in Con-
stantinople,

I went to Scutari to see the grand Hospital there,
and was greatly pleased with the comfort of the men
and the arrangements, and astonished at the extent
and excellence of the accommodation afforded. The
men are placed in long galleries with wards off them,
and all are clean and well ventilated. It was the grand
barracks for the Sultan’s troops; along the walls are
fixed large well-made racks for arms. As a barrack
ils arrangemenis are very good and deserve credit
It is the only good thing I have seen in Turkey. As
an Hospital it 15 as nearly perfect as can be imagined,
when its extent and hasty adoption for this purpose
is considered, However, unfortunately at present fever
I')_f a bad type has I1'|.:'||,[u_;';:,' appearance and has zar-
ried off many men. 1 did not see Miss Nightingale
herself, but 1 met several others of the “Sympa-
thizers™ as we call them. They all dress in plain black
woollen dresses with unbleached linen aprons and a
scarf across the shoulder from right to left, em-
broidered in red thread with the words “Scutari
Hospital,” it gives them gquite a martial uniform
appearance. They go about slip-shod, and very meck-
looking, but evidently proud of their offize, The
Medical Officers say they are very kind and do a
great deal of good, but are very much in the way.

It will be remembered that Miss Nightingale's
party did not arrive until November, 1854, If
the scenes of squalour, neglect and misery usu-
ally associated with the barrack hospital were
transformed within a few short weeks into the
exemplary establishment described by young
Dr. Taylor, Miss Nightingale must indeed have
been a fast worker.

The R.AMC. Historical Museum

The Director-General of the Pakistan Army
Medical Services, on behalf of the Pakistan
Army Medical Corps, has presented a plaque
of walnut wood beautifully carved with the
P.AM.C. badge. We all deeply appreciate this
comradely act. The badges of all the Corps
allied to the R.AM.C. are now on view,




We are grateful to Miss M. G. Walker, of
Lincoln, for a most interesting gift of various
personalia which belonged to her great-uncle,

A. H. Taylor, a voung Assistant Surgeon
attached to the Royal Horse Artillery at
Sebastopol. There are some beautiful pencil

sketches of his tent and other
folding camp mirror,

camp scenes, his
his thermometer, pocket
balances and also the badge and hackle from
his busby, belts and other articles of uniform.

Colonel Dunning has kindly sent the Union
Jack flown over his umit, the 2nd Lowland
Ficld Ambulance. It was the last flag to fly on

' Beach at the Dardanelles.

We have once agamn to acknowledge our
indebtedness to the Royal United Services In-
stitution, who have lent us the green silk camp
colour found by Sir John Rogers flying outside
the tent which had been occupied by Arabi
Pasha at Tel-el-Kebir. Our medal collection has

been greatly enriched by the addition of the
medals and decorations of Colonel A. E. C.
Keble, which include the C.B., CM.G., CB.E..

2.5.0., Order of St. John and the White Eagle
of Serbia; our grateful thanks for these 1s due
to Mrs. E. T. Martin, of MNetheravon,

Perhaps the most novel acquisition we have
received so far has been the film of the presen-
tation of Lieutenant-Colonel Martin-Leake’s
W.C. The opportunity for showing the picture
of this historic event to generations of young
soldiers we owe to Mr. Rose, who presides so
genially over the Globe Theatre (A.K.C.) at the
R.AM.C. Depot.

Assistant Survecon Egerfon Hale

Readers of our Autumn number will re-
member that we were able to publish the story
of Assistant Surgeon Egerton Hale's V.C.,

recently presented to the Officers” Mess at Mill-
bank. We are deeply indebted to Colonel G. (
Duggan, who has sent us a wvery full and
dramatic picture of the medical arrangements
at the Crimean War. He also sent a fragile
faded document which is best described in his
own words.

The letter which my grand-uncle wrote to his
parents and his two brothers on 10th September
must be somet h.:u.. unique, not merely because of its
first-hand descripiion of the attack of Bth September
but by reason of the fazt that in narrating the part
he plaved he was unwittingly describing deeds which
earned for him one of the first Victoria Crosses when
that award was instituted a vear later. Here is his
letter, written from the Camp of the Light Division,
which 50 far as I am aware has never previously been
published: :

“It i5 astonishing what a diference a few days, ves,
¢ven a few hours makes in men's prospects; in fact
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either way, and often alters them for the besi or the
contrary, and as frequently for the latter. 1 don’t
exacztly allude to myself but to the whole Army—I
have so much to say that I scarcely know where to

begin, but | will endeavour in & few words to des-
cribe to you the cveniful incidentis of the last few
days. By now you will know of what 1 intend to
speak but [ will mention what my regiment and
myse I had to do with it generally,

“On Friday night last Dr. Moorhead came in my

tent and said, “Well, Hale, are
pany the regiment LOmMOrrow
Of zourse 1 said 1 was,

vou ready to accom:
to storm the Redan?’
but 1 expected him to tell me
it was duty and not to rest merely on volunteering.
He said, 1\1!'\'_” then, you must go with the Repiment
tomorrow, the 2nd [dvision and 2nd Brigade of the
Light Division form the storming party, and this
Brigade, Tth, 23rd, 33rd and 34th Rifles, form the
reserve.” Good—now [ know what 1 have to do. At
O a.m. on Saturday, 8th September, we marched down
400 strong of this Regiment besides - officers, and
halted in the 3rd parallel—a heavy cannonade going
on. Im a few minutes, as it was arranged, the French
attacked the Malakoff, and in a few minutes '!-.-|1p_1:r
we saw the French flag waving over the Malakoff.
Crar storming party 2nd Division went at the Redan.
We were sitting down in the trench, the men had
been talking wvery loud amongst themselves, but
showers grape began to patter amongst us, and
then there was a silence. We were astonished to hear
the words, "Tih, forward,” (I had about 200 men with
stretzhers and two men to be with me with bags of
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lint. huulu.u ete.). Thén we marched up the
approach to the next parallel; the grape came among
us and wounded about a dozen. I was among them
and just the same exposed. Captain Hickie  was
wounded in the head; 1 had to dress all and by the
time I had finishcd the Regiment had got on some
distance. I ran on, the shot striking all round me
until 1 got into the advanced trench quite a mile
bevond the advanze in the April bombardment. There

Major Turner in a minute or two was struck down,
I dressed mim (hit on the head) and then part only
of the Regiment got over the parapet and rushed at
the Redan and then I had 1o dress men continually;

as many were wounded in the advanced sap where
we were as in the open ground, the row, the firing,
the bullets, shells and round shot was awful—I was

occupied until 6% pom. 1 acted at the last as & regular
officer for | brought up the stragglers in different
parts of the sap and keeping four saw the others go
off. Sergeant Fisher came to me and said, ‘There are
several of our men lving wounded outgide, [ will go
out and bring them in.' I went with him, and got at
the very top of the sap and called to some of our
men and got them to crawl in, but we had to carry
several of them im, [ then had them placed on
streichers and sent them off—all this tme the
Russians were firing showers of bullets on us, and
many a one struck the ground close to my head-
Brevet Col. Heyland had a ball right through the
lower part of his leg—Capt. Hibbert also wounded

Licut. Jones a grape shot on the chest which with-
out penetrating caused a great swelling causing him 1o
spit blood wvery copiowsly. Colt and Wright were
killed—Turner,* Heyvland,* Jones,* Hickie* and
Hibbert wounded. The four with a star by their
names were struck in the sap and about half of the
men also. We have about 30 killed and 50 wounded
—50 you may sce that 1 was exposed like all the rest.
I was the only Assigtant Surgeon who was exposed




as | was. Fair was in the advanced trench and two
more Assistant Surgeons in the Quarries—and there
were only four altogether regularly in the Assault
but only myself in the sap. Rendle, Assistant Surgeon
of 62nd. was in a little bunk a long way ofl instead
of being with his Regiment, and there he stuck all
day. You have no idea what it was—if I am spared
to come home then [ can spend hours in telling about
the #th September, and yvet we were defeated, The
storming party were driven bazk and then they called
upon the reserve. We did not expect to assault, but
ours and 23rd were ordered at it, and altho' we
could get in the Redan vet we could not hold it. for
below 1t the Russians swarmed like bees and fired
away wvery vigorously. When we were marching up
the hirst approach, a shell came right amongst us a
yard or two before me and knocked down three,
taking Lever's leg off and wounding two others. and
then burst. How I escaped I don't know but | prayed
to God before I went lo zause me o do my duty in
every semse, and I felt not the least afraid—at one
time there was a panic and the men came rushing
back, 1 Ill{‘ILIE.l'H now for a smash, | drew my sword
and thought T would sell my life as dearly as possible,
but Hope and 1 shouted ‘Steady men. steady’ and
that rallied them. Hope said afterwards to Marten
that he believed [ should have been the only man
left with Jones, he was lying on the ground and |
was cutting up his coat to get at his wound, and 1
remember calling to him -that 1 would defend and
stick to him and then the men rallied, but we were
driven back. During Saturday night the enems
evazuated the Redan and set the town on fire."

Infants in Arwis

Our Winter number of 1952 contained a
claim that Major A. A, Barton, R.AM.C.. was
the youngest of the “Old Contemptibles” and
the youngest soldier in the field during the
Great War. He enlisted at the age of fourteen
and three months: eight months later he was in
France as bugler in the 2nd Field Ambulance,
under the command of Colonel Mitchell and
went with them from Mons to Ypres. He was
not sent home until 1917, still under cighteen.
F'his has some current interest in view of the
fact thatr a section of the Press seem to urge
that it is unrcasonable that the National Service
soldier should be asked to serve his country in
any place where he is likely to run into amy
kind of danger—a view, we hasten to add.
emphatically repudiated by the men themselves.
Major Barton is now writing his reminiscences
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and we are grateful o the Old Contemprible
for permission to quote the following extract
from the first instalment:

I was fourteen vears old when the summer of [914
dawned upon us and, as have most bovs of tha age,
| had ideals and illusions., 1 was a good-for-nothing
little scamp out of barracks and away from the
watchful eye of Bugle Major Smith, a queer mixture
of a mischief-loving boy and a zealous pupil.

It was my ambition to be a hero but | realized
that I was too young and therefore must wait: but
I could at last see and know a hero. I had not long
to wanl, Soon after 1 enlisted I observed him march-
ing boldly on to the parade ground of MacGrigor
Barracks. Aldershot, hand<ome, over six feet tall. and
every inzh a soldier by his bearing, His Sam-Browne
belt and brown boots, polished to perfection, deeply
fascinated so young and admiring 3 recruil. He was
our Depot Sergeant-Major. George Collier. Yes!
Here was my hero. Some day [ would wear a belt
and boots polished like those, but it was many years
later that my ambitions were realized. A memory of
vV years ago., My hero! Our Depot Sergeant-
Major, George Collier, was, and still is, held in the
highest esieem by all who are privileged 1o know
him. Colonel Collier is mow in his seventy-fifth year

The hour was approaching £.30 on the morning of
I6th August and I was standing on the square at the
back of the Fire Station, Morth Camp, in full march-
ing order, waiting for the order to sound “Fall-in.™ Zero
hour arrived and we were soon drawn up in line,
officers commanding sectlons, who were mounted on
horses, taking up positions before their compantes. Our
horse-drawn ambulance wagons were formed up in
rear of the parade, my position was two paces on the
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right of Mo, 1 of the front rank. [ was overjoyved at
the thoughts of what was 1o come. A new station!
Mew surroundings! What a thrill for & bov a1 the
small age of fourteen wears! Colonel Mitchell, ou

Commanding Officer, joined the parade mounted on
his chestnut horse. He looked a fine specimen of
manhood. Inspections followed and them with great
seremony 1 was presented with two flags, the Union
Jack and the Red Cross, with instructions C
them high and proudly to the scene of the entrain-
ment. MNeedless to say orders were obeyed,

It was a warm summer’s morning, with gentle
brecze blowing, when my it left their mobilization
on, I distinctly he trouble | had with
the breeze blowing the two flags. 1 cared litile as ji
was certamnly a proud moment to be the third person
leading such a fine body of men. There was Major
Greenwood in front, on his horse, followed by our
Sergeant Major, also mounted, ind  them  mvself
marching proudly in my size fours. Stalf Sergeant
Percy (what a grand old man he is now in his seventy-
eighth year) was leading “A™ Section. He proved a
friend to me later in all difficulties and danger




FUER RETTUNG AUS GEFAHR
(FOR SAVING FROM DANGER)

AN unusual—in fact, a unique—ceremony took
place on Thursday, 12th January, 1956, at 29
Field Ambulance, Hildesheim, Germany, where
a National Service soldier of the R.A.M.C. was
presented with the Lebensrettungsmedaille, the
highest German civil award for bravery.

It was on 28th August, 1955, that Pte. Donald
Capel Goth, a non-swimmer, and under cir-
cumstances which might have daunted a strong
one, saved a married couple from drowning in
a roaring torrent of flood water.

At the time of the rescue, a severe and ex-
ceptional thunderstorm had flooded the valleys
near Eschershausen, and the Germans, a
middle-aged man and his wife, with their
motor-cycle, were swept off the road into a
raging torrent by the flood water.

Although they disappeared immediately, Pte.
Goth continued his search along the river bank
in the gathering darkness in appalling weather
conditions. Eventually his determination and
courage were rewarded and, although he can-
not swim, he plunged into the flood and
brought out the wife. Having laid her on high
ground, he then went back into the water to
bring out the husband, who was clinging to a
submerged fence post, completely exhausted.

He then brought them back over the flooded
fields to safety.

There is no doubt that, by his dogged per-
sistence and refusal to give in, Pte. Goth saved
both lives at no small risk to his own.

At a parade of 29 Field Ambulance, held
specially for the occasion, after the citation had
been read by the C.O., Lieut.-Colonel I. N
Threlfall, Pte. Goth was presented with the
medal by the Regierungs-Praesident, Dr. Suer-
mann, who said: “It is to me a great honour
and a great joy to be able to decorate, on behalf
of the Niedersaechsische Minister-Praesident, a
soldier of the British Army with the Remem-
brance Medal for the Recovery from Danger to
life.”

The presentation was followed by a short
address by the ADM.S., 11th Armoured Divi-
sion, Colonel W. M. Oxley, who said that the

Ple. Goth, R.AM.C., receives the highest (rerman
award for bravery g e

Pie. [, C, Goth (R.AMC), Mr. Vaughan (5.L.OL),
D, Suermann, Coloncl W, M. Duley, Dr. Haring.
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12th January was a memorable day for Pte.
Goth as he would never forget the day he re-
ceived this well-merited award; it was a signi-
cant day for the 29th Field Ambulance and for
the RAMC., as it was upon deeds of this
nature that the history and tradition of the
Corps had been built. He continued to say that
the day was also an important one for us all
as on such deeds is true international friend-
ship built; he hoped that Pte. Goth's heroism
would be a never-forgotten example for us all
to follow.

Dr. Suermann took the salute as the unit
marched past to the music of the band of the
Royal Berkshire Regiment.

After the parade, a short reception was held
in the Officers’ Mess for the many German
notables and press reporters, and officers from
the Garrison, at which Pte. Goth was the guest
of honour. Pte. Goth, who comes from Cumber-
land and has now returned to civil hife, 1s the
first member of the British Forces to have
received this award.

The event has been given a great deal of
publicity in the German press and it is felt that
local Anglo-German relations will greatly
benefit from it.




NINE DAYS’ WONDER

By CraupE HEywoon
(Late Sergeant, R.AM.C.)

I CAME home from the First World War in
1917 and after six weeks’ rest at Blackpoel 1
was sent for general duty to a hospital in the
south. This hospital was run by a dear old
Colonel who had spent most of his life in
India. He was a grand old boy as long as
everything went smoothly, but he had a perfect
horror of things going wrong.

You could always tell when the storm cones
were being hoisted, for he would come out of
his office and stand for long periods glowering
on the mat outside; when that happened it was
just a case of keeping out of sight.

We, attachments from overseas, were looked
upon as outsiders by the home service staff and
were not very successful in breaking the ice.
My own job was a fairly responsible one which
consisted in taking men discharged from the
Army and handing them over to wvarious
convalescent camps.

One fine morning I came round to collect
my patients and transfer documents to take to
a hospital near St. Albans,

I looked down the corridor and there was
the old man firmly planted on the mat. I quickly
doubled into the office, where Wind was
Vertical and the staff running around like cats
on hot bricks. A patient had been admitted
apparently suffering from a skin complaint
which the M.O. had later diagnosed as small-
pox. The old man reacted like an atom bomb
and at once ordered the Sergeant-Major to get
an ambulance and take the patient to the
Isolation Hospital.

In the meantime I had set off for St. Albans
with my patients, whom I duly handed over.
Having obtained a receipt, we started back for
home. Snow was on the ground and it was
bitterly cold. Now just near to Tring is a cosy
little pub, standing back off the road, where we
often used to call to obtain a spot of central
heating for our homeward journey. On this
occasion we were surprised to find another
ambulance waiting outside. 1 said to my two
pals, the driver and escort, “Bet your life that
15 the Sergeant-Major coming back from the
Isolation Hospital. Now for a spot of good
clean fun. Here’s five bob each. T will order
the first round of double rum hot, then each of
you will do the same. The SM. cannot very
well avoild standing his turn: that makes four

doubles and there should be interesting develop-
ments when he reports back to the Colonel.™

Everything went according to plan, but after
about half an hour I began to feel the heat and
went outside for a breath of fresh air. Outside
the frosty cold air hit me over the head as
though I had been pole-axed. I dimly saw some
ambulances in front of me and realized that I
should collapse on the ground if I could not
reach them. I just managed to clamber in at
the back, crawl on to a stretcher, and cover
myself with blankets before T became dead to
the warld.

For over an hour my companions scoured
the countryside trying to find me; they finally
gave 1t up as a bad job and drove home.

On arrival the S.M. reported to the Colonel
and was told to take the ambulance to the dis-
infector and stay with it until the vehicle and
all its contents had been thoroughly disinfected.
The M.C.0. in charge of disinfection was told
to get on with the job, the S5.M. meanwhile
withdrawing to the porch to have a quiet smoke
and to cogitate on the evening’s events.

The night was black as pitch when the
N.C.O. groped into the back of the ambulance.
The first thing he felt was a pair of boots!
Panic-striken, he rushed up to the 5.M. “Are
you quite sure you left the patient at the Isola-
tion Hospital?” he asked. With various verbal
embellishments, the S.M. assured him this was
50 and to his intense relief (having in mind his
evening's indiscretions at Tring) was able to
produce a receipt, duly signed. “Then you had
better come and see for yourself,” retorted the
N.C.O., for there was I, dead to the world,
snugly wrapped in a small-pox patient’s
blankets!

Now the S.M. was an Irishman and a good
Catholic and he prayed to St. Patrick and all
the 5aints as they hauled me out of the ambul-
ance, wrapped me in a clean blanket and put
me on another stretcher. T ey tried every trick
they knew in an effort to revive me, but I was
out to the wide.

They held a council of war and the outlook
was black indeed!

They could not then take me back to the
billet as this was right opposite the old man’s
house, where the lights were still burning as he
was waiting up for the final report. To take me




into the hospital would mean a report and
inquiry, so they covered me up and hoped for
the best until the lights went out to show the
Colonel had gone to bed.

The S.M. then went round to seek the advice
of a medical officer and brought him round to
view the body. He thought it likely that the hot
rum circulating around might have been too
much for the small-pox germs, and it was
decided to keep quiet about 1t and keep an eye
on me for the next nine days. Oh yes! they got
me to bed in my billet and undressed me, so |
am told, with the greatest care,

The next morning when 1 woke up about
seven o'clock my room mate said, “What were
you up to last night? They had the hell of a
job getting you into bed.” “My dear boy,” 1
replied, “1 have had a most peaceful sleep and
have not the slightest knowledge of anything
that happened last night.”

I got up, dressed and shaved and went to
breakfast, feeling on top of the world. As 1
entered the mess room I noticed the S.M. never
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took his eyes off me; he fixed me with a steady
gaze and never said a word, [ met him later on
outside the ward and, oddly enough, he asked
me how 1 felt. “Quite OK.”" 1 replied, and
murmuring “that’s fine,” off he went.

An hour or two later he was again asking
after my health, and went away breathing a
sigh of reliecf when 1 told him 1 was quite all
right. It is not usual for Sergeant-Majors to
take such deep concern over the health of the
troops, and my amazement grew as this curious
conversation was repeated every time we met
during the next nine days.

On the ninth day I reported to the S M. that
| proposed going sick that morning. He was
having his breakfast at the time and threw
down his knife and fork with the agonized cry,
“f knew it, I knew it; it was ftoo rood ro last.”

Completely mystified at this strange outburst,
[ quietly informed him that this was the morn-
ing when Captamn Bouer was going to remove
an ingrowing toe-nail which had been causing
me a deal of trouble.

EVENTS

IN previous years we have tried to give our readers a comprehensive review of the
various sporting and social events arranged for the summer months. This year
arrangements do not appear to be sufficiently advanced to permit of this and we are
compelled to confine ourselves to such imformation as we have been able to collect
by sending-in day.
RAM.C. and R.A.D.C.
Hre‘rfr.!f'.\'.rfﬂ}', 20tk Jurne
Heats, Corps Sports; R AM.C. and R.A.D.C. Swimming Gala at Aldershot District
Baths, Queen’s Avenue, at 6.30 p.m., followed by buffet supper for officers at
McGrigor Mess (uniform or dinner jackets). Applications for tickets to Hon.
Secretary, Swimming Gala, Depot and T.E., R AD.C., Connaught Barracks,
Aldershot.

Thursday, 21st June

R.AM.C, and R.A.D.C, Sports, Queen Elizabeth Barracks, 2 p.m. Applications and
inquiries to Sports Secretary, Queen Elizabeth Barracks (Tel. Fleet 971, Ext. 23)
Special buses from Aldershot Station, 2.5 and 2.15 p.m., returning from 5.45 p.m.
onwards. There is ample parking space for picnics. Light refreshments available
at lunch time.

Friday, 22nd June

R.AM.C. Officers” “At Home" at Headquarters’' Mess, Millbank (Regular Officers,
past and present, and families), 4 to 6 p.m. Tickets, for which there is no charge,
from Hon. Secretary, R.AM.C. Mess, Millbank, London, S.W.1. Morning dress
or lounge suit.

R.AM.C. Officers” Annual Dinner (Regular Officers, past and present), Royal College
of Surgeons, Lincoln’s Inn, 7.30 for 8 p.m. (evening dress with decorations or
dinner jackets with miniatures). Those wishing to dine together should notify the
Hon. Secretary. Applications for tickets with remittance of £1 10s. should be sent
to the Hon. Secretary, R.A.M.C. Mess, Millbank.
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Sunday, 24th June

Church Parades. Details of the parades at the R.A.M.C. Depot will be found under

“Association Notes.™

Cricket. RAMC. Depot v. RAM.C, Aldershot District, at Queen Elizabeth

Barracks.

Monday, 25th JTune

Summer Meeting, R.AM.C. Golfing Society and R.AM.C. Ladies’ Golfing Society.
Morning and afternoon rounds. Particulars from Major-General E. B. Marsh,
14 Orchard Rise, Kingston Hill, Surrey (Malden 8688), and Mrs. R. Murphy,
Hastings House, Tidworth, Hants (Tidworth 2246).

Tuesday, 26th June

Cricket. R.AM.C. v. United Hospitals at Queen Elizabeth Barracks.

Officers’ Ball at Officers’ Mess, Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, 9 p.m. Tickets from Hon
Secretary, R.AM.C. Officers’ Ball Committee, Keogh Barracks (evening dress,
dinner jacket or uniform). Open to all officers and their friends.

Friday, 13th July

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother will visit the R.A.M.C. Depot, when
it is hoped that she will have an opportunity of meeting a representative cross-

section of all ranks of the R.AMC

and families, Further details will be

announced through the usual administrative channels.

Q.ARANLC,

Wednesday, 20th June

E.AM.C. and R AD.C, Swimming Gala includes two events open to Q. AR AN.C,,
the Q.A. Swimming Challenge Cup, presented by Dame Anne Thompson for
the officers’ race, and the Q. A R.A N.C. Challenge Cup for other ranks.

P"r"{*.:.’m-.-.'r.fa}. 27th Tune

Corps Sports and Medforth Cup Tennis finals at the Depot and T.E., Q.A R.AN.C.

Sarurday, 30th June

Q.A.R.AN.C. Association Reunion at the Hyde Park Hotel.

SPORTS

'HE sixth Annual General Meeting of the
R.A.M.C. Sports Union was held last Novem-
ber. Since the formation in January, 1949, the
Union has proved a tremendous help in the
playing of our inter-company competitions. In
the major games, soccer and cricket, nearly all
R.AM.C. companies compete, and teams
travelling over fifty miles are helped financially
from Union funds. Before this only a few com-
panies entered outside the Southern Command.
Mow we have 13 Company (Cowglen) and 15
Company (Waringfield) as regular entries. Tt
therefore achieves its aim of promoting sport
within the Corps in the United Kingdom. It has
also raised the standard of Corps representative
teams and honoured our outstanding sportsmen
with the award of Corps Colours.
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To continue this good work, additional
financial help is necessary, and with this view
it was agreed at the Annual General Meeting
that all R.AM.C. Officers serving in UK.
would contribute 1s. per month and W.0s. and
Sergeants 6d. per month; the Corporals and
Privates at 2d. per month from P.R.I. funds.
The extra funds will give the Sports Union a
good working margin, and it is hoped to
extend financial help to all companies who
have to travel in these competitions.

Aszsociation Foothall

In the Army Cup Competition, No. 1 Com-
pany, Aldershot, and the Depot R.A M.C. were
the only entries from the R.AM.C. units, Nb.
1 Company won their first round and then fell




in the second round. The Depot lost to the
R.APC. in the third round. A few years ago
we had five teams competing in the Army
Cup—namely, R.AM.C., Aldershot District;
R.AMC., London District; No. 19 Company,
Chester; No. 15 Company, Warnngficld; and
the Depot. We should like to see a similar
- number of entries in 1956-7. For the record,
R.A.M.C., London District, reached the fourth
round in 1951.

The Harwood and Irvine Cups are again
producing keen competition between com-
panies. The finalists in the Irvine Cup are H.Q.
Company, Depot RAMC. and No. 1 Com-
pany, R.AM.C. The Harwood Cup has now
reached the Zone final stage.

Rughy

As previously recorded in stop press last
issue, the Depot lost in the fifth round of the
Army Cup to 32 Assault Bn., R.E., by & points
to six. It came as a big shock to our team (the
holders), who were well tipped to retain the
trophy, and we had great hopes of doing it
again.

[nter-Corps Rugby: R.AMC, 38 pis.;
R.ASC. 5 pts.; RAMC. 11 pts., R.AOLC,
3 pts.

The following represented the R.AMUC,
U.K.: Cpl. Rumney, Sgt. Regan, Pte. Broatch,
Pte. Hunt, Capt. Sullivan, Capt. Maeckelberghe,
Lieut. Campbell, Pte. Carter, Lieut. Fairweather,
Licut. Robbie, 2/Lieut. Scott, Capt. Crossley,
Lieut. Lewis, Sgt. Wakeford and Sgt. James.

We congratulate Lieut. N. M. Campbell on
being seclected to play for Scotland wversus
France and again versus Wales.

Hockey

The Depot team entered the Army Cup and
was beaten in the second round. They are doing
well in the Aldershot District Cup and we hope
to record good progress in our next issue. The
Marrable Cup was not competed for this season
as the number of entries was too small to justify
a competition. We do hope companies will
endeavour to encourage and facilitate the play-
ing of this sport and so help us to run the
competition next season.

Cross-Country Running

The Depot team won the Aldershot District
Cross-Country Championships from a field of
24 teams, and now go forward to the Southern
Command Championships.
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Cricket

At the Annual General Meeting it was agreed
that the Bostock Cup Competition will now be
decided on one innings of 35 overs each team.
This should speed up the completion of matches
and ensure a result at the first meeting, provid-
ing the weather is favourable.

Note

In the past, Sports Review has been mainly
confined to the sporting activities of the respec-
tive RAMC., RADC. and QA.RANC.
Depots.

It is brought to your notice that this column
is open to all Medical Services Units at home
and overseas, and we would gladly welcome
news of Corps interest.

