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JUNE 29, we marcned at 7,30, It was a very cold and windy
night, The tent ropes all became loose in the middle of the nicht
and I hed to get up and tighten them, It has blown hard all day
end has been very cold, Vie came to the Vaal about 1% o'eclock
crossed 1nto the Free State or Orange River Colony at a place
called Villiersdorp, It is a very small village, not more than
houses. Those which were not occupled had a bad time, the Ltroops

were mad lor firewood and they were quickly stripped of doors and
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oW dung fuel, so we were all right. The troops were standing
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about 20 deep outside the store waiting for goods, I took some

flour to the Padre!s wife and she is golng to get some bread made

for us to-night and we are to send for it the first thing in the
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made good progress in crossing the drift here. There 1is a
Committee sitting at Pretoria to consider the field hospital equip-
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nt and also the pattern of the ambulance, Tate has been asked
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feet get very cold over the job,.

ooy 4 ) my A = - 3 " = i
S0th. ihe orders were that we should not star
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and that then time would be

Ox in

convoy erossine the drift. The ri
but the far bank is very steep, and soon get
pings of the animals as they leave the water, and

and muddy. However, we started

about 8 mlles, I had to abandon another male L
)
sore backed pony which I put in instead. I got

bread and sent 2/6 to the cook for

baked

B week and 1t 1is not a bit sour. I tried to ¢

along, but could not manage it, Some men and I

through a lot of wire fencing, but they

away. We are only about 8 miles from Frankfort,

there to-morrow, The is thick

2

arass very
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encamped and we have to be very careful of fire,
I J
JULY 1lst, We astarted at the absurdly early hour
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that we

expected fichting for the baggage was kept back

Shortly after leaving camp I saw a lot of ponles
Kragl, The nstives sald they belongzed to a4 Boer
ommando There wWer nls about 50 apcd of catt

were leavine all behind, some Tommies cam & up =
selves., I got the qulet ones for the wagon, ar

of trouble rot a2 beautiful blacl mar o will
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or two, so I am bringing them alons, We had no opposition in }
.

|

e = - . - . el 4 L | g (N =1
entering the town and are now encamped putside, We eXpect the

Highland Brigade the day after to-morrow, who are coming from

Heilbron. 1

i
i

mails with them. We will a
|

probably halt here for a couple of days, and I am going to try

W
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and get my broken ambulance repaired, I got 6 lbs, of butter at

1/3 a 1b,, not very good, but better than nothing, The General

asked me to go over this afternoon and tell him a few things about
the ambulances as he had to write a report, I told hlm 1 was
writins my thesis on 1t and asked him if I might bring it, He

said "certainly®, and he is keeping it for a day or two. T thinc }

he was rather pleased with 1t.

thick hoar

i
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2nd. It wa

[

water bottle

o
.

frost, I was quite warm encugh and had a T
£i1led with boilins water for my feet. They get so cold that I |

can't ret to sleep for an hour witi them, T ot the A,.5.0C.

wheeler early to look at my broken wagon, &nd he sald it would
ays

t ﬂ."'_'-.. E 2 f‘i a

General sald that I mlght leave it behlnd

quicker than that, SO I sot the necessary wood and brought it

back arain, Then I got 4 wheelers, at & o'clock, and they startec
on it, and by dark had almost finlished it. gave them tea and
they were very pleased, The CGeneral passe in the evenlng




and was glad to hear of the progress. Vie sent cut a force this
morning towards Hellbron and they came in touch with the Hizhland
Bricade about 10 miles off. Their Mounted Infantry thought that
they were Boers and fired on them, but soon discovered their

mistake., They will be here to-morrow and we shell probably move

on Wednesday

towards Bethlehem. This is about 80 miles off, due

:_I

south, and then we shal most probably move on to Harrismith,

which is on the Natal border, We hear thet our mails are due to

arrive in Hellbron to-day and a&s we &are not moing thers don't

J e L e

know when we are going to get them. Ve got a lar
mealies in the town. I have just been sent 5 skeletons of mules.

At least one was abandoned by Tate a few days ago. They often

get colic and have to be left on the veldt early in the morning,

but they sometimes recover, and are plcked up by some other nunlt

i)

which is following., I saw one of mv castaways this morning in

an A,S.C. wagon in the town, and the poor brute was dying of

i

pneumonia. The bread I got at Villiersdorp has turned out a sell.f

4 loaves were not bad, but the rest has been made of inferior
Flour and we can't eat 1t, I expect the good lady was malc]

other people as well as for us and the flour got mixed,
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like another day's rest hers.

JULY 4th. We did not start till 5.30 a.m,, so we were able to

send all our sick into the town to go back to Hellbron by empty

wagons., There was a nasty drift 1 ]

s e d= omar -~ L T P b =
"t near the town, and I got behind

|

my proper place owinz to a Battery getting in front of me,. The
Highland Brigade had also got in front, and as .we~’ came up they
halted, I heard Fighting Mac say to my Staff Sergeant "what

thing is that?"

=
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is a Cavalry Brigade ambulance", Then I noticed that he was a

Generel, and so I added "Sir". He at once became very civil and

™

said: "You are very far behind". So I explained what hed happened]

We had a fairly easy trek, and I rode my new black mare,
dhe had foaled months azo, she is a very pretty beast and everyone
stares at her. I had her fore feet shod, but no-one could go near
her hind ones. She 1is very nervous, but improves every day. The
Sergt, who was with me Wwhen I got her has been nicely sold. Nexb
day a Rimmington's Scout brought a kaffir along and he claimed the
pony. Like a fool, he believed the story and let them talte her.
The scout promptly went to the 1l6th Lancer Lines and sold her to
one of the men for £6. The sergbt, founa this out and reported it
to the Provost ifarshall, who has the mare at present, We had a
very long and steep Arlft to cross before gmetting into camp, and
the country which we have passed through lately has had stone
pillars instead ol wooden fencing posts. The result
reat scarcity of fuel. I sent some men shead to get some posts

b
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was just behind, and so I answered, "that thing




which

saw in the distance and so we are all right for to-nigzht
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I got four sacks of mealies out of a deserted house to-day, and 1
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picked up a rippinz pony which had been abandoned; 1t 1s one o1l

the most willing beasts I have seen, A swinglet
before we got into camp, but fortunately we had got over the drift
and so 6 mules were able to bring it into camp. Another of my
wagons is breaking up, but I think we shall be able to bring it

along. The Highlanders have all discarded their helmets and ar

[

wearing slouch hats. I must get some photos of them, and one of

¥acdonald if I can, We are now breaking up one of the wheels of

every wagon which we come across so &s to render them useless to

the enemy.

JULY Sth. We had one of the coldest nignes We ave yeu

experienced, No orders were issued To march, and so we stayed in

% -

ped t111 7.30 a.m.. At 9 o'clock we got sudden orders to march

as soon as possible, We got under welgh and soon heard £ pom=-poms

Gt

firing in the distance, but none of our column appeared to know

whose they were, We came to a fine lot of posts, and laid in

several., We dawdled along and got into camp just before dark. £

fine herd of Blessbok passed and repassed several times and I was

a il

wishine that I had s WMauser. ceveral officers! servants went

after them and killed o or 4, Thew arve a little blgrmer than black

buck, but with lighter coats, and norns like Chinkara; one had

5 ¥ - -

nad its les blown off some days ago and one ol thé lLancer olllceld




up they didn't quite know how to get it to camp., I told them
to put it on my wagon and I would take some when I got in, I
took a leg end the liver. The saddle was too thin. One driver
had been in the 6th F.B, at Sauger and knew me well, VWle came
to some small farms and pot a lot of forage, The looting of

hens and pigs was something awful, The provost blokes - as the

men call them - just turn their backs and don't preterd to se

o]

After all, it 1s rather hard to expect men to leave food alone
as they pass along. I picked up a ripping pony end turned a

rotten mule loose.

JULY 6th. Last night was the coldest yet. A jug of water on
our table froze., We started at 7-30 for Reitz, It was supposed
to be 8 miles but turned out to be 15, On the way we came to

a nice farm tenented by an old Boer and his wife, There was &
4-wheeled cart - something of a van -, The Col, in char ge of =&
Battery wanted to take it for his Mess cart, but one of our
fellows named Thomson, said it ought to be kept for an ambulance,
The officer of the Household Cavalry who was taking it
if 1t would be any use to me, and I jumped at the offer. He to
me to teke it and give & receipt for £64 for it, It holds sbout
10 seated inside and 1s very nicely done up and cushioned: 4
miles drew 1t easily. VWhen I came .Lo teke it away, this Col.
said "have you pgot 6 good horses to put 1in thils cart? 1t
very heavy and will stlck at drifts and you will have to abandon
1t later on and unleass you have the horses there isn't much usc
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in you teking it now." He alsc sald that he wanted it for his
Battery and I told him it would be far more use to me than to him
Then he changed his tune and said that he had proposed it as an

% |

ambulance, I thanked him and saild that I should be able to manage

to teke it along., I picked up two good ponles to-day, one

v, ust

Cacte

fter leaving camp, it was a Boer mare which had been caught and
ridden by one of the Household Cavelry and he had given 1t a sore
back and then turned it loose, I caught her after a lot of
trouble and later on put her in the pole of one of the ambulances.
She took it very kindly. I have now 1l ponles in the teams and
they all work well, Only for them, I don't know what I should
have done. We got to Reltz ﬁbcut 2 o'clock and are in & very nice
erassy field, We shall probably stop here for to-morrow at any

L T X . e — o 1 A 144 11 - m o sy J
rate, It is a very small, dusty little village. There are about

oY

45 sick and wounded here of our's, who were captured at different
places, They are chiefly Irish Yecmanry who vere wounded at
Lindley when they were surrounded, and fought for 5 days. They
were left here in charpge of one of their rumber who happened to
be a doctor. Hunter with the infantry is about 10 miles behind

us, so we are pretty certain to walt for him to catch us up.

JULY 7th. To my great disgust we marched at 7-30. I plcked up

2 sore-backed ponles just after we left camp, but I had to cast

my little black mare. T notliced that there was a creaking in the
spine and thought it might be rheumatism, but to-day sne began to
3 SRS o Fa R | - | T | PR T S R Y -,-":.'t-l e Ber alone T vy
drags her hind ler and I had trouble 1n gettling her along, 1t was
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cbvious that she had had some injury to her back some years ago and

is only fit for breeding purposes. I gave her to a Boer on the

road who had brought in hls arms and pony and was pgoling back to his
farm which was close by. He was very poor and couldn't pay anything
for her. We had a long tiresome day, but halted about 1 o'clock
near a farm and I manapged to get some food., This farm was occupled
by an old chap and hls wife and there was quickly not a fowl left
to them, BSome of the men got into his vegetable garden and teok
what there was. Then they got digging for potatoes and struck a
box which was buried a few inches below the surface, They had it
out and fourd it full of clothing and other stuff, It was quickly
divided and tsken avay. I heard about 1t and went and told the
0ld chap and asked him if he had any other things buried to go and
stay in the garden, He said that he had been told that our men
robbed and looted all before them, and as he hadn't been on
commando he didn't know the difference so he pubt his wife's clothes
and scme of his own in the box and buried them, I explained that
everything would have been quite safe if he had left them in his
house, and he quite saw that it was so.

The place where we are to-nlght is full of horses and cattle,

» ¥ o

consequently we are getting into a rich part of the country. I

maist make some bread to-nicht,

JULY Bth: Ye marched at 7 o'clock and i1t froze hard for about

half an hour after we started. My moustache was full of lece from

o 1 o T 1 o L e - .| el el . e e S oy e I
my owI DIreatin, Howaver it- 500N wWwarmed u o a1 CL Quitc GOl -1.\{"'- Lk
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On the way back we met Hunter and the rest of the Highland Brigade,
I heard that the Boers themselves looted the town, They told the
inhabitents that we were about to shell the town and that they
mast look out for themselves, They went out and bivouacked on

the veldt and in the meantime: the Boers helped themselves to what
they wanted. We have taken uﬁ a good many bulldings as hospltals
and there 13 a Cerman ambulance there as well, I saw a very [ine
post on the way back ar 1 sent baclk couple of natives for it.
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Ve are still
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ward it on

sirpnature ar
Fe sent it back and had

fully thought out paper

He

other letters.

as followa:

dl

of mounted men wilth

Mounted Infantry.

proceed to

a convoy of 100 ox wagoens,

at B8=30 and
that our

carrying

way and that

the line, a

it e o ]
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and he

who is

to

i wrote "“forwarded

had read 1t %l

"owing to the difficulty of rationing

. Fal "
stance Tron

leilbron to-morrow,

4
marches

maila

nd so be

we started

short of firewood.

I sent the the Australlian

n to Williams,

acting of this Force and asked him to for-

=
=l

|._...

the F,M.0. 8t Bloemfontein, I prepared it for n

! leaving place for his signature

| written also: “"Recommended that this care-

be accepted as a thesis for promotion'

gagleh] sent it off in the afterncoon with the

gh, I

We march to=morrow for Hellbron. The orders run

a1

horses at this

the G.0.0, has decided to reduce the mumber

force to one Cavalry Brigade and 13500

The 3rd Cavalry Brigade and about 300 M.I, will

The force will be accompanied by

22 of these will carry 112 British sick
40 prisoners will be handed cover to you." We march

the ox wagons with the sick will head the baggage so

will slow and short. I belleve that a convoy

be

for us is on the way here, so we shall meet 1t half
will be good business, At Heilbron we shall be on

more comfortable, 1f only they leave us there.

f our senior majors have been sent down or

ar
L -

romot 1on. whom the Malabar is

passed over, I had a long chat with Carr the Vet: to-

sends hizs love to the kilds,

at B=30, A nice hour, We had a very
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peaceful trek, but the veldt has been burnt all the way and 1t was

very dusty. I went to a deserted farm whic vassed the other

davy and took an ambulance. I got 6 sacks of wheat and a fine lot
of wood, Wheat 1s not very good feeding put it helps the bran
and mealies, 1 picked up two good Argentine horses to-day with

sore backs, so my teams are now locking quite respectable, We came
about 15 miles and got in sbout 3 o'clock. Ve got a fatigue party
and pitched 12 tents for the sick which came lin the convoy, 125 in
all, The prisoners are encemped just behind us, they are & funny
1ot and emong them some very old men and a parson, They say they
don't know why they are being brought along, but 1t 1s suspected
that they knew where a lot of.ﬂur capbured wagons are. They say
that if a force is marching up from Fiesburg, that De Vet has no
chance of escapinz. Trey were very hunery when they srrived just
now, but we scon gave them a good feed, It was amusing to see them

sharpening bits of stick to eat their food with, and pulling grass

)

for mattresses, The Australlen in charge of the sick is a pretiy

b

rough specimen, but a good, hard-working fellow I believe.

JULY 12th: An Australian major who is on Lord Chesham's stafi of

Yeomanry turned up last evening. He had been teken prisoner 10 days
ggo near Heilbron., He and another were just beyond thelr own out-

i B oy oy : 2 3 i 3
posLs arnil they wWere F_.].-'I"...‘"Ei'!'-.l and made ToO surrendel. Lney wWelre

taken to Bethlehem and kept there till the fight began. They hed

4
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leaving the town. After a couple of days Steyn let them

.

understanding that they did not dlsclose what they had s
They had robbed them of everything they possessed, and

.d no bedding. The General sent him on to us to see if
do anything for him I pgave him 3 blankets stltched tog
which formed my Tent D'Abri, and a stretcher, Then we f
he had had nothing to eat, and so we gave him and an Aus
our dinner. He was a very interesting man and said that
have a marvellous system of patrols and pickets.

we should finish the war in the next 2 or 3 weeks. Ve ¢
to Reitz tc-dav and pot here sbout 3 o'clock, There
o [ =1

stock of supplies in the town and it is pguarded by a Hig
and scme srtillery. The whole country between here and

is burnt up cn acecount of our carelessness. There was a
fire in our camp and it took the whole Brigade to put it
grass is long and dry as tinder and it is very dangerous
a fire, I heard that the Boers have raided the farms of

have surrendered and driven off their cattle, and now we

He thought

go on the

we could

ether

ourd that

s

ba ]

Ll

tralil

the Boers

2
#-\.'b-\.

naw

ame along

is & big

hland Regt,
Bethlehem
big wveldt
out, The
to light
those who

are going

to evacuate this place to-morrow and leave them to their fate, All
the supplies and troops are to go on to Bethlehem where they are
going teo assist In fighting De Vet. We pgo on to Hellbron.

JULY 13%th. ‘e started at 8-30 with about 150 sick. I had to give
up my w ns and we pacled thé rest in partly loaded buck wagzons

I travelled viith the column all day and it was very slow after what
01 has been accuatomed to lately. We toolt the Bethlehem narson
along in our wagons to~day, A deputation of hls relatives went to




the General and said that he had had an operation performed lately
on him and his health wes suffering from being brought along on a

buck wagon. This was a lie, but we had to put him on an ambulance
and bring him along. je is not a bad old chap, so we made him

comfortable., On the way I saw a lot of posts and so 1 detached an

ambulance which I had kept empty in case of anything, and went for

Is

D& CK

b

the posts. We filled the wagon and I got >0 the convoy. Soon

after the owner of the place came up and presented an order which
hed been signed by one of the A,S.C. on the Staff, to the effect that
none of the man's goods or stock was to be touched, I said that this

P o]

could not apply to posts which were always taken. The A,5.0, Qitlce
in charge of the convoy who was a captein said: "that I had better
A ¥ L
give up the wood"; I said "all right, there it 1s, but let him take
1t", The man said it was too heavy for him, and wanted help. I
refused to give him any help and said: "in 10 mimutes the wagon
1 &
OTe

L E

would move on." He then offered to sell it, so the A.S.C. chap
him a chit for it for 30/-. This fellow was fighting against us for
3 or 4 months and now we must not talce his wood. However, I got it
in the end, I hear that we are to entrain as soon as we get to
Heilbron, for some place or the other., .Our mules have gone on to
Lindley, for Bethlehem, and a wire has been sent there for them to
g0 back., I trust thev may meet ua at Heilbron. The reason why
Reltz has been evacuated is that the veldt has been so badly burnt
between there and Bethlehem that the ox convoys can't find grass
where there is water as well, and so convoys will have to go via

Lindley. The Landrost of Bethlehem is a Jovial old chap He 1s
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also among the prisoners and is going to send Holt a flag of the

Transvaal and of the Orange Free State for me,

JULY 14th: This has been one of the most unpleasant days we have

ever had, We started off over very hilly country at 8-30, and a
very high wind sprung up, qulte 2 of a gale, and it has blown
hard all day. Beilng a head wind 1% muat have kept us back a good
deal., The dust was perfectly awful and our eyes are smarting like
blazes, We are filthy dirty, and llke gweepsa, We hed a long halt
in the middle of the day and got food and cocoa for about 150 slek
and wounded, Then Just as 1t was getting dark, some Boera were
gseen on the skyline to ocur left, and a squadron of 9th Lancers
went after them. We were halted for a while and then went into
canp, The pgrass was so thick that we were afraid to camp on i%

to
and so nad to move on/another site, It was just dark as we got
the tents pltched and made ourselves comfortable, I hear that

this wind blows like this every day for the next 6 weeks, We have

18 miles yet to go into Hellbron, and start at 8 a,m, to-morrow,

ggggﬁ;ggg:' ¥ie started at 8 a,m, It was much warmer than it has
been, and qulte still, In fact a beautiful day. About 12 noon
the wind sprang up and 1t blew very herd, Ve went along steadily
on a good read and got into Heilbron sbout 3 p.m. I rode ahsad
and went to the Statlonary Hospital to find out about the disposal

of 150 sick and wounded we were bringing, The C.0.

ot a blt of
a fright when he heard the number, I mot X=-- of ocur batch, Poor
chap, he only married just before he came out, and hils wife has

n
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died in the meantime. I got rid of the slck and came back to
camp, Then we were told that we had to go to Winburg via
Kroonstadt, but as we had got a mall, and two others walting to
be sorted, I was qulte prepared for anything. We had great work
sorting and re-directing to the other half. Wine are directed
sprd Cavalry Brigade at last, but they have always come to us
first, even though directed to 1lst Cavalry Brigade, and then we
nhave to re-direct them to the others. They must be very sick,
for thelrs were properly directed, and ours were not. We march
via Kroonstadt as there is no object in sitting up all night %o
write letters which won't go eny quicker, 2 parcels came for
Cottell containing cardigan jackets and Balaclava caps, and socks
and handkerchiefs, I distrihu%ed them among the Bearer Company
and being in command tock a cardigan and 2 doz. hemstitched

handkerchiefs,

JULY 16th: We did not leave until 9 o'elock, I got up at 6=30

and went over and helped to sort the mails, There were still 3
weels letﬁers, parcels and papers. Ve worked hard and aboub 20
men as well and got all the parcels and letters sorted and
distributed by 7-30. I got 3 more weeks' letters. Then I had to
re-sort curs for the men, and put those for the other half Bearcr
Coy. and Field Hospltal into a sack, Then breakfast, then off to
the statlon and set rid of a broken ambulance and & 10-a3pan set

of harness and back to camp - so you may guess I had a bu

T Mol ll-
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ing. I rode on the wagon until I had read all my letters, and
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then walked to get warm apgain, We got into camp about 4 o'clock




after crosaing a big drift. Then I went through all the letters
and papers agein, and re-directed those which required 1lt. Ve
still have some papers to get. . I wonder whether we are golng
about as a flying column and whether we shall be sent on to some
other place, patrolling the country. All our prisoners were
shoved Into the jaill at Heilbron, including the parson, who wepb
ﬁiﬁtarly. The C,I.V's are guarding the whole place, They have
2 cow guns with them, and the place is very open, so there won't

be mueh chance of ita belng rushed,

JULY 17th: We had a very pleasant trek of about 16 miles.
Happened to get water, about 12-30. Vie had lunch and watered
the animals, About 2 we saw the herd of ﬂeﬁsbok streaking awey
In the distance, The Cavalry shot about 6, and I followed the
herd with a Cavalry carbine and ordinary ammunition, but they
went past like llightning, I chanced a shot at about 400 yards,
and hit one. He lagged behind and lay down. My horse bolted off
to the convoy, and I was quite close to the buck when he got up
and went aoff. When we got near the camp we were met by an
officer and a signaller who had come out from Kroonstad, They

told me that we are off to Lindley to-morr W, to head off De Wetb,

I'm trying to get them to take my mail back with them,

EHQE_%EEE: e marched at 8 a,m, and I went ahead with the
Brigade, taking 5 ambulances. We travelled falrly fast anc

halted from 12 £111 1 p.m., so that I had time for lunch, and to
feed the mules, We reached camp at 2-30 p,m,, and I made some

- 27] =




I

bread, We have not seen any sign of De Wet, and couldn't get into
helicgraphlc comminication with Lindley, A dispatch rider has
gone in thils sfternoon to try and get newa., We are only 16 miles

from that place,

JULY 19th: We started at 8 a,m. About 11-30 word came that
Lindley was occupied by Boers, and that they had 200 men thafe.

We pushed on with the intention of turning them out, At 2-30 I
halted to feed the mules, and lunch, I had almost finished when

I heard guns. I got under weigh as soon as possible and found
that the Boers had opened fire with 2 guns from the top of a Kopje
on our left front. They were using black powder, and so were
distinctly seen. We got a Pam_Pom on to them and they soon ceased,

Then we noticed that about 200 mounted Boers were streaming across

2
our right front and trying to surround us. Two guns were sent
against them, and a lot of Cavalry, As soon as the guns eppeared
the 2 Boer guns which had been moved to the right into some Kraala,
opened fire on them. We then turned two more guns on, and got a
proper shelling in return, Heanwhile about 800 Boers attacked us
in rear and a tremendous lauser fire was Dbcuxi on us Thinga
looked very black for us at one time, for we were quite surrounded,
Hoviever, we moved our Pom Pom to the rear, and, all the dismounted

e I
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s We adrove them off, Nlghtfall put an end to the
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fightingz, and we bivouacked where we were. We had only about a
dozen casuwaltica, and none of them were vVery severe, 1 did all ¢
':i-"ﬁ""l i oF o __ﬂ} =T oy wea ~ Ao ~ﬂr} ) =il R T Ko £ - = - -
FEwS LSS, and then went back and brought in 2 wounded Boers, One
had been shot through the chest and the other through the abdomen,
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We had shelled a farm heavily during the afterncon and had un-
fortunately killed a Dutech girl., We don't know where Broadwocod
ia, but we evidently came 1in touch with De Wet's main army. H
will probably elear during the night, but I hope he won't knock
up agalnst our convoy which is coming out from Kroonstad, If they
had been a little quicker this afternoon they would have done our
supply column and baggage a lot of damage,

11-30 p.m., I have just finished operating on a wounded
officer, uniting a divided tendon in one hand, and alsoc removed 2
pieces of segment shell from hils thigh with the enveloping canvas,
I had to work by the light of 3 candles tied together, and which
gave a most excellent light, Then I ligatured a plece of Cmentum
which was protruding from a Boer's chest in front, He must have
been shot low down in the back, and the bullet passed upwards and
forwards through the abdomen and chest, forcing the plece of
Omentum before it. The Brigade interpreter came and got a lot of
information from this Boer, He 1s only 19 years old, and says
that his Commandant had told him that they were bound to win,
because a Eurcpean Power was shortly going to interfere. He also
sald that they had sent two Kaffirs to our camp the night before
to tell us that 200 Boers were in Lindley, and to show us the best
road there Fortunately our General was too cute, and went by
another way, We were to have been led into a valley, and the
Boers, who were all round, would have given us a very bad time,
They were supposed to number about 5000. Wo have these Kaffira
and they willl probably be shot as aples.
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We are ready to move at 8 a,m, to=morrow, but whether the
Boers will attack us, or will have cleared out, time alone will

tell, They know exactly how many we number,

JULY 20th: We were ready to move at € a,m. Our patrols went out

and got fired on, and one was wounded. We hung about till 11-30
a.,1., and then got orders to move back to our last camp. We heard
that half De Wet's force was engaging us yesterday, whille he got
Steyn away. We left the two wounded Boers at the first farm-house
we came to, and 3 dead were found. Shortly after leaving camp, a
Yeoman rode from Lindley and said that our garrison had evacuated
the place and left 40 sick and wounded, The Boers came 1in the same
day and looted all that had been left for them, He said that the
Boers were starving, and he wanted us to go back to Lindley., This
was of course out of the question, but.-we are sending them food,
Qur convoy has arrived, and we hope there is a mail wlth it. VWe

shall now have to follow up De Wet and see what we can do,

JULY 21st. There is no mall on the convoy. We are filling up

from it. Some ambulances and wagons gare golng to Lindley to bring
- [ y
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in the sick, and we are getting rld of ocur wounded to Kroonstad.

A patrol of 17th and a Pom Fom has gone out to reconnolitre and I
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nst hear some Mauser flire on cur rizsht front. Wa probably march
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at 10-30 to follow up De Wet. I am sending this in by the convoy

and hope it may reach sa ¥ o Our Fem Pom has just loosed off
about 20 rounds quite close, Ve advancalabout 11 o'clock, and
the bagpapge went by a road to our left. The Boer rear-guard =Y
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fell back as we went on, We came to a farm, and the Provost
Marshal went inside, The women sald "there 1s no-one here®,
but the youthful Provost pushed on, Then she sald, "my husband
is there very 111", The bed-clothes were pulled off and he was
found fully dressed with his boots on. FHe was removed, and his
farm was pretty well wrecked, Methuen's column had paased this
way some time ago and there were 5 or 6 sore-backed horses
: e

about. I got a very fine horse and hed him trott ed, to see Iif

he was sound. Then I had him put in the pole of an ambulance

with a nice white horse which I also got. As soon as the ambulance

moved, he became so lame that I thought he would fall, I had him

turned loose and he trotted off, apparently quite sound, and kept

up with the Brigade for miles, I can't help thinking he was very

cunning, or else was lame ln the shoulder and couldn't pull,
Farther on we came to another farm owned by a man who had been
excused fighting owlng to short sight., He gave us information
a8 to the Boer position, and his farm was left untouched, but he
had to come along with us until to-morrow, I got a good pony
here. About 3 o'clock we saw the Boers about 6 or 7 miles AWaYy
on & hill and so we halted., The day was too far gone to push on
and attack and they were 1n superior force to us, While the

v y
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from Krénstad which is about 30 miles., He had left early this

[

morning. It was to the effect that if we did not come 1in touch

with Broadwood, or if De Wet's force was found too strong for us

e

(and then the rest was 1in cipher) we were to fall back on

&
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Kroonstad or Hellbron, whichever was most sultable., Evidently

-~

Bobs was a blt nervous about us, but when he hears we have

already glven De Wet the knock, he ought to be pleased, We are

bivouacking in a strong position and will hardly be attacked at
dawn, as occurred near Pretoria the other day., 1 got The locan
of June 2nd "King" from the I'th Mess Sergt who had seen 2 of my
De Wetsdorp ﬁhotos in it, They are awfully clear and artistiec,
at least Tate says so, and he says they are the best he has seen

of mine, I tock 2 or 3 more, and have nearly ancther roll ready.

JULY 22nd, The 9th and a pom pom went cut early and found that

the Boers had gone, We started at 1l2-30 and marched to the same
camp which we left last Tuesday., A patrol of the 9th came in
touch with the enemy about 16 miles off and got chased, They
are probably in a position on the Rheinoster River and we shall
probably take up a position on one of hls flanks and wait for
infantry, Our Engineers were taken from us when we left Hunter's
Force and glven to Broadwood, so when we came to the telegrapn
line which the Boers had cut, we were unable to commmnlecate with
Hrmﬂﬁstad. S despatch riders cams in thils evening from that
place, so we shall know what to do. We had a big grass fire in
camp just before we started and a lot of men lost their kits,

It just escaped our camp fortunately, but the wind being high it
spread like lightning. It has been very cold all day and locks
like rain, Oh how slck I am of thils perpetual trekking ! I
wonder when it is golng -to end ¢ One of our men bagged 16

gaeasa at the last ecamp, 80 wa shall bse well off for poultry for
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a few days,

JULY 23rd, Hine months to-day since I left England, We had

a most comfortable night., About 1l o'clock it rained very hard
and woke me up, I found that nearly all the pegs on the wind-
ward side had drawn, and a good gust would have blown it down,
Tate went out, and I held a candle tclose to the tent wall so

that he could see to drive the pegs, and so we soon had all
secure, but 1t was a narrow shave. We were off at 7 o'clock

and it was very cold after all the rain, hut the going was not
very heavy. At mld-day we halted near a farm which was occupled

by Boeras who had glven in thelr erms and had chits to that effect,
LY 2 -

One fellow had a chit to say he had several times glven valuable

Informatlon as to the whersabouts of the ene ary

T
= 1 A i =il y ="

s

that hls
cattle ete. were not to be touched., They had a lot of very
decent butter which was all sold., I got some of it and our men
took a lot of his mealies. Then we got word that Broadwood was
near, and so we pushed on, We came to the line at the place
where our malls had been burnt and here were the graves of

who were Killed on June the 7th, I took 2 or 3 photos. An
armoured tralin came on from Rhenoster river while I was there,
The statlon builldings were level with the ground. We went on

e o . ™1 = i : . - - 3 L ! | ~ | e i = f= 4 .
to tie Hhenoster and croased by a very bad drift getting in in

the dark., Owling to the exposure of last night our animals were
mich done up., Tate dldn't arrive, and I was lucky to have
brought my blankets and bivouac.
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We moved at 8-30, I went and took a photo of the

but the waggon dld not arrive in time for me to post a
letter and films, The mules and ponles were worse than ever
to-day. BSoon after starting we heard heavy firing to ocur left
front, I had to cast O ponles, and we slimply crawled along.
About 2 o'clock we pgot word that De Wet was holding the hills
for about 10 miles and had a lot of guns, some say 15, s0 he
must have dug them up. They must be in the habit of burying
guns when hard pressed, and making us belleve they have got
them away. We halted opposite the Boer position, and at about
4 o'clock Broadwood's force came across the plain and bivouacited
alongside us, They cnptufﬁd 5 waggona to-day and the 17th had
two advanced scouts captured., We have the Derbyshire Regt., as
well in camp to-night, so if the Boers are still in their posi-
ion to-morrow morning, it is very likely that we shall attack

them. Llost llkely however they will « as usual = bolt,

JULY 25th, It 1s blowing half a gale of wind at present. Ve

i

hear that the Boers are still in position and that unless some-
thing special happens, we shall remain here to-day. Our mail
was sent up from Kroonstad, and a cape cart has gone in to
bring out the letter part of it, A Bullock wagen is going in

at 12 o'clock, so we shall be able to send off a letter or %two.

JULY Z26th, Vie had a blg storm last evening. It came on about

o o'clock and ralned and blew hard until about 9-30, Fortunately
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the wind stopped while it was raining., The condition of the
men and animals must have been terrible, We had quite made up
our mind to go to bed supperless when, at 7-30 Tate went outside
and found a good fire burning at our kitchen. We had a kettle
of bolling water and made chocolate and milk, This, with a cold
fowl, and bread and butter and raspberry jam put us in a very
good humour, Then we found that 3 pegs had drawn, and as I lost
the toss earlier in the evening, I had to go and drive in scme
pegs. Tate went out and I held the candle while he made all
secure, Then I put my ved on the ambulance cushlons and put

the table over my head and went to bed in my clothes, It blew
frightfully hard and one ecan't understand how the tent help up
at all; however, we had a good night, This morning I found 2
mules dead of exposure, and a pony, We halt here to-day, I
have just had a tent pitched over the oven and I am going to
make a lot of bread, I hope we get our mail to-day but I am a
blt doubtful. We hear that Methuen is at Potchefstroom and

we are supposed to be keeping De Wet from retreating, but
probably he has gone already. Ve also hear that he has talken
up a strong position 10 miles from here but I don't think he
would be such a fool, It looks very like another storm, The
bread was a great success and we had 6 fellows to tea from differ-
ent regiments., Some had not had milk in their tea for 3 weelks,
80 they rather appreciated ours and also the bread. The rain
didn't come after all. I got 2 ripping Boer ponies to=~day and

1 hear of a lot more near one of our outposts, which I am going
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after to-morrow, 1f we still halt, Three or four more of my

mules will probably die to-night.

JULY 27th, We have been told that there would be a halt to-day,

but at 7«30 a.m, we got orders to march at 2 o'clock, We were
in bed at the time, Then the guestion arose how to get our
waggons along with the awful anlmals we had., I left Tate to
bring them along and went off with 3 of our Hon~-Commissioned
Officers to look for some ponles, I got 4 sabout 2 miles from
the camp but they were not much good. I also got 2 good head-
stalls off a baby mule and donkey. I sent these back to the
column and went on ancother 2 or 3 miles., Here I found a
splendid horse with a slight sore back, evidently cast by the

. T T T
» rarvaer on 1

Boer:

{14

ot 2 more excellent animals, one quite
fit to ride and worth about £15., Then I got 2 at a farm and
gave a chit for them for £6 the pair, I cast several wretched
beasts and put in the new animals, Then we went off on the
other flank to see what we could pick up; we found a number

of ponies and were trylng to capture some when I saw a Cape
boy coming along. He presented a chit to the effect that the
bearer was permitted to stay on his farm and keep his ponies
and cattle. We let them go, and then he saild he knew where
there were two good poniess belonglng to some Dutchmen, We went
off and came to them, They were 2 very fine animals, one was
knee haltered and they had cut into his knee somewhat, We took
these and drove a lot more about three miles towards camp but
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owing to a gap in the wire fencing they got away. However, we
did not come back empty-handed, for we got an old brood mare

who will do quite well for the wheel, 1 found the 2nd and 3rd
rigades halted behind a low hill about 4 miles from the extremse
right of the Boer position., I was having someo food when they
opened fire on us, we quickly had some guns in action and for
the next 3 hours there was an artillery duel, We had 8 guns
playing on their 3 but theirs were so well placed that although
they were firing black powder and two were qulte in the open
they continued replylng to ours off and on till dark, They
were short of sammunition, so didn't fire anythling like the mumber
of rounds we did. We had many narrow escapes amont the gunners
but no-one was hit, They often put shells between the guns

but their amminition was very bad compared with oursa. There
was & rumour that lrs Steyn had come in from the Boer lines
during the afternoon but I don't knﬁw yet whether it 1s true

or not. Just at dusk we moved on two miles leaving the end.
Brigade where they were. MNy waggons are looking quite respect-

able now and we should never have got here only for the remounts.

