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OBSERVATIONS

-".\'lL an early period with respect to

the appearance of Ophthalmia in the Hritish
army, I was placed in charge of the Hospital
established for the reception of ihat discase
and having conducted with success the treatment
of more than three thousand cases, when its
ravages at other places was great and alar ming ;
I am in 2 more particular manner called upon to
examine, with some attention, the grounds on
which Sir Wa. Apass has advanced pretensions
to the discovery of ' those new and suceessful
methods of freating the disease,” which have
been announced to the army, in the circular
letter of the Right Honourable the Secretary at
War, dated August 1817

In consequence of a statement, made by the
Right Honourzble the Secretary at War, in the
House of Commons, in the latter end of the
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Session of Parliament of 1816, which gave me (he
first authentic information of the nature of the
claims advanced by Sir Wu, Apams, to a more
effectual treaiment of the Ophthalmic cases of
the Army—I lost no time in submitting a de-
tailed account and return of the success which
had marked my treatment of the acute disease,
both with a view to its cure and eradication from
the army ; as well as of that affection of the Cor-
nea which is liable fo supervene, when the
previous disease has been neglected or mis-
managed,

This statement T was led to submit, less in
.']erlil.'tr to my own claims, than in behalf of
those who were practically concerned in the

issue of the question; inasmuch as the preten-

sions of Sir Wm. A s led to the temporary

substitution of a severe, and ineMectual opera-
tion, in the room of that treatment which I
had x:p-;l.'ups.]'lalll-g; :'nlanln'll. in a wider range of
cases than, itis to be hoped, will agiin occur in
wmilitary practice; and the efficacy of which I
professed mysell willing to demonstrate, if ad-
milted to a fair and comparative irial, with
any means it was in the power of Sir Wm.
Adams, even at that time, to suzges

Tn a leiter addressed by Sir Wm. Adams lo
the Governors of Greenwich Hospital, the nature
and the value of his disc pg are at last
detailed, © However av [ am to carry the
discussion of snch a st t beyond the strict
limits of professional arbitration, the direct re-
ferenece l-‘.:u!r in that letter, to my name and
practice, induce me to take this general IIII1.il"-"-
of the prete sions he has advanced, and which

appear to come under three distinet h

§ With respect to Sir Win. Adams's treatment,
in the comr sement of the disease, by violent
vomiting, I shall say but little, convinced as 1

am, that even he hims should he ever seea
case of real Egyptian Ophthalmia, in its violent
and purulent stage, will not venture to place

his principal trust in such a remedy.

On this head he has manifestly founded his
conclusions relative to the treatment of the pu-
rulent Ophthalmia, which prevailed in the army,
from the catarrhal form of disease, which chiefly
shaws itself amone children, when much ¢rowd-
ed together, and which, although an infectious
disease, is ,pe'vilh'::ll_\ different from the one
with which I have had to combat; or at the

most, his experience of the purulent disease in
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its early stage, has been confined to its appear-
ance al the Mililary Asylum, where the age or
the sex of the p:lli:.-||i~, prevented it ever acquir=
ing the excessive violence which it assumed in
the ar

Sir William insists particularly on the dis«
tinction hetwixt violent vomiting, kept up for
Ei;{lll or ten hours, by emetic tartar, which he
propao and a constant degree of
which was one of the means of cure, commonly
tried by others. The dillerence may readily be
admitted; but I am able to assert, that if far
more efficacious means than either, are not had
recourse Lo, in-lhe genuine form of the disease,
the termination will add to the number of those
who ‘bave already fallen wictims to its ra
and will soon prove, that innovation n ;
tried at oo great a risque. No person can, with
less justice thin myszell, be sceused of & rash and
indiscriminate recourse to the lameet: and I
wholly disclaim the abuse of this effcient
remedy, as described by Sir Wm. Adams. Tha
rules which I was enabled to lay down, to zuide
the employment of general depletion, and the
aids I derived from powerful and local treatment,
are open to examinalion, and on an early oceas
sion will be strictly detailed,

sxamine the nature and the effi-
[ proceed to ine the na

ok Adams,
for the cure of Opagque Cornea. With respect
I must presume, that
at-

imad by 8 T i
ency of the discovery, laimed by Sir Wm

to his present practice, o o 3
adheres o his original plan of tres
which I have declarcd, and
from his own evi-

he either
ment by excision,
which 1 can now prove to be .
dence, (independent of many n!:!]r“ . ;
incompetent of itself to the
or, that he is forced to

ctions to its

general application)
cure of the disease; -
combine with the operation those \L]I_\ s
i i introduce spersede, and ©
dhich it was introduced to sup g 4
s that Sir Wm.

means

i ¢ v e 1o
which, 1 may venture 3
Adams has still something to learn, both as to
-tlwir value, and their proper mode of applica-

alue, :
I shall, therefore, in the Jirst place,

tion.® . gt
o eoneral observations respecting the
¢ gene

submit som
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disease itself; and, in the second place, 1 shall
review the statements, now published, of ils
Ppractical resulis,

It has been ohjected to the claims of Sir W,
Adams, that he took the ki edge of the ope
ration from the ctice of the late Mr. Saun-
ders; I must, in Justice to myself observe, that
in my account of the Opht na of the Army,
printed in 1806, when it would be ¢ lo prove
that I could not have had 3 Lo the opinions
or practice of Mr. Saunders, I dis etly, and
prior to any modern writer, made use of the
term of Granular Surface, to describe the dis-
cased state of the linings of the Palpelra,
which supervenes on Purulent Ophthalmia; and
explicitly mentioned the bad effects n-su:[ir;_v
from the excision of the surface so diseased, and
the means which I then found, and still assert
to be better adapted to the purpose of restorir I
the membrane to its healthy condition. My
subsequent experience rendered the cure of
opaque cornea, depending on thaf discased state
of the palpebral linings, so much a matter of
uniform result at the Ophthalmia Hospital, that
long before 1 heard that there was such a person
as Sir Wm. Adams, I had no reason o doubt

but that my

appr

eted Lo the
in
wih these instroments had been
and I do not scruple to
ration 15 '_'1-q||i , the

er instrument of the two:

that the surface which follows excision by them

is less irri amd less disposed o a repro-

duction of fu 15; Lhat there is also less I'i~'[{|ll'
ine the semilunar ca i

pebra, an accidenl very

mode of operatin

and which 1

SOMme

]Ilillil[illﬂ

The cure of this granu
palpebrie, by means of excision, is mentioned
1 ¥ he 196s T W e
Hippocrates ; and the disease under th
es Palpebrarum, is
distinctly described by the succeeding authors of
- - e Fias fiiia 2
the Greek and Latin schools; and the cure as
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precisely directed by the three methods of exci-
sion, abrasion, and cauterisation. The Arabian
anthors are still more minute in their details re-
S]lt‘fiiJJ:._.' the treatment of opague cornea, under
the term Sehel, nor has it been left to modern
times to suggesi any improvement even in the
maode of operating. The eversion of the eyelid
upon & metallic plate, altho rather an addi-
tion than an improvement, is expressly directed
b}' the eommentators on these an s .. However
much these facts are at variance with originality,
I neveriheless consider that he who z'g\i\rl.lu
use Lll]lr:l(‘t'u'l', afler it bas fallen into seneral
disuse and oblivion, is entitled to as much merit
as if he had made the discovery in point of time,
as well as in point of fact ; and every liberal
person must regret that the k:n(m||'d.|:i.~-r|i' anti=
quity should ever be used to obscure the reputa-
tion of a successful innovator. In the present

tance, however, the revival of the operation
is a retrogression in point of practice, and it is
against the utility and the exaggerated expecta-
tions held out from its adoption, that I ve
hitherto endeavoured to contend.  As the excel-
lence of modern surgery is not less conspicuous

in the ab ed necessity for operaling in many
diseases, than in the refinement of those opera-
tions- which it retains; the introduction of an

operation where milder means are sufficient,
could never have been deemed an improvement,
by those appointed to judge, if the case had
been brought fairly before them.

I shall now follow the evidence of the cases
rm-u-nt!_\ publishe h_\ Sir Wm. Adams, in order
to shew how inexpedient the operation has
proved itsell to be

€;

and how completely he has

failed in the application of it.

Of the cases adduced by Sir Wm. Adams, in
the publication referred to—*"A Letter addressed
to the Governors of renwich Hospital”—1
shall confine my observations to these which he
received from the hospital under my directions,
and which he includes in what he calls the
second trial of his operation. Their names are
Joseph Winter, John Capel, and David Grey,
being three men out of five whem Sir Wm.
Adams was permitted to select from the whole
number of cases, which I leftat the Ophthalmia
Hospital, when removed from that duty, and
which he of course selected as the most favour-
able for the plan of treatment he had then im
view,
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I must not omit to mention, amonget the
difficulties which 1 had to sormount, in the
management of army caszes, the practices used
by men, for the purpose of retarding their
Tecover Wl of resisting the means of cure,
when v wished to obtain their di=chai

On the oceasion of the cages
selected by Sir W. Adams for the trial of his
treatment, an official letter was sent by the
Adjutant Ger .. to the Commandant of
Deplt, conveying a promise to the men so
seleeled, “that in the event of their recovery,
under the tr nt which Sir W, Adams
might employ, they would receive each a bounty
of thirty-six guincas, or a free discharge il.lll:.:;l
pension. The moral ohstacles bei g thus re-
moved, the » sticcess which seems to |
followed, can only be imputed to the injue
ous uge of the operation; the occasional effects
of which may be learned in the cases preceding

to which 1 confine my observations.® [

In Jokn Smi

qualiiy of &

9
o

am fully warranted in the belief, that if these
men had been simply removed to a healthy sitn-
ation, and if the offer le to them of a free
discharge had been allowed to operate in place
of Sir Wm. Adams, the ult would have been

more favorable than it has actually proved,

The names of the two men whom Sir Wm,
Adams omils to notice in his published report,
are Willinmn Wells of the 52d, and Sergeant
Treble of v 43d regiments: these men Sir
Wm. Adams found it expedient to reject, after
having kept them for a month under his
treatment, on the frivolous pretext that caust
had been applied to them by the officer who

of the Ophthalmic

iinu.pil.tl. fj:,f' the three remaining cases, John

Winler is reported to be enred, and, according

te the promis , 1% wed with a pen-
sion; John Capel is dismissed with one cye
o irrecoverably lost;” d David Grey with
enly ome cye improved, after the lapse of two

years and three months.

1 shall afford each of these cases a separate

examination.
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First.  In relating the case of Joseph Winter;
Bir Wm. Adams states, * that il never wis my
“ practice to examine the interior of the upper
 eyelids, until my return from the York 1loss
 pital im March 1812, where | had been to
 se¢ his nmew upvmtium;" and when ( he adds
in a nole) “he smw Dr. Vetch,” On what
grounds Sir Wm. Adams has bad the hardiness
to advance an assertion so wholly without foun-
dation, I am at a loss to eonceive. On'the exa-
mination of, and in the application to the inner
surface of the upper eyelids, no man can have
insisted more strongly than myself. 1 shall
annex two cases; one extracted from the Hospi-
tal Registers, and treated by incision, in 1809;
the other, by an escharotic application, in 1511,
as stated by the patient himself, Capt. Robinson,
of the 85th Regiment.

The remaining part of the asserlion, which
makes me appear at the York Hospital, for the
purpose of seeing Sir Wm. Adams, and his
new operations, is equally erroncous, and up to
the present hour I have never been in the same
room with Sir Wm. Adams, nor seen any case

on which he has operated for OpReue cornes.

15

I am still in possession of a leiter from the
late Director General, ¢ s dissalisfac-
tion at my having declined an interview with
Sir Wm. Adams ; together with ATEW

cont 1g my reasons for so doing, until his

operations could be judged of by their jfinal
effects, The time to which Sir Wm. Adams

1812; in

which month I did aceompany Mr, Weir to the

refers, 15 June, and not MNMarch,
York Hospital, but without seeing cither Sir
Wm. Adams or his practice, farther than the
former was [J(H‘I!I'.'l!_ out to me at a distance too
great for me to know one person from another,

The second casze, John Capel. — Sir Wm,
Adams EAYE, that this 1 was considered by
me as incurable : a stetement not uli'..'.' con-
trary to tenth, but incor istent with the whole
tenor of the regulations which I had esta-
blished, and which, as I s I had cf
of an hospital, were st dhered to. By
these regulations, all men reted by opague
cornea, no malter to what extent, were re-
turned, not as blind, but as recoverable
at least garrison duiy, and treated accord-
ingly. The impaired slate of this man’s health,
and the unfitness of the situation for his reco-
very, suﬁiciuntl'\' explain the Ifngtl: of time,
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during which he confinued fo lose by frequent
relapses, the progress gained in the intervals;
when admitted he laboured under a third sitack
of acute purulent Ophthalmia, and was saved
from the imminent hazard of losing his right

eye, by the treatment ]IIIII“'L:i%Ll\:l“\' resorted to,

But a more important error in the narralive
of this case remains to be noticed. AL the time
this man was selected by Sir W, Adams, it ap-
pears 1'."- ithe evidence of the official report made
to the Med d of the sta eyes,
as well as by that o memorandum in the hand,
wriling of Sir W | he was selected with
the susceptibility of re 'y Al a; and
indeed, it is not to he su ed that Sir Wm.

Adams would hs made choice ol a case which

was otherwise. T'his man, however, is in the
final refurn l by Sir Wm. Adams to have
 IrTeCOVer: y lost'" the Jeft eye, and which he
asserts was lost under my care. The registers
of the ho minute detail of the
case, the evidence from which is, that the left
eye was the best of the two: Sir Wm. Ad

in his own hand wriling, states the case as one
of opagque cornea, with diseased palpebral lin-
ings, and nolices an inversion of the upper
eye-lid, but no mention is made of the left eye

being different from the right. The state of
this man is farther reporied, by my successor at
the hospital, as one of simple opague cornes,
with discased linings of the palpebree, That
Sir Wm. Adams should lose an eye by the ope-
ration, does not Ful'lFI'i'f’-n me; but if the state-
ments I have guoled are correct, his atterapt to
conceal the misfortune by such a i!l]J!'l‘l‘l‘llgl‘-. is
what I could not expect. It is not enough for
Sir Wim. Adams to say, or rather to prove, that
he did not Jll‘rl'-:r'm the n:pl-rcltlml on the left eye,
as he must be well aware that the inflammation
excited by the operation in one eye, might very
possibly lead to such a return of active disease
in the other, as would, in the debilitated state
of the organ, eventually occasion ils ““itreco-

verable loss.”

In the narrative of the case of David Grey, the
last in which I have any i 2l
to have heen * upwards of two years at
{page 38); whereas he was admilted on the Tth
of August, 1812, and selected by Sir Wm,
Adams on the 12th of October, in the same

3y

year, making a period of nine weeks; and during

that short space of time, he experienced a more

rapid improvement, than he appears tg have
. B
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done during two years and three months, whichi
elapsed from the time of his sclection by Sir
Wm. Adams, to his final examination by the
physician, the surgeon, the apothecary, the
assistant Surgeon, and the assistani f:po.!frl'r'a'ij.n’.
of Greenwich Hospifal, whom Sir Wm. A
nominates as a board of appeal, from the report
iven by Sir Henry Halford, Dr. Baillie, Sir
Everard Home, Mr. Cline, Mr. Cooper, and
Mr. Abernethy, the Board appointed by the
Commander in Chief.

Bya P.S. at page 38, Sir Wm. Adams ap-
pears but half satisfied with the opinion given
by this Board of his own selection.

Selected by Sir Wm. Adams on the
12th of October, 1812, five cases
~(of which) sssessvonsnssans
Two were afterwards rejected  s-ssvese
Two cured of one eye—and - sene
Ope cured of both—all discharged with

Pensions sssssssremssanannn,,

Total seesss

14

From the ample experience now gained of the
operation, in consegence of its having been em-
ployed in army practice, wilh rather more zeal
than discrimination, the following conclusions
will, I believe, be found correet.

First, that of itself the operation, however
frequently repeated, is unequal to the cure of
opaquE Corn while, on the other hand, the
treatment 1 adopted in the disease, does not re-
quire the aid of an operation in one case out
of fifty.

Secondly, that the operation, besides being
in itself very painful, requires to be indefinitely
repeated, ;L.ml is often followed by inflamma-
tion ; while the treatment by the properly gra-
duated application of canstic subsinnces, pro-
duces neither pain nor inflammation.