Sport in the Army

We are grateful to General Sir George
Erskine, G.C.B., K.BE., D5.0. ADC. who
has kindly allowed us to quote from a lefter he
recently circulated on this much discussed topic,
and are sure that this news, so cogently put
forward, will find an echo in the minds of our
readers.

“I should hike to make clear my attitude to
sport s0 that in this Command we can follow
a genéral policy.

“The Army has always encouraged sport of
all kinds because it provides good and healthy
exercise and is a welcome relaxation. Different
forms of sport have their different virtues and
we should not favour one sport more than an-
other, although individual forms of sport can-
not expect the same official support as team
events,

“1 like to see people play hard and be skilful.
We shall not get a high standard unless we
encourage the first-class player and the skilled
performer. This is not professionalism but com-
mon sense. At the same time I want as many
people as possible to take part in games. in-
cluding those that are of somewhat long dura-
tion such as cricket, and not just watch. I am
not interested in units whose aim is only to
produce a team of gladiators. Well organized
games for all is the hall mark of a well-run
unit. Youngsters must be taught and a high
standard of performance and real enthusiasm
must be the aim. It is perfectly right to be a
good loser, but 1t 15 better to be a good winner,
and it is important that we should encourage
a desire and determination to win—that is good
military training.

“MNo Commanding Officer should feel he is




doing anything unmilitary or wrong in giving
concessions to assist those who are chosen to
represent their Regiment, District, Command or
the Army. There are few exercises or parades
which will suffer by the absence of a few indi-
viduals. At the same time ‘concessions’ will
not cover drafting. It is quite wrong that any
soldier should avoid his fair share of overseas
service because he is required to ‘pack’ a team.

*“I want Rifle Shooting in the competitive
field looked upon as a sport. I hope that as
many as possible will enter for the wvarious
ALR.A. central and decentralized events. Field
sports which are more the province of the
officer are to be encouraged. Expense places
some limit on these, but often co-operative
efforts can lighten the expense. Young officers
should be encouraged to shoot and be taught
to be safe shots by those who know how to
handle a gun. Those who like to have their fun
with a horse also have my encouragement,

“The opportunities for sport in the Army are
immense and I want to see them used to the
full.™”

LATE NEWS
Rucey

Corps Marches—REM.E., 5 ps; EAMC., 0
R.AM.C, 11 pts.; R.AO.C.. 3 pts.

Southern Command Cup, final:
pts; 32 Asst. Bn, R.E., 0,

Aldershot Districe Cup, final: E.AM.C, Depot, 22
pts.; 2 Trg. Bn. RAS.C,, 3 pts,

Harris Cup, final: “F" Company, R.AM.C. Depot,
17 pts.; No. 12 Company, 3 pts
ASSOCIATION

Corps Maich: RAMC, 3; REM.E.. 0.

Harwood Cup, final : Mo, | Company, 2: MNo. 4 Com-
pany, 1.

Irvine Cup, final: H.Q). Company, R.AM.C. Depot,
4; MNo. | Compaay, 1.
Boxmng

Bateman Cup, fingl: “D" Company, R.AM.C,
Depot, 17 pts.; HQ. Company, R.AM.C, Depot, 16
pis.
Individual Championships—PRantam: Pte. Lynch,
F" Company. Fearther: Pte. Woodburn, 15 Company,
Light: Pte. Ward, “B" Company. Light welter: Cpl.
Hignett, 4 Company, Welter: Pte. Booker, H.Q. Com-
pany. Light Middle: Pte. Gormley, “C" Company.
Middle : Pte. Lee, 4 Company. Lipht Heavy: Cpl, King,
H.Q. Company. Heavy: Pte. Carnie, “C" Company.
HoCKEY

Corps March: RAOC.,2: RAMC. 2.

R.A.M.C. Depot, 3

THE AMAZING CASE OF SERGEANT SHEARER

There must be many veterans of the First World War who can remember wild rumours flving
around concerning the amazing R.AMC. Serpeant who succeeded in bamboozling Army
commanders and consulting surgeons purely from devilment and with no idea of financial
gain. Cne story told how he managed to inject a siiff dose of strychnine into hiz rabbits jiust before
their final run into his death ray. Another was thar his final downfall began when a beautiful
X-ray picture of a cerebral tumour was recopnized as an illustration from Rose and Carless's
“Surgery.” We are most grateful 1o Colonel Charles, who at long lase is able 1o tell us the true
story at first hand,

[ SUPPOSE the Shearer Case was one of the
most fantastic hoaxes that have ever been
perpetrated. Fantastic, because of the very
simplicity of the deception which only suc-
ceeded, to a point, due to the incredible and
very naive gullibility of some of the principals
concerned.

he affair occurred at 21 C.CS. situated
near Corbie on the Somme, in the years 1916-
17. The 0O.C. was Lieut.-Colonel R. W.
Clements, the Surgeon Capt. Bell, and the
Quartermaster, Capt. Jackson. I was acting as
Company Officer as well as Dental Officer.

The Somme push was over and our C.CS.
was by then well behind the lines, and dealing
mostly with sick cases.

We had one surgical ward, which was in the
circumstances a model, due to the quiet effic-
iency of the wardmaster, a Sgt. Shearer. He
was supposed to be Canadian; quiet, very un-
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assuming, most intellipent in conversation and,
as I said above, very efficient.

One day he asked the C.0O. if he could take
some X-ray photographs, a rather surprising
request as we had no X-ray apparatus.

The C.0. said he did not mind what he did
as long as it did not cost the public any money
and did not inconvenience the patients. Sgt.
Shearer replied that all he wanted was an EP.
tent in the grounds just behind the Surgical

fard. Colonel Clements gave permission for
the tent, but said he was not going to have
patients carted about the grounds, especially in
cold weather. Sgt. Shearer, however, assured the
Colonel that this would not be necessary as he
would take the photos by wireless.

I knew Colonel Clements very well, and had
a great admiration for his efficiency and a keen
appreciation of his delightful Irish wit. I am
certain that he thought Shearer was quite




“balmy,” but he was a first-class wardmaster,
well above the average, and as long as he con-
tinued as such, Colonel Clements was willing
to humour any idiosyncrasies, and so the tent
was erected.

We had almost forgotten about this craze,
when one day Shearer asked Capt. Bell if he
could take an X-ray of a patient who was
admitted with query brain abscess.

Here 1 would explain that Capt. Bell, our
surgeon, was a real dour Scot, a man of very
definite opinions, which he mostly kept to him-
self. Throughout the whole period 1T never
heard him express any opinion on the Shearer
episode. 1 gained the impression that, as long
as it did not interfere with his surgical work,
as long as Shearer carried out his ward duties
efficiently, Bell took no interest in the affair.

Permission was given.

Mow it was a curious fact that, in all cases,
we were never shown a negative, but a positive,
which had the appearance of a pastel drawing.
The resultant photo was a fairly accurate re-
presentation of the actual condition as dis-
covered after operation. The next case was one
of guery appendix, and again the resultant
photo was a very accurate presentation of the
situation,

By this time the Consultant Surgeon to the
Army. Sir Antony Bowlby, had become inter-
ested and he gave considerable encouragement
to further experiments.

One may well imagine that the claims made
by Sgt. Shearer were of such a nature that
speculation was rife as to future developments.
Case succeeded case, and in the progress the
enthusiasm of Sir Antony Bowlby increased.

By this time news of this wonderful invention
had spread beyond the confines of the C.C.5.
and had reached French Medical Headquarters

Frequent visits were paid to the C.C.S. by
French Medical Officers. I gather that they were
somewhat sceptical and thought that Shearer
Was a spy.

By this time Shearer’s influence in ligher
circles was being felt, and this was well illus-
trated by his request that the French should be
asked to discontinue their visits as they inter-
fered with his work. The request was -mmtul
and the visits ceased. The French authorities
had. however, taken the matter up with their
G.H.Q., insisting that Shearer was a spy. As a
result one of our few Armoured Car Columns
was sent down and patrolled in the vicimity of
the Hospital for some time, but with negative
results,

Shearer’s next move was more dramatic. One
morning he approached the Quartermaster and
showed him a photo of those aeroplanes at the
tail of a Zeppelin. He said he had taken it the
night before. The Quartermaster took the photo
straight to the Colonel. He decided that this

/a5 quite out of his line and sent it on (o Army
H.Q.

Then the wires did begin to hum and to
some purpose. It happened that, on the night
in question, a Zeppelin had passed over Corbie,
escorted by aircraft. The route was an unusual
one and had puzzled the Staff; they doubted
the accuracy of the information. Shearer had
provided the proof.

We were soon invaded by Staff Officers of
all descriptions, and what had been regarded as
a matter of medical interest only became a
subject of first-class military importance.

It was then decided that Shearer should be
sent home to patent his invention and. on his
return, he was gazetted Captain,

The next step was even more dramatic.

Shearer invented a death ray which was
demonstrated to several important people. The
victims were usually rabbits. This gave rise to
considerable argument. Should Shearer be
allowed to develop his “great medical inven-
tion,” or should he elaborate his death ray? 1
heard many senior officers who visited the
C.C.S. declare that in three months we would
eliminate the Germans and without a shot be-
ing fired, so u:ph had Shearer impressed
people with his “discoveries.” The end result
was that the Medical Services gracefully gave
way in favour of the more potent military
weapon of the death ray.

Intelligence now moved in and an officer was
attached to the C.C.5. to work with Shearer.

For the following development of the case
I am indebted to the late Colonel E. W.
Clements. the C.0. at the time, who gave me a
very full account of the subsequent history. A
laboratory was set up in a temporary building
at St. Pol.

Ome must not assume that the whole Medical
Service fell for Shearer: far from it. There was
most pungent criticism from the Base. This
grew so strong that it was eventually decided to
take the matter up with Scotland Yard.

It must be remembered that, apart from the
rank of Temporary Captain, Shearer had made
no financial gain, nor had he asked for any
reward. It would scem that he was working
purely for fame—or was it notoriety?




Faced with these facts, Scotland Yard said it
might be one of three people with the type of
mentality capable of carrying out such an
elaborate hoax, purely for the sake of notoriety.
On their photos being shown, Shearer was re-
cognized as one of them. Consequently an In-
spector from Scotland Yard came out to St
Pol and was attached to the Hospital as Medical
Orderly so as to observe Shearer without
rousing any suspicion.

In the meantime arrangements had been
made for Sir Douglas Haig to see a demonstra-
tion of the “death ray.” This was to be at 1.30
p.m. on a fixed day. The Commander-in-Chief
was delayed en route and did not arrive till
much later. The rabbit, however, died at 1.30
p.m.

Shearer was subsequently placed under arrest,
court-martialled and sentenced to two years’
imprisonment (I am not quite certain of the
period). It was, however, reduced to six months.
I heard that later, on release. he went into the
infantry and was killed in action.

What, then, was this wonderful invention?
The apparatus consisted solely of an old record-
ing instrument of the cylinder variety. This was
suitably elaborated to increase the deception.

I do not attempt to give any further explana-
tion, but would remind anyone who scoffs at
those who believed in Shearer that often the
simpler the hoax, the greater the fallibility. For
comparison we may well remember the Russian
reinforcements that passed through England
with snow on their baots.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that we qecord the following
deaths in the Army Medical Services.

ANDERSOMN.—Licut.-Colonel Robert Alex Anderson
died at the King George V Hospital, Durban, on 2nd
April, 1955. He retired in 1946 and settled in South
Africa in 1950, He was Medical Officer of Health for
Pinetown and Westville, Durban, until a few weeks
before his death. We extend our sympathy to his
widow.

BULL—On 24th January, 1956, Lieut-Colonel
Charles Fdward Bull, OB.E., DICM., MSM.,
R.AMC. (retired). Lieut.-Colonel Bull was born on
4th September, 1890, and enlisted in the RAMC. al
the ape of 14 years and 11 months. He came on
man’s service afier three years as a bugler. He became
a Sergeant-Major during the Great War, when he was
for three years Chief Clerk to the D.M.S., Fourth
Army. He was commissioned as Quartermaster in
1933,

In the First World War he was with the B.E.F. in
a field ambulance on 18th August, 1914, and remained
on active service abroad until 1919, He served in
India in 1925 and 1926 and later, in 1933, in Egypt.
It was from here he was recalled by General Hartigan
in 1936 for a special appointment at the War Office
All his service be was a well-known and greatly be
loved figure both at work and at play. He was a
qualified instruztor in physical training and a sprinter
in his vounger days. His prowess as a football referee
iz well known. He became a Licut-Colonel in 1946
and retired on account of disability in 1952:

In addition to the O.B.E., D.C.M., the M.S5M..
the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal and his
war medals, he was an officer (brother) of the Order
of 5t. John of Jerusalem and held the French
wMedaille d'Honneur avec Glaives en Argent, and the
Croix Militaire (premiere classe) of Belgium, and had
heen mentioned in despatzhes.

Lieut.-General Sir Alexander Hood, G.B.E., K.C.B.,
M.D., F.R.CP., FE.R.CS5, writes:

“The news of the death of Lieut-Colonel Charles

a1

Bull will bring 1o many who served with him in the
Corps a deep sense of personal loss, In his younger
days a well-known sportsman and later a referee, his
alert dapper figure on the field was familiar to the

Lieut.-Colonel C. E. Bull, O.B.E., D.C.M.




Corps. Later, as personal Assistant to a succession of
Diirectors-General during the vyears preceding the
last war and throughout its duration, he became one
of the best known officers in the Corps. He was my
personal assistant for over six years and no one could
have had a more loval or wiser counsellor. Mo task
was too small or too big for him to undertake if it
helped the work in hand, the Corps, or the DJG. His
knowledge of the ways of the War Office was devious
and extensive and, including, as it did, its personal-
ities and subterranean channels, gquite invaluable,
Punctual, suave and tactful, with a keen sense of
humour, he was entirely devoted to the Corps, its
work and its welfare. S0 has passed a very gallant
officer and a good friend, mourned and regretted but
never forgotten.”

Meil Cantlie, K.C.B.

From Lieut-General Sir

E.B.E., ML, F.RCS.:

“In the death after a long illness of Lieut.-Colonel
Charles Bull the Corps has lost an officer of out-
standing character and ability. He was my personal
assistant when I was Director-General from 1948 to
1952, and had acted beforchand in the same capacity
to Licut=Cieneral Sir Alexander Hood. Bull had a
great store of knowledge for procedure and adminis-
tration, and when I came to the War Office for the
first time his experience and advice were of great
assistance to me and helped me to avoid the pitfalis
into which otherwise 1 might have fallen. The correzt
wording for a telegram of birthday wishes to our
Colonel-in-Chief; the occasions on which to attend
the meetings of the Army Council: the procedure to
approach the Secretary of State; the correct way to
wear an order or decoration; on such matters as these
Charlie Bull knew all the answers. But much more
than this, Bull, with his long experience in the War
Office, gave sound advice on matters of general policy.
He azcompanied me on a tour of inspection in
Germany and he was a genial and cheerful companion
who looked after my interests with a jealous eye.

“Although we had mnever mer until | became
Director-General, I know that in his vouth Bull was
a greal footballer and sportsman and was a member
of the Corps team which in 1919-20, 1920-21 won the
Army Cup. [ know others will be able to speak about
these earlier davs much better than I can,

“At Corps gatherings and dinners Charlie Bull was
a popular and well-loved figure, I think there were
very few of the officers’ dinners which he failed to
attend. Slim and upright, he was always immaculately
turned out and it was a pleasure to see him on these
occasions.

“He loved the Corps and its traditions, and I can
give no greater praise than to say heé was a worthy
representative of the best tvpe of non-medical officer.

“I have lost a personal friend and the Corps an
outstanding and respected officer.

“Our deepest sympathy will go out to Mrs. Bull
and her family in their great loss™

From Major J. Ford, RAMC, (retired):

“By the passing of Charles Bull the Corps has lost
one of its great characters. His long period of service
at the War Office, as P.A. 10 the Director-General,
brought him in touch with most of the officers of the
Corps, and his name was legend to pre-war soldiers.
He had an earnest, fearless and enthusiastic mind for
the job in hand. giving of his best at all times. An
Army football referee, he served on the Council of
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Army Referees for some years. Those of us who
knew him personally were shocked when we first
heard of the tragiz illness which was the beginning of
the final chapter of his life, for it was hard o imagine
that such an alert and active person should, 50 soon
after his leaving the Corps, be unable to enjoy the
peaceful retirement he so richly deserved, Our
sympathy goes to his widow and family.”

FOSTER.—On 13th Janu: 1956, at the Queen
Alexandra Military Hospital, Lieut.-Colonel John
George Foster, O.B.E, M.B., R.AMC. (retired).

He was born in Athlone on 30th May, 1872, and
qualified in Dublin in 1896. He was commissioned in
the R.A.M.C. in April, 1900, and retired in 1927,

He saw service in the South African War 19H)-
192, and took part in operations in Cape Colony,
Orange River Colony and Transvaal, receiving the
Queen's Medal with three clasps and the King's
Medal with two clasps.

During the Great War he was in Mesopotamia
from 1914 until 1921, including the battle of Shaiba
(12th-14th April, 1915).
~ He was three times mentioned in despatches, twice
in 1916 and once in 1920, He was given the breve
rank of Licutenant-Colonel in 1916 and awarded the
O.B.E. in 1919, He became an officer of the Order of
St John in 1930

Licut.-Colonel J. G. Foster, O.B.E., M.B.




The name of “Daddy™ Foster has for generations
been known and loved among all ranks of the
R.AMC. He was one of those rare characters who
become a legend dunng their own hfetime, and it is
probably true lo say that his greatest work was
accomplished after his years on the active list were
Over

It was in 1929 that he wok over from Colonel
Knaggs the secretaryship of our various RAMC
charitable funds, and he carried on this work for 19
yvears until he was forced by ill health 1o retire.
During the Second World War, no amount of bombs
or doodle-bugs could prevent his daily visit to the
office, and a measure of the high esteem in which he
was held was shown by the fact that on his retirement
the late Sir Percy Tomlinson, then Colonel Com-
mandant, oblained the signatures of every living
medical general (there were about sixty of them) and
had them inscribed on a presentation silver salver.
He was a great expert in mulitary medals and de-zora-
nons, especially those won by men of his own Service.
Many cases on the walls of the RAM.C. Mess at
Millbank testify to his generosity, and he recently
presented his magnificent private collection to the
R.AM.C. Historical Museum,

In generations to come his name is likely to be
perpztuated as the author of “Foster’s Roll.” The
Army Medizal Service is almost certainly unique in
possessing a nominal roll (with biographical details)
of Army doctors from 1660 onwards: Colopel
Peterkin's Roll (1660-1727), Colonel Johnston's Roll
(1727-1898) and Colonel Foster’s Roll (1898-1933). A
glance through Colonel Foster’s manuscripls shows
the monumental amount of work he did in compiling
the roll. entailing as it does closely following the life
history of every R.A.M.C. officer, serving or retired,
until his death,

For those of the older generation it is difficult to
think of our corps without Colonel Foster in the
bazkground, always ready to help out of his wvast
i . but no tribute that we can pay can match
zteristic and gracious gesture of our Colonel-
in-Chief, who summoned him to a special audience at
Buckingram Palace to thank him on behalf of all

ranks of the Corps and their families for the
magnificent work he had done.

KIMG.—At Malpas, Cheshire, on Friday, 13th
January., 1956, Mr, Henry Allen King ex-W.0..

R.A.D.C., age 46, was tragically killed when his car
collided with a lorry.

“Akker.” as he was affectionately known., was a
native of Sandown, Isle of Wight, and served for 235
years in the RA.DC

He was keenly interested in amateur dramatics.
Before faking over the Vaults at Malpas he was
landlord of the White Hart at Ellesmere.

Deepest sympathy 15 extended to his wife, Agnes,
and his sons,

LUCAS.—On 5th February, 1956, at Leeds Infirmary,
Brigadizr Reginald Hutzhinson Lucas, C.B.E. M.

(retired), of Canterbury.
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Brigadier Lucas left the R.AM.C. some 25 years
ago and settled in Canterbury, where, a friend writes,
he soon proved himself the perfect family doctor, He
was awarded the O.B.E. and M.C. in the First World
War; he returmed fo the Army in the Second World
War, being awarded the C.B.E.

POWER.—At Windsor
Colonel Pierce Power,
R.AM.C, (retired).

The elder son of the late Francis Hodder Power, of
Roskeen Mallow, County Cork, Colonel Power studied
at Queen's College, Cork, and qualified at the Royal
University of Ireland in 1904, He joined the R.AM.C.
the following year. A large part of his service was spent
abroad. He was in Jamaica at the time of the great
carthquake of 1907, He did two tours in India, where
he held many important appointments during the First
World War. He later served in the Army of the Rhine
and was promoted Colonel in 1935,

He retired in 1936 and was almost at once re-
employed in medical charge of the Guards at Windsor.
This appointment he held almost continuously until
1954 and for many periods he was employed as Officer
Commanding the Household Cavalry Hospital at
Windsor,

He was in every sense a fine sportsman, a first-class
horseman, a good shot and a keen fisherman, and our
sincere sympathy goes out to his widow,

on l6th

February,
M.EB.,

B.Ch, B.AO,

1956,
late

STROUD.—Major John Patrick Stroed, M.BE.
R.A.M.C., who died in London on- 23rd January,
1936, was born in Halifax, Yorkshire, on 9th June,
1904. He joined the R.AM.C. in October, 1919, and
served in the ranks until being commissioned in
Tanuary, 1940

We have received the following appreciation from
Colonel 1. H. J. Crosse:

“When one meets the tradition of three generations
in the Corps, coupled with energy, wvitality and a
knack of making friends wherever he went. you have
an officer who is out of the ordinary. Such a man was

Jack Stroud. Many will recall his distinguished
miulitary career, what he did and how well his
M.B.E. was deserved, and of his hortizultural plans

on retirement, but in reciting these bare bones from
the Army Gradation List one is apt to lose sight of
the tremendous character of Jack Stroud that we all
know and of the many other reasons which made him
such a valued friend of us all.”

We extend our sympathy to his widow, his daughter,
his son serving with the R A F, and to his brother still
serving in the Corps.

SCOTT WILLIAMS.—On 10th January., 1956, Mujor
Augustus Scott Williams, D.S.0,, R.AM.C. (retired),
aged 77.

YORKE—On 9h January, 1956, Major Harold

Yorke, M.C., E.AMC. (retired).




NOTES FROM THE STATIONS

R.A.M.C. Depot

ALTHOUGH the year 15 yet young, we are
already turning our thoughts actively to Corps
Week and Corps Sports. We hope we shall see
the usual bumper numbers of friends among
both those still serving and our ex-service
comrades. We ask that they make particular
note of the various function dates published
in this issue and engage them in their diaries
now,

We refrain from boring readers with details
of our Christmas parties, etc., which are now
history rather than news, but one feature of all
our social gatherings which always gives us
pleasure is the visiting by ex-service friends.
They vary from retired long-service officers and
M.C.Os. to the stll quite young ex-national
service M.C.Os. and men.

We are glad to say our Amaleur Dramatic
Society still flourishes, and in December they
treated us to “Shop at Sly Corner,” a three act
thriller by Edward Percy. W.0.I Croft was ex-
cellent as Descius Heiss, the antique dealer who
was blackmailed by Archie Fellows, played by
Cpl. Holdsworth, who was eventually murdered
by his victim. Sgt. Roost took the role of
Corder Morris, a burglar, and Robert Graham
the doctor, and Heiss's daughter was well
played by Pte. Baker.

Mrs. Katherine Tilly as Heiss's sister, Mrs.
Edith Dickason as the voluble ever-ailing char,
Mrs. Pat Lane as Joan Deal and Miss Ruby
Silburn as Margaret Heiss, all gave an excellent
performance in characters not easy to portray.

The play was produced by Major Cargill and
Pte. Gordon. 2/ Lieut. Forster arranged the very
excellent stage set and decor.

It was an excellent performance which went
through smoothly under the stage arrangement
of Q.M.S1. Dickason, AP T.C.

Another item of Depot pastimes which
proved most popular was an Indoor Hockey
League, organized by Major Scott with the
assistance of his Orderly Room Clerks. It was
a weekly session in evenings. The games were
only six minutes each way, and this appeared
quite enough to produce a good warming up
even on a cold evening. It is a fast and vigorous
game, with simple rules, and anyone can soon
get in the game. H.Q. Company eventually won
the cup, which was presented by Mrs. Benson.

Any unit who has a gym or large floor space,
can borrow a few hockey sticks, make a puck
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and a couple of goal nets, and rig up a bound-
ary of forms or boxes, can derive great benefit
at no expense.

We are playing plenty of soccer and rughy
even if we are out of the Cup fixtures, and our
hockey team is going strong. We still run inter-
company soccer. Almost everyone has to turn
out when the two opposing companies each
turn out seven teams at once in a ding-dong
battle of half-hour each way. Some can play
soccer, some cannot, but they must all have a
go. There is keen competition for the League
Shield.

Our cross-country team is doing as well if
not better than any of our sporting teams again
this year. They brought home the Aldershot
District Large Units Shield in January, when
they romped home to an easy win by only 111
points against the second team with 273 points.
They go forward into the Command Champion-
ship as we submit this article. We hope the
stop press item will announce a victory, and we
may e¢ven yet have an Army Cup again this
year.

Depot and Training
Istablishment R. A, D.C,

SINCE we last appeared in print the main item
of news has been our inaugural Annual Rifle
Meeting. This was a great success and., con-
sidering the adverse weather conditions, some
excellent scores were returned. The chief prize,
a silver bowl kindly presented for annual
competition by Colonel W. B. Purnell, late
R.A.D.C., was won by Cpl. Chowne. The other
results were; Officers; 1st, Major Mackie;
2nd, Licut. Jefferson. W.Os. and Sergeants:
Ist, 5./Sgt. Hopton: 2nd, Sgt. Bramley. Rank
and File: lst, Pte. Burton; 2Znd, Pte. Dumbrell.
E.R.E. Personnel: 1st, L./Cpl. Brooks, A.C.C.;
ind, Cpl. Connelly. A. and S.H. Recruits: Pie.
Chapman.

The following officers have passed through
the Depaot during the past few months: Colonel
E. C. Irish to Singapore; Lieut.-Colonel D. V.,
Taylor to Hong Kong:; Lieut.-Colonel K.
Howse from Hong Kong, Lieut.-Colonel J. E.
Maywhort from Tripoli, Lieut.-Colonel B. E.
firench from B.T.A., due for East Afnca;
Colonel H. L. Foulkes-Roberts to Cyprus: and
Major E. 5. Foster to N.A.G.




This season we have been fortunate in being
able to field two soccer teams each Wednesday
with a reasonable prospect of success. In the
Harwood Cup we met 23 Parachute Field
Ambulance and. after an exciting game, lost
by the odd goal in nine. No. | Company,
R.AMC.. were our opponents in the Irvine
Cup. In this match enough goals were scored
to satisfy even the touch-line critics, but here
again we lost a hard-fought game by 6—35.

This is the first year the unit has taken part
in competitive table tennis. Our team pot off to
an excellent start and so far is unbeaten, In
addition to heading our section of the league,
we have reached the final of the Inter-Unit
Knockout Competition and the semi-finals of
the Aldershot and District Tournament.

Another Dental Hygienists® Course has been
brought to a successful conclusion. At an exam-
ination attended by Ministry of Health obser-
vers, Cpls. Pursey and Elson, Q.A.R.AN.C.,

were awarded the Ministry’s Diploma. We
congratulate both these MN.C.Os. on  ther
SUCCEss.

On the social side the Sergeants’ Mess

Christmas Dance was well patronized. It was
pleasing to see so many of our RAM.C
friends among the guesis and to have the
opportunity of talking over old times with the
many retired stalwarts of the R.A.DUXC. who
never fail to attend this popular function.

BN TS A B A D

BY now it is hoped the mysterious abbrevia-
tion is meaningful—to those still in doubt the
correct interpretation 18 as follows: Preliminary
Murse Training School

Since October, 1955, Q.A.R.AN.C. recruits
have begn posted to this School on completion
of two weeks' Basic Military Training at the
Depot, Q.A.R.AN.C., Hindhead.

The Educational and Prelimmary Nurse
[maining covers a period of ten weeks and
training in both spheres runs concurrently.

The School i1s situated on Thornhill and
occupies the former Isolation Hospital. The
transition period is nearing completion and we
are now able to reap the benefits of Central
Heating. and say a fond farewell to the coke
fumes of the Depot.