JULY 28th., My officlal birthday, nine years' service to-day.
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It has been a glorlous hot day and we got all our camp things
dried and some washing done, The convoy turned up but only had
a few bags of mails and there were none for us. We were awfully

disappointed, However, we learnt that 6 bags have gone to the

Mounted Infantry 12 miles off, by mistake, and a cart has gone




for them. Another complete mail for the Srd Brigade has been
sent on by mistake to Johannesburg. It 1is very slckening that

so little trouble is taken to ensure us getting our mails, The
ond, Brigzade jolned us this morning and is camped alongside,

The Derbyshire Reglment has been left on the hill where the fight
took place yeaterday. About 12 o'clock we heard two explosions
and to-nizht hear that the line has been blown up again. We

are to be reinforced by 2 - 4,7 guns, 3 half battallons of
Infantry and a Field Battery. I had planned another cattle=-
lifting expedition for this afternoon but about 1-30 I got orders
to send out an ambulance with a party to bury a Lancer who was
supposed to have been shot. yesterday about 6 or 7 miles away‘

I thought it better to go myself, so mounted a very large Red
Cross I'lag on the brake and went off with 2 men and the Kaffir
guide, As I got near the kraal where the man lived who had seen
the body, I saw a number of men with something on their backs
which flashed in the sun, and which were evidently rifle barrels,
, move towards the back of the houses. I had to dismount owing
to wire fencing, go with a small red flag in my hand, I went to
the group of Kaffirs who were in front of the Kraal and found

the man I wanted, The Boers didn't come out and I didn't

pretend that I had seen sny. We then went on about 2 miles and
thoroughly searched the place where the man was supposed to have
been shot but didn't see anyone, "It was getting dark and I had
just time to get across the veldt and on to the track before
nigdf fell, The Kaffir gulde, who 1s a spy of ours, was very
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frightened and kept on thinking he saw Boers. Once he declared

there were two riding towards us and wanted to know if he might
run away., I wouldn't allow this, of course, and the Doers turned
out to be trees, Just before dark, I saw about 50 Boers ride
into some kopjes, but no-one interfered with us and I got back
safely. I rode one of the Boer ponles and he was very comfort-

able.

29th JULY, Oour hopes of a mail have been turned to disappoint-

ment. We heard this morning that the cart which had been sent
for them hed probably been captured by the Doers, for they had
nearly captured General Ridley, and had taken a dispatch rilder,
However, the cart came back with the mall bags, but they only
contained letters ete, which had been re-directed some time ago
and whilch should never have come this way at all, We had a

but otherwise a quliet

certain amount of sniping thils morning

wt B

day. I got 3 more ponies, so now am all right,

JULY 30th, This morning we heard the glorlous news that
Prinsloo and 5,000 men with guns and waggons had surrendered un-
conditionally., About midday 450 remounts arrived for our Brlgade
and with them came & Battallon of the S5th Fusillers and cow guna,
We got orders to move to a place 8 miles farther on., The Znd.
Brigade and the Infantry remained where they were, and scme more
have gone to where we first blvouacked. e have now a very big

force round this chap De Wet, and the next few days ought to see

a big fight, or else his surrender. Every morning scme of hi
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men come out and snipe at our outposts which are being withdrawn
after the night, but they won't venture nearer than 2,000 yds,

and so nothing happens.

JULY 31st., We didn't hear the usual sniping this morning, but
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punctually at 8 o'clock a gun opened fire on our right. We went
on a kopje near the camp and saw that the Boers were {iring at
the 2nd, Brigade camp and bursting shrapnel over there. After
about an hour our two 4.,7's came into action and threw a good
deal of lyddite at them, but they still went on gaily for a
couple of hours and then shut up. Then about 11 o'clock we heard
tremendous Meuser fire awey to the left and flve shota from s

Pom Pom., We had sent a squadron and a Pom Pom out in that direc-
ticn early this morning, and they were evldently in difficulties,
However, as the General was with them, nothing much was thought
of it, but about 1 p.m. sudden orders came to saddle up and away
went a lot of Lancers and 2 guns. I prepared to follow, but saw
the whole lot coming back. The squadron had come in contact with
about 200° Zarps who had tried to surround them, but it didn't
come off. Off and on the whole day orders have been coming to
the 9th who are next door to us, to "saddle up", and a few moments
afterwards, "all right, off-saddle", The language of the men
became very bad after a few of these false alarms, About 4
o'clock I got word that a man of the 9th was lying out sbout 3

miles away. An officer and 4 mdn were on patrol, and were

surprlsed, The offlicer's boy ceme back and said that he had
N T T s




seen A man drop and lie on his face, and that the Sergt.Major

was & prisoner, He also sald that he and a man had galloped for
it end got away. I was on my way out when I met the supposed
dead man and the prisoner coming along, ard leading a wounded
horse, 80 I came back. We hear that Brabant is coming up on our
left., We hope that he will be in time, for we greatly fear. that
De Wet and Co. will trek to-night and get away. I have put a
batch of bread with the new yeast in a bucket to-night., It looks
all right but I am rather curlous to see how 1t will turn out

to=morrow.

AUGUST lst. At one o'clock thls morning the Brigade Major wcke

us up and said that he had just had just had orders from Broadwood
that we were to march at 5-30 a.m. sharp, back to the camp we were
last in. This meant getting up et 4 o'clock., Then we were told
we were to proceed to a place called Shepstone about 12 mlles

from where we were and that Broadwood would merch for that place
at 5«30 a.,m, Our baggage was to be left at his camp in charge

of the Infantry. When we got there we heard that Broadwood had
heard from two or three reliable sources that De Wet was golng

to break out last night in the direction of a place called Paris,
on the Vaal. Most of us thought that he had spread the report
diligently and that he would break out in exactly the oppozite
direction after we had left it open for him, The mounted

infantry were after him, then came Broadwood, and then we came,

We had to leave 2 guns at his camp for want of horses to bring
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them along. We reached the place about 12 ofclock and found the
ond, Brigade on thelr way back., We were told that 1t was all rot
end that De Wet had not brcken out at all, We were then crdered
back to the origimal camp and here we are again after being about
o5 miles. Fortunately they sent a hundred men of Marshall's
Horse to hold our Kopje Alleen while we were eway, for shortly
after we left it, the Boers tried to teke it, It is a flat kopje

in the centre of a huge plain, and naturally would have been

=

prather useful to the enemy. Our people were rather hard presse
.and helio'd for help., Two Infantry regiments = Dublin Fuslliers
and Somersets - went out, and a Field Battery, and we met them
coming home., There were three wounded among Marshall's Horae

and they killed one Boer. When passing through the Infantry camp
this morning, I heard that tThere was & big mail for cur Erigade
and I hurried back expecting to get some letters. To my great
disappointment I found that there were no letters for any of us,
only a few papers., However, there ought to be another 1n to-
morrow when our supply column returns, so I live in hopes. Ve
have & large force of Infantry here now end it looks as though

we intended clearing them out of some of theilr Kopjes and warm
them up & bit. Prinslee has written to De Wet telling him

gbout his surrender and we Are forwarding it to him to-night.

I'm afraid my batch of bread will be spoiled owing to the Jolt-
ing 1t got in the wapgon after being kneaded, I lost three ponies
to-day, so must go on the prowl to-morrow if we halt., I took a

very funny photo caming home, The battery mess cart was being




brought along with two ponlies and one got done up. The man in
charge got hold of & 1ittle donkey which couldn't have been
more than 18 months'! old and had harnessed him iIn with the
remaining pony. The combination was so funny that I gouldn't

resist a snapshot,

AUGUST 2nd, I woke up at midnight and heard four distant
explosions. This morning we hesr that the line 1s blown up
again. There was & sharp frost egain last night. I had a great
joh on my riding wreeches this morning., To my horror 1 found
that one knee was split so I took out the spare bit of electh
that was in each seat and patched the knee. Then I hed to put
two seats of khakl inastead. I also put in a small patch in one
thigh as well, Tie ere retting rapgeed and it is quite a ccmmon
sight to see lords and D nourablas walking ebout with leather
seats and knees or patches of tweed over holes in their khakl
cord breeches. The convoy has come in and there is no mail,
but one is promised to-morrow. I am sending the stamps home by
this mail., This has been & peaceful day and no firlng has

pceurred,

AUCUST 3rd, Another peaceful day in camp but no mails have
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errived. The post office Sergt. here oajys he will wire to Cape

Town to send Tate's and my letters always with the 3rd Brigade's,

Kitchener 1is somewhere about here so something may happen in a
day or two. Either Prinslee or cne of his boss officere haa

gone to De Vet to try and reason with him to chuck 1it. Wie




also hear that every other force has given in, but we are a bit
aceptical about 1it. I hear to-day from the Medilcal Officer of
the Battery, that an extra colonial allowance of 1/6 has been
sanctioned since April 1lst., SO that is good business. I think
it most likely that this allowance of 3/- instead of 1/6 would
ve contirnued after the war, and would help one to llve out here.

The flour we got last is splendid and my batch of bread to-dey

was a great success.

AUGUST 4th. About 9 o!'clock this morning we heard heavy
firing from the direction where Knox's Brigade was., He had aix
guns in action and was shelling the big kopjes which 1ie to our
front. Ve were turned out and went about 4 miles towards these
kopjes. Kitchener sat on top of our hill and was talking by
helio to Knox, Then he went over to his camp. Knox had turned
the Boers out of these kopjes and had occupied them, with only
two casualtles. I heard that we were coming back to this
bivouac, so, as there.was no chance of our Brigade being in
action, I came back and hed a ripping bath., The rest of the
troops returned about 5 p.m.. The sun was Very hot to-day

and 1 saw several large plue flies, so I suppose Ve shall soon
be troubled by these pests. I expect we shall leave thls cemp
to-morrov, and go back towards Broadwood's, Ior now that we have
taken these kopjes to-day, we have nerrowed the Boer line somé-

what. and we ought not to be needed Jjust here.
» =y

AUGUST 5th, e moved off at 7=30 and fondly imagined that we
° - *[.1
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had only a short distance to go. We passed the 2nd Bde. under
Broadwood moving in the directicn Irom which we had just come,
and I think the object was to get round the other side of the
kopjes which we took yvesterday. After passing his camp we had

a beastly drift to cross and had to malce part of it. Then we

did not come across water, and went trekking along till about

3 o'clock, We then found the Brigede halted about a mile ahesd
and so we halted and had some food, Here I got the Poast Office
people to sort the mail which we had brought along, and gave them
o ambulances for the purpose, I helped, but was frightfully
disgusted to find none for &any of us. We had just finished sort-
ing when the Brigade moved on. I got 6 splendid mules handed
over to me here, and badly they were wanted, We went to some

round just in front of where we had first cemped when we came

g
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o these parts, Thils was the place where we had such heavy rain,
and lost so many mules from cold. The result is that we have
about 20 dead horses and mules lying all round us, and the wind
blowing from them makes the atmosphere rather polsonous. If we
halt here to=morrow we shall have them all drawn away and buriled.
Just as we had pitched our tent, the Fost Office Sergt. brought
us a bag of letters which had gone to our other half, and had

been re-directed to us.

AUGUST 6th. It blew hard all day so I had a tent pitched, and

the Congo stove put up. I had put a very large quantity of yeast

into the flour last night, and stirred it up amongst the flour,




I kneaded 1it, end divided the dough into 8 loaves, It hardly

rose at all, so I had the fire lighted and the oven gently warmed.
Then I put the bread in to rise for about half an hour. At the
end of this time I took it out and made up a big fire, The
result bas been splendid bread, enough for a week at least,

Don't the fellows who come to see us stare when they see a pile
of bread like to-day's, The M.0, with the Battery showed me

his mess bill since he landed in the country 2 days before us.

It came to £52 and then he was not charged for nearly & month

while he was in hosapital. This is rather a contrast to ours - £8,

AUGUST 7th. Halt at Vled Spruit.

AUGUST 8th, De Wet has escaped and 1s making for the Vaal, We

have started in pursuit, Kitchener is superintending the opera-

tlona, We have reached a place near ( ? ).

AUGUST ©th, Marched to Lindeque Drift. VWe can see the dust of

iy

the Boer force about mlles from us and we don't seem able to

get ahead of them., OSeveral shells have dropped near us to-éay,

UGUST 10th, Crossed the drift and marched towards the Losberyg,.

AUGUST 1lth. Marched to Welveden Railway Station,

AUGUST 12th, Narched to Uitkyk

AUGUST 15th, Marched to Groenfontein. The pursuit is very hot
and we have passed several ammunition wagons which the enemy have

>lown up. This evening about 400 prisoners got away and ebout

90 of them came to our hospital., We managed to give them gome




grub, Poor devils, they were very ragged and had had nothing
but meat and mealies for some time., My horse came down with me
to-day and my knee is mmuch swollen and very palnful.

We are to march at 3 o'clock to-morrow morning and I
am going to try and go on with the Bearer Company. Have just

‘had % grain of morphia and put my knee on a back splint,

AUGUST l4th, Marched at 2 a,m, and crawled along in the

darkness., I had to ride on the box of one of the ambulances.
Knee very peinful and swollen, At 5 a.m, the force which
consisted of lat and 2nd Cavalry Brigades was held up by & heavy
mauser fire, and we had to wait until daybreak. One of the 1l0th
Hussars was shot through the knee joint, and Phipps (the
-medic&l officer) crawled up to him under a heavy fire and put

a tourniquet on the limb, This 1s one of the very few llves
which I have seen saved by a medical offlcer golng under a

heavy fire to render first ald.

As soon as the enemy retired, the Sergeant was brought
to me on & stretcher. There was no sign of the 2nd Brigade
Bearer Compeny 8o I had to attend to him. I put his stretcher
on 2 biscult boxes in the shade of an ambulance and examlned
the wound., I Tound that the knee joint was smashed up and that
the main artery and vein at the back were cut. I at once

amputated the 1imb through the lower thigh., The man was filthy

i |

and I was not much better., The water from my water-cart was

not of the cleanest and yet this case healed up by first
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intention., I got a number of other wounded within & couple of
hours and they kept me busy for several hours. The 2nd Brigade
Bearer Coy and Field Hospitel arrived this evening and tock cver
all the wounded from me, The drive has ended in failure as

usual, Someone left Oliphant's Kex open and De Wet waltzed

through. (Said to have been Baden-Powell,) !}

AUGUST 15th, Marched to Tweefontein to relieve Hore's,

Laager country very hilly and difficult.

AUGUST léth. Arrived at Elands River camp and found that the

slege had been raised, This camp had-been pitched on the top
of a very flat hill and was used as a Supply Depot for columns

moving towards Rustenburg. It was held by about 300 Bushmen

‘under command of Colonel Hore. There was a great deal of

provisions in the place and as there were no natural defences

F5 3

the Boers ought to have taken the lot with the greatest ease,
1500 Boers with several guns appeared suddenly and opened fire
on the place, The first day they threw over 100 shells into
the leager and there was not a single entrenchment made. That
night the defenders worked tooth and nail, The ground was very
hard and rocky, and picks and shovels were fcw in number:
biscult boxes were piled up to make a protection for the wounded.
water supply (which was from the river) was guarded by a
small outpost under the command of Captain Butters, They had
a maxim here. The bombardment went on daily, but each succecd-
ing nlght found the place more difficult to take. When we
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arrived, the place was impregnable, This was one of the most
gallant defences made during the war, In one corner of the camp
were a rumber of women and chlldren - families of surrendered
Boers. The whole of the oxen and horses were killed and were laid

out in rows at one end of the camp, The stench was awful,

AUGUST 17th. We halted here to-day and got some flour from the
laager, All the troops helped themselves to ag much stuff as
they can carry; the rest will be destroyed,

i ' Mounted
AUGUST 1Bth, The 2nd Bde. and all the/Infantry went off this

morning, A slck convoy went off to Krugersdorp and I1got the
Medlcal Off'icer to take the letters and films for me., They ought
to reach safely, and I think the "King" will be the only paper
which will get photos of this laager. I heard to-day that the
mail which we sent off on the day that we left Vlel Sprult chasing
De Wiet, and which was sent back to General Hart's camp to be sent
from there to Rhenester River Station, has been brought along end
was seen In this camp yesterday. This has been done quite regard.-
less of the fact that we crossed the line from Krugersdorp to
Johannesburg on our way up here, and they could have been sent on
from there. The result will have been that you have had no letters
for at least 3 weeks, Methuen has just arrived, we don't know
where we are golng, but probably towards Mafeking., Goodness knows

where we shall get our malls now,

AUGUST 19th, We had to march at 4-45 a,m, so were up at 3=15,
There was a 1ittle moon to help us, and our road now lay through
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the laager lately bombarded, The stench as we passed the dead
horses was perfectly awful. The road was good and we soon got
into a very pretty valley, lots of trees about and very fine
farms. The winter wheat and barley 1s now a falr length, and
also the oats, so our animals have a good time, At our last
camp there was a very large fileld of this stuifl and in less than
12 hours there was not a blade of grass left. If we could only
stop &nﬂ @at up all these ferms we should soon end the war, By
10=30 a,m., we had reached the end of our day's march, and had
done only about 12 miles. We have pegn in a very nice camp all
day, and the scenery 1s very lovely. The climate 1s perfect and
only man is vile, I hear that the country we are In has been
handed over to Methuen to subdue, and that we are likely to
patrol between Mafeking and Pretoria. We are moving at S ol'clock
to-morrow I hear, but why liethuen should turn us out et =15 in

order to be in camp by 1l or 12 o'eclock, I can't make out,

AUGUST 20th, We didn't march, so have had another quiet day in

camp, I had my horse cllpped to-day. VWe can't hear why we are
halting here, nor any news of what lie happening, We march at

5=15 to=morrow.

AUGUST 21at, We have marched through awfully pretty country to-

day. It was so like the Indlan jungle that

L®)
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I had hard work at
times not to think I was on the march from Sangor to Jubbulpore.
Any amount of trees, and bushes, and long graas, We were on

the main road between Mafeking and Pretoria, and goinpg along the




game road which Jamieson the raider toock some years ago. About 5
miles from Camp we came to a Boer house which had just been
deserted, There were a lot of good things in it, so the people
mist have thought it best to run away., We got a lot of mealies,
and a couple of buckets, and an iron tripcd for coocking. About

2 miles farther on I found a herd of donkeys and took 9 good cnes,
We halted here for a bit and Tate came and told me that one of
the ambulances which I had left with him had been run into and
the axle bent, and that he couldn't bring it along. I went back
and found that the axle of the front wheel was badly bent and
that my wagon orderly was taking the fore-carrlage out, and was
going to strengthen it., Some engineers were passing at the tlime,
so I got the Officer to tell off 3 men with hammers to do the job
for me, We got the axle off and a big fire 1lit and in a couple
of hours we were on the road again., I met Burtchaell here and he
seemed glad to see me, I also saw a big head of cattle beling
driven along by some Colonials so I thought it was a good chance
to get a cow, I saw one with a calf about 2 months old, and a
fair udder. While trying to catch her I saw one which was goling
to calve in a few hours, so after a lot of troﬁble we caught her,
and she was like a wild beast, However we manﬂged to get her to
canp, about 6 miles on, and she calved at once., S&he is a splendid
coww and I hope she wlll soon get tame, At present she 1s a devil
and we have to keep clear of her horns. I have told off one
native to attend to her and hope ahu.will turn out all right.
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I'm sorry I didn't think of getting a cow before, Thls Camp
is very pretty and oranges are so abundant that the men have

brought them in in blankets,

AUGUST 22nd., We marched at 5-30 through the rest of the valley

.

and although fighting was expected, we met with no opposition,

It was a very dusty, trying march. The position at the end of xh
the valley was a very strone one, and 50 men could have held up
our whole force for a day at any rate; instead of thils the Boers
didn't wait, but abandoned a small laager and cleared out., We
got a lot of our own ammunition and some waggons and food-a;uffs.:
Zeerust is a nice little place and we got to it about 1 p.m. A
lot of school-girls were outslide one house, and they sang the
1Transvaal hymn with great vehemence and falr;y spat the words
at us as we passed. A Sergeant of the 17th Lancers was shot
dead just outslde our present blvouac, He was an advanced
guard, and a solitary Boer came riding towards him, He told
the Boer to surrender and dismount, but instead of so dolng, he
shot him; I expect our man had his carbine in the bucket, and
very likely it was not loaded, We are such fools, but you
never catch the Boer tripping. My cow arrived safely,she gave
a lot of trouble at the start, so she was driven along with the
alaughter cattle, She was awfully glad to see her calfl again
and is very much tamer than she was., I hear that Carrington
has behaved very badly, and burnt a lot of stores here, and
retroated before 70 Boers. We hear that he drinks and ia a
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rotten General so hope he will soon be Stellenbosched,
Stellenbosch is the name of a place just ocutside Cape Tcwn where
they had a remount depot, and any General who did badly in the
beginning of the war used to be sent there for some billet,
hence the word. We passed a lot of houses to-day from which
the owners had run away, so there was great lcoting. The men
Itﬂke the most ridiculous things: one fellow had a Dutch clock,
another a sewing-machine {Singer’sj and quite new. They all
threw them away shortly after, but they can't resist talking
them at the time., We have marched over 20 miles to-day, and
the Infantry must be a long way behind, so I hope for a halt to-
morrow and some bread baking, I got some fine donkeys to-dey
on the road, We are about 56 miles from liafeking, and getting
lots of mealles and oat hay., My horse went lame to-day, but I

hope he will be all right in a few days,

AUGUST 23rd., The yeast was tremendously up last night, and

when the cork was taken out it hit the wall of the tent and
wasted a~lqt. I had got hold of some yeast cake and put a bit
in the jar, hence the goodness this time, The wind sprang up
and I had to pitch a tent over the stove, but the bread was
splendid. A man of the 16th was shot and died in hoapital this
&fterncon. The horse is much better, and the cow is quieter,

I went into town to try and get a Transvaal flag, but didntt
succeed, One of the 9th got the one which was flying over the
Landrost's office yesterday,
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AUGUST 24th, We halted here agein to-day. A Force went out and
brought in a convoy which was sent out for us from lMafeklng. Ve
have just got word that we are to march for Pretorla ??%? The
way they have humbugged this Brigade has been scandalcus. It 1s
quite encugh to make one inclined to rmtiny. When we had reliev-
ed Col,Hore's force, we were then only 40 or 50 miles from
Pretoria, There were several hundred mounted Colonials and
Yecmanry and we had not 300 mounted men in the whole Brigade,

We could very easily have been dispensed with and allowed to go
to Pretoria to refit. Instead of this, they send us along
towards lafeking, and when 2 days from that place, they find that
they have only enough horses for Methuen's force, and we have to
go all the way back again. Our mails have probably been sent
round to Mafeking by rail and now goodness knows when we shall

- get any. It 1s awfully disgusting. Thils has been a beastly
windy and dusty day, one calculated to make one twilce as angry

with the news one has juat heard,

AUGUST 25th., Ve left bivouac at 2-30 p.m. About 4 o'clock we
arrived at a farm which was on the edge of the road, and at the
entrance to a narrow pass between some low hills covered with
tush, I sew a mumber of Lancers dismount and run up the hillside,
and knew that something was golng to happen, Then the firing
began, After a few mimites I saw 3 Clvilian Guides come out of
the pass at a gallop and calling out "The Brigadier is wounded,
where is there a Doctor?" I saild, "I am one", and went off up
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the road, I found Col. Little of the 9th Lancers walking his horse

slowly towards me (Col,Little was held in his saddle by Capt.

saedlier Jackson = now Brig.Genl. end i,P.,) and he looked 8o bad

thet I thought he was mortally wounded. I just had time to 1if%t
him off his horse and lay him down, or he would have fainted.
Thompson ceme up Jjust then and we carried him a bit further on,
and then dressed him, I found that he had been hit with a
sporting bullet which had gone through the thigh, just missing
the bone. We carried him out of the pass and laid him under a
tree, He couldn't believe for & long time that his thigh-bone
wasn't broken., I gave hcm some Morphia, and then got & bed
fixed up with clean sheets, etc., in the farmhouse. He was
carried there, It was a veryrfinﬁ house and orders were lssued
for 1ts burning, but it wasn't carrled out until next day. It
belonged teo a man nemed Botha, leader of those who wers oppos-
ing us, I got Little undressed, re-dressed the wound and
extracted 2 pleces of nickel coating, then put him into pyjamas,
and into bed. There was only one other man wounded - through
the arm, and this 1s marvellous considering the nature of the
ground over which the fighting tock place. WWe are going to send
Little into lMafeking to-morrow with Methuen's force. This
makes the agc:ni Brigadier which we have lost, and now we shall
get a third, and one probably who knows nqt.JoaePh. Little was
very grateful for what T had done for him, I had to wash my
coat and pants for they were smothered with his blood. We had
to halt and bivouac where we were,
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AUGUST 26th. ( Sunday) We started at 7 o'clock and went by a
different road to a place called Jacobsdaal, Ve reached here
at 9 o'clock, and then outspanned, and walted till 12 o'clock,
From this time until we got 1nto blvouac, we had continued
fighting. There were only about 60 or 70 Beers In front of us,
and they had no guns. The country was very bushy, and it tcok
4 guns end a Pom Pom of curs to drive them out., They pcuréﬁ in
a very stiff rifle fire and we had 5 casualtles, and strange to
say 2 of these were through the bladder. We had driven them
backland got into open country about 4 o'clock. I saw one dead
pony, but no other signs of Boer casualties. We passed a lovely
orange grove and took hundreds of oranges. I hope we have now
got into open country, and that we shall be able to push ahead
‘more quickly. The P.M.0. of lMethuen's force toock one of nmy
ambulances and it's orderly to carry Little in. It was rather
a rotten thing to do considering they were_only = days from
Mafeking, and we have over 120 miles to do, with fighting in

store for us.

AUGUST 27th., We marched at 5-30, and halted later from 9-30

till 1 o'clock, There were lots of deserted horses and any

emount of fowls were taken. I got a splendid Indian tableclcth

-

out of a deserted house, and Tate and I have glven it to liocore

for his wife. He 1s such a good servant and has made us very

comfortable all the time we have been on thls show, No poultry

were left on the lins of march, and one store was looted by




order of the General., It has been a very dusty, windy day, and
we have come about 16 miles, We got into bivouac sbout 4-30,
It is very nice getting in early, but quite a different matter
getting up at 4 a.m, Bolled Turkey for dinner to-night., Cow
is dolng well.

We are on the Jamleson Rald Road, and passed one of the
.stores which he had bullt before the raid was commenced, It

was not on the Zeerust roasd as I thought at first,

AUGUST 28th. A few drops of rain fell at 4 of'clock and woke

me up. I got up and dressed at once and rolled up my bedding.
There was every promise of a storm, and one didn't want the tent
to come down on one unprepared, However, it all blew over and
we started at 6 o'clock, About 3 miles on, we pushed through
a very bad defile, near an old lead mine, The Boers could have
held us up easily, but nothing happened, There was a nice farm
at the centre, and we got about 10 wagons of oat hay out of it,
There was a very plentiful water supply and all the filelds were
green with the new crop. Practically nothing grows in this
country unless constantly irrigated.

After this we came tc a very barren éract of country,
and were unable to halt and water until we had done about 18
miles, then we arrived at a Kafflr Location. It ls a very neatly
built village inhabited by Kaffirs, on the top of a hilli, and
it looked very nlce and clean., Children and pigs swarm in 1t,
We reached here about 12 o'elocklaﬁﬂ halted for the rest of the
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day. My clothes had got very dirty coming through that long
valley up to Zeerust, so I had a change end some washlng done.
The red dust combined with perspiratlion makes one very dirty.

My riding breeches will hardly last until we reach Krugersdorp

or wherever we are golng. The turkey we had last night was the
fattest I ever saw, We had Thompson to help eat it, and he was
awfully pleesed to eat at a table, It is hardly credible that
they are content to eat off thelr knees, but they are, The
cow's milk comes in very useful and it 1s very nice for the 2
bladder cases which we have in hospltal at present., We have got
out of all the bad country and there is nothing but rolling

veldt shead of us. There is hardly any likelihood of any further
fighting., If the Boers had aﬁy pluck or wit they could easily
harass our column, and shoot our baggage animals, but they do i

nothing. f

AUGUST 29th. We had a haavy_thunﬂerstcrm last night, and it
passed directly over our camp. The lightnlng was very vivid,
but fortunately 1t d4id not rain smch. We marched at 5-30 a.m.,
and it began to rain heavily before this, It cleared up about
6-%0 and was quite bright for a time. Then a storm began to
ereep up behind us and it got as dark as 1t does at sunset, By
this time we had got nearly to Eland's river (6 miles). I s&aw
that the storm was about to burst, so pushed on and just reached
a house near tﬁe drift as the rain began to fall. I took the
saddle off and put it in the verandah, and held the bridle.
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Then the most awful storm 1 ever experienced burst. The
lightning was perfectly awful, I was under & corrugated roof,
and men's rifles all round, so one didn't feel very safe, The
rain was fearful, The storm passed immediately over our heads,
and one flash struck just above us. A bullcock in one of the
teams passing wes killed, We were very glad when it was all
ﬁver. Then we crossed the river and halted till ;2-50. It was
quite fine and has been a very pleasent afternoon. Then we came
to a place called Kleinfontein - another 10 miles -. We passed
this place before we reached Hore's laager. When we ceme through
the day after I did the amputatlon. As I write this there is a
thunderstorm coming up. Fortunately we have a good road to

travel on from this to Krugersdorp. |

AUGUST &0th. We had an awful night, The storm came up about

9 o'clock. I was asleep, but woke up at once when the rain
fell, I had gone to bed In my breeches, so put on my boots

and a coat and a waterproof. Then the wind began to blow wvery
hard and-the lightning was fearful. The wind got under the
flap of the door and we were afraid it would blow the tent over
from the inside, I leant agalnst the tent on the windward side
and pulled on the loose fiap., Tate hung on to the tent pole,
We had both rolled up cur bedding at the start In case of
accidents. I had pald special attention to the pegs and had
trenched the tent before going to bed, and not a aingle peg

drew. I believe we could have taken things calmly but we




remembered our experilence at Keedresrand, and thought 1t better
to be on the safe slde, Fortunately the patlents' tents held.
The water poured through the tents owing to the wind, The M.0.
of the 9th Lancers came 1n the middle of the first storm, for
his shelter had blown down; so we gave him a nightt's lodging.
After sbout an hour the rain ceased and I made the pegs more
sénure. Then we turned in agalin, but from this till 2 o'clock
we had a succession of thunderstorma, They seemed to travel
round and round in a_circle. At 5-30 we got orders to march at
7-50 instead of €6-30. It rained till about 9 o'clock and then
cleared up, The road was very bad, an& we only came 9 miles,

It was mainly over old camping grounds of ours, and the sights
were very dismal; empty tins, dead horses, and mules, houses
torn down for the sake of the wood, ete,, etcs We have had a
very pleasant afternoon and have got all dry agailn. About

2 o'eclock, some Boers crept up to within 300 yards of our camp
and began firing at our mules who were out grazing., Several
bullets passed over our heads, We turned some Colonials on to
them and tﬁey bolted. They were seen to go to a farm, so we sent
out 3 guns and some mounted men later on. The guns were tralned
on the farm, and the troops advanced and surrounded the place,

I haven't heard yet whether they caught anyone., I have just heard
zlng to the

d

that we burnt the farm becauss a pass was found belon

husband, and he was on Commando,

']

AUGUST 3lst. We marched at 6-30 from Vliakfonteln and aboub 4

A+ T

miles on, firing began on our left, and became very heavy. Two
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of the 17th Lancers were wounded and I sent an ambulance for them,
Then we lined the ridge and got & maxim and & pom pom up there,
The baggage was sent off about a mile to the right, I had to
take my wagons under shelter of the ridge, but couldn't get near
any of the wounded owing to the fire. A Colonial Major lay
where he was for about 2 hours, and then crawled away and came

ﬁc me. He had been shot through the neck, making a long wound -
about 3 inches, and the bullet was under the muscles over his
shoulder., I had to tie 5 vessels in his neck, sew it up, and
‘then cut the bullet out of his back, I got a few more men soon
after, One chap had a little finger sﬁashﬁd, and when 1t had been
dressed, he wanted to go again into the firing line; I sent him
back to Tate with a message and soon after he came riding up with
a box of ammunition which he took into the firing line again,
Plucky chap. Later on, my position got too hot, so I moved &
bit to the left, None of our men could move from where they were.
They were lying behind ant heaps and in the long grass, and when
they moved, the Boers who were above them lmmediately fired.

About & oiclock there was a blt of a 1ull and I thought I would
try and get some wounded away. I knew that.any stretcher party
would be at once shot, so I thought I would try if they would
respect an ambulance., I moved one up, but they fired on 1t, or
rather the firing began agaln, I walted for five minutes and
then moved it up the hill, It hadn't gone more than 50 yards
when they opened a hall of bullets on it, It was obviocus that
they wouldn't let it go on, so it was turned and trotted back.
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As luck would have it, we only had one peny wounded; after this
it was plain that nothing could be done till dark, I mgved
farther on the left, near where 2 Cape CGuns were firing. MNost

of the casualties were in thils directlon., T formed a dressing
station here and dressed several bad cases. Then I sent & teams
of males to water, the enemy thought they were Cavalry and sent

2 shells at them, but dldn't hit any. Then evening began to come
and I sent for my other 2 wagons which had wounded in them. Then
I loaded up the light brake with 4 and sent 1t off towards camp.
The others I put into the wagons, for I saw that we were retiring
the guns and I was afrald I should be left. Then the Cavalry
fell back and I got an order from Col, Dalgetty that I was to
retire as soon as I had collected all the wounded. I galloped
after him and told him that I couldn't bring in the wounded, and
must have help. He sald that the dismounted men had been told

to bring thelr wounded back with them, I had to be content,
although I knew that 1t was impossible for them to do so. I

went back to my wagons; and soon the bullets began to whistle
over them, I saw that the Boers had got on to a riﬁge on our
left and were firing at our men who had fallen back, We came
right in the liné of fire, so I got the team into a trot and made

for a burnt farm just below us., Here we were sheltered from

J
rifle fire, and as the men fell back, I shouted that they were
to keep up to their left as they were causing us to be fired on,

Boon afterwards 1t got dark, and all firing ceased, Then I went

out with a native and began calling to the Boera that I was o




Doctor and wanted to get to my wounded men. We got no answer, so
after a bit I went back and got 2 ambulances and some lanterna and
went up on to the field., About every hundred yards I halted and
called cut to the Boers, but got no answer, Then I left the wagon
and spread out my men, and began calling to the wounded, The first
one I came to was an officer of the Kaffrarian Rifles, he was lying
on his face and had been shot through one thigh bone, After morphia
I fixed him up with his rifle as a splint and put him on a
stretcher and called up a wagon and put him in. Then I went off

to others and found some truly awful wounds, While I was attending
to these, some Boers rode up. They were very civil and helped us
all they could. Then I found that Thompson had come up, and was
attending to others. We were not allowed to take them away, so I
went and saw the Commandant who was on another part of the Fiseld.

