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LETTER, &c.

GeNTLEMEN,

. Witnour any previons desire, or even idea,
that such an opportunity of being aseful might
exist for me, upon the suggeskon of a friend well
qualified to form an opivion how the requisite
medical superintendance of patients affected by
fever, ak the ward obtained within these few days,
by the grant of Government, in the barracks of
Queensberry House might be provided, I was
induced 1o make this offer.

“ Ta the Managers of the Royal Infirmary of
Edinburgh,

* GenTLEMEN,—Understanding 1hat a grant
has been obtained from Government of accommo-
dation in the barracks of Quceusberry House for
the reception of patients affected by fever in aid
of the Royal Infirmary, and under your direc-
tion, I beg leave respectfully to submit to your
consideration the inclesed statement of my expe-




LETTER, &c.

GENTLEMEN,

Wirnour any previous desire, or even idea,
that such an uppm'lunity of being useful might.
exist for me, upon the suggeswion of a friend well
qualified to form an opinion how the requisite
medical superintendance of patients affected 'I-.:,r
fever, at the ward obtained within these few days,
by the grant of Government, in the barracks of
Qum.:llsbuh'y House mighl be provided, I was
induced to make this offer,

* To the Managers of the Royal Infirmary of
Edinburgh,

* GexTLEMEN,—Understanding that a grant
has been obtained from Government of accommo-
dation in the barracks of Queensberry House for
the reception of patients affected by fever in aid
of the Royal Infirmary, and under your direc-
tion, I beg leave respectfully to submit to your
consideration the inclosed statement of my expe-
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flence and services in the Hospital Department
of the British army, and the latest testimonies
from the public records of my country, of the
reputation I have obtained.

@ It Las been my destiny to go through two
several courses of duty im the West Indies, and
my reports, as chief of the Medical Staif, rela-
live in particular to the management of hospitals
and treatment of fever in each of the sixteen Bri-
tish colonies which were under my care, are
now before the Cabinet Conucil of Iis Majesty.
When at the head of the Medical Staff in Poftu-
aal during the last war, a typhus fever had been
most destroetive in that Kingdom, until a plan
and regulations proposed by me (which, with
your permission, | would likewise submit to
your congideration,) was adppteﬂ and carried
into execution. In all other climates and situa-
tions, 1 have also songht and enjoyed the best
opportunities of stdying the management of
hospitals and the treatment of fever in particular.
1 have, indeed, but to refer to the history of the
eventful years, and of the foreign stations, men-
tioned in my statement, as proof that I must
have had under my superintendance more cases
of that distemper than could possibly fall ander
the observation of any individual whatever in
civil life.

« Tt is upon these public grounds anly !hatll
can presume to offer mysell to you asa candis

'

date for 1hé appointinent of physician to his es-
tablishmetit, and T have the honour to be, *
e ‘Gentlemen,
Your most faithiol and most
obedient humble servant,
Wirriam Fenoussox, M. DL
Tnspector of Hospitals,
« Edinburgh, 260k Junwary 1818,

The statement of my services, here referred
to, was this':

“ Twenty-four years' active service on Tull
pay, with the exception of the year of the peace
of Amiens, viz.

As Hospital-mate in the Low Countries dur-
ing the campaign of 1794,

As Regimental Surgeon in England in 1705,

In the West Indies, at 5t Domingo, in the years
1706, 1797, and 1798, and in Holland in the
year 1709,

As Staf-surgeon on the Home Staff'in the
year 1800, Ar Copenhagen with Lord Nelson,
and in the Baltic in the year 1801. On the
Home Staff in the years 1802 and 15804,

As Deputy Inspeetor of Hospitals and chief
of the Medical Department in the Western Dis-
trict, and in the same capacity in the Kent and
Sussex districts of England in the year 1807,
with the superintendence of 49 Military Hos-
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pitals of different descriptions. . On the expedi-
tions to Gottenburgh and Portugal in the year
1808, and in 1809 as Chief of the Medical Stafl
at Oportg, Talavers, &e. ; and as Inspector-Ge-
neral of the Portuguese army during the years
1810, 1811, and 1812,

As Inspector of Hospitals with the British
army in the Peninsula in 18513. In 1814 se-
lected to superintend the Medical Department
of the armament ordercdagainst New Orleans
under the command of Lieutenant-General Lord
Hill, which did not proceed on account of the
force having been reduced from that af o Lieu-
tenant-General’s to a Major-General's -com-
mand, and therefore not requiring an officer of
the Inspector’s rank on the Medical Depart-
ment. In 1815, 1816, and 1817 as Juspector of
Hospitals for the Windward and Leeward Colo-
nies of theWest Indies,

In whole, 15 vears of foreign and 8 years of
home service, exelosive of the year of the peace
of Amiens, which was spent in travelling
with a view to professional improvement, and in
which particular opportunities were enjoyed of
visiting the hospitals, civil and military, of Ger-
many, Denmark, Sweden, and Russia.”

The latest testimonies from the records of my
country, also produced, were these :

¥

Extract from dispatch of Lientenant- General Siv
James Leith, on the capture of the Island of
Guadaloupe, dated August 1815 ;—

< The Medical Department was conducted by
Dr Fergusson, Inspector of Hospitals, in the
manner that was to have been expected from his
character, his experience, and his abilities.”

“ Head-quarters, Barbadoes,
June 12, 1817,
« Extract General Orders,
+The Commander of the Forces (Lord Comber-
mere) has granted the following leaveof absence ;

“CYTAFE.

# Dy Fergusson, Inspector of Hospitals, six
months from the period of embarkation, to re-
turn to the United Kingdom, in consequence of
& communication from the Director-General, an-
nouncing that a successor has been appointed o
Dr Fergusson, as senior medical officer in this
commanid,

«The Licutenant-General desires, npon this oc-
casion, to convey the high sense he entertains of
the zeal and ability manifested by Dr Fergusson
during his service in this army, which the very
able and judicious reports made by him upon
all ponts connected with the Medical Depart-
ment clearly prove, evincing professional skill,
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Iocal knowledge, and most praiseworthy feelings
of humanity.
(Signed) H. 5. Berxerev, DAL G’

Extract from a Letter of the Army Medical De-
pariment, dated 271th August 1817.

 On this occasion, and on leaving your active
duties in the service for the present, we begto ex-
press onr satisfaction with your superintendence
of the Medical conerrns of the army in the West
Indies. We beg you lo accept our thanks for the
valoable, scientific, and satisfactory reports which
you have forwarded to us on the health concerns
of the army in that quarter, and more especially
for those on the different islands as yon inspec-
ted them. These reports, which convey much
information relative to the hospital concerns of
the service in that quarter, are not less creditable
to you as a professional man, than to your able,
zealous, and indefatigable discharge of the im-
portant duty of inspection of the West India co-
lonies, and they shall be preserved as valuable

records in this office.

(Signed) J. M‘Gricog, Director-General.

W. Fraxgvi, Principal Inspector.”

A separate letter, from me, writlen under an
iitipession  that & mistake might otherwise pre.
vail, afterwards intimated to you, that the service

9

1 tenldered was grituitous, and merely to aid the
presént most Jearned and eminent physicians of
the institution, by relieving them of the superins
tendence of the new and separate establishment
while it might subsist.

To these, I had the honour to receive the fols
lowing unexpected answer :

« Edinburgh, $7th January 1818,

o §;p,—The managers of the Royal Infirmary
have directed me to acquaint you, that the pre-
sent p!p}'sicians, Dr Hamilton and Dr Spens,
haye stated to them their willingness to under-
take the charge of the additional Fever Hospital
at Queensberry House, with the aid only of an
additional cleck ; and, therefore, the managers
have no occasion to avail themselves of the very
handsome offer you have made of your gratni-
tous services. 1 have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Avex, Boswere, Clerk,”

But from the labours and observations of my
life, I know too well, that the estimate of the ad-
ditional burden of duty, in a situation distant
from the main. hospital, and of the consequent
necessity for the aid of an additional physician,
which bad been originally made by the most
competent judge of that matler has not been
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beyond, but beneath what. must be  the resalt
upon actual experiment of the very shortest
trial of this new establishment in Queensberry
House. It is impossible, too, that eminent phy-
sicians, in active practice, and, already subject
to all the duties of the greatest haspital esta-
blishiment in the kingdom, can be long requir-
ed, or even permitted, 10 make 1his gratuitons
sacrifice ; because, the gratitude of their fe-
low-citizens, so jusly due to their meritorious
services, would be ill manifested by taking ad-
- vantage in this manner of their generosity.

With still more certainty, if. possible, I know
that the best # clerk” who ever recorded a me-
dical case, or engrossed a medical report; can-
not supply, by his labour, the smallest por-
tion towards the discharge of the peculiar and
exclusive functions of the physician, Andte
introduce under the name of a clerk a practi-
tioner of medicine for the performance of these
functions, is & thought which never could enter
into the head of any of the honourable Mana-
gers, which the no less hunourable Physicians
of the Infirmary would stamp with their indig-
nation, as the suggestion of & base and deceitful
mind, and whieh every honourable member af
my profession would spurn from him with con-
tempt. ' Hence, the necessary inference arises,
that it must yet become requisite to provide a
physician for this new establishment; and hav-

I

ing myseli once entered the field of competition,
and received an u.ckuﬁwledgmenb 50 ﬂallcr'mg 1o
‘me from that official hoard, 1o whose disinterested
and unceasing labours of humanity, the far re.
nowned medical school, and the whole inhabi-
tants of Edinburgh, bave, for: more than bali a
century, lain under inealenlable. and still acen-
mulating obligations, 1 trust, that, in the face
of the evidence 1 prodace, it cannot by any one
be deemed officious, to submit, in this form, 1o
mare particular consideration, my pretensions in
the event, which, on these grounds, 1 still cone
template as probable,

The apparent egotism of my detail canmot
be more irksome 1o any of you than it is to me.
I endure it only because I have not been able
to discover a way of stating personal experience
without mention of the individual, even when
that experience which he reports happens to
be ‘his own. The propriety again of printing
such narrative, depends entirely upon the na-
ture of the object it is meant to serve, and the
value of the inferences drawn as subservient 1o
agond and lsgitimnl.e ohject. Now, it seems
to me impossible to dispute that every establish-
ment and arrangement relative to a public hos-
pital, supported by voluntary contributions for
the relief of the poor when affected by disease,
is a fair subject of consideration to the whole
community. Every one, [ conceive, is likewise
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not only at liberty, but called upon to fumish
with freedom all suggestions which he deems
useful. Tt farther appears to me, that extensive
experience only can supply information’ that
may be really valuable in forming any new és-
tablishment of this description, or judging of
any measure concerning such institutions, But
it is not for me to decide whether my experience
is of this quality, er wheéther it can supply any
observations that are of value. T again submit,
with very great deference, that matter to the test
of your more impartial judgment.

My professional _education commenced with
a complete course in the University of Edin,

bargh, in the record of which my name appears
matricalated for no fewer than eight several ses-
sions;—I also went through a regular apprentice-
ship, in the house of Mr Russel, your excellent
professorof Clinical surgery ;—previousta attend-
ing at 5t Thomas's Hospital of London, I sery-
ed as an operalive-assistant in the Royal Infir-
mary here, of which, in the phrase of the house,
1 am ¢ a perpetual pupil,” and to which, from
grateful recollection of the advantages 1 then
derived, [ have, through life, and in my own
varipus hospital practice, retained and avowed
a filial and peculiar attachment.

Looking forward to the natural termination
of my service in the highest Medical Depart-
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ment of the army, I, several years ago, was ad-
mitted a Fellow of the Royal Colleze of Phy-
sicians of Edinburgh ; and when I lately rewarn-
ed to settle here among my brethren of that
Callege, after 24 years of public duty, T did not
choose to enter upon civil practice, by virtue of
the legal and most honourable privilege of free.
dom in the learned professions, as well as in ail
other callings of civil life, bestowed by the sta-
tutes of this Em“iw upon ils veteran servants,
but spontaneously paid the full fees of the Col-
lege, like any ordinary intrant. I have, there-
fore, been s stranger to this place, and to this
College, only ‘while T was acquiring that ex-
perience, which the course of public duty [
have gone through, alone could afford to me ;
and I can never suppese, that, afier these facts
have been here explained, the natire and pmufs
of such experience as mine, acquired during
fifteen campaigns of constant exposure, and
often in the most insalubriovs climates of the
globe, or to danger in the direst warfare which
Britain ever was compelled to wage, shall be
held by any one as grounds, not of preference
but of exclusion from any part of the duty or
practice of my own medical faculty in the me-
tropolis of Scotland.

Upon the present oceasion, there can be no
other question hut the single point,—what is
mest expedient for the prevention and eare of
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Typhus Fever, or dissipation of any alarm which
may be groundless, if such shall exist at this
moment in this city of Edinburgh. IV was, with
profound deference, and, in truth, with no small
degree of hesitation, that I have already pro-
posed to submit to the judgment of the Ma.
nagers of the Royal Infirmary the means
which I conceive, that the accident of my
destiny in life (for such it must be held, if
I were absurd encogh lo claim any personal
merit feom the circomstance) has bestowed up-
on me. I now, therefore, proceed to lay before
you some outline of the general nature of that
experience, from which these supposed means

of being useful, on such an oceurrence as the
the present, ought certainly 1o have been de-
rived, whether it has been my fortune 1o secure
them 1o mysell or nat.

During the year 1794, in the humble situa-
tion of an hospital- mate of the British Army in
the Low Countries, it wad my fale, first upon
this very subject of Typhus Fever, to compare
the views I had obtained from the leciures of
my learned and cloquent teachers,—from my
p;ivate studies,—and from the best theatres of
civil practice at the Infirmary of Edinburgh,
and in St Thomas's Hospital of London, with
the awful visitation of that dreadful distemper,
when, like a pestilence, in despite of all human
exertion and vigilance on the part of our Ge-
nerals, and of my Medical Superiors, through the

L6

influence of causes operating by the decree of
Providence, in the very brunt of war, and ex.
tremest rigour of season, more than hall of oor
gallant troops were swept away in its ravages,
before our winter retreat into Germany was con-
cluded. The impressions of all the forms of
the disease, and of all the exigencies and expe-
dients of hospital practice made upon my mind
by what I then saw, were as much stronger
than those T had formerly received from what I
had seen in civil practice, as I can conceive the
impressions of actual warfare of the conquerors
in the campaigns of Wellington, to be stronger
than those they had originally formed of their
art, when training on the secure and peaceful
fields of Britwin. Nor could it be otherwise,
In common with all my comrades, [ was a con-
stant actor and assistant in the hospitals, [ refer
you to Dr Rogerson the Younger, now in this
city, then a physician of our forces, for evidence,
the value of which youwell know, upon the fact,
whether | was not, in that single season, compell-
ed to partake of more actual practice in the
treatment of this distemper, than I could pro-
bably have had, if [ had seen all the cases which
have since occurred in Edinburgh, down to the
present hour.  Certainly, in the hurry of these
scenes, never to be erased from the recollection
of the survivors, I could not distinctly meditate
upon the remote and proximate causes of the
malady, and upon the modes of prevention and
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cure, which might be brought inlo action ina
moré settled state of soffering humanity. But
when that situation did afierwards occur, the
materials for such reflection could not fail to be
the most fresh ini the stores of memory ; and, I
ventare to say, a5 lo all of ug, bore astamp
which nothing in the medical practice of eivil
Jife could have impressed.

But if this impression had not been snfficient-
Iy strong, [ had mext, in the years 1796, 1797,
and 1798, 1o perform the duties of a surgeon,
generally in garrison, and much in the hos-
pitals, under the still more destruetive scourge of
the yellow fever, in St Domingo, which there
swept off many entire corps, and went near,
more than onee, ta annililate the 67th regiment,
which was my particnlat care, Upon my
practice and exertions at this period; [ refer you
10 the Honourable Lientenant-General - Sir Wil-
liam Stewart, now in this country, whose gar-
vison surgeon 1 was for sometime, while he com-
manded st Cape St Nicholas Mole; and who,
I doubt not, may again state to you npon this
head, more than it would become me to repeat.

1 should pass over my service in Heolland durs
ing the campaign of the year 1799, a]llmugh the
casualties of five general actions, and the diseases
of an army in the field during the aulumnal sea-
son of that unhealthy country, furnished abun-
dance of practice to the whole medical ‘depart-

me}n, were it mot for the. approbation with
which his Royal Highness the Duke of Glouces-
ter was then pleased to notice the performance
of all rn'{r medical duties in his brigade. I was
till then altogether noknowa to his Royal High-
ness.  But it is my pride tosay, that bis counte-
nance has never since been withdrawn, and has
often upheld me. Upon & fit ogoasion, I might
still venture to resort to his high testimony,
were it requisite. I presume not to think that
the present is an oecasion of this kind, Butif
in this I am mistaken, I feel warranted to state,
that his Royal Highness will deign to satisly any
suitable inguiry.

In the year 1801, it was my fortune, while
acting as. Staff-surgeon tocthe land forces of the
expedition. in the Baltic; to be on board the
flag-ship of Lord Nelson-in the baule before
Copenhagen ; and I was.afterwards. particularly
selected by the Naval Commander in Chief,
Sir Hyde Parker, to supérintend the removal of
the wounded and sick to: Yarmouil, immediately
after the action.. The hero of Trafalgar, as well
as his illustrious superior, on this particular ser-
vice, aré now no mord, But L agiin refer you, 1o
the Commander. of the land forces on that aceas
sion; the: Hopourable Sic William Stewart, who,
happily for his country, siill survives. He can
inform.you, if the published histories of Lord
Nelson, and the records of our great Admirals

B
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nearest relatives had not already shewn, in what
estimation I was afterwards held by his Lord-
ship. ILalso refer you to that execellent phy-
sician, my much respected friend, Sir Gilbert
Blane, then Chief Commissioner of the Sick and
Hurt, who can satisfactorily inform yon in what
state I delivered over my whole charge upon
my arrival in Britain from the Baltie.

My experience in the whole course of the
peninsular war is more recent; and, inmy letter
of the 26th current, [ offered 1o submit to your
consideration a plan of mine to arvest the pro-
gress of a Typhus Fever that had: depopulated
whole districts of Portugal, and threatened de-
straction equally to the inhabitant of the palace
as of the hovel, throughout the wholeof that
kingdom, I made this offer, becanse that plan,
being approved of by the government, L had the
high honour to be chosen a member of a Board
of Health atLisbon, at which sat our Ambassador,
now his Excellency Sir Charles Swwart, Mini-
ster  Plenipotentiary of  Great Britain at the
Court of France, and another distinguished
member of the Portuguese Regency, with seve-
ral of the great civil officers of that country,
by whom it was adopted; and becanse the re-
gulations there saggested by me, in the vourse
of less than three months, during which: ihis
Board sai uneeasingly, and enforced their exe-
cution, proved completely effectual.. For evi-
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denee npon all that respects this happiest ir-
cumstance of my professional life; the sole re-
ference 1 deem it necessary o make is 1o the
plan itself, and to the paramount authority of
his Excelleuc:r Sir Charles Stewart.

This plan embraced the regulations found to
be requisile relative to hospitals; to medical at-
tendance ; to the assistance of the clergy and
magistrates of the kingdom ; to parochial visita-
tion throughout its whole extent ; to civil and
medical inspections and reports ; to the form and
audit of acceunts; to responsbility and diseip-
line inthe execution of the whole duties ; 1o the
supplies and maintenance of the sick, and of the
hospitals; to the purification and cleansing of
the patients and their habitations or wapds ; to
all returns and reports necessary in the sys
tem ; and in particular, to the whole measures
regarding the health and police of the affficted
1OWNE.

This was & system, you will observe, purely
civily and independent of that which separately
existed at the same time, and also under my
eharge, for the whole troops in Portugal. But
1 may be permitted here to mention, that under
the latter, as established by me npon similar
principles, the Portuguese army, which in all

former wars, and previously in the late contest,
~had been peculiarly liable 1o contagious and

destructive fevers, and from the defective state of
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its hospitals, was unable to keéep ‘the field, became
not less healthy than the British, and was provid.
edwith hospitals not less perfect, for every exigen-
ey of servive. Here too I can likewise refer to
the record of this other system el which I
have herein my possession. —Bat there are like-
wise many wilnesses, several of whom were
mast meritorions co-operators in this work -of
reformation now among you in this city ; and 1
know that they will bear an unqualified testi-
mony 1o what T now state. i
Cenaini_v, however, the whole pu'l'll'lcal regi-
men and frame of society in Portugal, were total-
ly unlike those under which we live in Great
Britain. Here, analogy must therefore aliogether
fail me; and @ carcless reader may be only
struck with the difference in the state of subor-
dination, and in the arrangements of the people,
and in the very style and tone of regulations and
orders necessarily adapted to these. But Typhus
Fever, 1 need not inform you, is the very same
disease in Lisbow as in Edinburgh—too general-
ly arising from the same canses, and propagsted
in the same manner, unless prevented: or arrest-
ed in its progress by the application of the same
general means, modified only by the difference
of local circumstances.  Filth, and an atmos-
phere tainted by accumulation of human effluvia,
when allowed to operatle upon constitutions “en.
feebled by cold and fatigue, and sorrow and

hunger,” 2s eloquently expressed by my revered
and lamented friend the late Dr Currie, will
every Iwhore originate distemper in the miserable
abodes of the poor, and more particularly in
great eities, if the more powerful means of the
rest of Ahe community are not seasonably, as
well as wisely, and scientifically employed, to
remave these causes. In the alleys and closes
of your Old Town, and in the habitations there
piled upon each other under the same roof, [
believe there may be found instances of twenty,
ift not more, dwellings of separate families, the
common thoroughfare for all of which is a stair,
called a “larnpike,” but 1o which the name
would be more appropriate, if any comman road
or passage were as fillhy as these in some cozes
were when L have visited them, and perhaps
may still be, Isthereany situation in Lishon more
likely to engender Typhus Fever than this, if the
police, under the direction of medical skill, shall
not anticipale the commencement of that contae
gious malady, and remove those causes of its pres
ula,!unce, which human vigilanee and exertion, by
{famely measures, way easily and certainly coun-
teract. 1 believe that in this, by nature most
healthy situation, these measures are as likely to
have clumplete eflicacy as in any other place of
the universe; The contagion may, however, from
agencies we| neilher sec nor know, nor can ar-
rest, hang unseen over any abode which can be




selected by the prodence of man.  When it
does break out, much greater skill and exertion
must be employed to arrest its progress, and ex-
pel the taint. IF it gains head in any cunsiﬂfﬂ-
able ‘collection of people; I venture to predict
from experience, which leaves me no pretence
of hesitation, that the danger is general and great;
more especially, if the patients shall bé collect-
ed into one ward or house, unprovided with any
one of all the requisite and best means of pre-
vention and cure, and these, too, in their most
effective and perfect state, no medical man will
deny, that such a receptacle must become a re-
servoir of contagion, which may speedily inun-
date the whole land with pestilence.

The promptest separation of the infected from
the healthy, is, indeed, the most important of all
meusares at such a crisis, provided that they can
beé removed to suitable and completely detached
hospitals, where purification is perfect, and ven-
tilation duly enforced.  Bat the provision and
regulation of such an hospital as this is the first
and most indispensable preliminary of the be-
sign work, In framing the system for Porta-
gal, we were reduced to the painful ni:oesgity ul'
abandoning thisattempt,and evenof preserving si-
lence as to its importance, because the funds were
altogether inadequate to provide such asylums for
the sick, the number of whom had accumu-
lated to an enormous degree, through want of

timely provision, the generons bounty of Britain
having unavoidably come too late to prevent the
miseries whichit did afterwards supply powerful
means to- alleviate.  Had the sick: of Porugal
been then collected, and thrown  inte hospitals
unduly provided, these hospitals must have be-
come pestehouses, in the literal sense of the
term, and could have sent them forth  again
only to their graves. To the rest of the people,
likewise, such hospitals must have been as
pregnant with pestilence as with death to them.
Should the sick of Edinburgh, infected by typhus
fever, then, ever so accumulate, it will be vain to
look for succour to the chair of the Professor, hoy-
ever gified and revered, or to the talents of the
most eminent and beneficent civil practitioner,
Experience of similar ealamities only can avail
in arresting the epidemic current of pestilence ;
and it is no assumption o maintaing in the face
of the world, that those alone whe have spent
much of theic professional lives in fleets and
armies, and amongst organized bodies of men,
where pestilence of the same description has fre-
quently occurred in its most alarming forms, can
be qualified, at least by habit, to contend with the
scourge, In this happy and well-governed land,
itcan, however, be no disparagenient to our Pro-
fessional men, who have practised only in civil
life, that they do want the experience. necessany
for such a crisis | because it is the very excel-
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lence of their own practice and precepts, which,
if it has never eradicated, has at least availed to
prevent, the contagion of typhus fever, in its ordi-
nary state, from becoming formidable amongst
us, and by the result of 1I:eir'nvm merits, they
are thus disabled from acting with the same
knowledge and effect in an emergency which
they have never witnessed, as individuals, far
inferior in other qualifications, may, to. whom it
has been long familiar. I, with profound defe-
rence, farther contend, that these two several and
distinct kinds of experience,—the one derived
from familiarity with contagion in its ordinary
state, and in civil life,~the other derived from fa-
miliarity with contagion in its most concentrated
and aggravated forms,—must bear the same com-
parative value, when any attempt shall be maie
completely to eradicate for the time this formida-
ble scourge, m acity where it has in any degree
taken root.

These remarks must at least serve to prove
the importance of most careful and delibérate
inquiry, and to lead to the conclusion, that
your new establishment should, as nearly as pos-

- sible, be put upon a footing not less perfect than
the fever ward of your Royal Infirmary wonld
be, if it were in a house allogether detached
from the wards of the ether patients in that es-
tablishment, and without depriving the parent
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institntion of any part of that excellent medical
superintendence under which it has attained the
estimation it possesses.

With these views, I had the presumption to
think, that the experience of the most energe-
tie, pemvt!rius, and gennral arrangement, with
which I have been personally acquainted, might
be of some little utility here, and at this moment.
Asne reason has been yet given to me for altering
this epinion, and as my sole object continues to be
that utility, it only remains for me to repeat the
same offer to you, with the additional and ne-
cessary explanation which I have now endea«
voured to give. It also appears to me, that the
mode I now take, of printing this letter, is the
best I can select for intimating my readiness to
afford the communication to any person by
whom it may be desired. To explain my
grounds for believing it might perhaps be of
some value, your former answer, which my
own inadvertency to this defect had not led me
to expect, has shewn to be indispensable. I
have done so with a most anxious desire to re-
jeet all the technicalities of expression to which
I have been accustomed; and thuos, if in my
power, to speak upon a pu'ml which mldrl.nia'l!ll_l,.r
concerns the whole community, so as to be per-
fectly understood by those who are not profes-
sional men, as well as by those who are.

c
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1n coneluding; 1 have but to beg that you will
accept my grateful dcknowledgments for the ops
portunity you have afforded of making this
statement, and I have the honour to-be,

GENTLEMEN,
Your most faithfol and obedient

Humble Servant,

WILLIAM FERGUSSON..

Edinburgh, No. 4 George Streeh,
Jonuary 31y 1618.
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LETTER, &

GENTLEMEN,

Ix consequence of being unable to at
tend the General Meeting of the Contributors,
called to take into eonsideration the Minutes of
Evidence and the Report of the Committee ap-
\ pointed to enquire into the internal management
of the Royal Infirmary, T take the liberty to obe
trude on your notice, through the medium of
the press, a few observations which have oecur-
red to me in the necessarily hasty perusal of
these papers. T feel assured that you will agree
with me in thinking, that the gratitude of the
\ public is eminently due to your Committee for
* the uncommon pains which they have bestowed
» upon the investigation intrusted to their charge,

and for the impartiality with which it appears to
have been uniformly eonducted; and I confi-
A
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dently expect that you will not only express, in
the strongest manner, the sense which you must
have of the value of their labours, but that you
will also urge on the attention of the Managers
the adoption of those measures of improvement
which have suggested themselves to your Com-
mittee in the course of their investigation.

To those who take an interest in the concerns
of the Royal Infirmary, it must be satisfactory to
find, at the close of so minute an investigation,
that nothing which can strictly merit the name
of an abase, has ever been suspected to exist in
the management of that Institution; and that
whatever negligences or defects may have erept
into its administration, they are obviously of
such a nature as can attach blame enly to those,
who, when they are pointed out, should endea-
wour to palliate or defend them. It is, however,
1 confess, with some feelings of mortification
that I have read the account which the Report
contains (page 98,) of the actual state of the
Roval Infirmary of Edinburgh in the beginning
of July 1817 ;—of an hospital which we have been
always taught to consider not only as anexcel-

lent gchool of instruction for medical students,
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but alse as an institution for the relief of sick
and diseased poor, superior in its regulations
and management to most others of the same
kind in Europe. The statement of the Clerks,
to which I allude, and which las given oceasion
to the present inquiry, appears to me to be the
most important decument in the Report. This
authentic statement, eontaining a minute and
eircumstantial representation of the internal con-
dition of the Infirmary at the time it was drawn
up, is signed by four persons, who, from their si-
tuation as Clerks, possessed better opportunities
of knowing accurately the state of the House, in
every respect, than all the other persons connect.
ed with the Institution; and who, from the pu-
rity of their moral characters, and the strictness
of their religious principles, weve, individually
and collectively, entitled to the highest degree of
eredit. This representation, which might, at the
time it was drawn up, have been abundantly
confirmed by the eollateral evidenee of all the
other Medical Officers, ought to have been recei-
ved with gratitude by the Managers, whose
means of becoming aequainted through other
channels with such facts as it contains, appear te




have been so limited. ‘The Clerks, instead of
being discountenanced and indirectly censured,
were, in my opinion, entitled to the warmest
thanks of the Managers for their conscientious
and disinterested efforts to improve, through
them, the condition of the sick poor in the cha-
rity under their direction. The result of the '1!1.-
quiry that was set on foot by the Managers, in
consequence of this statement of the Clerks,
(p- 106) and the various improvements in the
internal economy of the House, which are uni-
versally allowed to have been introduced during
and since the period of that enquiry, and the
evidence now before you, afford the strongest
confirmation that can be required of the accu-
racy of that statement ; and whatever errors the
Clerks may have committed in point of form in
presenting it to the Managers, it must procure
for those gentlemen the approbation of the hene-
volent, and the blessings of the poor. The 15th
printed regulation, which directs, that * Upon
ohserving any impropriety in the House, the
Clerks are immediately to communicate the same
to the Treasurer, in order that he may either ac-
quaint the Managers thereof, or take such steps

f
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as he may think proper for correcting the same ;"
and which the Managers complain was departed
from upon this occasion, was, I am persuaded,
more honoured in the breach than it would have
 been in the observance; for adherence to such
& regulation, in the circumstances described,
must have allowed full time for the temporary
removal of many of the defects complained of
by the Clerks; before it eould have been in the
‘power of the Managers to have become acquaint-
ed with their existence, Indeed, it seems to e
doubtful whether this regulation could ever pos-

. sibly answer any other purpose,
~ ' The Minutes of the Meeting of the Managers
© (imserted page 106 of the Report,) will best ex-
plain to the Court of Contributors the mode of
'! proceeding, which, on receiving so important a
communication, the Managers followed, to ascer-
tain and to remedy the defects which had been
~ pointed out. Let any candid and disinterested
- person read the account which the Managers have
© given of their own proceedings, and say whether
F these proceedings were caleulated for the disco-

- very of the truth. For my own part, T do not
 hesitate to say, that it appears to me that the
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Managers committed several great oversights and
mistakes upon this occasion. The first and most
unfortunate of these seems to have been, their re-
garding the representation of the Clerks as a libel
upen themselves, and their imagining, that the
defects which had been pointed out by the Clerks,
were defects for which they themselves were pri-
marily and in a peculiar manner responsible.
For the occurrence of these defects I agree most

cardially with your Committee in thinking, that ~

little, if any blame, can be justly attached to the
Managers, either as & body, or as individuals,
The fault is in the system, which precludes in so
great a degree the possibility of the Managers
ever being made acquainted with the practical
details of the House. Negligences and defects in
the department of the Matron and Nurses can
never be attributable to the Managers, unless
they abstain [rom correcting them when they are
pointed out, or endeavour to defend the conduct
of those with whom these defects originate.
The other errors in the conduct of the Ma-
nagers on this oceasion, arising from this funda-
mental mistake, are abundantly evident. In-
stead of summoning, as might have naturally

T

beeh expected, the Clerks into their presence, and
proceeding with them direetly to inspect the
wards of the Infirmary, they appoint a Commit-
tee, consisting of three eivil Managers, to en-
quire, “ at their first convenience,” into, and to
.,i report upon the statement of the Clerks. This
Committee show how thiey were qualified for the
performance of such a task, by employing three
months in the investigation of a matter which
those who know any thing of hospital duties,
know well ought to have been gone through in
as many hours. The Minagers seem to have ta-
ken no pains to ascertain, which they might ea:
gily have done, what changes had taken place
in the interval between the complaints being
made by the Clerks, and the commencement of

,ﬁ their investigation ; and who can be so simple

as to believe that the negligences and defects
which had been complained of would be permit-
ted to exist for an hour after it was known that
3 they were to be enquired into ? and who but the
i.‘ Committee of the Managers, in conducting an jn-
* vestigation like that which theéy had undertaken,
would have thought of passing over the Medical
Officers of the Infirmary, and of applying for in-
formation to the Matron and Nurses, respecting




8

negligences and defects alleged to exist in their
respective departments? It deserves to be re-
marked, that it is by statements of the Nurses,
different from what they had previously given to
the Clerks, that the Committee of Managers, in
their Report, have endeavoured to throw doubts
upon the aceuracy of the representation which
had been given in to them by the Clerks ;—by
the evidence of a deseription of persons, who,
from their situations in the Hospital, could not
admit of negligences and defects in their depart-
ment, without either criminating themselves, or
impeaching the conduct of the Matron, upon
whose favour the continuance of their employ-
‘ment solely depended; a description of persons,
whose evidence your Committee have very pro-
perly agreed to set aside as unworthy of eredit.
It is with feelings truly disagrecable, that
T am compelled to allude to the conduct of
the late Matron, but T am sorry to perceive that
the Managers should have thought it necessary
to.defend, as they have done, her conduct in the
Infirmary; and the more so, that I am fully
persuaded that the greater part of the negligen-
ces and defeets which have been proved to have
‘existed in that Institution, had their origin in her

9

want of proper method in the management of the
affairs of the house ; in her erroneous ideas of do-
mestic economy,and the obstinacy with which she
persisted in them; and in herwant of all properin-
tereourse with the NMurses, and control over their
conduct. There is every reason to believe that
Mrs Montgomery was a womanof strict integrity;
but all T have learned with regard to her tends
to prove that she was a person of limited capa-

| ¢ity, and one in whose mind a narrow economy

seems to have held the place of other virtues not
less niecessary and proper in the Matron of a great
Hospital. Her conduet in the Infirmary contrasts
in but too many particulars with that of a former
Matron, towhosecharacter Dr Hamilton has borne
so honourable a testimony. There are many who
must remember well the daily visits which Mrs
Rennie made through the wardsof the Infirmary ;
her unceasing efforts to add to the comforts of the
patients ; the tenderness with which she enqui-
red into the circumstances of those who appear-
ed to be in peculiar distress ; the numberless lit-
tle acts of kindness which she performed to
them ; the strict charge which she took of the
character and conduct of the Nurses ; her friend-
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ly and maternal attentions to the Clerks; and
the impartiality, equanimity, and propriety with
which, in the faithful discharge of the duties of
a laborious and diffieult situation, she conducted
herself in all her intercourse with the Servants,
Medieal Officers, and Managers of the Infirmary.
It is pleasing to record the virtues of such a cha-
racter ; and in paying the tribute of our respect
to the memory of departed worth, to point out
Mrs Rennie as a model for the imitation of her
SUCCESSOS,

Tt is unnecessary for me to detail to the Court
the various circumstances which, subsequently
to the Statement of the Clerks, and the Report of
the Committee of Managers, have led to the pre-
sent enquiry 3 but now that this enquiry is fi-
nished, T will venture to affirm, that it is impos-
sible for any one to read the Minutes of Evi-
dence now under your eonsideration, and not to
perceive that the defects and negligences which
have been proved to exist in the internal econo-
my of the Infirmary, have proceeded chiefly
from the department of the Matron and Nurses,
I feel no inclination, nor is it necessary, to enter
intoa detail of disgusting particulars ; but to me

i
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it appears to be established beyond all possibility
of contradiction, 1st, That for several years past,
there existed every where in the Infirmary » want
of ducattention to Cleanliness; and 2dly, Thatthe
Food has frequently been observed to be defective
both in point of quantity and quality. In proof of
the want of eleanliness, we have the direct testi-
mony of the Medical Officers and Clerks, both per-
manent and temporary ;—a testimony that could
be supported, were it necessary, by the observa-
tion of every student of medicine who has at-
tended the Infinnary during that peried. The
defect of the food, in point of quantity, has
been ascertained by the accounts of the Infir-
mary, by the evidence of the Cook and Clerks,
and also, very obvicusly, by the greater quan-
tity of alimentary matter, which has been lately
introduced into the food of the patients, Thefacts,
which prove the oeeurrence of the cecasional bad
qualities of the food, and the slovenly and irre-
gula.r manner in which it has been distributed,
are attested by the evidence of professional gen-
tlemen, who were very competent judges of these
matters, and who could have no motive whatever
for magnifying the defects which they observed.
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Upon this evidence T have but one general re-
mark to offer, which, though it is not expressed
in the Report of your Committee, cannot altoge-
ther have mim:l their observation. It is, that
a great part of the evidence before you has been
obtained from gentlemen who stand in a very
peculiar relation to the Managers of the Infirm-
ary, and who, eonsequently, in giving evidence
relative to the existence of any negligences or
defeets in that institution, must have felt them-
selves in the disagreeable situation of being in
danger of hurting the feelings of those to whom
they coneeived themselves to be under peculiar
obligations, and who, they could not help per-
eciving, had considered themselves, though erro-
neously, to be implicated in the discovery of any
errors or defeets in the Infirmary. Instead, there-
fore, of being surprised at the apparent unwill-
ingness of some of the Medical Officers to ac-
kuuwll,'dglz the existence of these defects, we
ought, I conceive, to appreciate duly the painful
effort which it required to give that evidence
which they have given.

I deem it quite unnecessary to dwell upon
the great body of sccurate evidence now in

13

FOUr POSSEssion, because I am aware that every
Member of the Court of Contributors can judge
as well as T can do, of its import, bearings, and
yalue. But I may be permitted to remark, that
errors and defects of the kind, which have been
proved to have existed in the management of the
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, several of which
indeed are admitted by the Committee of the Ma-
nagers, and all tacitly acknowledged by the im-
provements which have been lately introduced,
are in some degree inseparable from the nature of
such institutions, and may often exist for a great
length of time without coming to the know-
ledge of those who may be zealously employ-
ed in the general superintendence of hospitals.
This is an evil liable to oecur in every great hos-
pital, where there is no minute superintendence
on the part of those who have the direction of its
management over the practical details of its in-
ternal economy, and particularly where those whe
are engaged in the discharge of its active duties,
have not frequent opportunities of communica-
ting to each other the discovery of any negligence
or defect that may oceur in their respective de-
partments. The want of such opportunities is a
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serious defect in the constitution of the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh, and has unquestionably
given rise to that want of cordial co-operation
between the Medieal Officers and Civil Mana-
gers, which is so essentially necessary for the
proper administration of charitable institutions,
destined for the reception and care of sick and
diseased poor.  Instead of this, there seems to
have existed a mutual distrust’ and jenluusy
among those connected with the civil manage-
ment and medical duties of the Infirmary—a
distrust and jealousy, which, I fear, have on va-
rious oceasions been injurious in- their operation
to the eomforts of the sick poor who have been

admitted into that Institution. When defects

have been complained of, or improvements sug-
gested, we find no example of a general meet-
ing of all those who were concerned in the
administration of the Infirmary ; no open dis-
eussion with regard to the best method of reme-
dying these defeets ; but, on the contrary, we
find the Managers sometimes taking the advice
of one branch of the Medical Famllty to the ex-
clusion of the other, in matters which equally af-
fected the departments of both; in other in-
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stances, listening to the statements made by
ene or more Medical: Officers, the existence of
which was not known to the others. The con-
uct-of the Managers in this respect appears to
‘have been less liberal and wise than I should have
expected from persons of their knowledge, be-
mevolence, and independence. Ewen. the exist-
sence of a certain proportion of Medieal Managers

«in that body, instead of being a security against
o the operation of that jealousy, seems to have in-
.creased it, and to have had the effect ﬂf:i.uprl\-'ing
sthe Managers of that assistance in diseovering

and correcting defects in the Hospital, which
they undoubtedly had & right to expect from
the Medical Officers.

From the evidence now upon record, it ap-

‘pears that the Medical Officers of the Infirmary
-had been long aware of several defects and errors
Jin.its internal economy, the proper eorrection of

which required the active interference of the
Managers. The reserve of the Medical Officers

~with regard to these, a reserve to be regretted

an their own agcount, as well as on that of the

«Royal Infirmary, seems to have had its ori-

gin partly in the disappointment which they
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had on various occasions experienced, in not
having had these defects remedied by repre-
sentations, which they themselves had made to
the Managers; partly in that distance at which
the Medical Officers, as a body, are well known
to have been always kept by the Managers ; and
partly also in the mutual jealousies of these Offi-
eers as to the influence which they should re-
spectively possess, directly or indirectly, in the
management of the Infirmary. The necessity
of being obliged to communicate with the Ma-
nagers by written statements, and the ignorance
in which they were kept of the manner in which
their statements would be received and treated,
have often, T believe, prevented the Medical Offi-
cors, both as o body and as individuals, from
making communications to the Managers, that
could not have failed to have had the most bene.
ficial effects upon the character of the Infirmary,
and of improving the condition of the sick poer
admitted into it. Had a free and independent
intercourse existed between the Medical Officers
and Managers of the Infirmary, no defect or er-
ror of importanee could have been permitted to
exist for any length of time in the domestic mg-
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nagement of that Institution ; and had a proper
S system of intercourse between these two bodies
“been adopted and aeted upon, your Committee,
I am persuaded, would have been saved the
drouble, and the Managers all the disagreeable
Heclings, that have arisen from the institution
and progress of the present enguiry.

I canmot omit the opportunity which is now
offered, of urging upon your attention that part
of the Report of your Committee which relates to
the manner in which the Managers are chosen.
Instead of being appointed, as they ought to
Jhave been, by the General Court of Contributors,
‘the Managers are entitled by the Charter of the
Anfirmary to choose their successors in office.
"I'he charter provides, that not fewer than four,

" nor more than six Managers shall go out of office

yearly, and that their places shall be filled up by
‘mew Managers out of the different bodies in Edin-
burgh, to which the retiring Managers belong.

| Now, I beg leave to ask, In what manner has

“this part of the intention of the Founders been
é’-ﬁ:lli!lu'l P So far from nominating successors to
“themselves in office, the Ordinary Managers have
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always continued themselves, or recommended
their sons to be their successors in office 3 and
theré is not on record an instanee of the appoint:
mient of a Maniger, in whose election the inten-
tions of the Founders, or the spirit of the Charter,
have been fuirdy, fully, md truly accomplished.
It is seen, that, by changing the names of some
of the Extraordinary Managers, who, it has been
proved, are never allowed to tuke any share in
the management of the Flospital, and who secm
to be a sort of a corps de reserve, to be called
farth only when some testimony is required to
the good management of the Ordinary Managers,
thet appear to have complied with the letter of the
Charter in a most scrupulous manner. - By this
made of election, the Manugers have contrived
to perpetuate themselves in office, and to leave
the management of the Infirmary, an institution
raised and supported by the donations and eon-
tributions of the public, as o kind of patrimonial
inheritance to their heirs and suecessors. It is,
1 firmly believe, the consciousness that their title
to this sueeession is, in many respects, question.
able, that has made the Managers of the Royal
Infirmary upon all occasions so extremely jealous
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of any interference on the part of the Medical Of-
fiecrs, or of others in the airs of that Institution.
Paltry s the patronage may appear to be to the
Contributors, which the situation of Mul:iagt-rei

© affords, it has not, I will venture to affirm, been
" regarded as such, cither by the Managers them-

selves, or by any of those who have had occasion
to apply. for appointments in the Infirmary.
There is no body of men, I believe, in Beotland,

to whom so many personal and pressing solicita.

tions are made by all ranks of the mnmmmit}'.
as are annually woade to the Managers of the

' Royal Infirmiary, for the appointmen: of Clerks

and Dressers. And by appointing likewise, as they
have hitherto done, the Physicians and Surgeons
to situations of great professional improvement
in the Hospital, the Managers of the Royal Infir-
mary exercise a considerable influence over the
advancement and interest of' a number of Medical
Practitioners in Fdinburgh. Until that part of
the Charter shall be complied with, not only in its
letter, but also in its spisit, which directs the an-
nual change of from four to six of those who are
engaged in the civil management of the Hospi-
tal: until gome provision be made to secure a
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much more frequent and minute inspection, that

has hitherto existed, into the economical details of
the house ; and until some controul over the no-

mination of the Medieal Officers is resumed by the
Courtof Contributors, and they are rendered more
independent than they are at present of the favour
of the Managers; until the appointment of the
Clerks and Dressers is put upon a different foot-
ing in relation to those wnder whom they are to
serve in the Infinmary ; and also until the Me-
dical Officers shall have the privilege of attend-
ing and giving their advice in all meetings of
the Ma:lng\'ﬂ'ﬁ, that have for their ohject the
economical and professional management of the
Infirmary, T cannot coneeive that any very bene-
ficial, or, at lesst, permanent reforms, can be ef-
feeted in that Institution.

With these remarks I should have concluded
this Letter, were it not that my attention has
been recalled in a particular manner to the Mi-
nutes of Evidence now before you, by a Note
submitted to your consideration on the part of
the Managers of the ]h:}-‘s] Infirmary ; a Note,
which T am sorry to observe, cannot be regarded
in any other light than as a professed defence of
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that defective system of domestic economy which
has g‘i\.‘(‘n rise to the present enguiry, and the

existence of which seems for a considerable pe-
riod to have been known to.every one who has
had an opportunity of visiting the Infirmary,
except to the Managers themselves. In pro-
eeeding to animadvert upon this Note, T must
heg'm hy declaring my sincere respect for the
different individuals who compese that body.
Towards some of them, indeed, I entertain, and
must ever entertain, every feeling of gratitude
which obligation can impose, and every senti-
ment of regard which sense of duty can dictate ;
but, in a matter which so intimately concerns
the public good as the management of the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh, I hope I may be per-
fitted to distinguish between the conduct of
the Managers as private individuals, and their
acts as members of an incorporation employed
in the administration of a great Public Chari-
ty. No member of the Court of Contributors
can be more completely satisfied than T am of
the benevolent dispositions and upright inten
tions of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary ;
and, I am perfectly assured, that there is not

o ——
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ene of these gentlemen who would, with Hhis
knowledge, have permitted for an hour the ex-
istence of any one of the negligences or defects,
which have been proved by an irrefragable body
of evidence to have existed fbir a series of years
in the internal management of that Tnstitution.

Knowing, as I do, that several of these Mana-
gers attended the examination of the witnesses,

and believing that all of them muist have read
the evidenee upon record; T confess, that it is
with no sinall surprise, T find thern affirming, in
the Introduction to their Note, that « nothing
has been proved which ean materially affect the
management of * the Infirmary.  Thisisa point,

which, in my opinicn, miglhit have been left to
be determined by the Public, the trikuial to
the decision of which it must be ultimately coni-
mitted.

Feécling in comimon with the Minagers a
wish, that * a further enquiry should be made as
to the disturbance given to patients by an indi-
vidual at unseasonablé hours of the night, as
mentioned by Mr Benjumin Welsh,” T took the
liberty to transmit to Mr Glover, the gentleman
who T had reason to believe is allided to, the
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following queries, his answers to which, for the
satisfaction of the Managers, I now subjoin :—

Query 1st. - During the time yo have scted as Clerk in the
Boval Buficmary, have you been in the custom of vigting the
Wirds dluring the night #

Q. #d. I s0, will you be s good as to state wpen what oc-
casiony, andd for what parposes, you masde these visits ?

Answers . As respects the Suegeany’ Wards, which were
those mare immedistely under my care, w= Surgeans’ Clerk,
1et. Yes; not every night, but many nights before I went w

3. When the fllness of any of my patients required such
aitention. T e that the Wards were properly ventilatel.
To kiow if iy patients had all gone o bed, or if they were
all even in the house.  To sco if the nurses had not gene 1o
bed, and if they wero in a G siate to atiend to theip patients,

N. B.—My acquaintance with the Hospital taught me, that
i its present state, particularly as 1o nurses, this was indis=
pensable, to insure the comborts, and preserve the lives of my
Faticnts.

As respects the Midical Wards, or those under the care of the
Physicians and their Clerks, No, except the Men's Country
Waird, which I visited severnl times about 11 and 12 o'clock
st night during the month of last Thecember, to ascertain, whe-
ther the Physicians’ night nurses were more altentive than the
Surgeons’ ; in short, to know whether they slept or watched.
An ndditional metive for this arose from a conversation with
Mr Welsh, from which [ understood it was his opinion, that
it was unnecessary to make such visits as I did w0 my own
warils, The deors of this Ward (Men's Coantry) were some-
timas locked ; as often as T found them open, I observed the
night-nurse in bed, sometioes asleep. 1 nover spoke to
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patient, but literally walked direct through the ward as softly
as [ could.

Query 3. In making these visits did you fid the night-
nurses always awake and solser 2

A. Frequently aslecp, somctimes drunk, but more froguently
sober. Finding on the 15t of January some of my nurses drunk,
T wns desirous of knowing the state of the other nurses: 1
therefore visited seven Physicians’ Wands, in four of which 1
observed at least ane drunken nurse ; in one Ward {Women's
Fever,) the night-nurse was in bed with a patient ; in one,
(Short Soldiers” Ward, then used for fever pationts) there was
na night-nurse ; and s to the remaining (Mens' Country)
Ward, it was locked.

To shew the necessity of vigilance on the part of the Clerks
in the then state aﬁhe—}luqﬁui,moul‘my, or Surgeon’s nur-
5, sober on that night about 11 p. m. got out after that time
with two patients, and came in about 12 sagrering and ma-
king a noise.  They acknowledged the porter had allowed
thiern to pass and repass to and from the public house.

Query #th, Had you any conversstims with any of the
other Clerks respecting these visits, or, in making them, did
any of the Clerks ever find fuult with you for making & noise
with the patients or nurses in any part of the Haapital #

AT believe 1 mentioned some of these chservations as to
nurses both to Mr Cameron amd Mr Welsh, when the latter
tald me, in n cursory way, that same patient or patients, or
thut the nurse (I understood of Men's Country: Ward) com-
plained, andl said, thet some patients had complained of their
being distarbed by my passing through the Ward ar night.
1 also mentionesd to. Mr Cameren the circumstance of the
Men's Country Ward being locked, and that the day-nurse
saitl it was his arders, which he denjed.

None of the Clerks ever did, or ever could find fault with
me for making a noise with the paticnts or narses in any part
of the Hospiral.
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Query 5th. Have you reason to believe that the late Ma~
tren ever caused sheets to be put upon the beds in the marme
ing that were taken off again before evening ; and tipan what
oreasions was this shifting of the linen practised 3

A, 1 have, On oecasion of & Managers” wisit after the dste

*of our Memorial,

' QG Were the nccounts which the murses Zawe to the Ma-

" magers, with regard to fever-bedding, the sme with: those
“which they had given to you a day, or two dlays, before 2
A, The sccounts given to me were either on the 40k or 50
@f faxt July ; that which the nurses gave to the Managers, in
Ey prescoce, was, | believe, about the midife of fast Seplewmber,
They were different,

Q. 7. Were any of the other Clerks present with you when
you received your accounts of the faver-bedding from the
murses
A, Yes. Dr Lee was present during the whole time, and

\Dr Sins during wost, if not the whale of it Dr Lee sofat
down the nurses’ tatements as they were emitted. [ observed
that this was done quite correctly. These Notes I have &t
present. - No vegular Notes appeared to be taken before the
Managers. T mesitionad ta the Manngers, sherethe staterments
of the nmurses differed from their firsy statements, which state.
ments [ informed them my Colleagues (Lee, Sims,) could
Prove; bat they weee aof called an by the Managers to do so,

Q. 8. Have you any reason to believe that any paine were
taken to separate the l'en-c-l:tc.idl.ilhbr fram the other bedding in
the Tnfirmary 2

LA Noo
(Signed)  W. Grover.
Edinburgh, March, 1818,

On this evidence I have only two reflections
to offer ;. the first, a very obvious otie,—That it
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must have been the night-nurses, anid not the pa-
tients, that had reason to complain of heing dis-
turbed by Mr Glover's nocturnal visitations the
second, That the Court of Contributors must re-
gret, with me, that their Committee el not hu.d
an opportunity of examining Mr Glover, as it is
difficult to reconcile the statement of the Z‘-I:\_n:l-
gers, respecting Mr Glover's failure in establishe
ing the statement of the Clerks, with 1Ihr_- ar'nm!nt
of the inquiry about the fever bedding, which
that gentleman has transmitted to me. 110}\'.
after a lapse of two months, could the miggpaged
of the Nurses be supposed capable of enabling
them to remember and confirm the evidence
which they had given to Mr Glover, in ﬂuf pre-
sence of Mr Sims and Dr Lee, when it will be
ohserved, from the testimony of the very Rev::-
rend Principal, (p. 84) that their recolleetion 5]|d
tiot serve them to remember to-day what they
had said yesterday, and this even with I:q.;urﬁ
to matters in which their interests were m ho-
wavs concerned ?
(-Jn Article 1st of the Note, I have only to re-
mark, that no ene can be more firmly persuaded
than T am, that the funds and pecuniary transac-
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‘tions of the Royal Infirmary have always heen
faithfully and conscientiously managed to the
best of their judgment, by those to whom they
have been intrusted. But whether it the man-
*?ler in which the funds have been put out to in-
.j'emt, and whethér in the méanner in which eon-
traets for expensive and necessary articles of
ﬁnlﬁumpliuu, have been made, the pecuniary
transactions of the Royal Infinnary have been
always managed to the greatest possible advan
tige, are points, which it is not my object to
discuss, and which T shall, therefire, leave to be
determined by those of your Committee, whose
ttention may have been directed to these sub-
It is with regret T have read the statement
Which has been ‘wade, in Artiele 24, of the com-
Parative mortality in the Infirmary of Eiin-
burgh, with that of similar Institutionsin Londaon.
The Managers may be assured that they know
wery little of the proper datn upon which these
eomparative statements should be founded, or of

e virious loeal ciuses which oceasion a greater
mortality in soine of the Hospitals in these king-
doms thun in‘othiers,  Tlis injudicious and in-
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vidious comparison, can only have the effect of
recalling the attention of the Medical Practition-
ers in other Hospitals, to the numerous defects
which have existed for a series of years in the
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh ; and with the
existence and nature of which, from having them-
selyes visited, and many of them having held of-
ficial situations in that Hospital, these Practition-
ers are fully acquainted. The contimuation of
this invidious comparison, in Article 3d, by ex-
tending it to the civil management of other Hos-
pitals, is equally improper and injudicious.

Tn the assertions made in Article 4th, with re-
spect to the Dict of the Infirmary, I apprehend
that the Managers have committed a great mis-
tale, in confounding the quantity of food, stated
in the private Diet Table of Dr Home, with that
which hes been actually administered to the pa-
tients. It is in evidence, that when Diet Tables
have been called for, no one concerned in the
preseription or preparation of food in the Infir-
mary, knew of any such tables; either printed or
written,  Mrs Montgomery distinetly stated,
that her predecessor Mrs Hume, had no Diet Ta-
bles, and that she received from her only verbal
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Cinstructions with regard to the preparation of
I th,e.fmd of the patients, and the quantity of nu.
’h’llllﬂlls matter which it ought to contain, and
; ~which it will be seen, by the evidence of Mary
immer:, the cook, has, in the past practice of the
Anfirmary, had no fixed reference, or proportion
to the variable number of patients at the time 'u:
the House. Tt appears also from the evidence he-
:ﬁ:m: }'un_. that the late Matron exercised her dis.
‘eretion in a very remarkable manner in these
‘Taatters ; and contrived to make that quantity of
ameal; barley, and beef, serve for the support of
:ﬁve persons during her management, which iz at
‘present, and was during the time of her prede-
‘eessor, consumed by three. I am not aware who
the Medical Practitioners are, who are referred to
Ty the Managers, as having approved of the Diet
q_f t.h.e Infirmary, nor whether the approbation
.Wlllt‘ll they gave to the food of the Infirmary was
-ltestnwcd upon the Table in Dr Home's prisse-s.
8o, or upon that actually served out in their
resence to the patients. We would require,
awm'er[ to be informed of this before we t'.‘il'.l’
B Ly e-.'?hmute the value of their approbation
Fou will pereeive, from the evidence of Dir I{a:
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milton and Dr Spens, that these gentlenten have
judged the diet of the Infirmary to be: suitable
in point of quantity, euly, from Tables, the exist-
ence of whick was nof Femoren o the  Mairon,
wiho hed the sole direction -of the food, and that
they both eonfess, that in their visits to the I{::Ni-
pital, they seldom, if ever, hatl had an opportunity
of seeinz the food served out to the patients, a
eircumistane which may aceount in some degree
for whit has been considered by the Managers
as-an officious intérference in this matter, ol the
pirt of the Physicians’ Clerks.  From the evi-
detiog of Dr Home, it appeats that he wasin pos-
session of 4 diet table, though he did nat know
from whom it had been got, which the Clinical
Clerks were directed to copy into their case-
Hoiks, and which he had cineeived to have been
a diet table taken from the Statutes.of the Roy-
al Infirmary. A eomparison of this talile, how-
ever, with that admirable bill of fare ta be foand
in these Statutes, very few articles.of which have
ever been seen, fir less tasted, by any patient in
Abe Royal Infitmary, shewed very plainty that
this could not be the ease,  Dir Home acknow-
Jodiges that- he thad had oecasion to complain
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repeatedly of the bad quality of the broth ;

and that he was not aware’ whether the -

tity of meat put’ into-the broth on any par-

ticular day, depended or not upon the num-
‘j_\be:r of persons to whom the boiled ment was to
“he served out. It is very plain, from the evi.
“denee given by Mz Law, respécting the food
which he had had occasion to see served up to
the patients, that lie considered it a5 deficient in
dquantity and quality, and’ this evidence is Bl
ported by that of his colleague Mr Gillespie,
and of Mr Wishart and Dr Geordon, at pre-
#ent . Surgeons, and who have formerly both
@eted as Clerks in the Infirmary, the latter of

whom seems for a considerable time to have
paid particular attention to the state of the fod,

The evidence of these gentlomen, again, is eorro-
borated in every partieular, by that of Drs Beil
by and Tweedic, and by Messrs Sims and Hiast-
ings, whose opportunities of observation, with re.
«gard to the state of the food while thiey acted as
Elerksin the Infirmary, were greatly superior to
sthat of the ordinary Physicians and Surgeons ;
amd consequently their testimony respecting tliis
fPoint must be regarded as the most authentic

Ry e
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and satisfactory that can be obtained ; yet this
is the evidence which the Managers have been
pleased to represent as being derived from “ very
partial means of information.”

With regard to the quantities of wine and por-
ter which the Managers boast of as having been
consumed during the last 10 years in the Infir-
mary,itwillnot, Ibelieve, be presuming too much
upon the very imperfect and slovenly system of
internal economy, which has prevailed: in the In-
firmary, to suspect thata considerable proportion
of theseliguors may haveflowed intovery different
channels, from those for which they were origi-
nally intended. The patients, T imagine, who
have been in the Infirmary during this period,
would not be less surprised to hear of the prodigi-
ous quantities of wine and porter which they con-
sumedwhile theywere there, than they must be to
be told of the very excellent beef steaks and ather
sumptuons fare with which they were feasted.

On Article 5th T have to remark, that in com-
mon with the Managers, I fieet no inclination to
serutinize the evidence, as to how far the quan-
tity of food preseribed has always been duly fur-
nished by those who had no interest to withhold
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it ; because it is proved by the evidence, in the
first place, that the general quantity and quality
of I{le food furnished to patients has varied ac-
_._mrdmg to the pleasure of the Matron, without
E:nuwlvdgc, and therefore without the inter-
ce of the Managers and Medical Officers of
p Establishment; and, 2dly, because it is ob-
¥ious that it is in itself a thing quite impossible
to ascertain the quantity and quality of any ar-
‘ﬁdcs of food which may have been furnished to
individual patients in the Infirmary, unless at
ﬂ:‘u.' Pprecise point of time when they were so fur-
mished. It does mot appear, however, that be-
.ﬁ:_'re the late investigation any Manager had ever
¥isited this Hospital at the hour of meals, in or-
der to ascertain, by actual inspection, the quan-
fity orlquality of the food really furnished, or to
ascertain how far patients were in general satis.
fied with it; but it would seem that this matter,
o essential to the health and comfort of the pa-
tients, and to the general reputation of the Infir-
mary, has always been left to the entire direction
‘gd the Matron.
4 I_t. is too much to presume, after the com-
plaints that are ascertained to have been made
.
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by paticnts in all parts of the Infirmary, and in
opposition to all the evidence before you, t_hm
because the late Matron had no interest to with-
hold food from the patients, it must therefore
have always been furnished in due quzmtitgtr and
q\mlity. The interest of the Matron comsisted,
I conceive, in her acting so as to gain the Bppro-
bation of the Managers, and their records will best
shew whether her economy did not procure for
heradistinction in this particularover some of her
predecessors. Tt must excite surprise, as well as
regret, to find the Managers labouring, as the_y
every where do, in this Note, to i:iemi[j,: their
own intentions and acts of management, with the
errors and consequent misconduet of Mrs M'fmt.
gomery. The food, in every public I‘I'IJEPIFCII,
should be served out to the patients according
to a printed diet-table hung up in the‘wardls, and
apen to the inspection of every patient in the
house. i
I am quite aware of the doubt and ‘r.-m:urfu.
spection with ‘which eomplaints of !mtleuts in
public Hospitals with regard to their food and
freatment ought to be Tistened to; and also that
a great deal of exaggerated statement has gone
abroad respecting the food and the manner of
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its being served out to patients in the Infirmary ;
but I am disposed to regard these statements,
however much they may have been exaggerated,
s a proof that some defects have existed in these
particulars, rather than the contrary. In affirm-
&Ilg. however, the existence of some negligences
“and defects in the internal economy of the In.
fiemary, Tam far from wishing to insinuate that
this Institution has not been of incaleulable be-
nefit to the sick poor in this country, and that
the patients treated in it have not had the great:
st reason to feel truly grateful for the assistance
ar relief they have derived from it.

With regard to the steaks mentioned in Ar-
tiele 6th, I would observe, that provided the meat
be good and fit for steaks, the plan of dressing it
in the wards, with proper conveniences, in pre-
ference to having it done in the kitchen, is evi
dently advantageous to the patients, But with
regard to the meat that was served up for steaks
during the management of the late Matron, I can
find no evidence to prove that therewas the slight-
est attention, either on her part or on that of the
Servants under her, to see that the meat fumished
for steaks was fit for that purpose ; and there is
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the direct and undeniable testimony, now upon
record, of a great number of gentlemen, in proof
of the fact, that the meat actually served out for
steaks was not unfrequently very unfit for the

I of being so used.

b mﬂicle ';it’h T have only to observe, that T
suspect the Managers have been misinformed
with regard to the practices of knives and forks
being generally made a charge to the patients
in the London Hospitals; but whatever may
be in this, the late improvements which have
been introduced into the mamner of serving up
the food in the Edinburgh Infirmary, must be
regarded as a tacit confession that that manner
was formerly in several respects faulty.

With regard to the personal cleanliness of the
patients alluded to, No. 8th, T must say, that
regard this as a matter of the utmost importance
in the economy of the Infirmary, as it must be of
all Hospitals, and that every attention shm:ld be
given to enforce and to preserve the practice of
personal cleanliness. There are surely fetv =
tients, the whole of whose bodies on admission
may not be safely enough washed with scap and
water, either warm or cold, and none, [ believe,
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that could be injured by having this done in a
proper manner to their faces, hands, and feet.
Besides the articles necessary for this purpose,

. every Hospital should be furnished with a suffi-
cient quantity of combs, and the greatest care
should be taken that the careful washing and
‘combing of the patients be a duty daily per-
formed by the patients themselves, in all cases
where this has not been forbid by the Medical
Officers, and by the Nurses or others to those pa-
tients who are disabled from performing this
duty for themselves.

With regard to Articles 9 and 10, I have only
to say, that I conceive it impossible to read the
evidence, and not to approve warmly of the very

. great labour and pains which the Managers have
of late taken to secure the ;wrfe('.t cleanliness of
the Linen and hf.-lidinguf the patients ; nor would
any complaints, T am satisfied, ever have been
made, or pains taken to prove the bad state of
these Illlﬁllg the last five or six years, had not
the Managers undertaken to defend, as they

% bave done, the very improper conduet of the late
~ Matron in relation to the sheets and bedding of
the patients. The facts which establish her great,
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not to say wilful, negligence with regard to
these points, are of a kind that it would now be
much more agreeable to forget, than to remem-
ber or to enumerate.

The opinion so strongly expressed by the
Managers (Art. 11) with regard to the impos-
sihility of procuring better Nurses than are at
present employed in the Infirmary, is so con-
trary to that which T have formed after a very
long and attentive observation, that T was at
first disposed to imagine, that, by some mis-
take or other, the word * better,” had got into
the place which should have been occupied by
the epithet worse ; for T will venture to say, that
the opinion, as it now stands, is contrary to ex-
perience and common sense.  The situation of
Nurses in the Infirmary ought to be, in several
respects, better than that of ordinary servants.
They should be supplicd with several comforts
which ordinary servants cannot be said to re-
quire. ‘The admission into the permanent ser-
vice of the Infirmary should not be through the
Matron alone; and some provision, not depend-
ing altogether on the favour of that person,
should be made for the Nurses, when, from age,
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they become unfit for their duties. The obser-
vations of your Committee on the subject of
Nurses are excellent, and have my warmest ap-

robation.
i‘“'ilh the opinion expressed by the Managers
lin Art. 12, my sentiments cointide in every par-
ticular ; and I am much pleased to be assured by
authority, which I cannot question, that the in-
ternal state and domestic economy of the Infir-
mary are greatly improved since July 7th, 1817,
a day which must ever be regarded as the com-
mencement of 4 new ern in the history of the
Royal Infirmary. But with all the improvements
awhich have taken place, there is, in my opinion,
much still wanting to put the internal staté and
management of the Infirmary upon the footing
on which it ought to be. For, biesides the very
e state of the ].mkrup Ward, which has been
brought under the notice of your Committee,
there is another matter connected with that sab-
jeet, which stands rouch in need of reforim in the
Infirmary. I allude to the practice, which has
- 50 long prevailed, of mixing venereal with other
‘patients through the different wards of the Hos-
pital. This is'a very serious evil, and one which,
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in a moral, as well as medical point of view, must
be highly injurious to the Institution. I have been
told, that the Managers have been long aware
of the existence of this evil, and that they had
even at one time taken some steps to have it re-
medied, by establishing a separate ward for vene-
real patients; but which they were obliged to
give up, in consequence of some difficulties that
occurred about its medical superintendance. This
is a point, however, concerning which I am very
imperfeetly informed, and must, therefore, refer
the Court of Contributors to the Managers for
more satisfactory information regarding it.
Amongst other defects in the Infirmary re-
quiring to be remedied, is the very obvious one
of the want of Fever Wards for the Clinical
Professors. The Fever Patients are at present,
I believe, and have always been, mixed with the
other patients in the Clinical Wards, to the
great risk of these patients, and to the almost
certain infection of some of the students attend-
ing there. Greater pains should be taken also,
than have hitherto been done, to ent off the com-
munication between the Fever and the other
Wands of the House, so as to preclude the possi-
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hility of contagion heing conveyed from one part
of the Infirmary to another; and some wmeans
«should be fallen upon to purify the body-clothes
“of Fever Patients, before they are permitted to
Fvc the House.