The standard of work 15 already proving that
the best use is being made of the equipment
and study facilities available. Even the presence
of “Mrs. Smith,” our lifelike dummy in the
Model Ward, and the strip lighting over the
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display panels in the Education Centre’s Infor-
mation Room are now accepted facts,

We have been fortunate in receiving a
generous donation from the Nuffield Trust
which has provided a well-furnished sitting
room and lightened the burden of *interior
economy.”

Mumerous visitors have expressed their
whole-hearted approval of the living quarters
and conditions generally. It is hoped that their
visits will show dividends in future recruiting
to the Corps.

Army Medical Equipment
Depot, Ludgershall

A BONFIRE and fireworks display was held
on Guy Fawkes' night for the children of the
Families, and this was followed by a Social
Evening and Dance. A Church Parade was held
on Remembrance Day.

Since the last edition of the Macazing, Capt.
R. J. Green has lefi for C.M.E.D., Woolwich;
Licut. D. McTighe for Hong Kong; Sgt.
B. D. E. Jones for Nairobi; and Sgt. E. C.
Howes for CM.E.D., BA.O.R. Capt. J. Burke
and Licut. T. E. C. Bull have joined us.

The football season is well under way and
the unit team, under the able supervision of
Capt. Green and 5./Sgt. Haining, are making
a name for themselves in the local competi-
tions, and at the moment are lving third in the
Andover Dustrict League. Dhvision TII. At
rughy a combined team of AME.D. and 20
Company, R.AM.C., are doing very well,
having lost only one match this season.

Colchester

WE warmly welcome our latest arrivals, S./5gt.
Murphy and Sgt. Peel, and wish the very best
of luck to 5./Sgt. Annison and Sgt. Denby on
posting.

Our Christmas festivities went off to a fine
start with an excellent show given by our unit
concert party, All credit to Cpls. Newman,
Jones and Barton, Ptes. Agombar, Pashler and
Williams for their efforts in putting up such a
fine performance. This was followed by the
ever-popular children’s party, and who else
could play the part of Father Christmas so well
as that untiring personality OQM.5. Ted
Doughty. On Christmas morning the Hospital
was visited by the Mayor and Mayoress of
Colchester, the G.0.C., East Anglian District,




Major-General Harding, the Garrison Com-
mander, Brigadier Barton, the A.D.M.JS.,
Colonel Anderson, all accompanied by their
wives. Later, Mrs. D. 5, Cochran, wife of our
Commanding Officer, had the unenviable task
of judging the best decorated ward. At the
Unit Christmas Dance it was not long before
the M.C., 5./5gt. Short, got things really going.
It turned out to be a most enjoyable occasion,
and our thanks are due to the Matron and her
officers for turning up in force.

Lieut.-General Sir Frederick Harris per-
formed the official opening ceremony of the
new QA RANC, Officers” Mess. The guests,
who were welcomed by Dame Helen Gillespie,
included the Mayor and Mavoress of Col-
chester, the District Commander, the Chief of
Staff, Eastern Command, and Major-General
Sachs, the D.D.M.S.

The key was carried on a cushion of scarlet
velvet trimmed with silver-grey cord by the Mess
Secretary, and presented to the D.G.AM.S. by
the P.M.C.. Major Rowles. In his address
the D.G. said this was the first officers’ mess
to be built in this country for the Corps
gsince 1949 when the QA IM.N.S. became the
Q.ARAMNC. He also paid tribute to the
officers of the Corps and thanked Dame Helen
Gillespie for the hospitality extended to so
many guests, The Maitron, Major U. A,
Dowling, and her staff had done much hard
work to have the furnishings and carpets n
place on the due date, and the ante-room, hall
and dining room were filled with beautiful
flowers which alone must have taken hours to
arrange.

The new building is in the modern style of
architecture and is decorated throughout n
pastel shades. Central heating gives a luxurious
warmth as one enters through glass doors into
the spacious hall. French windows lead from
the ante-room and dining room on to a paved
terrace which stretches along the front of the
building.

Both the football and hockey teams have
continued to maintain the improvement shown
over last season’s performances. The foothall
team is through to the third round of the
District Minor Units Cup and to the zone final
of the Harwood Cup, in which they are drawn
against 15 Field Ambulance. After beating 12
Company, R.AM.C., in the Harwood Cup, the
team has to meet them again in the first round
of the Bliss Cup. After a struggle the few keen
rugby enthusiasts in the unit have formed a
team and are looking for fixtures.

S5t

W aringfield

WE congratulate Major H. M. Bond, R.AM.C.,,
on his majority and wish him continued success
in the Corps.

Both the cross-country team and the fug-of-
war team are hard at it training again in an
effort to retain the trophies won so well at last
YEAr'S events.

A welcome is extended to our new Assistant
Matron, Major W. Delaney, Q.A.R.AN.C,, the
post having been vacated by Major E. F.
Porritt, Q. A.R.AN.C, on posting to B.AQOR.

Mew faces in the Sergeants’ Mess consist of
Sets. Gilmore, Walters and Strachen, R.AM.C.,
and Sgt. Campos, A.C.C. Departures include
S./Sgt. Kane to Hong Kong, Sgt. McNab to
Singapore and Sgt. Little to Hollywood. Un-
fortunately, this is not the better-known Holly-
wood but a M.R.S. near Belfast. For a very
short while we had the company of 5./Sgt. Lee,
but he has now left us for *Civvy Street.” With
him go all best wishes for the future.

The main attractions over the Christmas
period were the All Ranks' Dance. which was
voted a great success by all, and a Children’s
Christmas Party with Sgt. Wilson in the guise
of a very successful Santa Claus. The chimney,
which was constructed by Sgt. Gilmore, was
quite a masterpiece and, we hear, even deceived
the R.E. representative for a short while as an
unofficial Works Service. Twelfth Night was
celebrated in the Sergeants’ Mess with a Christ-
mas Dinner, followed by a dance, guest of
honour being Mr. M. Smith, our late C.5.M.

The unit was pleasantly surprised to hear
that two of the unit football team, Sgt. Walters,
R.AM.C., and Pte. Ralston, A.C.C., had been
selected to play for the N.I.D. Station team
versus R.AF. Station, Castle Archdale. Cpl.
Chambers, R AM.C., was also selected as a
reserve. The result, a win to the N.L.D. Station
team by five goals to one, was very creditable.

14th Field Ambulance
B.A.O.R. 4

THE New Year saw the arrival of our new
Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel I. N.
Darbyshire, R.AM.C., to whom we extend
sincere wishes for a happy stay with the unit.
At the same time we wish every happiness and
success to Lieut -Colonel A, Gleave, RAMC.,
our late C.O. In this vein we also congratulate
Major D. W. Bray, RAM.C., on his recent




promotion; as 2 1.C. he commanded the unit
in the period between the two colonels.

W.0.I D. H. Anderson, RAMC,, is now
R.S.M., W.0.I A. Chapman having taken over
a similar appointment at BM_H. Iserlohn. Also
posted from us to Iserlohn is 5./Sgt. J. Hilston,
our Chief Clerk, who has been replaced by Sgt.
L. G. A. Clarke, late of HQ., NORTHAG.

Christmas was spent in the traditional Army
fashion with the usual dinner on Christmas
Day. A social evening, comic football match
and a film show saw the men well entertained,
the children being taken care of by the
Sergeants’ Mess.

On the sports side our football team has not
been too successful this season, having been
well and truly beaten by our great rivals, 31
Field Ambulance, on two occasions, each time
by a convincing margin. Although knocked
out of the Medical Units Competition, they
enthusiastically carry on in the Minor Units
League.

The Annual Administrative Inspection, con-
ducted by Brigadier W. A. G. Burns, Com-
mander of 4th Guards Brigade, was extremely
satisfactory and now the unit is settling down
to active training as a Field Ambulance. A
stretcher-bearers’ course for representatives
from units throughout the Division has been
held, and at present a first-aid course for
Divisional Padres is in progress.

The unit training programme has been
designed to train the unit for its proper func-
tion with the Division, but other training is not
being neglected. For instance, a junior course
of promotion is running at present, attached
personnel are attending St. John Certificate
lectures, and education classes for 1st and 2nd
class certificates are preparing for the approach-
ing examinations. Film shows are held each
week, combining training with recreation in an
acceptable . manner. The Autumn Exercises
provided valuable experience in the benefits
and snags of the conception of Medical Col-
lecting Units, as opposed to Field Ambulances.

Despite difficulties of our surroundings (we
are surrounded by particularly well-stocked
coal-mines). a demonstrafion site depicting
sanitary arrangements on the march and in
camp is being prepared, and should prove a
valuable training asset to other units in the
Brigade and Division. As will be gathered, this
unit is extremely active, and we should have
an interesting and enjoyable year. We hope
that our colleagues throughout the world will
have an equally enjoyable 1956.
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Cyprus

THE Governor of Cyprus visited the Hospital
on 5th Janvary and spent the morning going
round the Hospital and talking with the patients
and many members of the staff. He concluded
his visit at the R.AM.C. Officers” Mess, where
he congratulated all concerned on the good
work that was being done and particularly
on the prevailing high morale of the patients
and the peneral sense of happiness he had
encountered during his visit.

E.Q.K . A., cither through bad intelligence or
a badly timed fuse, failed to co-ordinate the
explosion of a fairly powerful bomb under the
Mess veranda with the Governor's wvisit, but
succeeded in annoying several of the staff at
breakfast the next morning. However, there was
no damage to life or limb and the veranda has
now been repaired; one erring soldier was
admonished quickly on Company Orders, who
with further time for reflection might have suf-
fered a harder fate. Since we last appeared n
the news, the unit have largely been forbidden
to go into the town of Nicosia, and most enter-
tainment has, of necessity, been in camp. This
has taken the form of monthly dances, monthly
shows by CSEIL. and a weekly flm show.
Except for the curtailment of large gatherings
outside camp, Christmas went on in the Hos-
pital, and both patients and staff entered into
the festive spirit and, one could truly say, a
good time was had by all.

The Company soccer team have justified the
confident paragraph in our last notes and have
won the Cyprus District Minor Units Soccer
League and have been promoted to the Major
League, where they made a good start by
forcing a draw with the South Staffords Bat-
talion team. Considering that we have no home
eround to practise on, and that the staff are flat
out at the moment, looking after the injured
and sick, we consider that the team have done
remarkably well.

The Hospital has received the honour of
visits from a number of distinguished visitors
during the past three months, including: His
Excellency the Governor and Lady Harding;
General Sir Charles Keightley, the Commander-
in-Chief, M.E.L.F.; Lady D'Lisle and Dudley
and Lady Keightley; Air Vice-Marshal Lee
Potter, P.M.O., R.AF., M.ELLF.

Recent arrivals include Lieut.-Colonel A.
Box, Lieut.-Colonel J. Watts, Lieut.-Colonel
Warnants, Major Bevan, Major Munro, Major
Magner, Capt. Dcherty, Lieuts. James,




37 COMPANY,

Rack Bow—Pre, Holden (A C,C.), Pie, Ray, Pre. Wakelin
Pre. Rawlings, Pre. Jack (R.AP.C.)
Middie Row—Laptain Heyson, Cpl. Tothill, Leat-Caloncl Stephens, Pre

Frogt How Pre. Farnell (ACC.), L. Cpl. Codvpser

Lowthorpe and McCann, RAM.C.; Lieut.-
Colonel G. Lewis, R.A.DC,; Major Woods,
Major Brett, Major Barrett, Q.ARANC.;
W.O.I1 Byers, 5./5gts. Williams, Stephenson
and Cracknell, Sgts. Sutton and Yeomans,
RAMC, and Sgt. Tovey, QAR ANC

Mew wunits, finding room in an already
crowded compound, include the C.M.L. from
Fayid and No. 1 Hygiene Wing,

Fayid

AT midmght on 22nd November, { b
Hospital closed for further admissions. This
event was marked by a very entertaining party
mﬂnnm_d by W.0.I Finbow in the W Os. and
‘u.rt_r ants’ Mess, and attended by many of the
officers and their ladies. As the bewitching
hour approached. all the guests and hosts
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Pie. Callaml, 5./Sgt. Stephenson,

R.AM.C., WINNERS CYPRUS DISTRICT MINOR UNITS LEAGUE

Pie. Waterson, Pee. Hughes, Sgt. Wilson,

Dawsan, Major Tallon.

formed into procession and, headed by a piper,
marched to the main entrance. Here the sign-
posts were ceremonially removed and replaced
by a new one with a large arrow directing all
patients to the next hospital (R.AF., Fayid)
down the road. A bugler then sounded an
appropriate melody.

On 27th Movember the last service was held
in our beautiful little church, which was well-
nigh full. The service closed with a re-dedica-
tion of the building, first dedicated by Ein.nr_‘:;
Gwyn in 1942, During the last hymn the Cross
was removed and the Altar candles were carried
out by two seven-year-old sons of unit officers.
There were few dry eves at this moving closure
of “our church,” and our thanks are due to
the Rev. Coulter for a memorable service.

On 29th Movember we said good-bye to our
last patient, who was transferred to the M.R.S..




Presentation by Anglo-Egvptian il Company
to B.M.H., Fayid

Licut.-Colonel Howe,
Lieut.-Ceperal Hull, e, Pevieve, Mrs. Dack, M1

Lisut.-Colons] Dick, Mrs. Muolvenny,

Mulvenny.

El Ballah. Fittingly, as indicative of the range
of patients treated, he was a Palestinian civilian
employee who, incidentally, accompanied the
British Army on the move from Haifa in 1947.

About this tme we received an extremely
pleasant visit from the Personnel Manager of
the Anglo-Egyptian Oil Company. Mr. H.
Pevleve, whose name many readers of the book
“The White Rabbit™ will recall as one of the
three British Agents who escaped from death
in Buchenwald wvirtually by a miracle. Mr.
Pevleve said that his Company wished to mark
all the help they had received from the Medical
Services in Egypt by presenting a cheque to
pur charities. This handsome donation (of
£E200 or about £205 sterling) was duly pre-
sented on Sth December at a very pleasant
ceremony in the office of the G.OC., BTE..
Lieut.-General R. A, Hull. Those present, in
addition to the G.O.C. and Mr. Pevleve, in-
cluded H.B.M. Consul in Suez, Mr. Mulvenny,
accompanied by his wife; our D.D.M.S., Bn-
gadier Day: the C.0. Lieut.-Colonel A. B.
Dick; Mrs. Dick; and the Matron, Lieut.-
Colonel J. Howe. The ceremony was followed
by a luncheon party at the United Services
Club in Moascar. The donation has been for-
warded to UK. to be divided equally between
R.AM.C. and Q.A.R.AN.C. Benevolent Funds.

On 17th December the camp and buildings
were finally evacuated by the Medical Services.
It is rumoured that the Egyptian Army is to
re-establish a hospital here, but on our last day,
when the camp's flag was finally struck, we
handed over to a Guard Company of the R.P.C.
The flag has been sent to Cyprus for our
successor, B.M.H. Dhekhalia. to use in due
COUrse,

SPECIAL OBITUARY NOTICE
BMH FAYID
(Died 31 Dec. 55)
A B.D. writes:

The final passing of an old friend (or enemy)
always leaves a gap, even though watching the
progress of a chronic disease may be a painful
process. Indeed, there was before the end a
period of marked cachexia—feverish activity of
which the signs and symptoms were irritability
iof all concerned), a flush (of transport), head-
aches (happily amenable to treatment in the
Mess or Canteen), fregquency (of arrivals and
departures) and wasting (of equipment and
stores).

The disease first attacked on 1st July, 1953,
when the B.M.H. was stricken low (to 450
beds!). This grandmother of hospitals, born in
the Citadel in Cairo, and who had re-married
late in life (to 19 General Hospital), moved in
her later years (in 1947} to get the benefit of
the sea air at Fayid. Here she enjoyed herself
and indeed continued to lead a full and busy
life almost to the very end. Admittedly, she had
the best of medical care. Consultants, senior
and junior specialists alike, were all at her dis-
pﬂ-.;u] together with a host of resident house-
men, nursing officers and “students” (of both
sexes). But in July it was evident that this was
to be the old lady’s last illness. Even a special
visit by the D.D.G.AM.S. himself in Septem-
ber, 1955, only temporarily arrested her decline.

By early Movember, when her old friend
G.H.Q. Mideast had to leave for urgent busi-
ness in Cyprus, it was obvious that her days
were numbered; and the Consultants—offering
no real hope—could only shake their heads
sadly and depart.

On 29th November all her guests (patients)
had gone and only the immediate family was
present at the bedside. Even of these close
relatives, many were unable to stay to the end,
either being called away to UK. or to look
after her grandchildren in far-flung outposts of
M.E.L.F.

On 17th December, 1955, after a brief flicker
of activity (hand-over of buildings), the old lady
was moved in a comatose state to her eldest
surviving daughter’s house at (Station Hospital)
Moascar. There she expired peacefully with the
closing of the year.

Many will mourn her passing. The numbers
who enjoyed her hospital(ity) are legion, and
she maintained open house regardless of colour,
rank or creed. There were a few. inevitably,
who felt the raw edge of her tongue; for indeed




she could be a hard even though a just task-
mistress. Nevertheless, she was always inter-
ested in the successes of her protégés, and
sponsored many a promising young physician
and surgeon on the road to senior specialist and
even to consultant status.

May it be said of her, as of General Gordon,
I have done my best for the Honour of my
Country!"

Sudan

THE Royal Army Medical Corps, formed on
23rd June, 1898, first saw active service in the
Khartoum Expedition in the summer of the
same year. When the campaipn ended, at a
general parade held in Cairo on 8th October,
the General Officer Commanding finished his
address with the words: “I have not heard a
single adverse criticism with regard to the
working of the medical arrangements.” The
Corps has served in the Sudan ever since. To-
day the massive R.A.M.C. badge carried on
the hillside at Gabeit is the sole remaining
evidence of our long occupation. Lieut.-Colonel
J. Aitchison writes:

Following the 1939-45 war the only Medical
Units in the Sudan were the British Station
Hospital, Khartoum, and 24 Medical Reception
Station, Gabeit, situated in a training camp for
the infantry battalion garrisoned in Khartoum.
For years a close liaison existed between these
medical units and the Sudan Government
Medical Services, and much mutual help had
been given. For quite a time it was known that
evacuation of British and Egyptian Forces
from the Sudan was imminent, and provisional
plans were drawn up by Headquarters of the
Sudan Command for disbandment and evacua-
tion of all units. The British Station Hospital
was given a date to close about ten days before
departure of the main body of the garrison
troops from Khartoum, while the 24 MRS,
Gabeit, was closing on departure of the Infantry
Training Company to join the main body of
the infantry when it sailed from Port Sudan.
Within 90 days after the Sudan Gowvernment
requested evacuation of all British and
Egyptian troops from the Sudan, all such troops
had to be out of the country. A strictly phased
programme was necessary. The Station Hos-
pital, Khartoum, was instructed to close by
Ist October and be completely disbanded by
10th Qctober, 1955, and a rather hectic time
for everyone commenced. Each department
had its own problems as to disposal of its
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documents, stores and equipment. Boards of
Survey had to be convened and every drug
and other piece of medical equipment classi-
fied into groups for return to M.E.LFE., sale
by auction, local disposal, etc. Thanks to the
splendid work of the staff, the whole thing
became organized and we were able to close
down by the appointed date.

The amount of work put in by every member
of the staff was most laudable, and the fact
that our programme for disbandment was
finished exactly on time was an indication of
the effort made. The closure of the B.S. Hos-
pital took place without incident, and within
an incredibly short time the Hospital really
looked empty and deserted. Many had been the
rumoured suggestions as to the future of the
B.S.H. on being taken over by the Sudan
Government, and we were pleased to learn that
it was to become a Civilian Eye Hospital, as
the whole layout was most suitable for a
Medical Unit. The closure of 24 M.RS.,
Grabeit, was carried out casily as all the build-
ings, equipment and stores were on charge to
the Infantry Training Company in camp, and
the medical equipment was returned to Khar-
toum for disposal by the British Station Hos-
pital. All patients were evacuated with the
Infantry Company when they embarked at
Port Sudan. Mo civilian doctor was availahle
for the local population around Gabeit—merely
a Sudanese Medical Orderly—and frequently
the Medical Officer at the M.R.S. was asked to
see native sick. Such help was always given
willingly, and as a result our Medical Officers
gained quite a reputation among the local
population and will be missed by many. Certain
incidents in the evacuation stand out in my
mind :

About a week before closure of the B.S.H..
several large boxes of medical supplies, which
had been in transit many weeks, arrived, These
were taken on charge and returned immediately
to M.E.LF. On the day following closure of
the Hospital the place became full of Sudanese
workmen and more improvements were carried
out in days than we had been able to get in
years. The happy atmosphere existing between
all ranks and the Sudanese officials who were
taking over was most marked, and in spite of
the climate being rather trying for many months
of the year, it was obvious that most of the
staff were leaving the Sudan with a certain
amount of regret.

Since returning to this couniry from the
Sudan I have had a letter from a British civilian




friend in Khartoum, who wrote: “With closure
of the British Station Hospital, Khartoum, we
feel as if someone has left a door open and a
cold draught of wind has blown in.” Perhaps
the RAAM.C. can feel with pride that their
long service in the Sudan has at least brought
help and appreciation to some people.

Depot, Nairobi

RECENT activities have been centred mainly
on Christmas and all the usual parties and
dances were held, including parties for the 120
African children and the fifty or so British
children. On both occasions §./Sgt. Brayshaw
carried off the part of Father Christmas to
perfection. The customary “fancy dress™ soccer
match between officers and sergeants delighted
the spectators, but the participants had some
discomforture as one of the linesmen was
armed with a fire hose.

The time may be appropriate to give réaders
a little idea of our set-up here in Nairobi. The
unit consists of about twenty R.A.M.C. officers,
thirty nursing officers, ninety Brtish other
ranks and 180 other ranks. The Hospital is
about three miles from the centre of Nairobi,
a large city of mixed European, Asian and
African population. Entertainment facilities are
fairly good and trips can easily be arranged to
any of the several National Reserves, where
lion, elephant and other game can be seen (and
photographed) in their natural surroundings.
Some of the unit have also made the ascent of
Mount Kilimanjaro (19,565 feet).

The African other ranks of the unit are
trained in the same trades as our own Corps
and can rise to the rank of W.OII. Some of
them have long service and, as well as soldier-
ing in East Africa, have seen service in Malaya
and the Middle East:

Our R.SM., W.OI C. Swan, has left us on
commissioning and our loss will be the gain
of Station Hospital, Nanyuki. W.0.1 Webb has
joined us and we offer him a hearty welcome.
We also offer our congratulations to the Matron,
Lieut.-Colonel M. A. I. "Condon, on her
appointment to a R.R.C.

Japan

ALL available space for the notes from Japan
could well be taken up by a catalogue of
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departures and arrivals, so numerous have
these been since our last contribution appeared.
To mention just a few, Colonel N. Bickford 1s
now ADM.S. and O.C. Hospital. bhaving
relieved Colonel J. W. A. Mclver and Lieut.-
Colonel R. M. Johnstone, the former having
left for Hong Kong and the latter returned to
U.K. There has been almost a complete change
of our MNursing Officers within one month,
Licut-Colonel E. F. W. M. Jolly remains as
Matron, while two successive troopships have
taken away the other ten QAR AN.C. officers
and brought nine replacements. Major G.
Mather replaced Lieut. Crowley as Quarter-
master, Major A. T. Cook 15 Medical Specialist,
and Major T. F. P. Haynes is Administrative
Officer. W.0.1 Barker has gone home, W.0.I1
V. L. Webberley remains at the Medical Equip-
ment Section, and S5./5gt. McCamley relieved
§./Sgt. Ward as Chief Clerk at the Hospital.
Our numbers have fallen considerably during
the past year, but our outside commitments
remain and fully a quarter of all ranks, includ-
ing Q.A.RAMNC, are employed in units else-
where, stretching from Tokyo to Korea.

Life in Japan 15 pleasant under the prevailing
conditions. We have our share of sport, with
the Company hockey and football teams hold-
ing their own in the local leagues. A B.CF K.
Golfing Society has recently been formed and,
for the enthusiast who cares to cook his own
meals on the top of a mountain, ski-ing is
available. Hill climbers and walkers are well
provided for, the Kure area being surrounded
by 2,000-foot hills within easy walking distance.
The lovely views and colourful costumes cry
aloud to be recorded, and photography has
many ardent followers. Cameras are cheap and
a well-equipped dark-room exists in the Hos-
pital for the enthusiast who wishes to delve
more deeply into the subject. Entertainments in
the form of cinema shows, dances, launch
outings and concerts are all provided free of
charge, typhoons and earth tremors providing
variety.

The pre-Christmas period was marked by
the wedding of Capt. Alan Fletcher, R.AM.C.,
to Miss Patricia Senior in St. Peter’s Garrison
Church, the bride being given away by Colonel
Bickford and the reception held in the Officers’
Mess. Miss Senior arrived via America, and a
romantic touch was added by the thought that,
between them, the bride and groom had circled
the world to be marned.




TERRITORIAL AND ARMY EMERGENCY
RESERVE NOTES

19 BEACH DRESSING STATION, R.AM.C., (T.A.)

29 Beach Dressing Station

NO. 29 (Beach) Field Dressing Station,
R.AM.C. (T.A.), is one of the Medical Units
in the 264 (Scottish) Beach Brigade. The Beach
Brigade is the only one of its kind in the British
Army—and this Medical Unit is trained in
Beach Medical Duties and the amphibious
transport of casualties,

This year No. 29 (Beach) F.D.S. distinguished
themselves by winning the Brigade Commander
Corps Shield. the first time a Medical Unit has
ever gammed this shield. This Shield is awarded
annually for: Score gained at Annual Rifle
Range: Administrative efficiency; and any out-
standing achievements during the year.

At Annual Camp this year, 29 (Beach)
F.D.S. won outright the 52nd Lowland Division
Ambulance Cup —for stretcher drill, application

of the Thomas splint and transport of casualties
over obstacles,

During the camp, which was held at Barry.
Angus, the Divisional Medical Corps Sports
Meeting took place, and No, 29 (Beach) F.D.5.
gained more points than all the other units put
together and won the Divisional Sports Cup.

On the whole the unit had a most successful
year. The training carried out was of a high
standard, and many enjoyable social events were
organized throughout the year—at the moment
they are training hard to maintain their position
both in the Division and the Brigade.

T'he unit is commanded by Major W. Brodie.
R.AMC. (T.A) the Q.M. 15 Capt. R. Frame.
R.AM.C. (T.A}, and the Company Officer is
Lieut. D). McArdle, RAM.C. (T.A). The P.51.
attached to the unit is W.O.I1 J. Forbes,
R AMC,




OWED TO A MILITARY HOSPITAL

ARE you a “knee” or a man with T.B.,
An “ulcer,” a “wound” or a “sprain”?
Have you got mumps, is your face out in
lumps,
Or a tumour affecting your brain?
Whether it’s liver or kidneys or spleen,
A gash or a cut or a bite,
There’s no need to look so unhealthily green
You're getting Cascara tonight.

Have vou cirrhosis or got silicosis,
Or arms that have just fallen off?
Perhaps tonsilitis, acute laryngitis,
Or racked by a harsh hacking cough?
Whether it's measles, rheumatics or flu’,
Maybe you're losing your sight
There's no need to look so uncommonly blue
You're getting Cascara tonight.

Have you got gout, are your teeth falling out.
Perhaps vou have sat on a tack?

Are your ligaments torn, has your big toe

a corn,

Or have you a pain in the back?

Whether it's rabies or just a sore thumb,
A cold or you're smitten by blight.

There's no need to look so incredibly glum
You're getting Cascara tonight.

Are you a wreck, have you broken your neck,
Were you bitten by poisonous snakes?

Have you D.Ts., are you weak at the knees,
Or suffering only from shakes?

Whether you're schizo, neurotic or miad
And you feel that you're losimg the fight,

There's no need to look so depressingly sad
You're getting Cascara tonight

ASSOCIATION AND OLD COMRADES’ NOTES

IN previous numbers of this MacaziNe much
has been written about the R.AM.C. Associa-
tion Accident Benefit Scheme, therefore it is
somewhat disappointing to find that an exceed-
ingly small number of requests to be nsured
under the Scheme has been received at Associa-
tion Headquarters from individual members:
individual members meaning those members
who are not attached to Association branches.
May we remind any reader who may have
intended sending in a subscription, but over-
looked the matter that it is not too late to do
s0 now. Life Members are asked to pay 2s. 6d..
which will give cover for five years, provided
the Insurance Scheme remains in force and
available for that period. although there is no
reason to suppose that it will lapse before the
end of that period.