I begged to be allowed to take my wounded away to our Comp, as
geveral needed immediate operation., He sald that thelr General

had given orders that we were not to be allowed to go, but we were
to go to a farm first; then would be sent Into Rustenberg. He
sald that they had heev& reinforcements coming during the night,
and that early next morning our laager would be shelled and taken,
and that he thought the wounded would be much better off outside,

T then asked if he would let me go and bring up my other 2 wagons
with 3 uﬁd in them who were at the burnt farm, and '.j:'::cthnr he
would send a burgher wilth me, He sald I might go alone., I went
back and found that the & buck wagons which I had asked for had
turned up, and that one man had died in the meantime, I then told
the Corporal who had come with them that he was to take 2 of them
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back, and told him and a Corporal of my own what I had heard from
the Commandant, I said they were to go at once to our General
and tell him, and that if they fell in with any Boers, they could
say that they had come out to look for wounded and had lost their
way. In this menner I did the enemy out of 2 wagons, They all
got to camp safely. I sent a Colonial Corporal back alsc, but he
lost his way and came again to us, Then we collected all the
wounded and were taken over awful ground to the Boer laager. The
moon had gone down and 1t was very cold. They watched Thompson
'cargfully leat he should escape, {Gol.Harry_Thompsnn, R.A.M.C.,
.0, with 16th Lancers., He had left his Regt., to look after the
wounded and didn't know that I was about), We reached the laager
ahou? l a,m, I asked where the farm was and they sald there was
none, Their Commandant was asleep, but I woke him up and told
him that it was necessary for us to get the wounded to scme place
of shelter as quickly as possible, He said that nothing could
be done until the morning and then he would see De la Rey, their
General, We 11; a small fire and made some hot Bovril, but we
had no blankets, and it was frightfully cold. The Guard was put
round us and we trled to sleep, but the cold rendered it
impossible; I had only the blanket from under my saddle, every-
thing else was with the Field Hospital, Fortunately I had soue
supplies on each wagon, in case we were ever detached, and they
proved a perfect godsend, We made hot milk, and biscuit and
Quaker Qats for breaskfast, Our great difficulty was cups and
spoons, but we managed to feed them in reliefs. We were both
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much happier when the sun got up, and it was very interesting to
be behind the scenes and watch Boer 1life from within, They had
no wagons, everything they requlred was on their ponies. We only
saw one small fire 1it, the majority did not eat at all, Their
ponies were in splendid condition and one can quite understand
their mobility. They had plenty of oat straw and mealles for
them. There were about 200 men, and partles kept coming and
going. They seemed to be a very respectable, well dressed lot,
and had a prosperous appearance. None of them ever put thelr
rifles down, they were always ready against a surprise. There
were very few Mauser rifles amongst them and this explained the
fearful nature of most of the wounds we have seen, The bulk of
this Commando consisted of men who had given up their horses and
received passea, They had got Martini rifles and sporting rifles
from somewhere, and one could in this'way plck out every man who
had & pass from us. They felt no shame at having broken their
oath, They said that we had promised them protection and had
left them on the farms, then a Commandant came along and gave
them & copy of Kruger's proclamation which was to the effect that
they were traitors, and that unless they rejoined at once, they
would be given 2 days food and sent to the nearest British Camp.
After th@u they would be shot at sicht by the first Burgher who
saw them, their property would be confiscated, and they would
never he_nllﬂwed te return to their country, Naturally they chose
to fight, and now they are qEﬁperﬂtﬂ fighters, having nothing to
lose and everything to gain. Ve saw £ or 3 Grevybeards among them
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men who were probably contemporaries of Kruger. I went again to
the Commandant and told him that every minule was of importance,
and that I wanted to get away to some farm and attend to my
wounded, He sald I rust wait for the General's arrival. I
asked him for the money which one of the Officers had glven him
at his request last night on the field for safe custody, but he
said he must esk the General about it. Ny Staff Sergeant's
saddle was stolen, and & pony. I saw the saddle and tock it back.
Tt was an Officer's saddle and rather a good one. After a few
minutﬁé a Boer came up and said that the Commandant had told him
to take it. I explained that all my pfoperty was sacred, but
thet if he insisted, of course he must have 1t. He didn't press
the matter. Then the Commandant came and asked why I had arms

in my wagons (referring to a bandolier which had been found,) I
told him we were ordered to plek up all wounded men's arms, and
although i1t might not be consldered a proper thing for one to
have arms in one's ambulances, it was not a matter for me at all.
Then I showed him that I had a rifle on one as a splint, and also
another bénﬁclier as a bandage. Then he wanted my papers to
prove that I was a doctor, of course I had none, I showed him
my identification ticket stitched inte the back of my jacket and
also my R.A.M.,C. badges end brassserd, hen he required explana-
tion as to how I could be an Officer as well as a Doctor.
Altogether he was a plg, and very suspicious, About 8-30

De la Rey and his staff arrived. All were dressed in ordinary
clothes and carrled rifles, No respect was pald to him by any
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of them., He went to a place apart from the rest, and about

20 went and sat round him. The place was a most plcturesaque
one, a great mumber of pillars and caves, a place which could
hardly be taken without heavy shell fire. I went to him, and
his Secretary who was a very polished and well-educated man,
told him I wished to see him, He asked what he could do for
me, and I explained that I wanted permission to go out at once
to some farm and attend to my wounded, and then return to my
Brigade; and asked him to name a farm, He said I might do so,
and when I had buried my dead, go away, Then I was asked by
the Commandant if I was in the habit of collecting arms from
the battlefield. I knew at once what he referred to, On the
. buck wagon was a lance, it had been put there when the wagon
was used to convey stores, and they had forgotten to remove it
before they sent 1t out. I sald at once that I knew what he
meant, but that the wagon was not part of my Bearer Co., and
that I was not responsible for anything which might be found
on it, Then I thought I would have a slap at him, so I teold
De la Rég that this fellow had taken an Officer's money and
papers under the pretence of taking care of them for him, and
that he would not return them until he had asked his permission.
A long conversation ensued in Dutch, and Frau and Kinder were
mentioned and I gathered that he was most reluctant to return
the cash, However, De la Rey told him tn; and the letters
having all been read were handed over to me, Then I asked
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that a horse might be returned, and got it, Altogoether I
scored off the Commandant. I said Good-day to the General,

and proceeded to the farm. One man went with me as interpreta:,
and an escort as well. This chap was a "Pass Man" and was most
anxicus to get the Lee Metford which was acting as a splint,

He told me that they were very short of rifles, and that lots

of men who return, have to wait for rifles untiil they can
capture them from us, He never left us until he had the rifie,
and he begged me not to hand it over to any of the other
Burghers. He was most useful to us later on in getting supplies
ete, The farm was about 3 miles aﬁay, up a very fertile wvalley
and the road was very bad in places. At the farm was s S=pdr.
Krupp gun with its detachment, and some splendid mules were
grazing near it, The women of the farm were very engry at our
coming, and abused the man for bringing us, He told her that

it was the General's order, At first she refused to glve us

any help, but subsequently relented and gave it grudgingly.
There was a shed about 50 feet long near the farm. It was

used for drying skins under, and was roughly divided into
partitions. The wounded were put under it at one end, and the
other was converted into an operating theatre., There was a
splendid stream of water flowing through the farm, I had 5
cases of fractured thighs, and splints had to be made and padded |
for 4 of these, One poor fellow had to have his thigh
amputated, and another his arm., .I found a plece of wainscot-
ing, and one of the Boers who was a carpenter, made scme
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splints, For padding we used up one of the ambulance cushilona,
and a Boer youth helped in teazing out the horsehair. There
were about 20 men and several women and children about the place
and they exhibited the greatest interest in the proceedings,
Even the women who were suckling babies looked in, They had

an excellent cobject lesson of the horrors of war, and one did
‘not forget to point out the difference between the wounds made
by the Mauser, and those made by Martinl, Sporting and Explosive
bullets. The Civil Surgeon from Rustenburg arrived during the
afternoon. He was of the greatest help to us, and was able to
soften the heart of even the woman cf the farm who had refused
to help us. He got us a present of 50 oranges from a neighbour-
ing farm, and very soon we had bread, chickens and mealies
Icoming in. Then the surrounding farmers saw the chance of
making a little money; they were not slow to seize it. Two

of them brought a load of chaff which they were anxious to sell
at about 3 times the market rate but we didn't take it, One
Frau sold us two old sheets and some calico for 12/- and

offered to let our mules graze on a field of young barley for
an hour for 12/6. By 6 o'clock we had finlshed our work and the
patients had been fed. It was very hard on the amputation of
the thigh case to have to put him into a Jolting wagon 4 hours
after the operation, but we had the others to think about as
well, and we had to get back, The Coleonial Corporal had been

out all day with the native driver and burled our dead on the




field.

(In operating on the thigh case - when the flaps had
been retracted - I found that my saw (which was new and had
probably been made in Germany) would not cut!!

Lying on the ground was a big rip saw which the Boer
woman had lent me to make splints. I washed it in a bucket
.of water and sawed the bone with that, I flushed the stump
with 1 - 1000 Perchloride of Mercury and sewed him up. He
healed by primary union {! \What luck !)

The Colonlial Corporal had seen some Dutchmen, and
gathered that it was practically impéssible for our Brigade to
reach Krugersdorp owing to the various Commandces which were
_around them, Our ambulances had been searched, but nothing
was found in the way of arms and ammanition. There were 4 or
5 e¢lips of Mauser Cartridges in one, They had been collected
as curiosities by the wagon orderly, and carried there, iy
Staff Sergt. was a cute as the Boer, and managed to get hold
of them while he was busy with another wagon, The Buck wagon
was founﬁ to contain a good deal of loot, among which was a
Singer's Sewling lMachine nearly new, also some boolts with the
name of some well-known Boers inside., As bad luck would have
it, 50 rounds of ammunition were found here as well, All this
and the loot was taken. Our interpreter friernd, having got his
rifle, was now disposed to give us some trouble, He had
promised to put us on the main road by a short cut, but now he
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refused, owing to the lateness of the hour. He also wished

to confiscate the wagon and team of good mules, but I told

him that I had explained to De la Rey in the morning that it
was a transport wagon, and not under the Red Cross. W
followed the road by which we had come in the morning end
managed to get on a good road which in time led to the main
road, We trekked along until about 10-30 and then pulled off
the road and halted for the night, We had come about 10 miles,
end passed the Boer position on our right, but we had not seen
any of them, The night was bitterly cold, and we were all very

uncomfortable,

SEPTENMBER lst. At & o'clock we were on the road again, and

- halted at 9 o'clock for brsﬁkfast. Soon after this we passed
an English store and farm, and I got some bread and eggs, an
axe and some wood, We heard that our Brigade would probably
be in Krugersdorp that night, and that although there had been
some opposition, the enemy had not succeeded in holding us up
and had not taken our laager. Now we began to see parties of
Boers riding about the country, but no-cne interfered with us,
We passed a store which had been burnt by Aur Brigade and was %
8t1ll smoking. The Jewish owner was in great trouble over it,

and didn't know why it had been destroved. About noon we
passed through the nek where the enemy had held up the Bri
for a short time., There was an sabundance of oat:straw lying
about, and a dead Kaffir, Just beyond was a very nice farm
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which had been looted by our people. The wagons contimied

on the road, and Thompson and I, with a couple of men, went to
get a little wood. I was going back to the wagons to get some
boys to carry it, when I saw a Boer ride up. Fe didn't see me,
snd i1t was very interesting to watch his movements. He got
off his pony, pulled the bridle over its head, and left him
standing in the road. Then he got on to some stony ground

at one side end proceeded to stalk the wagons as he would a
deer. I yelled to attract his attention, held up my arms, and
then canteréd towards him. I explained who we were and he
went round the wagons. He remarked that our people had made

a nice mess of this farm, énﬂ volunteered the information that
%30 Boers had held up our whole force at this nek, I replied l
that this was not at all wonderful, considering the positicn,
and that we could easily have done the same under the same
conditions. I afterwards learned from a Kaffir that there
were 250 men at this place., He allcowed me to take the wood
which I wanted, but he set longing eyes at my saddle, and said
thﬂf he would like one of that pattern, I went on with the
wagons, and 3 villianous-looking Boers joined him., Thompson
had a talk with them, and one of them wanted him to give him

d-glasses, Considering that they hed cost him about

[ -

his file
£9, he wasn't inclined to oblige him, 411 the farms we passed ?
haed Boers on them; they were lounging about, smoking thelir

pipes, but they never interfered with us., We saw one or two
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on the top of every Kopje. We outspanned at 2 p.m, 8nd soon
had some excellent chicken stew for the patients and gurselves,
At 4 p.m. we inspanned and were just moving off, when a Boer
patrol came up on our left. They disappeared behind the Kopje
about 300 yards from us, and a few minutes afterwards we sew
them lining the top. They unslung their rifles and were
apparently preparing to shoot. Then another came down the
road, with his rifle at the ready. I moved cut to meet him,
and then there was a Mauser shot., He got very exclted and
called out in perfect English "Who fired that shot?" I
pointed out the Boers on his left end asked him to tell them
that we were &n ambulﬂnca-full of wounded, and that they were
not to shoot. He rode towards them and they beckoned to him
to join them, I now thought that they were Boers who were
enraged at the destruction of theif farms, and were goling to
take thelr revenge on us, It looked as though they were call-
ing the fresh Boer out of the line of fire before commencing
to shoot. I ran towards them with a handkerchief in my hand,
and called to them not to shoot. Then they beckoned to me to
come., I said "couldn't you see that it was an ambulance that
vou were firing on?® One fellow, whom I afterwards heard weas
a general, said that they had not fired on us, but at the man
who was riding towards us. They had challenged him, and he
had not replied, so they hed fired at him, They said: "Who

1s he?" 1I replied that I supposed he was one of thelr people.
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.This they admitted. I then apolcglised for accusing them of
firing at us, and asked them if they would like to inspect the
wagons., The General asked if I had any arms, and when I
replied in the negative, he saild I might proceed, I noticed
that he glanced very sdsplecicusly at the wagons as he passed,
and until they had got several hundred yards away. Thompson
says that the bullet passed him, and went about 20 yards to
our left rear.

About 5 p.m, we passed a very nlice farm., The roof
had been pulled in by our men for the sake of the wood it
contained, There was a nlce grove of gum trees round it and
about 20 had been cut down to 4 or 5 feet from the ground,
The place locked very desolate, Here we found a very fine
horse, which had been left that morning by one of the léth
Lancers. He was then done up, but by evening he had quite
recovered, A Boer was taking him away, and he said that he
would be rlding him in 3 or 4 days, We must have furnilshed
them with hundreds of remounts 1n this way. We have always
been coﬁnting on the war belng finlshed In a few months, and
then we should collect all these animals, who have recovered,
It would be much better to shoot every animal which is not fit
to come along. In the same way all soldiers who were
captured might break off the back sights of their rifles, or
throw away the bolt if they got the chance, Here we heard
that we were 18 miles from Krugersdorp, and that there was no
water for 12 milles, We determined to push on to the water
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and halt there for a couple of hours, We reached this place
at 9 p.m. and got some food for the patlents and ourselves, and
for the mules., We marched again at 11 o'clock. The moon set
at 12-30 and found us half way up a steep hlll, However, we
1it a candle and managed the rest of the road into the town.
We arrived at 3 o'clock and found our Brigade after much
trouble., We could not get to our proper place without a great
deal of manoeuvring, and we must have roused a good many by the
noise we made, They seemed very glad to see us, and I don't
think they minded being called,

The Brigade was marching at 6 o'clock for

Johannesburg, and it was obvious that we couldn't go with them,

SEPTEMBER 35rd. At 9 o'elock I took all my wounded to the
Hospital in the town and got them all admitted. It 1s in very
nice order and well run. They let me dress the two operation
cases, and they looked extremely well. I saw the 1l0th Hussar
whom I operated on on August 1l4th., He is almost well. I also
saw some of the others and they were very glad to see me, They
had all heard of the capture of my Bearer Company; in fact it
is all over the place, Everyone 1s very nice and all say nice
things about rr.glr_returnim;. I found that the other arm of the
poor fellcﬁ whose fore-arm had been removed had become
gangrenocus and that it had spread almost to the shoulder joint,.
The fellow allowed me to take it off at the shoulder joint,

but I am afraid that it won't do much good. I marched at 2 p.m.
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for Johannesburg and bivouacked 12 miles from there at 10 p.m.

SEFTEMBER 4th, Got to camp and found the Brlgade not marching
to-day. Thompson has written a very flattering report of what
I did during the last few days, and Tate acting as S.,M,0, of the
Brigade is sending it through Dalgetty with some strong remarks.
If I can get Little and Gordon who used to command the Bripgade
to also say something nice about me, I may get something out cf
it. I don't suppose, however, that anything will come of it,
and at any rate I shan't be disappointed. I am recommending
my Staff-Sergt and 4 men for scme recognition on account of
what they did, We have been told off for the Kroonstad
District, and shall spend our time there probably until the

end of the war, Perhaps it won't be long, now that severer

measures are Lo be taken agalnst these people.

A NOTE IN INK FACING TYPESCRIFT (page 118).

A1l my teams consisted of donkeys and sore-backed
ponies, and yet I did a forced march of 56 miles in 28% hours!
I had also, by sending information to our Brigede, got it out
of a trap.

They had marched at 3 a,m. and the tail end of the
column had just got through a defile where the hills came
down on each side to the road, when the Boers were galloping
to line the poaition,

T think probably this got me my D.S.0.

SEPTEMBER 4th (contirued).

Everything is frightfully expensive here. I shouldn't
faney living here unless I was a millionaire, I should think
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it was alao very hot here in summer. All our letters etec.
_have been ordered to be sent to Kronstad, so let us hope we
will soon get some, If we remain in that District we shall
at any rate get our meils regularly. Our tract of country
will be the triangle between Kroonstad, Vereeniging and
Bothaville, and will include the post where we sat down to

round up De Wet,

SEPTEMBER 5th, We left ceamp at 9 a,m, and reached Elands-

fonteln at 12 o'clock., The Colonial remained behind,

Thompson met Osborne yesterday in Johannesburg, his hospital

is there., He sent me a box of cheroots: I wonder why %

During the fight on Friday last a Colonial came to me early

In the day with a bullet smash of one finger, After I had

dressed him I jokingly said: "Wouldn't you like to have

another shot at them?" He said: "I will, if I may"; I said

"You have done your bit", and sent him back to the hospital,

He had crawled about 50 yards in front of all the others and

did good work. He took a note back to Tate, and shortly

afterwarda I saw him ride into the firing line with a box of

ammunition., He was too plucky to live, for he was shot through

the chest and killed., It 1s one of the saddest but most |

splendid things one has seen. ;
I met Edge on my way here, He is P.M.0. of these

lines of communication. We probably entrain here to-morrow,

is & good man,




SEPTENBER 6&th, We have not been able to entrain to-day, no

rolling stock being available, I have had a buay day writing
letters, I have sent a copy of the part of this diary which
relates to my recent adventures, to the Bloemfontein Fost. I
do not suppose they will pay anything for it, but they may
publish it., The English mail-bag is made up here to-morrow,

so I am posting to-night. I sent a draft of £64 to Holt through

the Standard Bank, I had to pay 18/6 for it.

SEPTEMBER 7th. The 9th Lancers got off to-day, but there were

no trains available for anyone else, Our post office Sergt,
left yesterday for Kroonstad to sort our mails and have them
ready for us. I don't expect we shall be ready to leave this
for 2 or 3 days yet. I wanﬁ in by trein to Johannesburg to-day
and arrived at No, 6 General Hospital just in time for lunch,
Four of the wounded officers whom I brought in were there, and

I wanted to see them, I saw Osborne and he was really glad to

see me, I went round the Hospltal and it 1is a pilcture, I wish

I could gpend a month 1n it., I met Maxwell who was House i
surgeon at our Hospital when I was there last for operativs
sSurgery. I find they have formed the same opinion as I did

about the fractured thigh in one of the officers, I met an

a

officer who escaped from t!

-y

12 Boers near lMachadodorp about 10
days ago. He was very interesting and sald that the Boers lost
frightfully, especlally the Zarps, who were nearly wiped out,
Then I went to the Rand Club and read the papers. Finally I
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got home in a coal truck and arrived very hungry and a bit tired.
I wish we could get to Kroonstad soon and get our mails. Osborne
was only home a month before he was sent out here. It is all

over the General Hospital that I took a leg off with a carpenter's
saw, The saw in the capltal case was useless, so fortunately I
had a long carpenter's saw which a Boer lent me to cut splints

and I used that., The other patients were evidently looking on

and are talking about it, They, of course, think it was a
tremendously clever thing to do, I hear that Palmer is still

with the Carbineers and they like him very much,

SEPTEMBER 8th. Thils morning I thought I would go on to

Kroonstad in advance of Tate, and try and get some things

together, alsc get my malls a day or two earlier, I got away
in the traln which took mainly mules of the Battery, and we

overtook that train at Viljoen's drift, We passed a train which
they burnt just a week ago. The line was very well guarded, and

it was very interesting

g pasaing all the places which we had seen
on our march t¢ Pretoria, The bridge over the Vaal has been
cutely repaired. The centre span had been blown up, so all the
spans were unbolted and drawn across to one side, Then on the
land side a wocden pler has been put in, The approaches are
very strictly guarded. It is wonderful how cunning our men
have now become 1in excavating bombproof sheltera, At the
approach to the Vaal Bridge there were nice little rooms cub
out. of the bank, and roofed and walled in front with galvanlsed
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iron, Many had made flags and other devices out of bits of
coloured glass stuck into the soft bank, and very pretty they
logked, I wish I could have had a few minutes to take some
photos, We got to Viljoen's Drift at 4 o'eclock, but there were
no engines to take us further on, There were 3 other trains
walting so we had to remain till morning, WNo tralns are run at
night and a good thing too. One doesn't mind faclng danger in

daylight, but it is quite another thing in the dark,

SEPTEMBER 9th. We spent a quiet night, Heath, a captain in

the R.H.,A., and I, had the Guard's van to ocurselves, We got
away at 6 o'clock, and when we reached the next statlon, we
heard that the line had been blown up just below Vredefort Road
Station, We had to stop wharé we were untll 4 o'elock and then
pushed on to Vredefort Statlon, where we remain for the night,
Just before we got in one of the mules jumped off the train
whlich was golng at the rate of about 15 mlles an hour, and was
brought in to the Statlion and put on board again, none the worse,

I took a photo of him, Thils is very slow work, but it is

better than being held up by the Boers and looted,

SEPTEMBER 10th, We overtook the Battery at Kopjes Station,

they were wanted to dlsentrain there, and chase De Wet, but

the C,0, said he couldn't, and just put out a pom pom, We also
put out 5 buck wagons and 50 mules, and then went on. I got
such a quantity of malls at Kroonstad, also 57 splendld mules,

and some clothing, They are in a great hurry to get us away
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again, but I hope to get all we want to-morrow. I am staying

el

with the A.S8.C, man, who is a very decent chap.

SEPTEMBER 11th, Have had a busy day, Got most of the cloth-

ing., Saw Wade Brown whom I found by accident dolng duty at
No.2 General Hospital and I am dining with him to-night, I got
a splendid box to pack my Mauser &c. in and am golng to leave
1t with the Quarter Master at that Hospital, Tate hasn't yet
arrived, We changed the site of the camp this afternoon, and
are now near the Scottlsh Hospltal, I wrote about 10 letters

and sent off the chocolate and stamps, and insured for £50 each

lot,

SEPTEMBER 12th, I dined with Wade Brown last night, and met
Wood, who is in charge. He is the husband of the woman wino
was staying in Sangor with the Mapletons, He is an swfully

nice man and was very civil to me,

SEPTEMBER l&th., The Hospital and Bearer Company arrived

vesterday afternoon, I relieved Tate and he went to camp and
read his papers, We had great trouble in getting the traln
unloaded owing to the fact that the yard was crowded, and there
was only cne engine to do all the shunting. However, we

reached camp at daylizht,

SEPTENBER 1l4th, VWie sorted the mules and arranged the teams

of the

A

wagons, Then inspanned and fitted the harness and sent

them out for a little exercise, They went wonderfully well
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considering that they had never been in harness before. 'Ly
grey team excited great admiration. Then Tate and I went to a
meeting of 0.C's at the General's tent, After this we were
inspected by the Chief Veterinary Officer, or rather our mules
were, I repacked my carbines and olled them well, also packed
ﬁy great coat, and a new short British Private's warm coat,
which I got hold of, and all the kit I am not likely to want
this hot weather, and ascrewed the lid down. This is golng to
Bloemfontein to-morrow and into the Cav,Divn.S5tore there, I

am sending a N,C,0, with it and he is.going to bring up our
Inner flles of tents and some stores for us., We are likely to
be here a week longer. After lunch, Tate and I went to give
in our sick mulea, get pay for the men, and new horses for our-
selvea, We couldn't get any horses from the remountsa, but we
went to the sick horse lines, I saw a number of likely-loocking
horsea there so asked the Vets whether they had any which were
fit. They had about 20 which they were going to return to
remounts to-morrow, and said if we could get an order, they
would give us our choice, Off we went, and found Hastie whom
Tate knows very well, He at once gave us the necessary order
and we shall get two splendid mounts to-morrow, Vet in charge
is going to keep the Irish horse for me and blister him, He
will probably recover in about 3 weeks, and I shall have 2
chargers then. We are golng to the Scottish hospltal to tea

to-morrow, end I shall hear how Nicholls from whom I removed

3
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2 lumps of shell, and stitched a tendon for, near Lindley, got

on, It 1= very hot here,

SEPTEMBER 15th, We got up early and went off to the sick

lines. I got a ripping horse from the Vet, and left my own
horse there. I expect he will be right in about 3 weeks, It

i1s still very hot and some clouds are coming up. I wish it
would rain and clear the air, Mj Tommie's coat looks quite
smart, The pants are thick and will be rather hot, but it can't
be helped. We are getting on well with fitting the harness. We
went to the Concert at the Scottish Hoapital last night and it
was really excellent. We were inspected by General Knox this
morning; the usual farce. - Then I got rid of the raceipt for

my horse which was abandoned and got my allowance claims made
out for the months April-September, This comes to £71,16.6.

I have a cheque coming up for £19 for Fehfuary and March; so

we are getting rich. Strolled round to the General Fospital

in the evening, and then on to the Station, A train-load of
Boer prisoners had come in and were waiting all night in the
Statlion, I had a long talk with a Chemist who has been all
through the war, and was taken prisoner becsuse he left Pretoria
without a pass, He was most interesting. He says that if Krupger
leaves the country it will very soon be over, They are awfully
sick and tired of the war, Our mall 1s lying at Bloemfontein
but they won't send it up till the 10th inst, Nothing but food
1s being sent up and they grudge even a truck for meils, T hopae
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we shall be here when it arriveas.

SEPTEMBER 16th, I went down to the Scottish Hospital this

morning and saw Welch of the R,Irish, He had been shot through
the thigh near Lindley about 3 months &go, was in the Boer
Hospital for two months and developed a large traumatic aneurism
of the thigh., Then he came in here and was operated on and his
leg saved, The Chief Surgeon - Clarke by name - was very nlce
and showed me several other casses, I got 2 lanterns, some socks
handkerchiefs and teacloths out of the Store. This hospital

is being presented to the Govermment and all the stuff in 1t
will be handed cver also., I didn't go with the force which

left after all, ancther Bearer Co. was sent, At 6 o'eclock we
got word to shift camp and we were very encry. A storm was
coming up and it was dark before we had finished, but the rain

has passed off for the present.

SEPTEMBER 17th, It dldn't rain after all last night, but it

has been & beastly windy day. We were very glad that we had
shifted on to the new ground for the dust was awful near the

old one, Owinz to Buller having captured such a lot of stores,
our malls are going to be sent up to-morrow from Bloemfontein.
We got our tent-linings and stores to-day, Thinga cost just
half there what they do here, The news is very pgood in to=day's
paper, t Highland Brlgade having énpturad a lot of stores, and
French a lot of engines., Ve think it must be over soon. It
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is very tiresome sitting down here with nothing to do, One has
got so used to trekking about that it 1s quite painful having
nothing to do, I bought about £5 worth of Free State Stamps
to-day, and when my next xheque comes I shall turn most of it
into stamps. The 2id., stamps have all run out and so they are
using a Cape 22d,, surcharged Orange River Colony. These must
be only a temporary measure and I think ought to be valiuable

later on,

SEPTEMBER 18, General Porter came over this morning, He said

that he had heard that we were namesakes, and wanted to make my
acquaintance, He also said that he had seen a good many photos
of mine in the papers, and1¢Duld hardly believe that they had
been tsken with my small kodsk. Fe said that General Knox had
had a conference with De Wet yesterday, and that he could hardly
believe that EKruger & Co, had bDlt&d,.ﬂEﬂ Forter seemed to think
there was some chance of his chucking it. Our remalining 2 guna
went off to Rhenoster to-day, so we can't move until the other

4 come back, which will be in a day or two. I believe the line

was blown up south of us to-day, so we haven't got our mails

yet, e were very comfortable in our double tents all day.

SEPTENMBER 19th, Another monctonous day. A lot of the papers

4

gay end parcels came up to-day, but owing to bad menagement the

¥
letters are still at Smalldeel, and we shan't get them 111
to-morrow, I wish we could get on the trek again and stop out
until the whole show 1s settled. I mlas the exercise I have
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been accustomed to for the last eight months, We heard a yarn
from Pretoria to-day to the effect that Russia has sent us an
ultimatum to clear out of China, and that France ia backing her,
and Germany and Japan ua, Goodness grant that it may not be
true, for I don't want another year of active service quite so
scon, I hear that we are to move out again on Monday next end
this 1s Wednesday. I suppose we shall then take De Wet: - on
again, I should like to be in at his capture, I had a very
nice letter to-day from Wicholl who was on his way home, He 1is
the Captain whose tendon I stitched, and extracted two pieces

of shrapnel shell from his thigh, I conaider it one of the
best things I have had, and a great triumph for my favourite
antiseptic, viz: Perchloride of kercury 1 in 1000 poured freely
out of a bottle over the wound before suturing. I have done all
my amputations in the same way and they héve all done well, I'm
afraid that the shoulder joint man has died, I forget his name,

but see a name and date in the papers which will correspond to

hls case,

SEPTEMBER 20th. The mail has not yet arrived., Goodness knows

why not, We get the Elcemfontein paper every day, aml so get

to know more or less about what 1s going on. Lots of saddles
g L

and other kit are coming up daily for the Brigade, so I expect

P

we shall be off by Monday next,

SEPTENBER 22rd, Another gusty day, and the dust is awful,

These sort of days make one wretched, very hot and sultry, and I
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think are the only drawback to the climate. I got a cheque
for £19.0.7. allowances for February and March, I bought
another £13 worth of stamps and will get £12 more to-morrow if
possible, It 1s very cloudy and promises to rain, I wish it
would, Got orders that we are to march at 6-30 to-morrow,
leaving camp standing, Direction probably towards Heilbron.

Our mail arrives to-morrow and we shall miss it by 2 or 3 hours,

It is wvery hard luclk,

SEPTEMEER 23rd, We marched at 6=30 a,.,m. I went on and

posted my letters at the Rallway Station. They couldn't
register the stemps, so I wrote on your envelope that I wasn't
sending them. Then on my way back to Camp I found that our
Bricade Post COffice was open and our Sergeant recistered the
parcel for me. I also gave him £12 to buy more stamps for me,
and keep them t1ll my return, I found that 2ll the letiters for
the Brigade had arrived and that there were none for any of us,
It wes most sickening., We left Kroonstad by the same road
which we travelled over last May. The stench was very bad here
and there, and in some places was aswful, The Asvogel 1a quite
useless and 1s not to be compared to the good o0ld Indian Vulture.
They seem quite 1ﬁcn;nb1e of dealing with anything beyond the
eyes and 1nchnnl organs, I got 2 chickens for 2/-. We

halted from 10-30 till 2 p.m, Tate found an old friend of his,
a Captain in the Oxford L.I,, and brought him to lunch, We

1ave done about 25 mlles to-day and are supposed to be cutting
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off De Wet. The infantry are about 9 miles behind us, and
De Wet would have no trouble in getting between us if he wanted
to. It 1s so werm now that we are not having a tent pitched.

Sleeping in the open is much nicer,

SEPTEMBER 24th, We were off at 6 o'clock, but before we left

we knew that the Boers were not where they were expected to be.
De Wet had got wind of our march and trekked vesterday, We got
to a place called Vaalbosch, and halted there. After about two
hours we saw the Colonlal Division coming towards us, and then
we went into bivouac., It was so nice getting a tent pitched

and a nice bath and change, We hear that £5000 has been put on

De Vet, Its rather infra dig, but I don't see how we are

going to catch him by any other means In this country, Ve
trek towards Heilbron to-morrow,
SEPTENMBER 25th, Yie left Camp at 6 o'clock and trekked very

ceuticusly, About 9-30 we passed a farm and recovered 4 men

of the 17th who were tsken prisoners yesterday. Farther on we
burnt a farm for having ammunition on 1it. We now heard that
there were sbout 800 Boera about 6 miles from us. It had been

reported to Gen,Knox, but we still moved on towarcs Hellbron.

e

Shortly afterwards there was scme firing from & kopje about 2
miles ahead, Our 4 guns and Fom me trotted the whole way,

and came into action very smartly and shelled the place, I
suppase there were three Boers here, and we wasted over an hour
over 1it. Then we went on and burnt the farms belonging to the

T




boss of this particular lot. We camped at 2 p.m. and had just
got ccmfortable when we heard a2 cun. I ran out of the tent
and saw a shell burst about 300 yards from us, It had Just
cleared the supply column. Then there was great excltement,
The cavalry saddled up and the guns hooked In, The next shell
landed among the transport, but did no demage. The next weas
amongst the guns, and smashed a man's face, but I don't think
he will die, The next carried away the nose of the horse which
belenged to the serjt.major of the 17th Lancers, By this time
the 9th Lancers had saddlaﬁ.up and got away, opening out as they
galloped to get round the Boer gun. The Boers turned their
attention to them and left the camp alcne. Our guns soon got
into position, and the enemy fell back. They had only the one
gun, and they fired black powder, so that it was easily
localised, They burst one Shrapnel Just over us and the head of
it came rolling through our wagons, Total damage done by thils
was one man shot by one of the bullets which entered hls chest
near the spine, and which ultimately killed him., If they had
only had 2 or 3 guns, and had worked them quickly, they had a
splendid chance, As they had the range of the camp and might
possibly shell it during the night, the general thought it
advisable to shift the camp 500 yards farther on, The pground
had been occupied before, and lots of dead animals were lylng
about, I hed to drag 2 deed mulen'uwﬂy before we could live

on it ) and cover the ground with fresh sarth, and even now the
smell is awful, We march at 5 a,m,, but it 1s rather Jjumpy
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having to stop here to-night., One youth, who had just joined
the 17th lLancersa, crawled Ilnto hils shelter tent when the firing
began, but I suppose 1t soon struck him that the canvus was not

much protection agalinast shella, for he soon came out again,

. |

SEPTELNEER Z26th. I spent a beastly night., First of all, some

of the men of the men of the 9th lancers were relating their
experiences of the day in loud tones, Then about 11 o'clock

a strong wind sprang up, and it was so cold that one could only
lie on one side amd pull tﬂe blanket over one's head, Then
awake fully at 5-45 a.m., so you can Imagine that one did not
spend a very restful night,.- We were off at 5-15 having sent a
squadron of the 16th and a Pom Pom on ahead, They came on the
enemy quite unexpectedly, and they fled, The Pom Fom jambed
at the eritical moment, and instead of getting a belt of 25
shella into them, only single shots could be fired., These did
no damage beyond stampeding some of thelr horses. At the first
rise that our advanced scouts came to there was a very heavy
Hauser fire, They fell back, and our guns came up and got into
action, Thils was followed by the advance of cavalry, and was
one of the prettliest things I have seen during the war, Our
flankers were miles out on both sides, Presently we came in
slght of Heilbron, and to our dismist found that one of the
colunn commanders, whose duty it was to have come up on the
slde of the town opposite to us, and who should have pushed

his flankers out on each side to have met oura, and so have
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completed the circle, had come up on our left, The result was
that the enemy calmly walked away, We heard that De Wet had
stopped the night in an hotel in the town, and so we have lost
another chance. However, we have again routed De Wet, I suppose!
e halted till about 11 o'clock and then trekked in the direction
of the Kroonstad Pretoria line. We left no troops in Hellbron,

It blew a gale right in our teeth and the dust was maddening,

and the effect on one's eyes and temper was very bad, We reached
one of our old stinking camping grounds about 4 p,m. and managed
to get a nice clean pilece ﬁf turf, We remain here for two days,
whlle supplies come out, It looks like rain, I wish it would,

and clear the air,

SEPTEMBER 27th, De Lisle had to move his camp this morning,
The Boers had been sniping him since daybreak, They chased our
rearguard yesterday and some narrowly escaped capture, This
is a delightful spectacle, About 300 Boers, with onhe gun
harassing the Cavalry Brigades, It 1is calculated to make one
feel proud of belonging to the British Army, A report has Just
come in to the effect that one of our shells yesterday carried
off two legs which belonged to Commandant Steencamp, This
fellow has fought most of De Wet's rear-guard actlons, It is

l1+

Probably only a native rumour, "to please master”,

SEPTEMBER 29th, Marched at 6-30 end halted at 9-30 till 12-30,
I got a couple of chickens on the way. Then we moved over a
rise and saw Enox's camp about 2 miles off. We passed this and
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went 3 miles farther, getting into bivouac at 2-30 p.m. I hear
to-nlght that all the towns are to be occupied permanently,
Plans are contlmally being altered, I suppose that our duty
will now conslist in escorting convoys of food to the different

towns along stinking roads !

SEPTEMBER 30th. We have only come about 6 miles from our last
camp, and nearer to the railway line. A convoy is just starting,
s0 I am sending off a mail, We spent a most unpleasant day in
camp. The wind was frightful, and threatened to blow the tent
down several times. We have sent our wagons to Rhenoster Statlion,
to fill up, so shall have to wait here for a couple of days., Ve
are on sandy ground, and the dust is awful, I have put down some
bread and hope that we shan't be moved until it is ready, Ve
have only been eating biscuit for two days, and are tired of it
already, so what must Tommy feel like ? And yet our biscuit is
exceilent. This is one of the places from which the Boers were
in the habit of blowing up the line, which is only about 6 miles
off. The other place was the camp which we left last night,
c&llea Ultkijh, and pronounced something like optcake, The water
is very muddy, but we brought a good supply from our last camp.
How nice it will be to be able to drink a glass of unboiled water

once more,

CTOBER 1st, The bread was a great success, Partiles of Lancers

vwent out to-day early to visit all the farms which are near, They
are to burn all the forage which they can see, and take the
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chickens for themselves., They have not yet returned, What a
surprise the wily Boer will get when he comés home for his usual
week-ends and finds all his forage burnt, and his cattle driven
off. A fine lot of cattle have just come in, The sheep are
lambing, and so they can't be driven. This plan of campaign
ought to have the effect of making the Burghers very tired of

De Wet, and more likely to glve him up. We heard that 500
deserted from him at Hellbron. Qur convoy has not yet
returned, and we shall most likely stay here for another day.

We have got a lot of forage from this ferm, ‘and now I see them

burning the rest, and also a lot of mealies which are in the cob.

OCTOBER 2nd. The Lancers came back, laden with geese and
chickens, and driving a lot of cattle and a few poniea before
them, I got e splendid pony, but she got loose during the
night., I found her in the morning and chased her for a few
miles, but couldn't catch her, The cattle were driven off
towards the railway line, but no escort went with them, and so
the Boers will probably recapture the lot. We marched at

& a,m, for a place 4 miles south east of Hellbron. t was very
cloudy and quite cold. We did the whole 20 miles, practically
without a halt and arrived here at B8 p.m. It was rather a
badly arranged march, for if we had halted at a dam about 11-350
we could have watered the animals ‘and fed ourselves, There
secmed to be no great urgency in our getting here qulckly. Our

mall arrived at the Station just after our convoy had left, so




we shall have to wait for it a few days longer, and then get 1T

by rail probably to Hellbron.