Thirdly, in many cases where a new and
white surfuce has been obiained, after the re-
peated nse of excision, the cornea often remains
vascular, a circnmstance which never happens
when the cure of the membrane lining the eye-
lid, has been effected by the action of escha-
rotics, properly applied, the cure of the cornea
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invariably keeping pace with that of the mem-

brane.

EXTRACT Sfrom a GEXERAL RETURK of the OPHTHAL-

MIA DEROT from the 1768 November, 180
dale of its cstablishment

shewing the result of th

CORNEA,

ADMITTED.
Labouring under Oy

eithir bost or

DISCHAR

Caured of both eyes—to their B

Ditto, ditte, but transf
Battalions « «se.

Sent to Chelsea, on ace

other inArmities sessss vesassss

Dieaths, by other diseases ccevva snnnas

Discharged, with Pensions for Blindness,
being two-thinds of the total loss
out of 3000 cases

Under treatment

semmessprnnssresss 107

Total eeeee. 536

21

The third claim of Sir Wm. Adams, con-
sists in asserting, that he first called the atten-
tion of the Medical Board to the importanee
of restoring the healthy stale of the palpebral
linings, previous to the discharge of the f ati-
ents. On this very point I am willing to rest
the whole of my claims to consideration, for
however great the s wing has been to the nation,
by my -luc|--|:|| ireatment of more than three
{housand cases of this formidable disease; and
of which success, I again invite the most minute
and severe scruliny; yel this saving of men is
not to be compared with the benefit derived by
my unwearied exerlions in calling attention to
ihis particular point of practice. Charges lH'l\.'l'l
been preferred ag inst me in consequence |_|l
what T may call a religious adherence to thig
rule, 'nhi-:l; I was the first to introduce into
]_!r.u.[u-e. and on which, I well knew the immu-
nity of the army from the disease, would in a
great measure depend. The issue of one charge,
.pn erred by a gener officer, supporled by the
certificate of surgeons, who were irnorant of
this importaut feature of the disease, after much
vexatious enquiry, ]uml.u‘ll me a letter of full
approbation from His Excellency David
Dundas, dated 9th of November, 1809,




22

To prove my undeviating atiention to the

restoration of the healthy eolour and condition of

the ]I:Il]l[:hr;!| |:i||i1_|;_';<, previous to the [!i-;1*||:lrE_|;r:
of any man to his regiment, | can call upon
every individual, who ever came under my care
for this disease. Not one of them was considered
curcd, unlil this point was confirmed, by repeated
and careful examination of the inner surface of
the eyelids. Their testin ny will be eorroborated
by every military or medieal officer employved in
duty along with me, from the latter end of 1804,
1 I first took an independent ch of the
auntwmn of 1812, when | resigned
During the whole of the above time I never
was prevented, either by sickness or ﬁ_;,r alisence,
Jrom personally performing this duty. IF Sir
Wm. Adams means to say that he would employ
the operation of excision in convalescent cases,
¢ this is the only remaining tion left by
oplithalmia, either with a view of rendering the
more cerlain, or more expeditions, it is
¢ too absurd lo be reasoned upon ; if
he does not, his |;L'n|m~tit| goes no farther than o
follow the eriterion which I established, which
13 u.-!} adhered do in my own ]mu-tiu‘, and
endeavoured to promulgate as extensively as it
was in my power to do. It is most unreasonabie

that I should be implicated in any ignorance or

a3

inattention, manifested by others, an this or any
other question connected with the discase.

An error having obtained al quarters of high
[ blindness sent at one

authorily, that the cas ;
: from the Ophthalmic

time in great numbers,
Depit to the York |li'\\i]i‘. 1, had been lost to

P S . P
the service while at the former place; I think it

right not te omit this opportunity |.|I slating,

that these cases merely passed throt l|!r '||.u~-
pital under my care, on their arrival from foreign
stations, in a state of hopeless blindness ; the
number of such was at times so great, as to
render it necessary to erect tenls for their accom=
modation, the hospital being fully ocenpied by
acule cases, lo which even separate beds could
not he allotted. The returns accompanying
such men to the York Hospital, will shew the
place where each individual lost his t.ip'lll. and
the loss at the Ophthalmic Haspital will not be
found to exceed thirly cases.

I shall conclude these observations v
practical maxims, of the highest importance
the truth of which I can appeal, both to m
pital practice, and to those who assisted
in the execution of it—viz. that the first atlack
of Ophithalmic Inflammation may, in every case,
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be conducted to a successful fermination; and
that the Purulent Ophthalmia may at all times be
prevented from spreading itself in any regiment,
or body of individu by making the state of the
membrane [in'm:__; the eyelids, the criterion of
the commencement, as well as of the termination
of the discase. - Disease  prir

Case of Robert Bolderson,

Seymonr Tervace,

Ist Feb. 1818,

1 fre-
1 also por-

with evident

assuned
paler color.
fever and a

cured to his

wit deseribe your fre

2 of the professio
¢ 1 shall t, 1 shall
mysell un d the Ophe
out the 20th af F v, 1811, und the

1 from your praciice and attention at the
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Depdt, made so deep an impression on my mind, that T
still de, and ever shall retain, a perf
treatment of my eyes.  Your fiest instry
my arrival at Aldwick, velated to regi
general way to the manmer I was fo |
some pu ive s, and then b
io the inside or inner sur of miy nppor e
inu this. applics crally eve
least two snbhs,
cansed considerl
lowed the eye to recover alitt
I was under your immes

ly three months,

May,

towards
Abdwick, the dis was then in a clin
I had not been at the Depdt ubove a fortn
found that T eould sce much better
timned i prove without wny
I was equally del and
of the reeovery I made whilst

repeat, that [ eonceive it is to your abi

experience, I am entirely indebted

THE END.
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SECT. L

FACTS AND DOCUMENTS
hment of the OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.

n the Army,

nber of soldiers ren-~

dered unfit for service by the loss of sight, notwithstanding the best
eli f tioners 1o arrest the progress of the malady, had

excited the serious attention of the late, s well as the present Ce

mander in Chief. For the purpose of remedying the evil, the Com-
mander in Chief in 1810 vinted a | Medical Board, of
eleven of the highest civil and military professional authorities in the

metropolis, compozed of Phy g, & eons, and Oculists®, to
conside 1 termine, upc

* et of cure," for this dises heir report thercon bein
printed, was given outin © General Orders” from the Horse Guard
April 10, 1810, * for

* regiments, and for the guidance of all Mec

S the army.”

By reference, however, to that report, it will be seen that the
third or granular stage of the disease, npon the r val of which
tirely depends the radical cure of 2 y and the preventi

jon (the two objects fo lich the Committee
was neither described, nor any plan of treatment |
cure : consequently the OQphthalmia still conti
armvy.

In the year 1800, Sir W, A ing at Exeter, and
bad, by adopting a pecoliar ) restored several
blind pensioners to sight, labour g under the third or granular stage
of Oplithalmia, wlio had been discharged from the

Sir Lacas Pepys, Bart.
Sir Hemry Walford, Bart,
ilbert Blame, Bari, Cline, Esq.
s Ware, Eeq

e, Bar,
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The circumstance came to the knowledge of the late Geners
Thewles (then the Commander of the Western District), whao, after be
had inspected some of them, urged the propriety of an immedi
communication on the subject to Sir David Dundas, then Coms nder
in Chief, which, in 1810, led to the introduction of Sir W, Adams t
him by the Adjuiant General; when, as a preparatory
W. Adams’s proposal to call in the blind pensioners for treat
with a view to the saving of pensions, I the restoring men to
service, it was soggested thar a limited number of the worst

1

thalmic cases should be placed under his ¢ for the purpose o

The Army Medical

upon them the efficacy of his practice

Provin

Department, however, having heen consulted, obstacles arase whic

prevented the execution of the pr { s

In the lateer part of 1811, after Sic W. Adams s
he was sent for to the Horse Guards by the Adju
this interview the strongest e

tiled in London,
ot General. A
Adams to communicate his improved methe
thalmia, for the benefit of the nrmy, and he was assured of the
support of 1he Commander in Chief,

of the Army Med
Raoyal Highness to the obtaining »

al Board. greal importence o
I cure for &

was repe «dly confirmed in offic respondence, but more parti-

cularly in a lewer, of which the following is a copy, addressec

Adjutant Ger | o Sir W. Adems:

you miay have a ien a
ey doem regn
Ratel imesmeenienee,
iy the men,
bt being restored, that mo obsto
way of your endeavours. It will be proper for yo
the selection of the paticuts
I have, &e. ko
H. CALVERT,
A G)

{Sgmed, )
Tv Wu. ADAME, Eiy

3

After the assurances before-mentioned from so high an official an
thority, and upon & subject so intimately connected with the public
welfare and with human W. Adams did not deem it necessary
o makespecific stipulations (his views having been distinctly stated in
aletter addressed to the Commander in Chief in 1810, at the express
desire of il General), but he ceded freely and fully w

sent of the Army, his \!pi'liﬂl'ﬁn

gyptian Ophthalmia.

S0 , hao he expected co-operation of
the Army Me . Adams, from bis first interview
with them early in 1812 up to the present period, has experienced
their most decided bostility, in their continued endeavonrs to frustrate
his views, l to counterac o This eondoct became so
apparent, that by order rhness the Commander in
Chiaf so early as 1812, the ¥ Idressed a letter of
Army Medical Board, of

whi fullowin . Adams by the Adjutant

admonition o t

, 1812,

relaps
Host the sig 3
i to rage for a long srwards.
ment 619 cases (inely arred: 19 men Lot

two years, and the
I the 434

this hati
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The hostility of the Army Medical Board still continuing una-
bated, the Commander in Chi in 1813, gave directions that the
inquiry into the success of Sir Wm, Adams’s practice for the cure
the third or granular stage of Ophthalmia, should be taken entirely
out of the hands of drmy Practitioners (who, at (&
tinaciously denied its efficacy), and that it should be placed in those
of the following eminent Civil Practitioners : Sir Henry Halford, Bart.
Dr. Baillie, Sir Everard Home, Bart. H. Cline, Astley Cooper,
Esq. and J. Abernethy, Esq. The reports of t i
weretransimitted to the Commander in Chief, after o f Bir Wm.

limve, most per-

e, which
Adams's practice vpon a given number of blind pensioners, being
Judged satisfactory by the Heads of Depariments, to whom they were
submitted, it was understood by’ Sir Wm. Adams, from communi-
cations which he had the honour subsequently to receive, that it wa
the intention of his Woyal Highness, of the Secretary of State for the
Home Department, and of the Secretary at War, to m
meous elfort entirely tu eradicate the Egyptian Uphthal
Army, and from the Kingdom, by ‘the adoeption of Specific P
which Sir Wm. Adams had submitted for their approval; this |
contagions malady having become widely dissemi

ses of society, through the medium of the dismissed sol

These intentions were, however, entirely frustrated by the present
Director General of the Army Medical Board, whose prometion
that office wook place in the middle of June 1815; and who, on
Ath of the following month, addressed a letter to the Adju
neral, of which the following is a ¢

SIR,
b yeu did me

hemour to put inta my ha

atade &f Ophthalmia, av well aa ind 1o the rr«:..!.-.re af Diccases of the E

Ophthalmia, Fheré uow rem

imrwmbrnt upow me da inguire infe fhe pre
this limr,  OF the e

Sew capn in the meighbo I truet that this i
ed from the army.

isod a great por

it from this country

ce, the Egyptian Opht

ent of it was wsknows, but th

ded in gradicating the disease. O its Grat ap
gland, the proper fre

r Discascs of the Eye, bring sow very gene-

e af the Medical (ficers af the army bring

exvice Jcan select offi-

of Inte years relating to it, nz
d, and the attes
wow directed fo Fhosr diseases, 1 have no doubt but (hat from th
13 u|--aE e ithe cure of those discases, where a eure can
A by
ring asy fanth
onour, & ko

a
il report was immediately forwarded to the

A copy of this woffi .
of which

War Office, with a letier from the Commander in Chief,
the following is a copy :

MY LORD,

dary at War, §e. §e
Seergtary at War, upon the receipt of these documents,
\ly retarn of all Ophthalmic Diseases treated in
1810 ; when it appeared by them, that so far
15 e Director General had reporte
neighbourhood of Plymouth," and
ligated from the army,”
ively prevailing in the

Army Hospit

from the O phth

confined 1o a ¢ few cases in the
(i ned it would be) * soon

dcnts had been in
jed progressively to in-
broke out with such violence
¢ the Director Gene-
22 soldiers be-

ral's letter of \pn! Iﬂl; []h . [" it appears th
ne were treated for Ophthalmic Diseases,

156!
: Director General respecting

ging to that army
Dbetween 215t November, 1815, and 20th November,
i the apin L
# the proper treatment of the discase being
f certain Army
three years after Sir W. Ada
nannet communicated his opinions
noremark will be made.  But for
1 official communication to tl
rapansibles

very generally pro-

mulgated,” the competency rgeons o be

ted for the cure of the
|I.u| in the most open and can
and practice o Army Practitioners,
Cammander in Chief,, it muost be admitted he was deeply
His duty was not diseharged by forbearing to make incorrect or co-
lourable representations, but it is conceived no excuse can be offered,
for not ascertaining, by all practicable means, the truth and accura-
ey of every matter of fact stated by him, which was calculated to
influence the judgment and decision of the Commander in Chief

upan so important a-ul:_lu L
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The inacevracy of the Director General's Report as to the ines.
pediency of creating any establishment with a view 1o the eradicatio
of the Uphihalmia from the army, is further shewn by Doc. 11,
the Appendix, in which it appears, that of the 1850 pensioners d
eharged with Ophthalmia, recemly inspected in Ire
pensioned in 1814, and 651 siice that period, OF ¢
annual ameunt of whose pensions is L11,420 8. 1
reported by the inspecting surgeon 1o be fwewral
L1520 10s. 2d.)
as incurable
{annuy

III.'I'.'\I. i]
300 having recovered their sight sinee being pension
nnual pension L6153 16s) ; while the

pension L3736 13s, 8]
relief by wreatment.
already treated and d
cured or relieved, after

) were found susceptible of cure «
Several indeed of the latter class have bee;
rged from the Ophthalmic Hospital,
nspection e War Office
now there, whose sight is sufficiently restored to en
their respective trades or employments. Now

and ot
them
there are
I to the War Of
number of Ophthalmic Pensi

included in the Trish inspection, it is fair 1o presume,
|

grounds for believing, from information furnisk
that nut one third of the tots

er of men discharged from th army since 1813,

amonnt of pensions g t period for Ophitl

nted since th
iderabily more than double what is specified in
part af which expense

correct report of the Dire
Official statements similar to those made to the €

chief, were transmitted by the Director General to t

obviously been ine

r General,

r.o looa letter directed to his lordship, ed Movey
1815, he says, “ there is good ground for belie
“ been termed the Egyptian Ophthalmia, or Cor

s of late years but rarely ocenrred in

ng, that &

niia,

cases admitled into Plymouth and Al

ich lff-n.rar'.'u.'.".t
and it is now hoped that this once very formidabl
extinet in the British army.”

In a second letter 1o the Secreu

e disease is nearly

¥ ot War, dated 11th December,
18, the Director General distinotly asserts, * that the eont
species of Oplithalmis, which has been denominated
Ophthalmia, has ceased to prevail in the British
years""

army for
™

But in oppasition to thi ungualificd assertion of 1he Director Ge-

s 18 thie following offic I repore, signed by all the members of

she Army Medical Board, and t

i A i ik i prLiom Was [
ling that in which this asser

S1R,

W hawe te acknow

o Fgyytian Oplithalmia” which prevailed in

r W, A

i 4 to sub
s i3 prepared to =0
and 1518, miS pref ;

dence, that it
did prevail in the )
But sexting aside all ¢

fuet is incontestible; namely,

Opll A, =

gince g0

lmic dise in :
cured or relieved in the Opht
p i led th
the same degree of relief be urde
pensioned, such pensions wo C
=]
wholly saved to the public®.
#® In confirination of the
Willism Dillew, disel
the Cphid
in May 1818,
Men
ag
ta read and writo

sioned, and om his d

smitted to the War Offic

n guestion.