. There is still another department in the In-
firmary, an inferior one, it is true, but ome of
‘great importance to the Hospital, which also
stands much in need of reform. I mean the
office of Janitor or Porter to the Infirmary ;
for, upon the vigilance and good conduct of
the person who fills it, depends much of the so-
‘briety and regularity of the Patients and Nur-
ses in every ward of the Hospital. It is consist-
«ent with the knowledge of every Student, who
“has, of late years, attended the Infirmary, that
the duties of the Porter have been most negli-
‘gently and incorrectly performed. No patient,
or his friends, who may have wished to smuggle
in food or drink of any kind, have, for many
years, met with any difficulty at the door of that

- House; and abundance of evidence could be
* brought, were it necessary, to prove, that one of

the persons employed as Porter has been long
chiefly occupied in conveying liquor into the Tn-
firmary from the spirit-shops in the neighbour-
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hood. The office of Janitor has been for sixteen
or eighteen years filled by two persons, one of
whom, on aceount of his age and infirmities,
ought long ago to have been permitted to retire
from the House ; and the other, a person, who,
from his habits, as well as his age, ought never
to have been ‘admitted into the employment of
the Infirmary. T mention these as examples of
defiects in the internal state of the Infirmary,
which still require correction, and surely it would
not be difficult for any one anquaintecl with the
Hospital and its duties, to enumerate many
more,

On Article 15th T have nothing to offer. But
it is surely too much for the Mandgers to expeet,
that either the Court of Contributors, or the
Public, having before them the Minutes of Evi-
denee, will give any place to the assertions and
insinuations eontained in thel4th Article. Some-
thing more than a vague and general approval
of the internal management of the Infirmary by
medical gentlemen, of however long standing, will
now be required, in order to set aside that exten-
sive and consistent body of evidence, which, by
a multiplicity of precise and individual instances,
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~ has established, to a demonstration, the defective
state of the internal economy of the Royal In-
_ firmary of Edinburgh during the last ten years,
moral character, the great professional at-
tainments, and superior opportunities of ohser-
Swation, possessed by the persons whose evidence
ithe Managers affect to depreciate, must be re-
garded by the public as the surest pledges of
the accuracy of their statements, and of their
benevolent wishes to improve the eondition of
the sick poor in the Royal Infirmary.

. With the sentiments expressed in the two first
sentences of Article 15th, I most cordially agree ;
and I agree also with the Managers, in believing
that the Clerks are the Medical Officers in the In-
firmary who have the best opportunities of oh-
serving, and, by their attention and vigilance, of
securing against any neglect conneeted with the
care of the patients in all respects ; but after the
example of the manner in which that most true
and faithful representation of the internal state

the Royal Infirmary, in the beginning of
uly, 1817, was received, I should be glad to be

i formed wpon what grounds the present Mana-
gers can expect that any communication of ne-
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gligences, or defects, in the Infirmary, will ever
be made to them by the Clerks. Future Clerks
will find, T conceive, no bad specimen of the
kind of reward they have reason to look for in
any communications of negligences or defects,
which they may feel inclined to make to the
Managers, in that very extraordinary resolution
that was passed on receiving the communications
of their predecessors in office, a resolution which
enacts, that “when a patient is admitted, the Clerk
of the Physician or Surgeon, under whose eharge
such patient is to be, must atlend the patient until
e or she iz placed in the proper ward, and until
a bed, properly furnished with blankets, sheeting,
&e. ix made up for such patiend. For this pur-
pose, no Clerk, whether Physician’s or Surgeon’s,
is fo leave the house until ke himsclf sees this ne-
cessary duty performed,” and which imposed
upon the Clerks an office quite foreign to and
inconsistent with their situation and proper du-
ties, and a complianee with which, on their part,
could only have had the effect of degrading
them in their own estimation, and in that of
every other person in the Infirmary. With equal
propriety, in my apprehension, might the Mana-
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aers, on the discovery of the deficiency of certain

utensils in the wards, have resolved, that when
any patient required the use of such utensil, the
Clerk must attend the patient till he or she be
pplied with it, and that no Clerk should ever
eave the House untill he himself had seen such
Mecessary duty performed.

I agree, likewise, with the Managers in think-
ang, that they have not at all times received
from the superior Medical Officers that cordial
eg-operation and support in the discovery and
correction of negligences and defects, which
they had reason to expect; and I must say,

“that T think it would have been more proper
and beeoming for these Officers to have laid aside
their apathy, upon the occasion so often allu-
ded to, and in availing themselves of the infor-
mation and assistance of their Clerks, to have
themselves made the necessary representation to
the Managers. Ifany thing can be offered in apo-
logy for their remissness, it will be found, I be-
lieve, in the declaration, which, T have heen told,

that, after having been endeavouring for forty

.ﬁonc of these Officers has been heard to make,

)

tyears to get the negligences and defects reme-
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died which he had occasion to see in the Infir-
mary, he had abandoned the undertaking as
hopeless ; and, in the discouragement which ano.
ther Medical Officer gave to Mr Sims, by saying,
while pointing to the place where his abortive
efforts seemed to lie dormant, that he had made
many representations to the Managers, but that
they had all ended in smoke ! T am happy, how-
ever, to perceive by the evidence, that some of
the Medical Officers are aware, that, in abstain-
ing from representing to the Managers, as they
ought to have done, the errors and defects which
l;hey had observed of late years in the Inﬁnmw:,'.
they had been guilty of a neglect of duty.

The public will judge how far the Managers
are borne out in any of the assertions contained
in Article 15th, by what appears to have been
their treatment of the communieation of the
Clerks, which alone has given rise to the present
enguiry. Instead of being displeased that the
incidents, founded on by the Clerks in their letter
of July last, had not been sooner made known
to them, the Managers, in my opinion, would
have acted more wisely, both in regard to them-
selves, and to the Institution under their charge,
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- had they, upon that oceasion, admitted the truth
of the common adage, Better late than never, and
proceeded without delay to rectify the evils which

tad been pointed out to their notice, by obliging
Matron and Nurses to perform properly their
pective duties in the Hospital. Had this been
ong, as it ought to have been, we should never
have heard one word of the present enquiry.
. The appointment of a House-Governor, from
whose superintendence { Article 16th,) the Mana-
Zers seem to anticipate so many useful results, is
& measure from which, T will venture to prediet,
very little good will ever be derived to the Tnfir.
mary ; because 1 am satisfied that g person will
ot be easily found qualified in all respects for
the duties which the Managers mean to impose
upon their House-Governor,  This person, who
is to act as Apothecary, and to keep a strict look-
out on the conduct of the Clerks, is also expected
to relieve the Matron of a part of her duties; he
is to facilitate the communication between the
Medical Department and the Managers ; and to
k n::mm‘l_\', under the saving clause of o5 fier e pos-
h’% at the moment, any defects as they may
ur, In short, the House-Governor is !-0 1:(":1

e
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person responsible to the Managers for the faith-
ful discharge of the duties of the Medical Offi-
eers, Clerks, Dressers, Matron, Nurses, and other
Servants in the Infirmary ; and by this responsi-
bility, to relieve the Managers from all further
complaints or trouble in their management of
that Institution. The Managers know little of
the qualifications or duties required of Clerks to
the Physicians and Surgeons, if’ they ean allow
themselves to imagine that they will ever get a
House-Governor for the Infirmary fit to take
any professional superintendence of the Clerks ;
this is a duty which can belong to the Physi-
cians and Surgeons alone. Neither do the Mana-
gers appear to me to be so fully aware as they
might be, that the services, of all others in the
Institution under their care, which are the most
likely to be performed with fidelity and zeal,
are the gratuitous serviees of the Clerks, under-
taken solely for their own professional benefit,
and performed under the direction of the superi-
or Medical Officers; and the vigilant and jealous
inspection of their Fellow-Students.

With regard to the functions intermediate be-
tween the Managers and Medical Officers, which
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gilm House-Governor is to execute, they could

but increase that distance which has ai\nys £X-
g ]mﬂ between these two bodies, and from which
Lﬁnul}r believe the greater part of the evils have
‘originated  which have been found to exist in
he: management - of the Infirmary. - T trust no
jor- Medical Officer will ever be found mean
ough to admit of any other representation of
the: defects and negligences which he may ob-
‘sérve in his department, to be made to the Ma-
nigers by any other person than himself.
o df & Treasurer could be found, who wonld
m hiz undivided attention to the duties of the
. he, not.the Apothecary, is the person
HDIII I'should ‘'wish to see in the situation of
House-Governor. | The present Treasurer, than
1, T am well assured, no one can ever feel o
ﬁapcr interest in the prosperity. of the Institu-
tion, has been obliged to delegate his duties to
his Partner ; and they are duties which occasion
no'small trouble and consumption of time. The
- services of a House-Governor, in order to be use-
.ﬂll to the Institution, matst be unbought, volun-
wand proceed from the heart ; and they must
\performed by one who shall find pleasure in
D
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devoting the whole of his time to the important
concerns of that Institution. As for the Apo-
thecary, his duties, as they stand and are execu-
ted at present, are quite sufficient to oceupy his
attention. In addition, however, to any House-
governor, T would earnestly récommend to the
attention of the Court of Contributors, the ap-
pointment of Visitors to the Infirmary, who shall
not only have the privilege, but whe will actually
perform the duty of visiting all the wards of the
house, at whatever time, or in whatever manner
they shall judge proper, that do not interfere
with the medical arrangements of the Institu-
tion, Without these Visitors, the Contributors
can have no seeurity against the recurrence of
the evils which are proved to have existed in
the Royal Infirmary,

T am sorry that I cannot give full eredit to
the assertion so broadly stated in the first son-
tence of the last article of that very injudicious
and improper Note, in the analysis of which I
have already detained you so long; because I
can find no proof that the measure of & House-
Governor, in particular, was ever thought of by
the Managers before they received that very un-
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pleasant, but faithful representation, from the
Clerks, of the internal state of the Infirmary,
which was given in to them on the Tth of July,
1817 and because 1 believe that the principal
intention of a House-Governor, though this is
not avowed by the Managers, was to guard
against the possibility of such representations
ever being made to them again through that
department of the Infirmary.

Neither do I think it necessary to correct the
mis-statements, or to repel the insinuations, in
the latter part of this Note; for 1 feel assured,
that though you may pity, you can never BYTN-
pathise with the mistaken and irritated feelings
which have led to the expression of the senti.
ments it eontains, The Court of Contributors,
in executing their duty to the poor and to the
public, cannot but form a proper estimate of the
mieritorious exertions of the benevolent and truly
respectable persons who have undertaken, and
discharged so faithfully and impartially, the pain-
ful duty of enquiring into, and reporting upon,
the late defective state of the internal economy
of the Infirmary ; a labour which, I trust, cannot
fail to procure for them the cordial approbation
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of the publie. And T may be permitted to hope,
that it will niot be forgotten, that the benefits
whieh have resulted, or may-result; to the poor
from the late exiquiry, owe their origin chiefly
to the henevalent exertions of some persons be-
longing to the respectable Society of Friends.

I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,

With all respect,

A siNcere WELL-WISHER,
Axp oL CoNTRIBUTOR,

To TnE Roval INFimmMany.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tne Author of the following Letter is fully
aware of the well-founded prejudice which ex-
ists with regard to anenymeus publication, and
his name certainly should not have been with-
held, could he 'unugillo it would have added any
weight to that side of the question, respect-
ing the late Inquiry into the State of the Royal
Infirmary, which he has felt himself compelled,
by an imperious sense of duty, to adopt. But,
in delivering his opinions with the freedom
which the nature of the subject seemed to him
to require, he is conscious that he has endeavour-
ed to avoid every thing which might give of-
fenee to those connected with the management
of that Institution ; and he trusts, that he has,
in no respect, expm'\sed himself di.ﬂ'cr{_'nll_\' from:
what he would have done, had he judged it pro-

per to subscribe his name to this, or to his former

Letter.
Ta the Second Edition of his former Letter,
4
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the author annexed the Note of the Managers,
in order that the reader might have an opportu-
nity of referring readily to it. For the same
repson he has added to this Letter the Report of
the Committee, and the Reported Speech of the
Lord President, together with the Resolutions
of the General Meeting of the Court of Contri-
butors on the 30th of March. The reprinting
of these documents, so necessary for the illustra-
tion of his statements and reasoning, by excit-
g a euriosity to sce the Minutes of Evidence
upon which they are founded, must, he con-
eeives, tend to promote, rather than to injure
the sale of that ublication ; and as a proof that
it is the g{uud of the Infirmary, and not the de-
sire of private gain, which has led him to re-
print these documents, he begs leave to state,
that the profits arising from the sale of his Let-
ters, {if there should be any) shall be faithfully
made over to the funds of the Royal Infinmary.
Whatever, therefore, the intentions of the Ma.
nagers may have been in entering the Minutes
of Evidence at Stationer's Hall, the author
trusts, that in re-printing the documents he has

annexed, which have already ap‘[n.'ured in the
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* Caledonian Mercury” Newspaper, he invades
no right, and injures no interest, by disregard-
ing the threat held out in the following letter :

(cory.)
10, Lornox-StaecT,
Edinburgh, 200k April, 1815.
S,

On the part of the Managers of the Royal Infinnary, 1
have to inform you, that the Report of the Committee of
Contributors to the Royal Infirmary, with the relative Fvi-
dence, &c. taken before that Committee, were regularly en-
tered at Stationer's Hall on the Gth current.

Observing from the Courant of Satarday, the 18th cur-
rent, that you advertise the above Report, to be annexed to
a Letter to be immediately published and sold by you, 1
beg to intimate to you, that if such publication takes place
it will be at your peril.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
{Signed) Avex. Boswerr, W, 5,
Clerk to the Incorparation.

Mr Joun Ropenrsox, Booksellor,
132, High-Street, Edinburgh,




LETTER, &

GENTLEMEX,

Wirs many of the other Inhabit-
ants of Edinburgh, I huil_ presumed to hope, that
the measures adopted by you at your late Meet-
ing, would have been such as to render all fur-
ther observations on the subject of the manage-
ment of the Royal Infirmary unneeessary, if not
improper. The perusal of the account which has
been given in the newspapers of the proceedings
of that Meeting, has led me, however, to form
a very different opinion ; and I should feel my-
self’ guilty of a dereliction of duty, in-a matter
involving so deeply the interests of the Sick
Poor, as the management of the Royal Infir-
mmary, were I to suffer these proceedings, and

A,
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the Resolutions voted by a great majority of the
Court of Contributors, to pass altogether without
remark or animadversion.

After having appointed aCommittee toenquire
into, and to report upon the state of the Infir-
mary ; after the very great pains which this Com-
mittee had bestowed upon the subject ; and after
the production of thie temperate and judicious
Report, which they had submitted to the consi-
deration of the Court of Contributors, it is with
astonishment I find this Court, specially appoint-
ed to receive, consider, approve, modify, or re-
ject that Report, passing over altogether the pro-
per business of the Meeting, and proceeding to
vote Resolutions, said « to rise out of, and to be
grounded upon the abile, intelligent, and valuahble
Report of the Committee;” but which every one,
who will take the trouble to read the Minutes of
Evidenee, must perceive are, in several essential
particulars, utterly irreconcilable with that Evi-
derice, and in direct opposition to the spirit and
statements of the Report of the Committee, to
whose suggestions, even the mover of the Reso-
lutions acknowledged, that the highest attention
was due on the part of the Managers of the
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Royal Tnfirmary. The short period that was
permitted to elapse between the printing of the'
Minutes of Evidence, and the passing of these
Tesolutions; the small number of copies of these
Minutes in circulation at the time of the Meet-
ing; together with the private acknowledgments
of many of the Voters, give good reason to be-
lieve, that only a very small proportion of those
who composed that Meeting could have had op-
portunity or time to read the Report of the
Comumittee, far less to consider the Minutes of
Evidence upon which that Report is founded.
The activity and success of the Managers and
their friends in procuring the attendance of
Contributors, and the readiness with which a
majority of these Contributors voted the Reso-
Tutions proposed to them, while they prove the
great influence which the Managers of the Royal
Infirmary possess over the minds and conduct
of their fellow-citizens, afford another proof
of that facility with which men can be brought
in a body to support measures and vote Resolu-
tions in public, to which, on deliberate considera-
tion in private, they would be very unwilling to
put their names.
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an.hl'.ng which took place at the thing
of the Court of Contributors seems to be more
unaccountable than the silence with which the
Committee suffered their Report to be set aside,
and allowed the very able and specious repre-
sentations of a Right Honourable Manager to
pass without remark or explanation. The Mem-
bers of the Committee, from the knowledge
lllc'y had acuired of the concerns of the Infic-
mary during their investigation, and from the
talents and habits of public speaking which many
of them possessed, were well able, I coneeive, to
have given such a statement of the palpable er-
rors committed in the past management of the
Royal Infirmary, as must have made many of
the Contributors hesitate at least before they
gave their assent to the Resolutions which were
submitted to them for their -approval. That
some one or other of the Committee did not
lq'i"'“ sueh a statement, has been matter of sur-
prise to their friends, and of regret to many a
sincere: well-wisher to the improvement and
prosperity of that Institution.

No one can approve more sincerely than I do
of the adoption of conciliatory Resolutions in
every thing that concerns the management of

Charitable Institutions. But in order that such
Resolutions could have been adopted with advan-
tage on the late occasion by those who take an
interest in the concerns of the Royal Infirmary,
it was mecessary that they should have been
founded on truth, and caleulated to promote the
permanent good of that Institution. In my ap-
prehension, the Resolutions of the Court of Con-
tributors, on the 30th of March, 1818, were la-
mentably defective in both these particulars.

The First Resolution, “ That the Meeting do
return thanks to the Committee for the great
zeal and attention with which they have con-
dueted this inquiry,” though it contains nothing
objectionable; is abundantly sparing of praise to
a Committee that had granted to the Managers
of the Infirmary the indulgence of being present
at its meetings, and had allowed them to exa-
mine and to eross-question the witnesses.  This
admission of the Managers to the meetings of
the Conmmmittee, which some have regarded as a
great and fundamental error, cértainly gave the
Committee a l'ig’llt to expect at least the praise
of eandour and impartiality.

The Second Resolution, = That the Meeting
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are happy to observe, that, after so anxious and
minute a serutiny, the Committee have not dis-
covered any abuse in the management of this
Hospital, and that such instances of inattention
a5 had accidentally crept in, had been discovered
by the Managers themselves,” consists of two
parts. For the sentiment contained in the first
of these, the Managers are, I believe, indebted,
though without acknowledgment, to my former
Letter; and certainly if by the term * abuse”
bemeant, * corrupt practice,” or peculation, none
such has been detected by the enquiry ; nor in-
deed do I believe that any such has ever been
suspected to exist in the management of the
Royal Infirmary. If, again, by the word “abuse”*
be meant, © bad custom,” “ unjust censure”
# yude reproach,” and “ contnmely,” I fear it will
be difficult, with the evidence before you, to
deny that such things have oceurred in the ma-
nagement of the Royal Infirmary.

The assertion, contained in the last part of the
second Resolution, seems liable to objection on
three separate grounds.—1st, It does not appear

* See Johmson's Dictionary.

i

to arise out of, nor to be founded wpon, the evi-

denee.—2dly, It is inconsistent with facts incon.

trovertibly established by that evidence; and,

Sdly, What is assumed as being true in this asser-

tion, is, from the nature of the case, impossible.

For the proofs which establish the validity of
the two first objections, 1. can with confidence
refer the Voters of the Resolutions to the Mi-

nutes of Evidence, and to the Report of your
Committee. They will not find, I believe, in
these documents, an example of inattention in
any department of the Infirmary, that had ever
been discovered, in the first instance, by a Ma-
nager; but they will find the Managers some-
times complaining of the superior Medical Offi-
cers, and sometimes blaming, and even censu-
ring the Clerks, for having eoncealed from them
inattentions, defects, and errors in the practical
details of the Infirmary, of the existence of which,
the most charitable supposition is to believe, the
Managers themselves were profoundly ignorant.
How, indeed, could it be otherwise ? for who, be-
fore the present inguiry took place, ever saw a
Manager in the Infirmary, except at the time of
the Monthly Meetings ? At this time, indeed,
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the two visiting angérs for the month, have
generally been observed gliding for a few mi-
nutes hastily along the Wards, properly arran-
ged for their reception, in order to qualify them-
selves to sign the Report required of them by the
bye-laws of the Incorporation. With the Porter
only in attendance, and having no interconrse at
these Meetings with the Medical Officers of the
Infirmary, it was inipossible for the Managers,
from the documents placed before them, to know
any thing of the Institution under their charge,
besides its expenditure, and the names and re-
commendations of those who were soliciting them
for the appointments of Clerks and Dressers.
Pretensions to any other kind of knowledge than
this on the part of the Managers, previous te the
Iate inquiry, will not easily be admitted by those
who know any thing of the past history or con-
cerns of the Royal Illﬁ.nnary; and the Minutes
of the Managers will best shew what discoveries
of inattentions, defects, or errors, have ever been
made of recorded by themaelves, in any of their
Monthly Visitations and Meetings.

The Third Resolution, “ That some of these
were actually rectified, and the rest in the course
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of being rectified by the Managers, before the
Committee wasappointed, or the inquiry thought
of;" would have required to have been voted with
many explanations and limitations, The de-
fects and errors that are proved to have exist-
ed in the internal economy of the Infirmary,
have been very properly reduced to three heads
by your Committee.—1st, * Those in the state of
the Hospital as to cleanliness, and other cireum-
stanees, in the domestic arrangement and econo-
my of the House, immediately connected with the
personal comfort of the Patients—adly, Those
in the state of the ordinary diet, as actually ad-
ministered, both as to its quality and its quantity ;
and, 3dly, Those in the general character and con-
duct of those subordinate attendants in the House,
to whose personal care and atténtion, in the ah-
sence of the Medical Officers, the paticnts are
principally intrusted.” Now, T should be glad to
be informed, which of the inattentions, defects,
and errors, proved to have existed for & series of
years in these threepoints so essential to the proper
management of the Infirmary, had been actually
rectified, or were in the ¢ourse of being so, be-
fore the commencerient of the inguiry, instituted
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an theTth July, 1817. The Diet at that time, and
for a considerable period afterwards, is proved
tor have heen extremely defective, both in quan-
tity and quality; the state of the Sheets and
Bedding is proved also to have been disgust-
ingly filthy; and a great proportion of the
Nurses, the Managers themselves admit, are
still of the very worst description. That publie
inquiry took place, and that a Committee was
appointed to report upon the internal state of
the Infirmary, are oceurrences for which the
Managers have themselyves solely to blame 3
for this Committee and its inquiry owed their
origin to that most ungracious reception which
was given by the Managers to the Statement of
the Clerks ; to the unwillingness on the part of
the Managers, to acknowledge the existence of
the gross defrets and negligences, notoriously
prevailing in the department of the Matron and
Nurses; and to the aversion which the Mana-
mers manifested to suffer any thing like interfe-
rence in the domestie concerns of the Infirmary,
even by those who for a long time had benevo-
lently eontributed to the support of the-Insti-
ution. If instead of attempting to controvert
a
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the information given in to them by the Clerks ;
of resisting the friendly hints of some well-
wishers to the Institution ; and of defending the
very improper conduet of the Matron, and ma-
king themselves parties in her practical errors,
the Managers had heartily, and at onee correct-
ed, as they easily could, and have since in some
degree done, the defects which were peinted out
to them by the Clerks, in the Dict and Bedding
of the Hospital, no one, I am convinced, would
bave been found to propose, support, or carry
on the late inquiry. The Friends of the Ma-
niygers, therefore, should have contented them-
selves, at the late meeting, with resting their de-
fence of the Managers where the Committee had
50 properly placed it, in their ignoranee of the in-
ternal state of the Hospital, and of the defeets
which existed in its Food and Bedding, as well as
of! the conduct of the Nurses; for the public
will assuredly never sustain any other apology
for those numerous gross defects and palpable
errors that are proved to have existed for a se-
ries of years in these three essential points ef do-
mestic economy in the management of the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh,
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After a repeated perusal of the Fourth Reso-
lution, “That the Meeting are, therefore, of opi-
nion, that it is quite winecessary to give any re-
commendations to the Managers on the subject,
and resolve,—That the cordial thanks of the
Meeting be offered to the Managers for their
uniform and zealous attention to the interests of
the charity, assuring them, at' the same time,
that the Meeting place the fullest reliznce hoth
on their diligence to -discover, and on their
zeal to rectify, any eccasional defects which may
possibly, from time to time; oveur in the ma-
nagement of so great an istablishment,” T am
at a loss to understand ‘what is meant by the
opinion expressed in the first clause of this
Resolution.  Your Committee had presumed to
suggest various subjects of improvement in the
management of the Infirmary, for the consi-
deration of the Managers, the adoption of which
they had reason to believe would have heen
recommended at least, if not enjoined by you.
Even the Mover of the Resolutions had stated
it to be his opinion, that these suggestions were
entitled to the highest attention on the part
of the Managers. Are we to understand, that
his own private opinion, so just in itself, and so
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properly expressed, was at variance with the
Resolutions which were put into his hands, and
which he had been requested to submit to you
for your approval; or can a new light upon this
subject have broken in upon his mind, between
the time of his stating his opinion of the value
of the Tteport, and the degree of attention due
to the suggestions of the Committee, and that of
his reading to you this part of the 4th Resolu-
tion 2 The recommendations alluded. to could,
T eonceive, have been unneesssary only in one of
two ways: either because you were satisfied
that all the defeets formerly existing in the ma-
nagement of the Infirmary, had been remedied,
or becanse you deemed it sufficient that the Ma-
nagers had shewn a disposition to rectify them,
by taking them into their consideration. It must
be granted, that several very flagrant defects in the
management of that Institution have been recti-
fied ; but, notwithstanding the late sctivity of
the Managers, many still remain to animate the
zeal, and to exercise the diligence, of these Gen-
tlemen.

Every: one must approve of the disposition
which the Managers have of late shewn, and
of the efforts which they have made, to bet-
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ter the condition of the Sick Poor admitted
into the Infirmary 1 but how far the manifest-
ation of & good disposition can render the re-
commendation of duty unnecessary 3 and whe-
ther, without proofs of the willingness of the
Managers to adopt the suggestions of your Com-
mittee, you were justifiable in withholding your
recommendation of these suggestions, are points
which T will not pretend to determine. T wish
that some of the Reverend and very Vociferous
Friends of the Managers, instead of attempting to
ery down, as they did, o man certainly not their
inferior in piety and charity, in talents or in learmn-
ing, and whose superior knowledge of the sub-
ject in question demanded their respect and
the sttention of the Court of Contributors, had
spoken to these points, which they must under-
stand so much better than T do. And T wish
also that these Gentlemen, whose peculiar fune-
tion it is to recommend duty as well as to adni-
wister reproof for the neglect of it, had explained
to the Meeting, what degree of perfection in
wirtue ean place any class of men, and more es-
pecially the Managers of the Royal Infirmary,
in the predicament in which they stood, heyond
the necessity of being admonished of their duty.

15

Had the word “ present” been introduced in
place of “ uniform,” in the second; and before
“ diligence," in the last clause of the 4th Reso.
lution ; and had * at present” been added after
* this Hospital,” in the last Resolution, which
states, © That this Meeting feel themselves call-
e upon to declare that this Hospital well de-
serves the confidenee ond support of the Public,”
I should have had great pleasure in giving my
sineere and warmest vote of thanks to the Ma-
nagers, and in recommending the Infirmary to
the confidence and support of the Public. But
we must remember that the zeal of the Ma-
nagers has in it at present something of the
Pleasure of novelty, and that when this impres.
sion wears off, there may be a danger of their
relapsing into their former state of ignorance
and security. This is another point, concern-
ing which I should have wished to have had the
opinion of the Reverend Friends of the Mana-
gers, because T know they are great advecates
for moderation in zeal, and approve only of the
exercise of that which is according to knowledge.
I it would not be considered as trespassing on
the provinee of these Gentlemen, or anticipating &
duty which they may wish to perform themselves,
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1 wonld beg leave still to recommend the sug-
gestions of your Committee to the most serious
attention of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary.
They may be assured that they will never again
receive advice delivered with more mildness, or
advice, the adoption of which is better caleula-
ted to procure for them the blessings of the poor,
and the good will and approbation of benevolent
minds, than that which is conveyed to them in
these suggestions. If they reject it, they will
have themselves to blame, should the Inhabitants
of Edinburgh withdraw their subscriptions from
the Tnfirmary, and seek to establish an Hospital
for the Sick Poor more immediately under their
own superintendance and eontroul.

That Resolutions so inconsistent with the Re-
port of your Committee, and containing so many
assertions capable of being disproved by the Evi-
dence, should have been passed by a great majo-
rity of the respectable body of men whose names
apyiear in the newspapers, as having been present
at the Meeting of the Court of Contributors,
ean be accounted for only, I conceive, by the
great personal influence of the Managers,—hy
the ignorance of those who voted for these Re-
solutions of the evidence on which they were
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said to be founded,—and by the effect produced
upon the Meeting by the very -plausible state.
ments and eloquent speech-of a Right Honoura-
ble Manager.

I have to regret that I have not had it in
my power to judge of the merits of that specch,
except from the necessarily imperfect sketch
which has been given of it in the newspapers.
As there are, however, many positions in the re-.
ported speech which are at variance with the
opinions I have expressed in my former Letter,
and which seem to be at varianee with the evi-
dence before you, I trust I may be permitted,
with all deference for the rank, abilities, and in-
formation of the Right Honourable Manager, to
state some of the more material points on which:
my sentiments still differ from those-which are
stated to have been delivered by him in the
meeting of the Court of Contributors.

Few, 1 believe, will be disposed to'concur with
the Right Honourable Manager in the opinion
which he is reported to have ‘expressed respect-
ing the injurious effects of public discussion on
the management and condition of Charitable In-
stitutions ; and no one who has read the Minutes
of Evidence, and the Report’of vour Commit-

B
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tee, and who has learned from them what the
precise state of the Infirmary was as to Diet
and Cleanliness, previous to the 7th July, 1817,
compared with what it is at present, can doubt
for a moment of how much utility public discus-
sion has already been to this Institution.

Tt was the opinion of your Committee, found-
ed on the evidence of several Medical Gentlemen,
some of them long connected with the Infirmary,®
that the communication between the Medical
Officers and Managers of that Institution, is by
no means so easy, direct, and frequent as it
ought to be; and it is obvious that the evils
which are proved to have existed in the internal
condition of the Infirmary, were all of such a na-
ture as could not pm;sibl}‘ have oecurred, or have
been permitted to exist, under a free and proper
intercourse between these two bodies. It is some-
what surprising that the Right Honourable Ma-
nager should have been 12 or 14 years in the go-
vernment of that Charity, without having per-
ceived this want of communication to have been
a great defect in the constitution of the Infirma-
ry, and without having been told that the Medi-

® Sep Evidence of Mr Russel in Minates of Evidence, p. 59.
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cal Officers had been often heard to express their
dissatisfaction at the situation in which they
stand in relation to the Managers, and at the ro-
sult of the communications which they have
sometimes been induced to make to that body.
The Right Honourable Manager has not stated
that he ever saw the Medical Officers of the In-
firmary, as a body, in free communication with
its Managers ; and T doubt much whether these
Offficers, certainly the best qualified, from their
situation, to give information and advice, have,
for a long period, been consulted on any thing
connected with the management of that Institu-
tion. It is seen, from the evidence indeed, that
some of these Officers were sometimes consulted,
and are stated to have been upon a particular oc-
casion “in affendance” upon the Managers,* and 1
believe that had the rest wished to approach the
Managers, and “knocked at the deor,” they would
have been admitted also, though it is somewhat
doubtful what the nature of their reception
might have been. This kind of intercourse, de-
pending entirely on the courtesy of the Mana-
gers, and more like that between menial ser-

<® See Extract of Minutes of the Managers, Minutes of
Evidence, p. 110




20

vants and their masters, than between those en-
gaged in discharging the duties of two distinet,
but equally important departments ina l'ubli(_:
Charity, is the very evil which has been so much
felt and complained of, and so far from proving
that a proper communication has subsisted,
proves directly the contrary. I have been at
some pains to inquire into this matter, and I
have reason to believe that there is not a medi-
cal Gentleman in Edinburgh, out of the manage-
ment of the Infirmary, who does not know the
aceuracy and feel the truth of the statement con-
tained from page 15th to page 17th of my for-
mer Letter. i

It is in vain to pretend, as the Right Honour-
able Manager has done, that a wish on the part
of the Managers to avoid g'n"mg aL_]di.tiulm]
trouble to the Medieal Officers, is the reason
why there has hitherto been little or no commu-
nieation between these two bodies. Will it be
zaid, that it was to save the Medical Officers
trouble that they have never been consulted in
the appointment of their Clerks and Dressers,
who assist them in performing their duties in
the Infirmary ; when it must be obvious that a
confidence in those who are to assist them, ari-
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sing from a knowledge of their character and
qualifications, must nat only be highly benefieial
to the Hospital, but of great importance to the
Medical Gentlemen themselves, by saving them
much anxiety and trouble? With the reeollection
of the appointment which took place not longer
ago than Monday the 13th April, 1818, will the
Managers of the Royal Infirmary venture te
allege, that they have ever had any other object
in view in this matter, than *to secure to them-
selves the unlimited and wneontrolled use of
their own vast influence, under the sole direction
of their own private favour 2" 1
It is true, that when the Medical Officers have
had any complaint to make, or improvement to
suggest, it must be in writing; but ean any
one believe, that this is for the reason given by
the Right Honourable Manager, when it is
known that no record whatever has been preser-
ved by the Managers of a very important written
Memorial, given in to them in 1811 by Drs
Hamilton and Spens, in which these gentlemen
pointed out many improvements that were ne-
cessary in the state of the Infirmary at that time,
nor of any steps that were taken by the Mana-
gers, in consequence of receiving that Memorial ?
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It would seem probable also, from the silence ob-
seived by your Committee, that they had not
discovered in the Minutes of the Managers the
Mentorial, by which the attention of the Mana-
grers wass called, in a particalar manner, to the sub-
ject of a Lock Hospital. And is it not alittle cu-
rions, that the written statement of the Clerks,
which has given rise to so much discussion, and
upon which the Managers themselves instituted
an inquiry, is not to be found in the Minutes of
that body ? After this, will it be believed that
memorials given in in writing must be entered
in the Records of the Hospital ?

It is not casy, from the report of this speech,
to conjeeture, what the ohjections are which the
Right Honourable Manager has to that part of
the Report of your Comnittee, which recom-
mends the reform of the great practical ervor
that has been committed in the perpetual re-
election of the same individuals to the manage-
ment of the Infirmary ; or what the circumstan-
ces may be, which he contemplates as prevent-
ing this recommendation from being overtaken,
There can be no doubt, however, that the prac-
tice alluded to is & violation of the spirit of the
Charter, as well as of the express terms of the
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bye laws; * and it cannot but be matter of sur-
prise, that this should have occurred in a body
of which the Right Honourable Gentleman, in
particular, is a member.  The total exclusion of
the Extraordinary Managers from the govern-
ment of the Infirmary, the perpetual re-election
of themselves by themselves to be Ordinary Ma-
nagers, and the great apparent imwillingness of
these Managers to admit of any change in this
mode of election, are all caleulated to create a
suspicion in the minds of the Public, that, how-
ever  laborious, unpleasing, or dangerons,” the
duties of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary
may be, there must be something in the office
which induces these Gentlemen ta cling to it
with as much avidity as if it were indeed a
“ ginecure.”

A picture has been drawn by the Right Ho-
nourable Manager of the condition of Patients
in the Royal Infirmary, much more disagreeable
than any representation that has ever been given
of it, even by those who have been accused of
exaggerating the defects of that House. * When
it was considered that the family consisted of 250

* Bee Statates of the Royal Infirmary, p. 51.
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Patients, who, from: the very nature of the Insti-
tution, must be supposed, as they really do, to
belong to the very lowest classes of society—
when it was considered that these were left to
the superintendance of 30 or 40 Nurses, selected
from among the most miserable of their sex, how
wis it to be expected that no cause of eomplaint
should ever creep into such an Institution?” 1
cannot subseribe to either part of this statement.
The Patients who enter the Infirmary are by no
means all of the very lowest classes of society ;
but are, many of them, respectable trades-peaple,
or people from the country, who resort to it;
not from absolute poverty, but from a wish to
obtain there the benefit of superior Medical ad-
vice and assistance ; and many of them, also, are
the servants of the best families in Edinburgh,
sent in by their masters.  Some of the Nurses
are bad, very bad, indeed; but I can assure
the Right Honourable Manager, that if he had
been fully acquainted with the state of the Infir:
mary, and the characters of the Nurses; he would
have known, that they do not all deserve that
character which he has given of them. One
is surprised to find it asserted, that no woman

will ever adopt thatline of life who can possibly
earn her bread in any other, since it is well
known - that, in Catholic countries, women of
every rank and eondition in life voluntarily de-
vote themselves to the serviee of the sick in hos-
pitals ; and since it is known, that, even in this
country, many women in the lower ranks of life
prefer, from feelings of humanity, and a natural
disposition to sympathise with those in distress,
attendance upon the sick to every other kind of
employment.  That superior wages would pro-
cure superior attendance, is a proposition, T be-
lieve, which hias never appeared dubious to any
one, except to the Managers of the Royal Infir:
wmary of Edinburgh, who, for a series of years,
seem to have resisted making any trials with re-
gard to this matter, so important to the welfire
and comfort of the Patients in that Institution;
A very slight acquaintance, however, with other
[[Ospitais in these k'lllgilunm, where the situation
and comforts of the Nurses are su perior to those
in: the Infirmary of Edinburgh, would have
taught them that it is not so difficult a matter

as they seem to imagine to * proeure Nurses
of a better description;,” than most of those who
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are at present employed in the service of that
Institution. I -canmot allow myself to believe
that the other sentiments expressed, and the
comparisons stated in the paragraph to which I
have alluded, were uttered hy the Righl Ho
nourable Manager, as they have been reported,
for they are sentiments and comparisons, not
only ungenerous to the other sex, but which be.
tray great ignorance of the good prineiples ins
herent in human nature. |

I have already expressed my opinion respect-
ing the injudicious nature of the comparison
that hps been attempted to be made, in the Note
of the Managers, of the Edinburgh Infirmary,
with other Civil Hospitals in Britain. The al-
Tusion that has been made b}' the Righl Ho-
nourable Manager to the Naval Hospital in Ply-

mouth, inferior, I believe, to none in Europe,

except the Haslar at Portsmouth, is, in my opi.
nion; E:[lmll_\' inju{]icinua 1 doubt whether any
of those who have bad the immediate charge of
Naval and Military Hospitals, will assent to the
oPiniLms S0 umlidl_'ntl:,' delivered n:'_';pect'lng the
superiority of tile to wooden floors in Hospitals,
To dry speedily is undoubtedly an advantage,

0

but it does not from this follow, that even the
tile floors of an Hospital should be often washe
ed. . This practice has been prohibited, I have
been informed, in Military Hospitals, and the
enstom denominated * pernicions.”

1 agree in some measure with the opinion ex-
pressed by the Right Honourable Manager re-
specting ‘the use of knives and forks in the In-
firmary. - Provided that the meat to be caten is
supplied in due quantity, and of a proper quali-
ty, the luxury of a knife and fork to each person
will not afford, I believe, much additional grati-
fication to the greater part of the patients ad-
mitted into that Institution. There ought, how.
ever, to be a few knives and forks in every ward
of the Infirmary, and there must be something
materially wrong in that part of the domestic
arrangement that permits these to be casily sto-
Ten.  But it will be remembered, that it was the
slovénly and improper manmer of administering
the food, which was found fault with, and which
is proved to have existed, and that the com.
plaint, with regard to the want of utensils, was
not confined to that of knives and forks alone,
but extended also to the want of spoons and
plates, articles still more necessary to a due de-
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gree ‘of comfort in the meals of the patients.®
The confession now, that these articles were
not supplied to the patients in the Infirmary,
contrasts strangely with the surprise of ane-
ther Manager, at the Meeting of the Court of
Contributors, on the #th January, 1818, on its
being alleged that every patient in the Infir-
mary was not supplied with a plate.t These
defects, T am glad to hear, have, since the
Meeting in January, been, in a considerable de-
gree, remedied, and T am satisfied they never
could have existed had any of the Managers
been in the habit of visiting the Hospital at the
time of meals, or had they taken an npp-urtlmi:,y
of seeing the food of the patients, or of ohﬁe'n‘ing
the manner in which it was served out and con-
sumed.

It is curious to observe the manner in which
the Right Honourable Manager has attempt-
ed to gloss over the wvery filthy state of the
sheets in particular, that is proved to have ex-
isted in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh,

even for several years previous to the coms

* Mr Gillespic"s Evid. Minutes, p. 17, 18. ; and Dr Beil-
br's, p. 20

t+ See Proceedings of Court of Contributors, as reported in
Seotsman newspaper of 10th Janwary, 1818
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ntencement of the late investigation.  OF what
importance could it be to the patients in the
Infirmary, who were allowed to lie without
sheets, or in. sheets extremely dirty, and whe
were found to be many of them in sheets and
blankets, that were seldom, if ever changed, to be
told that the Managers had, as early as the sum-
mer of 1816, taken this matter into their consi-
deration, or that the Right Honourable Manager
had procured, for the inspection and considera-
tion of the Managers, the model of o drying ma-
chine ? The Statement given in by the Clerks,
upon the Tth July, 1817, proves, in an undeni-
able manner, that however long this matter may
have been under the consideration of the Mana-
gers, no improvement whatever had been made
at that time in the state of the Bedding in the
Infirmary,—a state which had become matter of
notoriety to every student attending there ; but
more particularly to a very numerous cliss of
Naval and Military Surgeons, who may be con-
sidered as tolerably good judges of such matters,
many of them having themselves had the charge
of Hespitals,

Nothing can illustrate better the difference
which exists between poctical description and

8
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pliin matter of fact, than that part of the Right
Honourable Manager's speech, which relates to
the washing of the linen of the Infirmary. The
very filthy state in which many of the sheets,
washed in the country, are proved to have been
when first put on the beds of the patients, might
have satisfied a mind less serupulous in these
matters than that of the Right Honourable Ma-
nager, that there is very little danger to he ap-
prehended, that, by the establishment of a wash-
ing machine in the Infirmary, the patients will
have any reason to complain of the loss of the
“caller smell of & country bleachfield ;™ tut if this
consideration is not sufficient to remove his
doubts upon that head, T am sure they cantot
exist, after he has been informed of the particu-
lar manner in which the linen of the Infirmary
was actually washed and bleached in the coun-
try. I have good anthority for stating, that, in-
stead of being * bleached on the gowany brae,
and beetled in the bumn,” the sheets of the Infir-
mary were put into a plash-mill, with eold wa-
ter, “ there fretting in their own grease;” and
that neither hot water, soap, ashes, nor alkalies of
any kind, were nsed, except on very particular
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oecasions ; that they were required to be return-
ed in forty-eight hours after being sent out of
the Infirmary ; and that the price paid for this
operation, on each pair, was firo-pence.

The statement, with regard to the number of
blankets washed in 1817, is very satisfactory ;
but it would have been agreeable to know how
many of these had been washed hefore July of
that year. The present state of the bedding is
such, T am informed, as to meet with the appro-
bation of all who visit the Hospital ; and it is
to be hoped, that the lesson which the Managers
have received upon this point, will, in future, in-
sure due attention on their part to a matter of so
much importance to' the eredit, comfort, and
healthiness of the Institution.

It is impossible, I conceive, that the paragraph
beginning with the words, ** And now with:re-
spect to the period at which this business was
agitated,” can give an aceurate account of the
opinions delivered by the Right Honourable
Manager, respecting either the time or cireum-
stances in which the Statement of the Clerks
was made, or of the motives in which that State-
ment eriginated, because I know that this part
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of the Right Honourable Manager's speech; as

reported, is a continued series of errors and rhis- !

apprehensions.

That thedangerous illness of an only daughter
should have otcupied much of the attention of the
late Matron, ahout the period at which the State-
ment was given in by the Clerks, is most natural;
but thissurely cin never beadmitted as an apolo-
gy for’ the very dirty and slovenly state of the
Haospital, which is proved to have existed for a
long time previous to this period, or for the igne-
fance in which the Managers seem to have been
of that state.  No person could conceive that
the Managers siould have interposed their au-
thority to prevent the Matron from visiting her
dying child, but it was surely their duty to take
care that no inconvenience or injury should ac-
erue to the Infirmary from: Mrs Montgomery’s
necessary atfendance on her daughter. . Because
Mrs Mantgomery's daughter. was. dangerously
ill, were 250 people, many of whom: might also
be: on their death-beds, to be deprived of the
benefits which the public intended they shoukd
receive; by their admission into the Raoyal Infir-
mary? The evils which are allowed to have ari-
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sen to the Institution, from Mrs Montgomery's

“very matural and proper attendance upon her

daughter, may point out to the Managers the
propriety of the first Regulation with regard to
the Matron, to be found in the printed Statutes,
which direets, that * The Matron of the House
shall be unmarried, without a family, and eapa-
ble of keeping aecompts ;7 * a Regulation which
appears to have been infringed, by Mrs Montgo-
mery's appointment to that office. But with re-
gard to the period at which this Statement was
made, could any time call more for strict attention
to eleanliness in un Hospital, than that in which
a contagious and dangerous disease is acknow-
ledged by the Managers to have made its ap.
pearance? Or can any person, who knows any
thing of the character of the Clerks, suffer him-
self to believe, that they could wish to add to
Mrs Montgomery's distress, by bringing forward
their Representation at the time it was given in?

1 have reason to believe, that the Members of
the Society for the relief of the Destitute Sick,
will be mot a little surprised at the account
which has been given by the Right Honourable

* Statutes of the Infirmary, p. 50
o]
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Manager, of the time when, and the manuer in
which their deputation was received, orto hear
of a cordial disposition having existed ow the part
of the Mamag[-rs of the Inljrmnr}‘ to co-operate
with that/Seciety, in endeavouring to arrest the
progress of the Contagion of Fever; and they
cannot be less surprised at the account which the
Right Honourable Manager has given, of the
circumstances which gave rise to the fitting up of
Queensberry House, and: the time of its being
opened for the reception of fever patients.. Is it
possible that the Right Honourable Manager
conld have been ignorant, that there was no unu-
sual influx of patients into the Infirmary in the
menth of July, 1817 * that the deputation from
the: Society for the relief of the Destitute Sick,
wag in Octobeér, not in July; that Queensberry
House was/mot opened till the month of Febru-
ary, 18185; and that this Tospital was obtained,
not in consequence of a Statement made by the
Soeiety to the Managers, but by the unwearied
and repeated application of that Society to the
Lord Provost and Magistrates ? The Managers
of the Infirmary best know whether they ever

* Zee Table in Minites of Evidence, . 128.
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seconded the Society inany of these applications
It is curious, also, in reading the statement of
the Right Henourable Manager, to recollect,
tht: I,m:g after the commencement of the present
contagious Epidemie, considerable pains weré ta-

Ken by various individials, and even by Managers
of the Hoyal Infirmary, to persuade the Inhabi-
tants of Edinburgh, that the reports of its preva®
lence, which hiad been made through the medi-
um of the periodical Journals, were unfounded §
and that the efforts of the Society for the Relief
of the Destitute Sick, in relation to this Fever,
weré not only unnecessary, but calculated to do
mischief, by exciting alarm.

The Statement of the Clerks was given in in
July; 18175 and it is difficalt to coneelve how
the increased influx of patients into the Infirm-
ary during the following winter, or how the fit-
ting up of 70 beds in Queensberry House; in
January, 1818, should have produecd any scar-
city of sheets or bedding in the Royal Infirmary
previous to July, 1817. In poimt of fact, it is
agrecable to know; that neither any scarcity nor
irregularity with regard to the matters in ques-
tiom, have been observed to oceur ini the prac-
tice of the Royal Infirmary, since the commenge-
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ment of the labours of your Committee in the
beginning of January, 1818.

It had been asserted by the Clerks,  that it
appears from the testimony of several of the
Nurses, that the beds of the Fever Wards circu.
Iate indiscriminately throngh the whole House ;"
and it is added by the Clerks, that, “ during the
last five months, several patients, originally afe
fected with local diseases, were attacked, after
admission, with continued fever, which in some
cases ;Jm\re_d fatal ;" * and these assertions were
supported by the discovery, in a particular in-
stance, of a bed having been brought from the
Fever Ward to a patient admitted into the Sur-
gieal Ward.+ This account, which had been gi-
ven by the Nurses to the Clerks, than which, I
believe, none was ever better founded, has not
hitherto been attempted to be disproved by any
other kind of evidence, besides the statements
obtained by the Managers from the Nurses, con-
tradictory to those which they had given two
months before to the Clerks, and hy the nega-
tive declaration of one of the Physicians, that he

* Statervent of the Clerks in Minugtes gt‘Eu—iﬂ'mm, - 101,
+ Minutes of Evidence, p. 75 4
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Tiad not known fever communicated in that Hos-

pital by the bedding. It may be that the atten-

tion of this very respectable person had not been

so much directed as it ought to have been to

this point; but T feel confident, that even hie

will not affirm, that fevér has not oceasionally

been commmunicated in this marner to patients
in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. Ior
t6 say nothing of the communication of this
disease, from one patient to another in the Me-
dical and Clinical Wards, how otherwise can
we account for the very great number of pa-
tients who have been affected with Typhus in
the Surgical Wards, during ‘the prevalence of
the present Epidemic? This disease is under-
stood to require for its production the applica-
tion of a specific poison, and this poison must
have been communicated to the Surgical pati-
ents, T coneeive, if not by the bedding of the
Infirmary, by too free a communication with pa-
tients in other parts of the House. T shall leave
it to the Right Honourable Manager to recon-
cile as he best can, his reprobation of the eon-
duct of the Clerks, on the subject of the fever
bedding, with the praise which he has bestowed
upon the vigilance and attention of the Medical
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Person on duty, who, on a particular cceasion,
detected the indiseriminate use of the bedding
practised in the Infirmary, and who, the Right
IHonourable Manager might have seen from the
Evidence, was no other than one of those Clerks
themselves.® It eould not have failed to be ex-
tremely agreeable to the Court of Contributors
to have been assured by the Right Honourable
Manager, that pains were' even then taken to
separate the fever from the other bedding of the
Tnfirmary, and also that precautions were used
by the Managers to prevent the danger which
formerly existed of fever being sent out of that
House to different parts of the Town, by mearis
of the unwashed and unpurified body-clothes of
fever paticnts.  Indeed there seems, from the
Minutes of Evidence, but too mueh reason to
believe, that the four Clerks, whose conduct has
been so strongly reprobated by the Right Ho-
nourable Manager;, were the first persons con-
nected with the Royal Infirmary who had ever
given particular attention to the important sub-
joct of the management of the fever bedding in
that Hospital. Had it been otherwise; it is dif-

* Mitnates of Evidénce, p. 75.
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ficult to conceive, why; in a point which eon-

verned so nearly the proper domestic manage-

mient of that Institution, the Managers should

have contented themselves with  endeavouring
to -controvert, by the contradictory evidence of
the Nurses, the statement of the Clerks, instead
of having adduced proofs to show that pains Tiad
actunlly been: taken in the Infirmary to sepurate
the fever from the other bedding of - the House.
1 am convineed, that had the Right Honourable
Manager been'in the slightest degree acquainted.
with the state of the bedding of the Infirmary, or
knowen how much the disposal of it was intrusted
to careless and drunken Nurses, he would never
have applied that epithet which he has done to the
assertion of the Clerks, but must have perceived
that the word * villainous,” if it was to be used,
could with propriety be applied only either to
the state of the bedding, or to its disposal in
that House. ?

I trust the public will not think it necessary
for.me to take notiee of the insinuations in which
the Right Honourable Manager has so freely
indulged himself; with regard to the motives by
awhich he supposes the Clerks to have becn actu-
ated in the Representation which they made to
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the Managers, unless to express my belief that
they are totally groundless. This is a matter
which must be left to the feelings of the Clerks
themselves. But whatever their motives may
have been, these motives surely could not have
produced that deplorable state of the internal eco-
nomy of the Royal Infirmary, which is proved to
have existed at and before the time at which their
Representation was drawn up and submitted to
the consideration of the Managers. In reference
to the Clerks, however, T cannot allow this oppo-
tinity to pass without stating, that thoughThave
not the pleasure to be particularly acquainted
with any of these Gentlemen, yet, from all I have
been able to learn upon inquiry, 1 am satisfied
that they are regarded by their friends as young
men of the utmost veracity, and, in every respect,
of the most strict moral prineiples and eonduet ;
and I doubt whether, in the situation which they
held in the Infirmary, a stronger proof of their in.
tegrity could have been afforded than was given
in their yielding as they did to the impulse of hu-
manity, and in their being impelled, by a sense
of duty, to make that Representation which has
brought upon them the disapprobation and ob-
foquy of the Managers of that Institution, A little
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more experience of the world than these young
men seem to have possessed, would have taught
them the difficulty of the enterprise in which they
were about to engage, and the truth of the ob-
servation, that * it is an undertaking of somne
degree of delicacy to examihe into the cause of
public disorders. ~ If a man happens not to suc-
eeed in such an enquiry, he will be thought weak
and visionary ; if he touches the true grievance;
there is a danger that he may come near to pers
sons of weight and consequence, who will rather
be exasperated at this discovery of their errors,

+ than thankful for the oceasion of correcting

them.” I trust, however, that these young men
will not allow the truth of this observation, dis-
covering in its author so profound a knowledge
of human natuve, to influence théir future con:
duct, and the more so, as they have already had
their reward in ‘the important improvements
which have been made in the condition and
comforts of the patients in the Royal Infirmary,
The satisfaction they must have received fron
the knowledge of this, should niore than coni-
pensate to them for any disappointment or chag-
rin they may have formerly felt from the cen
sure, or, more recently, from the accusations, of
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the Right Honourable Manager. . I leave it to
the Right Honourable Manager himself to con-
sider, how: fiir, upon reflection, he ean approve
of the use which he has made of the authority
of his name, and of his great influence with
the inhabitants of Edinburgh, to depreciate the
characters, and to stigmatise with'the epithets
he is reported to have employed, the conduet
of four young men, who, to every impartial
person, must appear: to have been actuated by
the most upright principles, and purest motives:
in the Representation which they felt it to be
their duty to make tothe Managers of the Royal
Infirmary of the state of that House on the Tth
July, 1817,

In my former Letter, page.Gih and 7th, I had
said, © Instead of summoning, as might have na.
turally been expected,. the - Clerks into their
presence,, and proceeding with them directly to
inspect the Wards of the Infirmary, they (the
Managers,) appoint a Committeg,"&e. In answer
to this, I find; the remark termed a mistake, amd
it stated by the Right Honourable Manager,
that the Managers did not separate till they had
examined  the bedding of some’ of the Wards
themeelves. It is not said, however, that they
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made any very particular inquiry into the state
of the bedding ﬁrtlleHnspitiﬂ during that visit, &
wisit, it deserves to be remarked, of which there
is/ o mention made; either in the Minittes of
Evidence, or in the Note of the Managers. That
the 'J‘Il'lllilg(‘m.!i]'lﬂllll‘.l have emitted. to mention
the result of their exdmination on that day, is
the: more singular, that they must have found;
had they inguired diito-it, the stateof the hed-
ding, with regurd to sheets in- particular, to have
been very much improved—better, indeed, than
usual on that day.  The troth is, that the Ma.
tron, having been aware that a complaint of
the state of the bedding was about to be made
to. the Managers by the Clerks, in order to
meet this complaint; had néw linen put upon the
beds on the day before the Mouthly Meeting of
the Managers, which was taken off again in the
course of the evening after that Meéeting, upon
pretence of having it marked or hemmed. ® That
Mirs Montgomery was capable of such’ conduct;
is, I'am’ afraid, but tool plain, from varions eir.
cumstances well known to the Clerks, some of

*% See Minutes of Evidence, P- 77, and Answers to Querics,
by Mr Glaver, in the former Leotter to the Contributors, p. 35,
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which are recorded in Evidence. The day of

the Monthly Meetings of the Managers was

known by the ‘washing and serubbing which

took place at an early hour in every part of the

House; by the clean coverlets that were put

upon some of the beds for the oecasion’y by the

comparatively good broth prepared for the Pa-

tients ; and by the pudding extraordinary that
was added to the dinner of the Clerks® Tt will
be seen, that when Sir William Forbes came to
the Infirmary on the 5th July, in consequence
of My 8ims’ request, to examine into the state of
the linen, that 6 of the beds out of the list of 9
or 10 that had been given by him to Sir Wil
linm Forbes, after his arrival in the Infirmary,
were allowed by Sir William to be certainly de-
fective, though the remainder did not appear to
be particularly objectionable.{ It is to be regret-
ted, that this benevolent Manager, instead of
waiting till he should have had it in his power
to visit the Hospital, in company with Mr Jar-
dine and Mr Wilson, had hot gone instantly
with Mr Sims and that he had not accepted of
Mr Sims' offer to point out to him the particy-

= Mimites of Evidence, p. 3% fidp 1.

far beds which he considered as defective, be-
cause it is averred by Mr Sims, that those gen-
tlemen did not visit the Hospital before several
c]langus had been made in the beds, and a consi-
derable amendment made on the dinner, as sta-
ted by the Patients.*  The beds alluded to are
stated to have been chiefly in the Surgical Wards,
and it may be remarked, in corroboration of the
assertion with regard to the general state of the
bedding in these wards, that, when Mr Law,
about a year and a half ago, made a survey of
the beds, chiefly in the Men's Surgical Wards,
along with Mr Wishart, it appeared to him that
one-half of the sheets were not in the clean state
they ought to be ; and this defect appeared 1o
proceed in part from their having been too long
an the beds, and in part from being ill washed.{
Mr Law states, that in his intercourse with the
Matron, she seemed to him to indicate a wish
to be over civil to him 3§ and Mr Gillespie also

states, that when he was in use, shout two years
before the inquiry took place, to mention defects
fo the Matron, she seemed to wish that he should

v " Mr Sims’ Letter in Minutes of Evidence, p. 105,
t Minutes of Evidence, p. 11. 1 Ihid. p. 13
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ask those things as a favour, which he preféried
stating to her in the way of injunetion.* We'see
also, from the evidence of Dr Hamilton; that
when a Nurse was desired by him to be dismiss:
ed, on aeeount of her unfitness for her situation,
from dullness or stupidity, that the Matron, in-
stead of complying with his injunction, contents
ed herself with merely. transferring this Nurse
from a Medical into a Surgical Ward f It ap-
pears ulso, from the evidence of Mr Gillespie,
that on one oceasion, a4 Nurse was removed from
the Surgieal Ward to one of the Medical ones,
aguinst the express wish of the Surgeons, and
even though they made application in writing
for her being restored, it was not attended to;
and. that en another deeasion, when the Surgeons
requested a Nurse to be dismissed for drunken-
ness, the Matron removed the Nurse down stairs
to one of the Medical Wards.}  In another in-
stance, mentioned by Mr Welsh, a Nurse, who
had taken up a poker, and threatened to strike
a Patient in the Soldiers’ Fever Ward, was put
up to the Surgeons’ Ward ;§ and it will be seen,
from Mr Tweedie's evidence, that a Nurse, turn-

= Minntes of Evidence, po17. FHLp &
§ Idopo10. § Id. p. GL.
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ed off at Mr Law’s desire, on account of Provari-
cation, was readmitted 'three weeks afterwarda
by the Matron'* - We have'a proof of the same
disposition in the fact, that' the beef steaks and
broth prepared for the visit of the Extraordinary
Mansgers on the 84 January, 1818, were excel:
lent, while the broth the day after were such as
appeared to more than one Medical Gentleman
who tasted it, to afford an average specimen of
the bad qualities of the broth of the Infirmary.¢
The ‘miethod: which the Matron took  of ;'e-
venging herself upon the Clerks for the com:
plaints which they had ventured to malke with
regard to the food and hedding of the Patients,
and the very extriordinary manner in which
thiese. complaints were judged and disposed of

by Mr Wilson, ity - be seci by referring to
the 65th .pagé of the Minutes ‘of Evidénce,

That Gentleman; MriTardinie, and several of the
Managers; know well, that thiese complaints did
not -originate’ with the four'Clerks, who have
been alrendy so often alluded to; but that they

* Winutes of Eviderice, p. 32, : J

t See proceedings of the Court of Contribatats, as repore.
ed"u: the Seotaman Newspaper of Jauuary, Speeches of Sir
Willism Forbes, and Dr Stewart,

¥ Minutes of Evidence, p. 65

10
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had been somelimes expressed verbally, and
sometinies in’ writing, in the eotrse of the years
1814, 15, and 16; as may be still substantiated,
were it necessary, by several of the gentlemen
whe lived in the Infirmary as Clerks during
these years. It was quite consistent with the
knowledge of the four Clerks, that their prede-
cessors had often made; with the eoncurrence of
the Medical Officers, under whom' they acted,
representations, both verbal and written, respect-
ing ‘the food and bedding of the patients; and
that these representations had produced a slight,
though, in general, but temporary improvement.
But the liberty which Mrs Mantgemery is pro-
weil to have taken, without the knowledge, it
must be presumed at the time, either of the Ma-
nagers or Medical Officers of the Infirmary, of
diminishing the quantity of nutritious matter in
the food of the Patients, is, with me, the head
and front'of her offending ; and that she should
have been allowed to practise this so long, or
that, after it was discovered, attempts should
have been made to palliste or defend it, are to
me perfectly unaccountable.

T'shall not stop toenguire, how far the Miller's
suspicions, with regard to the presence of barley-
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meal in his pordidge, were well founded ; nor
avhat the precise state of the out-meal, or of the
imridp:c, was in the lnﬁmmr_\' at the time that
had given rise to this opinion in the mind of the
Miller : one thing, however, has heen establish-
wd, by evidence that is inecntrovertible, that the
quantity of meal allotted to five persons at the
fime this Miller was a patient in the Infirmary, is
at present consumed by three.® But there is sure-
Iy nothing in the Statement of the Clerks, with
regard to this man's evidence, that could warrant,
in the slightest degree, the insinuation that the
Miller’s assertion had = existed only in theirima-
ginatinn,"‘ Neither shall I enter into the ir ltlu]j"\‘.
how fir the tough parts of meat are sendered ten-

der by putrescence ; nor how fartainted ment may

be rendered tough by long boiling ; nor whether
the complaints of toughniess and putridity were
made by the same persons abiout the same piece
of meat 3 because it is enough for me to find it
recorded, . that of 104 ]‘E.Ti.l:‘lﬂ.:l-, 47 complained
that the meat was tough, in small guantity, and
eceasionally old and ]aul,ri.d;" while others affirm,

£ # Mingees of Evidence, i 46, dnd Tables, p. 125.0.
0
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that * the steaks were hard, tough, and bad smell-
ed ;"* because I find it also in evidence, that the
pieces of meat allotted for steaks to Patients
were frequently observed by the Medical Officers
to be very unfit for the purpose of being so used;
and because I have myself seen, since this in-
quiry commenced, a portion of meat which had
been allotted for a steak to a patient in the Infir-
mary, which consisted almost solely of skin and
membrane. It was such a portion of meat, I am
convineed, as never was served out for a steak in
any other Hospital in Dritain.

Of what consequence ean it be to the poor ad-
mitted into the Infirmary, or to the public of
Edinburgh, to be informed that the Diet of that
Hospital had been fixed forty or fifty years ago
by able Physicians ? since it is certain that, even
ift any Diet Tables had been formed, they had
long ceased to exist, and that their existence was
completely unknown to a succession of Matrons
and Medical Practitioners. It is not, T must re-
mind the Right Honourable Manager, by the ar-
ticles enumerated in the printed Statutes of the

* Statenent of the Clerks in Minutes of Evidence, p. 100,
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{nfirmary, without their quantity being fixed, or
by the quantity of some of these articles stated
to have been fixed in the private Diet Tables of
Dr Home, or of Iir Spens, that we can ever
judge of the sufficiency of the food which has
been actually supplied to Patients in the Infir-
mary. Tt would therefore have been highly gra-
tifying to the public, if; instead of being inform-
ed of the inferiority of the food in 5t Anne
Street, and of that of the farm-servants of a te-
nant on the estate of Granton, to the Full Diet
of the Royal Infirmary, the Right Honourable
Manager had been able to inform the Court of
Contributers, that either he or any of the other
Managers, had ever seen the vietuals served out
to the Patients in the Infirmary, and that this
comparison had, in all its parts, been founded
upon actual observation. - It has been proved in
evidenee, that the quantity of food supplied to
Patients in the Royal Infirmary, has had no fix-
ed relation to the number of Patients in that
House, and that this, as well as the quality, has
been changed according to the diseretion of the
Matrons. The very extraordinary liberties which
were taken in these matters by the late Mrs
Montgomery, have ended in bringing to open
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disclosure a variety of circumstances respecting
the food of patients in the Infirmary, which
were known to and regretted by most familics
in Edinburgh, who have ever had oceasion to re-
commend [poor persons, or to send their servants
to that House. Until these families, therefore,
can forget the frequent private demands that
have been made upon them for provisions by
those for swhom they had procured admission
into the Infirmary, it is in vain for the Right
Honourable Manager to boast of the “ fish, fow],
chicken, eggs, all kinds of fruits in their seasons,
nay, even grapes from the hot-house, in addition
to the usual allowance of the Infirmary,” that
are permitted by the Managers to be preseribed
by their Medical Officers. The cnumeration
which the Right Honourable Manager has
given of the luxuries of the table to be enjoyed
in the Royal Infirmary, reminds us of the story
of Schacabac ; and it will be fortunate for the pa-
tients who may have heard of these delicacies, if,
like s:-hﬂ.r:::l:ur;, they are ever feasted in reality
with these very things which hitherto they have
been entertained with only in imagination. 1
am quite aware that the articles which the Right
Honourable Manager has alluded to may be, and
2 t
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dceasionally are prescﬂbed by the Medical Offi-
cers of the Infirmary. But were this a general
practice, as one might be led, by the Right Hon-
ourable Manager's speech, to imagine, I should

not regurd it cither as a proof of good manage-

ment, ot of the sufficiency of the general diet of
the House, but of the L*Ollffnr)'. How far the

ordinary diet of the Infirmary can even at pre-
sent be considered as sufficient, notwithstanding
the improvements that have been made in it, in
eonsequence of the experiments of the learned
Professor of Chemistry, may be estimated from
the Table to be found at p. 129 of the Minutes
of Evidence. From an average taken of the
food eonsuined on the three last days of the
month of January 1818, in the Royal Infirmary,
it appears that the expense for the provisions for
ench individual, including Matrons, Apotheca.
ries, Clerks, Nurses, and Servants, as well as Pa-
tients, amounted to the sum nearly of fiee-pence
and owe farthing daily ; that, of this sum, four-
pence was for bread, meal, beer, and milk, and
that owe penny farthing was all that remained for
the expense of beef steaks, and of the meat, bar-
ley, groats, and potatoes, used for making the
broth, which, by 5o high an authority in these
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matters as the Professor of Chemistry, had beerns
declared to be “ palatable,” and “quite suitable” for
the ordinary broth of the Infirmary.* How far
it may be possible to detect by chemical agents
the presence of animal matter in such broth, I
lm}re it to the Professor of Chemistry to deter-
mine 3 but surely it need mot now excite any
astonishment, that, by the ordinary test of the
tongue, various individuals should not have been
able to detect the presence of animal matter in
the broth of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.
I agree with the Right Honourable Manager,
in the opinion, that the food of thie Patients should:
beregulated by the food which they had previous-
Iy been in the habit of taking at their own homes=-
but I eannot permit myself to- believe that th;
meal allotted for the porridge of eachi patient in
the Royal Infirmary, ought to have been nearly
one-half’ less in the year 1817, than that which-
we know is allotted in 1818, or that the quanti-
ty of meat used in making the broth of ihe Pa.
‘ti-e.ntf; in that House, should be so much less than-
it is in other similar Hospitals, Nor can I suffer
myself to believe that the practice which is proved

* Minutes of Evidencs, p. 91.
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to have existed in the Infirmary of Edinbargh, of
allowing the diet to be regulated in 5o great o de-
gree by the diseretion of the Matron, is one which
ought to have been permitted to exist, as it ap-
pears to have been, for a series of years, cither by
the Managers or the Medical Officers of that In-
stitution. I should be happy to learn that this
great defect was now remedied by the adoption
of Diet Tables, similar to those that are employ-
ed in other Hospitals. That Tables of this kind
should have been so long of being adopted and
enforced, is another proof of the tardiness with
which obvious improvements are introduced in-
to the practice of the Royal Infirmary of Edin-
burgh; or,in other words, of the length of time
which they must remain under the consideration
of its Managers.