QCTOBER 3rd. Have had a quiet day in camp. The rain has not

yet come and the sky has quite cleared, The armoured train ran
into Heilbron to-day, getting fired on en route. About 2 o'clock
we heard that De Wet was threatening the line near Rhenoster
Station, and we start for there at 6 o'clock, Why we didn't at
once move in that direction one can't make out. Yesterday we
were only about 7 or 8 miles from the line, We don't know why
we came here at all, Now we have 26 mlles to march to-morrow
and will arrive too late to do anything. This Golcnﬁ seems to

be swarming with Commandoes, so the end 1s evidently not yet.

OCTOBER 4th. It was very cold last night, and a bitter wind

. blew this morning. We left at 6 o'clock with the wind behlnd
us, We crossed the Rhinoster about 10 o'clock and halted for
half an hour while the baggage came up. One of Tate's buck
wagons took too sharp a turn at the drift and went clean over.
Qur panniﬂf of stores containing several bottles of pickles also
went over, and we quite made up our minds that they were all
smashed, However, all we lost was a small bottle of rum, our
asccwmilated ration of a few days, and as I never drink it

it

¥
was no loss. We re-crossed the Rhinoster again at 12 o'clock
and by the same drift which we crossed on our way up country.
It was frightfully steep. Tate's water cart got out of hamd
and went over, smashing the pole in two places. Not bad luck
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for one day. We moved on again at 2-30 and got to Kopjes '
Station about 5 o'clock. No signs of a Boer all day, No letters

for.us, so I went down to Rhinoster Camp and got them to

telephone to the bridge and enquire for the mail. None there
either, Then I saw & wire which showed that our postman had

gone on to Heilbron, on the 2nd., after us. We left word there

this morning about the mails, so that if we wait a day or two

here we shall probably azet them. We had a very long day anrd

covered asbout 28 miles, Not an inch less. We have such fast

walking mules. They often walk 4% miles an hour, I got = g

ripping goose to-day. We have eaten nothing but poultry since

we left Kroonstad,

OCTOBER 5th. llail arrived from Heilbron by 8 o'clock train,

great luck, we are expecting another soon. i

QCTOBER &th, Firing began again about 5-30 this morning in

the direction of Kopje Alleen, and went on till 7, Then again
from 11 t£111 1 o'clock, and again from 4 to 5 o'eclock, Cur i
Brigade ne%er moved, and goodness knows why not, The guns were

obviously ours and it was very probable that De Lisle and Dalgetty

had rounded up De Wet, and that we could have been of great

assistance. We hadn't orders to remain where we are, and so it
seems to me that there is no excuse for our not having at once é
turned out when we heard contirnuous firing, I believe that a
wire came this evening from Hunter at XKroonstad telling us to
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remain where we are for the present. It has been very cloudy
all day, and we had a little rain about 5 o'clock but when I got
out my gum boots and waterproof it all blew over. It always
happens so. The most certaln way to make rain go away 1s, we

find, to trench our tent.

OCTOBER 7th. The rain came at 10-30 p.m,, after all, and a good

deal of wind with it., Visions of the Mafeking tornado came
before us, So we got up and dressed, and rolled up our bedding.
It was quite unnecessary, for the storm soon passed over, and

the rain was very little after all, We heard some firing this
morning, and at 2-30 p.m. we marched south. Two scouts came in
and reported that Dalgetty had taken a gun and smashed another,
and surrounded 500 Boers yesterday, We also heard of a big
laager not far from where we were going, and lots of Boers moving
parallel to us, who had been shelled from the other aide of the
Kopjes. We bivouacked at sundown as usual, Missed getting our
mail owlng to our march. I picked up 5 mules which had been
abandoned by Roberts' Column when it marched north. They are
in very fair condition and will fill the place of the 3 which

I have lost,

EETFH?R ﬁp@i At 6=30 a,m, the Pom Pom and 16th Lancers went to

occupy Kopje Aileen, and the rest of the Brigade marched at
8 o'clock. We got there about 10-30 and bivouacked on fresh
grournd. 1t 1s a little over 4 months ago since we were here,
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and now we are back on the same ground again and about 10
miles from the line., We had been in about an hour, and hed
got all fixed up, when the order came to turn out, One of
our Colonial Scouts had stumbled ecross about 500 Boers 5
miles from us, and they had teken everything from him, includ-
ing money, watch and spurs. Then they let him go. We went
to try amd cut them off and ﬁrotted about 4 miles, but as usual
they weren't at home, and we had our journey for nothing. We
had left Camp standing and got back about 3 o'clock. I paid
my respects to a most excellent chicken friccassee made by my
Staff Sergeant who is an old cook, He had put some sliced

chillies into it and they were a great improvement.

QCTOBER 9th. Another quiet day in Camp. Dalgetty's force
iSOt DL STl |

appeared among the hills on ocur right rear about noon and

they are still there, The cart went in for our mail at 6 a.m,

and we got them about 6 p.m, One of our fellows went out to ‘
a farm to seo some sick Boeras and he gave us part of the fes
vhich he received in kind: A duck and 10 epgs. We had 6

duck eggs for supper. A wire ceme to-day from Donovan f
asking for names of our R.A.M.C,, who were considered worthy

of notice by the Commander in Chief, This looks & good sign

of the times, I sent in my Staff Sergeant's name and expect

he willl get the Distinpulshed Conduct Kedal, It is Glbbons

whose wife you went to see at Colchester, Tate had a letter

from Irving, he 13 goling home slck.
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I got my £12 worth of Free State stamps to-day. We
are halting here again to-morrow, so I shall make some more

bread,

OCTOBER 10th., A foraging party of the 9th Lancers, with a
wagon, went out this morning, This 1s the game we should have
played all along, and it would have been much more profitable
than chasing De Wet about the Country; it would soon have got
to the ears of the men on Commando, and they would soon have
got tired of De Wet and given him up, As it is now the
majority of these farms have not been touched at all, I sent

& man with them on my horse and he brought back 6 chickens,

of which 2 came to us., I had a great job with the bresd to-

. day. There were no sods of turf to be had, so they made clay
and plastered the top and sides, I suppose this made the oven
more difficult to heat, and there was a very strong wind in
spite of the tent which was pitched over the oven, It turned
out all right in the end, and I think it is the best batch yet.
Only 2 loaves at a time could be baked so it is very slow work,
Next time I shall try and get it baked altogether in one of

the big ovens if we stop near a farmhouse, All these places
have large Bakers' ovens built cutside, and the vrows are very
good at bread-making, Our last batch was made 10 days ago,

and 1t is good still = what is left of it. We had a large
swarm of locusts thils evening pass over the camp, One of my
men goes home to-morrow, time expired, I wish I was going
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With him, I must get a man from one of the Regiments, as I am
now reduced belcew one man per wagon; qulte a swapgper Bearer
Company to be in command of; but I have found that so long

&8s I have one man per wagon, that I can do everything I went,
and I expect all bearer cempanies will be reduced to that
strength in future wars, 1f they don't combine them with Field

 Hospitals altogether,

OCTOEER 11th, Still at Kopjes Alleen, and likely to remain
here so far as one can make out, It is getting rather
monoteonous. Blew very hard all day, -but we are on the windward
side of the Camp and so do not get any dust, I took ocut a very
bad wisdom tooth this morning for Lord Douglas Compton of the
.9th.; he was awfully plcaseé and astonished, I anm glad that

I brought my own instruments with me, there are only 2 forceps
supplied in the equipment, and one is supposed to take out any
tooth with them. We had the battery M.0, to lunch and gave him
& ripping fricasseed duck, new bread, coffee, and tapiocsa
boiled in milk, His messing costs about £10 a month, so he
hed something to think about after lunch, I have got one of
the 17th Lancers to replace the man who 1Ef£ this morning, I
heard that troops are to be sent home by Army Corps in the
order they came out, I hope it is so, for we should go home
amongz the first,

EEH?EEEL}EEEE, We were all prepared for another day's halt
when at 10-30 orders came te mnruh.far Kroonstad as soon as




possible, Ve got off at 12 o'clock. It was very sultry and a
tremendous hot wind was blowing, making things unpleasant. It
was 24 miles as the crow flies and no-one thought that old
Porter would do it in one maerch considering the hour we started
and that there were no urgent orders. But he made up his mind
to go straight in, and so we have had a very long and tiresome
march, He does not conslder hls horses or transport mules one
bit, It was pitch dark when we got in and we had some very
difficult ground to get over to reach our old camp. We got
there about 8-50, found that the Cavalry Depot Camp had been
pitched quite close, and that our old ground has been encroached
upon and is thick dust, Gocdness help us when the wind gets

up to-morrow, but if we are to stop a few days we will turn
Tate on and try and get to fresh ground., I got 7 chickens on
the road and meant to bring them in alive and kill as required.
I found 3 dead when I got in. The nigger had knocked them on
the head when catching them, I only paid 7/- for the seven,
Thizs 1s a wonderfullf cheap country for poultry, if one only
gets away from the Towns and main roads. The Kaffirs never

ask more than 1/- each, and 1/- a dozen for egga, Ve are
wondering why we have come in., Many think that the Brilgade 1s
goine to be broken up, and that we are going home. However,
we shall know to-morrow,., Fricasseed chicken at 9-50 p.mw, and

a bed in the open., |

OCTOBER 13th. I didn't sleep a wink all night., First of all
the dogs began to bark in the Kaffirs' locatlon, which 1s quite
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close, Then the cocks began to crow as soon as the moon rose.
After a bit, to my horror, one of my cccks began to crow like
blazes and threatened to wake up the whole camp, Thils wasn't
good enough, so I got out and wrung his neck, About half an
hour after this one of the hens started a row, so I got up and
killed her, I thought that this was surely the end of 1it,
but it was not to be. I had 2 more cocks and they started
after a bit., The result was no sleep, and 4 corpses in the
morning. I got up about 5-30 and went off to look for the
mail. The line had been badly blown up south of this, so no
mail, and we have been brought in to patrol the country south
of this. That ends all going home at present, Then I went
and found my Irish horse quite recovered, and so I got him
back, and now have 2 chargers. He 1s as fat as a plg and very
fit, I had both shed. A hizh squdlly wind soon got up and
we have been miserable all day. The Camp was greatly exclted
by my production in the Bloemfontein Post. It takes up halfl
one side, I got 2 dozen coples from the Agent and have posted
them to different people: 6 to you, several to Saugor, and
Mapleton, and one to Donovan's Secretary, - I think it is rather
rot that the paper hasn't offered me anything seelng that 1t
fills up such a lot of thelr ilasue, Tate cashed a cheque for
allowances and we settled up. I borrowed some of it and am
buying £10 more Orange I'ree Stqté stamps, Private Jones who
uged to be my factotum in in NWo.2 VWard at Colchester turned

up to-day,. Ie has just come out with 50 others, to take over
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the Scottish Hospital, He gave a dreadful account of the way
that Colchester Hospital was run after we left, and his
eriticisms of several officers were very funny. I hear that
"Bobs" goes home at the end of the month and Kitchener gets
the command, He is expected to do great things by means of
stern measures, About 5 o'clock a dreadful storm seemed to be
.about to burst, but it all swept round and passed over, At
7 o'clock another series of frightful gusts struck the tent
and our discomforts commenced agaln., I do wish it would pour
to-night and make things more pleasant. We hope to get our
mail before we march at 8-30 a.m, tc;morrow. I hope we never
return to thils stinking place, We had Thompson and Wynn to
_lunch to-day. Fresh bresd, 'and boiled chicken, with coffee

ad 1ib, It is frightfully thirsty weather,

OCTOBER -,1‘-;1;?1. The rain didn't come after all, but 1t had

rained a few miles away, and the air was very fresh and cold,
I went for the letters but the mail hadn't come, ani we left

without .2t. The wind was blowing very hard and we were thank-
ful to get out of the dust, We only came as far as Boachrand,
7 miles, the place where we were in ﬂction.bafare we gobt into

Kroonstad, We camped on nice clean fresh grass and are very
comfortable, The Boers had dragged about a mile of telegrapi
poats down by bullocka and took them away about 5 mlles and
left them there, ' This took place about 4 miles {rom where wve
are, and they were sniping our pickets last night at thils
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place, I imagline that we are going to burn farms round here,
I heard a good story to-day. One of our people was tasken
prisoner early in the war and a Boer sald: "You know we are
going to win because the Lord is on our side." And the Tommy
sald "Don't you make too bloody sure about that, we have 3
Lordz.en our side, and 2 of them have made a good many mistakes

already, I saw a cow with a fine udder going past our tent

this afternoon, so I had her rounded up and caught. We were
proceeding to milk her when a Kaffir came and claimed her as
belonging to & Loyalist in Kroonstad. We went on with the mill-

ing but she only gave about half a pint, It was a bit of a sell,

OCTOEBER 15th, A quiet day in camp, perfectly calm, and such

& treat not to have a tent flapping. Cne of the 17th, who was
with a party golng out to burn farms, got thrown, and dragged
for some distance, I brought him in, but he died in about an
hour, Poor fellow, He was a reservist of the 21st Lancers,and
had letters from his girl who was soon expecting him home, I
hear that 'Hunter has been ordered to send a letter to De Wet,
and tell him that "Bobs" 1s tired of thls specles of warfare
and means to devastate the country unless he gives up at once,.

‘e blew up and burnt 4 farms near here to-day, and I believe

'_J

all the farma for 10U mlles on each slde of the line for the

for the next 10 miles are to be destroyed, dand we begin to-
morrow., I think thls ought to make them chuck 1%,

QCTOBER 16th, We marched at 7-30. About & mile from camp we
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halted and blew up a farm (2 houses}.with guncotton, All the
chickens, plgas etc, were taken and just a few things allowed

to be taken out first. This place was owned by a man who is
out on Commando, It was very sad to see the women and children
sltting a little way off and watching that house being blown
up. I got 2 photos as the place went into the air. All the
women and chlldren of the farms we are destroying are being :
sent into EKroonstad and kept and fed there. This ought to

worry brother Boer, Soon after this a very fine farm was burnt
because 200 Boers slept there last night, Then we got word that
the Boers had left the place where they were last night, and

from which they chased the 17th and had gone 1ln the directlon

- of Bothaville, %e halted from 12 t1l11 2 and then changing

direction went towards that place. About 4 or 5 miles to our
léft was a long kopje covered with bush, A trcoop of the 9th
went and reported Boers there, Porter sent them back to make
sure, and just after we had got into bivouac about 4 o'clock,

we got word that some of the 9th had been wounded and that there
were lota of Boersa there entrenched, Forrest, the 9th Doctor,
went out with his Cape cart, and scon after I went with an
ambulance, but met a sergeant coming back who said that only

one man had been hit, and he was coming in with Forrest, VWhy

we didn't at once move on and get round these fellowa I don't
know, but perhaps Porter doea, It may be conasidered a much
safer thing to let them slip away in the night as usual. The
man was shot through the back and abdomen, the bullet then going
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in through hls arm and lodging under the skin., He seems very
well and may do all right. I spotted a fine cow coming along
with the other captures, so I nailed her and got a fine lot of
milk out of her. I think she will turn out much better than

the last., I have just heard that the Boerp position will be
reconnoltred to-morrow morning, and if found occupied (which

‘1t almost certainly will not be) will be attacked. I wish they
would give us the chance, A Boer woman who thinks she will

have her house blown up to-miorrow has Just sent in word that

she is dylng. One of our fellows is beling sent out to see her,
The people of the farm near us buried-a whole lot of farm
produce and clothing., Our Tommies found it and soon had the
most of 1it, Ve had some green peas 1n our chicken stew to-
1night. Porter's head scout told us to-night that we were
taking part in a very extensive rounding movement, and that the
Boers were being pushed towards the Vaal River north of
Bothavllle, We are at present about 20 miles due west of Kroeenss:
Kroonstad, I expect we shall soon reach the river and get into
the Transvaal, when we expected we were going in the direction
of Bloemfontein, Our cocoa was delicious to-night, made almost
entirely on new milk, The sufferings of the troops in the food
line are simply horrible., They never get any other meat than
poultry and pigs,

OCTOBER 17th. Ve have had a grand series of middles to~day,
First of all the 15th and Pom Pom were sent to reconnoitre the
kopje where the Boers were last night, and told to rejoin the
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Brigade as quickly as possible and assume thelr place as advance
guard. This meant that the reconnaissance was hurriledly done
and then the whole Regiment had to trot about 7 miles to reach
the Brigade, and another mile to get to their proper position
in front. If another regiment had been told off out of 1ts
turn to take advanced guard, and the 16th had been told off -To
rear-gunard, it seems to me at any rate that the horses would ;
have been spared a good bit and some of our subsequent
calamities would not have occurred, Then we burnt 3 farms and
were moving only about a mile from a large force of Infantry

and Convoy on our right. It loocked so absurd for a Cavalry

Brigede to be hugging another large force on its right, &and
leaving the whole of the Country to cur left unexplored, when
our object was to drive all the Boers in the directlon of
Bothaville, About 12 o'clock Porter got an order to make a
wider sweep to the left., We had just started to do this when
we had heavy firing on our left flank., A troop of the 17th had
gone to burn another farm, and stumbled into about 250 Boers.
Some of tﬁe 16th who were coming along on tlired horses were
surrounded, 3 taken prisoner, and 1 shot in the leg. One of the
17th had 6 bullets into him - nearly all sporting - and one
broke his spine., The 3 of the 16th had everything taken, but

were let go when we began to shell them, The

'Tth, poor fellow,
died while I was bringing him in, I gave him a good dose of
morphia, and he just went to sleep and went out, The bulk of
these Boers went back and are now behind us to cut the line or
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do what they wish, Ve are alongside the other force all in a
great hollow, and the whole of the Country to our left is quite
open. The Boers are very angry with the prisoners and threatened
to blow out their brains in the same way that we blow up their
farms, If it goes on much longer I expect they will shoot and
not take any prisoners, The whole of to-day's show was a
disgusting exhibition of incompetence, and all the officers are

very sick about it,

OCTOBER 18th, The Brigade turned out here at 8 o'clock, with
the mounted infantry, and went out farm-burning, The bivouac
was left standing., We burnt about 7 or & farms and many more
vere destroyed by the M.I, who were operating about 6 or 7 miles
parallel to us., We only met a few Boers, There seems to be no
system about the destruction of farms at all. I went to one
small house and found a subaltern turning a family out because
8 or 9 men had been seen leaving the place, There was a Mother,
daughter about 17, another of 12, 2 boys and several little
children, None of them knew any English and they were weeplng,
Theylhad simply been allowed to take some bedding and a little
meal, and they flew from the place, expecting it to be blown up.
I got hold of a man who spoke Dutch and went after them and
explained why the house was being burnt. She said that her
man had been wournded in the arm some months ago, and couldn't
fight, He was employed by some man near Smaldecl to look after

horses here, and that a week ago the Boers suapecting that he
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was glving us information, put him into jail at Bothaville. It
may be all a lle, but if true, we haven't played the game, I got
some Tommles to go in and pull out a sack of mealies and a sack
of meal, and have told them to go back after the troops had left
and pull out as much as they could, The burning was very badly
done and I don't think much damage will ensue, It is slckening
work, but if it ends the war - All right | I believe we halted
here to-day to give the "feet" a bit of a rest, It 1s very
trying for Infantry these days and they were pretty well done up.
All the wounded of yesterdaf are doilng well, One of the 9th was
shot in the thigh last night on picket, because he didn't hear
the challenge. He wasn't badly hurt fortunately, We hear they
have some guns in position near Bothaville, and wish they would
make a stand and get the knock. We heard at a farm to-day that
General Philip Botha was injured by ore of our shells yesterday,

but don't know whether it is true or not.

OCTOBER 19th. We marched at 6 o'clock to the Valsch River,
getting there about 12 o'clock. Our baggage came along slowly
with the Infantry., We didn't see any Boers and blew up a few
farms. We saw an Englishman near here on his farm and he said
that about 50 Boers have gone from near here on Commando for
the first time., Also that there are only about 800 or 900 of
them, and that about 150 of them have no rifles et all, We
also hear that they left Bothaville to-day, and that each man

has several ponies, also that the Convoy and Infantry stop here,




and we go on a 4 days trek and come back, but cdon't know yet

whether that 1s true or not.

OCTOBER 20th. A regiment and Pom Pom went on to recconnolitre
Bothaville at 5 o'clock, and the rest of the Brigade didn't start
until we had been informed that there were no Boers there, This
was about 10 o'clock, and we had a very hot march of about 8
miles, I don't know on what principles Porter made one regiment
to recconnoitre a place which he means to occupy with his whole
force. It doesn't seem sound to me, but we don't think much

of him in the Brigade, This is a rotten little willage, and has
been a great Boer stronghold for the last 5 months. A ecivilian
surgeon, & mirse, and an orderly were left here 5 months ago by
Methuen with hls sick, and the Boers would not let them go.

They were awfully glad to see us, and say that the enemy sre in
an awful funk of us, and run like blazes when there is a rumour
of our coming. Many of the houses were looted by order to-day,
and I hear that the whole place is to be blown up. At ocur last
bivouac was an Englishman who was lame and Porter found him a
cape cart and allowed him to go in and spy out this place, The
Boers collared him, and are going to shoot him, He had been
suspected of playing the spy before, and they had taken his cape
cart and horses away, and ordered him to stay on his farm. I
can't meke out why he was mad enough to go into Bothaville,

We are going to start at 4-45 a,m, to-morrow and march 30 miles,
ard must be at the journey's end by 4=-30 p,m, I don't know what
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is up, but we shall have a trying march, Tate stops here,
We are expected to be back on Tuesday night ard to-morrow 1s
Sunday, We had a big dust storm to-day and 1t looks like rain
to-night, but I'm afraid it will blow over as usual, My yeast
went off as I was loosening the cork and went all over the
place. It was lucky the cork didn't hit me. The Englishwoman
in the hotel will bake the bread for us I think, The Civilian
and the Murse are going to try and get to Kroonstad as soon as
possible, I don't know whether they will be allowed to go alone,
or walt for the return mafﬁh of the troops. In case they go
before I get back I'm having my mﬂil_ready for them to take in,
The Force marched at 5 a,m, but did not get across
the drift before about 7-30, The country very soon became
sandy and the going was very heavy., Farms were very few and far
between and there was practically no water in the line of march.
About mid-day we reached a deep pool near & farm house_and there
was a halt for 2 hours., The animals were led into the pool,
and very quickly the water became liquid nmmd, I suppose it was
better than nothing. Commardo Nelk == pushed on about 2 p.m,.
and reached the drift about 5 p.m., Our advanced scouts had a
few shots at some Boera who were on the far slide of the Vaal,
We were just going into bivouac when a body of men with wagons
were seen a few miles to our left, The guns went off at a trot
but after about & mile it was discovered that it was pert of
Gen,Settle's force, We then went back to our blvouac arnd I went
and had a good swim in the river, No sign of the Boers whe we
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went from Bothaville to bag.

OCTOBER 21st. Left st 6 a.m, and marched to the farm where
we had watered yesterday  There were large herds of blessbok
to be seen, and as there were no Boers about, several offlicers
were allowed to ride in front of the edvenced scouts and try

their luck on the deer, Ve had only the same filth as vester-
day to glve the animals to drink end there will be very little

left for the Dutclmen's cattle after we leave, I saw a sick

woman here and got some poultry as & fee,

OCTOBER 22nd. Marched at 6 a,m, and reached Bothaville about
10 o'clock., Ve found tha£ the place was in flames ard that
most of the buildings had been blown up by guncotton. There
were only 4 buildings left standing. We marched agaln at 2 pol,
teking with us the civil surgeon anﬂxthe sister who had becr
here so long.

We fell in with a large body of Hunter's force which
was marching across our front after De Wet., Camped on & nice

ground about S p.m. and pitched a tent for the sister.

OCTOBER 235rd. Marched to Nordebeeste Kraal and halted for

the night. Nothing eventful to record,

OCTOBER 24th, We left camp at 6 o'clock end had a very slow
march, I pushed shead, and was just in time to knock & 1little
pig on the head at a farm which was being burnt. It was
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deserted, and the people had buriled a lot of stuff in the garden,
and which was quickly found by the Tommies. I saw a Bible of
1792, which I would like to have got hold of. Then I pushed
ahead as far as the advanced scouts and got 5 fowls end 16 epgs
on payment. We reached blvcouac gt 11-30 and have had a quiet
day. We are burning all farms, even those of British subjects.
These will be compensated end are all going Into Kroonsted with
us, Lots of Kaffirs with all their stock are also coming. Tate
got a chance of getting our letters off by a runner this evening
and they will catch the nexﬁ mail, so that you won't be without
a letter,

We won't get to Kroonstad till Saturday efternoon, and

from there I hear we are going south towards Bloemfonteln,

L (=

OCTOBER 25th. Ve have had such a rotten day. We started at
§=30, It had rained a fair amount 1n§t night and so it was
pleasantly cool, It was intended to march into Kroonstad in &
marches, and at sbout 10 o'clock we were told to push on and
were marching till about 2 o'clock, covering about 27 miles.
The mules, ete., were pretty well done up. To mend mattera I
had to send 2 wagons back for men, and one will have to cover
an additional 10 miles at least, A stupid officer sent a chit

{*
-

to the Adjutant of his Reglment which was In front, instead of
sending to me direct. The result was that my wagon had to go
back 5 miles. We burnt every farm we came to and are driving
all tihie stock before us, Even our English guide's house wes
burnt and it had just cost £3,000 to bulld, so he will get
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compensation for it, I got some rhubarb and onions out of
the garden near where We nalted this evening. We ought to get

in early and get our mail in order to answer it,

OCTOBER_26th. Left camp at 6-30 and got to Kroonstad about
11 o'clock. I put all the sick into the late Scottish Hospital,
Got & mail, but the latest has not yet arrived, owing to the
line being blown up. 1 got a couple of towels at the Hospital.
gister True and the Civil Surgeon wWere ewfully pleased with the
way we did them on the road in, and were very grateful. We
ceme back to ocur old camping ground, but this time we went awey
well to the left flank and.got on to clean grourd, We leave
to-morrow for Bloemfontein, I belleve. Not much sign of the
end of the war yet. I had a good deal of trouble in getting
my 4 mules from the Remcunts, I picked out a pony in place
of one of my horses which went lame and he was just going to
be shod when one of the daffadars said "he was no good and
that he had a good horse which he would let me have 1f the
officer would allow it," He produced the horse and I got him.
I had a long talk with a couple of the Indians and soon had a

great crowd of them round me, all delighted to hear a sahib

talking their own lingo.

OCTOBER 27th. We marched at 8 o}clcck for Boshrand end now
heve completed the circle on which we started a fortnlght ago.
T went and saw Wade Brown and Sister True, and Wood arnd his
wife and son. Mrs Wood was very nice and wished to be
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pemembered to you. She 1ives in & bell tent in the Sisters!
lines., Wood got a pass up to Bloemfontein for her and then

she smuggled herself on to Kroonstad. They were going to send
her back, but here she is, and Wood needn't care very rmch how
long the Wer lasts, She advlised me to try and get statloned

to Wynberg. We don't know quite what we are ub to at present.
Hunter has wired for permission to burn Ventersberg, which is
about 20 miles from here, apnd then go on and burn Lindley., Ve
maey have to go on with him, or we may contimie our march
straight on to Bloemfontein, I'm thinking very strongly of
going to see Vilson the P.M.0. of the force, and ask to be sent
to Cape Town., If I got there I might get posted to onme of the
Hospitals at Wynburg aryl stop there, and perhaps get a couple

of months!' leave to go home for you. I faney that for the

next year or two it would De bebter to be stationed at the base.
I don't think Wilson would pefuse to transfer one to the base
after a year's trek. There must be lots of men at the base who
would be delighted to come up to the front. Anyhow, I thini

I shall see ebout it, 1 was glad to see they had accepted my
Thesis. There now only remains the Military Law, and that won't
be very much of a Job, and then I'm done with exams for ever

I hope. I bought a couple of hens yesterday on the way in,

and as we didn't want meat I tied them by a string to the

wheel of a wagon and had them fed, They are quilet and

sensible hens and both of them 1laid me an egg to-day after we
got in. Now we shall spere their lives until they have finished

laying.




OCTOBER 28th. Ve had rather a beastly night. It began to rain
at 7 o'clock, and went on hard till 12 o'clock, A falr smount
of water flowed through the tent, Then when I had just managed
to get to sleep, I felt some animel crawling over my arm. i
knocked him off'ﬂrf, striking a light, found it to be a tortolse.
When we went to turn him out he stank most frightfully and
nearly made us sick, I suppose it was his way of retaliating.
Later on we were awakened by loose mules rubbing themselves
against the tent ropes., Then we had to be up at 4-30, so on
the whole we didn't get much of a night's rest, Just as we
were ready to move off we heard shelling down the line about

6 miles off, We went on quilckly and found that about 400 Boers
had surprised a post of 88 Berkshire Volunteers 6 miles from
where we were, and that they had all surrendered. DNot a shotb
was fired on either side, They couldn't have had any pickets
out or sentries posted, although they had been warned that they
would probably be attacked last night, and had bean told to
entrench, and had been sent 5,000 extra rounds by the force
stationed on the line near them. It 1s a most extraordinary
and disgraceful affair, They were sent about 100 yards from
the line and hidden, Then the Boers lay in walt for the train
which was coming., This was broad daylight, about 5-30 a.m,
They held up the traln and an Officer on beoard shot one of the
Boera and killed him, They then ﬁct fire to one of the trucks
of oata, While they were doing this they heard another train

approaching

g F

and mist have chuckled 1like blazes at the prospect
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of more loot, However, it turned out to be the armoured train
and they opened fire with & naval 12-pdr. into the Boers at 200
yarda.. They must have got a nasty fright. As they galloped
away, 10 more shells were pub after them, and the Offlcer 1n
charge of the gun says he emptled many saddles, All the maxims
on.the train jammed, otherwise mich more damage would have been
done, They couldn't take away the prisoners or their rifles, and
only broke a few. On the whole they didn't score much, We
couldn't get near them, so turned back to Geneva Siding and halted
to wait for Hunter, and the feet, end some more guns. There are
two large Laagers near Ventersburg, 1500 and BOO Boers each, and

I suppose we are going there to-morrow, but of course Brother

Boer won't wait, I believe our mails and "Bobs'" despatches were
on this train, so they had a narrow escape,. I also hear that the
Cavalry Division is to be broken up, and that French 1ls to command

the Transvaal.

OCTOBER 29th.,  We started at 5-30 and reached Ventersburg Road
about 1l o' clock, It was a beantiful day and we have been gquite
comfortable in camp. About 5 o'clock we got orders to prepare
for a night march at 8 o'clock. We are to make a circle of 20
miles and get behind the Boera. The feet start at 12 midnight.
Nothing but fighting kit 1s to go, arnd all the bagprage and my
embulances are to go on to-morrow to Ventersburg. I was to take
one ambulance only, but as that would be quite uscless and a

miisance in the dark, I have borrowed 2 pack mules to carry a
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pannier and stretchers, dressings, and comforts, I have also
porroved 3 horses from the Engineers who are not going, and am
mounting 3 orderlies. I have also borrowed a cape cart which is
very light and handy. I hope it will all go off well, It is my
first night march, and 1% is of course jumpy work.

Well, the night march is over, thank goodness, and we
didn't come to grief., We got away at 8-15, and went very slowly.
The moon was in its first quarter, but gave a falr amount of
light., It was very jumpy work. We couldn't have advanced
scouta out far from the head of the column otherwlise they would
have lost touch with the Brigade and have got lost. Every
farm-house we came to we had to leave sentries so that the
occupants should not slip éff and warn the enemy., At any
moment we might have stumbled across the Boers, and in the dark
there would have been a3 mach chance of being shot by our oWn
men a&s by them, I was frightfully aieapy and I don't think
there is a worse punishment than not being allowed to alesep when
one wants, The moon went down at 12 o'clock, but the stars
gave a wonderful amount of light. About 5 o'clock we halted
for about £ of an hour, and most of us lay down in the road

and got a few winks, 0ld "porter" wasn't a blt keen on

ﬁ
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running his Brigade into a trap, so he waited for the dawn, E
£

Then we got into a long defile and goodness help us if there i
had been Boers on either side, We couldn't put out scouts, !

and didn't know what might be there. We went through at a
quick walk, and just when we reached the middle, off went a
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gun in the direction of the Infantry, and then others, and a
most tremendous rattle of musketry. I have heard nothing like
it since Paardeburg, We lmmedlately went ahead at full lick
and got through the rest of the defile, and sweepling rourd a
corner saw Ventersburg Town about 2 mliles away. It was
awfully exciting, so much so that some of the Lancers threw
away 5 chickens which they had picked up durlng the nlght, and
haversacks and water-bottles fell about and lay where they were,
I wasn't quite so excited that I mlssed gettlng the chickens,
and very good ones they were. One regiment now went forward
to cut off the retreat of the enemy, and the rest of the Brigade
were seen in action and fifing like mad., It wasn't quite day-
light and we couldn't make out friend from foe. We certalnly
thought we had surrounded the Boers, and would bag the lot,
The 17th Lancers got into the town and opened fire on our own
infantry, Each man loosed off 50 rounds before the mistake
was found out, and the feet replied in style, but no damage
was done on either side. We shelled some kop)es which had
actually been occupied by Rimington's Scouts, and also shelled
the M,I., but no harm was done. The Infantry field guns in
shelling the Boers, very nearly landed socme shells amongst us,
Finally we saw the Boers streak away to our right and pasas
right acroass the defile which we had come along, and got clear
away. I don't think we wounded or killed a single one. When
We got into the town subsequently we heard that we had passed
thelr laaper in the dark and had mlissed it, and that the Boers
- 362, =




we were firing at only numbered about 100. The feet had wvery
bad luck. They stumbled on the enemy in the dark, while search-
ing in close formation, and got it hot, The Battery was halted
at the time and got opened on at 200 yards. The Najor was shot
dead, and their horses stampeded, but fortunately were stopped
very quickly. Several men were hit and run over by the guns.
The Cow-gun oxen stampeded also, but 2 got shot and acted as a
drag and pulled up the remainder. We had 11 casualtles
altogether, including 2 killed. One of the 9th was on rear-guard
and didn't wake up when the rest moved on. The flying Boers
came across him end riddled him, I sent back 5 miles and got
him, but he died in a few hours. I dressed all the Infantry
wounded for Tate, and had to pad and fix 2 broken thighs among
them, They were sent in to the Railway. Ve halt here S days
I believe, and are going to burn this town and all the farms
round, I shall have to go out to-morrow but shall lie In a
wagon and have a rest. One of the Buffs got his arm smashed

e few m;nutes ago by a pal who loosed hls rifle off accildentally
in camp., I'm beastly tired to-night, and sincerely hope there

won't be any more night marching.

OCTOBER 30th., This has been a great day for Ireland. The

Brigade went out at 6 a.m., farm burning, I had had a good

night and was quite fit again, We burnt about 4 farms and took

away all the men on them., Then we went on to the fattest farm

I have yet seen. Well built, occupied by several famllies and
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packed full of mealies, burnt the houses and wagons and

collared all the poultry. My Staff Sergeant and I got 10 ducks
and 4 fowls, also a lot of onions, We put all into a sack and
then Gibbons held the sack in front of his saddle, and T led

his pony back to the Brigade. I had 6 ducks kept alive and
loosed them in the wagon, so now we caen kill as we want them,

We began our return march about 11 o'clock and when we got near
the town I went off to look for loot, I found Infantry Tommles
rifle in hand breaking open all the closed houses and looting
them of what they wanted, I got hold of a nice cape cart and
put 2 of my mules into it. Then I went on the prowl for
harness, I eventually found myself at the Parson's house, and
it had been looted already. Fe 1s a swine and has preached
against us end had to bolt, He had a beautifully furnished
house, and it was a great pity to see all the things thrown
about, In his coach house I found a splendid cape cart,almost
new, and it had cost about £120, I left the other and took this,
also a large wagon sheet and a deck chair. Then a Tonmy came

to téll me he had found 2 good sets of harness in another house,
so we went and got them. We then went back.to camp very pleased
with ourselves, There I heard of a fine set of harness which
ons of the L&nnerg had got hold of and he swopped 1t for mine.
It 1s a black set, silver mounted,.and with large heart-shaped
appendages of yellow satin covered by celluloid; in fact quite
a state set of harness. I shall carry some patients in it when
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we are crowded,

NOVEMBER 1st. I went again into the town this morning driving
in the cape cart, I took some flour to the people whose son I

saw yesterday for consumption, and they are making me some bread.
I got some developing dishes and printing frames, and a red lamp.
All the houses of those Boers who are on Commando were burnt, I
re-lined a tea-cosy which Moore got from the Parson's house, I
belleve we march towards Wynburg to-morrow, This 1s on our way

to Bloemfontein,

NOVEMBER 2nd, It began to rain last night about 6 o'clock and

it has gone on without ceasing for 24 hours, and is still at 1it.
There has been a strong wind blowing all the time and it has made
it very cold, We are sheltered all right in a dcuble fly tent,
but the men of the Brigade are in a very parlous condition, and
the animals are very wretched. We were just preparing to march
at 7 o'clock this morning when orders came that we should wait
till the rain ceased; so here we are and I don't suppose we
shall be able to move to-morrow as the ground would be too heavy
for the wagons, The Infantry all have tents and it is a beastly
shame that our Brigade haven't brought theirs. It would be only
S more wagons to what we have already, It has been such a long
day sitting listening to the rain beating against the tent, but
one 1s thankful to be sheltered,
NOVEMBER 3rd. It left off raining about 1l o'clock, but it
looked very threatening this morning. We left camp at 7 o'clock
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and marched to Virginia Siding on the Zand River, We burnt a
mumber of farms en route and it was very sad to see women and
children being turned out on the veldt in the rain, but it can't
be helped I suppose, and some of these women are far worse than
the men folk. Someone bagged my 3 ducks last night. Two of
them were laying, so it was hard luck. We couldn't cross the
river when we got here, but hope to be able to to-morrow. This
is the same place we crossed on our way up. The bridge has heen
rebuilt sufficiently to allow all trains to run over, There are
all sorts of rumours about the Brigade. Some think it will be
broken up, and that regiments with 2 guns each wlll go out,

That would mean the Bearer Cdmpany ard the Field Hospital being
broken up. I'm going to get Tate to go down to Bloemfontein by
train, when we get within 2 days' march and see the P.M.0. there

and see 1f we can't get down to Cape Town.