5 o the sobj
ned s
, have

al, t
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The preceding official returns called for by the Secratary at W
established the fuct that the Ophitbalmia continued extensively to pre.
vail in the army, while the propriety of an institution for the tre
ment of the blind soldiery, and the instruction of the young ary
surgeons in the best mode of treating the disease, could no lon,
be denied—it had become obvious that the public i
such an establishment.

=rest requir

But the Director General, in purst
lity to the institution, which, it was u
approved by his R H
had been subsequently de

nder in C
upon by the Sccretary at War, exerted
all his influence in the formation of an Eve Infir ary, in 1616, to be
supported by public charity, and which it was pro -,L-|I should ren-
der that service to the army, which it was the bject of Sir W
propositien, to affard by the institution which the Director Gene:
prevented from being established the preceding year.

An army surgeon,

iinham He

it dies mot

WAITAR

(COPY.)

SR,
bmitted to the Lords Co
lasi, the di

- is Hospital,
at their meetiog on W

harge and papers | itted
of William Dillow ¢ i g

Laim was oxa at day, lered-
#hips, up 2 1 i iml £ directed m
are of opi 1 herewith inclos Midical Beport upc
bia Hospital.
I am, Zir,
Your most obedient humble servast,

(Signed,) RICHARD NEAVE.
Ta WILLIAM PLUNKEIT, Hig.
From the sey % cadey be wonld necessarily, bad he mot bess
Hospital, have been placed wpon the kighest rato of pension,
!l-'a the practice pursued there proved s8. successful 31 Lo save the whole af the peny
Vo kN go severe acase, it cannot bo questioned that it wosld vary generally pro
he same be

B the Ophibal,

cial effeets in the milder cases of the same disewss,

9

placed at the head of this instiwation who, it 15 understeod, had,
immediately prior to its establishment, attended for some months at

an Eye Infirmary, as a pupil.

r, however, fullest considerati
d itexpedient to carry
vhorne out | rns already adverted to.

halmic Hospital w seordingly founded in the autumn of
Sir W. Adams il

1 The appointment of
seems to have excited

Sir W. Adams to this si strongest
fi s of professional § nd th alousy led to circumstances

which present some pec res, and which are best exy

and ! b v Lindsay anxiously requested 1l

1 1o th e pro-

Adams wou » 2 his beir
personal apj

tion to the Seer

About this time, the dep t, stationed in the
Isle of Wigh bich had been joined by wtwo soldiers success-

fully treated in the Ophtk ¢ Hasp s reduced, and these two

mEn wer n that occasion. OF
circumsiance Sir W, Adams was ignorant, and
of these men, or any ohserva-

Iso that any doubis

were entert
i k le . continuat however,
though it 50 Mvour-

Sir W. Adams's

af the syster d been pursue

able an oppertunity of thre US| b upon

should not be lost ; and r 1o explai urse taken

, the following letter is inseried, which
y Owen Lind Surgeon Dease, a fo
Hoasj A 1 8 few d

say was made acg

ted with the promise of his a

which letter was detected in
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t - "
- 1 i na roft
that they were to bave gone 1o (he Board, and the miention of the Comminioners was te ature of the
bave been directed towards the stage of ibeir eyes; and wll by was done quietly, witheat
y perens connected with Sie W, A, knewing any thing concersis; & buslmesa, 1 wauld Fu it k n Dease in h
recommend you wol io meolion their vames in pny copraps you may hare here; EXPTESII0
sl events 1ill they are s the York Hospital. & ke :
. I eq
with their Dchos (eyes will mat prevent their el :
to his
it they mig
kout the patient’s
h In
s 1 discovered
af has
bees prevenied geing 0 e 5 thw thee
noar, os be termed it to eall wpen

m whem loe was

(although 1
linings are per)
tnduce o relopes ;
1 also saw Mars
it e Hos d y Ans ¥ ¥ fid wents of Army Me
Hiewise wo g ' : oty oh . Lindsay, i exactly kn
pea. of the el
wing i

. which [ shall the more readily noco

at fotwiths

il receive jury o e veen previously suspen
Since the ¢ artial, Mr. Lindsay
wrote

Me

¢, very faitkfully,
OWEN LINDSAY
, Of the cases o

MPS DEASE &
JAMES DEASE, F an Owen Li

Buse

't made by the A

waff
for writing letter, whe
above letter l been sent f . )y fut the ir
sealed, and wnd Medicul Board Ufitce pr y 3 indsay aof ki surgeon) is the ing passage: * We obser
had been written to * by the Se y af drmy | ; y “of the Appendix to his Itey 3 W. Adams s

pprizing him of Sir William Adand 3 snts Lici Py i “ posed in 1810 to Sir David I
“ from Chatham to pass the Chelsea Bon
desired * by the professional assistant of the
U pake these w inte hospital, bat to
# board:” And that Mr. Lindsay was als
“ gttention of the Commissioners of Chelsea C
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for the exclusive treatment of Pensioners dismissed the-army, blind
from Egyptian Ophthalmia;asserting many men might thereby
he restored to the service, and large sums of MOney, annually
expended in peusions, saved to the country. Wec
sider this assertion as being borne out by » resulis of his tre
ment, either in the cases now reported upon, or in those pl
under his care in 1812, 1813; and 181 We are not
that any of those persons | their yision ficien
to be considered fit for duty as soldiers ; those exami
can state with eonfidence bad not : some of th
have been deemed by him (Sir W. Ad ) fit for
have been reporied such; but on rejoining their regiments, they
were either considered to be unfit for duty, or relapsing ~l||n’l.]}' alter-
werne dis . Two men o s ki

alluded to in Lindsa ] : K n his (Sir W. A's
Report, who were reported i

were ords to join
Larrival at the Tsle of Wight, they

subsequently passed Chelsea B

It was upon the discuss v wlh took place upon the motion
or the production of these papers, that Mr. Linesay's fetter become
wbilicly ko,

Now in opposition to the asserfivns containes in the Report of
we Army Medical Board, and which the plot developed by
etection of Lindsay's letter was so well ealenlated to support,
re the following facts: It was the stof
\ exnmine all recruits for the army in the London di
Jese men ¢ fif for duty,” and el Sir W, ddams; neither did ¢
from the Cphthalmic Hospital, for

lsle of Wizht to be unfit

dlapse after their disch
yough reported by the su
ithstanding subse=

ity the after their arrival there, they

Seently performed their vegular share

] ] oy "
juring upwards of four months, as was attest ' e im=
blves to the Sceretary at War, and to the Adjuts ; , who

amined their eyes and state of vision on their re o pase
helsea Board.  And, further, they ulimetely passed Chelsea
the Army Medical B il i 1i
wuld be considered) from their incompetency

soard, not

1
{ reduction in the regiment to which they bele

| Hence it is obvious, that if these two men had laboured under
|

proper vascular cornea” {exeited in ¢ nner suggested by

13

t was intended they should have
by the Secretary at War, and by

Mr. Lindsay) when examined, as 1

been, by the Coma nder in Chief, :
the Commissiener +f Chelsea College, the assertions contained in t
Report of the Ar » % pecorded opinion’
of the Director General of 1816, would have
It is thus shewn that Qeaff Surgeon Owen Lindsay was depuled to
nmissionersof Che Jsea College, th
ad also that it was intended they
should have been se by the Commander in Chief and by the
state. Nothing farther is necessary
de upon the reputation

v Medical Board, and th
. appeared to be verified®.

“npoper vasenlar
'|| int outt {54 proper s

 cormea of these men's eyes; @

ptary at
hew the nat attack which was o
| the moral as well as the profess onal character

il

I has been stated to furnish the means
the propriety of originally esieblishing

1 Wpon
n any inquiry that may be made

lialmic Hospital, i
The nature of the opposition

into the wisdom of its continuance. i
pal superin=

that will be offered 1o the estab shment a

¢ from which it will pr
o develope befor vd the character of
purpose of gr ying any personal fe

vto prevent thase Gentle will be engaged in the in

wken by surprise, or thrown ¢ ¥ their goard, b

t and avthority natura attachied to the opinions of these
station would be expected to place them above par]

Juals, whos
How far the circumstance

views, and improper bias or prac tice.
ed with re 4 r shew that such e nnics
i E ;
¢ reccived with jom, the reader must jud
ector General's s Seeretary of War, i d Dee,-11, 1816
a8 1 i mad hesitate Lo vay, that

o record my opd

ent benefit from any mod
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D BY OPHTHALMIA.
uments and Statements are intended to shew:
fiest, the proportionate Numbers of Cu able and Tucurable Ophthal-
mic Pensio jamm nil Iy i
y, the Resulis of Sie Wm. Adams’s Treat
Haospital,
. shews, that of 1850 men
ecently inspected in Ireland, 315
to be incarable ; 487 beir

e or relief from treaunent, and

pnual

of Pensions nte 3 Class i 4 5s, 3d.

of the

L18,111 12s. 64 annually to

while the i
men wi

as i Grand towal
I N
108d. p
amount of  pension
y to pension for length of service. Some few may

s but the proportion of such elaim.

ments shew paid aunually

to the thres

*a Hospital . . G182
{Fram the above sum ded
Act of Parl
17,791
Ordnance Dep 10,036

By the War Office to Officers

By Kilmainham Ho
and partly for Of

Ey Chelsea |.|r.|.-||iL\|| far di
0

xeeed for Bli 0,000 0 O

0d 0 0

tal perannum . 199,235 2 &
a1t of presiss, unnecesinrily granted 5 the I
of Pewidemira, ban been incurrod by

* Whether this great am

gl Ency o cure Uhe mainlad
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Thirdly : Document IV, shews that 447 persons have been ad
mitted into the Ophthalmic Hespital since its establishment, of v
890 have been diseharged from thence, in whicl numbe included
217 cured, 83 relieved, 32 not benefited, and 48 remain in the Hos- LT D
pital.  The annual amount of the pensions of 401 of these men (4 IR WILLIAM ADAMS'S CLAL
not being pensioners) is L7885 ds. 8d. r ] is not acquai | I y ease that bas been sub-
Two hundred and ten § were treated s Ophthalmic
Hospital between Nov. 1, 1818, and Now. 1, 1820, of whom 101
pensioned solely for Ophtha and 87 of er since )
1815. The annual unt of on o 101 patie 3
L1838 13s. 0d, and their value, estimated by the Tables of Annuity
established by Government at the Bank of 1
age of each individual, is £24,052 8s. 3}
Document V. shews that in almost every instas 1 1 el 1y, an
been admitted into the Ophthalmic Hospital, and ! r to the Govern
to their being pensioned, that their pensions have 1 3 The eas
or in part saved to the publie, in consequenc : benefit they  the pres
have received while in the He
Hence then if so large a proportion of the blind pensioners,
is proved by e Docoments, admit of core or relief, and il
1 pensions of almost the whole of those men admitted into the € Iph
3 Hospital prior to their being p ed, have been
in part saved, would it not be expedieint, cven on the s
in future to treat there men having claims for pensions, previously
i to snch claims being taken into ideration, by which ready dis-
y ciplined soldiers would be retained to the service, pensions would be
jsaved, and the forther dissemipation of the cor n among
general population of e country, by means of the dismissed sal-
i diery, would be prevented.
The considerable sums paid to men for marchi meney to the

yhomes, and subsequently to and from the Oplihalmic Hospital, as also

feto their guides, would further be saved, while the proposed measure
eould be carried into effect without incurring any considerable addi-
ional expense.




which the disease prevailed among the soldiery, and the suppose]
inadequacy of the practice pursued in the army, the
ance was attached to the ebtaining an effectual ¢ mo
“ tion and cure® ;" and he was thus invited, after a F
est professional authorities in the kingdom

had been previously appointed for this s

the desir

The discovery of vaccination, although of the utmost

importance to humanity, and consequently to society at larg

much as it tends to the presery
contributed to the © effici

ation of life, yet has r

of either hranch of

vice, ns at no period ¢ the introdection
small-pox prevailed to such extent as t | t
The Ophthalmia, on the contrary, it will be shewn to the Cq
mittee, has not only in many

ineffective for su

instances rendered
ni inother

publicatic

whole reg
CESSIY

but further, as appears from tl

small-pos

 in

yptian Opl
uf of the grest bengih o
o negheeied, os nlos i
dwenty yrars & e first wbinck, the following letter is quoted
SR,

37 1500 | contracled the Gpk
t has keen sa o

sinee my s e as o exelud

atinely from readie
es of that most dre
Froted with b F

ghi ar day

or £ven wri
Ml malady; mn

is mow in £l
the

b bee

z it o

Heége b a cancln

23, CoLsToN-sThenT,
Erusron

19

enormons expense to the public;

prove, that, by the adoption of his opir

is mow treated with

::“ll‘ﬂ.‘_ri' l‘

to the prevention of the ex|
Dr. Jenner,

sides experi

llln]'.'{',l-

his
army, has most
necessarily has occupied mueli of hi
deed red by his
the profes:
sisted in

and so fully were they

that he {Si
Sir W. Adams

subsequently
Committ 5

placed hi
 vigw, ami

The cf
has no hes

i

belonging to the three bran

has proved

esprit de corps, most zealously e

critical productions, has (since the beg

expected that the Ophthalmic Hosy

I the effect within its pow
tile and injuricus to Sir W. Ad
every thing ad
duced, mu

v in civil life,

al would be estab|

ms, while it has
need in his justification.

while Sir W, Adams is prepared to

s and practice, the ma Iy

the army n forme
ally eonkribute

MG

d the libe v
likewise the kind fee

rinning of the year
practice for the benefit ¢
vexations controversy, wl
nd attention. He w
rienced medical friends of

r,if

donged

wted in th
232, even when it
g as @ TERSON,

upon i

5 4 point of
the profession upon him."
Adams he
us ta him; and
4 | Prac

: public service have, from
cite public prejudice
Press, which it is well
ction, or open to their
rinning of 1515, when it was
itved,
wion hos-
Iy rejected

shed,)adi
er, to every publi
&

The impression thus pro-

ecessarily have had considerable effect upon the profes-




From the

thus shewn to exist between

the charucters of the respective cases of Dr, Jenner and Sir W

Adams, it is seen that Dr
founded npon the /i
Adams to compen

Justive, as w

and his fami

army, in ¢

n the

the professi

he has been s

* Inamc

he has sustained in his




APPENDI)

(DOC. 1)

Anmy Mzpicar Bo
April 28, 1817
SIR,
Refer
my T{‘Eﬂ_‘,‘ of the 10 now to submit, f
War's consideration, a return, which has been ve ¥y
t, of the total number of soldiers invalided from the
account of diseases of the , between the
& 20th Nov. 1816,
From this statement it will appear, that the 56 men

. Peasion

yalided out of a total number of patier

blind ; and hly prol

];r are totn

ralided for impaired vi

I have, &c.

JAMES M'&RIGOR,

Lo W. MERRY, Exy. &c. & &.

N recel

IN

RN of ME

U
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(DOC. 111.)
: No. 1. Nao
INCURABLE CASES. e e e v ey
BSTRACT of the Annual Amount of Pensiens of 315 blind Pen- CASES ALREADY RECOVERED.
inspected in Ireland, as alst : Valoe of these ABSTRACT of the N F P ners inspected
ng to the I I es having entirely rec
at the

o 3
B ‘e i ¢ i remaining, were deemed

Cases to be se arHatMic Hospival 3 with th
of their Pensi i . ue at 14§ year:
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"TURMN of the Amount of the Pensions of the foregoi
in the OerpTHaLMic HospiTaL

(DOC. 1V.)

Patients who have been treated
DIC " { Peran dmitted and discl i From the < 2

TEDICAL RETURN of all Persons admitted and i since its Commencement, Dec. 1st; 1817.
OrnTHALMIC HostTAL sinee its Commencement, Dec. 1st,

e Rate of Pensian

the 17th February, 1521. :
| Aunual Amount.
|

( Extracted from the Hospital Records. )

; | GEO. R. MELIN, Asqstant Surgean o ihe Forees.
| G. BARRY, M. D.

