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“ Gentlemen,

“ When preparing for the prefs that part of my fate p
lication which relates to your proceedings asa B
Ifte of Wight, in December 1801, 1 fou

pers a memorandum (the or

5 of your 1: W ; - : el oy ‘:
ht, by wi
1 hours on
zonwhatl coc
appeared that you had v
ed in examining what related 1o
he eare of Dr. Jac
and induced to believe, t
correct, and that you employed more o
palled on the d than is commonly 1

examining every thing at the deplt
miffion, and ¢
tentionally, in m
haitily made®.” My ocwn r for truth
thus fpontancoully to make this acknowledgment uncor
ticnally.
“ I am told that you are diffatishied with my having men-
tioned your inquiry 23 an ** ex e ' i”“‘-‘"""iﬂs- Ce

0 perfon was pre-

i ofed to contradiét, or

to explain any thing which Dr. Jacklon alleged to you in his

juftification, I can p thinking that you were placed in 2

fitnation, where the moft wife and upright of men might objedt to it
eoaceflion oa my part was n L wrote

even my firik fapp
o mach s vbeee Bours i the balpital at Pak
Ich.they maw sppear to huwe pailed §




letter to

* You are

ror inte whi

by v
fure to find a
on my part,a




tthe

ta Dr.

0 me,
Mr. Keate to re-

n Chicf to le

arrangemel
there mult be
cal i

y Dre







cing to

the Tath &

of Sir Lugss Pepys to try 1
10 aft an phyflcian at







Coxe )
and who had been fent

duty, and who e

grefling the fpecia

fied to Dr. Jackfon,
Such however was th

and indul,

that
yualified, th

And it was this letter t r d . f y oneh a5 for f

, dated the 1t of May, in wh ) i . mate § but
L der © n e i 2 fr

d receives

in ums,

s Deputy Secn
the Army Medical Board, the gth of March

Fufed or meferred, was of coarfe not admi o the izl medical exam
by the Arm ical Boards OF this 1 scgueiniet Dv. Jacklen by o lbe
dated Mirth 7th T7g9.




( 16 )
placed on duty elfewhere; and the next da

panied with uncommaon|

three we e calf
eylis, with

duty; upan

ity by

nts, this circum=

“ quefk you w

“ T have to {tate, that my pra
“ cefful ; of the frequ

“ gne only has taken place in




general




Feded the

hed by Ela § ! <k graeraliy

Jeakiza prop

patients




and

only o
hi




n

4 )

mine. are fo different, ave adopeea, and am .
- i ifferent, tnllt alrI have ado, u.[n. and am ¢my Medical Board refolved
NOUSs W0 maint ORe plan o Tl -8 o u -
1 : o e B o 33':"“ ST e to afk the opinion o peral Hewett on the fubjedt of

CAnNoT, Ellln iftently “.I.|.I1 that pl An, allot to him any pe Dr. Mac be mantin 3 : f ital of the depiit 3
of the medical duty; which explains the queftion conce (

o s and accordingly th fic ith flr. Rulh

which you defire information. I muft alfo, Sir, on X N
fion, take the opportunity of oblerving, that as h

MIEG
ki part. of y } b
k in the latier I ly r\_l gmr.lut. } h i from the de
1,.'0.'“'-:\'.; wery pointedly an infinuation that [ am v or that v lified ian, whao had
duty, her from ignorance or idle 30 ¥ b ced the: ¥ ), yal Highnefs the Come-
other be in faft ved," .= T

decifion,’”

1, after mentioning the
very mod | eftal with which Dir. Mite
fia revioufly to his ded for the wants of the i
ackfon, {whole care s
vee of Dr.Borl

Fw

fzme duty w

en of the mem-
& 4 very comfidenable: s 1% of chy i
Teckion enc
nqirned emamdnaclon, i # i reek and
of the Bih of Jure

g D7, Juckfoa's ihen Lol abf % by
p X

arr of Chatham Hofpinl"—s ma®
military difciplise § for Dr. Borland was nt fooe A Ly
i : i . . Bitan: infpediorn,
waly prociaded from medlcal duty by the fpeclad ordir of the Commander




il

General Hewere, 1 received a lewer fram D

which the followi

% Sri
% Dr. ]

o

of difeates,

ference ex

As to the mod

bady it cove

the patient
" As

tal by your erder ; L -
5 r wanees of pay
5 in attendance on the
ey BEC
ik MacLavein

ed | f
hile th
e of his pl
iteed his intention of keeping ol
snorted thisi
1 rep
| to the Ay ;

d at p,




lormation can
e conclufi
Army Medical Board din
i fit 2nd infpeét the hof}
wf duty had been commaonly |

D Jacks:
that, in regard to
Rrudtion whatever ; bue

decide on thae

Chatham, and in orning of t
General Hewett ag the barrac
came, and we procceded to t

fatishied, [ went nextt
called for the books, which,
to ceufirm the account of Dr. Jack
been received 3 few days bely
letter of the Sih of June,

oyment of

or (as was explained) cold water p \ vackets an d
large fancepans on the fick,

COming
iVes, par-
5. [ ob-
hen recently dicd, in the
ne names of two of b
been written, with this rem:

* 1did not then
De. Jackion appears to have ig-

s circumitince, nor the inferences

INg room,

nformed b

kets to increafe the
I CCurre |.| I:!| were ta
h, or in its {lead w

and that as foon




given, at mightal
cathartic, frequentdy ¢
powder.  As

Maclaw
the mind of the Fr

us to do
culty ; m

the paant
circumil

days after, rece
{ mentionsd
return of th
of deaths to be
this great m




|'\.'.'l any go
you, which we truft you
ywever had no e

- nay ¥ e
was our indulg

perfift in excluding the fo

medic i
e lile of Wight, with Af
of the medical affiftants w
with De. Maclaurin
patiens left in th
by Dr. Jackfon
i the prifon thip) ; of
another during the fecor
But excepting thefe four
fled with Dr. Fackfen from C
Dr. Maclaurin admitted more th
fick { none of them
broken up {
another patien
Alfter this, very little of imy
st occurred until t
retary at War, by

attended the

fome and dificu
appointment,

o fhaee in wr
were dired

letter) ta
rexjiefts p

mer Ajf
tranfmiteed to the
oW opink

Ioth Dece

by the Phyi
Fulh (who died foon after) bai

D

that it wou

and myf




7 fuch are

ings would always be
to thie King's tro

and alf the me
by the
Board, ¢

o Ty ftem
Pt Regins with thefe
vent of
bmiteed to the Co
vations as I thoughe it

nefs thereupon ; in co

el




Maelau
d * o forr

cfied copics of the ori]




of being continued i
longzer, for the pu

us ‘writers to t

g by the exp and lhedt of
adopted eertain maxims and princigle fick g sl
i . ! 2 for feveral ye
Thede vay




hjed

x maonths |

ats at the recor
Felebed, as I pref

furprifiz that it
s as thole em-

a mere

to this
though the patients on ene

iz on the o d under fevere and dangerous
diforders.  But if in (h b fup hat the Special
Board me:




gard 1o the
toms, of

of danger that t
abiolutely
parties with fuch exa

of our le

thar pare o o3 1 Hayes in wh

Jy by Secetary to have &

degree, mi
i wplanat
deputy Secretary

DPlecember a8th 1801,”

t on us to offer a

1 Whe d

fs the
ars that it

¢judge Dr. Juckf

nyand to pals 3

' H
gated

» though it
varge againtt D
of December 18, 18
ed by th

i howentr moll cemals, that we
s but o
s exident hes




army,
clufive

itate {1

their ftay u ¢ ifland
ted that 1 fhould be able to
authority, how much time they had devoted to cach particu-
lar objedt or part of their invedtigati it extent 1
had wronged them by ftat

read «

employed ¥ ¢

the 3oth Decem!
med 2 nec
their future inveltig
ing the night. All
and take becak

certainly does not
rd 15 ftated to have
a note from

hours in ero
o Cowes,

it w




g inform f
refpefling other parts of ¢

the wyth of Augult 1808 ; bat th
Hayes, (dated the aft of 5

reached Parkl

ever, ‘from his beft reec
arrived u about
cluded.  But thou
from Sir Jol

mation w

at the hofpital com
mentioned that the i
cluded between four and five
dina hofpital is ar fome difta
o venereal and furgics

to my purpofe.  The i)
Appendix; . 8, was the t

been employed by the Speci

(patal 3 bust ¢

r proceedings.

wig CORcer

Prot:







had been
which were fu

of no

8 e g

is eally te e













ner matters.'"

“w

hem until

trary to his exp
R

n di
¥
than it was.”




J- M. Harze
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the Special Board were the comtents of th
the Secretary at W ¢ eati e cretary at War, i
redtly to General Hew npet to them t
i removals.
After this we are told

31ft of December, Drs. Jac

o

at War,) D¢




they requ

Afrert
on the §t




66

feel of becoming fo by making that exan ny & pﬂ‘lnl y
when I may hope, at ame Gme, to ferve the caule of
truth and jultice.

In the preamble to report the Special Board de r.‘m_
that it was made * ;
at Parkhurft,” * a
circumftance that app to be connedied
referred” to them. | mean by
that they made any fuff K
the nature and effeéls of Dr. Jackfon's p
the reafons already me nd to be hereafter m
enter my protelt againit this pretenfion, as being cot

Board then proceed to fay, *° we
arlt, clean in good orders”
muft cbizrve that Dr. Jackfon never was accufed, either by
san Generzl or my of inateenticn to the cle
linefs of the depdt hod therefore after a week's
notice of the inten
extrzordinary indeed if any ...‘Fs had beenob=
eeved by the Board.

“ We found the martal 2 g, to be owi

feveral difeales, chicfly fevers, d eries, infammation of

the lungs, mealles and (earlet fever, The dyfenteries
fevers, are the effecls of the encampment that

ich remained for

a conli \]Ll.l i

tions of the lungs

the mealles arc

% As there wm no ciufe W
cendinued enesmpement Upea the fame gro
thened, may we not conchale that Dr. J'Julu Suty by not epee-
ing to Geserad Hewect the prebable confogeences of Fach 2 escampment
Wiiths Lhe tenBdenes which that General sppears to bave ropoled in e Dedlion,
Tuck warning wonld ha wboodly proved elficackus.

L}

feve

ver, Kept up [1‘. e

their firft ad-
iderable fick-
he depae, arifing out of the nal
d (young and uniEafpned rccr1|||'\_,l
!',:{ the ¢ g -:.F all the caufes of mortality above flate
as probably o rticularly the eamp
alled gafric fevers

rove l'u-rrc.
a few fhort remarks.
uls. is commonly * owing to feveral
vers and
infAamma-

5 us nothing
It .’Ibn{,\.": iy

=
ﬁ:'!! et fever, wk Sremich e tles
let feve

d do not always
from the report
e prefent ir.lpn:‘ﬁr General of Army

B [\Jr. I\.mghl- to General Dundas, (after having
oied four days in e ; the hafpital at Parkhuri,

y ek iy

a few weeks after the Special Board had lefi it,) dated Febe

2fen of ebe yrav was ke £




ontagic

of Wight, i'-r'.“'lc=| e

urlt barrac [:.- €. X ]
ment of Dir.




and par:
chief the r r h : i3 ¢ 2 the fufpicion®, if
treatment. of d
ﬂul',r,

e of mortali

done to you, I

letter of thofe ge

mortality ¢ ? 1Etic i he Speci at there was then
that it** w ¥ parti 4 f o er having d kim of
arly if thew r Inth aph F prac ma ol erronecus and un-

to fereen Dr. Jacklon from = of fu ractality g adee i uld have been far

her from

h (ufpicion had ex-

i degree to

letter dic-

them | hofpital, y not with a defign
little better than death, afic

iGtion, wh ably

o been lefs

> on the memb
5 to have ha there was any danger of
r ] tice to our own charaler, as
From fuch loofe and unfatisfallory premifes, however, 1 L
Bpecial Board proceed as follows: ** The opi
fex of difeafe fome

dfeskess and e




mander in Chicl (a5 aj retary at Wi
to General Hew 4 fictan Grene

to belicve * the unanimous opinion of t (5
to have exculpated Dr, Jackfon from all impr

in the treatment of ¢ 3 I of t f
= that the Ba:
t 2 full and faj
take place, and, therefore, the C
have been deceived by this report.
fubjeft of diet next occurs in the report. % W
fay the Board, “his (Dr. Jacklon's) low dict and

el i L




employed by Dr. Jackfon had no influence in producing their
deaths ¢ or are they quite fure that they know enough of the
#ffedts of foul air, &c. to be entitled to affert, that none of the
rclaples were occafioned by de surilhment and fupport,
and thar this f
mostal, but
appears, had not 8 atham, though
his wards was not better probably than thole of Dr.
Jackfon; and it will have been {2 is letter to the
Phyfician General, that he afcribed ¢
flance to the wine and good nourifhment with whi
tients were indulged.

‘The Special Bo i d the fubjelt of 4 by p
fing to believe, that the alterations made by Dr. Jackfon
* proceeded from the belt motiv inking, perhaps, th

Teputati h nee of the fick, |
Was 3 motiv feripti
wn,  they repear Maj

allegation, that * the diminution of
at the fuggeftion of the Surgeon Ge
that 1 had recomment
potatoes to compenfate for this dimis

Afer this follows what I moft confs
jultifiable part of their report:
fay the Special Board, rhe
cines ordered for the [ick are entered.

k alone fuffic
ce of a phyfician.  For this pur pofe,

indeed, we do not know any other f
our firft letter to you,” (i. e. the experiment fo often men-
tioned.)  * But the regifter was fufficient to convince us,
that there was »¢ grownd for the charge contained in Dr.
Maclaurin's leiter of the uriverfal and indiferimate wfe of
bived lereing, and fome other remedies therein-mentioped .

on, and a8 a

*® The Baned have here given a very uafale repee
Braught by v, Macliuria againt Do Jackfem, app

muft be here r from, Dr.

| Board, is

Wil no
's. letter,"

5

1 that they

and sdds; thag

ie froers, wpon

which the Spoeial Board could
d& chargn 9 of the




“ No.5.”")

ew days after
of ex=

I zo. Lt w
my former App




or carried away ;
ber of thole who w e,
that of the 2g patients LlJ.l_\. ks which | pollefs,
of thole 3, to the ta have been admitted on the 28th, zgth and 32th of De-
rere ot only ordered to cember, 22 were bled, feve f
1o vamite o the amount of ¢4 ounces at once, hul three to 50 uL.l-:
dlay ; two of I each at once; )
u..n 'I’r I|r'c|

above menticned be found in Ap;
I f it led. taio wers
guing F backward y m i Hod a not bled, two were

one, I
and one,
. 17 were alio vomited, 23 purged, and 2z
jeveral places at the fame time), and all on
Here, for what reafon does not appear,

tered, ans I f the o k The
ice, however, accor pell with the account given of
it in Ur. Moaclaurin’s letier ; books of the Iile of
ard w
is part © rt, afford complete
i in r i . urin. IF
g been

ik degres womrd wiitten |:,F.J[m.u|un from ® gentlemen

nar bas e Jackfon any b

i quettios,

pablic of the =

my endeavoun were emrroed w dee eaawidion

ke may prodice in oiber refpedd sokably leave mo roum b % 52t S Amaky et .

wny ane @ doubt of his ews effres nd mal o - mnte e oulky dmitacy el AL g A




( 82 )

their unanimous dec! s I am warranted in faying that
though death has rendered Dr. Maclausin unabl

himfelf, I am able to

grear abundance of

ftated on the fubjedt of Dr. Jackion's

all the letters written by him on the fubje : !
mentioned either in this publication or in my former Apper
dix No.8.; and having made this d E
the members of the Speci
may refled, and with compun

hey did to Dr. Maclaurin by their

i tha report is known to have excited in
ng the progrefs of a difeafe w
n his death.

The repart next proceeds in t
fon farther ftated to us, and that wpe
Dr. Maclaurin had no adequate means of knowi
ing of his (Dir. Jacklon's) practice.” T

id fatal event,
o the waus
& ME A Ae-

fie commpn
produce &
s cabemcl wigh




( 82 )

the Speeial Board refults from Dr. Jackfon's &x fharte com-
munications to them.  Whart be reldf them in privaze | know
not; but what he wrete and privately delivered fs them, may
now be afcertained, though not by their help.  Tn that (tate-
ment he' alferts thar “ though Dr. Machurin might have
oblerved ar muny art that men il of fevers were
fveely, for this (fays he) was often done in the bathing room ;™"
“ that many of them were immerfed in a warm bath, fx
of thern walhed with cold water ; éven that ofthérs had buckets
‘of cold water poured wpon their heads;' “thae emeti
brifk, or, if he pl
¥ wese among the me
yet = that, a3 D
thefe means in i

minately.™  That Dr. however
had oppormunities of becoming acquain with Dir. Jackf
miethods of treating the fick is demonitrable from the
of his account of them, confirmed by the very refpeiiat
reftimony which I have lately obtained ; and Dr. Jackfon
himiedf docs in effeét admit the refemblance of his practice e
D, Maclanrin's reprefentation of it, even when he aflerts
that the latier * never faw the a ation™ of bis ** means
ins dual cafes 7 an alfertion uuerly incredible, confider-
ing that the patients generally. underwent what Dir. Jackfon
calls ‘the properatery treatorent of bleeding, Hot, and cold
bathing, &c. in one comman and open room.

D, Maclaurin, in his Letter to the Phyfician General of
the 25th January 180z, (which is given in the Appen
No. 4.) declares this affertion of Drr. Jackfon’s to be * fajé
adding, < [ in frequent inffances faw patients previcus to
their being placed in the wards, but fubfequently o his hav-
ing preferibed for them ; I have been in his wards feveral
times, have feen him cxamine rFxﬁﬂ'—. and preferibe for them,
efpecially a fhort time afier my arrival at Chatham Barrack
his recolleStion too fils him, in that he cecafionally prefer

n with {o
unkni

ipds o m

yed by D
¢ diforders, which pro-

¥ terminated by the op
fesexcited not only att

f|'|--|1}' |\{'i—
own to Dir.

AR

e
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the Special Board refults from Dr. Jackfon's & perte com-
munications to them. What he 1o them in privace T know
not ; but what he wrete and privately delffoered to them, may
wow be afcertained, though not by their help.  In thar ftate-
ment be afferts thar * though Dr. Maclaerin might bave
ohlerved an mmany sceafomt that men il vers were B
frénly, For this {{ays he ) 'was often done in

“ that many of them were immerfed 'in a

of them warhed with cold water ; even that others b

of cold water poured upon their hes © thar emetics,
brifk, or, if he pleales, drg .

¥ were among the means employed i the cure of

vet * that, as Dr. Maclaurin never faw the appli

thefe means in | es, he will not ob

had oppormunities of beco:

methods of treating the fick

of hig account of them, cor = he very reipedtable
rellimony which [ have Litely obt 3 and Dr. Jackion
himdelf does in effelt admit the refemblance of his praftice e
Dir. Maclaerin's reprefentation of | when he afferts
that the iatter * never faw the application™ of his * means
in sudivndual cafes 7 an alfertion utierly incredible, confider-
ing that the patients gencrally underwent what Dr. Jackfan
calls the praperatery treatment of bleeding, Hot, and cold
bathing, &c. in one commaon Open room.

D, Maclaurin, in his Lester to the Phylfician General of
the 25th January 180z, (which is given in the Appendix,
No. 4.) declares thisaffertion of Dr. Jackion’s to be * faje ;™
adding, < [ in frequent inftances faw patients previous 1o
their being placed in the wards, but fublequently to his hav-
ing preferibed for them ; I have been in his wards feveral
times, have feen him examine the ok, and preferibe for themy
afpeeially a thort time afier my arrival at Chatham Barracks ;
Rie recollzflion woo fails bim, in that he cccalionally prefenb-

( 83

ed for fome patients placed
feeing theém ;. that 1 reme

excited not only
| officers and atend

e received by
1 nathi

1Y motives and oppor
! refpecling them s and in regar
ieular examin: vy Dir. M

bed to the ordinary routing of

g and purging. upo:
n o fort of need of i
5, with a few very
fur the fule purpole of p

more on paid to th
Te wiad 19 the habit or confli
h by ether phyficians
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ham hofpital alfo treated nearly alike.”
¢ generally in all the
ek, including the exantbemata, particu=
larlyimall-pox, meaflles, and fearlatins, which,notwithftanding
Dr. Jackfon's boaft n the bath=
ing-room, were at mio the fame wards with i
thic fewers, afier being previoufly bled, &c. ; a praflice which,
. ially in the early ftage, is almoft
ly dangerous. Indeed there waz
11, GF
[ praper S

o death was, on being diffedted by

s died by frafture of the fkull =,
firangely can be fuppoled to have been
% for recjow or
m was by violent

ve falutary or pernicious, and yet
nan any change mult be beneh
elumption, and fitonly for the m

and faie
remedics, wou ed b mufk
and femetimes impoflible,
by this debilitating and dangerous wremment, and ugh,
when impr ly wied, it very often fell thort of defiroying
the patients, they were gene t fo much exhaufted by
ity [without the fmalleft necelfity,) as 1o render complete re-
sovery, if attainable ucing frequent
relaples, and altimately occafio droply, &c.  In fupport

witen have been rendered

* Dr. Mertfen frogd a buge frallure and Jeperefling of the full abowe the
Jeft sar, with an infammation of the brain « membranes, which fuifi-
weradly scoonnned far the agpasranre of fowr § an 3 ance hawever whih
could net Lave doceived o fergeon who bad bow poopesty edecund,

{ 85 )

wf this apinton there is a grea

dead, well known t

the bodies of the

found water collefted in the ghelt, with o
nearly three. of thegd, after the
been imtroduced. have, maoreover,

o the hofpi

d comparatively the great n
One gentleman writes, * I am convinced
ined of fever, in

many o d il

ught on by the

marking, that
time, he would

a matter of cour (=
ing, and I
that the D

{though unnec

few days commec
being ultimately
living proofs of the

Jackfon.
The Special Board next Gy
tisfaltion to our enquirics why Dr.

* Thelk cabes were, I pref
the books wird by Dr. Jackion in
ted t b +¢ fewenidh,
ration to have been |
weamiting and pergiag wid, very oflen ot bealy emplaypd in
Riled 5 g
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to teke his proportion o holpital-duty

judging as we do, that 0’

decided upon by full trial, we are equally of
that Dirs Maclaw i s ed to b
gence, (or mare properly, jultics,) from Dr.

that no difference of opinion on_points of §

have prevented Dr. Maclaurin {rom tak

which the Special Board
Dr. Jackfoo's compl

cated

priving De. Maclaurin of al

which he was fent 10 {orm; andy fecon
ty to Dr. Borland, contrary to

i
¢ Comman

ully to his

af his conduél, ) that no imput ppears to have
been underflood as conveyed, or ; OOV EY by
their report, in regard to ihis offenfive proceeding 5 fince na
natice was 2fterwards taken of it by the Commander in Chief
o Becresary at War, in the opinions delivered by them re-
ipedling the feveral matters contained in port ; and thug
Dr. Jackfon obuained complete impunity for tranfactions

kin
that Drs. Sutten
ber, with the 2
Secretary at Whar, ord
fhare of the med
thither accordingly

in Chi
& to take a
They went

ts to Dr. Jackion




[

on or about the 14th of December 1501 ; but he rejected
their afliftance, and even pretended to doubt whether t
order which I had notified to him in ulual manner, and
fisch as neither he, nor any octher medical officer in the army,
had ever before difputed, w: ¥ ved from the Com-
mander in Chief and the Secretary at War; becaule it had
not been communicated to him throw
Major General Hewete; a formality swhich be had nat r
quired in regard to Dr. Borland, or Surgeon Warren, or
even Dr. Maclaurin, when they were fent to C
hofpital, and which he did not require in re
Phelan, or the other officers who were fent to d
depdt hofpital fublequently to this event.
Rogerloa having informed me of this proceeding, I+
communteation of | Secretary ac War, who was
to canfirm
a lenter to
i. & on the 23d of Dece
the propoled enquiry ;
mentionsd in t

f from Drs. Roger nd 5

¢ did not exprefs the true mos

conduét, whi lels were fimi
merly influenced bim in

T'he full exe d
I know not how to ealeulate ; ¢ © been great,
may be prefumed, co g the feventeen
days in which the two phyficians were excluded from taking

mber of paticnts inthe depét hofpital

amounted to nearly 55 t among thele were many feri-
ous and dangerous cafes of difeate, requiring much preater
care and attention than Dr. Jackfon could pollibly beftow,
elpecially during the week preceding the arrival of the Spe-
cial Board ; in which he muf® have been employed in mak-
ing preparations for the expeled inve {igation ; and particu-
larly in compsfng thay long Ratement, (occupying fwenty

8g

1) which has been already me d; and it cer-

not unreafonabl
br which occurred

wked by mealles appe
the care of Dr, Jackifan,

that fome part of the
week, 3

kept unemploy-

the fcventeen




iof their rep

tice to [y, that Dr. ]

gent, and my

ek

in the fpace of a few hours,

than upon L
have afcertain e his hig mult be left for tf

explanation 3 and 1 d his
beg leave to afk, w it wa

fick men to p

tal, inftead of fen

parently for
he probably ex

fituation and o
however is a fubject for
-,:ru-:h:ﬁ 1]

without ¢
the cond
“ We ha
from Mr. Andrews ;
wifb we could, o il wirely pals them
over in fil The ain the ohlery 15, we may [y

fvely to the
Juckion's p
Ereatment of i Chatham § and foeme ta have been
s ds s by fupuiboriey of educaiion, 4nd of knowledgey st beaf la regand

and they flate tha

Army

mede i B boally

got adduce

ey Dr. Jukfia b




which they thoughe pr
fe do £t reludTantly.
Bue as the Speciil
the fuppoled impropriety
plications, it becomes me to e
or apprebenfions had any re
here I mult begin by noti . i piion of
perfons to whom thel lications were’ made:-  For ons
of them, Dr. Mor
tion, he Bav
affice in order to ¢
Ja
a5 [ can difcover, any caulc or
Board thould not apply 1o him
of hig letter, as readily as o ar
acquainied with them. It is wruc tha gentleman,
Mr. Andrews, had not refigned his office, be ing long
ablihed as a p ioner of medicine at Brompton in

® Dr. Jackies, Tn one of his laie p
g eperating furgs 3 g

mat coerefl. On

jon for med
grived to get ¢ : A d he madneeTeT
wirste t2 ma o0 the gyth of > a ke i° the oaly

bolinl mace az Ch ol for n
fersioe,™  This being Intima fom, he came ia Londan, and

wing in i
iy t3 by feucling ia £

tina from poing abeoad. E gences of the

fervice 1 did not thimk m ta sccede to his elaia, be retwmed to
a lerter to me one or two da

reedived the oot to go e abich oed

welfer. beale, where he bed ledged

Wb thmace farwanded Lo hi el &
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Kent, be was incapable of reeeiving any * promation” from
the Army Medical Board, had they been difpoled to employ
it in purehaf ki ; r tw Dr. Jackfon, ax
feems to be invi i

is marcover to

fofora co
fo that ne

thole
have done,

Clinion of toe 254 of Ju

to the Comam

ket eakeen credi @
lie fome sblervatioss of the

s offies

declaring thag the wef of bis ealumrins, if nsa

By chis past of che repict of
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and extra allowances to the » on which we were t-'||-i::3.
unon to decide, and, thercfore, could only reafew & priord
u.mn the probakle confequences of fuch reduftions, as upon

; frac? queltion. Under thefe circumitances we felt
it to be our duty to feek information conce:
the cfefs which had been already of
thefe alterations, when carried by Dr. Jack
and experiment ; and we could anly

r he being th

contrary to Dr.
pot exilk in the €
va &ice

I had
| of St. Greo

e [urgeon at
n this time {as

Surgeons Hall for a full

the paval fervice.  In Dee

furgeon to the Advenure

Captain Cook in his fecond voyage of difcovery.  Afier rc-
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urning from that voyage in 1774, he ferved in
teates and fhips of : was then ap,
furgeon to an b 2[5, im Wl bhe conti
t peace of 1783 § d in the exercile of his
npton, executing other dutics belides ac dif-
cs, as that of furgeon to the Catherine yacht for
years, and to the Buckingham prifen fhip for five.
d varied fervices, and of
d that the Medical
Hoard mi|
Wormat 2 £ e
only CE he effells o ' X w dict table,
s and report.

profeflional e
fer, and then phy n's
r a regular eourfe of
d obiained the depres
Mr. Bell,
General,

young man
r¢ proapricty,
“ that Dir. Mari-

flion an

be placed.”” Such were. the

Phyfician Generzl elf and were b
atking, informati jal Board eye
time would probably find |

whom we could have ohs

and fo much probat
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pable of affefing the charadter or interclt of a

never to be fought from an inferier officer, is to admit that
which would neceffarily obflrut and render abortive almoit
every military enquiry ; and more efpecially one relpofting
the conduft of the chief oficer of a military hofpital, in re-
gard to his management of it.  And if there cver were cafes
in which it would be deemed right and proper to recur to in-
ferior officers for information concerning their fuperior, the
prefent muft have been one: of thofe cales ; for the inform
fought, fuppefing it to prove unfaveurable to Dir. Jackfon's
diet table, {which might not be the cafe,) wou

him criminal 3

his aleerations were found to be hurtful, th

ultimately contribute to fave the lives of many

ty’s fubjedts.  The calls of humanicy

regard for the publ { i

the Phyfician Gener

formation in our

refifbed fuch cal

fon, who had been for months

authority of the Army Medica

mander fn Chief, we

cufable negiect of duty ;

proper to over

bend and firetch

fible, for the purpol

difiegarded them ; and even to invoke on his ace

fure from the Commander in Chief wpon the Phylician Ges
neral and myfelf. In regard to the hievous cffells'”
wiich the Special Board were pleale ent 25 necelfi-
rily arifing from our appli ns, time has proved them to b
whelly chimerical ; and tho p ed that our patro-
page would be exerted 1o reward the communications made
to ut relpefting Dr. Jacklon, have found themfelves com-
pletely in errer ; no one of thofe by whom fuch commuris

1t fate

T'his comimunication

In that w
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Iy within 1l

sard **

urin in malitary rank was

e time in which he did duty the
slic q

| Board, it may be

rity was lefs indecd ;

o

or recollelt the queftions on
ich I firmly
of di

tained oppomuni

or any other ca
. and our 2

hyfician G
ral; or bath, according o the
febves inveltigate the

have been | entisely ¢ objecls on w
rexquired o report an opinion, &c.  Chur ap
* Major.General Hewent;in hin battor to che Speelsl Boucd, nl % hll-".'-"'g = ICI’"EJT R
tBan, fayw, ** wthe Medizal Board alooe, 1 © £y bl AAPsBlng hi they. bad St
Geéneral and myfelf of one mildemea
charge us with a focond,

smflifity for whaseven they ate of adw be ae-
1F this bé tres, wad it not highly Suf¥ Fated that
Tnfarmatio whezerer it 6o be abisined ¥ A AR hat. oox app

Andrews and Dr. Morilon, related to the effells of |

Ha
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Chaef and Secretary at War a mative and

for diredling an inveftigation to be made on

by the Phyfician G or by other p

moft requiring inveltigation was ® the m

the fick at the depdt hoipital, and this belonged to the P
cian General ; but he (as has been alrcady ffated) did S
confider himielfa zed by i ; Rrevic i cgciog
Iflc of Wight for that purpe : b ety 4 ¢ e !r.” -
dered to do fo by the Commander in Chief ; and ther :
abundant reafon for him in the prefent cafe to aft

treme delicacy and ca

approved of Dr. Jackfon's appointment, and the latter b
taken great paing, and wit yme fuecels, ( pgh wil

the leaft fruth, ) 1o make ved that the

ral was i ! and wwjeg? towards him

could not be prudent in the former offici

undertake an inveftigation on a fubjedt fo «

blifhed as that of mal-praftice.

priety of Dr. Jackf various methods of depletion mu
as applied to any indivi d upon his particular ftate
i regard 1o difeals, 2 ion, degree of fhrength, fic.
at the very 11 | 1 this could
ounly be by pe

of af d ther

could be properly decide

to the future, it mult have been highly improbable that Dr.
Jackion would continue to employ the fame violent and ex-
treme methods of treating the fick, when under the ol

tion of one whom he conlidered, or pretended to confider, as
hoftile to him.—And, as @ geseral gugfion, the Phyfician

, to proceed o the

) o direlt
i i

i hefgind buts few mssahs bafure, snd: made

refpefing Dr. Jackin's profiiee w I then thowght neceilisy, o

it Sy me fur thit particulss parpafe did net focm fikely to produwee 2oy

materisl bes and ## 1 had travelled more than 860 miles is making fimis

Tar lulpefibons the preceding 6 or 7 months, it will not be thought

that I Seald have omined to wifit thar kofipiesl agying if 1 had concebved Iz tg
b oy duryy




{ 104

though appointed principally for this very purpodi, had des
clared in their firft beter to
knew of no way to do this but by the ftra
mentioned, (a d ion which
a part of their 5 ) and whoin £
hrowing the fn i
igation " on b

vifit from the Phyfician and 3 General we
remove all doubt on the i can eXCite N0 Wi

our o |

upon us by this
unrealor
e Special Boa
Te will be remembered th

¢ been [ubordi hto the |

eon (General, under whofe or =
had all previoufly fer they could therefore have no right
to cenfure the condudl of their fuperiors, without fpecial au-
tharity from the Commandef in Chief or Secretary at War ;
and by a referepce to the letter containing the appointment
and inftruions of the members of the Special Board, it will
be readily peiceived that no authosity nor grefence for any
animadverfions from them upon the condu® of the [ hiylician
General and myfelf could be derived from i, They wers
requised to proceed to the Iflc of Wight, and there * diligents

tunately was
even fulpedh
gur conduél.




am led in the order of events to notice the conlequences of
and I enter upon this part of my undertaki .
loftance, becauft it compels me to intrad

s, of whom it is i

I 2k Jeferenice and

fpeét.  Bul | clp faiing, (as both the

Spec

Port, w

of January 18c2, ok
nefs the Co
who 35

partly, 1 prefume, from
W ¥

members of the Board
cal fubjesls, w

ly, if ever, fuif

and fo well difgui

port in queftion. Tt may indeed |

s Ro

ous, have cenfured the

i us that which is

goourfelves. ‘There
the letters of the 5

o me

5 4re rare-

nted to detect errors (o plaufible,

as the

s and danger-
mylelf, without
ice, an opportunity of

, moreover, direS and pofitiv
seretary 2t Woar, of the error
sth the Commander in Chief

of the Reporr, and
Phyfician General and mylelf,

Mr. Yorcke, in his letter to us of the 16th January {inclofing

the original Report for our in

Royal Highnefs conceives the unanimous opinion of ths

ation, ) declares, that “ Hig

Baard to b

e

D, Jack

£

our reprele

oled 1o have ref

we b
we had d

ve conv

1 3 confiderat

fick,

points from our own per
already prow

ad the oppon
livered, that v

cannat help

not been

were fuppole

and inveftigations,
had afcertaingd mof

Special Board
obiervati "

in truth, they




revious to our be

uriicated to ek

vined p




nuary; proved greater dor

been previoufly ; and hy

tion concerning the flate of th

becomes manifelt; for i

deaths which had confeffedly become una
treatment, he attempied to throw them i
the phyficians, and o perfusde Command
that they had been produced ifference betwe
metheds of treatment and his own; o 5 fubjodt he
to Colonel Brownrigg as follows, *

(under the ans), 1

e matter under view in

Sair par, iv pavadel! Here I can only fe

of terms, p 8 Ehar fdelicacy and unwil
el 1o make o al which 1 fo
ive for delive
v the Army Phyhcians, inftead

r has own care, (as was

fair parallel in fome re

amd auihentic

in the depde

both days inclufiv i

days of their admiffions, and of

it appears that only fowr were adm e "

took charge of the fick, and conlequently thele were the
ones for whom they can be fuppofed properdy

all the others having been under the eare of Dr. Jackfon,
fomne of them o far back as the month of Augult; and a
Ereat proportion of them had difeales of long ftandi

panied with fuch extreme debility as to

defperate for a confiderable time: and, of

o
of the 1t of |
the fick had b

others were

Thence to
weeks ; but in
of A |

whodicd
the fame it
naary, and of

e of
fince

prieiully, to his
a relaple.. By

how greatly D, Jackiz

the depet holpital on the 1t of January,

maolk,
jusnce af

Percsive
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o complet
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education + h
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it that ¢ th.

d with the cloal eoarfs of
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g1

aof the la

ve been more

back at once to the y
fi ah

by an epi

erent both §

the 1le of Wighe ; 1

11 how much g

Dr. jackfo
at the depds as g . M 1 The Special Board
however - compari y have obrained & pretexe

either the propriety
ry methods
g the fick.
The morwality of 1794 &t Chatham, being thu
e, he with his uf
® This w
Wight, fee th Fuver, w
thaed as batag epedemical 15 Chattum 2 379

1y )




kit * (hould be e

take the f i p think i

tended " Lhave
my wilh that the
this predicti inftead of cor
degree, with the conti

Atp. 7i-the Special Boa
mionexpreled in any of their




regard to that conclufion, it was u
whole bufinefs was more completely ex f
have been if the Army Medical Board had i
ticipated in the nomination or appoi
Board.—And o
any other way b
introducing it into th
&e.” the Spe

tion,”"
the Special Board n
to extend their )
cian and Surge
not have forgotien
judge, but fh
gourted 2 COME
to condemnn.
muit have been
and noforoes
turzl juftice. Mot co

efling it

O this fub

al Board to ** that rufe of
Judge Blackftone terms it, which was
Seneca.”

P fafuit alig
g ficet fotuerity bawd eguns fi

“ A rule (fays the learned judge) to which all muncipal laws,
that are founded on the principles of juftice, have ftri&ly
conformed ; the Roman law requiting a citatien at

and our comman Jaw never fuffering any fadd, either civil o

crimigal, to be tried has
ance by the party conce

by attrib
they w
party accu
fician Gepe

UL decifers o1 @

the I’hy-
wrane but
d; or in-




were commanded.”

b {tra-

ds of

maiter




they to keep Dr. Jackfo
the moment of their
tion (whillt more
affiftance,)

evening “ for th

S ?

They nexe sfert, that it was

Medical Board to pr i te have b

TEpont, a5 having been “
Jacklon was allowed 1o ex
adding, that * the r
obvious toevery reader

the Special Board would
caule of our dif

report, fugh
At p. =5,
them for not ¢

prepared to g
that which

( W23

wl at fecond h General H

what he had pever pol
[pedtion at Chatham.
mpis to exculpate th
5 Itisw
femtatrens, and we
. ey, the mifrep:
, and the irklome tafk of unr
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them,) in my Appendix No. 8. by joi he name of Dir.
Maclaurin with the names of Dr. Morifon and

drews, and reprelent cial Board as hay

the Phyfician Gen:

tion from Aim, as well as

miftake I mult refer to my

Bir Fobict- Elayess ju-w

copy of the report of the 5

the account which |

he latter only co
J Dir. Mor
from this part, relatin
reful
&c. I barely extrafled tf
names 3 and when L afterwa
& that th = of Dir. |

after the Special Board
Why they ch

18 that

zlted on the fubjelt of Dir. Jackl
{5 i

and a willingne
feiting, as they did, the only
ing our applications ta A
However this may be, the mill

teons which

i I leaye for

FOE&"




the preceding
and e

Coamm

Arthe 3
Dire. Jackion's e
flores for 2oo fick Cove of Cork. 555, and of the
impoffibility at ¢ : of | W barrel of rice

in the city of Cork, to dew
pending I
fpot, a8 he bad r
him by his ow
to gratily his ma
tempred to throw
the following letter w
“ SIR,

“ As you hi
that might eccur to me on peruli
& Lewer to the Commiilio
in my name is me
with your requatk,

ud the charge of inconfiftency made by you

‘o ey
againft Dr. Jackion, he fays, iti 4 no inconfi
reality, and in explaining it, it is probable T (1
greund which the Surgeon General would not with to be
touched.” If this * ground™ has reference o my appoint=-
ment, I conceive you can feel but |
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fon's meduion of it; as, if your with had
the time, I fhould noc gone to Uy

Il recalledd,
erals (Mi. Guoning)

unufial ficknels, and fultained g

% there were no hefpitals on Spike [

flores had yet arrived in the m

£0 o Jackfon means that there were no
regiment; ; i iftaken. [ bel
CYLTY .

ver, abolilthed, as I have alw
3 and a general hof
| collier brigs at firft, and 2
ather vellcls, being apy
and the medi F
board of t

another, al
bread were, indeed, fupplied on my reg

s of the

the Sur#c-on Gene i iy i and it 15 oom-

menly known t Jics | anis of bolpis

tals.” I have before fi indetied to Mr. (Gun-
r pu and [ admit that

the purw aply the w of hof-

pitals ; how far I was th

* Dr. Jackfon
am ready to acknowle ood di
defire to do his duty ; Very young, totally unice




( 130 ) :

quainted with military fervice, and he certzinly had much tn
doto provide what wasreguired for the ule of the fick." For thig
teftimony of a zealous inclination to do my Eluq. 1 am thank
ful to Dr. Jackfon ; it was all that I could evirce & for L reas
dily admit that 1 was young, though not m:a:]y unac=
quainted with military fervice,” having already been met
wwo years in the fervice; and I cerinly had m

do in the charge of allotment and diftribution of

wants ;
that Dir. Jackion I"h I e forg
ed me to Cove about the 18th or 20

ell in the articles ol
es, as of deet

Mr. Seares, the gentleman to
fifted by a wine merchant of C
purchales, asit w;srm'n.ivud
upon in tha
CENL. Comm

(EEmEnt;

1en his

L []r- _!., 1ys, his aceount Ity of procur-
ing hofpital flores *
Surgeon Ger L ard of
any great difficulty, though the articles of rice, barley, &c.
may have been, and I believe, were very dear at that time in
Cork.

% Dr. Jackfon continues ® but ar an after period, when the
fick were greatly more numerous than they were on the 11th
‘November, and morcover when they were difpoded in vari-

was true at the b e wrote to the

wus places in urgent neceflity from increafing numbers, I re.
colledt no complaint of wan d heard of ne dificulty when
the weather permitted boats to jpafs to and from the fhips in
barbour, or to the different places where the fick were ac-
commodated on fhare,” adding “ the caufe of this change
I aferibe ta the a&tivity of Mr. Munroy 2 faff furgeon, who,
with the appi bation of the General commanding, was or-
dered to af it fuch time as the expedition
fhould its i n, where the commiffioned pur-
wveyor was; the fiep taken on this occafion was not regular §
but it appeared to me to be necelfary the good of the fer=
vice; it provoked ftrong ex I-j;\'r from the Sur-
geon General, 15 0 defire equeft General
Whyte to remar \I.mm ti h |iu5uc.u:'s duty, and
keave purveyi g to l| commillioned purvey tas |
held mylelf re ible that there (h be no difficulty
or embarraliment in fuppl yJ g k with what was re-
quired for their ules, 1 fbe he General's ¢

Jn continuin es in the line of purveyor,
till the exp n are ived at Barbadoes, where | was relicved
from the refjor ¥ by the prefence of Mr, Woeir,"

“To the ; grity of Mr. Munre, I cordially
fublcribe, though T ne
pointed pu its of Cork had had fufc
ficient time 1o o5 from Bri |h| and u-'-er |1 laces ;
and Mr. Seares at Cork had

ion 1
pointed, M.

ity of his being ap-

place entirely from that confiders
* The laft part of Dr. Jackion's it
to motice is the following : *“ Such is the fa & ; if1 I,*-::h from
wrong information on 4'1'; 1ith of November, that
tion was desived thraugh Deputy Purveyor Keay
K =
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Dr. Jackfon thould have fpeken or wiitten officially on the
11th of November from any information which he h:l'd. not
afce ed to be correit, [ do not enquire, but 1 do pol tively
deny that any information was derived through me, fm’m
which he (hould have (o fpoken or written ; and therefore I fay
that_fich i mat the fadds Dr. Jackfon has attempted to throw
this imputation an me, by wholly finking the cirruml".fr.c.u
of Mr. Seases having been placed by his own orders at Corke
(where he remained at, and long after, imie . joned
and of my being then, and long afierwards, ftat

board of 2p hofpital thi 3 i w._'|.‘

fime to quit it for an hour g fent .:u- me
regularly from Cork by eritor, Deputy Purveyor acares,
who had procured and forwasded to me whatever Wik TE=
quired at Cowe, diftant, [ iih or fourteen E
lilh miles from Cork.

& Thus circum{tanced, I cou
ledge of it I

and it is 1

g to the
relufance that 1 have thus contrad
fon (from w d
and | have only done itto v

v afperfion. 1 am, &e-

m

pri
¢ hefpital (tor Cork were fuch as not to furnifh
for adopting Dr. Jackfon's plan of making aif
purchales on the fpot.  OF this be feems to have been fen
in the month of y 1798, when the army was inda
expeftation of failing, a3 appears by a leteer in which he then

]

(

wWrote to me thus viz. ® The zecounts of the purveyi
department will run highs but it muft be confidered that
every article has been provided for at lealt 1000 fick, in a
place where every lpecics

Dr. Jackion continues
my publication as follows, viz. * Bue, as the
ral does not think it pro

it will not be fo ealy for him to explain why he refuls
purchale, or allow purchafes of ftores ak a
fpot, when be has proaf that they are as b
and of equal good quality as thofe furnifhe
London. This queftior | adt your notics
25 Commi 1= portant to the public
that it be fatisfach : . When the army dey
was removed o “hatham to the [le-of Wight in the ¥
1801, Mr. Ke
draw from the at G atever was wanted

ofp I found it more convenient to get v

| at Mewport, and

adopred

quently took mea

by laying the con competition. The Surgeon
G cared o be highly

h gpparent exultatio
on ko the * req
" with earneft;

¢ to the order
nee;, a5 he Bad been ip

feveral other inftances. The ground on w be relies 1o
juftify his difobedience, is one which might foon introduce the
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molt ferious diferders and evils in the public expenditure, if it
were allowed and adopted at difcfetion. He * found it mare
cewvenient to buy what was wanted at Wewport; and after
making a comparifon of prices, ke did find that it was
more expendive.” . Dt Jackfon is not ¢ incipal me

dical officer who has prefeered i Fes on
the fpot to receiving (upplies of them from the de but

of comparifons fo inftituted may occafional
oftenfible rather than real * ¢

prineipal medical offic [ the putveying de
ment, and the tradelms yed by them to fupply hofpi-
tal fhores ; and icions have been fully confirmed by
the fraudalent praftice
perfon whom Dr. Jackfon fels®ed to aft as deputy purveye
immediately under himfelf, at Parkhurft hofpital.
n could have had no
at, after * making
{ mef fied that it was mere expena
Jfive 3" becaufe the prices paid by government for the articles
allsded to had never b u to him by m
was, perhaps, the only p = vetent o furnith th
nor probably by athers, and i erefore, "mofk likely that
he had no accurate data for ene e of the comparifon he
pretends to have made; and becaufe the correiinefs ot his
data for the sther fide thereof feems to be not lefs quettion.
able, although thele lalk are, or ought to be, contained in ks
§ OWR ACCOWUN Tz iz well known to be the praflice at every
ary genera] hofpital, (unkfs fpecial dircétions have been
given to the contrary, Which has Eldom occurred,) that all
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Dr. Jackfon next {tates, that, * as fbon as he lef
- thve oy of fupply e holpital was change

s were fent from Gofport or from London; ar

the dealers at Newpare, viz Mr. Steane, mad
. nbers of the Army Med
he Seerctary at War, of fuc
in his ¢
v Th

chafing a guwantity of London port
thofe articles of merchandizs at a
be pa d from London 3™ and tha
the advantag pplying thefe a

5 1, incom
the ifland, bear a libesal i}
I prefume, withowt wi
the advaneages arifi
Steane annexed a sent Wi
London market at that time, ar b prete
poreer, b ed, that he wou defiver
Be. per hihd, for carriage, and from the f
lix Calvert and Co., quality the Game.”
referred to Me. Kni
L, on the 1ft of Augut, wrote to B
who had fupplicd the dept
Allan and Smyth, who ba

rtand Co,

with porter, and o Meffrs
d it with wine and fpinits,

ng ta them Mr. Steane’s prices,
know how they could account for th
prices and their cwn. On the day
anfwer fram Meflrs. Calvert and Co. infor
: St

them th

their trade,

o deveral
Mr. Steane
by the honeft p
regard - 1o Meflrs. Cal
from Mefi

emed b
R p
incur ® a great lofs, or
ation of the articles ; and [ a
» b i ed with

mot lefs wl

to be of |

at War would be pleaied to
by the fame perdf a5 ki
with them, o to my fa
concerned. " ?
the Secretary at War
might be enabled to el 1y
price than the regular trad

N )
it cou!

¥ Thee M
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tention to encourage fuch breaches of the laws for the fake of
a falie ceconomy i nor would he defire that the fick in bolpis
tals thould be provided with articles of an inferior quality, or
Wsan the: fair trader thould fultain any real lofs in his dealings
with Government; and, perhaps upon thefe conliderations,
he judged it expedient to diredt that the hofpitals fhould cons
tinue to be fupplied with wine, (irits and porter as before.
That this decifion of the Secretary at War was influenced
by my reprefentations is what I do n
but if it was fo influenced, I have
for adhering to the opinion I had formed on the {
1 have uriformly found on trial, at v i

; [pital, that Mr. St

quality to thole fupp
and have morcover difcovered, that the |
Deputy Purveyor, while Mr. Steane furnill al
with thofe i the fum of

good. at the time he was remeved from that employment.

Having given thede ¢ ne 1 the tenders of
Mr. Steane, I fhal join I kfon's eu w on
the rejection o Wit i o milrepre-
fene faéts for th

of Mr. e, It f fufficiently for
itfelf, and, as it appears that twenty-fi cent. on articl
of [pirits, tenon w nd " 2
freight, wharfage
been faved by < 5
that b n S ary at War (T believe Mr.
Bragge) thould not have attended to it fo/as to give it effedt.
The fubjeét was, I belicve, con
neral {tated that the perfons, who had fupplied the
¢ mentioned articles, had done it to his
fatisfaction ; and refore boped that they would be per-
mitted 1o continue to do fo. This was the purport of his
5

{iicxas )

recommendation, and the effe@ proves that the Secretary at
‘War acquiefted init.. Whether there may be fome who
think that the ftisfzfion of the Surgeon General on this
head was purchafed at too great expence, 1 do not take upon
mylelf to determine ; the tranfadlion, I may however fay, has
a ftrange appearance,—not confonant with the cbvious rule
of econamy.

In a recent publication, entithed * A Letter to Mr. Keate,
Surgean General,” and which in malignity greatly furpafles
all Dr. Jackfon's former libels, he has introduced the fubjedt
of aletter written to the Army Medical Board, in December
r§en, by Mr. Stratford, now furgeon to the firt regiment of
Surry militia, (of which I publithed an extrad in my Appen=
dix, No. 8,) and made it the foundation and topic of the moft
wirabent feur yo He has alio, in addition o his own de-

d to precure evidence from fevéral of the me-

he were on duty with himat Chatham, to e
i ! tons ; and in order to compel
e, he has ffated to them

or the evidence wpom sath of any perion who
{ Jackfon) at Chatham hofpital 3 a fate-
ment which mufl, L think, have been unwarranted, there
being, 25 L am informed, no suthority (however exalted) in
i ividuals to give evi-
manner.  Bur not=
withftanding this improper u mme of His Royal
Highnefs, Dr. Jackion found himfelf unable to pro
tradiftion ir. 8 " er from any of the po
wham 3 3 ng Mr. Graham, whe, &
{ r 3 e favours,
feems, in gi and an
i o Dr, Jackion,
h are at varianee
with the teflimeony of ficers employed at
the depés holpital, very with th o admiffions
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the Ifie of

an unprece Extral from a Pr puan-book of
marked 5. Auguik 13, 8ot
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tV. 5. F axx.

has reduced
MmENL.

We thought
before you, to fend o

monthly
p Holpital the Ifle of Wi

reign Mi
& Com

af Odicher
mortality in 2 e, under ¢
e, Upon the whole, it will appear that e, admitted,
rufm_:ur!(.myi ! a Medic. ur Mahoney.
not be rcl:du(:l:d : admiteed, &
humbly fubmit, that it will be ne.
a5 for general hofpi

Medic. ut Mahane

! inted regul
in the Ie of Wight. We have, &e.
B (Signed L. Perys.
T, Etave, Extrafk from a Prefcription-book, marked 5o - Augult 5, 1801.
Foba Tl ted. Fe
V. 5. 7 xxv.
Baln. tepid & frigid-
H. emetic.
* O the evening of the Gmz diy (ryth Aug) the followig addiioadd
e boske

The Secretary at War.

remedles were crdered fo

Calom. & P, Jacok. 55 gr. vi
T To all el prefcriptions the leteers V. S, Bgnify Vena Seliosy
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W, Tuwrner, 86th- admitted.
VLB xi
Natr. Vitr. § ifs
F¥m. Cameron admitted.  Eryfipelatous.
V. 8 av.
Natr. Vitr. 3 ij.
Baln.
Velpere.
V. 5. ¥ xv.
P. Dover, 8j.
Deunis Carmgan admitted. Fever,

Vedpere.

Calom. et

Nitr. gr.
ek Sraith ad

admitted.
V. 5. § xxv.

Pulv. Jacob. gr.vj. cmn. 3tia hor.
tede  Preumonia.
V. 5. F xxv.
Baln. n
Emp. E;
H. Pur
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Hin. Merris admitied. Fever.
V.5 % mx.
Brln. tepid & frigid
Hauft. emetic,

ne Book: Aoguft 19th ( 18a1).

ed. Fever.