Life Members are asked to pay the half-a-
crown to save extra correspondence and post-
age which would follow in collecting from each
member the small annual premium of sixpence.
In the not very probable event of the scheme
petering out, the unexpended balance may be
claimed and would be refunded. For annual
members, ex-R.AMC. and R.ADC., the
subscription to the Corps Association 15 3s. a
year, sixpence of which goes to the Insurance
Brokers. The Life Membership fee is 30s. Space
does not permit inserting the rates of subscrip-
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tion for serving personnel, but these may be
obtained at any R.AM.C. Unit.

We should be glad to hear from anyone who
wishes to participate in the scheme,

We are glad to note from nominal rolls of
subscribers received from some of the Associa-
tion’s branches that the introduction of the
scheme has brought back into the Association
many whose membership had long since lapsed.

At the time of submitting these notes it was
too early to decide whether the scheme has
“caught on.” However, it is hoped to give a
better idea of the position in the Annual Report
of the Association, which should appear in the
next number of the MAGAZINE.

R.AMC. Old Comrades' Church Parade

The Commandant and Staff of the R.AM.C.
Depot have again very kindly offered the Depot
as the venue for the 5th Annual R.AM.C. Old
Comrades’ Reunion, to take place in conjunc-
tion with the Depot “At Home" on Sunday.
24th June, 1956, when parents, relatives and
friends of serving soldiers are invited.

The R.AM.C. Association and Old Com-
rades will again have the honour of taking part
with the present generation in the Corps Week
Church Parade.

It is hoped that everyone who can possibly
be at Crookham on Sunday, 24th June, 1956,




will turn up to make the event an even greater
success than in previous years.

The assembly and parade will be on the
Depot Square at 1045 hrs. Guides will be avail-
able at entrances to the Depot to direct arrivals.

1100 hrs.—Drum-head Service. Depot troops in
hollow square. Seating available for ex-Corps
members and families. All are requested to
be scated by 1055 hrs. If weather is wet, the
service will be held in the Gymnasium.

1140 hrs.—The troops will re-form line and Old
Comrades and Association members in mufti
will be marshalled into platoons in threes.
Branches are requested to parade their
banners. Dress: Civilian dress with medals
and decorations.

1145 hrs.—The parade will march past. The
salute will be taken by Major-General T.
Young, Representative Colonel Commandant.

After the parade the Old Comrades and
Association members are requested to assemble
at No. 2 N.A AF.L (opposite sports field). A
large restaurant and an adjoining fully licensed
bar will be reserved for their use and for their
families. Lunches and refreshments will be
available at reasonable prices.

A grass field opposite will be available for
parking and for those who wish to make a
picnic lunch.

After lunch, the Museum and Training
Departments will be open for parties who are
interested.

There will also be a potted sports meeting on
the lower field and a cricket match on the
upper field. Regimental Bands will play on
both fields. Teas will be available on the fields.

The Depot Amateur Dramatic Society will
present a play in the Globe Theatre at 6.15 p.m.

The whole Depot will be open to visitors.

Coaches will meet trains at Fleet and Alder-
shot during the day and will be available for
return journeys in the evening.

Overnight accommodation can be made
available at the Depot on the nights of 23rd
and 24th June, if requested in advance.

It is hoped that branches will arrange excur-
sions. Will such branches please inform the
Adjutant, R.AMC. Depot and Training
Establishment, Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
Crookham, Hants:

(@) Estimated total number of party.

(b) Numbers requiring overnight accom-
modation.

Other visitors, not proceeding with organized
parties, are also requested to give similar
information to the Adjutant.

There will be ample car park accommoda-
tion, and overhead cover in the event of rain.

All visitors are requested to call in at the
Visitors’ Hut on arrival to receive informa-
tion and record their visit.

Further information may be obtained on
application to: Adjutant, R.AM.C. Depot.
Telephone: Fleet 971, Ext. 9,

NETLEY BRANCH

The branch membership as at the year end
1955 was as follows:

Life Members, 57 Annual Members, 43:
Unit Members, 402; Total, 502,

Letters dispatched during the year numbered
412.

The branch held five general meetings during
the year. Arrangements were made for two
more meetings, but due to the lack of support
these could not be held. Socially, the branch
has been very quiet this year. This is probably
attributable to the extremely good summer we
experienced. There seemed to be little interest
in dances and whist drives during the summer
months.

On 30th September, 1955, a dance was organ-
ized and held in aid of the newly formed branch
of the Q.A.R.AN.C. Association here. The
profits, a sum of £11 7s. 11d. are shortly to be
donated to the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Branch at Netley
The dance was a great success, very well
attended and very well balanced proportions of
dancing partners enjoyed themselves,

Lots of “old faces” were seen at the popular
Unit Sports Day held here during the summer.

The branch was represented at a Remem-
brance Day Parade and Service held in the
Royal Victoria Hospital. A donation was sent
to the Field of Remembrance at Whitehall.

The Honorary Secretary and Treasurer at
the beginning of the year, W.O.I Partridge,
R.AM.C., handed over in April to W.0.II
Inman, R.AM.C., because it was thought that,
at that time, he was to be posted away from
the unit in the near future. W.0.II Inman will
soon be handing over these duties, also due to
an imminent posting, in the near future. A new
Secretary has not yet been found.

An effort to stir the interests of younger, as
well as older. members—unit members in

particular—is maintained.




WINCHESTER BRANCH

The Annual General Meeting of the branch
was held on Thursday, 26th January, 1956, at
the Westgate Hotel, Winchester. The chair was
taken by Major E. V. Munden.

The Hon. Secretary stated that the branch
was still doing fairly well and that funds were
about the same as last year. There had been
no new members join and nobody had transfer-
red out of the branch.

Major E. V. Munden was again elected
Chairman, Brigadier H. T. Findlay was ¢lected
Vice-Chairman in place of Colonel T. 1. Dun.
Mr. W. Ware was elected to remain Hon. Sec-
retary and Treasurer. Changes in the committee
were Mr. Hyde to replace Mr. E. Seddon-
Reeve, who retires at his own request afier two
years. Another new committee member is Mr.
E. Tatton.

It was decided that a special committee
meeting would be held to discuss the prospects
of raising money for the branch funds.

A note of thanks was passed for those who
made the children’s party a success.

The Children’s Christmas party was held on
Saturday, Tth January, 1956, at Holy Trinity
Hall. The hall was gaily decorated and a 20 ft.
Christmas tree (the gift of Lieut.-Colonel F. C.
and Mrs. Heatley) adorned the stage.

The children, about thirty of them, were wel-
comed by the Chairman, Major E. V. Munden,
and then sat down to a good tea which was laid
out by members' wives. After tea games were
played and ice-cream distributed. The high-
light of the evening was the distribution of
presents by Mrs. G. Swift, wife of the Vice-
President. After “Auld Lang Syne” and “The
Queen,” the children on leaving for home each
received an apple, orange and sweets.

Those responsible for the organization were
Hon. Secretary (Mr. W. W. Ware) and Mrs.
Ware, Mr. and Mrs. Ireson, Mrs. A. Arthur,
and Mrs. J. Soper. Mr. H. Edgington for light-
ing the tree, and Mr. R. Potter for the games.

LEICESTER AND RUTLAND BRANCH

This branch of the Corps Association, which
has been moribund for some years, has now,
under the chairmanship of Lieut.-Colonel 5. A.
Bower, RAM.C. (T.A}, and W.OI W, T. D.
Gray, RAMC., an able Secretary, come to
new life.

A room in the Fountain Hotel, Cheapside,
Leicester, has been provisionally booked for
the first Wednesday in each month.

The first meeting was held on the 1st Wed-
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nesday in November, and although the attend-
ance was sparse, the keenness of the members
who attended was unbounded.

The second meeting, held in December,
showed an increase in members and a com-
mittes was set up from the members present.

Many members agreed to contact personal
friends whom they knew as ex-Corps members,
and the Secretary was requested to write to
H.Q. for a list of members known to have been
in the original Leicester Branch.

It is hoped that any member of the Corps
who takes the Macazing and reads this outside
may rally round. All are assured of a warm wel-
come, Information may be obtained at any time
from WOI W. T. D. Gray, RAMC., or
Capt. E. G. Macdonald, R.AM.C. (T.A.), at
H.Q., No. 3 (N) C.C.5. (T.A.), Anstey Camp,
Anstey Lane, Leicester. Tel. No. Anstey 2305

The meetings are held on the first Wednes-
day in the month at The Fountain Hotel,
Cheapside, Leicester, commencing at 8 p.m.

SOUTHERN NIGERIA BRANCH

After a most successful year as Chairman,
Dr. S, Rush has handed over to Dr. G. Clarke,
while Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Robinson remains
as Vice-Chairman. Mr. S. Baker continues as
Hon. Secretary and Capt. I. A. Watson was
reappointed Hon. Treasurer. A successful social
was held in the Sergeants’ Mess of the Military
Hospital, Lagos, on 9th July, when Dr. Rush
presented a small gift to Mrs. E. H. Baker in
recognition of her valuable help in organizing
social functions over two and a half years. In
MNovember an interesting evening was spent at
the Lagos Motor Yacht Club, where the Chair-
man, Dr. G. Clark, showed his colour film of a
trip to Northern Nigeria. Other interesting
colour films and transparencies were shown by
Dr. Winston and Mr. de Clive-Lowe.

Editor's Note—We are always glad to receive
the various Mews-sheets put out by enterprising
branches, such as the Bulletin from the City of
London and Ramcorps Reporter from the Isle
of Wight. We would remind branches, however,
that these cannot altogether replace a summary
of activities made up to the sending-in date
shown upon the front page every quarter.
Branch News-sheets often contain forecasts of
events which have actually taken place before
the quarterly sending-in day and, remembering
“Crawfie's” recent gaffe, we hesitate to give a
picturesque description of some hilarious
evening which may have been cancelled at the
last moment!
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EDITORS’

DEAR SIR,

| cannot agree with some of the points raised
by Mr, Boxall in the January 1ssue.

Any cheapening in appearance or format of
the publication would be deplored. It is evident
to anyone in a position to read the quarterly
crop of other services magazines that we a
least do not err on the side of extravagance,

Is emphasis on the RAM.C. Association
Branch news going to influence our eirculation?
I think it might—for the worse. It is surely our
aim to attract additional subscribers and these
are the younger element with a sporting record
that compares not unfavourably with those
from the *old school,” whose sagas 1 am sure
lase nothing in repeat performances by the
aged and stiff. A natural desire of most people
io see their achievement in print (with accom-
panying photographs if their looks justify it)
must account for a fair proportion of our sales
to the wounger gladiators, and without the
record  how to build up sagas for
subsequent Corps Days?

are We

[ agree with most of Mr. Boxall's suggestion
contained in his last paragraph. A personal
sugpestion of a page devoted to Exchange and
Mart might enable us to get rid of or acquire
and would be a boon to magpes in retirement,
Some of our more fortunate members might
have holiday accommodation, boats, camping
sites that would be mutually profitable if pro-
perly presented through the MAGAZINE.

Yours faithfully,
“DeEnTIRUS™
H.Q.. Southern Command.
Qrh Feh, 56,

15

COQBEANTCHESTER STREE]

CAMBRIDGE.
Freon Dre. Plulip Gosse
DEAR SIR,

One reader’s comment on Mr. Boxall's “con-
structive criticisms™ 15 this: lThe sooner you,
Sir. evacuate the Editorial chair and the sooner
Mr. Boxall occupies it the better!

Yours obediently,
PHILIF GOSSE.
Onie time private in the A.MS. Caorps.

67

IN TRAY

HOUSE,
CROMER,
MORFOLE,

56.

HarLsay

22nd Jan.,
DEar Sik,

As a contribution to the MacaziNge, if you
have room, I wonder if it would interest your
readers, especially the newly tramned X-ray
operators of the RAM.C., to know something
about the primitive methods by which we
produced X-ray photographs. 1 am writing of
the period from 1905 to 1910 when we were
under the tuition of Colonel Spencer. R.AMC.,
at Millbank. A Rhumcoff coil was used (a
brown mahogany box containing an iron caore
surrounded by miles of thin wire, which formed
the magnetic field). This coil was placed at the
head and above a MacKenzie-Davidson couch:
in the centre and under the couch was a slotted
box which held the glass photographic plate
(Ilfard). Leading from each side of the coil was
an insulated wire, which ran through and con-
nected with an adjustable arm or claw which
held a Crook's or Cox’s record tube. Leading
from the tube the wires continued through a
rheostat, also a platinum pointed commutator,
from there to a 12-volt wet battery, which of
course had to be recharged on a charging board
when run down. Great care had to be taken,
if a good picture was to be obtained. adjust-
ments as to height and position of the tube in
relation to the part of the body had to be
taken. Sometimes in the case of a foreign body
a MacKenzie-Davidson localizer was used. In
those days very little was known of the danger.
and potentialities emanating from the live naked
tube, as there was no protection other than a
pair of rubber gloves. It was only vears after
that the operators discovered how dangerous it
was, in those pioneering days. while working
with an exposed tube. Quite a great many of
those operators have passed away suffering for
vears from loss of fingers, arms, etc.. and from
therapeutic X-ray dermatis, also internal com-
plications. Also the printing of the negatives,
which were glass, was conducted 1n rather
primitive conditions, especially in hot climates.
I remember 1 myself was doing the job for
four years in South Africa, sometimes the
temperature being pretty high, and one can
imagine how one felt when 1 was stuck 1n
the developing room, trying to wash and fix the
negatives in a dark room, 10 ft. by 4 ft.. with
very little ventilation.




Incidentally, in this house I have as a com-
panion one G. Azeal, who was working as an
X-ray operator, etc., for 35 years. He also has
lost some fingers and suffers from dermatis, but
I'm pleased to say he 1s very fit otherwise and
over 80 years of age.

I remain, Sir,
Yours respectfully,
J. J. ABBOTT.
(Late Q.M.5.)

FROM ALL QUARTERS

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Commands and Staff

C.8.: Major-Generals F. C. Hilton-Sergeant, late
RAMC.: F. I. O'Meara, late RAMC.: and D. J.
Muil, late R AD.C.

RAMC.

O.B.E, : Lieut.-Colonels A. B, Dempsey and D. D,
Maitland. M.B.E. - Major G. Shave; Majors (Q.M.)
J. Aberdein (T .A) and L. Leyland (T.A). B.EM.:
S./5gts. T. Hawnt and 5. E. Wilson (T.A.). C.-in-C,
FARELF Certificate of Good Service: 5./3gl. J. G.
Ampleford and Cpl, D. J. Morgan. Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal ; W.0s.1 1, H, Rasell and K. A,
Reeves; W.OslII G. Barker and H. M, Bishop,
B.E.M.; 5./5gt. K. Hall and Sgt. H. Bain, 5./Sgt.
I. G. Clough, Sgt. K. 5. Gill,

RADC.

Meritorious Service Medal @ 5./Sgt. T. Corby,
B.EM. Long Service and Good Conduct Medal :
W.0s.1I G. A. Kelly and I. C. Muston; 5./5gt. D. W,
Ball.

O ARANC,
M.B.E. : Major M., Walshe, R.R.C. R.R.C. : Lieut.-
Colonel M., A, J. Condon; Major E. M. Tumner,
M.B.E. A.R.R.C.: Major C. Fisher.

RETIREMENTS
R.AMC,

Colonels B. J. Daunt and C. V. Macnamara;
Lieut.-Colonel J. A. C. Kidd: Majors (Q.M) W. C.
Koss, M.BE., DCM. and G. J. D Webberley:
Majors E. D. M. Anderson, H. B. Q. Edgson, D. E.
Marmion, V. H. Muir and R. Luckwell,

RADC.
Colonel F. W. Burke.

OARANC
Majors J. Monteath, L. M. Flower, R. Saunders
and A. D. MacCormick; Capt. I. C. Clark.

PROMOTIONS
B.AD.C.

To be Colonel : Lieut.-Colonel A. N. Moon, To be
Liewt -Colonel : Major R. Green,

APPOINTMENTS

R.AM.C.

Major-General W. A. D, Drummond to be
D.G.AMS. (April, 1956). Major-General F. J.
('Meara to be D.D.M.S., Western Command. Briga-
dier A. E. Campbell to be D.D.G.AM.S. (April,
1956). Brigadier P. F. Palmer to be ID.M.5., M.E.L.F.
{December, 1955). Brigadier F. McL. Richardson to
be D.M.S., N.A.G, (Febrnary, 1956). Colonels P, J. L.
Capon to be [Darector of Army Health; E. M
Hennessy 1o be DMS., FARELF; T. F. M. Woods
to be DDM.S, 1 Corps; K. H. Clark to be
AD.M.S., Berlin; M. R. Burke to be P.5M.B.,
Western Command; R. J. Niven to R.AM. College;
and J. E, C. Robinson to be D.D.AH., FARELF.
Licut.=Colonels J. C. Walts to Cyprus; T. E. Field
to FARELF; J. F. D. Murphy to FARELF;. J.
McGhie o R.AM. College; . L. Gordon to Army
School of Health: D, G. Levis to AM.D.5; J. B.
Camow to be Adviser in Physical Medicine, J. B, M.
Milne to Cyprus; H. J. Anderson to be D.D.AH..
MNorthern Command; and R. A, K. Torping to be
A.D.P, Northern Command,

R.AD.C.

Colonels E, C, Irish to FARELF as
A. K. Inglis to0 Western Command as
H. L. Foulkes-Roberis to M.E.L.F. azs D.D.D.S.:
H. Quinlan 1o Easterm Command 35 D.D.D.S.
Lieut.-Colonels D, V. Tavler to Hong Kong: A. M.
Moon to be O, No. 1 Army Dental Laboratory.
and A.D.D.S., Aldershot District: H. G. Dobbie (o
be OC, Mo 2 Army tal Laboratory; B. E
firemch to East Africa: 1. Howell to Eastern
Command; and K. Howse to Eastern Command.

. 10.1).5.;
.05

QA RANC.

Colonels G, Cocking to AM.D. 4 and E, I. Stirling
o FARELF as ADAMNS Lieut-Colonels L. M.
Rose o Southerm Command as ADANS.: K. M.
Blair to Cambrdge Hospital;, E. Pullom to be
ADANS, West Africa Command: and F, B.
Cozens to bhe Commandant, Preliminary Nurse
Training School.

For SErRVICES RENDERED

Mr. H. 5. 5 Amos came o RAMC. Records
office in Hammersmith in June, 1941, after twenty-
two years with the Cavalry and R.AC. Pay Office.
He has risen from Departmental Clerk., Grade I, to
Higher Executive Officer while serving the Corps,
apart from a peried of nine months when he was an
Establishment Offizer. Grade 11, at the Central
Ordnance Depot, Dideot, I am sure many of the
staff now working at Bushfield will remember the
amalgamation of RE.AMC., and AT.S. Records In
1947 which necessitated the move of RAMC.
Records from Gunnersbury Park to Winchester, when
Mr. Amos came to Bushfield and assumed duty as
Officer-in-Charge, Division 11, where he has remained
to the present date.

We have a lot to thank Mr. Amos for, partizularly
at the time we Bushficld Camp from

reocetl .'Z'EL'\'

Winchester Barracks when he organized a first-class
canteen to provide meals for staff, and although he
gave up the chairmanship of the Canteen Commitiee
some twelve months ago, the work he puot into the
prganization remains, It may not be generally known




that in many ways he has shown his keen interest in
the welfare of staff emploved in the Records Office
and time and again, when members of the siaff have
taken suddenly 1ll, Mr. Amos has sbown his thought
for others by placing himself and his car at the
disposal of the Welfare representative to convey the
indisposed member of the staff to his or her home.

Mr. Amos received a presentation from the Records
Office staff on his retirement, and he takes with him
the best wishes of the Corps.

Mr. W. T. ("Pedlar™) Palmer has just completed

his service as a civilian clerk in AM.D, 2 (formerly
AM.D, 1). He joined the R.AMC, in 1907 and lefr

(Officer, Class II, afiter
AM.D.

with the rank of Warrant I
twenty-three years' service, He came to n
December, 1934, since when he has dealt 1e
records of literally thousands of medical officers, their
promotions, retirements, movements, jovs and sorrows,
and his fund of Corps knowledge and ability to quote
almost chapter and wverse on s0 many old rulings,
historical Corps events and so on has been invaluab
o numerous officers of the
knew his father,” is a fairly frequent opening gambit,
During the od 1940 to 1943 he served in the
Local Defenze Volunteers and Home Guard.
“Pedlar,” since his enlistment, has led an active
life, but unfortunately, like us all, is getting no
vounger, and now, “rising sevemty,” is locking for-
ward to retirement. When this occurs he will be
missed by many and a personality will be lost to the
Department. Twenty-three years' colour service, and
over twenty-one as a civilian clerk, total over forty-
four vears' Corps servize, during which time he has
servied under no fewer than twelve DUGs. A rdd

C
[D.Gs. staff, “Yes, sir, 1

record of Corps service, Good luck, “Pedlar,” and
thank wou.
STATE REGISTERED NURSE
Eleven other ranks of the QARANC, were

successful in passing the State Final Examination in
Dctober, 1955,

For SALE

The following items of officer’s uniform are for
sale, Inguiries should be addressed to The Adjutant,
Depot and T.E.. R.AMC.: Dress cap, brand new,
size 6F (£6). Service dress cap, brand mew, size 6§
(£3). Service dress, good condition, chest 3% in.,
crutch to foot 28 in. (£2). Officers’ shop British Warm
MNo. 2, height 5 ft. 3 in. to 5 ft. 4 in., breast 34 in, 1o
39 in. (£3). Battledress, size 3, new, Riding bools,
military pattern, with trees, as new, size 7. Blue
patrols, good condition. Wellingtons, good condition,
size 7. Six collars, three shirts,

THE Forces Mororme CLus

We have been asked to direct the attention of our
readers to the Forces Motoring Club. The club exisis
primarily for the advantage of serving members of
the Armed Forces and those who, ﬂ:l.‘.':ing served,
continue to find enjoyment in the company of Service
people. It is a non-profit company associated with
the R.AC, and a leaflet giving full particulars may
be obtained from the Club, 2 Charterhouse Mews,
London, E.C.1.

TRANSFERS OF E.AM.C. BADGE

Full colour transfers of the Corps Badge are mow
available from the P.RE.I. at the R.AM.C. Depot.
The badge is 44 in. in height and is ideal for Com-
pany notice boards, motor-cars, offices, elc,

Each transfer costs 25, 6d. and applications for
them should be made direct to: PRI, R.AM.C.
Depot, Queen Ehzabeth Barracks, Crookham, Hants.

Applications should be accompanied by a remit-
tance to cover the cost of the transfers ordered.

[




AT YOUR SERVICE . ...
GALE & POLDEN LTD
THE PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS AND STATIOMERS TO THE SERVICES
We are specialists in the design of Service Printing—no
* pHiH.“ H[; matter how large or small your requirements our expert

knowledge will ensure that the work is correct in every
detail. Estimates and samples are all part of the service.

*Dl[STﬂHPlHG Service crest dies are kept in stock and ready for
mmediate use.

*BnnKSEL“HE Our Service publicaiions are well known throughout
the Services. We also stock a large selection of sport-
i]1y books, gl_'ﬂl_‘r;d fiction, war stories, etc,

YOU ARE INVITED TO INSPECT OUR DISPLAYS OF GREETING AND SPECIAL
OCCASION CARDS, GIFT STATIONERY, GIFT BOOKS AND FANCY GOODS

GALE & POLDEN LTD
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YOU SHOULD OPEN

a private banking account with your Official
Pay Agents as well as receive your pay and
allowances from them if you wish to take full
advantage of their considerable experience in
both Banking and Army matters.

Holt’s Branch are the Official Pay Agents to the
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS, the
ROYAL ARMY DENTAL CORPS and the
QUEEN ALEXANDRA’S ROYAL ARMY
NURSING CORPS.

In addition to being thoroughly conversant with all
aspects of Army Pay, the Agents can give you an efficient
and personal Banking Service which is world-wide, with
specialist departments to deal with every Insurance,
Income Tax and Investment problem.

GLYN, MILLS & €CO.
HOLT'S BRANCH

KIRKLAND HOUSE, WHITEHALL, S.W.]

Head Office: 67 Lombard Street, E.C.3

ASSOCIATED BAMKS:

THE ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
WILLIAMS DEACOMN'S BANK LIMITED

5

—_———— —— —

Printed in Great Britain by Gale & Polden Ltd., Printers, Publishers, Designers and Typographical Advisers,
at their Wellington Press, Aldershot, ADVERTISEMENT MANAGERS—Gale & Polden Ltd, 3253-m







8t. George of England. The latter became the exmblem of
£

Eaward IIT (1327 - 77) but Richard I had elready used it as & personal

in 1194,

These many exanples of mencstie and cther hospitals using the red cross
show that it must have been recognised &s a medicel gycbol in medisevel times.
USE BY CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL
Charing Cross Hospitel, founded in 1818, has a red cross pattee on its arms.
I have not yet been able to find when this was adopted but it wes probably about
1880.
THE RED CROSS AS A PLAGUE SYMBOL
The first plague symbol of which we have any record was probebly thet used
he Isreelites c¢t the time of the Passover. This was, undoubtedly, red es
mede with blood, but wes not in the shape of e cross. As recorded in
Wand the Lord said unto Moses 'yet will I bring one more plegue upon
Pharch and upcn Egypt' ...." Leter the directions were given "they shell toke
of the blood, end strike it on the w0 side partz end on the upper @oor pest of
the houses s.ss:s. and the a shall be to you for e tol up! e houses
where ye ore: whe ¥ you
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Demolition of

The Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley

September 16th 1966

Contractors
William Perry's Demolition and Plant Hire (Southampton) Limited
Southern Sand and Ballast Limited
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MEMORIES OF TOYTOWN’
HOSPITAL

MTO the hands of & Devonshire antigue deoler come two bulky
photograph albums. He passed them on to the matron ot the
Royal Wictorio Hospitel at Metley. A1 o result o pictorial record
of the Red Cross Hospital, which onee spread itself in the grounds
at Metley to take First World Wor wounded, is preserved for all

hime.
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FALKS for the fittings you want

The elegant contemporary Tl::i.-l'!:ll-'-!'l"lll range ilustrated
i3 just one example of the many lighting fittings for all
purposas dosigned and manufaciured
by Falks. Ses numerous others at our
showrooms

10 COMMERCIAL ROAD, SOUTHAMPTION

Tol, Southampten 210014
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aLLE E Vi sELE
were pushing it [rom Lhe

Mront, and the third group wa

| rocking the car from side to sid
|  Smith and the juvenile were if

| this group and were shouting ang
| swearing, Pe Woodford warred

Smith and told him to stop rock

ing-the car but Smith continuesg

to shout and swear and pusn
car, as did the juvenile.

At this time a girl on the pave
ment was screaming, as her fabhel
| was attempting to get her awa
| from the crowd. Smith and the
| juvenile ran towards Lthem ang
| both began shouting and swsaring

Smith grabbed hold of the mat
and was told to leave bul con
tinued with the same conduct an
was arrested.

| By thiz time a large number of
police officers had arrived and had
subdued the crowd. which was
beginning to disperse,

Prominent in the crowd w2
Moxom, who was using Insulbing
words.

TOLD TO MOYE ON

At 11,20 pm ofcers want to th
doorway of Loveland's sho
where there were a numb i
youths around a nolice -
making a nuisance of themsslvey
a5 | They were asked to move on an

C ; all did except MoXom.

e Moxom was told to move alon
2| as he was causing an ohstructic
d| Moxom raised his right arm i

ention Committee was forme
Dne of its keenest supporters o
ong, who was then stationed d

b has rather languished. But
to the formation of a ne

J.1 going to miss those storks whic
n, | used to roam through the ground
is| A member of the staff tells my
ce | that although they settled dow
| well to life in Ensgland. after i
er | journey from Spain. one of the 13
1k | pair of storks died after swallowi
is | an object which stuck in its crop
| The remaining stork was pry
sented to the Southampton Zoo.

| Villages’ need o
;. industrial land

EW FOREST Rural Council®
% Planning Commiftee frave d

- | cided that the question of alloca
ting areas for industrial use if
villages, to ensure the villages
continued existence, should
referred to a conference wikh
Hampshire County Council, to
gether with the general problemn
of avallability of Industrial Lang
throughout the rural council®
ared.