® Two of the cases of cataraet fa both eyes, woovoood bal i vec €38, b ather eye ie
hels patisul having leow lost by inBamsslion,

"
'l
i
1
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e
(]]0(- .V} Men wha twere pensioned afier their Discharge from the Ophthalaic Hos-
pital, aud whe, inall probebility, would have obiained @ higher rate
i) s 2 of Peusion kad (hey appeared b » Conumissioners of ™
METURN of f’“ the T"_.\Tll'_,h"l!- treated in tlllu OPnTHALMIC the state of diseast rulflll’rr which they laboured e
HospiTal since its Establishment, 1st Dee, » who were not the Ha
Pensioners when admitted, distinguishing tho; d no > s iy ezl
Pension afverwards from those who di

er their 1)
(Mserva

Jog. Counlso
Dan. M°
i
1l the shoemakin
maonihs aller |

Carp, Phillips
r discharge from
James Pike pd. | ph ic Hospital, prior o their
| g the Board.

Pat. Dug Is. this amoant of pension for ser-

| vice, having 21 years and 5 meanths

nearly so.

eyes
Dreserted, g able to read a
NE WA [T, =—
hit perfect in bath eyes.
1 dittn ditta. e
§ Ana incurable com gutta serens Pai. Macauley

9. V. B

72 i 1 anid chranie

it . . 2 . o eyn wien
Hen who had applied for an Tucrease of Pension, I consequence of r_."ru p taract of the oiher, of
Disease having become more severe after passing Chelsea or Kilmain- | 7
ham Doards.

Pension|

Rare of (servations.

Nearly well. T
ditto.
20 [ . ditte,

2 Provis. ['lll'lln Preparing for operation.

| Phes, James :
was nearly per
ment.

( Estracted from the Hospital Records. )

3 GED. R. MELIN, Assistant Surgeon to the Forces. §
(Signed,) {c. BARRY, M. D.
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DISEASES OF THE EYE,
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AN
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proper to
n for the

s h their

taken down on ad
their discharge from, b
In 1810, [ had t
das, the late Con
p

institution for the exclusive oners  dis

missed the y, blind from the Egyptian ophthalmia;

asserting, tl t thereby be restored to the

service, and annually expended in

pensions might be saved to country.
For a considerable time after 1 made ¢

denied that the

however, having
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i PFPENDIX.
1 APPENDIX. AT 1
wlfiver, wh

was curable, His Majesty's e

o fol
ment of
arLil
Printed Orders to all the
w0 the three departments of the

The fallowi that from the War-O1f

wigred, asd it |
s : ability of the

b dlise f the

e

pensioners

iich

I'he Right oo, the r having judged it

expedient to alter his d to the sclection
of oue class of p ts, who bad been inspected at the first
ive stati ywing Letter of Instruc:
mied for the guide, ) y dcimE @ o five stal
e TR D L W e tions 1o tted by mi, prev

his com samination through the re
bis :
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remainder of the opl

e of Lord Palmer

af Grovern
be sek

In conformity with these instructions, my assistant noted
down for treatment, ¢ e which he conceived held out
n any degree a prospect of being benefited,

But in the hurry which necessarily attended many of his
examinations, wh travell r distan
tainous paris of Scotland, within limited periods, some men
were selected and sei York Hospital,
found, upon examination, to be absolutely incy
who were, therefore, immediately sent back without
ment,

Some of the other cases sent up, were also of 5o unfa-
vourable & nature, to be considered scarcely admissible

for the trial of any wetice : but [ was induced to make an

APPENDIX

effort to rel
been bro
t I should do so.

o, felt it due to th

structions

hiad not

shn
as of those wh
form
cul

treatment.

may be ima-

fact,

these

men who have
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APFPENDIX APPENDIX

It being the wish of Gowe thentic Re - that thé fon
d be kiept, of the resulis of the treatment of the
oners at the Ophibal ul, & Board, con
ing of the superior medical officers of Che
and those of the Army Me
examinge the patients on il
disgcharge from thence. ‘ar th A i my ass
riiculars of every 1
WERE 3 L i n | to the hospital, and previously to his disel
Report was drawn up
was subn d to the
incl . DBut this plan beca & Lt
on the admission or discharge of the patients.  On the o
trary, the three superior members of
their respe

notes have not

@ five

d 1o take

Ciovernment, in the for

filled *.

Placed as [ was o
Ina recent i
dered it due to
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that every thing connected with the treatment of the pet
stoners should have the most complete publicity : and that
the Profession at large should, therefore, be invited to in- of 1ts eatabl
et, and estimate, the proctice wh o justify that 1819, Their
This in m, of which = foll s g veport un Rop
copy, was issued to the Professi

by the attendance of several hundreds of professi twithstand

men, both civil and mil paticuts have

either of the

I CRUSEE—IN

Dbumn e

being * very unfave

nnd the success

&)

:
3

which the re 3
‘s practice, h ather instances, FRT

LR

s : : P 7 i 1, cithier at the oper , or subsequently to
Bui the optic nerve was | ally insens
e

The: recos

thy of rem ti

n operated u

1L BUCCESS pre wiously to
- cases of ca

It is expected, thai redl b faco thest sure of the pupil ) the ¢
successively e it e of Sir William A | fi
stitution. fully removed, as well as the = cial pupil fc
26, Abbemavie-Street, I

Mfareh
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There tas not been one failure, in the operations for the
cure of inversion or eversion of the eyelids.

The result of the freatment upon the pensioners will, 1
trust, on referring to the cases, be considered scarcely less
successful than the operations have proved, when the num-
ber of years, during which many of them have laboured
under their diseases, and the great variety of tre
which they had undergone previously to their ad
into hospital, is taken finto account,

It may be proper also to mention, that the vision of a
considerable number of the patients might s been still
further improved, had they been longer detained in hospital,
more particularly those whe underwent the operation for
artificial pupil by excision, and those Iabouring under opacity
of the cornea,  In the former elnss of patients, from the

rays of light falling upon & part of the retina not destined by
nature 1o réceive them, it requires a cert: ree of ex-
ercise before the organ can be brought inte healthy nction.
In the latter, the entire removal of the opacity would have
required their detention also from their families, a consider-

ably longer time than they remained in hospital. Therefore
J ¥ »

T
such patients on their dismissal have been supplicd with the
requisite applications, and I have learnt from o : of my as-
sistants, that on his second journey to Scotlnd, having
examined some of the worst cases of this kind which had

been troated in the Ophthalmic Institution, e found that

APPENDIX. Xl

the continued employment of these applications, conjoined

with pure air, had re stored their eyes to a state of perfect

.d Medical Report will, I trust, satisfy Flis
government and the Public, that considerable
benefit has been already effected by the measure, which ori-

ginated in the humanty of the R

War; and t o0 exertion upon my part has been wanting,

to realize to their fullest extent, those expectations, whi
indoced his Lordship to atte

had the honour (o propode.
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Aviny Medical Board Office,
3rd Mavy, 1819,

SIR,

We have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo,
inclosing a n from Sie William Adams, with
the Report accompanying it, detailing the €
of all the Pensioners who have been treated in
the (Jln,l;.l.i.;:lm'- Institution, under varioos dis-
eases of the ; and conveying the command
of the Commander in Chief, that this statement
may be compared with the minutes of the Oii-
cers of thisdepartment, as well as with those of
the Medical Officers of the Chelsea Hospital,
who have from time 1o time attended at the
examinations of those |'f1l.1.iL'1I1". and a H"pl"l't
made upon the subject for His Royal Highness's
information.

Iti obedience to His Royal Highness's com.-
mands we have the honour to submit the requir-
ed Report;a nd, referring to the several reports
which were transmitted after those respective
examinations, as likev to the Letter we liad
theé honour of addressing to you on the 24th
of March, 1818, when it had been proposed to
order all the invalids in Hospital at Chatham,
to be inspected by ani’ Assistant of Sir William

A2




Adams, for the purpose of selecting those la-
houring ur Diseases of the Eye, for treat-
ment by Sir William Adams, at the York
Hospital, we beg leave to offer a few re-
marks upon the result of Sir William Aduams's
practice,

It appears to ws that his treatment of dis-
eases of the Lye may be divided into two
classes,

1st ons for Cataract and Artificial
Pupil.

2nd.—Treatment of Opacities of the Corne
and Granulations of the Lids,

He has performed operations for Ar
Pupil and for Cataract, the re
of ations are noted in o lable ai
the report,

Without intending to undervalue the
tive talents of Sie William Adams, we
to be onr duty to observe, that we cannol con-
sider him to have sueceeded n & 'r propor-
tion than might be fairly expected from many

ons and Oculists in eivil life; or from those

ons of the British Army who have turned
their attention to operations for the relief of
Disenses of the s; we firmly believe, that
iad these patients been treated in the General
Hospital at Chatham, or in either of the Pub-
lic: Infi ries in” the metropolis, or at many
others 1nthe conntry, the results would have

been;: at | 1, u=11|i|||_',' favourabde,

i

d 1o Sir William Adams"
of Chronic Diseases of the Eyes; socl
jes'of the Cornea; or the granu
» membrane lining the l':_\r-lu[-;;
an much attent to the subject, @nd al
having compared the results of his practice

that of the Ge 1] ||r1-=||;:|'. al Clhatliqin,
1d with the Army of Occupation in France,
are unable to discover that he has adopted
a more successful mode of treatment 1
persons ; on the contrary, we consider his |
tiee to have been in the main unsuecessi
we have little doubt that, if 2 certain number '
ol ez of Chronic Ophthalmia, and pa
larly Opacities of the Co
of the Lids were to he plac Willum
ydams, and an equal number of similar ci
.

under the ¢ oe of dical Officers of the

Army, that the Medical Ofticers of the Army

would cuy r t, a larger proport

them than Sir William Adams. 1

is not meant to imply any disparagemeént of
this Gentleman,—it arises from the -superi

i \|N-:i|'lll'\' of the Medieal Ofh

in these diseases, It may al: 1

another canse, which is, th vive the whaole
of their time and their u attention to
public duties, while an o mployed in
extensive ill'ih'li:'l" in civil life, cas ail \y
a suall portion of his time; and theop 15

rentofl these ca.esis ted

for the suecessful tn




(1]

ous; and the applications require caution and
Card.

Indeed Sir William Adams seems to have
been aware of the benefit he might derive from
the experience and skill of the Medical Officers
of the Army; for, immediately afier this duty
was assigned him, he solicited from The Se-
cratary at War, and obtaived the aid of a
Staff Surgeon of much talent and great
experience.,

In some former Reports we expressed doubis
how far the amendment in the vision of sev
of those persons who had been treated by Sir
William Adams would be permanent; and we
were induced to entertain these doubts, in con-
sequence of having learnt, by experience, that
whenever soldiers have suffered repeated attacks
of Ophthalmia, and particularly when the Cor-
nea has become opaque, or the Conjunctiva
lining the Eye-lids has become granular ; al-
though, by good air, proper diet, restriction
from iy emperance, and judicious medieal
treatment, the vision may be much improved ;
yet, after being discharged, if the patient be
guilty of intemperance, or be exposed to cold
winds, or damp or cold weather, a relapse will
almost certainly take place, We are concerned
to add that the results of some re-examinations
of the Eyes of men who were lately under
treatment. by William Adams, made by
Megical Officers of professional skill and expe-

7

rience, sipce these men have retorned to Secot-
land haye proved our doubt to be well-founded.
We therefore beg leave to suggest that all the
out-pensioners who have been nnder treatment
by him at York Hespital, and hitherto not seen,
;1;:.1 he re-examined by a competent board, and
a 1-;-l:r::r| made on their present state,
If our view of the subject be correct, the
atmost that has been accomplished by Sir Wil
iam Adams is that, ln_\ means of certain upelr:a.
ns lm!-_-_ known and |r|'m'l'|\'\'<|~ but which
wver can render one man fit form ry service,
some out-pensioners have had their vision im-
.. Should it be the intention of Govern-
ment to continue to affard this humane aid 1o
blind pc,-mi_un 53 it appears 1o us ik 121:11- be
effected at much less expence to the public, and
with lss trouble and inconvenience to the ont-

i if ey 5 e ApPRroHEi-
pensioners, il a ward or wards were appropr

ated for their admission in the General Hospi-
tal at Fort Pitt, or at the Detachment Hospital
at the lsle of Wight, and, at lfdiu!:m J_. at
each of which plagesam al uﬁ'!u-r is retained
quite as. competent as Sir William Adams to
perform all operations for the Eyes.

We trust we shall neither be deemed to ont-
step the bounds.of our professional duties, nar
of decornm, if we suggzest that medical aid
ought equally to be extended to other aut
sioners, who, perhaps, have an equal ¢
the compassion and bounty of the country.




We allude principally to those whao are suf:
fering under other complaints, Fl.'irli<'u|:||'|_\' tor
men discharged on account of wounds received
in action, or for broken down constitutions inc
duced in conseq ce of disease contrcted on
service in unhealthy climates Among the
wonnded will be found ma ¥ : wounids
lave broken out sinee they were discharged,
either from injuries to the bones or ol coauses,
and whe, from the tedious and painful p
of exfoliation of bone, which often COTLInueEs
many vears, must suffer conside ¢ pain and
inconvenience, and often require the aid of an
XL ced and skilful SUrgeon v I a better
diet than their seanty means can pro

It having i wbed, that new
successful modes for the treatment of Dise
of the Eyes had been diseovered by Sir Willi
Adams,whichwereto beevineed in .
of out-pen rspla C
ber, 1817, and to witness which Medjcal Oili-
cers ol the .\rllll'f were invited to attend —We,
although experience had taught ns to doubt the
promises of Medieal Men professing to possess

secrets, anxiously waited the display of this
treatment ; and many Medical Officers attended
his operations ; but, as far as we have been able
to learn, the ope itions performed were such as
have been taught at public lectures, described

in books (both glish and Foreign) and prae-

tised in public hospitals, more partieularly of

view with the me
ard, Sir ¥ A id art, #s o se

cret, the removal of the granulations of the ¢

junctiva, lining the eye.lid by the knife ; whi

he then cons d as an improvement on the
practice of Mr. Saunders, the late Surg
the Eve Inflirmary, in Charterhouse Square, wlio
had recommended their oval by
We shall not here enguire which of these modes
1% st advanlageous, but may observe, that
r as we can learn, he has used this mode of
treatment in very few cases of the men now
---J--.n-|<c| upon. But we are, however, of opi-
nion, that this mode, although by no means so
senerally sucee 1 a8 Sir Willizm Adams ones
represented it to be, is, when judicionsly i
formed, frequently eminently useful ; but it is
tedions, and not ve ¥ ope ion, and re-
quires g + and caution in the p
ance.

It appears to us, that the desertions have
been unusually numerous ; which may probably
in part be attributable to the inexpericnce of
Sir William Adams, of the habits and feelings
of soldiers, and in part to their dislike to sub-
mit to hazardous and iful operations at the
diserction and on the judgment of one person : it

being the invariable rule and positive orders of




10

IHis Royal Highness The Commander in Chief,
that no operation shall be performed without a
consultation. Under the impression that this
reégulation is highly proper, we cannot refrain
from submitiing it as our opinion, that in futire
Sir William Adums should be restricted from
performing a ny operation without previdus
consul tation,

We abserve el of the Appendix to his
Report, Sir Williim Adams stutes, that he pro-
pased in 1810 to Sir David Dundas, the forma-
tion of d@n Institation for the exclusive Treat-
ment of Pensioners dismissed the Army, blind,
from Egyptian Ophthalmia, asserting that ma-
ny men might thereby be restored to the service,
and large soms of money ammually expended in
pensions be saved to the count Y-

We cannot consider this assertion as being
borne out by the resalts of his trenment, either
in the cases now r|‘|m|'l(“:'| upon, or in those
placed dider liis eare in 1812, 1813 and 1814.

We are not aware thit any of these persons
had their vision sufficiently im proved to be con-
sidered fit for duty, assoldiers; those examin-
ed by us we can stite with confidence, had not,
Some of them may, it is true, have been deemed
by him fit for duty, and may have been reported
as such, but on rejoining their Regiments they

were either eonsidered to be unfit for duty, or,
wlspﬁin;; shortly afterwards, were :1i3.-d.;1r!;;[:d_
Twomen of this description [ Philips and Pike)

1

are to be found in this Report, who were report-
ed by Sir William Adams as fit for daty, and
were ordered to join their Regiments at Gibral-
tar: but, on arrival at the Depot in the Isle of
Wight, they were deemed unfit for duty, and

have subsequently passed the Chelses Joard.
We have the honour to be,
sl
Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) J. MGRIGOR,
W. FRANKLIN,

To Major General
Sir Henry Torrens, K.C.B.
fro. §re. dre.
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Abstract and Result of the Aceompanying Report,

(General Result .., | 12 ‘
1

Operatfons.