It will be seen from the Tablesannexed to the
Minutes of Evidenee, that a most remarkable
diminution in the expence of the maintenance of
the Hospital took place the year after the ap-
pointment of the late Matron, and continued to
the eommencement of the present year.*  This
diminution is such as cannot be accounted for,

* Sog Minutes of Evidence, Tables, p. 116, 117
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without supposing that a great diminution find
also been made in the food ; a cireumstance which
enables us to perceive readily why this food of
late years should have been so very generally
complained of by the patients. This diminution.
in the expenditure for the provisions of the
House, could not fail to have attracted the no-
tice of the Managers; and it is singrular, that
they should not have been led to inquire into
the circumstances which enabled Mrs Montgoe-,
mery to nuintain the patients at so much less
expence than her predecessor. Can it be that
the Managers' admiration of Mrs Montgomery's
economy prevented them: from discovering the
seered of it, and aperated, at the same time, as an
encouragement to her to. persevere in. that mis.
taken parsimony which has given rise to the pre.,
sent inguiry 2
I am doubtful how far the public will admit,
as sufficient or proper, the :ipolﬁgy which the
Iight Honourable Gentleman has made for the,
Managers for the support whieh they eonceived
it to be necessary to give to the late Matron, in
the various disagreements which had existed be-
tween her and a succession of Clerks, relative to
the Food and Bedding of the Patients in the In-

firmary. Neither my acquaintance with human

nature in general, nor with Charitable Tnstitu-

tions in partieular, will allow me to believe in

the necessity of investing any individual in the

managerment of the Royal Infirmary with arbi-

trary and despotie power ; but if suzh power

must be lodged somewhere in that House, the
Matron surely is not the petson in whom it ought
to be vested, nor the Clerks the persons over
whom it ought to be exercised ; for no one ac-
quainted with the nature of the dutics of the
Clerks in the Infirmary, can suppose, for a mo-
ment, that it could be for the advantage of the
Hospital, that, in the performance of these duties
towards their patients, the Clerks should be in
any degree under the superintemdance and con-
troul of the Matron.  Aré we to understand, that
abeliefin the necessity of supporting the Matron
in the exercise of a despotic power, so distinetly
avowed by the Right Honournble M AnAger, was
the reason, why, in the disputes which oceurred
between that person and the Clerks, relative to
the Food and Bedding of the Paticnts, the Ma-
nagers should bave deemed it their duty, on alk
oceasions, to give the Matron their unqualified
support; and that it was to this absard and mis.
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taken principle of government, in the manage:
ment of the Royal Infirmary, that the welfare
and comforts of the Patients in that Institution,
were, in reality, sacrificed for a series of years

I cannot regard the explanation which the
Right Honourable Manager has given respect-
ing the Lock Ward, as at all satisfactory. The
great necessity which has ever existed for a Lock
Hospital in Edinburgh, does not arise, I must
inform the Right Honourable Managér, so much
from the presence of a Lock Ward in the Infir-
mary, as from the prevalence of a proctice in that
House, of which he has not chosen to take any
notice, but which, I conceive, T had sufficiently
explained, by merely alluding to it in pages 89
and 40 of my former Letter. Tt is ‘a practice
most disgraceful to the Tnstitution, and one
whieh, so long as it is permitted to exist, renders
it impossible, T affirm, to preserve eleanliness, or
any thing like the appearance of common decen-
oy, in the Wards of the Infirmary. It must'ap-
pear to every one quite unacesuntable, that this
practice, or the filthy and neglected state of the
Lock Ward, should have been tnllius' of anxiety
with the Managers for 10 or 12 years, without
some attempt having been made to remedy these

9
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evils. Neitheriean I consider the excuse of the

want of funds to fit up another house as satisfae-

tory on this head ; because I am credibly inform-

ed, that the Managers, not only “ have often had

their eyes on the house near the Infirmary,” but

that, some years ago, this house was actually fitted

up by the Managers, and that bedsteads were pla-
ced in it for.the reception of Venereal Patients ;
and that, after all this expense had been uselessly
laid out, and the building had stood empty for
SOTE Years, it was again converted into dwelling
houses. After being thus fitted up, but little addi-
tional expense could have been incurred by treats
ing the Venereal Patients in & separate establish-
ment ; and I must still suspect, that it was not
the want of funds to dispose of, which prevent-
ed the intention of the Managers from being
carried into execution, but the very cireumstance
to which I have alluded in my former Letter.
Besides, I am not disposed to admit, nor do I
coneeive that the public will admit, the want of
funds as a valid excuse for the existence of this
or any other glaring defiect in the Royal Infir.
mary, when it is considered that the Managers
have not, of late years, made any representation of
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the necessity of their being enabled to remedy
such defects, to the Contributors, or to the In-
habitants of Edinburgh, nor have made any pub-
lie eall for their assistance—a call which the libe-
mlity of the ])ul:]ic in former times, and pgﬂic}w
larly on the oceasion of the late collection, suffici-
ently shows would not have been disregarded.
With respect to that part of the Right Ho-
nourable Mariager's speech, in which he charges
the Author of the Letter to the Court of Contri-
butdrs, as having brought an accusation against
the Treasurer, T have to remark, that [ must have
been very unfortunate in the expressions T used
relating to Mr Javdine, if they can admit of such
an interpretation ; becanse T know that T wished
to be neither unjust, nor sparing of praise to that
gentléman.  What I have afirmed in my for-
mereLetter with regard to the delegation of duty,
wiis not meant as an aceusation against the Trea-
surer, but was the simple expression of a fact
well known to every person eonnected with the
Tnfirmary, and supported, I eonceive, to the ex-
tent for which T wished the assertion to receive
credit, by the evidence of Mr Wilson, his partner.
T ean subseribe, with pleasure, to the eulogivm

* Minutes of Evidence, p, 52.
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which the Right Honourable Mannger has made
on the zeal and diligence with which the ser,
viees of the Treasurer have been rendered to the
Infirmary. That Mr Jardine has performed, for
many years, the duties of a House-Governor in
that Institution ; that he has attended regularly
ihe Monthly Meetings of the Managers; and
that he has taken a most active part in all the
concerns of the Infirmary, there can be no doubt,
But with whateyer benevelence and good inten-
tions these services have been performed, they
have been, I have reason to helieve, one of the
many canges which have operated in separating
the Medical Officers of the Infirmary from a
more immediate and direct intercourse with the
Managers; an intercourse without which I am
satisfied, from all I have been able to learn of
the nature of such Institutions, and in particu-
lar of the affairs of that in qurzsL'mn, the Mana-
gers of the Royal Infirmary can never be enabled
to conduet the practieal details of the Hospital
committed to their charge, either to the full be,
nefit of the Patients, or to the entire satisfaction
of the Publie. This separation, I may be permit,
ted to add, has been greatly increased, instead of
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being diminished, by the almost daily attendance
of Mr Jardine's partner in the Infirmary, and by
the adoption and operation of the 15th Regula-
tion, which enacts, that % Upon observing any
impropriety in the House, they (the Clerks), are
immediately to communicate the same to the
Treasurer, in order that he may either acquaint
the Managers thereof, or fake suck steps as he
iy ﬁini'mﬁr correcting the same.”

- 1 forbear to say any thing of the epithets which
the Tight Honourable Manager has been plea-
sed to bestow upon my former Letter, or of the
matives which he has assigned for its publication:
Thave the satisfaction to fiecl they are not applica-
ble, and am willing to believe that these insinua-
tions and epithets must have eseaped from him du-
rig the mingled feelings excited by the disagrec-
able truths which that Letter contains. The Vo-
eabulary of the English language lics open to
me, as well as o the Right Honourable Mana-
ger; and did T choose it, it certainly would not
be difficult to select and to apply to the speech,
reported to have been delivered by him to the
Court of Contributors, terms which to some the
cecasion may seem to require, and to others, his
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example to justify. But feeling, as T do, that T
have no purpose to serve in any thing that re-
lates to the concerns of the Royal Infirmary, but
to contribute, as far as lies in my power, to the
utility and permanent good of that Institution,
T abstain willingly from every expression of re-
crimination, that might tend to irritate farther
the feelings of those who must have the same
objects in view with myself with regard to the
Infirmary, however much our opinions may be
at variance as to the means by which these objects
ean be best obtained:. Before concluding this Let-
ter, however, Lfecl it due to myself, in relation to
the Right Honourable Manager, upon whose re-
ported speech I have animadverted so freely, to
state, that nosone could feel more disappointed
thanIdid at the part which he took in the proceed-
ings of the late Mceting of the Court of Contribu-
tors ; beeause, from the liberal views which he
is known to have entertained with regard to the
Infiemary, and the generous efforts which, I have
been informed, he made on a former occasion to
improve the Surgical department of that Institu-
tion, s well as from the known active benevolence
of his churacter, T had expected, that, inopposition

to all personal feelings which mig'ht arise from a




G

supposed imputation of neglect on the part of
the Managers, he would have set an example
worthy of imitation to the other Members of
that Body, by entering heartily into the consi-
deration and consequent adoption of every sugt
gestion which could tend to improve the condi-
tion of the sick poor admitted into that Institu-
tion. That the Right Honourable Gentleman
has mot done so, must have arisen, T conceive,
either from his suffering himself to believe that
the late investigation into the state of the Royal
Infirmary, bore in it something of the appearance
of a political charaeter, or from his allowing his
judgrment to be misled by information given to
him by persons who entertain opinions with re-

gard to the Infirmary, and other public Institu-

tions in Edinburgh, fur less liberal and enlight-

ened than his own.

But the judgment in the case of the late In-
quiry into the defective State of the Royal Infir-
mary, has now, by the printing of the Minutes of
Evidence, awd of the: Report of your Commmit-
tee, passed from you, Gentlemen, as a Court of
Cantributors, to the Trbunal of the Publie ; and
in following it to that Tribunal, 1 have, with the

[iE]

Right Honourable Manager, the satisfaction to
feel, that my conscience approves of the efforts
which T have now and formerly made, by the
publication of my opinions, to secure for the Sick
Poor, admitted intothe Infirmary, all the benefits
whicl the public intends, and has a right to ex-
pect; they shall receive in that Hospital.  But
in order to obtain and to secure the permanence
of those benefits, material changes, I am per-
suaded, must be made in the management of
that Institution—Dby ecorrecting the error which
has. erept - into the practiee of the Royal Infic-
mary, in the perpetual re:election of the same
persans to be Ordinary Managers—by the Court
of Contributors exereising some control over the
nomination of the Medical Officers, and rendering
them more independent than they are at present
of the favour of the Managers—by establishing a
more free and frequent intercourse between the
Medical Officers and Managers of the Infirmary
— by following a different mode in choosing those
who are to assist the Medical Officers, as Clerks
and Dressers—and by improving the condition
of the Nurses, and enforcing, by a vigilant in-
speetion, the proper performance of their duties

"
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to the Patients; an object which, it appears fo
me, eould be best promoted by the appointment
of Visitors, who should, at unstated hours, visit
the Infirmary, and examine into the conduet of its
subordinate agents. Were these changes effect-
ed, they could not fail to remedy many defects
which still exist in the Tnstitution, particularly
to ocension the adoption and observanes of a bet-
ter system of Regulations with regard to Food
and Bedding, than has hitherto prevailed in the
Royal Infirmary—and to prevent the recurrence
of many of those evils, the aceumulation of which
has given rise to the late Inquiry.

COMMITTEE

Appeinted at the Al GryemaL MzeTins of CoxTRinuTORS
to the Rovat Derinxany of Edinburgh, beld oo the Sh Jo-
muary, 1818, to Inguire lnto the State of that Hospital

Laord Bavrcnay

Fraxces Jurreey, Esg,
Tiwesias Tionsen, Esq.
J. A, Mesnav, Esq.
J.F. Ensgins of Mar, Esq.
Avexavoes Muxpo, Esg
Tieut.-{remeral MaxwELL
Sir W Ferres, Bar
Apan Martiawn, Esq.
Joats Grato; Esg.

Sir W Rax

Rev. Principal Bann
Wi Arsuruxor, Esq.
Avex. Duseax, W. 5.
Ronenr Duspas, WS
Janmgs Duxoas, W. 5
Lrowans Hoxxem, Esg:
Joun Wichan, Big,

—_—

REPORT

COMMITTEE OF CONTRIBUTORS,

READ AT THE ABJOURNED MERTING OF THE COURT OF
EORTRINUTORE, WELD 0N 3071t Mazew, 1818,

Eslvacted from Caledonian Mercwry Newspaper, March @8, 1818

T3¢ reparting to the Court of Contribatars the resule of the kngui-
ries which the Commitfie were instrocted to make into * the state
of the Heepitsl, sni particularly into the matiers which had been
complaned of in the domestic mansgenent of the House,” the Coa=
mittes beg beave, in the firit place, 10 state what has beets the geie-
ral coisrie and soope of their proceedingy, avd the limmits within which
they bave judged it expodient t condine hwir Envestigations.
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; The sabjeets to which the Committes cemevived it to be the inted -
tion of the Comtributors that their inquiries should be directed, were
principally theoe i—namaly, the state of the Elospital s ta cleanli.
neeit, amid other eiee in the domesti nis and eco-
nomy of the Hoase, immediately eonmected with the personal ecrn.
fb_ﬂ of the pstients ;—the sate of the oridipary dict, a8 sctually sdmi-
fistered, both as to its quality ani it quantity ;—and the genersl
eheracter aned conduct of these subordinaie ateéndarts in the Hoasp,
e whose pereonal care and astention, in the absmee of the M:d]tui
Oficers, the patients are prineipally efrtrusted:

In the view 'of obtaining the requisite ion 06 these several
Tomelsl; e well as o every eollatersl pokng affecting the actusl stae of
the Infirmary, ‘the Comtnitice detertnined bo rosort ta the best and
ost unsuspected totimany within their reach, snd have accondingly
wheained _rlm declarations of the Medical Offoers who ase novw van.
li:ﬂ&_ﬂ with the Establishanent, or who' have been soanocted with it
within the lust fow years, with tho cxception of sich only as wern
cldfrr a0 longer resident in Edinburgh, or wese prevented by indis-
position from attendlisg the Committee ; and in order that the -
minaticn af those gentlemen might be rendered as eomplete and wse.
1l a3 possible, the Managers were reqtieeted B0 depute some of their
munber ta be present on all sach ocssions,

The examination of the Medieal Gentlemen connected with the
Infirensry, has preved much more Liberious, and has extended to a
miuch greater lemgth, than the Commibitee could. have anticipated ;
and on debiberately conidering the impart and effect of the walams.
s uvi-je_mg which hnd, thiss been obtained, the Comnmiitce, for
riasons which appeared o them invineible, and which arg m‘pn:wl w
in some af the minutes of their daily procevdings, dotermined to ab.
il frotm the exasnination of marscs, patients, and servante. [ ki-
miting their investigations to the testimaony chiefly of the Medical
Ofeors, and to certain written documents bearing upen the sbject
af inquiry, the Cormydteee apprebind that enotigh has been done to
tu.h'h- l_hc Court of Coniributors ta form o wsefis] opimion on the
Hain points of the cast ; and in pow living the whale of the evidemoe

Befiare the Contributors, seeenpanivd with sach other documents as
appeared to them of mpartance, the Committes shall confine their
observations on the resule of this Enquiry within very narrow hounds.,
'!_"hc Committn: cobeeive it to be almest nnecssry to offer thér
testimot'y to the excellence of the 1fisdical treatment of the patients

]

in sho Reyal Infirmary. of Edinburgh ;. foe they beliove it o be wni-
werlly acknowledged, that from the arrangeents which have been
long established, the patients in this Hospital receive every sid from
medical skill and experience which the mest wealthy individuals
could bave it in their power io command ; and that there i probably
w0 institwibon of the kind where the prinse obleet of healing the sick
ansl disowsed has boon preseeuted with msore cminest ability or sue-
oo

I evidence of this gemeral ststement, the Ceenmittee. are happy
in being sble to concar with the Maragers in appealitg, to the very
bow average number of the deaths that have oecurrel in the Royal
Infirmary ; and they have mueh. sstisfaction in direcling tho atten=
e of the Contribators and of the Public s that fact, not only as it
hears on the medical condnet of the Hospital, but &5 it may serve
detiionstrate, that whatever defects may have cxisbed & i
the domestic coonommy or arrapgements of the Hou
havie been of & natare er extent that has pereepelbly interfiored with
the great anil primsry purpose of the Instivatlon, as a receptacle
fir the aick and dsased smong the lower cladses of the oo IRy

At the same tinsey o9 & review of the evidence, both written and
parole, which has come under their sousiideration, the Compittes are
of opinken, that there have existal some errors amd defocts ip the ors
dinary domestie ecconomy of the House ; and that the retablishel sr-
mangements have failed to prevent the eccasional secarrence of cire
cumstances infurious to the comfort of paticats, snd affecting the
general character and repute of this most interesting and tvost usefi]
adjanet to the great Miedical School of Edinburgh.

In stating this as the resubt of their o Comnmitice are
fully fsnpressed with the conviction, that the evils which may have
existedd have arisen even in spite of great zeal, anxicty, and sctive be=
mevolensor, on the part of the Drdinary. Manzgers, in the discharge of
their official duty. Of the disposition of the Alanagers to roctify ne-
glicts and dEsorders, when aware of their existence, the Committee
o not entertain the slightess doubt ; and it i with sipoere satisfee-
tiom they have it in their power to state, that for a considerabli tinse
past the Mansgers sppoar 80 have beon diligently employed in prepa-
ring and introducing varsous practical impreversents in the state aml
conduct of the House. Whatever defeots have formserly existed, or
may yet exist, the Committes apprebend that thess ought o be re-
ganded aa the almast insensible growth of n system, imperfiect in sonse
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of its subordinate ehocks and means of controul, rather than s the
consequenées of culpable oversight in any of 1he higher clases of Off-
oers conmected with the Establishment.

The perticnlar deficts to which the Committee would beg Teave to
direet the attention of the Contribators, as appearing in evidence, are
the fallowing :—

158, Tt appears; that, st no very remote period, the staie of the bed-
ding in the House was fiulty ; and that deanlines and comfort in
that article were not unifosmiy er effectuslly secured.  To this ohject,
hewever, the attention of the Masagers as boen directal ; and the
Committee have much mtisfuction in neporting, that in the course of
the list year, sach maessures had been sdopted and carried into exe-
cition, s appear to Fave left Btile or ne grousd for present complaint
e this head,

wd, 1t appears, that the requisite degree of attention has not been

paid ta the cleanliness of the persens of the patients ; and the Com-
mdtter beg beave to vaggest 1o the Managen, that somo more efficicnt
reguistion on that head ought to be sdopted and enforeed.  They
may further subimit it as o subject for their consideration, how fir it
miay be practicable to have o sufficient sapply of body Hren for those
patients, the seantiness of whose provision in that respect seems af
present to prociude the posibility of ensuring personal -clennliness.
As connected with this bmnch of the economy of the House, the
Commitess may sdil, that in the several Wards of the Infirmary, the
cadinary supply of Furmituee aod wheesils has of Bato been enlarged ;
atdl that a set of haths for thy use of patients are in progres.

3d, On the subifect of diet, it sppears in evidence, that slthough
the regulations respecting it have net been reduced fnto tables, as in
many other Hospitals, yet for many years back there has been
kntwn systemn and routine for the ordinary dict of tloe several classes
of patients, which appesrs to hisve been adepted and continaed with
the approtation of the Medical Advisers of the House. It firther
appears, that in’ the general srrmgement fiue procuring articles of food

of the best qualicy, there does ot exist any defeer. At the same
g, on a review af the evidence before them, the Committos ave of
oiinion, thut in the preparation of 1he food of the Fouse, as well ox
in the quantiiics of it actaslly served out to the patients, the practice
of late yéais has occasionally erred on the side of 2 too righ! econo-
my ; Hhe parurs] consequente of which has been toaggravate the ex-
tent and offeet of thes: irregularities, which unavoidabdy attach to the

il |

iy prepatasion andl distribution of food for some bundreds of indis
ﬂih To this mportant sabject, howaver, the atentken of the
Mahagers and of the Meilical Officers has been dircetisl o & cansl-
dersble tisee past; amd the Comumitice shall merely expriss their
e, that their deliberations will heaad 80 thee mabapridon of regular dict
nhlc;. such as seern to be generally in use in other Hospitals of thiz
description ; &nd that in the actisal adminiseeation of their ordirary
‘et there will be Lt to the patkeats ad their fricnils no apsiogy et
pm:mm for introducing into the Wards supplies of additional food,
n wiclation. of positive rule, and of tie injuchlons imposed on the
erdinary atbendants of the Howse.

anb, Om the subject of dict, the Cammittoe bog_lnnn- farther to
woffir it as their epinion, that in the weede of sorving it out to the pa-
thents, & due degroe of sttenition has wot been paid 1o clounliness amk
eomfoet, T the grester namber of patients whe resoct to this esta-
Blishment, it i not & grost deal in this respect ehiat eam b required s
essentially necessary For their comdory and secimmodstbon ; m-l_lhe
Comumitten fol monsred, from recent obeervation, that to this sabject

tho attention of the Managers is safficently awake,

Sth, Froen the concusring testitony of 41l those comseetarl with the
Hapitsl, i evidonely appoars, bt there hs cxisted the wtniost .J.i:'-
fenlty in prosaring the servioe of Nirscs, whise chazactr and habits.
st smeh an to enstare regularidy and fidelity in e discharge of their
laborions and dissgrecable dutics. I8 is anquestionably 10 the low
qulﬂinﬁmud‘nwlpmpwﬁw of this class af attendanis, Ilul. the
et ofFemsive defects in the mate of the Hospital huve been chicfly
erwitng 3 and it appears to the Committee to o a subject diserving amil
veruirisg O most serious conshleration; how far it may be wuly
practicabile 1o engge the services of  better descriptéon of Nurses
than heretolone, The diffilbos whith may sttem] the atienpt, the
[ have ne fmelination to diminish ot disguise ; and without
wicaming to proscribe the Bttest course o be adopted by ibe Mana-
firn they will rmerely. beg beave to subnmit, that nuloss qho e of
winged pisl to X wrses shall exoeed ihat of onlinary dmestio servanis,
i thoer il clusses of meschety it will e Bpossibile tardraw into this
Taborious and disagreesble ling of service, any individuale bat sach s

from eharneter &nd labits are neerly unfit for overy other.

6ah, Ut the subject of ebesnbwess arl confirt, the Cotnnittce lawe
oy further tor sherrve, that defiects in thosd rispects appear fo hare
existod in & greates degree in what is called the Lock Wird, thas in
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; amy other part of the House. For this it would not perhups be difi-
mrww-Mm;hlmmﬁmHmlﬁk—
in siate it ns their opinion, that it woald redound 1o the general cre-
alit asd reprate of the E and perteaps o the tage’of
this unhappy class of patients, that they should be removed inta o
house comspletely detached from the Royal Infinmery of Edinbungh.
Om s general review of the cvidence, the Committee
that the Cantributers will concur with them in thinking, that whils
there appear o have existed defects in fhe state and srrangements of
the Hoyal Infirmary et undeserving of dhefr notice, and of the seri-
o oatidenation of those to whom the ]
;“d" i h;:‘hnrn L;I:“ that the
which hiad gone abroad have been in same instmes exaggers.
tedd s beyond what the ficts now in evidence appear to Justify
while in soine other § ey are e or di ! !u:
mu;nm ud'::i: keind, & griat deal of mis-statement is bt too commion,
and wist be carefully guarded sgainst in forming s fir and wsefil
qinhlmﬂkuﬁmdfdleminqniry;w“fhmm&dﬂnr
necessary or useful to disguise what agpears to be the provailing opi-
nicn of the Medical Gentlemen whe have been cxsmined, snd whe
have recontly visited other hospitals, that not many moaths age the
Rogal Infirmary of Edinburgh was, in peint of cleanliness and gene-
ral attention io the comfurts of the patients, inferior to most other
bespitals they had seen ; amd that the improvements in its domessic
economy and srmangements, by which it msy now challenge a more
fiweounable epimion, have not been dated boyond the mididle of the Lest
yoar. At the same time, it s it to bear in mind, that ia almost every
:Lbnhuq\lul of which the Cammitiee have rrocived any information,
the rate of expense bestowed om the s dlhwhhmqr
mmﬁm%dlmﬁqw% [ 3
While suich sppets 6o be the fact, snd whils a8 the same thme the
Committee feel the deepest eonviction' that the Ordinary
have been actuated by & degree of seal for the welfire of the Instim.
thom which could 1wt be exceeded by any other individuals in (her
abtuation, it has presented itsclf to the Committes, a3 an eheervation

: 1 canmot peaxikl

u Mwﬂ:llin'hmw&lflnﬂﬂlhndmpﬂ]’, underlhrnnf
tice of the Managers the erers and defects which, from time to i,
may be generated and suffered tospring wp in the practioal detaili of

(k]

the Establishment. And looking, as they have anxiously done, to the
real evidence of the case, & well as to the opinions of the Medical
Officers of the Hospital, the Committee feel 1 hesitstion in offering
it sk their gpinion, that there has not hitherto existerd a sufficicat fa-

cillity of fffcial intercourse hetween tho Medical Attendants of b
Hospital and the Cwdinary Managers ; al though net prepanl &
propose any completo and regular plan, the Committon would beg
leave to suggest, that the communication of the observations and sca-
giments ef the Medieal Officers ought not to be left to depend on e
sual infercoirss, of ta be thrown, into indinect and cireuitous chan.
aiels 3 but that at the ststed meetings of the Managers, and cortainly
not loss than onee in every quarter, the Physicians snd Surgeens of
the House sught, ¢£ officis, ta be present, for the purpose of delibe
pation on. the state of the Hospital ; amd that the Clerks and infericr
Medicsl Attendants should be requined to record whatever msy, from
tie o the, oscar to them as ealling for astention or cormection, in
order that the information thus afferded may be broughe under the
notice of the Managers with the nhvost faeility anid cortainty.

The Committee do 1ot venture to predict, that the armangoments
now suggestedd will, of themsselves, be fally sufficient to provent the
rocarrenee of those grosnds of comgplaine to which they have advers-
el ; and they are of opinion, that in the systen of mutual control
among the inferioe officers amil servants of the esfablishanont some
new amd additional provisions, will be required.

Iin. spesking of the existing armngements under which the Royal
Infirmary lias becn governed, the Committee 1must be pesmitied to
edsgzve, that in the apnwal election of Munagers, {when, sccording to
the bye-laws of the Corporatien, not less than four, snd not more than
six of their pumber should be changed,) the unifnn practiee has
Boets 10 threw the whole of the changs into the clus of’ Extraordisary
Msnagers ; & description of eivil officers who, by other arrangesncnts,
amd i sctual practice, have beep reduced wearly to abselute insigni-
fanee.  Whils the Committee, the Comtributors, amil the Pabliz,
canmet fiil to be awaze, and to scknowledge, that the present Onki-

nary Managens cannot possibly be replaced by others, who, as indi
duals, are more smply cnkithed 10 their utmost confience and
tuide for their gesncniss and disinterestod serviess ; the Commitioe sro
of upénien, that in the perpetual ro-clection of the suac individaals,
a reat practical ervor has been commiited ; amd st in the pregent,
8 in every analogous case, the patural, though perhaps b
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consequence of the systern has been, to {nterorpd and annibsilas 5
great deal of individual sctivity and ol swhilch might have been
broaght to bear on the prosperity of thie Institsition, asd to pravest
or destroy, at points, that dints contact with the
Public, without which Bo imstitution, dependant en public favour
and sepport, can bope to maintain its ground.

Ta this conclusion the Comamittes have betn drawi in part by ats
tending to the presemt state of the ordinary furids of the Royal Inflr-
reary; which, netwithstanding the prudemce and economy employed
i thie mansgement, have boen foand ssarcely adeqisate 15 the incndse
sing expendirure of the Establishment. O cotparing the sctusl in=
come and agtas] expendiizre, i mankfistly apptars to have been the
anxicns and benevolent purpase of the Mansgers to extend the bene
fits of the Tnsltacion ta the greatest number of individuals whom the
Howse was capable of receiving 3 and diring the last year of spidemi=
wal sickmess, the demands wpon the Charity have of ootrss besh moe
mummereas and urgent than perhaps at any Sormer period.  On- this
aogount, it i not witheut enxicty thet the Committes look forwand to
the powible sdoption of the messmres which they have ventared to
smgpest, anid which, of course, could not be carvied inte cxseution
without entailing on the Honte some increase of expenditare in pro=
portion to the pumber of its patients. Perbaps, howerer, they ight
e warranted in supposing, that the actual sdoption of those fupraves
mnids, by astracting the inercased conidence and fivour of the Pab~
fie, might in the end,—probably within & very short. period, ensble
the Munagers to extend the benefits of the Charity to o number as
groat, if not greater, than the most parsimonioes employment of their
present income could eable them 1o secomplish. * Fut be that ss it
may, the Conmittee cnnot conclule their Repart withoat urging on
the fmmediste attention of the Contribatars the propricty of sppeal-
ing to the Pablic 1o cotne forwand in aid of @ Institwiion so import-
ant to the health of the lower orders, and constituting so cmential =
art of that school of melldne for which this city has been w0 long
and es jusly celebeated,

Al which i hunably reported.

Wi, the endersigned Members of the Consmities of Inquiry,
while we conear bn many of the statemenss comtained in the foregoe
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i Report, feel ourselves called wpon to record our sestiments on the
Tallowing peints :—

1st, That when the Report mentions that there have existed some
erfors and defizets In the ordinary demestic economy of the Hous, jo
says nothing of the riles under which that domestle coonoeny I cone
ducted, &0 as to enshle the Contributors to judge of their fitness for
the dbject in view, andof’ the devistions firom them which are alleged
to have taken place in practiee,

On this head, it sppears to us metesary to bring to the recllection
of the General Court, that this Institution’ was one of the carBest of
the kind in the kingdom, erected unider many disalvamtages ; and in-
devd the difficilties were so great, that nothing bat the unbounded
[patriotism of the Chicf Magletrath of the City and of x fiw neble and
wealthy individnals, could possitly bave overcene them,  The pe-
riad at which the House was erccted did bot afftmd the opportumity of
benefiting by experienee. The mode of eonstruction, and the proper
manner of finishing such bnildings, was net then so well uederatosd
15 now, but every thing essenitial to the recovery of the sick was duly
provided. - Besides, the scantiness of funils necessarily prevemted that
sale of accommedation which might sthierwise have been sdopted,
but which, I astemptod, muast st once have precluded the extensive
bemefit which has been derived from the Insticwtion ;- and the same
eamse has provented the sdoption of many fmprovensents at subse<
quent perhodi,

The erdinary Managers are twelve in nunber ; of theso the Presi-
dent of the College of Physdching, the Profissor of Amabary, o Prow
fimsor of Medicine, and two Members of the College of Surgeons form
apart. By the terms of the Charter, the Ordinary Managers are di-
rected to meet on four stated days annually ; bat it hes been the prace
tice for the Mansgers o meet négularly ‘once 8 month ; end in the
course of Tt year, in consequence of the influe of fiver paticnts, it
was resolved that thise mestings should be held onoe & week.  Be-
sides this the Masagers individually and in sspeession visit the Hes-
pital st varions intermediate periods.

From this simmary it sppears to us, that hoth the clvil and medi-
cal administrution of this Hospital f as commplcte me mn well be do-
vised ; amd we perfiecly agree in opinion with the Hesda of the Mo
alica]l Departreent, that i the Kubes of the Dsstitution are consclenti-
wusly observed by the different persons to whom they apply, the great

ahjects of it Tt be attnimed.
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iy, That while the Report bears, that the complaints against the
Hogpital, * which had gewe shrosd, heve been in some Imstanes ex-
nggerated much bryord what the ficts now inevidence appear 1o jus.
tidy, while in loer i they ane al ar disproved,”
it dovs mot apply these observations to any of the statements, delibe-
rately made at the last Gerseral Meeting, or 1o the charges afterwards
given in to the Committes in writing ; neither does it drew the atien-
thom of the Contributors to those charges, so s to cnable thim 1o soe
e Rittle they have boen supportod by the proof

Those charges, it will be in the recolleation of the General Court,
were of the most eerious patare, amd justly exciting the sttomtion of
wvery humane person, ard every well-wisher of the Tnstinstion. 1n
the statements reganding thess, &8 appearing in the Appendix, * the
existimes of sveral gross and extrsondinary abuses™ is assertod.  The
Toud for patients is saidl o be vocasionally bad in quality, and in genes
¥al altegether insufficient in quantity, inscenuch that, in one cace, the
uantity was totally “ insdequate to support nature ; and thas if the
patient had not hed supplios from ethor quarters © he woald Bave dicd
for want, The statcment, thist the mode of distributing beef: saks
was by throwing them on the beds of the paticnts when raw, was alsy
o3 matare that coald mot il wexcte fclings of grest dissatisfection,
perhaps even of disgest, sgainst the management of the Hospital.

The Treasurer {whose mbary seemss not saficient. to pay the Clerks
erapboyed by biwm in the Hespital's affiirs) is in use, either person-
ally, or by means of his partner, 1w sttend the Flospital slmost daily,
amd thus grataitwady to give his stiention to the domestic cconceny
of the Establishment.

The Chaplain of the Hospital, instead of confining his attention
1o his proper duaties on Sunday, is in the laudable practice of visiting
all the wards twice s-week.

‘The Matron is, by the rules of the Hospical, bound to visit the
warids every day.

The Medical Attendants sonsiss of two Fhygiciaps and twe Sur-
guems ; anwl at a precise hour, they daily visit the patients in the
Hospital, o certain numbcr of whotn are under the charge of cach of
those practiticners.  These visits are mode in prosenes of the Heuse
Cleeks, and of such of the Students of the University as chuse to
attend.

Besides theas, therny are four consulting Surgeons, who are oeca-
siosally enployed, and who are in use, from time 1o time, to isi

(il

Atk vards ; and (here o6 four Clarks or House Surgeons, who con=
santly reside in the House ; to each of whem the imspestion of a
errtain number of wards 5 especially allotted. It is the duny of
fhewe Clerks o visit the patients in the wands frequently every day,
ond specially to attesd o every thing relative to their comfors o
their cizre, whether it may regard medicing, dict, or cheanbiness. And
by tegulation, Ne. 18, it is enjoined, ™ That upen obeerving any
imprepeiety in tle Howse, they are mmediately to communicate the
aamue 16 the Treasurer, in ender that he may dther soqasint the Ma-
magers, or take such stops a8 be may think proper for correcting the
[T

In addition to these, there are cerlain Physicans and Sungeons
conneeted with the Clindeal Wards, and Clerks are also artaghed to
these.

The beds were said ta be * filthy and inmfficent in many instin-
cem,” and the shoets © veo Magesting to admit of an attempt to de-
seribe them ;" and that these were often not ehanped for © seven or

‘That there are ™ no traces of the blankets being clean-

Theat not only the bodies of the patients, but some

of the beds, are ** from negloet, swanming with Fiee ;™ and that pa-

tients ° have ciught the itch in the Hospital.™ In abort, that « the
medical dukies were the ouly anes well performed.”

Tt appears to us that these, which weee the most prominent ehianges,
are all of then exaggemted —that moit of them are unsapported by
proof=while there are others, and those net the least important,

i are eledy disproved.

Bdly, It appeirs o us that the Report s ealonlated 1o cotivey the
idea, that, previens to the complaints by the jonior Medical Officers
im Juky last, o stops whatever had been faken by the Mansgers, sl-
calabind ik any respect to fmprove thils Inatitotien : Now we ane of
opimion, that the management has been all abong in a gradusl course
of improvement, though the limiteal nature of the income, which, on
an averago of years, has been exoseded by the cxpenditure, prevented
the adoption of cxpenivo alterations. It is in cvidence, that at va-
tiouts times improvements took plice relative o the bed-steads and
beddding ; that water-closets were introduced ; and ais fusproved wak-
ing-Bonse was fally resolved upon carly in the yar 1817, ' In the pre-
eoding year a revisal of the rubes of 1808 tock phice, ard o complete
et of rales and regualations for every department in the domestie eo-

womy of the Holise were preparcd amd proveubgated by the Managers :
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and hiad the jumior Medical Officems duly olserved thist ales, by con-
municating the firse nstanees of socssfonal negleet or iattention as
they secarred, weane convined that such remodies would have been
apqlied, 32 would in a great messure have prevented the recarrence of
amy such incidents.

aghly, It sppeans to ys, that the stassnent in the Report is also

ealenlated to convey the idea, that the ordinary dict of the Hospital is
loufficlent, and affords an spology for introdudng into the Wande
additional Food, contrary 10 the rules of the House, It appears to us,
that there is no grownd for this bles.  The ordinary diet is declared
i be suitable by the four Physicians stending in the House ; and
they, & well s the Sungeons, have the unlimited power, which they
arg in the constant babit of exerciing, of ordering either additions in
quantity, of a varicty in the kind of food, fec. as may suit the cas of
each individiual patient. . The altcrations as to diet, Bow in comibeme
flation, appear to relate, not to the quantity, bat to the introduction
of greates variety 1o the stated Hospital allowanoes.

Athly, While we do not elject to the suggestion in the Report for
chvisting the want of a facility of communication betwixt the Medi=
il Department and the Managers, which scoma tobe flt by a part
af the Medicil OfBeers, we cinial avoid expressing car hope, that n
toore beneficial cosoperstion nmay take place, than an official meeting
el quarterly soems caloulated to producs ; on this head, wo think
that the Report cught to have potiosd the resolution of the Mana=
gers i September lasg, a3 1o ¢ the appointment of a respectable snd
intelligent Medical Man to reside in the House, ke charge of the
Apothecary’s department, and bave o geners]l suporintesdance of the
Houwse.™  This sppeintment appoars to us o be precisely such as the
Melical Gentlemen saggest, for the improvement of the commsunici~
tiooy betwing thens ard the Mansgers, and secms well caloulated 10
prevent the oocurrence of those ooomional instances of inettention,
which have given canse to complaint against the intornal ectnomy off
ihis Establishment.

Gthly, 1t appears to ms, that the Repart docs mot polnt out with
sufficient prrccision the sate of the Houpital at. the period when this
inguiry was moved for. From the statements which were then given,
it st bave been inferred, that the grounds of complaint brought
forwand were at that moment adsting.  If s now howerer proved,
mat only that the whole of these matters had boen taken wnder the
Adeliberate considoration of the Managers, wany wonths biforn, and
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thas the most expedient measures had then bien nisclved upon, but
that the improvements requined wero in progress, and even in most
instamces curried imto effect, long previous to this imquiry being
moved for.

Lasily, Hewever much we should have boen dispossd at the cut-
set o have recommended a different wode of procesding, we cameatly
Joiti in the hope, that the resalt of this iry may tond {0 stiract
the incressed confidenee and Bivonr of the public towards this Insti-
Iwtion, to which, upon & full review of the evidence, we comctive it
in every way most justly entitheld

Davin Rongaraon WilLiaMios.
Witian Raz.

Groseg H. Bamze.

WitLiax AnBUTHNOT.
Arezaxnzn Duscax.

Rosear Diwoas,

JanEd Donbas,




RESOLUTIONS
oF THE
GENERAL COURT OF CONTRIBUTORS,
NELD OF THE 30TH MaRCH, 1518.

Ertracted from Coledoninn Mercury Newspaper of 9d April; 1813

Resolved—That the Meeting do retarn their thazks to the Cont-
mittoe for the great seal asd attemtion with which they have con-
dmeted this inquiry.

That the Meeting are happy to obecrve, that after so anzions
end minate a serating, the Committer have net discovered any abiise
in the management of 1his Hospital ; and that such instances of in-
attention as had accidentally crept in, had been discsvered by the
Managers themselves. '

That sosue of these were actaally rectificd, and the vest in the
course of being rectified, hy the Managers, before the Committoe was
appeintel o the inguiry tsought of.

That the Mecting sre therefore of epimion, thet it is quite un-
ncessaTy to give any necemmendatioss to the Managers on the sub-
et and resolve—That the Condial thanks of the Meeting be offtred
to the Maragers for iheir uniform and zealous attention to the inte-
rests of the Charity ; assaring ibem ot the smme time, that the Meet-
ing place the fallest reliunoe, beoth en their diligence to dispover, and
on their zes] to rectify, any ocomiotal deficts which may possibly,
firom time to time, cocisr i the management of so grost an Establish-
ment.

And fiarther, this Meeting frel themselves called upon to de-
::nl:“th.L thiis Hospital well deserves the confidence and support of
the Puhlic,

SPEECH OF THE LORD PRESIDENT,

Exlracted from Calsdswian Mercury Newspaper 4f April 2d, 1818,

TFiee Lord President observed, that.om all sabjects of this Kind pab-
e discussion was mwch te be lumented, not, however, from the far
of any investigation beading to resulis which would pecasion the
skightest uieasiness to the Managers, Tt from the unfounded reports
which it gave rise to. Was it not from Aiscussions of this kind, and
the grossly cxiggerated reports which had alreaidy he bustri-
ounly cirealased, that ihe prosent imguiry owed s erigin P—reports
which were caleulated caly to do injury to the Enstitution, by inber=
wepting the benevolenoe of the Public. 1t is pow imclve or fourteen
years sines b beoamo commected with the management of this Flease,
Ise ought, therefore, to be supposed to know something of its con=
cerns; and in the whele progress of this investigation, mothimg had
Turt his feclings half e much as that s persuasion shoulil actually
have existed on the part of the Medical At nts of £he Hospital,
thst there was any dificulty in sppreaching the Mansgess, or that
thelr complaiits would at any time have been passed over unheeded.
There was no foundition whatever for sach an jles ; on the contrary,
thelr door wab 6pen ta every individual who chese to knock at it, amd
garcly they had no grounds on eanih to expect. an civil GF a5 un-
kel veception, The slary ar allowanes 1o the Physiclans was petty
in the extreme, and ccubd wot even be mentioned as a FeTFIReTAtion
for the paiss, (e trouble, and tho anxicty they bestowed o the Hos-
pital.  To the Surgical Attendants there was mo allowanes whatever.
Hiow then could it-be supposed that any thing like a reluctanee an the
part of the Mansgens to listen to thelr maggestions could ever hav
existed, while, at the same time, it was s naturally the wih of the
Mansgens to give the Medical Oficers as Hishe additiona] trouble as
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possible.  Hut, if they had any complaint 1o make, or improvement
b magpest, it is plain that it must be in writing, s it must enter indo
the record of the Hospital, and be regularly considered by the Mo
nagers.

In the emumerntion of the different recommendstions which he

found in the Hepaort, thene were some which conld not possibly as yer
be'overtaken, even if judgel to be expedient, sack in particular s the
change in the clection,  But he would beg to assure the gentlemen
present, that tho office of Manager was o 80 simple as might bo
suspocted, or a sincoure, e some considered it. He was very willing
to avow, hawever, that notwithstanding the wtmost possible exertion
on the part of any set of men—in spite of the best management that
any hamen ewertion could attain, perfection wis not to be expected.
Wihen it was considersil that the fmily consisted of 250 paticnts,
wha, from the very nature of tho Institation, must be supposed, as
they really do, to belong to the very lowess clismes of socicty—mwhen
it was considered that theee were lefk to the superintendance of thirty
or furty nurscs, selected From among the mest miserable of their (A
B wak it to be expocted that no case of eomplaint sheald ever
creep into such an Institution # It had been asserted, that superior
wagges woulid procare superios attendance ; this, however, was & =
pesition very dubious in {tslf'; for, when we foasd amsonyg the lower
classess that high wages were given foe the price of labear, we generally
Found it followed by dissipation and wretchedness, Thi class of colliers
preseiited nstriking iestance s this effiet: theyearned mone wages than
any ether set of labourers, bt it was only to cnably them 1o spenil two
ox three days in the work at the ale-house, T uniformly happened ihst
the grester the wages the greater was the profligacy, There was an-
ether avoction very disrnsting, but very mevessary, which he might
aksd mention, he meant that of the public ¢xecntioner ; ddid gentlemen
helinve that any incresse of his salary would prosure & mare Fetpects
able chamcter o undertake that painfol duty? With respect to nurses,
their business was of the mest disagrecable, labarions, and disgasting
mature ; and thosefice 1o woman will ever adopt that lise of life whe
ean possibly camn her bread in any other ; and i gentlemen will only
eomsider how Aifieult, may, be weald abmest say how fmpossible, it
wass i private society to procure persons in that eapuity to whom ne
Fualt could b found, they would case to be surprised that the Maa
‘nugers of a public Hespizal were not able o procure murses of o bettdr
dizcription, #
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Tie didd not wish to indulge in any invilioas nfm:;m':um betwoen
this amd any other establishment of the sne kind ; and although
Tt does not wish to arrogate to the Managers any wssit for the very
splemdid tabent with which the Medbcal department b
heen sdministered, still be considers the Mmagers v il o
it of the msedical arrangrments ; and it ls only witl
years that the sune Mansgers had put an el & ¢
chivous practices in the Surgical Degariment of the Imstis
s it many yo oo the whols Isrlstends in the House were al.nml
and canvas.  The same Managers had substituted |H‘!"|U|=‘ af ¥
an imgrovenent which was uniformly sllowed 0 |.h' of the -.ml: If':l
tary paiure. If was pot two Fears ago _L]m: ]".e visitid the pru‘fl > -:«I
Hespital at Fhymeuth, where every thing usight have 'L.m,-ll I.J:]lu] =
ta be in the very best comdition ; there, 1|tvw=_vur, b :nuu_d e l]
nothing te learm, though every thing to praise and admire in the
condisct, of the bouse: But the heduouls were of *'nml,. no gress
lights to air the wards, and sething but wooden foor. floors
hail beem ohjected to by-some ; but for bis part, having leen edncas

cated in England, he niever can forget the impression af T1.-m|;um
s comfiort thie brick or tilad Aoars of the cottsgs um:'ur‘;lu., SHTVEY=
wd to his miml. T an hospital, hewever, they are pﬂlalarl_r_ e
Tile fioars da pot retain infeotion, they ane y clianed of stai
amd they dry almost jemedistely on being washind, - ;
Gireat complaints have beetn made of the want of varios ntensils,
particularly knives snd forks.  He was not aware that any wu.llnl
mentaf the kind supplicd them 3 and, surdy, % 4 is considered
that even the peonest individual is posscsscd of a knifis, the hmla_.'mp
wesmiot so great. The fact, howeves, is, they were farmerly sapglied,

Tt ax it was found they quickly dissppeased, the practice of supply-

i 2 s Eiven up.

mi‘::;‘li::w:ne I.u_\_'lail:wrﬂﬂl. that neme of ihe i|-'.|-m1r|m1|=\n'||==h_

have katcly been made o the Hospital origizated prios s the dase of

the hetter aidressed by the Clirks te the Managers, in July last, ; bt
with respeet o one point, he could speak with the atinost precisian ;
that was the washing of the linen., That matter was wnder thee com=
sideration of the Managers 48 carly as sumiser 1816 ; and, thercire,
when be was st Flymoutl in October of thit year, e procurcd a mo-
del of the drying machine, which was sent down g el inspection
anil censideration of the Manngers, 'I1|ﬂ|:|_1|i||r~. Trerwever, nouirel
sarangensents, particularly when it is consbderd that tbe same plan
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was formerly in wse, and had been abandomed, hecasse it wa thought
Better W bleach ithe linen in the country ; and be hail his dowlés whe-
ther it was 2 prisdent messare to alter this plan now, and whether
the spots and speeks upon the sheets were not mere thin compensa-
il by the caler mmell of & country hleschfield. The linen which
was “ bliached on the gowan brae, and beetled in the bern,” would,
to him a8 least, be preferable. Ome gertleman, from whem the Come
Imiun- had got mueh valushle Information, bad stated, that the wash-
I in the howpitals of Lonedon was infinitely superior, bat with grest
aandour admitted, thet on exsmining the sheets, he had chserved
seme small stains.  Where such existed, there could be livde doubt
that larger abso existed cvcasionally ; and as for the information he
derived from matrons of the diffirent hospitals, whe' ssserted that
thicir shects were waslved free from all st by & common washer-
woman at Semers” Town, be must be allowed to disereedie 4 asathing
impossible, on chemieal principles,

Tl bedding too of the Hospital hed been much found fint with :
anil how was it possible that sopac bedding in sn establishment of the
kimd mast uot oceasionally prove Faliy—proper respect to ROy
wl_ld nod allow them te throw things sway : nay, such was their si-
l.nlnuun rospecting finds, that they were compelled dh wear Ty
thing to the back bone.  Tthad been asserted, that there wss 1o trace
af any of the blankets being scoured, but hew did this fact tarm out #
In 1817, mo less tham 1791 pairs were scotred, whish, sapposing there
bad heen 250 beds made down in the Howse all the year round
woulil have sapplied seven pairs of chean blankets to cach, Ag:.irt‘
with respect to sheets, no less than 3300 pairs had been washod J.u;
year, allowing thirteen pairs to 230 beds daring the year,

Aned wone, with respect to the period at which this I;minmwmi-
taterd, he could mot help sying a fow words.—1It was in the month of
July, when, from the epidemic which then prevailed so extensively
over the country, an extraondinary infux of patients pourad into the
Hocpital—if, during this time, sme litthe derangemont in the o
Iar supply of linen took place, it was not 20 be wondered at. 1t was
at that time the Soclety for the Rebivfof the Destitut Shek waited on
the Managers. - A deputation from that troly philanthropic institu-
thom. was reveived by the Managers in the most friendly manser ; and
i consequence of their statement of the prevalgnee of fever anmmh—:
the lower crders, Queensberry House was fised up for the reception
of seventy fiver patients ;=coubdl it be wondered at then, that semue
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Titile Aelay might sometimes e occurred in changing sheets # Bt
when he considesed too, that the peried at which these Clerks of the
Heaplts] themght fit 10 bring forward their complaint was the me=
weent when the mvucherespected Matron, Mes Mentgomery, now no
more, had an ealy ehild stretchid on the bed of sickmes and of death,
i1 & house st the head of Burntsfield Links, where maternal alffection
called upon her to attend—was it surprising, wither that some Littls
derangement of the domsestie eeonomy might have akin plsc, or that
the Managers did not interpose their suthority to prevent the Matron
froam occasienally visiting her dying child ;—but ye2 this was the pe=
iod they thought fit to being it forwand,  Among other complaints,
the Mansgers have been nocused of discountensncing this stat
ared they had indoodl o small reason o be disatisfiod with |
Twowever, thise Clerks were net founil fiuls with for giving
fior mot having given it in much carlier ; for having allowed this ace
eoani-eurrent of socastions, too plainly intinded to overwhelm the
Matron &L ofiee, to acramulate to such an extent ; because, if trac, it
reflected the highest degree of blame on the Clerks thermselves, for
wot having checked cach as it oorwrred.  They had, morcover, tos
siwch penson 16 be dissatisfied with this catalogue of gricvamsees, and
o Tecedwe it with jealousy, from their personal knowledge that soves
ral of the accusstions were altogether false and groundless, of which
he theught it necssary to give anly one or two instanees,  In page
105 of the Exidenee, it was stated, that sn individual, nmiller oo by
trade, had comglained of his porridge being too thir
barkey meal.—Now, unles barley meal had been spec
him by his Modical Attendanis, of which the Clerks ought to have
been aware, the thing was totslly impessible, and as direct a mis-state-
ment @ ever was palmed upon any individuals ; for it was not within
the Eatare of possibilitics, unless it could be supposed that his mess
of barley-moal porridge was taken out of the oatmeal pot, as no barley
meal is used in the Heuse, unless when e for & partioalar patient.
{page 101) but of a far deeper dye, they alsoknew
somskstemt with truth, namsely, that the beds of the Fee
ver Ward were allowed to creulate indiscriminately through the
Howse ; and what did this villainows sssertion gronnd il
bt that ame of the Surgeons having called for a bed to ke bae
& patient who haid been earried i with some had accident in the
night timo, and that bol heing produced o soom as to make him
suspeet it belonged to the sdjoining Fover Ward, which he found ta
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be the ease, he instantly dismised i, without even allewing the pas
tent bo'be laid wpon it.  On this simple story, so creditable to the vigi-
lance andd atsention of the Medical Person ow duty, has boen resral
this vile and nfanons nceusation ; and knowing as they did how tpesl-
Iy groundless some of the charges were, was it wondorful the Mana.
gers should hesitate to adopt the statement of the Clerks, and to act
upon it without firther considoration—would they have beens wary
manted in ot emee charging the Matron with all the delinguencies
whdch the Clerks had Laid to her charge 14 s well known, that en
the respectahility of this person every thing depends, in an establish-
ment of this kind ; and fiw are able to command the respest which
Mirs Rennde, who so long flled that sitesiion, at all tmes did,  Mrs
Memnic was by birth a gimibowoman, and o lady in her manners, who
was received in the best socicty in Edinburgh, and who was mmply
qualified 1o keep the nuimerous individuals, uid particalarly the young
men who were under ber change, in order.  The Matron in such &
hcnie required all the sappart the Mansgers consld give her, to ssume
mmll o msintain the Bromsary suthority over sach & mass of heterage-
meoias elements as the inhabitants of the Royal Infirsary consisted of.
The muthority which it wes necessary for her o sssume put. hins in
mind of Dr Bushby, the Mastor of ‘Westminster Schinod, who, when
the King honoired the School with a visit, s he rooeived his Majesty
at the doar, clapt is hat on his head, whispering to his Royal Visitor,
tlsat the bogs i his school muss mot beallowed to belbeve that a greater
mman existod than himself
Muach faalt had been fivand with the Leck Ward, and he wis soery
to sy, that it had, for pot bess than ten or twelve vears, been o con=
stant topie of anaciety to the Mansgers,  In Edinburgh there was ne
other recrptacle for the miserable individuss that were received into
it: What were the Monsgers (o do? were they to shut their deors
uponn them entirely, or were they to grant them such accommodation
as their fands would allow then ?  They had often wished for the
means of fitting up an additional house, bat these were Bot at their
disposal. Froms the nanare of the ¢, it was impossible that the Loek
Ward coalid be kept équally clean with the other departments of the
House, nor ws it in the power of the Managers to bestow an oqual
accapnaadation upon it ; from the great influx of their patdents within
these fiw years they had been obliged to alter the Ward from the
upper part of the House to a lower, the former being required for the
4xbension of the Surgical Wards, 1t was msch to be desired that se.
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puirate estahlishmnent for the reception of these miserahle ereatures conld
b prrocisred ; the Mansgers had often had their eyes on an adjeining
house, formerly inbabited by the late Dr Hops, and bels
Infirmary, to be Atted up expressly for that purpase ; and if ar

ctalel b dhevised for accomplishing this desinable objeet, it would
every support which the Managets eotild possibly contribute ; mean-
i, however, T was sare the Meeting weuld not wish them to shut
Elacir doors upon. the miserabibe and the wrotchod.

Cine pari of the Report he did not expect to originate in the quarter
it did, mamely, that part of it which stensed to convey a censure on the
Mansgers for cconomy. Tt was séldom that men having the chargn
public money were o be sceused of this ; but if, in the prosent in-
stance, it eould be sapposed an efror, [t was an crror o the s side
8 it was adimitsesd, that foe ton years, their expence expeedid their
imeome.  But in what are the Managers to blamo #—Tho diet which
wis allotiesl 80 the Howse was fixed more than half a century age, by
the first physicians of the age, snd acteld upen ever singe 3 and when
it wns comsiderndd by whom it was fied, sand Ty whom it was seted
wpon for sach & leagth of
tinuing it #=—His Lordshi
w0 thee liberality ani the quality of th
mary, when compared with the el diet of elasscs of the smo de-
wcription ; and in his avecation a5 elder of 5t Andrew’s church, it had
been his duty for many yeans, sometimes in company with Mr Harry,
Duidsen, amil sometimes aloue, to visit one of the poorest quartcrs
im the New Town ; heneant 5t An el—a stroet which (o=
ving panton of the Lord Provast), be coukd not help most sincerely.
ta lament, mo longes existed ; but bere bo found the diet of the ine
bakitsnts neither so good mor so plentiful as the usual full diet of the
Hospital, Anseng anether class of people he 2lso made it his hadness
0 inquire—amoeg the farm servants of a tenant on the estate of Grants
g, andl wven these be Bound not so well fol. Tt had been insdnuated
that his honournble friend Dr Hape, in the course of’ his evidence, had
aeatod the: digt was good ceesgh, as if he had intended to draw
an invidious disiinction beiween our own coungry and those of
the somth.  Bae what he had stated, and wisely stated, was, that the
it ondered for patients must be in some degres regulated b
they have boem previcusly in the habit of wking; and when it'is
knowts that the Medical Attendants are empowered to order whats
ever they may judge proper, fish, fowl, chicken, cggs, ol kinds of
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frnit in their sexsan ; nay, evon grapes from (he hot-house, in addi-
tiom 1o the ususl sllowance of the. House, surdy the St must e
with them, not with the Managers, if' the patients want for’ any
thing. Tn an infemoiss paanphiet, which had just made its appear-
amee, for the purpese of influencing the minds of the Conteibutors, it
hal been ssserted, that the wine and porter padered was probubly in-
tercephed in its transit to the patients ; but when it was known that
the Apothecary was in fact the butler of the House, and that wine was
meastired out &5 meoilicine, it not enly becanse kis duty to give it out,
but the duty of the Clerks to sec that it was regularly sdministerad.

1t haul bevn attempied o palliste this inquisition by asserting that
po possible blane was attributed, or attributable to the Mansgers ;
for himself, and fir his coadjutors, he disclaimed, in the most direct
terms, the possibility of these changes extating withens heavy responsi-
Kility, and their conduet would have been eulpable in the extreme, had
they been grousded in fact ; he seomed the pitifol atcempt o bole
them guiltles, coubl sach gros and improper conduct bave existed
in the House.

Among other improvements, the cstablishment of a Fowse Mansger
had boer for soeme time nnder the view of the Managers, and wpon
this subject he could not sit down without noticing the incalealable
abligations they lay under to their Treasrer, Mr Henry Jardine.
According 1o the regulstions of the Establishment, the dutics of this
efficer were confined to the mansgesnent of the public moey, and the
adjustment snid discharge of all claims upen the House, and for this
a very iradequate salary is assigned ; but how has the Treasarer con-
ducted himeslf? rstesd of confining himself to the mere paying end
reeeiving smmey, which might at all times be done in his own private
chamber, Mr Faridine s actisally dowe the daty of s Honse Mansger ;
b has visited the establishment ahmost daily, and as if actaated by the
spirit of his grandfather, who may indeed be considersd as the foander
«of this great institution, he has exerted the most unbounded seal in
attending to overy degartment of the Hospial, In this sume con-
temptible pariphlet he is forsooth accused of debegating his duthes 1o
hiks partner ; and why sheald he mot have deae sa, if he found that
his ether avecations would not allow him to attend so constantly and
0 long as be wished to the affiirs of the House; what harm could
be derived to it by his chtaining the asistance of his partner, Mr
Wilscn, in gratuitous scrvices not required of him by the rules of his
office? To such o Trossurer the Estsblishnuent was under the decpest
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obligations, and should they lose him, where eoulil they find ene, ses
guateil by heredlitary attachment, wha would be inclined b bty
that patient, zealous, and constant attention to all the affirs of ths
House, am fulfil dutics which no Manager, o House Steward o
sexrcely any individual hut himself, could be expectad 1o |a.-rfnv|nl’
Befors sitting dow, his Lardship stated that be would not hare
trespassed s long; wpon the time of the Mesting, had he not been
anxious, for the sakeof the Institution, 1o cxplain to the Contribacors
the m-l',_]l of this long and wimute inquiry, It wea 4o him ank
worklerful that so little was fbund ea which to rear chargia agaim{
the Managers.  But with respect to their effring any vindiestion of
El_m_r conduset in the mansgement of the concerns of the Homse, the
distinetly disclaimed sl such intemtion ; and be, for one at Ilmarj:

‘nm-l ot what the vaie of malignity ght urge against
Yongz = his own comsclence left hir dmpeachid. :

e and Can
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Edinturgh, 25 dugust 1817,
At aQuarterly Meeting of the New Town Dispensary,
held this day :

MANAGERS ERESENT:
Tuomas Tromsox, Esq. in the Chair :

Rev. . Dickson, junior Goorge Toss, Fxq.

Hev, Archibald Alison John Wood, Esq.

Rev, B, Morchead Wialter Cook, Esg.

Bishop Cameron T, Guthrie Wright, Esq.
Convener Miller George Lyon, Esq.
William Trotier, Bx. T Blackwood, Esq.

John Manderston, Esq. George Wilson, Esq.

Dir William Wright James Swan, Esq, Secretary:

MEDICAL OFFICERS PRESENT :

Dr John Thomson D J. W. Tumer
e W. P. Alison D D. M:Lagan
Dr B. Bartlet Buchanan Dr James Murdoch :

The Secretary having reminded the Managers, that at
Jast Meeting the Reverend D. Dickson, the Reverend
Andrew Thomson, Mr Lyon, and Mr Wood, hid been
appointed a Committee to deaw up and submit to the
present meeting such observations on the Report to
« the Quarterly Meeting of Managers of the Public
i« Dispensary, Tih August 1817," as should appear to
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them necessary to be laid before the publie, Mr Waood,
the Convener of that Committee, presented the observas
tions prepared by them ; which having been read,

It was moved by Mr Ross, that these observations be
approved of and ordered to be printed and cireulated,
whiclh motion having been seconded by Convener Miller,
was unanimously carried ; and a remit was made to the
former Committee to take charge of the printing and
distribution.

Mr Dickson then moved that the thanks of the meets
ing be given to the Convener of the Committee, for the
able and satisfactory manner in which he had drawn up
the chservations ; which motion having been seconded by
Mr Cook, was unanimously agreed to.

OBSERVATIONS, &c.

1z is with feelings of the deepest regret, that the Managers
of U New Town Dispensary find themselves under the
necessity of again appearing before the publie.  They
have ever been most anxious that the merits off U insti-
. tution under their mansgement should be judged of by
its effects, of which it wes their intention merely 1o lay
o plain statement annually before the subseribers, at the
period of their general mocting,  They feel also pocaliar
reluctance at having any thing like the appearance of a-
controversy with the minagers of anether institution,
whase benevolent objeet is the same with their own—io
whose funds many of themselves are at this moment sub-
scribers—to whose exertions they have all I.]ll‘!ﬁ)l'llli_"
paid a ready tribute of applause,—md with whom they
have ever been, and stll are, most desirous to continue
on an amicable footing. They feel, however, at the
same time, that they would be deficient in the duty
which they owe o themselves and to the institution in-
trusted to their care, were they to pass gver in silenoe
certain statements containgd in & recent Report, directod
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by the Managers of the Public Dispensary to be  sent to
# gach of the subseribers to both Dispensaries.” By
such silence, they might justly be held to acquiesee in the
correctness of ohservations, which attribute to them; as
they conceive, the most illiberal views, and represent
their institution, insteasd of being beneficial, as on the
contrary, one * productive of many evils.”  To obviate
50 Injurious o repr jom, they feel themselves called
upon to submit the following Statement to the considera-
tion of the pililic,

Tre number of poor patients who flocked from all
parts of the city and suburbs, to ovail themselves of the
bencfits of the New Town Dispensary, far cxceeded the
expeetation of its founders.  Within cighteen menths
from the period af its commencement, it hod given re-
lief 10 mo fewer than 8062 persons, Tt was not, there-
Tore, at all surprising, thatits medical officers should have
represented, . that. « when the mmnber of patients who
attend at the Dispensary is considered—tlve attention
neressary to be given to each case—the quuntity of pre-
seriptions o be written and prepared—the number re-
quiring to be visited at their own houscs—and the ex-
tent af town over which these patients are spremd,—it
must at once appear evident, that these duties cannot
be performed without much exertion on the part of
“ the medical officers, and a consumpion of their time
& almast incompatible with any other employment.”

The Managers were deeply impressed with the jus.
tice of this representation ; and the enly question, there.
fore, with them, was with regard o the best mode in
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which the labours of the medical officers might be allevia
ated, with as litde detriment as; possible to the public,
For this purpose two expadicnts ocourred—cither o en-
large their own establishment, by assuning an additional
number of medical men, and: establishing a branch of
their izstitution in the Old Town; or clse to eater into
an_arrangement with the other institution, for & division
of the town between the two Dlispensarics, for the pur-
pose of visiting the sick poor. The latier of these seem-
ed to them the preferable expedients it could not only
be aceomplished with less expence to the public, bat had
also other advantages to recommend it.  The opening a
branch of their institution in the 01d Town might pos-
sibly, ns they eonceived, give some offence to the other
establishment, a circumstance which they have on all oc
casions beon desirous, as much as possible, to avoid;
while, on the other hand, they were clearly of opinien
that the arrangement propesed, without destroying an
honoursble emulation {the advintages of which i this,
as in every other department of wsefulness, have already
been 5o fully experienced), would produce a system. of
co-aperation tending greatly to the mutual accomimodas
Gon_of both institutions, and rendering each far morg
Leneficial to the publc.