At a ocommittee meeting, [ear
were expressed that, without lang
for industry. some villages mizh
become  extinet through popula
tion drift,




Build modern

hospital at

Netley

AFTEH reading your coOrrespon-
dent's opinions concerning the
R.V.H. demolition. | just couldn't
let the Abbey Hill resident carry |
on her lament. i

The only beauty 1 And at the
hospital is the natural surround-
ings and [ cerfainly think that
the arched facade and expanse of
dark, creepy corridors do not fall
under the category of beauty.
And. due to the fire, several years
ago. parts of the building are un-
safe. I am sure most people would
rather see thiz neglected ruin
pulled down, than zee it fall down,
Tarbe taking human life with
i

I certainly agree with the reader
who suggests a hospital here, but
a new, modern one. Surely thiz iz
the idenl place, with the grounds
and sea alr enough to make any-
one healthy again.

The nearest hospital 15 the
| Royal South Hants in the middle
of a dirty. grimy eity called South-
ampton. Thesze conditions can't be
helped but are Health Committees
going to turn their backs to this
golden opportunity of fresh air,
space and more space beyond ? —
MISS M. DEAR (aged 14 years)
(11, Queen's View, Nelley Abbay,
Southampton).

Demolition too

costly

The crux of the matter is that
the R.Y.H. Meiley is obsolete to
the forces, as they have other
sufficient hospital accommodation
for their needs, therefors like
other unwanted Government
property it is allowed to de-
teriorate and then destroyed.

I have vel lo =ee & modern
building which would stand up to
the structural work of Netley
Hospital, even though it's 100
yvears old, The vast cost of demo-
lition alone would help to restore
at least part of the hospital for a
good purpose, an excellent nurs
ing home. etc.

The Hospital has alwavs been
used to its full capacity in every
emergency, as far as I can go
back over 30 years. If suddenly
there were to be a full-scale war,
and who kEnows? I am sure the
Hospital would be utilised as it
has alwavs been, regardless of the
so-called unsafe structure, which
to my mind i5 a lot of eve wash.

My hushand, too, was a nurse
at Netley Hospital for vears, with-
out any complaints. He took the
rough with the smooth, as all good
nurses should.—F., J. LAMBETH
(Mrs.) (3. Hound-road, Hetley
Abbey).




Build super

hospital at
Netley

O Netley Hospital i -
) s
S demolished, well no nn:uwr?:

‘knows the place wi
the destruction of tllitli - dos e

_ aest itl- '
atrocitv. long _mlﬂﬂimirﬂiﬁﬁnd

front, sick rooms viewing coal
yards at the back. The bulldozers
can get to work and good riddance
to this relic that reminds one of
Poona and the cld Army.

 But the site, that is worth a lot.
We don’t want any goli courses,
sports arenas, IMuseumns, etc.,
however desirable. Build a greab
super-hospital centre incorporat-
ing everything, replace the Royal
South Hants with its -snarled-up
traffic problems, the General with
its awkward access, the Chest,
Home of Recovery, the lot. With
no traffic hazards and direct
routes from all of the town, the
site is perfect. Also patients will
et well quicker looking over park-
and and water than they ever
will over shops and factories.

And the cost, about that of &
couple of nuclear submarines, and
I know which I prefer, subs sail-
ing in Southampton Water or a
glittering office ol healing on its
bank. It isn’t the submarines.— J.
w. R. SLADE, (420, Portsmoutih-
road, Sholing, Southampton).
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b
tened rail

have difference
who  havi. v used the

passenger service on the March

Falling foul of the Beeching
axe, their Monday to Friday ser-
vice came to an end vesterday,
and although the regulars ook it
philesophically, and talked of !l
other arrangements they had
made for their dai(liv journey, the
last train was filled with railway
eathusiasts who deplored the
passing of another line,

For the last journey British
Rail provided 2 newly - recon-
ditioned Hampshire diesel elec-
tric multiple unit, and for relief
driver Mr. Ralph Head, of East-
leigh, it was a routine run. with-
ont’ sentiment, although the long
blasts on his two-tone horn as he
approached the several gateless
Crossings, suggested he had cap-
tured some*hing of the occasion

Since 192




RVH—"Useless,
badly-designed’

- As a very junior VAD who served
during the latter period of the
First World War at the RV
Hospital, Netley, | feel that | must
| add my opinions to those already
put forth by the members of the
general public regarding this
badly-designed and wuseless build-
ing.

I clearly remember as I walked
through the corridors of the
ground floor daily, thinking how
amazing it was that all the suffer-
ing men lying in their beds there
did not die of double pneumonia
and not of the wounds sustained
in that terrible war. At the time
I am now speaking of Netley
Hospital was full in every floor
and the corridors were lined on
either side with beds and patients,
leaving a narrow passageway be-
tween the beds. Behind all this
glass so admired by some of the
public the poor patient either froze
in his bed in winter, or blistered
in heat in the summer, Of those in
the dark wards behind, theirs was
an unhappy existence too. No view
from the front and only the
kitchen, coal hea]:s and general
administrative collection at the
back, not very health giving to
stricken soldiers.

Excellent surgery and nursing
by the doctors and Army sisters
was unstintingly given to them all,

in the most appalling working cir-
cumstances. ;

By all means let the Ministry ol
Works go ahead and demolish
this obsolete building and put In
its place a modern building
devoted to the studying of ALL.
medical science in memory of a
hospital in the name of “Victoria,
so that all peoples may profit from
the findings everywhere in the
world.

Netley Hospital in the past was
rightly called “ The Workhouse.”"—
{(MRS.,) J. R. SEXTON (Downs
Park Stores, Downs Park-crescent,
Eling, Totton).




Each week we’ll be having ¢
interested in obtaining this week
Send postal order for 3s. 3d. to ¢
Department, 28, Greville-street,
name, address, style number and

Lip-front casual

ZIP UP this figure-flattering
casual for work, shopping,
travel! There's a young flare
to the unpressed pleats, pert air
to the little collar.

Printed pattern 4699: Half-
sizes, 33-inch bust with 37-inch
hips, 35/39, 37/41, 39/43, 41/45,
43/47. Size 3T-inch bust with 41-
inch hips requires 4 yards 35-
inch fabric.

HIGH QUALITY
PRINTED PATTERN
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lately afler birth and, when
barely a day old, the little girl
Mr. and Mrs. Charreft ﬁa
waited for was taken away to
hospital,

“I can tell you that at the time
I feit everything was wrong.
You can imagine. We wondered
whg:& on earth was wrong with
us.

Little Debbie, bright eyed and
bonnie, has since that time
Fgcnme familiar with hospital
e,

A valve was inse
head ¢t o




Historic Service
Hospital
Chapel to be Preserved

Sir—Much publicity has been
given in recent weeks to the
decision to demolish the old build-
ing of the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Netley, in Hampshire,

The knowledge that the Royal
Chapel will be fully preserved
should reassure the Rev. E. H.
Pillifant, who expressed his deep
concern (Feb. 3) and to the many
others who hold * Netley” in
affectionate esteem.

Indeed many valuable and
historical pieces, salvaged from
the old hospital building now
under sentence, have been pre-
sented to the museum of the
Royval Army Medical Corps or
have been incorporated in the
newer building which will con-
tinue as a Service hospital.

It is only human to feel sadness
at the passing of such a great old
hospital, which for over a century
inspired some of the most dis-
tinguished doctors of the Army
Medical Services., But those who
value such a heritage may take
pride in the knowledge that today
at Netley these high traditions n
medicine and nursing sustain the
new and forward-looking Service
Psychiatric Centre, in which both
the Army and the Royal Navy
have joined to work together,

Yours faithfully,
DESMOND MURPHY,
Col,,
Officer Commanding.
Royal Victoria Hospital. Netley.
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Replace RVH with modern
building

Ta the Editor of the " Southern E ing Echo®

S!NCE it was announced by the Ministry of Works that they propose
to demolish the RYH, you have had a spate of letters. Only since
it has been decided these folk in Metley are up in arms, or dismayed |
at the news. They remained silent for the past 10-15 years the main |
building has been unused, an empty shell. |

Th

£l tuated
each end of

in all).
mile long
aft.

1l and think of tI
[ C. J. SCDTT, S.R.N.
R.M.P.A. (4, Rose-close, Langdow
Croft, Hythe, Southamptonj.
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‘SHOCKING’
HOSPITAL
COMES DOWN

DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

A MILITARY hospital cri-
<% ticised for its design by
Florence Nightingale on her
return from the Crimea is
at last being pulled down.

Demolition began yesterday of
the Rowal Victoria Hospital, at
| Netlev, Hampshire. The hospital, |
| a quarter of a mile long, has 138
wards which once contained 1.065
beds. The site wili be developed
as a recreational open space for
the public.

When Queen Victoria laid the
foundation stone in 1856 the hos-
pital was acclaimed as the world’s
largest military hospital. But be-
fore it was finished in 1863,
Florence Nightingale was con-
cerned that the building bore no
relation to her recommendations
to the War Office.

The wards were dark and
poorly ventilated and there were
no isolation units. It appeared
to her that an imposing facade to
Southampton Water was given
priority over a functional hospital.
But building continued and the
hospital has been an enormous
drain on Government finances
ever since.

“Jeeps in corridors”

In 1944 the hospital was handed
over to the American Army who
were said to have solved the
problem of the long corridors by
driving Jeeps along them. Netley
was returned to the British in
1945.

In 1956 Gen. Sir George
Erskine, G OC-in-C  Southern
Command, said that the main
building was ‘“a shocker, un-
economic and would be better to
| be pulled down.”




liability for £41 in stamp
arrears.

He maintained that he has not
worked since a car accident in
May, 1964, and as an unemployed
person he is not required to stamp
a card.

But the Ministry savs he earns
a living by gambling. They main-
tain that he had won £600 from
bingo in the last 12 months.

Point of gross return

A spokesman at the Ministry's
headquarters in London ex-
plainted: *1 cannot comment on
individual cases but the rule s
that any person who is not em-
ployed must pay the non-employed
stamp of 14s 1l1d a week if his
total income from all sources is
£260 a year or more.”

What if a man won £600 at
bingo and lost £400 of it at the
dogs making his net earnings only
£200? .

The spokesman replied: ** His
losses could not be offset against
his winnings. The ruling is very
clear about this. It says in black |
type that exemption from liability
can only be obtained if the total
income from all sources is less
than £260.”

The case concerning Mr.
Osborne has already come before
a registrar, but the hearing has
been adjourned for it to be con-
tested before a county court
judge. The case may be heard at
Reading next Wednesday.

POLICE RAID
‘DESTRUCTION IN |
ART’ SHOW

Police went to a performance
organised by the * Destruction in
Art Symposium " at St. Bride's |
Institute, Fleet Street, last night.
Mr. Gustar Metzoer, the sym-
posium’s secretary, said they con-
fiscated a film and equipment used
during the performance.




RVH demolition’
regretted

T'HE Royal Victoria Hospital at
Netley is without doubt the
most elegant and impressive build-
ing along the shores of Southamp-
ton Water. The proposal to
demolish this fine building seems
all the more regrettable in view of
the fact that it is one of the few
| places of beauty left to grace the
shores of our world famous water-
way.

With the number of ugly 1in-
| dustrial structures and installa-
tions increasing all the time it
must surely be well worth while
to preserve this area and possibly
the RVH to continue to provide a
refreshing break in the ever-grow-
ing wilderness of industry.

It seems a great pity that this
building should have been so
neglected over the years as to
make its restoration such a
formidable task, but shouldn’t we
meet this task as a challenge |
before it is too late?

If it can be suitably converted,
then whatever purpose this
magnificent building is put to
whether as a hospital, old people’s
home or recreational centre, 1t
should be for the benefit or enjoy-
ment of as large a section of the
generai public as possible. For |
too long it has lain derelict, use-
less and forgotten.—M. B. CURTIS |
(Willow Mead, Botliey-road, Horton |
Heath).
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f Golf course at

AAY 1 add my support to the | : -
" _Dbroposal to convert the | Ej

 Brounds of the disused and obsc- | 103
[ lete Royal Vietoria Hoespital at| ¥
1| Netley into a golf course? |
L This is a splendid idea and s
t snould be done as soon as possible.
b —J. R. WHITE (204, South East-| ¢4
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be”m case fut a recreational epen
space.

Commented Mrs. Neal: "Of
course it -will cost a lot to|
modernise if. But it's estimated |

that it will cost at least £60.000— |
personally I think it will cost more

—to demolish the place. Why not |
use that money, together with
what we can raise, towards
mudemislng it?"

Many people thought the hos-|
pudl was falling to pieces, «.md|

Mrs. Neal. “That is untrue. The|
TLEY HOSPITAL. Is it a useless, derelict old building|only damage has been caused by

which should be demolished to make way for a park |vandals.” {
| Open spaces were gll very well,

‘md recreational open space? Or is it o piece of outstand- |but not so important as a hospi-

ing archnteciure that could be preserved and put to a useful |tal, It would also mean the loss

of what was a unigue piece of
purpose i architecture.

The Ministry of Works think it —/—  — — What sort of hospital did Mrs.

should be demolished. So do|started her fight against official- :
Hampshire County Council. Bul|dom. | Meal envisage?

many people are upset by the idea.| por after her letter was pub- i tgmlﬁ?‘ﬁt q?:'int.‘srl?éll Er:-;ﬁ?g& 125:1*;.
| In December the Ministry an- | lished other villagers tf:lr;-phnnf-d sychiatric training and rehabili- |

'n[]u[wed their plans to knock down | her and wrote letters of support, = , < = |
the Royal Victoria Military Hos- | More messages of ﬁup{m:t came | t%&algp'f?u}lf ?,_1 a“h‘r’ﬁ“ﬂgﬁ“mala
pital. |I'mm people  throughout ihe “But all that really matters is |
Immediately Hampshire County | county. | that L:' «fhou‘d be used to meet the |
Council offered to buy the site. It| «when T wrote the 1&4,‘31- it ﬂﬂk-uﬁk'cnt needs of man todq'.'
was described by Lord Porchester | just a personal protest,” Mrs. |
chairman of Hampshire's {mf'n [Meal told me at her Abbey-hill
space committee, as “one of the | pome, half a mile from the
best open spaces in Ltle county.” |hospital. “But it just snowballed
OF MER 1fom there. It was obvious there
But many of Net 1e\ s villagers | was a lot of support for my ideas,
disagreed. The hospifal, a land- |50 four of us got together and
mark on Southampton Water's|formed an RVH Preservation
eastern bank for more than a|Society.”
century, was of great architectural The society organised a petition
merit, they claimed. And Wwhy|and started an appeal fund. Both
knock it down when Britain was| received considerable support
s0 short of hospital accomumoda-
tion? OPPOSITION
One of those upset by the But there has also been opposi-
Ministry decision was housewife | tion. Many people feel it would
Mrs. Anne Neal. She wrote a pro- | cost too much to modernise the |
| test letter to the “ Echo.” And that | hospital. Others Lh'nk ll‘e‘c is a




erston=the Most

Ministers

istorian Donald Southgate

For unless a man of pri-

e best part of his life to

and the archives of half-

bfinitive life can be written
years.

i

became Foreign Secretary, that
there was anything occult about
diplomacy which put it beyond
the understanding of an ordinary
man such as himself; and to
assert, after he had held the
office for some vears, that only
he was in a position to give a
worth-while opinion on foreign
affairs.

there was some

Palmerston the Foreign Minister.
—Illustrations from * The Most
English Minister ” (Macmillan).

ners would only adopt the

sh constitution their
troubles would soon be over.
Queen Victoria was nearer the
mark \\l enn she said it was “a
sad mistake to try constitutions
in these Southern countries.”

Sending the Fleet

In Europe his E‘E‘lt ai m was

|  MEET ‘THE
MUSSOLINI
FISH'

AVE you ever noticed how
people often look like animals

—or is it the other way about? In

the Februarv issue of the monthly

“Animal Life” (3s. 6d.), there
| a story about our liitle coastal
| friend the blenny—local fishermen
| will know all about him. Well,
| the article is called " The fish that
| looks like Mussolini "—and there
1 q.ﬂ'a wonderful photograph to prove

it!

As usual there are

standing photogr
| from graceful stor rraceful

cuckoos: white rhines (the rar
ones) to " dragons”—the fearsome
| looking marine iguanas of

| Galapagos Islands,

Concerned as it is with the need
| for a better understanding of, and
| better protection, for animals, the
magszine's article about the bal-
ance of nature and man’s efforts
to help i(which are invariably dis-
astrous) is to the point.

And for something most un-
usual, what about catching turtle
using a remaora, or sucking fish, as
a handy accessory?

some out

Fined £4

hn Harvey, of Hanger-
1 Was hnerl £4 at

Harold Je
| close, Max -.
Ringwood i
| a traffic ; conti Jmmu “white
line—when drivi 112 a car at Pickett
Hiill, Ringwoaod

‘Killer Joe
taugh




BUILD SUPER HOSPITAL
AT NETLEY .

Tn the Editor of the - Southern Evening Echo™
AVING read with interast the correspondence on MNetidy Hospital,
tha latter from J. W. R. Slade made me feel 1 simply had to put
pen to paper and .:B.y now :.lrnngl'_l.r | agree with him.

Kna PR
groun

ith this wondertul
a agree that it
much i
than golf
; alter

i .
LEWIHE‘TDH II'n'IRS]'
{32, Marls -ruad Botley).

'Sacred

atmosphere’

You have courteously printed a |
good deal of correspondence re-
lating to the Royal Victoria Hospi-
tal, Netley, which 1 have followed |
with great interest.

would be
A. MARSHALL
Hﬂadﬂhb, Warsash).
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R.V.H. NETLEY ‘COULD BE
TRANSFORMED’

To the Editor of the * Southern Evening Echo”

\. JITH reference to your correspondent's letter in Monday's “Echo”
—this is exactly what | mean by lack of vision and imagination

| today!—This is 1986 not the 30's—with modern technigues thess

| “glo

il N

L or
uch

be more |
|

ain
world
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THE END OF A’
HOSPITAL

T\T the House of Commons, Mr.

David Price asked the Secre-
tary of State for Defence what he

proposed to do with the Royval Vic-
tors .a Hospital, Netley, when it
ceased to be required by Her
Majesty’'s Government.

Mr. Reynolds: Its main block is|
to be demolished: when the|
psvchiatric wing has been repro-
vided elsewhere, the hospital will
be disposed of in the normal way.




heir modern factory for a

ge of fermented

‘production.




R HOSpiia|

THE story | understood about the
R.V.H. was that the building
was designed for Bombay and that

dled, probably thous-

ands.

Surely whatever authority take
over should take this into account
as in my opinion this land should
be utiiised in memory of those who

died and a new hospital would be
the appropriate building otherwise
we will probably have a con-
tinuation of Weston Shore with its
unsightly skyserapers on this
beautiful piece of land.

I understand the Garrison

somehow the pilans for Netley and Church is bzing retained so we shall

India were confused. |
Surely this must be the explana-

still have something to remember
to this ill-fated building. — H. J.

tion for the long draughty cor- SUTTON. (58, Hunt-avenue, Netley

ridors, the wards facing the wrong
way and even the appearance of
the hospital. — JOCELYN SON-
 DERSKOV (Mrs.) (Kobe, Hamble-
lane, Hamble.)

Memorial to

the dead

Thanks to Mrs. Neal in epening

this very interesting correspon-
‘dence and may | come back to re-
lating to m previous letter
concerning R.V. Hospital and the
| building of a modern hospital,
| During the 1914-1918 war this hos-
: gital with addition _of Red Cross
wits at the back had 4,000 patients,

= e W - e "I T

B
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SCENE AT NETLEY

==ttt ST L b T

ll'l homage to the occasion, Bill
Perry reéplaced his wsual
hand-rolled cigarette with a
rather superior machine made
one.

His hands didn't shake, but
under the new, blinding white
demolition chief's ceremonial
helmet, he looked as though
he needed that cigarette.

By that time though everyone
was pleased. There were those
who shouted the news: of the
Metley casket fto those not
close  enough to see  im-
mediately,

The first-ever VO, a prototype,
never awarded, coins from gold
down to half farthings, the
Crimea Medal and a bundle of
documents (looking like a fold-
over tobacce pouch) that the
generals feared to open.

Wetnes: had crept info the
copper cazkel as it lay in its
granite fissure under the
hospital's foundstion stone,
The documents were soaking
and even the biggest general
there was going to leave it to
the experiz,

Everyone was pleased as the
band played “Here's a health
Unto His (Her?) Majesty.”
This, said Bill, the man who is
knocking down the hospital,
was something he would never
stop telling his grandchildren.

To tell the truth, he had given
e a behind-the-hand whisper
earlier, that he'd had a peep
under the foundation stone
firstl—just to =ee that there
was something there.

Everyone was pleased—and that
EOes for Alderman Reg,
Haskell, Southampton's
Deputy Mavor. As the cham-
pagne. and the memories
sparkied at the special gpuests
recéplion before the ceremony
he told me he had a bigger
stake in all this than he'd
thought.

The Deputy Mavor at the lay-
ing of the stome was a man
named Tucker, Well .
Tucker's daughter married
Reg Haskell's father.

Bo that means . . . No it
doesn't. In fact Reg's father
married fwice — hizs frst
wife died. The Deputy Mayar's

mother was not the
Miss Tucker,

Everyone was pleased, as 1| say.
Mr. H. F. Longmore, aged 81,
and the man with longest con=
nections with Metley Hospital.
He remembers John Brown,
that odd Highlander con-
fidante of Queen Vicloria,
eoming round with the Queen
and whispering . . "where
can | get a wee drappie.”

The answer, I understand, lay
in the black bag of the
hospital's pathologist,

Of course, there was that strong
rumour that the prezent
Queen would be looking in. I
was chatting Lo Lwo
QUARANC's, Capt. Monica
Pedley and Capt. Dorothy
Clements.
was doing it because I have
never missed the chance ever
since one such, in the long
long ago, made me an apple-
pie bed. They told me zbout
the rumour.

It seems that someone went to
their mess and azked to borrow
their stair carpet. It happened
t¢ be in ceremonial red. The
only one of its type in the
hospital.

Anyway, the carpet wasn't for
the Queen. However Her
Majesty's secretary did wrile
and ask for lots and lot= of
photographs of the day.

But, | reckon the happiest
person of all was Genersl
Barnsley. He's bheen ouf on a
limb for months and only now
can he get off Iit.

The General was the man who
started another rumour, A
long time ago he claimed that
the original Victoria cross was
buried under the foundatien
stone,

But he didn’

former

really know. He's
curator of the RAMC museum,

Aldershol. yet he couldn't be
sure. The only evidence of the
stone-laying ceremony was
that *“a cross® waz buried.
Didn't say which cross.

*Might be a crucifix,” he
miutiered before we went down
o see.

If Generals were in the habit of
Emlwing their Yips., he would
have done.

.7""' /5‘.?&1"#
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Make your presents 1
this Christmas with a
Warm hearted Dimplex
heater from

NICHOLSON'S

STATION ROAD, NEW MILTON. Tel. 244
HICH STREET, MILFORD-ON-SEA. Tel. 3206

For the

FRESHEST FISH

you ever tasted

Buy where you see this sign

FILLETS

The best you can buy

Supplied by:

J. MARR (nsu mercuants) LTD.

Fishmarket. Southampton
Phone 22821




R. V. Hospital

HAVE read with interest the

correspondence in connection
with the above and think with the
existence of the Fawley Refinery so
near and to the usual windward
side that the site would be most
unsuitable for use as another Hcs-
pital or for residential purpeses
and it looks very much as if the
 waterside is soon to be given ¢ er
to commercial purposes: Another
refinery or Docks.

It is of course now too late but
if a few years back when the
University was being put up such
an opportunity had occurred, it
would have made an ideal site and
our city would have had something
to be proud of: The buildings form-
ing its frontage could have been
adapted and the whole retained as
a screen to any more modern con-
crete blocks deemed essential.

I shall watch with interest for
any further news. — NETLEY
NAPIER BROWN. (Bursledon,
Godshill, Fordingbridge.)

R




SERVICE
TYRE SUPPLIES
LTD.

117-8 WMilibrook Ka Southampton
(Southamonton 21398) and

84-36 Southampnton RKd. Eastleigh
(Eastieigh 3027)

Ooper Monday to Saturday 8.30 to
6.00 and Sunday Morning Late

night Qoening Friday
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No small arm this

-'I*HREE—FEET of cannon, sticking upright from the ground, looked§

an easy enough job for demolition worker Barry Keénnett. A
few swings with the old pickaxe and the ancient gun would be
lying at his feet in no time.

That's what he thought, anyway. He sweated his way through
two-feet of ground, then gave up and called for a mechanical digger.

Good thing he did, or he would be at it still. When the cannon
was finally withdrawn from its resting place it measured 10ft. 6in.
long. “ The surprise of my life,” said Barry. “I reckon it would
have taken me a month to get the thing out with my pickaxe. It
probably weighs four tons.”

The cannon, bearing a George III crest, is one of four embedded
just in front of the old Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley, now being
demolished. Only the one has so far been lifted, but it looks as if all
are of the same type with 6in. diameter barrels.

One theory iz that the guns once belonged to a shore battery,
perhaps guarding the Solent approaches. Similar cannon have in
recent years been recovered from old fort sites in the Totland area s
of the Isle of Wight—" Echo " photos.




, Softly, Softly.
.50, News; Weather.
The Wednesday Play: The
, Twenty-four Hours,
eather.
Mas
, Posl

7.30, In Your
8. News.

8.5, Man Alive.

8.35, Thirty-minute Theatre.
9.5, The Hollywood Musical.
10.40, Mind and Motive.
11.10. Newsroom; Weather.
11.30; Late Night Line-up.

Place.

Marie Kean is in ' Mrs.
Thursday * tonight.

win-don

+

Leslie Sands and

Colin Farrell

in “ The Lump,” to-

night’s Wednesday play.

4,20, Crossroads. 4.45, Playtime.

5, Zoo Time. 525 William Tell.

5.55. ITN News. 6.5, Day by Day,
introduced by EKenneth Kendall
645, In Kite's Country.

7. University Challenge.
Coronation Street.

8. Mrs. Thursday.

8.55, ITN News. 910, Cinema.
9.40, Fly-in, 10.25, Southern News
Extra. 1035 Professional Boxing.

11.10, ITN News Headlines. 11.15,
Reporting '67. 11.45, The Weather
Forecast followed by Question-

7.30,

4.45, Playvtime.

b, Zoo Time. 5.25. Adventures of

the Seaspray. 5.55, News: Weather.
6.8. Crossroads. 6.30, Batman.
7. TUniverzity Challenge. 7.30,

Coronation Street.

8, The Rat Calchers. 8.55,
News. 9.10, Cinema. 9.40, Fly-in.
10.25, The Frost Programme.

11, News.

11.2, Professional Boxing.
Dateline: Weather.
With Doubt.

11.47,
11.57, Dialogue

3, Compaoser's P
Wilson.

5.50, Jazz.

6.25, Programmes.
6.20, Facts In Foecus.
Go!

7, Understanding
Alas, Good Friday.

8.5, Buxtehude.

9.5, Brigeflatts.

10.10, Monteverdi.

11, News. 11.15,

6.27, Markets.
6.25,

Music.

Markets.

6.30 pm, Peter Aldersley.
, Requests. 17.30, Disc
45, 208 Turntable.

32.30, La Clemenza Di Tito.

Let's |
1.30, |

8.20, Research.

: |
Drive. ;

"8 Sam Costa. 8.30, New to the

Charts. 8.45, Radio Bingo Show.

9. Keith Fordyce. 9.15, Topical
Tunes. 9.30. David Jacobs.

10, Peter Murray.
and Twenty Disc Club.

11, Spin with the Btars.
David Gell. 11.30, Pops Till Mid-
night.

12 Music,
Sophisticats,

1—2. Music.

12.30, Music foj

6 pm, News; Music.
7. News; Obsession.
of the Scarlet Queen.

|
10.30, Teen

11.15, |

7.30, Voyage |

8. News: Off the Wing Tip. 8.15, |

On the Scene. 8.30, Music
9, World Scene.
Show.