Inversion of Lids .
Eversion of ditie . .

n this Report, ten wer
by Sie W1 tally and nin
conduct ;
offered, with 1the
T4y discharged the " i

wivd Mos, 2
Hinnen, Deputy Iospectar --FJI--_\|-1t\||.-._+I

issed for

RIGOR.
— - -~ KLIN

The following Men, treated by Sir William Adams, for Oplithals
'y ERLRLHE

hive ree :
ported upon, as * improved,” :
Inspector of Hos :‘ proved,™ by Mr. Hennen, Deputy

» Now 78, il
81, were seen by Mr,

Koo | Regimeni, J :
NAVE. REMARK

Tepsrawed,

Lo,
Ditto,
Ditto,
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Dit1a,
Ditta.
Ditta.

hith Foot,

|I1'nru_-u'. Mil. | Gavine Young
#5th Foot. James S .
Ath Deagoans,

APPENDIX

FOREGOING REPORT

CHELSEA HOBPITAL,

Sth Janwary, 1818,

SIR,
WE have, in the presence of Dr.
Franklin, and Sir William Adams, examined the Oph-
thalmia Out Pensioners who had been selected for the
purpose of being placed under the eare and superintend-
anceof Sir William Adams at York Hospital; and, ag

ably to directionsof the Lords Commissioners of Chels
Hospital, have the honor to report, that we found these
Out Pensioners had been under the management of Sir
n Adams nearly a month, and consequently it is
v our power to Say what might have been their
precise state at the commencement of that period, we
cannot therefore form & just estimate of the success of
Sir William Adams's treatment; but, as it was under-
stood that the Secretary at’ War had requested that the
itients themselves should be taken,
& it
ied

declaration of the p
we conceive this must be done with caution,
was observed that sometimes the patient comtrs
lad previously given. We cannot there-

the account he
result of this troatment,

fore form a judgment of the




[ #Ga)
until the men are discharged by Sir William Adams
more especially as several of the patients had been

recently operated on. Conformably to their Lordships’
orders, we herewith enclose a return of the names of

these men and their respective cases now under the cars
of Sir William Adams;

And have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your very obedient
And most humble Servants,
(Signed) BENJAMIN MOSELEY, M.D. Physician
T. KEATE,
WILLIAM NORTH, Apothecary.

RICHARD NEAVE, ESQ. Secretary, §e. &e. &e.
CHELSEA HOSPITAL.

ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,

17th March, IRIS.

WE beg to acknowledge the reecipt
of your letter of the 5th Ipst. and we have accordingly
re-examined thirty-four of the Out Pensioners whose
names we reported on the Sth January last, and to each
man’s name we now add their present appearance, as

the case was separately offered to our inspection.

From a considerable number of men in Scotland,
sixty-four were selected as most likely to receive benefit
from the present treatment ; of these sixty-four, thirty
are still unfit to be shewn after thres months treatment;
and the other thil'Tl\.'-i‘cmr. supposed to be cured, have not
(in our judgement) their organs restored to such an
healthy state as to be applicable, for themaost part, to
any useful purposes of life, consequently are liable to

relapses.

We submit therefore, whether it might not be expe-
dient to wait a little, till time has confirmed the good
effects supposed 1o be received by the sixty-four men
selected ; and not to send more [as we understand, 1o
the amount of two or three thousand) until «xperience
shall have sofficiemly justified the practice. | ossibly
itmight be advisable that the 1||irl".'-ﬁmr men whom we
have already re-exam ned, should remain three or four
months longer at the York Hospital.




( 68 )

Dr. Franklin and Sir William Adams having ing.
mated to us their intention to send their separal:
reports to His Royal Highness the Commanderin Chief,

and to the Sm.‘n*mr_\' at War; we beg leave to sugpest
the 1-.\'pﬂliwm}’ of withholding our report from the in
spection of those officers, until their several reports
shall be received at the offices of the Commander in

Chief and Secretary at War.

We have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) BENJAMIN MOSELEY, M.D. Physician
Chelsea Hospital,
T. KEATE,
W. NORTH.
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,
20th April, 1818,

IN conformity to your letter of the
25th Inst. we have the honor to send for the information
of the Lords Commissioners the names of fifteen men and
their cases, with the changes we have observed to have
taken place since their admission in December, 1817,
And we have nothing farther to offer upon this occasion
than was submitted to their Lordships after the former
examination of thirty-four men, * that, although in a

few instances, there appeared to be some amendment,

we are led to apprehend, from analogous cases, that the

improvement, even of those few, will be but temporary ;
and that relapses will frequently oceur ; whilst, in by
far the greater number, there does not appear to be any
change for the better.”
We have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient,
Very humble Servants,
(Signed) B. MOSELEY,
T. KEATE,
W, NORTH.
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, '-'“-ZL‘.-'J':J.,

26tk Aug. 1818,

IN answer to a note from Mr. Lynn,
||_r,' your direction, we beg to :l('lill:lin! you, for the infor-
mation of the Lords Commissioners, that we have re-
examined thirteen men at the York Hospital ; and that
the result of this examination furnishes little more in.
formation for the Commissioners than is eontained in
our former reports.

In a few eases it should seem, from the gontradict
and inconsistent statements of the patients themselves,
that there has been some amendment, but, in these cases
the men are still liable to the effects resulting from long
marches, sea voyages, and the vicissitudes of season, on
retur ‘.{ to []IL'iI' own ]I”I]I.E:.‘i.

In one case, the right eyeof the patient had been
entirely lost before he was undertaken ; the left eye

therefore inappreciable to this man, but unfort

he is now 1=1t:|i[_'r blind, in consequence of : c:pe]'utiun
having been hazarded on the left eye.

Hence it should seem to us, that it were well, as we
have already observed, to let these men remain quietly

at their homes, rather than ~1L1[jt'¢1. them to the incon-
veniences of long marches, and sea voyages, 1n addition

to the uncertainty of unusual treatment, and hazardous

experiments,

We have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient humble Servants,
(Signed) B. MOSELEY.
T. KEATE,
W. NORTH.

RICHARD NEAVE, ESQ
Secretary, foo. o &
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA,

15tk Feb. 1810,

SIR,

IN ebedience to the commands of

the Lords Commissioners we have the honor to report
npon the fifteen followir g Out Pensioners who have
lately been re-examined, and discharged to their homes,
We regret that our present report will be found still
more unfavourable than those that have |Jn:1‘:'t]ﬂ|= find-
ing as wedo, an increased proportion of those unfortunate

s, wherein the p'.ll'le'ms have been rendered totally
blind by operations. Of the men included in this re-
port, one has been discharged to his home under the
imfluence of an active inflammation and 'mf-i];irn[ opa-
city on the globe of his eye, caused by the operation,
whilst he was a patient in York Hospital.

One has received benefit in one of his eyes, while the
other eye became disordered from the operation per-
formed on the opposite eye.

A few have been somewhat improved in one, and some
in part, in both ayes, Some have received benefit from
rest, and some from operations not Hllfn;_::t'lhl:r EW,
When we had the honor of attending the board, in pur-

supnce of an order, on Wednesday, the 3rd inst, the

Secretary at War mentioned an Out Pensioner, who
had been reported as blind, and who, in His Lordships
L‘-]ﬁniuu.. was able to see; we beg leave with all respect
to say that we have endeavoured incffectually to obtain
the 1-|-_m||: of that man, but we hope, we may he favored
with it, in order to Y['l:l:-i:\' any mistake which may

have occurred ; and if in any case, it should be sup-

]m:.qd we have given any erroneous judgment we lium-

bly request we may have the of ion of the court of ex-
aminers of the Surgeons’ College, the highest Su

tribunal in the world.

At the same time we think it our duty to inform the
board, that (although the Secretary at War in reading
his statements, very properly employed such terms as
are familiar to perse not professional) there is not a
single case on His Lordship’s list, which 1s not replete
with the most abstruse (]m'.\liuu.\ in the art of HLII’,‘.{I.'I’_".
and such as would necessarily occupy a considerable
time, if the Board should think proper to have them

fully discussed in their presence.
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ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA

March L1Oth, 1818,

SIR,

IN conformity with your letter of
the 5th Instant, we have the honor to state, for the

information of the Lords Commissioners, that we have

examined the eight following Out Pensioners, who have

been reported by Sir William Adams, as fit to be dis-
charged to their homes.  And we regret that we are under
the necessity of repeating in this seventh report, our
conviction of the trifling comparative advantages and
the great real disadvantages, derived to the men, sub-
mitted to our inspection, from the |mlgju'll.l'i1'll:$nf S0IME

the experiments others have undergone.

l REMARES.

\

Regiment, | Age |
|

49 Thompsen After two oper amd
|months treatm
ke could dizeern lig
sannot well

gtk r‘m“l D‘“:fl-'T S ths treatment, opa
i thickened hds
a8 on sdmissien
pder the influence
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r and ©
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he siys he sees o walk bette

ty on both lids and eyes ;
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On admission, sight of right ey
af ion performed on the lost

feye in January, sinee which, eonti
Inued inflammation of t tx
his bead, in which sate i ol
missed.

After eight months v mant b
now says hic sees more elearly.

ity and cicatrix remains
Vision, mot then,
|aor at present, impeded.

of consideralile disease.

We have the honor to be,

SIR,
Your most obedient humble Servants,
[Sigmed) B. MOSELEY, FMhysician.

T. KE
W. NOR

Richard Neave, Erg. Secretary,
doe, §oe e,




ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT,
October 16th, 1515,

SIR,

I HAVE the honor io transmit a
report on the state of yn of sixteen Out Pensioners,
who, by order of the Right Honorable, the Secretary
at War, have been under the care of Sir William Adams
at York Hospital, and were examined on the 7th inst,
by order of Lord Palmerston, by the Nedical Officers
of Chelsea Hospital, and by Dr. Gordon and mysell,
with a view of ascertaining what degree of improve-
ment had taken place in their vision ; the improvement

or deterioration of vision in each case is placed against
each man’s name, by which it appears that nine opera”
tions have been |}c|'f0|'ml:tl__ three of which have been
suceessful, one has been unsuccessful, three have derived
some trifling benefit, and two bave entively lost their
sight ; of the remaining seven men who have been under
Sir William Adams's treatment, the vision of one man
has been much improved, four have had their vision
somewhat proved, and two have derived no benefit
whatever ; one of the last mentioned is Andrew Blair,
whose eyelids have been improved, und thereby he has

heen rendered more comfortable,

no instance does
it appear, that the amendment in vision has been suffi
cient to render the men fit for any military duty.

It is proper here to remark that

(93
The case of John Honeyman seems to be particularly
unfortunate, as he states that ]:-l'v\]u:hlj' to being selected
and sent up to Sir William Adams, he enjoyed a suffi-
cietit p-urliml of vision to guide himself in known places,
hut from the unfavorable result of a hazardoos operation

he is now totally blind.

It maynot beirrelevant here to mention, that the vision
of the Tast man on the list, Brian Sy ith, 63th Its-;_:'um_'u[.

(who has been ten mouths under Sir William Adams,

and is now brought forward as fit to be sent to his home)
is in my opinion susceptible of some amendment, 1 beg
leave therefore to recommend, that he may be |1!:u:ml
under the care of the medical officers ut York Hospital.

(Signed) W. FRANKLIN.

Major General
Sir Ienry Torrens, K. C. B.
&eo. fe g




Partially. | Vision lost.

1tk Qoclober;, 1818,

SIR,

|
|

I HAVE the honor to enclose a
report on the state of vision of thirteen men who have
been under the care of Sir William Adams, and whom
1 (in the absence of yourself and the medical officers of

Much impreved.
Somewwhat improved.

Unsuccesaful.

J: Kenny; 18th Foot

Chelsea Hospital) re-examined on the 26th August, 1818,

In this report, the state of cach case at the first ex-
amination is detailed, as well as the result of the subse-

TREATED WITHOUT OPERATIONS.

Successfial.

quent treatment, by which it appears that nine opera-

tions have been |n.-r1'nr1m-r]1 two of which have been suec-
cessful, one unsuccessful, and six have derived some
benefit. Of the remaining four, upon whom no opera-
tion has been performed, three have had their vision

somewhat improved, and the remaining one is in every
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an Battalion

respect much as on admission.

(Sig ned) T. GORDON,

RATIONS.

Snecessfiel.

Physician to the Forces

‘neuceessful.
Fision lost.

Greorge Smith, 43rd Regi

b
John Honeyman, 6th V

Un
rh Band, 215t Foot
Partially improsed.

Oiperations for Artificial Pupil.
OPE

To Dr. Franklin.
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DON ANTONIO SCARPA,

Regius Professor of dnatomy and Surgery in

the University of Pavia.

Sir,

The 58th Number of the Edinburgh
Medical and Surgical Journal for 1819, (Ja-
nuary,) containing your letters to my friend
Professor Maunoir, on the subject of Cataract
and Artificial Pupil, (in reply to Sir William
Adams,) dated Pavia, 27th December, 1817,

was lately put into my hand by a distinguished

s P L R

patron of science, who pointed out to me the

following passage in your second letter to

e

Mons" Maunoir, viz,

__;H..\..n., Pri Little College Street, Westmiisbir.




Adams writes, *thal he was
=B - Es hat he ha
informed by Surgeon Este, that he had seen
the C: t seend in three cus erated
on by me; bu depressed ai t did
not again rise ; and that my mode of oper-

ating: was generally successful.”

“ Whether this young ¥ , who soon
after commencing sk ans al and
gical studivs in this unives
seen sccondary Capsular C
i |'|I\'.I|I..Il-!'

tare 1o

much dise
y remarks
dent from your expressions, either
been incorréct in my reports of the cases; or
in ments of my intercourse with you ;
or tha ¢ had been forg s of that in-
tercourse, of some misconceplion on your part ;
or that you wished to invalidate the evidenee 1

had given of your practice, by an insinuation

that I was too young in age or expericnce—or
that my « r at Pavia been too short to
enable me to form a just judgment of the merits
of your practice by its results.

On considering this part of your leiter, T
soon perceived your feelings had been hurt,—
and I concluded that it had been written, has-

, 1N consequence of the pariial puih-

1i|_\' perhaps

ion, by Sir William Adams, of a letter I
to him on the 2d of -T;lllu;u'_\. 1817 ;
but, Sir, as I cannot suffer insinuations fo go
abroad, that may prove prejudicial cither fo
your good name or to my own, without usi
some endeavour to repel them, I feel it a duty
L owe both to you and to myself, to address you
on the present occasion ;—and I do so, in the
hope that, by a short explanation, and such
evidence as I shall advance, I may suceeed in

wincing you that my conduct has been cor-
rect; and that in my statements of you, and of
my connexion with you, L have not gone a step
further than I was fully justified in goine,

ther on this or any other occasion,
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Without presuming to interfere ai present in
the questions between yourself and Sir William
Adams, I shall briefly state what my intercourse
has been with that gentleman ; and I shall in-
sert the entire letter I wrote to him on the 2d
of January, 1817, of which you have hitherfo
seen only a parl :—1 shall afterwards endeavour
to remind you of the exact nature and period
of our intercourse in Iialy, by such evidence as

I presume will be found incontrovertible.

With respect to Sir William Adams, in 1815,
shortly after my return to London, from the
peninsular and continental wars, cerfain pro-
fessional business led me into his society,—he
kindly invited me to see his operations, more
especially those which he called new and im-
proved : and I assisted him in many during the
subsequent years, 1816 and 1817. Several of
them were new to me,viz. the slicing of the cata-
ract, and propelling the fragments into the an-
terior chamber,—the removal of the entire hard
cataract into that chamber, by the needle, and

ils subsequent extraction, by incision, through

1||" COMEeR—=as Wwere :I.]!iﬁ some FLI'i]S iI'I I]i.H ilpﬁ'"

rations for artificial pupil. These operations I
admired for their neatness and success—they
seemed to deserve the epithet, improved, as they
were attended with less danger to vision than
the original operations. The application of the
sulphate of copper to the inner eye-lid, and
conjunctiva, was not new to me, for I had used
it largely myself in the army, and I had had it
applied to my own eyes, to remove the conse-

quences of Egyptian ophthalmia.