NOVEMBER 4th. We were to march at 8 o'clock, 1f the drift was
passable. At 6 o'clock we were told that it was not possible to
cross the drift and so made up our minds to a day's halt at

Zand River, At B o'clock we got orders to march at 9 o'clock,
it having been discovered that we could cross the drift., It

took us about 2 hours to get all the wagons over, and it was very
funny to sit on the bank and watch them crossing. The current
was so swift last night that a team of miles was carried off its
feet and over a small cataract, but they got to shore all right,
We c&malabout 10 miles and are now 1ln bivouac near the rallway
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line, It i3 quite refreshing to see the trains running up and
down, I hear we are to go to Smaldeel and wait for orders., We
ought to get there to-morrow and find a mall waiting for us.
It has been a perfect day, no dust and quite cool. I got a

loaf of bread from the Hospital at Zand River, and another at

Welgelegen, which we passed about 2 o'clock.

NOVEMBER 5th. We left camp at 6 ol'clock, thinking we were

going to Smaldeel, but after half a mile we were suddenly
turned off to the East and found ourselves going to Winburg.
This meant a march of 24 miles, About 500 guards with a
construction train are working up the line from Smaldeel to
Winburg, and repairing it. We passed a lot of barley on the
way and helped ourselves very freely to it, but the extraordinary
fact 1s that we didn't set what we dldn't want on fire, The
Boers filled 2 wagons with forage at this place only 2 days ago,
and yet we left more for them later on. We halted for an hour
and a half in the middle of the day, and then pushed on to
Winburg, getting there about 3 o'clock, It is one of the
strongest positions we have yet seen, e are holding the place
with about 1500 men, 300 of whom are mounted, chiefly Queenstown
Volunteers, and yet they were practically beselged there, We
shall probably halt here to-morrow and get our maila, fill up
with supplies, and then there is some talk of going towards
Ficksburg. Beastly country I beliﬂve. I'm sorry we are not
going to Bloemfontein first; 1t 1s quite a disappointment,
NOVEMBER 6th. Tate and I drove into Winburg and saw Hamilton
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who is running a stationary Hospital there. He is not the man
we knew 1n Sangor, The Hospital is in scme of the schools and
churches, rather scattered, but everything very nice. It 1s an
awfully nice and clean little town, and I have not seen any
place I should more like to be statloned in than this, Essex
who used to be Sergt.Major at Colchester, 1s quartermaster here.
He came out to see us this morning and 1s looking very well.

The train hasn't come in yet, and so we have not got amy mail

ao far, 6 p.m. The construction train came in about 2 o'clock
and was followed by an armoured train, Our mails were on board
this, but they didn't manage to send a cart for them till

6 o'clock, No orders yet for the next move of the Brigade.

I suppose they will take some time to learn that it is quite
useless sending a Cavalry Brigade about the country with a
large baggage column to hunt Boers, What are wanted are small
bodies of mounted Infantry, or Pollice, under dashing young
officers, who will suddenly raid farms and villages and collar
priscners. The oat straw 1s now fit to cut, and although there
is extremely little in the shape of crops sown thils year, still
small parties would always find enough for themselves and their
horses.

NOVEMBFR 7th, This morning we were ordered to send the dis-
mounted men, with thelir saddles, by rail to Blocemfontelin., They
were to get remounts and join us at Smaldeel, Then I heard that
the Hospital train was coming up so I got leave to go to

" Bloemfontein and rejoin at Smaldeel, At 1 p.m, just as we were
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going to lunch, orders ceme to march as soon as possible to
Bloemfontein. I had just posted my English maill and I hope

it got away alright in time. We marched through the town and
past the Kaffir locatilon. This is built in parasllel rows of
housea and is very clean and nice, We went past the Kaffir
school and heard about 50 kids singing God Save the Queen, The
country we passed over was very hilly, and about 3 miles out of
the town I heard 2 explosions, or else guns in the distance in
the direction of the railway. I expect they have blown up the
line again, We marched till 7-30, but had a full moon to help

us into bivouac, We march at 6 o'clock to-morrow,

NOVEMBER Eth. We marched at 6 o'clock and had a very easy trek

t1ll about 12 o'clock amnd then went into bivouac. We burnt 3
farms to-day. One belonged to a Field Cornet who i1s fighting
against us, and it was simply packed with clothing ete., which
had been looted, at times from us. The women had taken a good
deal of 1t out, but it was all thrown back again and burnt, and
they were brought along to Bloemfontein. 300 Boers followed
our rearguard to-day and nearly cut off 20 of the 9th who went
back to burn a farm, They got one man., The party got back at
2 o'clock and reported the circumstance, but although they are

only 6 miles back, we sit still and make no effort to bag them,

NOVEMBER 9th, We left at 6 o'clock, and trekked till 10-30,
We halted till 1-30 and went on again. It was very cloudy up
t111 this time, and some Thunder. Thompson very nearly got
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atruck by lightning. We have done over 26 mlles to-day and are
now encemped by the Modder River about 14 mlles from Bloem-
fontein, I shall go ahead to-morrow and try my luck with the
P.M.0, and see if I can't get left here, There is of course
the chance that the Brigade will be broken up as such here, and

then they won't want a Bearer Company or Field Hospital,

NOVEMEER 10th., I left cemp at 7 o'clock and went into

Bloemfontein in the cape cart., I did quite a lot of business
before the Brigade came in. Porter told me that the Brigade

had been broken up. 9th go to Modder River, 17th to Orange
River, and the 16th remain here. There 1s no word yet about

the Battery or uas, It ls véry hot here, the place looks quite
smart and prosperous. There are a good many ladles in the place,

I think the bulk of them are Officera'! wives,

NOVEMBER llth. I went to the Dentist at 11 o'clock and he

filled 4 more teeth for me. The large filling which 0ld Cooper
put in one molar 17 years ago hed given way a bilt, or rather the
tooth round it had, the filling itself was quite firm, so he
drilled all round it and then patched it with new amalgam

making a splendld Job of it. He also found 2 fresh holes in
other teeth, I'm awfully glad I struck him, for he is the best
man I ever came across, and now my teeth are in great order,

He only charged me 3 gulneas for the lot, Then I went and saw
Skeffington-Smyth of the 9th whaae'thigh was fractured that day
at Quéggersfontein. He was treated by a civilian in No.6 General
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Hospital at Johannesburg. He told me that they had skiagraphed
the 1imb, and that they said it was not frectured at all. The
game man said that my other case also was not fractured, but
had to change his diagnosis, 1 examined him and found an enor-
mous emount of thickening of the upper part of the thigh bone,
evidently new bone thrown out, also that his foot had been
allowed to fall outwards, and is now fixed at an angle of
quarter past four olclock., I advised him to let a good London
man see it, and to let me know what he thinks about it. I am
perfectly certain that my diagnosis was correct; the bullet 1s
atill in, and it has been very badly treated. Thank goodness
not by one of the R.AM.C. =~ (skeffington-Smyth saw Treves and ;
a year afterwards wrote me "of course you were right, and thanks
to the rotten civil surgeon at Johannesburg, I am lame for the
rest of my life," He had behaved well on the day he was
wounded and I brought it to the notice of his Cc.0. He got a
DeS.04 ) Then I went and had a jolly good lunch with my friend
the grocer man, It has been an awful day, blowing hard, and the
dust - frightful., It has been a treat to be in a house, In the

evening I went to go to Church, but found it was later than I

L. M

thought so I looked up Ge=====- He ia in charge of the Convent
Hospital, and Nrs G, 1is with him, They have 2 rooms in a

cottage in the grounds and are very comfortable, She 1ls very
husky and evidently has some ulceration of the larynx, but was
loocking very well. They were very glad to see me and talk over ;
old times, She has been here now for about 3 months, Gmro—-
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tried to get her here before, but - as usual - our people
wouldn't help him, Kelly Kenny worked it for him later on.

T am lunching with them to-morrow, They don't mind how long
the show goes on now. Berrie is 13 and away at school. She
is very clever at nusic they say. They were delighted with the
kids, and your photos, (the old ones). I lost my way in the
perk coming back and fell into a nullah, but fortunately 1t was

not a deep one, We don't move to-morrow,

NOVEMBER 12th., This morning I heard that there were 4 Base

Hospitals to be formed in connection with the Police. One
here, Pretoria, Potchefstroom, and Belfast. Baden Powell won't
have a civilian in charge, but one of the R.A.M.C., Beevor of
the Guards, has got the P,M.0-ship at £1200 a year, and he
offered one of the other billets to Thompson. He told him to
consider it for 3 days and then let him know, Thompson doesn't
want 1t, so told me about 1it, The pay of a Captain would be
£6, with rations and & horse. A Major will get £900, and
Beevor said there would be a house thrown in as well. Tate
wroﬁe a letter to General Ridley, who commands one of the
Divisions of the Police and he sent it on to Baden Powell with
my application. I wrote and asked McGill who 1s P.I.O. of the
Guards and knows Beevor, to put in & good word for me, and
Thompson is also going to write. .I don't expect very much to
get the billet, but it would sult me down to the ground. They

might’ give me the local rank of Major and then one would get
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£900, I lunched with Greernways. They have all their food
cooked by the Convent people and pay them so much a month, It
saves them all trouble with servants and is very economlcal,
Even after the Hospital is closed they are golng to live and
mess in the convent as at present. Porter 1a not allowed to
go home, and so it looks as though they were golng to keep the
Headquarters here of the Brigade, in case they wanted to reform
the Brigade at any time, We shall probably remain here, doing
nothing. We had a big dinner here to-night at the Club, The
whole of the Officers of the Brigade were present, and 1t was

a sort of farewell dimner, prior to the Brigade being broken up.
It went off very well and there were any mumber of toasts. The
R.A.M.C, were heartily toasted and Tate made a very nice speech
in reply. I got the kids' photos this afternoon. One 1s very
good indeed - the full-faced one - but the photographer 1s not
en artist,

NOVEMEER 13th. The 17th were to have gone South this morning,

but they were sent back and now fresh orders have been lasued
and the 9th go with them a certaln distance, and then they
separate, I also hear that the 16th are going out in ancther
direction. We have had no orders yet, but as the Brigade Major
asked for orders for us, I'm afrald they won't forget us as

we had hoped they would, and that we may be sent on our wander-
ings agalin, perhaps to-morrow, I got my cheque for allowances
to end of last month and am thinking of sending a draft of £100

home to Holt. I don't know whether to do this, or open an
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account with the Standard Bank here.

NOVEMBER 14th, We went and saw Exham the P,M.0,, this morning

and he told us it would be better to be prepared to move at short
notice, so I went and bought £4 worth of stores, The Bank was
closed, so I couldn't open the account there, Then I went on to
see Sister Webb who was in Dublin with us. She 1s at No, B
General Hospital and is in charge of 16 murses. They only have
agbout 260 patients at present so are not killed wilth work. She
was pleased to see me and was delighted with the kids photos, In
the afternoon my gold-crowned tooth ached frightfully. It was
very uneasy all night, and has been for several days past. I rode
in on the Bike determined to have it out. He slit the crown and
removed it. Then took out the filling which I got the apothecary
to put in that time in Sangor through the hole which came 1n the
cover. He found 2 branches of the nerve dead, and the third dying.
He is going to kill this and fix it up again for me. The paln ls
almost gone now, but it was frightful while it lasted. I bought

a watcrﬁury watch to-day. I have been without a watch for over

10 months, That 1little one went wrong at Naauwpoort., I wish I
had brought the gold one out, Tate did, and had the greatest
comfort from 1t, Orders have juat come for us to see the P.U.0.
to-morrow, I do hope we haven't to go untll I can get thls tooth
fixed up. I think the Camera was sold to-day for £10 or £11.

English maill is due here to-morrow.
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NOVEMEER 16th, I got £12 for the Camera, so opened an account

in the Standard Barnk and put £107 in. No orders have yet come

for us. The 9th and 17th went to-day, and the 1l6th go to-morrow.
I saw the dentist again about my tooth, and he has put creosote

in this time, In the afterncon I tock one of my horses and in-
spanned him in the Thresher's Cape Cart, with a horse of theirs,
gnd then drove Mrs T, and her husband about 6 milea. They went

beautifully. I stayed at their home till 9 p.m, They are very

nice people,

NOVEMBER 1%th. It was a beastly night, blowlng and a dust stomm

all the time., My tooth started aching most frightfully about

10 o'clock, and I couldn't stand it, so had half a grain of
morphia, This just stopped the pain, but I got no sleep and feel
a8 bit of a worm this morning. We had very heavy raln to-day and
the inside of our tent got fairly wet. Ve are going to shift camp
to-morrow to a more sultable place. I got a very nice letter from
MeGill this morning, saying that he would certainly back up my
application, and that he would see Beaver on the 13th at Spring-
fontein, I ought to hear the result in a day or two.., Our mail
didn't arrive to-day though that for the rest of the Brigade did,
We hope to get it to-morrow. I had another fairly rotten day with

the tooth, but think it 1s somewhat better this evening,

NOVEMBER 18th, I rode into town early and got our mall, Then we

shifted our camp into a hollow where we are quite concealed, and

hope we shall get lost, We shall be protected from the dust at any
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rate, but I fancy 1t will De rather a warm spot in a few days!
time, at present it 1s beautifully cool after the rain, Went to
the Cathedral this morning; not a nlce service at all, Frayers
gabbled through by the Dean, poor singing and a rotten sermon by
the Bishop. Went again in the evening. It was crowded, and the
music was much better, Didn't wait for the sermon. We got orders
to hand in all our transport and ambulances to-merrow, so 1t looks

like the end of this Bearer Company.

NOVEMBER 19th. Went to the Dentist apgain, and I think I shall

save the tooth now,. In the afternoon I went and called on Capt,
and Mrs Walsh of the Berkshire Regiment, They are great frlends
of the Greenways and they happened to be there also, They are very
nice people, They draw 7/6 a day as lodglng allowance, to compen-
sate for the expense of lliving here, They also get the 3/ -
Colonial allowance, but considering they have to pay £150 a year
for the little furnished house they have, they want it all. We
had a Bank Manager to dinner to-night and gave him a feed which
surprised him rather. He had done a bit of dealing 1In stamps,

and told me that a sheet of 3#d, V.R.I. is selling at £6 here -
£5,10,0, profit, I hope you have not sold yet, and will wire to
you to-morrow. It would be better to hang on to them as long as
posaible., I shall buy as many more as I can here, Tate saw mme
Ridley this morning, and he said he had sent on his letter and my
applicaﬁicn, and stated that the information contained in Tate's

letter, was from a source he could thoroughly trust,
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NOVEMBER 20th. I bought £29 worth of stamps, and am sending them

home by this mail, The climate 1s so dry that they are all
wrinkled, and I had to roll them into a bundle, I expect they
will all straighten out in the damp climate of Norwlch. You
might look carefully through each sheet I have sent home for
®faults™, Perhaps a dot i1s left out between the V.R.I. or the

V and R may be close together, or the figure may be deformed.

All these make the stamp much more valuable, I sent the wire to
Joe to-day, to tell him not to sell the stamps., I hope 1t reached
you in time, I shall borrow the amount from someone, and gilve
them the stamps as security, and in this way we shall be able to
hold on to them for a year of two, until they are more valuable,

I am going to try and find out to-morrow what stamps are nearly
run out, and perhaps buy some more, No news yet about the billlet.
We are fighting the fight of "sit dOWnﬁ as the Zulus call doing
nothing, but it is beginning to get wearisome to me. If only I
could get the billet I would scon have you all out here, and then

I care not how long the war goes on.

NOVENMBER 2lst. I went into town and saw Comnnolly who used to be

Staff Sergt, at Colchester and is now a Quartermaster. He told
me of a master tallor who will make a sult of Khaki Drill for me
at less than half what we can get it here. The khaki can be got
from the Ordnance Stores,

Tate and I went and saw a cricket match at the Ramblers
Club this afternoon, and afterwards went for a ride, Tate's pony
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came down with him and gave him a nasty shaking. The pony lay
quite still for several seconds and we thought he had broken his
neck, but no harm was done, I posted the stamps to-day,

registered.

NOVEMBER Z22nd. I got measured for my khakl drill thls morning

and then went to the office of the S.M,Police. Legge, who 1s
Ridley's A,.D,C,, hadn't heard anything about my application, but
he said Baden Powell 1s coming here next week and would settle a
lot of similar appointments, - I hope I shan't get sent away in the
meantime, I shall see Exham and try and get left till he comes,
if any move 1is on the board. _ De Wet 1s making for Bethulle with
7000 and 5 guns and we are rushing a good many troops South after
him, I shouldn't think he was gulte fool enough to go into the
Colony, where he would surely be bagged. I went and had tea with
S8ister Webb, She 1s awfully pleased wifh the kids and your photo,
and sends lots of nice messages to you. She is a nice old thing.

I got 4 Mauser carbines done up in a case to-day.

NOVEMBER 23rd. A very long and squally day. Tate and I dined

with Tate the Bank Manager at the Club, and went to the Theatre
afterwarda, A rotten Company and a poor audience. We managed to
8it out two of the Acts out of four, and then came home, Its
wonderful how tired and sleepy one gets 1f one stops up later than
8-30 or 9 pem, We have becaome children in this respect. This
is the worst month of the year, hot and squally and dusty, It
will be better in another 3 weeks' time when the rains breek,
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NOVEMBER 24th, The dentist hasn't quite finished with me yet.
HOVEMDSD ==

pnother hot and squally day., I am to try on my Knakl this after-
poon. I am buying £21 more of ld. and 2d, stamps 0.F.S. They are
the next to run out, I shall keep them here and watech this market.

I don't think I shall go in for any more.

NOVEMBER 25th, I went to the Cathedral this morning., The music
and sermon were much better than last time. It has been a fright-
fully squally day and about 2 o'clock there was a tremendous dust
storm. It got quite dark. Wle were very well sheltered by the
kopjes around us bub it was bad for all that. A little later on
we had a very heavy shower. Then I went and had tea with the
Walsh's and then went on to the Greenways: I spent the evening
there, and had supper. They are Very kind, and you ought to write

to Mrs Greenway again.

NOVEMBER 26th, I went down to Greenway's hospital this morning

and saw some cases, Then went back and sat in the shade in their
garden. Its awfully nice to have some place like that to turn into
end k111 time. In the evening we went for a long ride, and Mrs G.
rode my horse and was greatly pleased with him, She rides a little
pony as a rule, so the change to a blg horse was very pleasant.
Poor woman, she looks very seedy and I was rather afrald lest she
wouldn't be able to hold him, but shg enjoyed herself Iimmensely.

I got back to thelr place sbout 7-15 p.m, and sent the horse home,
then went to Grey's College Hospital and dined there with Wyatt,
one of our fellows who used to be in Dublin, I met one of the
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5,A.C. officers there and he 1s going to let me know when B.P. comes

down here.

NOVEMBER 27th. I got my tooth finished this morning. He put the

old gold crown back, and then scaled my teeth, I never saw them so
white before and you would be quite pleased with them. Killed time
as usual for the rest of the day. I got my feet measured in case 1

have to send home for boots.

EEHEHBEH 28th., At 1 p.m, I got orders to go to Dewetsdorp and

bring back 60 wounded. I am going to start this evening and get
clear of the town, anﬂ_then get off very early in the morning. I

am taking 7 ambulances, and 2 buck wagons and the water-cart, and
young Webb who was with our Battery is coming with me, I hear that
Baden Powell is not expected for a few days more, and that he will
most probably stay for a week, 8o thaet I shall not miss him. It 1a
42 miles from here and I ought to get back on Sunday afternoon. I'm
afraid I shall not be in time to answer jyour letter which will reach
here on Saturday, so I shall send this off before I go. DBriggs

our late Brigade Major 1s off to Johannesburg to-morrow for duty and
is going to see if he can do.anything for me,  He spoke to Ridley &
few days ago, and he told him he would do what he could for me,
There is a storm blowing up and I do hope it may rain before we
start, Its bad luck this business at Dewetsdorp happening. Its

bound to set the Boers tails up and prolong the war,

HQFEMBEﬁ o7th: I got the ambulances all ready to start by 6-30 p.m.

580,




B ——

put one buck wagon which had gone for the forage had not returned,

I got away before dark and just entered the town and walted for

the other wagon, It dldn't arrive before 8 o'ec, owing to the pole
paving got broken. Then we went through the town and as far as the
transport lines near the pickets, The A.S.C, made us very comfort-
able and ordered breakfast at 3-45 a.m, Nearly all the mules and
boys are quite new to the work so we shall have & lively time to-

morrow,

NOVEMBER 28th. Got to bed about 10=-30 p,m, but could not sleep. I

was up at 5-15, got Chote Hazri and got away by 4-15 a.,m, Ve

marched along till 9-30 and reached Leeuwkop. We then had breakfast

and a bath in the open, also fed and watered the animals, We started

agaln at 11-45 and went on till 4-55 p.m. We have done 30 miles and
there are only 1B miles to be done. I ought to be able to pget
back to this place by 7 p.m. towmorrow,.anﬂ in that way will be in
Bloemfontein about 10 a.,m, on Sunday. We haven'!t seen a Boer all
day. I have been buying eggs and have got 5% doz, so far at 1/-

per dozen, I shall take back some chickens 1f possible, It has
been a'perfect day for trekking and we could hawe done the rest of

the journey quite easily if there had been any necessity.

NOVEMBER 29th, We got away by 4-45 a.m, I left a sick mule here

to be called for on our way back. About 3 miles from the town Webb
and I cantered on ahead of the wagmné and got 1n about €-45, The
Wounded were all in 8 houses in charge of a man named Simpson, a
London Hospital man. He had had a bad time and was under a hot fire

581,

o e et e U TECE ALY




most of the time. A shell blew up his surgical panniers at his
dressing statlon, and they fired on his ambulance and on his
stretcher bearers., There were 6 Officers and among them one of the
17th Lancers named Baring, a great friend of mine. He had been
shot through the lower jaw and shoulder. He was very glad to see
me, and complained of his bad luck in being shot, after Tate and

I had left the Brigade. I had breakfast, and then started and
dressed every case, There were 13 bad cases and as I dressed every
one I made a list and put those who had to go on stretchers, into
one. In this way I had everjona ready by about 12-50 and from my
1ist had been able to classify and tell them off to the wagons
which I rmumbered with chalk, - Simpson thought that I would talce
about 5 lying-down cases, but I took every case except a natlve

and one man who was badly wounded through the abdomen. I had

tent poles lashed alongslde the buck wagons and the wagon sheets
tied over them so as to make an awning. Their boxea and klt were
placed along the sides, and geals made for more cases. It was
awfully hard work to make room for them all., There was an ambulance

which the Boers had left (one of ours) but no rules or harness. I

s AT Ty

reduced my other teams and made up a team for thls one, This was
a great help. I began leading at 12-30, after they had all been
fed, and was ready for the road by 1-45 p.m., Then after a lot of

milk all round, we started, It was very hot and sultry. Ve

N SEAES——

marched t1ll 4-30 p.m, and then halted till 6 o'cloecx. We watered
and grazed the mules, and made tea for the patients, Then marched

ti11 10-30 p.m, It was very cool and we covered many mlles, It
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nad rained a good deal 1in Basutoland, and made it very pleasant for

as. At this time 1t was blowing very hard and looked like rain, =0

we halted and pitched 2 tents and served hot Bovril all round., I

lay down in an ambulance with an Officer and got 3 hours good

gleep.

Eggggggﬁ_gggg; At 3 a,m, I was up and had the mules fed and ab
3.45 all were up and packing up. Then after hot coffee we gol away
at 4-45, It was & perfect morning and we went on till 9-15 a.m.
Here we halted alongslde a dam ti1l 11 o'clock and had a good
breakfast. We were now about 10 miles from Bloemfontein, I sent
Webb on to tell them to expect us for we were not due till 6 p.n.
to-morrow. We reached the town by 2 p.m. having done 48 miles in
exactly 84 hours and having marched 84 miles since 4-45 a,m, O
Thursdey. I think this is a record march, There was a storm
coming up and I was glad to be 1in, By 3 p.m. all the patients
were in No, 8 Hospital. I rode back to camp and found that Tate
and his hospital had been ordered to Bethulle, and now I am all
alone. He took all the stores and the table as well, 80O I am
writing this on the top of a packing~-case and very unconfortably.
T must try and Tix up a btable. All the double fly tents are with
him and I shall find it pretty hot in a single tent. I am going
to help with several operations to-day, 2 head cases among them.

I am Ridley's Adjutanc and he sald he was afraid there wasn't much
chance ?f my getting the pollce billet, That B.P. wouldn!t sce
anyone, and that he had selected hls men probably in Pretorila.
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1 suppose that is off anyhow, and probably shall find myself away
with a column in a day or two. I wilsh I could get into a Hospltal
nere. Its very bad luck that we lost those guns and rifles and
ammunition at Dewetsdorp. It will prolong the war, Steyn, Botha,
De Wet and 3 other Generals were there, I am very tired and am
turning in about 7-30, It is a bit lonely without Tate, after being
with him for over a year,

( Baden Powell gave me the post of Medical Officer to his
northern division which policed the whole of the Northern Transvaal
and which I held for 3 years.

My headquarters were at first Iin 2 wards of the
Johannesburg General Hospital, Subsequently I moved to Pretoria
and bullt up a large hospital in tents.

Afterwards a permanent hospital was bullt for me),

DECEWBER 2nd. I had a ripping night's sleep, and got up about

7 o'clock and wrote my mail letters. Then I went to No.8 Hospital

to see the operations. While waiting there I got urgent orders to

go and see the P.M.O, From him I got orders to draw wagons and
equipment and proceed to Bethulie by the lst. trein next morning.

The P.M,0, was very pleased with the way I had brought in the wounded
from Dewetsdorp, and everyone who heard of the dlstance and time were

rather astonished, I saw the Greenways and had lunch at lNo,18
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Hospital, Then I drew my wagons etc, and left camp at 6-30 for the
stetion. I went and dined at No.l0 and bought some stamps from them,
as all the shops were shut. Then went back and got all entrained
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by 10=30 p.m. My bed was made down in an ambulance and I got into
1t about 11 o'clock. Toung Webb has been attached to me for duty
and we are to act as a combined Hospiltal and Bearer Company. We
gare to be attached to some irregular force of Cavalry. I got the
postal people to wire to Cape Town and have our letters gent to
springfontein and when we get there I shall direct Them where to
gend them, I'm afrald we shan't get our letters as regularly now
for some time, There seems scme bilg movement on to try and finish

the war.,

DECEMBER Srd., Had a nice cool railway journey, with nothing

eventful, Got some food very comfortably, Fassed another Hospital
train going north., Arrived at Springfontein about 4 p.m. HNo one
at the statlon knew where we were for, or 1f we were to go on to
Bethulie., However, I poked round and found out that we were to be
attached to the Body Guard, and that they would probably march to-
morrow, I detrained and after a good deal of trouble, got a buck
wagon, but no mules. It looked awfully threatening and was nearly
dark, I put one of the ambulance teams into the Buck wagon and
reached camp in a frightful dust storm, We just got a tent up when
the rain came down, but soon cleared up. Ve heard that the Force
had no transport mules, and that we should probably not march to-

morrow, so we turned in,

DECEMBER 4th, At 2 p.m, we were waked up by one of the Q0fficersa
and told that we marched at 4-30 a.m.. I got all ready, and then
sent over to ask again when we were moving. I was told that we
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didn't march till 7-30 a.m., 80 went to bed agaln. At 5 a.m.
orders came to march at once, so we struck the tent and put the
gules in. It now began to rain, Then we got orders to stand fast
and wait for wagons, At last we started at 7-30 in pouring rain.

It kept on pretty well all day. We had to halt at 10-30 on account
of the mud, Our C,0. halted in a swamp which was surrounded by
hills, within rifle range all round, and he formed a laager wlith

the wagons, making part of it with my wagons, We pltched 2 tents
nad tried to be comfortable., We were crowded with men trying to

get water out of our cart. You would hardly credit it, but ours
was the only water-cart with the Forceill I had to put a man on
guard over the cart, About 5'p.m. the C.0. thought it would be
wiser to move up under the shelter of a hill, so we had to strike
tents and inspan, I told him that 1t was not right that my wagons
should form part of a laager and asked that I might bivouac outside.
I had previously asked him if we were moving and he very shame-
facedly replied that everyone seemed to think that we were in an
unsafe place, and that we had better move. I thought I might stilck
out for a place of my own, and he sald I might go where I liked.

The result is that I am in peace to-night., All the transport wagons
stuck in the valley and they will have to send gun teams to get them
out, Everyone is very sick with the way we have been humbugged
about, and the sooner I can get away from the Bodyguard the better
pleased I shall be. It is pouring néw and I don't see how we are
going to march to-morrow. I shall probably have a fight over my
water cart, but I shall certainly not hand it over for the use of
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the troop3. It is the most unpleasgant day I have yet spent 1n

¢ipis pleasant land.

‘EﬂﬁHBER 5th, It was an awful night. About 9 o'clock the
pAdjutant came and begged for & tent, Webbh was amoking and playing
patience, and we must have looked very comfortable to him, This
morniﬁg there were orders for &n early march, but after the
experience of yesterday, and seeing most of the transport bogged

on the plain, we sat tight., It turned out that we were wise, for
the Column was unable to move. It was fine for a few hours but has
been very showery for most of the day, and ‘I don't see how we are
going to move to=morrow. The patrols saw a few Boers to~-day, but

nothing very much,

DECEMBER 6th., Ve left camp at 9 a.m. and were ordered to

Springfontein, To get on the road we had to make & wide circle to
the left to avold an awful swamp. When we nad described half the
cirele a runner came out with ordera that we were to go to Bethulie.
This meant that we found ourselves back at our last bivouac, having
deseribed a complete circle. We had collected about a thousand
sheep and cattle to tele into Springfontein. These had to be left.
We halted about a couple of miles farther on as there were rumours
of Boera behind us. The guns were ordered back, but the enemy
turned out to be our own rear-guard, The road soon improved and
we got along falrly well, We halted from 1=-15 t11l 3 pem. Then
we came to a deserted farm and I got a good table, Every farm we
cams to was stripped of chickens and plgs, and any house which was
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geserted had everythling taken. We collected all the Cape Carts and
took all the men along with us. The Bodyguard are awful looters.

I saw one of the escort to the guns hand his rifle to a pal and ride
off to a farm to see what he could get. Another fellow loosed off
nis rifle at a chicken which was wandering on the veldt, and I
pelieve he missed it. At one time We heard several shots behind us
and the Colonel went back. It was only the Bodysnatchers trying to
shoot a horse, It was too funny for anything. We halted at a farm
about 7 miles from Bethulie for the night, and I got a fine lot of
leeks. Fricasse of chicken for dinner to-night. It is very cloudy
but I don't think it will rain to-nlght. . We got a Cape cart to-day

to carry our kits on, We are a champlon lot of Scallywags.

DECEMBER 7th. We moved at 5 a.u. and got to Bethulie at 7 o!clock.

I found Tate here with his hospital full of wounded, He had been
fixed up in an hotel. We move on to Allwal North in an hour's time
so I am getting a letter off in hopes of catching the mail, The

roads are fearful,

DECEMBER 8th., Several officers of the 9th Lancers were amongst

Tate's wounded. One named Gordon Stirling who lost an arm at
Maggersfontein, had a bullet through the other arm. I had breakfast
in the hotel with Tate, and then we moved across the Orange River,
by the road bridge. The water was very muddy and of a dull orange
colour, We have a Gunner officer with us who was with Gatacre when
he saved the bridge, and it is very interesting to hear him describe
the positions, We got fresh orders as we were about to cross the
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pridge, but we went over and outspanned on the other side. I went
to the Guards Fleld Hospital and begged a loaf of bread., Ve
£illed up with supplies and the mules had a great feed off the hay
which the 17th Lancers had left on the ground this morning. We
had an excellent lunch, Undercut of veal, fried in bacon fat,
Walrne, the Adjutant, lunched with us. We got away at 5-50 Dp.l.,
pecrossed the bridge, and treldked towards S,ithfleld, De Wet 1s
supposed to be between the Caledon and Orange Rlvers and Basutoland
and we are supposed to be golng to keep him there. We went on till
11-30 and then outspanned for the night. There was a good moon but
the road was very bad and I had & narrow escape from getting my

Buck-wagon broken. I bedded down in one of the ambulances.

DECEMBER 9th. I didn't get away till about 5-30, These fellows

are very slack in obeyling orders. We only got about a mile when
it was reported that 30 Cape Certs were seen on our left flank., A
mmber of our people went after them, but after walting for two
hours nothing turned up and all this time was wasted. I spent the
time in taking a disselboom from an ox wagon which was close by on
a farm, and had 1t fitted to my buck-wagon, in case of a future
smash, Then we went on about 3 miles, halted fﬁr 2 hours and had
a ripping breakfast. The Bodyguard can't make us out, we do our-
selves so comfortably. We marched at 1-30 and went on till 5-30.
We are to march again at midnight. I met Apthorp of the Royal
Irish, He 1s one of the Commissloners of this district and we had
a great talk about all the follows of his Regiment whom I had met

in India,
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DECEMBER 10th. We were to have marched at midnight, but at 1l p.m.

——

we got word that we were to leave at 5 a,m, One got very little

gleep in consequence, Just before we started Col, White's force
came along and one squadron of the 16th Lancers was with 1it. We
were delayed for several miles by them, but eventually we got ahead
and reached Smithfield at 3 p.m. I lay in an ambulance most of the
way, and got a good rest. I saw the local doctor and arranged to
leave three sick with him., He is a Frenchman by descent and 1s
married to a Scobtswoman. We may have to leave at 3 a,m, and march

40 miles to catch up De Wet, but orders have not yet been lssued.

R by

DECEMBER 11th. We marched at 5 a,m, and followed Col.Whltels

force. He capbured a mule wagon and team, with several boxes of
ammunition, and three armed Boers., A tremendous storm burst just

before our buck-wagon came up, but we managed to soon get a tent

pitched and got a good night's sleep. One man got struck by

lightning but got off with a severe shaking.

=TT

DECEMBER 12th, We marched at 5-30 a,m, and very soon came in

L

touch with the enemy. Pilcher and Williams are on our right, and
there are forces to their right still. Knox was in command, Four
officers who were taken at Dewetsdorp made their escape owlng to

the Boers having to abandon a buck-wagon on whlch they were riding.
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I sent a Cape-cart back for them., They sald they only had a live

sheep given them once a day for food and nothing else, One of our

other columns surprised De Wet this morning and they had to bolt.

They have our two lS5-pounders which they got at Dewelsdorp, one




pori=pomn and two maxims, They lost over 1000 horses during the late
rains but had thousands when they left Dewetsdorp, mostly gathered
{n this district. The Boers who we met and shelled were probably

a small rear-guard, We are not pressing in pursuit, all we have to
do is to drive him away north of the Colony, and in To some of the
forces which are stretching from Ladybrand to Thabanchau, We made

a very long trek and did not reach bivouaec till dark. It was lucky
that I had brought the buck-wagon with us, for the bulk of the Trans-
port did not get in until about 2 a.m. We got no oats for the mules
and it was quite pitiful to hear them calling for their food. They
had been tied up to the pole as usual and could not make out why
their food was not forthcoming. I managed to borrow 160 lbs., from
the Battery, but there 1s nothing for the morning. We gave two of
the officers a good meal and bedded them down for the night on
stretchers; they were very grateful, poor fellows, One had had 2
bullets through his helmet and sald he had had much more narrow

escapes than that,

DECEMBER 13th. Started at 4 a,m, and got a lot of ocats, straw and

chaff sﬁon after starting., We had to leave the buck wagon behind
to come along with the transport. We passed over 100 horses which
the Boers left on the veldt last night, Poor brutes, they suffer
frightfully in war, We never passed so many before in any of our
pursults, They passed up the valley last night and were going hard,
We halted for 2 hours at mid-day and then passed on, At 4-30 we
came in sight of them just doubling back behind some hills about 8
or 9 miles from Dewetsdorp. We had done a tremendous journey but
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we changed directlon and went after them. We did not reach bivouac
£111 7-15 p.m., having started at 4 a.,m., 80 you can imagline what we
nave to go through at times. If only we could get a day's rest, or
even get into camp, 1t would not matter so much, The officers who
were prisoners left us when opposite to Reddersburg, and went |

towards the Railway. %

DECEMBER 14th, We were ready to start at 4-30 but it was over an

hour later before we got away. Boers were in front and so they had

to scout first. About 2 miles from camp where we had seen the Boers
pass last evening, I saw a mumber of animals grazing. Webb and I i
went over and found 11 fine Govt, mules. They had probably been
left by De Wet. It was & grand haul and enabled me to mule our
Cape carts and complete our wagon teams. I gave 5 lazy ones to a
Major of ours who had a Bearer Company. Further on we got a lot of
barley and 5 sacks of mealies. One of my fellows found them in a

farmhouse and as the husband was in Ceylon I gave a receipt for them.