Yulv. Ant.gr. vi. apad horam quig-
mitted, Fever,
&%
Baln. tepid & f
Hauit emenic.




I4g )

V.5 3 aww, y depdt,” in w
tepid & fri
el gr. x» Pulv. Jacob. gr. v. & rep. poft
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y and unbe

n. 3 ifs.
Magn. Ventricu.
Enema Purgans.
Baln. te

g XV,
. tepid & frigs

2. Opii Camph. 5 J.

Camph. gr. v. Opii
Pulv. Jacc A

ral to Hiz Majefty’s forces, hawing
ain allegations con-

the watics of o ral, with a
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Dr. Jacklon®s ftatement, that [ faw ne  fick perfons undse
his treatment,™ is falfe. I, in frequentinftances, aw patients
previous to their being placed in the wards, but fublequent
to his having prefcribed for them y I have been in his wards
feveral times, have feen him examine the fick, and prelcribe for
them, efpecially a (hort time after my arrival at Chatham bar«
racks; his recolleftion too fails him, in that he ocealionally
preferibed for fome patients placed afterwards under my care,
previous to my feeing them ; that I remonfbrated againft fuch
conduft, declining to take charge of them, unlefs the treat-
ment remained with me from the firft admifion, particularly
as | difapproved his medical prafhice : my remonfirance was
complied with.

1 did fee *“ men ill of fevers bled freely,"” much too freely
1 thought then, and {ll think, (it was a prewty regular rou-
tine, even in fevers of debility.) 1 fiw too, * men appa-
rently met il of fevers, bled freely,” bled to fainting, lyin
upon the furgery Hoor, in a manner equally indecent and
alarming ; this not an accidental circumftance, buta moft
frequent occurrence. I did fee Dir. Jackion's prefe
fent to the furgery ; in them bleeding is direéled, withour
quantity of blood 1o be taken fpecificd, but, of courfe, keft to
the difcretion of any hefpital mate, who hap i
readingi to operate, and who had net then d e
previoudly had, an epportunity of ak ning with sccuracy
the difeafe.

You muft remark the flight, evafive {tile, in which Dr.
TJackfon names his pradtice of bathing, * every man who
came into the hofpital was walhed clean,” (fuch alfo
own uniform praflice ; fuch is the general praflice in army
hofpitals, the direflion of the Army Medical Roard, i
the diftate of commen fenle, a8 tending to prevent or Fo-
move difeate.)  Many were immerfed in a warm bath, fom
were wathed with cold water, others had buckets of cold
water poured vpon their heads
many were kept in hot water for no fm
three at once in the fme bath, covered witha blanket
accefs to air was precluded, and then inftantly immezfed ino
a cold bath ; this oo, not only at the commencement,
at the advanced fages of difeaf, and repeated : this fiar

3
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recorded in the prefeription books, if they have been properly
kept, and is well known to moft of the medical gentlemen of
the holpital ; a praflice widely unlike the very ::nlhi; repre-
fentation given of |
Let not this be co 1 with the affufion of o
of even the wathing the entire furface of the body, efpe
i fomne febrile difeales, cold water.
ck purges were in ufe moft liberally, with large re-
lifters, and emetics, and to this praflice was in ger
ed 2 too low diet, a meagre plan; of t
powers I entertain no dou
I remonibrated w

ed to the /
1 ys, that T *
to exprels my of

climate, age. fex

me on my guard.
Jackion has not
N |
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g 2lf talike en=
t of my awendance while
‘|
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leave to refign, before any opinion is given by them on the
fubjedts  Information having been fent by the Commander
in Chief, and tie War (ffice, that a malignant fever had
carried off feveral of the recruits at Chatham hofpital, with
otders that fome fteps to get afliftance to that hofpital (hiowl
be taken immediately, the Board referred the bufi
the Infpector of Regimental Infirmaries, whale
quires him to direlt what atendance fhould be
different hofpitals. The Tnfpedtor of courle 3
phylician of the diftid to go to Chatham, and rer ain there
till the difeafe was fubdued. This paffed regularly through
the office of the. Comman v Chief, and the phylfic
went ; but, inftead of rem g there to atend the fick, re-
turned (o tewn, m 0 I t report-
edto the Commander in Chicfy and the War ifice, as if
he had been fent to infpeét the hofpital for future improve-
ment.
The Infpeftor applied to I, Honter for his report of the
fick, and the flate of dpital- & report was refufed,
and his autheri J

“hele are th i are come to the knowbedge ot
of the Army Medical Boa
£ roved from sepeated precedents

cr in Chief, th

to him from every garrifon hofpital.  Dr. Bo who is
now at Plymouth in atterdance on a fimilar fever in the 4oth
regiment, has made a regular and fatsfaltory report to the
Tnfpeélor of the fick under his care, and remains with them
to give all the medical affiftar d.

The Board humbly conceive, thiat the fervice would fuffer
materially, ifthe office of Tnfpeftor did not give him con-
troul over the whal
be refponfible for vdudt of the hol
fpedbor attempt to interfere with the praftice of any phyfcian
in any hofpital, he would g xceed the limits of his of-
fice, but in the ¢ eafe it it pot pretended that he has
done any thing 0 to requelt the ufual report.
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However unpleafant it muft be for the Army Medical
Board to give any opinion on fuch a fubjedt, yet as itis
brought before themy their duty requires them o declare,
that 25 Dir. Hunter refufes to acknowledge himfelf hound ::;
pay any attention to the office of Infpefior, an office ap-
pointed by Majefty for the exprefs purpofe of regula ;
the condult of the Holpitals and Re al Inh
there feems now to be no alternative but for the propofed res
Fgnation to be accepted. i

THE END,
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and to the fincere refped for you all which it is vy
with to manifeft on every oc

You have indesd candidly ted i 87, of your
Report, that ** the fu uiry was mew fo
every member of the 4 oo 3
miich to be regrenied in my
that notwithftanding your * anxicty to be rightly
informed, you may |
mation on fome p
fequently |
have been fo mifled,
judgments, will 1
greater extent than you
have been oF dofe, if with
fought information. %
thole who wore moll al
it impartially. You would then
meénced your examinations with ug
advantige of ro fmall imposiance, in
infricate and complicated as thg
about to undertake. But unfortus \
it expedient to prepare yourfelves by read
of the publica of a writer
propenfity to  innovatir
as well as for eccentric and peculiar opinions, and who
from the courfe and events of his life, muft
adopted lafting prejudices on feveral of the topics to
which that enquiry was diredled.

When men read, and only read the books of omr
author, and that on fuh;c-;tn. of which they are unin-
formed, he mult indeed be much lefs expert than
Dr, Jackion if he does not perfusde them to adopt
mofkt of his opinions.; and a perufal of the publica-
tions to which you have repeatedly and candidly

in vour infor-

referred ® wi i i
report which has appeared
m me, muft hav

of Dir. Jacklon's |

ht have b ob 1
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and purfuits to whi y have been mioft hab
and. from a Eind of [=1h lity, to gi
preference over others, of the

they are ignorant. This obf ion will often
to men the molt liberally & nd theref
lzalt liable to become

educated at that colleg
refpect, I mult acknowle
manifefled fome indulg
for he does not require t
educated exaftly whe
with litle

, 't in the
regiment. Bt
1y ficians we fh
all enter the ar
before he had ate;
becn able to leap of arm) 3 n, ashe
endeavoured i i probably,
Fail-
ing, however, in 4 wards
inted fu

mates, an he: &

praftical knowledp y

fication of 1Bog. p. viii); that the office of regimen-
tal furgeon is © the only i where a corredt
knowledge of the phyfician’s an be tired 3
(i, p. 1g), and ** that the moft ufcful army phyficians

are tobe found in
of faff furgeons, ¥
i . e. after bein

preter
in the

who 1 i y v and who eon-

fequ . d i mental hofpitals,

can never properly lc wn "l'\':—tl_. P and 23
Yet het | parts of the

culiar to military he
thole among the latter, w

d unreafon

aman could never |

d a thip of thel
vioufly failed in a frigatc. T
hofpitals 3 lyonal
medical officers of
therefore much o 3
in much lefs time, than in the reg
manifelt abfurdity to fu
vil life, with cheir fu ents, and their
kabits of acquiring knowledge, cannat become malfters




of every thing pecoliar 1o military hodpitais,
greater Racility than hofpital mates.
fon bhas admitted (tfo3, p. 33)
knowledge of the military difcipl
pials, the ° profeflional fludics” of a medical m
ive him great advantages overother men 5 for he has
been Jed in his refearches, to trace to their
the pewers of adtion in man, both in body 2
that he aequires a facility of ar
fy flematically mate i
nal circumilances,
ane,'
Another of Dr. Jackfon's pretences i
no difference ** berween the mili
military furgeon ;" (1805, p- 2
i whale, conned
of its parts T
of the art, 2 a fc ieuoc.' (1803, p. g4 -\n .||'clt
which is left not only without any fupport from h
but which s obvioufly ¢ z _' realon, by ex-
E!(‘{i:'ﬂ:t and by anale
it is even contradifled by what he had Em.
in his work of 1803, p. 29, wh
civil life a divifion or part
phyficians, furgeons, and apoth
be wlelul." He might alfo have
well known, thiat in confideration of the limited powers
» it has been found advantageous 1o
ge fome men to
devate their attention and faculiies almoit exclufively
to the difeales of the eyes, other men 1o thofe of the
ears, &e. and vthers again to the praftice of midwifery.
The more ancien: Egypiians are faid to have had ]nr.
ticular phyficians for eack feparate difeals ; and |

not imvprobable that in a great mettopoliz, where con-
fiderable numbers of medical men i
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T treatment,
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but to the other’s profe
a convidtion of ihis imperie
and has fince upbeld for ages the 4l in que
divifion which has been f; the experience
and approbation of every «i I pation in Europe,
and refpected even by the moft furiows inwswators of the
French revolution ; who, when they had sve
ihe thrane and the altar, and abolithed the mol
tablithments of

both in military and
tween phy
fieiams at
French armicr® But you, gentlemen,
by a wery litele v upon a queflion w

thought yourfelves
competent to de it v the refl of
mankind ; and have w = a complete
abolition of all diftinétion between phyfic and furgery,
fo far at' lealt as regards the Britith army, and to re-
commend with a view 10 their snlire coclyfen, that ws
more army phyficians fhould be appeinted ; and this
recommendation you have endeavoured to fupport
by milreprelentations, innocently made, I am per-

* Thez Fire
for s phyli
wha wasat the
were feveral
Larrey bei

M. Boudet,
About the f
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fuaded, and » any fufpicion of their being fuch.
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] 'S
mi finformati may be fou feveral |
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g
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phyficians from civil life, inflead of promoting regi-

at office—one inftance of this will
be fufficient, and it oc your fecond ex:
of Dr. Borland (p. 160), where your
ftated in thefe words, viz.  did it appear to you, that
the regimental furgeons, who ha
the creation of the meo ;
Jucceedd s the medic
unequal to the cure of
Borland’s anfwer to this
another place. The queftion
to fthow the error which accompanied yo
tories, and which was by them probably communicated
to fome of the witneffes, It remains, however, for me
to convinee you of this error, and I Mhall have no dif-
ficulty in doing it. The hafe indced with which I
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one they hiad been all educated reg

ing the American war, no Britith froops were

red on the continent of E

The firit

mofl confiderable hofpital flaff, was ¢ formed in

1776 for the army under (
imMNew York and Penf
Morris, a fellow of
had been taken an
from civil life, was the ¢

fician, and alfo in

I
him were Dr. now Sir Char

Mervin Nooth : both of

To thefe were afterwards add

Howe, twoother phy fici

who were, | believe, alfo taker
Anaother holpir

for she army under General |

Quebee ; and it was forme
Dr. Knox an aemy phyfic
officer ; and the faff fur

al, new Lord Howe,
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mediately
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Under
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Iy by General
Bruce

army and chat under General Howe were ailii,

if not folely taken, like the phiy
In the year 25780, an army p

ans, From civil |

being wanted

for the hofpitals ac Jamaica, the government was then

fo little difpofed to leok for fuch

n officer among the

segimental furgeons, tharthe college of pt

requelted to nominate a gentleman for that duty, and

upon their recommendation Dr, John Humer was

appointed, and is known to have dif harged the fune.

tions of his appointment with the greateit iliry.
After the peace of r783, no phyfician to the army
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that * army

which happen in civil life.” He choofes, i

that *“the afpesd of them, is o more
feeming to demand more lz and
the appl ot of the
this fuppsfed differenc
any thing ca»
Dr. Jack
ence, the fat 1 ve in are
ploying well-ed whofe expericnee nions by v
enlightened and afifted by ic principles, w
enable them much better to detedt any thing
or inftreftive in th 7 of thele difeales,
furgeons could do e feience; however expe-
rienced,
Another of your gros [ 5 is that
which you have expreffed in various parts of your re-
port by the words “ army medical pradfice” In your
two frlk qucltions to the phyfician-general (Sir L.
Pepys) you afk wl
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it was alfo found fient to accept without any
r like an all who prefented them-
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this, Teppofing it to be
fer that the former ar

heare ill of fever in

Ipital is

is

them into th

is danger of 1

their deaths may not happen in th

ment, and the refponfib

folely tothe officers of the hof

mentions (1805, p.61)

general holpitals to the | of remoy

ing from under his care perion fons as feem

in his opinion likely to cncounter a malady of danger
* By g™ Dr. Jackfon means: 1o fay thay

Sewt Ul & o for wihen fim re always
receiped, ]

er diff 3 n (ke abferve
to get rid of trooble ; and the r
men's lives bears hard on confeiences of m
particularly the unexperienced ; b (he continues)
irnot unnatural to fuppofle, and the prag fuppafi-
tion is clear and of freguent oce : at if relief from
fuch a load of ¢
gemeral bofpital it will be often refarted teo.”
If the morality in ritith army in 1794 and
s great to the e pretenderd, flill it aught
rizels to be aferibed,as by your Report it feems
is alone of t ral hofpital fyf-
» whohas fketched the
medical
the whole of the Briti
period of the war”’ (1803 p. 11
chiefly caufed by the conta
brought with them to the ¢
| i the al modt

dure, efpecially during their lang retreat through the
Mertherlands and the Dutch provinces, tended to pro-
pagate the cont ¥
cumftances the moft dilaftro
could mot but parrake of the common difire(s: and
though charged with pro were fometi
able to fupply their wret ients with

¢ necellarics. !
Jackion of that at Dorum, near
he happened to be fiationed, and this drawn when the
retreat had ceafed, when the fick had ac | h found a
refting plave, and when circumflances began in to
Imile. ** The barns and houles of this village, were
a5 good as could be expedted ; clean firaw and good

D




prowifiins were fupplied abandanes ; but tle ardis
naty clothing of the foldiers was bad, and be
aliogethir wanting. With difficolty fifty bladkeis alk ol f I
were procured ; thefe afforded only an imperfelt reliet defacts | Had' the
to two hundred and tiwenty men; the half of whom at 3
Teaft wére covered with rags; incrafied with dir, and
oternun with vermine; emaciated to the lait digree of
emaciation by dylemery, ather by fever in dyfenteri
form ; the degree of we: in many was edird
fome werefpeechlefsand i le, others delirious
the mifeiy was gre mid the mizans of reticf were §
ory and Cure of Fever, p. 23]

Whiatcver regret we muft feel for the i
Which the fick were reduced in t unf s can r i |.. -4

it eannot be pretended nor belisved thae hofjics confequ [ the taken |:rn-.zt. the 1
Tike that at Diorom are the fore of & hnents whi Hentd A ol Dofoiral
the perieril hofpitil fyflem was ever gneed 1o form ; s plkeedy
and [ fubmit vo yoor candour whether thole receptaches

v hich and mi were formuitontly fo
can be adduced with propriety as obe

Tyfiern 1 if they can; w less aftive
that fyHem was inits in v The occafion of the
MEr imper- care of the regiment
capable of belhg Jecklon; it was ordere
fo, and thae i g k = pedther in 1704, when the Br
= y N i = . L et
creafed nor extend hele are fuft Holland, that i
h Before you | themielves of their fick b
it wol i | hofpitals prevides ¥
tnl I you to i l:lsbs ¥ 1 i} am o
: k ! b . p. 57.) It muf k u
have examiod £ efent ' perfons as o T r«n]d::ﬂ . ey § i Comma
h ¥ g W i 1 : jel F-15 il i
11“: defi i t Ay item st the IP!rJI'-H inchicf ; (e objedt of it fufficiently mani
¥e 5 Fou nd reafon 1o belicve r great ansiety of His Royal Highne!s for o
that the latier were greatly ! laisced by ihe the fick and J
Fortier, to have called together (what per haips has fié-
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to prefume that this was the belt difpofition of the
fick which could have been made at that time, and
that itcould never have been intended to fligmarize
the regimental forgeons as not being ** equal to their
duties.” I may obferve, however, by the way, that
fince you deemed it neceflfary to have proofs of the
competency of the gentlemen who held the office of
regimental furgeon in that expedition, thofe officers
have reafon te lxment that you did not procure fuch

proofs fram perfons really entitled to judge of th
competency.  Dir. Borland, who alone is called upon
by you to exercife the funfilon of cenfor, was at that
a furgeon’s mate, or an hofpital mate, and
certainly therefore incapable of forming an exaft efii-
mate of the profeflional atainments of his fuperiors in
years, experience, and rank, Mor will they, perhaps,
isfaction at Dr. Borland’s enco-
did not appear unequal to the care
ick, as far as he could judge,” (Rep. p. 16i0.)
alloyed as it is by the contradifion contained in his
anlwer to your #th queftion (Rep. p. 159.) where,
b afked * what his opinion was of the competency
of furgeons of the line ingeneral 1 he replied thar, “‘he
thinks they are much improved of late, but fill capable of
Jurther improvement.” As to the difguftand inaflivity
produced in regimental furgeons by removing their fick
to place them in the general hofpitals under the care
of regular phyficians, T moft admir the exiftence of the
fad, fince Dirs. Borland and M*Gregor have afferted
it; but furcly no one of thefe captions gentlemen
could ever have feen the time when army phyficians
and faff furgeons had mot been appointed immediately
from civil life, (as [ have already thown) nor the time
when general hofpitals had not been eltablithed, and

the fick ordered to be conveyed &

circumitances as thole fared; !

mwriedi Was made no

of which they could comp!

priety.  That many of the re

ever;polficiled fuch

arder which made the beft provi

circumitances permitted that they were jealous becaule
their patiénts were to receive profeffional atte

aceommedation and comforts luperior to thofe w
the regimental hofpitals could have furnithed, and tha

they became .':_."; affentrve to

r their care when they were allowed

he performance of their duty, are cf
am very unwilling to believe, and which thefe gentle-
men will probably not thank Drs. Borland and
M'Gregor for havi ade, though for the feudabie
purpof®t of throwing difcredit on army-phyficians and
on general hofpitals,

The third allegation is that of *‘the fu

gimental over general hofpitals in refpect of the treat-
ment of the fick.” p. 22. of Repore. To thofc who
know that the medical officers in general hofpitals, to
whom the treatment of the fick and wounded is con-
fided, have been promoted to their ftations on account
of their fuperior profelfional knowledge, it will appear
no fmall ablurdity to fuppale, that the patients in thele
hofpitals are treated by them with fgfr fkill than they
would have been in the hofpitals of their feveral re~
giments, and under the care of their refpect

portion of profeffional kno
however, ferioufly advanced by Dr. M Gregor,
his authority as ferioufly belicved by you; thoug




bebly, a founda X elicf had previoufly been
laid by Dr. Jackion, who has afferted [ |1'_
thar * the averageti I for the cure of :
fes in regimental hofpitals, ‘where the furgeon is
Iy inflrodted in his nnot be fuppoled toex.
ht, while fearcely a man remms from
Is in lefs than fix wecks, few in léfs
Here | [hali enly remark that
0 Cquivo: P
diifafe™
really m
a levers, d mmations of the I
can be cured ered fit
! v te, under any pradlic
advantages whate : D, Jackfon and
regimental fur 15 to whom he alludes, can of
much more than js kn
ot than any honefi phy

eomplith.  But Dr. M'Gr
ticed this great fupe

pi pr e

and in the Well Indies ; and

ties for obferving it mudl | ?

the regiment ‘to which he was lfurgeon,
itis expedicnr thae I fhould req

what |

ver amo

happened, a8 D, Jackis
&c. p.o2t) in rthet wegiment (the BSith)
other, the Soth. ; and sifs o explain by wi
fingularity of eaufes * feknefy raged with violence
and devafalion in the [fame) Bk ;
the time it remained in Jerfey
fent to the contine: !

n by

s in Flanders thould have

regiment during
! ) previous todts belng
tin 1504, 25 l)r.Ja.;!:[un alfo flaees

greatelt mortality from fe. .

was then po g

Dr. MiGregor § opporiunity
difplaying in bis e i ed Tuperio
in the regimental practice, 3 triumphan

esin the Welt 1
thae 1

p. 185, of Report,
p ferved witht
an opporty rof
f taking care of
the fick ally, i i of ling them to ge-
neral f i

many
the retarn of
cre ordered to ge-
ortality was very confis
eening the true import of this
fiibly arife ; you
e properly u E d it to mean
that, whilli Br. M“CGrep g Grenada, the
maortality under the reg was trifling,
but that when the fick were fent to th ral hofpi-
1ale, the mortality becar Ty o
other words, that Dr gor, from |
Jr'.-mm';.,rr_ had been able .L:n-_r ainm ¢
frmilar eirewmPances, "and Seiely fr
of treatmenty a much greater morgality had occurred
it Grenada in the gemeral than in the regrmental
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bofpitals ; and you may prabably
by the tefir ¥ of Dr. M:Gregor himfelf {given on
al_'-n-lh:rql on, when he had no parti ilar purpofe in
Yiew to bias his teflimony), that there was in reality
M0 room or foundation for any fuck comparifon as is
here fared and that, if there had been any, it could

nat have fallen under De, M!Gregor's ehlervation,
as you have naturally bee

be furprized to'learn

T dad i ren
In ke vear aBoy, [
¥olum
Expe i
\;F rom Printed John
Murra From th
por Lr. MGregor's. e,
made part of the army e
of S-II R. ph Abercrombic in the conquoeft of S, L
dunng the month af A 1766, was fene with others
ﬂlk'a-th the beginning of June ta Grenada,whereit artiv-
=d in two or three days, and was empl
i 2 L}
duction of that ifland. Accord;

r publithed a fimall
f‘ under the title of “ Me ical Sketches of the

BBt regimen: «
ol Grenada Sar ithres b
(1. . until the m

they rema,

ar

2 the eafe with the
It was
e’y and to R,
ation with the 68th repiment and th

: i giment and the
genenal hofpitals, where the yellow fever

manths prevailed, th
l'ﬂ.r]?-*-. 7 Secp 237, Maw itis well known thar, the
;ﬂrr:a:.wm" or eaffern parts of the iflands jq the Weit
a:,rrf. are generally the moff heaithy, and Dr. M'Gre-
BOry inthe work before us, naturally and jyfily afcribed

| for many
d other
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the abfence of difeale among the regiments before
mentioned filely to the ftance of their having
been furioned i

manifeftly had not, w

idea of aferibing it to 5

the regimenial over the

ther had he then the fr

the fublequent mortality arofe from any fuch difference.
He was,and perhaps now is,a beli in the contagion of
the yellow fever, and it is to that o : he inthis
work intended o impute the char . He
is far from alluding in any way whatev hing
unfavourahle in the treatment of the fick in the general
holpitals at Girenada: on the contrary, he fays, the mor=
tality refuleed, not from Ircatment, but from a % cemmu-
micalion with the 68th Rep.” (which is totally difliné®
from treatment) *“ and the general byfpitals,” cither of
which caufes, on the fuppofition of contagion, might
prove equally deftrudtive. Thofehowever who do not
believe inthe contagious quality of theyellow fever, nor
in the alledged mifchievous effedls of general hofpitals,
will readily account for the increafed runiber of deaths
among the regiments in queftion after their return to
5t. Georpe's and Richmond Hill in the month of Sep-
temiber, by recolledling that thofe places are furrounded
by anabundance of local caules of difeafe, fuch as are
found to produce the yellow fever in all hot climates at

* certain feafons of the year ; that thefe regiments arrived

atthofe places from more healthy flations in Septem.
ber, (commanly one of the moft fickly months of the
year] and alfo that this was one of the years in which
the yellow fever prevailed moft fatally in Grenada,
occafioning the deaths of thole who were attacked by
it, whether they were in one kind of hofpital or in




another, or in no f a much for this
partof Dr. M'Gregor's telimony ; of the other part,

which regard of his opport es. for p
itates 1o have
mudt leave
legm to me s
of his Medical Sket
1796, a detachment of
barked ax Gr i
Jamd, " and
He adds ¢ w, b
farly careful not o take auy
flightelt appearance of ilir
2zl we failed from (e
oz, and e appearsth
England. Now as he has
of which hciwas the {urgeon
“cantinued protty healthy at G
@fier their are berey” and that “ embarked for
Ingland ** wrich e more then half of that time.
I cannot help fecling a confiderable degree of cu )
o know by what lupernatural means bic ** had,” {as he
fimes] # in the year 1796, anopportunity of i
thecomparative advantage of takin

See Repont p. 185, and how he was able to know, from
perfomal shferaustion, that, upon “the refurn of th
toqianiers,” when be mu have been  far ¢
age £z Eurape, ** the fick were ordered to be (e
neral diofpatals, and then the mortality wat very con-
fiderable indeed,” id. p. 185,

Bur you: have not relied folely on Dr. M‘Gregor's
evidence refpefiing the montality occafioned by general
hofpitals i ahe Welt Endies ;. for though your fecond

id the mode of .'r';-ni-'-p;l

pitals in preference tothat of

e Weft Indies,” Repore, p. thio,
and general affertion withowt

re been well di

oppode it by add i

I am perfuaded w = difficult. Dr. Borland,
however, proceeds immediately afier to fiate that ¢
fuperiority in the régimental mode of treatment *° was
particularly = in the Ruofl

barked on its return to Ruffia, numbered 13000 firong
not 100 fick.” Here it fortunately ha, -}
that Dr. Borand has told us the time when, and the
places where 1t wonderful proof of the peculiar ad-
vaniages aitending regimental hofpitals occurred, and
I thall meet this affertion with as much readineds as |
thould have done ng to the Weit Indies, had
¢ given me
Mo ane alledts the difmal accounts of the ftate
of the Ruffia my at the clofe of the unfortunate
campaipn in 1799 and of the great 5 of fick and
wounded who were thrown into the hofpitals at the
Helder, can hear and believe from Dr. Borland that
they arrived at Guernfey and Jerfey [t of camtas

#ian," and “in fix months afterwards had not 1o fick™
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or lame, and that this magical refloration of health
and of limbs wasall produced by *

ing the fick in the r gimenal holp

ing the moft glowing fatisfadlion ar, and convidtion of,
its inhnite preference over that of the gensral hofpitals.
But the light of sruth will foon d

pleafing illufion ; and if you, gentlemen, thall be ple
ed to make praper enquiries cox

in queftion, you will difcover that,

troops were embarking ar the H

was taken to feparzte every

fent to 15 b, where, with the excep
tion of one tranfport whicl ied her fick to Goiport,
they were lanc of more than 200
moft troly ** full of contagion ;** and were wards
there recend and trearcd in the general, not regime
hafpirals.

Thefe hofpitals were under the direflion of Dr,
Scott, whofe great ability and indefatigable attentions
the Ruffian army will long rememberand reftify ; and
though neither this gentleman nor the Raff phyficizns
or furgeons employed on that duty pretend, or are be-
lieved by me, to have performed any miracles, fuch as
thele effefted at Guernfey and Jerfey by the rogimental
treatment, yet they were able tv cure a very confidera-
ble portion of thefe men, who,when really curedand fie
for duty, were fentoff in bodies of 150 or 200, by di
ferent veflels, to join their own corps in thofe iflands.
And I have reafon to know that the fimefs of the men
to be fent thither for offeiive fervice was fo ferupulouf-
Iy attended to at Yarmouth, that none of them whe
who were maimed or difeafed, fo as to be incapable of

[ 4 1]

n their comrades,
but were at pr i back Iy th
Rufl i facts thar all

ateft number

Much, i

deed, was {; me; but 1 pl )
felf 1o you t I havefeen a letter from

Dir. Benc =) ian general or phyf

i h from Jerfey, in which he
flates that he had jult ¢ 1 after ng the fick in
Guernley —=that * * more noife was made there with
2o fick, than at Yarmouth with 2o00;" and, fo far
from perceiving thofe fngular advantages which are
faid to have been wrought by the mode of treating the
fick regimentally, he complains much of the mife.
pns provided for them, and he com-
hat t ** the treatment of the fick had
been wholly abandoned to the Ruffian furgeon®s mates,
who had not the leaft knowledge of internal difeafes,”
‘Whether the Rullian army was indebred for the re-
covery of its fick and for its healthy fiate on leaving
Guernfey and Jerfey to the wretchednefs of their habi-

I of

o0 malades, qu’

imirgiens Ruffes, qui
'
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tations and to the ignorance of t furgeon's mates,

tothe ackn
dubmir to g
Alter

the prefent i
home (except
hiMr. Kn

poliibie," pLrpof y

¥y 3

great authori
(Bt is prefinmed,
ration and {u £

eral of anny hofpitals, one
st now at laft ficknefs could
degree amo. g our treops at h
rarely boaft of his triumphs, ef]
forrmed by the infpeétor. peneral
his particular duties,” (p. 112 of your Ke
examines the weekly returns i
mental furg: » Lrom whence
of their pra
affiflant, Dr.
dudis the correlf
dical peaftice.””

dgei

read fo

rity of the re

o you fon

1 was
the fub=
t month

s letter Mr. Knigl ned for anfwer thit ™ i
f, ot to allow
* Motfa

was bepond bi

-

tinfied w

war, appealing to his fi

and requefling that Mr. Kn
grant my apg

with, probabl

bt the lecter of ¢

that i B depend-d s
miffion 1 d

need
at war,pla

ecTelary af
thori

was not complied

of ¢ d him to refule it. Perhaps you

will think that the caules of a mert
fram five to fix

i thie rate of




Aland alone fuwbich my plrgfician iz nat pern
make ingnir ! : deflerving of youratt
The fourth obj d againft the general
on' the co “ that many foldiers,
em with flight ailments,
* The truth of this
5 but the fame has
and if the faé
weight
5, becaufe, by

great numbers
to which they
muft stherwife afed,  The exifience of conta.
gious diforders, however, is not nece flarily connedted
any hodpitals, bot is an ace tal calamity tof
Il are sbnoxicus, and which it is, or thould be,
ief medical officer to obviate, It is,
ground of comparifon between the
imental and thofe of general hof-

pitals.

The next allegation: againft general hofpitals to be
noticed is, ** that foldiers rarried very long in them,
and the worlt charaflers in the arny,malingerers®, found

their way into them, guently impsfed upon meais

* The term of
of the Report, viz. ¢
Tometimes found in foldiers, of P
placed on the fick-tift, and of ¢«
recelary."

this,

obwvi

ments to wh
malingerers me
upomn their ows

exiltence of
ry man whe cc

ont at the Guofps

E [:
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meral hofpitals will at lealt give the medical officers
there a good opportunity of detefling the impofition ;
which detetion would be much lefs likely to happen
while the malingerer remained under the furgeon who
had been thus deceived in the firft inftance. After
all, however, this, were it well founded, woold be
but a paltry cbjefion, fince the whole number of
malingerers in the army probably does mot exceed
fifty.

In regard to the great cxpenditure and wafte of
every kind, which in this and other parts of your Re-
port are afcribed to general hofpitals on the authority
of Dr. Jackfon's publications, and on the tefli mony of
Drs. Borland and M‘Gregor, it may be proper to
oblerve that accurate ealenlations of the numbers of
medical officers, and of the quantitics of hofpital flores,
which may be fufficient, and smly fuffieient, for the wanes
of armies, efpecially when on foreign fervice, and in
unwholefome climates, always have been, and always
mult be, found not only difficult, but im ey to be
made. During one half of the year an ; in the
Weft Indics and in other hot eountries, may remain
healthy ; yet before the other half is expired, it may
have |-<>ﬂ more than half of its ori ginal number by fick-
nefs. Even Dr, Jackfon, who !umhnm:s altows fo
much truth to efeape from his pen as will fuffice, if
well employed, tw correft his mnﬁcpml’mmmm (as
nature is faid to produce amidotes in the neighbour-
hood of poifons,) tells us, p. vi. 1803, * that there are
inftances where the fick 1ift in armies amounts to me
third of their total force; others where it does not
exceed one fiftieth, or even ewe hundeedth part:” and

3gain at p. 19, 1805, he fays * rus rhird; of anarmy

this (he adds) i+ #f even ra It muft therefore be
always impoflible to forefee with any exaflngs the me-
dical wants of an army, fo as to adapt the hofpital-
ftaff and the hofpital.dlores to its future exigencies,
notwithftanding the parade with which Dr. Jackfon
pretends Lo ¢ lefiance of commen fenfe, and of
the fafts admitted by himfelf. Ewven if every difeafe
could be ke n, and alfe the number of the patients
who are to be attacked by it, diffculties would remain
on account of the metheds of treatment, which differ
according to t ions and modes of reafon=
inga medical officers, and render it impoffible to
forelee any exadtnels what medicines would be
ed, and in what proportions they would be
eed cannot be done, even by a country
apothecary in Englane
ever carcfully
of fome particular articles, while others will remain
almoft untow for years,

It being then abfolutely impoffible, when armies
are fent on diftant expeditions to unwholefome climates,
1o forefee the extent of ficknefs which may pre
the quantities and particalsr forts of hofpit
which may be required, true wildom will diredt us to
provide for the u { rather incur a fuperfluity of
expence, than expole foldiers, cv s of whem 'f“”
probably have cofl tf ion more .ll.lcr.‘_|‘¢’1!l2i;,
to perilh by a deficiency of medical and b pital aids.
Ta dofs would be not onl'\ the moft abominable in-
humanity, but the worll [P\.\\Li - 1y, much
worfe indeed than manifelt prodigality. 1 there-
fore relinguith all attempts at l-uanL able exaétnels
and gver-nice parfimonious caleulation in maters whiere

Ea
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fornetimes die in foreign parts inthe crurfe of one year ;
error may occafion fo much mifchief, Even Dr.
Jacklon readily admits (though you are perhaps tired
of being comeSled, as well as mifled by him,)p. xi.
180z, ** Thar if tholz comforts and refrefhments
which maoney commands, be found to contribute to
fave the lievs of foldiers, or materially acoelerate reco.
very, there is ns @cswamy fn limiting qu 2 He
fays alfo, *° the medical care of fick foldiers is one of
the molt important concerns of an army ¢ it claims a
place of high confideration among the means provided
in war, for independently of the kindneffes of huma-
nity and of the gratitude due to thofe who rifk health
and life in defence of their con
OF greater foving of public mom proy -
expenfive medical treatment fir fiuk foldicrs, than in
fupplying the deficiencies which arife from difeafes con.
tracted in fervice, by afrefl levy of recr
of the people, or at a foreign market {e obfer-
vations are equally applicable to thar alledged excels
or fuperfluity of hofpital. faff officers, upon which Dr,
Jackfon has expatiated moft cxtravagantly and unjufily;
and by fo doing, has,as ufual, drawn you into 4 Inla'}'-
rinth of error, 1t would be a wale of time and Jabour
were L to follow him flep by fiep
his mifreprefents 53 let it fuffice for me to do it ref-
pedting that particular inflance which he appears tohave
felefted, and to place his chief dependance upon, forin-
culpating the condudl of his majeity’s former Minifers
;m:i of the army medical board; I mean the bolpiral-flaff
afligned to Sir Ralph Abercrombic in 1795, Itiswell
known that the mortality from the yel

: low fever, was
then, and had been for fome time, fogreatin the Weft

Wi order to detail

e
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Indies, thit the 20,000 men plac ter his command
for that expedition, were gencrally con

ty deftined to certain death;

lamentable fate § and as me :
expofed to mortality from ficknefs than other parts of
the army, L

g thret
were appointed to that

ie, after his arrival in the Weft _[n i

mber of t1, as Dr. Jackfon

, 6 apothee
a a5 my obfervation
of information could enable me to j there was no
want of fufficient occupation for the whole number,
] L i .’-'.3 f-J.'I"'. {_ I}'
ficians had many more patients allorted to them
Id properly artend, for though the num-

Tirthe time extremely THETOUS

phiyfic died i iy vths after the
army had arcived in the Weft Indies, and four others,
of which it was my fortune to be one, were rendered
for a time incapable of d cre attacks of the
yellow fever; one only « o become
feafoned to the climate by

Welt Indies. It is true that, before the end of the
year 1997, fo great a part of the army was dead
and the furvivors were fo faraceuflomed to the ¢
mate, that the commander in chief on that flation
and Mr. Young, then infpefior-genaral of II.‘"(I."'RIF'.
at length confenred to allow a part of the medical fraff
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toreturn to England ; a favour which had il then
been refuled to myfelfand others, though folicited on
account of bad health;  becaufe the wants of the army
required the fervicesof all the furviving me:
cers, and by referring to the evidence of Mr. Young;,
(p- 186 of your Repart) whom you deferibe as
tleman of almodt « serfal cxpersenge in the medical fer-
vice of the army,' it will be
thinking there was any excefs or fuper
and Dr. Jackfon fuppofe, in the hofy
der confideration. For being quedi
this fubjed, hefays that alarger [ ;
Wett Indies than in E rope for obvious reafons,
then adds, that in the inftance of Sir . Abercrom.
bic's expedition he found it neceffary to apply foran ad-
ditional number of mates. But that * in othe reipedts
the medical ftaff of that expedition wwas fisficient,” (only
Suiffcient) ¢ aceording ta the beft of his recolled
and yet, regardlefs of the obvious inforence of rbis refi-
many, you cite with approbation the firange and unwar-
rantable affertion of Dr. Jackfon, p. 75, 1803, that two
thirds of this and the 5t. Domingo “me Naff
were idle or bue half emplayed : that when the hof
pital Raff afled, the regimental faff did litde or no-
thing ; when the regimental faff did its duty, the hol-
pital ftaff had only to amufe igfeif, or purfue its private
occupations.”

As livde will any part of Mr. Young's teflimo-
Ny Warrant of countenance your praferipion of ge-
neral hofpitals ; the utmoft which was flated by him
on thattpoint, being only an admiffion that, if there
were ' ene well-qualified furgeon’ (a great defiderstum
undoubtedly) * and two affiftants, auached to each re-

giment on foreign fervice, it would cc::ﬁde’rab'ly‘ fafe
the general hofpital department bl degartment
which I believe no manin t

pean nation acquainted with military € abroad
on any extended feale, excepting Dirs. ].u'l:rnn. Bor-
land, and M‘Gre ever believed that it could be
: T hat abufes may

Euro-

expedicnt or prafticable to abolifh )
have crept into ity -as they have ancﬂnu::_ do.‘lc.

every er human inftitution, and that &t ml:.q.

be fufeeptible of confiderable l'rr:{l'ft-ruuu.'l:[._[u ill rea=
dily admit: but I eannot admit that it will I_'\-'G‘.l be
pr\'-]"'n to difeontinue general hofpitals, or ¢ven o LG:‘—
duft them on that reduced feale of officers and fervants
which you and Dr. Jackfon recommend. .“'2 ]‘-'“llll'-
foems alfured M. Pitt, *¢ ina letter left at his houfe in
Downing ftreet, that s thirds of the peans Fn:\rlu_ricfi
for the ufes of the army employed on foreign 1:5;.1&,
efpecially during the courfe of the late war, was (were)

pofitively fuperfluus, a5 exceeding the juft wants of

hawever, yd
to the pre
word * eal
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the oteafion.'" But Mr. Pitt, accuffomed to the vifion.
ary projedts and pretenfions of fpeculative reformers,
* did not deign,” as Dr. Jackion tells us, " to acknow-
ledge the letter, cven by ane of his u der fecrearies 3
and therefore not obeaining any credit or benefit in
that quarter, Dr. Jackfon refolved to publifh his pro-
iond, whic! m to have been as un-
fuecefaful with: every bo Iy elfe, as with Mr. Pire |
gentieman
hands : and the fi
every ane of you, they obtaine
your minds, and I’ have been
what [ {1 4 mever have the
had not you, by

one

into yous

that | may noe feem toem
out proofs; ler us p
Jackfon reprefents the h
Ralph Aberero
IJ-»mingo, a5 @

far fi

and & mare for every |
pital aff, he

care of the w!

tually fick at ome it

firll place,he

at dne time, (h

extravagantly fuppol

vifit eight hundred patier

fhall give over to cach furgeon and each apothecar

large a number as 6oa, to be m sged by them cxely.

fively : for in rezard to ke holpital-mates, they would

all find fufficient occupation in preparing the medi-
nes preferibed even for o, inflead of 150, pati

hours
utés more

thinks % woul i . - { a bard fa of
To pe i v fuppole thae

either re or truth in fuch reprefer

ol like running with him a race of folly
which does not terminate at what has been juft ftated 5
for according to that ccconomical ellimate
Dr. Jackion e avoured to recomr
Mr. Pin, fix phyficians sy we lotted to the
ftaff of an army of 99,000 men, with fix furgeons and

v-fix mates, So that fi

tions, that onc army fhould be fick atome
ume, and fuppo every medical man to preferve
both his life and Ith, fome fpecial interpofition
of providence, thefe fix pk ans would probably have
the daily care of at leail ty-two thouland - patients,
for it is not likely that the furgical cafes would exeeed
1000 ; excepting only fo far as they might relieve
themfelves by turning a part of the fick over to the fix




furgeens, and to the regimental To thow
that Mr. Pitt judged properly in n{\g]cﬁhrg fuch cal-
culations it will be fufficient to flate, what I know
from experience ; thac if each phyfician, inflead of
having one or more thoufands of patients requiring his
daily attention, has conffantly under his eare only one
hundred patients, his duty, with the affiflance of two
or three mates to prepare medicines, will

much as he can fairly and honeftly perform

the phyficians on the ftaff of Sir Ralph Abere

in the Welt Indies, were often under the neceffit
performing twice and fometimes thrice as much,  Sq
little truth is there in Dr. Jackfon's affertion ** that
two thirds of that ftaff were idle or but half employed,™
unlefs he means to confound the dead with the “%idl
and the dying with thofc who arc by him rmrc‘cnl:{!
as *¢ amuning themyfelves.”

Afier thefe obfervations in anfwer to your charge
againft general hofpitals, of wafte and profufion, it
cannot be neceffary for me to fay much concerning the
new hofpitals which were intended to have been cfta-
blifthed in 1803 under the apprehenfion of immediate in-
vafion, (fee p. 25:0fRep.) Tt was then believed that the
encmy mﬁghtfudtlcniy |.1n\|, and even reach the metro-
polis, and thereby become mafters of almoft all the
drugs, &c. in the kingdom. To abviate fome of the
evils of this difafter, feveral depdts of arms, military
ftores, medicines, provifions, &c. were made in central
and fnferisr fituations, as well as arrangements for
hofpitals, where, if fuch an event had happened, they
were moft likely to be wanted, The latter were as pro-
per as the former; and it is as unreafonable to complain
of the expence of the one as of the other, MNeither
were brought infe affwal fervice any more than our vo-
lunteers, (who alfo coft large fums), but it would have
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been very unwife to have neglefied fuch precautions,
and means of preferving our exiftence as 3 nation.

As you have thought proper, in order ta fuppe
your c andes mnation of tl.L general hofpital fyitem on

to refer w af cammen o the

sments of |I|<.-I' 1t India e m,nm, and 1o

ly fervingin Egypt,

¢ and proof that "Ih«' Britifh general hofpi-
flablithment is fuperabundant, if not altogether an
unneceffary incumbrance,” (p. 23 of your Report) it
beco ce this part of your Report. If 1
have not been greatly mifinformed, the hofpital con-
cerns of the Eaft India Company abroad are carried on
by what are truly contrafls, or flipulated allowances
at a certain rate per annum for every man in the corps,
granted to the furgeons of different corps in their em.
ployment, as well king's troops as native ; by virtue of
which contrads the furgeons refpefiively engage to pro-
vide for all the medical wants of the foldicrs of their re-
giments, as their maintenance and treatment in hgfpim]_
&, S city”” of account is certainly an advan-
tage that muft refult from an armngement of this na=
ture, becaufe the whole hofpital expenditure of the
army may be readily afcertained by calculating the
ﬁrcr,;:h of the different corps; and this kind of cer-
tainty is perhaps highly prized by the company in their
charatter fi fmp.} of" United merch nts trading to the
Eaft Indizs " but I cannot fo readily perceive tha
there will alfo refult from it what you have term-
ed ** laudable eeconomy.™  IF the contradt be a profita-
ble one to the furgeons, it will be a lofing one to the
company ; and if the bargain be pood for the company,
it will be bad for the furgeons; and in either of thefe
eafes, ane or other of which is likely to exift; there can
be no * laudable ceconomy.” But another and far
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which “ promotion goes by fenior

farily without regarding or rewardi

Whienl refleft, moredver, on the infini = importa
preferving the lives and the healths of the Governor
General, the Commander in chief, and the other dif-
tinguithed civil and military officers who are employed
in the Eait Indies, I cannot believe that » would
be any want of real and ¢ laudable aeconomy™ in pro-
curing the belt profellional abilities for their affiftance.
But perhaps the time is approaching when the Direfiors
of the company thall take a more enlighiened view of
the medieal exigencies of their fervants. .

Afrer thel
ital deparom

their ¢

gotten the difmay
of the Indi

embarra
procuring any of tl
Jonce termed 4

calSketohes

Britifi % general hofpital eltat
which you reprobate on the o
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unneceffary iney mbrance™) of taking the file charge of
the plague patients of the Eaff Trdian army."—1 do not
with to excite painful recolle@ions in the minds of
thofe who ferved with this army, and I therefore ab-
flain from mentioning any more of the occurrences of
that period, of which D, M'Gregor will admit that 1
!‘Iild perfonal kno My only obje in fat-
ing the preceding fadts bas been to remove your crror
as to the * fill competency” of the Indi.;:L medical
eftablithment ** to the ge of their own fick ™

Thar you have beltowed praife on ** the foceels of the
Eaft Indian fyftem of management” when no praife was
due, muft, 1 think, be very evident ; and that your
praife of its ““ laudable ceconomy™ is a gratuitons;
will probably be not lefs apparent. Men of common
minds, before they venture officially to pronounce
one eftablithment to be more asconomircal than ano.
ther, generally cbiain a complete knowledge as w
of the aflual expences, adof the advantages of each ;
and this precaution you have yourfelves th oht :.:
right to adapt ** in purfuing your enquiry into the army
general hofpital fyfem® (at leaft in relation toits ex.
pences) * by an examination and comparifon of the ap-
counts of general and regimental hofpitals :* bue You,
while inveffignting  the comparative merits of |||;
Indian and the Britith medical departmenis in Egypt
have omitted, as jt appears from your R{‘pun.- rul
procure any information whatever of their attual
expenditures refpedtively, and lave at onee de-
cided that the former of thele was moflt * lapda.
bly mconomical” and the latter % an unneceTary
incumbrance,” imaginir:g perhaps that a medical
ellablithment muft needs coft linle or nothing when it
biad the good fortune to be under the direétion of Dr.
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M Gregor, and confequently that in the prefent cale no

for your decifion, Yet, if the report th

rentin pt be true, the extra allowances w
M Gregor retefred a3 head of that department were
ample enough 1o bave paid for the employment of a
phyfician or vvo, of fome Maff furgeons, &c. and thefe
various officers might have rendered fervices not lefs
important and neceffary to the Indian army than Dr.

M*Gregor could render by his fngi

There is one er point in the E ndian medical
cpartment to which I muft thortly advert. Dr. Wil-
partment, ftates in
ge 191 of your Report)
tin that fervice confifts
ons, of furgeons, and
ribing the duties of the
fuperintending fu fays,that * they infpett the
holpitals within i s, and regulate the prac-
tice of the furgeon i furgeons.” That the
nferior medical ofi-
cers fhould be given to competent perfons is undoubt-
edly very proper; but either Dr. Yates has madea
miltake in mentioning that this power exifts in the fu-
perintending Murgeons, or Dr. Yates is Simfelf (if I do
not miftake the perfon, and I have no reafon to fufpeét
that I do)a proof that it is mer exercifed. Thave abock
before me entitled**A View of the Scienceof Lifeon the
Principles of the late celebrated John Brown, M D,
by WilliamY ates and Charles Maclcan, with cafes in il-
luftration fclefted from the records of their pradtice at
the general hofpital at Caleutta,” printed ¢ Philadel-
phia 1597, and in page 58 of this work I find
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draughts of seo_ drops of ladanum® ordered," by
Dr. Yates * to be given every hour,” and, [\',i\ﬂu'r.\
um to be given,”  alfo,

' to Francis Lote, a patient unde

care in that hofpital ; and in e 66 of the

work, “ 20 grains of calomel wi % grains of opium
to be given ever another | t of Dr.
Yates, Jacoh Ma 3 Ak ff fwo ounces

of mer i i 7 surices of oo

You have,
p- 21, that
lag * on
& of its

(0 eX=
b

Having

of the reprefer
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|'5|ir.||, or to let v
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alargeeftablifhment may be earried on at lefs expence of
every kind, and with greater perfetion, when united into
onelyftem, than it could be when lubdivided into fe-
veral fimilar fyflems which fhould all be carried
on infeparate and diftant eftablibments. How futile
the common-place objeftions to general hofpirals are,
fo far as regards the formation of them at home, is
proved by the examples of the greae il hofpi-
tals in this and other large towns. The wants of every
patient in them are fupplied withour wafte, irregula-
rity or profufe expenditure ; but, on the contrary,
with excellent order and frugality. Certainly there is
no advantage poffefled by civil hofpitals which may not
be poffeffed inan equal degree by military ones; and
the latter have advantages befides, which the former
can never enjoy, at lealt in° a fimilar degree, fuch as
the ftrong hand of military power to check, corred,
and punith abufes, and the high incentive of promation
to the faithful dilcharge of duty. Yetit is perpeeually
afferted by certain perfons, and the public are called
upon to believe implicitly, againft experience and com-
mon fenfe, that military general hofpitals, notwith-
Randing all their fuperior advantages over civil, muil
always be attended with grofs® prodigality and mifma-
nagement ; and that there can never be honefty and
ingenuity enough in their fuperior officers to obviate

—

*® &8 The confl ion of wine at the York hofpital in the
year7gg'” has boen ** panticularly poticed" in p. 66, of the
Report, where it is men d that ** 2 pipe of port wine was
expended in tem days, and that the fame rate of confy mp ticn

was continued for fome time."™  The commilfoners however

do netappear 1o have epquired under what circumances thi
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the abufes which depravity or negligence may intro-

cading * objeftions"

to them which you have flated (r. 24). This ob-
ply to thar part of the eftablithment

the inferior officers and the fervants ;

becaule perfons of this defeription muft be employed
for the fervice of the fick, wherever they may be ac-
commuodated, and it iz a part of the axiom above men-
tioned that this fervice ca ned by fewer per-
fons in general than in regimental hofpitals, and it is
therefore only 1o the medical officers required for the
treatment of the fick, that your objeftion can be ap-
plied, In anfwer to it, I may obferve thatif it be
conceded, that in a given number of fick or wotnded,
more lives will be faved and the cures of the rcll will
be more (peedily effected under the treatment of fkil-

d | they would etherwile have difco-
her) in the holpi.
tal goo pat i [
d tevers contrafled duri
n Holland 3 &nd that this o
at the aver i

sners this canfumaption of w
there was no improper ex pendi
for he exprefily fays, p. 3ag, that * henever 3 fulpicion
that any of this e was cxpended otherwile than by the
fick, in the hofpital ' his own returns {|am informed )
fhow that he ordered wine to i patient as largely asany of
the other medical officers on that duty.
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pital department, bu y procured as they hap-
o be wanted, from the regiments on the fame fer-

by an order of the general commanding, it is very
common and s L for the officers w
regiments to fend only {uch of thetr men as are of the

v means, the meni inl Fer-

nkards, and other worthlels

racters, with conf es  infin
) k.—lt is, ] .
n a corpe of F.Iu. fe

that if in truth thele

all the evils,

t ‘I|I|'" wce between o

deas and ¢
o cach

the two lat

readi

tals, nc:ulli had there b
fo, have been foited to recur o anonymeous htarfm




[ 70 ]
or to fuch flatements as thofe which 1 flatter myfelf
have been fufficiently expofed and refuted.

The only parts of your Report now remaining for my
animadverfion are thefe which relate 1o the offices of
infpeclor and deputy infpe@tor of hofpitals.—OF thefe
(parts) the principal occur atp. 16, and 17, and at p-
86. and are as follows, viz. h

* The rank of phyfician, had ie been Founded on the
expericnce of the regimental or Maff furgeon wauld not
probably have rendered thofe promoted to it wholly
unaffifling in operative duties"" (i, c. thofeof the infpee-
tors and deputy infpeflors) * as occurs in the cafe of
phyficians regularly bred to civil pradlice ; and they
might bave afforded affiftance to the extent at lealt in
which it is now afforded by infpur_'tms and daput
fpeflors.” p. 16. You add, p.17, that © the jn.
tention of introducing thefe clafes into the citablifh-
ment was founded probably on the neceflity ths ¢
who had the medical fupcrintendance fhould be ac.
quainted with the medical pradtice and @oonomy of the
army in all their details; and on the propriety of hold-
ing out to the army furgeans, the hope of .L,b[u_in!ﬂ r
that fuperior rank and pay to which their 1ab 3
zards, and experience entitled them_

You properly obferve, P 17 that © it s 3 confe-
quence of the prefent arrangement, thar the Appoint.
ments made on the recommendation of the Jumiar
member of the board fuperfede in rank | thafe
made by the fenior; and that they who in eivil medi-
cal praflice are confidered as of inferior rank o the
phyficians, are fuperior 1o them in the army." ."\rl.
inverfion of order and propriety, for which it feems
youcan find no remedy, but that of proferibing all
phyficians, or at leaft, all but thofe who have pre-
vioufly ferved as regimental furgeons,

hoairs, ha.

