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Dearest Friend,

I have just now heard from Mr, Jowett that he will be in
London on seseee and will give me svevee

I cannot make out about Sergt. Lyne. I hope it i=s all right,
But it is all so out of conforwity with his letter {o you,

I send you copies of the correspondence (Please return to me

the Charge d'Affaires?!, and yours from Sergt., Lyne, for the sake

of Mr, Bracebridge's llemo, on the back).

I think the Charge's cuts both ways and I admitted this %o
the W,0, For surely the British Embassy can look after Sergt.
Lyne to see that he does not let the grave yards go to ruin and
surely they can discover what will be the sum necessary to cover
all this, It was I suggested that lMajor Gordon should be applied
to by the W.0., and not by me, on his arrival in England,

For I have no strength to remew my acquaintance with him,
God bless you.
ever and ever yours
(sgd) F.
Easter londay,




QOPY.

Letter to lr, Bracebridge from George Finlay.

Athens 2l1st March, 1868,
liy dear Bracebridge,

I write you rather to congratulate you on your return to
England and the iunprovement of lirs. Bracebridge's heal th, which we
all learned with much pleasure from your last letter, than because
I have anything to communicate from this that can particularly
interest you. You know my opinions on the politics and policy of
the Greeks from The Times and the Saturday Review. Everything
confirms me in the opinion that the part the Greek Kingdom has taken
in the Cretan insurrection was 1lljudged and will prove injurious to
the progperity of the island and to the influence of the greeks as a
nation on the results of an opening of the eastern question at present.
I admit in the fullest manner the right of the Cretan christians to
take up amus against the Ottoman government but the case is complicated
by the existence of nearly 70,000 greek mussulmans in the island who
cannot speak a word of anything but greek and who camot be put out
of the way nowadays as the 60,000 native mussulmans were in Greece
at the outbreak of the revolution.
I believe that the greek government by guarding a neutrality of a
favourable kind to the insurgents, might, if it had not directly or
openly taken part in the war, have used its influence with the powers
who favoured Cretan semi-independence, to obtain the pacification of
the island on terms that would have saved it from the ruin that is
devastating it, and ensured annexation as soon as Greece ean organise
a jJust and progressive govt even of no very high merit. As 1t isythe
war has lowered the prestige of the greeks by showing the chrisgtians
in the east that they have learned nothing in the art of war. Some
people call the hostilities that are now going on in Crete a guerilla
warfare, but this is a misnomer, wgrfare can only be carried on when
the chief's of bands can enforce obedience, execute movemente and
arrange supplies. Nothing of this kind is the case. The chiefs
can make no fixed arrangements - their followers come and go when
they think it = no supplies of provisions are collected and transported
and for months more men with arms have been living by extorting
provisiong from the villages than have fired a single shot at the
Turks. Thus 1t is that helleniesm is becoming unpopular among the
christians in Turkey and Russia is every day gaining ground ag the
only real power that can both overthrow Turkey and maintain order
after the overthrow, I think however, that Russian asgent 8y if not
the Ruseian gov®, have acted very gellishly and hardly to their friends
the greeks, In July and August last year, an arrangement might have
been effected had the insurrection not received direct encouragement
by Russian authorities, and the greek government was pushed on to
persist in hostilities that would have produced war had Turkey dared
to act agt the advice of France and England., The greeks are now
80 deeply involved and so ignorant of the altered state of the

Cont 'inuedf. sssee




of thﬂ;{uqatit

international system of Europe that they will not listen to reason,
It is said that negotiations are going on at C/ple and you will know
their result in England sooner than we shall in Greece.

I had a letter by the post on Thursday from Skinner who wae at
Washington and he writes me that he expected to return to Crete in
May with the means of establishing a field hospital in Crete, I
suppose that there will not be much fighting during the summer but
the hospital will not be the less wasted in Crete and will do mach
good.

Here, even the Cretans are at the moment excite (ing) less
attention than usual, for party passions are roused by the coming
elections,.

Mr, Hill appears to have persuaded you that his necessities were
caused by the loss on remittances during the eivil war, but if a
court of enquiry be establighed I fear, many cases of dishonesty
will be found to date before the commencement of the civil war, I
suspect that his conduct has been brought so pointedly before the
British mission that it must be reported home and his diamissal from
the chaplainship must followe. The greeks admire his peculiar talent
greatly, but the British government is disgraced by having mich a
chaplain. I hear every day fresh accounts of conducte) that is
dishonest and approaches fraud if it be not legally fraudulent, but
I have never listened to any details except in the case of Gaspany,
of whieh, though he is my lawyer, I was not informed until it became
known to many. I hope he will be replaced by some young scholar of
merit from one of our universities who will restore the character of
England and the Church of Angland for truth honour and honesty,

The chaplainship might be held by each university in turn for three
Years. I speak only as a gpectator as I am a presbyterian and by
no means inclined to advance in the direction of your established
church.

1 am happy to say, that if my ingquiries are correct, Mrs, Hill
is well off during Mr. Hill's absence, She receives 600 drs monthly
I am told, as rent and good will for the house and school besides
lodging, from M™® Christomanos,

Mrs, Finlay sends her kind regards and joins me in eongratulations
to Mrs. Bracebridge and warmest wishes for her continued good health.

Yours sincerely,

GECRGE FINLAY,