We are well off for another couple of days for the animals, We

watered here and a frightful calamity occurred. I let my groom

TN T i

drive my Cape cart this morning. The silly fool led the mules in
the cart to the edge of the dam and left them standing while he drew
water in a bucket, The thirsty animals saw the water and forgetting
they had a cart behind them walked over the edge, and over went the

cart, My food box went in and all my bottles and tins, eggs,
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crockery, knives, etc., etc., I made him go in as he was and 1ift
the cart and grope about in the mud for the things. Iy table-napkin

ring is lost and I am very sorry. My bedding got a little wet but
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goon dried. We have gone a very short distance to-day and have

watched the Boers trekking away. It seems to me that we always do
this, that we kill ourselves in getting near them and when we getbt
there we do not know what to do. We got to bivouac at 5 p.m., but
our buck wagon has not turned up and so we shall not get to bed so

early as we expected.

DECEMBER 15th. We did not start till 5-30 a,m., so had a good

night's sleep. We soon passed through the Nek which had been_held
by the Boers last night; in.it was a fine farm which belonged to
an English family. The Boers looted him to the extent of about
£200 worth and took all his Cape carts. The girls took the bolts
and nmats out g??ﬁhZi and so fhey will socon drop to pleces. They
went up to the laager and triled to get one of the carts back, but
De Wet said they were spylng and ordered them away at once. They
had atfongly fortified the positlion and expected we should attack
them last evening, but fortunately we didn't. We divided after
this into two columns and headed off for Thabanchu. About 12
o'elock we captured 3 prisoners. One was dressed exactly like one
of our men, Khaki coat, breeches, putties and slouch hat, with a
bit of red ribbon at one side to resemble the Body Guard perhaps.
He was sentenced to be shot and was brought along till 4 o'clock.
Then he was blindfolded and led out 80 paces in front of a firing
party of Infantry, The front rank knelt and the rear rank stood
up, He was assisted by two Tommles and he walked very nervously.
Then "Ready - Present - Fire" and all was over, FPoor devil, it was
hard to be shot in cold blood like this, but he was practlcally a
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spy and deserved his fate.

Tt was the first execution I have ever seell.
Thorneycroft!s Horse have fighting De Wet all day, and Col,laine
told me that he thought he was practically cornered this time., We
were moving towards a Nek on the east of Thabanchu to bivouac for
the night when word came that 500 Boers were trying to escape east-
wards. Off went our force at the trot, and one of my ambulances
has gone with it - and Webb, I got 2 doz., eggs to-day and a lot
of oat straw., As I write I hear that merry Pom Pom going, so I
suppose we have found the 500. The country we came through to-day
was crammed with wheat which had been cut end stacked, This part
is the granary of South Africa and it is rot to talk of starving
the Boers while they can grow stuff here, O0f course we did not
burn any of it. I got & quart of fresh green peas out of a fileld.
real beauties. My mules are enjoying the oat straw, I never saw

finer stuff than what we got to-day.

DECEMBER 16th. We had a fair amount of luck last night, We sent

& patrol of 10 men off to our left in the afternoon early and these
saw about 500 men trekking away. They sent back word but no notice
was teken. They sent 2 more men with the news and finally when it
was getting dark we moved against them. The 16th who were on Vvery i
tired horses got up with them and shot a few. They were heavily
fired on and had to fall back, They got 3 prisoners, The Bodyguard
was collecting its prisoners when our Fom-poms shelled them by
mistake and they only got 5 away. It was Haarsbrook's Commando
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we marched for the Nek which is on the east of Thabanchu at 6 o'c.
and got there about 10 a.m. Tt was occupied by ome of our columns,
ey had shelled the Boer laager which was here yesterday, and we

near that 2 guns, 92 prisoners, 120 Cape-carts and wagons wexre

taken.
T saw one of the ambulances which the Boers took from

pewetsdorp, and had a chat with one of their doctors. He has &
wounded with him and told me that he had seen De Wet sjamboking
burghers to drive them into positions. Fourier's son, who 18 &
doctor, was also here, and I never saw a more repulsive looking
fellow. He has treated our sick and wounded badly, I belleve. We
went into bivouac at once and are having a nice rest. I am dolng
some talloring. My sick are probably going into Thabanchu, and I
gm going to send this off with them in hopes of catching the next
mail, Some fresh troops are still taking up the pursult - we are
taking in 6 days' supplies and will probably go on to-morrow. 1
got & lot more peas to-day and a ripping 1ittle plg.

Our 2 ammunition wagons got lost last night in the dark,
owing to their getting separated from the guns which trotted into
action, A squadron of the Bodyguard went out early this morning to
look for them and so did the officer who was in charge of the
section. None of these have yet returned, so that looks like as
though they had fallen into the enemy's hands. It means 500 rounds
of 15-pounder ammunition for them, There are rumours that a mumber
of Boers are to be shot for having soft-nosed bullets. One of the
Bﬂﬁyguar& scouts was out (looting probably) this afternoon with a
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native., They came across 5 Boers and held them up while the nigger
collected the rifles and then brought them all in, We have a large
mumber of fearless chaps among them, We have just had a smart
shower and it looks like more rain, I got rid of all my sick by

the oX=COnvoy.

DECEMBER 16th, We were to have marched at 5 a,m, but did not get

away till 6 and then did only about & miles. We had our tent
pitched by 9 a.m. and have had a good day's rest, There 1is besuti-
ful grazing around here owing to the recent rains, Webb drove into
Thabanchu and got a few scones from a house there. He saw Begble
of my batch who had jusat come round from Natal, Ve have had some
heavy rain this evening and it looks awfully black all round, Our
ammnition wagzon turned up safely this afternocon but I hear that 1t
is not true that we got all their Cape carts and wagons. It shows
you how difficult it is to get information of what has occurred
actually on the spot.

Marched at 5 a.m, We were to have left at 7=-30 but at
midnight word came that we were to move at 4-30, Thils of course
synilt'one‘s nightts sleep entirely. We have been making all day
towards the Fiksburg Road to get round the Boers, but at 4 p.m. we
got news that they had gone North and so we were halted at once and
Went into blvouac. I am not sorry in a way, for the country ahead
was very bad. We had De Wet in a nice corner, but as usual, an
opening was left and he has got away.- I must say that it is
exceedingly difficult to round him up in this enormous country, for
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men on horses and without guns or wagons can go anywhere, We passed
a fine orchard loaded with big apples, pears, peaches and apricots,
they were nearly ripe and we would have llked to pass it in a month'e
time, However, I believe there are lots more like 1it.

We were ready to move at 6 a,m,, but have not done so.
We hear that there are 200 Boers holding the Pass called
"Maquatling's Nek" which is about 6 miles farther on the road
which we are on and that De Wet and Co., are between us and
Bloemfontein. We also heard the news of the capture of two 5" guns
and 3 Companies at Potchefstroom and that things are disturbed in
the Colony. All this has put one rather in the dumps, for goodness
knows when the war is going teo end. I went to do up my stamps for
the post this afternoon and found only £17,10,0 instead of £20.0.0.
Only my servant knows that they were there, so I am afraid there 1is
no doubt as to the thilef and yet one can say nothing about it. It
is rather sickening. It has been very squally and rainy all day and

looks very threatening to-nlght, @

DECEMBER 19th, It rained pretty well all night and was still at it

this mérning. About 8 o'clock we heard that the Bodyguard was going i
out to look for the Boers, No guns or wagons and only a few Cape i
carts, I sent Webb out with one ambulance and a Cape cart, he may
be away for a couple of days. I was not sorry to remain behind in
a tent, We heard of the Boers getting into the Colony, so naturally
have been rather depressed all day. It looks as though one was
never going to get home. Four of the columns who have been
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operating with us have gone post-haste to Bloemfontein to be rushed
dowvn by train into the Colony. The rain cleared off about 4 o'clock
put the ground is very heavy. I went over to the 9th Lancer camp

to have a buck with some of the fellows and was greeted by "oh Mr
porter what shall I do?" on a concertina played by one of the
Tommies who spotted me in the distance. I had a novel to read to=

day, otherwise it would have been pretty beastly.

DECEMBER 20th. Ye merched at 7 a.,m, and have come a very short

distance, probably about 10 or 12 miles. We are now bivouacked on
one side of a broad valley and the Bodyguard are on the other. It
has been very showery and the road heavy. We got a large quantity
of ripping mushrooms on the way. We are at a wery nice farm and I
found the woman in great trouble because all her hens were being
talken, She says that the Boers took her husband away last month,
She has some nice children and a sweet little kid of apout & years.
I comforted them and she is making me some bread, and I have glven
her half a bucket of flour for her trouble, She has the cleanest
house I have yet seen in these parts and she is a very nice woman.
One feels so sorry for her. I got 13 turkey eggs for 1/- on the
way, they will be a great treat., I don't know a bit what we are
supposed to be doing here, for De Wet passed this place on Sunday.
The brother of that man "Jeffcott" who married DeBrett's cousin

is with our force, in charge of the pom pom. He was best man to his

brother, you may remember.
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DECEMBER 21st, I got 7 loaves of bread last night, It rained

during the night, We did not start till 7 a.m, eand joined the rest
of the Bodyguard. They captured 12 prisoners yesterday and came in
touch with the enemy. We have crept along very slowly to-day and
had & long halt at noon. We hear that De Wet is ahead goling North
and that he now has 3,500 men and one gun without ammunition, Our
column only numbers about 500 rifles, and although we have 5 guns,
I hope we may not be attacked by him. The Body snatchers are driv-
ing a herd of about 600 cattle along, so perhaps the enemy may
think they are cavalry and léave us alone,

About 4 p.m, advanced party of the Bodyguard came
across 2 Boer Scouts, The officer, who had not even a revolver,
rode for them, followed closely by & sergeant; one dlsmounted,
1aid down his rifle and held up his hands., When the officer was
about 20 yards from him, his horse came down and he came & CIropper,
but when he got on his feet agaln he found the Boer still supplicat-
ing, so he bagged him, The other dropped a good palr of field-
glasses and got away. We were now quite near enough to the enemy
so went promptly into bivouac. Nice time to bathe and have a shirt
washed, I got 3 sacks of mealles to-day and some oat hay, so our
mules will be all right, We got served out with 2 pounds of

mealies per mule last night.

DECEMBER 22nd. We had just started a jolly good feed about 7 p.m.

when we heard Mauser firing on our right front; everyone fully
expected that we should be attacked before morning for there are
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over 3,000 Boers who could easily get round us. The firing was at
one of our natives who was going out for Intelligence, I unpacked
the wagons and buillt a bullet-proof shelter round the buck wagon
of boxes, tents, blankets etc., into which we could retire if things
became very hot. Then lay down on & stretcher outside and wailted
for the morning. It was rather a beastly sort of feeling, and
averyone seemed perfectly certain that it would come off, but
thank goodness it did not. However, it spolled one's night's
sleep. There was a very heavy dew and one's pillows etc. got
soeked, This morning the whole force went out to recconoltre, and
just left the baggage and most of the ambulances in bivouac. Webb
went out and I had a nice quiét day., We are only about 20 miles
East of Winburg and are in heliographic touch with them. I have
Jjust had a tent pitchcqigs to be comfortable for the night. The

column has not yet returned, I hope we shall not be left alone

for the night.

DECEMBER 23rd. The column returned about 7-30 p,m, having had a

hard day, seen about 20 Boers, wasted about 40 rounds of gun
ammunition and got an officer of the Bodyguard killled. We are

st1ll halted here, but somethling must happen socon as we only have

2 days' food left for men, and nothing for the horses. We had
Church Parade at 9 o'clock. A very nice Dutch girl came up to camp
and reported that a native had broken into her house and used i
viclence to her last night. All the natives were collected and she
1dentified the man, He was tried by Court Martial and sentenced
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to be shot to-morrow morning, We got communicatlion from Knox

this afternoon and we move to-morrow,

DECEMBER 24th, We left at 6-30 a.m, I had to see the native shot

first. He lied to the end and said he had not been out of camp
last night at all, but his fellow natives gave him away. We
advanced very carefully, for there were lots of Boers in front.

The 16th and Yeomanry caught sight of about 150 Boers, raced for

a kopje and turned their Hotchkiss into them, they flew towards

the ridge. The guns trotted up but could not get a target. We

got into helio communication with Pllcher's force on our right,

and we saw a Boer hello on the ridge near up. We thought they were
calling us up. so turned our helio on to them, but they would not
be drawn. We remained where we were till 12 o'clock and were then
ordered into bivouac behind Leeuwkop. The Bodyguard are here and
the rest of our force are 2 miles behind us. All the afternoon we
heard firing on our right and went on to the top of the hill. We
saw lots of Boers moving about, and Lyddite shells bursting on the
ridge where they were this morning, We also saw a long column of
dust rﬁnning North and South. It may be them treklting away or
another column of ours' closing in. Boye's column from Winburg
came out and bivouacked on our left, They have brought out food
for us and the empty wagons will probably go back to Winburg and

take & mail for us,

DECEMBER 25th., Christmas Day. We may halt here to-day, but our

movements are uncertain, I am getting this ready for the bag
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gyhich they are meking up.

DECEMBER 26th. Yesterday Boye's force moved forwsrd a bit; we
nalted. There was a sing-song in our camp and another in White's
acrosa the valley. They kept up till about 10 pem, At 3-15 a.m,
we were woke up with the cry "Stand to your Guns". It was rather
rot, for the Boers had cleared out yesterday afternoon, when they
saw that we had brought a large force, enough to tackle them., We
fooled about till 7 o'clock and then marched, We came right through
the place where they had their laager and a tremendously strong
place it was. We found ourselves finally on the top of a mountaln
and there we bivouacked., We are about 12 miles from Senekal. The
farm is a very fine one, well built and a huge garden walled 1in.
There is a fine dam fed by & spring, but the creat drawback 1is the
drinking water, It comes from a reservolr on top of the mountaln
and is led through a smell pipe. All day long the troops have been
standing 8 to 10 deep round the tap waiting for their turn to fill
their water bottles. We were lucky enough to get several buckets
full, Scarcity of water, or at least decent drirking water, has
been our great trouble for several days. The man of the farm was
killed in this war., There is any quantity of frult, but all
unripe yet, We found about 1,000 bags of wheat in a stable here,
none of it could have been grown here and it looks as though this
almost inaccessilble place had been used as a store-house, It 1s
all being thrown Ilnto the dﬁm.

DECEMBER 27th., I was awakened at 10-30 last nilght by a chit from

Thompson to say that our sick were to go to Boye's column at 5 a,nm,
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This rather spollt one's night's rest, We came in touch with the

Boers about 8«30 and the Yeomanry had a very warm time, I went
ahead, and left Webb bringing up the ambulances, it was very
pretty to aaéﬂgir 15-poundera In action, and to see the shrapnel
throwing up the dust. One Yeoman waa killed, one shot through
the neck, and one through the arm and leg. I dressed them and
put them in my wagons, Their own never turned up at all, We
bagged 9 horses, all saddled, and killed about 3, We must have
killed a good many of the enemy, They were hlding among some
rocks near a farm, and had Ehair pom-pom at the foot of a hill
as usual, It has been one of the longest days I have yet put in,
and very hot. I took the wounded to camp, washed and dressed them,
and then sent them over to their own hospltal., Thelr Colonel came
in while I was dressing the men, We came across about 70 Boers
here whom their own people had put in prison at Senekal because
they wouldn't fight again, but had to release them when our peopls
went into the place.

We have done well in the vegetable line to-day, onions,
beets, cabbage and new potatoes, also plums nearly ripe., Pilcher's
force has just come in, they have the 17th Lancers with them,

DECEMBER 28th. We left at 5-30 and our Pom-pom was in action at

7 o'c, There were about 80 Boers, and probably the same lot
which we saw yesterday, About 9 o(c¢ we got word from Xnox that a
large party of Boers with wagons was trekking north, There was
only one road by which they could come, bounded by a mountain
range and Pilcher was behlnd them, We all made sure of a big bag,
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put as usual they all got away in single file across the mountalns.
We got one of their wagons loaded with a lot of rubbilsh, It was
one of our own wagons, and was drawn by a team of our own males.
There were some prisoners with 1t, men who wouldn't fight for them.
We passed through some nice farms. In one was a number of sacks

of empty Mauser cases, and several of our empty ammunition boxes,
There were 3 Cape carts, 2 quite new, I have one of these and am
not going to mount a red flag on 1t any more. It will be our mess
cart. My other one and the ambulance have not yet returned and I
do not expect ever to see theﬁ again, Pillcher is blvouacked behind
us, I got some nice ripe apples to-day. We are getting tired of

the De Wet manceuvres as Toummy calls them.

LECENBER 29th, We have had a very excilting day. Started at 5-20

a,m, and about 9 o'clock we were approaching some kopjes when we
changed direction to the right and this ﬁrought us closer to them,
All of a sudden there was a tremendous fire opened on the Bodyguard.
They turned and galloped back and only that the situation looked so
gerious, it was laughable, I know the Boers must have laughed at
the calm way we advanced in column up to 2 nasty kopjes. Some say
that they let our scouts pass without firing, but others say our
scouts never went there at all., The 2 guns halted at about 1900
yards in the open, and opened fire, Then they had to stop where
they were, for the horses could not be brought up, I never
expected to see a man get away, but only one was slightly grazed

on the férearm. A couple of horses were hilt, and though some

thousands of rounds were fired from rifles, not another man was hit.
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Two more guns came up and the kopjes were well shelled, Pilcher
gdvanced on the right and cleared them out there. The 16th and
Yeomanry were on the left and the Pom-pom fired 1500 rounds during
the day. They had only one casualty, a Major, who got 4 bullets
but I think will do all right, Thelr Colonel came up and got well
peppered from a donga. The silly fool went back and promptly
ordered a troop to charge the donga. The 16th Lancers were there
put were not quite mad enough to try that game, So I suppose he
wanted to show them what gallant fellows the Yeos were, They got
a heavy volley and turned tail at once. I saw a troop of the
Bodyguard charge up 2 valley and get peppered, but not a man hit,
The Boers can't shoot for nuts evidently. We were fired at from
nearly every kopje we came to, I got a lot of fine pears and
apples from a farm and several chicken from a farm which was

deserted, also an enamelled basin as large as a bath and for which

1

it will be used.

DECEMBER 30th. We marched at 6 a.m, with a wide front, We knew

that De Wet had laagered about 4 or 5 miles from us laat night, =so
fullﬁ expected to come in touch with him early. However, we have
come many miles and have seen no sign of him, We had heavy raln
last night but it got sultry about mid-day, and one felt quite
limp, I rode in my Cape cart at the head of my wagons all day, and
took things easy. We had a great feed at mid-day. I got hold of
some lemons last night, You ought to get a sparklet bottle. I
used to think that they were useless things, but Webb showed me
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how to make a sparklet properly and now the soda-water ls very
good. Most people screw the top home and leave it, but it should
be alternately tightened and loosened until all the gas has
escaped. I sometimes think that we shall wander about the wveldt
for the rest of our lives trying to bag De Wet, and in course of
time flylng columns of a spectral nature (after the type of the

Flying Dutchman) will be seen wandering about the weldt,

DECEMBER 31lst. We had a tremendous thunderstorm last night, or

rather a succession of them. - Two men in the camp were struck by
lightning but escaped with a severe shock. We left at 5-30 a.m.
and were fired at In front and on both flanks after we had gone

8 few miles, We saw crowds of Boers and Pilcher was firing at

them on our right., It looked like an attempt to delay us while
they possibly attacked Lindley in front, Vle had a very long halt
from 10-45 £111l 2-15 and then went into.Lindley. They had sent off
& mall this morning, so I am late, However, a sick convoy is going
in:a day or two and so this letter may reach you before the one
which went into Senekal. They have had no mall here for over 6
weeks and are simply buried alive in this hole. I would rather
trek than this I think;

JANUARY 1st, 1901, The Bodyguard are very angry. An order was

issued yesterday to the effect that no member of it was to talke

horses, carts, forage or stock. As we passed out of camp we pExamdx
Saw the 16th Lancers taking horses from a kraal, The Bodyguard have
rémounted themselves with dozens of horses since we started, MNow we
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leave hundreds of good animals for the enemy to fight us with, It
geems to me that if the Imperial Officer can do anythlng to put up
the back of the Colonial, he does 1it. I think it would be better
to let them serve only under Colonial Generals., I sent one of the
Bodyguard Officers sick to-day. On the day that we were surprised
by the Boers this fellow was found by his squadron leader crouching
behind an ant-hill and firmly gripping his revolver 1n his hand,
The Boers were shooting at about 1500 yards., He was 1n an awful
state of fright, and had previously come out of the firing line

for a doctor for an imaginary man who had been hit, I wasn't
taking any bullets at the time, and so sent him back again. The
brutal squadron leader (who by the way is a doctor), and who held
a combatant commisslion in the South African Light Horse, called
him out, made him put away his revolver, and standing beside him

in the open until all the men had retired. The bullets fell thick
and fast but nelther of them were hit, Next mornling he had
developed a severe attack of Lumbago and was unable to ride. He
said that he knew it would not get better until he went to some
celebrated baths in New Zealand, and was very anxious to get there
a8 soon as possible, He was quite willing to run the risk of
capture by the Boers, and consequent loss of kit if only he could
be sent into Lindley. His anxlety was most piteous, and his relief

When I sent him into hospital to go down, was most marked. He 1is

golng to send in his papers and get home as soon as he can. This
same fellow recited "The Charge of the Light Brigade" on 'Xmas night
in stentorian tones, He fancled at that time that he was a great
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warrior, but since then he has been under hot fire, and has been
ljed to change his opinion.

Another officer shot himself through the foot to-day
while cleaning his revolver, The whole of Pllcher's force came
in to-day and Barker's 1s not far behind. A convoy of 200 wagons
should have arrived to-day, & force having gone out to meet it.
Up to 6 p.m, it hasn't come, and there are rumours that there has
been heavy fighting in that direction to-day. In spite of this a
large mounted force has sat down here all day instead of at once
going out to see what had hapﬁenﬂd. It locked like.a nlce New Year
gift of supplies for the Boers and a prolongation of the war for

another few months.

JANUARY 2nd, Our convoy turned up all right about mid-day. We
heard a good deal of firing early this morning, so they were
opposed. We spent a day here also. Thils place 1s to be evacuated
at once, Plet De Wet, brother of the General, came out with the
convoy to try and persuade them to surrender, He had better not

go near his brother or he will be shot. Colonel Laing told me this
evening that Kitchener had given the Boers a fortnight to lay down
thelr arma, or he will devastate the country. They won't do it I
am sure, so we shall soon be carrylng out his threat. One feels
that something of the kind 1s needed, for our operationa since June
last have been quite useless. I thought before we got into the
Ladybrand Distriect that their food supplies must soon run out, but

there one saw tons of wheat in bags, and growing, also millions of

sheep and cattle.
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A Yeoman and our Sergt.Major were captured by the Boers
on New Year's eve, They sent them back because 1t was New Year's
eve and laughed when they heard that we were trying to capture
De Wet. We have left hundreds behind us. This garrison has been
here for the last 3 months and has never been able to go 2 miles
from the town without being fired at. Nobody knows where we are
going; some say Hellbron and some Reitz, I suppose we shall get
our orders from De Wet to-morrow and follow wherever he chooses

to lead. We march at 4-30 a,m..

JANUARY 3rd, It was a beastly early march and the Boers were very

active on both flanks and on our rear, in spite of the fact that
Barker's force was close behind us. We sent an escort of 25 men

of the Natal Squadron Bodyguard with Piet De Wet who wanted to go
to his farm and get his wife and children away. These fell 1in with
about 200 Boera and had a bad time, 2 killed and 3 wounded, includ-
Ing an officer. De Wet I expect was taken prisoner by the Boers,
We got into bivouac on the Reltz Road about 1 p.,m. and at 2-30 the
Bodyguard were sent out on reconnaisance towards Reltz., About

4 o'ciack we saw about 150 Boers on the skyline riding past our
camp and others apparently getting round ua. The whole camp turned
out at once; the foot went on a ridge and the ¥Yeos and Lancers
went out after the Boers. They shot one yeoman through the chest
and I have just sent out for him, The Bodyguard will probably run
into this lot on their way.home and will have stiff fighting. The

Boers are getting very daring and we are encouraging them by our

rotten tactics.
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JANUARY Sth. I have just finlshed another very trying experilence.
R

I must go back to the night of the 3rd when we saw the Boers rilde
along the ridge. White and 3 guns went out in the direction the
Bodyguard had gone and arrived too late to prevent a disaster. It
appears that 120 of the Bodyguard left camp at 2-30 p.m. and moved
in the direction of Reitz, They never suspected Boers qulte near
our camp, although it has been a case of perpetual sniping for the
1ast week. They neglected (I'm afraid) to throw out their usual
flank patrols and advanced scouts. Three miles from camp they gobt
near a large nullah and on thelr right was a large kraal and farm,
in this were about 800 Boers under Phililp Botha, They came oubt
and galloped all round the Bodyguard pouring in a heavy fire. They
ecould not return it and all had to surrender, but not before the
Colonel, 1 Officer and 15 men were killed and about 25 wounded.

I got word about 6 o'clock and went out with 5 ambulances and four
4-wheeled Cape carts, also 2 other doctors. It was almost dark
when we reached the field, but fortunately there was a good moon.
Ve had a bad time collecting and loading them up. I lost my way
and did not get in t11l1 11 o'clock. The other wagons had got in
before and the patients were in tents and had been attended to.
The Boers took their rifles, ammunition and horses, also all the
field glasses, and let the men all go. It rained heavlily for a
couple of hours after we got in, I was up at 2 a.m. giving more
morphia and did not get to bed &ftef. We started dressing the
cases st 6 a.m., and went on t1ll 11 o'clock. Most had more than
one wound and one sergt,.,-major (who used to be a sergt. in the
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scots Guards and knew me when we lived in the Tower years ago) had

a thigh and an arm broken. I got 4 Buck wagons, three 4-wheeled

Cape carts and 2 ambulances loaded up and got away at 12 Noon. Our
column left at 1 p,m, and was moving in the seme direction, I
pushed ahead right into the Boer lines and scon found myself quite
surrounded by them., They could not understand what was happening.
They knew that our column was qulte near and suspected that they

were golng towards Heilbron, So they could not understand why we

had so many wagons on the road and no troops as escort and thought
there was some trap being laid for them, It was simply besutiful

to see the way they surrounded us, Occaslonally we saw 2 men riding
parallel to us and then they would dlsappear behind a ridge and so
on, No-one rode on the sky-line like our men do and the ring showed
itself practically simultaneously, I rode towards them and explain-
ed who I was. They sald that we must halt until they got permissior
from Botha for us to go on., I was rather in a fix, for our column
was leaving in an hour after us and already I could see our advanced
scouts coming towards us, I told them that we should be caught
between two fires and asked that the vggons might go on and I would ?
g0 with them and see Botha, This they did and I was handed over to
& smartly dressed man named Jaccbus De Wet., His sister is married E
to Piet De Wet, We went towards where Botha was supposed to be, E
After & miles I told De Wet that I thought it was rather rot my ;
golng on and that he would have to come all the way back with me,
for I was not going to run the risk of being shot by their men,

I also kept his horse going hard, mine was fresh and a strong beast
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and as his was getting done up I suggested that we should go back
and tell the others that we could not find Botha, He fell in with
this and we went back together for a bit. I then rejoined the
wagon. He was & very decent fellow and said that they were golng
to fight on., He wanted to know 1f we had burnt any farms lately

or taken any of their women away. ' The latter proceeding seems to
hit them very badly end several others spoke to me sbout it during
the trek. A boy of about 18 years was riding with the wagons when
I got up with them and he went some way with us. He was at first
very bitter and inclined to be nasty, but Webb talked him into

good humour, We dlscussed the war and he asked one some very hard
questions about Englend's dealings in S.Africa in the past. After
another mile or two a lot of Boers came up with a fleld cornet from
Botha., T had halted and was giving brandy end water to some of the
patients, We dilsplayed our Boer and they talked to him asking
about our treatment of him, He gave a good report of it to them
and they were greatly satisfled. FHe has been our stand-by all the
time and it was fortunate that he was a good chap and that he had
been properly treated, I told them that they could take him away
but thaet he would be better left with us. The man himself told
them that he wished to go to Heilbron, We pushed on till 5-50 p.m.
and saw swarms of Boers., The same process of surrounding us went
on at intervals and it was jumpy work, I tied the flag like a big
sail, so that it displayed the red éross at all tlmes and this
wagon went at the head of the column, We halted for an hour and

2 half and had food, then we went on till 9 o'clock. Fortunately
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it did not rain, to add to our troubles, An officer was awfully
pad at this time, He had been shot through the chest, and one
glde was full of blood and pressing on the heart, He was
delirious and very livid, I thought about his case and decided
to bleed him, HIlis stretcher was pulled out and by the light of a
candle I opened a vein and took 8 ozs. He was put back and at once
turned on his side and went to sleep. He is now doing well and
ought to recover, Foor Capt., Butters, the man who practically
saved Hore's lasager, was shot through the spine high up in the neck
and is paralysed from the shoulders downwards. I thought he would
die the nlight he was hit and told himsso., However, he has come
along well, but will probably die to-morrow, he 1s gquite conscious
end the most plucky man I have ever met, Such a nice homely fellow.
We started at 5 a,m. and at 7 o'clock came across a
large laager of Boers. They came up and stopped us and said that
we should go back, and see their General, I flatly refused to do
this and used strong language. The swine lifted the butt of his
rifle to hit me in the face, but he was pulled up very sharply by
one of the othera, Finally we got very friendly and were allowed
to proceed. I gave the interpreter chap a cigarette which greatly
pleased him and made the others clamour for some, The field cornet
came up and looked through the wagons, We again displayed our Boer
and Le played up as usual. The bulk of the Boers we saw &are boys
irom 16 to 20. They are very keen and there is no doubt that fram
their point of view it is very good sport. Their risks compared
to our men's are very few, At 9 o'clock we halted and fed, More
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Boers came round and one fellow was inclined to be very cheeky.

our tame Boer again played up and the fellow finished up by having
coffee with na, We were told to stop for orders from thelir General
put I went ahead when I was ready. We were stopped after a couple
of miles and had to wailt 2 hours. Then we were allowed to go oOn.
The road was now splendid and so we trotted out and made up for
1ost time. When we got to withln 3 miles from Heilbron we were
fired at from a kopje on our rignt. I got the wagons away to our
left and galloped as hard as we ecould., We were hardly within

range but they fired heavily, We would have got away only a mule
came down in the last wagon and it had to stop. I went towards the
Boers who came out into the plain., One fellow was very nasty and
would not believe my statements. A very reapectable youth came up
and apologised for our belng flred on. He said that he had teold
his people that we were an ambulance but that they had given orders
to fire on us. It was rather cheeky of them %o tackle us within
range of our guns, one of which was actually trained on this kopje
at the time. As we approached the town some Yeomanry came and
stalked our wagons in a very amateurish manner, They could not i
make up their minds who we were until I left the column and rode i
towards them, Whaﬁ I got to the town I saw the commandant who 1is
in command of the Oxford Regilment. They have no proper hospital
here and are crowded with patients., The Regimental Medical Officer
runs i1t, and I had to take over the Court House and turn it into a
hospital, It was rough luck after 50 miles of trekking to have to !
do this, but we worked hard and got all square by dark, The Colonedl
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gtood about and I think was a bilt astonished =8

t what he saw., I

got 5 beds and a lot of mattresses and some lamps., The Wesleyan

parson played up like a man and gave great he

1p. A lot of ladies

made tea, cut bread and butter and handed it round to the patients,

They were delighted at having their tea out of
been wired for and 1s expected to-morrow morni

lot and about 30 from here down to Kroonstadt.

& cup, A trailn has

ng.

Then I shall go

to Bloemfontein and see the P.M,0, and explein that there ought

be a proper hospital here with nurses and try and get chargs of

-

I shall take my

(8)w]

it.

It 13 a nice little town and I do want to sit dovn somewhere until

the end of the wear.

JANUARY 6th, Iwo of the bad cases died during the night arnd

Butters will die to-day. We 2ll hed s fair ni
major with the fractured thigh etec, is also dy

I got word that the train would leave at 9-15

ght, The sergt,

ing, At 6-30 a.m,

a,m,, 80 we get wood

etc, and packed the patients in the wagon and took them to the

station, There were only trucks, and one lon
put them in, I took all the mattreases with u
floor of the truck. There were about 30 sick,

golng down as well from the hospital, I had t

catch the connecting irain on the main line,

£

g covered truck to
8 to spread on the
mostly enterics

o load them up &as

The commandsnt was

to

there and some other officers. We were only a quarter of an hour

late and got to the main line with ten minutes
three bottles of epp flip made before starting

round, and some Bovril, Then we were attached
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train, and went to Kroonstad very quickly. We travelled in the
passenger train, and three wounded officers as well, On the train
I met & Major Wilson who has just been given the command of
tgitchener' s Fighting Scouts". He was with the Colonial Division
when we were marched from Zeerust, and knew all about my experiences
at that time. The three wounded officers in our carriage were old
fpiends of his, and they were cracking me up llke blazes. He
wanted a combined HMedical Unit for his force, so 1 offered mine.

He jumped at it and I wired to Kitchener and the P,M.,0. at Pretoria
which he sent cff at the next station. I think we are certain to
get the billet. It is a fine Regiment and is to act quite on its
own. Wilson 1s a funny fellow but he has had a great experlence
out here and apparently is well in with K.of K., As I said before,
he knows me well, If all goes well with the Regiment one 1s very
likely to get something out of it. I had thought of trying to get
with a stationary Hospital, but when I reached Kroonstadt and saw
the dust, dirt and flies, and heard how short-handed they were, L
thought one would be better off trekking. Wilson will wire to Webb
who returns to Heilbron to-morrow. If we are to go with him VWebb
will wire me at Bloemfonteln, and I will meet the Kit on its way
down Colony, The Headquarters are at Beaufort West down In the
Colony, They are to cperate until the Colony 1s clear, and then

go back to the Free State. I hope we get the blllet., Kroonstadt
is full of enteric and so are most of the Stationary places. I metb
a lot of o0ld friends there including the Sister we brought from
Bothaville, W xxxx has not improved 1ln manners and is in very
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pad odour with everyone at the Hospital; he looks rather seedy,

I doned at their Mess and after dinner a note was brought me fram

one of the Sisters named Enright asking if I was tho same individual

who lived in the Tower. I went and saw her at once and she was
awfully glad to see me, she had been here since May last, and only
heard I was here from listening to Sister True talking about me at
dimmer. She 1s such a nlce girl and we are great pals., I spent
an hour talking with her and then went tc the Station, put my

Mgamp Bed" in a truck end turned in.

JANUARY Tth. I had a good night and we left at daylight, got some

preakfast on the way and had to get into the Guards Van owing to
the truck being detached., I am going to get a lot of things at
Bloemfonteln for the men and for myself. I wired to try and find
out where the Headquarters of the Bodyguard are, so as to get our
back mails but have got no answer as yet. I did a good deal of
letter writing in the train while waiting for trains to pass us in
the Sidings. They were Jumpy as usual at Kroonstadt expecting to
be attacked every night and I can't understand why they are not.
The place is very large and the Garrlson a very weak one, The Boers
would find a gmood haul there.

I heard about a Civil Surgeon named Engelbach being shot
a few weeks ago; he was rude to some Boers while dressing a
wounded man and they emptied thelr rifles into him on the spot.
Apparently it is not a safe thing to do to cheelt a Boer who has &
rifle in his hand. Got to Bloemfontein at 1 o'clock snd put up
at No.l0 General Hoapital, Saw Greenway and dined with them ln
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the evening; saw the P.M.0O. who had been enquiring for mse,

JANUARY 8th, The P.M.0. took me to Hunter this morning; he had
not heard any details about the disaster, so I told him, and he

got me to write out 2 statement which he is sending on to Kitchener.
fle was very nlce, and I told him the useless way we had trekked and
what we might have done. Knox was supposed to be clearing the
country of Stock and has done nothing., I expect he will get beans
from Kitchener, I could not get hold of my malls, I do not know
what has become of them. I got a letter from home dated December
the 15th, so I know you sare all right; alsoc a few papers. Had a
wire from Webb just now to say that the P.il.0, has wired for
details of our personnel; got an excellent pair of riding breeches
and a pair of new pattern boots and braces and putties, also some
atores for our Hess; pay for pnatives and men, I posted £17,10.0
of penny stamps, they would not insure them so they are going
reglstered. I hope they will get home safely. I have a few things
to do to-morrow and then I am ready aither to return to Kroonstadt
by train on Thursday or else pick up the Unit and travel Souti.