You flate, p. 86, that *‘the moft quefiionable part of
the fyfiem of medical promation, refpefts the appoint
ment of infpefors, and deputy infy
pal medical officers, Thofe valuat
appointments are mt poverned by any eftablithed rule.
] ftor-general under whole patronage the two
that he lez:rs: feledts thofe officers from
ental furgeons ; yet, although the pay
of the firft clafs is double that of the phyficians, and
that of the fecond exceeds it by five fhi zs per diem,
no length of fervice is requifite to qualify them for the
intment. At the fame time, thercfore, that the
of thefe ranks and pay tends 1o degrade the rank
an in the army, it cannot be luppoled to have
o ar an inducement {2 gentlonen of ity ds enter
griginally infe the fervice, or to continue in it."—You
add * the only jullifiable ground, to which we have
before alluded, for any of thefe appointments feems to
have been the ";,.r.-'u._g of f.u;u_-,u'e..ﬁ'ug Fhe ,f-[-bf, fanr in
the general luperintendance of the medical concerns of
the army fervice, to which by L
otherwife have been entitled ;  Aecanf, g taken
from civil life, rhey conld net but Bove twanted that
knowledge which ‘was requifite to the camdird? of
tary befpitals, and the management of 4
Some of the obfervations in thefe paff;
proper, There are others, however,
think, of a different defeription, and have
originated in deficient and erroncous information,
That you may become fenfible of this, [ will fhorly
ftate the refults of my reading and enquiries refpetting
the opinions and praflice which have ailed in the
Britilh army in regard to the exercife of thole duties
now committed to the officers, denominated infpedtors

¢ would
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officers employed about an hafpital” containing direc-
tions apparently founded on the ufages which had pre-
vailed when he ferved in Germany and in Great Britain
asan army phyfician,which will be found toconfirm the
accounts | have juft given.

In the fucceeding war the phyficians, wherever they
happened to ferve, were allowed tie fame pre-emi-
nence, though in Egrope there was no Briilh

army
employed,

which required any higher appoin:
than that of an army phy . With this «
ouly Dr. Danald Monro exercifed the funf
fpeior or chief medical officer ar the large encamp-
ment at Coxheath, in 1778 and 177G, as other
phyficians did in encampments at Warley
Winchelter, &c. In Ameriea, however, large armies
were employed, particularly thar under

Lord Howe at Mew York and Phils

Dr. Morris was both or phyfician and ¢

afficer with the title of infpedtor general of hofpitals,
as has been already mentioned, Dr. Knox, another
army phylician, being at the Jome time appointed chief
medical afficer to the army under General Burgoyne
in Canada. ;

tions of in

ments; and all orders from head.quar

ters ou
miediately through this cha

it to time with the fage of

the hofpital, and what is wanted
punctually to obey whatever order
phyficiangeneral.t  1d.

far it; and he ought
s he receives from the

Ceslis-. ]

Dir. Morris returned to England before the end of
the war, and was fucceeded by Dr. Mervin Nooth,
one of the phyficians of ftaff.

Aboue the fame period Dr. Hanter ':lci-'u;lal"l..mniu
as an army phyfician, had the fuperintendance of the
military holfpitals there.

At the beginning of the laft war, in the year 179
two phyficians who had been promoted, one from the
office of Raff furgeon, and the other from that of faff

thecary, were placed at the head of the medical de-
partment of the Britith army on the continent; and they
were afterwards fuperfeded by Dr. Kennedy, an older
army phyfician, who had not ferved in any fubirdinare
fituation, as far at leaft as I have been able to difcover.
About the lame time an expedition was fent to the
Woelt Indies under the late Earl, then Sir Charles,
Grey, and of this Dr. Clifton, an army phyfician, was

hief medical officer.

In 1794, a confiderable body of troops was colle@led
at Southampton under the command of the Earl of
Maira, and Sir J. M. Hayes was appointed chiefl of the
hofpital fiaffof this army under the title of direflor of
hefpitals, a title which'had occafionally been conferred
on army phyficians before, and which had fometimes
been improperly affumed by the purveyor of hofpitals,
as Dr. Monro mentions in the work before cited.

Thus far it appears that phyficians had invariably
been the chiel medical officers.  But foon after this a
remarkable innovation oceurred by the appaintment in
1795, of two old army furgeons to be infpedlors general
in the Weft Indies, viz. Mr. Weir and Mr. Young.
Lt will not I hope be expedted that one in my ftation
fhould be able to explain the motives which oceafion-
ed this exeeption to what had fo long been the rule and

3
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tifed at Coxheath and Warley common, &, in the
years 1778 and 1779, appointed as the chief medical
officer in each of thefe diftrifis which were fufficiently
confiderable for fuch an appointment. That in the
caftern diflriét, under the command of General, naw
Lord Howe, amounted to about 25,000 men, and the
duties of chicf medical officer and infpedtor of regi-
mental hofpitals were affigned to me, and I had rr’ry'
good reafons to Aatter myfelf that thefe dy ies. were
difcharged to the fatisfadion of my fuperiors ; as was
the cafe [am perfuaded with all the other army phy-
ficians fo employed ; of mylelf, however, 1 ?;';qu'l
may be exculcd for faying, that if Mr. ght thould
ever take the trouble of infpecting my letters and re.
turns to the army medical board, he nﬁr. I think, find
l\_r_!hcm that while thus emplayed in the eaflern dif-
trifls 1 introduced or enforeed fuch arrangements in
the eeconomy and d cipline of the I'(‘[:Frn(‘lfl‘l‘s] hofpi-
l[.\]:- a§ very much refemble the bedt of thole now exifi-
ing in this country.

In the following year | 99)] T was fent with the
Britith auxiliary army commanded by general Cuyler
to Lifbon,where [ foon after beca me the ;
the hofpital faff (with extra allow
that capacity) and remained as fuch
Charles Seuart, on being appointed commander in
chief in the Medeterranean, made a particular appli-
cation for my fervices with thofe of fome other army
phyficians, upon the fiaff then forming for him, (which
command afterwards devolved on Sir Ralph Aber.
crombie,) and therchy unintentionally deprived me of
that permanent promotion which I then fully expetted
and which was given to my fucceifor, J 5

I mention thefe circmmitances,

chief officer of
ances for afling in
until the late Sir

not from motives of

[ 59

vanity, but to repel the imputation of incapacity which
has been, I think moft unjufily, thrown upon thearmy
phyficians, in oppofition to the exy nce both of the
former and the prefent times.—For though army fur-
geons had fubfequently to 1795, been allowed to par-
ticipate with the phyficians in the er offices of the
hofpital Raff (and in my opinion properly when ade-
quately qualified) there never had, I believe, exifled
any fulpicion of thatfore of deficiency in the latter
which yo pofie, on the awhority of Dr. Jackfon,
u . Knight' tion to his prefent office.
overy which had efcaped
all former obfervation may certainly be confidersd as
one of the extraord vents of modern times ; con-
fidering that Mr. Knight's great cxperience, fervices,
and hardfhips had all occurred in London and its neigh-
bhourhood, and chiefly, if no in the hofpital of
the ColdAream regin ; fo that the ex-
ercile of his militar s had not probably ever
led hi to a fingle general holpital orto an acquaint-
ance with a fingle army pl ianj—a circumitance
which, however it o difpofe him to think
them both uielefs, could him in perceiving
their feveral defefts.  For thowrh the want of know-
ledge has often been the caufe of erroneous prejudices
and conclufions, it never b I believe, in any other
flance enabled onc to e a difcovery of dif-
ficulty and importance.  Let us, however, if pollible,
recur to pofitive fafts on this fubjedt, and endeavour
to afcertain the duties which properly belong to the
offices of infpeftor and deputy infpedtor of hofpitals,
that we may fee whether there beany of them. which
army phyficians are not in every refpett as well quali-
fied to perform as army furgeons.
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nomy and praftice of civil hofpitals, the few circum-
ftances in which the military differ from thefe would,
ht of ealy acquifition by them, and
mffrafed, that phyfeians have readily
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been educated at Cambridge, and iz a fellow of the
College of Phyficians. OfF the comple fficiency of
this gentleman, the laft army phyfician promot
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army furgeons ; and the other
bnd precured fome law® or ¢ gul
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It was not with the view and expettation of fuch
treatment that army phy ns have been indisced to
enter the fervice ; my own expe@ations at leaft, and
thole of the other phy s who ferved with me on
the flaff of Sir R. Abercombie in 1795, were very dif-
ferent ;- we w ed well apprized of our danger
in that expedition ; the rarity with which men newly
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that to prafit duly by thefe a great expenditare of time
and of money will be neceffary 3 and that men who
have incurred that expence will rarcly, if ever, con-
defeend to become hofpital mates ;—becaufe having
chofen the profeffion of phyfic with different views,
nothing but difappointment and diftrels can be ex-
pefled to reconcile them to a flation fo wnequal to
the hahits, profpeds and connegtions with which they
will lkave been familianized at u rlities and in othes
partsof civil life. To expedd, therefore, that men who
never intended 1o beeome furgeons, and who have for
that reafon gone through a more tedious and expenfive
courfe of education, will, after all this, accept the ap-
pointment of hofpital mate or affiftant regimental fur-
geon, is ce ipetl the greateft of improbabili-
ties 3 and if it thoul ce eftablifhed th: 1 meds

cal men whoare to be employed i army muft enter
it in that way, no men intending io do fo will expend

d the principles by which a pl
ought to regulate his p rmy does

i

ti

cafter be found in the army, and tha
officers and foldicrs, when fick, will become fubjeét o
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jncompetency for the difcharge of their duties, in the
direétion of military hofpitals, and in the care of the fick
foldiers; and having alfo, as I hope, fatisfadlorily proved
that they are pre.eminently qualified for the higheft
medical offices in the army, and that by former ufage
they were entitled to expet and did expeét future pro-
motion to thefe offices according to their refpeélive
merits, there can, I prefume, remain no doubt of the
wrong which they have fuftained by the prepofie-
rous clevation of fo many perfons who b

dinate to them, -and who were greatly their inferiors
in liberal and feientific amainments: and I will
therefore only notice g part of your Re-
yport on this fubjedt ; | mean that ar page 86 which is as
follows, viz. ** witheut intending, therefore, to impute
any want of knowledge, afiduit

ence, to the gentlemen who

ficians in the army (for we

lieverthem to be eminently defe

all thefe refpedls) we canmet Bul th

thearmy medical fyflem fon'd be differentl
Under this impreffion, we fuggelt the propriely

f experi-

puty infpefior fhould be the only intervening rank be-
tween the three imfpeders of hofpitals, whom we have
recommended as part of the office eftablithment, and
the furgesns 1o the forces; and thae the rank of deputy
infpefior thould be a promotion from the rank of flaff
furgeon.” .

The firange difcordance between the firfk and latter
parts of this quetation, will I think, shvioufly prefent
itfelf to every reader. That you fhould declare your

i that thofe who now hold the rank of army phy-

r er who
want the aidof a furg ¢ may be
want that of the f
all s cal me
uleful and effary for armics
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toconfider them as perfons devoted to
whom he may exped in a feir years to rife and ¢

ferings, by terminating ilitary & If

thele were your motives, I muft, for myfelf at leaft,

gratefully acknowledge your ki dnefs, fince inmy opi
the meafure you




12 ]

prefent fituation.. 1 cannat help thinking,
that with a very moderate exertion of your inventive
powers, much better o ht have been difcovered
both for relieving. the pl and benefiting the
public fervice, by reftoris p their former rights
and pre-eminence, and devifing other fuitable expes

dients to ¢ncourage and reward army furgeon
Nothing but the diff ¥ gues by
the duties affigned to, th ces; and
dvocate,

ely fube
fuperiars, and to the gricy
ady mentioned, and have moreover paticntly feen
the pay of every other medical and military officer in-
erealed while their own, though greatly inadequate to
their decent fupport, rémsins as it was fixed probably a
eentury ago, when money was of threg times its pre=
fent value. It isthercfore anly at the laft -extromity,
when they are in danger of being condemned &
that I venture.to appear in their defence, with an ine,
quality of talents, for which the goodnels of our cauls
ean alons compenfate, and with a very deficient allow.
ance of time ; as one month will not have clapfed afier
vour, Report came into my poffeflion, before this let-
ter will have been publifhed 5 during which interval
I have been fubjeidt to many, profefional and other in-
terruptions which will I hepe obtain fome favaurable
allowanee for its many defedts.
1 have been carcful to affert nothing which I did not
believe to be trug, and 1 have endeavoured to ayoid ofe
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#d not-only by their profellional, anik often: feientific
atiinmicnts, but alfo by theic liberal fentiments and I ” ,1. .-1‘ [: ]{
agcomplithments : and I have never been foablurd as =l m
to fuppole that they might not become  as good

- phficians; as thole among the later whoare regularly
wducared, if they would employ. the fame s But RN
Feat b ing dose this, havingon. the contraey jurfued : 4 RS OF MIT ITARY ENQUIRY.
a differeit colirfe a0 become gead furgrans, L mufk for COMMISSIONER
this realr. doube, generally fpeaking, of their compes
teqaeras phyfcians; efpeciatly. when Tcnle;ujcr the li= N REFLY
mited ¢ taf humar intele®, which ragely permits
the fame i ividual to be atthe fame time, apad phiy- a
fician, 91.11 gaod firgeon. . I coufids, h&u:cxcr with :
pleafiare, thist fome inflances have oeeurredof Turgeans, I AT ANCROFT
who, by the grear liberality of naturs andgheir evwn in- DR. E.NA IHANIEL BA!
eommonigdifiry, have become, [ belicde; very poad
phylicians, gud 4. ave the fatisfadiongaf numbering e pept JPORT.
fome. of ETHII' mtcubar El—l‘lilﬁ Yer 1 ON THEIR FIFTH e

r~c.qf; | their prelent
i apghed themielyes

TO SOME ANIMALV ERSIOMNS

Youw l’u\lcuvu- ilerality not 1o, pard BY
ﬁl‘rh.u.lng infrodaced ia thasJotter the above explana
tion, which Eeoultd ot hut Eedduc o the furgsons.
I hidee the Nohou e be,
with e greateib eefpert,
'Cn'n theamen,.
¥ our moit obedient
and Bumble fervant,
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LETTER,

&,

GENTLEMEN,

['f' was naturally to be expected, that,
in the prosecution of your highly im-
portant labours, the course of which
you would be called upon to  detect
abuses long connived at, to attack pre-
Judices inveterate by indulgence, and to
expose to public reprobation frauds and
!u'q'ltl:niuns long pl':u'li-q-l] on the public ;
it 1\':]~1l:l1|i|:]l|_\." I say, to be l'!\'llll'll'tl,
that you would encounter much opposi-
tion, and that a host of foes from dif-

ferent quarters would be in arms 15t

you. Imnocence may escape the shaft

of calumny ; active virtue never fails to
be the object of attack.

Had you commenced your labours
in the |1|,i_]':l'.1|~l\- department at an earlier
period, your task in regard to the me-
dical branch, arduous as it is, would

B
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have been incalculably more difficult ;
and your report would have excited no
common sensation in the public mind.
But your investigation began at a time,
when, by the indefatigable industry, and
il:!:trl'l'llpiih]l‘ il1h'=.{|'|1_‘.' of one individual,
an effectual remedy had been applied to
most of the abuses which had previously
existed. For, however l‘.l'th!i.t‘. -::pinir:]l
may be divided on some points, it is

well known, and indeed universally ac-
knowledged by the great body of me-
dical officers, as well as the army at

large, that these reforms. oririnated in

Ly

the judicious and unwearied exertions

of the present Inspector General of

Hospitals, and the well-digested system
which, with the approbation of his Royal
I[iglml'.-s the Commander in Chief, he
has arranged and introduced,

By these improvements the serviee,
as well as the public at large, have been
greatly benefited, immense retrenchments
have been made, the effective strength
of the army has been increased, and by
a more liberal remuneration being of-

wd

fered, men of superior talent and edu-
cation have been induced to enter the
medical department. Many such will,
at present, be found among the regi-
mental medical officers, that class, on
whom the care of the army, in respect
to health, must at all  times chiefly
devolve.

That these arrangements, however
subservient to the general good, would
produce feelings of hostility and resent-
ment in certain individuals, who either
felt themselves disappointed, or fancied
themselves agerieved, it is natural to
imagine, But private interest coming
in L.--1|1]w|ili:m with public bene i
will not be questioned, though the de-
cision may be the ground of complaint,
which should be preferred.

After my examination before your
Board, 1 ||:.|r| little expect tion of '|14-i1|g
again brought forward: I certal did
".”1 feel any ambition to obtrude myself
on public ;mlin-: but “hrna'h:l!_':u'h-! 1-,
attacked, silence becomes .‘.u-spi.:‘lmlr---n'
is even crimninal.

B2
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In a pamphlet which has lately been
published by Dr. Edward Nat. 1};1.||r|'n|'r,
half-pay Physician to the Army., while he
animadverts on Your report, :l;lrl arra
your competency to judge of the sub-
Ject, he labours industriously to impress
you with the conviction, that the evie
dence given by me is not only incon-
sistent with fact, but at \'-.uiu;u-r with
the opinions, which T had formerly iven
to the public.  Whether this '_'\l'lil]‘t'l]['ltll
stands single when he advances these
charges, or whether he be linked with
a party, of whom he steps forward as
I|1(‘1.'!i;1n:]|l<:|l, it 18 not for me to say,
nor is it important for me to |x|!|Hll.
That his mis-statements are gross and
numerous, I think I shall most clearly
able to prove. .

be

Before, however, [ proceed to the
xamination of his charges, I deem it
a duty which I oweto myself solemnly
to declare, that his insinuations respect-
ing my alleged identity of opinions on
this or any other subject with those of
any other men or set of men, merely

5

because he is pleased to fancy an identity
of mterests, are illiberal and unfounded,
———more disgraceful to him than they can
be mjurious to me.  In independence of
spirit, if not of fortune, I will not yield
to ||i|'|l. or to '-J”:'\' INan. -I.h(' L"\'il!('l]('l'.
'\ll'l.(l'l I Cllc'li\'\'l!"i] at :\'II‘II- }’IIJ:“'(?. {iﬁ"ll—
tlemen, was the unbiassed [e-1|i||1||;1l\' of
an humble individual, who, with some
portion of medical science, had seen a
considerable \';u‘ir‘._\.' of service.---5o0 far
in answer to his very illiberal insinuations

respecting the purnty of those motives,

by which my evidence was ited. 1
proceed to examine his charges seve-
I:‘;]”I\. as 1]11'}' are advanced in the letter.

The first charge insinuate .LlEI‘.:‘i| me,
i common with Drs. Jackson and Bor-
land, is that of part i:||i|ll . He te ||x‘\.'c|||,
that our evidence, prima fucie, ought
to have been received with great cau-
linn, because ** we owe our p.nmu{it::;s
“and present g-m|||uy. ments to the late
“ arrangements in the medi ||i'[3?l|'!-
“ment, and to the present system,

which (he says) has effected the de-
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¢ pression of army physicians, and the
“ discontinuance of general hospitals.”
Hence he logically and very liberally in-
fers, that it was to be apprehended, that
“ our testimonies might be partial.” Now
Gentlemen, a question naturally occurs,
who is this Dr. Bancroft, who so readily
impeaches the impartiality of all, who do
not think with him? Had he no in-
terest in the old system, or connection
with its supporters * Had he no pro-
motion to expect had this system been
suffered to continue: Did he feel no
disappointment on its subversion? Qp
were his solicitations under the present
system, like Dr. Jackson’s letter to Mr.
Pitt, as he tells us, neglected and for-
gotten? Far be it from me, Gentlemen,
to impeach the great purity of his mo-
tives, when he sat down to address you;
but I apprehend, that there are not a
few, who will suspect, that they are not
quite so disinterested, as he would have
you believe.

I informed you, that the mortality in
the army on the continent, in 1794 and

1795, was certainly much greater in the
oeneral, than in the regimental hospitals.
When 1 delivered this opinion, founded
on' ‘my own observation, an opinion,
whirhnihe- writer of the letter to you
himself does not venture to contradict, it
was not my intention to impeach either
the Euh-ut-‘..ur the attention of the medi-
cal officers in the general hospitals. On
this ground, therefore, he might hawve
spared his vindication. It was the sys-
tem itself of these hospitals, which I
blamed, and which I have never ceased to
think faulty in all its parts. The theory
of Dr. Bancroft will by no means either
invalidate my testimony, or explain the
acts, which T adduced in evidence. I
admit with him, that in general, the
majority of the more dangerous cases
being taken to the general hospitals, a
aveater mortality was naturally to be
‘r.".-ipL't'tu:l in them, than in |.'<':fh1;v|11:1[
hospitals. But I assert it as a fact, and
1 call on him to disprove it, that out
of any given number sent to the general
hospital, and an equal number in the
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same disease, and the same stages of it,
retained in the regimental hospitals, a
much larger proportion of the former,
than of: the latter, fell victims to disease,
In the years alluded to, some resiments
treated their own sick, sending few or
none to the general II(J:‘pJ‘I:IE.‘i.\ Among
these, I believe, were the Blues, Buffs,
and Greys; and it is a notorious fact,
that these regiments lost |J|'n];n]'lju|];tllj'
fewer men, than any other corps in that
éll'['ll:r'.

But independently of all fact, is it not
known that many diseases acquire a ma-
lignant form, and that some even are
generated by crowd i a number of sick
into one apartment, or under one roof?
Is there a medical man, of any vx]n-ri-
ence in the profession, who wi]l not ac-
knowledge, that this is actually the fact >
It s too well established to admit of

contradiction; and on this very prineiple
- gl i )

if I am not misinformed, hospital ships

have for some time lbeen discontinued
m_his Majesty's navy,

"o the rash assertion, «

I ash assertion, * that the re

9

mental surgeons, not rarely send their

patients into general hospitals, some-

times when there is danger of their

expiring on the way, in order that
« their deaths may not happen in the
¢ hospital of the regiment, and that
¢ ihe responsibility thereof may attach
s solely  to the officers on the hospital
¢ staff,” I give not the smallest credit.
The charge is a libel on the whole body
of regimental officers.

In pages 46 and 47 of his letter to
vou, the writer, after a specimen of
-11.1-.|-.p<.-;;1|- and rhodomontade truly ridi-
culous, and an affectation of bumour for
which no man will envy him, proceeds
with great formality to adduce a fact,
which, I dare say, the Doctor chuckled
when he wrote, ]J-vliu\'i!l;{ it, I doubt not,
to be a decisive blow to his opponents.
He tells you, that, notwithstanding the
seneral establishment of regimental hos-
pitals, and, as he poetically observes,

the mode of conducting them being
“ in full bloom and activity,” the last
monthly returns of the regimental sur-
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geons, made up to the 20th of March,
exhibited the deaths of between 4 and
500 men in the ['n':'rl_‘ﬂiuf_{ month. No
man can deplore this mortality more
than T do.  But, when it is considered
that agreat number of men had been,
in the beginning 'of ‘the year, drawn
from civil life into the militia, in conse-
quence of a late act of p;l|'|'|:|1r1|-:|], and
that these men having received large
bounties, would, while their money
lasted, naturally indulge in every species
of intemperance ; and when it is farther
considered, that these men, when they
Jjoined, were badly clothed, that the sea-
son was extremely  unfavourable, and
that' epidemic diseases of a peculiar cast
were generally prevalent, it is not to be
waondered, that great mumbers were at-
tacked with sickness, and that a more

than usual proportion fell victims partly
to their own indiscretion, and partly to
the causes, which I have now mentioned.

But, Gentlemen, I would ask, were
not these causes of the mortality in ques-
tion known to Dr. Bancroft? If they

11

were not, he is justly chargeable with a
degree of inattention, highly disereditable
1n\ him as a medical man.  The same
source of information, whence, I pre-
sume, he derived the knowledze of the
fact. would have also acquainted him with
the causes of that fact; and I beg leave
to say, that when any fact is adduced
fikk any proposition or theory what-
ever, the previous circumstances should
be strictly investigated, otherwise the
fact, even if admitted, may not warrant
the conclusion. If the causes swwere
known to him, he has by the suppres-
sion of these, been guilty of an act of
the most culpable disingenuity; and all
we can say is, that he suppressed them,
anly lu-c:llnr\t- it suited his purpose. It
15 -l]];ul-]..(-, Gentlemen, a circumstance
not m;“'::rlh}' of your attention, that
during this extreme prevalence of mor-
mli.l\'., the sick in my district, and I
prl:.slunu_- also in others, had the assist-
ance of an:army physician.
But, as Dr. Bancroft has brought for-
ward this instance of extreme mortality
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in regimental hospitals, as an objection to
their establishment, it is' but fair to hear
the return from the general hospital

at
the Isle of Wight (the only one now ex-
isting) for the same period.  This return
Dr. Bancroft had an easy opportunity of
kmm'ing; but; if ‘he did know it, for oh-
vious reasons hie thought it prudent to
suppress;it. | It is risht, however, that
you, Gentlemen, and the public at large
should be informed, that while the mor-
tality in the regimental hospitals, great
indeed, I must acknowledee, was in the
Proportion of one out of sixteen. the
mortality in - the general haspital in the
Isle of Wight was not less than one out
of ten. What will Dr. Baneroft say of
this comparison ? prima fucie at least, it
fnrnishes no ground of triumpli to the
advocates for general hospitals,*

* That I'may not be sonceived by this statement,
as insinuating a reflection on s, Moore and- L
priere, who are in charge of thi
mciimbent on me to dechare,

1=
s hospital, I foel it
that I know them to be
men of superior talents, great eiition, and of no
commion degree of medical =

13

I have said in my 1:\'ic]r!:n:. (h-m_!v-
men, that in COnsequence of the sick
being removed from the regimental and
m-nt.tr: the general hospitals on the con-
tinent, and from the regimental ->1|1'\_c,:v-n|-a§;
not being permitted to take care n_t their
own sick, they became less active in  the
service, and -li.-ll disgusted. N?.n'., whe-
ther the l't'_ui!nn-ld:l'l surgeons will or ,W’H
not thank me for this statement, .__lhc,'.
learned Doctor inclines to lh.l' negative)
is to me.a matter .of very little :-r.ms:'-
quence, _\I_\' statements are not guwven,
to procure the thanks ni';ul_\-.p-.n'i_v.'._ But
this I may venture to say without incur=
ring the Ic-|1<:1'f_:r of illiberality, that the
Doctor has q'll"{.’lhiL]]l.l\' oftener than once
experienced in his own |'.'{|'||'|.'_':.'\, l_hal phy=
sicians are, like poets, an irritabile genus;
and that to remove a patient from under
the care of any medical man, and phu'.c
him under the charge of another, as -I.‘..
generally implies some i|u'u1il‘plrt<-uc-:,- in
the t'url;u-r, seldom or never fails to t-_.\'—
cite in his mind dissatisfaction and dis-

Zust.
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At the period alluded to (1794), the
generality of the regimental surgeons were
of considerable standing in the service—-
many of them men, who were looked up
to for professional ability, and who, in the
estimation of the army in general, were
considered as superior to those who were
comparatively strangers in the service,
and who acted in the general hospitals.
In these circumstances, the feelings of
the surgeons appear to me to have been
very natural. Dr. Bancroft, ]]G'I'FI:I[!‘-.
gifted with high superiority of mind, and
conscious of his own superlative merit,
might not perhaps have felt these pain-
ful sensations; but he should have some
compassion for the infirmities of those,
whao have not yet attained his transcen-
dent magnanimity.

The Doctor, in order to controvert
my evidence in favour of regimental hos-
pitals, proceeds, in page 38, to observe,
that it is expedient he should request me
to explain ** by what singular means the
¢ greatest mortality from fever among

“ the British troops in Flanders should

13

« have happened, as Dr. Jackson informs
¢ us (in his Qutline, p-21), in that regi-
ment (the 88th), and in one other, the
goth: and also to explain, by what
greater singularity of causes sickness
.mgu.-! with violence and devastation in
the (same) BBth re siment, during the

< time it remained in Jersey, previous to
¢ its being sent to the continent in 1794,
‘as Dr. Jackson also states from his own
¢ personal observation.” In ':Jns:.‘.'i'l' to
the question in the first part of this quo-
tation, you, Gentlemen, will be surprised,
when _[- tell you, that Dr. Jackson no
where makes the assertion imputed to
him. Now, Gentlemen, had this writer,
who reallyiin every step of his progress
betrays t-i.lher wilful ignorance or a stu-
died desire to mislead by suppression of
important facts, taken the trouble to read
Dr. Jackson's work with any other view,

than to sarble and select, as suited his

own particular purpose, he would have
been at no loss for an answer to the se-
cond question in the quotation.  Dr.
Jackson himself, then likewise a regimen-
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tal surgeon in Jersey, tells him the < siy-
gular means” by whichsickness r aged with
violence and devastation in other o ASCS,
as well as the 88th regiment.  In page 5,
of the Outline; Dr, Jackson informs him,
that * the 88th regiment arvived in Jer-
“ sey from Treland, about the beginning
 of June.”, He tells him; * that this
 wasa new regiment, and therefore like
“ most other new regiments, was ‘com-
posed of heterogeneons and unsound
materials.”  He tells himealso, < that
it was sickly when it arrived.”  Now.
surely, after this plain statement of facts,
it requires no great portion of ity to
discover, why sickness was so Very preva-
lent in the 88th regiment;~—hbut the Doe-
tUI 5 (!l rernment J$ not d]\':l\‘- ||l oxer-
cise. I now revert to the first part of the
quotation, and 1 must particularly re-
quest your attention to the disingenuity
of & man; who really seems determined to
misrepresent and mislead; e affirms,
as he pretends, on the authority of Dy,
Jackson, that the greatest mortality from
fever among the British troops in Flan-

[l

7
ders, consisting, I believe, of about
20,000 men, |'Ii1]]i!l‘|'l|':i in the 80th and
88th regiments.  Now, an turning to the
page of Dr. Jackson's Outline, to which
the writer refers, I find that the Doctor
advances no such assertion as is here
ascribed to him.  He informs us merely
of the state of his own regiment, with
which, of course; he was intimately ac-
quainted. He tells us, also, the condi-
tion of other three regiments, adjacent to
his own: with these, however, he ac-
knowledees that he had but an |'|1|]1;-|ﬂ‘1;l
acquaintance.  OF the rest of the army,
he professes no knowledge.  Where then
is the authority for Dr. Bancroft’s asser-
tion? Had he told us, that the rtality
in the two regiments, the 80th and 88th,
was very great, he would have told the
truth. Fad he told us further, that Dr.
Jackson had stated this as a fact, this
would have been equally true.  But
when he tells us, that of all the British
troops m Flanders, the greatest mortality
prevailed in the above-mentioned r{-gi..
ments, he advances an assertion, for which
.
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D, Jackson gives him no authority what-
ever.

If Dr. Bancroft should contend, that
the difference between Dr. Jackson's ac-
count and his representation of it is very
immaterial : and if he should still wish
to know *¢ by what singular means” this
very great mortality prevailed in these
regiments; in order to gratify his curi-
osity 1 have only to remind him, tha
their sick were sent to the meneral hos-
pitals, his own favourite institution, and
then doubtless he will be at no loss to
ascertain the real cause.

But, Gentlemen, the candid and learn-
ed Doctor has not yet done with his
misrepresentations.  In pages 39 and 40,
he attempts next to prove, that my evi-
dence, respecting the superiority of regi-
mental hespitals in the West Indies, is

inconsistent with my own' opinion, as
published some years ago: and further,
that I had no opportunity of observing
it, if any such superiority had existed,
< for that I was not then in Grenada.”
These, Gentlemen, are two very serious

19
the latter imputation is peeu-
liarly enormous.  If I was not in Gre-
nada, I have published a falsehood : if I
was in Grenada, Dr. Bancroft asserts a
falsehood. Which is the fact, we shall
l]n']l't'l't‘l to L'II[{Ilil-".

To establish his first charge, that of
inconsistency, illiberally insinuating at
the same time that I have changed my
nl)ininu to promote my interest, he com-
pares the evidence which 1 gave before
you, with a passage in a work, entitled
Medical Sketches. In answer to your
question, ** whether I had observed the
* comparative advantages of the treat-
ment of sick in general and regimental
* hospitals in the West Indies;” 1 told
you that I had. I told you, * that in

the island of Grenada, in the year 1706,

1

from the want of a medical staff, the

*¢ sick and wounded, while the army con-

tinued in the field, were treated regi-

mentally ; that though under many dis-

advantages, the mortality was trifling,

till after the return of the army to
c 2
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I

guarters, when the sick were ordered
“ to be sent to general hospitals."”

Now, Gentlemen, as T am extremely
anxious to set this matter, important as it
is to my character, in its true light, you
will, T trust, ]3E!l'dﬂli me if 1 trespass on
your patience, by quoting first the whale
passage from the Medical Sketches, on

which Dr. Bancroft founds his charge of

i|1t'on-i.~itt.-!1|'y: and secondly, the passage
from his Letter, in which he endeavours
to substantiate that charge. The pas-
sage from Medical Sketches is as fol-
lows

“ In Barbadoes, both in the end of

1795 and in the beginning of 1796,
the only discase which prevailed was
typhus. The 86th ¥

hm]!l]v\- at Lucia, and econtinued
pretty healthy at Gremada for three
months after their arrival there, or as
long as they remained to the windward
side of the island. This was likewise
the case with the 10th, 25th, and other
regiments. It was only after our re

21

turn to St. George's, and to Richmond
Hi ,'.Ifln'l‘ we had communication with
the 68th Il'gillli‘llt and the :_‘:L'H('I'.L] hos-
ilihl]m where the _\'L'”[m' fever had for
many months prevailed, that it ap-
peared in the 88th and in other corps.
Before the appearance of . this fever, in
the 88th, as well as in other corps,
dysentry and intermittents prevailed
the most. On the 12th of July 1796,
a detachment of the 88th regiment was
embarked at Grenada in the Betsey
transport for England,  We embarked
140 men ; and I was most particularly
careful not to take any man on board

with the slightest appearance of ill-
ness. Every precaution, which r
rided cleanliness, ventilation, or fu-

i
migation, was :idt]p!n'd. The remains
of the 8th, 10th, 25th, and other l':'j_{i—
ments were at the same time embarked
at Grenada for England. From the
time we sailed from Grenada, on the
19th of July to the 5th of .-'mgn.-il,

* seven days after we sailed from Tor-

tola, (where we had touched for water)
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¢ nocase of this fever appeared in the
¢ Betsey.”

You have now before you, Gentle-
men, the whole of the materials from
whence the writer has constructed his
charges. . I will now exhibit Dr. Ban-
croft’s proof.  Adverting to my answer
to your question, respecting the superi-
(}!'i!‘_!' of L':-:_:inmnt;nl |lr)5pihﬂ.\_ he observes,
n page 39 of his Letter, « Concerning the
 true import of this answer, no differ-
ence of opinion can possibly arise; you
have properly understood and inter-
preted it to mean, that, whilst Dr.
M*Grigor served in Grenada, the mor-
tality under the regimental treatment
was trifling; but that when the sick
were sent to the general hospitals, the
mortality became very considerable;
or, in other words, that De. M‘Grigor,
from personal observation, had been
able to ascertain, that under similar
circumstances and solely from the dif-
ference of treatment, a much greater
mortality had occurred in Grenada in
the general than in the regimental hos-

23

pitals; and you may probably be sur-
pi'-l\".:d to learn J’Jj.l the testimony I_J.f' Dr.
MeGrigor lhimself, siven on another

¢ peeasion, when he had no particular

s purpose in view to bias his testimony)
s that there was in reality no room or

foundation for any such comparison as
<« is here stated: and that, if there had
“ been any, it could not have fallen un-
« der Dr. M:Grigor's observation, as
« vwou have naturally been led to sup-
£ .|'um_-, because he was nol then in Gre

T

HI’I”"”.
 In the year 1804, Dr. M‘Grigor
¢ published a small volome under the
title of © Medical Sketches of the Ex-
¢ pedition from Egypt to India, pub-
e lished for Jobhn Murray, 32, Fleet-
« street, 8¢’ From this work it ap-
i pears, that the g8th, or Dr. M‘Gri-
siment, which made part of the
oarmy t,'u]ph:_\'g-[l under the command
¢ of Sir Ralph Abercrombie in the con-
“ quest of St. Lucia, during the month
¢« of May 1796, was sent with others
“ ahout the beginning of June to Grenuda,
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where it arrived in: two or three days,
and was employed in the reduction of
that island.

** According to his positive statement,
the 8ath regiment continued pretty
healthy at Grenada for three months
after their arrival there, (i. e. until the
month of September) or as long as they
remained to the windward side of the
island . “ This,” he adds, < w;

likewise the ease with the 10th, 25th,

St

5

and other regiments. Tt was ondy after
our return to St. Georee's and Richmond
hald, after we had communication with
the 68th regiment and the general hos-

pitals, where the vellow fever had for

a5

their having been stafioned in the wind-
ward parts r_f.-"(-'rr'n-'.'-'.l'r:. He manifestly
had not, while writing that work, the
least idea of '|'i|]i.nf_1" it to any supe-
riority or difference in the regimental
over the general hospital treatment,
neither had he then the smallest dis-
position to suspect that the subse-
quent mortality arose from any such
difference.  He was, and perhaps now
is, a believer in the contagion of the
yvellow fever; and it is to that couse
afene that he in this work intended to
impute the change in question. e
is far from alluding, in any way what-
ever to any ll|'1|11_§ unfavourable in the

many months prevailed, that it ap=- “ treatment of the sick in the general
peared in the 88th and other corps,”
sce p.227. Now, it 15 well known,

|1u-'!:i_1u]-a;11_{_}rn,'ll:]tl:l: on 1.]ll'l'IJI'1tI'.!l'}',
he says, the mortality resulted, not

“ that the windward or eastern parts: of

from freatment, but from a communica-
tion with the G8th regiment (which is
totally distinct from treatment, and
I||L:g‘-m':'.'ra' hospitals ;" ¢ either of which

i

the island in the West Indies are ge-
nerally the most healthy; and Dr.
31"(;1"[-_501'_. n the work before us, na-
turally and justly ascribed the absence
of disease among the regiments before- ¢ gion, might prove equally destructive.
mentioned solely to the circumstance of

“ causes, on the supposition of conta-

 Those, however, who do not believe
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in the contagious quality of the yellow
fever, nor in the alledged mischievous
effects of general hospitals, will readily
account for the increased number of
deaths among the l'{'l_{jmi'llln in ques-
tion, after their return to St.George's
and Richmond hill, m the month of
September, by recolleeting that those
places are surrounded by an abun-
dance of Joeal causes of discase, such
as are found to produce the yellow fe-
ver in all hot climates, at certain sea-
sons of the year; these regiments ar-
rived at those places from more healthy
¢ stations in September, (commonly one
of the most sickly months of the year)
and also that this was one of the years
in which the yellow fever prevailed the
most fatally in Grenada, occasioning

the deaths of those who were attacked

by it, whether they were in one kind

of hospital or in another, or in no hos-

pital at all. So much for this part of
Dr. M*Grigor’s testimony : of the

other part, which regards the extent

of his opportunities for * personally ob-

o7
¢ serving,’ what he states to have ]1;:5)—
¢ pened, I must leave him to reconcile
¢ gome contradictions which seem to me
“ jrreconcileable. For he tells us, at
¢ p. 227, of his Medical Sketches, that,
@ ¢ gn the 12th of July 1796, a detach-
“ ment of the 88th regiment was em-
“ barked at Grenada in the Betsey trans-
< port for _1",1:*__{1:"“],' and that he was one
“ of that detachment.”-—He adds, © we
“ embarked 140, and I was most parti-
¢ cularly careful not to take any man
“ on board with the slightest appearance
“ of illness.” He next says, in p. 228,
o ¢ we sailed from Grenada on the 19th
< of Jut_\',“ﬁa'_ and it appears that he

e '.'Lil‘:l', |'i|]'El!\' {L]Ti,\'d.'li s |'\' in I“;"'_flﬂ’.ll].

i Nmr, as he has told wus that the resi-
“ ment of which he was the surgeon, and
“ the other regiments, *continued pretty
“ healthy at Grenada for three months
“oafter their arrival there,’ and that he
« ¢ embarked for England’ within little
* more than half of that time, I can-
¢ not help fecling a considerable degree
 of curiosity to know by what super-
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natural means he © had (as he states)

in the year 1796, an opportunity of

observing the (comparative) advantage
of taking care of the sick 1'1-_=_="|mu11all}r,
instead of sending them to  general
hospitals.” See Report, p. 185. And
how he was able to know, from por-
sonal observation, that, upon ¢ the refrren
of the army to guarters’ when he must
have l}l'l'lll_,hl‘.l‘.l' on his voyage to f','mu‘,lar_

“ the sick were ordered to be sent to

general hospitals, and then the mor-

tality was very considerable indeed.”
Ditto, p. 185.

Now, Gentlemen, whoever reads the
extract from Medical Ske#hes with an
ordinary degree of attention, cannot fail
to perceive that, so far from ascribine
the increased mortality of the 88th regi-
ment. to their removal from the wh;;[-
ward side of th and, there is no cause
whatever directly assigned for that mor-
tality. 1 state merely that, after their
removal to St. George's and Richmond-
hill, and their communication with the
Gi6th regiment and general hospitals, this
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increased mortality commenced.  From
this statement a candid amd 'Eln]uu'li:l]
veader would have inferred, not surely
that I meant to say that the removal
was the only cause of this mortality, nor
even the principal cause; but that com-
mumnication with the 68th resiment and
the general hospitals contributed much,
if not chiefly, to this devastation of hu-
man life. The passage is too !J:Llin to
admit of misconstruction. Intelligible,
however, as it is, it did not suit the
Doctor's purpose to understand it; for
that he might have understood it, I can-
not for a moment doubt, without ques-
tioning the clearness of his optics or the
h'.l.lii1l‘. of s intellects.

Now, Gentlemen, observe, I pray you,

the ingenuity of this man. Fearful that,

as there are three causes indirectly as-
signed for the increased mortality of the
86th regiment, the n : advert
to all the three; or, if the ill
luck should have it so, lay the

LUess on t|'1.-m- two he wished |1i;;1

k. he resorts to an 1-3\1‘:[1'1]:”:1,
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by way of argument, which, as far as [
know, is completely new in the dialectic
art. He instructs his printer to exhibit
the two principal causes in the common
type, for these he wished to be thrown
into the back-ground ; and in order to
fix the attention of his reader on his own
favorite cause, and to give it a degree of
prominence, to which it would have no
claim; he desires it to be printed in
striking italics. ‘That case indeed must
be truly wretched, which reguires such
artifice as this to support it; and its de-
fender must be a miserable logician, who
depends: on the printer for the strength
of his :u'guuu;nt_

It did not answer his purpose to have
the communication with the general hos-
pitals considered in any degree as a cause
of the great mortality ; he  therefore
pitches on the removal as the sole cause,
and he even pays me a sort of compli-
ment for having made the discovery, by
commending my judgment in forming
this u]'lil'linu. The art here pract ised de-
serves a harsher name than I am inclined
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to affix to it. In one part indeed of the
passage extracted, you will '|]L‘1'l'l'i‘.'L' that
e does mention the communication with
general hospitals as one of the causes
which I might have had in contempla-
tion; but he mentions it only to insinuate
an error, and to impress you with a be-
lief that I now represent the freatment in
regimental, to be superior to that in ge-
neral, |1|J.~.p'|['.l|.~.‘ and that at the p:'l'im] al-
luded to I entertained no such upill'lul'l_
Now, Gentlemen, if you will take the
trouble to re-peruse the passage from the
Medical Sketches, you cannot fail to per-
(!t"u'i.', that not a .\-}"”.all'rl-:: is said
concerning the treafment in either of these
I|(,~p'|tu|_:-.--—1lu opinion advanced in regard
to their comparative advantages in re-
spect to treatment. Nor have I, on

any occasion whatever, expressed any

opinion on this point. It is the system
itself, and not the 1:|'::<'Ii|in1|rr.+ or the
treatment that T have lltlil?li'lll[_r a5
saled.

But suppose that T had not been
at that time so fully convinced of
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the superiority of reginiental above ge-
neral = hospitals, does it follow, that
after an uninterrupted and pretty exten-
sive experience for twelve vears, T am to
think, in opposition to innumerable facts,
as favourably of general hospitals now,
as he would persuade you, T did at that
time? No man in his senses would en-
tertain  such an opinion.  Consistency,
Gentlemen, does not consist (pardon li::'
pun) inan uniformadherence to the same
opinion, either of men or of thi
steady, zealous, and disinterested pursuit
of truth. And I presume to add, that
De. Bancroft has lived for the last twelve
years of his life to very little purpose, if
he has not seen reason to alter many of
his opinions.  If he has not, T am -1-||_..
rious to know ** by what supermatural
means” he was at an carly age protected
against error, and saved the necessity of
gaining wisdom by years, I"..l;pt-l-il_-m:v,
which, to use an old and vulgar adage,
teaches fools, imparts, it would seem,
no knowledge to the lenrned doctor,

But this instance of disingenuity is
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perhaps too flimsy to escape the detection
even of the most inattentive reader. I
must now request your attention to an-
other much less pardonable, hecause
much more criminal; for its  manifest
purpaose 15 to deceive you, and to n-
volve me in the charge of falsehood.
He states, that the regiment to which
I was then surgeon (the 88th) was sent
to Grenada in the beginning of June, and
sailed for ]'I.!I:_{l'(ll](l on the I}n]l of Jul_\'_
This too he presumes to state, om my
autherity. He then trinmphantly asks,
by what means could I, in the short

space of a month and a half, learn by

observation the superior advantages of
regimental hospitals there, and he t
you, “ that he feels a considerable de-
¢ oree of curiosity to know, the super-

natural means” by which this: know-
ledge was acquired.

Dr. Bancroft, I have no doubt, Gen-
tleme is gifted with no common share
of curiosity. IHad he possessed as much
aceuracy in his statements, as much can-
dour in the construction of other men's
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motives, and as much impartiality in the
pursuit of truth, and the mvestigation
of facts, his curiosity, if painfully ex-
cited, would have been cheaply gratified,
without the fatigue of any elaborate
quiry.  But, Sir (pardon me, G
men, if T address myself to him for a
moment), where or whence did you learn
that I arrived at Grenada in the begin-
ning of June? Who, or what is your
J'Ll.lﬂml'ill'.' for this assertion ?  Whe told
you this impertant fact, which has excited
in your breast so great a degree of cu=
riosity, and on which hangs the whole of
your vile argument, and your still me

detestable 1;||.u1'_¢_:c. No man, 1 venture

to affirm, ever gave you such informa-
tion.  The discovery is wholly vour
own. And, Sir, what shall we -1 of
your pretended candour, and respect for
truth and charact when we find you
cither wilfully fabricating, or careledsly
assuming dates to suit your own l'lll[-'.-
poses, giving on my authority, a state-
ment which I never warranted, and
which is disgracefully incorrect ?

a3

I arrived, be it known to you, in
Grenada on the dth of March, and not
in June, as you falsely state. And while
I thus correct your error, and re |]:'e;]1'.|tx'
the motives, in which it .seems to have
m'i_ inated, I blush for the man, who is
apable of committing it.

On ne better foundation, Gentlemen,
than this unpardonable mis-statement; is
founded the second charge, which he al-
ledges against me, a charge so abomi-
nable to my feelings, that words fail
me to chastise it in terms of sufficient
sharpness or severity. With a wview of
discrediting my evidence, and impressing
upon the public a belief, that in that
evidence I did' not scruple to deviate
from truth, he asserts, that I was not

v Grenada at the time when the 88th
regiment  became unhealthy i and had
therefore no  opportunity of making
those observations, which in my evi-
dence before you, I [1.'llli'--iﬂ'-| to have
nade.

Now, Gentlemen, the fact s, as I
have just now stated, that we arrived in

D 2
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Grenada on the 4th of March-—-that
my -‘-1?1}' there was not for five or siv
weeks, as he falsely asserts, but for four
or five months-—that, when the army took
the field, T, as senior surgeon, was ap-
pointed to the superintendance of all
the nlililill'_\' |m.-a!1'lmh, and that [|III'][1"_{
this period, T had many and varieus
opportunities of observing the supe-
riority of regimental hospitals.®  T'his,
Gentlemen, is the fact; and had D,
Bancroft's mis-statement been made for
any other, than the insidious, purpose
of wounding my character, vilifying
your labours, and misleading the pub-
lic' mind, T should have treated it with
that indulgence, which the fallibility of
our nature, and the principles of |'|l'.1-| ity,
require us to  exerc But, when I
contemplate the purpese, which this

* This statement may be corroborated, not ounly
by my own case-books, but also by the testimony of
Mr. Broce, now surgeon to the 85th re , and
who arrived with me at Gren at the period al-

Tuded to; and if required,  likewis h‘_\.' others of tle
surviving officers who served in Grenada.

statement subserves; when I rezard the
motives in which it appears to o g

my indignation swells against the au-

dacity of its author: and I am compel-
led to tell him publicly the most un-
pleasant of all truths, that, m endea-
vouring to fix on me the wvilest of all
charges, he has himself asserted a most
]_JJIP'.[I)',-.,- falzehood.

It is said in evidence, that many sol-
diers who had been sent into general hos-
pitals with slizht ailments, caught fevers
there and died. Dr. Bancroft, though
a bold |!i,n|ml:lll1, does not venture to
controvert this assertion. But, while
he admits the f;ll"., he tells you in the
first splace, that the same has often
happened in regimental hospitals.  True,
sapient Sir; 1t 15 not an  uNCOmMmon
thing for the member of a private fa-
mily to catch a fever; but does he run
the same risk, as a nurse or a servant in
a public hospital, even on the most
contracted scale We do not say, that
in regimental hospitals patients are ab-
solutely not subject to contagion; but
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we affivm, without fear of contradiction,
that contagion is much less frequent
i regimental than in general hospitals:
and this is enough for the purpose of our
argument.

He tells you next, p. 48, that if

the fact alluded to in evidence |1':l\'l'?l|1."\-'
weight.as an argument, that weight is
perhaps in favour of general hospitals,
because by receiving all the cases of
contagious disease, they save  great
numbers affected with ghter ail-
ments in the former, from the dan-
ger of infection, to which they must
be otherwise exposed.” This obser-

vation would be good for something, if

;:{.'m‘l‘.'ll |1l}.\!!i|=ll.‘1‘ were |'=‘c:t'lll;1{'|us for
t'nuiﬂgiml.\i diseases unl}‘; but the fact
is, that patients of all descriptions are
admitted into them, and thereby fre-
quently cateh those diseases, which may
happen to be prevalent in them, at the
time of their admission. = The obser
tion, therefore, is futile and irrelevant.
He tells you next, “ that the exist-

&«

ence of contagious disorders is not
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“ necessarily connected with » hospi-
 tals, butis an accidental calamity, to
« which all are obnoxious.” If this
observation have any meaning, it must
be this, that every man, who is sent to
an hn-]:i!ul, does not necesss ]l_\' catch
contagion.  This is truly a wonderful
discovery, of which the Doctor may
claim the sole merit.

It was likewise said in evidence, that
soldiers tarried long in general hospitals,
and that the worst characters in the army
———malingerers-——-found . their way into
them, and frequently imposed upon medi-
cal officers of no previous regimental ex-
perience.® I will not fatigue your atten-
tion with quoting from the Doctor’s
letter a specious sample of a prior: rea-
soning, for he alledges no fact to prove
the improbability of this statement: it
is suflicient to say, that there is not an
officer in the army, of whatever deserip-

tion, who cannot attest it from his own

experience.  And I beg leave to observe,

that much greater medical science than

* For a defir 3 erers | beg to refer

to Dr. Bancroft.
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is. possessed either by Dr. Baneroft him-
self, or any of his physicians of © supe-
“ rior attainments,” has been imposed
upon by the tricks of these malingerers
Of this fact it would be easy to produce
the most incontestible evidence. A
physician or surgeon, whatever may be
his previous * scientific acquirements,” or
however well « grounded” in the Doctor's
" norder to de-
tect the arts of these malingerers, must

“ invaluable principles,

have been some time conversant in a
military hospital.

But the Doctor, as if aware of the
weakness of his argument, perhaps also
recollecting that his own skill had been
sometimes defeated by the artifices of
these malingerers, adduces another, T will
not say a better answer to the statement
in question. He tells you, that no pa-

tients are admitted into general hospitals,
who have not been sent thither by the

surgeons of their respective regiments ;
and that these malingerers must there-
fore have first imposed upon their own
surgeons.  Unfortunately, however, for
the validity of this argument, like some
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others of the Doctor’s, it is not founded
i fact.  And it is to me not a little sur-
prising, that Dr. Baneroft, even with his
slender acquaintance with military hos-
pitals, should advance so unqualified an
assertion.  Does not the general hospital
at the Isle of ‘ﬂ'igflt receIve p;lliuui.-i, who
have not been under the charge of a re-
gimental surgeon ? Has not this also
ft’:'t;l.h':llL_\.' been the case with the late
general hospital at Gosport? And has
it not been more or less the case, wher-
evVer a [,{l!ﬂf'['a! ho tal has existed ?  (Ge-
neral hospitals were proverbially the hot
beds of malingerers. When he rashly as-
serts, that the number of malingerers in
the whole army does not exceed fifty, the
statement must be pronounced by ever

military man too ridiculous to require
refutation.