They therefore authorised Mr Trotter, who is in the
direction of both institutions,  to communicate to. the
Managers of the Public Dispensary theic sentiments upon
this subject. He embraced, accordingly, what he con-
sidered to be o very favourable oppartunity for this pur-
pose, ot & mecting of the Managers of that institution,
called for the express object of making a division of the
town into districts 1o be allotted to their own medical




officers. At that meeting # Mr "rotéer, 56 suthorised
“ by the Managers of the New Town Diispensary, stated
“ their anxious wish to eaopernte with the Managers of
“ the Public Dispensary, in any plan of dividing the
“ towon and subirbs which wight be mutually approved
" ﬂf'. a8 likely to increase the wsefulness of both institu.
B uo.n.t He therofbre moved, ‘that a committee be ap-
“ pointed to hold a conference with the Managers of the
# New Town Dispensary, in order to consider by what
“'mieans or plan of co-operation the benefits of both in-
L afttnﬁms may be most effectunlly and advantageously
“ dispensed o the publie”  The meeting consider-
:.w_r] the motien out of place, and postponing the eon-
sideration of it to a future oecasion, Sorthewith - pro-
ceeded to allat the whole town to their own medical offi.
e, At the next quarterly meeting, however, of that
institution, which Mr Trotter, in conscquence of absence
from town, was prevented from attending, it appears
that a motion was made by Dr Dunean senior, and ap-
proved of, - That, i complisnes with' Mr Trotter's
“ motion, a commitice of -the Managers of the Pubfic
* Dy ¥, eonsisting'of the g en whise names
nppear at ' their printed Repart, © be appointed to’ meot
* with a similar committee of Muanagers froin the New
Town Dispensary, to consider in what manner the ¢fs
forts of the medical practitioners attached to both may
be most advantageously unifed; for affording relief to
o 21:;:? have at onee to struggle with poverty and
The result of the confirence which ensued i already
hefore the publie. The committee of Managers of the
New Town Dispensary reported it as their opinien, thit
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thie ohjeet in view wonld be most beneficially promated
by a division of the town between the two institutions,
< and that it was by no means expedicent that they shauld
% e Mentded and incorporated into one establishment
which Report reccived the unanimons approbation of the
ordinary Managers of that mstitation, at a pro ve wald
meeting held on the 17th-day of June last.  The other
committee, ogi the contrary, reported it as their apinion,
that any arrangement for a division of the town was
“ altogether inadmissible”™ o their part, unless accom-
panicd with n tolal union of the two establishmentss
which Report was approved of by a mnjority of the Ma-
nagers of the Pablic Dispensary, at their quarterly met-
sing on the Tihof August. . The natare, however, and
tome of that Report, called forth o strong dissent. from
some of the Managers present on this oceasion, who
ik poneceived, that whatéver might be the opinion of a
majority of the Dircetors wof - the Poblic Dispensary
with regard o the proposition. submitted to them by
o nther institution, the language of the Report was
iniproper, conveying insmuations that were, in their
opinion, unfounded ; and that the facts stated in it did
s ot pecord with their knowledge, as they were not
s guare of Ny pernicious conseqEences that had arisen
i from the new establishment, . but, on the' contrary,
%6 goodd ones 10 the. public—the attendance given at the
0 patients’ houses, and the mstitution of several new
¢ Branches by the Public Dispensary ®.*
Tn that Report the Managers of the New Town Dis-

* Peasons of dissent transmitied by these gentlemen for inger-
“tion in the report of the other Dispeneary, but which were stated
“t have arrived too late for that purpose.
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!':uu.m-lv wre represented as having wotally rejected a % .
4 did and liberal plan of union,” substituting in its place
@ pmposal altagether inadmissible,” and apparently
involving in itself  a gross absurdity ;™ one which would
Tave the effect of comtinuing a system: attended  with
* many peraicious and dissgrecable consequences ;7 e
which « would cvidently be a materinl step towards the
" Pmnmplkhmmt af what seems 1o have been a favour-
o e d}im with the projector of the New Dispensary
& from its commencement, the conversion of the Tublic
“ Dispensary into the Old Town Dispensary nlone,” aml
s ncoompanying their proposal with inaiwmta'n:m il
: &:ndili:;ul which do not carry that spirit of concilia-
on and justice which ic Ih
H ;igmme:m," the Public' Dispensary had a

:![u!tfarﬂmnwmlmimulmmlfomﬂnﬁ the
public will be better able to judge, when they Iuw:h.d
an opportunity of considering the ‘comparative advan-
_lngts and - disadvasitages of the two plans here brought
inio eompetition.  And,

L With regard to the plan for uniti i
; uniting and

rating the two establishments. This proposal n}m:::drp::
the Mnm_geu of the New Town Dispensary to be at.
tended with manifest disadvantages. Tt seemed, in the
first phu.:, tor be destructive of that highly wseful spirit
of emulation, the benefits of which had been held firth
to the public in the original * Statement ™ of. the found-
ers of their institution, and had been sinee s

! N ¢ Gt
firmed b_ycxmnem. Tt s obviously, 'ma.:z:fm
sure, owing to the cxistence of these two separate and
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inddepentlent. catablishments, that the sick . poort of this
city and suburbe are st this moment Placed in 4 situation
o superior o hat of any former perioc. A far greater
pumber of the inhabitants are. now interested in. the db-
jeet of such institutions, and annally contribute to their
support; a far greater number of individuals, labauring
at once under diseaseand poverty, are annually relieved ;
and far greater accommodation is afforded 1o them in thie
mode of procuring that relief. Not enly has the new
institution been established wpon & much improved plas,
Jaut. also, since its establishment, e Managers of the
Public Dispensary, as might noturally be expected, have
been inducod 1o adopt some of its mast material improves
ments, The original ebjeet of their institution has been
50 far changed, that, nstead of leading the poar merely
1o expect from that charity the alleviation of thos eoni-
plaints which do et requine confinement within deors,
they too have. recently made an armngement, for the
purpose of visiting at their awi houscs all tlhose patients
who require this, mode of attemdance. They have also,
since the establishment of the New Town Disgpensary,
been: indyeed 1o open branches of their institution in
various districts.  In consequence of their incrensed
exertions, ihe pumber of patients | relieved st that
institution, in  the. course of last year, were 1000 more
Ahan in any former year; whils, during the same
speriod, no fewer than G728 received relief, of one de-
scription oe-mnother, st the New Town Dispensary.
Highly as the Manegers of the new institution value the
servioes of, their medieal officers (and they cannot, in wruth,
be oo highly valued), they are at the same time fully
satisfied, that the same advantages never sould bave re
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ﬂfmﬁ:m gmﬂun‘ en merely unitiig ‘their erxes
e balmg:ng_ to the old establishment:

hey, on the contrary, sincerely believe, that if the Now
nn[llmmry had not existed as & separate and distinct
I!ltab].ullmtm, the bencfits already mentioned would have
been in u.gmul measure lost to the' pulilic. Deeply im:
.Lw I'H.Jl this conviction, they were unwilling to give

Fsanction to a measure by which, withaut the pros

pect of any adequate advantage, all the benefit arish
from the independent existonce of the two mbﬁnhm"g
woukd be l:nlinﬂy sacrificed, and a serious- obstacle: thus
be dmmj in the way of their future Improvement.

3 But; in the seeomd Place, the Plan of Union, sub
mitted to the Managers of the New Town Dispen

sury, afforded them no sufficient security, either for

) inuance of thoss liar il
tages which they considered theirown m::::u: :: ::

sent 1o poscese; and to- whichin e small degree
wire induced to awribe the unprecedented |wf|.1:::;:
md. sccess which, beyond: all ~dhispute; had - artended
1hure=.uﬂmu. OF this deseription were thase rogulations
by which Ili-r'rr Dispensary. i ofren every day in the

:‘l’\fk-—dl(‘ir medical officers give a permanent attend
‘nuu_'nrl of one only by rotation at remote hten-ds,—lyum
mgjm WORMT are waited upon at their dun homes,—ihe

dutma&: manager and of medical officer are: kept
fecll,_- distinet, &, By the proposed plan Ill? IEI:TE
was immediately to take place, while every matter of de
:m]-m left open to subsequent arrangement,  according
I:Iap{m o be plll'pﬁ-l‘nl by the medieal gentlemen of
th murmw. of whom thise belonging 1o the New
“Fown Dispensary woubd form:an extremely small pre.
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portion; - Tts managers had some reason to apprehénd,
that matters which they regarded as of Fundamental im-
portance might elsewhere be viewed in a very different
light.  Nor were their apprebensions entirely imaginary.
One of these regulations (that of having the Bispensary
open every day in the week) is, in the recent Repart of the
Managers of the Public Dispensary, treated as unmeces-
sary and superfluous s while another (the midwikery de-
partment) s actually represented as - productive of
“:many evils,”  The public will judge how far in such
circumstances the guardians of an institution, which, in
the course of two years from its commencemonty has
given relief’ 1o no fewer than 12,185 individuals, wauld
have been justified in acceding 1o a proposal by which
they were called upon to. secrifice at once the name and
the independence of their own exiablishment, -without, at
the same time, having any sulicient security for the con-
tinuance of those advantares which had rendered it so
beneficial.

To weigh' against these strong objections o the pro-
posed plan of ineorporating the two institidions, the
only argument which has - been adduced in support of
such & proposal is, @ that many permicious and disagree-
<t ghle consequences which must of necessity result, and
4 which indeed have already, to o very considerable de-
< gree, resulted from the estoblishisent of two. rival
w. Dispensaries at Edinbungh, would in future be effec-
& gually prevented ™ OF these & many pernicios and
& disagrecabile conscquences” one only has been mention-
ed, and that as 2 specimen of all the rest (b wno disee
smmnin ) % such os patients runping. from one Dispen-
s mary 1o anothor, and taking madiine: from hoth  ui

Repart of
tie Dzspen
o
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“ the sume time™  Such an objection a8 this howeves
sems scarcely to vequire any serious ﬂﬁ For it
::um be F&rﬁvﬂym that if” this running of pa

ents from’ one Dispensary to another be an evil, it is
:::i::: r:];nnn likely to be of froquent oocurronice, and
i ore, the prosent system of the Public Dispensary
:l!df mlliuhle to precisely the same objec:I:nI:)]ﬁ:r it in
Just s likely; and accordingly has s froquently happen-
:ul. ‘ﬂn_l paticnts should run from ane branch n{llm m:n
mstitution to anather, a5 that they should run to diffe-
rent Dispensarie. Tt is hardly possible to suppose that
such o consideration: can have weighed much with the
Managers of the Public Dispensary ; mnd it is therefors

it of Pub- 10 be regretted, that if there: be indoed many evils,™

n'h'u:F] b nlinm be remedied by a complete union of the
tw:m institutions, these have Bot been more dlistinetly
pointed out ; pwd that the ane Teld up as “ the head

& amid front of the offending,” is in jtself of perfietl
indgrificant & nature, : o A

1. With regard 1o the” plan for dividing the tawn
between the two institutions, the Munagess of the Public
Dif{pmuq have stated, in the firs place, that such s pro-
posal is ¢ altogether inndmissible."—s For we m'rtc"
my _lhry. g that any division of the town into ch';-
a tricts, with any other Dispensary, wonld be'a beeach
& of fuith on the part of the Public Dispenisary, with all
o ﬂ?ugcmlmm wha, by their benefactions h: that in-
* stitution, have become governors for lifi: and that jt
“ would be a violation of & sacred obhgm;n which |I:e
& Managers of the Pulilic Dispensary have come under

to the dead, who have left legacies to that institution
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% for the refief of the sick poor, not in particular dis-
* tricts, but in every quarter of the town.” Far be it
from the Managers of the New Dispensary to call upon
their brethren of the other institution cither to be guilty
of % & breach of faith™ o the Living, or to vielate any
4 gacred obfigation which' they have come under to the
% denil ;7 hut they must fairly own they cannot possibly
biring themsehves to view this objection in so very grave
and serious a light, or to consider it so « insuperabie,”
a# it has appeared to the gentlemen of the other institu-
tion,  If indecd these gentlemen had been called upon
to aecede to any armngement, wot caleulated for the be-
nefit of the objects committed to their charge, then
doulitless they would have been bound by this considera-
tion alone, to withhold their saaction from any measure
of that description, even though there had been no
« Governors for life,” nor any contributors smang the
dead. But if, on the contrary, the proposed arrange-
ment was one which would have rendered the services of
ench institution more beneficial to the publie; and have
thus promated the general ndvantage of the whole sick
poor of the city and suburbe, it is difficult to conccive.
wny. contract either with the living or with the dead, by
which they could have been precluded from accomplishe
ing =0 desicable an object,—the only legitimate ohject
indeed of their instittion,  Any argument to the eon-
triry would prove o great deal too much, It would be
a total bar to all improvement on the part of the insti-
tution, which, whatever be the change of cireumstances,
st for ever renain such, and no other than it was at
the period of this alleged contract, A Lifi Governor, or
a testamentary benefactor, would thus becomg Use most




dangerons encuiy of such an institution. Happily how=
ever such a consideration: has not deterred the Managers
of the Public Dispensary from making those other ins.
provements which, with so much eredit 1o themselves,
* they have: recently introduced into theie establishmont.
They have now placed upon a regular footing the visit-
ing of the sick poor at their own houses, though it is by
oo means unlikely that dmeng their Life Governors, or
their decensed: contributors, there may have been  some
who, in their partiality for the system of hospitals, have
thought that such mode of attendanee would be injurious
to that system.  They have also opened branches. of
their institution in various quarters of the town, though
romiz benefactor dead or alive may have imagined tha
such an-arrangement would dead 1o % pornicious and
* disagtecable consequences, such s - patients ruEning
“ from one Dispensary 1o another, “and taking . medi.
& cines” at them all.  Nay more, they have wven an-
nounced their resolution tor take steps for obtaining &
royal - chartor, Ahough  some’such benefactor may have
considered this as not-a due apglication-of funds destin.
Jeid by him  exclusively for the. relief of poverty and dis-
case,
Buat it s further said, that % to these insuperable
“ oljections it might also be added, that it is impossible to
¢ o any | division of the town, which. although it
& anight: be highly beneficlal to the New Dispensary,
# woukd not diminish both: the useflness and the funds
# of the Public Dispensary”  The Managers of the
New, Town Dispensary are quite at a loss to discover
any - ground  for this opinion. * They can see o good
reson why ivshould, be 5 inpossible ™ for these two ine

s

stitutions, both of which have at this moment the charge
of the sick poor of the whole city and suburbs, * to
4 form any division of the town,” which would not be
liable to the objeetion of benefiting one exclusively at the
expence of the other. On the contrary, they conceive
that such an arrangement would equally and materially
promote. the usefulness of Dboth institutions; and that
any, thing which contributes to their usefulnes would
naturally have likewise the cifect of awgmenting their
funds ; while, nt the same tinte, less expence would thus
be incurred, than by both institutions continuing to take
charge of the whole town as at present.  And they trust
it is unnecessary for them to declure, that it was from
such comviction alone they were induced o make the
proposil to the other Dispensary.  The iden of promot-
ing the benefit of their own institution at the expence
of any other, never onee entered into thieir contemplation.

Agnin it is stated as appearing to be % a gross ad.
¥ gurdity that patients, without regand to their place of
“ residence, may resort to cither Dispensary which they
# may profer, but that when the state of their disease
« poquires eonfinement, they are to be debarred from be-
s ing visited by the practitioner who preseribed for
% them, unless they reside in o particular situntion.”
But if there be any thing in this cljection at all, it is an
ebjection which applies equally to their own insiitution
as it exists at the prosent moment Patients from all
quarters of the wwn resort o the Disperary at Rich-
mond-street, where the whole medical men do duty by
rotation ; but an arrangement has beon mnde, by which

particular distriets are allotied to each, for the purpose of

visiting patients at theie own houses.  Under such an
B
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arrangenicnt, it is obvious that it must froquently lnppen
in that institution,  where its medieal offieers are so -
tremely mumerous, that when the state of & patient’s dis-
rase requires confinement, he will be attended by a dift
ferent practitioner from the one, or more than one, who
proscribed for him at the Dispensary. - The idea, however,
that any medical gentleman, whether belonging to either
Dispensary or nat, is 10 be * debarred ™ from visiting any
poor iy who wishes his attendanes, is in either case en-
l]ml_:p out of the question.  All thatis meant by such an ar-
rangement is to afford accommodation to the modical men,
by a due division of labour ; and that they shall not be
compelled in the ordinary discharge of their Diipensary
duticstovisit beyond the particular bowndsallotied to them,
Tt is further alleged,. that  nsinwrfons and condi-
# tions are attached to the propesal from the New Dis-
 pensary, which do not carry that spirit of concilia.
“ tion and of justice which the Public Dispensary had a
“ right to expeet.”  What s here miamt by nsinun:
# tions ™ the Managers are utterly at’'a loss to coniceive,
They on the contrary submit to the' public, whether in
every respect their conduct his not been most fair, open,
and explicit. They can also, at the same time, with iho
most perfoct sincerity, declure, that in deawing up that
Report, it was their most camnest wish o express thim.
selves in terms nat only free from all offence, but as con
cilintory ns possible towards the Maomagers of the other in-
stitution. S far from having any desire 1o avoid doing
them # justice, ™ they eagerly embraced that, s they had
done every other opportunity, to pay that hearsfelt tri.
bute of spplmuse to which these gentlemen arc so well
entitled for their “ meritorious exertions ™ and services to
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the public. For the truth of these observations they
need only refer to the document itsell, on perusing which,
they are confident the public will readily aequit them of
a charge which has been most painful to their fechings,

That there wera © conditions ™ attnched to their pro-
posal (ms there must ever be conditions in every ar-
rangement between two contracting partics), they are,
on the other hand, free to scknowledge But they are
sure that they will carry the opinion of the public along
with them, when they assert that there is not one of these
conditions which has not for its olject exelusively the
benefit of the poor.  And when it is further considered,
that, by the proposed arrangement, they were to give
up the care of a great proportion of that class of the
community ot present committed to their charge, it was
obviously ineumbent upen them to secure to these the
advantages which they had hitherto enjoyed.  Surcly
if the Managers of the Public Dispensary, from similar
views, did not consider themselves warranted in aceeding
to such an ArFRNgEmENt at all, they at least s, upon
reflection, duly appreciate the motives which, upon this
oceasion, guided the conduct of the Managers of the new
institution,

These conditions were, 1. The regular attendance
upon paticnts in their own houses when necessary.. 2,
That the Dispensaries of each institution be open every
diy in the week: And 3. The continuance of the
accoucheur  department.

1. With regard to the first of these conditions, this
was one 1o which it was now impossible for the Managers




of the Public Dispensary to have any objection, as they
themsebves had + lately enacted rules™ for that purpose.
But there is no little difficulty in understanding one
observation of theirs upon this paint, in which, after
stating the nature of these rules, they observe, “ Your
% Committee canmot possibly discover what benefit the
# sick poor would derive from being deprived of this
# gssistance in any part of the town.”  Far it must be
perfectly plain, that so far from depriving the poor of
this assistanice, the sole object of the stipulation made by
the new institution was to secwre to them this mode of
relief, and to afford to the medical practitioners in each
distriet move leisure for the: discharge of this important
duty.

But it is snid that the proposed plan  would evi-
 dently be a material step townrds the sccomplishmont
w0 pf what seems to have been a favourite olject with the
& projector of the Now Dispensary from its  commence-

< ment, the conversion” of ‘the Public Dispensary into

+ the Old Town Ty vialone,  Phe |

they add, which would ‘result frogs the accomplish-
« ment of this ohicet; are oo obwious to require nofice.™
Tt does appear strange that the Managers of the Public
Dispensary should have so widely mistaken the nature
of the plan submitted to them, and should, in conse-
quence of 80 unaccountable a mistake, have boen led
to regard & messure intended merely for the public
boncfit, a3 o © material step * towards the acconplish.
ment of an illiberal but * favourite ohject.” « Whoever
will take the trouble to peruse that plan of division, will
it ‘onge pereeive, that so far from having in view to con-
vert the Public Dispensary * into an Old Town Dispens
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& wary alone,” a great part of the New Tomit, compre-
hending the whole of that quarter from Hanover-sireet
westwards has, in order to obwvinte this very oljection,
bioen expresaly alloted to that Dispensary.  And, besides,
if’ this plan was ot satisfctory, let it be remenbered
that the New Town Committee, in their report, express-
Iy % beg that it may be distinctly underswood that they
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o will, with the greatest pleasure; listen to any other plan &

& of the kind which may be suggested as better calen-
# lated to promote the ohject in view.” - With regand 1o
the views attributed to % the projector of e new Dis-
& pensary,” its Managers coneeive that by far the best
contradiction which they can give to so growndless an al-
legation, is to state that this very plam, by which the other
institution was io be pat into the exclusive possession of
so large o portion of the: New Town, proveeded from
him. In justice, howevery to ihot emipent and respect-
shle individual who bas thus been personally alluded to,
they feel themselves ‘at the sume. time called upon to
state that they have, on all gecasions, witnessed in him
the most libernl spirit twowards the other institution ; amd
thy can have no. doubt that any opposition with which
Tue s henel to contenc, will hereafter be viewed in the sume
light with that which the venerable and distinguished
founder of the Public Dispensary had to engounter.at
the time of its imsitution.

2. With regard to thie condition that the Dispensaries
of ench institution should be open every day in the week,
it is observed, % Medical aid by means of the pracii-
& tionersiat their own homes, and of a careful apothe-
s gary, whose shop is always open. for the supply of
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“ medicines, may justly be said to have betn afforded
@ ton the patients of the Public Dispensary, nof only
 wvery duy of the week, bt even every hour of the doy,
“ cuer since fhat charitable estabiishuient was fundod”
The Managers, however, trust they will be pardoned in
avowing that they have found nothing in the foregoing
statement to induce them, in the slightest degree, to alter
their fisrmer opinion as to the infinite importance of daily
attendance at the Dispensary. Amd if it be unidoubied
that the poor themselves must be the: best judges of the
facilities afforded to them, their opinion has been pretty
strongly evineed by the: striking circumstance of the
vast disproportion between the pumbers who resort to
each institution for relief.

3. It is with a mingled emotion of astonishment anck
regret, the Managess of the New Town: Iispensary,

have perused that part of the Report of the other insti-
tution, which relates to the aecoucheur department.
« With regard,” say they; * to midwifery, we confi-
S dently hope that the. Moanngers of the Public Dis-
“ pensary will never give any countenanee to a plan
% which must injure a highly interesting charitable in-
< gtitution alremdy cstablished in Edinburgh, and which
“ i a most useful appendage to the University ; and we
 are assured, from wnguestionable anthorily, that this
& ranch of the Newo Dispensary has alveady been pro-
# ductive gf wany grins™ 1! Now, with regard to the
Lying-mn Hospital, there is overy reason to beliove that
neither its usefulness, mor the support which it had
hitherto yeceived from the pulilic, have been in the
slightest degree impaired by this department of the

£

Dispensary.  The othier charge, however, is of & kind
for Jess tangible, and from this very circumstance
infinitely -more dangerous, The undeseribed nature
of the « many evils™ which it attributes—the parade
of unknown though * unguestionable zuthority ™ with
which it is introduced,—the air in short of mystery in
which it is wholly involved, are but foo well ealeulated
(however they might be intended) to excite the most
groundless plarms, to injure at once the character amd
usefilness of the institution, and to inflict a paivful
wound on the feelings of those professional gentlemen
whose services in this department meritd a far other
requital. The Managers indeed feel it impossible for
them by any tribute of theirs to do justiee to the me-
ritorious exertions of these geatlemen, who for the last
two years have devoted so greaf a partion of their time
and talents, by day and night, 1o the care of the help-
less mothers of the poor. A megular record of each
case, with the particular eireumstances attending it, is
carcfully preservid at the Dispensary 3 from which it
appears that ne fewer than 443 women have been de-
livered at their own hovses, and earefully attended during
their recovery,  Several of these were cases of difficulty,
in which the physicians’ accoucheurs were called in to
ihe assistance of the ordinary attending midwives.  The
benefits which the poor must have derived from the at.
tendanee of practitioners, of their knowledge and skill,
are too obvious to requie any explanation.  And the
gratitude with which these benefits were received by
those for whose relief they were intended, may best be
learned by an appeal cither to themselves, or to the Di-
rectors of those institutions which make the female poor




the peculiar object of their care.  What & evils,” on the
other hand, ean possibly have arisen from the services of
these gentlemen, the Managers are utterly ata loss to con-
oeive: and if there actually were any, it surely was the
hounden duryorthouwlmlﬁudghtﬂ“ﬂl‘d the allegation,
distinctly to point them out, and not to Jeave every thing
apen to vague conjecture and surmise,  Had the highly re-
spectable individuals whose names have given sanction 1o
this injurious rumour, refiected for o single moment on
the conserquences whicli it might occasion, it is doing
them 1o more than justice to believe that they would
have paused before they sent forth such a statement to
the world. And had they made due investigation, there
can be as little doubt they would have discovered no-
thing in this department to condemn, but much on the
contrary to applued.

In concluding, it is only proper farther to remark,
that if' the Managers of the other institution be correct
in their opinion, that the poor of Edinburgh will & ob-
& tain from the mstitution, under their care, more effec-
wi tyal medical asistance, than is derived from Dispen.
« sarica in any other barge town in Europe,” there can
be no ground to apprehend that the New Town Dis-
pensary, which has so much more extensively diffused
its benehits, should suffer from a similar comparison.  IE
therefore the old institution merit (as it undoubtedly
will merits) # the continued support of a liberal puhlit’,'
the Managers of the new institution have surely no
veason whatever to dread that a eontinuance of that sup=
port will be withdrawn from them,
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OBSERVATIONS,

AT an early period with respect to
the appearance of Ophihalmia in the British
army, I was placed in charge of the Hospital
established for the reception of that disease;
and having conducted with success the treatment
of more than three thousand cases, when its
ravages at other ]1|nm:s‘wgmat and alarming ;
I am in & more particular manner called upon io
examine, with some attention, the grounds on
which Sir Wu. Apaus has advanced pretensions
to the discovery of ** those new and successful
methods of treating the disease,” which have
been announced to the army, in the ecircular
leiter of the Right Honourable the Secretary at
War, dated August 1817,

In consequence of a ctatement, made by the
Right Honourable the Secretary at War, in the
House of Commons, in the latter end of the
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Session of Parliament of 1816, which gave me the
first authentic information of the nature of the
claims advanced by Sir Wai. Apams, to a more
effectual freatmient of the Ophthalmic cases of
the Army—I lost no time in submitting a de-
tailed account and return of the suceess which
had marked my treatment of the acnie disease,
both with a view to its cure and eradication from
the army; as well as of that affection of the Cor-
nea which is liable to supervene, when the
previous disease has been neglected or mis-
ll'lil.ll.l.lgfd‘

This statement I was led to submit, less in
justice to my own claims, than in hehalf of
those who were praftically concerned in the
issue of the question; inasmuch as the preten-
gions of Sir Wm. Adams led to the temporary
substitution of a severe, and ineffectual opera-
tion, in' the room of that treatment which I
had sucecssflly employed, in a wider range of
cases than, itis to be hoped, will again occur in
military practice; and the efficacy” of which I
professed myself willing to demonsirate, if’ ad-
mitted te a fair and comparative trial, with
any means it was in the power of Sir Wm.
Adams, even at that time, to suggest

5

In a letter addressed by Sir Wm. Adams fo
the Governors of Greenwich Hospital, the nature
and the value of his discoveries are at last
detailed. However averse I am to carry the
discussion of such a subject beyond the strict
limits of professional arbitration, the direct re-
ference made in that letter, to my pame and
practice, induce me to take this general notice
of the pretensions he has advanced, aid which
appear to come under three distinct heads,

§ With respect to Sir Wm, Adams’s treatment,
in the commencement of the disease, by violent
vomiting, I shall say but little, convinced as I
am, that n he himself, shonld he ever see a
case of real Egyptian Ophthalmia, in its violent
and purulent stage, will not venture to place
his principal trust in such a remedy.

On this head he has manifestly founded his
conclusions relative to the treatment of the pus
rulent Ophthalmia, which prevailed in the army,
from the catarrhal form of disease, which chiefly
shows itsell among children, when much erowd-
ed together, and which, although an infectious
disease, is specifically dilferent from: the one
with which I have had to combat; or at the
most, his experience of the purulent disease in
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its early stage, has been confined to its appear-
ance at the Military Asylum, where the age or
the sex of the patienb, pl‘uw:nled it ever n(‘quit‘-
ing the excessive violence which it assumed in
the army.

Sir William insists particularly on the dis«
tinetion helwixt violent \'omitirlg', kept up for
eight or ten hours, by emetic tartar, which he
proposes, and a constant degree of nansea,
which was one of the means of cure, commonly
tried by others. The dillerence may readily be
admitted : but T am able to assert, that if far
fmore efficacions means than either, are not had
recourse o, in the genuine form of the disease,
the terminafion will add to the number of those
who have already fallen victims to its ravages,
and will seon proye, that innovation may be
tried at oo great a Fisque. No person can, with
less justice than myself, be accused of a rash and
indiscriminate recourse to the lancet; and §
wholly disclaim the abuse of this efficient
remedy, as described by Sir Wm. Adams. ‘The
rules which I was enabled to lay down, to guide
the employment of general depletion, and the
aids 1 derived from powerful and local treatment,
are open to examinalion, and on an early occa-
sion will be strictly detailed,

7

§ I proceed to examine the nature and the effi-
cacy of the discovery, claimed by Sir Wm, Adams,
for the cure of Opagque Cornea.  With respect
to his present practice, I must presume, thut
be either adheres to his original plan of treat-
ment by excision, which T have declared, and
which I can now prove to be from his own evi-
dence, (independent of many ebjections to its
general application) incompetent of itsell to the
cure of the disease; or, that he iz foreed to
combine with the operation those very means
which it was introduced to supersede, and of
which, I may venture to say, that Sir Wm.
Adams has still something to learn, hoth as to
their yalue, and their proper mode of applica-
tion.* 1 shall, therefore, in the first place,
submit some general observations respecting the

-
® T the meonth of September, 1818 Bir W, Adams admitied ton
patlent (wha, in esssequence of that admiiian, put Bimael{ unger
my care) thal there were hut two ways of applying canaic for the

cure of epague cornea—ane was by dropping o selwion of It into
ihe eye, which be aetoally ordered; the other, b i, would he
#0 violent in lts operatign, as io ovembon excrnciating pain, and
cndanger the safety of the eye. 1 refer tothe cxse of the Honble
Capt. C— RN, The swccens which immedistely attended
the g of this casc, without caming gith rivgue,
or even mumestary confinesent, only deews the gater

produced by ihe same remedy, secordlog to the mode Ba which juis

employed,
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discase ilself; and, in the second place, I shall
review the statements, now published, of its
practical resnlts,

It bas been ohjected o the claims of Sir Wm.
Adams, that he teok the knowledge of the ope-
ration from the practice of he late Mr. Saun-
ders; [ must, in Justice 1o myself observe, that
in my account of the Ophithalmia of the Army,
printed in 1506, when it would be ciasy Lo prove
that I could not have had access to the opinions
or practice of Mr. Saunders, I distinetly, and
prior to any modern writer, made use of the
term of Granular Surface, to describe the dis-
eased siale of the linings of the Palpebra,
which supervenes on Purulent Ophthalmia; and
explicitly mentioned the bad effects Mslll!ll_g
from the excision of the surface so diseased, and
the means which I then found, and still assert
to be better adapted to the purpose of restoring
the membrane to its healthy condition. My
subsequent  experience rendered the cure of
opague cornea, depending on that diseased state
of the |lu|pe!}rui |I'|1itr;;s} so much a matter of
uniform result at the Ophihalmia Hospital, that
lang before 1 heard that there was such a person
as Sir Wm. Adams, I had no reason to doubt

b}

but that my suceess was both understood and
appreciated,®

If it be objected (o these early operations that
the scissors were used instead of the knife, 1
beg to say, that both these instroments had been
repeatedly employed ; and I do not scruple to
asserl, that where the operation is required, the
sissors are the better instrument of the two;
that the surface which follows excision by them
is less irrvitable, and less disposed to a repro-
duction of fungus; (hat there is also less risque
of wounding the semilunar cartils of the pal-

pebrie, an accidenl very likely to occor in the

made of operating performed by Sic W, Adams,
and which 1 apprehend to have happencd in
some eases where the operation has led to a fer-
mination fatal to the orgun.

The cure of this granulated surface of the
palpebrae, by means of cxcision, is mentioncd
by Hippocrates ; and the disense under the
nanies of Sycosis and Scabies Palpebrarum, is
distinetly described by the succeeding authors of
the Greek amd Latin schools; and the cure as

* The change fn the dircetion of the Arey Medieal Depariment

subseguest o the Wa en expeditbog 1 1 the waut
of wepport which my services weuld otbarmive bave reerived,
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precisely directed by the three methods of e:lir.i-
sion, abrasion, and cauterisation. The Arabian
anthors are still more minute in their details re-
specting the treatment of opaque cornea, under
ihe term Sebel, nor has it been left to modern
times to sugzgest any improvement even in tI!e
mode of operating. The eversion of the eyelid
upon a melallic plate; although, rather an addi-
tion than an improvement, is expressly directed
Dy the commentators on these authors. However
much these facts are at variance with originality,
1 nevertheless consider that he who revives a
useful practice, after it has fallen into guler?l
disuse and oblivion, is entitled to as much merit
a5 if he had made the discovery in point of time,
as well as in point of fuct; and every liberal
person must regret that the knowledge of anti-
quity should ever be used to obsoure the reputa-
tion of a successful innovater, In the present
instance, however, the revival of the operation
is # retrogression in point of practice, and it is
against the utility and the exaggerated expecta-
tions held out from its adoption, that 1 have
hitherto endeavoured to contend. As the excel-
lence of modern surgery is not less conspicuous
in the abridged necessity for operaling in many
diseases, than in the refinement of those opera-
tions which it retains; the intreduction of an

operation where milder means are sufficient,
could never have been deemed an improvement,
by those appointed to judge, if the case had
been brought faicly before them.

I shall now follow the evidence of the cases
recently published by Sir W, Adams, in order
to shew how inexpedient the operation has
proved itself to be, and how completely he has
failed in the application of it.

Of the eases adduced by Sir Wm, Adams, in
the publication referred to—'*A Lettor addressed
to the Governors of Greenwich ]|us]Jilu|"—I
shall confine my observations to those which he
received from Uie hospilal under my directions,
and which he includes in what he calls the
second trial of his operation.  Their names are
Joseph Winter, John Capel, and David Grey,
being three men out of five whom Sir Wm.
Adams was permitted to seleet from the whole
number of cases, which I leftat ihe '(J]J!!lhulmin.
Hospital, when removed from that daty, and
which he of course selected as the most favour-
able for the plan of treatment he had then in
view.
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1 must not omit to mention, amongst ihe
difficulties which 1 had to surmount, in the
management of army cases, the practices used
by men, for the purpose of retarding their
recovery, and of resisting the means of cure,
when they wished to obtain their discharge
from the service. On the occasion of the cases
selected by Sir W, Adams for the trinl of his
treatment, an official letler was sent by ihe
Adjutant General, to the Commandant of the
Depdt, conveying a promise o the men so
selected, that in the event of their recovery,

under the treatment which Sir Wm. Adams
might employ, they would receive each a bounty

of thirly-six guineas, ora free discharge and a
pension.  The moral obstacles being thus re-
moved, the liltle success which seems to have
followed, can anly be imputed lo the injudiei-
OIS of the operation; the occasional effects
of which may be learned in the cases preceding
those to which I confine my observations.® I

s 8 Ehe case of Rickley, ihe inflammation, by

e mearly lead his ey ribed 1o the Walcheren Fever,

id ts be owing ta the purgative

rernally administered | asd the

of the eawe of Jo ller. whom be statex ' do

Bave entirely lou oneeve by the violewt inflsmmation and fongos

ubich fraalied from the aper is ancribed fo Ghe ame pure
gailre qualily in cascarilla bark,—vide page 31,
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am fully wiarranted in (he belief, that if these
men had been simply removed to a healthy situ-
ation, and if the offer made to them of a free
discharge had heen allowed to operate in place
of Sir Wm, Adams, the result would have been
more favorable than it has actually proved.

The names of the two men whom Sir Wm,
Adams omils to notice in his published report,
are William Wells of the 52, and Sergeant
Treble of the 43d regiments: these men Sir
Wm. Adams found it expedient to reject, after
having kept them for a month under his
treatment, on the frivolous pretext that caustic
had been applied to them by the officer who
succeeded me in charge of the Ophthalmic
Heospital,  Of the ikree remaining cases, John
Winter is reported to be cured, and, aceording
to the promise groen, i discharged with a pen-
sion; Jokn Copel is dismissed with one eye
** irrecoverably lost; " and David Grey witk
only one eye improved, after the lapse af two
years and three months,

1 shall afford caeh of these cases a separate
examination.
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First. Tn relating the ease of Joseph Winter,
Sic Wmn. Adams states, ** thal it never was my
“ practice to examine the interior of the upper
eyelids, until my return from the York Hlos-
“ pital in March 1812, where | had been to
“ see his new operations;” and when (be adids
in a note) “he saw Dr. Vetch” On what
grounds Sir Wm, Adams has had the hardiness
to advance an assertion so wholly withoul foun-
dation, 1amat a loss fo congeive. On the exa-
mination of, and in the application. 16 the inner
surface of the upper eyelids, no man can have
insistell more strongly than myself. L shall
annex two cases; one extracted from the Hospi-
tal Registers, and treated by incision, in 1809,
the other, by an escharolic application, in 1511,
as stated by the patient himself, Capt. Robinson,
of the 88th Regiment.

e

The remaining part of the assertion, which
makes me appear at the York Hospital, for the
purpose of seeing Sir Wm. Adams, -and his
new operations, is equally erroneous, and up to
the present hour 1 bave never been in the same
room with Sir Wm. Adams, nor seen any case
on which he has operaled for opague cornea.

15

1 am still in possession of alleiter from the
late Director ‘General, expressing his dissatisfac-
tion ‘at ‘my having declined an inferview with
Bir Wm. Adams; together with my answer,
containing my reasons for so doing, until his
operations could be judged of by their final
effects. The time to which Sir Wm. Adams
vefers, is June, and mot March, 1812; in
which month 1 did accompany Mr. Weir to the
York Hospital, but without seeing either Sir
Wm. Adams or his practice, farther than the
former was pointed out to me at a distance too
great for me to know one person from another.

The second case, John Capel. — Sir Wm,
Adams says, that this man was considered by
me as incurable ; n stalement not ulﬂ_\.‘ con=

‘4rary to truth, but inconsistent with'the whole
‘tenor of the regulations which I had esta-

blished, and which, as long as I had charge
of an hospital, were steadily adhered ‘to. By
these regulations, all men affected by opaque
cornea, mo matter to what extent, were re-
turned, not as blind, but as recoverable for
at’ least garrison duty, and treated accord-
ingly. 'The impaired siate of this man’s lealth,
andl the unfitness of the situation for his reco-
~very, ‘sufficiently explain the length of time,
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during which he continied to lose by frequent
relapses, the progress gained in the intervals ;
when admitted he laboured under a third attack
of acute purulent Ophthalmia, and was saved
from the imminent bagard of losing bis right
eye, by the treatment immediately resorted to.

But & mare important error in the narrative
of this case remains to be noticed. Al the time
this man was selected by Sic Wi, Adams, it ap-
pears by the evidence of ihe official report made
to the Medical Board of the state of his eyes,
as well as by that of a memorandum in the hand-
wriling of Sir Wm, that he was selected with
the susceptibility of recovery in both eyes; and
indeed, it is not to be supposed that Sic Wm.
Adams would have made choice of & case which
was otherwise. This man, however, is in the
final veturn stated by Sir Wm. Adams to have
« jrrecoverably Jost” the left eye, and which he
asserls was lost under my care. The registers
of the hospital, aford a minute detail of the
case, the evidence from which is, that the left
eye was ihe best of the two: Sir Wm. Adams,
in his own hand wriling, states the case as one
of opaque cornen, with diseased palpebral lin-
ings, and notices an inversion of the upper
eye-lid, but no mention is made of the left eye

I7

being: different from the right. The state of
this man is farther reported, by my successor at
the hospital, as one of simple opaque cornea,
with diseased linings of the palpebre, That
Sir Wim. Adams should lose an eye by the ope-
ration, does motsurprize: me; but if fhe state-
ments [ have quoted are correct, his attempt to
conceal the misfortune by such a substerfuge, is
what I could not expect. It is not enough for
Sie Win. Adams to say, or rather to prove, that
he did not perform the operation on the left eye,
as he must be well aware that the inflammation
excited by the eperation in oune eye, might very
possibly lead to such a return of active disease
in the other, as would. in the debilitated state
of the organ, eventually occasion ils *irreco-
verable loss,"

In the narrative of the case of David Grey, the
last in which I have any interest, he -stal-_-; him
to have been * upwards of two years at Bognor
(page 38); whereas he was admitled on the Tth
of Avgust, 1812, and selected by Sir Wm.
Adams on the 12th of October, Eu the same
year, making a period of nine weeks : and during
that short space of time, he experienced o more
rapid improvement, than he appears o have

[
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done daring two years and three months, which
elapsed from the time of his sclection by Sit
Wm. Adams, to his final examination by the
physician, the surgeon, the apothecary, the
assistant surgeon, and the assistant apothecary,
of Greemwich Hospital, whom Sir Wm. Adams
nominates as a board of appeal, from the report
given by Sir Henry Halford, Dr. Baillie, Sir
Everard Home, Mr. Cline, Mr, Cooper, and
Mr. Abernethy. the Board sppointed by the
Commander in Chief.

Bya P8 at page 38, Sir Wm. Adams ap-
pears but half satisfied with the opinion given
by this Board of his own selection.

Selected by Sir Wm. Adams on the
121h of October, 1812, five cases
T kY aos-d-nnianrsis

Two were afterwands rejected -

Two cured of cne eye—amd ssavsnones

One cored of both—all discharged with

Total sessss 5§
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From the ample experience now gained of the
operation, in conseqence of its [m\'in_-_; been em-
ployed in army praclice, with rather more zeal
than discrimination, the following conciusions
will, I believe, be found correct.

First, that of itself the operations however
frequently repeated, is unequal to the eure of
opague cornea; while, on the other hand, the
treatment 1 adopted in the disease, does not re-
quire the aid of an operation in one case out
of fifly.

Secondly, that the operation, besides being

in itself very painful, requires to be indefinitely
repeated, and is often followed by inflamma-
tion; while the treatment by the properly gra-
duated application of cavstic substances, pro-
duces neither pain nor inflammation.

Thirdly, in many cases where a new and
white surfuce has been obtained, after the re-
peated use of excision, the cornea often remains
vascular, a circumstance which never happens
when the cure of the membrane Iining the eye-
lid, has been effected by the action of escha-
rolics, properly applied, the cure of the cornea
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in'\'ariably- keeping pace with that of the mem-
brane.

EXTRACT from a GENERAL RETURN of fhe OFPHTHAL-
Mia DEpOT from the 15th November, 1807, (the
date ef ite extablishment ) to the 120k March, 1812,
shewing the result of the freatment of QFPAQUE
CoRxEA,
ADMITTED,
Labouwring nnder Opague Cornea, with vision
cither lost or impained <eveooeeceanen

DISCHARGED.
Cured of both eyes—1to their Regiments - 63
Ditto, ditto, but transferred to Veleran
Battalions « ssssssscsssnsnnss
Senl to Chelsen, on aceount of age and
ather infirmities sessss srassssn
Deuths, by other diseases vosves sannen
Discharged, with Pensions for Blindness,
being two-thirds of the total loss
ont of 3000 cases svsuansa
Under Ireatment s semwse snmsnnnrnn

Todal saesus
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The third claim of Sir Wm. Adams, con-
#sisls in asserting, that he first called the atten-
tion of the Medical Board to the importance
of restoring the healthy state of the palpebral
linings, previous to the discharge of the pati-
ents. On this very point 1 am willing to rest
the whole of my claims to consideration, for
however great the saving has been to the nation,
by my successful treatment of more than three
thousand cases of this formidable disease; and
of which success, Iagain invite the most minute
and severe scrutiny; yet this saving of men is
not to be compared with the benefit devived by
my unwearied exertions in calling attention to
this particular point of practice. Charges have
been preferred against me in consequence of
what I may call a religious adherence to ihis
rule, which T was the first lo introduce into
practice, and on which, T well knew the immu-
nity of the army from the disease, would in a
greal measure depend. The issue of one c]nrgu:‘_
preferred by a general officer, supported by the
certificate of surgeons, who were ignorant of
this importaut feature of the disease, after much
vexatious enguiry, procured me a letter of full
approbation from His Excellency Sir David
Dundas, dated 9th of November, 1509,




”

To prove my undeviating attention to the
restoration of the healthy colour and condition of
the palpebral linings, previous to the discharge
of any man to his regiment, 1 can call upon
every individual, who ever came under my care
for this disease. Not one of them was considered
cured, until this point was confirmed, by repeated
and careful examination of the inner surfuce of
the evelids. Their testimony will be corrohorated
by e\;ery mililary or medicel officer employed in
duly along with me, from the latter end of 1506,
when 1 first took an independent charge of the
discase, to the autumn of V812, when | resigned
it. During the whole of the above time I never
was preveated, either by sickness or by absence,
from persanally performing this duly. IT Sir
Wm. Adams means to say that he would employ
the operation of exeision in coavalescent cases,
wwhere this is the only remaining affection lefl by
ophthalmia, either with a view of rendering the
recovery more cerlain, or more expeditious, it is
altogether too absurd to be reasoned upon; if
he does not, his proposal goes ne farther than to
follow the criterion which I established, which
1 zealously adhered to in my own praclice, auil
endeavoured to promulgate as extensively as it
was in my power to do, It is mest unreasonahle
that I should be implicated in any ignorance or
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inattention, manifested by others, on this or any
other question connected with the discase.

An error having obtained al quarters of high
authority, that the cases of blindness sent at one
time in great numbers, from the Ophthalmic
Depit to the York Hospital, had been lost to
the service while at the former place; 1 think it
right not to omit this opporlunity of slaling,
that these cases merely passed through the hos-
|:1'L|;|| under my care, on their arrival from I'rws'ign
stations, in & state of hopeless blindness; the
number of such was al times so great, as lo
render it necessary to erect tents for their accom-
modation, the hospital being fully occupied by
ncute cases, to which even separate beds could
not be allotted. The returns accompanying
such men to the York Hospital, will shew the
place where each individual lost his sight, and
the loss at the Ophthalmic Hospital will not be
found to exceed firfy cases,

T shall conclude these observations with two
pmc[iml maxims, of the |I:'g||eat. importance, for
the truth of which I can appeal, both to my hos-
pital practice, and to those who assisted me
in the execulion of it—viz. that the first atiack
of Ophthalmic Inflammation may, in every ease,
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be conducted to a snccessful termination; and
that the Purulent Ophthalmin may at all times be
prevented from spreading itsell in any regiment,
or hody of individuals, by making the state of the
membrang Iining the eyelids, the criterion of
ihe commencenient, as well as of the termination
of the disease,

Seymour Terrace,
st Feb. 18518,

APPENDIX.

Case of Robert Bolderson, aged 10, 84tk Foot,

Noe, 20, 1800. Disease principally confived io the
lining of the palpebre, which are swollen amd  villous,
secreting a quandity of thick purulent matter. Lachrymal
d iM‘lIJ;rgL‘ little augmented, bui hot.

21, Eyes feel easier, lachrymal discharge cold.

22, The fingus palpebrarim continues the same.

Diee. 17, The fungus less prominent; bas beon fre
quently tonched with the argentum nitratum and also por-
tioms have been removed by the scissors, with evident
relief;: no purulency.

Jaw. 15, 1810, The lining of the palpebre sssumes
less of a granukated appearance, and is of a much paler color.

N.B. This man, after being attacked by fever and o
tedious affection of the skin, was dismissed cured to his
regiment, tbe 2d of July, 1810,

Case gf Captain Robertson, 090k Regiment.

I regret that I cannot describe your treatment of my
eyes in the language of the profession; but, 1 bope, that
in the brief and simple sareative 1 shall give of if, 1 shall
be able to make myself understood. 1 reached the Ople
thalmia Depdi about the 20tk of Febraary, 1811, and fhe
benefit 1 derived from your practice and attention at the

c
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Depbt, made so deep an impression on my mind, that T
still do, and cver shall redain, a perfect recollection of your
treatment of wmy eyes, Your first instructions to me, after
my arrival at Aldwick, related fo regimen, exercise, and ina
general way fo the manner T was to live; you first gave me
some purgative medicines, and then began to apply widriol
to the inside or inner surflice of my upper eyelids; you con-
tinued this application generally every secoml day, for at
least two months, Sometimes the application of the vitriol
eaused considerable irritation: on those occasions you al-
Towed the cye to recaver a listle lrefore you applicd it again,
1 was under your immediate care at the Ophthalmia Depdt
nearly three montls, viz. from the latter end of Febmary to
the 20th of May, 1811, My eyes made oo progress
towards improvement for some months before 1 got to
Aldwick, the discase was then in a chromie sinte; but
1 had ot been at the Depht above o fortmight, when 1
found that T could see munch better, and my sight con-
tinued to improve withvut any intermption after.  Indeed
1 was cqually delighted and astonished at the rapidity
of ihe recovery 1 made whilst under yoar care; und 1
repeat, thal [ conceive it is to your abilities, exertions, and
experience, | am entirely indebted for the restoration of
my sight.

DANIEL ROBERTSOX.

Blair Alhaty
1adh Dee. 1817,

THE END,
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REPLY, §&e.

———

AMONG the nomerous and unwarrantable at-
tacks which I have had to sustain, in consequence
of my respectfiul obedience to the humane wishes
of His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief,
to establish by public' experiment, and to pro-
mulgate for the benefit of the army, a particular
mode of cure for the Egyptian Ophibalmia, the
late pamphlet of Doctor Vetch is an extraordinary
instance. That he miended to be severe is oh-
vious, and that he has been: betrayed into in-
Jjustice’ (as I am willing to believe from imperfect
recollection and information) will, I think, be
evident from the facts which [ am about to sub-
mit to the reader’s judgment.

It were idle here to enter minutely intothe ques-
tion as to the relative merits of the modes de-
scribed by Doctor Vetch, and those practised by

B
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myself, for the treatment of the Egyptian Oph-
thalmia, that point having already been decided
by the conelusive testimony of experience ; and
were it not that Doctor Vetch has ventured to
question my veracity, as well as very materially
to misrepresent the results of my practice, upon
which the opinion of the Government has been
founded, I should consider it nnnecessary to take
any notice whatever of his publication.

In order to expose the errors and misrepre-
sentations into which Doctor Vetch has fallen in
his attempts to impeach the statements in my
letter to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, 1
consider it necessary to bring the reader ac-

quainted with the circumstances connected with
those trials of my practice to which his publica-
tion refers.

In consequence of my success in curing the
Egyptian Ophthalmia, I had the honor of receiving
an invitation from the Adjutant-General towards
the close of 1811, to call upon him at the Horse-
Guards ; where 1 learned from him the importance
which His Royal Highness, the Commander-in-
Chief, attached to the knowledge of a successful
mode of curing that disease, with a view to its
general adoption in the army. I proposed there-
fore that a given number of cases should be
placed under my care, to enable me, practically to
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demonstrate the efficacy of ‘my modes of treat
ment, and my proposal ‘was adopted ; but eir-
cumstances having arisen during the trial of
my practice, which were caleulated to frustrate
its object, T abandoned the experiment alto-
gether, with the concurrence and approbation of
the Adjutant General, to whom' 1 explained my
reasons for so doing.—One of those reasons, was
the abrupt removal of Doctor O'Reilly, an assistant
surgeon at York Hospital, who had been appointed
to attend the men there under my cave, and whom
I had, in consequence, minutely instructed in the
principles and details of my practice,

Doctor O'Reilly was transferred to the Ophthal-
mic Depdt at Boguor, then superintended by
Daetor Vetch.

The cireumstances which gave rise to and ac-
companied Doctor O'Reilly’s unexpected removal
were 50 severely felt by that Gentleman, that, afier
remaining at the Ophthalmic Depdt for a short
time, he returned to London and abandoned the
service altogether.

From him I learned that there were a consider-

able number of patients at the Bognor depdt,

wha were fit subjects for my practice.
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It was at this time determined by the Com-
mander-in-Chief, that a second set of patients
should be placed under my care, and being unable
to obtain at York hospital any subjects whose
vision it was possible perfectly to restore, (as the
cornen of the men selected for me there, were in
a state of ulceration, or otherwise irreparably in-
jured), I, in consequence of Doctor O'Reilly’s
suggestion, madeapplication to His Royal High-
ness, the Commander-in-Chief, for permission
to select six patients at the Boguor Depit.
This application 1 felt no delicacy in making, as
1 had learned that Doctor Vetch had sailed for
the peninsula, and that another medical officer
had been appointed to succeed him in the
Ophthalmic Hospital.

His Royal Highness acceded to my application,
and I reached Bognor seven days after the arrival
there of Doctor Vetch’s successor, who had (as I
was informed) frequented York hospital during
the time, that my practice was undergoing trial,
by the surgeons of that institution.

A number of men were drawn up in the hospital
yard, for my inspection, whose cases, (with the ex-
ception of John Capel®) were of the same unfavour-

* This man’s case was an inversion of both the upper eyelids, the
conjunctiva in & granular state, the cornea of the right eye gene-

=
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able description as those I had just before rejected
at York hospital. Having inquired of the depot
surgeon, in the hearing of the two medical officors
sent down from London, 1o be present at the selec-
tion, where were the many suitable cases, which
Doctor O'Reilly had told me were in the hospital ?
I was answered © they were under treatment.”
This answer | naturally interpreted as a refusal
to let me see these cases,

I now despaired of finding even u second patient
who afforded the prospect of cure; when four of
the men who had been kept back “ under treat-
ment,” but whose patience, as I afterwards learned
from them, was exhausted by the length of their

confinement, and the fruitless treatment they had
undergone,” having heard of my arrival, came out
of the wards, into which I was not permitted to
enter, and presented themselves for examination.
These men who laboured under granular lids, with
opaque cornea, and were nearly blind, were,
by my direction, afterwards sent to London with
Capel, for my treatment ; but I could not find at
Bognor a sixth patient, of whose cure | could en-
terfain any hope whatever; in consequence of
which, on my return to town, I determined to make

rally opaque. O the cornea of the left was o large cicatrix,
the pupil comtracted, and the irs adhe o the comea, in
consequence of that tanic having been ruptuered from uleeration
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a farther experiment upon Serjeant Parsons, al-
though his case was extremely unfavourable, and
one of those T had formerly given up at York
hospital.

In the course of the examination at Bognor,
I was minute in my inquiries of many of the
men, whose eyes excited my suspicion, whether
caustic had been appl jed, and rejected all those who
answered in the afiirmative, because I had fre.
quently known that application to have pro-
duced indelible opacities of the cornea. Not-
withstanding these inquiries and the reasons I as-
signed for them, it was not mentioned to me that
any of the men whom I selected had had such an
application ; and it was not until their arrival in
London the following month, when I found the
eyes of four of them considerably more inflamed
than at the time 1 inspected them at Bogner, that
1 became acquainted with the nature of the
“ treatment” which they had undergone there, a
few days before my arrival.

The inflammation was so severe in the eyes of
Eerjem:lt Treble of the 43d regiment and William
Wells of the 52d, that I judged it due to myself
to reject them as patients, the intended experi-
ment being applicable only to men blind (rom
granu!ar lids and opagque cornea, and not 1o those
whose eyes were in the highest state of inflamma-
tion, in consequence of the application to the eye-
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balt (as the men asserted to me,) of lunar caustic or
blue stone. I took down,  their staements, in
writing, and, after having them atiested by a
professional friend, I transmitted cnpir-_-;s 1o the
Adjutant-General, as well as to the Army Medical
Board. The men were subsequently examined
by the Army Medical Board, as to the truth
of those statements; which statements, as they in-
formed me, (for [ was ignorant of their examina-
tion, until after it had taken place,) they fully and
distinetly confirmed.®

By the removal of these men, the number
of my patients was reduced to four, namely,
Joseph Winter, John Capel, David Grey, and
Serjeant Parsons, who underwent my treatment
and operations, which were commenced in No-
vember, 1812,

It happened to come to my knowledge, at
the time these men were under my care, that
an assertion had gone forth, in opposition to my
claims of being the first to prove the * geweral
existence” of the granulations of the lids, in cases
of E;:_\'plian ophlhalmia, and to inculecate the neces-

sty of their removal in the practice of the Army;
~that Docter Vetch had in his work in 1806, as
well as in his practice, evinced a previous know-

* See Appendiz Nos, 1 and 2.
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ledge of this subject. I therefore judged it expe-
dient to adopt the advice of my Fricﬂ.ds, by ubts;m-
ing the testimonyonoathof Winter, Capel, and Par-
sons, (the two former of whom I had cured, in a few
months, after they had been upwards of three years
under Doctor Vetch's care, without beéing bene-
fited ;) because I conceived that their testimony
would be deemed conclusive, in regard to my pre-
tensions.  The eyes of Grey, from drunkenness,
various irregularities, and three attacks of ague
while under my treatment, were at this period
in a high state of inflammation.

Upon the authority of these affidayits, | made
certain statements, in my letter to the Directors
of Greenwich Hospital, declining, however, to
insert the affidavits themselves in that pub-
lication, from motives which every respectable
member of the profession must readily nnderstand.
But from the tone in which 1 have been assailed
by Doctor Vetch,—from the nature of the accusa-
tions which he prefers, as well against my veracify
as my prqfe.momi skill, T should be chargeable
with extreme fastidiousness or morbid feeling, if 1
declined any longer to give these affidavits to the
public®.

In December, 1813, my four patients were

# For copies of these afidavits see Appendix Ne. 3.
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finally examined at the Army Medical Board, and
reported upon without any invitation to me o be
present al tkeir :'uapec:ion, or any infimation even,
that suck inspection was intended.  The report of
these cases was sent to the Commander-in-Chief
by the Board, and His Royal Highness did me
the honour to have a copy of it forwarded to me:
but conceiving that justice had not been done
1o my practice in this report, I took the pa-
lients to Greer Hospital, in order to have
them examined by the five medical officers of that
institution, who attested the then state of their
eyes and vision.

The examination alluded to at the Army Medi-
cal Board, took place on the 1044 of Decenber,
1813; that at Greenwich Hespital on the 10#; of
January, 1814.  The patients were, therefore, un-
der my care from the middle of November, 1812,
until the beginning of January, 1814 ; that is, about
one year and three months,  In fact, three of
them were recovered at the end of eight months,
as stated in their affidavits, although 1 delayed
making a formal report upon their cases to
the Army Medical Board, from an expeetation
of being also enabled to report the recovery
of Grey, and thus to combine in one report the
result of all the cases submitted to my care.  iut
in this expectation which I continued to indulge

from week to week, I was unfortonately disap-
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ointed by Grey's habits of inebriety, and conse-
quent indisposition to conform to my directions.
Siill, however, 1 succeeded II]li'ﬂ'lﬁtE]_\'l'll restoring
this man’s vision, insomuchas to enable him to
read a newspaper for two or three hours at a time.

The reports of the Army Medical Board, and of
the medical officers of Greenwich Hospital, dif-
fered so materially, that it was judged expedient
to institute another trial of my practice, to be wit-
nessed and reported upon by Sir Henry Halford,
Doctor  Baillie, Sir Everard Home, Mr. Cline,
Mr. Astley Cooper and Mr. Abernethy. Eight
Chelsea pensioners were selected for #his experiment,
and it was upon my treatment of these patients, that
the opinion of that Committee, (denominated the

(}phlhnimi{:,j was fonnded, with regard  to my
practice, and not upon the cases of the men brought
from Bognor, as stated by Doctor Yetch,

The report of this committee, together with the
result of the treatment, are to be found in my
letter, addressed to the Directors of Greenwich
Hospital.

Such are the eircumstances connected  with
those trials of my practice, which took place pre.
vious to the decision of Government to form an
ophlha]nn'c hospital, for the treatment of the
blind pensiqn:rs; the knowledge of which cir.
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cumstances was indispensably necessary, to enable
the reader fully to decide, upon some of the many
errors into which Doctor Vetch has fallen, in his
recent pa‘m].hlm_

Doctor Vetch sets out by expressing some
degree of soreness and discontent, in consequence
of the recent circular of the Right Hon. the Secre.
tary at War, upon the subject of my pract
connecis that expression with ihe following pas-
sage :—**In consequence of a statement made by
the Right Hon. the Secretary at Warin the House
of Commons, in the latter end of the session of par-
liament of 1816, which gave me the first authentic
information of the claims advanced by Sir William
Adams, to a more effectoal treatment of the oph-
thalmic cases of the army, 1 lost no time in sub-
mitting a detailed aceount of the success which
had marked my treatment of the acute disease,
both with a view to its cure and eradication from
the army; as well as of that affection of the
cornea which is liable to supervene, when the pre-
vious disease has been neglected or mismanaged.
This statement 1 was led to submit, lessin justice
to my own claims, than in bekalf of those who were
pmﬁ‘r'mffy concerned m the faswe of the question ;
inagmuch as the pretensions of Sir William Adams
led to the temporary substitution of a severe and
ineffectual operation, in the room of that dreatment
which I kad suecessfully employed”
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Of this extraordinary passage, I donot conceive
it necessary to take amy other notice, than to
refer to the documents contained in this publi-
cation,—to the admitted and well-known fact of the
much greater success which has attended the
treatment of ophthalmia in the army, since the
adoption of my |1r:u:1i1:c, than prevailed under
the system employed and recommended by Doctor
Vetch ;—and alzo to the result of my system upon
the blind pensioners at present under my own im-
mediate superintendence at York hospital®.

* The following npotice has been just sent for insertion fo the

difforent medical Jowrnals :—

& SigWillinm Adams having had the honoar 10 be nominsted by
His Majesty’s Govemnment, o superintend that pant of Yerk
Heapatal, Chelsea, which has been approprinted to the receplion
of the Mind pensioners belonging o the Army, Navy, aml Anil-
lery, feels it a duty 10 lay open to the professicn at large his new
modes of treating them, ‘This duty is suggested as well by the
peeuliar confidence which has been reposed in him, as by the high
sanction thus conferred wpom his improvements in - ophibalmic
surgery,  He therefore frecly invites all medical practitiners, aad
stwdents, wha are interested in the advancement of this branch of
surgery; toattend his operations at York hespital; which, for their
convenbence, will be |:4.'rf|nmud in futiare, on T'm‘ml'_'l"r': arsl Fridays,
between the hours of seven and nine in the morning.

% To remove all doubt, or misconception, with regard to Sin
Witriad Apams's practice, he proposes, oneach of these days,
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Doctor Vetch expresses a doubt whether 1 had
ever geen a  case of real Egyptian ophthalmia in
the wviolent and purulent stage,” and ** his con-
viction that my conclusions are formed from the
catarrhal form of disease, which is specifically dif-
ferent from that which he had to combat; or at
the most, that my experience of the purnlent dis-
ease, in iis early stage, has been confined to iis
appearance at the Military Asylum, Sc.” It
cannot surely be necessary for me to shew the
absurdity of the doubt Doctor Veteh has thus ex-
pressed, or the erroncousness of his * conviction”
as to the data from which 1 have formed my conclu-
sions.  As to the latter part of his observation, I
shall only remark, that 1 have never seen an acute

case of ophthalmia of eny kind at the Military

Asylom, and consequently the information which 1

1o give a deseription of the nature of one of the diseases 1o be ope-
rted upon—the general modes of performing the operation=—his
pecubine mode—and his reasons for devinting from the wsual prac-
tice, whero such deviation has been found nocessary.

*The reconds kept of each case, from the patient's sdmission info
the hospial te his final discharge, will be open ab the periods
already mentioned, for the inspection of such gertlemen as attend ;
30 that the. profession will be enabled fairly to appreciate the cha-
racter of the me, as compared with the old modes of practice.

“ltis expected thint from fiftees famdred to foo thowsand pafients
will successively be placed under the care of Sin WirLiau
Apanes, in this Instinsion,

26, Albewmarle-streel, March 10, 1518.”
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possess upon the subject could not have been
derived from that source. [ am ready, however,
toallow, that I never have contended, nor am 1
ever likely to contend with the discase, under
that wviolent form in which it assailed the patients
ander Doctor Vetch's charge; for should T fail
to cure the disease at its outset, {which failure
did not, however, happen in any instance at St
Pancras® workhouse either in the case of children
ar of adwiis) my general treatment is not calculated
to injure the constitution of the patient, or to
aggravate the malady, which injury and aggrava-
tion (as I shall at a future period prove to a de-
monstration, according to the most approved prin-
eiples of pathology,) there is too much reason to
fear was oceasioned, by the numerous and very ex-
tensive bleedings prat'lisn[l by Doctor Vetch.

Doctor Vetch after admitting the difference
between the nauseating and the emetic practice as
laid down by mé®* adds; * No person can with

* It will be recollected, that the medical officers of the Landon
Eye Infirmary, in their special report to the Governors of that ine
sitution, not only asserted the identity of thess practices, but pre-
ferred, and promulgaied, o fhe arpense of those funds shich mere
mubicribed for the benevolent objects of that imstifution, aspoci-
fic charge of dishonourable conduct against nc, for maintining the
distimctness of their character.,
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less justice than myself be accused of a rash and
indiscriminate recourse to the lancet ; and [ wholly
diselaim the abuse of this efficient remedy, as
described by Sir William Adams.” OF Doctor
Vetch's practice in the acuie stage of ophthalmia,
I know nothing beyond what he describes in his
work published in 1808; and in that book, page 98,
he says, “ Under such circumstances it {the bleed-
ing) was of ten repeated to the eighth or ninth time,
without the decided benefit which followed its
more  extensive employment.”  He' afterwards
states, that at first he seldom took away more
than thirty ounces at a time, which in the more
violent form of the disease was found insufficient,
when he' adds, © fifty or sixty ounces must be
taken away to relieve the pain, or bring on syn-
cope.”  Again, p. 104, when speaking of the
effects of these large bleedings upon the blood,
his words are, * The changes which took place
in the relative proportions of the serum and the
crasgsamentum, were such as might be expected.
The serum, in those cases where the bleeding was
not carried beyond thirfy ounces, but repeated to
the feath or fwelfth time, had its specific gravity
gradually lessened to that of water, to which in
its healthy state it was with some patients about
1,082 to 1,000, &e. In cases where the quantity
of blood taken at a time was much greater, the
serum  sometimes became heavier, having a
tinted and milky appearance, with a much smaller
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quantity of acid than is generally required, it
formed a firm coagulum, without leaving any
serosity.  This addition to the serum, seemed
evidently to be produced at the expense of the
crassamentom, towhich the red globules did not
adliere with their usual tenacity, but mixed with
the serum on the slightest agitation.”

From these quotations the reader will judge
whether T was not correct, when [asserted in my let-
ter to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, that if
the disease could be cured without the loss of any
blood, which I had proved to be practicable, such
a change of syslem was desirable.—W ho, indeed,
can doubt, that it was a great desideratum to prevent
the abstraction of three hundred and sizty ounces or
thirty pounds of blood ; w practice, the injurious
elfects of which, upon the texture of the blood, as
mentioned by Doctor: Veteh himself in the note
just quoted, could not fail to impair the consti-
tution of the patient, in a very large majority of
cases.  If Doctor Vetch has found it necessary to
abandon and ** wholly disclaim” this practice, |
am not aware of his baving, ever communicated
this change of opinion to the profession, until the
publication of his late pamphlet.

Doctor Vetch adverts to my mode of curing
opaque cornea, in the following words, * I proceed
te examine the nature and the efficacy of the dis-
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covery claimed by Sir William Adams, for the
cure of opaque cornea. With respect to his present

practice, I minst presuime, that he either adheres
to hig original plan of treatment by excision, which
I have declared, and which I ean now prove to be
from his own evidenee, (independent of many
objections to'its general application) incompetent
of itself to cure the diseaze ; or, that he is forced
to combine with the operation, those very means
which it was introduced to supersede.™

Now, upon what data, I ask, has Doctor Vetch
founded his examination of my practice ; where has
he obtained hisinformation, that my original plan
of treatment for the cure of opague cornea was “ ex-
or where
have I recommended the * general application”

cision uncombined with other means

of excision in such cases? Doctor Vetch here
combats creatures of his own fancy ; he evidently
confounds the mode of removing the granulations
of the lids, with the practice of curing the opaci
ties of the cornen, caused by these granulations,
erronenusly concluding that the removal of the
former will occasion that of the latter.

But T have uniformly maintained, that the
two forms of the disease required different
modes of treatment ; and have speeifically stated
in my letter to-the Directors of Greenwich
Hospital, the much greater difficalty of curing

[+
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the opacities than of removing the grapula-
tians.

i With regard to the granulations, Doctor Vefeh
agserts, that he described them in his work in
1806, and was the first author who made use of
‘t the derin of grawuwlar supface 1o describe the
lini ngs of the palpelirpe which SUPErYenes on pur-
lgnt pphthalmia.” He cerfainly did deseribie the
granulations of the lids, but it was whes they
became everted through the violence of the discase,
and when of eourse those granulations could not
e averlooked ; it did not, therefore, require much
acumen in Doctor Veteh tomake this discovery.
He alsp published a plate fo shew the gppearance
of such granulations, angd recpmmended modes for
their pempyal, but this also was when the lids were
spoigfangously everded. 1is words are, page 113,
“ To get rid of the grapulations which take place
on the everted palpebra, different remedies have
been tried. This is a symptom which has now
been treated in almost eyery part of the kingdom,
in consequence of its continuing with those men
who lost their sight in Egypt.”

Again, in page 117, © the eversion of the eyelids,
after the decline of the disease, is also less frequent
than was the case in the 52d regiment, previous
to the adoption of blood-leiting.  This hypersar-
cosis, however, when produced, is np less trou.
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blesome to remove ; of its structure T remain still
ignorant, further than of the granulated appear-
ance of its structure,” &e. &e.  These quotations
Jjustify the conclusion, that it was in cases of spon-
taneously everted palpebre alone that he discovered
the gravulations and recommended his practice ;
for | cannot find through his work, that Doctor
Vetch ever everted the upper eyelids (where the
granulations are usually the most numerous) in
order to look for these granulations, or that he gives
directions to his readers so to do, which surely he
would not have omitted had he previeusly been
aware of their © general existence.” The cases of
Balderson in 1809, and of Capt. Robertson in 1811,
inserted in Doctor Veteh's appendix, furnish no
proof that even so late as at these periods he had
generally adopted that practice, now so universally
uged in the army upon my recommendation.