1 MNews' Sports.

Hall. |
9.30, Tonight |

1.]0. John |




PROTOTYPE
- OF VICTORIA
'CROSS FOUND

DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

A VICTORIA CROSS was
“* found in a copper casket
beneath the foundation stone
of the Royal Victoria Hos-
pital, Netley, Hants, yester-
day, 110 years after the
award was instituted. The
Army considers it to be the
prototype.

It was on Jan. 29, 1856, that
the Victoria Cross decoration
was instituted by Royal Warrant.

Four months later Queen Vie-
toria opened the hospital. It is
now being demolished.

“ Absolutely priceless ”

Maj.-Gen. A. Sachs, representa-
tive Colonel Commandant of the
RAMC for 1966, said the
prototype was * absolutely price-
less.”

Brig. Sir  John: Smyth, V.G,
president of the Victoria Cross
and George Cross Association,
said last night he did not know
who made the original drawings
from which Queen Victoria made
her choice of design. -

The Cross at Netley had no
inscription on the reverse side
and so was not a true V.C.

Picture—P26




B
TR and Reliance Telephone,
which is wholly owned by GE C,
are two of the largest British
companies renting internal tele-
phone systems. G E C considers

A. Weinstock, G.E.C.’s managing
director.

the linking of the two would
bring material advantages. Both
have expanded their installations
and profits in recent years, but
growth is becoming more diffi-
cult in the face of rising costs,
tax and other legislation.

Commercial embracing of TR
would make good sense. Ration-
alisation would bring significant
savings and G E C’s research and
development resources would
facilitate the design and supply
of the more sophisticated types of
equipment which will be required
in the future.

Overseas, the subsidiaries of
T R in Eire, South Africa, Canada

AT L




Netley
stone

J SHALL be there next '

Wednesday when the
big question mark is removed.
Wouldn’t miss it After all Net-
ley Hespital's foundation stone
has had a build-up as big as the
hospital’s knock-down, or its
ghest, : '

The stone was laid 110 years
g0 by Queen Victoria, Under it,
they say, are coins, medals and
8¢ on. But no-one really knows -
exactly what will he discovered,

One theory g that the

demeolished - hospital,

original Vietoria Cross is buried
there. _

Next Wednesday, in the partly
they will
find out. It will be done with
ceremony.

After the lifting of the stone
any historical items uncovered
will be presented to the repre-
sentative Colonel Commandant
of the Royal Army Medical
Corps, Major-Gen. A. Sachs.
Doing the presenting . .. Col.

J. F. D. Murphy, officer com- -

manding the Royal Victoria
Hospital, -

The Mayor and Mayoress of
Seuthampton are expected to be
there and the guest list is glow-
ing with generals. There will be
12 of them.




uou'.—v\;itl_i Sissy Jupe, the
naturally wise circus child, and
Mr. Sleary, the cheerful alcoholic.”

2.30, Swingalong. 331, Music
Parade. 4.30, Bandstand.

5, Pop Over Europe. 5.31, Chorus
Everyone!

6, Take a Bow. 6.30, Have A Go!
7, News; Radio Newsreel. 7.25,
Sports. 7.30, Forces Startime. 8.15,
Nord-Ring,

9, Time For Old Time. 10,
Dancing Round Europe,

11, Pete’s Party. 131, Derek
Franklin Trio. 2, News; Weather.

TOMORROW
6.5 am, First Day of the Week.

WWiFa ..l

:dar'ﬁerunfg: Act 2 820, George

(rotter-

aw. s
Devine 1910-1966, 9.5, Gq_tter-
dammerung: Act 3. 10.20, Violin
Music: Ysaye and Bach. 11, News.

6.30 Peter Aldersley. 7, Requests.
.45, Mu’'s Music,
| 8, Peter Murray. 8.30, Don Moss.
B.45, Radio Bingo Show. -
9, Oxfam Silver Disc Show. 9.30, |
BS Show. 945 Battle of the |
iants.
10, Jimmy Young. 10.30, Tony |
all. |

11;
ackson, 12, Guys, Gals and
CGGroups. 12.30, Music. 1-2, Records.

Keith Fordyce. 11.30, Jack |




All a
matter of
proportion

ARCHITECTS——-mUre than

most of us—Ilike to
keep a sense of proportion.
That's why that great green
dome over the old Royal
Victoria Hospital at Metley

has te go.

1 pass this news on to those
who are critical of the decision
to include the famous dome in
the demolition programing now
continuing.

Wouldn't it be betier to leave
it as the focal point of the hos-
pital's preserved chapel? is Lhe
argumeént ['vé héand.

Well, Mr. D. M. 0. Harris, a
chief architect with the Minds-
try  of  Public Building and
Works, thinks not., "When Lhe
hospital has gone. the tower
with the dome on top would be
out of scale with the chapel”
he explains.

And this was the considered
opinfon of other leading archi-
tects with the Ministry. But Mr,
Harris did go on to say: “We are
trt, however, just knocking this
dome down without any thought
for the future.”

Once the old tower and dome
is demolizhed the chapel’s front
elevation (which faces Soulh-
ampton Water) will be  re-
modeled. “The chapel will have
o proper gable end on that side,
and praojecting beyond thap will
be & sort of single-storey en-
trance. This entrance will have
features in it which will be
decorative, and instead of a
tower there will be a kind of
peortica”

He thinke that this type of
thing would be very much 'in
keeping with the character  of
the chapel, which he describes
as “a nice building architec-
turatly™.

“In fact I think the portico
will enhance the chapel’s appear-
ance"” he says

MNever ab any time, he emipha-
sises, had tere been a4 firm
decision to retain the done and
tower. It i also intended that
the \crozs on the dome—which
may scon be lifted off by hell-
copter—should go to the Royal
Army Medical Corps museum
near Aldershol, and not top the
new portico.

A start on the chapels npew
front will be made within 12
months, “After U hospital is
finally demolished completely
the chapel will stand In compleie
isolation,” says Mr. Harris.

"Bul it 15 intended that ihe
whole area will be carefully
landseaped . with  trees © and
shrubs, amd that the under-
ground alr-raid sheliers between
the old hosplial site and Soubh-
ampton Water will also go—if
there are no operational reguire-
ments for them."




A look

we h

'THE way we behave at o gend
American eyes. This is the B
called * The Hecklers .

It is directed by Joseph Strick,
who has many films te his
oredit, including " The Savaige
Eye ™ and “ Ulysses."

This one shows the reaction and
jcounter-reaction between speakers
and thelr audiences at election
mestings all over Britain.

cameras were there to cap-

ure emotion, scorn, feelings run-

ing high: and politiclans fighting
for thelr political lives.

A number of well-known politi-
cal flpures appear; including the
leaders of the two major “parties.
The heckling leads to violence, as
well as laughter,
8irick found the British institu-
tion of heckling something rather
impressive © and  moving, also
Amnzing.

I have never, he savs. heard of
a heckler who wasn't iminedintely
evicted from an Ametican politi-
cal meeting.

The rest,
in brief

“jin Search of & Holiday"”
{Southern 6.35)—a samnle selec-
tion of viewers' oroblems and
queries are answered.

L i ¥

“ garnacle BIill" (Southern 7.0)
—film  with , Alee Guinness wh
plays no fewer than six parts.

¥ - .

“ putlosk * (BBG-2, T.30)—in-
quiries inio the fight . from the
Tand and the crowding in the
gotth-east and midlands,

L i ¥

“Tha Yirginian"™ (BBG-2, 9.5)—
another one of those about the
preity school ma’m teaching a
young cowhond,

% E i

“ Maw Release " (BBC-2, 10.201—
recreates the story of John Ber-
ger’s book A Forfunate Man'
about a country doctor.

# ¥ k3

“The Unconguered  Ocean ™
{BBG-1, 11.7T)—the last of four pro-
RTATINES. This one is abouk
marine Diclogy.

 BE =
TV-WISE
NOW!

PAVE THE WAY
FOR COLOUR
—THE GIBBARD WAY ||:

Avoid tying  yourself o oA
brand new biack and white
TV Now.

BE WISE and rent a low cost
TV without paying the ten
months advance rental- De-
culred by law  (Sets  made
prior to February, 18641, Then
when colour TV iz ayallable.
rop will not be tied to an

nodel  and il be




Hamble
want RVH

e @
AMBLE Parish Council want a
full inquiry inte whether the
Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley |
should be demolished. |

In a letter to Netley Parish
Council — who have already
decided to oppose the Ministry of
Works decision — Hamble said:
“We feel we should offer you our
support’.

A full inquiry should be made
hefore the decision to demolish
the hospital was finally taken
added the letter.

But Winchester RDC have
decided not to support Netley's
opposition. A letter read to last |
night’s meeting said: ‘“We hear
from the Ministry of Works that
the cost of restorin Netley
Hospital would be almost as high
as that of building a new one”,

In view of this, the RDC would
support Hamg)shire I[Zhn::n.1111;¥1 Coun-
cil, who want to use the hospital

grounds as an open space. said
the letter. :
Last night’s meeting decided
to wait for an answer to a letter
sent to the Ministry of  Works
before taking further action.




Referees: W. Norris, P. Gunner,
Park, B. Hardy.

~ Soton nethall
teams success
against Bucks

Swindon on Saturday, and =g
three teams won their matches.

The first team had a partic
larly hard game and were strong
challenged by the Bucks tea
until the final quarter, whe
Southampton’'s solid i
accurate passing and
gave them a winning lead.

Scores were: 1st :
ampton 33, Bucks 25; 2nd tea
Southampton 56, Bucks 10, 31
team, Southampton 65, Bucks 5.

Southampton was representes
by—1st team: F. Cook (captain
W. Salway, C. Parker. J. Long,
Shave, D. Mitchell, D. Bryant; 2n¢
,|team: B. Griggs (captain), S
Blandford, M. Evans, J. Osman,
Bulpitt, M Baker, J Gibson; 3
‘| team: V. Osmond (captain),
Vivian, P Hill, L. Attwood,
Hallett, B. Peden, S. Riddell.




Col. J. F. D. Murphy, Officer Commanding, Royval Victoria

Hospital, Netley, Hants., displaying a prototype Victoria Cross

and a Crimea Medal found vesterday in a copper casket during
demolition of the hospital.




Tran Van Van, 538,

who was

a prominent South Vietnamese politician,

shot dead in Saigon vesterday.

By OUR OWN C

INCE New York is gener-
ally spoken of as the
richest city in the world,

it is logical to assume that
Christmas sales rung up by the
Fifth /.venue stores also con-
stitute something of a world

record each year,

That being so, the hand-me-
down attitude adopted by the
major department stores when
it comes to Christmas decora-
tions is a perennial puzzle. Not
that they aren’t eleaborate.
They are, but they are the same
every year.

Saks trots out the same old
gilded pipe organ each year and
plays gramophone records to con-
ceal the fact that it is a dummy.
Best: and Co. clings determinedly
to giant plastic laurel wreaths and
stars. The first aluminium-
sheathed skycraper on  Fifth
Avenue, the 666 Building,
speckles its sides with lighted red
stars—as it has done ever since
its opening—and reminds people
of measles in childhood. Lord and
Taylor’s usually gets the prize on
aesthetic ‘grounds but for the
same gossamer Christmas tree in
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LEVENTH-HOUR second the tower has erumbled. And

thoughts are being had over some people now think the
whether or not the central architect's sense of proportion
tower and dome at the Royal Is not so greatly offended after
Victoria  Hospital, Metiey, all.

should be demolished. So soon the architects will go
All seemed to be cut and dried With mivaiies Risaiac” E

::;n,ﬁ:d:hiimdﬂf_ [': a:f.hull If the tower and dome s re-

Harris, & chief architect with prieved money will not have

the Ministry of Public Build- fo go on erecting an alterna-

tive front entrance to the

that when the chapel, although, of course,

hospital was gone, the tower the old tower will have to be
with the dome on 1op, would given a new facade.

be out of scale with the The cress, which may have been
hospital's chapel,” he said. lifted off by RAF helicopter,
Since then, however, the actual would also remain over .the
hospital _ structure  adjoining . dome. FEWLRLL

iy




Denis Goacher, who spes
Byron part and did the research,
says: “I think we have some-
thing more than a portrait of the
poet.”

The intentlon iz to let Byron
speak 1’:::1?.i himsﬂkt

Jack de Manio is back to
Home Service *“ Today" duty
this week after his usual Spring
break.

“It's not been a holiday,” he
Says. “I've been working wery
hard writing a book about the
human side of BBC activities.™

3, E'mngalu-ng 41::, The DB.IES
4.31, Racing Results. 4.32, Newly
Pressed. 5.32, Roundabout. T7.20,
Sports. T7.30, Sporting Chance.

2. News: Comment. 8.15,
Souvenir, 845, The Embassy Lark.
9.15, Vienna City of Dreams.

10, Strimgs by Starlight. 10.31,
Music. 1, It's One O'Clock. 2,
News; Weather,

Lions give
pensioners
a holiday

IT was holiday morning recently

for ten Southampton old age
pensioners who, as guests of South-
ampton's Lions Club, gathered in
the Gaumont cinema car park
for the coach that was to take
them to their week's “everything
paid” holiday in Southsea.,

They will join 190 other old
people, guests of vartous Lions
Clubs from the South and West,
and will be entertained for the
week by Portsmouth Lions Club.

Climax of the holiday will ba
an Edwardian ball next Friday,
with the Lord Mayor of Ports-
mouth and the presidents and

officers of the Lions Club among
the guests.

The holiday is an annual event,
and last year at Bournemouth,
one ohd sienb]ernan became
romantically entangled with an
old lady also on the holiday. They
were married when they got
back to Southampton.

Bouthampton Lions Club

mh—-lm;:t

presi-
?ﬁk Cawte amr Hm

, News; Music. 8, News; The
Whistler. 8.30, 215t Precinct.

8, HNews;, On the Scene. 95.30,
Stars and Stripes.

10, World Scene. 10.30, Tonight.
11, News; Sports. 11.10, World of
Money. 11.15, John Doremus.

12, News; Music; Date With

A—Home, B—Light. C—7 am
to 6.30 pm, Music Programme; 6.530
pm to T7.30 pm, Foreign Selection;
7.30 pm to 3 am, Radio Luxem-
bourg. D—BBC2. E—BECl. F—
Southern TV. G—London TV.

Tﬂdajr., B--H ]'.ﬂ pm, Your 'll.:l.e*a-
day Requests (D.J., Zena Millard).
Roval South Hantﬁr Mr. T. Allen,
Mr. C. Vaughan, Mr. L. Booty,
Mrs. J. Leahy, Mrs. J. Perren,
Mrs. B. Farrant, Miss M. 'Conner,
Mrs. D. Lann, Mr, B. Payne, Mr.
R. Vane. General; Mr, H. Spencer,
Mrs. J. Connis. Chest: Mrs. B.
Smith. Eye: Mr. F. Allen, Mr. P.
Donnelly, Mr, F. Gray. Fred
Woolley: Mr. T. Woodhouse.

Wednesday, 7, For the Children.

8, Look Arocund.

8.15, Dymond's Time.

8.45, Have You Heard.

9, Epilogue.

Thursday, 8,
Part 1.

8.15, Thursday Requests.

8.45. Music Makers, Part 2.

9, Epilogue.

United service
at Winchester

E Mayor of Winchester, Mrs.

W.J. Carpenter Turner with her
husband, Mr. W. Carpenter
Turner, attended evening worship
at Weeke Methodizst Church on
Sunday. The occasion was the
guarterly united service with the
Parish of Weeke, and the church
was full.

The Rev. Bryan F. inney.
Methodist minister, conducted the
service, and lessons were read by
the Mayor and by Mr., A. Finch.
The clergy of the parish were
present,” and the combined
Anglican and Methodist choirs led
the singing.

Dr. D M. A, Mercer, diocesan
lay reader, spoke on the implica-
tu:-us md_ relzermoe jof worship.

Music Makers,




Cross may go in
helicopter swoop

“Echo’ Staff Reporter
ROYAL AIR FORCE
helicopter may scon
swoop down on the old Royal
Victoria Hospital at Metley
and lift the huge metal cross

uf# the 150ft. central dome.

cross, aboat "{l r-,u, hir
the highest L
mpton Water
bﬁ.[ull demolitio
1 i last FeERr
cards of 1,400 Test.
l-up i3 thought to be the Bk
. vical _mirthod

[ L
tIlI'IE

t Ls hoped

the Two

wlher-vane

*h Iup i ers over L[he east
and west w

A familiar

landmark
think many peaphe
Hospital by |
o spen  for = # “
Helicopter’s eye view of the cross over Metley Hospital.
When it was put there over 110 yvears ogo the opposite
v bank of Southampton Water was just marsh and farm
affolding needed. He land—now there is Fawley oil refinery.
the cross was made aof |
the cablée Lo =ecure ib to the Crgas
-V aNes-—a0 (hese  §E |
t welgh more than -.hu;-.-.

r dli""“.l the
i

crosf. will be particy
mi send iy !:.n'-'l_nnu.pl,un Harbo
Toard who for ars have used
a5  one of ¥

pérmi ssion Ir| [ '|_'| i another
-.||r||:l|.~r frip n

gild the board’s

r and clerk, Mr. C.

Another problem to overcome
hat when the cross
es are loosened
blown off by winds be
Elony [..f;l.p"’ gets  under

hurdle

Yeb another hurdle is obtaini ng |
IELT on for the job from
Alr Minketry, but it 13 not likel
they wo d stand In the way.
A spokesman Tof Mo, .2
quagron Lold me: = The Whirl-
I'1-EE tilble 1z lmited (o |

“But In a job like thiz a man |
v.uu]rl have L-.'p - la...'u'htﬁ {I-.u.r on




Doctor and
nurse are
married

POCTOR and nurse who maat |

at Middlesex Hospital,
don, were arried ot Hightie
Church, Southamplon.
Thie Drdegrosm, LT
Smith Andrew, s
8. Andrew and Mrs,
Hulmes ad, Clayton
Manchester The hride, Miss
Linda Esme West, la the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs, E. H. (& Wesl, af
80, Granby.grove, Highfield.
The bride, given
fathier, wore & while crope
and traln, and rumpet
speves, and floral heacdress with

David

The bride and bride .
Phola: B, Harris.
dresses Aand carrbed freesins. Mr. |
.ﬁ-““—lﬂc'} {:""Eh:vb ey was besl man.
The service wos conducted 1:-;.
the Rev. J. A. Exall
"‘-u'nrl]. guests were |;"'I_e,|'|.|_||:d
at  the reception ot Botleigh
Grange Hotel. The h.:l“i"j M i
belng \ru“-L in the Scilly Tsles.

EX-COUNTY
TABLE TENNIS
PLAYER WEDS

a i 1||'||}-

Lon-
field

g the son of De. 8, |
ndrews, of |

MR, AND MRS, GANDER
—Pliala: Bridge Studio,
Woalston,

Wedding party
came by air

EH[—'NI"Jb af I:I'- | 1% |_'|."r\,m|'|.
[ .

alrcraft to at l.l.|'|l:| '||I-
Mizt Brogda Joyoe
Mr. David Joh
Chapsd, Peartoes, South
Thie hride |= the d:
and Mrs, O, Monckil
rond, Souliamy
groom is Lh
W. Gander of
Byloet, Weybr ch:-*
The bride,
by her ware
while sllk Grecian-
Lthree-githrier length =leeves and o
Tull-length train which was edged
| with Guipure lnc
Her henddr
\while [owers,
which held a full-
| veil and train all vd}hl d wil
pure luce
Bhe carrbed a bouquel of pink
nnd white carnations and '\-|l']l|lll-
nolis Thres bridesmaids and a
pageboy attended the bride,
The  bridesmaids  wore
Beverley Piclon, wha wore 3
length emplre |i'.
| coloured  wild Ik | T
| sleeves. Her Readdress  was
metching ooloured daisies an
carried & bougued of all
natbons.
The Misses
Townsend ware
AL

father, a full-

siyle dress with

LR Ly

I| Gui-

peach ":I|I'||."|
I wai adged with
Thelr headdcesses
[ v petals ko
ol balls af

T
|l‘.'ﬂlil!'L o HI-:IM &
undereeatls,
Flipare lace
vere of peach col
| & clrcubet, 'J"i:l.e'-"
whate and pink ¢ Lions.
haster BEdwin Swash. the bride-
groam's nephews, wis the p LLl'ilu'-
He wore ahort Black velvel trousers,
shirt. buckled *-'I.lu A
ks and n grey Lop hat,
was Mr. David Pisk.
After B rvice, which was
| ducted by the Rev. 8. C. Wi
| the Viear, the ple I:l:‘ll.l & recep-
| tion for 100 guests nt the I-'|'||'-E:|.I"I
| Hotel, Southampton, before Lolring
the Wesi Coy l‘-:fr_'-' on their honey-
INLO4AT.

a white satin
| and white

the
and
i Loar-

s and

who was given away |

SPORTE JADKETS (lifus
Aftar the zame —

periecily dressed i
wool, sports jacket. 8i

TERYLEWE 'WORSTED
addition
Tervlena

Salf sum

"DEBRDYAL™ BUITS (
There's samething
'‘Debroyal” T.pidce suit
losking ¥o I'I-:n.
fashion un:l ;E sE¥
im dark anmd il rEy,
regular, long and shor




1000 000 <<

For the demolition of the
Royal Victoria Hospital, Bill Perry
of Perry’s Demolition (Southampton) Ltd.
is delighted to have:

SUPPLIED BY

SOUTH HANTS MOTOR (CO. LTD.

PRINCES STREET - NORTHAM - SOUTHAMPTON - Tel. 28371

behind him.
S e R A e S T T




E-LEVEL
AUTOMATIC
TAKES SiX &

MB CHOPS. 4

o+ P,

A DROP 18

ookers
orid 43C  £39.7.0
ko
s cooker

e} o st L, b L Li g5 of Engla and’ 'l"'"l.'l' SLIECS

| delight all who love the sea the t volume and still not ha-
admire the men who sall on ing sick of them.™

It = a book without names, —A., F. STEWARD.

'Crime in Paperback

ALL-SYSTEMS-GO

".MU"H the new Penguin paperbacks are two off the erime shalf

£4 by Michael Innes, “MONEY FROM HOLME" and “A MIGHT
DF ERRDRE" (both 35 6d.).

I ] Imnes fan, =

About a considerable ..' 1 rexk.

supposed Turning short .-»'.u into novels

up & was one of [3."|.L..1’|.¢: 5 fnesk

skl

For examg

l:"I..l ng I'|-' 'S

st0r I Rain™
'HI I igazl January,
the jacket ".’-.Jl short st '
FLINF_HAL E form with
the s own, and not
COMpE !'-41:. novel Chandle
a good deal
adaptation.
I]:"'.\-:H n novels  and
LOTY OFIEINS .-;.u'-:ld
..|||- @ '4--q.w--:-|', [or budding

E. J. HOULDSWO FlTH.

aubhors

Plenty of

F2 WOVeT

. Drmk levy
ing's “THE DOG IT fg Sﬂber
Pnfes

'i'l'ﬂ.S THAT DIED" i35 6d.), a
VAT f an on the run in
it meatly arter

“THIS SIDE
Z. ) _.I-\. lI [|r|{|_

has embarks :
gramune Lo teach Poles to sober

BVETY

- spirits

nce fele-

teenage

B5, B ips  for

:li ren | 1 rents, and

: < rvices [or the
l."rn.rH H-I".KTI‘JN_ i

--’.-I‘-' g - lJ_I:

Char‘ld|er the craflsmaﬂ CGiHER, G DA
1 :!; ; 5 xtended and re-equipped.
T 1A
IH THI: RAI
like the : ] :
iled Colt ] 1 O 1 »xpect rapid W
cover has eight shots in the i egnlis from the “drink
ne (and 1 don't want any
arms experts writing to
that thiz Colt holds 10 Al one T
road i
In the Rain™ contains ']' :,' ‘.E 1"..:',“}
S50 "’“51_“"“"'_'- SUYS | otronger vodka ow Lhey know
; : n the introdie- | patter
hazs lain buried in the | : :
erumbl ing j'rl-"- of pulp maga- | Instead of s te _|d|-|.|:|'|'| v Jl:l;:a
c £ rinks, tha
r, 3 cday drinks more of
was a Loz Angeles -,J‘,.;:,,ﬁﬁmun Ul & intake of beer is Ova
untll the “big Amerjcan | Umes higher than before World
depression of the 1930 Hisz | Wat

business collapsed and he be-
came the writer of fiction, Parts
of the eight storles in this book
came to form the basiz of other,
longer stories, and thus have

Al this puts Poland in the top
four world consumers of aleohol—
though If wvodka alone i3 ocone
sidered, she probably tops the list
—Ratar,




Netley Hospital
closure deplored

To the Editor of the * Southern Evening Echo*

THE decision of the Ministry of Works to close and demolish Metley
Hospital is a typical example of the lack of vision and imagination
of those in positions of authority today.

With mental, emotional and ;
gpiritual illness on the increase,
this wonderful site could be util- |
ised to its full capacity once again.

This time not for those brutally |

maimed by the terrors of war but

for those whose minds are brutally |

maimed by the impossible pace of
the 20th Century rat-race,

Thizs magnificent building is a
work of art and should be pre-
served to house works of art—a
powerful centre of beauty and re-
generation of mind and spirit
could I am sure be accomplished
here—In fact an ideal situation
where the arts and science could
meet on an eqgual footing for the
benefit of humanity.

Part of the building could be
allocated for research — while
others for a psychiatric training
school, an occupational therapy
unit (for which there iz an urgent
need here in this district for
civilian patients), an art gallery,

Thaps a4 theatre and a recraa-
fonal unit.

There is plenty of room for
everything needed to be incorpor-
ated into one grand self-contained
centre which could become the
pride of England—perhaps the
world—who knows—the horizons
are limitless!

The Ministry of Works spend
thousands of pounds a year on the
restoration and preservation of
non-functional  ancient  monu-
ments, etc. Why not restore and
preserve a functional Netley Hos-
pital? Surely its historical value
alone warrants this?

It has been argued it would
cost far too much to make it
functional again, but should we |
always allow ourselves to evaluate |
these things in terms of Lsd?|
Too often man is blinded by
finance and commerclalism o see
any further than the end of his
nose.

Therefore I earnestly appeal to
the Ministry to have second
thoughts before they embark on
this unwarranted course of whole-
sale destruction. — ANME MNEAL
| {MRS.) (Penshurst, 9, Abbey-hill,
Metley Abbey). |
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Netley Hospital

THANK you for the publication
of my letter (January 7) about
the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Netley.

}| It may be of interest to many of
: ¥ﬂur readers that an a‘!:peal fund

or the restoration and preserva-
tion of this historic building is
being launched by a handfuf of
dedicated people here in Netley—
(had we known its fate before now
we ;n}rould have started this years |
ago!

t is difficult to understand the
wanton neglect of such a wonder-
ful place over the years—indeed
it is a disgrace to the cﬂuntrﬁ that
this rare and valuable site hasn’t
been utilised before now for the
benefit of suffering humanity, The
ge_ace and healing tranquility of
his beautiful unspoilt area would
be ideal for such a purpose — in
fact, man inferior mental
hospitals, c., could be closed
| in favour of Netley.

- In the past, within the walls of
Netley Hospital, many thousands
of our wounded soldiers have re-
gained their health and strength,
and in 1945 we thought it was all
over; but now we are fighting a
very different kind of war, an un-
seen one that insidiously creeps
upon the minds and creative sgirit
of man. The victims of this
of war suffer unseen wounds in
terms of blood and gore, their
torture is deepgz embedded within
their minds and their souls,

The poet Rilke has said: “Each
torpid furn of the world, has such
disinherited children, to whom no
longer what’s been, and not yet
what’s coming belongs.”

Therefore let's preserve Netley
Hospital for “what's coming”, and
s0 help the disinherited children
of the world today!—ANNE NEAL
(Penshurst, 9, Abbey HIill, Netley
Abbey).







Netley Hospital
WAS delighted to learn from

l your corraespondent’s letter in
Thursday's “Echo” that a fund is
being inaugurated for the restora-
tion and preservation of the Royal
Military Hospital at Netley.