The sixth and last head of evidence to
which the Doctor adverts, is the great
waste and profusion of exper with
which the establishment of general hos-
pitals has been attended. By adverting
to my evidence, Gentlemen, you will
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find, that the question proposed to me on
this subject regarded only the general
hospitals on the continent, and to this
question I gave a specific answer: but
that the expense of these establishments
has in general been unnecessarily great, is
one of those facts, which no man ac-
quainted with them will venture to deny.
The Doctor, however, labours hard to
weaken this fact: and to induce a belief,
that the profusion of public money in
the medical department bas not been
greater, than the nature of the service and
a due regard to the healths of the men

rendered unavoidable. To impress this

belief, he briugs forward a string of ob-
servations, l'l'i[]l_‘ll”_\ caleulated to mislead
such of his readers, as are not acquainted
with the ;.ull_iﬁ(:l_, and to tli\]!lill',' his own
superior tenderness and humanity towards
the army. 1le tells you, that it s im-
possible to calculate the number of medi-
cal officers, and the quantities of hospital
stores, which may be necessary, especially
on foreign service. He tells you, what
no man will deny, that, as we cannot
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foresee the possible extent of sickness,
true wisdom will direct us to provide for
the worst. He' tells vou also, that we
ought rather to incur a superfluity of ex-
pense, than suffer men to perish by dedi-
i,'il'|1i'_\,' of medical aid. Al this would be
extremely fine and wery pertinent, if any
|'1'r['("|l|’.']|'|]|l'l|l nt‘c".(pi'ill.]i‘[ Ure wWere recoimi=
1|u‘:u|u|, which could militate Elg:!insd the
health or comfort of the army. All this
would - be very fine, if the sick sol-
dier either had been, or could have been
benefited by this profusion of expendi-
ture. This, however, was not the case:
there was a profusion of expense, which
could in no respect contribute either to
his health or to his comfort.  And, before
I dismiss this part of the subject, I must
take the liberty to observe, that there is
something extremely illiberal and insidi-
ous in 1r. Bancroft's observalions on
this point. They are intended evidently
to impress the public with a belief, that
it is our* wish to circumscribe the com-

* Tn this charge, he docs me the hovour to couple

me with Dires Borland I Jackson.
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forts of the army, to deny the sick the
necessary medicines, and Yo introduce
a system of economy incempatible with
the welfare of the troops, and repugnant
to the common feelings of humanity.
That such, however, can be our inten-
tion, no intelligent man will for a mo-
ment believe.  What rational motive can
we bave for curtailing the accommoda-
tions and comforts of those committed to
our t']]'.n':_{('." Is such a plan subservient
to our interests:  Would it advance our
reputation?  Would it be consistent with
our duty? In short, will Dr. Baneroft
inform us, what motive could prompt us
to recommend a system as repugnant to
humanity as it is irreconcileable with the
acknowledged principles of human ac-
tion? No man surely can feel a deeper
interest in whatever concerns the health
and comfort of the soldier, than he who
has tented with him in the field, has
shared in his hardships, witnessed his de-
|:1'i\'atjm|.~t,:1lul has known his services.
The Doctor next asserts, that I af
firmed in e nce that the medical esta-
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blishment of the Indian army in Egypt
wis t\ull}' 1'{1t1|p|;l.|_'|1l to the care of their
own sick. Here is another of his unac-
countable mis-statements. A reference to
my evidence will convinee any reader, the
Doctor himself perhaps excepted, that 1
made no such assertion., He affirms also,
¢ that the Indian army was generally
¢ kept together in healthy stations, and
b Rilﬂll.'l'l'(l \"'l“\' !l[th' S.Iﬁ:l"-ll.l.'."n‘i.“ II.I].“g l'!-
c.q;m”_\' untrue, unless those stations can
l)l' ll!_'f'l]l('f! ]It'lltt]i}" \l'hl_‘l"l‘ !"].‘ig“l'. or
(}]:l::hulmi;; were neverabsent ; and where
one-fourth of the army was at one time
confined by illness. Ile says, * that I
“ have totally forgotten the dismay,
“I]i{'!L I!E'|'\"¢L(E[_‘(l tl]{' "Il'llll(.'i.ll Unil'l'l\i ur
the Indian army from the Highest
to the lowest, when the plague was
officially reported by him to exist in

‘ one of the regiments composing that
army, and though that regiment was
myown." I have indeed furgotten it, if
that canbe forgotten, which never existed.
The plague, Gentlemen, made 1ts first

appearance in two hospital servants of
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the 85th regiment. Dr. Bancroft was
ordered to visit them; he did so, and---
never saw them afterwards. | That some
apprehensions of thespread of this discase,
and its fatal consequences, might have
been created by this discovery, is very
possible.  Should the plague appear in
St. George's it[)ﬂ!:jhﬂ, I dare say the Doc-
tor: would be somewhat alarmed, if not
for himself, at least for his patients.  But
that any sensation, like: dismay, was ex-
cited, I have no recolléction; and I am
confident, that no such feeling existed
among the medical officers of the Tndian
army.

He tells you also, * that I have for-
“ gotten the embarrassment it (the

reated, and the difficultics of

# procuring any of these gentlemen to
assume * the post of fonour,’ and the ul-
timate necessity imposed upon the Bri-
tish general hospital establishment,
of taking the sole charge of the plague

¢ patients of the  BEast Indiun army.”’

When first I read this paragraph, I was

utterly confounded. I could hardly ere-

a7
dit my own senses. I read it again; and
I could not help exclaiming, ¢ the Doc-
tor here vutdoes himself! I have al-
ready had occasion to expose several of
his mis-statements : what character, or
what name, shall be attributed to the one
which is immediately before us, you
yourselves shall be able to judge. As
soon as the plague was discovered in the
88th regiment, it becaime necessary, with-
out defay, to provide one or more recep-
tacles for patients afflicted with this dis-
ease, and likewise to appoint medical
officers for attending these patients. Now,
it is to be observed, that, antecedently to
lhi‘i L'\'<'|]l\ Oy l]lt'l!il':il lht:ll?liF1L|"L'|]l h'.l.(l
been strengthened by the accession of

some | | mates, who lad been sent

ot to us by the British government ; and

when the plague made its first appear-
ance, these Gentlemen were domg duty
with us. Immediately on the disease
being discovered P ¥ hen at the
head of the assembled the medical
officers of the In , and informed
them, that the appointments to the pest
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houses should be determined by fof, that
a given number of the first drawn, as cir-
eumstances might require, should first
take the duty, and that, in case of any of
their deaths, the vacant places should be
filled, according to the order of the ballot.
Agreeably to this arrangement, the names
of the medical oflicers of our army,
amounting to about sixteen, with those
of the hospital mates already mentioned,
:|.JU]U|]:_'|.|H\'_E to the British establishment,
and amounting to five or six, were put
into a hat, and drawn h_'.' lot in the usual
manner. The precise number of each
establishment, and the order in which
they were drawn, not having the doeu-
ments in my possession at present, I can-
not now with certainty recollect. But
to this I pledge myself, that if there be

any error in this statement, respecting the

former of these two points, the error
must be so trifling that it may be deemed
evanescent.

Soon afterwards, the plague appearing
also in the British army, a part of their
staff, in conjunction with the others, was

49

ordered to attend in the several pest-
houses. I mean not to dissemble, that
M. Price also very early volunteered his
valuable services ; and that latterly, Dr.
Buchan, in a manner the most magnani-
mous and disimterested, rendered the most
essential service to the army, |}}' volun-

. tarily ||1|[lt'ri:!|{ing this most dangerous

duty.  But it deserves your attention,
Gentlemen, that during the whole of this
time, the Indian establishment never
failed to furnish its full (:nlltis]gt-ni of me-
dical officers. It deserves yourattention,
that the first medieal officer that entered
a |‘.1'-i[’—iltm.-|~, ]1i'|l1|1:_:f'tl not to the Bri-
tish, but*to the Indian establishment.
The gentleman T allude to is Mr. Tho-
mas, who, I believe, is now in London,
This being the case, T leave it to you to
determine, how far Dr. Bancroft is jus-
tified in asserting, that the British hospi-
tal ‘establishment took the sofe charge of
the plague patients of the Indian army.
I leave it to vou ta estimate the correct-
ness of that' man's statements, who has
either inadvertently or wilfully advanced
E
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an assertion so totally unfounded.. And,
is this the man whom, in the prosecu-
tion of your important inquiries, it was
your duty to consult? Is this he, who
vainly enough insinuates his own supe-
rior competency to counsel and instruct
youi  Is this the man who, himself,
loaded with errors, arrogantly assumes
the province of correcting your's, prok
pudor,—-hominis stultitiom.

I will not fatigue your patiepce by
any animadversions on the observations,
which he has. off: an  the medical
establishment of the India Company.
I dismiss them with simply remarking,
that they are both illiberaly and un-
founded. The officers of that esta-
blishment are men truly respectable, and
in evidence of their talents, their zeal
for knowledge, and scientific acquire-
ments, [ need only appeal to the volumes
of the Asiatic Researches.  Whatever
he himself may feel, I haye no hesita-
tion in saying, that to be compared to
such men, would reflect no dishonour
on Dir.. Bancroft.
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Before I conclude, Gentlemen, T must
once more refquest your permission to
address myself to Dr. Bancroft. You
have said, Sir, * that you do not wish
* to excite painful recollections in the
“ minds of those who served with the

Indian army, and that you therefore

¢ ahstain from |]ll,:|!1,i|mil1'_f any more of
the occurrences of that period,” of
ch yousay, * I must admit that you
“ had personal knowledge.” Away with
such dark and assassin-like insinuations.
Speak out like a man.” I am fully pre-
pared to meet you. I challenge you to
state any one circumstance, which can
occasion me the least pain on recollec-
tion.  And to compel you, if possible,
to accept this challenge, I thus publicly
declare, that, unless you do speak out,
I shall regard you in no better light,
than that of a malignant and dastardly
ASSARSIN.

It would be endless to pursue this
writer through all the mis-statements in
his letter. T haveendeavoured to repel,
and I trust suceessfully, every attack,

E 2




50

which he has made upon myself. I have
now only, Gentlemen, to request your

forgiveness for baving trespassed on your

patience, and addressing to you this my
hasty production.

I have the honpur to be,
with much respeet,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
JAMES M‘GRIGOR,

May 30¢h, 1808,

POSTSCRIPT.

Ox reviewing my evidence delivered
before you, I find only one mistake,
which it may be necessary to correct.
I stated that the medical staff which
came from the Cape of Good Hope to
accompany the Indian army, consisted
of between twenty and thirty. By
this statement, I have since understood,
that T have considerably overrated the
number. The error, however, no wise
affects the general question.

As material documents, I have here
added a letter from Mr. Bruce, now
surseon to the B8th regt. relative to the
time that regiment was in the island
of Grenada; and an abstract of the
total sick and deaths of the army in
Great Britain, for every month from May
1807 to April 1808. As this return
exhibits the sick and deaths in general,
as well as in regimental hospitals, with
the proportions which they bear to each
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other, it will elucidate materially one pact
of my statement. I obtained this docu-
ment from the records of the Army
Medical Board, in consequence of the
orders -of his Royal Highness the Com-
mandér'in Chief and 'the Secretary at
War.
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Gravesend, 25th May, 1808.
Sik,

Ix reply to your letter of the 22d
inst. which, on account of our regiment
being now on-its march to Essex, only
reached me this morning, I beg to in-
form you that the detachment of the
85th regiment, under the late Major
Houstoun, which you, as well as myself,
accompanied in the West Indies, em-
barked at Barbadoes in the Expedition,
of 44 guns, on the 28th of Febriary,
1796, and landed, together with detach-
ments of the 10th and 25th foot, under
Brigadier General Mackenzie, at St.
George’s, Grerada, on the dth March
following.

The renewal of military operations
against the posts in possession of the
enemy, in the interior of the island, took
place, as far as my memory reaches, on
or about the 20th March. But as a
reference to the public dispatches on this
:iuhju_'r.'i. transmitted to gt}\':-]':1|al[flat b_'!r'
Brigadier General Nicholls, who then
commanded, is easily practicable, the
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matter may be established beyond the
possibility of doubt.

The detachment of the 88th, together
with part of the 8th and 68th foot, em-
barked at Grenada, 1 think, on the 19th,
and sailed for St. Kitt's on the 20th July
following. T am positive that this em-
barkation took place later than is stated
in yourvolume, published in 1804.  Am-
ple documents are now in my possession,
writfen while T was in the West Indies,
which can be [)I'(}l]ll:‘td, if necessary,
to substantiate the above statement.

I am,
Sincerely your's,
N. BRUCE,
Surgeon First Batt. 88th Regt.
T De. M'Gricor,

Deputy Inspector of Hospitals,
British Coffee House, London.

a7

Apstract of the Moxtiury Retvans

of Sick and DEATHS i the Anvy in

GreEatr Britaix, fiom May 1807 to
April 1808.




AN

£XPOSURE AND RETUTATION,

&e. &e.




AN
EXPOSURE AND REFUTATION
VARIOUS MISREPRESENTATIONS
oM e e
DR. M'GRIGOR axp DR, JACKSON,
IN THEIR SEPARATE LETTERS

T0 THE

Commiggioners of Bilitary Enquirp ;

INTERSFERSED WITH FACTS AND 0ISERTATIONS CONGERNING

MILITARY MOSFITALS AND MEDIgAL ARIANGEM ENTS

FOR ARMIES,
Trmse———p
By EDWARD NATHANIEL BANCROET. M.D.

FELLOW OF TIE RBeYAL COLLEGE oy FHYEICTANS,

PHYSIGIAN T0 113 MAJESTY'S PORCES, AND

TO 5T. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.

—_—

LONDON &
FRINTED FOR T, CADELL AND W. DAVIES,
STRAND.

1808,
W. Flint, Frinter, 00 Bailey.




ADVERTISEMENT.

Aq the name of Dr. MGregor was men.
tioned in my Letter to the Commiffioners of
Military Enquiry, and as doubts may arife
whether Dr. M‘Grigor, whofe name occurs
frequently in my prefent publication, be the
fame individual, I think it neceflary to obviate
fuch doubts, by ftating that I formerly {pelt
the name as I found it fpelt by himfelf in &
volume of which he was the author, and
which was publifhed in the year 1804, under
the title of ©* Medical Sketches, &e. ;" cob-
cluding that, as children are commonly taught

the orthography of their own DAmMES foon

after they begin to read and write, the author

of a medical work could not have been de-

ficient in the earlieft part of childith learning ;
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and therefore that the fubftitution of the
vowel i for the vowel ¢ which I found in that
author’s name, as printed in the Fifth Report
of the Commifioners of Military Enquiry,
muit have been an error of the prefs, or of
the Secretary to the Commiffioners. It ap-
pears, however, that I have erred in this
conclufion, and that Dr. M'Grigor had not
in the year 1804, learned, or decided upon,
what he now employs as the orthography of
his name, which I have for this time adopted,
hoping that he will henceforth adbere to it,
and that I may not have any thing more to
learn or unlearn on this fulje.

In the fame Letter I connefled the title
of Do&or to the name of Borland ; but as the
diftinétion of Mr. will be found in conjunc-
tion with that mname, in this publication,
and as doubts may arile whether one and the
fame perfon be meant in both publications, I
think it proper to remove fuch doubts by
an affirmative declaration ; and to ftate that my

reafons for naw withholding the title of Doétor

from him may be found at e 81 of this work.

vii
I have divided the following pages into two
parts, placing my anfwer to Dr, M*Grigor's
Letter in the firl, becaufe it was nearly
finified before I faw Dr. Jackfon’s Letter,
which is therefore made the fubjeét of the

fecond part beginning at page 73.
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produced. T have no with to infinute any thing againfl
the integrity or the indafiry of the gentleman who is the
wbjedt of thefe encomiums, but unlefs Dr. M*Grigor has
attempted withaud fuceefs to corrupt his integrity by offcrs
fo great that no greater can ever be made, or unlels he
knows that this has been attempted unfuccefifully by
fome other perfon (which I do not believe,) it muft be
evident that he can have no fufficient authority for this
fort of adulatizn, which would Better become a fyeophant
than one who like D, M‘Grigor (at p. 5.) pretends that,
**in independence of fpirit he will not yield to any man ;"
and it may be prefumed that Mr. Knight has been very
little gratified by an anneceffary piece of flattery to him-
felf,which was probabily made to infinuate fome injurious
fufpicion refpecting his colleagues ; for he will doubtlefs
be ready to admic that their integrity has not been found
hitherto misre corruptible than his own, As to the
abufes here faid to have been remedicd, and the reforms
faid to have been produced, there may be other perfons
not lefs judicious than Dr. M‘Grigor, who believe that
thofe terms of “ reforms” and % abufes,” are, in feveral
inftances at lealt, applied to wrong objeéls, and thatan
interehange might ofien be made of them with much pro-
priety. The late Mr. Burke, in his Refleéfions on the
Revolution in France, has faid with great truth thag ©
fpirit of innovarion is generally the refult of a felfith rem-
per and confined views,” and I regret that I cannot ac -
count with more juflice for fome late innovations inthe
Medical Department of the army, nor for thofe which
Dr. Jackfon has been for feveral years o eager to intro-
ducetherein,  See Burke's Works, vol. 3, 4t0. p. 59.
In his fourth page, Dr. M*Grigor makes me the im-
mediate objeft of his animadverfion, and to evince his

5
candour, endeavours to reprefent it as problematical
whether [ flood * 6 " in writing my Letterto the
Commiffioners, or was not * linked with a party,” of
whom I hod fepped * fo

this notwithitand ¥ declaration

In his next page ¢ in rude terim
ing aoticed that general convefton of i
apinions, fc. be

Barland, w
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been fairly f
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They thould alfo be of fimilar ages, com tions,
habies, &« | s almoft impoffible though

two [peci s of holpitals were made equal, or the it

Yities balanced by ather circumitances tranquillity and]
fure for careful obifervation as well a: for the treatmer
the fick would be indifpenfably neceffary, nat only for one
fot of trials, but for feveral repetitions of fuch fefs, be-
fore any conclufion cou afely drawn 5 and therefi
nio credit is dué to the opiniens given by Dr. M Grigo
of the fuppofed difadvantages of general hofpitals on
continent in 1794 and 1795, duting the hurry of a

cult retreat, when the fick were expofed to a mul

of difadvantages and unavoidable privations 3 wh

wras neither leifure nor epportunity for obfervation,
more efpecially by a regimental furgeon ;  wh

faél there often were properly no regimental hofpitals

to ferve as a point of companifon, fec. and  yeo

preating the fick, a3 oppofed to thafe of the phyli
iment which he pret

yeader may fatisfy hir
M. Borland were ever i
d o
ry bet
fubjeéts like thofe on which 1hey pretend to give evidence,
about the comparative s of general ar imental

iy BE i necellary t hattheex per
though br. Borland w
pos’s obfervations (ifany can be faid te hawe b
in Flanders by men of whom one faw orlyreg
other only gencral Hofpitals) did wot 1aft mose than about halé
the time.
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fuch is Dr, M‘Grigor's confidence tl
tated when under oath 1o declare

ras certainly much greater in proport
than in the regim holpitals, and the expences
latter very moderate
have acknowledged himfelf
fidm the tranfa
1% he had then jult entered the army, ¢
1 hnowledge even of regimental
p- 46 and 47 of my Letter, that after all
ality of the treatment in general hofpi-
s on the Panacean treatment in the
regimental contained in the sth Report, it was natural to
conclude that at the prefent time, when the made of con-
Hudting the latter fpecies of hoffitals & fuppofed to be
brought to great perfetlion, the monality in them ought
to be very inconfiderable; efpecially as it is the duty of
the Infpector general of army hofpitals * to judge of
the propriety of the practice of regimental furgeons;
#nd of hiz affistant, Mr. Borland, to conduct the corre-
fpondence with thofe furgeons tpon al p 5"

1
tals, and the er

that if any charige, however, had been wrought in the mor-
tality among the army at home; it was not [ feared the
happy change we muft all devouly wifh; becaulz the
very lait monthly retorns (thofe made up to the acth
March 1858) had exhibited the deaths of hetween 4 and
§oo men in the four preceding weeks, a degree of mor-
tality which had then never occurred in this kingdom,
while the general hofpitals with all their alleged mif-
chiefs and abufes ifted ; that, anxious to obtain fome
correct information concerning the caufes of this morta-
lity, and the pretended fuperiority of the regimental
ever the general hofpital treatment, [ had applicd tothe

c
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Infpector General for ** permilfion to infpect, and Lo make
extracts from the returns in his office of the fick in the
n-;.;iml::nal. helpitals of this ifland during the lall fix
* and that Mr. Knighe had refufed my requeft,
faying ** that it was beyond his authority to give a fight
ofy, or to allew extracts from, the office documents [
fought;** although it appeared from a fublequent letter
written to me by the Deputy Secretary of war, that it had
depended folely on Mr. Knight® to grant the permiffion
I defired. In anfwer to this part of my letter, Dr,
M‘Grigor adduces as caufes of the great mortality to
which it alludes, fources of difeale, moft of which had
joccurred in the preceding years, and which at all events

months ;'

operated as much to the difadvantage of the general as
of the regimental holpitals, and he alfo grawitoufly af.
ferts that epidemic difeafes of a peculiar caft were gene-
rally prevalent, an afforiion which fince the time of Sy-
denham, who fetthe fathion, has been repeated, probably,
feveral times every year, by writers, who defire to gain
credit for obferving. what their cotemporaries have not
oblerved, and who, like Sydenham,were little acquainted
with the obfervations of their predeceffors.. He then
ftates, (torally forgetting that I had made every exertion
in my power to obitain information, and thar Mr. Kni

had withheld it from me)  that if the caufes fof that
martality) were known to me, 1 have by fuppreflion of
them, been guilty of the most culpable difingenuity, and
all that athers can fay is that I fuppreffed them only be-
caufe it fuired my purpofe.”  After this very unjufl im-

* Itappears that Mr. Knight conld afterwards readily give
te Dr. M Grigor the nfc ofthe official ducuments he had refufed
the fight of to me, with that of many uthers,
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putation he proceeds thus: * butas Dr, B:
brought forward this inftance of extreme mortalit
gimental hofpitals, asan abjeftion to their eff {hment,

ut the I0e of Wight s anlly now exil
fame period. This return Dre. Bancroft had ar

portunity of knowing; but if he did know i, for obvio
realons he thought it pradent to fupprefs at. I is right,
however, that v, gentlemen, and the public at large
thould be informed, that while maortality in the re-
gimental hofpitals, preat indeed I mull acknowled
was in the proportion of one out of fixteen, the mortality
in the general hofpital in the Hle of Wight, was not lefs
than one outof ten.”  Thar, far from having ** an eafy op-
ity of fecing the return in quefiien,” 1had no
ity at all, has been already thewn, and this faét
e would fuffice to pemove from me all lufpicion
of having fupprefled it, if the return were not itfe
il fently be feen,) of fuch a nature that I fh
much mare incline
with its contents, to produce ¢
is worthy of remark inthis place,
fo readily accufes me of the © moft culpable difis
in fupprefling documents, and who onght therefore
carefully guarded himfelf againft 2 fimilar fault, has ne-
verthelels, fur the p:||]::ar<: of deception, committed that
very fault ; for although, in order to fu he deficiency
with which he charges me, he profeifes toadduce * the re.
turn from the general hofpital at the 1le of Wight for rée
Samie peried,” ¢ for the month ending on the 2oth of March,
and ta eontrafl the mortality therein, yet he has fubilitut-
&d in its place the return for the fuccsdiagy mont h. Had
Dr, MrGrigor ftated the real mortality in the general
Ca
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hofpital for the period to which he fhould have confined
himfelf, confiftently with fairnefs and his own profellions,
he muft have admitted that it was much lefs tian that in
the regimental hofpitals; fince it appears from the tables
which Le has publifbed at the end of bis letter, that but
five patients died in the former out of 252, while 411
died in the latter out of 7,006, which is a mortality of
only about twenty in 1603 in the general hofpitals, but
of fifty-two in toco in the regimental; the propor-
tion being as, 19,9, 10 51,0, But he withed to reprefent
the refpedlive mortality in thofe hofpitals in a o
oppofite to the above, and therefore he makes no mention
“in his obfervations upon this fubjeét of the greater mor-
tality in the regimental hofpitals during the fome period,
bt adduces that of the fibfeguesr month, by which he
makes it appear that * while the mortality in the
mental hofpitals was in the proportien of cne out of
fixteen, it was not lefs than one oot of ten in the Ifle of
Wight general hofpital.” As Dr. M‘Grigor, when he
has brought his argument to this peint, exclaims with
much exultation, * what will Dr. Bancroft fay of this
comparifon ! prima facie at leaft it furnifties no ground
of triumph to the advacates for general hofpitals,” 1
fhall not hefitate to mention what I have to fay of it,
nor even to accept, a3 the ground for my reply, tha
which he has himfelf chofen for me, T mean the in-
creafed mortality at the army depit-hofpital (as the
general hofpital in the Ifle of Wight is ufually called)
during the month ending on the zoth of April, 1808, 1
faall only beg permiflion to premife feme explanations
concerning the nature of the cafes ufually received into
regimental and into general hofpitals, and alfo concerning
fome peculiarities of the depit-hofpital, becaufe without
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phtals is an argument againft the propristy of the medical
practice therein.  This is explained by the fiate in which
priients are fent into thefe holpitals, whofe difeafes ofien
have already proceeded to an incurable flage, and who,
2s will be proved, have fometimes but a few hours tolive,
after being admitted, [ have faid in p, 32 of my Letter,
* neither is it rare that regimental furgeons, having
patients in their own hofpitals whofe lives they defpai
of, fend them into the general hefpirals, fometimes when
there is danger of their expiring on the way, in onder
that their deaths may not happen in the holpital of the
regiment, and that the refponfibility thereof may atiact
folely tothe officers of the hofpital faff )" and although 1
had myfelf had abundant experience of the truth of this
fiazement, yei being aware how difagrecable the mention
of fuch a truth would prove to regimental furgeons like
Dr. M'Grigor, 1 had willingly, in order to confirm my
flatement, quoted the teflimony of Dr. Jackfon on this
fubjeét, who, from having himfelf been furgeon of a regi-
ment, and having ofien ftoed forth as the advecate of
regimental furgeons, was not likely to be fufpedted of
advancing any affertions o their pn'jlld:ﬂ:, without
fufficient foundamon. Dr. M'Grigor, however, in no-
ticing the above paffage has entirely paffed over the cor-
roborating evidence of Dr. Jackfin, ard treating the
faék as if it were unknown, and as if the truth of it
refted «nly wpon my authority, indulges himfelf with
calling it * a rafth affertion,” to which * he gives
not the fmalielt credit,” declaring ** the charge a
libel an the whole body of regimental officers.””  For
the correétnefs of my fatement 1 may appeal with confi-
dence to every medical officer, befides Dy, Jackfon, whe
has ferved even for & fhort time in general holpitals.
Several flaff and regimental medical officers with whem
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I have converfed fince the publication of my Latter,
have frankly owned that they have fametimes fent their
fick into general holpitalsin the manner fated. T have
aletter before me from Dr. Roberts, who was till lately
phyfician to the army, and ferved feveral vears in the
WetkIndics during the laft war, in which,{j .|ki‘|1 of the
fate in which paticntz were fent to the ral hofpital

atst Georpe'sin Grenada, while he had the fuperin-
tendance of
be fays chat

marifs, m

fhewn) in thole very * returns from the ge

tal of the Iz of Wight" to 2ath April 188, from w

he has calewlated the mortality therein as being in the pro-
portion of one out of ten patients, and which he mufl be
fuppofed to have feen before he could be enabled to make
that calculation,

But of all the general bofpitals, which are now, or
have at any time been eflablithed in any part of the
world, for the fick of the Britith army, there is no one
which islefs proper than this of the depdt at the 1fle of
Wight, to be made the fubjed of 2 comparifon with Re-
gimental hofpitals, for the purpofe af eftablifhing the jult
Propertion which the mortality happening in the latrer
Bears to that happening in general hofpitals. This un-
fitnefs for comparifon arifes from two caufes which da
ot belong in common to general holpitals, but are pe-
culiar o the depée hofpital. The firft of thefi peculi-
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aritiesis, that the laft.mentioned hofpital is principally
deftined to receive the fick of the dephit 3 and as its garrl-
fon chicfly confills of recruits and voluntesrs, Who in ge.
neral are extremely ignordnt or negligent of the means of
preferving their healths, and who aften have but juft re.
ceived their bounty money; aned not being under the wl-
al controul while it lafls, im!ulgc every i:ltemp:n:u paf-
fion ; or of foldiers who hive been invalided on accou
of age of infivmitics it is evident that fuch fubjeds ca
not fail tobe more liable to ficknels; and alfe o be
liable to ficknefs in 2 feverer degree than the foldiers of
regiments, who, befides being dilciplined, have al
alwars been felefied as robuftand healthy; fince all oth
are cither rejefied at fuft from the regiments; or difc
&d o iavalided, when they become unfit afterwards
aftive fervice : and it is likewife evident; for the fa
reafon, that the fick in the Depde hofpital are patients of
a defeription mucl lefs favourable to [uccefsful treatment
than thole who commaonly fall under regimental pradice
Tt is further to be remarked dhat of thefe fick recruits, of
invalids, the tar® enfes oniy are in general admirted inoo
the hofpiral, the reft (whe if they were with the regiment,
would mofl of them be received into the  regimental
pitals, and who commonly amount to about fixty)
for want of room in the hofpital, ;i{‘pi and treate
ke barracks, or at the out potts, and being'in fact o
dered’ as not belonging to the depit bolpital, and ac-
cordingly not: included in the fick retums of that hel-
pital. ‘The other peculiarity is that all deferiptions of
fick ‘e admicted inwo the depbt hofpital in alf Jlages of
difeafe, and at all petiods, from Ireland, Guernfcy and
Jerfey, from every foreign (tation, and from the thipping
at Spithead, Cowes, and Ryde, there being at this time a0
wiher general hofpital eftablithed on any part of the coalt

T

to recelve patients arriving from thofe flarions i and it is
of effential importance to remark that the chicf mortality
at the depdt holpital occurs, not among the Gick who
have been lent from the adjoining barracks, but among
thofe fant fram the thipping, &c. of whom, moflt of the
wales of acute difeafe are biought in too advanced 1 flage,
and moft of thofe of chronic difeafe have been previoufly
difcharged from hofpitals abroad as worn out by pulmo-
nary confumption, dyfeq ery, vileeral ob ﬂruéium‘, or
"(‘I'J[I]llllu::!. cancereus or [yphilitic affecrions 3 and being
conlidered as generally incurable, have been fent hame
to linger cut the remaining fow weeks or - months of their
lives in the hofpital atehe Te of Wighe.

Aficr this explanation it mult be unfair and indeed ab-
h.!rd to compare the depiit holpital with regimental hof-
pitals, and il more fo to found the comparifon wholly
upon the numbers of the fick and of the dead in thefe twa
fpecies of efablilhments, becween which there is o great
a dillimilarity in the defeription of the fick admitted inta
gach, The reader will therefore be able toeilimate juitly
thecandour of Dr. M*Grigor in bringing into com parifon
hofpials which are deftined for fuch different pure
pofes,

The table which I now fubjoin will exhibit the
number of patients who dicd in the depfit hofpiral, during
the month ending on the twentieth of April, [which Dr,
M:Grigor unfairly fubflituted for that of M::n:-hj and
Wlfo their difeafes, the length of time they had been in
the balpital previoufly to their deaths, Ihc‘p]:l‘ﬁ whence
l!“:r were fenr, and the diforder which terminared theic
h"'li‘-k.- For the aceuracy of this table I can pledge myfelf,
38 1tis founded upon,and a great part of it copied verbatim
hum, authentic documents.

D
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By the foregoing table it will be perceived that of the
twenty-four patients who died in the depdt hofpital
during the month ending on the soth April, cnly five
had been fent from the barracks at Parkhurfl, to which it
is attached, the remainder having been received from
oeher quarters, viz. fourteen from diftant out.pofis, and
five from traniports ; alfo that of thefe twenty<four, not
lefs than ane half died wichin three days from the
of their admiffion, viz. Phillips, Fair, King, Eil;
thaw, Grift, Beadle, Warden, London, Watfo aylor,
and Ratborn, which interval it will doubtlefs be allowed
is in general much too fhert to afford any probable
chance of fuccels from: the treatment

time

Ram-

of jmen  fent
under fo many difsdvantages, and in fo advanced a
fage of their diforders ; and. it will farther be perceived
that of thefe twelve not fewer than fix (thofe whofe
names are the firlt mentioned) died on the very day they
were admitted, and three others on the day Fu]lmring
their admiffion : thele fafts, while they prove how little
the mortality happening ina general hofpiral can be deem-
ed a proof of improper medical praflice therein, will alfo
fully confirm my flatement concerning  the hopelefls con-
dition in which patients are often received into general
hofpitals.

e will likewife be obferved that there were thirteen of
thafe twenty-four patients wha are flated 1o have died of
prcumonia, and that ten of the thirteen were fent from
the outpofls ; and it is proper io mention fome particu-
Tars concerning thzfe laff.  The barracksat Parkhurit,
which generally contain about 1700 men, being infuffi-
cient for the accommodation of all the recruits, invalids,
&e. conflituting the garrifonof the depét, the remainder
of the men, who amounted,during the peried in queftion,

Da
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onin averaze to about 160a, were quantered ar Sandown
and ather cutpolls, where they were lodged principally in
ill-confiruéted barng, many of them flanding in expofed
fitwations and near’ fwampy grovdds, buildings which
werc cerizinly very lictle adapeed for the prevention of
difeafe,efpecially during a feafen unufually inclement.In
thefe mifcrable quarters the men were cxremely crowded;
they were alfo placed at a diftanee from their officers,
and they had beiidesan cafy accefs to [pirituous liquors §
ard under thefe eireumflances they readily contradted
and communicated difeafe. Difperfed too in detached
and diftant buildings, mahy men were attacked, efpecial-
ly by the prevailing diforder, pneumonia, and were left
through their own negligence, or that of the nen-com-
millioned officers, feveral days before they were reported
ill to the medical afficers; moreaser, as thete was neither
hafpital accommodation, nor the dther means at the out
poits,which were requifise for the fuitable treatment aof the
more fevere cafes, it became neceflury to remove them to
the depist hofpital, and during this removal their affedions
were aggravated by expolisre in very unforiunate weather,
by the motion of the carriages, and by the lofsof fome
valuable time in their treatment 5 nor were thefe 211 the
caufes which operated againft their recovery,for it is fated
in theofficial retarns, “that upon an anatomical examina-
tion of many of thole cafes of pneumoniay it was afcer-
tained that there had been an affeftion of the lungs of long
flanding, which clu'iu-g to the feverity of the weather, was
rapidly brought 1o a fatal conclufion,” and thisis 2 con-
fideration whach for reafuns already mentioned, cannot
be offercd in behalf of the majority of cafes of pneumo-
nia which proved fatal in the regimental hofpitals during
the fame fealon.,

21

After thefe explanations it will perbaps be thought
thateniough has been faid to remove the unjuft imprel-
fion, which D, M‘Grigor endeavoured to fix in the
minds of his readers, concerning the treatment of the fick
in'the Ifle of Wight hofpital, by adducing the monthly
return of the 20th  April which be well knew would be
remarkably unfavourable in appearance to that efiablith-
ment.. Buralthough no fair comparifon can be inflituted
berween holpitals fo difimilsar in the modt important
points as that of the depBt and thofe of regiments, T (hall
beg permiffion, inorder w place things in a more joft
lighe than tiat in which they muit be placed if only
their refpedtive returns for a fingle month be compared
together, 1o lay before the reader a table containing the
numbers of the fick and the dead in both {pecies of holpia
tals during the twomonths wh receded and thofe which
followed the month of April felefted by Dr. M'Grigor,
as thofe numbcrs were ftated in the monthly retarms pres
fented by the army medical board to the commander in
chief, with the correthon already noticed of twenty-four
inftead of twenty-five deaths in the depdt hofpital during
the month ending the 2oth April,

i baipeh. | lnBipothorp.

Periods of the retarns. —
e, | sick, 1 ad

——

For the moath ending onthezoth
Februasy }
L8 aothMarch!

| ook 2921! 256] 18
| 7g06| 4n1f 250 g
Do, goth .‘\fm'l 27651 4720 245 24

De. 2oth May | 6733 asill 2230 7

D. aoth June!| 6455 1401 2'2%’1 5

2o b i

Total during the five months 3663l 566] 1203l 52
By making an average of the numbers in the above




eoluming, and comparing their refpeive refults, it wilt
be found that the proportion of the deaths to the fick
is the fame in beth fpecies of hofpitals, (viz. forty-thres
deaths out of one thonfand fick} with the very fligh dif.
ference of one in twe hundred asd fixty deaths, which
howeveris in favour of the depdt bofpital. But although
the mortality thus appears equal, yet on confidering the
difimilarity of the circumflanees under which it took
Place in each, on recollecting that in the depie hofpital
nonebut ferious cales of difeale are admirted, and that of
thefc a confiderable number are fene either ina d -
an_incarable flate, and thatin the regimental hofj

on the contrary; the fick lift is fwelled by numeraus fligh
cales, and the patients are almoft uniformly received
and treated at the very commencement of Ll-n:i: difor-
ders, the reader will probably feel it but reafonabie
and jult to conclude that the impostant eomparative
difadvantages auending the former, could not have

counterbalanced, nor the proportion of deaths in e have
been prevented from grealy furpafling that in the lateer,
otherwife than by the mare Proper treatment which the
fick in the depée hofpital received ; and for this they
have been indebted to the fuperior profeffional ability of
1ts® medical officers, and to the benefits of the g{'n-tr.'_i

* Dr. M'Grigor thought it ** incumbent on him," wh
makllllghis very unfair ftatement of 1he mertality “in the d
hefpital during the month ending en the soth of April, *¥ 1o d
clare that he knows Drs. Moore and Lempricre, who are in
charge af this hafpital,1o be men af luperior t.iil:n.lla Ercat atte
tion, and of no commen degree of miedical fci:;lte.': [
Towever fincerelyintended 1o do jultice o thele 1w off
waould either have abffained from comparing cflabl
differcay from each otheryor in making the comparifon,
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hofpital fyftem;™ a [yllem which the commiMioners of
military enquiry, mifled by a few interefted individuals,

have reprefented as injurious to the fervice and fit to be
abolifhed.

It will probably be objetted that five months are too
fhort a fpace for fuch a comparifon as [ have made, and
I do mot mean to maintain the contrary, but befides the
difficulty of fixing upon any period which fhall be free
from objection, 1 have not the requifite means of making
a proper comparifon for a long term, having been refufed
by Mr. Knight even the fight of the official retarns in his
poifelion. Dr.M*Grigor has perhaps intended to employ,
arthe dgfis of fuch a comparilon, the fpace of twelve
months, viz. from May 1807 to April 1808, for which
be has given atthe end of his publication the monthly
numbers of the fick, and the deaths,in the regimental hofe
pitals,and in the Ifle of Wight general hofpital refpective |
Iy, taken as he flates from “ the monthly returns of fick
and deaths in the army of Great Dritain,”  According to
his table it appears that during thofe twelve months the
fum of the fick in regimental hofpitals was 61,585, of

whom 1,687 died, and that the fum of the fick in the de-
pat bofpital was 2,647 of whom 129 dicd, and from thefe
fams he calealates the proportion of mortality to have

have explained the principal differences between them, fo asta
greatena unjuitimpreflions on the fubjedt,and to leave the me.
tite of thefe gentlemen to reft on their peal groands,

equally neglected each of thefe alternatives, be

fich intentions | and the fole objeft of his compli=
ment wag to perluade the reader that the me ty in general
bofpicals, muftalways greatly exceed ol ental, fince ig
%id fo in the dept befpisal, under phy

Elor talents,™ e
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been ae one in thirty-one in the former and asione in
twenty and a halfin the latier. On the aceuracy of his
numbers, I eannot catirely depend, becaufie I find that he
has erred in flating the deaths of the depdt hofpiml 1o
have amounted only to rag, although in reality they
amounted to 137, during the period which 1 prefume him
to have meant, viz. from the 210 April 1807, to 20th
April 1808 inclufive. 1 therefore conceive that the pro=
portion of the mortality is afually as one in nineteen, fup-
pofing the fum of the fick to have besn what he flates,
2,647; to the correfinefs of which Ihowever cannot fpeak,
Bur admitting his sther calculations to be juft, and the
maortality in the regimental hofpitals to have been only
one in thirty.one, or thiry-two in 1gco, while in
the depdt hofpital it was one in nineteen, or fifty-two
in 1oca, (which is certainly aproportion very diffimilar
from that afforded by the retoms of the five months
lately given), the reader will not, T am perfuaded, think
that this refult can materially invalidate the obfervations
jult made in regard to the fuperior treatment of the
patients in the lanier eftablithment, when he is informed
thatof ther37 patients who died therein during the interval
fpecificd, a very fmall part, not excerding twenty-five nor
perhaps twenty, had been fent from Parkhurft barracks X
that many of the remainder had been received in a dying
fPate, like & great part of thofe admitted in the mon:h of
April, and that sot fowerthan iy frven of thefe men dind
of pulmenary confumption, nearly the whole of whom
came from foreign fations, and were brought in the con-
firmed or incurable flage of this malady = for certainly
thedepdt hofpital will not be decmed chargeable with a
mortality which was the unavoidable confequence of

an

fach caufes, aperating upon fubjects removed beyond any
poffible cantroul of it al officers.

Such are the remarks which, in comp e with the
call made on me by Dr, M‘Grigor, it has feemed necefa
fary to fubmit concernin Ifle of Wight hofpital®
and to thefc I Mhall only add a few others, which the
importance of this fubjeét to the welfare of the fick foldier
demands, On referring to the extra® from Dr. M*Gri-
gor's book at the beginning of this fedtion, it will be feen
that when he adduced ther
pare it 1 the returns of the regimental b

fpoke of the former as Being ** theonly general hofpital

now cxilling” in this country. In 7 this he hasad-

ded one more to his already too n

there being another, the York holpital 3

if he had been at all defirous of a fair comparife fmoT-

tality, between a general hofpital, and the regimental

holpitals, was much more. fit to be made the fubjeét of

that compariion than the dep

much lefs lia

are the chief af e af ble number

of the deaths i eliab ent, 1 faircom-

parifon was not ;i efor fors

ward fo accule ck returns for

April, which in f:

Bot in exiflence w

ally in the prefs, has av

hofpital, although it isfir y purpafe of com=

parifon a Leveral b al, finee it s co ly receiving

fick foldiers from all regiments,

ammy phyfician, by ftaff-lurge

bofpital mates, as is ysual wi e hofpatals,

circumilances of which Dr, M'Grigs not poffibly
E
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be ignorant, efpecially as the York halpital is now un-
der the immediate fuperintendance of Mr. Knighe, in
whale office he was furnifhed with all the returnsand in

formation it afforded. Thit hofpital has, itis true, recent-
Ty undergone fome change in a part of ite eftablifhment,
and has been placed, probably by way of experiment, on
what is improperly ealled the regimental plan, i ¢. on
a reduced fcale of officers and fervants, &e. a plan which
at firll firuck almoft every perfon acquainted with gene-
ral hofpitals as full of inconvenience, and which 1 under=
fland every day's experience has fince fhown to be ina
grearmealurs impradlicable, as well as inadequate to the
ends for which peneral hofpitals were defigned § but this
change has not inany refpect aliered its original objett
and nature, for it has continued to receive fick loldiers
genterally, and to be attended by nearly the fame Raff offi-
cers and the fame fervanis as before; and it is therefore
in every jult fenfe of the word as truly a general hofpital
as formetly, and as fuch ought to have been ac leaft com-
prehended, if not folely introduced into Dr, M*Grigor’s
comparifon. It was not, however, a fair but aspe-
cious eomparifon which'he defired to {ubmitto his rea-
der; and with this motive he did not feruple to fupprefs
the return of the York hofpiral that he might be enabled
to ftate,as the refult of his plaufible comparifon for April,
“ thar while the morality in the regimental Iml’pir:.'s..
greatindeed he muft acknowledge, was in the proportion
of one out of 16, thatin the general hofpital in the 19l of
Wight was not lefs than 1 out of 10 ;" whereas, if he had
candidly noticed the other return, he would have been un-
der the mortifying neceity'of adding that in the gcm.-r:ll
bofpital ar Chelfea the moreality was in the'proportion of
1 out of 159, i. e. was feven times and an half lefs than

a7

i his favourite regimental hofpitals,  Not withing how-
ever to take any undue advantage of the return of a fingle
month, 1 shall here give the numbers of the fick and the
deaths in the York hofpital for the five months ending on
the 2oth of June: 1808, that they may be compared with
tholc already adduced for the fome periods.

Period of the retums,

I] TV ek gen i

#or the month ending on the 20th February | 134
Do, anth March 104
Do anth April | 119
Da. 20th May 127 |
Do. 2nth June I

Tolal number during the Gve monthsl 556 | 14

By reducing the above numbers to the fame ratio as
thofe of the former table, it will be found that the propor-
tion of mortality in the York Holpital during thefe five
sonths was only as 24 deaths in 1ooo, while in the other
Hoﬂ'piﬁ]s it was as 43 in 1009, or inother words that it
was in the former, compared with the lauer, rather lefs
than in the fmall proportion of 4 to7, Moreover,as I
felt it right to notice the proportion of mortality in the
latter hofpitals during the 12 months ending on the 2oth
April 1808, as adduced by De. M*Grigor, | think it equally
ight to fiate that alfoin the York hofpital during thefame
fpace.. The aggregate of the numbers of the fick thergin
as mentioned in the monihly returns for that period
amounts to 1062 ; and the aggregate of the deaths to 135
which. fums, being reduced to the fame ratio with the
former numbers, give the proportion of mortality as 12
in goog.in the York holpital, while it wasas 32 in (000,
in the rigimental bolpitals, Hence B refults that al-

Ez
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though the York hofpital, like other gemeral hofpitals,
receives principally grave cafes of difeafe, and is
therefore uhder great difadvintage in this relpeft when
compared with the regimental bofpieals, in which nu-
merous flight cafes arce always to be found, the mortaliy
in it is o that in the regimental hofpitals, as only three
to eight.  Thefe numbers and proportions, therefore, if
they fhould not be thought to decide completely the
queflion atiffue, will at lealt point out the.degree of ere-
dit due to Dr. M*Grigor’s aflertion that, *¢ out of any
given number fent tothe general holpital, and an e
number in the fame difeale and the fame flages of it, re-
tined in the regimental hofpitals, @ much Jarger propor.
tion of the former than of the later fell vid

eafe.” (page 7 of his Leteer); and they may farther
indicate the elfential fervices which well appointed gene-
ral holpitals are capable of rende !
very unfair mode o in whichDr M Grigor las proce

ed in his endeavour to reprefent general holpitals as per-
picious and unneceary, will probably be deemed an ar.
gument that he was unable to arvaign’ thofe efiublifhments
upon any liberal and jufl grounds, netwithftanding all
the official facilitics which be reecived for that pur-
pole,

In p. 13. Dr. M*Grigor endeavours, but without fue-
eefs, to excufe himfelf for having advanced a very dif-
graceful charge againft the regimental furgeons who
ferved in the Britifh army on the continent in' the years
1794 and 1705, i. e that of having negle@ed'their duty
and become carelels about the fick of their regiments,be-
caufe thefe latter had been fent to general “hofpitals,
.accurrﬂng to the invariable ufage, not only of Britifly
but of otier European armies, in fimilar cireumftances :

i dccount for this alle [ he  reprefdnts
medical men s being of an irritabile genus'” thinks
thiveo be a Rufficien: reafon for * difarisfadtion o
goft,” in the ‘regimental, furgeons, on ace the cul
tomary ‘and “at that time neceffary vemoval of their fick
to'the ‘pencral itals ; ‘a removal which even Dr,
Tuekfon feprefents them as being fometimes improperly
defirotis of promot
trouble and e ¥
their own care. (r8as. P !IE.;I
At poo 14 he afferts’ thiie 'in 1794/ the generality of
regimenial furgeens were of confiderable fland ngin‘the
fervice, and ‘many of them were looked up to for pro-
feffional ability, &' OF the truch of this obfervation
regarding th length of fervice, he might have given
Himielf as an inftance; havy ng firlt entered; the army in

rtorid themielves of the

ping the fick unter

that very year; and of their profeffional ability an vee
eount may be found in the Obfervations laely p.uhjilhcﬂ
by the Surgeon-general, p.18.

In p. 15 he charges me with Baving mifreprefented
(At page 48 of my Leter) the account given by Dir. Jack-
fon ‘of the mortality from fever in the 88th regiment
during the compaign’ of 1794 in Flanders, and having
thus “ betrayed either wilful ignerance, or a ftudjed
defircto miflead,” 8. Toafeertnin the injuftice of this
charge, let it be remembered that Dr. Jackfon in

the ehapter to which I referred (wi pretending

to flate his precife words) had undertaken o pive g
thert biflory of the origin

ver, as it appeared in different divifions of th b ar-
my,” &, ; and at p. 21, he had mentioned ver

“Aarly the mortality occafioned by this fever in
‘and3 8 regiments, adding that © it was e

15 fe-
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and as he no where elfe mentions any other regiment in

which it appears to have been fo great, I naturally confi-
dered him as reprefenting this to be the greatef mortalicy
which occurred in the Brith grmy at that time 3 and |
have as yer no reafon fo fulpedt that I was miftaken, fince
even Dr. M*Grigor, withall his alacrity 1o contradich,
has not ventured to mentionany ather regiment in which
the mortality. Was fo great as in the 8oth and 88th ; and
I know that a very general belief exifts in the army that
the B8th regiment was particularly unfortunate in refpedt
of great and almoft conflant ficknels during the laft war ;
i. &, while Dr. M'Grigor was furgeon to that regiment,
But cven by the leaft fayourable confiruftion, the utmoft
difference between Dr. Jackfon's flatement and mine is
only thar which may be fuppofed to exift between the
*¢ greateft: mortality,’” (which  expreflion does not, like
Dr.Jackfon's, necefarily imply that the deaths werevery
numerous) and a degree of mortality which was * ex-
ceeddingly great ;" and of this difference Dr. M Grigor i
at Full liberty toavail himfelf.

I come now to one of the moft libellovs parts of Dr.
M* Grigor's pamphlet, I mean that which relates to the
tranfaftions at Grenada in the year 17963 and herel
muft beg my readers to recolleét that the 84th regiment,
was one of thofe which embarked and failed for the Welt
Indies about the end of the year 1795, under the com-
amand of Sir Ralph Abercrombiy, and which were order-
ed firft to Barbadoes, (as the place of rendezvous) where
the greateft pare of this force arrived, and failed again on
the 23rd of April 1796, agsinft the ifland of St, Lugia,
which capitulated on the 25th May following. Afrer
thiz capture, the Britith army, excepting the troops
Jeft to occupy the various pofts in St. Lucia, was divided
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into two parts, of which one was fent to St. Vincent's, and
the other to Grenadia; and both failed from St. Lucha
for their refpeitive deftir nt on the 3rd and gthof
_Iune. 1 Jcmmpan':c- fon which went with Sir
R. Abercrombie to 5t % t's. Theother, asappears by
his difpatch dared Sr. V e 22nd June, lan
Palmifte near Gouyave | da) where the enemy
had their principal poils, on ¢ it the silv of June.

After this explanatery fia t I beg leave to quote
three (hort paffages from p. 227, ¥, of Dr. M*Grigor's
0 Medical Sketches,”
~ ¢ In Barbadoes, both in the end of 1703, and in the
beginning of 1796, the only ¢ ich prevailed was
typhus, The 88th regiment was healthy at 5t. Lucia,
and continued preity healthy at Grenada for three months
after their arrival there, or as long as they remained to the
windward fide of the ifland,  This was likewifc the cafe
with the 1oth, a5th ; and otherregiments.  Ir wasonly
after our return to 3t. George's, and to Richmond Hill,
after we had communication with the 68th regimentand
the general h.JfPi[uls, where the yellow fever had for ma-
ny months prevailed, that it appeared in the 88th and in
the other corps.”

“ On the 12th July 1796, a detachment of the 88th re-
giment was embarked at Grenads, in the Batfey trani-
port, for England. 'We embarked one hundred and for-
.

& We failed from Grenadaon the rgih of July.”

As [ had ferved at the reduétion of St Lucia and was
aequainted withall the fadts I have jull extradted from Sir
R.Abercrombie’s difpatches, I naturally concluded, after
reading the firlk of the paffages above quoted, which was
elearly intended by Dr. M‘Grigor to deferibe the Rate of
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health of his regiment in its progrels from ifland to
ifland, in the Wetk Indics, that the BSth, regiment mufi
have been in St. Lucis {as indeed & pareof it was) and thae
it had procecded thence to Grenada, (as the partj
mentioned did procesd] with the divifion which was fent
thither a few days after the furrender of St. Lucia, and
arrived in Grenada on or about the sth June ; and as Dr.
M Grigor had flated pofitively that the 88th regime
& eoptinued preety healthy at Grenada for three months
after their arrival there," it neceffarily followed (fup
ing his for g [Mtatement to be troe) that the 8Bih re-
giment muit have * continued to be pretty healthy,”
until about the sth of September; and as he had me =
ed in the two laft of his pafiages quoted, that he embarke:
for England on the z2th of July, and failed from G FS
on the rgth of that month, in the Betfey tranfport, it allo
followed as snother neceffary confequence, that he muth
have left rthat ifland nearly feven weeks before the fick-
nels and mortality occurred, which in his evidence, he
declared he had obferved perfonally at Grenada. Dr.
M*Grigor every where in his publicavion of 18a4, men-
tioned theB8th in fuch as manner as to lead me to a belicf
that the whale of it had reached Barbadoes,and gone thence
with the army under Sir R. Abercombie o 8t. Lucia, and
afterwards to Girenada with the gzthand gzeh, and
otlier regiments fent to that ifland, after the c I
lationof St. Lucia, I have, however, lately and with
fome - difficulty  afcertained that. 2 confiderable part
of the Bith regiment (under lieutenant.colonel, now
major-general . Beresford) which embarked and fai
with Sir R. Abercombic in 1795, did not finally pro
ceed to the Wet Indies, having been: driven back to
England a fecond time and: fuffered to gemain behind ;

and that, of
one of abow
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as having been writien without any apparent motive for
deviating from the truth. It feems, however, from re-
cent information, that T was mifled by trufing m this
account, and that the ficknels mentioned by Dr,
M¢Grigor had nearly attained its greatefl elevation, at
Si. George's, about the time of his departure from Gre-
nada, though this was not the cafe in fome other pasts of
the ifland, particularly la Gouyaue, Where it great

ereafed in the month of Auguft. My error, however, in
this refped), muft be aferibed folely to Dr. M'G

erroncous ftaiementon which 1 relied exclofiv i

B
1 did not pretend to have any other than his own. authe.

rity, and avowedly contented myfelf with oppofing the
flatement in quefiion to the teRimony given by him to
the commifficners: for I did not perfonally reach Gre.
pada until Febroary, 1797, Inflead therefore of blam.
ing me, it is incumbent on Dir. M'Grigor to atane ta the
public for his mifreprefentation on this fubjedt, andin an
efpecial manner to atone o myfelf, for the groundlcf
and moft offenfive imputations of falfehood, &c. w

he has wavoured to fix upon me, at p.37. of b
Letier to the Commiflioners, folely on account of this
error produced by his own mifreprefentation.