Doctor Vetch asserts, in page 11 of his pamphlet,
“ that I was permitted to sefect five men from the
whole number of cases which he had left at the
ophthalmic hospital, and that I, of course, selected
the most favourable cases for the plan of treat-
ment [ had then in view." 1 have already ex-
posed the fallacy of this assertion, shewing that I
was, ot permitied to seleet *° from the whole num-
ber of cases in the ophthalmic hospital,™ and
that even the men whom I had taken away, could
not be considered as very eligible cases to treat, in

c2
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consequence of the caustic applications which had
been employed to their eyes, and the inflam-
mation which had resulted from those appli-
cations.

I have now to notice Doctor Veteh’s review of
that part of my letter to the Directors of Green-
wich hospital, in whiel [ related the ease of
Joseph Winter; in this review he more than in-
sinnates, that I have incorrectly asserted * that it
never was his practice to evert the upper eye-lids
until after hig return from the York hospital in
1812, where he had been to see my new opera-
tions.” He says, “1 add (in a note) that I
gaw him there,”  But it must be obvious from a
candid review of my letter, that the inference of
Doctor Veteh is guite over-strained, for the pas-

sage to which he refers was a mere extract of
Winter's affidavit as follows : *° He {Doctor Vetch)
pever examined the internal part of my spper eye-lids
until his return from the York hospital in March
1812, where it was reporfed he had been to see

some new operations.” Now as there were no
other * new operations” then practising at York
hospital, about which Doctor Vetch could have
felt any interest, and as he iunm:dia!el}' at!npted
my practice after 1 had explained and exhibited
it there, it was perfectly natural for me to give
fall credit io Winter’s statement.  Tn a note, in
the same page of my letter, in which this pas-
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sage appeared. I memtioned (in confirmation of
the * report” stated in Winter's affidavit) that « I
saw™ Doctor Vetch at the York hospital, but this
did not amount to an assertion that Doctor Veteh
had * been at York Hospital to witness my opera-
tions,"—aor that * he had scen any case in which I
operated for opaque cornea,”—or that I had had
an_interview with him upon this or any other
subject. e was merely pointed out to me at a
distance, and until T read his pamphlet, T was
equally ignorant of his having declined an in-
terview  with me, or of such a proposition
having ever been made to him. Yet I must
observe, that although  Doctor Vetch did not see
me operate, he had very sufficient means of oe-
quiring a knowledge of the practice I pursued
upon my patients at York hospital, as I had ope-
rated upon them but a short time before lis ap-
pearance there, in the presence of all the medical
officers attached to that establishment, and a great
many other army surgeons. The inslrul:mui:g ifi-
deed, with which I performed those operations, [
lent to the surgeon of Y ork Hospital as patterns, to
have others made for the use of the hospital—and
my subsequent treatment of the several patients was
daily recorded upon the hospital books, by my
assistant Doctor O’ Reilly, in obedience to the
order of the late Director-General. There was,
consequently, no difficulty on the part of Doctor




Veteh, or of any other nrm'y gurgeon, to aciuire
a knowledge of my pructice.

In referring to my detail of the case of John
Capel, Doctor Veich affects to dispute the aceu-
racy of my statements. But here, as in the case
of Winter, my statements were founded upon the
affidavit of the man himself. Doctor Vetch sets
out with declaring, * that the statement which I
had made that Capel’s eyes were considered by
him as incurablé, was not only contrary to truth,
but inconsistent with the regulations of the hospi-
tal, according te which all men affected by opagque
eornea, no matter to what' extent, were uniformly
refurned by him not as blind, Dbut as recoverable

for at least garrison duty, and treated accordingly.”

The following passage from Capel’s affidavit, is
directly incontradiction to Doctor Fetel's azsertion.
“ After andergoing various treatment ander Doctor
Vetch, T was told by him that my case was utterly
hopéléss, was turned out of the Infirmary Wards,
and sent to the Incurable Wards, where I remained
for two years (after Doctor Vetch had given me up
as incurable) when I was selected by Mr, Adams."”
From this afidavit, it must be allowed, that 1 was
warranted, in believing that Doctor Vetch con-
gidered this man as incurable, more particu-
Tarly as I found him, after baving been under

-
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thie. Doctar'd caré upwards of three yéare, Td-
bouring under grnnulatiunsof the Tids and opaijtie
eoriied ; with aldo an inversion of both nppet By
lids which occasiGtied bim contiieal paiii ad soff-
ing, and which, by the irritation of the eye-lashes
dizainist thie eyeball, kept up did ifitréased the
apacity of the corned,

Doctor Veteh hext nofices, what h styled; “a
fiote important error” in my rarrative of this éase.
He affirinis, © At the time this man was selectéd
by Sir William Adams, it appests by the evidence
af the tfficial report made bo the Medical Board of
thie state of hiseyes; as well a8 by thar of a figwo-
Fdviduni it the hdidwriting of Siv William; that he
was selected Svith the swscéptibility of sition in Bath
&es”  Tlie official report to which Doctor Vetch
alliides, is as follows, * Diséased conjunétiva,
opaque corned, vascalarity and inversion of the
eyelids.” Here theré is certainly no Mention
made of fhe state of the left eye; but it may
be proper to stafe, fhat this report wis never
seeri by me, unlil accompanied with a copy of that
gent ia to the Commander-in-Chiéf, ofthie state of
the man's eyes after the conclusion of my treat-
imént, from which very report drawn up by the
Medical Board, it must be evident, as the follov-
ing extraet shews, thatthe left eye was lost, tothe
knowlédge of the Medicdl Board, beforé T under-
took the careof the other.— He, (Capel,) can but
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Jjust distinguish day-light with the lefteye, in whick
the disorganization; continues as before ;" thus dis-
tinctly referring to the. examination’ of the man,
before he underwent my treatment.

I have obtained, within these few days, from the
Army Medical Board, a copy of the * Memoran-
dum in my own hand-writing,” made at liqgno:r,
from which it will be seen, that | made no men-
tion whatever of the left eye. ' John Capel, 51st regi-
ment, ‘“ An inversion of the upper eye-lid with
diseased conjunctiva and opacity of the cornea,”
Now bad I meant to refer to both eyes, it is
clear, that this memeorandum, would have men-
tioned eye-lids.—How, then, doesthis memoran-
dum justify or excose the assertion of Doctor
Vetch# At the time I examined Capel, I dis-
tinctly declared io the medical officers present
at Bognor, that the lefi eye was incurable, the cor-
nea being ruptured and: the pupil. nearly closed.
Therefore; in my memorandum, no notice is taken
either of the ruptured eornea, or the contracted apd
almost obliterated pupil, which eould only be re-
lieved by the operation for artificial pupil, and this
was if operation totally different from that for the
trial of which the proposed experiment was to take
place. i

If any further evidence of the inaceuracy of
Dartor Vetch's assertion be necessarv, it will ha
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found in the record faken of Capel's case imme-
=|i:itn|.)‘ on his arrival from Bognor, which record
I have transcribed from the identical report to
which the signatares of the medical officers of
Greenwich Hospital were affixed in 1814, This
record, together with Capel’s affidavit, made in
1813, are conclusive—that his left eve was lost
while under the care of Dr. Vetch—that I did not
“ gelect him with  the susceptibility of vision in
both eyes,” and consequently that 1 have not been
guilty of an * attempt to conceal by a subterfnge
the misfortune of having destroyed one of his eyes,”
which Dr. Vetch has had the * hardihood” to
agsert.

Capel's affidavit contains the following passage :
My left eye, which became blind at Bognor, Mr.
Adams considered hopeless, and therefore did not
undertake its eure.”” The original record of the case
was in the following words: © A complete turn-
ing in of the eye-lashes against the ball in both eyes,
Both corne mpletely clouded by films. Consi-
derable inflammation, thickening and roughness of
the lining of the eyelids, accompanied with con-
tinueil pain from the friction of the lashes, His left
eye has been so much injured by nlceration, that
I refused undertaking its treatment, of which eir-
cumstance [ desired Mr. Warren, of the Army
Medical Board, to make a memorandum before
my treatment had commenced, and that owing to
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the Iﬁming 1f1of the lashies {a distirict diséise from
the oplithalinia, and of itzelf fredquently occasioi.
ing blindness) 1 did not expect to maké even this
(the vight eve) perfect. T would not Rove seleciéd
him for drentiveni if T could have procured anether
Potient in his stead.”

I miust smnex ohe obsérvation as to the ac-
curacy of Dector Véfch’s hospital registers,
He sayg,  The register of the hospital affords
a minote detail of the case, (he evidetice
from  which is, that the lft ege was the Best
of the two.” Agaiil, © The state of this man is
further reported by my successor at the hospital,
as one of simple epague cornea, with diseased
lining of the palpebre.” Thus in opposition to
the direct and circumstantial evidence 1 have
quoted, we have here the authority of Doctor
Vefch himself, with that of his successor, who
Kept back from me at Bognor the suitable cdses
represented to be thére by Doctor O'Reilly, ds
well as the fact that cauvstic applications Tad
been made, in the maumer which 1 have al-
ready stated, o the eves of thie men whom I had
selected.  But letany man estimate the character
of these hospital registers contrasted with the di-
rect and circumstantial evidence which T have
guoted.

Doctor Vetch concludes his “review of my

o

statements,” by an éndeavour to disprove, that part
of my description respieting David Grey's case, in
which 1 mention that he was in the dphthalmic
depbt al Bognor, for upwards of {wo years:
he says, “ In the narrative of the case of David
Grey, Sir William Adams states  him (Grey)
to have been llpwn'n:]:s of two years at Bognor,
whereas he was admitted on the Tth of August,
1812, and selected by Siv William Adams on the
12th of Otober in the same year, making a period
of mine weeks ; and, doring this short space of
time, he experienced a more rapid improvement
than he appears to have done, during fiwo years and
three months whith elapsed from the time of his
selection by Sir William Adams, to his final exa-
mination by the physician, the surgeon, the apo-
theeary, the mssistant surgeon, and the assistant
apothecary of Greenwich Hospital, whom Sir
William Adams nominated as a Board of Appeal;
from the report given by Sir Henry Halford, Dr.
Buillie, Sir Everard Hote, Mr. Cline, Mr. Astley
Cooper, amd Mr. Abernethy, the Board ap-
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief.”

This was evidently deemed by Doctor Veich, a
very trinmphant paragraph ; but it happens, unfor-
tunately for him, that [ am able notalone fully (o
establish my own statenents, but also to prove, that
in his eagerness to overturn them, he has been him-
self betrayed into the very conduct which he en-
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deavours o fix upon me. [n this short passage
there are three mis-statemends. From (:re_v himself I
Jearned, * that he had been upwards of two years
in the ophthalmic depir.”  He gave me no farther
pnrlirtulﬁrs on this point, and my statement was
made accordingly, But since the publication of
Doctor Vetch's pamphlet, | have ascertained from
one of the blind pensioners, Serjeant Tennecliffe *,
who is now under treatinent in York hospital, and
who belonged to the same regiment with Grey,
before he became blind, as well as from anoilier
person, Serjeant Murphyt, who acted fortwo years
as gerjeant at the ophthalmic depdt, under Doctor
Vetch, andapart of that time as his immediateassist-
ant in the Surger: 1at David Grey was fwice in the
ophthalmic depdt, under Doctor Feteh’s care,—first
about 1809—10: that he was afterwards dis-
missed from thence with the vision of one eye, and
was transferred to llledepl‘:t of o veteran battalion,
at the Isle of Wight, where he had a relapse of
the complaint ; in consequence of which relapse
he again returned to Bognor, and was re-ad-
mitted at the depidt, a few weeks before 1 took
him for treatment.

Surely then I may retort upon Doctor Veteh his

* See Tennelifie's statement, page 35,
+ Seo Murphy's statementy page 37.
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own words, and say, that his atfempt “ to con-
ceal™ the length of time this mun was under his
care * by such a subterfuge” (as his mere state-
mentof thedate of Grey's re-ailmission at the |1¢p.‘;|1
while his previous residence there was studiously
kept out of view) “is what Leould not expect,”
For what could be a more complete subterfuge,

It will also be seen that Doctor Vetch is De.
trayed into another material inaccuracy ; as from
the dates stated in page 8, it appears that Grey
was under sy care but one year and three months,
not fwe years akd three months as asserted by him.

But he is further inaceurate, for it was from the
report sent in to the Commander-in-Chief by the
Army Medical Board, upon the cases of Grey and
the other men from Bognor, that I had made an ap-
peil to-the medical officers of Greenwich Hospital,
and not upoen the report of the six eminent

o

medical gentlemen appointed as an *° ophithalmic

board by the Commander-in-Chief.”  The latter
reported upon eight Chelsea pensioners under my
care, and I'could not feelit necessary to make any

appeal from them, as their decision was so muoch

in.my own favour.

Doctor Yetch has, however, endeavoured 1
only to ii|||.n:;1L'h the veracity of my stat L
tothe cases which had been voder his care, but




30

he even questions the accuracy of the opinions
of the eminent professional gentlemen alluded to
as to the cases of the Chelsen pensioners, whom
they hagd examined before my treatment com-
menced—whom they regularly inspected while
under my eare,—and whom they finally examined
previous to the delivery of their opinions upon my
practice. Upon these opinions His Majesty’s
government have since acted, by forming an esta-
hlishment for the treatment of the blind pensioners
belonging to the army, navy, and artillery, agree-
ably to the plan which I had the honour previously

o propose.

Yet Doctor Vetch presumes to say that my
practice ** could never have been deemed an
improvement by those appointed fo judge, if the
case had been brought fairly before them.” In
page 12 he has inserted anote, purporting to con-
tain extracts from the report of the cases published
in my letter to the Directors of Greenwich Hospi-
tal, and which he erroneocusly calls © the cases pre-
ceding those taken from the Boguor depdt.” To
shew the want of candour and accuracy which
characterizes this note, Irefer to the report itself,
a copy of which will be found in the Appendix,
No. 4, to which I request the particular attention of

my readers.

From ﬂieqnfam them, contrasted with Doctor

3

Vetch's qszertions, let any dispassionate man
degide upon that writer’s disposition or de-
sirg, to be acocurate in his attack upon me.
For a wery little inquiry would have enabled
the Doctor to ascertain the facts, and to be
salisfied of the fallacy of the assertions which he
has thus deliberately written and published.

Doctar Vetch disputes my assertion that I was
the first person to call the attention of the Medi-
cal Board to the importance of restoring the
healthy state of the palpebral linings previous ta
the discharge of the paticnts, and ingists that lis
exertions were * unwearigd in ealling attention
to this particulay point of practice.” He adds
* to prove my undeviating attention to the restor-
ation of the healthy colour and condition of the
palpebral linings, previous to the discharge of any
man to his regiment, 1 can call upon every indi-
vidval, who ever came under my care for this disease.
Not gne of them was considered cured, until this
point was confirmed by repeated and careful ex-
amination of the inner surface of the eyelids,”

On this statement 1 shall observe that the gentle-
men of the late Army Medical Board ag well as




the medical officers of York hospital, to whom 1

must suppose Doctor Vetch would have had no

difficulty in communicating his practice to the
fullest extent, and whom, it is but reasonable
to suppose he would not aceuse either of ignorance
or inattention, did publicly declare, as [ have re-
peatedly stated (and more particularly in my letter
to the Directors of Greenwich hospital ; to which
Doctor Vetch professes to reply), that they were
not aware of the © general existence” of the granu-
lations of the lids, ® until it was demonstrated to
them by me. I must also refer to Parson’s deposi-
tion upon oath, * my eyelids were never before
examined in the mannersince doneby Mr. Adamst,
and 1 have heard the surgeons declare that they had
never seen the eyelids turied up (everted) hefore,
This declaration was made when Mr, Adams was
first examining them, and explaining the nature of
my complaint to several medical gentlemen at the
York hospital.”

With regard to Doctor Vetch's ° unwearied ex-
ertions” in calling attention to the treatment of
the granulations, [ have to repeat, that I know
nothing of his practice except from his book, pub-
lished in 1806, from which as I have already

* It is the general existence of the granulations, which I contend
to have been the fnst (o demonstrute to military practitionens.
t This man had been previously in the York hospital for alsoit

twelve months,
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shewn, itappears, that he only deseribed the mode
of curing the granulations of the lids, when they
were rendered visible by becoming spantaneonsly
everfed.  Had Docior Verch been aware of the
important effects of the granulations, and had he
been in possession of a certain mode of curing
them, why did he not ecommunicae this knowledge
to the profession generally, but more especially to
the Government in 1810 ; at which period, the
ophthalmia raged so extensively in the army, as
to induce the Commanderin-Chief, {Sir David
Dundas,) to form a speeial hoard, consisting of
eleven of the most eminent professional gentlemen
in the metropolis, * to take into consideration the
prevalence of the puralent ophthalmia in the army,
and todetermine the means of prevention, and the
methods of cure,  for the information of the com-
manding officers of regiments, and for the guid-
ance of all medical officers belonging to the army.”

I the practice pursued and  recommended . by
Doctor Vetch had been found  efficient,  the un=
usual institution of & board of civil practitioners to
form a system of treatment “ for the guidance of
the medical officers of the army,” (in which num-
ber he was necessarily included) would surely not
have been required; and: it is deserving of notice,
that in the report of this board, which was printed,
and by general orders circulated from head-quar-
ters, for the guidance of army surgeons, no nen-
tion whatever is made of the granulations gf the fids ;

n
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while neither Doctor Vetch, sior his book, nor his prac-
tice, are ance nanted; o referred fo.

Now, as to Doctor Yetch's alledged * undeviat:
ing attention to the restoration of lhe‘ licullhy co-
Jour and condition of the palpebral thl_lrl.gs.'pﬂ-!\':lv
ously to the discharge of any man to his regiment,
and his eall upon every individual who ever came
under his care for this disease, not one of whom
was considered cured until this |m1'nt_was con-
firmed by repeated and careful examination of the
inner surface of their eye-lids, * 1 beg to recall to
the reader's recollection, the relapse of David
Grey. This man’s eyelids could not have been
eﬂ‘eétunl]_r cured, or that relapse could not ]lulw_-
happened. I refer, in addition IJD. 1]1& sub_!mnml
statement of Serjeant Tennecliffe, which I
have already quoted, and which is perfectly
conclusive upon this point.  He affirms, that
during nearly two years while he was under Doctor
Vetch's care at Bognor, no measures what-
ever were adopted to remove the granulations of
his upper eyelids, and that his relapse a few mnnlﬂm
after he was dismissed the hospital (according
to the Doctor’s words as * cured™) arose from
cold, and not from an exposure to fresh con-
tagion. Indeed, when this Tennecliffe ﬁ‘r,-,t
applied to me last September, I found him
afflicted with granulations of the lids, and
opacities of the cornea, in an extreme degree,
Lshall give his statement, as it is recorded upon
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the hospital books, by my assistant Mr. Melin; to
which statement the man has affixed his signature,
and declared himself willing by the most solemn
obligations to attest its accuracy.

“ Serjeant John Tenneclile, 52 regiment. JEtar. 31, admitted
into York hospital 7ih Det. 1817, states that be was attacked with
ophthalmia in 1808, from which e was recovered by Mr. Peach,
bt was again sttacked with the disorder in March 1810, when be
was sent 1o the Ophthalmic Depie, Selsea®. He further states that
Doctor Vereh divided the blosdvessels upon the ball twice, but
did mot cut the lids ; that he alnost duily applicd blue-stone o the
edges of the eyclids, and the inner-part of the lower lids.

“ He is ready to attest upon oath, that Doctor Veich never ap-
plied cither caustic, or blue-stobe, ar any other bursing application
to the ipner-pan of the wpper eyelids in the marner Sir William
Adams is in the habit of deoing; and that he never removed any
thing with a knife or scissors, from the inner surface of «

lid.  "That b (Tenneclifie) nover saw Doctor Veteh appl ¥

stone or any application whatsoever to any other man's upper lids, in
the naanner practised by Sir William Adams, ||n|ni:hnlnndingl'|ml
he attended 5t the surgery almost duily for six or seven months, in
order 10 bave the bluestone applicd in the manner above describod,

“ Afier remaining under the care of Doctor Vetch one year and
vight months, he was dismissed Feb. 12, 1812, asd sent to the
regimendnd deplt, able 1o read and writs, but pot capable of dis-
ingui abjects at & distance.

n. his joining his regiment, he was considered incapable of
his ordinary duties, and was in consequerce sent on
ing service to Bath, weere the disease rel
vember, 1812, from baving caught codd,  He is positively ee
that he had had no commusication with sny person labournng
the discase by which he could bave caught it afresh  This relapis

* Selsea dopht was a branch of the Bognor deplt, and was aled
superiniended by Dector Vech,
3
w2
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rendered him 50 blind, that he was unable to walk without & guide,
when ke was relieved from this service and sent to his regiment ;
shortly after which he went home on sick furlough in Jamuarys
1813, Inthe following August 7, e went inio York Hospital
quite blind, where, for the firt time, S0y thing was done to the
inner part of hisupper eyelids,  Mr. Albert operated onee with
the knife, and afterwards Mr. Morel repeated it twice, from which
he derived some bencfit; bat after remaining in York Hospital ten
months, he was discharged for blindness i both eyes, with pen-
sion 224 Jamuary, 1514, oyes again relapaed in March, 1817,
During the interval of his discharge, and this relapse, his vison
was so imporfect, that he was unable to follow any kind of
employment.

“ On the 158h September, 1817, ke applied to Sir William
Adams, st which poriod he was unable to walk withoula guide,
being oaly able to perceive light from darkness with his left eye
and ihe shadow of abjects with the other®.

o He fusther stntes, that he knew David Grey, lateof the 52d
regiment, and distinctly reeollects finding him nt Selsea Depdt, when
he {Tenncelifie) was sent these in 1810, and that Groy remained
there for some time before be was sent - to the Garrison Eattalion,
To the best of his judgment and belief, Grey was sent from his
regiment to the Ophikalmic Depdt, some time In 1509 ar 10.

(Signed) ; TENNECLIFFE"

* This man's eyes are rapidly approaching 10 a perect care;
the granulations of all the lids being completely removed, and the
o matural traxsparency of the right cve nearly restored 3 with which
eye, indeed, heis now able 1o read moderate-sized priat.  The
cornen of the left eye, which was entirely obscured, and conceal-
ed from view by a fungus growth on the conjunctiva, is also re-
covering its transparency, and I entertain no doubt of being able
completely to restore this man's vision.

I shall, from time to time, particularly call the attention of
those gentlemen who visit York hospital to the progress and issue
of this case.
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But to place this point beyond doubt, as well as
to prove that very material alterations took place
in Doctor Vetch's treatment of the granulations,
after my practice was made known at York Hos-
pital, in 1812, T quote the following statement,
made by Serjeant Murphy. This statement is re-
eorded in the same manner as that of Tenunecliffe,
and Murphy has also offered to attest it on oath.

“ Thomas Murphy, late serjeant of the Garrison Staflf Company,
was sent to do duty at Bognor Oplabalmic Dopdt, 189tk May,
1810, Hisemployment until May 15, 1812, was {0 escort men
to their different deplts; be was then appointod hospital serjeant
by Dr. Vetch. Upon his wrrival at Bognor Depét in May, 1810,
he was put in charge of sixty or sev b men at Selsea,
amongst whom was David Grey, formerly- of the 52d regiment;
wha, afier remainiag there for some time, (be camnot recollect for
how long) was discharged nearly blind of one. cye, and was sent to
the Iile of Wight, tobe forwarded to a garrison baitalion
sight not being recovened sufficiently render him fit 1o be sent fo
his regiment.  Afier remaining some time in the Isle of Wight, kis
eyes relapsed, and he was agsin sent back to the Ophthalmis
Dplt, in the summer of the same staie of blindness an
when Sir William Adams selecied him for eatment in October,
1812, which he (Thomas Murphy) perfecily m’r.-l'--ctc his dodng.

4 He further siates, that shortly afber being appod I hospital
serjeant, 151k May, 1812, he recallects De. Vetch being absent a
fevw days, and Dr. O'Reilly joining the depdt soon after his peturn.
Some time after his (Muarphy's] above appoistment, there were

foir men selected by D Vetcl, and pat inio a was vl mear

the surgery under his charge as wand-masic whose wp lida
Tir. Vetch turned out, and removed the ons with & small
knifie, similar to that ke has seen Sir Willi ms employ. He
also applied blae stonc in the sume manner &5 he hes scen Sie

William Adams use it




# He cannot pasitively recollect whether this selection was made
before or after Dir, O'Reilly’s arrival ; but he is positive that Dr,
O'Reilly was present at some of the operations from the circum-
stanc of his recommending warm water, to promote the bleeding
nfter the cxcision.  He farther siates, to the best of his recallection
and belicf, that they wore selected aftor the absenge of Dr, Veich,
which tock place a short time after bis appointment as hospial
serjeant, in _\hf, 18],

 Ho further states, that the following men were, acconding to the
genersl report and belief of the patients, under Dr. Weich's care,
in the Ophithalmic Depdt, for the following periods, which he be-
lieves to be rather undor, than cver the actual time they were there,

Perisd

Regt. Name. in Hos-

i S _ plal.
Foat. i Vears.
1 Gavin Sooft . cvvnsnnasanansrnnns 3

e Robert Mills

Johin Croker

Ieh Tsane Walker ..

Benjamin Hutchine

Charles Oakden ..

Carporal Weske' s s cdealian.
Bt | Pat. Hughs . ooivanss

William Clongh

.

” Carporal Bush
48th | Jes. Winter
S1st | Anthony Capel ..........
BthV.B]| Jobn Figg ...ctecveimann
o Joseph Booth
sad | William Wells
Serjeant Hart o
George Gibbs
John Musto'.,......
Teginal Daniells . ...
Richard Humphys

Dap. French .ooivunaaninn
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+ Sir James MeGregor, after he became Diirector-Gieneral, and
after Dir. Vetch was n second time appointed to the Ophibalmic
Depla, (i e, sfter his return from the Pend . inspeectid
the paticrits thens, and made s meemosan s pocket-
book of Reginal Daniell's case, remarking o Dr. Vetch that
Ioe mever knew o person before to have been so many years in
hospatal.

| Shgned) Troxas Munrny”

From the foregoing statements it is evident:—
First, that a great number of men were kept in
the ophthalmic dep6t, under Dr. Vetch's care, a
most inordinate length of time, some of whom
have since been eured by me in a few months.—
Secondly, that Doctor Vetch did not * restore to
a state of health the lining of the eyelids, previous

to his sending every man to, his regiment,” as he
has so confidently asserted ; for had he done so,
Grey and Tenneclifie would not have relapsed
within so short a period after their dismissal
from the ophthalmic depdt.—Thirdly, that Dr.
Vetch's selection of twenty-four cases, as siaied
by Serjeant Murphy, some time after my
practice was made known at York Hospital,
—his potting these men into one ward, 1o
treat them according to my mode of practice,—
as Murphy further adds, with the assistance of Dr.
O’ Reilly, whom | had particularly instrueted in the
principles of my practice, fully confirms that part
of Winter's affidavit, in which he states, that *“upon
Doctor Vetch's return from York Hospital, he
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then operated upon my lids, and those of several
other men, in the same manner as Mr. Adams has
gince done, but quite differently from what he
had ever done before.” This Winter, it should
be recollected, had, previeusly to the change of
treatment, been in the t-pilllmlmie depdt under
Doctor Vetch's care, three years and five months,
withont being in the slightest degree henefited ;
yet 1 afterwards so perfectly restored him to sight
in five months, that he made a pair of shoes
for one of my servants, and continued to work at
his trade during the remainder of the time that
himself and his comrades were under my care.

With respect to the cases of Balderson and of
Captain  Robertson, the former of whom was
treated by Doctor Veteh, in November, 1809, for
granulations of the lids simply; and the latter in
1811, for granulations combined with hpacity of
the cornea, 1 conceive, it will be readily admitted,
from the facts already advanced, and those which
? am about to relate, that they in no respect affect,
either my claims of priority in the improved treat-
ment for the cure of the granulations of the lids
and opacities of the cornea, or the aceuracy of my
assertion, that T was the first person to point oot
to army practitioners the * gemeral evistence” of
the granulations, as well as the absolute necessity
of everting the upper eyelids in every case of
Egyptian ophthalmin, in order to effect this re-
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moval, and thereby to prevent relapses, and the cons
sequeent propagation of the disease.

In the medical report of the West of England
Infirmary at Exeter, for curing diseases of the
eye, which' was submitied to the commitiee of that
institution, and published by their order in No-
vember, 1809, it is recorded, that there were seven

‘cages of this kind cured, between the 1s¢ of Novem-

ber, 1808, and the Vst of° November, 1809%,  In page
10 of my letter 1o the Directors of Greenwich Hos-
pital, it will be seen, that in the beginning of 1809,
Frost, and other patients at the Exeter Eye Infirm-
ary, were examined by General Thewles, the Com-
mander of the District ; by General Head, and se-
veral other officers of the 13th dragoons, fncluding
the surgeon of thal regiment, at which time Frost
was so entirely recovered from the blindness under
which he had laboured for two years, and for which
he had been dismissed the service on pénsion, as to
apply to Mr. Russell, the treasurer of the West of
England Eye Infirmary, for the situation of a clerk.
Not only the surgeon of the 13th dragoons, but a
great many other medieal gentlemen saw my prac-
tice upon those cases, during the years 1808 and
9, and it was a pretty general topic of con-

* See the Report in the Appendix, No. 3.
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versation at the time at Exeter, Indeed, my know-
ledge upon this subject, as well as upon every
other discovery I have had the good fortune to
make, has been, at all times, very frackly and
generally communicated. In page 16 of my letter
to the Divectors of Greenwich Hospital, is inserted
my official letter to Sir David Dundag, the then
Commander-in-Chief, dated March, 1810, com-
municating my success in the treatment of the
ophthalmia, and alse encloging a description of
the cass of Frost who was cured in 1808,

But it may be asked, If in 1809, or even
in 1811, Doctor Veteh had been fully aware
of the general existence of the granulations, and
possessed a certain method of cure, why did he
not, before 1812, remove those granulations in
the cases of Winter, Grey, and Capel, so long un-
der his immediate eare, and whom [ afterwards
cured ; as well as in the cases of Treble and Wells,
whom, for the reasons already explained, I did
not treat—all of whom were affected with granu-
lated lids and opaque cornea? The two cases
adduced by Doctor Vetch tend, merely to dis-
prove what I neither asserted nor intended to
assert, numely, that he * never everted the upper
eyelids, until after his return from York hospital,
in 1812.%
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What I now repeat, and for which 1 have
alwayscontended, is this, that neither Doctor Vetch,
nor any other army pmt‘litirmer was aware of the

general existence of the granulations of the lids,
until I made my opinions and practice known;
and that, consequently, Doctor Vetch was not in
the habit of everting the upper eyelids, to look
for these granulations, as I have uniformly done
in my examination of every case of Egyptian
ophithalmia, for the last ten years.

This inference indeed, must, 1 should think, be
drawn by every person, from the facts | have de-
tailed, and such is certainly the inference to be
wisked Dby every friend to Doctor Vetch; for
otherwise, what excuse could he offer, on the
score of humanity, for keeping so many men
immured for so many years, without curing
them, as is proved by the statement of his
own assistant, Serjeant Murphy >—What apology
could he offer for such a dereliction of pub-
lic duty, as well as sacrifice of private feeling,
in detaining these men so long in hospital, at a
time when their services were so valuable, and
thereby subjecting the country to a great and un-
necessary expense, had he known the cause and
nature of their disease, and possessed o certain
mode of relieving them ? If, indeed, Doctor Veteh
had the skill which he asserts, such conduct should
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subject him to universal censure and to dismissal
from the army.

If Doctor Vetch (who had for so many years
the charge of the general depdt for ophthalmia,
and whe from thence was named the Ophthal-
mic Surgeon to the Army), if he, | ask, kad
possessed this knowledee, and been * unwearied
in his exertions™ lo communicate it to the surgeons
of the army, how should nearly five thowsand soldiers
happen to be placed wpn the p;mfﬂn list, for
Blindness nri.u'ugﬁwm ophthalmia # some of w hom I
have already eured, and a large proportion of
whom I hope to cure. ®*  And it will be recollected
that the conntry hus been, through these persons,
subjected to an annual cxpemlilul'c of from 70 to
90,0004,

* T proof of. the prosmpt relief aforded by my practice, to
some of the patients in Y ork hospital, David Mearos is an cx-
traordisary instance. He, with thirty other pensicners, who have
beeen either cured or as much relieved s their cases admitted of,
weresent back te Scatland about three week: . Mearns bad
been so blind for upwards of five years, in which period
three of his chaldren were born), that he was incapable of secing
nny of his family. At the expimtion of three wecks afier the
commencement of my treatinent, his sight was so much restored,
that he sceurately told the time by a watch, in the presence of
Mr. W, Merry,and Mr. Murshall of the War Office, and of several
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But having exposed  the incorrectness of all the
material assertions of Doctor Vetch, and conse-
quently demonstrated the fallacy of his main
clusions, 1 shall not dwell further upon his extra-
ordinary pamphlet. 1 cannot, however, dismiss
it ‘without expressing a hope, « that Lefore the
Doctor again undertakes to assail the moral or
professional character of any man, he may, for
his own sake, use more endeavours to make him-
self acou ainted with facts, than he appears to have
done in the work which has urged me to the pre-
sent publication.

In addition to the evidence already adduced in
this pamphlet, and in my letter to the Directors
of Greenwich Hospital, with regard to the imme-
diate change which took place at York hospital
for the cure of the Egyptian ophthalmia, after my
practice and opinions had been made known fo its
surgeons, I think it proper to state, that I am in
possession of official documents to substantiate
my statcments.

w

other gentlemen. The state of Mearns's eyes and vison continged
to improve to the pericd of his dismissal ; and T do net \InublL
that be will be enubled to resume his trade s & shoemaker, if his
geneml health can be re-established, which bas been greatly im-
yaired by continued distress of mind, caused by his isability
(through the state of his vision) to contribute ta the mainte-
uanee of w wife and six childrer.
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By the evidence of Winter and of Murphy, it
is proved that my practice was adopted by Doctor
Vetch, at the Ophthalmic Depdt, almost imme-
diately after [ had made it known at York hospital.

The ophthalmia was most successfully treated
in the army of oceupation in France, as the Direc-
tor General of the Army Medical Board is
aware through the communications which he
received from the medical officer, whe has charge
of the ophthalmic cases in that army, and I am
in possession of documentary evidence to shew
that these cures were performed through the
adoption of my practice.

In other stations, where the ophithalmia has pre-
vailed to a considerable extent, I have also
authentic information that my practice has been
found equally successful in the hands of other army
surgeons.

These facts, combined with the results of my
practice in the institution under my immediate su-
perintendence, establish in the strongest man.
ner the accuracy of what I have asserted, namely,
that the horrible pestilence in question might be
effectually removed from the army, were my
plan universally carried into effect.

Surely then, my endeavours to establish the
efficacy of my practice by public experiment,
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after having been officially invited so to do,
ought not to have subjected me to the nnmerous,
vexations, and calumnious attacks, of which 1
have reason to complain.®

* O these attscks none have been so unfounded and eo virulent
s these of the Officers of the London Eye Infirmary, who, as
it appears from o recent advertisement in the powspapers, bave
aguin pompously combined the pame of the Infirmary
with their own publication, in hopes, vo doubt, of more
extensively circulsting their personal attacks, and more com-
pletely gratifying their professional reséntments,

In grder to bring the Governors of thas Institution acquainted
with the conduct of their medical officers, and to enable thom o
Judge of the real matives by which these officers were actuated in
their attacks upon me, | addressed to them last Nowember, a
circular letter, coptaining an abstract of what I had published in
my Better to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, upon the sub-
jeet of these attacks.—The following are extracis from that circulag
letter. € It will be seen, in page 57 of my Letter to the Directors
of Greenwich Hospital, that I copied an extract from a paper
which 1 published in 1813, ansouncing my discovery of an imme-
diate cure of the acute sage of the Egyptian Ophthalmia, by the
administration of emetics, lomg contineed in their action. In
this paper I minutely described the difference between this prac-
tice, and the aquseafing,—which was that pursued by Mr, Saun-
ders. In page 62, I observed that * Dr. Gooch, aciuated by
the most kopourable feelings, on hearing part of the comtents of
the Medical Report read at the meeting of this Commiteee, {the
Special Committee which published charges againgt me, in the
pamphlet, cutithed, ¢ Special Report of the London Eye Infir-
mary,} withdrew! in disgust; but to his susprise, afterwards
found his name affixed to a public document, the natare of which
he witerly disapproved.  With thess circumstances (although we
were drangers 1o each other) be thought proper to make me ac-
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quainted, through the medium of an cminent physician; our
mutaal friend, He afterwards called upon me, when I shewed
him my letters to tho Ophthalmia Comeittce, with their Roposte
on my practice, and cxplained to him the diforence between the
ewmetic and mawseoting practice, which be fully admitted, and
declared that the lazter, and mot the formor, was the practice
pursued at fthe Londoa Eye Infirmary. At a subsequent visit be
tobd me, he had informed Doctor Farre of the contents of the
documents I had shewn him, and the parpert of cur conversation
respecting the emetic practice; notwithstanding which, in &
second edition of Mr. Saunden's pesthumous work, just edited,
Doctor Farme refers to the Special Report of the Eye Infirmary,
and makes & quotation from it respecting the nauseating practice,
as grounds for :Emgu against me, althoagh, from Doctor Gooch,
(as well as from my paper, published in 1813, already sdverted
15, bie was fully aware of their total want ef foundation ! ™

Extract of a Letter daied Ifomerton, Februory 1815, (aken from
my Letter above alluded to, page 60:—

o I communicating your opinon to my family and friends, all
of them concurred that it was my duty (alter baving submitled to
five operations during two years and nine montks, without deriving
the least benefit from them, amd scarcely recciving an encouraging
hope, even if T did undorgn & sixth, by Mr. Travess) to place
myself under your care; you therefore accordingly performed the
operation on the 20k October, 1814, [at my lodgings in Bond-
sireet,) which was less painful, and of much sharter duration
than cither of Mr. Travers's, and from which nos the slightest
inflammation resulted.

Immediately after the operation you tried me with a glaes. [
told the time by a watch, and the next day 1 read a paragraph in
a newspaper with distinciness.  On the third day [ took a walk in
the Park, with merely & shade on my eye, and oa the {ollowing
day retureed 1o my wike and family, o ll?r\i:' great astonishment,
as well as to that of all my friends in the peighbourhood.
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From the kind attention paid to me by Mr, Travers, during his
operations, and from being a subscriber nnd
Infirmary, (an in on which 1 much appro
encourage,) I oealled upon  Mr. Travers, three days afier my
refurmn, (seventh after the operathon,) in order to
wonderful success of yone operation, snd with
explaining to him the diference betwosn Your operat
ment io his; being shien convinoed, s 1 siill ans, that, had | per-
formed give timas e ape s, in the manner be had done upon
me, the result woulll have been equally ansuccessiul,

The reception, however, which I experienced from him, wag
such, that the obj of my visit was quite frastrated, whhat [
considered an unprovoked and unmerited abuse, bath of vou snd
myselfy, unworthy of further mention: but same part, however,
I think myself bound in konour and Erakit

> you i stake lo
the world, my having been, 1 am fully persuaded, fhe chief” awd

imnocent cawre of thase attacks, w you fiare crperienced from the
Londun Eye Tnfiremary. ~ This opinion fs confrmed by what bos eome
to my knowiedee from other quarters,—He, nl':\-;- declar that
you could pot have curcd e by one operation, had it not been
far his previows omes, sakl, that other patients had left him, and
gooe to you, in a similar manner, before : “ but, now that his
“ mind was made up to take public notice of him, (Sir W

¢ Adams,) he should do so; and that too i & way which be |

* expeeted, and which ke (Mr. Travers) would do witho

He: then requesied me to call upon Dr. Farre, to

Doctor what I-had just stated ta him; - but his unexpected beka-
viour did not meril an acquisscenceon my part to comply with
his wish, and I theaefors declined doing so,

The Special Report of tie London Eye Infirmary sear soon after-
wards aeat. ta we. | This. publication brought strongly 16 my recols
lecticn the threat of * taking public. notice of you in 2 way you
did ned experct.”

Addressed by Thomas Corlett, Eaq.; 1o Sir Wi, Adams.

** Since the publication of my letter already alluded to, T have
received the following Letter from your Secretary, who,
B
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addressed to me a Letter betraying the same spirit, and which, in
page 40, I proved to be replete with calumnies and misrepre-
sentations,

Cripplegate, 308h Ociober, 1817,

Sir William Adams,

I have seen your bantling, of which, | imaginc, you think
yourself, after a painful labour of three years, well delivered.

The midwife has certainly some merit:—Will she, do you
think, be able to put off the after-paing? —The book (mied Ide
not say your book) has not, in my mind, evenwhitened you. I
therefore domard to be undortocd, Sir William, that my opinkon
of you, remains unchanged ;—that whatever | have said of you, I
fully believed, and do mow believe ; and to my former belief I dare
add, without & wish to b covered by any man, that you dave
made a ladder of the dead body of Mr. Scunders, and, by which,
you have asecnded the giddy beight on which you now stand.—A
friend of mine has told me, that you want to atiend the Com-
mittee, *—I know but of one way in which this can be accom=
plished, viz., by your becoming a lif, or an annual, Governor.
Your becoming one of these will render you eligible for being on
the committee of the Charity ; and at the next election, which will
happen soon, 1 will propose you for the office.

T ans, Sir William,
Your humblc Servant,
RICHARD BATTLY.

* The Secrotary here allodes to ose of many applications which
I made to difficrent Members of the Committes of the London Eye
Infirmary, to be permitied prrscnally to cxplain before that Com-
mittes, some stalements made in my letter to the Directors of
Greenwich Hospital, in which 1 had proved that the charges made
apgainst me by their Medical Officers, were equally destitate of truth
and justice ; and also to be permitted to lay before the Com-
mittee the original documents, upen which my leiter fo the
Directors was founded.
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Upon the malignity and folly of this letter, from the absequicus
ally, and active tool of your medical off , I shall make no
comment whatever, for, in appealing 1o men of fecling and consi-
deration, no comment can be pecessary,”

I think it proper to mention, with respeet to Doe-
tor Gooch, that soon after the publication of this
circular, [ received a note from that gentleman, in
which he states, * That he had never said that he
(]irsuppmvr:ll of the prmeediugu of the Committee.
But that he had said, that he knew nothing about
the question, and cared nothing about it, and
therefore did not wish to be considered as one of
the authors of the report.”

I shall leave it to the reader's judgment to deter-
mine from Doctor Gooch’s conduct, and from his
own statement, whether the information given me
was correct or not,  Doetor Gooch withdrew from
the Committee—* he did not wish to be considered
as one of the authors of the Report,”—he has not,
indeed, contradicted any part of my statement, in
respect to Doctor Farre's conduct—and fe has not

taken any part in the receni proceedings of the

medical officers of the London Eye Tufirmary.




POSTSCRIPT.

——

I was engaged in the correction of the forego-
ing sheets for the printer, when the Edinburgh
Medical and Surgical Journal, made its ap-
pearance, in which my letter to the Directors of
Greenwich Hospital, and Doctor Vetch’s pamphlet
are reviewed together. Any one who has perused
the appendix to my letter to the Directors, must
be aware of the feelings of the editor of that jour-
nal towards me. Those feelings, indeed, he dis-
plays at the very outset of what he would have
his readers, I presume, regard as fair and impar-
tial criticism.  For.he thus expresses himself in
the first paragraph of his critique: ** Both authors
elaim the merit of having deserved well of the
army and the country, by their professional skill in
the treatment of cerfain forms of the Egyptian
Opht!m[m'm; but Doctor Vetch's statement is con-
cise, perspicuous, and convincing, while Sir
William’s is prolix, confused, and inconclusive.
The former, keeping one object steadily in view,
has no explanation to make, no unfacourable im-
pressions to remove—the latier, instead of going
straight forward, turns to the right and left, to re-
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pel attacks real or imaginary, which his preten-
sions have provoked, or to dispute the claims of
rival oculists.”

This passage presents & pregnant omen of the
Reviewer's disposition—but what will the reader
think of the principles of a writer who charges me
with digression to remove  unfavourable impres-
sions, and to vepel imaginary attacks,” when in-
formed, that this writer bhas himself made most
ungualified attacks upon me, and has for some
years laboured ‘most assiduously, to produce unfa-
vourable impressions with regard to my profes-
sional character. His conduct has, indeed, been
such as to extort from me such observations inmy
letter to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital as he
has deemed it prudent to overlook. He exagge-
rates the character of my complaint, while he studi-
ously suppresses every cause that gave rise to that
complaint. He reprobates the retaliation, while
conceals the aggression—he would have me con-
sidered wreng, because I have ventured to assert
my own rights—he would have imputed to mea
gort of morbid irritability, by treating with levity
the injuries which 1 have experienced.

For the first time I learn from this reviewer that
Doctor Vetch, as he states, © published at Chiches-
ter on the 30th of March, 1812, a pamphlet on
opague cornea, consisting of only sixteen duode-
cimo pages,” and which he alledges “ contains
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much more valuable information on the subject
than Sir William Adams has ever communicated.”

This panegeric upon Doctor Vetch, and this
denunciation of my pretensions, is followed by
extracts from Doctor Vetch's pamphlet, which are,
primé facie, caleulated to induce the belief, that
that gentleman had anticipated me in my pecu-
liar opinions and treatment with regard to certain
forms of the Egyptian Ophthalmia, and ihus had
established the claim of priority. But a little
‘examination will explain the point.

There is really something very marvellous about
this pamphlet of sixteen pages. The reviewer
states that it was * pubfished at Chichester.,” But
after the most minute inguiry both by III}'HEW and
others, | cannot find that any such pamphlet was
ever published, either in town or country—it was
never advertised, and the medical booksellers in
London, profess to have been totally ignorant of
the existence of such a pamphlet, until it was
mentioned by the reviewer, to whom I allude.
Such is the declaration of Callow, by whom Doctor
Vetch'slate pamphlet was published. Messrs. Long-
man also, by whom his work in 1808, was printed,
can give no information whatever, upon the sub-
ject, 1 have not met with or been able to learn of
any army surgeon, or civil practitioner, who has
ever before heard of this pamphlet—and it secms
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very extraordinary, that when Doctor Veteh, in his
late publication, dwelt so emphatically upon his
unwearied endeavours to call the attention of
 army surgeons to the necessity of restoring the
palpebral linings toastate of health,” he never
mentioned this pn,mpl:]l:l, though he referred fre-
quently to hiz work in 1806 ; but to the Chiches-
ter pamphlet, he made no allusion either directly.
or indirectly.

Surely Doctor Vetch could find no diffieulty in
forwarding such a production to the Army Medi-
cal Board, and to the Military Surgeons at large,
from whom he could not apprehend an ungra-
cigus reception ; had he not been restrainedyby the
knowledge, that the opinions contained in it had
been previously acted upon, as well as. promul-
gated by me.

My opinions and practice, indeed, were made
known at Exeter in 1808, and the results pub-
lished through the report of the West of Eng-
land Eye Infirmary in 1809. My system was
officially communicated to the Commander-in-
Chief, and to the Adjutant-General in March
1810, to & great nmmber of medical practitioners
in Bath and in Dublin in 1811, also to the Army
Medical Board the latter end of January or the be-
ginning of February 1812, when the late Director
General, notwithstanding the prejudices then
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existing agaiost me, frankly admitted that 1
was the first person tu demonstrate the general
existence of the granulations of the lids, and to
explain the necessity of their removal.

Had this pamphlet of Doctor Veteh's, therefore,
been published on the 80th of March, 1812,
a8 the Edinburgh Reviewer states, 1 could
at once have demonstrated the plagiorism of
the author, and of that he must have been well
aware,

This knowledge, no doubt, prevented its pub-
lication, if such a thing was ever printed. Doctor
Vetch, however, might perhaps calculate upon
obtaining credit with his immediate friends for
certain discoveries, by privately circulating that,
the publication of which must have stamped him
as a plagiarist.

Either this'pamphlet was printed, or it was not,
—if the latter, I need not characterize those who at
present make the assertion; and if the former,
Doctor Vetch's motive for preventing its publica-
tion is quite obvious.®

* Anxious to see a copy of this pamphlet, and finding
ey searchin London quite ineffectual, 1 wrote ton gentleman at
Chichester, requestiog him to make inquiries about it.  The
fellowing i un extract of bis apswer which T have just received
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The Edinburgh Reviewer has, I think, acted
most inconsiderately towards Doctor Vetch, by
bringing forward this production (which the
Doctor had too much prudence to mention in his
late pamphlet) in order to make it an instrument
of attack against me, But possibly Doctor Vetch
himself may have been reconciled to this sort of
self-devation, in order to achieve some temporary
triumph over one, who for having established

# Chichester, Aprl 10th, 1818,

& A second conversation with the printer brought to his
recallection the circumstance of having printed for Doctor
Veich, about fifty copies of o report (or statement) of cases of
the men at Aldwick, amnd amongt otherthings he recollects that
the different stages of the discase on the patieats were mentioned,
&ce. but cannot give any opitian whether opaque comen was par-
ticnlarly mentioned. Doctor ———— has wo doubs, that it
was one of these copies that Doctor Yetch put into his hands at
Bognor, but is st able to find it any where, or it would have
been at my service,

# The printer statcs that from what he recollects at the time it
waa printed, it was intended merely for circulation amongst
General Officers 4. and athers at the Depit, and was despatched
very quickly, and paid for without going through his aceount
book even, which wes the cause of his not recollecting it when I
first spoke to bim,  The frace in question was never published
or advertised, so says the printer.”” ¢ The pranter is of apinion
that the above tock place early in 1812, as Doctor Velch paid
him his small balf-pearlybill, at ihe endlof 1811 —and discharged
this job immedintely,” <« I kawe inguired of the principal
surgeons bere, but none of them have scen any other work of
Dector Vetch's but that published by Lengman,"

]

by public experiment a mode of cure for the most
painful and dangerons digease to which the hu-
man eye is subject, is accused by the Edinburgh
Reviewer, of a * pErliimcious interference
with the regular servants of the department.”
Such is this reviewer's notion of candour and
humanity.




APPENDIX.

STATEMENT, No. 1.

WiLtram WeLes, a private of the 524 regiment, states, that he
was atiacked with oplithalmia, Nov. Gth, 1807, in vayage
from Sicily. On his arrival in fand, he was sent fo the
Ophthalmic Depdt at Bognor, wheore o at, Jan. fith,
1808, and remained under the treas ar Veteh, until [
selecied him in Oct. 1812, i ir years and fen
months. He further sta hat he 23 operations
during this period. The result of this freatme is, that (when
examined by me, Nov. 1812, to make this recond) he can sea
with the right eye to make his way by himself; with
he is only able fo see as he
caustic (o the eye-hall
vious to which application he could discover with it objocts &l twa
yards’ distance. The pain occasioned by the caustic he declares
to have been 5o severe that he eould not get sbeep for the whale
of the succeeding might. That he inquired of the orderly man,
Who was in the habit of bringing round the applications, what had
beoen applied w his eyed To which question the orderly answered,
Cautic. The sargean while performing the operation said to him,
* I he could not stand eaustic he would cut him w a knife,
bt that he would cure bim in ten days with the caustic.”  Twe
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men, Corporal Ramsay, T4th reginvent, and Johm Carr, Oth veteran
batialion, steed by and saw the eauslic spplied, and Thomas
Jones, of the 23 regiment, examined the eye afler it was done,
anil reported * that there was & lump upon the sight of the eye as
Targe asa pea.”

‘This eye (the left) was vory much inflamed on his arrival in
London o month after the application had been made, which he
declared had not been the case for upwards of twelve moaths before
ihe caustic was applied. e

This man's case was thus offcially recorded at his examination
at Bogror, when T sclected him. * Conjunctiva of the left eys
diseased, and opacity of the cornea—right eye good.”

STATEMENT, No. 2.,

Spripaxt TRERLE, 24 battalion 43 regiment, states, that he
was abiacked with ophthalmia in Portugal, two years and six
mosths before 1 saw him at Bognor. Two years of that ime he
spent in the Opbthalmic Depdt, undet the care of Doctor Veteh.
This man alse siates that canstic was applied to bis eyes two days
saccessively,  The first application being made three days, the
second two days before my arrival at Boguor.

A ‘mast viclent degree of inflammation had come on by the time
of his arrival in London, which during six weeks that he remnined
under fy care T was unable tosubduc. T was subsequently in-
frmed by him that he was several moaths in York hospital before
the inflammation could be subdwed, when it et him completely
blind in both eyes, for which he was discharged the service
on the highest rate of pension.

The following is the oficial memorandum taken of Treble's case
at his examiination st Bognor:—* Opaque comes of the right eye,
and diseased conjunctiva; comnes of the left eyo doubtial, whether
in & state of ulceration.
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Mo, 3.

Affidaviis of the three men brought from the Ophthal-
mie Depdt ai Bognor.

1, JOSEFH WIN
that T was attacked with the ophthalmia at
ber, 1807, for which I was kept in the mi wpital there for

sveral months, but pot experiencing any reliel from the

modes of cure employed, was Iy o the opl

deplit at Bognor, 1 remnained there for three years and_fioe months,
without being in the least degree bemofited, by the varsed ireat-
meent 1 umderwent, immediately directed and witnessed by Doctor
Veich, He mever examined the internal part of my upper eye-
fids, umtil bis return from the York Hospital in March 1812,
where it was reported be had beon to see some new  operstions
performed.  He then operated on my lids, and those of several
other men, in the same manner a3 Mr. Adams bas since done
but quite diferently from what he had ever done before, Fram
this, bowever, | received no sdvantage, as I was as blind when
Mr. Adums selectod me for the trial of his practice, as [ had ever
been.

I further do testify on oath, that for six months after the
first attack at Gibraliar, [ was un to bear the light without
expersencing great pain, and the infl
sded considerably, I found myself
on my fingers, or o walk any whers without a guide. With
difficulty I could perceive tho diference between the dress of &
woman, asd that of 3 man, when close 1o them.  In this state L
remuined, without any improvement, antil about eight or ten
weeks after Mr. Adams first operated on my eyelids, when I could
perceive large letiers, My sight got betier daily, and in the be-
ginning of May (five months afler his first operation) my eyes
were propounced cured, being able to read priot one half smaller
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than that of & newspaper, sce the minuto marks on a watch dial,

theead a small needle, &e, &g,
Josmrir WiwTER.
Sworn at the Mansion-House,

London, 30th July, 1813,
G. Scuocey, Mayar,

I, Joka Parsoms, do voluntarily declare and make osth, that 1
was atiacked with the ophthalmia st Camp pear Badajoz in June,
1811, when, after a fornr ‘s delay, Twas sent bind to the
Francisco Hospital at Lisbon,  After undergoing repeated bleed-
ings, blisterings, &c., during two manths, without receiving any
benefi, T was semt to the Tsle of Wight, and from thence was
removed to the York Hospital af Chelsea,  In this last hospital
Iremained for twelve months, and was then sclected by Mr, Adams,
to try his practice upon. Various modes of treatment had been
adopted during that period, but o no purpose, as within a fort=
night after [ was fint attacked after T was operated upon by
Mr. Adams, Teould only see light from darkness, withoat being
able to perceive the largest objocts, o go any where unless led by a
guide. d

I experseneed some bemefit from Mr. Adams's  operations,
last April twelve-months ; ot soan after, be discontinsed his atiend
ance on me, | gradually got worse, and when T again became Lis

patient in December, I was nearly as blind as ever, being scarcely
ableto see the light of & window. ‘Two months afier Mr. Adams
had operated on my eyes, [ eould see sufficiently o ey b
walk without n guide, and the other has gradually improved ever

since, 80 a3 now to enable me to sce nearly the same with bath.
For these lnst three months I have distinguished Ltters, and the
minute marks on & watch-dial, with the grestest clearmess. I walk
every where without the least {Iiﬂieulc}-,' by myseli,

I further declare and make oath, that my eyelids were never
before: examined in the manser since dome by Mr. Adums,
and that I have heard the surgeans declare, that they had * never
seen the eyelids turned up feverted) before™ * This declaration was

a5

made when Mr. Adams was first examining them, and explaining
the mature of my complaing o soversl medical gentlonsen at the
York Fospiall  After Mr. Adams had fixed npon me, T heard
differenit surgeons say ns ihey were ‘going through the wards, that
they thought T could not be cured. :

is

Sworn st the Marsion-House, JOHN 4 PARSONS
Londan, 30tk July, 1813, Mark.
G Senoney, Mayor.

I, Jakn Capel, do voluntarily declare and make oath, ihat my
right eye {that on which Mr. Adams has operated) was attacked with
opbthalmia in Spain in November, 1804, while in the retreat with
Sir John Moore, and that on my arrival in England, I was only
capable of perceiving with it light from darkness.  On my et
from Spain, | was sent to Walcheren, and on my return from thence
to the Bognor ophthalmic depis, whero I beeame also blind in the
|r|'l eye. - After undergoin, various treatment under Doctor Vetch,
I was told by him that my case was utterly hopeless, was turned
out of the Infirmary wards, and sent to the incurable wands, where
I rermnined for two years, (after Doctor Vetch had given me up
Incurable) when [ was selecied by Mr. Adams, [ forther declane,
that within a fortnight afier Mr. Adams had operated on my rght
eye, 1 conld with it read print, :md'lhn'ml 0 middbesized needle
“The sight bas continged to improve, and I am' now able (o see
the minute and secands. marks on a watch-dial, and am sill mend-
ing, from the nse of an application only lately adopled, but which
has cleared my eyes more than any thin, proviously made
use of. - My leik eye, which bocame bl se ophthalmic deplt
st Boguor, Mr. Adums considerssd hopless, and therefore did not

undertake its cure,
his

Sworn at the Mamsion-House, JOHN == CAPEL
Londen, 30th July, 1513, Mark,
G. SenoLey, Mayor,
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Medical Report of the West of England Tnfirmary
for curing Discases of the Eye.

Admitted from the Ist Nov. 1508, to the 1st Nov. 1809, 815
patieats, of whom 22 are incurable included in tkis number are
eight persons whose cyes wene cotirely destrayed when they ap-
plied—43 have absented themselves—3 were dismissed for irregu-
lasity—20 received benclit—s6 are still under the care of the

il 542 hawe been cured, a3 specified under the following

Acute inflam

Acute disto, with thickened lhslrlurgeappmathlll! the siase
of lippitude, [sometimes orconcously. called  Egypiian
ophthalmia) cosevesssanisaisnmiannnsisssrsrnnnss

Acute Egyptisn ophthalmin covvas «

Acute scrophuloss inflamnsaticn .

Acute inflammation with puraben

Acute ditts, with pastules of the comes ..

Acite ditto, with uloers of the Comea v iaves

Acwte inflamisal with ubcers of the cornea, aml crusta
Eactea im am cxrom

Actte infemmation of te iris

Syphilitic infammation of E s, oo o veieess e

Protrusions of the iris through openings i the  comea,
camsed by the process of uleeration . .

Chronie inflammntion of the eye-ball,

Chronic ditto of the cpeslids ...

Chronic ditt, with puriform dischan
membrane of the eye-lid

The effvets of the Egyptinn ophthatmia

* It will be recolléctod that this report was poblished Nor, 1
1509, Ome of these cases (Frost) eecurred in the Iatter end of 1508
and was cured inthe beginming of 1808, when he applied o Mr,
Russell for a sitsatbon as elerk. The fist case of this kind

o7

Nebula of the cornet. ... ios ...

Panial opacities of the cornea

Total apacitics of the cormtd ... .

Exgimon of the wi f the transparcnt cormes in
staphyloma ... iisensnnaas

Excision of o part of the comea in 4 &

Wannds of the comea

Guita serena

Henseralopia night-blindvess  ...u.s

Tmnperfection of sight, from debility of the refi
CHUSES . Jociaannannnnns

Strabisms, with deuble vision ,

Tirea of the aye-lashes

Lippitude ...

By ..iine

Eversion of the eye-lid

Tnversion of the cyelid ...

Encysted Tumoss in the eye-lid . .

Abscess of the eyelid. .. .«

Eaxtraction of shet from th I R

Syphilitic uleer of the IJ'\.\-LHL o

Wounds of the eye-lid

A burn of the conjunctiva from m n o state of fusion . .

A burm of the conjunciiva from i

Remeving extrancous substances adhering o

Abscess and fungus of the lachrymal sac .

Fistala la rum.l'lis,';ur-ab-tmﬂwunfﬂ-

Closed pupil complicated with catamct. -

Capsular cataracts (after the operation of extraction had com-=
phetely Failod elsewhertle .. aass

adduced by Doctor Vietch was o t put under (rcatment until
Ner. 20ck 1800, nor setk to his regimcol < red until July 24
1810,
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Bestored 0 sight by the operation for cataract in_persons of
different ages . 44 14
Cases of cataract in-persoms born b - 1

Total cured, s ssaanannnans 542

i

No. 6.

The Report of the Cases upon whick the opinian of the
Ophthabmtc Committee in 1814 was founded,

The state of the Eyes, blind from
Ophthslmia, when 1 Patitats were
first placed under my eare,

The present state of thi Palients’
Kyes,

Comporar Hive, aged 35, was wi-
tacked with ophidalimis in 1807, and
discharged the servies blind in batl
eyes in W80,

1 cused opesye two years snee, with
which he sees perfectly.

In the other the granulations were
viry large and mumerous ; ihe comea
wery opague, amd full of lasgo vessels
mnning ever il

Vistos.—Conld see light frems dark-
a8, but mo ehject nwerer large.

Thet grasmsislise are quite rensoved,
and the mararsl tmmsparcocy of both
ey peatored,

Viarow.—Can see to read, with the
mast perfect fuency;, the smalbest print
of & newrpaper.

Jouw Searrennrren, aged £7, was
attmcked with ophthalmia js 1810, i
dlsclarged the staviee blind in both
cyes im 1813

The eyes much inlamed.  The lids
alss much |eflamed and growslated.
Corsca completely opaque, with very
large vessels runnisg ever thim. An
extreme hail cae,

Vesron,—Could walk ss whore with.

beisg led, and was anable gves 10
distingmish & man frem a woman.

Al isflsmmation perfectly e
alis the gramulations, and the opacity
the eornes i one eye. In the olher a lit:
tle film remaine, but does Bot mich im-
pede the passage of [hght, béing on ooe
e of the pupil,

Vistow.—I8 able to see the seconds
marks on & Wilch dial, and read a
newipaper.

Josern Spannow, aged 2, was at-
tacked im Exypt in 1801, and discharged
the service im 1810, blind of e eye,
wikich was ala isflamed.

Lids Righly grevelsied.  Cornea
opanue, with lange vessels ruswing over
"

Viston—Could see the sutlines ofan
ahject very imdistinetly, bot withost
knowing what it wa  Did not see
sufficlenily to guide himself with this
«ye in walking.

Tedflammntion perfectly removed, s
ale all diease of the lide,

A wery slight closdines  remains,
which i daily geiting better #. The o
larged vessels have wholly dissppeared.

Visrow.—Can rewil the smallest print
of a newspaper with fluency, and per-
otive the second-marks o& & walch-
dial.

. ® The health of the patkents wad moch isjured by e unhealthy and confined
situation i which they were lodged, whichvery much affected the improviag slaté
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Thet state of the Eyos, biisd frem
Oypithalmia, when ke Patients were
first placed uader my care.

Tle presend italn o tha Paligats'
Eyes.

Groxce Biep, aped 40, was at-
tacked in Egypt in 1801, asd bad re-
prated relapsts ustil the year 1800,
whin he wis discharged, Blind in both
eyes.

Both lower lids ewtrted.  Lids grave:
Bated and fflamed.  Comea opipes
with large vessels rumning over il

Viston =For nime months im the year
he was 5o blind as 1o be bod abeut the
sireets.  Dwring the summver, wild
weather cxabled bis eyes o recover
from: infammaticn, whes ke coald see
a e better,

Both expe-lids cpred of evianien,

T lidw cured, axed the @ 3,
of one eye) perfeetly restored, In the
wthor, there s o ety or sear, which
exiity on one side af the papil

Vistow.=1s able to read the smallot
prind of a newspaper with Swescy, and
to percéive the secool-marks on
watch-disl,

Jows FRERITOSE, Rged 37, was al-
vkl b 1209, and discharged blind in
both eyes in 1210,

Lids inflamed sl granulated.  Cor-
nea vpegue, willi vasenlarity. A cica-
tris esbied in one comes, A appe-
hended, from the nso of comle,

Viston.—Iky day b could aveld run-
ning agaist people In the streets, bug
a1 might was led every where, He could
et at azy fime see the ground on which
he stood, or discrimimte any ebject
wafficiently distinct, o know what it
was,

All inBamssaiion and dissasn of fhe
lids remaved,  The scar eecessarily re-
mains, ad & wery slight haziness in the
othereye, which is supposed o he the
elfert of the caustic which bad been
ewployed whibe be was i the srmy.

Vispgx.=Can read the smalbest pring
ofa wewspaper, and perceives the res
eond-marks en o watch-dul

b |

The wiate ef the Eyes, blind from
Chphthalmis, when the Patients were
first placed under my eare.

The prevent state: of thee Patients’
Eyes.

GuongE Bickiny, sged 52, was at-
tacked in 1813, and disclasged blind in
both eyes.—In eme oye, there was a
scar befure she pupld, which eye was
mejected s incorable.—In tke sther, he
was affected liko the other patbents,

Viestod,—~Was able to walk without
u guide, but not te distinguish sy samall
abjece,

All inflammmtion remseved from the
ey amd Bids,

The sear bm the ove most afflicted
bessened.  While under teostment was
attackid with s relapse of the Wal
eberen fover from which violent inflam-
mation and an oberr of the cornea enssed.
T was fearfil be would bave lost the eys
altogethor,

Vistox,—Both eyes mmch impraved.
With thee eye which ubsorpted, can see.
moderatesized print, and the second:
marks e n wabeh-dial,

Joaum Sxnn, aged 40, was aitacked
im 1000, aud dischanged in 1512, Wi
opersted npos fur or five times in the
York Hopatal, after 1 bad demons trated
my practice thers, bat with oo beaefit.
His eyes wero discased like the others,
omly warse ; and, having canght cobd
after be came under my care, they ro-
mained visbently inflused for upwards of
wix woeks,

Viox.—Having been previcusly um-
der my treatment for some tisse, ke
was able to see to walk without & gubde,
but nok &0 perceive one persss from

other, or any small shject.

He bas sffered very mmeh = s
healik : firsd, by iho eobealibiness of
the former lodgings ; and secendly, from
Eeizg svercly purged for st or eight
woeks by the bad cascarills bark, aed
From the effects of which he has ge long
recoversd. His eyes o benefiped,
bat wre nat yot well.  They are dafly
etnng better,

Vistox.—Can wee large letters, and
el the bowr by o watch.

of thiie yes ; after rosnedying this ey quince by & change of ssias-
tibm; lelt eyes ngaim becasgo irvitated and weakened, from the violent porgative
effeeis of ssme bad exsearilts hark ; on which sshject 1 reparced pificsally to the
Army Medical Toard asd sent samphes of the bark for their inspection.  The men
kad ot entirely recovered from the efforts of this bark, when they weoe finally
reported upes by the Ophthalssle Commitiee, Dre, &, 1814, 1 thes siated to the
Committer these ciroumitances, a8 requested, if they were not perfoctly suisted
welthr mry suceess, (hey would give mee forther time, as the men's eyes Wik now
improvisg cqually with iheir balil

Joms Maceen. Is not bemefited in comsenquence of baving been dreldl'n‘ll,-
panged for cight weeks by soms of the same bark, from which Smith and tSree or
four of the otbers also suffered sovervly,  During s pesiod T spemted spon ene
eye, which s entirely lost T Fear, by the violent infammation and Fungus whick
resulted, Mis trestmsent, was in every respect, the same & the otbers wha are
eured | hemoe the failore must be attributed 1o the effeets of this medicioe, and
the comstilntion of the paticnt, and ot to any fault is the practice.

THE EXD.