Your readers who are distressed
by the Ministry of Works' decision
to demolish this famous building
mght be comforted in the know-
ledge that Mr. John Betjeman
(who always has such matters
very close to heart) hag informed
me in a letter today that he .s
very much concerned with this
particular case of apparent lack
| of fToresight, and is drawing it to
| the attention of the Royal Fine
Art Commission, 2, Carlton-
gardens, SW1

Sympathisers would, I have no
doubt, further help this cause by
writing to the secretary of that
body—in addition to contributing
to the afore-mentioned appeal
fund which is, indeed. a very
noble and praiseworthy effort by
those responsible an
every measure of support.

Perhaps the organisers would
care to give
which contributions may be sent
when applicable—(Mr.) P. W.
SEEKINGS-FOSTER (348a, Win-
| chester-road, Southampton).

Make it a

recreation

centre

Though | sympathise with
Mrs. Neal's concern for suffer-
INg humanity, | do not think that
the suggestion to utilise Netley
Hospital as an asylum is a good
one, particularly as the buildings

| to travel to Southampton muniei-
| pal course for a game.

Everyone knows how popular
Netley Shore is in summer, but its
close proximity to the main road
makes it far ITrom ideal for chil-
dren. Netley Hospital beach
would provide a lovely safe spot
for parents to bring their children
Lo play—NETLEY ABBEY RESI-|
| DENT. (Name and address sup- |
plied to Editor).

deserves

us the address to|

have been declarad unserviceable, |

however picturesque th&{: may be.

If this site is so desirable, surely
the right thing is to benefit the
greatest number of people; so why
not a really good recreation
centre?

Not many people have had the
privilege of seeing the hospital
grounds, but I understand there is
already the nucleus
course. Would it not be possible to
develop this? It could provide a
source of revenue and would be
more than appreciated by people
on this side of the river who have

of a golf|




| Double: Ross Clan (nap}
| and Tickler.

|N the event of racing being
row, punters can concent
best bet is undoubtedly Ken (
MCC TEN extended three miles of the K
S The nine-year-old has already

|.
[
|
|
! -rﬁmded wins at Perth, Carlisle,
1
]

| Ayr and Kelso this season, and
l]?ICKETS | has fever been better.
Those listed in opposition

include George Vergetie's Purple
Bilk, the 18 Grand National
runner-up, Denys 8mith's Johnnie
Walker, who beat current ante-
post Ainiree favourite Freddie af
Ayr during their New Year meel-
1n€ and W. Crawford's conslstent
ildarton, ‘but Moidore's Token
can remain unbeaten in five starts
during the new campaign.
OVERDUE FOR WIN
Denys Smith's Wife's Cholce
will run well in the 'DE[P ing
Healaugh  Novices’ urdle
(division one) without heading
Tommy Shedden’'s Highfield Bu}f

WET}

12 lS—HEnLALIﬂH NHOVICE
. Two miles, !
| 023F21 Castle Inn (D) (R. W. Jo

| 21 Jupiter Boy (D} (T. F. R

0J4.RB (G R. Owen), G-1
034 Wily Trout (T. F. Rimell)
b | Incase 1) {(Alfred Smith),

= | 0040.00 Dusky Don (W. A. Stephey
invanga (J. N. Robinson]

24.2023 Gunness (A W. Bacon),

0 CGaiety Moore (D. Machin
0000 Vultyroe (W. D. Francls),
OF Signal Rocket (M. Kane),

4 Master Gartar iN. Crump)

Pl Bladnoch -ii {G. Fennix
400002 Wages Day Plckard),
0 Siver Churn (D. Smith},

P_P Lucky Flynn (W. Easterb

F.0 J.F.X. (D Smith), 5-11-8
0 Grand Commander (W. Ne

Stolen Kiss (——), 4-10-
'I'.:IJJ} Jack of Dlamnnds (F. Clift
{0 Chancer (W. Hall), 4-10-

P00 Cield (D Yeoman), 4-10-3%
Mubiam (W. Hall), 4-10.12

0 The Spaniard (J. Oliver), 4
Ment (J. Rose), 4.10.12 .

FF Guilder (J. Booth), 4-10-1
4 Wife's Choice (D. Smith},

0422 Highfield Boy (L. Shedden)

San Tex (G. Vergette), 4
BETTING FORBECAST: 8—4 Eiﬂﬂ
Castle Inn: 6—1 Wife's Cholce a
8—1 Wily Trout; 10—1 JRB. AarI

100—7 Gunness: 20—1 others.




NEW NETLEY
HOSPITAL
STAYS OPEN

LTHOUGH the 109-year-old
Royal Victoria Military Hospi-
tal at Netley is to be demolished,
the hospital in newer buildings
within the same grounds is to be
kept going. -
A spokesman for the Aldershot
District of the Army said today:
“ It should be made clear that it is
only the old building which will
come down because it is unsafe.

“ But the hospital as such, in the .
same position as it has been for
the last ten years, will continue to
-operate in the. buiidings behind the
old hospital, It is a two-services
hospital, serving the Army and the
Royal Navy.”

The hospital, which will con-
| tinue to be known ‘as the Royal
Victoria Military Hospital, specia-
lises in psychiatric cases, but takes
i | normal cases in an emergency.

it is staffed by military and
- civilian personnel. i, '

Local authorities are hoping to
take over the site of the old hospi-
tal and the waterfront, probably
for use by the general public.
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tered Shipbrokers, and a Fellow
of the Institute of Shipping and
‘Forwarding Agents.

He is hon. secretary and trea-
surer of the Southampton and
district branch, Institute of Ship-
ping and Forwarding Agents.

Sea Ministry
charge

WITH the approval of the
Archbishop of Canterbury,
responsibility for ministering to
travellers on the high seas is to be
handed over by the SPCK {o the
Missions to Seamen.

In recent years more than two-
thirds of the SPCK port work has
been at Southampton, where, in an
average year, the full-time port
chaplain, the Rev. G. C. Rose, sees
off over 300 ships and about 150
voyage chaplains.

In addition he issues as many
as 16,000 commendations of
travellers to the churches of their
destinations.

Other SPCK port chaplains are
stationed at London, Tilbury and
Liverpool.

Scheme started
by Mr. Gladstone

T-HE SPCK’'s ministry at the
ports is well over 100 years
old. It grew out of a scheme to
rovide religious books and tracts
or intending settlers, launched by
ﬂ% W. E. Gladstone as a young
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“Admirable spot

It is no secret that Southampton
has its eye on the old Netley
Hospital site, an admirable spot
for development as a green and

E open space and a sailing and small
¥ boat centre. And there is a fourth
i area before one gets to the

¥ Hamble River.

Once these spots are approved

and turned into public open space
Pl the nagging thought of big in-

I dustrial development on - thi$

b eastern stretch of Southampton

i Water goes.

There is room for both. because

kthe western bank must be largely
g written off now for amenity. value.

t  Important area




TEOU R-L) e
tronics for Army, Navy an
RAF personnel was provided a¥
the university last week.

Thirty uniformed and cnnha,j~
 officers concerned with the prad
tical application of electronl
devices in their work attended th4
residential course, which was ong
of a series put on at the univer¥y
sity in the last few years to keepd
members of the Services in touchy
with scientific and technologicail
developments.

Lecture‘r's were Professor G, U

[ e




RVH Netley
Appeal Fund

FIHST of all may | thank Mr.
Seekings-Foster for his most
heartening Ilatter In Monday’s
“Echo.,” | am sure he and many
others will be pleased to hear that
the RYH Appeal Fund is meeting
with very encouraging support
from all parts of the country.

Will all those who would like
to contribute towards this fund
please write to Mrs. D. Parkes,
Hon. Treasurer, “Wodensburg,”
We%ton—lane, Woolston, Southamp-
ton:
1 I think you will find that most |
people (unlike *“Netley Abbey |
Resident”) are far more interested |
in restoring this wonderful build-
ing back to its rightful use and
purpose—rather than solving a
minority’s golfing problems, etc.

We, the local general public
already enjoy the major part of
the foreshore, also parklands ad-
joining Netley Castle.

Therefore our main aim is to
preserve Netley Hospital and its
glorious grounds for the sick and
wounded of this age whose need,
after all, is far greater than those
of us who enioy good phvsiczl and |
mental health. — ANNE NEAL
(Penshurst, 9, Abbey Hill, Netley
Abbey, Southampton).
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Mr. Molvneux n : 148U
building will begin to take
in the spring.

N to the smooth lawns o

West CIliff Hall Hotel, H

this week, a helicopter ma
comfortable landing. The
shut off the engine, goft out,
walked the few vards to the h
where he put up for 'the ni
The procedure was no more c
plicated than that of parki
a car,. and could well be ¢
pattern of travel for the top co
mercial traveller of the future.

The helicopter pilot. Mr. Char
James of Oxford, a 28-vear
professional pilot employed
British Executive Air Services, t
me that to land in rural and se
rural parts of England by h
copter all vou have to do is
select a suitable lawn or mead
then get the permission of




RVH Netley

INSTEAD of demolishing all or
some part, | would suggest that
Netley Hospital be put into use
as a maternity unit or an elderly
persons home.

I know the outlay of the build-
ing is back to front, e.g., the
wards of some I know face a
rather dismal looking scene at the
back, but, as the corridors are very
wide and catch the western sun,
surely it would be ideal for elderly
people to sit outside of their wards
in comfortable chairs, and watch
“life on the ocean waves”
steamers coming and going.

There have been thousands of.
ratepayers money spent on exten-
sions to homes, surely money,
perhaps thousands, could be spent
on restoring Netley Hospital, as
the foundations, I dare say, are
strong? Have a golf course and let
the elderly enjoy watching the
youngsters play.—(Mrs.) DONALD
GOULD (119, Shirley-road, South-
ampton).

Don't close it
plea

May | endorse Mrs. Anne Neal’s
excellent letter about Netley

Hospital. - _

Certainly it seems ludicrous in
these modern times to close
hospitals of all things, when
accidents occur so frequently.

Also its beauty alone deserves
preservation. Beauty, a thing so
rare nowadays! — HIRAM Lz
SPENCER (The Chalet, Hill
Coppice, Titchfield).




Miss M
best {

A PERSONALITY story

comes this week from
Somborne Park, near Stock-
bridge, and it is one that
should = surely warm the
hearts of all those who sigh
for the almost lost beauty
of gracious living and
beautiful things.

Evervone who has seen this
magnificent picture of the en-
graved goblet and glass has
expressed more than a passing
interest. It looks for all the
world as though it should belﬂng
to an historie collection—create
by an artist of a bveone ag
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Part of Net s ihe foreground, a tangle
of old pipes and debris— photao,

Haspital rubble aids
Southampton’s future

“ECHO™ STAFF REPORTER
1E i..illl -bed Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley 18 going . , . golng
L 1 from gone.
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Cup replay

 Injuries make
Saints delay
team choice

By " OBSERVER"

Barrow at the Dell will not be settled until tomorrow.

Gosport | yocxev
are not

dismayed TROJANS

STAN CRIBB, Gosports|
manager, s dis-

Cup which iakes

Gosporl away (o Isthmian League

clubs Kingstonian en February 11
T the s EEOBEE Ve

:-e--l'v w t ITH all of last Saturday's prog
onf

Section can view 1966 with mixed f

Injuries received on Saturday are complicating Manager |5

Ted Bates' task.
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x
i
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DELL COMPETITION
WINNERS

N EVENING ECHO, Tussday, Jan,
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It's D-for-demolition day at

ospital

" Echo * Staff Reporter .
DEMOLITION was atficially starting today of the biggest
white elephant in the history of hospital building  The
Royal Victorio Haospital, Metley, condemned by Florence
Mightingale before it ‘even opened in 1863, is ot lost
coming down.
numnmamn Tmﬂnu:. "and T Is| %erious fire In e centre block in
baing_und:-aken by a Seuth-| 1953
LG HiFrmi= iem  Perry’s
Brmclition and Biant HSM .| s
=in_conjunction with Geuthern | O rt ‘hr rl ol JIfIIIO'I[IUL
BRI Tl k| et ; ; -
nothing will remain of the qui ter. o N h.ltl br?i:- = 3 jal Wietoria Hospital e foregroind,
-t : Jong g which - el d T # oflhnr. contractors, circles o amd ia said to
Doanted 138 wards 1 which tiere | Lo pspital be mearly a mile long.—Fiota.
were Mce 1,065 by —
The ckwork 11 be used as
foundat} (y‘ls for 4.5, Jlock exten-
slona, :
otk Al n:uol ek

in
Valuable

attempt will also be mad

Ivage the valuable Bostinnd
stone ang Welsh gr & tliat was
used for the hospital's accarative
stonework
The Portland stone i reported
to be ol & perfect fexiure which
eannol be quarréed the:a days.
The bullding stands
n ZET actes o:"rm #ast

med to be
hospital in
bloce supmounted
d two winge sl
n the full
1 1
to be the longest n worh
the stnm'! WiEre
tram the
u; thai n-m

wards flt{!d nﬂllh ehsl and wers
mpoerly ventilated.

Watched by o gallery of invited guests, the first chlrﬂl'll'.'p'
takes @ ceremonial tumble.—"Echa" photo.




WHERE THE SHIPS ARE—

Dock river and oce an
movements
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RVH Netley

1N reply to your correspondent,
Mrs. J. R. Sexton, she has pin- |
pointed the actual conditions dur- |
ing the First World War.

I cannot ‘add to- her statement,
only to say that I myself was a|
patient in this *“ workhouse,” we |
used stronger, unprintable
language, but having gone forward
to better times let us '“Thank
God” for our preservation.

I would respectfully remind
many of your correspondents who
I have not the slightest doubt
meant well in what they thought
appropriate for this building, and
adjoining land, that the decision
of the Ministry of Works to pull
it down was right. We must never
allow sentiment to take the place |
ol reason.

I "can honestly inform your
readers that the. said authority
would have preserved it ‘had it|
been in the national interest.!
Having worked for this Ministry
I know and fullv appreciate the
magnificent work which they have
accomplished in and around the |
City of  Southampton. — 'S, E
SMITH (242, Priory-road, St. |
Denys, Southampton).




"ROM my promoticn exam days,

. I can remember learning that
every military paper should finish
with a conclusion. 1 can think of
three:

Firstly, the Warminster thing can
have no connection with the
“*Military,” though the Army
scientists, if they've ever heard
of it, probably wich it had!

Secondly, in my opinion, there is
no such thing.

Finally, being a little more
gracious perhaps, I am bound to
agree with Shakespeare when he

wrote:

“There are more things in
heaven and earth, Hordalio,

Than are dreamt of in your

r philosophy.”

[AIN FOR
DALLION




RVH in the
Crimean War

EADERS may be interested to
know that the brickhs for the
R.¥.H. Hospital were made from
clay dug on the site. My grand-
father, about 18 at the time,
worked in one of the brickmaking
ga{;lﬁ:. Seven in a gang.
atever else the place was, it
certainly cured some of the
soldiers. The old chap, who at the
time lived near the * Dolphin,” a
ub at Bursledon. sald they used
0 come there weekendzs, The land-
lord had a large half-barrel of
water outside in the road.

They would go in. have a few,
then come oul, strip off, wrap
their belts around their fsts, and
have a real good set to: blood
streaming everywhere, The water
was for sluicing them.

These were Crimean War men.
In the end the place was de-
clared “oub of bounds.” g

How is the sum flor demolition
arrived at? It ecan't cost the
authorities anything. If if is to be
knocked down the building will be
put up for sale as a shell, and
put to tender to the demolition
contractors. When one thinks of
the colossal amounts of rubble,
the lead and that copper sheathed
dome, the tendering estimates will
run inte thousands,

In a display tent on the Com-
non the Ordnance Survey had a
replica of a 150-vear-old local map,
MNo. XI. This was before the
hospital and I noticed that Coach-
oad, Hamble, and Victoria-road,
[letley, was one road. no breaks
n 1. The trafic problem in

amble-lane would be eased if this
road was reinstated.—* BURSLE-
DOMIAN" (Name and address
supplied to Editor).

Another
suggestion

Having read all the articles on
the Metley Hospital project, 1
would suggest a convalescence-
cum = industrial rehahilitation
centra.

Many prineipal towns In the
MNorth of England seem to have
them, but, with the encrmous and
growing population in the South,
we have but iwo (not Including
the London centresl.

Surely this would help . Ilm-
mensely with the difficulties and
time problems of the many dis
abled. and partially disabled, per-
sons In Southampton and sur-
rounding districts.

I'm a speclalist in this subject
being disabled by the Ministry of
Labour standards and yet not by
the Ministry of Pensions!—
BRENDA ALLEHW (103, Laundry-
road, Shirley Warren, Southamp-
ton).
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lacres of jand for a few: make
them into a Sports arena and you
' will have land for lots.

Take our village. We have two
recreation grounds and eight foot-
|| ball teams some of whom have tg
| anage with groung outsicde the
| village, We have NO running track
t |other than tile  Sports Centre,
‘| Which is by no means suitable for
lyoung lads and girls to train

|
S0 why not make Netley RVH

[Into a  super SPOrts arena with
| running track, cycling track,

tennis courts, swimming POCI.

football and Cricket pitches. These

are a few of the many sports that

can be catered for i

large grounds— . B,

| (Hon, Secretary,

| | Ciub) (12,

Abbey).




HﬂSlmony friends will learn
Willis, of Shelley-road,

Eastleigh’s Scout -Gang Show |

missioner (GP) since 1961, h{

Medal of Merit.

It was in 1959 that ne was asked
to produce the first Ralph Reader
Gang Show in Eastleigh, with
shows in 1961, 1963 and 1965, and
a musical piay in 1964. Those Lc0-
ductions were of a high standard
and were very popular, and last
yvear the local Gang became the
first in Hampshire to gain the
coveted Gang Show badge. |

Mr. Willis joined the 4th Easl-
Lo (Church) Cub pack in Octo-

R AR N 6 the

o

1.




Build modern

JOUR correspondent Miss Dear |
(and cthers) have my |
approval in suggesting a modern |
hespital in place of the old Netley |

building, where spaciousness and |
quiet is so desirable.

I am not sure whether Florence
Nightingale was associated _with
Netley, though I am sure that she
played a major role in the early|
days of military hospitals and her
good name would grace any such |
institution.—0. M. PEARCE (33,
Orchards-way, Highfield, South-|
ampton). o




DESIGN WINS

earthquake - resistant

budges to be built at a cost of | ¢

£1,250;000 in San Diego, Chile,.

will be to the design of a South-

ampton firm of mn%ultmo engi- |+
neers.

Against world-wide compet tion,
E.-W. H. Gifford and Partners
won the design contract for a one-
mile long - steel and concrete
| bridge, and for a 1,200-foot pre-
stressed concrete bridge.

, BASSETT

Bassett Wood Estate. convenlent
 Unlvarcits |
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The Victoria Cross.

in the history of medals.

]

They

waitl

for what
lies down
below

AS DEMOLITION WORKMEN smash their way through the sturdy walls of the Royal
Victoria Hospital at Metley their progress will be closely watched by those interested

For under the foundation stone, laid by Queen Victoria in May, 1856, may be

found the original Victoria Cross.

It s believed by some that the cross is inside o

copper cosket, along with the original drawings of the buildings and gold coins of the

Realm.

The Victoria Cress award was created by Royal
Woarrant four months prior to the foundation laying

ceremony.
the prototype.

But theagh demplition
officially began yesterday, these
Interested In the stone’s secrel
will have 0 curb lheir bm-
patience for & litthe while. It
will beé &t least a yedr and
probably 18 months before the
domolition hammer nears the
wtone, which is in the wall of the
central block,

Whatever s found underneath
the stome will become the
property of the Army, and will
probably find a resiing place In

bowever, ancther
kK belween L
a and the hospital
of which there s no doubt. It
was there, in the t t of her
years, that Quesn orin mude
her last personal presentations
of the cross

It is said that she visited the
hospital to decorate with the
ooveled medal of wvaleur two
wounded soddiers.

Yesterday at the hespital, the
talk was v about more
recent  associations with the
bullding.

Col. Desmond Murphy, who
commands the rewer combined
Army and Royal ‘{9\'3.' hospital
nearby, told me: =1 1 wve
a4

Arms- Mzd cal
In the old place,
pous men did their

It is thought that the one beneath the stone is

~“It was the
hospital for
SHAS"  COMIN:
India ™

He added that he was pleased
the emply building recently
cahsed 1o be his responsibility.
“Thers were loo many adven-
turous gangs of leENARErs roam-
Ing Inside the place ai woek-
ends."

Alsd Il o
Lieut. Col
matron of &
and her assisia
Rundlg—both of whom
those splendid grey and
un.,‘oim: of QL. n - Ale

. " AS \.\e CAme up So’ I
ton Water the Rayal
was always eagerly booked -
she sald “The first bit of :ue
bospiial we saw was the big
iron erass on the dome.™

Ev the man in charge of
demolition, Mr. Bill Perry, had
room for sentiment, * When you
walk through the corridors and
start thinking of the number of
wounded soldiers who have been
cared for in the |Ja|.e it does
something to you'

A caolleague n. 3
Mr. John Day, who had been
demclishing bl Idm:-; for 20
years, booked ot the majestic
lines of the old place and con-
fAded: " You know, 1 stll feel a
vandal when I koock down @
bullding."

But business and sentiment
don't mix, and Mr. Perry and
his men have a job to do—a job

Perry's

.‘.

ur magnitade mc; are not Hkely

B :H.csnl Areny Mﬂh-:a‘ Ct.-rsns
afficers who helped nurse the
Br “Tommy" since the
W

TM Army have asked that
the chapel be retained, bui we
are not yet sure to what use the
ehiapal 1l be put” a Ministry
of Works spokesman tells me,

o to be rescued by the
Ar are: iwo weather-vanes, a
Royal Coat of Arms stone,
& palr of wrought n gates

L5 | Coat of Arms,

m the clock-tower, some
ptured heads on the front

of lhe building, & cross from the

tewer, and the

Inid by Queen

1856,

Three souremirs of the old
place hare mot pet been claimed
by anybody....two ghosts of
Crittéan soldbers and one of a
Crimean nurse kave been ivalk-
irg the corridors jor pears,

Somewhere down there, under massive blocks of granite, is the foundation stane.
What will they find beneath it >—"Echa" photo.
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A thirty minute [EPET and Voicel
leer WEth LeSlie s Wes b ’- n.'mv.u Mews Bum-

TOMORROW
| MAGINE a very, very small *Carry-on..." film. This 215, Woeld of Bpart. .15, Adven- 750 wm, Sunday Reading. 755,
may make you feel very grateful, and with some justifi- ¢
cation, though | can’t promise it will ever happen.
The new BBC-1 comedy series " Foreign Affairs " last
night is like those films. Half a minute over the half-hour E‘“}lﬂ-.” o
and you would be ready to give in, even lough—in sheer " a1 Sereens gzgn Tr}“ Hea 9.5. Mornlng Sony.
3 L o X e Arcliers.
self-defence. 5, A ntre, 10,30, Morning S
; il e
5, Bongs of Prals A Date With . . . J 3 T 1)"""._—'.";r Ion 1355, Weather
Anastasia  (Br Weather. 12, Epilog wd Programume Néws,
Cotton’s Music-Hall i II‘H'{E‘J}?F{F{O'{ % y ,-_,T.r:: ik torl e, D
5 See Tt On y. 134 gty rdensrs’ Question Time.
ey TN L
Iy T Sl 4 i
11.15, Weather. Police Fi cer. 335, 330, The Archaedlogl
4, C Help You? 4.15, Nature ¥ ”
30, M%u;;:yuuanwyﬁ““' Sl On BBC-1 tomorrow—the film “‘Anastasia,” with
Weather and Programme News Ingrid Bergman and Yul Brynner.
News followed by Radio - =
645, Latter From

LA .
e e | ot 155, Weskis To0AY Five cases of

in :
..fll.l‘l{l-l‘ Wenth: . Eplicgue. L O ¥
oris s o hopbreaki
Radio  News - 10, T s an ther. Badlo Luxen . D—BBC I 5 op rea “Ig
gt 0.50, The Epil )ﬁl.gl' 1058, Weat TOMORROW
e a—ttome BTt | in one mght

11, Kews Summary, 112, Musle
Night.

g 4! {-:cle"'. o, am, 1‘3‘1’I\\R-DL.J)

T 95 Theatre 625. 10.35. News. Radio Luxembousg. BC 2 bad it
1040, Late Night Line-Up. e iR e L L
Ameriea for the Broadway
,, : opening of the play,  The Killing
L -z “ Beryl Reid can

B T he Cacridor. - Pasnls . mn al Sister George,

L i iy i e be heard In the first of iwo Salur-
all the praise it deserves then 548 World of S 3 dly uunllm programmes tonight,
prasasiy Nt Saseuse Il ROE'30. 515" Hucklebarey Light Programine
Ad [ 1 ays It e £

TOMORROW
Programme fn'

o, - .
R Fhaw B paichord Concerto
815, A Lesson
7.15, La Dame
nehe, . 815, Personal View.
a Dame Blanche, Act 2
Novelist As BOvALOT,
La Damé Blanche, Act 3.

TOMORROW % T p
8 am, News; Weather. 8.4, What's b - Jume Methodist.,
with J.

200, Peyton

T ¥
and Dennis ll-" tng
Ceneral Hospital. o T“le Epilogue |
=Rev, G. H, Yates. 1
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BUILD NEW HOSPITAL
AT NETLEY T T
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CLERICAL CLASS POSTS IN
ORDMAMNCE SURVEY
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Sports arena

plan for RVH

;WITH reference to RVH Netley |

—make these grounds into

;--a gelf<course and.gou will have
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It's D-for-demolit
etley
ospital

" Echo" SicH Reporter
DEMOL!!!:JN wos officiolly storting todoy ol the biggest
white elephont in the history of hospital building The
Raoyal Victorio Hospital, Metley, condemned by Florence
Mightingale before it even opened in 1863, is ot last
coming down.
ol the =lsgest serinas fre in (g centre bock in

16 ke foreground,
¥ imp amd i snid lo
Plolo: H. @, Areitige.

e Poriland stone i resorisd
to b of B perfool texiure Which
eannol bo guarrisd these days

3 =3 i¥

1 ]
Ians o i pltal il
Bithérly eriticised by Flerense
Hightingale. fresh hack frem the
Crimen. on the grounds thatl thé
wards faced northeeasi and ek
naarly wenil
B t

Watched by a gallery of invited guests, the first chimney
tokes o corerngnial tumble—"Eche™ photo.
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ThE VILTomIA UeastiTae T NETLEY NEAR ScuTUAMPTON |'1$|°|
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The Royal Victoria Military Hospital, Netley, famous landmark on Southampton Water, which s to be pulled down by order of the Ministry of Public Building and Works




Henorury Editer
Army Medioal Services Magazine

ARTICLE FOUR FUBLICATION - SPRING 1967

The enslssed article and photegraphs are ferwarded for publisatien
in the Army Medical Services Magesine = Spring 1967 Number, ss discussed with
Sgt Ceak of this unit during yeur visit of 2 Feb &7,

Permdasion to use the photegraphs is being seught, and will be sent
on receipt,

(J.F.D, MURPHY)

On Wedneaday Tth Dectmber 1966, an exelting and unique ceremeny teok

plase at the Reyal Vieteria Hospital, Netlay, Hants,

In 1856, the eriginal hespital was "launshed® effielslly by Her Majesty
(ueen Vioteria, who made o persenal visit to lay the foundation stene. Under
this stens was placed a sealed metal ossket, the centents of which had sinows
areused much suricsity ameng these concsrnmed with the Hespital, It was rumoured
that medals, oodins, papers and plans were inside, but in recent days ne-ene had

been able te discever the exsot nature of the centents,

It was with considerable trepidatien, therefere, as well as high
expeotaticn, that a fermel seremeny was planned te uncover the stene and epen up
this sasket. ‘Weuld it prove a momumental flep, if the stories were sxaggerated
or untrue = or would it add an exociting chapter te the histery ef the Army and

our Cerps 7

Among & distinguished gethering of guests were -

Hajor<Ganeral A, Sachs, Representative Colomel Commandant.
Major-Censeral T,F,M, Weods (Hetired)

Brigadier Dame E, Marget Turner, Natren=in=Chief
Hojer-General W.B.F. Bremnan, DDMS Seuthern Command

Ko jer-Ceneral E.E, Barnaley (Retired) Curater, RAMC Museum
Surgeen Rear Admirel E.B, Bradbury

Brigadier J. MeGhie, Director of irmy Psyehiatry

Y esese




=2 =

Alderman R,C, Haskell , Deputy Mayor of Southaspton

H.F, Lengmore Eag

Major=General R,J.G. Herrisen

Colonel Scheepflin, Medical Lisisen Officer, Ameriocsh Embassy
Erigadier Rebinson, WHediocal Direoter, Reffey Park, Horsham
Major-General R.,A. Stephen, Cesmandant Reyal Army Medioal Cellege,
Brigadier R.J. Niven, Cemmandant, RAMC Depot

Celenel R.H. Rebinsen, Editer, irmy Medical Services Magasine,

The Unit Social Centre was prepared as a logal Museum, shewing
doouments, piotures and articles of interest sbout the Hospital and its waried
and exelting histery. Our thanks are dus here te the Corps Museum for the lean

of many items makcing the display more impressive,

The site was still a scens of feverish astivity on the merning eof
"fhe Day®, as the mud and slush frem the demelitien lerries was scraped amay
and & new surfuce laid for the wisiting digniteries, guests and spectaters,
Specdal credit is due te Ssgt Ebbatsen RAMC, whe, tegether with his steff,
supervised the praoticsl side of the preparations with his ususl flair, and

witheut whese efferta the seremeny ocould not have realised the susoess it did,

Wednesday, Tth December 1366. The stone was umcovered, and the oasket
revealed and epensd in o most impressive ceremeny. Although damp end mildewed,
it was immediately obvious that the find wes going te be worthy of the occasien.
Msdals and oofna were visible, and alse what lecked like a parchment.