Sir William Adams rcijltalt:dly quesﬂullcd
me as to what I had seen in Italy, during my
sojournment there between the years 1792 and
1797 : and as to what I had observed in the
two subsequent vears at the German Univer-
sities at Berlin and at Vienna, as well as in
Edinburgh and in London; and likewise con-
cerning such practical experience as I had had
in my visits to Egypt, in 1800 and 1804; in my
subsequent services in the Mediterrancan, and
during the peninsular and continental wars;

and he never was more particular than in his




enguiries respecting yourself, as to what you
taught and what you practised. He successivel y
informed me of his controversy with you, and
the more particular nature of your litigation
Sincerely sorry 1o hear of such disputes, I felt
cautious of mixing in them, and anxious to see
them cenluded. However, Sir, in my expla-
nations [ repeatedly stated that I had been with
vou hetween the years 1792 and 1797 ; and
that I had not seen you since ; nor had I been
able to |\cl'p pace wilh you in all that you had
since done, in consequence of the situations I
had filled, and of the variely of active service
in which I had been successively engaged, and
likewise in consequence of some privale con-
cerns, with which my aitenti had been, al
times, entirely engrossed. The annexed letter
may, howev help 1o shew what the nature
of my commi ications has becn: fhat part of
it only, which is here printed in italics, was in-
serled by Sir William Adams in his book,
Practical |':!||E1|i|"r, &e. page 97.—Hine ille

oy,

JAM ADAMS.)
Barracks, Hyde Park,
wary d, 1817,

to inform you, in re‘[nl}- io
|'J-'L-Ii||:_-; |-|.-ﬁ . Searpa,
that, during my mru_:uur:mn-nl in !I.:.,I_- hetween
the year 1792 and 1797, he had no sooner pre-
sented 1o the world his splendid work on the
Nerves of the Heart, than he torned his atten-

tion to the P, logy and Sur ol the H_\'e‘_

He in his public lectures, that ke felt it

particularly incumbent upon him, as a duty
he owed to society, to bestow much fime and

1ght upoen those subjects, under an impres-
sion that he conld not be more uwsefully em-
'||'.n_rr.| than n endeavouring to discover, and
to make known the best modes of affording
relief to his fellow creatures, in several of their
most severe afllictions.  In these pursuits he
displayed the same comprehensive powers, judg-
ment, and accuracy, that distinguished his

undertaki
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His lectures were delivered in the most ele-
gant language, Ciceronian Latin, without any

note or memorandum ; his operations were

performed with a neatness and precision quite

peculiar to himself; which I never since have
seen rivalled in any other couniry, excepting,
perhaps, occasionally in our own. *° He was
a warm advocate for the depression of the
cataract, in opposition to Richier, whose doc-
trines had then spread through Germany, and
who was at that period the great pairon of ex-
traction.

Scarpa merely depressed or couched ; I never
saw hime divide the calaract, as you do, to hasten
its absorption ; although he was generally sue-
cessful, I recollect that after three of his opera-
tions, the cataract veturned to its place ; from
whenee it was afterwards dislodged by a second
introduction of the needle. To prevent such
occurrence, ke strongly inculeated to his pupils
the necessity after depressing and forming a bed
for the cataract in the botton of the eye, of pro-

pelling, as it were, the vitreous humour with the

]

Jlat surface of his instrument into the space the
calaract had occupied prior o depression; he
Jrequently detached and introduced info the an-
terior chamber of the eye opake pieces of the
capsule ; stating that such picces so introduced
would speedily disappear (dissolve was his ex-
pression) in the agueous humouwr ; but I never
saw him divide or break the cataract itself, nor
did he, during the period before-mentioned, ( be-
tween the year 1792 and 1797,) ever suggest
the expedience of passing the lens so divided into
the anterior chamber, according to your modes
of operating.”
[ remain, dear Sir,
With great truth and regard,
Your obedient humble Servant,
M. L. ESTE.

With respect, Sir, to the latier part of your
staiement, affecting my own veracity and credit,
as reputation ought to be the portion of every
one who lives and would live with the elegant
part of society, I cannot allow it to pass un-

noticed,
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In reply, therefore, to your paragraph, * this
 young man, who soon after commencil
* first anatomical and surgical studies in this
“ university, left it,” &e. I shall respectfully
1Il‘g' leave to recal the !'H'i|u'-|'s'||_:_'; circumstances

to your recollection :

That I had been a pupil of Dr. Baillie’s anc
Mr. Cruikshank’s in 1792, before my sojourn-
ment at Pavia ; that I was indebied to the first
of these gentlemen, and to Sir James Edward

mith, for letters of introduction to vou ; thal
T resided in Italy, and
between the years 1792 and 1797 ; that I did
s0 may be proved by my matriculation, which
I8 now upon my table, and no doubt also o
the records of your university, as it was made

out in due form, and signed in the first instance

by Joseph Andrens Ragoi, the reclor of your

by Muscheroni, the rector
for 1794; and, subsequently, by the Marquis

Beleredi, the rector for 1795,

The next evidence I shall take the liberly of

a
IlJ

bringing forward is your own certificate, given

to me af Pavia, on the 28th of April, 1796';

when I quitted vou, secanse General Berthier’s

Erench army was then advancing

n your city, CCise 1 were pre-

paring to shut up your university.

i Die, 28va Aprilis, 1796,

estor - ega infrascriptus  dominum
JMich m L. d"Esie, Anglom, per tres suc-
cessivos annos pralectionibus meis anatomicis
et chirurgicis, assudue, dili spoue interfuisse
multagque toto hoc tempore in 1 ex dexteri-
talis specimin , cum in anatomicis ad-
ministrationibus, tum in chirurgicis operationi-

instituendis.
ANTONIUS SCARPA,
Reg. Anatomes et Clinic. Chirurg.

Professor.

I shall further state that I have in my pos-
sgssion, likewise at this moment upon

my table, similar certificates from Johanues
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Petrus Fromk, from Spallanzani. Volta, and
from Preseiani; also several letlers from you
to my friends in Eug]an[i, I conld further
bring forward, if it were necessary, many living
witnesses, some |14‘.r5ta11;1]l}- known to _\mlnr_'lf,
to confirm all this wrilten evidence. But, Sir,
I do not wish to extend this letter 1o too great
a length, either by such additions, or by enu-
|n|:rutl||g the various academical distinctions
and situations to which, with the assistance of
theze and other testimonials, I have since suc-
ceeded ; they can be of litile consequence to
any one, nor indeed at present even to myself;
for though warmly attached to my profession,
and ambitious of supporting it on every laud-
able occasion, I have long outlived its vanities ;
on which I never at any period set much value,
but have always been actuaied by, and often
censured for, principles of mdependence, such
as I probably imbibed from yourself: for at an
early age, though imperceptibly, we are very
strongly influenced by example; and in my
intercourse with scientific men, I never have

knﬂ“‘l’l [ll'l}' one t‘.[l[ll,]\'\'cd “ii}l more rL'Ll.! ITIl'I'it_..
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at the same time possessing less of the ostenta-

tion and pl.'d;ll!fr_\' of science, than }'llursclf_

In addition to what I have advanced, I shall
therefore n'u:-:'u‘]_\.' trouble you with one other
circumstance, the more |‘LI||:\' to remind Fou of
the justness of my assertions: viz. the intima-
tion I received from the Senatus Academicus
of your university in April 1796, (which was
conveyed to me by yourself) respecting my.de-
gree, when you told me they were so satisfied
with my conduet, they invited me to take it—

and your advice to me was to do so.

Thus, Sir, have my humble but zealous en-
deayours been employed in advocating your
cause, and in substantialing my own state-

ments. Nothing now remains but that I should

request you will accept the assurances of my

most sincere regard.
I have the honor to subscribe myself,
ir,

Y our grairﬁj] pupil,
M. L. ESTE.




j‘. :‘ [:—!ILIH"(! :Iii\.l.' '.i.\. E you :.fl :]Il@ vear

1801; as I passed through Italy, in my way from

aypl 3 but I was detained longer il I ex-
pected in Greece, at Naples, al Rome,
I was bound to remain some time at

and to be in England by a stated peciod. - And
in the year 1804, when in Lialv, neither the
]1;1rh'|.:|:|:r ,-'-'|'\il;|.' I Wils ENg d 1m, nor [hc;
circumstances of the war, would have permit-
ted such a deviation from myv course as a visit
to Pavia ; however, if either public or p
business should again lead me io that couniry,
I shall have much happiness in paying my re-

spect to you.

London, May 10, 1819,
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HINTS, §e.

Understand At it is in contemplation to

and to impro : s of me=

| instructi years

s I trust that i | not be

deemed presumptucus in one, who feels grat for the
ion he has rec to avail himself

opportunity which now presents itself;, of submit-

your conside ¢ observations wit regard
to Medical Ed i

Literary and Scientific Qualifications which ought to be
required of those on whom the honors of the Degree of

Daoctor in Me e are conferred.

A century has nearly elapsed since a regular School
of Medicing was first openéd in the University of
Edinburgh, and the numerons benefits which have re-
sulted from this establishment have been long felt and
recognized in every part of the civilized world. The
Teachers who, during this period, have filled the medi-

cal chairs, have, by their talents and labours, and by the
Jjudicious improvements in the system of medical instrie-
tion which they have succes: ely adopted, raised the

fame of this School to the height which it at present
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h ldds, and which it must be the wish of every one cons
nected with the University of Edinburgh to endeavour

to suppaort and to perpetuate, Tt terntions in the sys

tem of M Education, reported to be at present un=

der the consid m of the & us Academicus, and
the changes proposed to be made in the regulations con-
verning Grad

Profes wl by the P

sire which the present members of the Medi

have to emulate their p:-:<‘|d‘n rs, nmidd to maintain the
veputation of their school, by adding to the val
Degrees to be in future conferred by the U

allowed by every one who is in any
that to study it as a

Beience, and to practise it with advantage
much learning, knowledge and experience are r
and, therefore, that it must be a matter of the hig
portarce to Society, that young men, who are
themselves to
structed in all those preliminary
which are ¢ to the stud
culnted to fucilitate their progress in it.  Indeed, the
alightest view of Medical Science is sufficient to shew,
that no ene can enter, with any prospect of advantage,
upon its study, who has not previously acquired some
knbwledge of the Latin and Greek languagas, and of
the Mathematical and Philosophical Sciences.

say nothing of the advantages which young mef
derive from the diseipline of a Classical education, at a
peviod of life in which the powers of the mind ru:luin: 0

5

be developed, g d and exercised, and in which habits
of ¢ wtion and application are most easily formed, how,
it may b skedy is it passilile for o studeént, ignorant of
Latin and Greek, to profit by the perusal of a medical

| lecture ¥ The terms of

book, or to understand & me

the medical art have been almost all borrowed. from

these languages; and it seems impossible to understand
meaning, without possessing some  knc

sources from which they have been derived.

We cannot enter far into the consideration of the
phenemena of the different Functions of the Animal
Economy, the branch of me knowledge which has
been termed Physiology, without perceiving, that to
understand, or to’ explain these Functions properly,
besides & knowledge of Anatomy and Chemistry, there is
required also an acquaintance with Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy for the differc motions of the
solid parts of the human body can no more be understood
properly, without a knowledge of Mechanics, than the
composition of these sc can be nnde wd withent

the knowledge of Chemistry.

“ When we inguireinto this subjeet,” as has been justly
vemarked by Dr John Gregory, © we find the human
body o machine, “constructed upon the most exact
mechanical principles.  In order, then, to understand
its movements, we must be well acquainted with the
principles of Mechanics. Censidering the human body in
another view, we find flwids of different kinds cireulating
through tubes of different diameters ; and, therefore, fin

that the laws of their motions cannot be understoed




without a previous kl!l)n‘h-gll_fg; of the principles of Iyd-
raulics, In the same way, the Apprears to b o most ad-
mirable optic machine ; and the phenomet of vision are
found te be inexplicable; without a knowledgeof the prin-
ciples of Optics, As the human body is surrennded with 4
heavy, elastic fluid, the Atmosphere, subject to various
changes in respe vity, hest, moisture and other
qualities, which g i nee the human constitution,
it is praperto beacquainted with thenatore and properties
of this Fluid, which requires o knowled
of Puenneatics andd Meteorology. 1t wi
adds this « legant writer, * were it required, mAny maore
examples to show how absolutely nee o knowle
of the ¥ iral Philost is to the
nimal egonom in its
sound rhi If these op 15 of De
Gregory ar i it seems difficult to
eonceive \\h_l the study of I al l‘hihuupi:.\ should
not be considered as equally indispensable to o Med
Educution with that of Chemistry,

But besides the possession of a certain dey
knowlec of the Anatomieal structure and Chen
composition of the human body,—of the nses of its dif-
ferent parts, and of the varions organic functions which
these parts perform—there is required also, on the part
of the student and practitioner of medicine, an acquain-

tance with the Sensorial, Intellectual and Moral faculties
with which man is endowed, —with the reciprocal influs

ences of his corporeal and mental faculties upon one

* On the Daties and Qualifieations of 3 Phydclan, p. 84. Edinh. 1788,

[
i

another,—and with the changes

to which, in the progross
of health and dis

fucultics are subject.  But
how, it may be asked, is this knowledge to

unless by the study of Logi of Moral Phi

the consider:
effects which the study of thes
calculated to produce upon the intellectnal pow
moral ch ter of those who en
of the Se y and of ev
influence ¢ creepiive, inte
COMES to him whose
duty it often is to " the derange-
ments which so emtly take place in this IUI'
the stitution, from external iry, from
the states of f; anl g a5,
to describe their v les;—and to conduct theiv
ment.

r be permitted so to speak, an
Anatomy, & Physiology, and I of the mental

me, for

as well as of ghe corporeal part of our fra

nch of seience usy ated Metaphysi
v of which seems to be i
a due knowle

immportant branch of studied
by medical men in connection with the ohservation

: and
Imvestigatios the

i vl vital enuses
which influence the intellectual part of the homan con-

stitution.

It may be hoped, that “the time is com
Medicine on a level with the other
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determining with precision their mutual felations.
tuated between physics and moral philosephy, it is of
peculiar importanes to discover, and to point out, with
clearness and exactuess, the true relations which it
bears to each of these sciences. It must borrow the
strict and precise language of the former, and the li-
1d, as it were, familiar tone of th

must take advantage of all that the intellectual philoso-
phy has mast rigorously established in its theories, and
of all the delicate illpstrations which jts duily applica-
tion to the sensitive fra sugrmests, ort, after
having, by the sur methods of observation, experi-
ment and reascning, reduced its principles to a reguls
system; it will be necessary, that the improvements in

its plan of instruction should form, for. practice, minds

at once pnlf.ﬂllllll, rum]||-\-!n.-n>|'\'r, firm and pliant, who

join to the light of o superior, understand that
knowledge of life and manners, and that facil of

action, without which all thie gifis of nature and of
art are almost 1.\,|_||.-||.\- useless.  Happy combination,
perhaps even indispensable, for preve the prac-
tiee of a science, of which the objects are so various
and so delicate, from becoming a mere scourge of hu-

manity®."