Printed by W. Ciomwies, Norbambarlumd-comrt, Kirsd.
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LONDON INFIRMARY
FOR CURING DISEASES OF THE EYE.

At a Special Meeting of the General Com-
mittee, held at the Infirmary, on the 21st No-
vember, 1817,—

S CHARLES PRICE, Bart. PRESIDENT,
AND SUBBEQUENTLY,
HARRY SEDGWICK, Esg. Vice-PrEsipENT,
IN THE CHAIR;
PRESENT,

JOHN HARTSHORN, Esq.
JOHN HODGEINSON, Esq.

JOHN ANSLEY, Eaq. Al
JOHN BAINBRIDGE, Eeq,

RICHARD BATTLEY, Esq.
WILLIAM RENNETT, Esq.
MICHAEL BLAND, Eu
BRAILSFORD BRIGHT, Esq.
JOHN BUMSTED, Esg.
GEORGE BYNG, Esg. M. P.
JOHN CLARKE, Ew
WILLIAM CRAWLEY, Eig.
JOHN DEAN, Esq,

JOHN HOWNER, Esq.

WAL LAWRENCE, Esq. F.R.5,
JEREMIAH OLIVE, Eig.
ROBERT PITCHES, Eug.
RALPH PRICE, Esq.
THOMAS ROWCROFT, Esq-
BENJ, TRAVERS, Esq. B.R.S.
FREDERICK TYRRELL; Ewq,
RICHARD WACE, Ess.

JOHN RICHARD PARRE, MD. | THOS. WARBURTON, Esq.

A pamphlet, entitled, A Letter to the Right
Honourable and Honourable the Directors of
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Greenwich Hospital,” &e., signed © William
Adams,” in which the Infirmary and its Officers
are held forth to public eensure, having been
congidered ; it was unanimously resolved,—

. That the publication in question be referred
‘to the further consideration of a Committee, to
consist of the following gentlemen, whose names
stand affixed to the Special Report which was
published in 1814; viz.—

v ]

convened to receive the Report of the Special
Committee ;

SOLOMON HOUGHAM, Esq. 1x Tae Cuarn

FRESENT,

JOHY BAINBRIDGE, Fag. RICHE, HEATHFIELD, Eiq.
RICHARD BATTLEY, Esq. JOHN GRINSON, Ee.
WILLIAM BRVDON, Esg, JOHN HORNER, Esg.
THOS, CHURCHYARD, Eiq. ROBERT BITCHES, Esq.
JOHN CLARE, I:n{_ RALPH FPRICE, Eig.

JOMN ANSLEY, Esq.AM,
JONN BAINBRIDGE, Esq.
RICHARD BATTLEY, Esw.
MICHAEL BLAND, Eiq.
WILLIAM BRYDON, Esq.
JOHN CAZENOVE, Eiq.
THO3. CHURCHYARD, Esq.
GEORGE CLARE, Esq.
WILLIAM CRAWLEY, Esq,
1. 0. CROSKEY, Eiq.

. . DAVIS, M. D,
ROBERT GOOCH, M. D.
JOHN HOTHGEINSON, B,
SOLOMON HOUGHAM, Eiq.
5, 5. HUNT, Esq,

RALPH PRICE, Eoq.
HARRY SEDGWICK, Esq.
JOHN SMITH, Esq.

JOHN TWEMLOW, Esq.
RICHARD WACE, Eiq.

and of the following, who were members of the
Committee in 1810 ; viz.—

THOS. AMSINCE, Esq.
MATTW. HEATHFIELD, Esq.
RICHD. HEATHFIELD, Esq.
JOHN HORNER, Esq.

SN MACKIE, Esq.
JEREMIAH OLIVE, Eiq.
ROBERT PITCHES, Eig.
R, H. SPARKS, Esq,

And at a Mecting of the General Commiitee,
held at the Infirmary, on the 11th March, 1818,

WILLIAM CRAWLEY, Euq,
4.1, CROSKEY, Fig,

JOUN DEAN, Esq.

4. R. FARRE, M. .
MATTW, HEATHFIELD, Esq.

RICHARD REDMAN, Eeq,
HARRY SEDCWICK, Eiq,
THOMAS SPARKS, Esq.
HENJ. TRAVERS, Esq. F. 1.5,
FREDERICK TYRRELL,Esq,

A Letter addressed by Dr. Farre to the Chair-
man of the Special Committes ;

A second Letter, #dressed by the same to
Sir Charles Price, Bart., President; or to the
Chairman of the General Committee;

And the Report of the Special Committee,

were read ;—

Upon which, the following Resolutions were
passed unanimously —

That the Reportof the Special Committee,and
the Letters of Dr. Farre of the 3rd and 10th
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instant, which have now heen read, be published,
and that a copy be delivered to every Governor
of the Infirmary.

That this Committee entertain the highest
sense of the talents, integrity and zeal, of Dr.
Farre, which, whether called into exertion by
muotives of public benevolence, of private friend-
ship or of professional duty, have, alike, ad-
yanced the interests of this Institution,

ol

That this Committee acknowledge with great
safisfaction the important services derived to this
Clarity, from the able and upright professional
conduct of Benjamin Trayers, Esq. F.R.S., and
William Lawrence, Esq. F. R, 5.

That the acknowledgments of this Commiltes
are also eminently due to Richard Battley, Eaq.
Heonerary Secretary, who, during the course of
thirteen years, has, on every occasion, manifested
an anxious zeal for and who has contributed ex-
tensively to the advancement of, the interests of
this Institution.

That this Committee cannot conclude the
subject which has recently engaged their
attention, without the deep and pointed  ex-
pression of their regret, that the duty of a

7

public appeal in explanation of the manage-
ment of the Infirmary, and of the conduct of
the Officers of the Charity, should have be.
come necessary ; nor, without expressing a hope,
that a plain and simple régard to truth, will
prevent the necessity of any further similar
proceeding.

4 That the Resolitions of ‘this Meeting be pub-
lished in the Morning and Evening Papers,

8. Hovanam, Chairman,

8. Hougham, Esq, having left the Chair, the
Thanks of the Meeting were unanimously voted
to him for his able conduet therein,

R. Barreey, Hon. Sec.




REPORT

SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

Your Committee, in the investigation of the
pamphlet of Sir William Adams, have endea-

voured to limit their inquiry to the object of
submitting to you such explanation as may be

necessary to convey just views of the character
of the Infirmary. They do not consider it con-
sistent with the nature and principles of the
Institution, ‘to  entéer into contest with any
individual ; and it will not be expected that
they should undertake the work of medical
controversy, They purpose to produce a elear
and faithful statement, and to express their sense,
of the several matters noticed by Sir William
Adams, which fall level to general apprehension
—further your Committee are persuaded you do

not desire their observations to extend.
B
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Your Committee have more especially di-
rected their attention in the following conside-
rations ; namely t—

The general direction and management of the

Infirmary.

The merits of the lTate John Cunningham
Saunders, Esq., the Founder of the In-
firmary.

The conduct of the Committee towards the
late Mrz. Colkett, the widow of Mr. Saun-
ders. :

And the conduct of the Medical Directors
and Officers of the Infirmary.

On the first head ; your Committee are enabled
to demonstrate the fallacy of the attempt of Sir
William Adams, to show, that the exertions for
the public good, on the part of the Infirmary,
have been so languid, or so narrawed by selfish
views ; as to have left open, particularly to him,
the duty, which he assumes, of introducing to
public notice and of applying to the public
service, the practice which he was taught at the
Infirmary.

On the 1st October, 1804, the late Mr. Saun-
ders published a proposal for instituting a
Dispensury ior the Relief of the Poor afilicted
with Diseases of the Eye and Ear. This pro-
posal was sanctioned by the testimonials of the
physicians and surgeons of St. Thomas’s and

11

Guy’s. Hmpituls,when: he hiad then been engaged
in professional studies, ten years, during eight of
which he acted as Teacher of Practical Anatomy.

The |J]m’\. Was i||1ml:<|'i:‘:lely encouraged : the
Dispensary was instituted under the name of
the London Dispensary for curing Diseases of
the Eve and Ear, and was opened for the re-
ception of patients on the 25th March, 1805,
On the 26th Janwary, 1808, the trestment of
diseases of the ear was relinquished, and the
name of the Institution altered to it's present
designation.

The views which were entertained by Mr.
Bannders, in offering that proposal to public
attention, with respect to diseases of the eye,
and which have been adopted and acted upon,
in'mrj:.lpl}', by the Governors, appear to your
Committee, to have been original and compre-
hensive, corresponding to his genius, and as
liberal as the motives which have supplied
the funds of the Institution. Mr. Saunders
desired to be the instrument of establishing
an Ophthalmic Hospital, worthy of the name of

© this great city, at which he should at once have
. the gratification of applying the science which

he cultivated and improved, 1o the relief of the
afflicted poor, and the instruction of the medical
student.
In pursuance of those views, the Infinmary
B2
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has, from its fouridation to this day, been open
1o patients, without the restrictive condition even
of a recommendatory ticket : disease and poverty
have heen sufficient passports to a participation
in the benefits which the Infirmary dispenses.

In the year 1811, the Infirmary wus._ppuncd 10
students to attend and observe the practice of the
Mesdical Directors ; by which measure, the best
means were provided for the universal diffusion
of the modes of enve practised within its walls,
the excellence of which then stood confirmed by
sufficient experience. Sinee the 1st of February
of that year, fowr hundred and twelve pupils
have been instructed under the Medical Direc-
tors, in a knowledge of the nature and treat-
ment of diseases of the eye—of this number,
fifty were physicians—the rest surgeons; con-
sisting not only of natives of the three divisions
of the United Kingdom, many of whom held
important stations in the army and navy ; but
also of natives of the West Indies, America, Ger-
many, Portugal, and other parts of the globe—
previous to that time, Mr. now Sir William
Adams, and other gentlemen, had been in-
strueted at the Infirmary.

Lu the year 1808, a Charity, on the model of
vour Institution, was established st Exeter, un-
der the professional direction of Mr. Adams;
similar Institutions have since been estab-
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lished in the Metropolis, and in different parts
of the United Kingdom, under the professional
direction of gentlemen who have received in-
struction at the London Infirmary, and your
Committee have the satigfaction to learn, that
Infirmaries for the Eye, are at this time contem-
plated in two principal Towns, to be conducted,
as your Committee have reason to believe, by
pupils of your Medical Directors.

Early in the year 1812, the General Commit-
tee assiduously promoted the sale of the posthu-
mous work of Mr. Sannders, on Diseases of
the E)'e, in which, the Committee felt a lively
and anxious interest, because it served to extend
the knowledge of the valuable practice of the
Infirmary ; as well as for other reasons, which
will be noticed hereafter. At the same time, a
copy-of the work was presented to the Army
Medical Board, by order of the Committee,

I the year 1815, your respected Presi
and a deputation from the General Comr
prayed the assistance of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment, in furtherance of the comprehensive
views of the Committee—by memorial and
by personal application, to his Royal Highness
the Duke of York, and to Lords Viscount Mel-
villeand Sidmouth ; onwhich occasion, his Royal
Highness graciously condescended to hecome
Patron of the Infirmary.  See Appendic [A].
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In the year 1816, your President and a depis
tation from the Committee, applied to the Right
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his
Majesty’s Treasury, for the aid ofa sum of money
in support of a building fund ; but no pecuniary
assistance has yét been received from the public
Treasury, notwithstanding the forcible elaims
arising from the number of soldiers and sailors
who have been cured at the Infirmary.  See
Appendix [B].

By the Iufirmary Reports, it appears, that be-
tween the 25th Mareh, 1805, and the 25th March,
1808, were discharged, cured ', . 3332 paticnts
In the year ending 25th March, }

1800 . . . 1970
From the 2-)11: Ma.rrh 1809 to

the 31st December, 1809 .

In the year 1810

In the year 1811

In the year 1812 2585
In the year 1813 . . . . .. o 0 (28054
In the year 1814 2539
Inthe year 1815 .. . . .. . . . 2876
In the year 1816 . . . . . .. .. 2611

i

Total . . . . 25728%
OF these, 327 were cases of blindness from

* The whole amount of the dishursements of the Institution
o the 315t December, 1816, does not exceed L8000,
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cataract, 79 being cases of blindness from the
birth; some in the condition of infancy,

Your Committee, on the review of the plan
of the Infirmary, as originally designed, with re-
spect to diseases of the eye, and of the system
and . perseverance by which that plan has been
brought into action, cannot withhold the ex-
pression of their applanse from the Conductors
of the Institution, nor of their. congratulations
from the Governors, In what instance has a
charitable institution, foimded on the genius
and science of a single individual, and depend-
ing exclusively on it's public charoeter for pe-
cuniary support, advanced in the short period
of thirteen years, to the first impnrt:mr:u and
consideration #  In what instance have ihe sa-
tisfactions of the benevolent mind been more
heightened ?

In the sixth year of the Institution, the ulti-
mate ohject of the Founder was accomplished,
The Infirmary was epened as a Medical School,
the importance of which is attested, by the num-
ber and rank of the pupils: the publication
of Mr. Saunders’ posthumous work, has given
the widest circulation to his knowl the
seience which distinguished it's first period, has
been ably upheld and administered by his friend
and colleague—and by the able surgeons who
have succeeded to the office of Surgeon: the
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cures performed . have been, fo-a considerable
extent, of anovel and most interesting descrips
tiom, and in number, have exceeded all antici-
n.

T this brief statement your Commitiee appeal
—<on this basis they rest the character of the In-
stitution with ' the Governors and with  the
public. ‘ { i

With reference. to the merits of the late Mr.
Saunders, vour Committee have compared other
and copious. evidence, with the recent publica-
tion of Sir William Adams, and are forcibly
struck with the contrast of adulatory compli-

ment on the part of Mr, Adamg which prevails
in the former, and of depressing allusion and
statement, which characterise the latter.

In page 5, Sir William Adams speaks thus of
his friend and benefactor :—* On my arrival in
London to complete my professional education
at St. Thomas's and Guy's Hospitals, 1 found
Mr. Saunders the Auvatomieal Demonstrator at
the former.. At the expiration of the first year
of my studies, he invited me to witness his prac-
tice at the London Dispensary (over which he
presid(ﬂl} for the treatment of Diseases of the
Eye and Ear, when I made myself so useful to
him, that.in a short time he almost wholly con-
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fided the ‘managemerit of the lear’ cases o my
carg, and when ‘circumstances obliged' him to
be absent from town, those of the eye  alse.
From the commencement of my attendance ot
his Dispensary in May, 1807, to- Angust, 1808,
when I quitted  London (with one exeeption of
several weeks that T was confined to my ‘room
by the Egyptian ophthalmia, and was subse-
quently obliged to go to-the country for the
re-establishment of my health, which had been
seriously injured - by ‘the necessary treatment
during ‘that: confinement), T not only assisted
himin all is operations; both public and private,
bt sulijected a large portion of that time, which
wauld otherwise have ' been devoted 1o my
studies at theabove Hospituls, to comply with
his wishes, and promote hisaccommodation.”
The tone of this passage doés not accord with
the language of Mr. Adams soon after hie quitted
London (not in August, 1808, but some time in
May ar June, 1807), he then expressed himself
as being indebted to Mr. Saunders for! by far
the most valuable part of his medical eduention |
he then nseribed his prospect of success in the
city of Exeter, to the eandour and generosity ‘of
Mr: Saunders, in having made him‘acquainted
with the principles ofhizart; he then flescribed
My, Saunders as combining a' mind unbiassed by
prejudice, and replete with talent for observation,
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with the fervent wish to render benefit to his
fellow-creatures, and who could not fail toattain
to a high pitch of eminence and fame ; he then
expressed his confident expectation, that Mr.
Saunders would be acknowledged to be as
eminent in his pursuit, as Mr. John Hunter was
in general surgery, He amoe plices himself by
the side of Mr. Saunders, leaving a doubt upon
the reader's mind, as 1o the party most obliged
in a reciprocity of service.

In page 11, in a letter under the signatuve,
i Robert Russell,” dated at Exeter, Sth January,
1815, addressed to Sir William Adams, yoor
Committee read as follows :—

« | perfectly recollect lamenting to you, that
so fatal a disease as the ophthalmia should he
suffered to go on in sogreat a degree unchiecked
in the army, because an individual thought it
his interest to keep the mode of cure a secret
for the time being.

 With respeet to yourself, 1 can solemnly aver;
that your conduet, as far as it has: come within
my knowledge, has been honourable and grate-
ful to your deceased preceptor, and that you
have uniformly attributed the merit of the dis-
COVERY. in (|||&|I’im| o him. At the same time I
canmot ‘close my letter, without venturing an
opinion, that no disinterested person can read
the facts on each side, without acknowledging
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that 2 great degree of credit is due to you, not
only for your improvement on the late Mr.
Saunders’ discoveries, but for your indefati-
gable and gratwitows exertions, in so widely
extending the benefits resulting from them to
society.”

The contrast presented by these passages in
Mr. Russell’s letter, between the imputed cold
and selfish conduct of Mr. Saunders, and the ani-
mated and disinterested conduct aseribed to Sir
William Adams, very sensibly affects your Com-
mittee, a5 an instance of complicated injustice
and cruelty ; alike devoid of trath and feeling—
they can only consider the letter of Mr. Russell,
as conveying, in a covert manner, the language
of the person who has published it ; and they
Jament that the worthy and respectable person
whose name is introdueed as the writer, should
have allowed himself to become instrumental to
any purpose 50 base, as that of destroying the
good name of the honoured dead.  They cons
clude, that that worthy and respectable person
will deeply regret that he has been thus brought
into public notice.

It is imputed in Mr, Russell’s letter, and also
divectly and indirectly in other parts of Sir
William Adams’ publication, in the way of
censure on the name of Mr. Saunders, that he
withheld the communication of his knowledge,
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o the prejudice of the public, and particularly
to the prejudice of the army.

" In that imputation, your Committee remark
the absence, not only of the tenderness and
delicacy due to departed worth and genius,
but, alzo, of the respect and gratitude due to
great service and obligation conferred.  Your
Committee deem it fortunate, that they possess
evidence, which enables them to place the sub-
ject in'it's true light.

It is in evidence before your Committee, that
Mr. Saunders did not consuler it consistent
with the strict and honourable mle of profes-
sional conduet, which he preseribed to himself,
to make any particular or exclusive communi-
cation, on the subjeet of his professional practice,
to his Majesty’s Government. The ambition
which he indulged, was the chaste and honour-
able ambition, of becoming, in proper season,
the head of & medical school, in which, he should
instruct the medical student in all that he knew;
and sa convey to his Majesty’s service, and 1o
every service ; to this country, and to all coun-
tries, the benefit of his science and practice,
He would not permit himself to approach the
heads of his Majesty’s service, with a view to
pecuniary advantage ; an invitation to that line
of conduct having been made and pressed wpon
bim by Mr. Adams, who even ventured to re-

of the Eye, should not be published without
previous communication to Gevernment, with
a view to reward; the suggestion was met,
instantly, in a spirit of indignation to which the
equanimity of his mind was seldom subjected—
he wholly rejected the idea.

In the year 1806, Mr. Saunders published
“ The Anatomy of the Human Ear," and in the
sume year he also published, in the Medical Jour-
nal, an Essay on * Inflammation of the Iris,” &c.
since re-published in his posthumons work.

Under the confidence which his mtegrity
and great abilities inspired, he had seen the Infir-
mary established in public opinion and fvour—
his remaining immediate objects were, the pub-
lication of an intended work on Diseases of the
Eye, and the extension of the Infirmary to the
purposes of a Medical School —The accom plish-
ment of these objects depended on the definitive
Judgment of his own mind, on important consi-
derations, which oceupied his attention to the
howr of his death.

In the Fourth Annuval Report of the Infirmary,
he addresses the General Committee, under
date the 25th of March, 1809, in the following
words -—

“ In addition to the remarks on the last
Medieal Report which | had the hononr of sub-
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mitting to your consideration, permit me to ﬂﬂf’-
that my process for curing the catarict in
children, together with other observations re-
lative to the eve, which I am about o publizh
as soon as the necessary arrangements can be
made, has already been freely communicated to
an individual, and the ample scene of expe-
rience which the Infirmary affords, opened to
his view, from a diginteresied wish to promote
his professional object. Mr. Adams has since
settled in Exeter, and there established a
Charity on the model of this Institution.  Thix
event 1 could not refrain from noticing, becanse
it must excite in your minds, and the minds of
the Governors, the grateful reflection, that your
benevolence has given life and activity to an
Institution, which has benefited society, not
only in its own operation, but by giving direct
origin to an establishment producing its con-
tingent of good in another part of the kingdom.
That which was so liberally given in the spirit
of private friendship, has been so long withheld
from the public, in the hope of making it more
worthy of their acecptance, and not through a
mercenary motive, as some have malignantly
observed, or an inclination to boast the pos-
session of a secret, A conscientions discharge
of my duaty is all my merit, and all my boast,
the reward which has been bestowed upon it
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your applause, and  the approbation of the
Governors,” i
Scientific minds proceed by gradual and well-
ordered steps, by a system which never nine-
ceszarily exposes to failure the object of pro-
posed attainment.  The Infirmary was a new
foundation = he had not completed his course of
observation, and he deferred the more general
communication of his ideas, that he wmight
render them more certain, more safe in applica-
1i e valuable when prmunicated ;. but

he lived mot to complete his purpose ; at an

early age, hie fell a vietim to the severity of his
duties and the ardour of his research,

Your Committee deem i necessry; at pre-
sent, to occupy your attentiol
respectof the extensive body of evidence submit-
ted to them on this head.  The Governors re-
spected Mr, Sannders in his Jife—they honoured
him in his death—and will join with your Com-
mittee, in holding -in severe reprehension, the
ungenerous and unmanly conduet of him, who,
having derived most advantage from his friend-
ship, his gening and exertions, alone renders
necessry the vindication of his memory,

Your Committee comelude this part of their
Report in the words of the General Committee,
in their Address to the Governors on the death
of Mr, Saunders :—

e e e i

-
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& [ Mr. Saunders the members of the Com-
mittes hive lost a friend, with whom they
were promd to act—ihe Governors, a scienfific
and humane’ dispenser. of their bounty—the
Public, a man in whom great foree of genius,
integrity. and ; diligence,  were directed | with
eminent success to a great public olject ;
and whose actual progress, was, by himself,
only valued, as anearnest of future public

good.”

The conduct of ihe Committee towards the

late Mrs. Colkeit, the widow of Mr. Saunders,
is the mext particular which your Commitiee
purpose to eXamine.
. Mr. Saunders did not realize any property
from his professional pursuits, The only pro-
perty which he. derived  from that source, con-
sisted in the elements of i Treatisze on Diseases
of the Eye—these valnabile remains are the foun-
dation of the work since edited by his friend and
colleague, Dr. Farre, entitled A Treatise on
some Points relating to Diseases of the Eye; by
the late John Cunningham Saunders.”

His lamented death happened on the 10th of
February, 1810 ; and having died intestate, his
widow, the Rev. O. 5. Saunders and Mrs, Owen,
of Barnstaple, his brother and sister, became
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co-interested in his estate. . On 'the 26th of the
same month, Mrs. Saunders and the Rev, 0.8,
Samnders, requestéd Dr. Farre, by letter, to 1ake
charge of the unfinished manuscript, and to ex-
¢reise his discretion and judgment in the mode
and time of publication.  See dAppendiz [C],

On the following ' day, at a Special General
Meeting ‘of Governors, to take into’ conside-
ration the manner in which they ‘could best
show the sense they entertained of the character
and talents of Mr. Saunders, the following re-
golutions were passed, unanimously :—

“ That the work intended to' be entitled * A
Treatise on' some practical Points relating to
Disgases of the Eye, aud particularly on the
cure of Catarnct in Persons born blind;” which
was in preparation for pablication by Mr, Saun-
ders, be published at the expensze of this Insti-
tution for the benefit of his widow.™

Dr. Farre, Physician to the Charity, being
present, and having kindly undertaken to be
the editor of the work, it was further resolved—

 That the thanks of this Meeting be given to
Dr. Farre for hig liberal offer, and that his able
services be accepted ™

“That a subscription to the work will be an
appropriate mark of the respect entertained by
the Governors for the memory of the late Mr.
Saunders ; as ¢very Governor will thus have an

[
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¢F@¢[|unit}-.&fmociaﬁng Tia name;with that of,
Mr. Saunders, and of possessing himgelf of a
memorial of that estimable man.”

« That in the opinion of this Meeting, the
pulblication of the work will not only be an
appropriate manner of conferring a mark of re-.
spect upon the memory, of Mr. Saunders, but
will also promote the object of this Institution,
by extending to the world that knowledge which
he g0 suceessfully applied to the poor under
its care,'”

s« That the produce of ihe work be appro-
priated fo the sole use and benefit of Mrs. Saun-
ders, without any deduction whatsoever.””

« That a book be opened to reeeive the names
of gentlemen, and the number of copies for
which they may wish to subseribe.”

These resolutions were founded on the con-
ception, that the Rev. Mr. Saunders and Mrs.
Owen would. relinguish their right in their de-
veased brother's estate in favour of Mrs, Saun-
ders ; but not, having, after the expiration of six
months, so relinquished their legal right, the
Governors, on the Bth of October following,
determined to decling the publication of the
posthumous work, at the expense of the Infir-
mary.

Although induced by the consideration now
stafed, to forego the satisfaction which they had
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anticipated to themselves from  the ' publicas
tion of the work, the Governors did not less
earnestly desire to manifest their sense of public
obligation to Mr. Saunders, by the adoption of
some other mode of peeuniary assistance to hig
widow,

It was therefore proposed at the same Meet-
ing, that an immediate gratuity of fifty pounds
should be paid to Mrs. Saunders, and that an
annuity of forty ponnids should be voted jfor the
term of her natural life. The opinion of the
Meeting was' unanimous with' regand to the
gratuity, but on the question of the ammuity,
objections of a'forcible nature were urged. It
Wik arg'ued, that respect to the memory of
My, Saunders, was the only ground upon
which the Governors conld justify the appli-
cation of the funds of the Institution, to the
benefit of  Mrs, Saunders—that the aliena-
tion of the annual sum eontemplated, from the
immediate purposes for which the contributions
of the public were obtained, eould not be justi-
fied upon any other ground, and that the an-
nuity ought therefore to be limited to the term
of Mrs. Saunders' widowhood ; that the an-
nuity ought to-be imderstood to be accorded to
the widme of My, Saunders, and that a change
in that relation by marriage; should determine
its' duration.  These reasons were strongly

c2
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pressed, and after some conversation, in whicl
Jereminh Olive, Esq. trusiee for Mrs. Saunders,
on her first marriage, now one of your Viee
Presidents, took part; it was agreed, that the
annuity should be limited to the term of widow-
hood ; and it was admitted, as being more re-
spectful, and considering that by a stand-
ing law of the Infirmary, *The right of ap-
pointing and electing Medical and all other
Officers and Servants of this Charity, together
witli the whole of its infernal management and
regulations, in their largest amplitude,” were
w absolutely and permanently vested in the
Committee,” it was deemed sufficient, that
the words, * under the direction of the Com-
mittee,” should be used as words of control,
with reference to that limitation, instead of
words more clearly expressive of the purpose
and intention of the Meeting.—The following
pesolutions were then passed —

« That this Meeting continue the anxious re-
gard and earnest respect for the memory of Mr,
Saunders, which were expressed by the Gover-
nors at the Meeting of the 27th February.”

«That in the opinion of this Meeting, it is,
notwithstanding, inexpedient to proceed in the
publication of the work at the charge of the Cha-
rity,and that the resolutions of the27th February,
having reference to that object, be rescinded.”
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“That in lien thereof, Mrs. Saunders be re-
quested to aceept, at present, from this Charity
a gratuity of fifty pounds; and from January,
1811, an annuity of forty pounds net, for the
term of her natural life, to be paid half-yearly
by the Treasurer, under the direction of the
Committee—the first payment to be made in
January, 1811."

Your Committee are permitted by Mr,
Olive to state, that he, in common with Mr,
Battley, expreéssed a wish that the words—
“ for her natural life,” should stand as part of
the resolution—that these words were strongly
opposed by Mr, Hougham and others, and were
only allowed to remain, in connexion with the
worils, “ under the direction of the Committes,”
who [your Committee use the language of Mr.
Olive) would of course, have the power of re-
seinding the resolution, in the event of her
second marriage.

At some time after the grant of the anmity,
the Rev, Mr. Saunders and Mrs. Owen, in the
spirit of generosity and with the feeling of affec.
tion which had been ascribed to them, re-
nounced their interest in their deceased bro-
ther’s estate in favour of Mrs. Saunders.

Dr, Farre, also, continued his able and zealous
exertions mprcuﬂ uee the |ml]|umuus.wm'k.—ﬂe,
alone, was capable of adequately conveying to




the publie; the mind of his deceased friend—he
had, during five years, been his professional col-
league—he was his intimate personal friend—
his talents, experience and judgment; his zeal
for the interest of Mrs. Saunders; every
consideration combined to designate hine for the
office of editor. J
The first edition of the work eonsisted of
43 pages of introductory ~matter, and 216
pages of the work itself, illustrated by eight
plites—only 48 pages were printed from
the manuscript—the rest were compozed by
the editor from $788 Infirmary cases noted
by the author, and from actual observation on
the modes of practice and operation performed
by him.  Of the engravings, drawings for only
a part of the fivst plate were left by the anthor.
The book was published the latter end of the year
1811, and upwards of 170 copies weretaken by the
Governors and their friends; the greater part by
members of the Committee.  See Appendiz[1D].
In the summer of the year 1812, Mrs. Saun-
ders married Mr. Joseph: Colkett, a cousin,
By means of the anxious. exertions of her late
hushamd’s friends in the management of his
estate—the kindness of his kindred—the libe.
rality of the Governors—the able and indefati-
gable exertions of Dr. Farre, in his office of
editor—and. the exercise of parental affection,
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her property and ihcome, at that time; were as
follows:— i

" e
} 123 17
Annuity from the Infirmary 0.0 o00do 0
Anouity from Mr., Colkett, her

father, during his pleasure, and (" 50 0
alsodependant upon: his life. .

From funded property and money

per Annum. . £213 17 4
and the_fill copyright in the valuable posth-
mous work.

On her second marviage, it became; as your
Committee  submit, & duty of indispensable
obligation on the part of the General Committee,
at ' their Quarterly ' Meeting next ensuing, to
direct the discontinuance of the annuity ; and at
a Quarterly Meeting of the General Committee
on the 2d September, 1812, a resolution to that
effect was passed accordingly.

As this Committee is the subject of much
observation by Sir Willinm Adums, your Com-
mittee call your attention particularly toit’s con-
stitution and character,  The Committee was
© General.”#  Six gentlemen attended. Harry
Sedgwick, Esq. Chairman of the Committee,

* Beventyesic gentbemen are summoned o all Geperal
Committees.
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Mr. Crawley, Mr. Elgie, Dr.Farre, Mr: Travers,
and Mr. Battley. «Mr. Sedgwick was one of
Mirs. Colkett’s trustees on her first marriage—
he is the largest individual Subscriber to the
Institution. - My, Crawley advanced a large
sum: of money for the first purposes of the
Institation;  Mr. Crawley and Mr. Elgie were
in the small number of it's carliest friends, and
they have been it's constant and powerful sup-
porters.  The merits of Dr. Farre, Mr. Travers,
and Mr. Battley, are the subject of notice in
other parts of this' Report—the six genflemen,
collectively, combined the character, inan emi-
nent degree; of supporters of the Institation—
friends of the late My, Saunders, and friends of
his widow—a Committee less disposed or less
likely to compromize the interesta of either
could not have been constituted.

At a Meeting of the General Committee on
ihe 30th August, 1813, an application from Mrs.
Colkett for the continuance of the annuity,
which was granted to her when the widow of the
late Mr. Saunders, was fully considered, and it
wag then resolved —That the Governors by the
discontinuance of the payment of the annuity,
sinee her second marriage, had acted agreeably
to the intention which prevailed when the grant
was made, and that thot Committee did not
deem it proper to interfere in the matter after

the -proceedings taken on  the 24 September;
1812, when the grant was rescinded.

On the 15th Feb. 1814, an appeal was made
by Mrs. Colkett to the Governors, by a circular
letter, in which are the following passages -—

#¢ The annuity of 401, per year was granted
tome expressly for and during the tevm of my
natural fjfe.”” And after having noticed the
first intention of the Governors, as to the publi-
cation of the posthumons work—** The Com-
mittee afterwards altered their original plan, and
thought it better to allow me the anmuity of 401,
per year from their own funds; this was
regularly agreed to and confirmed by a General
Meeting of Governors, and inserted in the
Jjourpals of the establishment in these words,—
* Tothe widow of Mr. Saunders, for and during
the term of her natwral life," ™ &e. &e.

The whole of this letter your Committee pro.
nounce to be of a highly improper description
—it entirely suppresses the effect of the delibe-
ration of the Governors when the annuity was
granted—ithe controlling words, ander the diree-
tion of" the Committee, are omitted—the words,

Jor and during, are introduced, instead of the
simple word, for, as if to give the air of
legal precizion, where, from motives of  res:
pect, general expressions had been preferred;
This letter is, otherwise, grossly incorrect ;
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it's object, evidently, by misrepresentation; to
exeite the ‘sympathy of the gereral body o of
Governors, at the ‘entire sacrifice, in/point of
character, of Honourable men  who were  the
intimate friends of Mr. Sanders, who were her
own tried and - fithful friends<and. of some
ather of the most efficient supporters of the In-
firmary. t
© On the 18th of the ' same month; at the
. Annual Meeting, the appeal was heard by the
largest assembly of Governors ever witnessed at
the Institution, with the advantage to Mrs, Col-
Kett, as appears to your Committee; of a nume-
rous attendance of persons, particularly prepared
1o hear and redress the ease to be submitted to
them, After ample discussion, it was moved,
that the annuity should be renewed—this motion
not being seconded, was, necessarily, withdemwn:
it was then maoved, that forty pounds should be
presented to: Mrs, Colkett, to be continued' or
not hy the Governors, at their Annual Meeting,
as they should direct: to this an amendment
was' moved, namely, that the words having for
tlieir object the grant of money to Mrs. Colkett,
should be omitted, and that words approbatory
of the conduet of the Committee, in respect of
the aunuity to Mrs, Colkeit, should be substi-
tuted ; upon which, the gentleman, who took the
pirt of leading advocate for Mrs: Saunders, disa-
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vowed all intention of refleeting blame on the
gentlemen who rescinded the grant : a second
amendment was . then moved, namely, that the
meeting should proceed to the corrent business
of the day, which amendment was carried ona
division of upwands of 70 1o 7.8, The minutes
of the preceding Annual Meeting, by which
the minutes of the General Commitiee of
the 2d September, 1812, had been confirmed,
were then  read and | confirmed.  See Ap-
pendix [E]. 1

Sir William Adams, five years after the revo-
cation of the grant of annuity, and more than
three years after the full and. final confirmation
of the proceedings of the General Committee,
has revived this train of refuted assertion; he
has stated that the annuity was * for and during
her matural life,”—he has suppressed the con-
trolling words of the resolution—he has re-pub-
lished the whoele of Mrs, Colkett's letter; not
only without covrecting the mis-statements which

* At the latter part of these proccedings, & persen who at-
sended as the avowed supporter of M, Colkett’s chaim, pro-
duged o paper, purporting to he o copy of the resolution by
which the amnuity was granted, in which, as well as in Mrs,
Colkett’s circular, the words, * wnder the direction af the Com-
“withde, were candtied, =10 answer to 8 question why these re-
wrietive or controlling words: were omitied, it wus replied,
thaat it was mot thought necessary to notice them !
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it contains, but with the aggravation of a mass
of matter of the most ohjectionable description.

‘Sir William Adams states, page 95, that—

“ Mrs. Saunders, after receivirg this annuity
of 401. for two years, thought proper to marry
her own first cousin, to which step the utmost
opposition was (as Mrs, Saunders informed  me)
previously offeved by Dr. Farreand Mr. Battley,
who authoritatively threatened, that the annuity
should be taken from her, if ghe executed her
intention. These gentlemen, however justified
they might be in advising, 'had cerfainly no
right to dictaie upon this occasion: there was
no injunction in Mr, Sannders” will, to prevent
her marrying again ; and; as | have been in-
formed, they were not even executors to that
will.  She acted contrary to their advice, and
that of her other friends, and did marry Mr.
Colkett. Dr. Farre and Mr. Battfley carried
their threat into execuntion ; they formed a
Special Committee, consisting of themselves
and four of their friends, and, without taking
the sense of the General Commitiee, which had
gramted Mrs. Saunders the annuity of 40—
“for and during her natural 1ife " —they took
upon themselves to rescind that resolution,
which had been officially recorded on the jour-
nals of the Institution.”

It is diffieult for your Commitlée to imagine
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wlint purpose could be intended by a statement
so0 entirely deveoid of truth.  Your Committee
are enabled to state, that Dr. Farre and Mr,
Battley, on the application of the late Mr. Col-
kett, the father of Mrs. Saunders, slct:umimliicd
by him and her kind and liberal friend and
trustee, Mr. Olive, saw Mrs. Saunders onee
and only ence, with a view to prevent her im-
prudent marriage with Mr, Joseph Colkett ;
that they, Dr, Farre and Mr. Battley, used their
earngst endeavours at this meeting of Mrs.
Saunders, Mr. Colkett, Mr. Olive and them-
selves, by representation and by persuasion, to
induce Mre. Saunders to consent at least o
postpone her marriage ; that such arguments as
tender fathers, such as brothers use, were urged,
but urged in vain; that Mrs. Saunders pro-
mised not to marry in less than one month, and
married the next day: that the annuity was
paid to her under the following written expla-
nation from her trustee—* during the pleasure
of the Committee”; that Mrs. Sannders had
previously been informed, and that it was then
repeated to her, that the Commitiee could not
continue the payment of the annuity in the event
of her second marriage.  See Appendix [F].
Your Committee have alveady shown, that Mr.
Saunders died intestate ; that * for and 1iuring
ber natural life " are not the words of the grant
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of the annuity; that the Commitiee which: disal-
lowed the annuity, was a Quarterly Meeting of the
General Committee, and not a Special Commit-
tee ; and they have to repeat, that the minutes of
that Committee were confirmed by the fol-
lowing Annual Meeting, held on the dth Fe-
bruary, 1813 ; and finally, after ample discus-
gion, by the Annual Meeting on the 18th
February, 1814,

Sir William Adams states, forther, page 100,—

& As Mrs, Saunders’ advocate, | should place
her case in the following point of view—I mean
upon the basis of legal right. 1t will be recol-
lected, that the annuity was taken from her at
first. without the knowledge or sanction of the
General Committee,  The great body of Sub-
scribersare thus entively exonerated from theaet.
Secondly, the annuity was not w disinterested
gifi of the Subscribers of the London Eye In-
firmary. It was an equivalent for the sale of
her husband's work, twhick was her own pro-
periy, as his only representative, and over which
the managers of that Institution possessed no
control ; although the  General  Commitiee
thought proper 1o order the publication of the
manuscripty in such a manner and  attended
with such expenses s their Physician should
please 1o incur.” !

Your Commiltee are again called npon te
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statel and to remind you, that the annuity was
disallowed at a Quarterly Meeting of the
General Commitiee 3 that the procesdings of
thut ‘Committee were confirmed by the fiwo

Joltowing Anmeal Mectings ; that the annuity

was gramted to compensate for the inability of
the Governors to give effect to the benevolent
intention which they thad entertained, of pub-
lishing the posthumons work atthe expense of
the infirmary, for the benefit of Mrs. Saunders,
and that the whele proceeding was entirely dis-
interested and purely benevolent. That the
Members of theCommittes purchased a consider-
ablé mumber of copies of the first edition, upon
which Mrs. Saunders had the benefit of the pub-
lishers” profit, as well as half the net profit of
sale ; that the Committee did not - exercise
any power ol control whatseever in the publica-
tion of the work ; and that the consideration of the
time and moaner of publication were confided,
under letter, from Mrs. Saunders and the Rev.
O, 8. Sannders, illlpliuiﬂ}' to. Dr. Farre;

o Itis alsodinsinmated or alleged by Sie William
Adams (pages 100, 101}, that this work has been
published ina manner disadvantageous to the
interest of Mrs, Colkett; your Committee, in
explanation, refer to the Appendix [G].

Your Committee have been led inthe conrse
of their labours, to the knowledge of many
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particulars, which, from theirintimate eonnegion
with the matter immediately referred to them,
could not be concealsd.  Your Committee are
informed of the personal and individual conduct
of the Officers of the Infirmary towards the late
Mrs. Colkett, particularly in regard to/the gen-
tlemen who were the intimate and atiached
friends of Mr. Saunders—as well after, as hefore,
her second marriage—as well afer, as before,
her appeal to the Governors. Those excellent
persons ought to receive the most ample teskti-
mony to their liberality and constancy—to their
active and persevering benevolence, in all that
has respect to the late Mrs. Colkett: their
earnest endeavours to prevent the errors into
which she unfortunately declined—their gene-
rous sympathy for her distresses when they
oceurred, throughdisregard of their advice, could
not be repressed, even by the injurious treatment
which they experienced—their cares extended
to the last hour of her life.

With what indignation, then, must your Com-
mittee have read a circular letter, addressed to
the Governors of the Infirmary, signed ** William
Adams,” dated 26th November last, in which
it iz asserted, that the Officers of the Infirmary
exposed the late Mrs. Saunders (Colkett) * do
all the presswre of absolute want”?  Your
Committee do not hesitate do declare, that that
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statement standd directly ofiposed o flie il
words more grosly filée coild not be uttered,

lel‘u. Colkett died in the month of June, 1817,
leaving one ehild, heir 'to about eighty pounds
per annum, ‘which is understood to remain of
_her trust property ; the annuity of fifty pounds
is also widerstood 1 have been continued, by
ber father, to' the time of her death,

Your Committee have now to consider the
pamphlet of Sir William Adans, with reference
tothe Medical Directors and Honorary Sm:mm.y
of the Infirmary. i

_B_\' the: title page of his fublication, Sir
William Adams proposes = 1o expose the mea-
sures resorted to by the Medical Officers of tlie
London Eye Infirmary for the pirpose of re-
tarding the adoption and execution of plans for
the extermination of the Eyptiai ophthalmia
from the army and from the kingdom.™

And it appears 0 your Committee, that Sir
William Adams attempts 1o support tlie charge,
chiefly, by instancing four suceessive wttacks upon
himself from the Infirmary.

The first is a Letter from My, Batiley,

The second—A Special Report of the General
Committee, published in the Year 1814,
The third and fourth—Applications ‘to the

B
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Higlier Departments of State, tosolicit pro-
tection and pecuniary support for the Infir-

mary.

Your Committee will examine these several
particulars in their order.

Mr. Batfley’s clims 1o the respect  and
acknowledgment of the Governors, surpass any
encomium in the power of your Commitiee to
confer, He has heen one of the most zealous
supporters of the Institation from (s origin.
He has not only gratuitously served the Charity,
through the whole term of its' duration, in the
important office of Secretary, but has been the
means of sustaining it's funds, by his individual
contribution, and by ihe interest which he lias
excited init's favour, inan extensive and highly
respectable commercial eonnexion. If the ln-
stitution be of high publie value and importanee,
Mr. Battley isentitled to public respect, for the
essential support and assistance which have been
derived from his uneeasing zeal and exertions.

Sir William Adams states, that in the month
of December, 1814, he received a printed cir-
cular, under the signature of Mr, Battley, Secre-
tary of the London Eye Infirmary, upon which

e comments at some length.

Your Committee are aware that a printed
letter was eirculated by Mr. Battley at the time
mentioned by Siv William Adams, but they
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cannot admit thatany letter not written by order
of the Governors or of the Committee, or ex-
pressed to be written in the character of Se.
eretary of the Infirmary, can be fairly treated
as a letter written by the Secretary of the London
E}"e Infirmary. The letter alluded to was
written by Mr. Baitley in his individual and
pn\:ntl: character; without doubt, under strong
excitement, from the persuasion, that the honon rr;
and the credit which he considered due to the
name of Mr. Saunders and to the Infirmary

were unduly assumed by Sic William z\dnll]s:
but whatever the motives, neither the Committee
nor the Governors, are inany respect answer-
l.t."l"‘ '.."r Mp. Battley's individual act.  Nor does
Sir William Adarms, in any respeet, establish the
charglge he has ventured to bring against wm;
hlietllcal Directors by confounding Mr. Battley’s
different situations—hy treating that as procu:td-
ing from the Infirmary, which bears no offieial
ml'lrli—'h'hit'll was not an official act.

The second ground upon which Sir William
Adams relies, is the Special Report of the Ge-
neral Committee, which Report was oceasioned
by tl_ae publication of © An Abridgement of the
Official Papers relating to operations performed
by order of the Dircetors of the Royal Hospital
for S_mmeu at Greenwich, on several of the
Pensioners belonging thereto, for the purpose of.

o2
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ascertaining the general efficacy of the mew
mode of treatment practised by Mr. Adams for
the cureof the various species of Cataract and
the Egyptian Ophthalmia.—Published by order
of the Directors, - These papers consist of,—

The Minutes of the Board of Directors of the
281 August, 1813, and 10th January, 1814

A Letter addressed by the Medical Officers
of Greenwich Hospital to John Dyer, Esq.
Secretary. of that Establishment—Dated
27th December, 1813,

A Letter addressed by Mr. Adams to the Ho-
nourable the Directors of Greenwich Hos-
pital—Dated 9ih January, 1814,

To which an Advertisement is prefixed.

The Advertisement states * That in *the
antumn of 1812, the Directors of Greenwich
Hospital were informed, that greatimprovements
had been recently made by Mr. Adams, late
Ocalist to the West of England Eye Infirmary
at Exeter, in the modes of operating on the dif-
ferent kinds of cataraet,’” &e.

The Minutes of the Board are highly com-
mendatory of the practice of Mr. Adams, butare
silent as to the late Mr. Saunders and the Lon-
don Infirmary.

The Letter of the Medical Officers, ascribes
the improved mode of curing cataract to Mr.
Adums; and also ascribes the discovery of a
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mode of curing the Egyptian ophthalmia to the
same person, and expresses the expectation of
the Medieal Officers, that the promulgation by
Mr. Adams of this important discovery, will be
considered as a great national desiderafum.

The Letter of Mr. Adams speaks much of hiz
own inventions and improvements, but mentions
the name: of his deceased friend and preceptor,
only to connect with it the observation, that he
hiad long since found it necessary to abandon his
modes of operation for the cataract,

Your Committee are fully sensible of the hu-
mane and liberal motives which oecasioned the
publication of the Official Papers, but they cannot
refrain from observing upon the singular' want of
information of the Medical Officers of Greenwich
Huospital, regarding improved modes of treating
diseases of the eve, and your Committee ascribe
solely to want of information, the absence of all
recognition, by the Divectors of Greenwich Hos-
pital, of the merits of the late Mr. Saunders, and
of the pretensions of the London Infirmary, to
public favonr and support.

In the autumn of 1812, the Noble and Ho-
nourable Directors appear to have heen first
informed of Mr. Adams’ practice on the Eye.
At that time, great public exertions' had been
made through a course of seven years, to es-
tablish the London Infirmary as an Institution
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of public importance ; a cure for eataract in
infants born blind, had been'discovered, and
performed, in the first instance, by Mr. Sannders,
at the Infirmary ; other species of eataract had
also been treated by Mr. Saunders, with eminent
suceess, and your Committee are enabled to
state, that the diseaze called the Egypiian oph-
thalmia, had been cured, in all its stages, in
numerous cases, at the Infirmary.

At that time, the Infirmary had been open, a2
a Medical School, upwards of eighteen months
one hundred and one gentlemen had then been
admitted as pupils—NMr. Saunders” posthumons
work had been pu]:lia.hp.llllpwnnﬁ of six months;
acopy of that work had been delivered tothe Army
Medieal Board—yet, under these circumstanees,
the name of Mr, Saunders and the practice of the
Infirmary, pass, not only without acknowledg-
ment, but under disrespectful notice, in the
publication of the Directors of Greenwich
Hospital.

But, however uninformed the Noble and Ho-
nourable Directors might he on the sulject,
Mr. Adams knew, and in several parts of his
pamphlet, he lays elaim to praise for the acknow-
ledgment of the fact—Mr. Adams knew, that
the great and interesting improvements in the
mades of treating diseases of the eyve, originated
from the Jate Mr. Saunders, and were first prae-
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tised and taught at the London Infirmary, where
he was himself taught.

Sir Willimn Adams admits in the pamphlet
now under the congideration of your Commitiee,
amidst much unworthy reflection on his me-
mory, * that Mr. Saunders afforded to him, the
kindness of unreserved instruction,” and after
speaking of the West of England Eye Infirmary,
a2 if treated as a rival institotion, an insinwation,
as your Committee coneeive, wholly devoid of
truth, Sir William Adams proceeds to state,
with reference to. Mr. Saunders ; “ nor in the
performance of my duties there® or elsewhere,
did any person ever hear me mention his name
but in terms of gratitude for his disinterested
friendship, in affording me the almost exclu-
Bive pnrticipmi'nn in that extensive lrx]mrienr:r:
which he possessed, and to which 1 am, and ever
shall consider mysell go much indebted.”

In the first Report of the West of England
Eye Infirmary, dated 1st November, 1809, Mr.
Adams expresses himself as follows :—

#To Mr. Saunders, however, [ feel more par-
ticularly grateful, for having, in the most dis-
interested and friendly manner, not only allowed
e to witness the practiee at the London Infir-
mary for curing Diseases of the Eye, aver which
he presides, but alse for baving instructed me

® At Exeter,
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in his method of curing eataract, the only one
“hlch has been_shown to be applicable, at

early age lo c—lu]dre.n born blind . with that
disease, Mr, Sq.nndm has likewise, the origi-
ml:l} of Ilavmg first marked the character of
lnﬂammntmn of the iris, and of having pointed
ot it's appmprmle method of core,  The dis-
covery of a successful mode of treating those
mostinveterateand distressing consequences pro-
duced by the Egypfian ophthalmia, has further
been the result of his seientific and unwearied
investigations, lpnn these highly important
subjects and some others, he has heen hitherto
prevented by ill health and numerous profes-
sional avocations, from making known to the
world, the suceess of his labours; but these |
confidently anticipate will shortly be pub-
lished "

“ Theonly merit I feel myself entitled toclaim,
is for a conscientions discharge of my doty, and
a strict adherence to those scientific principles,
of which 1 have so extensively witnessed the
validityand importance in the very successful prac-
tmeofln} friend, Mr, Saunders. Reward I expect
none, bt the honour of vour npptb'iml:m i

Mr. Adanls,elucnhem,m_}onr(.ulnmlttteham
shown, ascribes every hope of his professional
suceess, to the candour and generosity  of
Mr. Saunders, in having taught him the prin-
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ciples of his art. ' He commends Mr, Saunders
a8 a man combining the highest professional
talents, with the ferverit wish to render benefit to
his fellow.crestures; and at times, expresses
his sense of abligntion and respect for him in
terms too extravagant for your Committee to
repeat.

In the Official Papers, published in the year
1814, Mr. Adams leaves the name of Mr. Saun-
ders to survive in the record of his [Mr. Adams)
having long since found it necessary to abandon
his modes of operation ; and in the same papers,
the practice of the Infirmary is brought into
comparison with the practice of Mr, Adams, in
@ manner which, in the opinion of your Com-
mittee, reflects upon him severe censure,

A pensioner of Greenwich Hospital, o patient
of the London Infirmary, having been withdrawn
from the care of your Medical Officers, when in
the last stage of cure for cataract, to he placed
under: the care of Mr. Adams; Mr. Adams, in
illustration. of his own superiority in practice,
states, that the patient hud undergone thirteen
operations, during six months, at the Infirmary %
that ke had perfected the cure by a single ope-
ration on each eye, and consequently, that if the
patient had been originally treated according to
his mode of practice, one, or at most, firo OPEr-

# The avcursey of this statemsent is not admitted.
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fions would have effected the removal of the
entaraets in the space of five or six weeks,
Passing over the consideration of the logical
force of the reasoning, which dismisses the effect
of thirteen eanses in favour of the fourteenth,
your Committee cannot sufficiently deprecate the
manner in which Sir William Adams has sub-
mitted a comparative statement of medical prac-
tice to public notice—a practice peeuliar, as your
Committee believe, in a popular form, o .ihd
Tower and irregular practitioners in medicine,
and to which your Committee are entively per-
sunded, the Directors of Greenwich Hospital
wonld not have lent their sanetion, had they heen
made duly acruainted with particulars, of which
the knowledge was essential fo correctness of
judgment on the subject. oy
The extraordinary character and injurious
tendency of these papers, their tendeney to de-
prive the late Mr. Saunders of his fair fame, arnd
the Infirmary of that portion of public favour
which it enjoyed, rendered it necessary, in the
conception and judgment of the acting or Sub-
Committee, soon after the appearance of the
Odficial Papers, to appoint the Meddical Officers
of the Infirmary, a Commitiee, to examine and
report to the General Committee, the evidence
which supports the rights of the Infirmary and
the merits of the late Mr., Saunders, its Founder
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and Surgeon, in respect of the treatment of the
Egyptian oplithalmia, against the claims of Sir
William Adams, &,

The Report of the Medical Officers, together
with the proceedings of the General Committes
thereon;, and some letters serving to elucidate and
support the Report, were then published, under
the title of *“ A Special Report of the General
Committee of the London Infirmary for curing
Diseases of the Eye,” &e.  See Appendiz [H].
This Report asserts the rights of the Infirmaryand
the merits of the late Mr. Saunders ; and, in the
Jndgmentof your Committee, became indispensa-
bly necessary, to correct the unfair and improper
tendency of the Official Papers, Thisisthesecond
attack which Sir William Adams allezes in proof
of his charge against your Medical Oficers.

Your Committee will simply observe upon
the # Special Report,” that the facts and rea-
soning of your Medical Directors, rest upon
authority, on which your Committee entirely
rely ; and that the Report has conduced to the
development of truth, ifonly by eliciting from Sir
William Adams, a declaration of the merits of My,
Saunders, however partial, and however shaded
by matter of a contrary character, in a form co-
extensive in circulation with the Official Papers,

For the explanation of the third and fourth
attacks alleged by Sir William Adams, your Com-
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mittee again refer to the Appendix [A][B] foe
copies of Memorials to His Royal Highness the
Duke of York, and to Viscounts Melville and
Sidmouth, and to' the Lords Commissioners of
his Majesty’s Treasury.

Your Committee, having noticed the four
several attacks alleged by Sir William Adams,
proceed with great reluctance to notice another
attempt upon his chiracter, with which Sir Wil-
linm Adame charges the Medical Officers of the
Infirmary. ' :

On this unpleasant topic’ he sets out hy
stating,— )

That it has been proved by him, in the course
of his pamplilet, that Mr. Saunders regarded
him to the last with respect and affection ; that
he was the legitimate suecessor of Mr. Saunders ;
that none of those practising as oculists had
ever seen Mr. Saunders operate on cafaract ;
and that by adding in notes the result of his own
expericnce, he ‘shonld have been enabled ma-
terially to increase the value and public utility of
Mr. Saunders’ posthumous work, of which, for
auch “and other rensons, he was desirous, on
the death 'of Mr. Saunders, of becoming the
editor,  Sir William Adams then introduces a
Jetter addressed to him by John Milford, Esq.
dated the 15th March, 1815, in which letter
Mr. Milford states, that, upon' the arrival of
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Mr. Adams in London, for the purpose of at-
tending the funeral of My, Seunders, he was
requested by Mr. Adams to communicate to the
Commitiee or friends of Mr. Saunders, his
desire to become the editor of the posthu-
mous work, and to state, that for such per-
mission, he would pay one hundred pounds
to Mr. Saunders’ widow or executors, That
he soon afterwards accidentally met a gen-
tleman. whe had taken an active part in the
Charity, from whom he learnt, that the Officers
of the Infirmary, who had undertaken the entire
direction of the concerns of Mr. Saunders, had
so much resentment or prejudice against Mr.
Adams, that any such proposal would, on
their part, meet with the most violent oppo-
sition ; and that Mr, Milford does not recollect
baving taken any further measures on the
subject.  Sir William Adams then states, that
he, in consequence, endeavoured to see . Dr,
Farre, himself, to repeat his proposal in per-
som, and to explain away, if possible, the
prejudices he, Dr. Farre, entertained aguinst
him; that on his way, *some days afterwcards,”
to his house, for that purpose, he accidentally
net, at Mr, Saunders® house, with an acquaint-

_ance, a young man who had succeeded him in

acting as assistant to. Mr, Saunders, to whom
“he mentioned the above circumstance.”
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That he failed in his atterapt to. see Dr. Farre,
but left at his honse a message intimating, that
he had commissioned Mr. Milford to propose
his editing Mr. Saunders’ work.

That shortly afier that communication, Sir
William Adams heard from several guarters, that
reports were cirenlated © that he had endeavoured
to get at Mr. Sannders’ notes, in order to rolb him
aof his posthumons fame.”  That to_prevent fur-
ther misrepresentation, he addressed an expla-
natory letter to Dr. Farre, dated 28th February,
1810, That about ten days afterwards, on his
return to Exeter, he received from the Secretary
of the Infirmary, 2 communication stated to
have been made, before a Seleet Cominittee, by
the young man already alluded to.  That imme-
diately upon receiving the Secretary’s letter, he
wrote o veply to it, which he requested JHr.
Milford to deliver to Dr. Farre, and personally
to acquaint him with the proposals he had de-
puted him to make, but that Mr Milford, seeing
in the whole of this attack, the hostile spirit
which had prevented his applying to Dr. Farre
om the former oceasion, did not think it worthy
his interference, and therefore simply forwarded
the letter without a comment.

Your Committee have attentively investigated
this statement, and they report to youas follows:—

‘That 8o far from Mr. Saunders, at the period
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of his decease, having continwed to entertain sen-
timents of respect and regard for Mr. Adams, it
is established to the entire conviction of your
Committee, that Mr, Saunders had withdrawn
his confidence from Mr. Adamsfora congiderable
time previous to his lamented death—thot the
conduct of Mr. Adams in the use which he
made of the advantages which he had derived
from the friendship of Mr. Saunders; produced
extreme embarrassment and mortification to the
mind of Mr, Saunders, and continued to agitate
his spirits to the day of his death. See Ap-
pendic 1)

That your Committee can find no trace of evi
dence of Mr. Suunders having corresponded
with My, Adams later than May, 1809,

That Sir William Adams, in lien of having any
prétension o the title of legitimate suceessor
to Mr, Saunders, does not appear to have been
made acquainted, by Mr, Saunders, with his
illlmeﬁ'mll'nls in practice after the month of .\‘Iu:\'.
1807, when the Institution had existed but Tittle
more than two years : whereas, Mr. Suunders
il freely communicited his latter practice to
vther gentlemen,

That the professional mind and views, the
enlire practice of Mr, Saunders, were, in_parti.
cular, intimately known to Dr. Farre, his friend
aud colleague in practice.
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- Tha the professional edueation ofi Mr.-Adans
did not sufficiently qualify him, inthe jldgmient
and opinion of the electoral body of Govérnors,
to justify iheir, confiding - to Mr;o Adams the .
great and important. st oof Cdeveloping the
views and of applying the science oft o mih esti-
mated as the Governors estimated Mr_ Saundies,
That the General Committes, in looking for ' a
suceessor to, Mr. Sannders, directed  their-aftéi-
tion to the metropolitan Hospitals, particularly fo
$t. Thomas’s, and Guy’s Hospitals, where Mg
Samnders had tanght practical anatory with' 8o
much honour to himself, and were fortunate in
the appointment of, Mr. Travers ito the olﬁcé af
Su[gﬁgm 3 Al el B )Lt B
That your Com!m!lee consider it not Tess fird
tunate for the character of Mr. Saindersy firthie
Infirmary and . for society,  that the work *wis
edited with the advantage of the patient=re
search and sound pmfemlum.l Jllllgml! of Dr
Eare e
That it does. notappear Iha.t}lr Adarmwm
to London to attend the Nunerml of Mr.Saunders,.
as hie has permitted Mr. Milford, of course un-
conscious of the real truth, to assert ; but as ap-
pears by a letter addressed by Mr. Adams to Mr-
Saunders, bearing the London, post-mark . d4th
February, 1810, from which: the following isan.
extract, o be admitted; to| the appointment of
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Oculist extraordinary to His Royal Highiness the
Prince Regent.

“Atlast I hope to put my long intended jour-
ney to London into execution, as it is my plan o
set off for Bath on Tuesdiy morning, and et
inte town on Wednesda_f. in addition to the
getting of some needles made for operating on
closed pupil, I have another grent ohject in
view—namely, being appointed Oculist extraor-
dinary to the Prince of Wales—this the Com-
mittee have applied for, and it has been pro-
mised,”

That it does not appear to your Committee,
that any other than the plain and simple ‘truth
was imparted to Mr. Milford, on his application on
behalfof Mr. Adams; namely, that the moreactive
guardians of the Charity did not so respect the
pretensions of Mr. Adams, a8 to justify any encou-
ragement of his views relative to the Infirmary.

That a letter, of which the following is acopy,
was on Sunday, the 18th February, 1810, laid
before a Committee of Governors appointed to
conduet the funeral of Mr. Saunders.

“ SR,

“In compliance with your request you will here
receive a plain statement of a conversation whicl
passed between Mr. Adams and myself.

“Ontheeveningof Friday, the 16th February, [

. E
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accidentally met My, Adams in Ely Place, when
he gave me to understand, he had a subject of
importance to communicate to me—we left the
Touse together, and he commenced the conversi-
tion, by saying that Mr. Johnson of Exeter (with
whom our late friend corresponded) “had 'in-
formed him Mr. Saunders’ work on the Eye, was
in & state of great forwardness, if not already in
the press, and that he (Mr. Adams) considered it
would be most advantageous for him to have the
credit of if, to have his name ingerted in liew of
that of Mr. Saunders, and to be considered the
author.

If these desirable points could be obtained, he
would readily pay Mrs. Saunders one hundred
guineas, or whatever sum her friends might con-
sider an equivalent, together with all the profits

-arising from the publication ; he proceeded to
state, should the work be unfinished, and Dr.
Farre wouli assist hiim in its completion, the re-
muneration to Mrs. Saunders should be the same ;
but if that gentleman rejected the proposition, he
(Mr. Adams) was convineed the ahove-mentioned
Mr. Johnson would undertake it.

“ These propositions | wasrequested tocommu-
nicate toa relative of mine, and the most intimate
friend of the family, for the information of Mrs.
Saunders.  Sofar 1 heard him with silent asto-
nighment, but could no longer restrain my ‘in-

59
dignation, which I expressed in strong terms, and
left him.

* Limmediately went home, where, to my sur-
prise, | was soon followed by Mr. Adams, wha, I
imagine, conscious of the wnfivourable impres-
sions his conversation had made on my mind,
endeavoured in vain to do away their effect,

“In giving you the above statement, 1 foel
that I am only performing a duty I owe to
the sacred memory of my revered friend, and
should this simple narrative of facts be deemid
insufficient, I am willing to give any further
testimony that may be required. 1 beg to add
you have my free permission to make whatever
use of this you may judge proper.

* 1 am, Sir, with the ntmost respect,
 Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) = Joux Woon Deaxe,
“ To Mr. Battley, Seeretary to the London Infirmary
for Curing Discases of the Eye."

Anil that a copy of Mr. Deane’sletter was trags-
mitted, by the Secretary, to Mr. Adurs, on ar
about the 10th March, 1810, as b arlnits, it
ﬂm‘.l Dre. Farre disavows the ‘:_f:;_e_;lpl of ihe letter
-l i\ir). ,"mnw'ﬂ represents himself to have
m::hm 54 aim in immediate reply.

", our Committee do_ not discover, that' the

letter of Mr. Deane was noticed in any man-

e 2
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ner by Mr. Adams, until nearly five years
after the date of the Secrefary’s Ieﬁer.——TIlle
subjéct is then alluded to by Mr. Adams, in
coarse nd offensive language, by letter to De.
Farre, The next instance in which your Com-
mitteé find it the ohject of Sir William Adams’
attention, is the pamphlet now before your Com-
mittee, that is, after seven years had elapsed—not
by communication withi the President, or w‘ilh the
Committée, ot with the Governors, at their An-
wal Meeting ; or with Mr, Deane; but in a
printed address, widely cirenlated, for the permliﬂ.la
chiefly, of persons who could have no immediate
means of judging ‘on the subject, but through
the medium of the pamphlet itself.

Mr. Saunders died on Satuvday, the 10th of
February, 1810.—O0n Wednesday, the 14th, a
letter, as alveady stated, was received from Mr.
Adams, announcing his immediate intention of
visiting London.  On Sunday, the 15th, the Com-
mittee for divecting the funeral, received Mr.
Deane'’s Tetter, stating, that on Friday, the 16th,
Mr. Adams had made the ebuoxious overture
for the publication of Mr. Saunders’ posthumous
work. How, then, your Commitiee inquire,
con Mr. Adams' statement be true >—He says, he
requested Mr. Milford to interest himself for
him—ihat Mr. Milford did g0, and reported to
lLim the unfivourable issue; and that * some
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days afferwards,” he met with the young
man, &c. Mr, Deane certainly aitended the
Committee: on the 18th, on the subject of a
communication from Mr. Adams—had Mr_ Mil-
ford, between the 14th and 15¢h, seen Mr.
Adams—executed his commission—reported the
result—in addition to, and after this, on the 18th,
had *some days” elapsed ? Either these discre-
pancies are to be reconciled, or Sir Willimn
Adams” statement is incorrect.  In the latter
conclusion, your Commitiee are  compelled
to rest, not by this consideration only, but by
the force of positive festimony which they do
not feel at liberty to resist.  Your Committee
deem it incumbent on them to add, that Mr,
Deane was held in great respect and esteem
by Mr. Saunders, whom he assisted for some
time in his duties at the Infirmary, and that he
now fills a highly respectable situation in the
Bank of England.

How truly this is designated an attack of the
Medical Officers, will be decided by these simple

. considerations :—

The death of Mr. Saunders left the Infirmary
without aSurgeon—Mr. Travers was at that time
unconnected with the Institution—Dr. Farre was
then the only Medical Officer, and he docs not
appear fo have been in any respect a pariy to
Mr. Deane’s communication. Mr. Lawrence
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was not appointed to the office of Surgeon until
four years afterwards,

Such are the grounds on which gentlemen, dis-
tinguished by their public and private worth, by
the liberal and extensive application of their emi-
nent scientific attainments, and by their private
benevolence, are held forth to severe public cen-
stire, on acharge of preventing the cure of that very
class of diseases, to teach the means of curing
which, they have, during many years, presided,
with unblemished reputation, over a public school
of the first value and importance—at which they
have instructed all who have applied for instroc-
tion,and have actually tanght upwards of four hun-
dred professional gentlemen of the highest class ;
whose testimonials, a3 your Committee are in-
formed, are indispensable, under theable direction
of the Army Medical Board, to the qualification
of gentlemen for the sitnation of Surgeon in
the Army, and who have diffused a knowledge
of their practice in every other way consistent
with their rank and station in the medical pro-
fession.  Such, in fine, are the grounds on which
Sir William Adams undertakes with the British
Government, and with the DBritish publie,
to “ expose measures resorted to by the Me-
dical Officers of the London Eye Infirmary,
for the purpose of retarding the adoption and
execution of plans for the extermination of the
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Egyptian ophthalmia from the Army, and from
the United Kingdom.™

Your Committee cannot conclude this Report
without expressing the deep and decided feeling
of indignation and disgust, which the conduct of
Sir William Adams has excited, in every particu-
lar, throughout the investigation, which you have
directed. —Itappears to your Committes, that the
claimsof privatefriendship, the pretensionsof pub-
lic service, the regard due to individual and the
respect due to general, benevolence ; the sanetity
of truth, the honour of the living, and the merits of
the dead ; are,alike, violated in the publications of
Sir William Adams. Your Committes ing for
a public body, lament that the duty of animadver-
sion and stricture should have hecome necessary ;
but they are relieved and consoled by reflecting
on the excellence of your Institution, on the
purity of the principles on whichit is conducted,
on the comprehensive benevolence by which it is
distinguished, and on the great extent of public
service which it performs,
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[A] page 13.