The sasket was taken te the prepared Huseum, and the soins, whioh new
proved to be one of every kind in use in 1856, of copper, silver and gold, were

ladd out fer inspectien, The two medals were seen to be a Crimean Medal with

2o b
the oclasps of the four engagements at Alma, Inkerman, Balaaclava mm

and a Vioteria Cresas with no name en the reverse., This may be the eriginal
Vieteria Cross, presented to Her Mujesty after she had insugursted this meat

famous of all awerds for bravery.

The parehment was unfertunately se wet as to render it unteuchable,
and was sent to the Civie Recerds Office, Seuthampten, who have since made a
remarkably efficient job of resteration. It was found to inolude a copy of the
prayers used at the eriglnal stoene-laying ceremenyj a pregramme for Her Majesty's
visit; a ocepy of the repert which led to the building eof the Hespital; and a
detailed deseriptien of the proposed building. Reference is made therein of a
dooument bearing the signatures of the Queen and Her Consort and the Seoretary

L i

of Btate, but could not be feund, and may hawve disintegrated through dsmp.




-}-—-

The Museum was then thrown open te the publis, whe erewded im
te see the rare find, which by now was being guarded by two BANC

Apprentices, resplendant in Vieterian uniferss.

The Netiongl Press and Television coverage was moat comprehensive,
and this delightful incldent has now taken its pleoe in the annals of sur
histery.

The proud rescerd of ocur Corps with regard te the Vieteris Cress
must surely have been enhanced even mere by the discevery of a pretotype
of this awerd at the Roysl Vieteris Hospital, Her Majesty's great leowve
for the magnificent building was well known, and the uncevering of the

treasures lald there by her own hand, after more than s century of warded

fertunes and changing reles, hes ocertainly previded a fitting and happy
old
finale teo the story of the Hospital.
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LE‘HENTH -HOUR second

thoughts are being had over
whether or not the central
tower and dome at the Royal
Yictoria Haospital, Netley,
should be demolished.

All seemed to be cut and dried
when at the end of March |
had words with Mr. D. N. 0.
Harris, & chief architect with
the Ministry of Public Build-
ing.

“We decided that when the
hospital was gone, the tower
with the dome on top, wouid
be out of scale with the
hospital's chapel,” he said.

Sinca then, however, the actual
h.nspitll structure adjoining

: :l+l L
3
3

I
%

[ 2P - S

the tower has crumbled. And
some people now think the
architect's sense of proportion
is not so greatly offended after
all,

S0 soon the architects will go
into another huddie,

If the tower and dome is re-
prieved money will not have
to go on erecting an alterna-
tive front entrance to the
chapel, although, of course,
the old tower will have to be
given a new facade.

The cross, which may have been
lifted off by RAF halicopter,
wn.alﬂ uls.u remain over the




" il the research,
vs: “I think we have some-
leiE: more than a portrait of the
E .!I

The intention is to let Byron
eak for himself.
# i W

Jack de Manio is back to
Home Service “ Today"
this week after his usual Spring
break.
“It's not been a holiday,” he
¥s, “I've been working very
rd writing a book about the
man side of BBC activities.”

. LIGHY

3, Swingalong. 4.15, The Dales.
31, Racing Results. 432, Newly
ressed. 532, Houndabout., 7.20,
ports. T7.30, Sporting Chance.

8, News; Comment., 8.15,
ouvenir, 8.45, The Embassy Lark.
15, Vienna City of Dreams.

10, Strings by Starlight. 10,31,
fusic, 1, It's One O'Clock. ' 2,
ews: Weather,

Lions give
pensioners
a holiday

was holiday morning recently

7, News; Music. 8, Mews; The
Whistler. 8.30, 21st Precinct.

9, News: On the Scene. 9.30,
stars and Stripes.

10, World Scene. 10.30, Tonight.
11, News; Sports. 11.10, World of

duty Money. 11.15, John Daoremus.

12, News; Music; Date With

A—Home. B—Lig C—T am
fo 6.30 pm, Music Programme; 6.30
pm to T7.30 pm, Foreign Selection;
T30 pm o 3 am, Radio Luxem-
bourg. D—BBC2. E—BBCl. F—
Southern TV. G—London TV.

Today, 8
day Requests (D.J., Zena Millard),
Roval South Hants: Mr, T. Allen,
Mr. C. Vaughan, Mr. L. Booty,
Mrs. J.- Leahy, Mrs. J. Perren,
Mrs. B. Farrant, Miss M. Conner,
Mrs. D). Lann, Mr. B. Payne, Mr.
R. Vane. General: Mr. H. Spencer,
Mrs. J. Connis. Chest: Mrs. B.
Smith. Eye: Mr. F. Allen, Mr. P.
Donnelly, Mr. F. Gray. Fred
Woolley: Mr. T. Woodhouse,

Wednesday, 7, For the Children.

8, Look Around.

3.15, Dyvmond’'s Time.

8.45, Have You Heard.

9. Epilogue.

Thursday, Music

8, Makers,

for ten Southampton old age | Part 1.
nsioners who, as guests of South- |
mpton's Lions Club, gathered in |

1 Gaumont

cinema c¢ar park|

1

b the coach that was to take |

iem to their week's “everything
aid” holiday in Southses.

They will join 190 other old
eople, guests of varlous Lions
lubs from the South and West,
nd will be entertained for the
reek by Portamouth Lions Club.

Climax of the holiday will be
n. Edwardian ball next Friday,
ith the Lord Mayor of Ports-
mouth and the presidents and
bifficers of the Lions Club among
he guests.

The holiday is an annual évent,
nd last year at Bowrnemouth,
ne old gentleman became
omantically entangled with an
Id lady alzo on t-he'imhday. They
rere  married when they got
pack to Southampton.

Southampton Lions Club presi-
dent, Mr. Eric Cawte saw the
oach-load off. .

BENS RS

8.15, Thursday Requests.
8.45, Music Makers, Part 2.
8, Epilogue.

bUnited service
at Winchester

THE Mavor of Winchester, Mrs.

W. J. Carpenter Turner with her
husband, Mr. . J. Carpenter
Turner, attended evening worship
at Weeke Methodist Church on
sunday. The occasion was the
guarterly united service with the
Parish of Weeke, and the church
was full.

The Rev. Bryan F. BSpinney,
Methodist minister, conducted the
service, and lessons were read by
the Mayor and by Mr. A. Finch.
The. clergy of the parish were
present, and - the combined
Anglican and Methodist choirs led
the singing.

Dr., D. M. A. Mercer, diocesan
lay reader, spoke on the implica-
tions and relevance of worship.
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I8, MARKET FLACE, mOMSEY
Tel. Ramuey 35846
"Day Fashien for
Season”
Wi would like to foke the appor-

tunily of wishéng ooy customeri o
HAPPY CHRISTMAS

LAAT i

Foldar, Pec. 15, % am T pm

Friday, Dee. 23, 930 aom—3 30 p.m, [
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OPEH Fa.m. TO 5.30pm DANY

Visit the

WIZARD % 01

Christmas
Grotto &

ersT A

inthe area

9. ENGLISH OVEN READY

TURKEY

prea with all punbases ca Elar
hical Applisacer o E50 ar aver
o ol TV Rowal

FREE

PACK OF

WINES

Biven with Il pundhsscs on F
furg, Chrpeis & Bindding pduE:-ID
o @ror,

Last few days!

RETATL BERWICES LIMITED




Its D-for-demolition day m
II‘::!ITIL!T u;l]:;:J N et Eﬁ ﬁ |
Hosp;tui

safe

% - SOTON'S FINAHCES
Valusble v : _IN HBO‘QPI{I.NFORM

Two youths | Hegloct
aceused i

“ Durley couple not guilty CHARACTERS G 'ﬁ;.],ﬂ'].._.,;l}
of 'anorak’ charge WITHHIDDEN 75705 D e OPPOSITION
i ; Bt i : - 0 BUCHANAN
Sk A ks wa TR Bkl STRATAGEMS|.2 W, B
| ey > | et b .

SW ]‘:‘u ‘u‘u ATC HF

A PAREHOL & .-‘\.I.-L-n.

e

Inquest on former
Soton lecturer

Q:akmount-road :

Steward ill repairs

96 ABOVE BAR. SOUTHAMPTON Tel 26653

et




‘WHERE THE SHIFS ARE—

% Dock, river and ocean
movements

| Unleashed
dogs
banned
from streets

e

THE

PORT

HSPICTOR GORDOH EROWH, wall knows

fhraughout -
tha peet on bead ol dha Mow Srotland Yard specegd bramch K-
mrit at Ssuthampran docks, hon robired obter o police
garees of almort 0 years.

Sailing plams
upiek

EN0D, 000 for
madernisation

NO NEED FOR PRICE-THAW

£80 or

COST OF LIVING SLASHED

by

trtssy

TELEPHONE WINCHESTER 4961

4 WEEKS ONLY
£80 OFF
ALL NEW CORTINAS

Coll ot owr showresms in

HYDE STREET. WINCHESTER

|-r Owr
i SHIFFING
£l miroRTER

£ : '

L Cost of

seaman'y ikrnks
il

COSTS OF

ROYAL
VISITS

Last match
in Bosi

b A

I{””‘ '| P

A change
of Hag

Probe Suez call

New fealand
power projec

SOTON WEATHER

ATTENTION ALL
STRAWBERRY GROWERS

DARBY BROS.
of METHWOLD, NORFOLRK
Telephone Methwaold 393
Have now established a Lil.'lHlI in
Hampzhire fo
distribution of their special stock

sirawherry  planis (o Hampshire
R rOWETs=,

®
nsare L1} I.Il.l'kl'l.'

Avon Mmurs {Sahshury} Ltd.

EES0
E£325
14 . i E145
1L L MAH i k BAT T E4R5
e ; £510

§i FORD

E545
" ESS
E465

P 620
= E450
E350
EG25

E135
" E195

l-: [T RTER
TP

 JAYS of SOUTHAMPTON

GRAND PART EXCHANGE PLAN

JAYS can answer F '|l-:||.|r pmhlﬂm'




Saints have beaten Lwerpool
before“"'they cqn “ﬁ‘{}jﬂll% seek their
do it ag aln =P i “‘“‘”

By Obse rver.

Tﬂuﬂ‘.kﬂ‘h Livgrpaal, -u 1 h woul famaus cleba in

the cazu -:.-J Fha 'md of tha Leagu

chamg N- '\-p came 1o fh |}-r|I =d Ih makch will b-r
zab Beil lar the Taiais

Reserves” Cup game

New president for
bmm] L]ul}h Im'fur.: [Injury keeps
e ., v Lewis out

Liverpool umchanged

The " Echo '™ pre-mateh special containing a

photograph of the Liverpesl team and actien

pictures of many of the player, tegetber v By

tesm detaili, will be am a8le &t The Dalfl bakwre
the match @

CYCLING MHEELER
This man from \Ieram'slde : e
must move fast  yartricke = R T I
Bt vy G P S P HOCKEY

I'rojans open
_.,‘il_'fﬂ S0Mn

Wessex ASC
WL o s

Midweek soccer
police Fagal Las i

Ar full strengih

Paine substitute
for League side :

Tomorrow's football fixtures V*?-*“&,‘ !T]--'-‘
FACUP. BEEHD SoALiTYIAG ..-..-----.u--.-. sEn .-!-l T,

TDMI:IHFII:IW -

INTER-TOWN SWIMMING (ONTEST et e HVERPOOL

Southampten Swimming Club v. Brighton
IGUTHAMPTON CONTRAL BATHE
¥, BEFTIMEE

THE DELL SO H\u‘l'I:'I i |




THERS VIR NG PCED Bey [2

High Grade
Second-hand
K urnllur{'

Hers are & [ow emam

SOUTHERM
Evening Echo

AMERICA,
TOO

froei gaae Large range

I.-:r l"ll:lH“I ‘~| T'-
.'-\.mprlnq 4" Wardrobe,
sl © v Dreming h.l,.
Woasdpabe
LIy 10
Walngt Snish
COCKTAIL CABINET
36150
Reproductisn oak

COURT q-.n-:n,uu:-
4' 27 wide oo EXEREOND

Two-seater SETTEE smd

poro: o lchimy EASY

CHAIRS in prinbed

bocan cuvers ES/18/0

Sl of 4 Reproduction

ik Fauiah

DHMING CHAFRS,

hics eaty and bachs
E16/15/0

Vienl cur Seqond 1and

Dirpastemen wad e

P poamasbver

WE ARE OPEN ALL DAY

EATURDAYS

SHEPHERD
& HEDGER

[ v & HIDEER (Magls

BT HABETOH T v
r,',-f-'n l,..pl c,'

Fiigront toas rews aem
i s pans
Lol dfan- b Larodewes B4, ||
B mamayyT Tol Einal

TOTTON
VIADUCT

SCHEDULE

"]

(2 I:I;'illl!" i u"rnln
' B - " - 3 8415

FOMICAET

Bus Co. say
don't let
cars stop

TS s Dot W

)

5 -1.: -

IF:FJ‘ B |

Quick action prevents

{:n]lhl{m by th]}‘a

0" SHIFFIMG ALP

A b ERd Traigh BiThieg Ty G
Farth L c "SE W88 BIMIT, BliteS

"-.I W SOTON

FREIGHT
MANAGER

Im. TREES LOST

N ALGO.
WALK T
LIVERP(KM.
Councillors
see how
firemen work
I 3

P o

; 'u Going te Clean

Air Congress
4

=

50 BR lend will
extend path
A¥,

A man with a
"fearsome
record " given

last chance :
Railway land

for hus hay

£130 redio is
: missin
Winstone must 2
meet Williams |1
1

for ol pecasfons

Fred Bailey _

;‘1'-1"}}.! 5L ol SOUTHAMPTON

WIHEEGE |rr|-l-'|
wplburn

il i e e L

SRR LA o G-i-(-i-i-ﬂli-l.-ﬂll’.—n.-l.-l.l-*’- bl 'i :.;;.r.:.r.r. -




BOUTRERN EVENING RETD. Tharster, My 11 1957, Pagw 1

s
. HMEMN gvent

H"SHH'&LLSH!WL
[10ne ALLOWAREE [f3

" | FiuMOLES
3 Nagvin SUMILAR ALLOWANCES

s T..:.i ; " i KETMATIC
Netley Hospital finds g ONTHERMAKES
are on display 2w S

ECHGD * STAFF EIFOGATIR
w rred Eoorm aoder dho

CLARENDUN . ;
T T FEE
ate 0L PRaCE | L ft. o | R

i - R b sl

—=)
1025

CLARENDON
4EMDR

DISCOUNTS OFF
EVERYTHING!

G130
2Waveband: et

e m&mu*@ aﬂﬁ;ﬂg
r..;.;'i"-'m'“:l"‘ - -Mgaz IB“ e am :;--.;:595

i wpsne r raE # MO PEPDSIT-9 MONTHS TO Y
Rumbelow HP-24 MONTHS To PAY

57-81 Landon Rd., Scwthamptan. Tel, 15318 17 bdarket 51, Eantleigh. Tl Esntlsigh 2077
b Park 5t., Shirkey, Seuthampton. Tel. THIAS 80 Sr. Masy 5b., Southampics. Tel. 24185

LR §ECTEY FORTEMGUTH INEE

WOMEN'S I"ﬁ":l l | U '1 IJ ACTIVITIES | Court tributes

WORTH AHD lu.||.1-r| TIGWaRTH t,u a IP

BEAULIEU

Grandson of | Ludgershall has 3 - e
Gladstone left | new councillors ™ wpvn |5k i o 2l 25
£330,000 [ roommns i oo |28 Efen me gty L bk

L-driver's
three offences

SATH BASSEILEY




This 5-piece slalmnss steel place seltmg worth 25/-is yours lnr 14/6

And this

British st beses stase], 14 hin o bes al th
that will give pleasuroe for years I:'IJ @ in o your Esso

ASHURST

ANT BROE

ad LD

CADNAM

BERIOA MEVICE STATIOR
T L. HAPIE

CHANDLER'S FORD

m AOWLIE LTOD
BiniL Py el Klarips. Ot

EMOATE OARAGIS
[CREAE Finll LTS
6 T r Ty Wit
™ 22

HFRISE QARADE LTD
ANFET

I
¥

Tr

ATEHIHAM giEvICE ATATIDN
iP. W, BLAK )

e

FAIR QAR

foME T aNMDE T RVICE ATATIDN
Hetair Saragpm. |.--J

w piler Hoad Pay Ol

Tel Hd

FAWLEY

AT MAND® OF PAWLEY
iC. W. BEXTON

few Claroge
i Fiwsy i

Cano can hnve this Bn bery m

at maki -|'|.'-.|'|'||.I||." e Yo

IPERS BRIDGE

EFURE ENIDGL SLAVICE STATION
A W L] g

2}
Tl Dok L

LYNDHURST

r-l".-uﬁu'lnl.l‘.n.ihnl (5.5:1
sy Moo
¥ o

HOMANSLAND

HOMANLARD fdareld §TATeDA
10l OYEE 4R[S S0

ROMSEY

FEON O LaHTEEN & Rl fvedi
T

SOUTHAMPTON {cant.)

CITE TR N Y TR PTeCiE Y AT
i -

]

T

LOWTHLNE CANACLE LTD
Bh, fars S shirie

T

L]

SOUTHAMPTON raery e o

ANOELEE 1Erapn it seivatis LID
™ g "

) FTATIGN

R
EHGUHT FLEABANT FikLiWD
ETATIGH
i zrion OF8 Happioes Lid
& |' - 3
Ty il pion JRAIT
HEW CENTRAL SEVICE STATIGN
DOAME A WAMNTS,

Wamlrr
Tr
FRINCES SLAY Gl STaTi0M
FRITHAHTLL MAIN JTATIEE Tan-ern Brock M ol Moot
ATATHON el Soat T
{F B LIMEENT)

Fai Eoalfgmplsy G

LEW MARFITLE LTE
AL 8 O

station now and stort collecling a

pdie [roem the |

ul.--x-

TOTTON

EUEERIQC] S AYICE BTATIGH
¥ LT BLA MK

WALTHAM CHASE

Bhsimiie GAHAGE

WIH{H[STIH

EAVICE STATION




[ BOUTHEHR FVEN 1N

£3,000 EXPEDITION GOING TO
Tidwortk ETHIOPIA ™8 B QUALITY CARS

Lancer band |, e monin coutnon 1o emosn s tena [N College AT PRICES THAT SUIT YOU

at Soton No . 15960 measy i e E1BS
W Notes: 1956 WeLLRAN gl 1485

By P.MLEB.

fiek tesehers
-1

- i
President's wosk
cased

K!

Theatre Wark
produs fian

BREAD BASKET BROOD -

L
g Fo
Excrer

OUR USUAL TOP PRICE FOR
YOUR WSED CAR IN PART EXCHANGE

~ WILL SHORT LTD

2-4 ST CROSS RD.. WINCHESTER. Tel 61855

% *! Joint visit to
-I-)] _._."I"l N N [ N (j HOTEL Irl 11l F Dorset Downs
A A

THE NEVER HAD

PERFECT PROBATION |:"%i- st s = Gor g cotat A medicated
y 2o - 5 hot bath
_I.'.{O hlL oy e P ¢ Goui wish las h:;p.:n n:m
s £ nori e e comforting
wWay.

A debitanticl supplement ender the
abgre title, of iArereil e major 9 o ; ¢
odvertisers, will be appeoring in our e g o i = on i Ty Medibak, de pes Swho freatmond,
intwe of May 1T, r | i 1 CLd

It will Be oimed ot ealy of ihose . 4 Hasesr -
wha ore petting wp o bome for the Vordle C328 mmms s of i Former
it teme, but alis ot all wha witk 15 - - s ] '| |'“i||"'h:||'|
make 1k meit of their preieat home t . I“ t'“"'\lf".’ [L”. "
For ferther indormalion, faferesied i T Ty v -
edviartisers should pleaie ring

JOUTHAMPTON 27272 (Ext. 269)




Page W BOUTHERY EVENTNCG ECRO. Thofidas. Maf 1

" Forest loses | Married at
| a familiar figure o' Swanmore

R4 L L il.l.llﬂ
s

"-|1 uu-\h sty I[‘
eown for

it poseeer | Bursledon bride |27 25
i an & piiieas 1 APakiEl ¥LE gows Wid | gy - o L
X ] Pl e g . DA, W

2 PLACED ON

PROBATION

Mew showroom
A mew w rictr ahowres b

.. links past EXPERIENCE wnh
new ideas and VERSATILITY- Fl]H

?_ﬂt n %1’9 I

N YOUR LEISURE 2 “““J% (;*ﬁ
Sl MAIN DISTRIBUTORS OF

, - + COIN OPERATED PHONOGRAPHS + BACKGROUND MUSIC SYSTEMS

(FOR THE MOST DISCEERMING FEOFLE) |EVEM CHICKING PRIFIR QUR UNITH

+ GAMING EQUIPMENT AND “ AMUSEMENT MACHINES
AMUSEMENTS WITH PRIZES

=: AND THE FABULOUS A Ell{fifi{?llffaj

“ COLOURFUL FILMS WITH RECORDS

PETER SIMPER ORGANISATION

FETEE SIMPFER FOHH HARDY

MILK STREET. BATH HIGH STREET, BOEDON
SOMIRSET o HAMTS,

Tel. EATH &4594 Tel. BORDOMN 2051




5§ HIGH STREET - SOUTHAMPTON

Print Design Services
| (SOUTHAMPTON) LIMITED It)is

: Southampton 24082 5TI

PRESS RELEASE

outhern
Although thi

Ferry's Demoliticon
experts at this type of work ant
syen years. Amongst

Erigson,

sposal

§ ] T s
leasad TO nave

them once &

organisation
taken away to be
o e

11 be cleaned and ¢ before

down and used




& HIGH STREET - SOUTHAMPTONM

Print Design Services
(SOUTHAMPTON) LIMITED

ne Southampton 240562

PRESS "RELEALE

Thus next year's new car may conta
year's new road may have some of Netley
so far as they can b r gd intact from the roof without breaking, will

used agai imb of 1§ will 8ll1 be sorted. lot will
be so full
other extreme there ¢
will be sawn up with as liti as possible, and will
on for another hundred years of useful
Portland stone and Welsh granite there
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x million
The work is due to commence on F
which is 110 years since Queen Vietori: id the foundation stone to
first Military Hospital: claimed to have b ite time the largest
Hospital in the World
The Hospital originally designed by Mr, Mennie, grchitect of
Department was to accommodate "the sick and invalid soldiers of Queen
Army", stands majestically in 227 acres of land on the eastern side of Southampton
Water, and has been a well known land mark for thousands who have sailed from
of a quarter of a mile, with =

surmounted by a dome, and tw i all three storeys hi

ich run the full length of the building are reputed to be
in the World. is of red brick, faced with Portland stone, and with plinths
of Welsh granite a along the basement. Fortland stone of such perfect texture
cannot be
Nightingale who had ¢
in the Lrimes War.
to the recommendations that she had stently sent to the War Office. She

esaw that the plans were utterly irrelevant to the functiom of a

hospital, for they took no account for the need for sunlight - the wards were
dark and overlocked the back where the ki 8 and coal heaps were situated,
eirculation of fresh air or provisicn for isclation units. It appeared to her
that an 1lmposing facade to Southampton Water be more important than a functional

hospital., However, the censtruction of the Hospital was proceeded with and ever

since has proved to be an enormous drain of Government finances.
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The White House,
The Coammon,
Cranleigh, Surrey.

4th September, 1973

Miss Ann Rundle,

Northgate Cottage,

1, Barrells Down Road,

Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire.

Dear Miss Rundle,

I know I acknowledged your letter of 14th July and the
enclosures by post-card. Please forgive me for being rather
longer than I anticipated in writing you properly and return-
ing the material. However, now I do thank you very much
indeed for all the trouble you took looking out those most
helpful newspaper cuttings about Netley and for answering my
queries. 1 was partieularly glad to know when the cemetery
was consecrated - and for the sentence of Consecration. That
explainse the lack of graves prior to that date. 1 suppogBe
the patients of the Boer War who died at Netley were buried

elsewhere,

T have made notes of the cuttings and the Press Release.
They apsolutely confirm my understanding that Florence
Nightingale did not approve of the hospital - I have heard
and even seen it written that thm she planned it herself!
Here are all the papers back again, with, as I say, my most
grateful thanks.

The flood I mentioned in my last letter happened during
that very cold winter of ten years ago = burset pipes. The
fipe was also in 1963. I don't think it's really very impor-
tant for me to know which happened first, but I suspect it
was the flood.

At some point I was told that all QAs started off at
Netley. Do you agree that this was not so, even in the early
days? The Army Nursing gervice nurses trained there, but did
the QAIMNS all do so at the beginning? Do you happen to know?
Sorry to ask you yet another question. Don't worry if you
don't know the answer of f-hand.

Yn%:?.sincerely

A \ 1, Mrs. Herbert Wood
‘Vkﬂumk:¥f’ Vo .







(from Paul hers ide to ZSouthampton

Hospital, close to the & little build-
n ke seen. It isy; in fact rindmill, &nd it

a=water into the large swimming bath in the




Behind the mu%ﬁuﬂ he Garrison Theatre. Originally it was an open
space in which was 1ated a large swimming bath, filled with sca water
purped by means of & ¢ driven by & windmill on the beach. According
to the documents the s om was most unsatisfactory and the windmill was
replaced by a steam enginc on the same site, the remains of whose house are
still to be seen and known to this day as the "boat house"

During the vast two years the theatrc has been brought up-to-date, and
it is now, in ral respects, more modern and more workable than some of
the commercial theatres. Wiaere less than a dozen lamps of gmall candle-—
power constituted the footlights, to-day there are three seis of colours
hts, dimmers, projectors and fllCKiTS; in fact evcrj—
roduction of a modern play ex1sts; tH e are new
properly lighteds there is also a adequate supply

-

ot

@ et

(s}
o

floodlights, =]
thing to perfect
flats and the fli
of stage furnitur most every description. 1anges have boen made
the auditerium oa, gsoating is more comfortable. r the roof is a
control box from which telophonic communication can be nade with the stage
operators and the lighting effocts adjusted.
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In the winter season the theatre is particularly active in providing
amisement for the patients, staff and married families by amateur enter-
tainers, Y.M.C.h., WehoheF.I., and companies from the Scuthampion theatres.
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AS DEMOLITION WORKMEN smash their way through the sturdy af the Royal
Victoria Hospital at Metley r progress will ba closely watched by those interested
in the his of medals
For under the foundation stone, loid by Queen Victoria in May, 1856, may be
found the original Victoria Cross. is believed by some thar the cross is inside o
copper casket, along with the original drawings of the build gold cains
Realm.
The Victoria Crosz aword was creoted by Royol
Warrant four months prior to the foundation laying
ceremany. It is thought that the one beneath the stone is
the prototype.
But  though  demolition
ml’.llll:‘ began yesterday, those Tnadta *
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