I am quite equipped for another four or six months with clothlng
ete, and T hope thgt will see the end of the War, I had a very
realistic dream last night that the rest of the Boer army was

surrounded and capbtured. No such luck at present I am afrald,

JANUARY 9th, No orders came ﬁurins the day so I got all ready to

move in the morning., I went to a theatrical performance at No.9
Hospital at 8-30, It was simply splended, two murses and five
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civil surgeons acted., The topical bits were grand and 1t was &
great success, Afterwards there were light refreshments and a lob
of people were present., I met Begble there and he was very glad
to see me. From there I went to the train and went to bed, It
was frightfully hot in the station; we left at 4 a,m., and had a
safe journey to Kroonstadt, At Ventersburg Road there was 50mo
fighting going on a few miles off. I saw Wood and told hlm what
the P.M.0. at Bloemfontein had told me to do. IHe had not heard
anything about me, I wired to Webb to ccme in by train to-morrow
with the equipment. I shall try and get Nood to put some Civil
Surgeon in my place and keep me here; it is not the sweetest place

one could find but it will be a change from trelking.

JANUARY 10th. Had a ripping night on a spring bed. I took over

a lot of surgical cases from one of the Civil Surgeons who 1s going
on leave for several days. I asked Wood To put someone in my place, |

and he probably will, Webb wired that he 1s coming in Lo-morrow

and that he has been given tho "Medical Staff Corps" Orderlies;

that will probably mean some of our trained men staying here, Mras

i e A T T e

Wood came up this evening. I am going there to-morrow to tea, she

lives at the hotel now, We had a tremendous fall of rain this

| evenling; my tent was not trenched, so the water went right through.

ot

A1l my kit was on boxes so it did not much matier.

JANUARY 13th, A Major of ours who was with White's column has

been to Bloemfontoin and seen the P,M,0, The result 1s a wire to
me, telling me to take over all his kit and join White's column,
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It was rather amnoying at first, but after all, I think I would
rather be on the trek again, The hospital has heen standing for
a long time on the same ground, and the dust and flies are awful,
It is quite possible for one to contract Enteric or Dysentary here,
and it must get monotonous after a while.

I have drawn a lot of kit fran the Ordnance and joln
White's column this evening. We trek to-morrow for Lindley I

belleve,

JANUARY l4th. We marched at 9 a.m., and had to re-cross the drift

and move past No.3 Hospital on to the same road which we trekked
North to Pretoria and which we have gone once since., Then we
turned off towards Lindley. We are to bring back the garrison of
that place and burn it about 6 or 8 miles out. I got an officer
with temp: 105 and probably Enteric. I sent him back in a Cape
cart of oura and was lucky enough to get it back before 5 ¢'c. I
was afraid 1t would be bagged by the Boers. Ve have seen clouds

of smoke all day in the direction of Lindley and 1t locks as though
the garrison was burning it already. We have been sniped since

5 o'c and have leost a horse and prisoner. We got into bivouac at
6=-30 and it looks like a wet night. It blew a dust storm most cf
last night, filthy Kroonstad dust. It is quite a treat to be on
clear veldt once more., I met a Capt, R.A, who knew me at Sangor,
he was on a visit to Mec.Neill's, Jeffcott 1is slso with us, I
think we are golng straight back to Kroonstadt, I hope so, for then
we may get our mails, I have wired all over the place for them,
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££Eﬂﬁﬁzhl§EEL We marched at 5-30 and had not gone more than 500
yards before we were sniped. Pom pom spread a dozen shells along
the ridge and they cleared. I never saw anything so pretty., Ve
have been sniped cn all sides the whole daﬁ and the guns have been
yery busy. I plcked up 86 pom pom cases for the nmurses at
Kroonstadt. They are very keen on getting them. We had 2 15-prs.
with the rear-guard and that rather sold the Boers. They are wvery
cheeky. We had 2 slight casualtles only. I picked up a very fine
mare, she was slightly lame in one foot and was cast., OShe kept up
with the column on her own account and as the lameness seemed to
pass off I captured her. We bivouacked about 3 miles from Lindley,

having sot into hellc communication with it.

o et e b T = T

JAWUARY loth, T™e smole that we saw must have been a large signal

fire, Lindley has not been burnt and we are not evacuating it at
all. We were to have marched out at 6 o'cleck, but when all was
packed up we were told to stand fast for further orders., We re-
pitched our tents and hgve been nere all day, Nearly a gale of
wind has been blowing all the time and it has been rather un-
pleasant in consequence., I did a great job on my old riding pents,
putting in 2 leather knee strappings. The leather came from an
old ambulance cuaﬁion. At 3 o'clock we got orders to send in all
our sick etc. to Lindley. I am afraid we are going off Iin scme
other directlon and not back to Kroonstad as we had hoped to, 1
have just dlscovered that I paid 2 native drivers £1 each too much
when paylng them up and discharging them at Kroonstadt, It 1a a
beastly unnece¢ssary sort of lesa to have to suffer.

421,

w P A R L S




e e ]

JANUARY 17th., Bruce Hamilton left Kroonstadt this morning with a

large convey for Lindley. We left at 5-30 a,m, and have gone back
to where we camped the first night out from Kroonstadt, The
country about there is rather bad and so we are to help him through.
Apparently Lindley is not to be evacuated after all, and all the
Boers who were seen moving towards that place yesterday in hopes

of getting in to-day have got a sell., We saw very few to-day and
there was very little fighting. I expect we shall be attached to
Bruce Hamilton's force, but there is just a chance that we shall go
back with the empty wagona to Kronstedt. I sincerely hope that we
may so that I may get some letters., The merry snipers are just
firing into our camp and the pom pom is barking at them., It 1is
very annoying to be sniped at the end of a day's march, but great

fun for the Beer vouth who goes in for Roolenek shooting.

JANUARY 18th, The baggage remained in camp and most of the troops
went out at 7 o'clock. I sent Webb with 2 ambulances and I had =&
peaceful day in camp. There was & fair amount of shooting heard,
but, as usual, the target was only one or two Boers. No sign of the

convoy yet, so I don't know vhether we shall move to-morrow. i

JANUARY Z20th. We came across the wife and family of & man named

Morgandal to-day. He had gone out from Kroonstadt to try and :
induce De Wet to surrender, One of De iiet's generals shot him
through the chest and they left him on a farm. His wife reached
him just before he died. It 1s a sad case., I pltched a tent for
them and am lending them my Cape cart to go into Kroonstadt, They

leave before we merch in the morning.
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Webb brought back a table, a plg, duck, and half a sack
of apples.

I went out to-day with the foragling party and had an
interesting time. I got half a dozen chlckens, a cheir, and over
900 Pom pom shells, I have about 400 now to delight the hearts of
the sisters at Kroonstadt, We halted at a farm which had been burnt
out last September, There are any number of such farms around herse,
put they have all had the roofing put on ezaln and moat are quite
nebitable, This woman's husband is with De Wet, We tock all the
mealies and chicken from these farms and scattered the wheat and
corn over the veldt. I stayed with the rear-guerd and it was rather
fon, We had not left the farm more than 2 miles behind when the
Boers began to go back to it. The Pom pom was walting for them and
lopsed over 100 shella at them, They lay in s donga promptly and
probably none were touched. Then as we retired our rear-guaerd, they
trotted on to the crest of the next ridge, prepared to snipe. The
Pom pom had retired meanwhlle and shelled them as they appeared and
our rearguard retired in perfect safety. At last they got slck of
it and went home and so did we. I do not know what we are supposed
to be doing here., The expected convoy has not turned up yet and we
ire on ¢ ration of groceries, at least the troops are. We never

find ourselves short.

JANUARY 21st. VWe had to cross a bad drift in which was a quicksand.
Ly

‘Oey had got into this and had to wait until some of our feet who
fad gone ahead to meke the drift, found them and pulled them out.
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1 took them on & mile ferther and we nalted for breskfast, 80 gave

them Some too, They Were awfully grateful. Then I found that we

yere nob going into Kroonstadt, but to America Siding, 8 mlles up

the line. I sent & chit bto Browne to send it up there and I also

got 2 1etter through by & punmer to him, I hope 4o get to the
railway early to-morrow, get rid of the sick, and get my cash and
gome letters. Lindley was evacuated to=-day, and we didn't fire &
| ghot; Uhe Boers were all busy in Lindley I suppose. I had sn

inspection of the Yeomanry this afternoon and cast & for Hospital.

one of the officers of the 16th had hils tent burned down and lost

gll his kit except a palr of trousers and & ghirt.

| JANUARY 22nd. We marched at 6-30 to America 5iding, where I got &

train stopped and put my sick into Kroonstadt 8 miles off, I got
4% doz. eggs on the W&y, also a sheep and lambs. I gent 2 dozen
eggs to some of the Sisters, also a 200=1b sack of Pom pom shells,
one sheep and 2 lambs. The empty shell cases are worth 2/6 each;
that is the actual value of. the metal and work in them, so my sack
was worth about £33 1f one could find a market. The live shells
cost 10/6 each, and we think nothing of loosing off 25 at & time
at one Boer., Var 1s an expensive amusement. We are camplng cloae
to the line and I am anxicusly locking out for our Cape cart end

meils:; I hope we don't move from here Lo=morrow.

JANUARY 24th, liy cart came pack by 7-30 8.m., but no more mails.
Dur orders were to stand fast and be ready to move at short notlce.
The result of this was that we couldn't leave camp or g0 into
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Kroonstadt, Even up to £-30 p.m. we didn't know where we were
going. Then we marched across the line and headed for the North

of Fnenoster Kop. News had come in that De Wet was playing about
there, and we were off again on another useless trek, The 9th
were attached to the force under Col, Melville and we acted as
guard to an enormous convoy of mule &nd ox wagons. Within a couple
of miles of camp we had to cross a sprult and we made another driit,
ensbling 2 lines of wagons to cross at the same time; from then it
took us ebout 1% hours to get over. We trekked on till 8-45 and
then halted. It was beastly work moving along in the dark acroas
the veldt and no road, ant-holes all over the place., One couldn't
help thinking what the result of half a dozen Mauser shots would be
on a long line of transport, absolute panic I should say. However,
we got in without accident. Orders were lssued to march &t 5 a.lM.,
but were cancelled for us, the other force having to go on after

De Wet, Heard to-day of the poor old Queen's death. I expeci the
worry of this war has shortened her days, but it is nice to think
of her going out fairly.quickly and not having a lingering end.

We didn'y move until 2-30 p.m. and then only did 7 or 8 miles past
Rhenoster Kop and bivouacked about 6-30 on a very nice farm, We
got a very nice lot of horses here and I got a very fine Stallion
pony. We noosed him in a kraal and threw him by strangulation. Ve
had a couple of hours' exciting work with him, but he is securely
tied to the wheel of a wagon and both his fore feet tied together.
De Wet is sasid to have gone south and we probably march to
Kroonstadt to-merrow.
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JANUARY 25th. Marched at 6 a.,m, and got to Kroonstadt about

10=-30. The people at No., 3 were very pleased with the shells,
etc., and I was greatly disappointed at not getting more maills,

I made certain of getting some fresh ones. We crossed two drifts
and camped about two miles from the town, expecting to march to-
morrow at 5 a.,m., for Ventersburg Road Statiomn. Instead of that
we got orders at 3-45 p.m. to march at €& o'clock, this evening,

I have just had to send 5 more sick to hospital,

JANUARY 26th. We marched till 8-45 p.m. last night and bivouaclked

at Boshrand for the 20th time, It lookgd like a fine night so I
didn't have a tent pitched, At 2 a.m, I was wakened up by large
drops of rain and it looked wvery black all round. I packed up my
kit, dressed, and lay in an embulance. The mules were tied on and
they never ceased scratching and pulling so one didn't get a wink
t11l morning., We marched at £-30 down the line and had a long
halt at 8-30., I took the lining out of my helmet, and the pugri
off, and spent a couple of hours putting them on an old felt hat
which I picked up on the field at Maggersfontein last September,

The result 1s very good, and I have been able to cast the old

helmet which was very battered and uncomfortalbile., We reached
Ventersburg Road at 2-30 p.m,, and had a grand bath etc., Then I
got orders to arrange my ambulances and wagons so as to be able

to detach half at a moment's notice., The idea is that the mounted
portion of the force and guns may be ordered off at a moment's
notice on a 4-days' trek. I have arranged for Webb to go on if L
it tekes place. It looks like =& heavy fall of rain to-night, I
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got an old letter frem Jess which has been following me since
poctober last, although properly addressed, I had a Vvery NATrTOW
escape of losing my Cape cart. The ssme lot of Boers which stopped
the woman on her Wway out, stopped them going back and wanted to
xnow where they had got the second cart, They made them outspan,
but hearing firing they cleared off, and after half an hour the
people went én. I went to see them yesterday, they are relatives

of Steyn and Botha end aré aristocrats in thelr way. They were

awfully grateful for our help.

JANUARY 27th & 28th. We left Ventersburg Road at 5 c'clock and

got to Ventersburg about 1l o'elock, There was no oppositicn. 1
got a feed of ripe figﬂhog the road. I went and saw the famlly

the son-in-law of whichighthisis, and whom I attended las® time

I was herse; 1 never saw such an improvement in anyone. They were
very glad to see me, There had been & large meeting of Boers in
the town last Friday, and De Wet and 12 men were off to the Colony.
and the Commendoes were to return to their own districts. This of
course 1s the best thing they can do. 40 or 50 men to their own
districts, living on their own farms with wife and children can goO
with this sort of game for months, whereas large bodies would be
unwieldy, and liable to be proken up by us. We went on at £ pe.le
and pulled up at & place called Kool Spruit. We got in at 5-30
and had 2 bath, and tent pitched and were looking forward to & goeod
night's rest, At 6-30 orders were sent that we were to march at

a.30. It looked very threatening and we felt we were in for a

égl‘?"
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storm, We were supposed to march about 12 miles, and strike the
Zand River at a place named Hilpmakaar, About 11l o'clock the
storm burst. The Column was halted at once; I pulled off the
road, formed up the wagons and got into an ambulance. Fortunately
I had my waterproof out and an old umbrella., The lightning was
perfectly awful, A horse was killed and one flash ceme so close
to me that I thought I had been struck. I tingled all over. The
embulance cover leaked and I found the stretcher full of water,
The raln was too contlimuous to think of a bed or tent, so I pushed
a mackintosh sheet across the roof, emptied the water off the
stretcher, spread a folded blanket on it, and lay down in my water-
proof. I dozed till S o'clock and then we got up and had some hot
coffee, The Boers were quite close to us just btefore the storm,
and 40 were seen crossing the drift just before we got to it. Vhat
would have happened if they had attacked us during the storm I
can't imagine, I hate these night merches with large convoys.
Just out of camp I found a fine buck wagon which belonged to us.
It was minus. a wheel and a disselboom, but otherwise was in good
order, As there would be a delay of a couple of hours at this
drift I fitted a disselboom and a wheel to it, éreased the wheels
end transferred the lcad from my old wagon and abandoned it., It
was a most useful find, We halted for an hour at 9 o!clock while
another drift wes being crossed, and again from 11 til1 4. This
drift toolk all this time to get the wagons across and was quite
one of the worst I have yet met with, I got ebout & pound of very
nice butter and some eggs at a farm near this place, We got into
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pivouac at 6 p.m,, and got orders to march to Winburg and entrain
to-morrow., We have collected & very fine herd of cattle and poniles
in the last 5 days., Some of the very best. MNilch cattle and
enormous trek oxen, I had 2 cows caught and milked when we got in,
We are not marching till 6-30 a.,m, so one ought to get a geod night,

We got some ripping apples to-day.

JANUARY 29th. We marched at 6-30 a,m, and got to Winburg about

10=30, I sent a wire off to Kroonstadt at once for our malls, Our
column has been busy entraining to-day, but we shan't get off t1ll
to-morrow evening, Knox has been very busy all day fighting the
Boers near Boxburg, they are entrenched there and number about
1500, They have been freely dosed with Lyddite and at 6-30 p.m.
the? are still getting it hot. The armoured traln 1s just off in
front of two trains beoarded with men and animala, We don't know

where we are going yet.

JANUARY S0th, We heard that the trains were at Smalldesl at

8 o'clock thila morning, but didn't hear whether the delay was this
8ide or the other, Vhite's orders when he left here werse to
detrain at Bloemfontein, but by the time we reathed there, 1t would
probably be known thet De Wet & Co., were beyond that place, and so
they would most likely go further down the line, Bruce Hamilton's
force entrained at Smalldeel yesterday, and as no tralns have
Arrived to-day tc take the rest of the column, it looks as though
they had all gona lower down the line than Bloemfonteln, We can't
merch as we have only 100 Infantry to e¢scort the guns so hers we
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must remain till they send trains for us. The 16th, and Yeomanry,
and 2 Pom poma will probably take part in the new pursuit, and with
any luck we shall escape 1t, I got a box put into uzﬁgeal for my
buck wagon and also got the fore carrlage of one of my ambulances
repaired at a local shop in the town. They made a splendid job of
the ambulance and 1t ought to last for a long time now. The bill
was £2,15,0, and I have sent it to the Ordnance O0fficer to pay.
I~~-- a Captaln of the 16th Lancers and who has been stationed here
with his squadron since November last dined with us last night, He
is a great pal of mine, He had a brand new Cape cart which was
taken from a farm close by and was anxious to change it for one
which has come from another distriet, so that the former owner
couldn't claim it possibly later on., I swapped my buggy for it,
and I now have a more roomy and more comfortable vehlcle, We
started to change our camp to one nearer town, at 3 p.,m, It looked
very threatening and we made haste, and just got our tent up before
the storm broke., We were on the slope of a hill and our shallow
trench was no use, The rain fell in torrents and came right under
the curtains, We put our kit on chairs and tables and lay on our
beds. We had to 1lift the curtain on the lower side and let the
water escape, for at one time we had a foot deep there. When it
Ceased we made a dam to divert the upper water and deepened our
trench, There is lots more rain about, but I think we shall be
alright,

ﬁﬂﬂg&ﬁg_ggggl At 9 a.m, this morning we heard that we were to
entrain, We went by the second traln which ecame out from Smalldeel
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and got away about 4-30 p.m. It was a big job getting our 80

mules and ponles into the wagons; some walked in like lambs, but
some jumped right across the wooden platform, and some Jumuped

clean into the truck. Our buck wagons and ambulances were loaded
for us by shouting nlggers. I had my bed made down in one of the
ambulances and my kit and food box put in also, We got to
amalldeel about 7-50 p.m. and to my great disgust found no malls
there for us, I sent a letter on to Wade-Brown telling him that

we were golng South and asking him to hold on to any which may

turn up,=t It is a most curious thing that we can't get our letters
in spite of all the trouble I take, I shall write again to-morrov.
We were told that we had to go on and didn't relish the prospect

at all, We reached Brandfort about 11 pem., and the 0,C.Lines of
Communication, Colonel Napier, told us thal a report had come 1in
to the effect that Boers were near the line near Karee, and gave
orders for all to be on the alert, but keep under cover. Ve had
about 50 armed men on board, I got under the ambulance so that I
might have the protection of a two-inch plank which formed the side
of the truck. It was a very jJumpy time for the next 7 miles, but
nothing happened, Then I got into the ambulance again and dozed

ti111l we reached Bloemfonteln at 2 a.m,

JAHUQE{ slat ﬂnﬁuﬁEBRHhRY 18t. Here we were btold that we had to

go probably to Bethulle. We travelled very quilckly during the
night and at 7-30 a.,m. were 2 hours from Springfontein. We halted
by the roadside to let a train pass and managed to feed the anlmals,
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and got some coffee for ourselves. We passed thousands of cattle

at various places on the line, and also herds of horses belng

driven along. We hear that we may go to De Aar or Norvalls Pont,

or Bethulie.

Eggﬂ@ﬁﬁ'lst. We were detalined atb Springfcntein fron 10=30 a,m,

£411 2 p.m., then we got away. There was a train close in front

of us, and another 2 just behind. The trains were unequally loaded,
g0 that they gained or lost distance, About 4 o'clock we got near
Bethulie., Just outslide the town there were some very steep inclines
and one very sharp curve thrgugh a cutting., All of a sudden our
train came to a full stop just as 1t was roundingz the curve at a
fair speed., I was sitting in an ambulance on a stretcher, 80 didn't
feel the shock, The wagon jumped forwards about 3 feet, We
realised that there had been a collision and ran forwards. We
found that our train had run into the one just in front. A sentry
had seen the danger and warned the driver who put on his brake and
reduced the speed conslderably, but couldn't bring her up, Right

in the rear was an open truck with about a dozen men, This was
thrown off the rails to the left, and only one man hurt, The
guard's van was completely smashed and a cattle truck full of horses
also smashed and thrown to the right. In thﬁ.guard'ﬂ van wers a
guard, a rallway Doctor, an Officer and 8 men, The Doctor heard the
whistle of alarm and jumped out of the door which fortunately was
open; the guard followed his example and then ran down the cutting.
The others were caught in the smash and two men were killled
instantly and crushed under the van. The Officer had his skull
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gractured, but we got him out alive and conscious. He cn;y lived

gbout an hour. We got 3 horses outb alive and sound, the others

i gere killed or had to be shot., Then a large fatigue party of

‘ Infantry was pubt on to clear the wreckage and We got through about
5 o'clock, By this time there was a tremendous conjestion of the

| line. All tralns were waiting at Springfontelin, and others coming

| down from the North., We managed to get detrained and fixed up by
13-30 p.m, Ve slept close to the Railway and trains were coming

| and going all night so that we didn't get much rest. The poor

mules must have been glad to get out, for they had had no water

for about 32 hours.

FEBRUARY 2nd. Up at 5=-30 and got things & bit straight. At 10

otelock we moved across the line where a lot of our Brigade were.

I was asked for one of our buck wagons to carry kits on, but
managed to keep 1t on condition that I carrled the great-coats

for the infantry. We had just finlshed re-packing the wagons when
I got orders to hand over one Buck-wagon and leave Lwo ambulances
and spare kit behind. Evidently we are goling to make a rusn some-
where, and they are at thelr wits end Tor transport for food. All
the supply wagons of our column are somewhere on the rallway. I
expect the rush will end as all the others did, in fallure, for

De Wet has hitherto managed to do pretty well what he wanted, It

is frightfully hot here to-day, and one gets a tremendous thirst. ;

FERRUARY¥ 3rd. Another hot day and we are st111 here. I hear that

there are about 25,000 mounted men about here, and that De Wel was
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at De Wet's Dorp this morning, and halted there, It looks as

though our concentration here had put him ¢ff comling this way. He
will probably turn off in some other direction now, There were no
arrangements here for reception or transfer of sick, so young Webb

who wished to stay has been sent to run the place and I am alone

once more,

FEBRUARY 4th. We have marched to Slick Sprult to-day, a distance

of about 8 miles on the Smithfield Road, and we had to get up at

4 a,m, to do it. We got here about 7-30 a,m, and have had an easy
day in camp. This 1s the place where De Wet attacked a convoy of
ours when he was trying to cross the Orange River. We have passed
over this ground before, and there is nothing to be had, no

chickens, egg

Lo | i )

s, sheep, or even grass for the animals, I hear that

E
we are likely to stop here for a day or two and then go to one of
the drifts on the Caledon River close by, I am not sorry to be on
the trek once more, for I have had no fresh meat since we got to
Winburg, I got a ripping undercut this evenling for dimmer, I am
now all alone - and it 1sn't at all pleasant, though I suppose one
will get used to 1t. I managed to get permission to take another
ambulance with me, The Yeomanry Officers haveﬁ't got their mess
carts yet which were left at Winburg, and even Colonel VWhite hasn't
got his wagon, bed or tent, I have lent him a tent. It looks very
like rain this evening, Bethulie was the hottest place I have
struck yet out here,

FEBRUARY 5th, We didn't march to-day, It has been most unpleasant
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pere, constant squalls, the air quite still for a few minmtes, and
then & tremendous gust which sends the dust flying over everything.
We had a sharp shower about 5 p.m. and that ought to make things
more pleasant, I have been reading Miss Corelli's new book to=day,
"The Master Christian®; it is very clever I think. The 16th
Lancers have a good many books among them, so one will not feel so
lnnély now with something to pass the time away. We sent some
wagons into Bethulie this evening and I was glad of the chance of
gending a case of enterlc fever in. I heard a few days ago that
Cronje had sent most of his horses away from Maggersfonteln to
graze in the Free State because the grass was so bad in the former
place. He was advilsed not to, but was obstinate, He was told that
Roberts was to relleve Kimberley on a certain date, but thought
that he was bound to stick to the line and get through hiaggers-
fontein., This would explain to some extent why he stayed in the
bed of the Modder. They couldn't escape on foot; and also
explains why we saw so very few dead horses in the laager. There
ought to have been 4000 at least, but probably 6000. I was also
told that tﬂe Boers had our cypher and could read all the messages

which were sent into Kimberley at night by sky-flashing.

FEBERUARY 6th. We marched at 5-30 a.m. I only took one ambulance

and my Cape cart. All the wagons &c. remained at Slik Sprult. It

was beastly marching in the dark. We got about 5 miles along the

Smithfield Road and then the Lancers and guns halted. The Yeomanry

went on with a Pom pom to a place named Willoughby, 4 miles farther
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on. I had to go with them. We saw a few Boers and ought to have
pagged 5 or 6 who went Into a farm quite close to where we were
concealed behind some kopjes. The Yeomanry, instead of stalking

the farm quietly, made a dash at it, and the Boers hearing the
clatter got away, leaving three horses behind. We remained there
doing nothing till 4-30 p.m. and then went back to where the Lancers
were. Someone had seen about 300 Boers near us, or thought they
nad, so we had to stay where we were. I had brought my bedding and
food on the Cape cart and with what we had in the wagon we did

alright,

FEBRUARY Tth. We remained here all day doing nothlng. Bruce

Hamilton came out in the afternoon with a squadron and pom-pom and
went out to Willoughby, but nothing happened. I got my wagon and
ambulances out in the evening. There are rumoura that this column
is to be broken up. It 1s not large enough to go after large bodies
of Boers, and De Vet 1ls supposed to be about 55 mlles from us, on

this road, with 2500 men.

FEBRUARY 8th. Still on this farm.doing nothing. There waa a

chance of a night march but it didn't come off, ° I had my bedstead
put up in an ambulance and got a good sleep. I had my A.S.C. groom
tried by Scouts Martial this morning. He was a lazy, insolent
fellow and I was getting rid of him to one of the pom-pom sectlons
under a chap who would have stirred him up., He refused to go, and
0f course there was nothing else to do but to try him for it.

FEBRUARY 9th, We marched at 4 a,m., to reconnoitre the road to
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within 18 miles of Smithfield. At 2-30 a,m, I was awake and
heard some pom pom and 15-pr, firing in the directlon of the line
from Springfontein to Bethulie. We didn't meet any Boers to-day
and passed where they had had a big laager, but as usual, they
had cleared out 2 days ago. I got a lot of eggs to-day also 2
sheep which we brought back in one of the ambulance wagons. We
ned a halt of a couple of hours from 9-30 a.,m, and then began to
mapch homewards. About 2 o'clock we were halted by hellograph
and told to wait for orders. These came after half an hour by
helio from Bruce Hamilton, and we were told to go back to Slik
Spruit where we would find rations and orders. It was a long
merch and we didn't get in till 6-30 p.m. The road was too rough
to ride in the Cape cart and so I have been the whole day in the
saddle. 4-30 a,m, till 6=30 p,ﬁ. is rather a long day. I got
some potatoes and a couple of chicken on the way home, so am all

right in the food line for a while,

10th FEBRUARY, We marched at 6 a.,m, and got to Bethulie at 10

o'clock. Passed a fine orchard and got a nosebag of peaches

neerly ripe. We halted for 2 hours and I got 2 ripping lunch of
fricasse of spring chicken and new potatoes and fresh bread, I

got back Webb'a Cape cart and mules and driver - also my Corporal
whom I had left with him, Webb went to Springfontein this morning
for duty, I suppose at the General Hospital there, under Col.Allen,
I hope he will enjoy the change., He will get work enough to pleass
him at any rate, though he won't have the independent charge which
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nis soul seemed to yearn for., We left at noon and have come about
17 or 18 miles along the road towards the Worvalls Pont line, and
are at present 7 miles from Prior Siding on that line, The road

was feirly good so I came most of to-day's journey in my Cape cart
and have had a pleasant time in the shade reading Churchill's book
on the war, It has been very hot, but I only got out to superintend
the catching of some lambs, so have come in quite fresh and not a
bit bored by the 28 miles. I was a big ass not to travel like this

pefore., No General Hospital for me if I can help 1t.

FEBRUARY 11th, We marched at 5 a.m. and- got to the line by 8-350,

We have remained here all day waitlng for a train of supplies which
we are to escort to Phillipolis. I believe we were to merch at

8 p.m. bubt then we got orders to march at 1l p.m. and so are in for
another night march, At 7 o'clock we got a sack of mails including
the chocolate, 4 of yours, and a lot of papers etc. We have seen
lots of trains going up and down and the men always ran for the
passenger ones and got papers. The latest was the Cape Argus of

Feb, 9th so we were lucky in getting such late news.

FEBRUARY 12th, We marched all night and over very hilly country

and bad roads., I managed to doze for a little while in a wagon

but it jolted frightfully. At 7 a,m. we halted for 2 hours and got
breakfast and rested the animals, Then on again to Phillipolils,

We halted there from 12 till 2 o'clock, and then marched in a storm.
The dust was fearful and soon we had & heayy shower which made
things pleasant., We went on till 6-30 p.m. and then finding that

458,




we were 12 miles from the drift, and prospect of heavy rain, we
halted. I waa afraid that he would march again when the moon gets
up, but thank goodness we remalin here till 5 a.m. to-morrow. Every-

one is very tired and wants a good sleep badly.

FEBRUARY 15%th. We marched at & a.m, and didn't get the rain

which threatened, At 7 o'eclock we were halted and told to wait
for orders, We heard that the rilver was in flood and that we
should have to go back to Fhillipolis and then on to the Colesburg
Drift., At 11 o'clock we were ordered to move on thils drift, it
having been found that the river was falling - and Bruce Hamilton
was crossing. We moved on and descended to the level of the river
by a very steep pass which was cut in the side of a hill, The
scenery round here is very wild., De Wet took 3 days in crossing
this drlft and we only found it out on the 3rd day. EKnox is after
him, but we must be miles behind. I rode on to the drift and saw
a most extraordinary sight. About half of Hamilton's force had

got across and the rest was on this side, The river is very broad
here, Kumbers of dead mules were lying in the stream, drowned by
EKnox and De Wet in crossing. 24 span of oxen were drawing each ox
wagon across and naked soldlers and blacks wers in the water with
long whips trying to get them to pull, The water on the far side
was nearly on a level with the animals' backs = and so Jou can
imagine how wet the contents of the carts were getting, We are
halted, and probably all won't get across to-morrow, The sky looks
very black and if much rain falls we shan't get across for days. =
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and may have to climb this terrible pass and go back to Phillipolis,
Meanwhile De Wet is doing whatever he wants. He had a number of
sgouts out, and our natlives and people couldn't get near him I

guppose to watch his movements,

FEBRUARY 14th. De Vet was haltéd here for 2 days and it took him
2 days to cross and we couldn't find it out. He hid his men and
wagons amongst the trees as they got over, A few men could have
easily prevented the passage and if we had got behind him with a
high river in front, he could have been bagged. We got across the
river quite easily at 9 o'clock, I put a lot of kit 1n the
ambulances, so as to distribute the weight., I emptied my Cape
eart and erossed in 1t. The water at one place came over the |
wheels and half-way up the seat,but I managed to keep dry. I took

& couple of photos in mid-stream. When we got to the other sidse

we found a bank almost perpendicular to get up and all deep sand,

It was quite the worst drift I had yet seen and beat the famous

De Kiel's Drift over the Reit River, which we crossed on the way

to Kimberley. I managed to get up with the help of some Infantry,

and White's column started at once, We had an awful road at first

and any nmumber of drifts which crossed branches of the Orange

River. One of my smbulances tock a plunge and broke part of the

fore-carriage.
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one of my new men who is a bit of a carpenter is trying to mend it
now. We had a lot of rain to-day and 1t made the pgolng very heavy.
fle heard a lot of firing early this morning. We march at 5 o'e, to=
morrow, we could not get over the rilver now I'm sure, it was rilsing

ga we crossed,

FEBRUARY 15th, We were supposed to march at 5 and 1t was another
getting up in the dark. The eambulence was quite strong now, The
roads were frightfully heavy, and it has been a very heavy day for
the mules., We had a halt from 11 till 1-30 and then moved into
Phillipstown, We marched through and then it was contemplated
sending us on another 16 miles, There is only one feed left for
the animals to-morrow, and half a feed for the mules, and we have
gbout 35 miles to go to De Aar, .There is plenty of grocerles and
biscouts and meat, but no forage for the anlmals. It loocks wvery
l1ike rain to-night and if it falls we shall be In a proper fix,
They.may send us straight across country to Hout Kraal, but I should
say it would be simplest to send out a convoy of oats to meet us
half way, I have 80 1lbs, surplus in each wagon and got 100 1lbs on
the quiet last night, so our animals will be all right. My late
groom has got 11 months' imprisorment with Hard Labeu# and will have
to put it in in Cape Town, I'm sorry for him, but he practically
asked for a Court lMartial., If he had said he was sorry amnd next
morning when he was brought in front of me, I would probably have
torn up his crime.

After about an hour 1t was decided to keep us here, I
had a wash and shave at a pool of rain-water while waiting. We were
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on & nice piece of ground but they marched us about & mile and got
the whole force on to & low=lylng plece of ground which will be =&

gwamp as soon as it railns,

FEBRUARY 16th. The rain did not come, fortunately, and we have
come along good, hard and dry roads. We are not to go to De Aar
but to the nearest point on the rallway, and probably on to De Aar

to-morrow, We shall have done sbout 35 miles by the end of our

journey.

FEBRUARY 17th., We got into De Aar in the dark last night about

8 o'clock. The animals were very done, and instead of getting hay
for them there was nothing but hard cats. A good many were much
too done up to eat the oats., My animals were fairly fit thanks to
thé feed (extra) which I mansged to have on the wagons. We halt
here to-day and draw fresh animals._ The authorities have at last
managed to have a supply of animals, so that we handed in a number
of horses which were done up and wanted a few weeks' rest and draw

others instead of these,

FEBRUARY 18th. We expected to halt here to-day, but at 2 p,m, we

got orders to march and have come about 10 miles towards Batatown.

FEBRUARY 19th, We got a sudden order at 8 p.m, to march at 5 a.m.

At the time I was feeding and one of the C.M.R., Officers was eating

a bowl of arrowrcot in my tent and talking over old times, He was

one of the Colonlal Division which was with me at that time at

Quagrersfontein and he told me what a plight they were in the night
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of my capture, He said that they made a very early march, probably
on account of the Information I had sent in and by daylight were
well clear of the boggy ground in which the Boers eéxpected them to
stick. He promised to post some letters for me, so I shall catch
the next mail, It poured during the night and the roads were in

a frightful condition. We were to march at S and were supposed to
be at a place 22 miles on in 4% hours. This was obviously quite
impossible. The Yeomanry had gone on at 9 o'clock last night and
were to make for this place. They must have had a horrible time
of i1t, We got on the wrong rosd at first and were delayed about

2 hours in a bog, Finally we got clear, and after 6 miles all the
baggage etc, was halted, and I, with the ambulances and a Cape cart
accompanied the mounted part of the force and went forward, The
roads were still very wet and éo I put 2 more mules on the front
of my Cape cart, T met Dunlop whﬁ used to command the 3rd F.B, at
Sangor. He is now a Colonel and arrived in the country 10 days
8go. He looked so smart in his new clothes., We had the 3ra, D,
Guards, who also came out at the same time, and it was very funny
to watch the behaviour of the officers and men, and compare the
way they worked, with the way the older troops do, Some were
perpetually counting kopjes which we had just ﬁassed, or were
bassing, looking for Boers, as 1f they expected to find any there;
I suppose they will learn in time, but will lose a good many men
first. About 200 Boers were seen during the day, but we never cane
Up to them, At 3 o'clock we reached a farm where 500 Boers had
been for the last 2 days. Our advanced lot got here about 1 o'c
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having done 22 miles over heavy country. The enemy were quite
fresh and off they went, They smashed the threshing machinery
which they found here and said "No doubt the British Government
would pay for it. They were under George Brand, son of the late
President C.F.S.