At the Avnnal General Meeting of the Govermors, held
at the Infirmary, on the 200k of March, 1815,—

S CHARLES FRICE, Bant. Presivent,

IN THE CHATR;

Tue President reported, that the Deputation, ap-
pointed by the Genernl Committee to wait on His
Royal Highness the Duke of York, the Commander-in
Chief, had been graciously received by his Royal High-
ness, to whom he hid had the honour to present a
Memorial, and a series of the Annual Reports, setting
forth the nnture and services of this Infirmary.

That His Royal Highness had graciously conde-
scended to beeome the Patron of the Infirmary, and
was pleased to promise that he would give his particu-
lar attention to the subject of the Memorial,

The President further reported, that the Deputation
had been very favourably received by two of His
Majesty’s Ministers, on whom its Mombers had been
permitted to wait; oamely, the Right Honourable
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Viscount Melville, First Lord of the Admiralty, and
the Right Honourable Viscount Sidmouth, Secretary
for the Home Department.

That he had had the honour to present to l_hm}iub'l.e
Londs the subjoined Memorial, togetber with a copy
of the Memorial addressed to His Royal Highness the
Duke of York, and a series of the Reports of the

Infirmary.

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE DUKE OF YORK,

THE COMMANDER 1IN CHIEF.

The hwnble Memorial of a Depubation from the
General Committee of the Lomdon Infirmary for
curing Diseases of the Eye.

—

Your Memorialists offer to Your Royal Highness
their profound respect and gratitwde, for the contde-
seension with which Your Hoyal Highness hos re-
eeived the Special Report of the General Conmittee
of the London Infirmary.

In approaching Your Royal Highness, your Memo-
vialists are encouraged to set forth the benefits which
this Infirmary has rendered, not only to the comm-
nity, but to His Majesty’s service in particular, from
the usiversally acknowledged regard which Your
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Royal Higlness bears, for whatever preserves or yo-
stores to His Majesty, the serviees of the soldier,

Amidst the accidents and iliscases, various in their
Keinad, which disable the soldier from fulfilling the most
honourable of all duties, that of serving his country §
your Memorialists are persuaded; that there is none
which Your Royal Highness more feelingly deplores,
than the dreadful consequences of the ophthalmia.

It cannot fail to surprise your Royal Highness, that,
even o the end of the cighteenth century, no publie
provision had been made against so great a calamity,
by an establishment, which wonld at once serve as a
Huospital for the prevention aml eure of blindness, and
as a Medical Sehool, for instructing students in the
treatment of the Diseases of the Eye. The accom-
plishment of both these important ends has been emi-
nently promoted by establishing the London Infirmary;
and your Memorialists, in presenting a series of the
Annual Reports of this Charity, further entreat, that
Your Royal Highness will condescend to recoive the
following general statement of the benofits which it
has conferred :—

Ist. During mine years only, upwards of seventeen
thousand persons, suffering under diseases of the exye,
many of whom had been deprived of sight, have been
eared : viz—

Of cataracts and closed pupils, of tumours, diseases
of the lachrymal passages, and wounds of the eye:
—one thousand three hundred and twenty-four.

OF amnurosis in its several forms :—one hundred and
fifiy-gix.

OF ophtlialmia in s various acute formsi—ten
thonsand seven hundred and fourieen.

¥
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JOF nphithalmia, in its various chronie forms, including
diseases of the eyelids:—five thousand five hun-
dred and eight.

- @nd. - ‘Within the walls of this Charity, the swocess-

- fal treatment of cataract in children bom blind, ori-
grinated at the vory commeneement of the Tnstitution.

Ard.  Arthis Infirmary also, oviginated the suceessful
treatment: of the ophthalmia in its most dangerous
forms ; andl especially of the Egyptian or purulent
ophihalmia, both in its acute and chronic stages.

Ath,  Numeraus Oplithalmie Institutions have been
established in various parts of the United Kingdom, on
the wmiodel of this Infirmary -amd thus, to use the
words of its Founder, % the benevolence which has
given life and activity 1o this Institution; has henefited
society, nat anly in its own operation, but hy giving
dircet origin to establishments, producing their con-
tingent of good in other parts of the Kingdom.”

Bih.  The general practice of the Infirmary has been
s0 satisfactory, as to have caused a progressive increase
of patients, the extremes of which are: in the frsi
year, 1805, six hondred.  In the Tast year, 1814,* three
thousand three hundred and ninety-two.

fith. The doors of this Infirmary, founded and sup-
ported entively by private benevolence, have bean con-
stanily open to soldiers and sailors, whe have been
cured of the ophthalmia without any expense to Go-
wernment.

7th, This Infirmary, the first and only Medical
Schiool for the Diseases of the Eye, is attended by a
comsiderable number of pupils; and whilst some of

® The Mersorial of which this is & copy, way presented before the
prevest Angual Report was drawe ep
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these diffuse its benefits by settling in various parts of
H: ﬂj[:jm_r's dominions, athers: more immediately be-
nefit His Majesty’s service, by becomi i
the Aﬂnyﬂ:"d ?\'.:ry. 4 e

In reviewing so large o sum of gosd, conferred in so
shori o period, Your Royal Higlness will readily dis-
com, I:h the very modes of conferring it, the increasing
capucitics of the Infirmary to benefic the public in
general, and His Mujesty’s sorvice in . particular;
and your Memorinlists humbly solicit the  powerful
paironage of Your Royal Highness, 1o accomplish ob-
Jeets 5o truly national and philanthropic.

TO THE RIGHT HONODURARLE
VISCOUNT MELVILLE,
FIRST LORD OF THE AT RALTY;

AN

T0 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
VISCOUNT SIDMOUTH,

BECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOMI DEFARTMENT.

The Humble Memorial of a Depitation from the General
Committee of the London Infirmary for enring Dis-
wases of the Eye,

S
Your Memorialists have had the honour to present

to His Royal Highness the Duke of York, the Com-
mander-in-Chief, a general statement of the services
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which have been rendered to the community, and to
His Majesty's service in parficular, by this lufir-
Imary.

In inviting your Lordships’ atiention to this Memo-
wial, of which a copy is annexed, your Memorialists
lhave heen encournged by the solicitude which His
Majesty’s Government hns manifested for the preserva-
tion of soldiers and seamen from the dreadful effeets
of the ophthalmia, by appinting a Commitiee of the
mnost distinguished medical men to observe and report
on Sir William Adams’ treatment of certain patients
in the chronic or last stage of the Egyptian ophthalnsia,

The Special Report, which the Secretary of the
London Infirmary, under the direction of the General
Committes, hes had the honour to transmii io your
Lordships, contains the proof that Sic William Adams,
when o pupil of this Infirmary, was instructed by its
late Founder and Surgeon, in that suecessful treatment
of the ophthalmia which he has submitted (o the
attention of the Committes appointed by His Majesty’s
Governmant.

Great as are the benefits which this Infirmary has
already conferred in the modes set fortl, in o general
manner; in the annexed Memoriol, and more i detail
in the annual printed Reports herewith submitted to
your Lordships” obsorention, your Memorinlists beg to
state, that even those benefits are small in, comparison
of the eapacities of this Infirmary to serve the public.
Influenced by this conviction, the General Committee
lad already appealed to private benevelence, to e
large the establishment for the reception of in-patinis,
that want of domestic care,in those who are afflicted
with the ophthalmia in its most dangerous forms and
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stages, might not render unavailing that treatmont
which wonld have rescued them from loss of vision.

The Governors of this Infimiary have answered (he
appeal by opening a fund for this purpase, in sddition
ta that which their hounty bas provided for its annual
aupport.

Tmpressed with a due sense of the importance of their
objoct, and foeling that such an establishment wag
calealated to reflect honour on that national munifi-
cenet which could at once call/into being all its powers
of doing good, the General Committee intended hum-
bly to move Government towsrds so benevolent a
purpose 3 when His Majesty’s Ministers invited the
application by the appointment of a Committee of
Inquiry, to sscertain the morits of o practice which
issued from -this Infirmary s but which had been un-
fairly submitted to their notice by one of its numerons
students.

Your Memorinlists heg to state, that the house in the
present oceupation of the Infirmary, is held on w short
and expiring lease; and that the General Commintee
are anxiously engaged in an endeavour to provide
permanent and more adequate accommadation, by the
purchase or erection of a suitable frechold buililing.
The sum required for the purpose is considerable, amd
they carnestly entreat the favourable regard of His
Mujesty’s Ministers, and the benevolent assistanes of
Governmentd, io enable them to carey that measure
into effect.  In return, the Genernl Committee, tender
this enlarged establishment, as an Ophtlalmie Institu-
tion, which will'be capable of serving the purposes of
Government, as a Hospital for soldiers or seamen
affected with the ophthalmin, It will moreover, in
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to its extension, still further benefit His

|

j ice, by which it
Mujesty's service, by the greater advantages whi
wﬂ{e:ford, s n medical school for perfecting, in the
knowledge and treatment of the Diseases of the Eye,
Surgeons who are educating for the Army or Navy.

[B] page 14.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS

OF 115 MAJESTY 5 TREASURY.

The Memorial of a Depulation_from -‘llelﬁ"ewe?'uf Com-
mittee of the London Infirmary for curing Diseases of
the Eye,

HUMBLY SHOWETH;

Tuar your Memorialists had the honour of an inter-
view, in January, 1815, with [Tis Reyal Highness the
Duke of York, Lord Viscount Sidmouth, and Lord
Viscount Melville, for the purpose of laying Iral’n_m
them the various Reports of the Infirmary since its
establishment; of pointing out the \ftrinnumlv:nlug\fa
rendered to the Pablic, and to His Majesty's service in
particular, by the Iustitution; amd of soliciting the
pecuniary aid of Government towards the purcluse or
ereetion of n Building, fit and proper fur the recep-
tion of chjects afflicted with diseascs of the cye.
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In 1804, the' late John Cum.ingham Sannders,
who' had wnany years filled the important office of
Demonstrator of Anatomy to St. Thomas's Hospital,
proposed an Tnstitation to ihe public for the purpose
of relieving persons sufféring under Disouses of the
Eye, which was carried into effect on the 25ih March,
1805, by voluntary contributions, and was in full
operation ai the time of his death in 1810.  The phi-
lantbropic plan of Mr, Saunders bas been acted upon
by the General Committee, aided by the Medical
Directors of the Infirmary, and by the liberal contri-
butions of individuals, so that the Institution has
become of infinite importance to the Public, by pre-
velting or caring blivdoess amongst the lalbourin g poor,
bt more especially to the Army and Navy, by teaching
1o the pupils who are destined for those impartant
services, the scientific treatment of discases of the eve.

In soliciting the assistance of Governmint, the Ge-
neral Committee have in view the relief of numbers of
His Mojesty’s subjects wha daily apply, but who
cnnnot be accommodated by reason of the. want of a
proper situation or Hospital sufficiently large to admit
a greater number of pationts; and they beg loave to
state, for: your Lordships' information, that the Tnsti-
tution Bas admited® 27946 patients since its opening
in 1805, Of which number,

LT chicfly out-patients, aflicted with every varieiy
and degree of ophthalmic disease, bave boen
cured.

71 Persans actually born blind, lave received their
sight by an operation ndapted to the conge-
nital cataract by Mr. Saunder

* See Medical Hegors of Jan, 101, 1816,
¥
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910 Cases of cataract, which have oecurred after

birth, bave also been cured.

Your Memorialists lament to state to your Lordships,
that us the exertions of the Committee inerease, appli-
cations become more numerous, The persons admitted
fx new patients, from 1st January, 1815, to 1st January,
1816, being 3445, as stated in the Reports, your Me-
morialisis have the honour to inclose.

‘The great objects of the Committee are-—-1st, to pro-
vide proper accommodation for in-patients, that a still
greater proportion of the industvious poor, and thair
helpless offspring, may be vescued from the miseries
of blindness.

2dly. To diffuse amongst the profession & knowledyze
of the nature and treatment of the Diseases of the Eye,
through the medinm of this Institution, which is the
ouly sehool for the instruetion of pupils in ophibalmic
complaints.  And hence your Memorialists trust they
will be enabled to prove to the satisfaction of your

* Latdships, that, independently of the primary abject for
which this Institution was established, the relief which
it will afford to the Army and Navy, by educating
Military and Naval Surgeons in the proper treatment
of the Disenses of the Eye, and especially in the
methods of curing the acute and chronic stages of the
Egyptian Ophthalmia, will justify your Memorialists in
elniming the consideration of your Lordships to recom-
mend io Parliament a grant, in aid of the Building
Fund of this Institution.

Your Memorialists therefore most humbly pray that
your Lordships will be pleased to take the casc stated
into your consideration, aud that you will be pleased
1o recommend to Parliament such sum of money as
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your Lordships may deem proper, in aid of the fund
Ilirmdy.uubac‘rjhud by the Public, for the purpose of
pu.n:lnrmg or erccting a commodious building for the
reception of persons afflicied with Discases of the Eye.
And your Memorinlists, as in duty

bound, will ever pray, e,

Bigneay CHARLES PRICE.
BENJAMIN SHAW.
JOHN BAINBRIDGE.
JOHN RICHARD FARRE,
BENJAMIN TRAVERS,
WILLIAM LAWRENCE.

RICHARD BATTLEY.
London, Bek Awgust, 1816

e

[C] page 25.

24, Ely Place, 26 Feb. 1810,
Deanr Fanre,

! As the brother of the late J. C. Saunders, I par-
ticularly request you to take charge of the manuscript
EIINI papers which relate 1o a work on the eye, left by
him unfinished. The time and mode of publication I
leave entirely to your own diseretion. For various
reasons, [ am. eonvinced that you are the man whe
ought to be selected from the numerous list of his ho-
nourable friends, as the most capable, in this instance,
to.do justice to his memory.

1 am, dear Farre,
Yours, sincercly,

0, 8. SauNpERS.
¥2
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Dear Sin, ;
1 parfectly coincide in opinion with my }.rwflllel;
and as the widow of my lamented husband, solicit you
to comply with his request.
( Believe me, dear sir,
Y Your obliged friend,
J. L. Savsnmns,

24, Ely Place, 2th Feb. 1810,
Dean FAnre,

1 send you my brother's manuseript and papers,
accompanied by two notes, one from myself, and the
other from Mrs, Saunders, and expressed in terms,
which 1 trust will prove perfectly satisfactory to your
honourable feelings, With best wishes for your do-
mestic happiness, and for your success in professional
exertions,

1 am, dear Farre,
Yours, sincerely,
O 8. SAUNDERS.

[D] page 80.

Copy of a Letter from Mrs. Suuwnders, addressed to
i Dy, Farre, (post mark ) 24ch Dec. 1511,

I7 ivwere possible T could find words adequate to
my feelings, I should in the most forcible language
offer you my acknowledgments for your marked kiud-
ness in so immediately forwarding o copy of the work
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youwhave done me the hovour to finish, as o mark of
particular esteem to the memory of my late ¢ver-to-he-
lamented husband—also for your kind prompt atten-
tion in sending the copies to Barnstaple, in my name,
To Mr. Olive, Mr. Battley, Mr. Crawley, Mr. Sedgwick,
and Committes in general, I am also most deeply in-
debted; in short, I ean neither ‘write nor speak, but
do indeed feel what 1 owe o them ; and if T knew in
whit manner to address those gentlemen, who have so
liberally subseribed their time and purse to my benefit,
it would be a source of comfort to me to write them all
my thanks. On this point your advice will be most
acecpiable, or your presenting my grateful respeets
to all partics, will be cousidered an additional kind-
ness, sinee I am uneasy, lest by my silence | may
seem less grateful than really I am. I am aware
that you must bave experiecnced many inconveni-
encies, in relinguishing greatly your awn pursuits,
for the express purpose of finishing a mARuSCTipt
left in the state I know it was. 1 am also sware,
that your zeal to serve the widow of your friend,
caused you cheerfully to endure the fatigue of writing,
when from the many avecations of your own, you
would gladly have laid aside the pen, had it been
otherwise employed. Yes, indeed, my dear sir, all
your goodness is deeply impressed on my mind, and
I wanld to my heart 1 had a better return 1o offer you
than the simple, but most grateful thanks of

4. L. Savsoens.

The elegance of the printing of the plates, also the
striking likeness of the portrait, I cannot pass unno-
ticed—they claim the highest praise.
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Names of Vice-Presidents and Governars, who' sub-
seribed for copies of Mr. Saundmi_'-_pnul.humun work,
o the pulilication of the first edition.

4. Ansley, Ald,

-
W Babingron, LI 1
iz, Baknhy 1

E i i "f?f'“

T. 2. Armiger ...
E. . Beaumont
. Herkent. .

G Birkheck,

‘
ic

rEpHzpl mLEglpizamgE
e P2
7 $h

o

5

o T e it i )

K. P. Crisen |&a; SE i o

Copies were also delivered, under the Direction of the

Commitiee, to the following Gentlemen, who are not

.
I

Copin

i Humq::’..
2 B I | —Hopmood ..
:‘. Bell rwu o 2 | 'H. Hensed
= b so B —darvis .
B . 1| T. Leighsn
iy

]
)
1
1
w1
1
1
4
E
1

= Wilds
J Yellaly, M. D

"Total, 174 copies.
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[E] page 35.

Sir William Adams states (Note, page 98), that
it can be no matter of surprise, that there should have
been & majority ot this Meeting in favour of the six
Committee gentlemen. One of them, to my certain
knowledge, went about canvassing the Governors of
the Infirmary, to attend the Meeting (which had been
convened to consider Mrs. Saunders® appeal), urging
the same arguments which the head of the Committee
was afterwards driven ta the necessity of abandoning.
One of my patients, upon whose veracity 1 can rely,
informed me, that he was so canvassed by a zealous,
and at all times, ready instrament to the wishes of the
Medical Officers of the London Eye Infirmary. This
same gentleman was prevailed upon to write a note to
Mrs. Colkett (Mrs, Saunders), two years since, imme-
diately after the attacks made wpow me from the
London Eye Infirmary, and when their authors ex-
pected from my fetter to Dr, Farre (in which 1 threat-
ened to expose his conduct io Mrs, Saunders), that I
should make a reply o them. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Calkett informed me, that it was insinusted in this
mote; if she withheld from me any papers for which I
applied, the Infirmary might do something for her.”

The allegations set forth in this note are unresery-
edly and wholly denied by the gentleman who is un-
derstood to be alluded to. Proceedings of the descrip-
tion mentioned by Sir William Adams, are not in any
instance discovered by the Commiitee, nor can it be
within the conception of their minds, that the Infirmary
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has ever been disgraced by the conduct of any of it’s
Officers.

The Commitiee are enabled to deny that Dr. Farre
sbandoned any argument which he advanced at (he
General Meeting in question—they have perused the
letter alluded to, the subject matter of which is fully
explained and vefuted in this Report.

[F] page 37.

Extract from a Letter from the Rev. 0. 8. Swmders to
Dy, Farre.

Barnstaple, 1Tth et 1B12.
“PDuan Farne,

“ Yourlust letter clearly shows how severely you feel
the conduet of my hrothers widow.  Mr. Olive, in his
letter to e on the sadie subject, speaks in high terms
hoth of you and Mr. Battley, for your friendly efforts
to prevent that imprudent marriage. 1 am somy ihese
were not crowned with sueeess.  Mr. Olive, from mo-
tivis of delicacy, didd not include himself, but 1 am
indebted to a friend for the intelligence, that lwe alse
was one of her unsnccessful friends.  His subsequent
contluct, in availing himsell of fuvounrable cirenm-
stance to secure to her a suitable provision; meets with
my lighest approbation.  Mrs. €. has informed me of
Tier murringe, but I have not condescondid to answer
her letter.”
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[G] page 39.

Copy of Twquiry made by Letter addressed by Dr.
Farre to Messrs, Longman awd Co, who published
My, Saundérs’ portimns teork,’

Mr. Saumders' posthumous werk consists of § plates,
and 216 pages of letter-press, besides 43 pages of in-
troductory matter.  OF this work Mr, Saunders had
preparved for publication three figures, constituting a
part only of oue plate, and 48 pages of leiter-press,—

Ist.  What, then, gentlemen, would you have given
for that part of the work which the author. had
prepared

2dly.  OF that work, as completed by the editor, 750
copies were published, and all the expenses wore
defrayed by yonr house,

At the end of sightecn months, G31 out of the 750
copies wire sold, and a profit of £134 was paid
to Mrs. Calkete, besides £50 for the copyright.

Is the above sale in respect (o the number sold,
to the actual produce of £184, a favourable or
unfavourable one ¥

Was it possible to have made this work more
productive §

iy, The work was published both in a cheap and
an expensive form—with plain and with coloured
plates,

o meo the favour to state which of the two was
preferred by the profession, and which afforded
the greatest profit to Mrs Colket ?
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Copy of Messrs. Longman and Cov's Reply to the above,
addressed to Dr. Farre.

Eondew, 17th February, 1614
Dean Sik,
In compliance with your request, we hl’:lall'illl
transmit the following answers to your queries re-
specting the publication of Mr. Saunders on the Eye.

Mr. Saunders’ posthumous work, &e. &

Tst.  We would not have purchased,and it is donbiful

if we wonld have taken theexpenses on ourselves.
OF the work as it was completed, e,

2dly. The above is doubtless a handsome return,

*and without the exertions of the Commiites, we
consider it improbable that any profits would have
arisen from the speculation.

The work was published, &e. &e.

Adly. The sales prove that the coloured was pre-
ferred by the profession.  The coloured was also
more profitable than the plain, as there was a
handsome profit on the expense of colouring.

- ——

Mrs. Saunders baving received £134, 5s. 2d, profie
from the work, without consulting the editor, impro-
vidently sold ber right and interest in 119 remsining
enpies on which all the expenses had been paid, except
on the plates for 50 copies; together with her right and
interest in all future editions of the work, for the sum
of fifty pounds.  Messrs, Longman and Co. who were
he purchasers, lave since acted inthe moest handsome
and liberal manner, and had Mrs, Saunders survived,
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wn effort would have been made to direct the liberality
of that respectable house to her advantage,

[H] page 51.

Sir Willisen Adams states (Note, page 62), that Dr.
Gooch,* netunted by the most honourable feelings, on
hearing part of the contents of the Medical Report read
at the Meeting of this Committee, withdrew in disgust,
but, to his surprise, afterwards; found his name affixed
to a public document, the nature of which be uiterly
disapproved,” &c.

The Committes are nnthorized to state, that D, Gooch
did nof retire from the Committee-room in disgust, as
represented by Sir William Adams, and that he has
not swid, that he disapproved of the Report; although
not pleased, for reasons of which he is himself to judge,
on finding that his name was published in doanexion
therewith : that feeling, on the part of Dr. Géoch, does
not, however, in ANy THARTHET, ||rinnrr into qlu‘-ti»q thae
conduct of the Committes who ordered the publication
of the Speeinl Report, the whole of whose proceedings
were perfeetly regular,

Dr.Gooch has not taken any part in the proceedings
of the present Committes,

[1] page 55.

Sir Willinm Adams, in his pamphlet, page 5, states,
that he attended the London Infirmary from May, 1807,
to August, 1508,
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. ‘Pis own letters show, that he had fetdrned into the
country, from Landon, inJune, 1807, and in his Address
to the Four Western Counties, dated at Exeter, July
1808, containing proposals for the Institution of the
Tnfirmury for curing Disenses-of the Eye, since estab-
lishied ‘at Exeter, Mr. Adams states, that he had then
piactised on sueh diseases feu montlhs in that city.

In the same Address he states, that he had attended
the London Infirniary. as assistaut to Mr. Saunders, two
yoars, and that during his attendance, foarteen children,
born blind, were cared of eataract by & novel aperation,
for the invention of which, the world was indebted 1o
Mr. Saunders.

By the Register of the Infirmary it appears, that three
children born blind, andy, had been cured at the Infir-
mary, at the end of May, 1807, and that on the 25th
March, 1808, eleven more; similar cures, had been per-
formed. Consequently, il Mr. Adams kad attended at
the London Infirmary, from May, 1807, to August, 1508,
as stated in his pnmphll:l, he would have wilnessed
mostof the fourteen cases; but as that eamnot be frue ;
a8 the middle of June, 1807, is the utmost fimit of Mr.
Adams’ attendanece at the lufirmary; he has, in his Ad-
dress snd in’ his pamphlet, published untrue and
contradictory statements, which it is gnite certain
be must bave known and did really koow, to be
untroe, 908 Appears, further, by the fol lowing ex-
tract from a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Saunders,
dated at Exeter, 28th July, 1808:—* Zeal, when not
managed with prudence, often does irremediable harm;
it was solely witha wish to demy preceptor that eredit
1 considered him entitled to, [ was induced to state the
cure of the fourteen children, which — y who dic=
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tated the greater part of my Address, wonld not admit
under any other form, becanse be said the public wonld
argue, * why shoald 1 so much build on the succass of
another man;" but when I atate (which by the by is
not strietly correct), that 1 witnessed those cures, 1
must consequently benefit by your suceess and practice.
He also substituted my being © an assistant,’ instead
of * having attended,” which trifling. digression 1 trust
you will not be displeased ar.”

In designating himself assistant to Mr, Saanders, he
acted in face of the refusal of his permission to allow
him s 1o designate himself.

These circumstances, and the omission of Mr, Adams
to acknowledge, in the Address fo the Four Western
Counties, which was bis first public Address, Mr. Saun-
ders’ friendship and disinterestedness towards him,
displeased and disgusted Mr. Saunders, and were the
early canses of his alicnation from Mr. Adams,

Mr. Adams, in a letter to Mr. Snunders, dated 25(h
Aprily no date of year, but which your Commitiee ns-
sign o the year 1808, observes upon the neglect and
inattention of Mr. Saanders, and, on the 25th of May,
1809, he expresses himself as follows:—* Your ap-
parent neglect and inatiention cuf me to the soul. 1
at first most acutely felt the fancied disrespect, which
being unmerited, oltimately excited the  sensations
which gave rise to the letter you last received. Do
not, therefore, without baving a sufficient reason, again
trifle with my morbid sensibility, becanse, ag the frogs
siidl to the boys, ¢ what is play te you, is death to me;’
~but o business”

Me.Saunders replied to the letter of the 250h May,and
your Commitice cannot learn that ke ever again wrote




B6

o Mr. Adsms : the passage last quoted is the introdues
tory part of Mr. Adams' letter; the remainder was pub-
lished in the “Special Report,” and ne doubt furnishes
one of the instances of * garbled extrcts,” of which
Sir William Adsms complains (pamphlet, page 50).
The pasenge was omitted in the * Special Report,”
from consideration to Sir William Adams.

Copy of a0 Letter adiressed by Dr. Farre to the Chair-
man of the Special Commiitee.

Londeon, Mareh 3, 1813,

Sim,

Tue Report which the Medical Directors of the
London Infirmary for curing Diseases of the Eye laid
before the General Commiitee of 1814, in obedience 1o
the wishes of the Sub-Committee of the same year,
was drawn up from evidence submitted to their ex-
amination respecting centain claims of Sir William
Adams to new modes of treatment, by operation, for
the cure of the Egyptian ophthalmin, The title-page
of the Official Papers, published by order of the
Direetors of Greenwich Hospital, distinetly set fosth,
that his method of cure was by operation.  This mode
of curing was attested by the three Medical Officers of
the Hospital, who declared it to be an important dis-
ereery, and considered that its promulgation would be
a groat afione! desideratum.  Yowr Medical Officers
proved, from his written and printed declarations, that
he had obtained his knowledge of the seat, the nature,
and the treatment of that stageof the Egyptian ophihal-
min, which required ax eperation, from Mr. Saunders
The obligations of Sir William Adams 1o Mr. Saunders
were of no ordinary kind—in bis first letter to Mr. Saun-
ders, after he settled at Exeter, dated Jufy 5, 1507, he
thus expressed himself, Do not, my dear sir, allow
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yoursell to think L wish to disgust your. feelings with
Tanguage of thit sort-—(of adulation), no, mest respecied
sir, it avises from the warmth of grotitude and friewd-
ship 1 feel towards you; for, except my futher, you
are the best friend 1 ever lad, and when 1 cease to
i:t;gnmefu], m.a_y 1 coase to exist” M1 could have
given bim credit for having desired, from an honour-
uble motive, to be possessed of the post papers
of Mr. Saunders, his conduet, as disclosed in ihe
= Official Papers,” would have led me to .I'nl.'ru..an
unfavourable estimate of the manner in which he
would have used them. His preceptor was now wo
more ; and he had been; dmhwd. |.l1 his nearest vela-
Atives the eare af hi.ii_]ﬂl[pe"l_bf.\ﬂl!lrtlg._llb hul..mn n!l'eml
to purchase = surely, then, this opportunity at Green-
wich was the most favourable ope that could have
been presented to him | of doing, justice. to :IB
memory of Mr. Saunders, and  of acknowledging
his obligations ‘1o him,, particularly for instvaction
on ihis method of coring by au eperation the gra-
ualations which occur in the chronic stage of the
Egyptian uphllmlmia. A studied ailuml-.]!qi'ewr._;u
obsorved on this sobject, throughout the Official
Tapers, in which, thie name of Mr. Saunders is only
onee mentioned—net in respect to his method of treat-
ing the chrouie stage of the Egyptian oplthalmia, to
which there is not the most distant allusion ;. but in
the rejection of his excellent operation for the cataract,
which his grateful pupil has treated with & contempt,
that the courtesy of a gentleman shonld por bave
permitted him to ose even to an engmy.
To the Special Report of the General Commitiee,
which exposed this proceeding, Sic William: Adums
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hias, after three years' eonsideration, vouchsafed a
reply, in the form of a Letter 1o the Directors of Green-
wich Hospital. Tt consisis of feeble and evasive
attempts at self-justification, and of recrimivations
which outrage iruth and decorum. Fis selljustifica-
tion proceeds, first, on the supposition that he had
done every possible justice to Mr, Saunders, beeayse
hie had previously, and has since admitted, thar Ae had
Sirst tearied of Kim the treatment of the gramilaiions af
the ejpelicls ; bt these prior and subsequent ncknow-
ledgments, justead of Justifying the conduct of Sir
William Adaws, serve only 1o aggravate his offence ;
and he stands condemned by his own admissions, for
Hiis silento before the Directors of Greenwich Hospital,
respecting the merits of Mr. Saunders.

But, seconidly, he rests his Justification chiefly on
liis assertion, that the Medienl Officers of Greenwich
Hospital, in what they had stafed, alluded to his pric-
tice 6f removing opacities of the cornen. I, then, the
promulgation of this imporfant discovery—ihis great
uational desideratum, reduced o nothing but the cure
of opacities of the cornea? Was ihis the wonderful
discovery which ‘moved tlhie Ministers of ihe British
Erupire, to 'convene distinguished  Mewbers of the
Colleges o6f Physicians and Surgeons ; which the
Right Honourable' the Secretary at War deemed of
sufficient finportance to be Announced to the army, in
a eirenlar dated Aogust 27, 1817; which hus sct at
natight the Medical Staff, making Hittle in the eyes of
the world, surgeons both of the army amd navy ; and
which, finally, whilst it has hurt the feelings of British
surgeons; has afforded food for derision to the foreign
members of the profession? Did Sir Willians Adams

a
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imsel think so, when, in 1810, he acquainted * the
‘Commundersin-Chief with his suceess in the lreflru:m
of the third ot grasular stage of the ophthalmia ¥"—
when he *ealled the attention of the Adjutant-General
to a partienlar form of the ophthalmia, which h_e could
perfectly cure by pursuing a mode of operation first
suggested by his late friend and preceptor Mr. Saun-
ders T"—when he explained that particular form of
the discase to be * the third or grannfar state,” and
asserted it to be ¥ the chief cause of the extensive pro-
pagation of the ophthalmin;™ and that it was :Mw
Jform of ihe disease which ke undertook to cure, and
by which # the farther propagation of the Egyptian
aplithalmia could alens be arested 'F:' In the same
proportion that these assertions, magnified os they are.
accord with the notion of a setfonal desideratvm, the
subterfuge of explaining this lofty expression of Illm
Medienl Officers of Greenwich Hospital, as referring
only to the eure of apacities of the cornea, is exposed.
At one fime, the granulations form his perpetil
theme—these are the Egyptinn ophthalmin—these the
couse of blindness. At anather, the opacities of
the cornen are all in all, Now these ﬂmulilulo.llle
Egyptian ophthalmia—thess are the cause of blind-
ness,

The truth is, that bath these conditions of the con=
junetiva o eonnecting membrane of the eyelids andd
eyeball, which are expressed by the words, granu-
lations and opacities, result from the same stage of
inflammation, and are, with a very fow exceptions,
combined in the chronic form of the Egyptian oph-
thalmin ; thus, in deseribing the cases of the prnaiun_em
who submitted to the rial of his operation, Sir William

a1

Adams reports the eonjunctiva to have been granu-
lated, and the corea completoly opaque, with very
large vessels running over it. But the following
citation (sce his letier, at poge 50, will show g0 which
of the two conditions of the conjunctiva, in the way of
treatment, he himsell attached the notion of a vativnal
desideratum—* To the circumstance of the general
existence of the gramulations of the lids having
heen unknown, many thovsands of the general popu-
lation of the eountry, may doubtless ascribe incurable
blindness arising from this disease; and the mischiof
so far from decrensing, is daily incrensing.  The seeds
of the pestilence haye been too widely disseminated to
expect its natoral eradication, and nothing but legis-
lative interference can effectually put o siop to what
threatens 1o become a wational calamity.” All this
is indeed exceedingly exaggerated ; but it neverthe-
less proves, that if he deemed the existence of gramu-
Lations of the eyelids o be a national calomity, he
must apply to the method of curing them the expres-
sion of asational desideratum,

Let us howevar suppose for a moment, that the Modi-
cal Officens of Greenwich Hospital allude 1o the practice
of removing opacities of the cornea when they declare
that the promulgation by Sir William Adams of this im-
portant discavery, is 1o be considered as a great sational
desideratum, and then [ do not hesitate to assert, that
thereisnot the slightest proof published, thatSir William
Adams has discovered any method of curing opacities
of the cornea. But that he had the opportunity of
seing these cases cured at the Infirmary is certaing
for Mr. Saunders, in his first Medical Report, pub-
lished iu 1806, returned cases of opacitics of the

c2
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cornea amongst the cured, under the two distinet
hends of “ partial™ and  total opacities of the cor-
nea;” and under the latter head, the cases of blind-
ness, gcemsioned by apacities of the eornea in the
chronie stage of the Egyptian ophibalmia, were
clagsed, and continucd to be so clussed during the
succeading Reports. of 1807-8-9 and 10, until Mr,
Travers, in 1811, in making up the first Medieal Report
after his election, being dissatisfied with this classi-
fication, expunged, with my consont, the head of % tolal
opacities of the cornea,” substituting for it the title of
& chronic inflammation with vascular comea”—under
which head, the retarns of the cured of the chronic
stage of the Egyptian opbthalmia, have ever since brew
made in the Annual Reports of the Infirmary.
Descending somewhat inte particalars, 1 intend fo
address a letter to the General Committes, in which I
shall contrast the evidence on which the claims of Sir
Willinm Adams to an improvement on the practice of
Mr. Saunders rest, with the testimony of surgeons
who have bronght the operations in question to o com-
parative trial. Bat | shall veserve for the thind edition
of his posthumous work, now ealled for by the pro-
fession, the consideration of certain ol_ll.er points, in
which I have also to confrast ihe merit of Mr. Saun-
ders with the pretensions of Sir William Adams, espe-
cially in the use of emetics a8 one of the means of
cuting the acute stage of the Egyptian ophthalnia.
: 1 have the honour to be,
=ir,
Your faithful and ohedient servant,
Joinx Ricuann Famre.
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Copy of a Letter addressed by Dr. Farre to Sir Charlés
Price, Rort. President; or to ihe Chairman of the

General Conmiltee.

London, March 10, 1818,
Sir,

Permit me to refer you for 2 more general view of the
question, respecting certain claims of Sir William Adams
to mew modes of freatment by aperation, for the cure of
the Egyption ophthalimia, to the Report which your
Medieal Officers laid before the General Committee of
1814, and to a letter which I Lnd the honour to address
to your Special Committes on the 34 inst.; and allow me
on this oceasion, to sxamine how far his claims io an
improveaent on the operation of Mr. Savnders, are sup-
ported by truth, by reason and experience,

Mr. Saunders taught bis pupil, Mr. now Sir Willinm
Adams, the seat, the nature, and the freatment of the

third stage of the Egvptian ophthalmin,  [ts seat is
the mucous membrane, ealled the tunica conjunctiva,
which lines the eyelids, and connects them to the eye-
ball—its nature is a chronie inflammation of that mem-
brang, protracted by the growth of granulations from its
surface ; and its cure congists parily in the excision of
those granulations, and the prevention of their subse-
guent growth by astringent and escharotic applications,
Mr. Saunders cured a great number of patients by the
method which he pursued, and had not failed in any
imstance where his practice had been fairly tried. He
intended to have made the management of this state of
the eye, a very important part of the work which he
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Ihad announced for publication. He had actually writ-
ten his Essay on the Acute Form of the Disease in
Infanis ; but referred the consideration of the granufar
state of the conjunctiva o a succeeding part of his
treatise, which he did not live to compose. (See the
first edition of his posthumous work, page 20.) In
the fourth chapter of that work, the editor described
some of the more imporiant terminations of ophthalmi
and annexed, at page: 94, the following note,—* In this
essay (viz. On the Acute Form of the Ophilialniiain 1|m.
Adult), the granular state of the conjunctiva, a chiange
of structure, which is occasionally produced by this
acute inflammation, and which profracts the disease in
its chronic form, would have been further considered.
He noticed it at the conclusion of the first chapter, and
the treatnent which he intondied to recommend in the
inveterate form of the diseate, nfter having long prae-
tised it with sucecss, was éxcision of the granular por-
tions of the conjunctiva, For this operation he preferred
the scissors to the knife, and he prevested the sitbse-
quent morkid grawth of the conjunciiva by frequently
injecting on it @ solution of alis, or of the witrate of
sifeer””
1F Mr. Saunders had lived, it is probable this eom-

munication would have heen made (o the profession in
1810, His postlumons work, howevir, was published
in December, 1811, and transmitted to the Army Medi-
cal Board, by a vote of the General Commitiee, in
Jaruary, 1812, This wad the only correct mode of
procesding. 1F Sir William Adams bad aequired his
information on thix subject by his own olwervation,
instead of by instruetion from Mr. Saunders, an appeal
to the usage of the profession, in respect to the mode

of communicating the practice, would decide the point
againgt him; but what shall we say, when he deviates
from the high and open way, which the honourable
members of the profession have uniformly followed, to
communicaie a mede of treatment, the same in prin-
ciple as that which Mr. Saunders had tanght him
which had already been published to the profes-
sion in general, and officially transmitted to the Army
Medical Board. Upwards of seven years after the
death of Mr. Saunders, and mearly six years after his
method of treating the granulations produced on the
conjunctiva by the Egyption ophthalmia had been pub-
lished, Sir William Adams publicly announces, for the
first time, at page 23 of his Letter to the Directors of
Greenwich Hospital, his method of treating this stage
of the discase in the following worls :—* Whether the
eonjunctiva is diseased in a greater or less degree, with
a knife peculiarly constructed for that purpose, J con
always slice the whole of it off, and lay the tarsus bare.
The re-growth may always be prevented by a strong
solution of alum, or the application of the sulphate of
copper.”  His operation, then, consists in slicing off
the whole of the conjunctiva, so os to oy bare the
tarsus—or, to repeat his words to Mr, Saunders, “ he
shaves off the granulations dewn home to the forsue”
He shaves off not only the granulations, but the con-
junetiva also,  His preceptor, Mr. Saunders, was a
surgeon whose science was founded on anatomy, and
he taught his pupil the correct lesson of excising the
morbid and adventitions growth—the granulations;
but of leaving uninjured the original texture—the con-
Junctiva, for the purpose of restoring it to its natural
fanction. But Sir William Adams performs this opes
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ration with; aknifs peeulinrly  constincted , for. that
purpase, and, of, his gwn, invention fop—there lics the

merit! My, Saunders only tanght him the application

of the principle of gxeision to this particular,casas but

was =0 unestentations as to, cagry, it inte eifeet with

ay, pstERMent 0 CONION . Ut qlmqlmd. I preserye
the coujusetivas ., - wbind B e ety vk

Itappears that the medic !. I wh d
the Comunittee appointed by Gnarmrnm“msmmp&

the merits,of Sir William Adams’ MMan_tofthelm i

stage of a violent, and purulent, form of ophthalmia,

commenly called the. Egyptinn: ophthalmia,”, are, not,

agreard on the question, of improvement on the apes
ration of Mr. Saunders, in substibating te knife for the
scissars, , Sic Henry Halford says-—* 1 give Sie William
Adams credit, but not, the, merit, of originality, for, i
the last siage, his practice is an improvement only in
the operation snyggested, and performed. with success,
by the late Mr. Saunders”?  Now alihough the. im-
provement. is here actually asserted, we are to consider
the words as expressing, not the fact, but his apinion,
which was evidently formed from the fiw cases on
which. gnfy. Sir, William | Adsms’ operation bad, bren
tried ; Alie, hencfits, resulting from whicl, even-in Sie
Henry. Halford's estimation, hiad net suiiced to restore
the men as soldiers. . v, Baillie does not go. the same
lengih, but says that his mode of operating, by o knife
of: his own invention, promises to be much mors effi-

cients amld Mr. Astley Cooper, instend of nsserting.

that it is an improvement, simply. says, that the knife
appears 10 be the preferable instrument. But in a case
in which merit i actually, detracied from another, we
eannot be sniisfied with the promise or appearance. of

o

improviments ‘bt tequire: the morve positive” dielas
ration of thefact; fint it is an improvement, Whit'
hiksiy ' liiell we say, when' the ‘other’ three meinbers of '
the Committes dif not even’ notice the improvement
Sir Everord Home oligerves—+ The only part of Sir
Willisam Adams’ jesictice apon the patints submitted
to the inspection of the Committee, which appears to
medeserving of  commendation; i the free removal
of 1 gramfated seefitee forned on the foner mem-
brane of the eyelids:” and e conel ndis with dm:]sﬁril:ng1
that thi men thus treated, Svere ot it for any kind of
military - dufysBuki Me Cline still more expressly
wwys, ot sitcesssful treatment of these eases appears
to hove priveipally dspended on e vemoidd of the
grasular | ions of- the 'conjunictiva by eroision—
u practics which originated from the late M) Soumidere,
Surgeon to: the Loxpos: Isviesany von cunme Dis
Easks oF THE Eved Finally, Mo Abermmethy, far from
iving Sir Willim Adans either the mirit of originality
or improvement, is simply of opinion, that his practice
is meritorions, and deserving of @ fair and prodent
trinl.  That trinl has been given to it by Mr. Travers,
your late: Surgeon, and Mr. Lawrence, your prescnt
senior Surgeon, who say that they find wothing in this
alleged improvement; bat o slight variotion i the
mode of earcying inte effdct the prineiple of treatment
pointed out by Mr. Saunders. That' trial has been
given to ity in the army, by D Veich, who entitles it a
severe wnd ingffectual speration.  Although the Com-
mittes: did not determine whether the method pursued.
by Mr. Saunders, or that which Sir William Adams
says he invented, is best adapted to the army, which
appeared. to Sir Willimn to be the question for their




8
congideration ; yet Dr. Vetch has followed out the
evilence of the eases recently published hy Sic Wil-
lism Adams, to show not only how ihexpodieat the
operation has proved to be; but evea hoio completely
Tre has_failed in his application of it. Thus, Dr. Vetchs
whoem Sir Willinm Adamss, in his Letter to the Directors
of Greenwich Hospital, most highly commends as an
eminent and candid physicinn, and wkose practice, con-
tafned in his excellent Treatise on the Egyptian Oph-
thalatin, ke asseris, has, in a great degree, herctofore
vegulated that of the army, goes much farther than
your Medical Officers in condemning the practice of
Sir William Adams; and instead of admitting his ope-
ration by the knife to be an improvement, adds, 1 beg
1o say, that bath these instruments have boen repeatedly
employed; and 1 do not scruple to assert, that wheve
the operation i required, e scizsors are the belter
jnstroment of the two; that the surface which follows
excision by them is less freitable, and less disposed to
a reproduction of fungus: that there is nlso less risk
of wounding the semilunar cartilage of the palpebra,
an aceident very likely to ocour in the mode of opes
rating performed by Sir Willimn Adams, and which 1
apprebend to have happened in some eases where the
operation hos led o a termination fafal to the organ.”
See Dr. Veteli's Observations relative to the Treatment
by Sir William Adams of the Ophthalmic Cases of the
Army. 3

Although Mr. Saunders and Dr. Vetch were engaged
at the same time in investigating the changes induced
on the conjunctiva by the Egyptinn ophthalmia; yet
their inquiries were conducted in difforent modes, and
independently of each other, as T propose to prove at-a
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future opportunity, when I shall show the attention
which Mr, Saunders paid to the early formation of the
granulations, and the very different proctical results to
which his observations led.  In the mean time, as 1
bave so much extended my mguiry respecting thé
operation for their cure; T shall briefly reply to the as:
eertion of Sir Williun Adums, respecting his having
first suggested to Mr. Saunders the use of the solution
of alum, in prefevence to the nitrate of silver, to prevent
thereproduction of the granulations—that the word alum
i not mentioned in any of his letters to Mr. Saunders,
and that the latter constantly used this remedy throngh
every stage ‘of the disesse, before Mr. Adams was ad-
mitted at the Tnfirmary, whilst he attended the prac-
fice of it, and after that period.  The records of the In-
firmary attest the saume fact.  Has Sic William Adams
then proposed any thing that is really effectual for the
eure of the granulations, except the mode of treatment
by excision and astringents, which had heen previously
published in the posthumouns work of Mr. Saunders,
and officially transmitted from the General Committes
of the Infirmary to the Army Medieal Board?—
Although Sir William Adams notices this present from
the Infirmary to the Medieal Department of the Army,
merely for the parpose of asserting that some fine
afterwards ke was treated with ridicule and even insult
by the late Director-General, for venturing to assert
the practicability of enring the granulations of the oye-
lids, yet he must exeuse me for being incredulous
respecting the necessity of proving the fact by his own
praetice, ns he maintains, instead of simply conmuni-
cating 'to surgeons of the army and navy, through the
imedditem of the press, what ke deemed to be an improve-
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ment on the niethod of eure, in which he hai been
instracted by Mr. Saunders, and which' had been
alresdy made public.  Such prejudics and wegleet of
duty cannot fairly’ be impoted to this disting iished
elass of surgeos, dven on points al'praclltﬂhemmtd!ﬂl-
eult and dangerons; bt it is as imsulting to this body,
i it i/t this common sense of the publie, to nssert, that
thianecessity bf proving his pmelloeaﬂlua'iiyulmﬁ ina
grivind point of this Kind, inwhich your Medical Officers
have stated  (and: Sit William: Adsms coineides in' the
statement) thit the ireatmeont of the elirovic stage of the
Egryptian ophithalmin i simplein it principle, and etsy
im its execntion; sothat any surgeon, wha bas veceived
an erdinary education in the treatment of discases of the
eye; may be considercd as’ competent o' waderatnd
Al mimage the enmplmm. when 'its natare has been
explained.

In a’mdnﬂng.l may be allmd tosay of my late
and present distinguished colleagues, Mr. Travers aml
Mr. Lawrence, thit they are genthemen too highly edu-
cated; and placed in'too commanding a simation in the
profession ta bée open: even to the saspicion of being
influenced Thy the motives which Sir' William Adama
has imputed fo them: Tt was their acknowledged
merit which dnduced you to dnvife: then to the sina-
tion which they have Rlllerd swith bonour to themselves
and ‘benefit o’ the pablic—it was in & v of
that merit which you Ilud rightly estimated, that on the
resignation of Mr. Travers, 1o discharge  his move ex-
tendod duties of Surgeon 1o St Themas's Hospital, yon
were pleased lo-express your sefise of the important
serviees which e hadd vendered 1o this Infirmary, by
appointing him one of its Viee-Presidents. 1 feel plea-
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sure in thus publicly declating, that without being
bound o Mr. Saunders by asingle tie, Mr. Travers has
done the strictest justice to the morit, of his exeellent
operation for the eataract; and that after the most
extensive trinl of it, he bas arrived at the very con-
clusion (included in that of youn Medical Oficers,stuted
below) which 1 believe that Mr, Sausders himsclf would
have dravn, if he had lived to earry on his experience
to the sene extent. 1 foel mostindignant, that in return
for this liberal serviee, two cages, forming an inconside-
rable part of the whole—the ease of Turoer,a Greenwich
pensioner, and of Mr. Corlett, of Homerton, shoulid have
been published vader gross misrepresentation by Sic
William Adams. | In both ensos, the sperations were con-
liteted in striet eonformity to the rules of Mr. Saunders—
both were delicately nnd accurately performed—both
Trad arvived at that stage at which the danger was past,
and which required only the fival operation for their
eure, and both hud that happy. issue, which, 1 have heen
fed by direct ohservation to conclude, would not with
equal certainty have resulied, if the more violent mes
theds of eperating proposed by Sir Willinm Adams
bad in the first instance been performed. 1 shalk
pursue this subject in detail in the third edition of
Mr. Saunders’ posthumous work. The following
conclusion of your Medieal Officors, published in
the Special Report, gave the result of the important
eamparative trial of the operations for the selution
and extraetion of the eaturmet, which! was conducted
at the lnfirmary on o darge seale: vie—That the
operation. of Mr. Saunders puts the cataract in a
condition o be absorbed with the least possibile
violenceto the eye, and succeeds in restoring perfect
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wision in - every variety of the soft eataract; but
that ae Me. Saunders himself anticipated, it has been
proved by furiher trinl 1o be les perfectly adapted to
the varieties of hard cataract Uian the operation of
extraction; whilst their final eonclusion conveyed their
opinion of the relative merits of Mr. Saunders’ aper-
tion ns compared with that modifieation of it which
is practised by Sie William Adams: vie—That the
modificaticn of Mr. Sani:ldi.‘:rﬁ' aperntion, pmu.iud
by Sir William Adsms, also puis the cataract in a
condition to be absorbed ; but, by inflicting greater
violeiice on the eye, exposes the patient 1o the visk
of an acute inflammation, imminently hazarding the
safety of ihe organ,

Tt was not even left for Sir William Adams to origi-
nate the complex meihod of combining the operations
of the needle and the knife, which he entitles, bis
“ pow and impraved eperation for the cataract.””  Mr.
Travers first published this method, and his pro-
gressive steps towards the completion of this upci‘ulliun
may be traced in the veconds of the Infinnary, previous
10 the date of Sir Williom Adams” operation at Green-
wich. A departure, however, from simplicity, either in
mental or manual exercises, will not ultimately stand
the test of experience.  Mr. Travers subsequently, and
in my opinion, judiciously, rejected this complex opera-
fion.  Mr. Travers and Mr, Lawrence adhere to the
old operation of extraction in cases of hard cataract,
and s will Sir William Adums, 88 soon as further
experience shall have enabled liim to perform it well.
‘These genilemen have only rendered strict justice to
the memory of Mr. Saunders, and no where more feel-
ingly or truly than in concludiag their examination of
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Abe elnims of Sie William Aduns to the merit of dis-
covery of improvement in the treatment of the chronie
stage of the Egyptian ophthalmia:—* And here your
Medigal Officers must be allowed to express their high
reapect for the honourable feelings, and perfict appro-
bution of the professional conduet of Mr. Snunders, in
the transactions which they bave just reviewed, Pos-
sessing, through the public confidence in his cha-
racter and talents, an unrivalled field of observation, it
was his J'uhtlni-juql to eonwert this to the pul.lit henefit,
by adding to the stock of professional knowledge;
antd he trusted for his recompenze o that wank in
public. opinion, which is the just reward of such ex-
ertions.  The temptation of private emolument was in
vain beld out to him, His unalterable purpose was to
communicate his knowledge to the profession, as soon
as he deemed it sufficiently matured by experience to
be worthy of theivacceptance.  The proposal of selling
to the public the improvements, which their liberal
patronage had enabled him to make, was therefore re-
Jeeted by him with a degree of indigoation, which must
endear his memary in the estimation of all honourable
s —They did not express, as Sir William Adams
has asserted, any solicituda for the pecaniary benefit
of Mrs. iders, whom they had never seen ; and it is
impossible to conceive a more wanton violation of truth
than that which he committed, when he intimated, in his
letter addressed to each member of the General Comn-
mittee, on the 18th of November, 1817, that instead of
allawing her to aeeept what be terms bis original pro-
position of editing the posthumous work of Mr. Saun-
ders, they consigned the conduct of that publication
to one of themselves, Those gentlemen were not




104

Officers af the Tafirmary at the period in question, and
had not the slightest klrgowlvlge of the transaction.

Sir William Adams is known to me only as a pupil
of the lufirmary, from which, after having been libe-
rally admitted to the ample feld of instrugtion which it
nffords, he was kindly furnished with letters testimonial
by Mr.Saunders and myself, highly calenlated to serve
him, and which really did essentially serve .
From 1807, when he consed to attend ﬂie Insti-
tution, I have had no communication with him. Mr.
Saunders seldom mentioned his name to me. 1 did
not even know that he had ceased to confide in him, nor
iliat he had withheld from him his latter improvemenis.
A very active member of the early Committees of this
Infirmary, has informed you by letter, that he was
expressly juvited to the house of Mr. Saunders, for
the purpose of consulting with him and a common
friend or two, what course he ought to tuke, in con-
sequence of the inrond, s be felt ity of his then late
pupil.  OF this mesting 1 bad not the slightest know-
Jedge, IFSir William Adams interested me no farther
than 1 have stated before the death of Mr. Saunders, he
coased allogether to be an object of my notice afier
that lamented event. 1 did not mterfere with the
views of Sir William Adams; for if delicacy toward
me had restrained the relatives of Mr. Saunders
from complying with his wishes, in respect 1o the pos-
thumous papers, 1 lefi them perfectly at liberty, by re-
fusing the charge of those papers when they were fiist
sent to me ; but as they were immedintely returned to
me, accompanied by theletters which 1 have transmitted
tothe Specinl Committee, Lwo longerrefused to do justice
to the memory ofmy friead.  When the Officiul Papers
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" gl Tt oarable Directors of Greenwich 1 Tospital drew

atterition to Sir Willm Adams, to the entire exclusion
‘of the merits of\il. Sa‘umlm, and even his Majesty's
“Gdveriment was |lduqod to appoint o Committes 1o i
quiire i td tiat miéthod of treating the chronic stage of

Vel Egyvptian ophthalmia, which has alveady been fully

"eonsiddered then Mr. Bﬂ.t'l:]uy wrote his Appeal, and the
(am‘nlltee 'pul}hshed their Specinl Report—each dis-
ehu:'g\cd n duly, in respect to which, it is jm‘.m‘y aE-
serted; that T infucnced thal gentleman, or wos in-
stromental in forming the Committee. Every insinu-
ation that 1 infloenced Mr. Ba.ttley to write letters
to Sir William Adamn to Mrs. Colkett (Saunders), or
o any ather peuo'l. or to take any step that his been
rudely attributed to him, as an instrument, 1 assert to
be entirely false. Me Dattley possesses a mind too inde-
pendent to be subservient toany man.  His conduet 1o
Mr. Sannders, in Hife and in death, bas afforded an ex-

“ample of the most devated friendship, which originated

in, and wad cemented by, professional pursoits and
Babits.  And with regard 'to the Committee, 1 appeal
to you, Sir Charles Price, whost zeal 1o serve this
Tafirmary his boen manifested in such varions ways—
not merely by wour benefactions; but by actively
presiding over its Meetings and _Anui\-i-.mrim, by in-
traducing its Deputations to Government, and by plend-
ing its eouse to his Majesty’s Ministers: I appeal
to you, Sir, a5 the President, not only of this excellent
Charity, but also of that greater Tnstitution from which
it sprung, St Thomas's Hospital, whether your name,
inscribed on its minttes, and sanctioning the proceed-
ings of this and every other Committee, whose mea-
sures bave been called in question by Sir William
L]
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Adams, eould have been afixed fo any acts which
compromised its dignity or infterests If turning
from you, Sir, T speak of Mr. Sedgwick, the Chair-
man of the Commitiee, known to every member
of the General Committee, as 2 Vice-President, who
has most freely devoted his fime and his purse to
the Institution, 1 must be allowed to say, that he is as
incapable of being influcneed, os 1 am of attempting to
influence him, by any motives except those of public
wpirit, and private benevolence; and, finally, of the
Committen, ns o body, 1 should deem it offensive to say
more, than that it was composed of gentlemen toa
honournhle and independent to be governed by any
consideration not caleulated to sustain the character of
the Infirmary.

The circomstanees to which 1 have just briefly
alluded, have induced Sir William Adams thrice to ina
teude himself and his concerns on my notice—twicn in
disvespectiul letters, onee at an intermediate period
in o complimentary note—they have all buen treated
with the neglect which they mariteds but they hive
not been withheld from the observation cither of your
first or second Special Committees, convened io ex-
amine into his pretensions and recriminations, 1f they
contain any thing that ean serve him or. disserve me,
1 request that you will freely publish it.

On all the points which relate to the posthumons.
work of Mr. Saunders, or to the granting and rescinding:
of the annuity to his relict, I appeal from the calumnies:
of Sir Willinm Adams, to the matter of fact recorded ini
your procesdings from 1810 to the present moment,
and to the body of evidence submitted to your Special
Committee. In relation to the book, 2 lnberious servics
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was freely rendered at o considerable cost of time, to
theinjury of those pursuits in morhid anstomy, to which
s physician, 1 bave earnesily desired to devots
my chief attention. It is a sufficient recompense 1o
me, that the profession has been benefited ; that a
monument has been raised to the memory of my
friend, out of his own materials; and that his widow has
been sarved, il not to the extont that T intended, at least
to that which she permitted, 1 rendered to this lady
every serviee, consistent with my duty, that could be
suggested by the feelings belonging to a friend of
hier husband, to the editor of his pasthumons work,
and to a Medieal Director of the Infirmary,—Friend-
ship neither exacts praise, nor will submit to ealum-
nioys censure, for services rendered.  Reserving to
ryself the right of making any further observations
on the points at issue, which may serve 1o elucidate
the truth;

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your faithful and obedient Servant,
Jons Ricnann Fanne.
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REPLY, &

R

AGAIN Lam attacked in the psme of the Londod Ere
Infirmary—again the same hostile spirit, which appears to
have increased in venomous activity, as I have had the good
fortune to advance in professional success, has endeavoured
to annay my feelings, and to depreciate my character. B
the patronage with which I have beon honored by the
Directors of Greenwich Hospital, snd by His Majesty’s
Government, has, it seems, given great umbrage to Doectog
Farre, Mr. Travers, and Mr. Batthey; and the Circular
Letter of the Secretary at War, amnouncing the establish-
ment of an Opbthalmic Hospital at Chelsen, under my
superintendence, bas evidently aggravated that umbrage;
because they themselves sought in vain for the latter
patronage.

T have obtained this patronage, notwithstanding a tissue
of mdefatigable slander and insidious opposition, is, indeed,
a sin which my calumniators are not likely Lo forgive. Those
individuals who sought to crush wy efforts, and to desiroy
my fame, are mortified by their defeat; but siill they seem
determined to persevere, and hence I am again under the
necessity of replying to their publication, or perhaps 1
should speak more correctly, to the production of Doctor
Farre, assisted by Mr. Travers ; for these gentlemen are, I
am assured, the authors of the publication which has just
issued from  the press, with the imposing Gile of the
** Report of the Comumittes of the Londen Eye Infirmary,
“ pecasigned by the false and calumnious statements cou-
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# tained in o Letter by Sir William Adams to the Directors
# of Greenwich Hospital.” ‘That Doctor Furre and Mr.
Travers are the authors, managers, and prompiers of this
senewed attack—that the plot and composition originated
with thens, willy 1 thitk, « become  mnnifest from the
sequel.

But the pamplilet itself procliims the basis upon which
itis founded. Two lotters from Doctor Farre, which are
dated the 5d and 10th of Mareh, 'form the' gmll‘ﬂh\:ﬂt‘uﬁ
‘the slanderous advertisements which lave appeared i se-
veral of the public jourmals, and re evididly the ciuse and
main-spring of ihe Report of the Special Cominittes.  Oue
of these lottors is addressed to Sie €. Price, who still was
not induted to give the sanction’of his name to the Report
which it precedes; nay, whoyas T have beén ‘assnired, haa ex-
pressed i disapprobation oflnyfﬂrthr“pmcwﬁn‘p nguinn
e through'the Tnfirmary: - s

The Committes uaembled ‘pin the 10th of Mireh, 10
receive’the Report’ of ‘this Special Committee, fnd lo pass
Resolutions thercon s 'so that Dinctsr Farre's Tethors would
appear to have boch delivérad ‘only'a day ¢ twb before the
Special Report was presented to this General Committes; bui
that the letters excited ;ndoétmonul the Report, m‘rMI:er,
that both were drawn up by thes same pen, i the i nmpmmn
which cireunistances induce me o entertain ; capeciilly as
1 bave been informed, it Was'somie moniths Sinée’ pompously
and publicly snsounced by Dioetor Farre, that hetmtended to
reply to e “Ikmngl Mc.i‘wﬁm\my 1V THis st e, indeed,
I should think the impression of every: man of ordinary dis-
cernment, who takes the trouble of reading tnd considering
the whole of this pamplilet § ‘mere particularly when told,
that it has been declared to me, by 4 most respictable
mitanbor, and seceder from the’ Committee of 1814, that
the wnfaunded statement and resolutions againdt me, pub-
lished - thé Special Report of thal year, were draws up
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by ‘the Medical - Officers themselves, and signed by thal
Committee, through their coafidence in the ||L|f.egrhymd
ability ﬁl’llwwﬂﬁcl:rs 5

Whiat the is to be |Imu.gﬁt of 'a writer, "Who' sets dut
with o false pmmue—dlm Yageks to confer u I'Icul.mm
shithority Hpon his smui-—nt-w declares that 15" be thé
“ Report of the Imtln!' Ey! Infirmary,” Which * was
actually the pmdurunmdl‘hhumi pent Wil Doctor Fame
deny thiit b is ‘veally the atifhor 'of the Report 't Which
Lorefer# " But having said 50’ fuch wpon (e lanthor and
o-npnr & thik extraondinary pmécm.m. I how proceed 1o

dvert upon the deseription’ b pcumu enploved to
give it cufredey. i

Irkséme ind unpleasant as cnmmw:r.s)r is to my foulings,
and djrions ds it mosebe W my pursuits, from the tme and
attention whieh it necessarily occupies; [ am still compelled
toehgage it bt rather with & view o éxpode systematie
mistepresentation; o whieh the! charicter of oy dnan is
liahbe; thiin from any apprebension of professional com-
petition; which ‘o fuic mind -would interrupt.  Before,
however, Tenter into the particulars of the elaborate pub-
liationi to which T advert, 1 shall dhew that it cannot be
canisideted af the emanation of the General Committes of the
Londan Eye Infirmary, us its tille prports,

Thi Geiral Commitiee, consisting of seventy members,
besided the Officers of the Tnativation, is coniposed of two
descriptions: of persons :—ibe first are gentlemion, whose
raincs nnd influenes; froim! thieir high respectability and
fortune, are calculated w0 advance the consequence and
imterests of the estabilishment, but who very rarely attend
to, or interfere with its immediate management, . The
othercliss of persons may be termed the Acting Commitiee,
who regulate, who have; in fact, the whole management of
the Institition, and consists principally of the Medical and
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qﬂ:ﬁpﬁm of the hﬁrmqm Hnumuqhumhnnn.

angl comnexions. | |

The Specil ﬂqlotlpnbhulwdn IEI,Q, m‘r.unm&chp‘u
sgainst me, o which my Letter to the Dircctors of Greenwich
Hospital was,x reply, wassigned by twenty-six Members: of,

the, General Committee; including not only the Medical,
Officers of the.institution and their different cannexions, but:

also some highly-respectable individuals:
1 haygnow, bowever, peculiar satisfaciion in lmq;,lh.t

qm:mg. mpuhluhed. the names of these gentlpmen in my

Jstter to the  Directars, of Greenwich Hospital, declaring

that they hiud ventured ta pronounce ypon the merits of my,

Wbl &8, e a5 my professional charscier, upon the ex-
parte statement of their medical officers, contrary, to, every
[ cw", of justice—without affgrding me an opportunity of
ing them aequaited with.the, real cirgumstances. of

thmlnmjmljl oﬁw,u, published their | opinians. “upon
medical subjects, in rqui o, which ja large majorityof
them must, necessyrily be jgorant, thereby uncansciously
Imucwm,mg= the instraments of medical intrigne and profes-
signal jealousy ; still s0 sonviuced have these: respectable
individuals become of the injustice dove me, that, two names.
only, ont of the twenty-six. composing that cOmmittes; are
prefixed to the present. Report;, excepting those of Doctor
Faree, Messrs, Travess, Bauley, and their relations or
immediate connexions, . b i

J’wdbecg!cinlwp pass over in nleu:n llmh‘humu‘l
entertain ufﬂlemﬂw evinced by the respectable seceders
from llm commitfee, who bare thus unequivocally marked
their cmmlm af the uulh ofthe observations. contained in
my leteer to  the. .Dllqcl.ul! Even Mr, Lawrence, whoon
the former occagion was oue of the three professional officers
who signed the Medical Report, Doctor Gooch, Mr.

Travers's /brother-in-lni, and Mr. Olive, Mre! Snunders’s’
fricnd and trustee, have withdrawn from the juoto whd as.
sumethe tithe -of ** The’ Committee of the London Eye
Lafirmary 15" W b

Hearing -from varipus quarters that Doctor: Faree in.
tended tooreply to my letter to the Directirs of Greenwich

- Hospital, through the nfirmary"—and observing by the news-

phpers that a mecting of the General Commitiee of that In.
stitution, wis convened for the 21st of last November, (1o
many of the members 'of which, [ was informed; private
netes had been sent), I H‘H!HDH] a cireular lotter 1o the
General G ittee, TR densed view of the
nature of the controversy :l.rld the character of those to
whiom I was epposed, This letter induced some gentlemen
to attend who are not in the habit of frequenting those
meetings, and in particular, one of the members for Mid-
dlesex, who was sharply sttacked by Doctor Farre  for
coming there * as the advocate of Sir W, Adams . In reply
Mr. Byng declared * that bie did not come as an sdvocate for
Sir W. Adlams, but to-express his decided: opinion’ that the
controversy in question wis of o proftssional nafire ; that
any interference on'the part of the infirmary could not fail to
injure. the interests and churscter of the instittion, and
that therefore, it would be Better to leave the medical geno
tlemen to settle the controversy hetween themselves.”
Againat another 'geilleman, from whom the medical
officers had been apprized some resistance of their unjust
persecution of me was 1o be apprehended, the door was at
first closed ;. bt this'gentleman being n vicepresident, he
was at length permitted to appear among the committse,
who:waere convenicd to witriess the concerted proceedings of
the Medical Officers. ® | The arguments, however, of thase
twao genthemen secmed 1o prevail so strongly, thit the ins

* As Mr. Lawrenod's s is not prefixed to ihis Report, T am not
te be understood 1o inclade him smong ~ the Medical Officers™




tention. of  replying 1o me “ﬂlrwghﬂiﬂ mfn:n:rr cwasat
that timve prevented.