I am now therefore toadmit that De. M*Grigor was in
Grenada during a confiderable pare of the ficknels wh
occurred there in 1796 ; but this admiffion will nat
affeét anything elfe mentioned in myLetter totheComn: i
floners concerning the contradifiion fubfifling betweer
teftimony as given to them,and the fiatement publifhed ©
him in 1804, refpefting the tranfactions at Cirenada i
16 To |i:munﬂ|4rc this contradiction I beg leave
firlt to tranferibe the account given by the com
[at p. 22.) of the tefimony delivered at their bo

a

Dre M*Grigor, viz. * Dr. MGrigor has noticed in the
Well Indies, as well a5 in Flanders
the regimental over the gencral hofp in refpedt
the treatment of the fick 3 fir whilll he ferved 25a r

o 252 reg
m:ni;ll_iurgeon in Grenas |c|.x in 1996, the moft:
the regimental treatment was rrlﬂm"' but w

return of the ur,® the fick were fent o

the general holpitals, the mortality became very confi-
derable,” To prove thae this pretended fuperiority of
the regimental ov the general hofpitals was ||r|.‘.
lieved by D, M‘Gr at the time when he publithed
bis Medical Sketches, (i. . in 1804 when (he ra

wve been more wi

luced in my Letrer o
the hJ“H\II'I" extradt from Dr. MGri
viz. * The 86tk
Grenada for three months a
long as they
This was Ii
regiments, It was « OUF FELUFN [0

d-hill, after we had commu

the G8th regiment and e general
yellow fever had for :r_ru:;- months pre
appeared in the 88th, and in the
pointed out the manifeit ¢

ween this latter
Matement, and the evidence w

ch iis author g
the eommiffioners ; and this | did in the
“Now it is well known that the =
parts of the iflands in the Weit In y are generally
lilemﬂ bealthy, and Dr, M<C ‘Grigor in the work In:run:
—_—

® Here the comre

que for &t Gearge's, the cl

F




tly afcribed the abfence of dife: ith commenting on his ftatem

ud, maturafly
iring ** to im

among the regiments before mentioned
cumilance of tf I
parts of Grenae He manifeftlly had not, while wri

that work, the leaft idea of aferibing it to any fuperiori

the trou

w fever, and it is to thaf canfe o Sketches

iis work, intended to impute the change in fyllable is faid concerni
queftion. Heis far from alluding in any way whatever ¢ hofpitals—no o

any thing rable in the treatment

the general hofpitals at Grenada: on t
efulted, not fro firms the accuracy of w

with the 68th regiment (which is to- while wri
b e tomake the

that work,
1 believe te bea fair comment Jisn whatever, exprefies
He particularly ¢ the fyflem itfelf”

prattitioners or the tre

In this affer

witha
¢ in regimental




heavy accufation againft the cotnmiffioness 5 for they have
eerfainly faved in the palfage alfeady quoted from p. 2z,
of the Fifth Repore, that De. M‘Grigor had ** noticed™
in various places ** the fuperiority of the regimental over
the general hofpials in relpedt of freatment of the fil ;™
and he now declares pofitively in the face of the commif-
fioners, that * he has noton any cecafion whatever expref.
fed any opinion en the comparative advantages of thefe
wwo kinds of hofpitals in relpelt of rrearment ;' he muft
therefore be regarded as publicly accufing them of

lefs than'perverting his true meaning and conveying a

mif-reprefentation of his lentiments on an rrant {uba
et to the foot of the throsie, andiw both hoafes of parl
ment.  But although the commiflioners have on feveral
occafions mif-interpreted the evidente of fome of the wit-
nefles examined by them, as has been (hewn by My,
Keate and miyfelf in ourlate publications; T am happy
believing them to be blamelefs in the point on which
they are now at iffue with Dr. M‘Grigor. They had
indeed imbibied from Dr. Jackfon and others very errone
ous notions about ° army difeafes” and ¢ army medical
praftice”™ and they had imagined that thefe difeafcs and
thispralice conld not be properly underflood andeondu
inany butregimensal hofpicals; and it was with thefe i
fions on their minds, and with the cxpetiation of ob
afull confirmation of them from Dir. M-Gri

Borland, thar they pet te the former the 2eth quelti
praftitioners or 1} at af
be the motive which led 1o

jultice, I am not difpalcd ta take

veul pations co rom D,
ancern to the medi ficers of
vations can afferd ne gratification,

a9

Appendix, No. 30, and to the latter the fith queftion in

App. No. 23, A, Havigg therefore the freatamesr of the

fick in view, while examining thofe officers,they necelTa-

i weir g s to i

y and properly reported

fur the commiffions

ic manner by onewhom

d, it will ar leafl be

confoling to them that his charge may eafily be repelled
by msre'y q

g Lo give the

to him on this

bofpitals in the
Now itw
queiti

ich laft words
ion to which
i;lr. M Grig
tion he has unwit
guellion in the fenf
purely ta * the treat tof th s convidhed
ation and ma pedd towards
under gh authority of Parliament,
Beiides the di | cady iced between D,
M'Grigor's refiimy he Commilfioners,
and his account of the fic tality in Grenada
5 publifhed by him in the year 1824, I had al d at
P: 4o ofmy Letter, ** that there was in reality no reom ar
faundation for any fuch comparifon,” as Dr. M'Grigor
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pretended to have made between the general and the re-

gimental hofpitals in that ifland. In oppofition to this,

after mentioning his arrival at Grenada on the 4th of

5
March, he afferes p. g6. that *¢ when the army took
ficld, (which was near the end of that month, ) he
fenior furgeon was appointed o the fuperinfen
the miticary bafritaly ; and that during  this peri

5 ¥

many and various opportuni afoblerving th
of regimental hofpitals,™
flances or explanation to render the truth of

But inftead of givi

guag
fact or argum

here ret

1 muft fay that 1 cannot difcover any appearance ot pol-
fibility of truth in eicher the former or later of thels
flatements. At the time « he pretends to have been
appointed to fuperintend all the m Y J:tr:' fey Mr.
Horne was garrili n ar Grenada, and as fuch
he muft have been (uperior to every regimental furgeon ;
be, therefors, and not Dr. M*Grigor mult have had ihe
diredtion of all the military hofpitals, until the arrival of
Dr. Riallay, (phyfician to the forces,) who reached Gre-
mada I believe in about a fortnight after, and brought
with him a ftaff-furgeon and an apothecary, with feveral
hofpital mares 3 and thefe were foon followed by Dr.
Koberts, another army  phyfcian, (who reached Grenada
on the 14h May,)attended alfo by a faff-furgeon, an
seary and bofpital mates ; fo that during 2 conlider=

ap
able part of the time mentioned by Dr, M*Grigor, there
were in Grenada at leafl feven medical officers, who were

his fuperiors, and Dr. Raberts paricularly mentions it
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Ie_rter to me, dated the 1oth of Tune Jaf, tha previous to
his arrival, Mr. Horne the garrifon on, had, in the
exercife of his official duties, made fovera] vifite to La
Baye,where D, M Grigor was employed (at the windward
part of the iftand), and where |lzrring.r‘ s he muft
have fuperfeded Dr, M‘Grigor in the alleged fuperin-
tendance even of the field hefpitals, (fuch as they were)
at that place ; and Dr. M‘Grigor will therefore probably
find ir d_ifﬁru]l to perfuade any one who reads this flate-
ment, of his having in the year 1756 been the fuperintens
dantor diretor of alf the milicary hofpitals at G 2.
In n:c-z:ri. to Dr. M*Grigor's * many and various Oppora
tunities of oblerving the fuperio regimental hofpia
tals” at Grenada, he has 1ot condelcende 1o give ns the
F:uﬂ information ; a circamBance which to every |{.‘-‘-.;'t:
ingmind will appear to warrant conclufions w:','}' unfa-
wvourable to his veracity. Dr, M*Grigor ha particularly
feleticd Grenada as one of two places in which the pres
tended fuperiority of regimental hofpitals had been
decifively manifefied to his obfervation and  ex-
perience ; and it therefore was a duty which he
owed to truth and te his own character, when his
affertions on this fubjedt were publicly difputed

by me, to have flated the principal fafl: and rea.
I':ms which had convinced him of the fuperiority in quel-
tion ; for his own private conviftion, were it ever fo

fincere, could afford no evidence to others ; becaufs men

are often found to realon ill, and to believe what is not
true, either from a particular mental biss, or prejudice,

or fram defeft of intelle®, or from not knowing huw to

fl“lfrr:l properly ; and on a matter of fo much imporcanee,

1E mightbe juitly expedted and required of Dr. Me( irigor,

that he fhould fui rly communicate, and enzble others to
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examiric and appreciate, the fadls and reafons whente he
had «deduced his conclufions in faveur of regimental
hefpitals; and 1 cannot help thinking that he wnu?d have
done fo, if bie had believed them capable af bearing cx-
smination, and of warranting his” conclufions. In fnr_.h
circumftapees it cannot be incumbent on me to dif-
prove by megalive evidence, an affertion whmi} Dr.
M Giigorought to have fupported by affirmative ot
pofitive teftimony; 1 will however readily umlma‘kF
to demonfirate the utter impoflibility of Dr. ?ltI_'f_:l'l—
ger's having had **many and various opportunities as
be pretends, of obferving the comparative advantage _uf
taking care of the fick regimentally, fufead gffz_rrn‘u;_f
them to general hofpitals.” 1 have alveady mentioncd
atp. 7, that to obferve and afcertain Ehc advantages of
one fpecies of hofpital as compared with another, r»-r
ouglit to be placed exafily in fimilar circumlances with
patients of the fame ages, conflitution, and in the fame
ftages of the fame difeafes; and that the obferver oughs
1o have had ‘frequent and egual opportunitics of ac-
curately ebierving both, with various other requifites
. ghere deferibed.  But certainly nothing like this occu ed
in Grenada.—Whillt Dr. M‘Grigor with bis little de-
tachment of 145 men was in the field at the windward
part of the ifland, be was o remate to fee or kaow
swhat oecurred in the only general hofpitals of the iﬂ{n:\!-
i e thofe-which were at or adjeining to the town of St
George, and which differed in every refpedl as :nurh_-ll‘
poflible from the tents or huts in which alone the fics
under Dr. M'Grigor's care or obfervation were accam-
modated ; the latter'were in a comparatively cool and
healthy part of the ifland, whillt the general hofpitals,

though large and eommodious were placed in ver
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falubrions fituations; their difeales alfs were vory dife
fimilar, efpecially in regard to the yellow fever, which
prevailed at St George's, and in the general hofpital,
buc had not appeared in that part of the ifland where
Dr. M‘Grigor was ftationed. Yet even in that he
fituation, and with only that rrifling moreality which
his evidence to the commiflioners, he
as Lam well informed, to fend a con-
er of men of his detachment, and I
I, to the gencral
. Georpe's; a pro-
Believed in the
wal hofpitals, and
as flated in the Report
1 he reprefents the fick
been treated regim
inved in the ficld, and as
general hofpitals when thearmy returned to quarters.
It muft be cvident, therefore, for many reafons
while the army ket the field Dr. MG
had the finalle® opportunity of afcer
parative obfervations the alleged adva
mental over general holpitals. And a
returned to quarters, about the end of June,there was if
he tells us,
the fick generally were ordered to the general hofpitals,
and the §6th certainly had no regimental holpital 1o
ferve as a point of comparifen, which was the cale alfo
with other regiments,though not perhaps with every one

poflible even lefs opportunity ; for then,

4

but if any of them did elablith regimental hofpitals,

affter reluming to quarters, this could have happened

only a few days before the time when, as Dr. M*Grigor

informs us, he embarked for England; and even during
Ga
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this interval (much son fRore fir amy ufeful comparifon)
Dr. M*Grigor does not appear to have done duey in any
regimental hofpital, and he certainly did noe in any
general,

In giving his evidence to the commiffioners, Dr.
M*Grigor declared that when the fick were ordered to
general hofpitals after the return of the army to quarters,
*¢ then the mortality was very eonfiderable indeed.”
This, fuppofing the afferiion to be true, would prove
nothing in favour of the regimental holfpitals, becaufe
the yellow fever, which had not appeared among the
troops in the field was then prevalent at St, Gearge's,
and in the neighbouring forts ; and it is well known that
a large portion of thofe who are attacked by #his fever die
of it, whether in hofpitals or private houfes. But cven
this Iat affertion of Dr. M‘Grigor, fo far as regards his
own regiment at leaft, is denied by Dir. Roberts, who
in his letter of the 1oth of June, fiates from the official
documents in his poffeffion, that the number of fick of
the 88th, who were admitted into the general hofpital at
St. George's after his arrival there, amounted to eighty-
one 3 * and of thefe,““fays he," feventy-two were returned
cured.”  Whence it appears that the mortality was in
the ratio of only one in nine patients, and this, where
the yellow fever prevails, is a very maderate proportion.
He adds, thar during the fame period * the G8th regi-
ment (aceuled unjufily by Dir. MiGrigor of infefling
the 88th] fent into the general holpital (for it had li-
terally no regimental holpital) fifty men, of whom forty-
three returned cured.”” ably thefe fafts and obfer-
vations will be deeme: han fufficient to refute this
part of Dr. M*Grigor’s tellimony, and therefore T fhall
ghanden the fubjeft and leave him to refie? upon

45

ity and upon the reputation which this, with other affer-
tions an oath, arelikely to procure for him ; and procesd
togntertain my rea vith an extraordinar

falitary, ance of Dr, M*Grigor’s dext

caing unteuths, and ateri ng them to me, in order to
procure a prerese for z me with falfehood.

‘The fabrication to now alludeis ihat wherein
lie eharges me with having in my letter to the commifTions
ers,affested that his firft arrival at Grenada was only in the
month of June and not in March 3796, as it appears to
bave been. The faft however is, that I did notin that
letter mention or even hint at the time when I fuppofed
or underftood him to have arrived there; 1 flated on his

1 e left Grenada, but tock
1o notice of that at which I conceived him to have ar-
rived. 1 was indeed fo completely referved on this fub-

jecty that if he had been an indigenous produftion of
that ifland, ftarted up like a toadftool in fume
uncultivated pare of ir, he would have found nothing
mentioned 1o the contrary in my letter ; yet upon this
gratuitous affumption of my having afferted that he had
artived at Grenada in the month of June he addreffes me
inp. 34 in rapie | cimen and illuf-

tration of his regard for truth, decency of flile, and

Eood manners, 1 thall fubjoinin a note,® not choofing ta

pariand
reata degree of cy-

¥s aml an which
yoar flillmore detellable

EVEC fave vou fuch indor The difcavery is wholly
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admit fuch language into my text. Againat p. 36 Dr,
M Grigor fabricates anothier fallehood for the f
;imputEng it to me, and pretends that I, {in my L

the Commiffioners) had falfely afferted thae his

nada wasonly ** for five or fix weeks ;" thougl

The former cafe, I neither afférted, nor :
thing on the fobjeft; and then after vehemently conra-

difting this [hiz own) fabricsted mirqcpg._[‘t-|-.|;niu;\._ I
Fmdulges himfelf, in another effufion of outrageous |
guage which is alfo fubjoined ina note®, 1 mut

iy readers to judge of the deferts of a man, who w
provacation, trurth, or reafon, can condefeend to e
fuch language ; my own opinion of his deferts

your ewn, and, Sir, what fhall we fay of your pree

dowr, aed refpedt for wuth and chann@

either wilfully fobricaling; or carelefaly

your swn purpofes, giving on my auth

1 never warrantzd,and which

* Larrived, be it known to y

Mareh, and notin Jone, a8 you Ralfely fare, spd while | 5 ¢

Tect your erros, and reprobate -the motaves ia whiel v T
for the man who s capabls

. e fall is, thatmy fay these way
fiveor iz weeks, as he felfly affirts, but for four or five
and bad Uy. Bascroft's milllateme been made. for
than the in il {e of wou

the public

wreated it with that which the fall

matvire, and the pri
But when | contensplate the
Fervess when | regard the motjves in which

sppears
pate 3 my ind

n fwellsagaint thea y of its
and 1am com ed to el him publicly the moi unplea
of all truths, that in endeavouring to fix on me, the vilelt o

afferted a moil palpable falichood,

L1

found at the concliffan of this part of my.prefent publicas
.

To exhanft the patience of my reader as little as pof-
ghle, I hall pafs over nearly feven pa of Dr.
M Grigor's letter, containing what he probably fuppoled
10 be argument, but nathing which requires particular
potieefram me, [or which it can be expedicnt for me to
dilcufswith fuch an opponent) and fhall proceed to exa-
mine thale ffatements by which be bas endeavoured to
retaliate for my animadverfions on hisevidence concerns
ing the detachment of the Eaft Indian army which, fer-
ved in Egypt in 1801,  Ac page G of my Letter to the
Commiffioners I had requelied * '|:|.'r|1lim=:-ll to corrett an
error into which: they had been led” while fpeaking of
that detachment., ** You have m ed,” faid 1 1o
thele gentlemen, ¢ interms of applaufe that the foall
medical eftablifhment which thenbelonged to the Indian
army (confifting with the exception of D, MG
and a fore-keeper, of only the nfual r caital medical
officers) *¢ were fully competent to the charge of their
ewn fick,” page 24 of your Report, Thefe which are
the precife words of the Report 1 had quoted as {uch, dif-
tinguithing them by inverted commas as isufualy withoat
enquiring how far they were in firict conformity with
Dr, M*Grigor's evidence, He however [feizes this as
another opperunity of fabricating untruths for the pur-
pofe of aferibing them to me, as he did in the other in-
ftances juft adduced. * The doftor next afferts” (fays he
in page 44) % that I affirmed in evidence that the medical
effablithment of the Indian army Egypt -was fully
competent to the care of their awn fick, Here (he adds)
is another of his unaccountable mifikarements
ference to my: evidencewill conv
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doflor himfelf perhaps excepted, that T made no fuch 11
fertion.”” Whether or not Dr. M‘Grigor's evidence
cxaflly warranted the account which the Commilfioners
have given of it is a peint which he may conteft with them
if he pleafes; but it is ar leaft clear that, had trup,
been of any impartance to him, he would not have char.
ged mewith a miflftatement, which, if it exift, is foreign
1o mr, and belongs wholly o them ; for [ gave the pre-
cifewords of the CommifTioners as being their swn words,
and not as being the words of Dr. M'Grigor. I can
however avoid here exprefling my opinion that the Com-
miflioners were fufficiently warranted, by his evidence, in
their account of it ; for Dr. M*Grigor, after having fated
thatwhen the holpital flaff, (which was fent from Engl
by the Cape of Good Hope and had been attached to
Indianarmy for a few months,) was removed from
Indian, and remanded to the Britith, army, he ' re.
fumed the fuperintendence of the medical dc.panm::_-[ ol
the Indian army, the regimental furgeons taking care of
their own fick as before,” informed the Commificners, i
anfwer to their 24th quellion, that, ** from the
encewhich he had of this fyflem,” (i. e. the fyfiem
which the medical department of the Eaft India Con P
ny's army is condudled.} **during his fervice with ¢
dian army, he wis of opinion, if' a_fimiler fyfem was
adopted generally in the Britith army when o for
ftations, that it would be beneficial to the publie;
only * making provifon for an extraordinary num-
ber of wounded men” and as it would have been ab.
l':.'.ld to fuppofe that he could have recommended the adop-
tion of that fyftem unlels he liad been perfuaded that the
medical department provided by it were adequate io their
duties, the Commiffioners might have  concluded from
his former anfwer, that the fmall medical efablithment
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of the Indian army in Egypt tebich had as woanded, were

# fully competent to the charge of their own fick.”
It is curious to obferve the facility with which Dr,
M*Grigor and his co-adjutors abjure their own Oatements
when P'“"'“’ 1o be incorrett, and thereby furnifh grounds
for charging the Commiffioners w aving mifr Cpre-
fented their affertions, notwithftanding the profeffions of
gfteern that have been publicly interchanged berween
thefe gentlemen. But the mode in which Dr.
MiGrigor endeavours to palliate a fingular deviation
from trath, in a part of his evidence connefted with the
prefent fubject, is particularly worthy of notice, and is
likely o excire in the mind of the reader other emotions
befides curiofity. He was cager to difparage the exifting
medical {yflem of the army, to inculpate the then medi-
gal board,(of which Mr. Knight was nota memberlat that
time) and to imprefs the Commiffioners with an high
potion of his * experienced and judicious management
of the medical department” in Egypt, (in which laft objedt
he appears to have fucceeded to his wilhes) by bringing
thatfyffem into contralt with the fyflem of theEaft Indian
army, upon his own reprefentations ; and when the Com-
miffioners put to him their 2oth queftion; viz, ** When
you wasat the head of the medical faff of theIndian army
Jent from Bewbay to Egypt in 18¢1, what was the medi-
cal eftablithment belonging to thar army " he took this
oecafion (treading in the footfteps of Mr. Berland, fez p.
43 of my Letter,) to wander from the fubjeé, which re.
lated fimply to the army fent from Bombay, and toobtrude
into his anfwer an account of a medical Aalf belonging to
anather force which had been fent fram England under Sir
Samuel Auchmuty; and it is the mifreprefen tation of fafls
contained in that account which he attempts to palliate,

H




50

as I am about to explain, His words are thefe, viz
¢ About a monzh after our landing at Koffeir,” (which
happened in June, 1801,] “ we were joined by a com.
plete medical  eftablithment, amounting to between
twenty and thirty in number, fem from England by the
way of the Cape of Good Hope, who tock the charge
of the medical department of our army,” Now the
official documents publifficd by Mr. Keate (in P 39
of his Obfervations on the Fifth Report,) prove thar,
infiead of being * complete,” this fafF was incomplete,
from having no army phyfician in it ; and that, inftead
of . 21'nul.|1::t1r!g to Between fwen'y and thirty pecfons in
number,” it confified in all,"” fays Mr, Keate, * of
But sight perfons, viz. one Infpeflor, onc purveyor, one
furgeon, one apothecary, three hofpital mares, and a pur-
veyor's clerk., Do M'Grigor afeerwards tells the Com-
miffioners that * with this taffthere was fent out a very
Targe quantity of medical and purveyer’s flores, .f.u:."we'ri.'g
much twine, fent our-in two tranfports ;* whereas the
quantity of thefe flores was wery fimail, for it was but ?nnr
year's fupply for a force of only 25e0, that force being
one of the weakeft cxpeditions in point of number that
ar¢ ufually fent from this country, and the flores b
the leaft guantity which could with propriety be fent o
troops going on a fecret fervice to fome part of tnlc
Eaft, which was all the information that was communi-
cated on the fubje to thofe who provided the faff and
the flores.  Inftead morcover of  much wine” being in-
cluded in thole ftores, “ there doss not appear,” fays Mr.
Keate, * to bave been a fingle Suttl of wine fent from this
country ;" and inflead of the flores hawing been * font
out in fwo tranfports,” they were fhipped on board of
three tranfports, 4 not on account of their Buil,”as Mr.
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Keate informs  us, * byt for greater fafety.” y

extradls from Dr. M Grigor's evidence,and the au

explanations given with them, it will be thought difficule
tocomprefsa greater variety or mafs of mifreprefentation
in fewer words, and ingenuity will probably be racked
in vain to difcover any reafonable excufe forit. Hadthe
fiatement been made undyfmedly, and upon information
derived from others, and fuppofed to be correfl, it would
fiill not have been pardonable, becaufs it was made e
#ath, and no one can be warraneed in afferting any thing
en cath of which he is not morally certain,  Bue even
this weak apology cannot be offercd in behalf of Dr,
L!'Grisnr, who made his latement un,
very different from thefe ;
of his having had dired perf
therefare knowledge of, fix
pofing the fiaff fent from

der circumftances
for there are pofitive proofs
onal communication with, and
out of the cight perfons com.
England, viz. the infpedior,
Dr. Shapter, under whofe orders he afled for feveral
months ; the purveyor and the apothecary, from both of
whom he received for the wle of the Indian army the
flores and medicines they had in their charge ; and the
three hofpital mates, whom he retained for the Indian
[C'I'"'jt‘t H
Prefummi
Defart of Arabiy and their progrefs down the Nile,
(where he acknowledges, in p. xii. of the Introduétion
' his Medical Sketches, to have received from this
Eritith frafF oo very ready accommodation an every occa-
fion, compliance with every requeft for affiftance, and
Many things of which an army tha
“Pmenfe defart was necellasily deflitute, "jand alfo during
theiy fublequent connettion ac Rofetta, he mutt have

r"H]l-umt communication with the oher WO, viz,

H 2

and there are befides the ftrongeft grounds for
ng that during the march of the army acrofs the

t had traverfed an
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the "Raff.fuggeon, and the purveypr's clerk, who was
charged with the delivery of the flores. It is thus not
credible that afteran intercourfe of at leatt three mont
duration, he could have been ignorant that the exadt
number of the ftaff in queflion amounted to cight perfons
anly ; yet be did not helitate to declare on oath that they
i amounted to between twenty and thirty +*' and having
made fo ferious and lamentable a misllatement, he now
comes forward® with the moft perfedt indifference 1o
fav.in p. 53 of his Letter, # by this Ratement 1 have
fince underftood thar I have confiderably over-rated the
number, The error however no wile affeEts the general
quefiion,” What De. M*Grigor means by a. *ge
neral queltion™ which is no wile affected by his milrepre-
fentations, I am at a lofs to guels. Ttis clear that the
Commifioners availed themiclves of the yery “ circ

flances” he had ftated about the ** complete flaff fent out
from England,” &c¢. believing them to be true, apd em-

® This i not a folitary inftasce of Dr. i
ledging with apparent unconcern that his evi
imcorrot, after his ervor had been difcavered and pointed out
fo him. He found 1t pecefary 1o write a letter tothe Co
miffioners for the purpafe of comcllinga very injuriows
as he admits, ' g very material” mi ffatement in his
ta their 4th quelion to him, which letier is printed in A
dix No. 35 A. Upon this eccafion at leaft he ough
tioully ta have adhered to wwuth § yet he had the affurar
tell the Commiffioners in his Letter that * the prefent
zines of furgical infrumeats 2t Purchefter, 1lc of Wight, an
Yark Hofpital are fuficient for alf the armies in Europe for &
eenrury,” which is a grofs exaggeration | for ifthe war il B
tinue for twa or three years lunger, thefe magizines W 1
bably be found fo infufficient for the Britij® army alone,
new rniup'ﬁszthn[c articles will be required.
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ployed them as proofs that ** the general hofpital
eftablithment, including the large quantities of wine,
medicines and purveyor's ftores belonging te it which
ulually accompany our foreign expeditions, is fuperabuns
dnt, if not altogether an wnreceffary incumbraree ;" [Tee p,
23 of their Report,] and that if they had been acquainted
with the fafts fuch as they were in reality, that erroncous
and dangeraus propofition would have been without fup-
port, and they would confequently never have adopted it.
In my mind the real and the only queftion then before
the Commiflioners was, whether that efftablithment was
neceffary, or whether our foldiers fhould not in future be
fent on expeditions, (the brave army in Ponugal, for
inftance,which has juft added fo {plendid a trophy to the
military glory of our nation,) without that medieal afs
fiftance, and thofe means of relief, which had hitherto
been uniformly found abfolutely reqpifite for the falvas
fion of the greater part of the fick and the wounded,when.
ever the troops bad been employed on adlive fervice
againil the enemy ? and I therefore confider Dr. M'Gri.
gor's prefent attempt to palliate his mifchievous offence
againft truth, by pretending that his ftatement did not
affeét that highly important queftion, as fo deep an
aggravation of that offence, that I cannot help thinking
with Mr. Keate on this fubjeét, * that it will never be
poflible far me to place confidence in the teflimony of
one who, after fuch an injurious and extraordinary mifs
flatement, can manifclt fo much confidence and fo little
concern,"”

In order to remove the erroneous belief which the
commillioners had adopted concerning the  full com-
petency™ of the original medical efablifhment of the Ins
diap army to the care of their own fick, I madea few ob.
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fervations in my Letter which I beg leave to tranferibe and
Infert in this place,viz, « As, during the expedition,
the Indian AFmy was never engaged adively, i, e, againft
the enemy, but wasgenerally kept together in healthy fta.
tions, and fiyffered very fittle ficknefs, the regimental fur-
geons might cafily have been * fully competent to the
charge of their fick," withsu furnithing a fair example
of the inutility of the general hofpital (yflem, which it
feems intended that they thould do.  The truch is, how-
ever, that, moderite as the ficknefs of that army was in
Egype, the medical cftablithment in quefion were nat
0 fully eampetent vo the charge of their cum fick™ a4 is fla.
ted. Dir. M'Grigor, on whofe ftatement this affertion of
their competency was made, [1as wotally fo rgotten the dif-
may whichpervaded the medical officers of thelndian army
from the Aighoft 1o the lowelt, when the Plague was offi-
cially reported by me 10 exift in one of the regiments
compofing that army, although that fegiment was his
own, the B8th ; he has forgatten too the embarraffments
it ereated, and the difficulties of procuring any of thofe
gentlemen to affume whae he has fince termed o the paftof
Bswour™ (p. 167, of his Medieal Sketehes), and the ul.
timate pece iy impefed upon the Bris

the fole charge of the Plague.patients of the Eaff Indian
ammy.”  Having made thefe obfervations T euncludeq
with the following PAragraph : 4 T do not wifh (o excite
painful recolleions in the minds of thofe whoferyed with

this army, and I therefore abitain from mentioning any
mare of the occarrences of that periad, of which Dr,
M*Grigor will admit that I bad perfeyal knowledge, My

:’i -‘}

only ohjedt in fiating the preceding fafts has been to pew
meRE your efforas.to the ** full competency™ of | the L.
dian medical eflablihment * to (he charge of their own
fick."”

The. explanations which T fhall prefently offer will
prove, asl confidently believe, that thefe obfervations
are temperate, confidering all the circomftances, and alfa
correét in every relpett: Dr. M:Grigor, however, has been
extremely exalpersted at them, and he controveris them
by fome afieriions which are ros fingular to'be paifed
over ; and when he notices the concluding paragraph,
with an utter difregard for the caftomary modes of dif-
putation, he indulges himfelfin an exclamation® which
Is fubjoined, and which probably few perfons will regard
as the language of confeious approbation. Ifany candid
reader will be pleafed to perufe with attention the pal-
fage againft which this offenfive lafguage was diredbed,
he will, Tam perfuaded, perceive that it fimply exprefles
my ability to flate fome oceurrences connefled with the
commencement of the plague in the Indjan army,
which I thought likely to excite emotions of pain in thefe
who, ferved with thar army, and my intention to fay
mothing on the fubjeft from refpedt for their feelings ;
and he will alfo perceive that it cannot fairly be conftrua
€d as eonveying cenfure on any individual, much lefs ag
Sontaining any ‘¢ afaflin- like infinuations.” Virulent lan.
Buage from  Dir. M*Grigor I know how 1o deffife ; but

* % Away with fuchdark and affa@in.dike infituations. Speak
out likea man, | am fully prepared to meet you. I challengeyon
to fave any umitance which can occafionmethe lea pain
on eecalleftion ; and. to compel you, if poffible to accept thig
Shallenge, I thus publicly declare, that unlefs yondo fpeak out
I thall regard You inno better light, than that of a maligaant
nddaftasdly alfaifin,'” p, o
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decent régard for the opinion of others makes it necels
fary for me to prove, by relating the oecurrences to which
I thenalluded, that 1 did really fupprefs la&ls of paidful
reoolledtion. I do not however mean to accept the chal-
lenge which my opponent gives me** to flateany one eir-
cumflance which ean oceafion bim the Jea/? pain on recol-
Teblion,” for if T ever fuppofed him poffefied of humane
and virtuous fenfibilities, and therefore liable to be af-
fiidted at the remembrance of what happened in Egypr,
Teanno longer entertaini that fuppofition, when T find
that nefther the detefion nor the recolle€tion of his hav-
ing miade a falfle and injurious ftatement on oith, have
apparently occafioned the fmalle®t thame of compunélion
in his mind. Tt is poffible, however, that what I am going
o relate may créate unpléafant fenfations in the minds
of fome perfons of humanity and honour ; and if this,
which 1 am  far from intending, fhould happen, I hope
thefe perfons will refled that what 1am about to flate is
extorted from me under the penalty of being confidered
a8 * a malignant and daftardly affaffin.”

The firft appearance of the plague in the Indian army
was in two black fervanis of Dr. M*Grigor's regimental
hofpital, one of whom communicated the difeale within
a few hours after being infefled to the other, who flept
by his fide. The date of its appearance was, at the Taeft,
the 14th September 1801, becaule the public orders iffied
on thiat day by Major-general Baird, who commanded the
Yeidian arnny, Mate thae ** one of the followers of the dr.
my is fuppofed to have imbibed the infeflion,” i. e. of the
plague = I think it, however, very probable from various
circamfances that this intimation was not given till tbe
day after the difeale was difcovered, and that the real
date of that event is the 1jih Scpt. ; but having at pre-
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fent no decifive. proof of this, T fhall affume it to have
been the 14th; although the concellion of a day o the
dire will be found of fome confequence, 1 had flated in
my letter that it was by me that the exifl of the dil-
order was officially reported ; and Dr. M
ticing this part, gives a very unfiir account of the tranl-
allion, viz. * Dr, Barcroft was ordered to vifit thole pa-

'Grigor, in ng-

tients ; he did fo, and—never faw them afterwards,”
The obvious meaning of this paffage isthar I was or-
dered to attend them in my profelional capacity, that liaw
them once, and that 1 difabeyed my arder and neglefted
my duty, by not vifiting them again.  What degree of
truth or liberality exiftein this acecunt will be cafily per-
ecived from the fmple fatement of the faflg which I
fhall now give, Having come 1o breakfaft with Dr.
Franck, (who was the head of the Britith Medical Staif
in Rofetta) I found Dr. M*Grigor in his room, and was
told by De. Franck that Dr. M'Grigor had that motning
obfcrved two patients in his regimental hofpital labouring
under fevere and unufual {ymptoms, which l-.u.-apprehc_-:m,
ed might be thole of the plague, and had ealled on him to
requeft that fome medical officer of the Britith Staff who
was acquainted with that diforder, (none  of the mcdical
officers of the Indian army having yet feen i) might exe
aminc thofe patients, toafeenain whether they had the
Pplague or not; and he concluded by exprefing a with thar,
a5 1 had veryrecenily been in charge of th plague patienrs
at Aboukir,l would fee the fufpefted men. With this willy
of Dr.Franck 1 of courfe readily com plied, immedizioly
after breakfaft. That [ was Rmply reguefed to vifie [he.;:,
and not erdered,as Dr, MGr tger pretends, will require Jjg-
tle argument to prove. The Indianarmy was diftinét from
the Britith ; each had its own eftablifiment for the buff.
1
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nels of every department; and the latter army abftained
from interfering in the concerns of the former, elpecially
inits medical concerns. It is therefore very unlikely
thar, under thefe circumilances, a phyfieian of the one gr-
my fhould have been erdered to do any part of the medi-
eal duty of the other ; and it is yer more unlikely thae
the ufua! etiguette would have been broken through, for
the purpofe of obliging that phyfician to perform a duty
which would not have belonged tolim in his own army,
i.e. 1o attend two patients who were mt foldiers, bue fol-
lowers of the army, and taken from the lowelt cafts in
India. Were it however admited, though contrary to
faft, that 1 had been ** crdered vifit them,” the fole in-
tentian of that order could only have been that I fliould
determine what was their malady ; and as T determined
that point in sue vifir, I had then completely performed
the duty afligned to me, and off that Dr. M'Grigor had
wlicited: 1 am therefore certain that every other perfon,
if fanding in the firuation of the Doflor, woiuld have
done me the jullice, when mentiening the tranfadtion, to
acknowledge that [ had executed all that had been re-
quired of me : but Dr. M‘Grigor, whofe nations of juftice
and gratituede feem peeuliar o himfelf, has chofen to
pervert fafls, that he might infinuate againft me a dere-
liction of my duty, in omitting to vifit bir paticnts after-
wards,

But to refume my narrative, | accompanied Dr. M*
Grigor to his holpital, where I found the two blacks 1y-
ing clofetogether on 4 raifed flaor in a fmall room o rving
asan anti.chamber and paffage from the Aairs o a large
reem in the back part of the houfe, in which the fick of
the 88th regiment were Iying. 1 afcended the fieps of
this raifed floor, went tothe men, and examined the
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Dr. M!Grigor remaining during that time ar e diffance
and near the door 5 and having fatisfied myfelf of theie
fituation, I rejoined him, fating tha
who had complained of illnefs the fore, ce
had the plague, and that, although [ could noe
nounce the other to have it, [ had no doubt of |
infected, and thought it highly probable, from the ii:
which he was, that the difting
plague would appear on him 1
Dir. M*Grigor is very unwilling to admit thara n
like difmaywas excited in any of the medical afficers of the
Indiznarmy by chedifeovery of the exiftence of the plague
in theirarmy ; and he obferves that © fhoald the plague
appearin 5t George's hofpiial® {of which I have the ho-
nour to be one of the phyficians) “ he dare

5 to fay the
dottor,” (meaning me) © wo

Id be fomewhat alarm-
ed, if not for himfelf, at leatt for his paticnis.”  How.
ever true this obfervazion might prove in the fuppo-
fed; I cannot difcover that it is applicsble to the cafe of
Dr. M‘Grigor in his helpital at Roletta; for though I
did fee alarm depifted upan his countenance, and heard
feveral exprefficns of concern, apparently very fincere, on
my announcing te him the fate of histwo black fervants,
I have no recollestion that thofe expreflions related in any
relpedl to the pitiable condition: of his patients, or to
any thing bot Aimfef: all that [ reme

then expréfled, as we left the room and were

ing the ftairs, was, that he felt very unwell, thar
legs were fo feeble as 1o be fearcely able to fupport him
in going down ftairs, and that he had great pain in the
Upper part. of one thigh, near the groin. (which is the
common feat of the peitilential tumours called bulboes ;)
he mentioned too, with unfeigned regree that e had the

Iz
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night before touched, and felt the pulle of; the patient
whom I had declared to have the plague, and  confelfed
his apprehenfions of being aleeady infefted inconfequence
of that contat : and he finally begged me to walk with
him to De. Shapter, who lived at a fhort diftance, and 15
mention te him what I had feen, and what meafures [
fhould advife to be taken, ‘To this | confented, and as
foon a3 we had reached Dy, Shapter's, Dr. M*Grigor
faid he was exbaufted and ill, and told a fervant to bring
him fome wine and water, with which he refrefhed him.
felf. Soon afier Dr, Shapter entered, when I related the
ftate in which I had found the two men, and recommiend-
ed that they thould be fimmedialely removed to a building
4 litile way out of Rofetta, which had been lately ufed as
a pell-hofpital for our army, and that feveral other Tuit-
able precautions fhould fnfantly be adapted with regard to
the reft of the black fervanes, and fuch men of the 85tk
regiment asmight have hadany communication with them,
Dr. Shapterloftno time in going to the Indian campywhich
was not far to the fouth of Roletta, and acquainting
Gencral Baird with all that he had heard from me, Pre.
fently the General eame into the town sand on receiving
a meffage fignifying that he defired 1o fee me, T went 1o
meet him, and found him in one of the fquares or mar.
ket-places (bazars) attended by Dr. Shapter, and feveral
other officers of his faff. Here repeated to him near-
Iy what I had already eold Dr, Shapter, and reprefented
in the ftrongeft terms e neceflity of an fimmedfare fepa-
ration of the infefted and fufpeficd perfons from eac
ather and from the found, When | had done thiz, an
officer high in rank, prompted no doubt by an ill.timed
fentiment of humanity, fuid, al] uding to the two patients 1

bad feen, “Poor Devils! if, uf[ﬂal!,:!u-y thould not have
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the plague on them now, they will be fure to carch it at
the peft-houle, or to die there of fright,” or words ta this
effeét.  Surprized as T wasat fuch a remark in oppofition
to the opinion [ had Jult delivered, T neverthelefs op.
deavoured to fhow that the difeafe of ane at leaft of the
patients was cerfain beyond all doubt, and to convinee
the officers prefent of the mifchief that would enfue if the
feparation which Ihad propofed was nat made immediately,
With this our esnvern

but my remonifirances
againft delay had very litle weight at that time ; for ic
was not «ill o days ; (although Dr. M‘Grigoc
has chofen to fiate ¢ it ws the dif-
eafe being dilcovered,”) t}

viding a receptable for the

afures were taken for pro-
e patients and a medical
officer to attend them, as wi feen by the following
publicorderiffied byGeneral Baird,viz. “Camp, Rofetta,
t6th Sepr. 18or. Allth nt furgeans of the army
are to affemble at Dr. Shapter's at funfet s evening to
draw lots who is to remain at the pelt-houfe srdered 1o
be eflablithed f5.day.”  In confequence of this order the
affiftant furreons affembled at Dr. Shapter's, and the lot
No. 1, which determined the officer who thould firfk o
nto the peft-houle, fell to Mr. Thomas, Bue it was not
WL ke f2) g day that the patients were removed jnto
the peft-houle ; Mr. Thomas followed them in the even-
ing of that day, and found, on tak iz pofleflion of his new
Habitation, that neither medicines nor food had been pro-
vided, and that there w
™ fee whae eonditior
could relieve them.

ot even a candle to enable him
patients were in, or how he

It thus appears from the bedt autho
than fhree days (and I rather belicve /o
the infested paticnts were removed into the peli-houfe,
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although the removal ought not tohave been delayed éven
one hour. Had the feparation been made as 1 advifed, and
as humanity and common fenfe dictated, I have good
reafon to believe that the contagion would have fpread
no farther than the firft two patients, excepting perhaps
to Mr. Thomas or others who might have caughu it by
attending them in the peft- hofpital: but by the delayand,
Lam forry to fay, the negligence with which the bufinefs
weag conducted, in difregard of my advice, the plague was
communicated to, as [ have been told, twelve or
thireen of the black fervants, almoft every one of
whom, and probably all, died, and to more than
twenty foldiers of the BSth regiment who were in
the holpital at the time, of whom, i E
aprivate regifler kepe by th

ment that fourteen died in ¢ g fiz wecks."
Not lefs inexcufable than this delay was the unprovided
ftare of the peft-houle when the patients were firft fent
into it although a very fufficient t

fupplying it with every article of

deficiencies’in the fupplics to that eflabl

terminate here ; for under the © ma agcme
M!Grigor, who refumcd’ the direcion of the medical
department of the Indian army very foo

(on the 6th Otober) and whale management
miffioners, from the want of betrer infor tion,
reprefented as fo * experienced and judicious,” ¥
feem w0 have continued, not for fome days nor weeks,
but for fome months, To the truth of this fatement |
could adduce evidencey but the teflimony of Dr.
M‘Grigor kimfelf, {tranferibed from page 34 of his
Mc;liculSkcl.‘Flc,.} will bell prove it, * The medical gen-
dlemen inthe peft-houfes,” he tells us, © laboured under
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Sfomany d-fadvamtaper that, for the minft part, thers was
dut little to be expefted lrom any mode of treatmeni” | ha
tells us alfo that % in December, (1801) January, Fe.
bruary, and March (1802) the patients fuffered o much
from the extreme feverity of the weather, that in fime
inflaces it was net cafy to determine whether a patient
died from eald or from the pl

1e." It Was thus not
| to combat with
it the peft-houfes were fixed in marlhy
fpots, where m of thofe who furvived that difeale
were feized with intermitient fevers, and then they were
faffered ** in fome infances™ at leail, to perith by cold |
Thefe are fome

enough thae thefe untorrunare p
the plagu

of the circumiftances relative to the
occurrence of the plagoe in the Indjan army, with which
Twas well acquainted, and which I abftzined from men-
toning, becanfe | believed thar o

vey could not be men-
tioned without exeit

& ** painful recollettions in the

minds of thofe who ferved with that army,"” I will,

however, dwell ne longer on this aflicing fubjedt, but
proceed to fhow that I had fufficient grounds for afferting
that, on theappearance of the Plague in the Indian army,
*embarafiments and difficulties” did occur in

pro=
earing

ny of its medical officers to affume what D,
M‘Grigor has fince termed © the poft of hopour,” i. e.
the care of the plague paticnts, which in his fiatements
and encomiums on the Indian medical fyftem he had
totally forgoteen,

While the plague had exifted in the Eritith army,
from May to Augult previou
there were, if I have been
fourteen medical officers af

6 to the period in queflion,

iely informed, thirteen or
ppointed to the fervice of the
peft-holpitals, twelve to thole of ‘Aboukir, and one or
1Wa to that of Rofetta, of whom feven died at the
former Place, and one, I think, at the latter; and of
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thefe officers T have never heard, nor do 1 believe, that
any one fignified a defire to be excufed from that fervice,
when he received the order to enter upon it from the
infpector gencral of hofpitals, who nominated them at
his own diferetion: but without making the fmalleft
difficulty, they all performed the duty fuceeflively af-
figned to them, unawed by the imminent danger 1o
which they well knew they muft be expofed, and aware
befides that no addition whatever would be ma
their ufual emoluments as a reward for their pe
fervices. Thefe events could fearcely have been
known to the medical officers of the Indian army ;
they afforded to them examples worthy of imitation
when 2 pefi-hofpital was to be eftablithed for the recep-
tion of their own fick. It will however be readily be
lieved that fome infuperable * dificulties " muft have
enfued “in procuring any of thofe officers” 1o attend
their plague patients by thofc means which had proved
efficacious with us, fince it was found neceffary to recur
to the drawing of lts, 2 mode of deciding one's fate,
which, like the decimation of the Romans, is never
reforted to in armies but upon the moft awful occafions
or for the moft terrific purpofes.  This expedient, there-
fore, will probably be deemed a fufficient proof of the
exiftence of the ** difmay and embaraffiment ® in quel-
tion among the iuferior medical officers of the In
army ; and there is proof equally convincing of the
exiftence of them among their fuperiors the furgeons.
For when it was thought effential, within a few days
alter eftablifhing the pefl-houle, that the charge and
fuperintendance-of it thould be committed to an officer
of higher rank than an affiftant furgeon, thefe fuperior
medical officers did not affemble to determine by fof who
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among themfelves fhould take that charge, althoug

they had feen their affiftant furgeons compelled to do fo;
but they procured, as T was informed, reprefe 3
their favour to be made to General Bair J, wha, finding
that he could obtain no one of &ir sewn medical faff, was
prevailed upon to invite fome officer from the Brind faff
1o affume ¢ duty, and, asan inducement, to p;::rnil‘c
to the individual who thould undertake it, in addition
to his prefent pay and allowances, the emoluments ®
belonging, upon the Indian eltablithment, to the rank
next above his own, which emoluments it s generally
known were confiderable ; and it was upon this invitation
that Mr. John Price, then deputy purveyor, and now
furgeon to the forces, tendered his fervices ro General
EBaird, and by his defire foon after entered upon that

charge, which he fulfilled with a firmnefls and zeal that

has obtained for him the unqualifisd admiration of the
army at large. Tt was upon a fimilar invitation after-
wards, when Mr. Price was attacked by the plague, that
his place was fupplied by ancther ftranger to the [ndian
army, Dr. Whyte, an unfortunate medical adventy

Cly

* Thefe were at lealt the terms which [ o ritood, as well
& many other perfons, at Rofetta, to have been offered
General Baird, and 1 have no reafon to dou '

Terms which were really intended, and afterw

Iknow from a flatement by Mr. Price hir at ff the al.
lowances ordered to him by General Baird were muck groster
than thefe which belonged ta kis see rank in the Indi
Ayt Here itis but juftice te Mr. Pri

had the pleafure of being much in his cor

thefe reanfattions, Tam fully perfuaded th:

¥amages held out by General Bajrd were 2

inducements by which that gentleman wa

hizafelf for the duty of the peil-hofpital
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who had come, I believe, from Smyrna, to feek employ-
ment with our troops. As General Baird would not
have been lefs generous towards his own officers than he
fhowed himfelf towards firangers, there were the incen-
tives not only of arare and courageous emulation, but of
a great profit,to Mimulate the furgesns of the Indian army
tolvolunteer for the charge of the pelt.houle; and it is
therefore difficult to explain, upon any cther ground
than that of “ difmay * amang them, the reafon of theis
fhrinking from a duty which was wholly their own, and
oftheiranxiety (o have it transferred to the Britith faff,
To Dr. M'Grigor perfonally there was an additional in-
centive, that of attending the men of Ais sww regime

who weee daily feized, and dying, with the plague,
which, were we to give credit to his own declarations, we
fhould fuppofe is bim to have been operating sery frangi,
* Noman furely,” (fayshe in page 44 of his Letter} can
feela deeper interefl in whatever concerns the bealth and
comfort of the foldier than be who has tented with him
inthe field, has Mhared in his hadihips, witneffed his
deprivations, and has known his fer " Upon this
interefling fubjeft Dr. Jackfon alfo teftifies (in page 61
of the publication which is to be noticed in the fuble-
quent part of this work) * that there are no circumftances
which will render a gd man ™ (in the Foation of fur-
geon to a regiment) ** inaflive or indifferent to the dif-
charge of a duty fo nearly conne@ed with bis beart as the
care of a ik foldier,” and, * that s 2 regimental fur-
geon ofien forms an aftackmens to the foldjers of the
corps in which he ferves, be feels regrer when fuch of
them as may be fick are remaved from under it s pro-
teflion wd we have moreover the evidence an sath of
Dr. M‘Grigor and Mr. Borland, which flates pafitively

67

that befides regral, regimental :".lracnns. or fuch at lealt

a5 refemble themfelves, are very apt to feel preat difpa?

when their patients are taken from unc
to be fent toa gemeral holpit

ler their swm care
h the peft-houle un.
queltionably was, beeaufe it was deRinsd o réceive the
plague-paticnts of the Inc army gemerally) and that
they are then alfo apl to grow very inallive, o as o
negledt thofe patients who happen to be il left under
their charge. Now, therefore, as Dr. M'Gr ror had
been furgeon to the 88th regiment from the time it was
raifed, had accompanicd them in feveral s rages, had
often ¢ tented with them,” partaken of a valt number
of “ their hard it to have beén well ac.
quainted with ©* their fervices, ” it feems at firld impofli-
ble o limit in our minds within any ordinary
the force of the '* atacliment ' :

aunds
" he miuft have cone

for his regimental comrades, who were feized w
plague, or the's depth ™ of the **intereft™ which be

*¢ in the concerns of their nd comfort:*" but we
fhould at leaft fuppofe that he muft have been extreme-
ly impatient of all other medical afliftance, and have
manifefted the utmoft eagernefs to adminifier i Perfen to
their wants, | The faét however is, that he from m:
nimity, or “ di y." refifted the powerful allurements
which the charge of the plague hofpital fpread befare him,
and Hifling the * regr and the “difzult™ he mui have
felt, he did endure that sihers thould perlorm bis con dity,
evincing on this oces a tender folicitude for his pa-
lients, very fimilar to that which he had difplayed ar
Grenada in July 1796, when he embarked® with 140

® Ohie cannat well conceive that the crew of a hipcanld in
Aty cafe have a fairer profpel of all arri 1
L2

at their
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men in the Betfey {tranfport to return to England ; upon
which occafion he fet the novel, and precious example
of a regimental furgeon’s leparating himfelf welicnturily
from birsum fick, and felofling as the only priper com.
panions of bis voyage thole foldiers of his regiment who
were in perfed bealth. 4 Lwas mofl particularly cars.
Sl fays bein p. 227.0f his Medical Sketches, “ notto
take any man on board with the fighef? agpearance of il
reefs."