If the slight sketch which has been given of the na-
tyre of the preliminary branches of edueatiof, requisite
for entering with advantage npon the sltld;‘ of Medicine,

be just, it must be obyvious that those who are destined

# Cabanls’ Revolations of Medical Seiense, translated by Dr
Heidueser, . 4, 6.

9

for the exercise of the medical profession, by whutever
srwards to be denominated, whether
that of Physician, Surgeon or Apotheca vy should all re-
ceive the same kind of elementary and preparatory edu-
t is this onl - ble them to ac-
branches of
poe, thit can ensure al ¢ Lopera-
1e practice of 3 i hem to dis-
e duties of any
: to which they may
afterwards be induced to devote their attent The
enforcement, therefi y and by the
5 of Physicians and 8 ons, on those to whom
lical and s egrees and diplomas,
i i those branches of scicnce
which are universally acknowledged to be neccssary to
the study of M e, is the indi |-:||>||:4|||L:-uj';|-||
bodies, and appears to me to be the greatest reform
which the present state of medical education admits of ; to
be the only :r barrier that can ever be raised by the
Medical Profession, or which ought to be recognise
the Public, as forming & boun
and the irr
dicine practised as a learned and liberal profession, or
followed as an ignoble, degraded and degrading art.
The members of the Med Profession, in order to be
respectable, must evinee, by their literary and scientific
acquirements, that the uleed worthy of the patron-
age of the Public, and of the privileges to which medical
degrees and surgical diplomas are intended to give them
a title,
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ril to the Professional B m of Medical

Yractitioners, it is unnecess 1 conceive, o

uch Soc

ovince of a distinet
ioner.  But thm is is o disti
1 recognised in the practice
wasion, it must be confessed that the lim
rery are Not very precisely
respective functions of the
n and Surgeon, long as those names have ex-

ceurately defined.  The most

with the sympton

varions morbid affections to

must be sufficient. to

convinee every that there is but
a slight foundation, il indeed there be for this dis-
1, in the nature of the diseases which these proc-

juired to treat, or in the modes of treat-

ment by which the diseases themselves may be eured or
relieved.  Experience has long shewn, not only that

the use of internal remedies is reguired in a large pro-

tiom, by Dr Thomsos.

every s
vin, not e
but & minute

e i
1008 wihen

wd even in those
tion has prevailed in the 1
portion ¢
the ntages supposed to be d
sion of the healir # The rick
cases af du
tendance of
j meli

classes and the poor, who form the gre

¢ community, niust either be contented to live and to
dlie wit
}ill:\.‘.\i‘
themselves to some of the asylums or hospitals that are
maintained at the public expence. A physician in a

lnrge CILy ought o be regarded as o practboner, o
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whom recourse is to be had in cases of difficulty and

-5 but the proper education of this class of prac-

i, and the necessity which exists for their having
enjoyed opportunities of extensive practice, ns well as
having gone through a course of academical study, in
order to qgu them properly . consul-
tation, are points which do not seem t = heen hi-
therto fully investigated the medical pr

stood by the publ

2, Sl
ly inadmiss
toins, convenlendcds, o wl mece
do not admit of any distine O e
tione which are not imn ey derived |

riority ¥ ional skill. But how ex-

tensive the practical information is which is require

r for the

tha 5 wm, will be obvious, when we
flect that he must under the cure of all the lents
and disesses to which men, women and children are

bile, in the district in which he is o practise. It is
this cirenmstance which renders it so desirable for the
Public that every young medieal practitioner should
be well instruct 1 the branches of practical Medi-
cine o 3 before he lea College, and, in
the commencement of his practice, placed a time
under the superintendance and direction of men older
and more experienced than himself. Without the
advantages to be derived from this mode of medical

instraction, the young practitioner, when he first en-

13

ters upon the stice of profession, can supply the
want of personal experience, only by the lessons whiche
he ohtains from the crrors and mistakes he commits, at

the hazard or even to the detriment of his patients.”

n arrang m | practitioners according

to seniority, or i axperience, | long bee ad-

tice of the Army and

s a general acquaintanee with all

the branches of practical medicine is very properly re-

quired of these who are educated for these two depart-

ments of the public service. In these departments, the

distin be n Physician and Surgeon, though oc-

casionally recog . in name, and in particular duty, has
never been rigidly carried into effect; for in the Ar

and Navy of this, as well as of every other country with

which [ sam ted, the Surgeons together w ith

their Assi ts or Mates, have been the Physic
ordinary, aswell as the Apothecaries, of the men whose

health and lives are intrusted to their care.”

& Since, ther the ordinary and general prac-
tice of Medicing, Physic never has been, and never can
be, separated from St ¥, it seems but rensonable that
those whe, from the pature of their profession, and
from the circumstanees of the situations in which they
may be placed, must practise Physic and Surgery to=
gether, shoul en equally the rudiments of both arts.
‘These arts have same origin, and they have the
same end: The human body is the spher th
ertions : and whatever can affect it, in matter, vitality or

mind, ds the objeet of their researches.”
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It is to be presumed, besides providing for the

better preliminary education of Students of Medicine
attending the University of Edinb 1, the new Crurrici-
B will eontain such alterations in the course of the me
dical studies to be followed, and recommend the insti-

tution of such additional Pl'oll'i’('\r'«i[‘:zl.‘ as the present

extended state of Medical Science may require, It is of

great importance to the Public that you should in
whether a division of duties among t
Medieal Faculty, made a eentury ay

the wants and to the condition of the times in which we
live; or calenlated to comprehend, and to exhibit 1o
Brndents, a view, suffici ently complete, ofall the diseove-
ries and improvements which have been made in the
Theory or in the Practice of Physie, and in those colla-
teral branches of Science, upon the progress of which

the advancement of Medicine mainly depends ?

The chief of these collaters

| uteral branches are, unde 2
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, N i s
3 ra rsophy, Chemistry, Natural History, and
Botany; and it is deserving of vour consideration, whe-
ther in future these branches should f rate Fa-
culty of Natural knowledge, or be conjoined with that of
Medicine ? “That the student of Medicine must derive as
much benefit from the study of Natural Philosophy and of
Natural '[]:i:-lm-l\-. as he possibly cani'tlo from that of Che
mistry and of Botany, is a point which will T belicve he
contested by no one who iz in any depree acquainted with
the relutions which these differént sciences bear 1o Me-
dicine.®

® See Bocrhaave's " Methodus S1udii Med

It may be deserving of your consideration, whether
iy mot be the proper time to introduce some

s into the constitution of the Faculty, strictly

her, for example, the duties at p nt

ormed by the Professor of the Theory of Medicine,
should not be assigned. to ‘two distinct Professors at
st—Physiology to one, and Fathology to another?

e discoveries which have been made, and h are
r making, in each of these branches of medicine, are

ul importance, a8 to render it quite

5 it is cone , for any Professor, whatever

vis talents and as ¢ bey to give a sufficient ac-
count of either of them, in a period shorter than that
tied to the courses of medical lectures in the

University of Edinborglh.

It may be 1.\'|||'L||_\- af your con ideration, also, wheth
Surgery, a br neh of so great extent and importance,
should not be taught by a distinet Professor, a 1 that
Profe . & s eon P—whether lect o

of less impe we to the great

&
ority of those who receive medical degrees in the

University of Edinburgh, than lectures upon Clinical
Medicin i 1 whether the course of Medical Ju

prudence should not be added—as that of Midwifery
las lately very properly been, to those Clas n atter-

dance upon which is necessary for graduation ?

In judging of the preparatory and professional branch-
£5 of knowledge which students should possess on whom
medical degrees are conferred by your University, it

may be proper for you to inguire into the regulations
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relative to Graduation, which have been adopted in
other Schools of Medicine, particularly in those in
which it has been lately attempted to adapt the Course
of medical study to the present state of the Medic
Sciences, I shall content myself simply with pointing
out the Medical Schools of Austria and France to vour
notice. 3

In order to be admitted a Student of Medicine in an
Austrian [.‘-ILI\.'I'L’.\i[_\', it is necessary that the candidnte
should produce certificates of his having studied for
three years, in a Lyccum, the Latin and Greek lan-
guages, History, Mathematics, and Natural
Philosophy®. The Course of Medieal Study ext
five years, and comprehends leetures on the following

Subjects :—

1st year.—Introduction to Medico-Chirurgical Study,
and Natural Hist Anatomy; and Botany.
2d year.—FPhy i and General Chemistry,

8d year, — General l’:tl|lll|u_<.r)' and Therapeutics ;
Midwifery; Materia Medica et Chirurg Gieneral
and Special Pathology of external Diseases ; Ophthal-

mology; and Demonstration of Burgical Instruments
and Bandages.

Ath year.—Special Therapeuties of Internal Diseases ;
Clinical Lectures on Internal Dis 53 and Veterinary
Medicine.

5tk year.—Special Therapeutics of Internal Diseases ;
Clinical Lectures on Internal Diseases ; Medieal Juris-
prudence; and Medical Police,

® Quarterly Journal of Foreign Medicioe and Surgery, vol. i, p. 36.
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In France, in conformity with the régulations lately
established for the Schools of Medicine in that couns
try®, no one cam enter as a stadent in these schools
without pm[iucing certificates of his being Bachelor of
Letters and of the Sciences, to obtain which it is nes
cessary for him to have studied; in the establishad enl-
leges, Arithmetic and Geometry; Natural Philosophy;
Chemistry and Natural History, Rhetoric and Philo:
sophy.

The course of Medical Study is of four years dura-
tion, and comprehends the following branches, eacli of
which is taught by a separate Professor.

1st year.—Anatomy ; Physiclogy ;: Chemistry; Medis
cal Natural Philosophy ; Botany ; and Hygiene.

2d —Anatomy ; Physiology ; External Patholo<
gy; Hygiene; Operative Medicine; and Pharmacy.

3d year.—Operative Medicine; ernal Pathology ;
Internal Pathology; Clinical Medicitie; Clinical Sur-
gery; Therapeu and Materia Medica.

4th .—Clinical Medieine; Clinical Surgery; In-
ternal Pathology; Legal Medicine; Therapeutics ; and
Midwifery.

Whether any of the reforms which have been made
im the preparatory or in' the professionsl education of
the Graduates in Austria and France shall appear to

* See the ™ Code des Médecing, Chirargiens et Pharmaciens, &e.
par 4, . Beullae,  Paris, 1883
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you as proper to be introduced into the new Medical
Cyrriculum for the University of Edinburgh, is a mat=
ter which must be left entirely to your: consideration.
But of one thing: you may be assuréd, that, in the
present  increasi * improvement in literary,
seientific and professional eduestion which every where
prevails, and which at this moment pervades even the
working classes of society in' Scotland-—if it appear
to the Public that you have declined to introduce the
necessary reforms into the Medical Education of your
University, these reforms will be attempted by private
individuals, eountenanced, it is to be hoped, by the
Colleges of Physic and Surgery in this place, whose
bounden duty it is to provide for the proper education
of those who are bred to the medical profession ;

to encourage, by all the means it the

attempt which is made to extend and to in

edueation,

In this country, yon have leng had before y
example, in another learnced profession; of the advan-
tagres to be derived, from a pre atory edy iom, in
the qualifications which are required of those who are
permitted to enter upon the study of Divinity in the
different Umiversities of | A mot but be
considered as in the gree creditable to the
Clerg though those who devote
themselves to this ion, neither are from a more
i ||L||;\' class of society, mor have the prospect of great-
et emoluments than the members of the other two

learned professions, their preparatory education con-

sists of fonr years regular attendance on a University,
and comprehends almost all those branches of know-
essity of which, in a regular medical
i the object of thiz letter to point out

a similar course of prej

suldd not hitherto have been requ

those who enter upon the study Law or Physic,

ortuine to these pl'ul'uwinllu, and the want
ree, perhaps, of whatever has been

l, sordid, ignorant or mischievous in the prae-

The Sehools of Medicine, and the Colleges of Physie
ancd Surg ch at present exist in Great Britain and
Ir iibit many curions anomalies and contradics

ites and Practices,  Indeed, the ex-
it constitutions of these Corporate
t tashew that they have not been formed
s or enlarged views of public
e of some sort or o=

their establishmel
ws and Statutes have often, it is tr @ rela-
ice of the art or trade of Physie, but very
':s'.'l\r|_|.'. o the '|||'|I|m:-|'|cm of the Science of
or to the literary, scientific and philesophical
ion of those who are to practise it as on art. Some
ities claim the right of conferring the high-

in medicine, without affording, by

weir institutions, the means of instroction, either

in the Theory or in the Practice of Medicine; amd our

Medical Schools, without, I believe; a single exception,
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admil to their lectures all who present themselves, with-
out requiring of them any proofs of their having received
a'previoiis literary or scientific education, The Medical
Faculty in the University of Edinburgh has hitherto pre-
senited a most singular anomaly; for though appe

be a branch of a literary, scientific and philosophical Uni-
versity, yet it has never required from those on whom it
hus conferred the degree of Doctor of Medicine, s 1§ Cer=
tificates of qualification, besides attendance upon medical
classes in some University; and though itself strictly a
Medical School, it has not hitherto admitted the effic BCy
of any medical instruction which has not been received
within the walls of o University, Whe' eould believe,
that the léctures which are given in the different Medi-
eal Schools of Londony, for example, have hitherto been
of to dvail in qualifying & student to receive the honour
of & medical degree from the University of Edinburgh
while Courses of lectures on any bragch of Medicine,
delivered i the Universities of Aberdeen, or St. An-
drews, or in any other University at home or abroad,
have been held, by the statutes of the Medical Faculty
of Edinburgh, to'be, in the ceremony of graduntic
equivalent in valwe to their own,  Indeed, the members
of the Medical 1-';|.ru|:}' seem hitherto to have fo got=

ten' that it is the possession of a sufficient stock of pre-
paratory and of professional knowledge on the part of
those who receive Degrees and Diplomas in which the
Public is interested, and of very litile consequence to it
in whut Schools this knowledge lias been obtained.

In concluding this letter, the' writer has aiily td add,
that the opinions which it contains, though hurriedly

“

h observation and

l men,—on the da-

ties which they have to perfi to the Public,—and on
the nature and grounds of

to exist among them. n one, who,

sensible of the defe ion, is very de-

embers of

15 of Surg
reon's and Physician®s ¢l inaj
geon-apothecary, or Family |

o of Medicing ;—and who, by the favour of

his medical Brethren, and by the patronage of the Public,

is ot length a Consulting Physician. They come from
one who, were he a member of the Senatus Academicus,
should, on an occasion such as the present, feel it to be
his duty 1o express these opinions ly in his place, as

conceives it to be a duty which he owes to the Pub-

lic to express them in this m r to You.

With every good wish for the sing reputation
and prosperity of the University of Edinburgh, and for
the continuance of the usefulniess of its Medical School,

he has the honor to subseribe himself,
GENTLEMER,
Your most obedient humble Servant.

A Grapvate o Kixe's COLLEGE, ABERD
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REMARKS, &c.

KveRy one conversant with the actual state of
Medical Practiee knows the i::\possi'l)iliig of sepa
rating the practice of a Physician from that of a
Surgeon, W ith any great degree of exactness; so that
no one ean reasonably entertain hopes of becoming a
successful practitioner, who confines his studies ex-
clusively to one department of the profession. A
Physician, therefore, requires to possess a competent
l\'mn\']ndg{c of .‘51!2’-@’(}1‘}' to enable him to treat a nu-
merons class of cases in & judicious manner. If he
is deficient in this branch of knowledge, he will be
often. embarrassed with cases which should not have
gecasioned him any particular diffieulty to under-
stand; and MAY, when too late, have reason to regret
his improvidence, in not having laid a more exten-
sive foundation of knowledge during the progress
of his education. I have witnessed several instances
of this kind of embarrassment in the course of my
own experier and I have heard of and have read
of many more. I have, therefore, no hesitation in
pronouncing a competent know {.‘ﬂ{:t' of Surgery to
be an indispensible requisite in forming the cha-
racter of an accomplished Phys . In this opi-
nion I am supported by the concurr testimony
of every Physician of experience, and judgment
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with whom I have conversed upon the subject.®
There izone fact, indeed, which alone is, in myo‘p'iniml-;
so conclusive, as completely to decide the qucsl'mu:
I refer to an existing regulation of the Army Me-
dical Board, which interdicts any person from being
promoted to the situation of Physician to the Forees
unless he had for some years served in the capacity
of a Regimental Surgeon. 'This regulation was en-
ac.tf:d. in comsequence of the extreme inconvenience
which ]'I..:u.l been experienced from appointing Gen-
tlemen ignorant of Surgery to be 1']1:,'s'|1:j.nnsato the
Forces. -
Supported by such authority, T am well war-
ranted to recommend the study of Surgery to the
ntt_entinn of all those who aspire to beeome distin-
guished members of the Medical Profession. Upon
this point, as 1 have considered it often and tho-
roughly, I deliver my opinion with confidence. 1
farther know the advantage which results to a Sti-
dent from commencing the study of Surgery at an
early period of his education, from the circumstance
of the symptoms of Surgical cases being obvious to the
semses, simple, and easily understood. Upon these ac-
counts, they can be followed thromgh their whale pro-
gress with certainty and case. The idea which the
Student forms of their character is distinet and fm—_.
cible, and consequently long and elearly remembered
He, therefore, has a certain prospect of making 1-;111';.1.
and sure progress in his studies, when he Ichins his
Medical education with the study of Surgery.
: A Student, by thus studying the 311pc:1!-"ancc of
disease in local external affections, is aequiring an
accurate knowledge of the fundamental principles of

* See Appendix,
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diseased action, which may be casily transferred to
explain the nature of similar morbid affections of
the internal parts. Many internal and external dis-
cases are perfectly alike in character. Inflammation,
abscesses, swelled glands, and various other cases
of daily oceurrence in practice, afford instances of
this identity. The benefit, therefore, which a young
san derives from following this progress in the study
of diseases, is incaleulably great.