The Medieal Oﬂieen huluuLl, Iwm\cr. luﬁ:lem |nﬁu—
eice 16, abitainithe ion of a © i mijprsed ex-
clu;rubrof members who had signed Ibs-Spﬂ:Lll Report
against me i 1814, 1o which were added ight members of
the committee, before whom, Mr. Dieanc had made his sx-
tepordinary. declaration in 1610, ius  calewlatng  that 1
should. experience ne particulis degree of favour: from

minds coneeived to enterlain a prejudice against uies . This:

Special Committee was dirceted o take into consideration
my letter to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, and: 1o
report to the General Commitiee, T L

| After an interyal of four w,nnuu during whieh aﬂmclull!m
n—hgleut' the independent and. more respectable part of the
committee altogether seceded, namely, Siv C. Prce the pre-
sident,  Allerinan Ansley, Michael Bland, John Cazendve,

George Clarke, §. S, Huaty Jobn Smith, John Twomlow,

Richard Wuee, Thomas Amsinck, Johi Mackie, Jevemink
Olive, R. H. Sparks, Willium| Lawrence, esqré,,. with
Doctars Davis; Gooch, and the Rov. M) Crowthier, The
Report was signed by (he remaining membiors; ahid 8 Ge-
neral Comittes wis convened. Bt contrury to the plan
pursued Ly the Medical Officers in Novembier, uo  cirdular
letter, ws Loam Safirmed, | was gent to the menibers 10
apprize them of this meeting; at least not 1o those whe
had - expressed any disspprobation of further procoedings
against me in the name of the Infirmary, and who had dechred
thigir wish 1o attend the next General Meeting.

Such was the conduct of menwho wish'to. beraecredited
for impariiality, and to procure enrmeney for e représent
tions. Ina Note to the Report, ‘o which ' Fam remarking,
(g8l it is stated, that “s&ﬂm‘y—ff.!_’g'ewi:km!ﬁ are sunnmoned
on, all General Committees,'—Were g0 many summened
ta peceive this Report f<1f sp, how comes if that twenty-one

T

names only, appear as the Committee which sanctionéd and
authorized its publication?  Fourteen even of this tumiber
are of the Special Commiter, the supposed framers of the
Report itself!! Thus it appears that while more thay one-
half the Commiittee, appoited o examine and report upon
my letter 1o the Directors, (and those the more independent
and respectable part) have altogethier withdrawn from ity—
four additionial signaiures alove could be obtained to sanction
any further hostile proceedings against me. "The inference
from these factsis soo obyions as o render any comment
umnecessary,  wd the' public will judge what degres of
attentinn is due to the Report signed by
Mr. Selomon Hougham, Silversmith, o the Chair—yatated by Sir
Lharies Peice, Hart.

Dractor Firre—FPhysician of the Infirmary,

Mr. William Crawley—his ftherio-law, Droggist

[ Mr. Harry, Sedgewick=—Dr. Farre's mtimate froend.

Mr. Travers—bite Sargeon of the lufirmary.

My l‘]rlel—pdl! of the presend s-tl!wlll.

M. Fitchia—Salicitor of Ui Tnfirmary.

i\lr Mathew Hesthfield—presest SEoervtary of the Jofirmary,

Mr. Richard [leathfield—lis brother.

Mr. Rich. Baltbey—ibe late Secretary of (he lufirmary 4
M. Thomas Churchysrd—3is broilice-in-law i“""s""
Mr. Wilkiana Brydon

Mr. Johin Hodgkisson

Mr, John Hovaer i”‘““"*
Mr. Thomas Sparks

Ralgh Price, F,-q,"

* The name of M. Frice consected with this decament | have
acen wilh m»-ﬂcrll..k m-pdu -miugm expecially. recellectiog the
explanation which | made to bim in Movember list, 86 0 manger
in which hie sppeared 1o receive tht esplanation.  But | reimember
that Mr. Price at thal time expresedan extravagant confidence in
Drvo Farre, anid & seose of obbigation to Mr. Travers, while be manis
festerd au eager desire to palliate the comduct of Mr. Battley.




Jche Bainbridge, Jun. Ew';;,‘.,m.h
John Croskey, Esg.
Mir. Richard Bedmas—Ship-Broker.

Mr. John Clark, and Mr. Johin Dean §.

Among  the then eompasing this Committee, it
will be scen that ifteen are the medical or other officers of
the Infirmary—their immediate relations, connexions, and
fricnds. Mo less than seven of the members are drogyists!
—Perhaps the fact of Dr. Fare’s father-indaw—the Se-
cretary Battley, and his brotherdn-law, being all three in
that line of business, may aceount for this circumstance.

But will the Governors at huge of the London Eye
Infirmary permit this selected assemblage to appear the
authoritative organ of their sentiments—to publish in the
name of the General Commitfee such slanderous and libel-
lous advertisements upon the charscter of an individual as
have lately appeared in the public newspapers—and to do so
too in defiance of the opinion of so many of the most re.
spectable members of that Committee

The insertion of these advertisements must buve cost na
inconsiderable sum.  The printing of pamphlets must have
been also expensive. By whom, or from what resources hay
this expense been defrayed ?  If from the funds subscribed
for the support of the London Eye Infirmary, I need not cha-
racterize such misappropristion=—if from the pockets of the
individuals with whom the reports originated, what is* the
inference 2 But in cither case, what must bie the motive
which conld prompt to such expenditure, for the purpose
of wounding the feclings and, depreciating the character of

* Not Jobn Bainbridge, £sq., who signed the Report of 1814,

41 have net Been able to find owt who ibese Gentlemen are,
abthoagh T lave made every posible dsgeiry.  But L s, o the
Directery, that there i 8 Mr, John Dein, a Cheese-mouger..

o

an individnal—what else thau' esger personal malignity,
than. systematic professioml jealousy # - For, be it remem-
bered, that this controversy ofiginated with the Medical
Officers of the Tnfirmary.  They were the first 1o attieck,
withoat receiving from me the slightest offence or injury.
They assailed. me under the: pretence of solicitude for the
fame: of Mr, Saunders, whose fame | hadnever injured. But
what peculinrly aggravates the conduct of my sdversaries—
their assault was made ot the very outset of my professionsl
cureor, when [ was comparatively uribnown, and, when they
obviously caloulated upon destroying my prospeots of pro-
fessional suceoss,

Dr. Furrey in-the name of the Speciel Committee, sets
out. by saying,  They do not consider it consistent with
“ the mature and principles of the Institution, 1o enter fnto s
# contest with any individusl, and that it will ot be ex-
“ pected  that ahey should undertake the work of Medical
 Cantraversy,” It would, on the first view, appear strange,
that any of those persons. who had voluntarily undertaken
this work, and. pronounced their verdict upon medical sub.
Jects in 1814, should mow so materially alter: theie line of
condudt and mode of expression, thus' condemning their
own former proceeding.  Bat the change is sccounted for
by my proof that the. opinions ' formerly promulgated iy
them were wholly destitute of truth andl Justice; ny indeed,
thasg. Medical Officers. well know, is now universally sid-
mitted throughout the: profession.  If the Medicnl Officers
and their friends bad, - in' 1814, thus declined 1w < inder-
take: the work of Medical Controverey,” I should ‘ot
have felt it necessary to publish my Letter to the Direetors
of Greenwich Hospital, to which the recent Report pro-
fessea to reply, 54

This Report classes the subject for discussion, nnder the
four  following:dieads s=~1st. The general  direction and

[ I
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managementof the Infirmary. - 2dlsi The merits'of the late
1. C. Snunders, esq., the foander of Wic Infirmary. ~ Sdly:
The conduct of the Commitee towards thie late Mrs. Col-
kett, the widow of Mr. Sanndérs ; md d-tiﬂ_'.r The conduet
of the Medical Officers.’

Upon the first “Ivead it were idie l:odwell For T have
mever - disputed | the  merits of “thie’ Tofirmary, or the good
it has produuli bt 11tk deny thie trith of the allégation
wontained o ihe Report, thist ‘whit 1- have introduced to
pubilic notice, is " the | prigtiee. which T was tught at the
Infirmary.” The fallacy of this notion L have proved in my
Letter to the Difectors of Grecuwich, Hospital, where, the
nature of my present practice, n»,mnuutmi with that which
e rmmmi at_the London Eyc Infirmary, is fully ex-
phiined.... | have further, to-obsarve, on: ‘the first head, that
howeser initersalowas 146 e aiffusion of the modes of
o6 guire: proctived by the Medical Tirecties of the London
' Ee Teifirmiary,” Bbddsir gmll‘h' m:her, _or!muo»—u
# high he rank” of the pupils instrncted by them, whether
;hm pupils were 4 patives, of the West hdm,.ﬁm:rm

 Germany,: Pmugal,w othen parts of  the  globe,T the
im, far swhich. [ have contendedy asnd which Doctor Farre
still affects to deny, B8 fully ebtablishéd—uaniely, thiit ihie
# general ‘existence” of ihe grandlations & the Tids—the
ncq!h&ll\lfm’ tlml mcrnc-ml--u well as a eFrmn rrw-lh‘: af

Now asito. Mr. Saundm.--—]!. has: m.foml_rheu- thin
policy of thi framers lof this Report; to] excite against me
the hostility of the friends of Me. Saunders, by representing,
that 1 had scted ungratefully and dish bly towards

1

him.. But updn what grounds do they support this charge ;
or can they fairdy mamtain that any act or espression of
mine has rendencd neeessary ¢ the vindication of his mé-
mory £ The  merits  of My, Saunders a3 a man, snd his
skill as an oculist, have ever been the subjoct of WY ungue-
Iified pancgyric. The style,. indeed, in which 1 lave bubi-
toally spoken of this: excellent man. may be collected from
my work on Diseases of the Eye, published in 1812, as
well as from the Ful.lvu"mg wxtract of wy letter, addressed to
the West of England Eye Infirmary, dated Nov, 1s1, 1809,

* To Mr. Saunders, 1 feel more particularly grateful, for baving,
in the mudulmm&ﬂ and friendly manuer, not oaly sllowed me
o wilness 1he practice ufll:t Lenton Exe Iufirmary, over which he

presides, 'but also 'foF Baving instructed me i his moetliod of caring
eataract; the caly cne which has bees shewn to b spplicable ot an
early age to children troubled 'with (thit disease.  Mr. Saondes has
lkewise the orginality of having first masked the clameter of inflam-
welian of the iris, and of haviug painted out its sppropriste mcthod of
cure. The dmvoryol‘nmr-ﬂll modear toealing those most isve-
terate amd distressiug consequences, produced by the Egypting
ephithalmia, has farher beén Uie resslt of is scicntific aud unwearked
inestigations, © Upon thebe Wghly important sabjects and s others,
hie has beew Bithirte preveated by f bealth sod wime rons profssional
avocalions, from making known to the workd the sscces of Lis l bours,
Bat these, | contidently puticipate, will shortly be published,”

A copy of this Ietter with the veport in which it was
insericed, was Eumaniun.l o "'I.I.' London Eye Infirmary,—
yet four months aftervards, upon. the authority of such a
witnéss as Mr, Deane, the mcd.naI officers of that institu-
tion accused mo of seeking to deprive Mr. Saunders of his
posthumous fanse, by an attempt to publish =s my own,
those very discoveries (whiich, L had 5o distinetly aud ume-
quivocaily. attributed to hind in. this letter, snd that nbdurd
ehitrge they now repentowithi maost unblushing clfrontery.

They compluing and that i the: most offensive termsy of

£ 2
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1y publication of Mr. Bussell's letter, referriug to be. Saun-
ders’s' refusal in 1800, to make known bis mode of cura 1o
the Commander-in-Chief, for the benefit of the army, or ta
allew me io do e, m complisnce with the request of
General Thewles,  But the production of tat letter, they
rendercd necessary to the. visdication | of my. charscter
:;gainsl their own unjust aspersions, in what purported 1o be
a Teport from the London Eye Infirmary, respecting my
eanduct on that oceasion,

In ne respect, hewever, have 1 dircetly or indingetly
questioned the purity of Mr. Saunders, or © censured his
name,” wnless it be deemed censore to assert my jo%n
right,—unless it be deemed o depreciation of his fame, and
imeonsistent with the gratitude which T owe to my Triend and
precoptor, 1o alledge that which I have proved,—namely,
that | bave imppoved upow his practice, that I have advanced
the seience 1o which his lifi was devotad.

Were, My, Sauders alive,  he would, I am confidont,
readily ackuowledge, snd liberally aud openlypatrouise the
improvements and discoveries which (hig professed advo-
cates’ pertinaciously and  publicly, deny, albough they
well know, that my instraments and operationg an new
emploged by their own. swrgeons, ab the infirmary. o Mr,
Suundees would be incapable of publicly, condemning what
he privately practised; hut he was in feeling, prnciple and
character, different, sory different indeed  from those who
affoet to b his admirers and imitators.

This adoption of my practice, appears from the fellowing
statement, which was mada'by a gentbeman, a pupil of the
Landon Eye lnfirmiryy before a nifoerous chiss of students,
whoo were sttending. my lectures av the York Hospital on
the, Sth instant,  There were alsa present my- (wo ms-
shetants and sn eminent physician, who noted the particalars
of ihis statement—and & copy of whose notes 1 have mmy
possessivn,

13

This gentleman stated to the following effeot—

That b had - been. attending the Londos  Eve Infirmary nearly
twelve mrontbs—hat the constant, practice of its surgeous for curing
the granulations of the lids, cawed by U Egvptian ophthalmis, is
1o remove them with a koife, and not with the scisors as recom-
mueanded by Mr, Sawndirs,

TFhiat the present prctice for the €ure of catnract of ihe inBrmary
is, i the first inatance, to perfern’ the operation parssed. by’ M
Saumilers, and described by, Dr. Farre, in his posthumoss work 3 bat
this being foumd, is meost instances, insufficiot to romove the dise
ease, upless frequently repeates, my operation is alerwards performed
with ‘a shiarp-cultiog irstrumest, sech as that which T have invented
and published | adding,” that where there is any adbesion of the
watnmet my eperafion i of (e it performed,

Tw the Medical' Report of 1814, 10 which are prefixed
the: names of Dy, Farre, Messre! Trovirs snil - Lawrence,
itcis mserted, that with respeet 1o the  granulstions of
the fids cansed by the - Egyptisn' ophthalmie, © 1 have
“oomly made the wnimporfant afteration of removing the
“ diseasect growth by o differentinstruiment,”

This instrument, isceordhing 16 the above statement, it
has been' found necessary to enploy upon 'the patients of
thesimfirmary ;. aid 1 learts that my subsequent treptmenit is
purswed for the ewre of that disease.
ohn the same Beport the medical officers affiem, with
regard 1o my- practice for the eire of eatamet, “that witilst
“ Mr. Saunders reduced the culting edge of |his instru-
“ ment, Mr. Adams imereased it; whilst the former in-
“ flicted less violence on the eye, the Tattér inflicted more,
*: and, performed the same thing in a ruder way.” % That
the modification of Mr. Saunders’s operatien, practised
by Sir W. Adams, exposes the patient to the risk of an
acute, iflammation, imminently hazrding the safety of
the organ,”

Yet, by the above statement of one of their own pupils, it
appears that a sharp-cutting instrument, similar to mine, (al-

il
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though so much d.cpwmlau, s that M!dgﬂh{.nmplwhd d

at the infirmary ;o tInI, i ma n-thm:m. my npum
whl:h they have ventured to dmri‘hc, s “imminently ha-

 gurding the safety of the ‘organ,” is now performed by
their own surgeons in preference: 1o that: upow shich these
medical officers  had bemn:ed lm'h mq'hﬂlﬁui pl-

What then, Task, miist Wl'he thec’ulr:m liflbe

and of the Pul.-'l,:: upon l}m¢m-!mu' of DI Fu-rr,
they fid him, i bis Jetier to Sir Chirles, Prive,,
1o, the .cm)ﬂulml of the medical officers | mjau. asif
their still-existing opiniens—when they find his name, as
well as that of ' Mr. Travers, m&!ﬂ!“mm“pmaﬂ it
port; wherein the committee are represented 1o diclare,
¥ that they cannol be expected to undértake the ~waork of
“ ma\ﬁcnl controversy;” 'lthIF it is evident. from the facts
contuined in_the foregoing statement, the: conlroversy.is
at. on, end. What, in-a word, will be the: opigion’ of the
G wof the: London Eye Infirmary; of the conduct of
their medical officers, whan they dnwm that the funds
of their nstitution have been upm\hd by tl:&puhhcnm
of the Speeinl Report of 1814, with a_yiew (o, mislead
public opinion, in repd;,w-,-n:-ym.ndmwn
tions, while these very instraments and. operations are now
employed . by thmulmﬁmhelmﬁl ud' wmu d
the infirnary £ 1

Srhm era iy wd ¢ T

With rqahilothe' "dmiliﬁf_ﬁ w‘F "I";w fo-
w:nhMrs ﬁulhetl the wid sw'! Fﬁ‘ga,qmﬁrg, Mmlwu
of this report condemn ine
that conduct, alledging that my mwm nnrnudul-,
and my von‘rﬂwllunnjdlt But my consors should reéol-
hﬂtﬁlﬂhﬁ!smrﬂ my HMM“ For how stinds the

. =]
6 e P

whlr:h the follewing is an extract:—

om ;-::mcumn y

W hien it pléaved Providence to takie ivay my Jate bushasd from
:hpmla of trouble at the carly age of thirly.seven, and when he
bad resped litlle other advantage from his successful practico than
the private safisfiction of deing, geed; it was well kouwn 1o the

i, what situation | was placed by his lameoted deatl,
and they Vifdly dadertook ish and puliish at their-onn expense
{8t the expense’of the it rndry) for my use aid Yenoft, 4 work on
Drisesses of the Eye, which My, Ssunders had miearly eompleted, asd
woukl have pabiliahed bad his Hée been spared & little longer. The
wlmﬂf J.h-whliﬂﬁmnl biad wery. reason 0 sujjpos, wouhd

Ly which sum weald, of coarse, have

ar h ol 1 @nnuity far peither of

MMM nmﬁ Tl:lc Tost any pu.r't of e n?lonq by wseeomd mar-

fiage, " Tl Comthittbe “afferwards altered their ofiginal plan, aud

hoaght'in Ustier 16 allow i We Awiiity o 404 per véar froni their

avii sy, this was rigulicli agréed bo, asd cosfirsiéd by a Geeral

Morting ol the Gayervars, and lnserted o the Tourmsls of e Esta-
Bishmsent in lhm: words:—

?»lund-m, J'o' :ml ﬂurlls ll.m Jerm of bep

b g

e 1 wl‘dmwe Eré.‘wt; for T to stite ot Tength' iy’ teasdns foc
chupging iy sitvation, nor da Tt all think it was 8 question which
soacemed the Committon s saffiverit to sy, tlatl wis bot conscious
of siaping. againat muy lw, bigmai o divine, in. ndou; b thas [
married sguin as bofee stajed,

* This great crime so offended some of the Committos, t}ul without
pretending to asign any other reason, a meeting wes ealled, at which
only six geatlemen were preseat, and a resolution pused 10 rescim
the l’nnw o(nWL i-nyw l» nr..whnhmhm«n will be sabmitted
lo the Gaveroos an the Isﬂ-.:-mnl, for their sssent ur dissent.

"L shall Wbabsin'from an'y persosial refarks on ke condict of Eny
ol thiose genthem e by Wik i fe Al gant was ped to
bemescinded, and content mysell with 4 bare statement of the frets,
- the full pssarawce that | shiall oot be forsmkain o this ectasion,
qud in the earnest hope that you will atteod ca the day appoiated,
and join ray other fricud in bestowiug ou tot, mow that § am actually




ki doednt ity the costintancs of this anunity, as originally
graeted ; and which [hnpe you will mot think teo e b for the eminent
services of my lafe hushand, for whos: sake alowe it was first given,
aml with wheose opinion, wilh  respect to secoul marriages, [ was
s fully -acouainted, that coulll he even now speak ﬁ\mihc tomb, 1
am comviaced he mmH ol condema me.
1 s, S iy
JANE LOULSA LIILKRI"I'

(‘\\ ilow of the latg J. C. Saumders, ke, P

4 Ie-hnn-d-tmi. Walworth, A
154k Fel. 18 Lk

Tha |Ih5ul.ir4: .ul’_ ihis letier was corroborated i varons

written and verbal eommunications to- me; from: both M. -

Colkett and her' linsband, ‘as well' asg' from other sources.
Upan those communications then, T felt mysell autharized
to make the comments which appear in my letter 1o the
Directors, of Gresnwich Hospital,  OF the distressed and
desolate eomdition in which Mrs. Colkett was. leftin conse-
quence of the revoeation of the dnnuity grinted lrer by the
Committee of the London F;.e Inifirmary, and wy allusion
tp which appears to have given such pain 10 the Medical
Officers, [ could entertain no doubt. T he lotters of Mirs.
i_;n;_lr-.k,eu herself were conelusive upan thar sulject, amd for
the establishment of my own veracity w8 well as for the
vindication of the ¢haracter of Mrs. Calkett herself, 1 fecl
it meceksary to publish the Tollowing extracts from thost
lefteérs, while the originals T am ready to shew to any re-
spectable gentleman who may desire to_see them, and wil]
favour me, with a call, ¢ither at my house in Albemarle-
street, of ot thee establishment which 1 am about to open in
thar city. )

* Since you have Kindly intercstes] yourself so mueh in our affairs,
it may not be considered tronblesome my relating (o you 2 fireah senres
af grest useasiness 1o s, in wot receiving some caslighis week, which
we eomsidered as sure sl safe as the Bak could be. - You willy dase
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may, be syrprised wivew L tell sou that [ allude to the quartery allorr-
Al y father hasimn in the labit of serding, and whick, it seems,
e i mot ol bokln-hm Vhis quirter, oo acésabl of ki baving res
unﬂr rdm-ﬂr —— agnln from aerest.” Had my falher ap-
F!n:llu e should wot have been able to sgnd tll next goarter, we
ooilkd hive atringed things sccardingly, bet unfortwnately he neve
e E the lasst nadice.”——* Our disppainiment, when we received
miy fatbier's leiler, was mest heavy, as we achzelly had prople ot the
monseat at the doos, for payment of [iide DHlls, which we fizmly fn-
tended fo pay from that monéy %ob Kars sursdves entitled foexpect.
T consequence, however, of our not: receiving i, we are placed fns
mware paiiful siteation than | ivosld wish tolusention to any e
. My husband's betng unable do. procure a situation (since our mar.
riage) together with the dirappofeement af the Annuity from dhe Infir-
mary, has been the weeans of ipvolving ox in debi to a considerable
amount-—eo mich 1o, that my husbaod is now l“"]':! in expectation of
Belng drrested, which i & afill grester drawback to bis painiog em-
ployment, for we have wot one friend to velicee ws.® - My fatber, God
bl hins; being slready encumbered with the debts of: Aimin
q o the di i from the Eye Infirmary, [am rery
ill 2t ease, from the debis necesrity has conpelled ps to coniract, and
we are nonw in great trouble,  To prove to yeou bow dificult we have
femnd it tolive, | must assure you oo sy word, we have been omder
the necessity of asking onr adlady to take goods for rent, which she
s kiudly done.  Not culy have we parted with goods, bat alss cur
little plate—myy watch, and even my beloved late husbard's nuiwia-
ture [ have beew obliged to plodge.  Necesily, the mest urgent,
s compelled me o the lal step.” * But distrels o distress has con-
stantly awaited us, amd anxiety has inpaired copsiderably the
ealth of both."——" After thus stating our difficalties, may I pre-
sumé - to solicit for wy buxbaud the recommendation of some perma~
meat wtuition of Sir WilkiamAdams, of whese zeal 1o serveme [ can-

-mot doubt, sdter such peoofs given of Lis disinterested friendship? 1 [

hiave premmed too far, [ have an sxouse b offer—imy necoesibien”
Such is the testimony upon which I procecded—but sill

* Where were her nsioms friesds, the Medical Oficers, at the tine
ghe wrote this Letter?
4 »
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imore uul!nnl,“ to assure’ myself af abcuﬁey:up.n”ihn
it of the in consequence of the pecul :
1P:td|.'nc'_v o.f“;:;& Colketr's swatements, | had 3 M af
et part of my (Baemphlet which related 1o.the; l’crmqln-sf
o the-Committerthat | determined upon the subject of lher
‘Appesl, mmmw thié correerion of 4 Rer Geillemang
\\ho was E‘m.\enfli e Meeﬂng -Fﬁiid'n' i !
able Clergyman, [ received o full 1
ness of my, information. with respect Lo |,L1 mgcrmlllmr
cessfal anguments of Dr. Farre, do depriverthe reliet of his
friend, " o tie sminnityy which wes o necesdary 0. wavelher
ﬁm’l ‘a‘lmﬂma nbﬂh@mh—“’-ﬂl wicH lm'huil h’i‘eﬂdﬁﬁ.‘é
it grownd, could I'e rh'|_" [

T

T e Rq:lm aupm.*h:ﬁl‘l a1 aninldrmq:, “inuih i
whicli Mt Golliet's cirentii letter i pronobuesd 1 grosly

wiiicormed™ Fain afyprived of “edetain pm&c&h‘l “dhthe
part of the Lw-do-h']"'m Tufirmh :;»Bul of tose proge
ings or ruqlngppa} REVER WS AIHE i.ul.EIl 1 read this B.q-
prorts The eirenlir of Mrs. Colkert wis published four yoars
agotowhs distributed ‘among allithe dabscribers ofahe
Tonidon Bve nfivinary, ns-welassmong sy other fndivi
dluala did et Modical oftbers, Whitsd coudlict |
Pmulm-i_', lmylicmﬂ, never'f rﬂ.. y
until within this Jast W‘h Thjmunal ﬂ,imnfmc bc_]nsll}'
angry witlh e o withe ang other! person, | who, in the
ahsehce! of Wi dpposing - proof, e even  of mire ‘coitr-
dictiony shontdhave decided sétording 16 the stenient of
Mis. Colkett. g L o

T arbwer: ti it Uatatemient, - thi charl n'llcdgcs ﬂ:at
Mrs. Colkeit iify was granted with the ™ dnderstaid-
4 fing? “that i shodlil b revokéd incase she married »
second time.  But what are the words of the: grant &y stited

i et i

]

in.this Beport ' Wh these % au_annuity of 400 net for
6 dhe derm of fer matural difey o be. poid hali-yearly by the
“, Trsasurery under the divection of the Cominittee.) —That
the understanding”. allwded i mot expressed in the terms
of this grant will, L presume,be prompily sdmitted; and that
oy such understandiog js. implied, it is: impossible for any
myu e usinted, with the English language seriously to cons
tend. o2 ek this gﬁm.v,a; revoked, and; 1 repeat it, through
the influsnce alone of the medieal officers—for at the first
meeting, whichdotermined upon that sévocation, it is admitted
that enly six genthancn were present, namely, Dr, Farre,
his father in-law, bis Gatber-in-low's pariier, Messrs, Travers
and Batthey, and their friend Mr.| Sedgewick. Vet the
anthors of this Beport aic quite pogry with me for calling it
“ A Special Commitiee."—They alledgt than'it was a Guare
terly Geneyal Comnitior—Now they state, in p. 31, “ha
sevenby-six gentlemen are summoned- on all Geperal Come
mitlees ;7 yet ouly these six happened 1o, attendd wpon this
jparticilar aceasion '—Docs this marvellous” becurrence mae
nifest o fuimess of disposition towards Mrs, Colkett ?

But, notwithstanding - all’ these| circumstances thag [
Eeape will agquit me of sny disposition te deliberate mis-sxie
ment, which © would disdain towards the worstenemy, when
assured st November by Mr. Ralph Price, who is a mem-
bar of the committes, that [ had been misled by the itare
ments of Mra. Colkett,, I immediatoly offeted explanation,
I wrote a letter 10, My, Price, which T requested him,
and he promised, to lay hefore biscollengues of the Consmittes:
In this leper I desired permission to adduce before the
Commitiee, the evidence upon which my statements rested';
addding, thatif proved incorreet, 1 would willingly pubilish the
expregsion of my regretat having beeo so misled,, Mr. Prics
did st lay this letter before the Commitied, as he has in-
formed e, but stated to them its colitents. Tothis, however,:
like miny other efforts which 1 have made 1o effcet'a falr'

b e
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and honourable adjustment of this cantroversy, with the Me-
dical Officers of the Institution, I was entirely disappainted *
The Report affifms that Mrs. "Colkett™* received the ut-
most kinduess from the Medical Officers™ that thieir eare
extended to the list hour of ler 1ifé,” and :'m ¥ ke wasnot
exposed Lo | the [lmuureol' absolute want.™" Tn reply to this
affirmaion 1 refer to e Inr.lw'n of Mia, Colibur Berself,
vhmh are entiffed to, ot least, ) rlnmi’. :er a5 ihel welfe
prnle:!fl'llnuﬁeﬁrul Oﬂ'ium e
Buﬂ.u to, 'lhq Fourth qun  of :une Rq?urt, namely,
# the conduct of the Medical Dlmcur:;l and U!ﬂmu oftl:e
Toficmary,” Dr. Furge, in the nume of mmnwc,\ en-
deavours to explain away  the ﬁ.rw ancca:san'w.‘m [is wfw:h.
have been made upon me by, the Im'l,nrmn_|t oF mthe: bf its
Oflicers,  Mr, Batley's, pn:u:d e i
in Decempber, 1814y to, L R H. the Comn
the Firat Lq:doft]m Adqmalq, o the Dlmmu ui ijtn-

J?pnh:, us well as
to lhq.dlﬁﬁrm Mlptl Heviews. ,[n: sertion; Dr, Farre
and Co, now dmdm*mngllmn was, ok 8 J Qnand
them or by the Infirmary. . This, uncalloﬂ for, obi

sidious letter, | which even. D; 1y dw: 1 t
windicate, althongh uiq.gnlb wdung lnm:cnac ity b:uuu-
wirilten against  me, was, howeyer, lh-: wnn-c and m;m
of the whele eontroversy. | Battley |r.w \1‘]!‘) ﬂun;me first

. : .ﬁmm.mwmtlmﬁhul-’hmﬁﬂm.

her last, s President of e Losdon Fyo Tia Ay, i wiich et re
rptdrdhhp}umlllmn’ the Meetings of il Condmittee then
sitting, to exnmmine the stutements contsived in my letter to the Dircet-
s of Gircenwich Hospital, in onder to. give further explaastion on
some points, s well 58 to submit. additional documentary evilence,

which wouhl erable the Cowmi of that

pthu:n}ol _pnmuﬂ,' (" |Is=uow|1-g o1 ll'l_f r:n-cldc- ﬂumpem

.91

stone, and yet his medieal colleagues disavow his act
while they applaud hu mative, Upon this Tetter they
observe that 1 nom.mnr At some lempgth ; that is, 1 prove
it ingontravertibly, by 'ﬂ'l'ﬂl.en documents, to be replote
with statements absolutely false. They stwte that it was
written * without doubt, under strong excitement, from

. the persuasion that the honors sud the credit which he (B.)

consifered. due 1o the name of Mr. Saunders' and to the
Tnfirmary, were unduly assumed by Sir' W Adums.” Dr.
Fuire declares that, ® in writing his” appeal, Mr. Baitley
discharged a duty.” Now, although I have usanswerably
shewn ' that, which even this repost does not attempt to
controvert, pamely, the entire’ absence’ of trath in the
chnr;l:u this persoit etideavoured to establish againit ine,
yet in the face of his conviction he'is thiss enlogised. « Mr.
“ Battley's cluiing to the respiet udauancdwml of the
& Governors surpass soy m:olnmm in' the' power of your
- Commrﬁlu: 0 bestow 1™ Thére is really somothivg bodi-
_c:ms in seeing Me. Battley's ostm'mame, as one of the Com-
mittee who sign this culoginm.

This, however, 18 not e only instance of the lidictous
which this Ripart presents. For, it not sily pandgyrizes
the Medical Officers individually," dwelling] far example,
upon the ' Foriustd: selection 6F Mr. Travers to socceed
M. Suunders,” ‘at the! Tnfirmary, e | Tupai ¥ this paticnt
research and’ solind professional judgmient nf D, Fuirre,”
but it extols those Officérs eollectively, o the following
lofty terms, * gentfemen distinguished by their publicoand
“ private worth—by the liberal and extensive application
# of their eminent and scienfific attainments—and by their
@ private benevolence,” Yot this Report is sanctioned, and
signeéd, nay, 1have every reason. to believe, actully dmwn
ip by thie very persons whomiit thus eulogizes 111
" Bat the fact is, that the Medienl Officers are the authors

and prompters of almost every'proceeding at the, Infirmary.
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Through their management. and influence. the members of.
the | Commitiee ; ar | appointed,. [This, indeed, is. praty
olﬂﬂqf averwed. by ,Mr Battley, in a letior ‘wlm:ll in adl-
dressed to mey Tast Qetober, inwhich be emphatically statesy
L will ke, cure vou shall not be of thut, body (the
. Gengrl Conmmttee:g without - another  person  buing
o glected with) you,” intimating l.!m pome one decidedly,
hostile (perhaps , Mr. Deane) should be appointed along,
with me, Bot let the reader estimate the confident nssers
tion of aéontrolling power aver, ahe concems of the
Infirmary,  which  thig Jetter, fromy its Secretary. smplies,
Upon reaging i, Lowas, mysclf somenhat astopished, and
some’ of my; friends, thought it, not genpine; 1, lowengr,,
put the letter into the bands of Mr, Lmg lagt, November,
to shew to. the General Committee, if he thought proper,
sud Mr. Battley hos since. publicly avowed it. |

< 'The authors, of the Report labour, to palliaie lll.q"' ailaclu':

upon me by referting to the grounds which they affect to say,

crlled wpon or proveked tham to make l.hes.u ,a_l.latﬁ_._ri—v—rhul_
how do they suceeed '—They protend that their specinl Re-
port in 1814 arcse outof the, « Ofiicial Papers’—=—Those
Papers ware not howeser prblished by me, but by the, Di. |

rectors of Gireepwich Hospital, who avewedly  considered iy
# their duty to give publicity to the Official Report of Fro.
4 ceudings upon 1 subject sointeresting to huranity, T and to

i state wall-authenticared facts. respecting. the comparative

e merits of the, new and improved operations with, the old
 mode of extruction.” | The omission of the names of Mr:
Saunders, and of the Infinmary in thepe Official Papers, did
nol, a8 the authors of the Report alledge, proceed from want

o informsition, for | had proviously laid before the Board, and: -

preseuted to each. of its members & :._up;_r_.u[ 'le_:kod'k upon
Digeases of the Eyé, in which I had w uu_uﬁ.od.lz_lln,lh;}
merits of My, Saunderss In that work, indeed, | thus express

myself respecting Mr. Saunders. . % Ltrust, Lahall be ex: -
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Ll cnedﬁrmh’nchrmganu knowledguient of thopbligatiols
“ Datiweto my deceased friond nd preceptor, T his -
& rulity Imfhuhli‘lddﬂ!r-!h‘tqmrmi kndlidge of 1wy
“ afthe e forhich Ty led o' the ;mrtrca'aﬂhe bjptrations

wpdednmimenided i his work”

(B my Telter wothe Drirectors of ‘-'Jncmmch Howpital,
lelleb wis ot writdn Tort publication’ (although the Di-
mlmntlmuglrr Proper ta pnlﬂl!!:' iy, related salely w ope-
watitns For chinract or artificil pipily mat aite of which had
been taught we by Mr. Saunders.” “Anv'réfererice) thers-
Feirt, it Mirs) ‘ipon tliat Gccasion, would hate feen quite
trte!mﬁnl: anil T'subinit, “thut v liberal wiam mmhl réquire
that T s?rwld'lm silient with regind (o improvements which
expitience and ohservation Bad ‘ehablid me tof efect Sbe
‘cannse thosy ‘impu'memmu formed' 5 deviation from the
rictice’of my" preceptor, who' wonld, as L3 donibt not, were
Bt o dlive,  mast uMq'mmea!l-r approve’ of 'my avstein,
Thieed, i the work to which'T hn.ve_]uﬂ allided,’ - 28y, 1
pribifizhed s Terter, whiich T received from My Hannders, ondy
‘e thorths Before his death, whercin he thiss eongratulites
me upon the success of one of these operatidng,” that for
ettt With' adlicrent iris, and e e F ghalt give'it a fair
ﬁﬁﬂh i"lir'h bl Cases ad mny come in my way #7

e hedical ‘officers) hawdver, will viot, i’ dieir puili-
“citions, Tobirale the ey thit any part of my svdlen’ id
1!||pn’u‘ménl‘ "Wk wl | Fow “eame i |}m “Tamer t,
whose case was mentioned in' | the  official papers, had

i T BRI T TT A LEE e eT ERT ¥
TR By w wistoke of i printer, “this l..:ne:uu-h\‘u! Ehe 10ty G-
wlead of the 2ptliief Fime, T60a -

% The' Report jd 8 bote sbates=s This case in ot -mmum'

“Now, [k Whether (6 ai fedemed, | ferd confidenCiNatit cansob;

anil his' refésal fo sdmit what cannet safely be degied, soficiently
‘Meitrater e Tigetmousmen of thsse from wllom this nw
eimanated.
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thnmawnshrumd performed upon him at the
infirmary 3 nomely, seven eperations upon ong. eve nnd six
upon the other, but without effect, while I perfecily med
his sight by a single operation ! But to another patient of
the London Eye Infirmary, who had been operated npon
for catiract no less than seventecn times in that infirmary,
namiely, ten times mmayclnﬂmnm.uwdm',i
restored, sight by a single operation on cach.  This was in
the case ofa child of about nine years of age, who had been
the patient of Mr. Trvers®.

I refer o these cases; to mmmyown c.hmmr
aguinst; dhe wanton and illiberal attacks of the Medical
Officers of the London Eye Infirmary, who are actaated by
motives which they would not feel it prm.len\t 10 AVOW.
Mr. Buttley's motivejs, however, sufficicntly obvious. The
latter of Mr. Corlett, which is already before the pnhrql.::,
secounts, for the hostility of Mr, Traxers ; 'Ihl- IICF s
friend and colleague, Dr. Farre, has been unsemitting since.
the death of Mr. Saunders; and his lettersin the recont
publication, pretty clearly evince what are his feclings
towards me;

To shew that Mr. Saunders was adverse to me for a.]nu
time before his dea:ll, and to induce the public to believe
that T did not deserve his friendship, the authiors of the
Report give o garbled cxtract from one of my private loitors.
—Upon the publication of a private letter, addressed to an

* Tn my recent publication pen Cataract, Trefer ' to aucther case
of & child, labourivg wnder the same qnnn_d "“ﬂ:“.' wlnm
it hiavin hed the progress of my ogH e s
5;: Tuu:. -n-dml.ne:mi its successfal issue, placed their child
under wy care. This case; was operated upon i the prescoce of
Dr. Bain. The cataracts were compleiely remared in ten days by s
singhe cperation oneach eye, asd at the eud of three weeks, the patient

bad recovered sufficiently o leave town,
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individual now no more; T need not mike any comment—
for coniment enough mnst occur to any mind educated i
gentlemanlike notions) or accustomiad 1o regardjust prin<
ciples.—But the authors! of the Heport are - mistaken fin
asserting, that Mrc Sausders was irre cancileably projudiced
agnimstime 5 Beesinse i W publication st TFxcter, 1 had
designated myself -ns his assistnt at the Landon Eye
Infirary ~<For,in: reply t0- my- explination’ for so desig=
natingmyself, | without: previvady weking Wis permission,
dnd niot, as those authors assert, T defishes '8 Wid refosn] 1o
permititiie sorto ‘e, | was: favoired: with o letter freisn My,
Saunedors, from which ihe r.ﬂlumu. o it entraCE T
wil %-MviBeas Faden,
So¥ous lotter by restpeed my farmer --nnmuh. I have fegely
%m] the disstisiaction which I felt
may Iercfore truly beli
niok Aobher werd
Tir o Wualieoent Wotier M. ncleirs EHis £ reses Dimae o R,
g AT Y sateinont bf being =n ' A st Eid Preidl at'the
Tufierunry, hits exased indre embarrcsmal to me 1hin you Kre sware
ofi=mael | didd wot abject kit thriwgh caprice, whatever your friceid,
M, Milford, may be inclined to think of it, Char Commilipe, te guard
asmlu! may illniss, opd some n|lfh._ 1 view, pechaps to e me of some
. have s oner, aml same 1 ioisly—frr g
'I.‘v‘“ﬂousl need wot waendbn,” Tliave e,
oot this sdgildRen o Tsonlil as Uebe veitéd, thint 1 Bave epiposil
Uheir indestions o dnterested motives, that b nsght furn - e ape
Truindment lo.my swe smadlument, * avl bt § bave, o this dogroc,
deviated from my profession of sumuu; the charity disinterest
Loy Whierefore toiuine, thaf i aay |
i, il may be expressed, that you had
throuzh my friendship and inclaation 1o
that our Committee mny see it in a proper rice,

wBept) e, i808;

= Arn those who fell so liberally torard=. M. Eaunders among
the jupte whe vow slander my character,
i ‘[‘r-cmw-q-l.u these lelters, 8o filly [
my adveraries, am ready to shew to as geatlenin acquainted
with the manuscript of Mr. Sauders. &
E
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With the request of Mr, Saunders I complied on the
first_opportunity, namely, the publication of the Report
of the West of Englad Eye Infirmory, in November,
1804. = 3

The framers of this Report, when thiey unjustly aceused
Mr. Saunders of having withdrawn his confidence from. me,
of sn entire change of sentiments towards me; were nob pers
haps themselves aware, that they, were imputing to his con-
duct a system of confirmed duplicity, becanse passion is
undiscriminating, and their rescntment towands me i un-
controlleble,

The Committee affect to dispute my assertion, that * as

none of those mow practising ws Oculists had ever scen

Mir. Sminders operate for Catdract, I am the legitimate

aueeessor of that eminent Goulist, declaring, that I was

not made aciuainted with his improvements later than

1807."

But I am in possession of & letter from Mr. Sauniders at
the close of 1808, whercin be says, @ If I bad had any
& ghing of imporiance beyond what you bave sech mic. prae-
& tise in the department of the Owealist, T showld not have
 delayed to commuuicnte it 1o you.”

]:[u]-n this extract, combined with the other quotaticns
which I have given from the correspondence of Mr.
Saunders,  his disposition to communicate o, me any
improvensents. which he made will, I think; lardly be
doubted.

Denying then the declaration of my sdversurics, and
repélling  the mstnuation that I ever applicd through
Mr, John Milford for that place at the London Eye Infir-
mary, which was recently occupied by Mr, Travers,
having the outhority of Mr. Milford for thus publicly
usserting that e neither was requested by e to mike,
por did make, sy such application, T still niintain the

* Sea pull.

&

justice of gy pretension 1o the chameter of Mr. Saunders's
sugecesor—Like him T served o regular appren i

the late Mr. Hill, of Barmnstaple—like him, 1 completed my
studics at Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospital,—1 had seew'ths
whinle of his practice for wore than twebve months, during
which { assisted ar hisaperations, both public and private:
Tdad wlso most extensively oarriod his practice imo effect,
as woll as materiidly Goproved npon it at the W et of Enge
loud - Eye. dafirmury—avhite Me. Fravers, when app

by tbe Loodon Eye dufiemary to saccced Mr.

laandd lintle ar novpractical knpwlsdgein 8

He hail bud; indced, no personal comiesion whatever with
M. Saundors, and therefore bad to lesrn that gentlemans
praatice at secondshand,

Betweed Mr. Traversls cliims therefore and mine, T shal
teave it o others thom she framers of the late Report to
dotermine; while Ahe profession will decide who has, since
the death iof Mr. Saunders, contribiated ‘most to the ime-
provement of Ophthelmic Surgery,

Butfurthor' the Committee declare, hut they can find no

trace ol dny comespondence between Mr, Saunders and me,
bater thian May, 1509,

Lbave now befare we from Mr. Saunders, a letter, dated
e @0, 1800, which beginewith excusing bimself for not
pnawaring . my - preceding detter soomers stiting the shock
he had received by the sudden death of his sister. dnd
this veryiletier, e Lt cobserved, wheesin: Mr, S:
uilddressos me as. wanal, by the afiedtionate pp i of

snnders

o guy Bear Friend,”” wis written within ive wedly ufter

Lhad made o dum ihe proposal of commum T to the
Comminder-inaChiel, his practice Tor the cure of Oph-
thalmia, which. praposal, the Medicel Officers would |
hig diniends - and the \public suppose Mr. Saunders consi-
dered as an ungenerons dtteimpt onany part, th anticipate
Ao o the communication of his practice. Bt the mind

E2

have




of Mr. Smunders. was as incapable of the Jow illiberal jeas
Tonsy, as of the doworight duplicity which, in their eager
atlempds (o injure my chamcter, . his colleagues would - im-
pute to s conduct.

After declining to permit my communication: of the dis-
covery alluded w0, I addressed o him a letter of explina-
tion so satisfactory, that e promptly gave me: eredit - for
my mofives i having mwade e proposal, amd jusily wp=
preciated my rendy, complinbee with hisi wishes.  Our
fricadship continued withont interruption. . Within o fort-
night, indeed, before bis death; be sent me; through a
gentleman of Exeter, a subseriber to the West of England
Eye Infinnary, a particular application for the eye; accom=
panieid by o letter, couched in those terms. of kindnoss
which be was accustomed 1o employ, - But Mr. Milford,
whose letter upan the, suliject is inserted in my letter to the
Directors of Greenwich, Hospital, and who had s conversa
tion with Mr. Sawsders three days before bis death, | testifies
to that excellent man's unabated solicitude for my welfare,

With regard to the editing of the work of, Mr. Saunders,
1 showld deem, it absurd 1o reason with those whe could

think me capable of the infamous a3 well ax truly ridiculous.

propesal mentioned, Ly M. Desne-—for common senie
wonld forbid the beliof of such & story—no man, indeed,
in the labit of esaminiag probabilities, could-attend to iy
for a moment.

M. Denne says; 4 that [ mfmmvad_hm Mr S.undeus
“ work was in & state of great fopwardacss, if not alrendy
i the presss e 1 considered. it would: be most advan-
i tngeons to me to have the credit of il—to have smy ame.
# anserted in ligw of that of Mr, Saunders, ‘amd to be con-
“ sidered the anthor ; adding, that if, those dosirable points
“ could be obtained, I would veadily, pay Mrs. Saunders
“ one bundred goineas, or whatever sumher friends might
o consider an equivalent”  Neow, to- oblain for me: those

29
advnntages, which it was lledped T sought,  the  affuir

minst necessarily be transacted wiih the  wtmost SECTECY §
and o prevail on Mrs. Saunders 1o accept the sum offered,
for sumvendering the fame and honour of her lishand ; ex-
traordinary delicacy must he observed, lest the friends of Mr.
Saunders. should have any intimation of what was going for-
ward. How then was all this to beaccomplished ! Dy, Farre
was in possession’ of the mawaseripts he was, aceording o
Mr. Diearie’s statement, to b, made the accomplice of my
design; and-was 1o askist meé in the completion’ of the
work 3 but i e withheld his assistance, * Mr. Jolinson,
of - Exetor, {another friend of Mr. Saunders) was o be-
wome 1y coadjutor ;™ and i one hundred guineas™ was
not judged saificient, - Mrs. Sounders's JSriends” were to
decide wpofian’ equivalesit ™

Here: then'is a complieation of machinery, and a varioty
of dramatis persona, for the: execution of - plat: which
nawsy atill il unless: seeure of profound. silence and’ se-
erecy. ) Butwere even all the persons who were to Comope
rute with me to preserve silence, still 1 could not - caleulate
upon arrognting throligh such surreptifions means the merit
of Mr. Saunders’s work, beeause, four months befire Lis
death, in my letter to the West of England ye Infirmary,
alveady. quoted, (p. 1130 bad espressed ny expectition uf
this wwl ennmerting the discoverics which Mr. 8. pro-

1 posed to promulgate in that publication, while Mr. Saun.
ders himself hid, ten months béfore his death, announced
his intention of publishing it.

How then could any attémpt to make the unworthy use
of this work, which is atiributed 1o me, possibly escape
detection !—Or can any person of common discernment
suppose me eapable of mialling such o proposition to a bay
of twenty years' of age, and's jinior clork i the Bunk of
England —especinlly after T lisd been apprized by that re-
spectible gentleman, Mr. John Milford, of the extreme
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prejudice against me in the mind of Dr. Farre, who had this
work i his possession ? ]

Taitaben, 1 sy, possifile, that I could putmy charecterin
sueh a state of jeopardy, apon the speculation of obisining
anch an impracticabde digect !

I wrote a full and explonatory letter 10 B, Farre, upon
this sihject o5 saon as © became acquainted with it, which
1 reguested hima 4o lny hefore the Commitiee of the London
Eye Infirmary. This detter, after porasing it, Mr. Jobin
Millford forwarded to Lir. Farme, who now dewics having re-
ceived it . Litters sent by post generally reach their des
umation ; or, if not, are miwreed 1o those by whom they ane
wiritten, andcetamly it has never boen eeturmed 1o me,

The propasal dor editing Mr. Saunders’s work, which T
uctually made through Mr. Jolin Milford, woold have been
much more productive 4o Mres. Saunders;, than was the
eourse pursncd wnder the direction of Dr, Farre, - Mrs, Cal-
kett {Smumders) hesself confessed hor misunderstanding apon
this subject in a lsnter o me, drom which the following is
A Eximel

« Your intenticns | camnot but consider have been misusilemntood,
Commeon justice, as well as gratitisde, comgicl me to declare the omme.
1 an beartily cencermed 1o have boen the canse of dissension between
yoariedfamil the Commitiee ofthe London Eye Infirmary, but hope the
e r ca ot possilily injisre yom iv the slightest deger, and may vet
be amicatily afjfuted. Pormy o part T am monebon satisfl ;
gratefsl am 1 for gowr continnad fricadsebip, which st have been
wivally disinterested, or you conkl nol 3o readily have forgives my Lite
conduct, 1 sadly wisumiderstond your formser proposal, respeeting the
manescript of iy dear lale laussaiml—shach ciases me U iBors Fea-
ily now to eredit your infegrity,”

Bt is curions to-observe the strain in which Dr. Farre ad-
werts tohis services i proparing ond disposing of the work
of Mr. Sapnders.  To save metfvom any change .of perver-
sion, I shall quote bis own words,
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£ Lopy of Tinquiry made by better, addressed by D, Forre
to Messrs. Longman and Co., whe published Mr. Sann-
ders’s posthumous work,

4 Mr. Saunders's pesthumons work comisls of eight plates, and
810 pages of ketter.press, besides 48 pages of fntrodoctory usatber,
G this weork My, Saumders had prepared for publieation, three figures,
oonaditi gt ondyy of ame plute, eaid 48 pages of L '

1ok, What theen, Centlemen, would you have given for that part
of the work whicl the anthor had prepared ?

= 2illy, OF that work, i comgleted by the editor, 750 copies were
prsbslisbred, mnd il the expenses were defrayed by your house, At the
end ef elghtoen mosths, §31 00k of the 750 copies were sald, and a
prefit of 1540 was paid to M. Colkett, besides %00 for the copy-
right.

“ Copy of the reply.
# Loweos, 17th Feb, 1514

o Daan Sin,

“ In cowmnpliance with vour request, we herewith tranamit the fisl-
lowiiig snswers 10 your qeerbes respeeting the poblication of M
Saunders on the Eyr,

* M. Saunidérs's pesthumens work,

Nt W alsoulbd wob bave porchsed, api it i dosbafulil we should
have taken the expensis on oumselves, of the work, a8 it was com-
pheted, e, fee,

= qulfy, The abore is doabitless o handwmse returs, and withoat the
exertioms of the Conamitber, we consider it improbable that any
profiis would have orisen from tho speculation. -

™ Mrs. Sanoders having received 1341 5o, 84 profit fiom the work,
withost comlting the editor, fmproviden Uy sobd ke right wed interest
i 11 romaiing copies, on which all the exmeics kad been i
exeept on theplates for B0 copies: togethes with her right snd intereat
in all fature_editione of the work, For the sm of ffty powady.
Mesrs, Losgman and Co., ‘who were the | :
actidl im the moest handsomi and lhersl wmamer, e )
dere snreived, anefiort wonld have iwem made to direct the Hiberality
of that respoetalide hows o bor advantage. ™
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Tt appears that he who over-strains ingennity and perverts
facts, to fix upon me the imputation of desiring to depreciate
the fame of Mr. Sounders, has no objection’ whatever, to
say the least of it, very largaly to parficipate of that fame.
He declares ¥ that which Mr. Seunders had prepared
for publication, consisted of only 48 pages, and thee
figures forming a part enly of one plate ; but that be ex-
tended it to 216 pages and 8 plates.””  His bookseller states,
and he himself thinks proper to publish, that < he{the
“ hookseller) would not have purchased the wark in the state
“ in whichiit was left by Mr. Saunders,” sdding, *that

without the exertions of the {.‘.o'rmnill.ee,: he considers it

improbable tlat ‘sny profits swould have arisen from the
speculation.”

Mrs. Sanuders, therefore, “received for her hustand's

work but' 1540, profit upon G54 copies, snd . then sold

her right and aterest in 119 remaining, copies, upon
which all the cxpenses had  begn  paid, eseept on . the
plates for fiftyscopies; together. with her right to sad
interest in all future editions of the work, for the sum. of

5017 She received from the committee of ithe Lowdon
Tye Infirmary ‘a gratuity of 500 and two years' aonuity. of
400, muking in the whole a swm of 314/

Had I been permitied to edit. Mr. Saunders’s wark, my
proposal was o give Mrs. Saunders.ong bundred proiiads—
weith the whole of the proceeds frony its publication . ad-to.
add to Mr. Satmders’s. manuseript the resultof my own ex=
perience, with respect to those discases treated of by him.
Tt wwas alsg my intestion to add the disceveries and improve-
meuts which I had eifected in the treatment of other diseases
of the eye, and which I publisked the year after the ap-
peuratice of Mr. Saunders's work, Upwards of six hundred
copies of this work have becn already disposed of,

The reader will determine which would have been more
advan for Mrs. Saunders; that-her husband’s post-

a3

humous work should have been edited by Dr. Farre or by
me

Having, [ presume, satisfactorily repelled the charges
adiluesd apainst me o the recent Report, as well as estab-
lished my veracity in regand to the statements contined in
iy Letter to the Dircetors of Greenwich Hospital, [ cannot
think it necessary to trespass longer vpon the reader’s
attention.

[ have shewn that the Medical Officers who fromed
the Report alluded to, have most unjustly censured iy
conduct,  'They attribute to me 2 disposition to depre-
ciate Mr. Saunders, whom I hove never ceased to praise,
and to injure the Lowdon Eye Infirmary, which 1 have
always wished to serve.  They wouold use the character
of Mr. Samiders and the Infirmary, 23 a shicld for fhem-
sélves and as @ sword aguinst me.  Their misTeprese-
tation, with regard to both these points, would alone serve
to illustrate their chameter and object.  For where writers
resort  to misrepresentation, the  conclusion iz natural,
that they are themselves sensible of the want of any valid
grounds of attack.

But the art which soggested the assertion of my ene-
mies, as lo a preswmed hostility on wy part towards Mr.
Saunders and the Infirmary, is quite obvious. They
wished and hoped, through the well-deserved popularity
of Mr. Suunders and the Tnfirmary, to mise a cry against

* As u proof that [ was corrcet in my sssertion, that Mr, Ssimdens's
work was pablished in an injudicionsly expensive form, whernhy its
sule was rotanded, Dr. Farre says 2 third edition s now calbed for,

The second edition, belonging o Mesrs, Lougman, was published
bz expensively than the first; and without any exertions o the part
of the Coamanittes, it appesrs, has been sold in Btile nsore than twe
wears ; while the first was not disposed of within double thst time.

¥
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my character, by imputing to me a disposition to injure
both, They would, indeed, ascribe te me the disregard
of trath and of gratitude, cspecially withi vegard 10 Mr.
Saunders, whose skill and hamanity are the subjects of
glowing eulogium, when (it is their object to taduce me
as his presumed censor, but whese fame they would let
down - very slily and smoothly, when they desire o ad-
vance ‘the reputation of D Farre, or the extent of
their own influenee, as the patrons of his werk !

Now, as to the allegation that [ have misrepresented the
case of Mis. Saunders, my statement, I repeat, was founded
upon the cvidence of Mrs. Saunders herself, accompanicd
by corroborative testimony. L6 1 were, misled by that ovi-
denee, no candid, considerste moum, woull therefore. eon-
derun me, for | shoald be merely in the conditicn ofa juror
pronouncing a verdict upon false vestimony.  But with re-
gand to the evidence of Mrs. Suunders, L put. this dil
Either that evidence is entitled to credit, orit is net—ifthe
former, the statement which my adversaries call “ fulse and
calummions,” i completely - substantinted ; if the latter,
what becomes of the: suthority of the letter from Mrs, Saun-
ders, which my sdversaries insert in the Appendiz to their re-
pori(p. 77); which, by the by, is the only testimony they ad-
duce of tseir kindness and humanity towards that Lady ;
and which letter, it will be observed, was writien immedi-
ately afier the publication of her husbund’s. work; before
the, anpuity was withdrawn from her, and before she suf-
fered the distress consequent upon thatact,

But independently of the evidence of Mrs. Saumlers
I have intle very Heport upon which I um remarking, amply
sufficient. testimony, from the pen of my own censors, to
maintain the principal allegations which I mude respecting
that Lady, in my Letter to the Directors of Gresnwich
Hospital, T alledged, first, that Mrs. Saunders hiad, upon
the death of her hushand, been granted by the London Eye

Ba
Infirmary on anooity of forty pounds & vear,  for and
:hlrillg her natoral Iife."—secmully, thut this sundity was
withdrawn on her second marriage, through the i
of (the Medical Officors of the Iufirmary.—thindly,
Mrs. Ssmders did not receive from the: publication of her
husband’s work, such an' amount of profiv as she wis enti-
thed to expect.—fourthly, that she suffered great distress—
and all these allegations are admitted in the Report before me,
either expressly, or by implication. . The first allegation s
distinetly stated; for it is absurd to argue; ‘that the words,
for her oateral life, wnder the dircetion of the Coms
mittee;” instead of the words used by Mrs: Snunders; # for
and during her natuml Jife,” materially alter e matare of the
gramt 3 and, upon the fitst vevoeation of the wnouity, it is
sdmitted, that ouly the six gentdemen whdm 1 had named,
were present,

I asserted, that pne of these' six: gentlemen canvassed the
Giovernors of the Iufirmary tooatiend the mecting, subse:
quently ‘called o ratify this revocstion, © The Heport de
clares, “ that this allegation is wnrescrvedly and wholly des
nied by the gmtiamn.', understood o e alluded 10" oI
have, however, the authonty of one of the Govemors of
the Tufirmary, who is a gentleman well known to the majo |
rity of the Committes, to declare, that which he is ready
Lo testify, namely, “ that he was not alone so canvassed by
. this ganitheman ; but farther, that he was infroduced by
 this gentleman  to. Dy Farve himself, on' the above
# gecasion.”

Then, as to the third allegation, the framers of the He}
port completely confirm it; for they distinetly alledge, thag
Mrs. Saunders, without consulting the editor, "‘Iimpru—
vidlently' sold ber interest i one hundred amd nineteen re-
maining copies of ber husband’s work, together with
her right and interest on all future editions of the work, for
the sum of fifty pounds. ‘This sle sufficiently demon-
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strates the distress of Mrs, Saunders, and makes out the
truth of my fourth allegation, independently of the othor
evidence which I have cited,

Whut then luve ©stated, deserving of the epithets, ** false
and calummiousi? If auy such charge: cab be substantiated
agaiust me, [ call upon my opponents w meetme before nny
assembly of respectable gentlemen, aid make out their case
without aws further controversy, I challenge myadversaries to
a fuir trial of the questions in dispute between us, . Let nei-
ther call for o decision upon er-parie statements, or partial
views: but let both meet, face to face, beforen society of
gentlemen, willing ta hear bath sides, and to decide farly.

Let this mecting take place, if my adversaries plense, i
the wery committee-room of the London Exe Infirmary.
The statement of evidence, and the ivestigation of facts,
will not eceupy much tiove ; and, after due consideration,
let such tribunal determine o which  party the epithets of
“ false and calwnmows” are really applicable.—I am
willing to abide by the vesult. I feel satisfied that 1 should
be able to convinee those yery gentlemen, whose names
are coupled with those of my adversaries in the Heport
under consideration, that they have been as much mis-
led as the gentlemen of the former Committee, who have
pow. withdrawn from the connexion,

But I cannot doubi that the Governors and  Subseribers
at large of the London Eye Infirmary will feel themselves

called upon to mark their disapprobation of this, the third

essay of their Medical Officers, to abuse the benevolont
eharacter and just influence of that noble institution, by
rendering its name a passport for slander,—an auxiliary
for persecution—by perverting its popularity into an engine
for the gratification of the spirit and ihe extension of the
currency of private pique and professional jealousy.

a7

POSTSCRIPT.

Tue disposition of Dr. Famre towards me, and his
regard to candoar, the most cursory reader may decide
upon, from the leier which he inserts in the Appendix to
the Report, aud which is addressed to Sic Chafles Price.
In his impartinl examination of my * Claims to an im-
“ provement on the (')[u:mlinﬁ of Mr. Saunders for the
“ Cure of Ophthalmin"—Dr. Fame, to support his own
coficlusion, adds the authority of Mr. Travers and Mr. Law-
fence, stating that * hey find nothing in this alledged im-
& provement bat o slight vartafion in the mode of cirrying
“uto effect the principle of treatment pointed out by M.
& G aunders” " 4

But et the remder judge of the Doctor’s candour from
what followd:—

e gives garbled éxtracts from the opiniens of the me.
dieal gentlemen appointed by Government, to examihe the
merits OF iy practice, in orderto prove that they were not
agrecd ‘on the quistion of Foprovement in substituting the
kmifi for  the scissors.  These extracts  are, mdeed,
culled’ with “so" ek art, ‘that by breaking the context
the  purpon” of “eich opinion s quite perverted.  With
respect  to St Henry  Hulford’s  opinion’s hie says—
“ Now, although the improvément 1s actually asserfed, we
¥ are (o consider the wirds a8 expressing not the fact, but
“ his opinion, which was evidemly formed from the few
“ cases, on which cases ouly Sir IV, Adams’s operation had
& been tried.”  Upon what other cases, may ['ask, was Sir
H. Halford to form his opiiion?

Dr. Farre asserts, that * Dr. Baillie does not go the same
“Jengthas Sir H, Halford ; but says that his (my) mode of
“ operating by a knife of his own invention promises 1w be
4 much moreefficient.”—Dr, Baillie's words, are * I rhink he
¥ (Sir ' W. Adams) has the merit of introducing a prachice
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® wwhich s lkely to be highly waefal in\a particwlar chrowic
Y sate of ophthalmio."— As the late Mr. Saunders pro-
“ posed to accomplish. the sune object by scissors, and ac-
4 tunlly performed the operation in two. cases, the inven-
“ tion of Sir W. Adams connot be considered a3 quite
“ original. ~ His mode of operatiog however by  knife of his
“ own invention promises Lo be mnch more efficient, and
“to be more expeditions i aveouplishing the cure: thaw
“ that of Mr. Sawnders,: and likely tg. preserve the eyes
“ of | many. individwaly which otherwise would have been
L T

" With regard, to- Mr, Cosper's opinion, D, Farre states,
that * instead of asserting that it is an improvement, -he
“ simply says that the knife appears to be the’ preferable
“ instrument.”  Mr. Cooper's words are—* Lo effect this
“ purpase (the loof the granulat the  dnifeap-
opears to be the preferalble instrument, a3 i completely,
 remaves the whole of the dissnsed part, and produces the
“ most expeditions, as teell as the most perfect, cure”

Dr. Farre affinms that % Mr, Abemethy, far from givinﬁ;.

& Sir, W Adams either the merit of origianlity or improve-
“* ment, is simply of opinion that his practice is meritorious,
* and deserving of a fair and prudent trizl.” Mr. Abemethy’s
words are ¢ Sir W, Adnns candidly ackuowledges that he
** derived both bis opinions and the principle of his practice
# from Mr.Saunders ; and fram strongly perceiving the neces-
# sity of sruoothing the inner surface of the cyclids, be wwas fed
4 ta wndertake more bold and decisive measures for this pir-
‘. pose; than world in generol e been adopted.” After stating
i what my practice consists, Mr, Abernethy adds it appears
v mwe fo hace, restored a wseful degree of sight fo several
£ patients, whose cases would in general have been considered
“ desperate : Lam, therefore, of apinion that the practice pur=
“ gwed by Sic W. Adames, in the third stuge of these cases of
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¢ aphthalmia, is meritorious and deserving in general of a fair
& gl prident trinl ®."

But the perusal ofthe whole of the Ophthalmic Report,
which is inserted (p. 25.) in my leiter to the Directors of
Greenwich Hospital, will fully illustrate the fecling and prin-
ciple of Drr, Farre.,  He might as well have sclected half o
sentence ns an exposition ofthe whole, as to have put the con-
tents of that Report in the shape e bas done. His porpese
was 1o present a paraphrastical version under the guise of
literal quotation, with a view to produce an impression in-
Jurious to my professional . character ; while the fact s,
that the Ophthalmic Committee decidedly pronounced in
favour of my practice.

Daoctor Farre declares that ¢ the case of Mr. Corlett, of
t Homerton, has been published by me under gross misrepre-
# seytation.” In compliance with the request of Mr.Corett,
Linsert the following lotter, which [ received within these

few days.
Homerton, May 11, 1818,

o Dean Stny
1 bl this day n pammphibet pist into my hand entithed % Report of the

Committee of e Loadon Eye Infirmary, socasionsd by the false asd
calumnious statements of Sie W. Adams, &c.” o this Heport there is
a better addressed to ibe Chairman of that Committee by Dr. Farm,
im which b takes on uswarrantable. liberty with my same § when
alloding to my better, dated Fobruary 1915, sddressed  to you,
which be sllodges = b pulfished under gross irisrepresentations™

& That letter being inserted, without comment on your part, the
* misrepresentations” if any, must be made by me.

 Ax a friend asd warm sapporter of ihat lasdable Tnstitoiion the

* Is & Jetter which L addressed to Mr. Abermethy the day pre-
ceding that on which hie cpinicn was given, | stated that 1 had
found Mr. Saunderss practice in Usds stage of the disease, * so puin-
S, tlow, mnd imeffictent, that | epdeavoured to substitite some other
e of treatment, by which fhese objections might be svoided.”
The first sentence is evidently in reply to this part of my better, sl
expresses his opinion that my practice was seperior to that of
Mr. Saunders.

+ Sen page 101,
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London Eye Infirmary, Ihbkmhmhnrﬁ I:Ilpu-
ticulsr friend and late colleague Mr. Travers, wha wheli kupws the
. truth o every thing ju that better ; aud 23 | baye reason to befieve that
. nn'l’nrmhmwnhqﬂwﬂwht-dnoulhthndnor
& gentlenian and o man of bonoir, Ive will ok hesitate in gfﬁp'
ﬂhﬁmblﬁewﬁ“n{llﬂm“mmamu M
ihmmilhnaumm the servants who'
abtguted s at the Guikdhall Coffee-Hoe, can (i npplied u:m
bim in refreshing his mensory. i
T am, T.lﬂfSIl'.
\'urobdamlmm,
L THOS. CORLETT™

e o !i.sm;d you deem it proper to take public potice of this pant-
phiet, 1 request yeul will do me the Eavour of giving o place to the
above lties, ue & caution to Dr. Farre never again to take an improper
libexty with my name.” L sady

One observation more on Dr. Fare's' letters, snd T have
done. He appears to think that he has tiot effecied quite
encugh on the present occasion. Prudently avoiding alt
discussion with regard to- the emetic and the Mu.wmg
practice, which bé formerdy proncunced to be the same; he
says, I ahall reserve for the third edition of Mr. Saunders's
“ posthumous work, now called  for by the: profussion, the
* consideration of certain other pm in which [ have n]so
“ 1o contrastthe merit of Mr. Saund with the |
* of Sir W. Adims, especially in the use nt‘Emuu,u
"mqfr.hammlm':lrmgth:pcmu@nfih-
“ Egyptian Ophthalmin.” Thus Doctor Farre threatcns
me with another atack. As klﬂwﬁ-_Edma-\_gr H’I
sician—be resolves not to relux his systematic hostility to
wmy character,  But, having so fully umdibemjm
Of his 'nap , and the ‘cl of his ini epre '
tions, the public and the profession miist, I:mpuraua.d-nd,
approve my dmmhmmﬁlﬂhﬂ llle-l'ﬂj' IQ.WPE
w‘l-unwlruprvdwhm AR y

Pristed by W. cuuu,hwnmm
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