There is in this part of Dr. M'Grigor's letter a fen-
tence. which I fall notice bricfly, becanfe it containe
either a milreprefentation or an unfair ambiguity : it is as
fullows, viz. * [t deferves your attention that the forf?
medical officer that entered a peft-houfe belonged not to
the Britifk, but tothe Irdion eftablithment,” If he in-
tended to fay what this unqualified fentence implies, he
hias mil-ftated the fadt, becaufe, as T have before related,
thirteen or fourtcen medieal officers of the Brififi fiaff
had already ferved in the plague hofpitals, oneof whom
bad quitted only ten days or a formight before, the very
pefi-houfe which was afterwards eccupied by the fick of
the Indian army.  But if he meant that the medical of.
ficer who Jfirff did duty in the Indian peft-houfe belong-
edto the Jadian fervice, (which howeveris not the pro-
per feanle of his words) he ean only be confidered as fiating

deftination than that of the Beefey, in which *the moit par.
ticular care™ was taken ' by an expericnced and judicious
manager* to exclude from the velfel every ome who was ndt
in perfeft: health; foch however are the peculiar advantages
affarded by * the regimental tecatment™ in the hands of D,
M*Grigor, that, as he informs us hirfelf, in page ago of bis
Medical Sketches, of the 140 perfons fo embarked, twenty died
on the pailige being 1 in 56f the mbol n:mber 3 whereas of the
Sickenly of his cegiment who were fent 1o the reprobated geeeral
h alin Gresmada there died far 5 in 9, fee page 44 of Uiz
publication,
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what ought to have hapgened in the proper order of things,
thit a certain medical duty,appertaining folely to the In-
dian army, was firlt executed by one of the officers of that
army ; and acdmitting his flatement thus intcrpreted to be
true, I may chferve in anfwer, that the fir# medical offi-
cer who wvalunicered fisr the charge of the fedian plague.
hofpital belonged not to the Indiaw, but tothe Briifk
department.

The laft of Dr. M'Griger’s contradittions which re.
miins tobe ¢xplained,is that which denies my ftatement of
the Britifk hofpital fiaff having “ultimately taken the fle
charge of the plague patients of theEaft India army." This
flatement was founded on information whichI hadformerly
received from refpeétable fources,the purport of which was
that when the head quarters of both theBritith and the In-
dian army were fixed in Alexandria, the lazarenoin that
town was appropristed to the reception of the plague pa-
tients, from the (wo armies ; and that,although the Indian
army did for a time furnith a proportion of the medical
officers required for the fervice of the lazaretto, yet lat.
texly there was no medical officer of thelndian department
ferving in the lazaretto, while it fill contsined plague
patients from the Indian army,fo that, as 1 have faid, *fa
necelity was ultimately impofed on the Britith hofpital
faff of taking the fole charge of thefe patients.” In cona
fequence of Dr. M*Grigor's contradiétion, 1 have made
enquiries on this fubjet, the refult of which juflifies my
Ratement : of the infermation I have gbeained in its fup-
porty it will fuffice to adduce the following fhore paffage
extradled from an official document written by Mr.Price,
furgeon to the forces, of which I have been permitted
to make a copy : viz. ‘* at laf when the plague patient,
of the united armics were fent to the lazarctto at Alex-
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andria,it did happen that no medical officer of the Indian
"army was doing duty with me.”

I have now reached the end of Dir. M'Grigor's pam-
phlet, after an attentive examination of every part which
required notice or explanation from me ; and although b
has ventured to fuy,allading to my Letter to :]*.ut,‘on.
fioners, that “fin every {lep of my pr-:._gn_—l‘,. 1 betra
either wilful ignora or a ftudied defire to miflead,” I
truft that I have been able to futisfy every impartial rea-
der,that of all the paifagesof that letter cantroverted byDr.
M*Grigor,there is but a fingle one which is erraneous, viz.
that at page 42, which fuppofes himto * have been far en
his voyage to Europe,” when the great mortality ocour-
red, which he pretended to have obferved perfonally in
the general hofpitals of Grenada; and that T was una-
woidably led into this crrar by Dr, M'Grigor himfelf,
to whofe former publication I had given a credit of
which it was not worthy.

To his letter, D, M*Grigor has added a pofteript to
acknowledge, and by acknowledging to extenuate, his
grofs mifreprefenration opon cath, of the number,
of the hofpital ftaff fent from Eogland by the Cape of
Good Hope, to co-operate with the Ealt Indian army in
Egypt as beforementioned. The furgeon general had then
recently ealied him toan account for that very fe
offence againft the truth, and expefling to be arr aigiic
for it, as he was® in the ** Obfervarions,” foon after pub-

® Sez Mr. Keate's * Oblrvations on the Repert of the

Comuiilonsrs, ™ &e. pages 39, 10, 47, and 43, and Appendis,
Ho. 1ou

Tl

Jithed by Mr, Keate, Dr. M'Grigor feems to have :|'|,|'r1.
poled, that by taking the lead, being the
tion the fabjetl, and at the lame time ment:

; ner do

onourable

id and calm in-

Dr. M'Grigor mentic nd con-

templates the falfchoods affer y himfelf under the
obligations of an oath, when in the very fame publica-
tion he endeavours to overwhelm me by a mafs of the
moft vchement abufe for miftakes or mifreprefentations,
which I had not commirted, but which he had chofen to

fabricate and impute tome. This abufe and its author L

“have thought proper to defpife ; being perfuaded that un.

merited 1 ations of falfchood from one who has fivera

falfely, and who,after being detedted, exhibits no appear.
ance cither ol‘_ﬂu."'.: or _f.'.rr.'u', can never difgrace me,
h itmuft reduce him far below all notice as a gen.

miy duty, and that which 1 hay ferupled 1o nik for
the relicf of even firang I y may be induced
0 hazard for the prefer onour when ne-
[‘Eﬂ-!ll'}'; but 1 have not fuppofed, or difcovered that
any of my friends fuppofe, fuch neceflity to have refule-
ed from the groundlefs imputations of Dir. M‘Grigor.

I hawve thus far thought it proper for the reafons
already mentioned to vindicate myfelfin this mode ; be-
lieving however thae it can never be my duty to maintain
a farther contention with fuch an gonift, I have
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determined either to overlook with flent contempt a
milreprefentations or calumnies which he may

lith hereafter, or if thae fhould be impeflible, torefer
them to the cognizance of a tribunal “hich will be
competent to punilb as well as notice futh mifdemea-
nours.

LFD OF TART 1.

AN

EXPOSURE axp REFUTATION, &c.

PART THE SECOND.

RELATING TO THE LETTER OF DH. JACKSON.

AS Dr. Jackfon had madehimfel f confpicuous no lefs for
pertinacity,than for indifcretion, Inaturally expe@ed when
writing myLetter to theCommiflioners ofmilitary engui-
ry, that he would attempt to exoncrate himfelf from the
imputation of having mifled them, in 1
FifthReport: and I alfo expefted from what I had known
of his condufl to others, that fuch an attempt would be
made thevehicle of ill-natured perfonalities regarding me,
lefs outrageous perhaps than thofe of Dr. MGrigor,but
equally numerous and groundlels. Thefe expeétations
Dr. Jackfonhas lately fulfilled by his Letter to the Com-
miffioners of Military Enquiry, which by its tterility,and
frivolity, will demonftrate to his readers the very little
which he can allege either for himfelf or againit me.
That Dr. Jackfon's reading lias been extremély defi-
cient mult bave been perceived by all who are acquainted
with his writings, and therefore it would not have been
furprifing that he fhould as he does at p. 1. fancy b=
felf the only perfon in the nation who has writtenan me-
L




dical arrangements forarmies, had I not at p. 24 and 75
of my Letter to theCommiflioners{which he pretends to
have read) mentioned the titles of two works, written by
two army phyficians, (Dr. Brockle(by, and Dr. Domald
Moanro,) profeffedly on that fubjedl, which might have
cured him both of the error and vanity of believing him-
felf to be cither the fisfl or the only writer concerning
army medical arrangements.

At p. 2,he declares that he will maintain as *“true in the
sace of the world thofe things which he has flated pofi-
tively to bematter of fadt;"it will foon be feen how farhe
fulfils this engagement. At p.3, Dr.Jackfon admits that if
either theCommiffioners or himfelf have fallen into error,
it ught to becorreéied, "but he adds* ‘that the perfon who
has affumed the office of eenfor, on this oceafion, unlefs
we are to confider him as a perfon fupernaturally endow-
ed, cannot be fuppofed to be well qualified for the under-
taking.” * Dr. Bancroft (fays he,) wasa very young
man, not exceeding twenty-two, when he obtained his
rank among the army-phyficians in the year 1595." This
affertion is incorre€t, I was more than twenty-two when
1 obtained the degree of bachelor of phyfic at Cambridge
in June 1794, and 1 wasnot made an army phyfician
until more than fifteen months afterwards, of which a
great part was palfed at Edinburgh.  Butif it had been
true that I was only twenty-two in the year 1705, it does
not follow that I fhould continue tobe of that age thir-
teen years after,nor that thirteen years acquaintance with
the army abroad and at home might not qualify. me to
deteft and cxpofe important errors, in the FifthReport of
themilitary Commiffioners. Hegoes on to affert that “fince
my appointment in 1795, my duties like thofe of other
army phyficians being confined to the wards of bafprais
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anly, the (phere of my obfervations in matters which relate
to the peneral bufinefs of the medical department
could not in the nature of things be exienfive, had I
even ferved longer than 1 have ferved, and been more
gealons than I am known to have been.”  Hereiswilful

mifreprefentation, followed by anilliberal infinuation, It
is impoffible for Dr. Jackfun not to have kiown or been

convineed that my duties had beenno. more. confined
to the wards of hofpitals than his own, I had mentioned
in my Letter, various times and places at which I per-
formed the duties of an infpeor or chicl medical offi.
eer, and particularly in the Kaftern diftriét in 1798 and
1790 with the army under Lord Howe, which for s
number and the diftinguithed rank and charadier of its
officers far excecded any army in which Dr. Jackfon ever
performed the like duties ; and in regard to my zeal for
the ferviee, which Dr. Jackfon feems difpofed to quefiion,
T can affert without the Fear of contradifion that wneil
after iy reeurn from Egypt fearcely one phyfician in the
army had during an equal fpace of time been engaged
mare conftantly ; and not one ina greater variety of the
moft dangerous fervices than 1 had been.  That thishas
not been the cafe lately 1 avow without hefication. . An
attack of fever rendered itimpoffible for me to proceed.
upon the Copenhagen expedition, as 1 had full intended ;
though I muft confels that my zeal has not been inereafl-
cd by the treatment o which the phyficians of the army
have been fubjefled fince Mr. Knight's acceflion .to his
prefent office,nor by fecing thirty or mere medical officers,
with inferior qualifications, who either were not inthe
army when [ entered ity or were in flations [ubordinate
ta mine, promoted over me, folely, 18 I prefume, becanfe
1 was an army phyfician.

La
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At 'p.4. Dr.Jackfon proceeds torepeat that “thofe who
sre acquainted with my hiflory will not perbaps be dif-
pofed to confider me as well qualified for the office {of
cenfor) 1 have affumed, even though fupported by the

~ great leaming of the Phyfician general and am-.eﬂl by a
degree of Doftor from the univerfity of Cambridge.”
How little Dr. Jackfon knows of my hiftory will imme-
diately appear, though certainly it might have been ea-
fily known, becaule it has been accompanicd with no
abfcurity, nor with any event which required conceal-
ment. After this he afferts gratuitoufly that I have been
deficient in cxperience and in candour, and that ** pre-
fumptuous in my  profeflional rank,” @ and irritated
by difappointment that my clafs has notin the arrange-
ment projefled by the Commiffioners, been placed on
the pinnacle of medical power, 1 have forgotten the
decorum of agentleman’s language,” addingthat “though
a regular phyfician of the Britih army, I have in-
dulged as freely in mifreprefentation and nbui:e, as if
1 had addrefed the American congrefs,” To thefe
ferious charges it is unneceffary for me to reply, fince
Dr. Jackfon has not been able (o adduce in fuppost of
them a fingle paffage from my Letter to the Commil-
fioners of military enquiry; and tholfe who have read
je, and are qualified to judge of it, will, 1 flatter
myfelf, acquit me of the charge of having any where
deviated from the language of a fcholar and a gentle-
man, As [ had beenborn in the county of Middlefex,
and mever had addreffed the American congrels, nor
been in any part of America until I went to the Weit
Indies as a phyfician tothe Britjf army in 1796, Ds.
Jackfon's allufien to that congrefs was perfeetly unin.
telligible to me for fome time. At length, however, 1

difegvered that in the fulnels of the knewledge which
he fuppafes himfelf to haye obtained of my hiftory,he had
believed, and he may fill bel:

the United Stazes of the other

this belief he was led to tgke this opport

ging his ill-temper

of great S e has no right ro expedt
that I fhould aét with candour towards him. Thae I
have not ed in due relpetl to the Commilliongrs is
what I both hope and believe, though I cerainly pever
fuppofed them 1o have been ¢ ed Judges ;' 1
confidered them as having heen appointe
enquiries; and 1o reperd the rel
and I thoyght that even in doing this, they had »
with fuffic d impartialivy. But if I had
dpery my animadver
oeeeding would po
¥y MOrE ICVere,
fes me of ha o fo mixed
ce 1o his
own text, he fometimes Learcely kny
what he mea He ot however
me with having ever quoted his wards fallely, oz
their proper meaning by the ufe which 1 have made
of them. He appears indeed on many oceal
writing, not to recol what he
pages befors, and among the endlels re
which his pablications abound, contraditiory or incop-
grugus affertions and opinions frequently occur.  Thefe,
when it fuited my purpefe, I have (elefled and cops
frafted, making them 7 cach other,




78

and have thus it feems fucceeded in rendering him fenfible
of the inconfiftencics which had' previoufly efcaped his
own obfcrvation,

Atp. 6. Dr. Jackfon gives an imperfeft account of
what he denominates * the regular phyficians of th
Britith army," and then at p. 7. attempts to defcribe the
# Half-regulars,” *¢ confifling (as he fays), of perfons
who have flodied medicine, or who have cbrmined 3
diploma at a Scotch or Jriff univerfity, and who have
afterwards been licenfed ‘1o exercife their art on paying
a fum of money to the collegein Warwick Lane,” But
here, as well as on all other occafions where Dir. Jackfon
writes about univerfities or eolleges, he difcovers a great
want of informaion, Licenfes from the Londen Col.

lege of Phyficians are not obtained by paying a fum of

maney without examination ; they are granted to per-
fons who have previoufly Rudied two years at

regular mﬁuuﬂr}', and who at three feveral exam

tions afterwards fhall fatisfy the cenfors of their fit

to be licenfed ; or whena licenle cxira wrfam is wanted,
the grant is made to perfons who pive the required
proof of their fitnefs atan examination before the pre-
fident and three of the ele@, The mention which Dr.
Jackfon here makes of an ‘¢ Irith univerfity,” only de-
monfirates his ufual ignorance of thefe matters, The
degree of deflor in phyfic cannot be obtained at Tri-
nity College, Dublin, (the only Irith univerfity). unti
after the fame length of time and of refidenee, and with
the fame exercifes, which are required at the Englilh
univerfitics, and therefore gentlemen who have cbtained
that degree in Dublin, are readily admitted ad eunden
cither at Oxford or Cambridge, and may then after
paffing the ufual examinations, be elefled candidates,and
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afterwards Fellssvr,not Licentiats, ofthe London Col lege,
# Dr. Jackfon fuppoles.

Headds * the other ¢lafs,and itconftitutes the greatbady
afarmy medical officers,is comprehended under the dengs
mination of regimental furgeons.” ¢ The fubjedts of this
clafe,” (Gays he,) are often sbféare in their rife, and frres
gular in their progreft ; they trufl or pretend to truft to no
other qualification, cxcept poffelion of the knowledge of
their profeflion, which is the art of curing di rc.m-L, by
thefpeedioft and fafelt means, withour licence according to
the flatute of Henry the Eighth, The regimental fura
geon may cure a difeale, a tever for inflance,as fafely and
more (peedily than the regular phyfician ; he is notwith.
fanding precluded fram bearing the nam

from alfuming the phy s office in
Unforounately for Dr. Jackion this ¢ ription of the re-

gimental furgeon will fuit the verie quack in this or any
other country ; for there is not one of them who does
oot pretend to trult tothe like qualification, and 1o be
able *to curea

more fpecdily and it eer-
tainly is poffible that a , though ignorant, empil
may fometimes happen to employ 2 more efficacious re-
medy for a particular difeafe than a phyfician of greag
knowledge, asa random fhot may accidentally hit nearer
than one aithed by the beft maskiman = but this would
not induce a wife man to prefer 4 quack to 2 well educated
Phyfician, becaufe though the former might chance w0 do
8o0d, there would always ba great danger of mifchict
fram his uninformed, unprincipled attempts to cure dif-
eufes, of which be may be, and probably is, ina great
dfg'ree:'gn.uranl_ At prelent mankind are fo well con-
vineed of the ulefulnefs of feience, and fo well acquainted
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srith the ways and means by which it is alwre attainable,
that few will give credit to the pretenfions of one whofé
1 ghfure origin and irregular progre(s” have not afforded
him the neccffary means,or led him to the proper places,
of inflruétion. Knowledge is not nbw belicved to be ever
fupernaturally commiinicated ; and there will therefore
always be 2 much greater probability of its having been
acquired b d man who,from early childhood was deflined
For a leatded proféfion, and whole parents, withaut conmi-
pelling or allowing him to wafte any part of his youth in
Taborious or worle occupations,had placed him in the belt
chools dnd untverfities, with all (e medns of obtaining
that variety dnd extent of [cience, by which regulariy
educated phyficians ate generally diffinguithed.

Neither is D, Jackfon dccurate in his definition of
himfelf and his irregular affociates ; the ** abfeuriy™
which he mentions as attached to their orfgin extends
alfo to their progrefi, which is often abfeure as well 2
irregular 3 dnd this is the moll objectionable part of th
hiftory ¢ for in regard to ihe origin even of the moft pre-
fumptuous of thefe gentlemen, I fhall never mention itas 2
marter of reproach; and have therefore no anxicty fo
afcertain if one of them be the fon of a miller, and
another the fon of 1 baker: but in regard'to their progrefs
it is defirable to know how many years the former paffed
i1 his Father’s mill, and the latter at his father’s over, ot
in carrying out bread to his father's cuftomers; becaul

her leborious occupations, hawever ufefulin

¢, are notlikely toafford the kuowledge, hahbits;

15, moft fuitable for a learned profeffion. Ttis
importance to be able to afcertain the ways

and means by which thefe fuppofed m and bakers
fone afterwards scquired the very limited portion of
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confider undoubted authority, that no doftor’s depree in
medicine has been given ta any oue bearing the name of
Fames Barland by any univerfity or college in Seotlard,
at lealt not fince Mr. Borland, infpedior of hofpirals, has
been of an age to recsive fuch degree, unlefs, which is
not probable, he thould have obtained one within a few
weeks, AsMr. Borland feems 1o have brft advanced
his Prcrg:nﬁon o academical honors while he was at Ave
in 1798, T naturally concluded that his doftor’s diploma,
if he pofieifed one, muft have beemr obtained from forme
umiverfity in Scotland,efpecially as I knew of nn other
univerfity where be could have obrained it at all, withoue
going to fome foreign country, where, from the places
and fervices in which he had been employed, it was not
eredible that hecould bave been. I therefore concluded
that he was no hetterintitled to be confidered as a doflor
in phyfic than as a licentiate of Edinburgh.—Wifhing,
however, to avoid all poffibility of doing him injuftice, [
wrote to him a Jeuter in the following words: viz.

* Sir, As T fhall have oceafion to introduce your
name in a work which [ am on the point of fending to
the prefs, and as I wifh to mention you with every proper
diftindion, | requell you to inform me whether or no [
am to confider you as having cbrained a degree of dodter
of medicine, and from what univerfity.  Iam, &c.”

When writing this letter I fuppofed that if Mr. Borland
polleffed - no degree, he would, under fome pretence,
evade giving me an anfwer ; butthat if he had in reality
obtained one, he would be gled of an epportunity of
mentioning the place whence it had been obtained, and
of removing all doubt on the fubjedt, for he maft have
been fenfible, that after the deteétion which bad been
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made in regard to his pretended ligewee from Edinburgh,®
fuch doubts muft naturally obtrude themfelves upon any
Id therefare
ill become him to al'ﬁ'eﬁ o take offence at their exiftence,

or at any enquiry on the fubjeét. As I had & -

man of common refle@ion, and that it w

has happened that | have received no anfwer to my
letter ; and | therefore conclude, without any hefitation,
that Mr. James Borland is net a doftor in phvfic or
medicine,and that I am bound to withhold from him the
appellation of daffar. 1 have not withheld the appella-
tion from the author, Robert Jackfon, whofe work I am
now refuting, althaugh, for many reafons, I am very far
from beingconvinced that he is entitled 1ot

Dr. Jackfon in fome of his former publications had
loudly complained of a foppofed rule or *law “ by
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name of Dr. dddembroke, at Cambridge, which began to
be built in 1753, and was opened for the reception of
patients in 1766 ; at the lawer of which I found, with
others of my cotemporaries who fludied medicine, * an
opportunity of verifying the truth of my prinziple by ap-
plication in practice.” The baldnels w which he
afferts that which is untroe is deferving of notice : he
feornsto qualify his (fatements by faying, that he has
heard, or has reafon tobelieve, that things are as he re.
prefents them, but at once hazards the moft pofitive al-
fertions, and thus faysthat it is ** known to every one,”
that there was not (abow fiftcen years agol), #a p
hofpital at Oxford or Cambridge,” although it is a mat-
ter of public notoriety,that there had long been one i
each of thofe towns : and if Dr. Jacklon 1z fo linle dif
pofed to take the trouble of informing himfelf corredtly
on paints which may be fo eafily afcertained as the ex-
iftence of an hofpital at Oxford or Cambridge, can it be
believed, that he writes with any proper folicitude for
gruth, or anxiety o av eading hs reader ¢ In
faying that there is no regular medical fchool ‘at Ogford
u?.Ca:nb.idge, Dr. Jackion only mean, I prefume,
that fome of the medical profeflors there, do not read
public lectures: but the phyficians who gradoate: at th
niverfitics, know how o fupply that and cvery other
defedt;, and probably there is not one among

‘who did not previoufly make himfelf a pupil o fome
ofthe London hofpitals, as well as to the beft medical
leftures in the metropolis, and many of them have more-
wover reforted not of Cdinburgh, but to various
pants af Europe, for the chance of farthier improvestent.
And though it be true thae the Englith univertitics
not the only, nor perhaps the very belt places for gaining
mere medical knowledge,there are always flrong grounds
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of prefumption in favour of thofe phyficians who obrain
medical honors at cither of them.  They mulft at leaft
have been for a tength of time, and probably from
early infancy, placed in the way of being liberally edu-
cated ; and ten years mull have clapfed after ad an
Ibefore they can be created dodiors 3 during which time
they muft have had the fieans and opportunitiesof gain-
ing knowled great extent and variety, Their moral
conduél alfo mult during this long inter have been
iable to frequent obfervation, and asany ferious devia-
fion from propricty and red e of behaviour, would
producecxy ¥ re midt always be much greater cer-
A tions of
d graduated at gn Englilh univerfity,
rd to thole whole  origin, ac-
cording to Dr, Jackfon, is obfcure, and whofe progrefs
has been irreg and sffeure alfo. I do mot mean
bere to detra®t from the merits of thofe gentlemen who
have been | y educated at other univerfities, or
even at places wh are not univerfities, fome of whom
by greatcr af tion and perhaps by fuperior intellet,
have amply compenfated for any di ace in the places
of their education; [ with only to explain the nature of
the education, which the phylicians who have graduated
at the Englith univerfities have und , and which
is perpetually mifreprefented by irregulars like Dr. Jack-
fon, and to lcave uthers 1o decide, which fyflem of
medical education is i be preferred,

At p. g. Dr. Jac flates g “* who
knows Greek in, mi 3 ic, as well
a1 a Cambridge Rudeat, for in as well as Dr. Ban-
crofi himfelf, and® who atends the fame courle of lee-
tures, and walks the fame hofpitals, and at the fame time,
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in: Lond Edinburgh as Dr. B. does,” is cx- wireck on the fouth-weft coaft of Ireland, and this faft,
cluded from becoming an army phefician becaufe he ‘fﬁ, J'mpgn'gml I f,f,p.;.:,lp',','g_ is here intreduced by Dr.
has not ¢ kept his terms,” at oe of the Englith Jackfon, for the fake of again indulging his propenfity to
verfities. It is impoflible however, that Dr. Jac detradt from every one who has been educated either at
fhould not know better what qu Oxford or Cambridge ; for the fight or recolle€tion of one
fo educated, feems to provoke his animofity nearly in
the fame manner as a bit of fearlet cloth does that of a
turkey cock.  “ There were then (he adds) on the medi-
cal fiaff atthat place, young men deftined for the fame
fervice, of riper years, and I hove reafon to believe mof
inferier in claffcal edication to the Dsflar 3 men who had
attended more leftures, walked more hofpitals than the
Doéter from his years could be Tuppofed to have dome's
nay, fome of them had been entrufted with the care of
fick men, yet they were ignarant and inferior in his eftia
mation, and incapable according to the regulations of

Lucas Pepys, of preferibing for a patient.”  Here Dr.
Jackion manifefts the impotency, as well as the acti-
vity, of his ill-will towards me. Probably thofe who
may know that befides other advantages, 1 had that of
being the pupil of Dr. Parr and Dr. Charles Burney,
may think it fuperfluous in me even to notice an obferva-
tion upon my claflical education, from one fo deficient
in that refpect as Dr. Jackfon. That he could have no
*reafomte belicue,” what he pretends is mofl certain,
not anly becaule he was not qualified to form a judgment
upon this fubjedl, but becaule I never gave him the
leaft opportunity. I had previoufly heard fomething of
Dr. Jackfon, and been taught not to calt pearls hefore
fwine, OF the young men, who according to Dr. Jack-
fon,had attended more leétures and walked more halpitals
than myfelf,] do not know enough to contradiét, though
1 do not believe, his affertion.  Be thar, h.uu-erev, as jr

N
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but thoft: w

1 he  amended,
amended it may be prefumed that the
not think they need an dment, and therefore it is pro-
per that they and while even the poor
fick who folicit charitable relief from the public

make at leafl an eq

rious cales of ficknels, which occur in the military g

ral hofpitals among thofe who are employed 10 d ¢
ourcountry. If the perfon whois fuppoled by Dr. Jack-
fon to have attended the " s of leblyre
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at the C of Cork in vear 1506, on m
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may, T fatter myfelf, that I had done enough in thie
way toqualify me for takingcare of fick men, elpecially
as I have never learned that my treatment of them was
thought tobe lefs fuccefsful than the treatment of other
army phyficians, What hofpital or what leCtures Dr.
Jackfon had attended when be migrated for the chance
of being allowed fo take on himfelf “the care of fick
men,” I have not becn able to difeover, and this is one
of the evils refulting from the ebfenrity assll ar drrega.
larity af bix progrefi.

At p. 14 Dr. Jackfon repeats his mifreprefentation
refpedting the fuppoled appoiniment of a “* young
of 22, who had never treated difeafes, &c.” to be an
army phyfician, and which has been alveady fufficiently
noticed. Heaficrwards proceeds fo frane what he thinks
2 moil rmh:hmﬁmi; dilemma, and fancies himfelf able
to drive the Phyfician-gencral into it.  This dilemma
is founded upan the Phyfieian general’s having declured,
that, in his cpinien regimental {urgeons were lefs fir for
the office of army-phyfician, than perfons regularly edu-
cated as  phyficians.  ** This, fays Dr. Jackfon, muft
in faft either be regarded as a calumoy on the whole
body of the clafs (of regimental furgeons), or it re-
proaches himfelf with a dereliction of his duty in having
permitted their work of deftruction, [i e. their pratice
in regimental befpitals),to go on o long without remon-
ftrance on his pare.”  To deteft and refute this poor,
yet malevolent fophifiry requires lefs ability than pa-
tience.  Would any reafonable and candid mind evcr
coneeive, becaule the Phyfician-gencral has flated one
deleription of men 1o be better qualified for the medical
treatment of the fick than regimental furgeons, and
therefore more proper to aft as army phyficians in gene-
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ral holpitals, to which the 1 fes of ficknefs are
commonly fent, that to prove hiz erity abviate
the charge of calumny, he muft exert himlelf in getting
the regimental furgeons difcarded from the anmy, and
regular phyficians ap nred in d ?

1t accords with courfe and intentions of nature,
that men and thi in this world Mould poffels various
qualitics and qualifications, of which the beft ara not the
malt numerous, and  thercfore attainable by every
body. It might be defirable that the fick in country
towns and in regimental hofpitals, fheuld have the al-
fiftance of the moft able phyficians, of thofe for example,
whoare at the height of their profeflion in this metrop:
lis 3 but phyficians fo qualified are not fufficiently mu-
merous, even if the increaled expence did not confiiturs
aninfuperable ob ~Ehion. It is, indeed, not witl -veat

d with the fcanty

difficulty that the army ean be provi
number of medical offic which mow belong to it
and it is highly perverfe, ablurd,and malicious to pretend
that the Phyfician-general, however convinced he may
be, that the regimental {urgeons are inferior to regular

i i to walte his

ble purpole of getting phyficians with the

lifications appointed to perform the dutiesof regimental
furgeons, a clafs of men with whofe ointment of
dilmiffion he has in faft no concern w

Jackfon might with full as much reafon accule the legif-
lature of calumniating the regimental lurgeons by re-
quiring, as a legal title to prachice p

certain qualifications which they do not commonly pol-
fefs, though they are permitted to ke care of the fick in
regimental hofpitals,
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At p. 17, Dr. Jackfon, finding himfelf at a lofs for
fafts and arguments, makes a carious attempt to oppofe
my former reafoning in favour of the regular phyficians,
by contrafling them, not with the furgeons as they now exift
in the army, but with certain imaginary beings intended
to be produced according to the Utgpian project contained
in his publication of 1805 : by this comparilon of reali.
ties on one fide, and non-rniitics on the other, his read-
ers are to be ** enabled o judge of the pretenfions of the
regularsand irregulars, that is of the college phyfician,
and regimental furgeon afpiring to be army phyficians,”

The project in queltion, as here republithed, is fo
impracticable that I ihall not wafte my time by examining
itin dewil—If men could be vbtained with the qualifica-
tions which he fuppofes (and which vallly exceed thofe
which were poffefled by Dr. Jackfon himfelf, or any of
his confederates when they entered the fervice) and they
vould condefeend to become candidates for bis ¢ army
medical fcheel,” a great part of the difficulty might be re-
moved ; bat of this there is no hope, confidering how
Tiethe fusceels has attended Mr. Knight's eflablifiment for
medical cadets, and the impoffibility o!cb:zining fufficie
ent numbers of hofpital mates who, with qualifications
very inferior to thofe required by Dr. Jacklon for his
fehool, are at once made commiffioned officers wuith-
oul geing o febool. And afier all, fuch candidates, if
they could be found, would feldom become men of (cie
ence in the army, whatever experience they might zc.
quire in the ordinary prafice of phyfic. Feeling, however,
that this fallacious comparifon of ¢ college phyficians”
with the imaginary beings intended to be produced in his
army medical fchool, may not prove fatisfadtory, Dr.
Jacklon proceeds at p. 2;. to propole another methed of
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deciding the quefiion by a fpecies of teial fo prepofterons
that ene can hardly believe. him ferious (though be pre-
tends to be fo) in propofing it

¢ Let adivifion of the army (fays he) the largeft col-
lefied atone place in Great Britain, and one moreover
fationed at the Jeaf healehy pofitizn in the illand, be divi-
ded into two equal parts. That the condition of the
parts may be as nearly alike as poffible, let the half of
the feveral regiments of which the force is compofed be
thirown into one divifion, the other half into the other,—
the companies taken from right to left aliernately : and
that there be no advantage or difadvantage on either part

on the head of difcipline and economy, let the LT0Ops Te-

main in their barracks or tents in the famemanner as they
were formerly, only let the fick of one divifion be com-
mitted to the care of regular phiyficians, that of the other
to @ perlon who has ferved as regimental furgeon. As
the troops thus committed to medical experiment arc
equal in number, fo they are fuppoled to be equal in all
things which relate to their health, the hofpitals as near-
Iy foas poffible; but though the extent and external
form of the hofpitals be the fame, itis allowed, that the
perfons to whom the medical care is commitied, make fuch
Arrangements in the interior as may beft correfpond with
their views of fuccefsful praét Matters being thus
armanged, Dr. Jackfon propoles that the Phylician-general
a3 “¢ chief of the regulars, and officially the firft medical
petion in the kingdom" thall come forward as their cham -

Pion ; and on the other fide Dr. Jackfon, being as he juft-
Iy obferves eonftitutionally more adventurous than
wile,"voluntarily offers himfelf ** for combat” as champi
oa of the regimental furgeons. ** Indeed,fayshe, T claim it

#smy right. 1 am, I belicve, the oldeft infpector of hefpi
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tals poffefMing a phyfician’s diploma’{meaning, perhaps, 2
degree, if indeed he poffeiles one, from St. Andrew's or
Aberdeen, where degrees are granted to perfons whao ne-
ver faw, nor ever were feen at either place) ¥ and a phy-
fician's commiffion,” (obiined it appears without the
knowledge of the army medical board, and without
his having undergone the flighteft examination] who
bas afled as a regimental furgeon.” ¢ 1 am alfo"
(he adds with great truth), * areferions among the ir-
regulars, &e*  After thus deferibing himfzlf and the
grounds of his own clsim ta be the champion of the iree-
gulars, he bealls of his ability not only to perform the
duty of a phyfician betfer than the Phyfician general, but
to perform much mere of ity and therefore offers the latter
4 gwo phyficians, viz. Dir. Bancroft, and any one he
pleafes, twoaffift in the execution of a duty which I (adds he)
asan irrcgular, profefs to perform fingly even without a
clerk to write my prefcriptions.””

Believing Dr. Jackfon to be, according to his awn ac-
eount ofhimfelf, ** conftitutional ly more adventurous than
wife,” I at firft thought it not very improbable that he
might have been really in earneft, when this firange pro-
pofal was made, and [ allowed myfelf to form conjec-
tures refpecting the ways in which he might have expefi-
ed to difparch his part of the bufinefs, fo much more ex-
peditioufly than regular phyficians : 1 had not howe
proceeded far in thefe conjetures (the relults of wh
will be given in another place) before [ was convinced
that, with all his rafnefs,he had never been fo indiferest
and extravagant as either to expeft or hope that this pro-
pofal would be adopted.

1t is indecd truly ridiculous to fuppole, that, in & time
of adtive war like the prefent, his Majefly's minifters
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could ever be induced to flation * a divifion of the
army, the largeft collefled at any one place in Great
PBritain, at the fleaff beaithy pofition in the ifland,” and
inhumanly to retain fo large a body of men in this m@
wnwwhole/ome fituation, for the fpace of * fweke mouths,™
{for he fays ™ the queflion cannot be properly decided
in Jefs),” in order to give him [Dr. Jackfon) an oppor-
tunity of again praflifing thofe firange modes of treating
fick foldiers, which were followed by fuch extraordi-
nary mortality at Chatham, and in the Ifte of Wight,
while he and Mr. Borland were placed there.

Dir, Jackfon, with all his apparent fimplicity, knows
as well as any other man how to praife fimulation
and firatagem @ that he has* pradtifed both in
the comi;nra'.i\.'r trial above-mentioned, wi
by the following tranfa&lien, of which an account has
been lately publithed by Sir John M. Hayes, Dr. Hun-
ter, Mr. V yand Dr. Pinckard, who were appointed
a fpecial medical board in December, 1801, to invelligate
Dr. Jackfon's condutt at the depdt hofpital in the Ifle
of Wight. When thefe gentlemen were preparing to
gotothe Ifle of Wight, they wrote a letter to the Secre-
tary at war, dated the 24th of that month, in which, after
mentioning the medical treat ftated 10 be employed

* Another inftance of thi
cently oconrred in his a
himfelf, in confequence of
hie knew well that havi
three years, itw:
forany attion of |
Ing o beigrorant of this i
©f by conduit, he might
wenfident of being able to jultify bi
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by Dr. I::l:kfm, they faid "¢ if any doubt arile how fir his
Jjudgment may be influenced by attachment to any pani.
cular fyflem or apinions, (fuch as his treatment by de-
pletion], we conceive that the only judicious way of
deciding upon a point of this kind, is by experience and
fair trial. - We do not indeed know of any other, If
Dr. Jackfon take charge of one half of the patients in
the hofpital, and the two phyficians, (Dr. Sutton and
Dr. Rogerfon) new in the Ifle of Wight, fake chargeof
the other half, diftinft retumns from each will foon
demonlirate whether there be any thing in Dr. Jack-
{on's pradlice that occafions the mortality.” Soon after
writing the letter, of whichthe preceding is an extradt,
thefe gentlemen went to the Ifle of Wight, and havi
finithed their examinations at that Place, they enquire
of Dr. Jackfon if he was acquainted with the contents
of their letter of the 24th December, to the Secretary
at war, ** in which they had propofed what appeared to
them to be the fairelt and belt method of brirging 1o
iffue the queftion of pradlice, by inflituting a comparifor
between the fuccefs of his treatment of difeafes,
that of other phyficians. Ta this he replied that b
received a copy of the letter from the Sceretary at
The board then cxpreffedto Dr. Jackfpn the im'p-;r[
which they attached to eflablithing this compari
and a rumour having reached them that he inten
to refign hisappuintment at the depbt; they recommended
to him notto do fo until the trial had been made.” In
fairnefs to Dr. Jackfon, they reprefented to him, a5 |
have been well informed, that his praflice had been
confidered in a great degree fingular, and fufpedted at
leaft of deing harm ; that a refigriation under the ex-
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ifting circumftances, would probably leave unfavourable
impreflions refpetling  his cond and that i their
judgment, the only way by which

felfy was by continuing for /fix mant,

the depit hofpital, and immediately inftituti

they had propofed.  Finding, however, that Dr. Jackfon
did notincling to make it, ane of the board who had
on many occalions manifefted his defire to ferve him,
called him. afide, and on the ground of former friend-
fhip, renewed in prefing terms the advice previoufly
given; but Dr. Jacklon, notwithllamding thefe urgent
recommendations, did not choofe to enter upon any fuch
trial, though the fpecial beard confidered the Secretary
at war as having confented to it, and G|wl='r;|‘l as bead of
the hofpital, he had the option and power of doing fo
whenever he pleafed, and would in that charafler
have been able at lealt wo do full jufice te bimfelf in the
divifien of the patientr.  As Dr. Jackfon at thar time,
and in oppofition to fuch refpedlable advice, fhrunk from
a trial of his-fkill, and of his peculiar methods of freafing
the fick, when it could have been made without any ad.
dition of expence, fo eafily, and under circomftances
the moft favourable to himfelf, nobody will believe that
in making his 1ait propofal{expenfive, impradticable, and
mifehievous as it muft prove) he could have either ex-
pefted or defired that it thould be adapted, or that it was
any thing elfe than a contrivance to gain uamerited credic
by fallacious appearances.

At the bottom of p. 29, Dr. Jackfon makes it a quef-
tion, or matter of doubt, whether my *¢ thirlt for rank
and pay be fatiable.” Of the propricty of raifing fuch a
doubt concerning one who has been thirteen years in the
army, without any addition to Iz:i)s original rank and pay,
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while fo many officers have been promoted over him from
fobordinate Rations, let others judge; and let them allo
judge of the deceney of fach a doubt, in onc, whao within
little mare than two months after becoming a regimental
furgeon, not only folicited fuporfunately to be promoted
to the rank of an army-phyfician, but alfo to be allowed
te fell the furgeancy which be bad nat purchafed, though he
has thought proper publicly to boatt (1803, p. 1 13) of
his having * fought employment in the army, to the neg-
Ledt of perfonal intereft.”

At p. 30and 31, Dr. Jackfon endeavours to elude the
argument which I had employed to demonflrate the be-
nefit refulti
and pharmacy, (on aceount of the limited extent of hu-
man life and of hurman intelle@) and contends that if
phyfician after prefcribing a remedy for ane ill of fe

from the divifions between phyfic, furgery,

compound it himfelf,or fee it compounded by another,ad-
minifter it with his ewn hand, or {ee it adminiftered by his
fervant,the duty will be done ina fmoreconfeientions 1
nerand the effe@t will be more eertain, than if be merely
write the peefeription.”  He protends alfo, that it will
be adminiftered with lgfk delay, Butall this is comp

Iy fallacious, unlels the apotheeary bea man fo faichl

sent as to be wholly unfit for his fituation : and it

refpelt to the time which one patient might gain by

obraining his medicines prepared and adminiftered by the
hands of hig phyfician, it could only be pained w
lofs of much more, taken from the other patients who
smight be equally in need of the fame phyfician’s ady ice
and affiftance, even i the phyfician were followed by
a waggon,or cart containing all the medicines likely

wanted in the courfe of his daily for by fopping
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he would be fo rouch lopger in getting to the fec

materially by thefe delays 3 and the ev
greater, if inftead of employing the waggon or carn, the
phyfician were to recuri to hig own home, and come a
fecond time to cach patient, with the remedy to be
iftered.
. Jackfon f:
tween phyfic and pharmacy, is only adled upon in ric
countrics,among rich people, and in great and op
ties. This may be true, but does it follow that, becaule

the likei If the poor cannot have the beft medical and
the beft furgical ice or affiftance, i.c.the adviceand af-
filtance of perfons who have devoted their whale atten-
tion to ane branch only of thehealingart,is it a reafon for
the rich to be fatisfied with one, who by dividing his at-
tention among different objedts, knows nonc of them
fufficiently ?

At p. 33, he endeavours to fupport his projett
founding all difiinftion between the different bra
medicine, by alleging that thelate E or Jofeph *in-
fituted fchools for the education of his medical fervants;
but in daing this he confounded the parts”—F*¥ not con-
ceiving that a regimental furgeon can never be duly qua-
lified to pradlice the two inricate ans of phyfic and fur-
gery." Mor have | ever conceived this; though I have
conecived, and fthall, 1 believe, always maintain, that an
individual who devetes his attention more immediately
toone of them, will pralice it better than ke would, by

Ora
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by dividing it equally between both, ' Tam not, howeve r,
fufficiently acquainted with the fadts or motives refped.
ing the Emperor Joleph's méthods of providing medical
officers for his armies, to difeuls this point accurately ;
but fuppoling they were fuch as Dr. Jackfon has ftared
them, (theuph his ftatements are fo feldom corred, thas [
can give no eredit to any which reft on his own authority)
the ill fuceels that attended, 1 bL-{iw:,trcr_',' one of the
eccentric projedts of that Sovercign, mull render his opini-
ons of no value, on the prefent fubjeft at leaft, of which
he was perhaps as lictle qualified to judgeas the Commif-
fianers of military enquiry.  One thing at leaft is certain,
that as the fick in armies greatly exceed the wounded in
number, perfons poffefiing that knowledge ofdifeafes which
peculiarly belongs tothe phyfician, mult be of high im-
Portance in every army, and there can be na ufe, as far
asl am able to perceive, in calling thofe who poffefs this
know ledge by the name of furgeon, as the Emperor Jo-
fephis faid by Dr. Jackfon to have dose.

Atp. 35, Dr. Jackfon, afier admicting that feveral of
the army phyficians during the American war were ap-
peinted to be fuch immediately from civil life (which was
in fadt the cafe of ail who were appointed in Great Bri-
tain) alleges that the Britith Commander in chief jn
America had during that war, “ the power of making a
regimental furgeon an army phyfician by general order”
That this was done in a few inflances, with faff furpeons
atleafl, 1 believe ; and it could not well be avoided ; be-
caule perlons regularly educated as phyficians were not
to be found when and where it was neceffary 1o make
fuch appointments.—But when Dr. Jackfon endezvours
to illuftrate this pradlice by faying that it was done in the
fame © manner as a regimeatal furgeon may be thruft
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into the college at Warwick-lane by mandawn™, he
betrays as ufual complete ignoranceiof the fubjedt.—No
petfon can be thrult into the college of Phyficians by
mandamus ; doflors’ degrees are under certain e
tions obrai at ane of the Englith Univerfities by man-
damus ; but having been obrained without the cufiomary
exercifes, refidence, &e. they confer no more right of
admiflion into the college of phyficians than Dr., Jack-
fon's degree, (hould he be found to poflefs one, from
&t. Andrew’s or Aberdeen. Even the moft regular
degree from Oxfordor Cambridge, gives no right of
admi into. the college of phyficians, without the
ulual examination and the ufual approbation ; nor can any
man become a fellow without two eleftions, firlt as a
candidate, or licentiate, and fecondly as a fellow ; fo
ibat it is pure ablurdity in Dr. Jackfon to talk of thruft-
ing a regimental furgeon * into the college of Warwick-

mentioning the time when Mr.
reon-general, fays, ** a regulation

¥, that no perfon fhould beplaced in the
flation of army-phyfician, who had not previoufly borne
a medical commiffion, ths o0, Fegie
mental furgeon, or apothecary to the forces.” Here, as
inather places, Ds. Jackfon is by much too prefimprusur.
No fuch regulation i# here fuppoled was ever fandlion-
ed by  the higheftauthority;" on the contrary that authe-
Tity was exerted immediately after Mr. Hunter's death in
forming the new board, which has proved fo offenfive to
Dr, Jackion. Me. Hunter, indeed, from particular cir-
eumitances, was pot well acquainted with, cly wap-
Preciate fully, the advantages ofa regular univerfity edu-




cation, efpecially as with fuperior matural endowments
and great induftry he had defervedly acquired p i
nence without fuch adva 25 ¢ he had mereover ol

cd that the army produced its own generals, and fug
fed that it might alfo produce its own phyficians ; tho

it is now well afcertained that generals as well as phy
cians are capable of being much improved by fome of
thofe feientific anainments which the army does not af-
ford. Conforming himfclf however to this opinion, he
adopted a fyflem of promoting medical men in the ar-
my aceording te feniority,  He indeed did not live .
enough to fee theeffefts of his fyfem illufirated by the
condudt of #8888 888 Ly he is known to have difeo.
vered at leall fome of its defefls, by the infu

or phyficians on his fyflem. And though his expe

of it had lafed but a very thort time, there isgood au
rity for believing that previous to his death he had ne
Iy refolved to adopt anew fyflem 5 and to appeint as
army phyfician one gentleman at lea®t who was appoin
ed to that office fram civil life, very foon after Mr, Hu
ter's death.

1 have already obferved that Dr. Jackfon choofes to
belicve thatfrom Mr. Hunter's fhore-lived pratlice ihe
furgeans have acquired a perpetual and exclufive right ro
‘be made army-phyficians, and thar, by laying afide Mr.
‘Hunter's innovation and returning to former ufage, a fc-
rious injury has beendone to them.

Dr. Jackfon's account, p. 39, of his modeof applying
1o the Phyfician-genicral for the office of an army.phyfi-
cian is fomewhat ludicrous, [ obferved to him, fays Dv.
TJackfon < that I had never afted in any other capacity
in England but that of a phyfician, and that he might
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know I was a phyfician, by a ézsf which [ had written
on the fevers of Jamaica, &c ™ whether this new way of
proving himfelf tobea pl lician was unfatisfactory to the
Phyfician-general (who had taken the law of the land for
his guide refpedling the qualifications of 4 -phyficians)
or whether having read the ook in e had difco-
vered thofe defedts which afterwards induced Dr. Jack-

fon to i de and make an cateaff of it by his pu
tion of 1758) I know not; it feems thac the Pl

clan-general at lall became . perhaps a
dignant, at D= Jackfon's perfevering importuniries.
And Dr, Jackion in hi

he tells us, became in
rrmt alfo; and after i

:
went dircfily to Lord Amberft ¢ with the i
refigning the furgeoncy of bulffs;" but he
in his anger, upon he 1) s repiment was
eid to Jerfey, whenee he vards accompanicd it
Bergen-op-Zoomin Augult 1794 | March 17¢
fays he, 1 was thraf in am
by an order of his Royal H
of Yark, o cond

readinefs dilapp
pretenfion Lo theoffice,
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by the college of phyficians when the circumflanices of
the fervice permitted me to return to England.”

Atp. 42, Dr. Jackfon charges me with having repre.
fented the Commiffioners of military enquiry © as prede.
termined judges, packing their jury, &e.” by examining
thofe perfons only fon the fubjelt of general holpirals)
who were likely to confirm them in their pre-conceived
opinions.”  WhatT wrots on that fubjeét (and which I
have now ne reafon to alter,) may be found in my own
publication,—not in Dr. Jackfon's. I certainly thought,
and Rill think full as much as I exprefled on that fub-
Jeét; and I fhall be much farprifed if the Commiffioners
themfelves thould even attempt to juflify their firange fo-
Ietlion of evidence. 1 probably offered the beft poffible
excufe for it, but Dr. Jackfon offers none, though  he
endeavours to help them out of their embarraffment se-
fpelting general hofpitals, where (as commonly happens
with men who are mifled) they havegone deeper into cr.
ror than their leader.—OF this, indeed, Dr. Jackfon mo-
deflly informs them at p. 44, where, after flating his
own smended opinion, he fays, “ this 1 conceive to be
your opinion.—1 do not fay that regimental holpitals
are alone fufficient, and that general hofpitals (hould be
antirely abolithed;" * Lonly fay (adds Dr. Jackion) that
the latter are not neceffary or ufeful in times of peace, or
in garrifons and fiationary quarters even in the enemy’s
territory.” Al this however is very far fhort of wh
the Commiffioners had fuppofed to be Dr. Jackfon's
opinign, and it leaves them a great deal to retraét

wion of themfelves, have always fhrunk from every approach
towards an examination, though at other times they certainly
40 uot appear deficient in feliconfidences
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or carre®. Dr. Jackfon theradmits that < no expe-
riment has been made with the dird® v of de-
termining  the relariv ; ifadvanrages *
of the general and ¢ Is. Bat
he thinks that * many av the courlé
<F military fervice, which
apimion that the re
mone  fortunar
e gencral hofpital ;™ and, * if the
& % there are reafons which

figient to account for it, without aferibing want of (kill
to the hofpital phyfician orextraordinary (kill to the regi<
mental furgeon.” ¢ The regi i
deftined for the rarly recef

ftanding the jwaller f: of the furgeon, the effedt is more
fortunate than in general hofpicals, when the difeafe is
fo far advanced, as not 1o be eafily arrefted, or where it
is fo complicated in its natare, by a combination of arti-
ficial caufes, as to mock the [Rill of the more learned and
regular phyfician,’’ Here it will be perceived that the
deftor again leaves his difciples the Commiffioners ina
forlarn condition, by abandoning all pretenfion on the
part of the regimental furgeons to any fuperiority in dkill
over the phyficians ; indecd the terms * army difeafes,™
and * army medical pradtice,” which oceur fo of-
tén in the repert of the Commiifioners, and were thoug
by them to mean fomething which gave the regi
furgmm: infinite advantage over regular ph

not [ believe once mentioned by Dr, Jacks
publication,—nor 1 believe in De. MG

hal'irsE probably been made athamed of thefe xpreffions
by my Letter to the Commiffioners, .

P
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In addition to the advantage which the regimental fur.
geon has of preferibing for the fick at the commencement
of thedifeafe, Dr. Jackfon relies very much onthe great.
er purity of air which he fuppofes to exilt in fmall regi-
mental holpitals, above that which is commoaly found
in the larger and more erowded general hofpitals, Asan
illuftration of this he recurs at p. 49,35 he had often done
before, not to the well-conduéted York hofpital at Chel-
feaand the depit at the Ifle of Wight, &e. but to thofe
which were on the continent in the autumn of 1794, and
carly part of 1795, and which were not under the diree-
tion of the army medical board, nor adequate to the num-
bers of the fick. ** The bad cafes, he fays, were not here
Selecied Tor the genesal helpitals, as is cuflemary on fusie
sceafisns ; the order went to direfh that every perfon w
was incapableof marching in the line (hould be fent off,

indr, a5 was

gendered ; irulence was angmented to the high-

ceof accamulat * &c. The difeals
it and fo concentras

et polfible dep

wasnot [ufficient to produce a return fo favourable as
Jechie mesir of the uneduea’ed furgesn at the regimental
infirmary.” Whether mere aceumnlation can engender
a contagious fever, where no contagion cxifs, is a quefl.
tionwhich I mean ro difcufs in another work. That ac-
cumulation will rapidly propagate and augment the viru-
lence of febrile contagion when once introduced, I am
ready to admit ; but 1 donot admit that accumulation or
crowding is an evil neceflarily connefted with general
hofpitals, To avoid it we need or y multiply their
number and increafe their fize according to the numbers
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of fick, If when unufual ficknefs rages in an army, th
regimental hofpitals can cfcnp._- this accum ulation, iv is
to the general hofpitals that they owe this boaficd exemp-
tiors, which they would be unable to preferve if the latter
were abalithed.