The superiority of Clinical Lectures, as an advan-
tageous method of conveying practical instraction, is
most conspicuous in Surgery, on account of the ob-
vious nature of the symptoms. A Student, who is
diligent in his attendance upon a ward of Burgical
patients, vigilant in watehing the progress of the
cases, attentive to the Lectures of the Professor,
and careful to compare what he hears with what he
ohserves, is certain to derive much real practical im-
provement from employing his time in this manner.
This profitable employment of time is, besides, at-
tended with the farther advantage of affording the
uearest approximation to actual practice which a
Student can enjoy: For having the nature of the
case and principles of the practice explained to him,
the different reports and prescriptions communicated
to him, and their effect upon the patient open to
his observation, he has strong inducements to exert
his own faculties in judging of the result. And as
all his improvement is connected with his own per-
sonal exertions, with his activity, industry, and ac-
curacy of observation, he is daily acquiring habits of
¢ in preparing him to enter upen prac-

infinite valu
for nothing is more 1m-

tice with great advantage:
portant. in the education of a young man, who is
destined for a practical profession, than, early in life,
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when his mind is flexible, to initiate him in those
habits of observation, activity, and exertion, which
are indispensible to his success, and which are so
difficult to acquire at a more advanced age. Prac-
tical habits, too, together with immediate personal
intercourse with the sick, prove the best corrective
to that unfortunate tendeney to speculation, in which
young men are too apt to iudu]gu who olitain all
their knowledge of Medicine within the walls of o
University. An early introduetion to Clinical Sur.
ge s, therefore, a most desirable arrangement in
regulating the course of a young man’s studies: for
every one at all acquainted with the subject, will
admit, that a ward containing Surgical ]t::l':nlmt.s may,
with less previous knowledge, be attended advanta-
geously, than when the patients are labouring under
diseases of a more obseure and complicated nature.
Strongly impressed with the importance of pro-
moting this mode of studying Surgery, I began to
deliver a course of Clinical Lectures, 1.'11:-.-11 the Jjiracs
tice of Burgery, at the Royal Infirmary, in the month
of November 1786, and T have ever }ti'n('{'r NOW near-
ly forty years, continued to deliver one or two courses
annually.  The success of the experiment, and the
growing estimation of the eourse, mark sufficiently
t!lv public opinion of the undertaking. The Royal
(.u]!_uge of Surgeons took the class under their p-m.
tection, after I had lectured for fifteen vears. About
the same time the Senatus Academicus recommended
the class to the favour of his Majesty. After the
lapse of nearly fifteen years more, the Managers of
the Royal Infirmary, with the additional experience
of fifteen years to assist their judgment, made Clini.
cal Leetures on Surgery an essential part of the sur-
gical department And the Students mark their

"
i

approbation of those measures by honouring me with
a very respectable attendance. During a twelve-
month from this date, including both winter and
summer sessions, between 170 and 180 Students
have attended Clinical Surgery. The class, there-
fore, is mow in a very flourishing condition. And
as its prosperity depends upon the intrinsic merit of
the establishment, there is every encouragement to
expeet that it will continue to prosper so long as the
University shall flourish, and Edinburgh be a dis-
tinguished School of Medicine.

“ Tn a printed paper, entitled, Argument, &c.
the original form under which the above remarks
were distributed among the Members of the Se-
natus Academicus, a passage was introduced at
this place, which gave neral account of the
discussions in the Senatus respecting the class of
linical Surgery; including an aceount of the ob-
jections urged against admitting the class into
the new Medical Curriculum, together with my
answers to the said objections. Al this pass
is now suppressed, out of delicacy to my colleag
many of whom dislike to have the private discus-
sions of the Senatus made known beyond the walls
of the University. This omission, however, will
not, I trust, prove of any d ice to the canse
of Clinical Surgery, since the objections, in my
r.i:i::icm, do not rest upon a firm foundation; while
the full expesition which I have given of the advan-
tages attached to Clinical instruction in Surgery,
eonfirmed by the testimony of several most re-
spectable and eminent practitioners, whose letters
* appear in the Appendix, will convince every per-
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“ som of an enlightened understanding, who thinks
deliberately on the subjeet, of the justice and ex-
pediency of giving substantial support and encou-
ru‘r;q::ncnt to the class of Clinical Surgr;:}',

“ 1 canmot here, in justice to the Royal College
of Surgeons, pass over in silence the very noble
and dignified conduct of that respectable public
body, at the time the proposal to establish a Pro-
fessorship of Clinical Surgery was first suggested.
The College was then agitated by two contending
parties, nearly equal in numbers, who opposed
each other with much keenness. Yet, notwith-
¢ standing the keenness of the opposition, and the
deep interest which the individual Members took

“ in the party questions, they at once suspended all
their differences the moment a proposal was made
to establish a Chair in the University for Clini-
cal Surgery, unanimously eoncurrifig to promote
the establishment by every means in their power,
and ng together with perfect cordiality and
kindness during the continuance of the transaec-

* tion; thus affording a memorable and rare ex-
ample of a set of men deeply involved in faction,
yet, greatly to their honour, and superior to every
party prejudice, saerificing all their private fecl-
ings to the public good.”

1 have now brought the whole business relating
to the class of Clinical Surgery under the review of
the Senatus Academitus, with a fullness of detail,
which will enable every one to form a decided opi-
nion upon the merits of the question. I have stated
the utility of the knowledge of Surgery to the prac-
tical Physician, and pointed out the advantages

8

which Clinical Lectures possess in cov f
instruction in the practice of Surgery. I have like-
wise brought forward all the arguments urged

the Pmpgscd arrangement, accompanied, T trust,
with a satisfactory answer to every one of them. If
[ have the good fortune to succeed in the at-
tempt, I shall feel much gratified in having been
the instrument of conferring a benefit upon the
profession of medicine. If, en the contrary, I
shall be disappointed of my cbject, I shall stil
have the consolation to reflect, with much satisfac-
tion, on having done my duty to the Chair which
I have the homour to hold in the University,
to the profession of medicine, and to the public at
large. The result of this business is a matter of
indifference to me as an individual; since, at my
advanced time of life, a few years will soon put an
end to my labours as a public teacher. T already
divide the duties of my office with another practi-
tioner, who shares in the emoluments. The effect of
an arrangement, the operation of which does not com-
mence for several years, cannot affect one who is
gradually retiring from the scenes of active life.
Neither my reputation, nor my fortune, nor my
rank in society, can be influeneed by the vote
which the Senatus Academicus gives on this occa-
sion. There are no motives of self-interest prompt-
ing me to exert my endeavours to l;u‘omnu: the
proposed arrangement; and I most sincerely hope,
that every one who is to vote on this occasion, will
divest himself from all feelings of prejudice and
prepossession as completely as I am at this moment.
My sole wish is, that the measure most advanta-
gc‘-.tus to the public may ultimately be adopted.
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A vraoven T do not entertain doubt concerning the
ndness of the arpument relative to the arrangem b
v, I did not choose tot

matter of so

their opini ibject. - They readily
the request ; ¢ y flatter myself, that wl
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Permit me to add, tha
Infirmary of this p
it early essays ws a I
Inity and attention with which, to the ad
ent

n with you
prtunity of w

hearers, and to th ¥
conducted many suc courses of C




2

LETTER~Dr. Joux Bancrav to Professor Tuss il J\rr-srrip::nlu: of it ? ki 1 are
5 preferred t

the mode of performing a

therefore conelude, that not o

than what is commonly call

upon Surg i

where so very
T @ comped

cter of an

'r him accom- LETTER—Dr
y other M. D,

respect to the g ;¥ e & knew-
ledge of Surgery be ¥ for & m | practitioner# §

mest decidedly answer, Yes; and ma 1, that T mever yet
found a satisfuctory reason why the practice of Surgery and the
practice of Medicine were sepa » and not even the shadow of
a reasan, excepting this, that Surgeons or Chirurgeons, jmp ng
in the Greek language those persons w /¢ by the labour of
their hand, were considered as of an inferior cast to those whis
were nat reduced to the necessity

foalish and absurd ide & cory  bodies of Surgeons in o ;
many countries, and parti i 3 at lesst in the quisition of a co
eyc of law, ranked as s ns gentles lang —of
men.  Another absurd distinetion is, it is not ed on, learn-
ing, or liberality of sentiment, that are now thought o constitute :
geotlemen, but money or wealth, however a quired. In this "'{""" in_the

sense, many 8 3 are not only as good, but even better gen- But on these

tlemen than 1l nerality of Phy is. In point of education cqu b I know mo
and oppartunitics ring knowledge, both in this country
are upon 4 par; while the studies of the Surgeon are equally
important, much better defined, and better understood than Iy
those of the Physician.  Hence learned Physicians, being left ¥ rd go the y
to conjecture about the nature of internal diseases, and about believe that all who
the remedics to be prescribed, have given rise to the common “:'*! without i lice,
ebservation that Doctors will differ, and to the fact, that the the study of Anatom
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andd useful knowledge of which can be acquired only in the Dis«
secting room and in the Laboratory. A knowledge of the
sciences will, in some measure, prepare the mind of [' iz St E
for entering with advantage on the study of the functions of
n the state of health,—of the derangements
to which these functions liable in discases,~—and of the ge-
neral means to be employed in preventing, alleviating, and cu-
ring these derangements,—branches of medical knowl e
m the Institutions or Theory of Medicine.  With the
e Theory of Mec P Natural Histor
of Botany is very closely al
very advs geous |-wL|..m..
instruction, a
5 u]uut can be 1 g -wrlulh' E)I\ ared fi tering upon
the ly of particu cascs -
be employed in their treatmer
In order to derive
lecturcs on the Practice of Phys
, the student would require either to «
usly enjoyed, appor s of ohser ases in pri-
¢, —in Dispensaries for the s in P! [[.:..
without the actual ohserv i

morbid phenomer
ed, or of the uses and effects of remedies.
OF the general means hitherto employed to communic
al information to these engaged in the study of
prof m, I know of none which, t of import
i |.|c' il compared to Clind qourses of Lectures on
and Surgery, where Studen p directed in their obe
i lies, by able

tice of

mil re-
quires to be more assiduously cultivated, than that which re-
to the prop gement of wao I es of preg-
nd to the diseases to which they and

children are |
The variety of « ms on which medical men are ealled to
evide in f:m:r:a of .Ius.lh-e rc-mlc-u-z a cortain t[v,'_,

thos

sinee ul errors i::_. these matters, may injunr the
ate the ends of justice, and must tend

ade the profiss
, I regard the study of Medical ¥
it has been termed, as forming an essential part of med
eation. [n short, I cannot consider any Course of Medics
tion as complete, or as deserving the approbation of t
which does not comprehend all the branches of pre

prof al education which I have enumerated in this letter.

You do me but justice in believing, that I fake a warm in-
terest in whatever relates to the proper education of medical
men ; and it gives me a most sincere pleasure to find, that, at
your advanced period of life, and after having so long enjoyed
all the honours and emoluments of the profession, you are
maged in enc suring to extend and improve the education of
those who are to succeed us.  Whatever degree of success
attend your present efforts, it must always be to yon a
of much satisfaction to refieet, that, by your steady and
tinued labours, Clinical Surgery has been added to the stucies
required in the education of those who obtain diplomas fi
the Colleges of Surgery in these Kingdom
been the means of founding, in the University of
Professorship for teaching a branch of medical eduea
st sooner or later be recognised by the Patrons and Prof
wors of that Institution, as it is universally regarded by
Medical Public, as indispensible to those who are to pracine
Physic.

I remain,
My Dear Sin,
With much regard and esteem,
Your's very truly,
JOHN THOMSON, M. I,
James Russell, Fsg.

Surgery in the

LETTER=—Dr. Davipsox to Professor Russerr.

My Dear Sim,

,.f\.sl have mo doubt upon the subject, T return an almost
immediate answer to your question, ‘* Whether or not a com-
« petent knowledge of Medical Surgery should be possessed by
« pyvery practising Physician #”

Judging from my own experience, and more particulacty
from my own deficiencies, I cannot help concluding, that a
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wet, emer
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could be of iE tEVET.

I nm even disposed, and I think upon o
g0 ome step farther, and to say, that those dical men who
have most distinguished then 1 practitioners, and
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In regard to the various branches of medical seignoe, it is difs
ficult to say which of them ecan with propriety be dispensed
with. In particular, 1 have no hesitation in saying, that, in the
present state of medical practice, it is necessary for a physician
to be correctly acquainted with Surgery in all its departments,
except the mere practice of operation ; and fa rther, it dogs ap-
pear worthy of serious consideration, whether all the branches
of medical and surgical science, which are bona jids taught in
the University, ought not to be incloded in the Cur ulum, or,
at [east, to be strongly and decided ly recommended to the atten-
tion of the Student. The utmost extent of knowledge that he
can acquire from all of them, he will find to be scanty encugh,
when he comes to the extensive o of a profession, in which
the responsibility is so tremendous, while, at the same time, new
difficultics will meet him at every step; and the result of his
most zealons researches will only lead him more and more to la-
ment the imperfection of the art itself, and the deficiencies of
his personal knowledge.

I am,
My Desr S,
Most sincerely your's,
JOHN ABERCROMBIE.
To Professor Russell.

LETTER—Dn. Keruie to Pnoresson Russeir.

My Dear Sim, Lerrm, 11th Nov. 1824.

The points on which you have done me the honour to solicit
my opinion have mot overtaken me unprepared. For many
years past my attention has necessarily been much directed to
the subject of medical education, having, in common with most
of the practitioners in this part of the kingdom, had constantly
to superintend the studies of Pupils destined for the different de-
partments of our profession.

My professional principles, if T may so speak, are perhaps
somewhat more aristocratic than those of many of my friends.
I am convinced that where the numbers and the wealth of any
given population admit of the necessary division of labour, Me-

ine and Surgery should be kept as distinct and separate as
possible; T shall found no argument, therefore, on the mare
frequent necessity of the union of both professions in the same in-
dividual, nor on the debateable and common or neutral grounds
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+which firm the confines of Medicine and Surgery—however ¢
clusive snch arguments may be. 1 shall consider your :l“

as beari lelyfon him who is to be educated exclusively to
dicine, without the prospect of ever interfering with the practice
of Surgery, though in this country such a case be a rare one.
Even 1 5 ex ¢ case, however, I regard * a competent
o knuwled I
o form an &
tomy, Tl
tion, to con
ciples of

ical know
» most important elements of a
regrul edueation, and, indeed, as the very ground-work
e . e 1 say much on this most i ant
gical scienc ¥ :

but to you a v

subject, but 1o ¥ 3 s ! i
comprehend my meaning.  Itis in the ebservation and study
P tho sases which belong to the province of Sur-
nd curative processes, on which
and therapeatics, can best

 attention is

the mdhesi specdy rewnion
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1 simmse
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any other source with which I
sm is in like manner

R 1,
) 5 of the heart

necessary to the

and vascular syster :
and of many therefore of the most olbsc ! ant dise
il to the eare of the Physician; while the Clinical ob=
ters, and progress of external
i it e ol r
pumors is admirably calclated to e History: ot many
gous and more obscure d s of internal o , It
were easy to multiply examples of |'.||.~: kind. The greater
pumber of surgical discases being obwvious to the sight and
? Clizical ‘Teacher has in them th ns
sdent’s attention to the whele series and
morbid actions and changes, which are

which fa
servation of the structure, ¢l

other senses, tl
af directing the
progression of
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secredfy and in the dark going on in internal diseases, the termi-
nation of which the Physician has sometimes - the means of de.
monstrating to his Pupil only after tho patient’s death. 1 rey
Clinical Lectures, therefore, not only “to be a usefol mo
* conveying practical instruction in Sargery

" but I comsider
such Lectures as you have for many ye

past delivered in this
great Medical School, te be of infinite importance even to the
Medical Student, and caleulated to convey to him many illys.
trations and much practical knowledge of the patholoy

of in-
ternal diseases, which he w

1 Iook for élsewhere.  From
my heart, T wish you every in your present landable en-
terprise; as I ean conceive fow greater impro nts in the
mere medical education of our future graduntes than the intro-
duction of the Clinical Lectures on Surgery intothe Curr
of the University.
I amy,
My pEar Srn,
Your's most try ily,
GEORGE EELLIE.