© When the troops landed in St. Damingo (favs Dr,
Jackfon, p. 50} in the year 1496, the fick weret
into general hofpitals, and the mortality was prosdiy
The hofpitals were here asclean as hofpitals could be
made, and comforts were procured for the fick in abun-
dance ; but emanations from a mafs of men brought to-
gether into fmall fpace, though the difeafe was not infec-
tious, feemed to deprive the air of its fal
This I cenclude t I
of effeft obferved where the fick were fpread ab
fmaller parties, though they remained under the fame or
# (imilar treatment.” It feems to me thar Dr. Jackfon
iz not entitled to the praife of candour for the mannerin
which ke mentions the mordality among the troops in the
general hofpitals at St. Domingo, which is intended to
perfuade his readers that it was occafioned by the general
hofpitals : whereas the fever which principally occafion.
ed the mortality in queftion, notorioufly proves fatal to
perlons arrivingin the Wefl Indics from colder climates
during the hotteft months of the year, whether they are in
halpitals or in private houfes. 1 do not mean to fay that
airmay nat be vitiated for the purpofes of refpiration by
excellive crowding, but I believe it is now well Tain-
el that this happens much lefs frequently, andeo 2 much
fmaller extent evenin cold countries 2nd feaions Jthan was
Eencrally fuppofed, and that in hot climates, fuch deteri-
omtions of the armofpheric air rarely, if ever, exifts ; be-

caufe hUman. habitations are there contrived with fo ma-

P2
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ny apertures to promote the free circulation of -air that;
wed 1o prodice 2 ft

unlefs unufual means be 3
tion of i, none will take place. More than twenty-f

years ago Dr. Ingenhouz, to his great furprile, found tha,
the air, which had been colleéted in the worlt and modt
crowded wards he Hotel Dieu at Paris, and brought
well feeluded 0f fecured in bules fo the houfe which
my father then occupied in the heft partof Paily,
and there tricd in a fine clear day by all the known refis,
proved ro be fearcely if au all different from the air of
that falubrivus village, gither in its propartion of oxygen,
o its action upen lime water, &, This trial was made
in the prefence of feveral members of the royal academy of
feiences, with the late Du ¢ Ta Rochefoucault and
ather philofophical perfons,  Similar cxperiments were
alterwaris made and with the like fuccefs by Fontana,
with the air of the, Hoeel Dicw av Paris ; alfo by Seguin
with that of other hofpitals, the wards of which had been
fhut up clofely, foas to be rendered offenfively |

and larely by Homboldt and Gay de Luffac, with
worlt part of the air ofa crowded theatre, in which
deficiency of oxygen was fo little as net to deferve cor
deratinn,

It is difficult to underfland and therefore to controvert
what Dr. Jackfon faysof ** the difference of effect ob-
ferved when the fick were fpread about in fmaller par-
ties,”  That many fmall pofls and detachments of the
Britith army at St. Dumingo were placed at interior and
more elevated Rations, and were therefure lefs ficklyis 1
believe well known, and tha: the fick at thefe pofts reco-
vered in greater proporion might reafonably be expetteds
without attributing any thing to the circumfBance of be-
ing lefs crowded.—If Dr. Jacklon means any thing
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elfe, and efpecially if he means that the fick fpread about
in fmaller partigs were in regimental ho itals, or under
regimental {reatment, I hawve his own a y for con-
tefling any fuch helief.  In a letter wrirten by him 1w
Mlr. Weir, datcd Pore au Prince, Of. 15th, 175, he
fays ** There is at pref=ntconfiderable ficknefs in the gar-
rifon, and the gencral holpital is tos yerowded. T had in-
tended io have enlarged it, or formed regimental hofpitals,
but there is difficulty in finding proper houfes. All the
fick at prefent are fent 1o the general hofpital. The lur-
geons of regiments have in general lietle to do, except to
drefs fore legs, whi almoft the only defeription of pec-
ple kepr in what are called regimental ho pitals.”  Tad-
duce this extrafl to prove that there was no opportunity
of making any fuch comparal -ftimate berween the ge-
peral and regimental hofpitals in St. Domingo as has
been alledged, efpecially by Mr. Borland, whofe evi-
denec on this fubject, as far as relates to the Weft Indies,
mult have been founded (if it had any undation at all)
upon what he faw at $t. Domings ; which, however, does
siot,cithier before or after the date of Dr. Jackfon's letter,
appear to have been capable of warranting any fuch con-
elufion as he chofe to draw from it.

Dr. Jackfon, indeed, tells us that when lre became the
fenior medical officer ar St. Domingo, after the depar-
ture of Mr. Weir, i. . in Seprember 1797, he broke up
the eftablifhmentof general hofpitals at Port au Prince
and “ placed the fick in the hands of the regimental {fur-
geans, taking care that the hofpitals were well equipped,
and that all the comforts which fick men require were
amply provided and duly fupplied. The effect (he adds)
was deeidedly more fortunare.* And this he aferibed o
the arrangement, nel to the greater ability of the medical
officer. It was prudent in him nat to aferibe any thing
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in this inftance “ to the great ability of the medical
officer,” i. . the regimental furgeon, confidering that in
aformer Letter, i.e. £5th October, 1796, he had declared
thefe gentlemen to be * ignorant of the nature and treat-
ment of the difeafes of the country,’ hecauie they were
only employed © to drefs forc legs.”  Probably, however,
therrue caule of any favourable change, fuppofing one
to have taken place, after Mr. Weir's departure, was
the approach of the cool Araithy feafon, which contined
until about the time when Dr. Jackfon quitted St, D)
mingo {inthe month of May, 1798} added to the fe

ing which almait all the troops at that ifland had previ-
oufly gained, and o the almoft total cefation of that fpe-
cies of warlare which makes general hofpitals neceffary ;
for theugh a general hofpital &ill fubfified at the Mole,
and alfo at Jeremie, we are no where told that there was
any greater mortality at thefe places than in the regiment-
al hofpitals at Port au Prince 5 but if the contrary had
happened, nothing could have been concluded with cer-
tainey from that eireumflance, becaule one fea-coaft town
in the Welt Indies is often fickly while others are heal-
thy, and inanother feafon it is healthy when others arc
the reverfe,

Though Dr. M*Grigor thought proper to difclaim
all community of ideas and opinions with Dr. Jackfon,
both have employed the very fime arguments and  mifre-
prefentations concerning the mortality which I mention-
ed to have cccurred in the regimental hofpitals of this
kingdom, according to the recums of lat March ; and
Dr. Jeckfon preiends as Dr. M*Grigor had done, that
“ the returns of the gencral hofpital at the Lile of Wight
during the fame period,” were il lefs favourable than
the aggregate returns of regimental holpitals,throughGreat
Britain, Having in the former part of this publication,

111

gy &e. fufficiently expofed the deceptions which Dr.
M Grigor attempted on this point, and done j
hofpital of the Ifle of Wight, I need only notice the feue-

ice to the

mility which Dr. Jackfon has fuperadded to his mifrepre.
fentaiions on this fubjefl, and malicioully employed
againil me, only becaufe | had fimply ftated the faet, as
indieated by the ret for the month of March, and

mentigned my having hecior genc-

A charge or
) f s ferious
initfelf ; an calls for reprehenfion,
even for p

the military in the ability of ers, and  as fuch
ious to the profperity of the v." Todi-

minifth confidence, when it is well fou and well pl
ced, is [acknowledge highly improper,—but I believe
no wife man will think it expedicat to repolea blind
confidence in new modes of treating fick foldiers when
direfted by fuch men as Mr. Borland, and accompanied
X ."l'lcra‘t[n.'l.'lpll-ug, likeDr,
MGrigor,te account for the very exiraordinary number of

by fuch extraordinary mortal

deaths in the regimental hofpitals, in February, March,
and April laft, by fuch inadequate caules as the * volun-
teering from the militia into the regulars,” and the
drafting into ** the militia by ballot,” Dr. Jackfon adds,
* but before Dr. Bancroft or the Phyfician general, whofe
orator Dr. Bancroft appearsto be, can pretend to judge
the queflion like men of fcience, it behoves them o ob.
tin detailed returns of regimental and general hofpitals,
even of the hofpitals inflituted for the poor fick in Londan
and clfewhere; and when  they have done this, it is ne-
ceffary that they compare the whole, and eftimate the
martality in cach clafsof difeale, in cach of thefe effa-
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blithmeats.” How greatly ought we to- lament that Dr.
Juckfon had not Fraagly inculeated this Ioffon of autivn up=
en the minds of his friends Mr. Berland and Dr.
M Grigor, bjfere they went 1o be examined at (he affice of
militiry enquiry ; perhaps he might then Bave deterred
them from making upen sath thofe affertions by which the
Commifianers were mifled, refpefting the comparative
advantages andsliﬁdv.mugcsof general and of regimen-
tal hofpitals, in places, and affimes, when there were no
proper means for any thing like a fair compari fon ; fearce-
ly indeed for any com parifon whatever.

At p. 61, Dr. Jackfon attempts, though in vain,
to extricate Mr. Borland from the charge of having
calumniated the regimental furgsons on the continent,
by declaring that they had  become  difcontented
and carelefs of the fick in confequence of the
appointment * of perfons from civil life to the fitua-
tions of faff phyficians and fergeons," though it has
been proved by Mr. Keate that ms fueh appaintments
Bad then taken pluce on  the continent, Dr, Jackfon ad-
mits “*that there sre no ¢ircumbtances which will rendera
good man inaflive or indifferent to the difcharge of adu-
ty fo nearly eonnedted with his heart as the care of afick
foldier.” “This being true, it follows either that the fur-
geons in queltion were not good men, or that Mr, Bor-
land has flandered them by reprefenting them as having
become inaftive and carelefs in regard o this endearing
daty, even when nothing un ulual, unreafonable, or im-
proper had occurred to rend er them diffatisfied. And
yet D, Jackfon fancies he can rel ieve Mr, Borland
from this perplexing dilemma, by affefling to expasi-
ate upon the * artachment which, he fays, the regiment-
al furgeon often forms to the foldiers of the corps in
which he ferves.”  But does fuch atachment fhew ifeld
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in this way, and render the furgeon carclels of the lives
of thofe to whom he is fo much attached ;' Thar Dg
M*Grigor might have become difeontented and ng-g!i.l
gent of his duty on the continent, and that he might have
endeavoured to render others (o, 1 can readily believe,
after reading his evidence on this fubjedt; but that this
was trie of the regimental furgeons penerally, T sm neither
able nor willing 1o believe ; for though I do not (like
Drs. Jackfe I igor, and Mr. Borlind) pre-
tend to bethe pion, I hape I thall always be rea-
dy to do them juftice, which hasnot I believe alwiys been
done to them by thofe who have fo offi fly fiood for-
ward astheir leaders
Atp, 62, Dr.
topie,
{peedily
this he pre;
publifhed in 1803
of paticots, not inre
of Chatham
wve been twenty days at the
ps atthe latter, and from chefe

time taken for the care
pitals, but in the gemeral

cures, performed not in regimental n gemeral b

pitals, he mofl abfurdly infers that fpeedier cures may be

made in the former than in the latter, To diminith, how-
ever, the abfurdity of this reafoning Dr. Jackfon tells us
that thefe gencral hofpitals approached nearer than others
o the regimental, in their ' aecan d dilcipline,™
They had moreover the bencfit of his own fkill, ‘with
thfl of Mr. Borfand, But of the real value of his cures
wemay judge by looking at Dr. Maclaorin's laft letter,
28 publilhed by the Surgeon.general (appendix No. 8)
where he writes *¢ 1 affirm that 1 very rarely faw difeafe

Q
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in any verya@ive form at Chatham holpital, I have
cven been affonithed at the frivolous cafes Dr. Jackfon
ad | into the hofpital, and told him fo ; but in this
cuftom he had th vantage of making thenumber of ad-
millions appear large:” It might - have been added alfo
that Jic had the advantage of making the cures appear an
the avcrage more (peedy, as well as that of making them
bear a greater proportion: to the number of deaths, But
th in this way he contrived to” admit more patients
than his predeceflor Dr. Mitchell, he alfo contrived to
lofe a much greater proportion of them by death. It ap-
pears from a flarement made by D, Maclaurin (whom
vintance and the general opimion of
Teonfider as a gentleman of

queftionable veraci nd honor) and prefecved in his own
hand-writing, that in the fpace of fix menths, Dr. \f:t-

chell admitted at Chatham hofpital 180g individua
and that Dr. Jacklon in the' like

000, and thofe of Dr. Jackfon e 49 in 1oco, a mefan-
choly difference confidering * the frivolous cafes,"which
ekion is faid 1o have admimed. I am,indeed;infor
at at the depde [Chatham) Dr. Jackfon fometimes
2 them from their looks or other cir-
comitances,thar they were ill;and :]:c-u.'h they declared the
contrary,he conflrained them to go into the hofpital, where
thefe vnlucky men, if able fo bear, Mr. Borland’s *¢ V.
5, W. & C. B." (meaning venae [eBlion, warm and cold

bathing,) with their ufual sccompaniments, emetics, pt

gatives, and bliflers, were in a fow days confidered &
convalefcents ; and in this way it was 'Prﬂemi:cl, and
perhaps even believed by Dr, Jackfon, that fevers were,

0 adopt his own ‘expreflion, ey

on-fet ;" though it was neither cert

even probable, that any tf like r

have occurred, if the
felves.  Somuch for o
Jackfon, and for his
theirhelp he has cftablithed His * p
hofpitals ;" and, for which he anc
“that bad cafes of dileafe only

ntal furgeons, who [

their paticnis in les time
and furgeons of general hofpitals
whofe difeafes are mo

affording moom for

latter; and all d

to oecupy Dr. Jacki leeping
almoft exc ely ) are in truth [
that even 5

the fimps il

alfive fervice,

all belief of any fuper

fick by regimental furgeons.

and preiended to beli

have manifefted ci

norance.  General hofpi :'-l\
neceflary, at lealt w

Temains but 1o correft t
efpecially that exceflive

all the complaints

nated.

]\n-:ml’ 1'1. at pag

icult and dangerous, i
may be confidently expefied, and even requi
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Iam at alofs to conceive why Dr. Jackion has
theught proper to fiate, p. 64, as an objeStion to general
hofpitals, that ** there exifls no motive in his (the regi.
mental furpeon’s) mind, on account of conuedtion with
other branches of the trade, which induces him to
temporize or procecd flowly in his courfe.® Dues Dr.
Jackfon beligve that faff-phyficians and ftafffurgeons
in general hofpitals are not as much exempt from fuch
molives as regimental furgeons, and that it is equally
their interelt to cut the difeafe fhore ?

At p. 64, 5, &e. Dr. Jackfon labours to juftify
Mr. Borland's evidence refpedting the fick of the
Ruffian army, fent from Holland to Gu.cmﬁ.'y and Jer-
fey in 1799. “ Dr, Borland, (fays he), was att
to the Ruflian auxiliary troops, as an afliftant infpec-
tor of hofpitals, and as fuch he muft be fuppoled to have
known the flate of their health, for be was prefent
with them in theifland of Jerfey. He tofiffed wpen
eath that they were fickly, and that the ficknels
was contagious fever.  When a perfon fpeaks upon sath
he does not fpeak inadvertently, and being er fbe Spat, be
doce mat [peak withsur knowledge of the fact.* When any

feven other perfons(wha a
from this cat
larded an Cof
of the medical

o D, 5l
m and the gt
every one of whol
have been pr

£ember—Now asit can
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one, whoever he may be, endeavours to invalidate fuch

tellimony and folemn affeveration, with no beteer authori-

ers on cath, it malt be he.
Neved, acco r to the words of Dr. Jackfon,
et fpeak i
yet, when it [
by cha
msedical afficer: pital Dr. MIGr

€lared with ¢ hapter

entitles him (o
far Dr. Jack

enly toak pl
Boneuntil

have landed at fome cut port,and perk

andlegin his folic

ing, his arrival may

Reamt as early as the o or De.

. did mot f2il for the
Weik Indics, until fon

in Junerygq,the amount of

€annot have cxceede
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ty than vague report, or fanciful prefumption, T cannot
refift faying that the fentiment of h loes not refide
inhim; and in the prefent inflance you may be i

to think with me, that Dr. Bancroft, inftead of b
diferedit on Dr. Borland, proclaims his own want of prin-
ciple, in ataching to an cath no greater value than it
bears with the Tranfatlantics® in a cuftom-houfe.” If
Dr. Jackfon before he made this difeharge of ill-natored
feurrility had forefeen that Mr. Keare would have pub-
lithed thofe fa@ts which are fated in his 15th, 16th, 17th,
18th, 88th, and r1ofth, pages relpedling Mr. Boeland's 1/
timany as delivered to the Com ers of military en-
quiry, and at pay and 42 refpe

Dr. M*Grigor, I am con wonld

trodden upon burning coals, il

names when about to expati

to troth wh

under the obligation of an cath; a

that he would have taken great ¢

reply fram me by actufing me of want of principle:

with the five or
extend to four ¥

fervice, and
indecd a fow
ploymeat in thale
allowed to be foreign fer
fated by the Surgron-general may ferveas
curscy of the declarations made by Borland, e
effueratim.'
® [ have already
1 wasborm in An
deaveur to fhgmatize thofe whem he calls “ rr
thinking that he could thereby gratify Lis fplee
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being without * fentiment of honour,” becaufe 1 did not

give implicit belief o Me. Bo d's evidence. As the

matter now ffand has placed his friend. in a crue) pre-

dicament, by reminding them of what they cught 3 have

dene om ihat [, o i
%

it the fame time ren-
wn juftification to how
d in that refpeét, by refer-
= account of their condudt,
4, concerning the Ruflians in Hol-
ed, and thofe
o hofpitals, were em-
outh ;" whic
Ifrom re
ners §in W

srtant circumf

enfagion ;™ anex=

proper if the whole

were {ent to be raken care of

e e tals ar Y uth, Golport &e. had
been achua 1 G ¥, and Jerf That an
army relieved from all irs and from all the fick,
or at lealt all wl ered as fuch, and fent from
Holland to the lehy nds of Guernfey and Jerley
with no fervie duty perform, but that of keep-
g themfeives : at the end of fix monihs
have only had 100 C g wonderful, or ca-
pable of proving any fort of Mity in regimental
bofpitals, as Mr. I 1d pretends. On the cone
trary, the 2ooo fick fent 1o and fuccefsfully treated
in the general hofpitals at Yarmouth, would afford
much  better  evidence in favour of the latter,
though Dr, Scott has never boafted of his fervices in
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regard to thefe. It would have been well for Dy,
Jackfon, when he undertook to vindicate Mr. Borland's
teflimony concerning the great nefs among the
Ruffian foldiers in Jerfey and Guerofey, and the fu-
perior berefits which according to that  teflin
thele foldiers derived from being  treated in re
Limental holpitals, if he had recollefed his  own
preceding accounts of this matter. In his publication
ef 1803, p. 172, he alcribes the refloration of health to
thole of the Ruffians who were fick in Guernfey and
Jerdey, not to regimental hofpitals, nor regimental tres
ment, but £z their own rigid sbfervance of Lent, * During

became thin "—he adds, “if lent had lafted the wh
year, there were grounds to fuppole thar the holpi
might have been entirely brekemup.”  In his letter to the
Commiflioners, Dr, Jackfon afferts that a great part of
the Ruflian troops did not reach Jerfey and Guerni
until Janwary, and as Leot began in the followis
monthy and rendered !¢ the hofpitals thim," there feems
1o he no appearance of the very great ficknefs mentioned
by Mr. Borland, nor any fort of room for thole con
fions by which he endeavoured to perfunde the Com.
millioners of the pretended fuperiority of regimental
hofpitals.

At p. 65, Dr. Jackfon returns. to the fubjeét of infec-
tion as propagated in geocral hofpitals; and feems really
to know little or nothing of the infiruflions framed by
the army medical board, approved by His Majefty, and
ordered tobe enforced by the Commander in chigf on the
315t of March, 1829, in which: all the means hitherto
confidered as moft efficacious arc prefcribed 1o prevent

the arigin, and check the progressof infedtion.” He
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owns that infeflious difeales ** appear occafionally in

avolded by porfoms who are little acquai

ples of organization,”® and thele perfons ** are regular

T!l}'ﬁui;ns taken from efvdl life.” What Dr, J:I..:K{U!l
(for 1 am willing to believe he m fome |

but I

, they gene-

y o difcriminate

difeafes, and arrange 1 ¥ vp fo3s to ob-

wviate the propagation of g s well as Dr.

Jackfon, or any of his it betrays no
little prefumption in him cver ihe cont

At p. 68, Dr. Jackfon recurs to the fubjedt of
gerers. 1 had truly in my Leuer tothe Commif-

ed by Dr. Jaekil




122

fianers, that in what are firitly and properly called
general hofpitals, where the fick, or thofe fuppofed to
be fo, arc fent in by regimeptal {urgeons, the malin-
gerer have impafed upon his furgeon before he could
reach the general hofpital.®  To evade this Dr. Jackfon
naw fays that the foldier being fick when fent by his fur-
geon to the general al, and being there cured. he
afferwards becomes 3 malingerer, by feigning difeafe
when pone exifls; and thar his cunning is ** often an
over match for the r V's penetration.” One
cannot refrain from g the modefiy of this irregular
in fuppofing that the regular phyfician after euring a
difeale tho want fufficient penetration to difcover
the cure, or (o perceive any change from the marbid
appearances and fympoms which bad formerly exifled.
He evidently forgets that it was one of his irregular
fraternity, I mean Dr. Laft, who could enly ** know

= Dr. Jackfon and b
fick, then al rboil

profufely bleeding the
it baths, and afterwards
other depletingand

the 26th of July, 1
w fentled 25 a phy
and

a3 they felt
¥ 3) fel-
i g polinre,
Suopplicated exemption from the ho
At
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when a patient's ill, by his comploining he is not well”
The regulars pretend to have means of k
and I am’perfuaded they are means o
though Jefs vidient than thofe which h
employed without fuccels by t}

At p. 69, Dr. Jackfen attemy
general hofpitals have been arte
profufion of expence.”  In addi

thi
this,

11 a5 cereain,

publithed on this fubjedt, I ne
rent parts of Mr. Keare's Ob
fadts more than fuffici

hofpitals have not always been co
perfedt and the molt aconomic
nothing to hinder their e fo ¢ ted, astop

no grearer expence than the regimental, regard b

MAnner,

\'.
had to the amount of comforts and the valus of medical
and furgical fkill in each.

To prove that * the m

Ralph Abercrombie’s exg
1705, was exceflive, D, Jackfon compares it wich 1h

of the Ruffian auxiliary army, fent o Holland in T500,
which, though deflined to aét in a climate fo my
healthy than the Welt Tndies, was fo ir

more
juately pro-
vided with medical officers, even for European fervice,
that after nearly zgoo fick and wounded
Britith general

had been fentto

I from all
military operation in the healthy iflands of Jerfey and
Guernfey, (ill wanted the af eminent
pradlitioners as Dr, Jackfon and Mr. Borland, and
[which prebably was not of lefs uft) that of the g
furgeons of thofe iflands.  Dr. Jackion is very uiifortn:
nate in choofing his proofs and illufirations.

At pageza, Dr. Jackfon urges .

Rz
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Military Enquiry, to undertake an invelligation for af-
eertaining ““the maximum of duty, that is the greatelt
number of fick or weunded, for whom a phyfician or fur-
geon can be fuppofed to do the needful ;" and for this pur-
pofe heywith his ulsal kindnefs, offers them his affiftance,
without feeming to recolleét that, after having been fo
often mifled by him, the Commiflioness may now hefi-
tate about availing themfelves of it. He then proceeds
to fix the time which phyficians, f:ug‘mux, and mates

ought daily to employ in attending their patientd, and
this he flates to be cight hours in the five in the
forenoon, and three in the afternoon.  The pertion
of time for daily labour being thus fettled, be propofer
that the CommifTioners thould “ fummon a committes
of medical officers” to alcertin the number of patients
which may be properly alloted to cach jliyfician ind

furgeon ; and, to render this number the greater, he
propofes to place them in a particular mahner, * If,~
fays be, ** the fick be claffed fefentifically, and arranged in
their wards according to the charadlers of difeafer,and their
conditions ¢ vix. pragrefe towards recevery or death, a phy-
fician will be enabled to execute his medical duty with
more facility, and with better effeét for 1co fick, than
he could for go of the fame defeription if they be thrown
together promifcuoufly; "andthen he tells us,what I da not
believe,that by means of this clafliication, with the help of
one affiltant,and a difpenfer of medicines,he preferibedfor
geaparients daily atthe depit in the e of Wight,during
the months of September and Oftober, 1801, When
the propafed committee thall have enabled the commil
fioners o fix definitively the number of fick and
wounded for whom each medical officer is capable of
performing the neceffary duties, and thus * to lay the
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pafis of 2 permament fyflem of medical difcipline for
the national military force,” he advifcs them * to call
for regular returns of the fick troops ferving en different
flations, at home or abroad, for inftance, the Weft
Indies, Cape of Good Hope, Malta, &c. accompanied
with returns of the medical officers, general and regia
mental, allotted for their care,” * in order to alcertain
whether or not the medical fiaff exceeds the jull pro-
portion,” and thus to fee if they have conflantly been
fully employed; always fuppoling that no allowance
ought to be made for the uncertain increafe of fick-
pefs among the troops, or the ficknefs and death of the
medical officers themflelves; and forgetting that by
their diftribution at different ftations and iflands, it may
not be always pradlicable to proportion the medical
officers with exaftnefs to the fuppofed number of fick at
eachof them, becaule a medical man cannot conveni-
ently be fplic into fradtional parmts.  He afterwards ac-
knowledges “ that mef medical men in England will
be difpofed to confider his eftimate of the medical ftaff*

* Upom thi 1 ether occafions, D
thaewhien * ¢

¢ where

¥ ers,
ris, who lately re = of phylician to
*s. forces, in wrikir Dr. Jackfon's

crombie’s army had n
mentlons that'in the ye
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a5 foo T, and fays he has made it only on “ an im.
plied condition;"” which ** does ot exift o things are,
ive. that every medical officer; not fimply the

fician, is' competent to the’ treatment of common dif.
eafes, that he is encrgetic in adtion, and zealous in Jif.
pofition; that the fick arc claffed in wards or apart-
ments according to the nature of difeafes and their con.
ditions'; and further that the remedies are adminiftered
immediately, and under the eye of the perfon who pre.
feritbes.™  After  premifing thefe conditions, (moft of
them cither unattaimable or improper) he again recun
to his former aflertion “ that the medical flaff ap.
pointed for the expedition to the Cape of Good Hope
and the Weft Indies, in the year 1793, were [o exc ,
that if it had happened “ that the whale ATMy was in
the fick lift at one time, the hofpital-Aaff alone migh:
be deemed equal to the duty of preferibing for this en.
tire force,” But unlefs Mr. Young and Mr. Weir, the

& the lait war, it co
Good Hope, as far as 1 ean difcover. 1
Britith troops had never been before em
tent of ficknefs to which th
nor canld the refiftanc

<
previoufly afcertained .

of the troops were wound

health. But while fo m

thafz events,

Buity than 3 d of medical
well acquuinted with thefe circy
underftand guo omims, ke recurs |
excels of the medical-ftaff at yhe
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two chicf medical officers in the Wefi Indies, and in-
desd many others, were guilty of the moft palpable
milreprefentations and impofitions in their
urgenk requifitions for 3
Jackfon mu

frequent and
onal medical affitance, Dy,

charge of having in this
inflance advanced a moft proundlefs and
cufation. Thave in pa

urious ac-
s 56 and 57 of my Letter to the
Commiflionsrs, given my opinien on this fubject, which
was alierwards fo completely confirmed by the decifive
and irreliftible evidence publifhed by the Surgeon-ge.
neral, (fee Article Mo, X1I. of his Obfer ations) that it
i unncceilary to beflow any farther notiee on this ab.
furd exaggeration of Dr. Jackfon, He feems to be
aftuated by an inordinate defire to attraét notice, and
fuppofing himfelf bell able to do it by

nermeddling
with the arran

nents of the medical department of
teps his wits perpetually at work o
difeover and fuggelt fome innov.
may carry

the army, he k

1 or projett which
tarance of faving money, however
impracticable or fall;

ious; well knowing that his chi.
merical fihe

s are not likely to be ever broug]
any trial cap: of demonfirating tl 4
that, unlels this can be done, he may g

zeal, knowl

ht 1o

In regard to what he pretends
0 kave do : i ifter Mr. Weirs depara
ture, I ve that the fmall number of
troops then rema had nearly all become feafoned
10 the clima that winter or healthy feafon wag
*proaching; that active miliary operations were al.
maoll at an end ; and that the evacuation of the ifland
foen after took place:

With refpect 1o Dr. Jackfon's method of armanging
thefick in wards, firlt according to the forms and charag.
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ters of the feveral difeales, and afterwards according to
the progrels which they appear to be making towa
desth or recovery, fo that all the wards may be oceuy
by patients under fimiler difeafes and in fimilar cond
tions of recovery, or of approach todeath I wm con

that it pever took placéin the depit hofpital

of Wight, atleaft to any confiderable exten

that no exilting hofpitals can afferda {ulficient variety
wards for thatmode of ATFANgemEnt, of howeverhe
has given a fuller explanation in his publication of 1805,
between piges 16 and 2154 beginning with the new
tient, when firft placed “in the receiving room," where
Be ** is corredtly examined by the phyfician or re
memal furgeon ; the nature of the malady is pree
afiertained, and notice given to the proper ferv

to prepare the bed.” Here it fuits Dr. Jacklon's
pofe to reprefent it as an ealy mavtor always, and on th
wery ffrjt adwi[fanof  patient, to ¢ aftertain preci
nature of bis difeafe = but when he formerly wan
affiftanece of Mr. Borland at Chatham hofpiral, it fuited
his purpole togive a very different and truer acco J
his matter, in a letter dated the 4th January, 1801,
Colonel Brownrigg, in which he deferibed the patic
of the hofpital as confifting chicfly, cither of pe
bouring ** under dangerous difeales which req

quent vifits during the day, or difeales of fuch es

sature s to require fong and cargfil examinatiin

the wature of the maladies com be clearly difesmercd”
much for the facility and certainty with. which patic?
upén their firlk admiffion can be immidialely and pr
arranged in wards according to thelrfeveral difeafes.
Jackfon next proceeds to what he calls the * propa
procefs,” of ¢ copious, or whatis deemed by meffpe
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to be profife, bleeding,” with ** bathing whether warm,
or cold, or alternate,”” which operations are to take place

in the receiving room.. Of thele the late” Dr. Maclau-
rins, Dr. Morrifon, M. Stratford, &c. pave ace
[publifhed in the Oblervations of Mr. Keate, apj 5
Mo, 8.) which feems to me to be in a great degree confirms
ed by D, Jackfon himfelf. *¢ The preparatary procefs,”
fays lie, “¢ of bleeding, purifying. the {kin, and bathing
the body, being conduted in the manner fiated,  carried
to the wfefil point of execution, the patient furnifhed
witha clean fhirt, &e, is conveyed with care to the bed
allotted for him, in ‘his proper ward,” and * fo dif

i

nience the remairder of the medical

which generally confifts for the day of adm of avo-
mit or a ftrong purge, or both, in addition tothe ** prepa-
ratory profufe bleeding, and warm and cald bathing,”
before.mention=d.

Among the advantages to be obtained by D, Jackfon's
method of arranging the fick, he mentions ‘¢ a fueility of
proferibing' as the moft undmiakie, for, as * difeales ofa
fimilar nature arc claffed together in the fame ward, it is
known, fays he, that remedies required for the cure of
fuch difeafes are of a fimilar kind:™ and this naturally
fuggefls the prafticability of proferibing for a whale ward
at amce, and of thus realizing and converting into fober
truth what Foote imagined and exhibited on the fageas
a fir fubject for wit and ridicule; and it is probably by
this mode of preferibing that Dr. Jackfon intendec
leaft if he was fincere in his propofal) to undertake fin
the care and treatment of as many pat 15 the Phyfici-
an general, aflifted by two army phylicians, It may
alfo be recollefted that Dr. Jackfon offered to parform:

5
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duty * withiout the affiflance even of a dlerk 1o write his
prefcriptions,” and . at firt T was ata lofs' to conceive
how the elerk Would be rendered unneceffary ; but it'has
fince occurred to me as pradticable from the uniformity
of Dr. Jackfon's modes oftreatment ; and I think it
likely that i was his defign to order certain initials to be
painted or inferibed on the door of cach room or ward,
fignifying the.different means which were tobe employed
generally for the patients'in that particular room, e, g,
thofe initials which occurred fo frequently in the preferip.
tion books of the depde hofpitals when, ohder the m
nagement of himfelf and Mr. Borland, ¢« V',

C. B meaning, venefeftion, warm and cold bath.
By this ingenious device no elerk woald be wanted, and
certainly thephyfician might difpatchina very litle time
a very large nomber of patients,

As to the almoft daily. removals of the patients to new
wards, new beds, new attendants, &e, odhefe are not
free from confiderable abjedlions, even’ when, the pro.
grefs of the patients leads’ them towards recovery; and
eertainly fick perfons who are gening beteer, generally
difcover it by own feclings without this kind of in-
formation 3 but when ¢ the subm of movemient,!’ to
ufie a favourite exp of Dr. Jackfan, impelied them
in a contrary dired (vehich is fiated o have often oc

) the cffcils of this kind of

apprelienfions of the

¥y m

How melancholy and diltreffing muft be the feelings of
thefe who are potinfenfible, arid w d themfelves fopa-
rated from their cor | placed in wards knownto
beappropriated to the dying, or to thefe in imminent dan-
gerof death | farely dhis 45 not the way, nor are thefe
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the. proper means, to render. jts ipproaches comfort.
able, and {trew flowers along the paths ch lead to the
grave.

At page 82, Dr. Tackfon brings forward what Dr.
MGrigor (had meditated, i, e. an afertion that T was
detained at ““ ithe polt of hom
againil my will ; raufcin a fate
of extreme det beginning to tecover from a
fevere atiack of the yellow fever at Martinique, [ applied,
as many s did, for leave to ret
recover my health (See the note, pe
fuch effufions of )
haw much s i clirous he is to
injure. my reputation ; he difcovers alio how deftitute he
is of fadts for the accomplifhment of this defire,

At p. 84, Dr. Jackfon. recurs to the fuppeled difeon-
tinuance of gencral holpital fyflem at the Cape of
Good Hope, and afterwards proceeds to the Well Indies,
where he fays there is but enc gencral hofpital, and one

Ltp do the daty of its

s, becaule the Britith

wy and for feveral years

have been employed ¢ 0 garrifon duty.—No attack

has been made upon the encmy, and the fuperiority of the
Britith v has made it impodfli for him to attack
any, Britith pofeflion ; it is not presended that in
fuch  circumilances general hofpitals are indifpenfably

necellary ; they having been provided and intended for a

different Mate of things, But after thefe affertions and

argument® (abundantly refuted as I troft) Dr. Jackion

Appears to er himfelf with a belicf of his having de-

monftrated his affertion, that either the regimental or the
52
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General ofpital faff was unneceffary on the expedition to
the Weft Ind::s, in 1496, and’that the Commiflioncrs
will * have the fatisfadlion of fecing that they have not
incurred an error in tranferibing it:" The Commiflioners
however, will, probably, now have acquired too much
prudence to indulge themfelves in this deceitful and
fhort-lived fpecies of farisfaction,

What Dr. Jackfon fays at p. 84, and 85. of the expen.
diture of the depbt hofpiral, and the wafle of drugs and
unneceffary provifion of furgical infiruments during the
late war, has been fo efficacioufly refoted by thelurgeon
general that any thing more on the fubjeét would be
fuperfiuous.

After baving led the Commiffioners of military enquiry
thus far, and taught them how they are to think as well
as to o, Dr. Jackion in return for all their docility
propofes moft unhandfomely #o caff them of, as unfie for
his purpofe, and to fubmit the whole matter % 1o the
decifion of a heard or commiffion, which confronts
eviderice, and is at the fame time competent to fudge the
queltion on all its peints.  Such a board, he adds, * muit
comprehend military experience, medieal bsuledge, and
mercamile information,” and he afierwards flaves his
seafons for thiuking each of thefe kinds of knowledge to
be sfential to the decifion of this matter. T had in my
Letter to the Commiflioners of Military Enquiry attri-
buted their errops chiefly to the circumflance of their
being completely deftitute of medical knowledge, which
Dr. Jackfon alfo thinks to be indifpenfably necefary,
and therefore withes for men better qualified :* hul when

H '\\-I. ther the commifioners have b difgulied bl' Dr.
Jackfon’s uagve f ieturn i thetr con ad docility,
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leonfider how much thefe appointments have already
coft the public, and how little real benefit has refulted
from them,I do not feel much anxiety fur another Board,
even with the improvement fuggefied by Dr, Jackfon.

1 have thus followed Dr. ]nc.:\'[on through a ferics of
repetitions in which ideas formerly promulgated by him
at different times, and in different forms,have been repro-
duced, with little or no wvariety, but that which  refults
from their combination with new and injurious milrepre-

my refutation has therefore often unavoid=

en the form of a Commentary. It will however

I hope appear, that I have fufficiently anfwered and re-
pelled his arguments, affertions, and derogatory imputa-
tions ; and that 1 have Iul_l':' eftablithed CveTy 11|:|ﬁ[i01:
advanced in my Letter to the Commilfioners, which was
controverted by him. Oa feveral important points in-
entured to give the Commif-

fioners any port, particularly on thae of excluding
phyficians from the army ; and oa the pecuoliarities which
they were pleafed to fuppofe in army difeafer, and army
medical pra@ice, fo often mentioned in their report as mat~
ters of great importance ; and he has exprefily difelaim-
edall belick, in their novel and improbable neotion, that

Calvert Clarke,
1l not vent

to them
danbil
der it worfe bya
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drmyl phyficlans; are léfs comettnt to the treatiient g
fick foldiers :than refgimenital furgedns.

Di. Jackion has alfo abllained, even frém the leaft
endeavoaf to jullify; or countemance the priticg of the
prefint Infpector genéral of arthy hofjiitals,in withhe
from: army phyficians, all promation to the dffices of in-
fpettor, and deputy infpedtor of hofpitals  and it may
bz hoped that a praffice which is eonfeffedly defiitute
of foundation in reafon or jiflice, and fo injurious both
toindividoals and the public fErvice will e difcontinued,

Iwill fiow take my leave of Dr, Jackfun, and as

-hope fok ever, - Ir beeame me perhaps #hee o meet him
in this way ; but I fully intend todo it no miore : unlels

a5

heihould, in fome futdre pliblication regarding me, pay
more attention to troth; than [ can expedk, or than b sp-
pears to have done in any thing (whicl I have feen) pro-
ceeding from him for feveral years. 1 Have other and
better occupations than  controverfial writing: and 1
would gladly even forget thofe by whom it has been
foreed upan me,

L am forry however that I cannot  conclude without
enee more mentioning the name of Mr. Borland, 1 was
informed fome timie fince of his having foon after the pub-
lication of my Letter to theCommiffioners of Military En-
quiry, written and fent fo His Rayal Highnefs the Com-
mander in chief, to the Secretary at war,and [ believe o
fome or all of His M:lj(ﬂ'\"i Minifters, a feries of remarks
uipon that letter, in which my nar 35 Wery roperly
mentioned ; and withing that my refutation of the pub-
lications of Dr. M*Grigor and Dr, Jackfon might be ex-
tended to Mr.Borland's Remarks alfo,if worthy sf my no.
tice, and that 1 might thusat once filenceall iy antagonilis,
orat leaftrid myfelf of all necefity for farther controverf
with them, I wrote in July lafi, to Mz, B and, ment
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ing the information I had received, and requelting a
copy of his Remarks; and at the fame time I fairly
cxplained my motive for afking it, adding that I hop-
ed he had not wrinen
which he wilbed ro conceal from me. My application,
however, proved fruitlefs ; for though he pretended in

thing refpefiing me,

his anfwer, that he had no with to conceal what he had
writicn, he refuled to make me acguainted with it, and
rintellizible reafon, than

on full S and that T was

T

c been' & miakter ablolutely indiff:

fureign to my ‘apg i01. B eyer thus dee

i of the opy ) g arid ng
what Mr, Borland has wr
exprefs my hope that his «
£¥er nature they may . have b
to gain credit in the
unrefuted,
flatements or allegatio
jultify himfe|
he at 1

[pedt that he
one this, if wh UpoT 3 fefts by his
conduét, th: | 1 o difcover and
avow his fatements a 3 L, Borls
adted with bec in regard to my applica-
tion, he would have be vith more ler in the
Preceding pages,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following letter has been forced from

me through necessity. The language of it, T
am sensible, is sometimes indecorous as lan-
guage addressed to gentlemen ; and, as such,
it would be inadmissible if the military courts
were open to me. But, as these are shut by
the circumstances in which I am placed, and,
as my character has been attacked insidiously
and in a manner singnlarly aggravating, while
I publicly executed my professional duties, I
have no remedy of redress left, exeept the full
and open mode of refutation through the press
which I have now gone into. It may, per-
haps, appear to some that I speak insubordi-
nately in thus addressing persons of superior
official rank to myself; but the mode of pro-

ag ceeding,




v )
ceeding, which the physician general and sur.
geon general adopted with regand to me, has
completely absolved me from whatever official
connexion might be otherwise supposed to
exist between us.  Released therefore from all
official restraint, I speak without reserve—

ful only of cffending the Truth

LETTER

LETTER, &c

IN my letier to the military commissioners,

' o your

tatio & t or argument, of what [ advance

on that su t. That task I considered as an official dis-

now remams for me

OfL FOUr 0wn

» &3 there can be no court

1 sod me, the seoner our business is en

better, If you have misstated any thing through ignorance,
I shall not charge it agniost you; but if you, wi
wilfully, misrepresent the trutl, you must not take it amiss,
or consider it as insubo
eely and fully expose it. You hold an
ion of some illz[hlr!:llr-:: in the ArmY 3 I have
also been in the public service, and, though not now
employed, | am not interdicted by the laws of the
land from speaking truth which may bevefit the public 3
and I cannot, 1 believe, benefit the public more effec-
tually thae by exhibiting a true picture of yourself, who
= are
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are ome of its confidential servants.  If your conduct hag
been correct, you will meet with the approbation of yous
superiors, and retain their confidence: if otherwis
may be degraded, perhaps dismissed from your office ;
and, if you be such as [ state you to be, there will not
be much cause to moum your loss,
You pretend to give some nccount of me in your ol-
scrvations on the fifih report of the n a8
and, a¢ you have not been wery scrupuls arrect in
stating the fact on many poi i it is my
duty to furnish you with better information. If you be
disposed 1o doubt the authentic tements wiich
I make, I shall be ready at any i canfront  evidence
that T may prove the truth in trinl; but I
from henceforth, waste @ in notich
Indecd 1 eould not have done it now
derati but that you are surgeon general
army, and that I myself have he esponsible appoi
ments in the British service ; in consequence of which it is
necessary that our official conduct be exposed to the p
lic for judgment, for you decline submitting i
tary tribureal where alone it could be properly judged,
You state in No, VIIL of your Appendix, “ has
served as surgeon’s mate to the ot
Americn, that I obtaived on en
the war, and that I wasin fuct
ber 1793." This is truc; and there is nothing of reproach
in it. 1 was ensign on half pay in 1703; but T was a pley=
aician by profession, I was known then in the medical
world as such; and, without arrogating wnduly to myself, T
think T may sy that the rank of army physician at that time

waE no promoetion to a person whi stood on the ground on

|_'| I“‘Jd out no }I]“Hlk'l'l Clr ]’I Clul=
niary gain, for the inconie, arising from the exercise of my
profession

vod where I bore
ior to the appoint-
Sut, a5 I have men-
mvestigation of fever
et which accupied my atten
hetter appe

than in civ

y to take

In

id in strict
[ received the surg 's g aon for no-
thing. The destination of [ v it did
uot g Sir Charles Grey a3 was
intend | ¢ o i ) were then o=
spector of i s, and [
wrilien to you, t would wil
with {
with Sir {

disposed to exchange ; but you sed to me that, if I
would resign the sur, % of the Buff, you would re-
commend me for hospital mate, and assign me @ station

Be in
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in the West Indies. This I declined. You ohserve how-
ever that yon offered me the surgeoney of the 10th regi-
ment of foot, which was then in Jamaiea. OfF this 1 ha
not the most distant recollection; but, if the offer had
been made, a you state, 1 certainly should not have ac-
cepted ity as my object lay in the scene of war—not in a
peaceable garrison. To this you add that I manifested
dissatisfaction in o ve ry few weeks, and applied for leave to
sell the commission of surgeon to the Sd regiment or Buff,
I do not possess the form of application to which you
allude ; but [ am confident, from what 1 know of myself,
that you have not represented it fairly. 1 probably stated
to Lord Amherst, (for I have no copy of the letter and
do not recollect the circumatances), o I accepted the
wargeoncy of the Buoff that T might thereby, accord-
ing to the then exi ting regulation of the service, become
eligible to the office of army physician, and consequently
that I might then obiain that appointment.  If this co
tion was oot to be fulfilled, particularly as the B
was not then in orders for foreign service,

] itention of retiring from the amy,

I desired leave o sell the commissi

obtain an ensigney for a3 an eq it for the |
pay which I had given up by accepting a medics

ment.  This implied vo favour or indulgenc

fact wo more than what, in fair reason and justice, 1 had
a right to expect. You remark however that, by your
letter to Lord Amberst on this subject, you first mcurred
my_ displeasure. That could not be; for your answer
was never communicated to me, and I did not know that
such an answer, or such a letter existed until 1 saw it in
the Appendix to the observations which you have just
now published. The flippancy of the style shews pls

that you were young in office, and somewlat petulant in

spirah ;

{ 5 )
spirit; but it could not imritate me, for it did not come to
my knowledge.

In proceeding with y history of me you observe
that “ I found to ingrali rpsel) greatly with
some l-‘r..'.'l_u' mililary superiors on the Continent.” By the
manner in what you express yourself, you seem to insinu-

I employed unworthy means. It happens fortu-

¢ that my « CRer i srally known in

1 the pen of Mr.

e impression on it. I

duct through life,

attentive to the duties

of my profession. By these means [ obtained, and I
continued to preserve the good opinion of all the military
offie under wheom I i; mor am 1 conscious

that I owe promotion to

surgeon, | was thereby, acco ation of the
Medical Board, disqualified from attaining the physician's
rank, or executing the physician's duty in a military hos-
pital. This seems incongrons with common sense ; and
50 18 it was co I o the higher powers, for
¥odr ki yourself that dne of the early acts of His Royal
Higliness, Field Mar Dhike of York, after he assumed
the office of Commander in Chiel in 1795, went
force my appointment in the army as physician, on the
condition of my submitting to the cxamination of the
when the circumstances of the ser-
vice permitted my retum to : . I was thus ap-
pointed acting army physic 1e authority of His
5 but 1 was then considered only as acting.

The




The examinations, on which the co ation of the ap-
pomtment depes v sy when I was

left a3 head of the staff’ which remained the

ntal
ointed to
This was not effected by my own e
trivance 35 you scem to jusiouate; fi lo ot believe
that I knew of Dy, Kennedy's death, when 1 saw my
pame in the Ciazett suceessor. It was
His Royal H
Rayal Hi:
on which to
rel opposed i,
lieve, t and, a8
o during the time 1 remained on the eoat
of the hospital staff, it did no
the validity of my appoiitment.
number, shewed reseatment ; wh
10 Your Sovercign
others .
You pretend
niol give a complets
history which you
designediy obscure.  You know I was inspector of

hospitals in 1795, and you know that, called from thenc

in September for other service, I accompanied the expe-
dition which was seot to the West-Tudies under ihe

mand of General Sir Ralph Abere

did so with the rank «

must know was ot with mysell. It never w
have been required of me, consistently with the miles of
service, to become assistant inspecior from inspector of
full rank bad I not chosen so to do. This however 1

aliel 5

(7

did; and you may know that [ did so for the sake of
prosecuting my professional study. 1 said then, and zo did
others, that I was treated unfuirly in being denied the rank
of army physicin, for that was the condition
which I entered the o accepl
but vou nahly know that 1 never sol
emolument, eit rectly or indirectly, after I attai
) even I presume know that I declined

k of mspector general when it was witl
my reach. t also tell you, if you do not know it,
that I have ever offered my services to the public when-

ever I thought they would be vseful, but that T never so-
licited appointments for the sake of thei vantages, and

that what vou mow say, viz. % i

" is mot correctly =
that 1 ade on my part
ation. made no application for it,
but I had ne y of the death of D, Mitchell,
a distance from London,) till I had int-
mation that the Commander in Chicf had nominated me to
the succession; and I have thus reason to think thar this
- which was so ous 1o the Medical Board, and
which was not desired by me, was entirely the act of
His Hoyal Hi =g, the Duke of Yo
st e sensi
do not state facts correc
what you say with r
change which took place amon dical officers who
ware uitached to Chatham hospitsd st the time T entered
upon duty ot that place. I mentioned to you verbally,
for 1 saw you in London some time after I had made
myself acquainted with things ot Chatham, that I was
v 4 desirous




| )

desirons. of having a surgeon at the depidt, whom I kiew to
be a good operating surgeon—To this you readily as-
sented, and charged yourself with giving it

apotheeary was removed some time after,—uot
objection on my part, but on sccomt of a e

which took place in the mouth of March or Ay
consequence of which persons of military experience, viz.
surgeons or apothec e 1o be stationed in recniiting
districts for examination of recruits, instead of hos-
pital mates who were found not 1o be competent to the
duty. Mr. Dowse, the apothec: d tooa

recruiting district in consequence of this regulation ; and

1 heped that the removal would have proved an advants

to him, for 1 considered it as promotion ; de-
served promotion, i humanity, worth, and integ ty have
any claim, He lad besides served His M

ad I should have been il Chatha

forded him something more comfortable than what he
possessed ; but he was not stationed at Chatl 5 char
of apothecary's stores, and he did not in fact execute the
apothecary’s duty.  That, as you know, hed beeo placed
in the hamds of one of the hospital mates with an extra
allowance: for supposed exira trouble. e

of my own choice, I also wished to have a medi

of imtelligence and activity o sssist in executing the
medical duties at the depdt, for these seemed to be ex-
tensive and of o varied nuture.—I mentioned o you that
I was desivous Dr. Borland should be attached to this
duty. - He had a physicin's diple and be had at the
same time the ok of assistant inspector of hospitals,
which according to a War Of lewer entithed hiny o
act as physician in His Majesty’s hospitals,* H

® The wergron general olbeerves that the Shecial Board, eppod

il e
been with me in St. Domingo as surgeon to the forces,
and in Jersey as assistant inspector of hospitals for the
5o that I was well acquainted with

his

ul Hewens, thay
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Bis intelligence, and conld depend on his zeal and acti-
sity. Dr. Borland’s appointment [ believe you your-
seli would vot have opposed ; but it appears that it »
objected to on the part of the physician g al, who
recommended a regular physician for the Chatham hos-
pital duty. To the physician named for this sesvice 1
bad no objection on his ewn secount, for [ had no
knowledge of him; but I thought that D, Borland, 5
baving a general acquainiance with military affairs, would
be more useful than a person from. civil Life, who was a
mere physician. 1 therefore still persisted in expect
that he would be hed to the « ; and then
was proposed that, d in all probability
physician’s duty, he should submit 1o o medi A imation
previously to his atts went.  This, he at first thoug
utinecessary, as he deemed himself entitled to act o phy
stcian i virto [ ‘ar-Office authori he how-
ever at last consented, and, when he cousented, the Boa
departing from its own proposal, sent him te Chatham
to be emplayed as 1 thought fit, without admiui
to trial for the purpos

ation.  This is the § and, if so, the Board is re-
sponsible for all the evils which have arisen from this
gentleman’s  supposed  insuffic
power of Sir Lucas Pepys to try his abilities and judge

fitness before he wi nittedd to st as :r||r|.tll
sician at the King's general hos

It is cxtremely irksome, Sir, to follew vou through

does not seem to be o your natire

i state int of fact with s way or oth

perverts Y

the pur

wwhkward  di-
iniilio=
ent, sent fo
v perhaps
would be
1t mention-
living to answer
for himself; but, us that 3 necessry
to say in the first place th f
those remonstrances to me to which you allude,  If he
y body, who keows the army, must know that [
have d putting him woder arrest ; for
ate, are perfectly irregu-
lar, subversivg all discipl and
obiains amoung king's officers on service,
aemEi vourself, ns well as vour col
in was ot entitled, W vir

y o remonstrate with
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of Chatham hospital, The right of miedical remonstrance
and eontroul belonged to the Med i al andl,
1huu_,]| Dr. Maclaurin was o
he was not announced to me
as its deputy,  He did not e as a physician that
any thing was withheld from him which he red [
the cure of those sick who were placed
and, while he met with no interrup
of his duty, his comm

and e, I maimtain, lad no vight to animadvert on

il arrangements.—Sa much for Dr, Maclaurin

in the first instance. 1 admit in the second o ntroduced
alterations into the diet tbles of the sick and convales

i it was my inclins

ty, to do every thi
and the public. The propriety of the
however 1o be judged by the Medical 1
Dv. Maclaurin. You yourseli were, T bel
of the most
known of them

examined every ng in it particularly the d

the manner of exhibiting the cxpen s, the or

economy and gement of the sick m their wards,
you gave your unqualified approbation to every thi

saw, in the presence of General Hewet,

ntly instructed in the knowledee that is peces-

sary for the just exeention of your office : for vou formed
a table diet for hospitals without L -|1\|||:;‘ the dict
allowed for the duty soldier in barracks, 'll‘h-- rate of
diet which 1 allow is calculated on a lower scale than
that which was adopted in Britiely bespitals ia 1801 ; but
1

appears 1o 'me to be o dict, not less full, per
a3 will be seen by o

n ‘thut which has b

approved and snctic

B

The rate of

surdity ; vl
lave now co s bu i slaanlile 1 v inmo-
vatione led vou i 1 L ase, nnd to discover the
« o The full « 0 L I w reduced
to ‘the measure of the barrack allo i but, if you
compare Jour hospital dret with f other militar
povwers Costatiine you will prot find that you
v it lower
thyany’ the van the b : you may see in the
tabibe exead ; bt setting this o 1 must farther add

i, o ke the wrowble to watch the sick and o




( 16 )
valescent at their meals, sou will not fail to observe that
what I allotted 1o the different classes nrlmxlniu] ||:ui.- s
at Chatham and in the Isle of Wight, is as much as can
be fairly and properly consumed.  Of this I am well
assired from corrcct observation ; but, while 1 say so, I
must also inform you, and you I presume know it already,
that no officer,~surgeon physician who acted under
my orders, was ever restrained in ordering, as extra, any
kind or quantity of diet or re ument which he thought
necessary or essential for the recovery of the patient.—
Ii Dr. Maclaurin had been so restrained, he would have
had reason to complain and to remonstrate ; but, as the
case actually was 1 do wot see on what foundation lis
cause of complaint. rests, for it wae not with him, but
with me to form armngements and superintend the cxe-
cution of all the duties at Chatham hosp whether
mudical or surg . I was head of Chatham hospital
by eommission , if I was thought not to be qualified
for the duties of that station, it belonged to the Medical
Board, and more expressly fo ihe physician ral to
ascertain the fact by his own inspection and observation
He was in fact invited 5o to do by Major G
ett, and even by myself in a letter dated the 2
in which I professed myself’ ready to r
which I held at the army depdt, if evidence was pro
that I was unfit for so g a trust. The physician
general, who, according to medical etiquette, is the only
person of the Board who eould be permitted to try and
ascertain my qualifications as a physician, declined to sa-
tisky himself on this head ; and, in so doing, 1 think, I
may be allowed to say that he shrunk from bis pul
duty; and [ may further add that the Board, posseased of
those informations which the surgeon I I now, pro-
dutes, but which he, with the other members of the
Board,

Board, then denied 1o exist, commits himself to speak

st the testimony of facts. A letter from the Board,
dated the 4th of July n answer to mive of the 21st of
June, both of which I shall here sub for the suke of
r memory, seems to say © that you ha
ol aniy i

=of it is equivecal, it must still be b

to contain an acquittal from all the reports and insinuat
that had been made by your agents at Chatham respect-
ing my improper treatment of the sick.  As the depiit was
Iy removed fi m in a few days after the

this lette l rself to sometl
worse than ignor » when you recur to the errors and
s it which ook pl at Chatham  hospital
between  December 1800, and July 1801. You ap-
proved of the hospital ecomomy and mannges

i the month

ct by your off

of the 4th of July.

I HAVE transmitted the monthly return of

ul, 1 I observe that the list

of deaths is rather hi As I understand that the mor-
tality at Chatl al has been a subject of animad-
version with the Army Medical Board, and consequently
that the conduct of the head of the department, as re-
sponsible for the execution of the medical dutics, has nog
[~ passed
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passed without censure, I think it proper o give
some info ion upon the subject which may serve
correct your opiuions, - In the fivst p

recruits which have passed through ' Chatliar

these last six or eight months greatly exceeds the pro
portion of former per

sumed  bears proports er of recrus.
thus believe there en more, sickness, Lmean
sickness in Clatham gan 1 cight mo

there inarily was in fods 5 and, 1

the retum ¢ ons borne upon the hospital establ
Ily dimini , the tanse is not

eir discharge who lived up
itch were
borme upon the hospital b
This would ad third to the number of persous. ad-
mitted upon the hospital o 50 that no fair con
cluston can be i this case, & camparison of
nmber mention this fact that the Anny Medical
Board may not be dravwn into emor by recurriog
fallacions argument.
I am aware that pains en tuken to g
impression of the medical it of Chatha
al ; but, as my professional | s are before the
public, and, as the military officer under whom I serve
may be supposed to have some knowledge of the pun
v of execution, I leave them to themselves, 1F 1l
fan general, 1o whom the mve tion of this mat-
ter must be supposed 1o belong, can Hring forward suffi-
cient evidence to convines the Commander in Chie
ient in capacity-for so important a duty as t

medical churge of the recroiting deptt, or that I am

ness, wh esirms Lo

will have n on in replac

ah.
1 of the army,

som better

qualifigd, No ma L to. oceupy an important public

whe does deserve confide
I should

SRR

ot pretend to sy
me-copy of that sent to the 1

10 ackn

A T will

to retaln

 Teceipl of yous

sick i

tal, to which w et it necessary to say

u few words in reply: with regard to the oh

you mmake, | 1 v us, of

the greai mor-

tality in that hospital, lezve o say thatnoim-

putation has been pted to be th
racter: you will admit that it was a

manded our 1

to the most important part of our ¢

able. Your explanation of : COUEE,
number of recruits that pass throu
reason you at the same tme g

being increased, although the serious ca
merous, are salisfsctory as far as they g

ce

cha-

umstance which

and which had
an mattention
Iy mexcuse-

* increased

; and the

k list nov

more -

o3 but we must

observe




observe that it was the former circamstance induced the
surgeon general to suppose further medical aid was n

sary in the hospital ; and, if the slight cascs are not
mitted to be bome upon the hospital establishment, they
must nevertheless requive medical assistance,

Tt is as much our inclination as it is our duty to suppon
the heads of cxtablishments, in our department, in the
dive execution of their offices in justice to the public,
to us, and to yourself, you car
bad we witnessed, or supposed any impropr
conduct, we should have attacked it by insim
uncandsd : but, ed in the important situati
vou are, and er ving condi hnve
motive for wishi to shake, we ut, if it is not i
cambent on you explicitly to say, whether consider
great and constant influx of recruits, the various dis
thereby brought into the garriso el the extent of your
duties, the sufferings of v of the patients m
in some cases be mitigated, by calling to your aid further
medical assisia and as it is our duty to give every
proper support to the heads of departments,
equally be yours, to support any gentlemam, who
directed to do duty under you, which we trust you will in

future do.

nt humble servaut,

L. PEPYS.

JOHN RUS

The army depdt, ss [ observed above, was totally re-
moved from Chatham early in July, and you had yourself;
u short time previously to this, expressed your sutisfaction,
in the presence of General Hewett and others, at all the

changes

becn g.l.\].[.d in the
4th of July, 1
s not pretend to maint
y error in the mode of treating the »
colle 5 ime belicved the reports

|.1l|:,||._1 "

enee, whicl
rison at Clatham. Y commit yourselves i
equivocati i v the letter from the B
f the - ¥ ur own cxpress decls
General Hewett, that my professional ©
depit remained at Chatham, was absolved from blame.

It is manifest from the sequel, that you

or rather disinge \ to exist. If you

look at the case yourself, you will not I presume maintain

that ¥ acted openly and wirably, or 1 a er

V.

you had been called upon by the Secretary

e after the dej removed  from

Chatham, to give your opinion w ot the plan
which I | lopted for comdu ' al busine

at the army depit, was such as might be adopied for

the other hospitals im Britain E ge.  Your letter

5 War sher t were alarmed and

v into the Bri-

tish hospitals; and, as you could not directly inst

CCONOIY, ¥ vl the e m by « i

fessional character.  You know the meus which you em-
ployed to effect this purpose. 1 shall notice them by and
bye; n the mean time L shall state the charges which you

c3 made
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wnde against me, together with their refatation and the Mot at the Tsle of Wi
decigion of the Commander in Chief thereon. observed an unpr
onth,
us recoverics, with a debi
tients 3 therefore, so far from econ
there has been o very serious loss of men, snd

R VETY Fiea penditere ; these T

We
bers 1, 2,

YOUE ORI

vou. [t appenrs

, and what alter i 3oval Hisl
ackson, or whother Vs e 1 by his Royal Hi

bk - ! £ s reduced
ar to have been framed with so due o ef,

il
u the en
v acquait you, ve b wort of 1l i wpitals at the Is
went of ihe expw
other general | ials at ent of Hie mo ?
far the greater prope f el Rlincpanybs I.II.I..”

a very different descrp i B

With respeet to the bly submit, that it will L f printed

umstances, whick tions for general hospitals in the Lsle of Wight.

b oner

a libe: respuisite We have, 8.
men, who have d by disea
remicdlics,

D kson's made of carrving on the

15 an apparent saving of money ;
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The charges here made are serions in their nat
His Royal Highness the Commander in Chicf, in concur-
rence with the Secretary at War, judged it expedient
that y should be investigated by a board of mec !
officers, w o j the case and ascer
taim the truth of the fact in
highly important to His Maj
be fully and f i
as may L : ! or of agth of De-
cember, withdrew or modified | arges. The ¢
notwithstanding took place ; though it may be concluded,
from the following letter, that von would not have been

displensed if it had been suspende

Cory.

Letter fi the I

the receipt
a leave humbl

rep m of His Royal Hi
the Conm , and of the Secretary at W
that it that in our letter of the 10th
inst. we animadverted on the practice of Dr. Jacksan, at
the Isle of Wight; but we thought it our duty to repre-
sent the great mortality there consequently
weried om the swecess of the | ce: or otherwt
must 3 to. His Royal Highness 1o prej
Jackson, and to pass a censure where, fi
ing witnessed and investigated Dr. Jackson's practice, we

might

(e )

might do an act of injustice ; we hope you will pardon
the liberty we have taken in referring to the above expres-
sion in your let and we humbly conceive that the Se-
|

cretary ot War will nc approve of this ex sl

& We have the honor, &c. &e. &e.
L. PEPYS.
T. KEATI
|

er parte.” The

leave to publish its proceedings

« it. You were, as I have

desirons the publication of the report

hheld : it has however appeared, and, with it,

vour awn letter re ing your remarks respecting the con-
duct of that board. Tt that you may see that the inves-
i x5t that there was no desine

my part t ¥ § w that should be

mstituted, I shall sub 2l Hewett

This is sufficient to shew that the Board was fnvited on the
part of the general to make the fullest i m into
the subject ; and, 1, for my own part, aver that T was dis-
appointed, when T did o d yourself and the physician
general with your evidence in the Isle of Wight, pre-
pared to support the ch Ziven t me.

I was even disappointed that the investigation vwas not
more formal than it was,




¢, Dec. S0th, 1304
U S1m,

& ON the 254 nat. 1 re
of the Secretary at War, of yous
depdt, and vesterday’s post bro » papers mark
1,2, 3, 4, all of which h in oy posseasic
as they comtain imputations on the prof ssiomal - skil
p;:uc;tin: of Dr. Jackson, TR
that the sick umder his care hay
fhimmanity, Teonsiderit o duty 1 owe the Doctor's
ter to state to you (he regulations which

3 of this depot, (s which I herewith enclose, N
0,) have been in force ever since I
They vall furnish you with the most

1 PeCEiviE.
pedical te

cannot be supposed capable of forming any
much less should 1 think of offering oni; yét
confinte 1o | i Dr. Juckson's hands, my
the lives of my family, ury belief tl his  skill is
to his assiduity connot be doubied, and I shall
feel a pleasure in grate fislly declaring my conviction,
his judgment and attention bave been the means of rescu-

g many of us from serious dis
readily as my
T have been too long in the habit of observi

which produee it in el amy hesitat

pointing out what 1 eonceive to be the oecasion
ncrease in Parkhurst barracks,  Among the first of the
may be reckoned the low situation of the barracks and
hospital, the extreme bad oature of the soil en which

they

L

o

a clay so temacious as to reiain on il

drop of ws
¢ OF IpTOvE
I

I COnsequence

led with damp

pital partakes m a

mixed with yo

L the latent “nfe
too bute o prevent
spreads

ali

- which falls on it, and incapa-
wks (which are

-

construction)

ably covered with mud and
md unwheoles > air; 105

5

)
m, a5 Dr.

t out; it iz extremely
st cases only
ent, the
» ont

pae and death

scmhble

s =

hit by these pen)
T ated 2 thos dis

placed in the

ently tend promote  comnta

s of the two pumps in the bar-

has been brought from the river; this too

& Jin visiting the hospital

, which I have always done at

uncertain
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uncertain times, I have constantly witnessed the wtmost
order and cleanliness. 1 am always ready to listen to
every complaint the soldier y wish to prefer; and,
previous to his leaving the depiit, every one is called upon
to state to the officer who recet him, whether he has
any cause of complaint, and the officer required to
sign a ceriificate that he has none, otherwise the man is
detained and the grievance fully redressed,  Not the
alightest has ever reached me against D, Jackson, or :
of his staff, either directly, or through Colonel
who has the imm e command of INEFIOT maTage-
ment of this depdt, or by any other channel ; and this
proves I thiuk incontestibly, that the men do
sider themselves as inbumanly treated ;
believe that could I descend to conwas opinion, or so-
licit complaint from them, I should meet only expres-
sions of thankfulness for Dr. Jackson's kind amd
ious solicitude for their health and welfare :—on this &
Ject however, you shall have the most ample means of
information ; every staff officer and every soldier shall be
at your command for examination; and if you can point
out any other mode of enquiry, it shall be readily open
to you, for I wish to challenge inspection into every the
most minute point which can bear on the subject which
brings you here, and which I consider as embracing 1
means of preventing, as well as check diseases, or [
should not have troubled you or myself with this detail.

It may e right for me here to observe on the letter
marked No. 1, that gave oecasion to an address from
the Medical Board to me, w at Chatham, No. 12:
and on my giving an answer, the copy of which is here-
with inclosed, No. 10, it produced a visit from the sur-
Bron g » Whose arrival was most properly unexpected ;
he was on the mstant taken fo eve y ward in the general

hospital,

hospital, he had an opportunity of seeing amd examinigg
most minutely to every circum « which he required
or could possibly be i and on my then
desiring to know, whethe 3 was defective, and
in the power of my a iy to eomrect or provide,
he declared 3 sence of Dr. Jackson, and Surgeon
every thing he had
alic i in which
mted form (some of them
tion to Dr. Jac
ENTTH ither then until the arrival of tl
Secretary at War's | [ the inst. did T ever learn
at the M objection to them; it is cer-
tain that they have been in its possession for many months,
and the Medical Board could not be us ainted with
Dr. Jacksou' actice at that time or previous to it, for
it is 10 pr 5 efore but be surprized 1o find
part of the present cha
s in which the business of the hos-
pital was ¢ on, after s arrival in this island, was
t cir 1 and
which are st
Jowg ago a8 the ist of Wovember.  Dr. Jackson will ex-
plain te you better than 1 ean do the difficulties he had
1o nter, previous to that period; I mention it only
to shew that it was necessity, not cheice, which oc
sioned any transaction 1o take plac strictly conform-
able with his usual mode of pre i no blame can

to him, as he never concealed any thing that was

done or o but on the contrary produced it for pub-

lic examination, and approval or rejectiou. %

« I have perbaps gone to a length on thi subject
which may be th t unnecessary; for to the Medical
Board alone, 1 conceive, belongs the regulation of the

army




army hosp
af the sick, and to them alone must attach res
for whatever they are or e be quainted with,
Keate's approbation on a former occasion, and the sib-
sequent silence of the Board, certainly implied an acqui-
escence in D, Jackson's pri :

“ Among the other remedies which may oceur to you

1o the state of the bar-

rooms during the w
stoves for drying the »
e unworihy your considers
* Doubtful, from: wdisposition. aid  other canses, of
1:.:':.\:_[ able Lo see ¥ou this .!.-3, I bave committed to paper
I should otlberwise Lave said, and have the honor

0 remain,

“ Sir, vour I ent, humn servant,

5. HEWETT, M. G

You observe furiher in
that, iat . consequeence of bhis
of the special . Boward, the Med
by His Royal Highness t
write, and on the 3d of Februwary did write to
recting me to deliver over the medical patients to the
care of {wo army physicians who had been sent thither
JSor that purpose, and to confine my self to the d
inspection. The medical care of the sick 1 must here
form you, ol you knew it before, hud been in the hands
of the army physicians alluded to from the 15t of
ary 1802, the day after the hospital was spected by the

special

special board,  As you o ch assurance tha
I was superseded from medics 0 consequence of

the cogquiry that was instituted at the Isde of W

¥t War 1o

Hewelt, cons r th asure of the

i Chief on ot

16th, 1%

4 1 HAVE the honor i for your infor=
mation a copy of reportof cinl ] Medical
wbed oo Iuvestigs o cIFCuimshces
seon geheral,
relative 1o the sick in the military hospitals in the Tsle
of Wight, and to acquaint you that His Roval Highnesa
bias pervsed this report with great satisfaction, as containe
ing m clear and able statement of
prevalent an the troops in the
several matters co

wid the

o
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of the Board to have exculpated Dr. Jacksen from all
improper practice in the treatiment of discases, and in the
care of the sick, and is gratified, in secing that an oppor-
tunity has been e 1o that most zealous offic
proving his filncas for the important siwation in whi
is placed.  In making known to you these His Royul
Highness's gracious sentiments, [ am at the same time

desired 1o request, that D, Jacks

particularly directed to the observance of what is pointed

out in the report relative to the seale of full dietin the
hospitals under his charge, and I shall take care to in-
struct the barmeck master general to proceed without de-
lay in taking such measures as may be necessary for reme=
dying the several inconveniencies amd defects of the hos-
pitals and grounds contiguous, m conformity to th
gestions contained in the repornt
which you will be pleased to give every requisite :
The Comma “hief has further, although
declared his opinion, that the physician
neral were not grounded in their répresentations reg
the hospitals in the Isle of Wight, and that, instes
having recow to inferior officers who had served under
Dr. Jackson for their opinion as to his practice and
mode of treating the sick, it was their duty to have satis-
fied themselves on those points from their own personal
obsarvation ; and it has been signified to the whole of the
army Medi Board, to be his Royal Highness's express
re that, on all future occagions of extraordinary mor-
tality in the |:|ll.-|utu|:~ at home, or in cases where therg
may be ground to imagine that full judice is ot done
to the sick; they shall without delay repair to the places
where such circumstances may be thought te exist, in
ander to examing personally into the causes of the unusnal

mortality

or sickness, to comect abuses, and to
it shnll seem to be CssATY,
I bave, &,

C. YORKE

siEtency &8 Lo s

duty in ¢

expressed his compl
probati poited te
y had not
the sweets of | an the sen-
Y af T you could : remained in office,
It is 1 Lhstm a8 you state that I was su-
on the 3d of February,
umd, a5 such, it ks trse 1) ! = -||l||-.-
ut at the d was reduced
SInecune, g its emolu-
i, You know the cause al which the super-
but it is plain it
I Wl here | must
you, if you do g Iready know it, that I re-
quested to be exempted from Lion with
if, who were the ¥ ¢ mber of the
I thought ¢ { yet think other-
i, in my opinion, so
urubly in the transactions which related 1o the
depdit hospitals that, rather th
U




n up the best appointment
of exemption was
perhaps deemed insubordinate ; it was not wili and
whether through this, or through any
you and the 3
sanction th 1o net s physic
at the army depdt, I do not pretend to know. If yo
and 1t was probably conee
g forescen, you were
You knew pe
than wisdom, that is, that pre
pour to the actual receipt of |
v in the public service with

miark of degradation stiaching to my

premised this much, I shall now give o d

harges made by you
ing, with their special refutation sappr
that the public may see, 1, seeing «
truly whether I was suj
Th i
we shall

Board,

o s

oceurred.  You said on the 10th of Der

general hospitals is of a
e f !.'.lll'.'-'lll;' at Chat
You now appear o have ch
the cha stiils your purpose,
the prevailing sickness are explained in Genersl Hew s
letter, and the forms of that sickness are descri
the report of the special Doard.  These authe ities will
be

L

than that of yourself

 of you ever were

ves confess

suceess of

ms of the carly per
ed men,
upon the

persons were admitted into

I, ve ched men were

k hed

i consequently

there was no one on the list who was not actually ill,
This would of itself produce a very considerably t-ﬂl'ﬂ'.
depdt of recruits and invalids ; for recruits, as vou
know, are often itched, and invalids, as those know who

bave




have been at the depbt, are often detained for some lengil
of time before their accounts can be settled and their
discharge obiained.  But, besides, what 1 have now 1
tioned @ angmenting number without mereasing  dan
& pox and measles were epiden

able extent du this period, and every of expe-
rience knows that the dangers of small-pox and measle

in a crowded gami & 1 aof

lungs, or peumonic fever evailed for some months;

and pneumoenia is known to be o faml disense where its
first days are neglected ;—and this was sometimes the case
from the dispersion of the depdt subjects, or the mames
in which the recruits were ¢ yed to the
These circumstances which [ have now stuted could not
fail to produce a difference in o 3 but 1
tend to estimate it was as | have not
tunity of consulting the
fore content myself with exhibiti
at the 1sl W

y that your cha b suppe
yourself individually in pr re of Ger
the Board, in its collective capacity, by its |
4th of July given above, absolved me from all suspicion

ing the sick imj Iy at Chatham.

You remark that the lity at the Isle of Wi

encreuced beyond all example, soon after
was the number of

in August, {o wine in | g ricen in O
fuwenty- u in November, and thirty-nine in December.
Hud you been disposed to carry on the elimax, which in
fair justice you ought to have d you would have ad
filty in Janvary, when the care of the sick was in the
hands of regular ];ll_ui ians.  But thae YOu may see the

real state of the case, and tat the public may

I shall place

the cures or

efore you

di

ract view of

with the
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room was left for alterations to take place in consequence

of the customary embarkation of troops
I I likewi
the diminished number of the ; 80 that every o
which required hospital treatment, was received
pital in the | > : il
only eould be received which 1}
and still the wards were crowded.
ime oot fewer than GOO persons
depit, was not
the vomber : hence wh
with which 1 was sur
wWias 3 an

with m

cOrrect,
FOU seem o
thod of tre

as stand

at the Isle of Wight,
nds fi IkT & COMmpari
thiz part of the subject. It is 1 in @ note, subj
o that report, that mortality from fever in the l.
atC m, dur iod of six months 1
1764, 1 the praportion of one i i that,
months of the y 1y when the mortality was as you
ted, it was one in eleven, This s true
but, as we have it in gur power, it is fit
we compare effect in the hospatal at Chatham with itself,
ad i the Isle of Wight with itself also, and that we

muke

o the peri

for, as even the

st Ig

o do with youw
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The next point in your charge, viz. frequent refaps, : 8 = iy the return for tha insertion

it 1o so clear a de 1 those whe relag

after a

FETEriE. posty

The pericd of six i 1677 persons, out of

about




gress in recovery. The fact could only be known and W
L 5

were on the H 1 @ hoasrs ;
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were once ot the depdt in the Isle of Wight d
period alluded to, your opinion on 1l d cam «
regarded as the voice of persons whom you had em-
ploved, or influenced to speak as you desired. Your
agents, in this case, were Dr. Maclaurin, Mr, And
and Dir. Morrison. I might perhaps 5 amd it
not be difficult to prove, that these persons were not well
acquainied with the state of the hospital, or the garrison
at Chath but, as they gave il 1 it o
fact which they ually s but presumptively on a
comsequence which they imagined might happen, viz. tha
full diet would be the means of preventi ! I
betray such ignorauce of o
that their test , 0F 1t 1 the positive
demonstrated fact, can obtain no credit,
general, whom we must suppose to
and experienced phy

misin formath

upan himself,

Irequent
e of relapse; sod hence every wi wd eons
pliysick both of ancient and modern times, enjoins a
measured diei, even a spare one, or such as is

stemious for persons recovering from acute disesse. 1

shall therefore, say no more on this head, but that the

chicfs of the medical dop: nt of the ¥ Were very
incautious, i committing their official j 1o the

direetion of Dr. X

proper use of infor

wrnng to tooch the rop

#0, A% it WOS NOU NECEssaTy, ddeci f the Comm
Chief thereon, which was communicated to me oficil
cixat for my purpose, &

; andl that they proved themselves 1o be we
laws whick the animal system in
and in disease, when they ted this position

the number of their charges, as

recovery, is easily ascer-
The date of admission into the hospital, of dis-

duty, or of death, w

exceeds a
It was neces that I should
[ theref: 4 «d that an ab-

for me from stoppage e

IO My mMAnEgeme

10th June,

made it with
the others :
Nea




Neither yourself, nor the physician g 1 could be
posed to have any knowledge of it f Tour own

vation; for neither « 1 ever saw

army depit. It is & point which canonly be jud

those v nsprec 1 ex as it can b

and judged by others

1 on & question so
public; fi
be b
and Mr. Andrews are you and authorities ot
d there were I e [PETSC
d to Cha ess of

er to Sir J.

futation a

eate from

the

covered men were de

from hospital, 1 now t 3

it is of some anthority, as it is the cestificate of . per-
SO1 W knows what he

prepossessn

{Corv.)
CERTIFICATE.

i Depit, 16tk Feb., 1803,
EBY certify th from the time
Dr. Jackson came to be head of the military hosp
Chatham, and all the time he remained at the arm
pit, mccording to the best of my knowle the sick he
dismissed

as they

Dir. Jacks
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been under mfluence 2 T shall state a fow
the history of your agents: their te ¥y @
has been refuted by evidence that must be held to be de-
cisive; they notwi appear to have received theis
rewards,
aurin with little remark,
he was principal in v cause.  The reason
vious: he is not living; 3
would yoursell' perhaps have acted kindly towards his me-
mory, if vou had not exposed his posthumous works te
: T
in  Rochester, h for some
time at Chatham hospital 55 sn sctivy mate. I placed
him, soon after my orrival at Chatham, in the
ge of the prison ship s the invalids
Castle, which was a day y ouly; for 11
casion to witness his unfitness to admin
the evenings, Henee, as he did no r duty i the
hospital from the date of th intment, whick
1801, his meuns of knowing the state of the
rison could not be sup i t
withsts
yourself, to
cconomy of that hosy 1 + effects of BCOTOMY
upon the sick ; i X ms io be such as
hid been solici : led for
his opinion, for he made hospital-g for Cha
ospital, in 1804, at a t when it had not re
stients, and when th my prospect o
soon receiving any.  How this will be ex ed [ know
not; but it is presumed that the 1 [ the Treasa
when they know the
amalogous,) will call wpon the M

by what autherity, a practising sury

e o a Kioe's ho
v under what form

can reeCive @

aperating surgeon,

diploma of

refused to
t of | I that . In the
wi, consulted by

and, after hay

in ‘-I|
ith of th
ppear 1o
iilt your AR CENSURE §
and Dr. Morrison, a5 a of I, Brown, was ready
Lo support you on this f from & principle of thee

But, 25 my table of diet was on writt

in Egypt : mistate him if [ wouold
penidl. ; I did value a

man who was di it : oo on account of its
The Dr, was thus disnppointed,

E and
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and perhaps chagrined.  His interview with the physician-
general and yourself, some time aftorwards, appears how=
ever to have smoothed all the difficulties; for he was re-
placed, without my recommendation, awd soon after ap=
pointed assistant surgeon o the bh Light Dragoons, the
highest rauk bre could bave expected to attuin, if, instead

service, e had served well i willingly

you with disgrace. You st le h
wod believe that, mee ng to your own definiti

be able to give him 2 elaim to that denomination. You

sy that a condidate must evince a cerfain portion of

medical knowledge before he oo aim the af
ment of & al mate; and thi rie must be
evinced in trial by verbal examinat
ment in practice.  Now you know,
Mr. Stratford had not passed any examin
Chatham hospatal, and that he ot the lified to pass
any, so that he could not be constinuted regular hospital-
wd Mr. Stratford at Chatham in Dece 3
or he e ere soon aiter, [ do not recollect which.
He had received little or no professional education ; bt
he appeared to be diligent, and de He
was employed to superintend the care of th d men,
and he alss. did oceasional duiy in the = wards ;
bait b didd mot enter the south -|-|l:;||. on duty, where
suhjects under acute discase were principally disposed. It
i however probable that he was sometimes employed by
Mr. Powell, Mr. Graham, or Mr. togi, boo assist
in bleeding;. or in administering medicines, those per-
sons who had been sent from: the inspection-room o the
surgery to submit to the necessary treatment, and thence
reliriy

vetum to |

administra

were responsible ho
did in this case mus i en de
and it appears; by his own co

bungli fone tf

What I have now stated was
at Chutham hs
m who serve
I presnme, th
1801, (I do noet ren
sons
were 168 q

Loy

i of been tried

dience to the order, I did not afl

What Mr. S

o other:

turned  without no-
wl, in ohe-

him to do

duty in the hospital, even to superimend the core of the

He still however

persons, pr

were ledt at (

ferred to the Isle of Wight, I Mac
of themy and Mr. Stratford

of hiz mutes.  As Mr, 8§
du i the hospital
perhaps i

the C

Chatham

trans-

teok charge

0 after as one
have been intros=

¥ou may




general rule of e service;
for 1 left ouly between forty sud fifty persons on the sick
list; and there were two mates to administer for tem—
Andrewsand s wvie, M. Stratford wa is Liroughit into
the hospital irregularly a purpose, I
necessity ; and if it should further appear, i
1l pay during the ¢ he did no d
yrned th
the bospital-agent may be called
is or is wot the fact), it is plain
ceived it witl
such case, 1
exceded its auth , i bestowi

work &

uk,

to find emple

s the suspicion that Mr. Sir

mnte’s pay eriod when h

when he conld ol
he bad no qualific
the list of he

d Mr.

ion wh
usal in the srmy. Mr. Staiford had been
while receivi ospital mate’s pay to prepare medicines
for s his he did the Glion of
Me. Warren, the depit : he wisite
occasionally, probably atte him assiduously; hve
subsequently i A - € depdt was removed 1o
the lsle of Wight, demanded ten guineas as compensa-

L




assertions did not seem to diminish their eredit with 1
physician general and surgeon general of the forees. The
surgeon general thus gives an extract from his letter, stat-
ing, that “ when the »

they were conducted to a wa

and cold bath, ihey e

r.;r'_,ri-.-,w 16 to

the constitution,

they we

occirred

plemsged

ther, aid

chine il

ed into cold &

Trut

émrelic s

seve.

exgrted

&l state, ot being able fo

ol anedd six ¢

its folly

r walks

kave then at-

cven the most credo-
g, viz. that six of his Ma-

: into the sa

tub, which the surgeon ral himself mnst know did

not excecd six feet in le d three in widih, This is
a question of measu i no person will, I pre-
gume, now that the dimen K intain that
such a bathing tab was capable of e
I have described, on various occasions

E 4




which I conduct the alter
cold water to the sy
therefore peed not 1

ford's statements on this

applica
of the febrile
thing i

|
that the suls

be subin

by the sick.  Now

y:8

FOUL W

it was positively false; ond had you
would have a disgrace of
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and credulous,

Mr. 5
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that ke ka
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. there were
sent

agh Mir. 5

a8 acting wider
pend on his ju : if 5 OWH

T ES1008,

March to the 10th June (see P
d on il i

to the effect of the weans supposed 1o
yed; yet, if the et itself lod taken |
{of which my recollection or mer ndums do wot fr
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nish a single insiance) Mr. Stratford could not be sup-

posead to have known it from lis own obser

no persans died in the s y and Mr, Stratford did no

duty in the sick wards. I do not recollect to

him even wards of the South |

that I m i ¢ fact of persons
¥ i et falseho

open dead bodies.  All the
OWIl PrESEnce: [ then

ford never acted;—I

on the same
ered fo rim |

v vessel fo re

sertion of sproves itself by
I you had said that the d of the wl
lowed to flow into the same buck

have believed vou; but, when y

ile there were an

Mow upon the ement, v
of vessels at command to receive ity is what no man of
commaon sense will eredity for, the removing
wards would have given much more tro ST
vants than the reuble of recelving it i wesgels, hmd
there even been nothing revolting in the appenmpe: of a
floor deluged with hurman bl

As your charges, drawn from the nformations of Dr.
Muaclawrin, Dr. Morrison, and Mr. Andrews, are refuted

nee which 1 hold to be dem: vy viz, wn=

precedented mortalily, by a comparison of returns at
different periods 3 frequent relapee, by total want of e
denee of the fact, and iscomsistency of COmMMmon oper-
ation of the cause assigued with the fact jtself; fedious
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recovery, by abstract from the stoppage account giving a di-

rect cor

of which iz so abs

N SENss as 1o

1 Mr.
at the smme tme with Mr. 5

charge of the st ¥ 11

y particularly the

sufficient to shew that it was eqy

Here however you have shewn, as on other occass
trust, you
sbed ugntion of truth. Mr.
ford, with your help I presume, for he |
interviews with you, forged clumsy and
1 yourself now give th anoe, hoping
to impose them as truth on the credulous public.  In thi
wstance, however, 1 believe you will not suecceer
the stitement, notwi uding all the aid you have
it up, hus scarcely a semblance of probability

for its support. ltis inconsisient ; yet, if you do not
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which will prove that you yourself, and even the physician
gencral, if he was privy te your views, know litile or no
thing of diseases, or of the best and most effeciual manner
of treating them. That you may understand the «
rig!ull_\-_ I o ve i the frst pL that 1 Bblead, ev
largely, in the commencement of many forms of fes

and further that I do not prescribe the quantity in a pre
acription book. 1 attend wl s performed,
and I dircct that the arm be up when the effect for
which [' order the remedy is attained, but ot bef
When I ordered an hospital pati b senited |

i the mspection room to be b t him

the receiving room, saw | | watched h

operation.  Dr. Borland 1 believe EANE.

I employ warm and eold bathing alternately in oo

conditions of febrile disease; and | ully explamed
on different occasions the view with which | do this and
the manner of doing it, it is not necessary to ss
upan the subject, If yo e the
not understand i, the fault is o s there are
who do; and, if you were acquainted with the reco
the medical art as you ought to be, you wou
al it is a singular, at least 2 it
tics and purgatives I employ in the eardy stages of fever,
and cven blisters on some occasions, especially after
evacuation: so do many ot who wish to restone
health speedily, and 1 had o interest to induce me to
ct the duration of the ense, for the attendonce
guve me trouble and brought me no grin.  You say the
use of the lancet was indiscriminate : the disease, as you
sea by the paper alluded to, was the same : the subjects
were of the sume class, and no one, except a person pre-
sent, could say whether or oot the practice was indis-
criminate, that is, whether it was employed without cons
sideration

f circumsiar

d precisely in same manner, that is,
Lled, bathed, vomited rwards purged ; Lacey
was bled, bathed and vomited; Hinck bled, bathed,
with 1w the neck; Arostrong hled,
bled, a purze was given,

a lmiment o the throat : the serjeant, 1 concly
k med befi y
probably
+ was discrimina-
SAME, Wi

dlis-

o the

it 1k will co

| your mix

8¢% Eatrac : yvets, p. 64,
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superiors that your endeavor y exerted
them, not to inform them truly of the f ppened in many cases that patients were ad-
mitted, cured and dismissed from hospital without appesr-
Extract of a Lelter from Henry Kn i ing on hospital books atall.  This must have been the case
Diistrict Pay-ma Lsle of Wight. with S

illoess. It is ¥ pet-

s0n < He was left

I uave referre
S undder
el Barker

FECOVE

1 ha

which

H.ENYVETT

N. B. The date of the paper is May 27th: but fey
of the patients appear on the o, pi sl i 1
thereafier. This is explamed by a know ledge of the regu-
lation which was in force at the depit, viz, that a
tient did not enter upon the hospital books till the provi-
sions he brought with him were consumed; and, as provi- z W@ I your purposes by unsuthorised
shns - fenee st rest om i

produced
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produced by your iegular act; but that utilit

proved before a competent trity
wed of wicked de

miust be

. before vom are ae-

I have adduced such

on this lead, as, 1 doubt not will ¢
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proper before to notice my publications” In miking this
asscrtion, you commit yourself to contradiction, yon even
compromise the name of Sir Lucas Pepys, who is phy-
sician general of the army and president of the college
of physicians; a person, who, stouding in the highest
official station among physicians, necessarily attracts the
Phllli.u'. eye, and who must thus be supposed to be fu
removed from any thing like mean equivecal He

I am forced to conclude that you have uot acted ¥
by him in this particalar ; for a letier dated the 13th of
July, 1803, signed L. Pepys, and T. Keate, wus on that,
or the following day preseuted to the Commande

Chief, complaining, that you and he were injured in your

characters, and vilified in the puhli.f‘ exe by my remarks on
the constitution of the medical department of the Briti
army, published in 1803. A copy of your letter was trans-
mitted to mie on the 19th of that mouth ; and vou will see
by my answer to Colonel Clinton, dated the 25d, a copy
of which was, I presume, seut to you for your informmtion,
that you might have had the opportunity of vindi

your injured charncter in any court the Commander in
Chief thought fit to appoint to judge the case. This
however you declined, trusting, for the aceomplishment
of your purposes, to means less hazardous in

than open trial. I the letter of the 11th of J

signed L. Pepys and T. Keate, be a true letier

not a forgery, your assertion, at page 20 of your «
vations lately published, is a denial of your own signature
given in 1503.—1 here al.l'l‘jqin a copy of the letier, with
u copy of my reply thereto,

COPY.
Horse Guards, 19th July, 1808,
Sin,

I Have r ¢d the Commander in Chief"s
commands 1o transmit herewith for your information,
copy of a letter addressed to lim by the physici 1 general

surgeon general of the f to acquaint you

therein stated, His Roval

It it incumbent on him to recommend

your being suspended from the situation of Inspector

general of hospitals to the royal army of reserve, to which

you were recently appointed, il you shall either have

substantisted the cha s you have published againsl your

EUpErior officers, or | have 1'\|l|.||:|l d o ther satis-

faction the parts of your late publication alluded to in
their letter,

v the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) W, H. CLINTON.

COPY.
Upper Brook Street, 11th July, 1803,
SIR,
Waes we had the honour to wait on Your
Royal Highness an Friday last,—we received Your Royal
Highness's commands to state, in an official leter, the
matier then submined 1o Your
We then humbly solicited Your Royal I
tection,




tection, and requested that justice t he done to our
characters attacked in the execution of our o
We were a few days a
late of Chaik hi
~vialent ‘abuse of s,
is

the honour to shew to Your R
The first is in
these persons, Dr. M
ippreat 1o have been s
e, &c. The true meas
ion, I8 by Johnson defing

v one fodo a
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whe assert
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d then
eclor general was about six weeks
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Lo giaks those who are -

servants,
PEPYS.
I'. KEATE.

I man - i to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of il mstant, which having
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me in making the necessary reply ; so that the business,
—the subject of the letter, may be brought to a speedy
issue.

I must beg leave to cbserve in the first place thai the
publication of the book, or rather of the third part of
the book which containg the offensive and indecorous
pessages alladed to in the letter of the phy
surgeon general, was commanded by an in
sity. 1 held for some tine an important office at
arny depdt,—and I need scarcely notice that my conduct,
in the management of that office, was arrai
physician and surgeon general in the month of
ber, 1801, after a mode unusual in military service
in a manner partienlarly s and insult
matter wak ordered to I i

Jject was pr

The po
ry, the mequittal was complete; and, as the accu-
sation had been made without grounds,
reprimanded by high suthority. This, T |
be sufficient in i of my character;
report travels fast, and farther than good rep
scarcely retired from public service, when rumour f
way fo the ear of almost ever prerson who knew (1L
of who had heard of my name, setting forth that T was
dismigsed from the superintendance of e hospitals at
the army depiit, on account of usuceessiul practice
bad sdministration of the dutics cntrusted 1o me : In-
formations of this nature werg veved to me throngh
different channels; but conscious that the assertion was
ot true, 1 disregarded them, till they were repeated so
often, and with such force as compelled me to publish
& statemment of the case for the satisfaction of my friends
wha

n of those who were at

1 from duty in the begimning of April,
segin to write the work, which T have now
lished, ull the latter end of October,—a
i s proof that 1 b

upon the subject :

1 prhy
1 . Dr. William Roebertson
srwhat 1 h i
Jackson's ||

1 mnch este

hich was cont

volurite with the Duke of

reiole parts, may be | ¢ ol vlli_\ o
i, but to have © led such an expla-
Ik held a public trust, and
to the pablie o

» mmysell to vindicate
cter from rej ch. A fa s charcter is the
inheritance of his children: it s the sole e of
mine ; and it 15 my duty to transmit it o them, not only

without blemish; but without the suspicion of blame.




I must not permit mysell to encreach upon
of the Commonder i Chief ; and therefore 1
leave io observe that I am ready to support, in
His Royal Highness may be pleased to appoint
of the general positions advanced in my publi
to defend in |!:III.'I.'Il|iIl those points, which ha
smgled out s offensive by VRGN e
surgeon general of the anmy.

As to the first specific
io observe that, as [ am neith

pher, I cannot be certain that I am

in my application of the word subor
stood, i still under that to subom, i
evidence to another's prejudice by secret
means,  On that ground, I wsed the word
ground I rest my canse.  Dir. Macl
mark was pliced at Chatham bospatal to
oriler 1, while so acting, e appears, by a lotter
the 8th of June, 1801, (a copy of which is in my pos-
Frs m), to have hod sec d corre.
spondences with the physic
ment and medical practice, tending 16 crimination.  Such
communications and correspondences cannot be d d
regular; for I was ihen the
person. with whom the physicis peral was cxp
to communicate officially ou the subject of me I du-
ties. It can only be matter of of 1 or not
there was such i 1ha
neral and the stafl physician as marks the act of sub-
ormation ; but the of correspondence, such as it
ped 1o be, L act on the part of the physician
| of encours aml fome msubordina i
urin, an officer placed under my command :
ety as it relates W D, Maclsurin, and which is
proved
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Apo:hc-*nry Dowge, then a district surgeon, but who had
been at Chatham during the winter 1501, Mr. Dowse
probably did not know fully the intentions ; but, what is
maore certainly true, Mr. Dowse, who is a man of a sin=
gularly pure mind, did not know to fashion his opinion by
the times: his ] dant ; it was therefore
rejected from the band of materials No,
luded to in the letter, the s & on which was g
the accusation made by the physician general 2
10th of December, 1801,
This is fact, and it appears by this that
ting nature was

hand means, and « 1 from incompetent pers
Such seems to have been the opinion of the Board, Epe-
cially appointed to investigato th subiject, viz. Eriract—
“We have taken no notice of iwo letters, one from Mr,
Andrews, and another from Mr. Morrison, and we wish
we could, consistently with our duty, pass them over in
ilence. They contain the ohservations, we u £y Cri-

isms of these gentlemen, upon Dr. Jackson's practice,
and they state, that they write in compliance with the or-
ders of the Army Medical Board. We cannot help think-
ing, that the Army Medical Board have not suffici ntly
adverted 1o the mischievous effects of various kind
must arise from application to officers in inferior stations,
for their opinion and judgment of their superiors, more
particularly, when the application proceeds from those
who have the disposal of all medical promotion in their
hands.”  But farther, it is proper to be stated in the pre-
sent case that, at a |It'li-=-|i after the neations of the
physician  and  surgeon-general, respecting the manage-
ment of the hospitals in the lsle of W ight had been
pronounced 1o be ungrounded, and that the Army i
dical Board had been enj d by h authority, on oc-

casions

casions similar to that alluded to, not to have recourse to
the inform n of inferior officers, and consequenth
npetent judges @ dence on
form  opinion, Assistant
tants in the Isle of Wig
ws invited to meet
al at the of i Berkloy-st
uppearance, his opiuions w
who of treuting
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gay, that the manner was covandly—contemptible in 2
stops.  Had not the author (myself’) been informe
that an impression  lias ad  and e belief,
that the interest y have suffered by the

¥aL v

have been in sl to wotice Such  impression
jurious 1o the public service, and on that sccount
such a mode has been e ¥ ypted. . The d
ments annexed  are authentic—ihey
shew where the truth
This explai it i rstood
iz not only J exp
A
i5 to be done im an
open aml public manner, nge that a
work of such importan be attempted to be done
by proxy ; that is, by ot T3 from  persons
serving in inferior st wecessanly supposed to be
illl'olniu‘(u:l Judges to form opinions on 1 « uct of

their sup But when such iwtions, obtuined

clandestinely, as appears by Dr. Maclavrin’s dated

the &th of June, were obt pd tromsmatted to the

Army Medical Ba

denied to exist, as is inferred from passages in the letter

I, dated the 4th of July,
P

of the Army Medical
and inserted in the pro eation, vie—" We
mnst beg leave o , that mo 1 hos been
attempted to be thrown on your character,”  And again,
in the same letter :—* 1 e to the public, s Ak
to yourself, you caumot, for o moment think, that had we
witnessed or supposed any i--t) i your conduct,
we should | atts it by i ations and i
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and
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by most persons Lo
ther, when it
was oblned

Jul i that it was

the public 2
ssion, Uhan that

1 employed without vielatir

al consequences.

I it o

s at hand

ter of the physi-
Decembi post

the 28tk De-

ars the ohject wasna
wowed in o letier,

& depdt was removed

to go so mich nto
icemns the tenderest
sabject which bel mndul-
| 3

I samswer to the general asser

ire of

of the publicat want of subord

P 19, 20




tion m its author—a few words will suffic I acknow-
ledge th ysician snd surgeon-general to be my su-
periors rank when I act in His Majesty’s
service; but, while my superiors in that particular, I must
Leg leave to add that these tlemen did not observe
the wsual 1 ; g in criminating my
conduet ;  consequently ight be supposed to shew
less officinl respect in estublishing my defence than would

otherwise be tos their station.  Attacked clandestinely,

npetent v, amnd condemned without

trial, (for I was sopers:

ties), I inay be all T P If. ints of
ation were o ! 1 ¥ were

investigated, and 1.8 quittal

was known to few ; the accusation, with a grievous load

d wide, It is only from the phy-

fow; for the physici nd surg
the source. It was my duty to refute them. 1 did so ;
I trust it not be proved
no further than
the point of re
point,
cause ctions, as they arose strongly
 less than [ might have done, for |
the p
I Board, which are, in a manner
Iy may be supposed to bear out the ex-
inst which there seems to be the heaviest
compl My charae a8 been grievously traduced,

as appears by the facts which I have exhi

* See p. 1,

which

{ 8 )

which I pledge myself to prove publicly. T acknowledge
no act of insubordination to the authenticated authority ®
of the Army Medical Board, while I continued in actual
service, according to the situation in which 1 stood rela-
tively with that Board ; nor am I aware of irregularitics
oF novations in my system of manag excopt such
to the comforts of his Majesty's aick soldiers, or

1 the publie i curing the means of

l, whatever ] n of the physi-
chan-general op-general on my conduct, and on
the work which 1 lately published, that work will not, I
presime, be consi us by others. [ have given
en the f my

cause to think I have

may be de
bad actic

sions have b we, @0 various inst
mander in Chief's apy Wh inne,
with truth OF 1 for my conduct, I pre-

sume | may i ce o his Roval High-

All orders respeeting
manacated £o

80 communicaled, they serapulously

- ness's
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nesy’s protection.  Were I conscious that the forntr har
slackenel, or that the latier were tarnished,—as | should
cease 1o deserve ity 1 would be ashamed to solicit it.

1 have the honor 1o be,

Your most obedient,
And most humble rvant,
(S R.JACKSOXN, M.ID.
Colonel Clinton, Sic. &e. Ko,
a man in the act
: edlaera,
laid hald of Mr. I
nd corres
ant.
bhut, as

for yourself, 1 shall use no violence in

k. As you have, n some measure, made Mr.

case your own, and she exultation in the oph

1 I must permit o enjoy I am pre-
elud Froum

which now | tly well known to 1

the court, and evenr others who were present at the

The case was a plain one; n s ACqus
with the manner of courts s did not n

the buosiness well; otherwise [ might have ma it 8o

in that no man of common sense could have mistaken

1 concerved

1eo ft o T even consistently

with the rules of militar ., to sulimit a statemes

ceedme to the

1 this irksome 1
I time with the sub-
choose 1o submit the case i question to

militnry court, where it can only be com-

G A ST §
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measure ; but you have eontrived them so unskilfully that
they disprove themselves, and threaten to necoil upon
yourself with, destructive force.  Whether the outr
which you bave thus committed against military usage
will affect your official cxistence or not, I do not presume
to determine ; but I think I may venture to say that the
exposure, which you have now made of yourself will
prevent any one from henceforth placing

vour word or dee

QUERIES

QUERIES
PUT TO
MR GRAHAM,
APOTHECARY TO THE FORCES,

AND ANSWERED UPON QaTH. ¥

STATEMENT.

MR. STRATFORD states that when the men were
admitted mto the hospital they were conducted to o wash-
house and cold baths, they were n-
led to the quantity of from 16 to 20 ounc
consuldir the state of the constitution, Vmip-

e or infirmity ; and they were on re-

which generslly ocourved in conse-

quence of the loss of so much blood, plunged mto a

warm bath, in numbers of four to six together, and con-
ne till almost

8y

admi-
nistered, which usually operated very s they
ed to bed in this deplorable state, not being

able to walk, and a dose of eight grains of calomel and

* I obtuined the Commander in ermission 1o call for
the deg on of mny person whoe ot the deplt hespital at
e time alleded 1o i
of knowing the trath
fore put the following qu 0 John Saumarez,
Esq. garrisen surgeen for the island of Guernsey, wad Mr, €
imenediate commanding officer,
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|.m\.4=,.-r\ was given as a pul whach

always occasioned spasms, with great debility tram
of ot :

they were n bled, and blst

SYINg for

ey were bled a fourth and o

the sick at Cl al during thie time
a5 resident mate, w : ich Mr. St

ford muest allwde !

wihiicli' fispet
of the duty ass)
it After
those men so selected as fit ts for hospit
ment, were aguin examined and passed o 0
room, alwo set apart for this especial purpose—where
the different processes of e It was
sometimes usual to bleed them pre being
cleansed, and sometimes in the bath § 11
muany cases, after having been thus purified, in bed.
Cold water was adhibited by a large spouge, or i the
form of shower ba ol in sonie cases by pouring
cold water over iheir heads: The effects produced by
this mode of treatment were mstonishingly rapid.  Men
frequently and daily expressed their ardent wishes to
return 1o their ricks, feeling perfectly well—but
this was never allowed, until the curc was sscertained
1o be fully confirmad :
After being thus property. cleansed, furnished with
clein

J

wn, uight cap, and slippors, their
djusted with every comio v
1 1o their wards without hesit
o, an emetic was generally administered
v, but of o vielent

Ic tartar, and

1 or Dr. Jacks
t Wik
OO
books. . The pa-

r coses, and the first

solus produced spasms,
contrary effect, by a deter-
the

lly procured

arise from ihis

¥ s four or six men put
into @ machiiee f, bt 1 huve seen one
man delibermtely apen bathig b, and on
5 : blanket or rug placed across the tub
his feet, which 1 supposed was to condense the

s Trom th ged fluid 5 this was only nsed

from the wa 1d never to those sdn d;

I cannot
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I cannat take upon me to sy, that [ did not, by order,
bleed a man twice, but it must have been in @ very
few, I mean, fever cases.  Blisters were used but |1o-1
above one at a time in common ; when matters did not
go on to fulfil former expectations, I have seen three
at a time, which are the most that falls within my re-
collection ; and with the modified camphorated balus
on the second dav, tonics afterwards, was the general
mode of practice in use, from which the most ben
ficial effects resulted,

STATEMENT.—Mr. Stratford further states, * thai
he was frequently directed to bleed from 10 to 14 pati

of a moming without knowing the cause of discast

in many of those orders no quantity was expresse

he was left to bleed at discretion as he 1

bt with verbal orders never to ta

20 ounces fromn each patient, and that he was frequently

abliged to open six veins in one subject to get the quan-

tity required,

Quere—By whose orders did Mr. Stratford blead these
persons, 83 the treatment of the oo ~-patienis belonged
to you and Mr. Powell? and did yon contime to
employ him, after you found him so inexpert at bleed-
ing ¢

Answer—Mr. Stratford was rejected, smd, as such, an
unqualified mate acting at Chatham hospital, and
in the surgery where the out-patients were at-
tended to, has occasionally at my request bled one or
two in a moming, but never more, and only this for
afew days; for the moment [ paid ntlmli'un to his
mode of IJ[ui.-diug, (being more like & furrier than a
regular bred peactitioner) he was desired to desist, as the

men's

(99 )

mens’ arms which came in contact with kis lancet, ne-
wer failed to fester, and produced discontent amongst
the men—with a remark, “ why did I Giot bleed them
mysell.”  Colonel Kent’s servant in particular—which
added to what I have said above, and fecling myself
awkwardly situated, lest this complaint should be
made koown te Dr. Jackson, I assumed my cutire
duty, and from that time, [ am confident, he never
bled another paticnt for me.

STaTEMENT.~Mr. Stratford states, “ That more
mstances than one occurred in his presence, where men

have expired in the act of bleedin

Quere.~Io you recollect any instance of this, not only
in Mr. Siratford’s presence, but during the time of

your attachment to the hospital, under D, Jackson's

direc I

Ans If & man expired from bleeding, not ooly in
the South Hosp but the entire building of hospi-
tals, it was my duty to know it, and oot ooly to know
it, bat to report it instantly. I have occasion therefore
to say, that Mr. Stratford has permitted himself to
utter what he canmot substantiate, as mo such cir=
cumstance ever took place under Dr. Jackson's di-
rection.

Qurere.—Was blood suffered to run from the vein on the
pavement, without any vessel to receive it? Was it
the practice to do so, or did you ever see an instance
of it§

Answer —Bleeding was generally and carefully conduct-
ed, and due quantities observed, according to mstruc-
tions or personal attentions either of Dr. Borlwod or
Dr. Jackson; and the object attained, for which e veia

H was
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way bpentd, o proper pressure was applied. A few
drops may have escaped the bleellibg porringer on the
vela being first opened ; but the Blood so taken i a
pUTTITEEr WAk pir ed for Tuture inspection, wad was
not zslowed to fow wpon  pavarAent, baw

Been ordered 1o b so bled, as has boen before stated
1 wever saw it did 1 ever bear be that nuy

other person had seen it

Quere—What opportuni .8 d of seeing
the treatment of the sick i the south hiospital, where
all the us
was not ostensibly o

wer—Mr. Stratf
observing either the sickmess or treatment i that hos-
pital, being entirely under the charge of Dr. Bordand,
and actiy

a8 his nssistant ; wid 0o one was per

mitted to enter those wards unless duly authorised ; in

such case [ auended—the permission obluined, was

either from Dv. Juckson or D, 1

iere—Did you ever see Dr. Maclmrin i the sick

wards of thi south hospital when 1 wab preseut; or

do’ you recollect to have evir seen me prescribe for
patients in Dr. Maglwurin's presesce ¢

Auswer~I never saw Dr. Maclaurin in the south hos-

pital sick wards when Dr. Jackson priscribed ; but 1

fiatal recoll iv that Dr. Jackson preseribed to

men in Dr. Maclwrin's prese being cilled

i the @ent too faithfully justificd Dr.

n, amd this was st a period when

Drr. Muclaurin lost confidence m i which can

be proved if Chatham books are preserved ; and to one

man i particulur, labouring wader perwgilium, to pro=

Mt

mote encreased activity, st

and brandy, i large

man dicd !

s deponent
the forces, volu
swers fo the q

and belief correct a

quentith

-'!E!J-I|l\.»':|r_'-' (1]
it the above
¢ st of his ke
e—To each query, &e.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, M.

Apothecary to the Forces.
