Qur supplies and the rest of my wagons did not arrive
£111 next morning at 5 o'clock. There 1s lots of wheat in thé
straw here , and so the horses get something to flll their tummies,
Tts an awful sin to see the beautiful English horses all tucked up.
They have not had a single day‘; rest since they came off the ship
10 days ago; and here they are, expected to do a hard day's work.
There won't be one left in about a month, and each one costs fully
£100 landed here., One would think that by this time our people
would have had hundreds of horses waiting, all ready and fit for

use, but the hand-to-mouty system still goes on.,

FEBRUARY Z20th, I slept under my big ground sheet stretched

between an ambulance wheel and my Cape cart wheel. The other
columns began to arrive about midnight and disturbed one's rest,

My remaining wagons arrived at 5-30 and at 6-50 we were off agaln.
We have not seen any Boers, We got an issue of 2 sheep this
evening. The troops got one for every 20 men. The 16th Lancers
killed theirs near my bivouasc and left all the heads on the skins.
I collected them for my boys and cut out the tongues, I have about
20, I also got a nice chicken and a couple of eggs. Thomson and

I had & nice swim in the big dam near where we are encamped.
FEBRUARY 21st, We marched at 6-30 and kept on till 3 o'clock., A
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acout af ours came in sight of the Boer rear guard of 500 men,
They were off-saddle and their ponies were grazing, He galloped
back three miles to tell us and the 1l6th galloped after them, They
were too late to get into them although some firing took place,
The main body 1is about 1000 strong and Brand and Hertzog are with
them, I heard that the latter only got 30 recruits altogether -
500 have re-crossed the Orange River at Marks and Kamel Drift,

and our lot are apparently making thelr way also,

This i1s a fearful desert of a country, the farma are of
enormous size and the ground 1s all stones and doesn't even grow
decent Karoco. There is nothing but low thorn bushes, so sharp
that the horses won't walk through them, Our rations are all gone

this evening but a Convoy 1s expected,

FEBRUARY 22nd. We got a little food only from the convoy last

night, The mules are to-night on 4 lbs. of oats (for 24 hours)

and the horses on 5 lbs. We are in a desert and there 1s no grazing
for English horses at any rate, so¢o you can Imagine how blg gun
horses are getting on. The men are on half rations and there is no
sugar at all, We left at 6 a.m. and crossed the river, Although
we knew that we were to do this there was no attempt made last
night to improve 1t by cutting banks away and filling In stones
into the soft sand, The result was a delay of about two hours in
erossing, We were expected to do 35 miles, but thank goodness we
stopped after about 18, We met no water for the whole distance
except one puddle about 3 miles back, It is an awful desert and
the heat has been very bad and the road or track sandy and heavy
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in places, It has been one of the most uncomfortable days we have
had. My sick have increased to 20 and I rigged up an awning over a
buck wagon to carry scme of them to-day. There 1s no chance of
getting.riﬁ of any of them at present. I heard a Toammy say to
another to-day - "The Boers must have thought that they were in a
promised land when they got into the Free State after trekking
through this desert", and I quite agree with him, The soonsr we are

back there the bet;er.

FEBRUARY 23rd. Vie marched at 3-30 a,m, We had settled down yester-

day anyhow thinking that we were only halting for a couple of hours,
Then it turned out that we were halting for the night, The result
was that different units were mixed up anyhow, and when it came to
gattinv out of camp in the dark, -the confusion was awful. It also
meanL that we were up at 2 a,m,, and consldering thzgzzu?ftroops
didn't have their food cooked till 10 or 11 o'clock it comes very
hard on them,

Our Brigade and Maxwell's remained hopelessly mixed up
till 8 o'clock when we watered. We then found that we could have
gone on in the direction we were marching yesterday and found lots
of water about 3 miles farther on from the place where we turned off
to the river and this would have saved us a useless trek of 6 miles.
Qur Intelligence as usual was rotten, After watering we separated
and llexwell went in front, We halted from 11-30 till 4 p,m, Then
We moved on again till 8 o'clock. The road was very bad and we
touldn't have done less than 28 or 30 miles. Got into bivouac in the
dark on awful ground, full of stones and thorn bushes. Our wagons
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didn't arrive till 9 o'clock and it was about 10 before I got to
bed. No time to pitch a tent and it was frightfully hot and
thundery - threatening rain, The Boers are supposed to have gone
back again, but I don't think they would be quite mad enough to
trek back over a desert which has taken us o days of marching to
cover - and in which there is no food for the horses, We passed
the place where they halted a couple of days ago and found lots

of entrails of sheep, empty beer bottles and salmon and sardine
tins; evlidently they are well supplied with luxuries. I feel
utterly weary and sic¥ of the whole show to=night, This is the
hardest trek we have had, and it is piteocus to listen to the mules
shrieking for food and their allowance only 2 lbs. a day, One
wouldn't mind if we are to do any good, but it will end as all the
other treks have, and here we are getting worn out, We lost 68
horses and 16 mules on to-day's trek alone,

1 am filthy and can't get time to have my clothes washed,

FEBRUARY 24th, We were to march at 5 a.m., and after getting all
ready were told that we were to march at 6, This is the sort of
senseless treatment which takes the heart out of us. We have only
9 miles to do into Strydenburg to-day and they made us do 30
yesterday instead of dividing the distance more evenly. Maxwell's
column has had no food for animals for the last 2 days and the men
have very little. The Boers were through Strydenburg a couple of
days ago, so there won't be much left for us, We hope to find a
Convoy of food waitling there for us, I had a rotten night‘s rest,
About 11 o'clock another column passed through our camp malcing a
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beastly row, then it was frightfully hot and threatened rain - so

I feel a bit of a worm this morning. I wish we could get away from
Efuce Hamilton., He makes things frightfully and needlessly un-
comfortable, We got to Strydenburg about 1l o'clock. The Boers
cleared out this morning and are hanging about some kopjes, Scme
supplies (3 days) were put on wagons back at Klip Drift about 3
days ago. The columns changed direction and so they lost us. They
have been wandering about the veldt ever since and were quite given
up at 5 p.m, to-day. All our mails were on them, However, they
have been slighted, and are now coming in., This alters sall our
plans, We were to have marched to the line for food: mnow we £0o
after the Boers on 3 days' rations which will probably be turned
into six, All our sick are goin g in to-morrow and I shall send
off a mail. The Boers looted everything here in style. Our horses
etc., are in a shocking state, but our maniac of a General still
goes on., It's great luck that the Boers didn't bag those wagons,

I had a nice quiet day for washing and mending.

FEBRUARY 25th. We marched at 6-30 a,m, I got rid of all my sick.

They went to the line by the ox wagons. About 9 o'clock last night
Thompson sent for some Chloroform, I went with the messenger and
found four doctors operating on an officer of Himington's Scouts
Who had been wounded that morning. I lent a hand and got back to
bed at about 10 o'clock., He and ‘another fellow have been following
De Wet for many weeks disguised as Burghers and have sent a good
deal of valuable information back to us,

Yesterday one of them was in advance of 6 of Rlmington's
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and came across a Boer who was holdlng 6 horses near some kopjes.
He cengaged him in conversation till the others came near, and
then told him to "hands up". He did so, and five of them then
proceeded to mount the kopje and rush the five Boers who were on
top. Each closed with hlis man and there was no shooting. A big
Boer had one of our fellows down and was choking him, so anﬂthgr
1etlgo his man and blew his brains out. The released man got his
rifle and started shooting. He shot 2 officers (the sples) and
a man. One officer was shot twice through the chest and hls rifle
taken from him, He sat up and drawing a revolver kllled two men
and wounded another., This enabled the rest of our fellows to bag
the remained, It is the besat thing I have heard of for s long time
and i1t will probably get the V.C.

We didn't get our mails after all, There has been some
wretched blundering, and they are probably on some other convoy.
It is very sickening. It was arranged that we should go after the
Boers, but after we started, we were sent to the line and are on
our way there., Brand and Hertzog passed here yesterday and are to
eroas the railway line to-night, We are done up and quite helpless.
The country has been much better to-day and we have seen some grass,
also some enormous dams fed by springs. The soil is very chalky in

places but mostly orange and sandy.

FEBRUARY 26th, We marched at 5-30 a,m. and reached Botfontein

which is two stations above De Aar, Here we are still waiting for
Supplies and remounts and may be here for 2 or 3 days. De Wet
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ecrossed the line quite close to this place, and Thorneycroft just
arrived by train too late to take him on. We have heard several
rumours- of guns and prisoners having been taken but don't know if
true or not, I hear that the King 1s going to give a medal as
well as the late Queen and so we shall have 2 ribbons and I shall
have at least 5 clasps and perhaps six, The colonles are very
1iﬁaly to give one to the Colonial troops, and after all the fight-
ing that the Imperial troops have done in Natal and Cape Colony it
is very likely that they will offer it to us. Whether the War
Office will allow its acceptance is of course another question.

I hear that lots of people are coming out again, most likely the

new medal will feteh them,

FEBRUARY 27th, I dined with the 9th Lancers last night,

Campbell says that he is a great friend of Beevor's and will write
him to-day and tell him to do his best for me In getting one of
the police billets, Got another mail last night but it still
leave 6 overdue, Ve are still here at the line, I had a look at
the armoured train which was principally engaged the other day when
we got De Wet's wagons near Southwall, They have 2 naval l2-pdr,
quick-firing guns and although each weighs 12 cwt, they are so
perfectly balanced that they can be traversed and worked as easily
as an ordinary rifle, There 1s a small trigger which has an
electric attachment and can explode the charge - and seven shots

a mimite can be fired, It's a funny thing, but this is the only
train which 1s armed with these guns, although there are lots of
them at Cape Town, and their superiority over other weapons is
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manifest, The rallway has been very busy all day, trains running
up and down, At 2-45 p.m, we got orders to march at 5-50 and only
just then did a train-load of supplies arrive for us. We got away
by 4 o'clock and have come about 12 miles., Bruce Hamilton is

expected to join us to-nlght,

26th- FEERUARY: I was roused at 1-30 a.,m, by an officer of Bruce

Hamilton's staff who had just arrived with orders, and was looking
for White. Soon afterwards we got orders to march at 6 a.m. We

were ready at this time but didn't move t1ll 7-30, Shocking waste

o Bt e 2 ¢ o ke

of time., We might have had it in bed, and the poor mules and

cme—pe

horses were standing all the time. We only came about six mlles i
and bivouacked at 10-30, We probably march again at 5-30 p.m,

and it 1s clouding up for rain. ‘I got your letter (registered) of
Jan, 18th this afternoon., That leaves 5 mails still owing. We

are heading~towards Phillipstown, and are probably helping De Wet
to be hemmed in between the railway lineland the Orange River., If
only the river would come down in flood for a week or so, we might
get him this time, Kitchener seems pleased with the operations I
hear, and I suppose we have played our little part, though at the
time it seemed as though we were engaged in fruitless marching and
counter-marching, We certainly caused Brand and Hertzog's

Commandos to trek from Strydenburg ﬁo the other side of the railway

line in one march,

MARCH lst., It rained very heavily from 4 till 5 p.m. yesterday,
80 We didn't march. The rain came along the floor of my tent, but
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I was on a bed and my kit on tsble and chair, so it didn't matter.
The floor was awfully soft after it, but a few sacks thrown down
made that all right., We marched at 5-30 through Hills and the
road at first was very bad., We passed a nice farm and I got
butter, a cabbage, onlons, beets and some ripping grapes, about

4 1lbs., for sixpence. We got to Phillipstown at 11 o'clock and
were halting ti1l1l 3 p.m., so I had a tent pitched and had a
ripping lunch, to which I asked Wynne of the 9th and Montgomery
of the R.A., an awfully nice chap, We all had a great tuck-in.
We didn't reach our blvouac for the night till 8-30 and we have
done about 30 miles, We heard that De Wet had crossed with a few
men, but they must have swum the river., A Boer from his lot came
in end surrendered to-day. He said that they had nothing to eat
but Billtong, and that their hmfsas were done. It must be a great
blow to De Wet to lose every wagen, cart and gun which he brought
over, and all his reserve ammunition, and to have to get back by
swimming, I bet he never tries the same game again, We don't

march till 7 e,m, to-morrow, so I shall get a long night's sleep,

MARCH 2nd. ' Marched at 7 o'clock and went on till 1-30 p.m,

Very hot end trying day. Then we halted till 4-30 and came to
within 4 miles of Colesburg, It was funny to see Colenkop, and
MeGracked Hill, and Suffolk Hill once more. To-morrow we march
to Colesburg Junction and entrain for some place on the line,
north, So we shall soon be back in the Free State once nore,

I shall go and look up Wilson, the parson who lived with us last
year, He is the Rector of Coleaburg.
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MARCH Sth, We didn't move last night, but the whole of the
supply column was entrained., This morning I went into Colesburg
and saw the Wilsons. He got me two loaves of beautiful bread

and some note paper and envelopes, and rode out to camp with me,

e entrained this afterncon and all are ready to start, but shan't

get away probably till midnight. While waiting in the station I
saw about 30 Free State priscners who were captured the other day
by the Australians near the Orange River, They formed rart of

De Wet's rear-guard, Among them were two fellows who had held me

up that time when I was bringing the Bodyguard wounded to

Heilbron. We had a long talk and they seem quite satisfied that

they had been captured, One of them had written e a pass seying-

o save me from belng stopped after I had left them, They complain-

ed Treatly about the Australians having taken all their money from

them, but they forgot that they have always done that to our

fellows., Among them were 6 armed kaffirs. They said that they

didn't get a single recruit in the Colony. MNost of these were of

the Hellbron Commando, I got one letter by the mail to-day but not

yours. Some.more have come In since so yours may be amongst them,

I have my bedstead put up in an ambulance, and my Cape cart and the

water-cart sre on the same truck, I have lots of roam to move

about in the trutk and shall be very camfortable. We have to go

up to E;r1n¢fontein, and then on to Bethulle, and from there to

Burghersdorp, and then up to Aliwal. ;

MARCH 6th, We were shunted on to the line which runs to Colesburg
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about © o'clock and remained there till 5 o'clock this morning,

It took us till 12 noon to get to Naeuwpoort, and here we have been
all day. I have managed to water snd feed the animals, and so they
are not suffering very much. There seems to be g tremendous block
on the line. The track is a single one and trains must wait at
sidings to pass. I don't know when we shall reach our journey's

end at the rate we are travelling at present..

MARCH 7th. It was bitterly cold last night and a strong wind
blowing. Fortunately we don't travel at night, or the cold would
be awful, We got away at 6 a.m. and have been travelling all day
and have just got to Stormburg, At Steyhabu?g I got food for a lot
of mules who were travelling with an offlcer, I had previously

* stopped at Thebus and had them all watered, and lent some of my own
food for them, The poor devils had had no water for two days, and
their shrieks when we passed water on the slde of the line were
pitiful. However I filled them up with food and watered them all
8gain about 6 o'clock just before we got into Stormburg, The
country has been pretty all day - nice grass veldt and lots of
water. The thange in the temperature as soon as the sun goes down
is most marked, All the bridges are guarded alpng this line as
well, There is not the same congestion along this as along the
main line, and we pet along faster, 'I passed one place where over

[

two miles of the 1line had been washed away about a month ago by the

rain, I never thought it would take us three days in the train to

come this journey.
We rot to Stormburg about 7-30 Pelle It was most
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frightfully cold and a strong wind blowing. The garrison was in
a state of alarm and I was told that they expected to hear that
my traln had been wrecked by the Boers. There are about 400
prowling about near that place and the line was being threatened,
Wle met a large patrol of Tamies close to the line about ¢ miles
out, I was expecting a nice dinner at Stormburg, but the Refresh-
ment room was shut and eéveryone gone away, However, we soon had
8 fire and I made a very good meal of coffee and bully. Then we
were told that we were going on. My wagon would have had the tail
facing the snéineh s0 I had it taken out and turned round the other
way. We didn't get farther than Albert Junction during the night,
and when I got up I found that 4 trucks of my mules had been
detached and left behind somewhere, I expect our train was too
long for the sidings., I left sﬁme boys and my groom behind to
come along with the train as soon 88 it comes up and to water them
if necessary, :

We got to Aliwal North about 11 o'clock, but it was
1 o'clock before we got detrained and away from the station. Our
mules had afrived before us, We crossed the river and encamped
on the other side, so we are once again in the Free State. I am
on the top of a hill and have & grand view, Alﬁwal is a very
pretty and thriving 1ittle town. Tt is almost hidden by trees,
I believe there are some good stores there so I shall be able to
get a few things, 1 g0t six new mules and left five who were
BOFD out. T don't faney we shall get away for a day or two, We
shall have a bad time if we get heavy rain here, for we are on a
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very steep slope. We have not heard any more news about Kitchener

and Botha, but everyone seems rather hopeful that we are near the

end of this beastly war.

MARCH 8th, No news yet of a shift, but we may go at any time. Ve
nad a few heavy showers this morning and also last night, but not
enough to wash the cemp away. I am sending my mail away to-day;
on account of the congestion of the 1ine it 1is better not to chance
sending on the last day.

i I went into the town this morning, posted my letters and
bought some stores. I got them at a place which is run by Indians.
They had a good supply, but things are very dear; 3/- for a bottle
of Chutney which we bought in Bombay for 12 Annas, and sc on. Then
I had my hair cut, and wired for money to pay my natives, I had
Junch with Thompson at the Balmoral Hotel, and later on in the
afternoon went to the local stationary hospital, and then to the
swimming bath. There are large sulphur springs here, quite hot.
The water runs through the bath and then along the sides of the
strects intchanncls made for the purpose. I suppose that is why
trees do so well here, you can hardly see the town for trees., The
whole place has & very prosperous &ppearance.: We had a mmber of
heavy showers to-day, and there is lots of rain hanging about. Ve

may march to-morrow, but not early.

MARCH 9th, More rein to-day. The troops are frightfully un-
comfortable, and the worst of it is that the heaviest rain falls
at night, and the slope we are on is so steep that the water rushes
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over any trench unless it 1is dug very deeply. We had a frightful
shower about 7 o'clock this evening and the wind drove it right
through the outer fly of my tent, Fortunately I have a double fly
tent and in that respect am more comfortable even than the General,
The drilving rain is stopped by the imner curtein and just trickles
on to the floor., The G.0.C. has sanctioned tents at the rate of
onie for every 18 men and one for 3 officers. Just fancy whnf the
atmosphere in a bell tent must be like - if 18 men get inside and
take thelr boots off. Of course no-one would get into it unless
it was pouring, and a certain proportion will find shelter under
carts etc, Poor fellows, they cheer like blazes when the rain
stops, as 1f it were great fun. We march at 9 a.,m, to-morrow,
Fortunately it is not cold at present, or the results to men and

animals would be awful.

MARCH 1Cth, We left at 9 o'clock and began our march up the Free
State, Of Hamilton's force, our column is on the left. Munro in
the centre and lMexwell on the right. On our left are several other
columns, Our orders are to take every male between 15 and 65 and
take all sfock or horses, or shoot what we can't take along. Leave
enough food to take the women to the nearest town, and take, or
destroy, the remainder., We are to do 10 miles a day, and clear
the country for 5 miles on either side of the road. We have done
14 miles to-day because there was not much to clear, but we have
managed to collect about S0 head of cattle and 8 or 10 good horaes
already., We have come over some awful hills and bad dongas, and
it has been very heavy going. There is heaps of beautiful gresing
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thanks to the abundant rains, and so our horses ought to do well,
The bulk of my six new drivers have never seen a mule
before and can't drive or harness them, so I expect liveiy times
for a few days., A mall ceme in just as we left, but I got no
letters, nor did some other units with us, I got a parcel which
left Brighton on the 7th February and contained a letter of yours
datéd Dec., l4th which had been returned from S,Africa. It shows
how much trouble the Postal people take to find out one's where-
abouts, I dare say some more of my letters have Deen returned
by this time, I expect we shall be in the neighbourhcod of
Bloemfontein about this time next month and I imagine that our
clearing will be done in the seme fashlon that the previous ones
havg been. It's quite impossible to search 10 miles a day and
clear the country satisfactorily at the same time, We passed a
beautiful orchard of peaches and aprlcots thls afterncon, and I
filled a nosebag which I always carry on my saddle in case any-
thing turns up. I never saw such quantities of frult on such
little trees before, - and it was juast ripe, I expect the troops
will have the tumy-ache to-morrow, It is nice to have only our
own column to trek with once more - no crowding or crushing - and
the country is not stripped of eggs and chickens before one can
get up. We are not marching till 7-45 a,m, to-morrow. That is

quite a reasonable time to march.

MARCH 1lth, We didn't leave camp till about 10-30 a,m, There

Were a couple of very steep and rocky hills about two miles back
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and the supply wagons all stuck there and didn't get in till this
morning, I was ready to start at 7-45 and just as we had got
the mules in I heard that we were not to move i1l 9 o'clock.
This was very annoying. At 9 o'clock I was ready agaln, and the
order came to wait for the supply wagons, All this caused a lot
of unnecessary work and trouble. We saw a good many farms to-day
gnd sent back to Aliwal about 2000 sheep and 50 cattle, Thé
destruction of food-stuffs has been very badly carried out, 1
saw sacks of wheat just carried outside and the contents scattered
thickly over a small area so that it could qulte easily be
collected again, At another place a fire was 1it and a rumber of
sacks of wheat put on, This is easily put out after we had gone

by. This sort of clearance 1s all rot, The women are supposed

té be deprived of all food, so that they will be compelled to go

into the nearest tewn, but from the way I saw the stuff disposed
‘of, they will have no need to do any such thing., It is perfectly
maddening to see the slipshod way some officers carry out their

orders, and meanvhile the war goes on, and can go on.

We have collected over 5,000 sheep, and a large rumber

of cattle to-day. Most of the houses were deserted this morning,

The Boers left just before we advanced, At one farm they had

buried a nmumber of tin boxes containing the usual photo frames and

odds and ends which they value, in the large heaps of cow dung

ashes which accunmilates outside every farm-house (Dutch) in the

course of years, All these were easily found and their eontents

scattered - glgeo g five-gallon cask of brandy. In the garden were
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2 casks of wine and any quantity of grapes and fruit., The troops
did well., I got a chicken and a little pig. I saw a copy of
Kitchener's instructions and they are very stringent about clear-
ing the country. Still we are going the wrong way about it. We
can't march 10 to 14 miles a day and clear the country properly
as well; but we might do it better than we did to-day. We heard

firing about 5-30 p.m, just as we got into camp; probably fram

Riclman's force,

MARCH 12th. It began to rain at 3 a.m, and was still at it when
we marched at 7-30. We had a nasty drift to cross almost
immediately and the supply wagons stuck. We went on about two
miles and then halted for them to come up, It rained almost the
whole time and was most uncomfortable. I sat in my Cape cart and
w;a better off than most people., While here I heard five pom-pom
shells let off and saw them burst about 200 yards on my right, I
made sure that we were being shelled at close range by the enemy
80 jumped out and ordered the ambulances to the left and to open
out, On enquiry further I found that it was our own pom-pom which
had been fired into the ground to see whether it would work all
right, It jammed vyesterday when they wanted to fire at some Boers
wWho had a lot of cattle with them, but we got the cattle all right,.
We have come over the worst road I have ever seen to-day, and I
never saw anything like the mud. We have collected cattle and
sheep of the value of about £15,000 already, and about 200 horses,
most of them beautiful animals. About 3 miles from where we are
to-night my buck wagen broke down; the wagon slid down an inecline
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gideways and dropped on to some rocks., The shock doubled up the
wheel completely. Exactly the same thing happened to another wagon
almost immediately afterwards. It didn't arrive until about three
nours after we got in and I had to send another spare wheel back for
it, I wish the rain would clearlaff, we should be having a nice
confortable trek only for it. We got a turkey and six or seven
ﬁhickans to-day., I lent a tent for the Boer prisoners to-night; we
have 11 up to date, Many of the farms we come to have been deserted
by the women who have gone with the Boers. I don't think that any
troops have been on this road before, judging by the mmber of fence

posts which one sees standing.

MARCH 13th. We marched at 7-45 p.m, and only expected to do about

8 miles, but it has lengthened into 18, We had to wind about so
often, so as to get across bad ground, and once we had to get over

a steep hill, The country 1s very pretty about here and to-day I
have seen some really splendid farms, The first one we came to was
deserted only this morning, and most of the furniture and all the
stock taken. . I was early on the scene and saw a lot of fowls feeding
in a granary. I closed the door and bagged the lot, about 12, There
was 3o nuch grain here that the house was set on fire, Iater on in
the afternoon one of the flanking patrols came to a dwelling house
which was packed from ceiling to floor with wheat, and a large out-
house also, The offlcer tried for a couple of hours to throw it into
& dam, but finally had to burn the lot., This place, which 1is In wvery
difficult country, was evidently a store-house of the Boers, With
boiled wheat and cattle they could go on for ever. The mumber of

451,




sheep which we have now is enormous, and the beautiful herds of
cattle we come across is surprising, We got into camp about 5 o'ec.
and found fresh supplies waiting for us. Just before the mid-day
halt we came to a fine fat farm and got any amount of oat straw,
flour, Boer meal and 3 or 4 Cape carts with some new sets of
herness. We are all living as Tommy says "slap up", even the horses

and mules are getting their tummies full and have not to work very

hard for it,

MARCH l4th, We marched at 6-30 a,m, and sbout 2 hours afterwards

we had to cross a neck between two hills, The road was repaired,
but it was a frightful pull for the animals. The pom-pom ammni-
tion cart just reached the top when one of its mules fell dead.

Poor devil, he literally killed himself, We have come over 20 miles

mr j

to-day and the clearing of the country has been a farce., We
changed direction so often that the flankers couldn't possibly keep
in touch with the main body, and any amount of sheep and cattle
must have been left., We started from Aliwal and did pretiy well

uwp till to-day, but after to-day's work all our previous labour
Will go for nothing so far as rendering the country impassable for
Commandos. I suppose it is Lyttleton's fault, for he is running
8ll these columns I believe, He issues orders that such a column
1s to be at such a place on such a day. We get there, but the
Primary object of our trek is lost., I bet Kitchener would be wild
if he knew how the show was beiﬁg run, These bosses look at a map
8nd calculate the distance between two places as the crow flies.
They have no idea what the country ls like and quite forget thab we
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often have to go miles out of our way to get past a hill or over a
river. Then again, we tell the people that they must go into
Aliwal, and they say they will, but we trek on and never know
whether they do or not. We never bring on an empty wapgon or two

to load up mealies and bran from those farms which are actually

in our road, and give the animals the benefit of a few extra pounds
of corn., Oh no! That would be much too sensible a thing to do.

It i3 scattered over the veldt instead,.

MARCH 15th. Ve marched at 6 o'clock and soon got on to a good

road and we went at a great pace towards Wepener., At the first

farm I got about 3 lbs. of splendid butter and the supply column

‘actually loaded up several sacks of mealies, A little farther on

we captured £ bullock wagons and teams. The owner had been running
loads of grain from the Ladybrand district down South and storing
it in farm-houses in the Rouxville district, We took them along
and used them for removing mealies, The cattle and horses arrived
in camp last night, but the sheep hadn't turned up when we left.

I daresay they cams along'all right, for I don't suppose we left a
8ingle Boer behind us at any rate. The Golonel of the iﬁth told me
that he was searching a farmhouse a couple of days ago, and the
Woman confessed to having 8 bags of mealies only., Further search
disclosed 40 sacks of oats and about 100 sacks of wheat, She
didn't mind this being taken away and destroyed, but began to howl
when her cattle were driven off; clearly showing that the grain
didn't belong to her at all., About two miles from Wepener we heuard

from a lady who waa comlng from that place, and whose Cape cart
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was broken down, that the Boers were going to hold a bridge over
the Caledon River, The guns and Cavalry puﬁhad ahead, but . the
Boers didn't stand, or damage the bridge, which is a very fine one,
The river is in flood and all the drifts are impassable, Near the
Bridge were several ox-wagons and families of Boers, including some
very fine young women dressed very nlcely. All the men were taken
away and the girls scowled like blazes when one tried to speak to
them, They had fled in front of us right from the district close
to Houxviila, and some from Zastron, with the Boers, Now they have
to go all the way back again and to Aliwal North, Bruce Hamilton
arrived in Wepener shortly after we did, White pushed on about 6
miles after the Boers. We crossed the river and went into bivouac.
On the other side was a large mill and thousands of sacks of wheat,
I hope it will all be taken across the border into Basubtoland along
with the cattle and sheep and not thrown into the river, The
horses are being driven along with us, and I suppose will be sent
to Bloemfontein. Its rather a pity that all the young animals
were not picked out and gent across the border; it is only 4 miles
from Wepener, I had my tent pitched and had a tub, when suddenly
the order came: "march in half an hour". It was sickening, and
Juﬂk as we started a heavy shower of réin fell, On our way we met
four more families of Boers who had fled from Zastron in front of
Bunro's column, but only to fall into our hands. We went about 6
miles along the road to De Wetsdorp and found White and the rest of
the troops. We don't march ti11 8 o'clock to-morrow,
MARCH 16th, We only marched about 3 miles towards Dewetsdorp this
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morning., Then a camp was formed and the baggage etc., left there.

I went with the bulk of the mounted troops on a reconnaissance 6
miles on the Dewetsdorp Road, but didn't see any Boera. We then
came back and have had a quist day in camp. There is a convoy

going into Bloemfontein to-morrow with 50 Boer prisoners, and so I
am going to get a mail off. I believe we shall not move camp to=-
morrow elther. Nearly the whole of these prisoners are men who have
remained on their farms since they took the Qath last May, and now

we have come along and rulned them,

MARCH 17th., At 8 o'clock the prisoners and some refugees were sent

into Dewetsdorp and I sent off my letters. At 10 o'clock I had to

+gend an ambulance in with sick., A lot of Lancers went out to clear

the country within 5 miles and to bring the women and children in
and send them Iinto Dewetsdorp under escort. At noon we gob orders
to march N,E. At 2 p.m. nearly the whole of our force was out and
one of my wagons, Just as we were stértin@ off a lot of women and
children came in and they were simply told to go into the town.

They will please themselves whether they do or not. Now I hear that
We are not golng to collect stock but hunt Boers and that we are to
be at a point on the Ladybrand-Thabanchu line on the day after to-
morrow. The Boers will rimp through the line as on former cccasions.
Yesterday we sent a squadron of 16th Lancers 30 miles to blow up a
mill, They got there and found it had already been done, Result:
60 miles in one day of unnecessﬁry work and most of the horses done

for, This 1s only another instance of how the show 1s run. I
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gonder what would be thought of a doctor who changed his prescrip-
tlon every day ? and this is exactly what has been going on ever
since the war started, Why can't our Generals consider the best
plan of campaign, and then stick to it 2 We had a tremendous

thunderstorm last night and 1t has been very showery all day.

MARCH 18th. We marched at 6 o'clock. The nights are getting much
colder and one doesn't like turning out at 5 a,m, To=-day we have
gome through a part of the district which is mainly inhabited by
gaffirs or rather Basutos and one only saw one or two Dutch farms,
There were very few cattle and most of the Basutos have gone across
the Border into Basutoland, and the remainder are being sent there.
We destroyed hundreds of bags of yheat and gave chits to the niggers
for wnat we took from them. We also burnt many stacks of wheat
which is still in the fields unthreshed and which of course ought
to have been done last December, when we came up this way, We are
marching a little to the east of the line which I then came, and
probably over the ground which Barker's column went. There is
beautiful grazing and lots of water. I got six ducks and a

chicken to-day, We also managed to get enough oats and mealies

and chaff for the column. For the last 24 houré only 4 lba. of
mealies per mule was issued and we had nothing in the supply wagon
this morning, We are verily living on the country at present.

It's a pity we can't feed the anlmals on wheat; but so long as we
get a 2 hours' halt in the middle of the day the animals won't

starve,

466,




EARCH 19th, We marched at 7-30 a.,m, and only went 5 or 6 miles,
We soon came In sight of some of the fortified posts which stretch
from Thabanchu to Ladybrand, Among them, and which we passed close
to, was a fort, nicely bullt and loopholed, on the top of a high
kopje. So far as one could see, there was nothing between it and
some tents about 2 or 3 miles away. They may of course put pickets
in between at night, but I wouldn't mind chancing a ride between
them in broad daylight at a gallop. The odds are that one would

escape. We went into bivouac about 11 o'clock and sent our supply

wagons back at 1 o'clock 5 miles to a depot, to £ill up, We are

en one of the main roads to Ladybrand, and as I write, an ox convoy
of 96 wagons each drawn by 18 oxen are moving in that direction,
laden with supplies for the columns which are on our right. They
are all lettered A.S.C. and the numbers on some run over 8,500, At
the beginning of the war all our ox transport was supplied by
Julius Weil, the great Contractor, and I think we had to pay about
80/~ or £2 a day for the hire of one wagon and team, I fancy that
this extravagant system has now been glven up, and that we have
collected all these wagons and teams by different columns in various
parts of the country, Oxen are splendid workers and the trek chain
13 always tight enough to walk along, this showing that all the
animals are pulling, but I Imagine it 1s all done by fear of the
frightful long whip which never fails to pick out a lazy animal,

I don't know whether we shall get any mails when our wagons come
back, but it will be very bad management if we don't, The actual
date of nﬁr arriving on this line, has been known for some time in
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Bloemfontein to the supply ecolumn, hence the food convoys and the
postal people ought to be aware of 1t also. We shall at any rate
get a mail off and 1t ought to catch up that which I sent from

Wepener.

Fourle and 20 men were supposed to have slept just shead

of us last night, I expect they have doubled back, or else got

through the "impregnable" line once more. I hear that 300 have
broken back and gone towards Rouxville. They won't find that our

"elearance™ of the country will inconvenience them very much,

MARCH Z20th, We didn't move till 1 p.m, and then started in a down-

pour of rain which flooded the country. I examined five of the
Yeomanry for commlisslons. We didn't get our mail though one for
the Maxwell's column which is on our right went by in a postal
wagon this morning. I think they really might try and manage
things a little better for us. I saw Hickman's column just leav-
ing their camp as we came near it, so I rode after 1t and saw Tate

once more.

MARCH 21st. Marched to Springhann's Nek. This is the place where

we should have bagged De Wet about the middle of November last.
The country round this is very fertile and we found Ilmmense crops
of mealies growing, The Brigade was turned out to cut down the
ecrops, the men using thelr bayonets Gﬁ the soft mealie stalks,
They cut down a few fields and then it became obwious to our C,0.
that it was an impossible tﬁsk and so it was glven up. It was a
similar fask to trying to keep the sea back with a long broom.
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MARCH 22nd. Halt.

MARCH 23rd, Marched to Reitfontein, From this place some of the

Yeomanry made a night march and bagged a few Boers at a farm-house
where they were having a little dance, They shot one through the
chest and he is now under my tender care in the hospital, He is

badly wounded through both lungs but T think he will 1live,

MARCH 24th, Marched to Daaspoort. On the way we found a house

which contained a great deal of grain In bags, It was very neatly
concealed in a room which had been partitioned off from another big
bullding., A wall right up to the ceiling. There was also a good
deal of clothing which had been looted from some stores close by.
This was collared by our men and the grain was thrown into a dam,
This is part of the grain which was stacked in the ear in the flelds
when we came this way 1n November last and which could have been all

destroyed by the expenditure of a box of matches,

EEEQH 25th, Halt.
MARCH 26th, Halt,

MARCH 27th. Marched to Dewetsdorp and found an énormous convoy of
wWomen and children waiting to be taken into the 1line to be sent into

the refugee camps, I went over the position which was taken by

De Wet ang Co. in November,

MARCH 28th. Marched to Eulsburg, I picked up an enormous sail-
eloth which T gave to the chap in charge of the pom-poms to make a
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shelter for his men, It was far too heavy for me to drag about the

country even if I had wanted to keap 1t,

MARCH 29th, March to Coetzee Fost. To-day Rimington's Scouts

had a running fight for several miles with a large mmber of Boers

but they got away.

MARCH 30th, Marched to Klein Marsfontein on the way to Spring-

fontein, We are driving an enormous crowd of mares and foals in
front of us, It is marvellous where the animals come from consider-
ing that they have been collected by various columns who have passed
over this ground before us, I hear that they are going to be driven
into the Cape Colony and kept- on farms there,

We are going to work backwards a little nearer the line
than the way we came, clearing the country, and pull up near
Wepener at the same place where we were. a few days ago. 300 Boers
have broken back and we may be hoping to catch scme of them, Then
I hear that each column is to have a district and move sbout in it,
and if De Wet manages to raise another large foree, all the columns
wlll move and try to surround him, with the usual result. Since
Writing this news has come in that De Wet and Steyn have had a big
row, The latter wants to chuck 1t, and the former is angry because
when he wanted to, and could have got terms, Steyn wouldn't give
way. De Viet says he is going to try and get into Portupguese terri-
tory, and failing that, will hide among the mountains in the east
of this district. 1f this 1s all true it looks hopeful.
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MARCH 31st. We marched at 6-30 a,m, and got to Springfontein

about 6 p.m, I got rid of my sick ana wounded and went on to

the Post 0ffice to see if the malls had arrived., I found about 12
sacks and brought them up in the ambulance. You can imagine my
feelings when I found that they were all for the Yeomanry, None
for the 16th Lancers op anyone else, Its perfectly disgraceful the
way that our mails are managed, We could have helio'd to
Bloemfonteln via Thabanchu when we were at Dewetsdorp and hag the

mails all waiting here for us on arrival, Its enough to make one

mut inous,

APRIL 1st, We did not march to-day, so there was a chance of

getting our mails, but up till & P.m, nothing has come, Lyttelton
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came by train this morning to see Hamilton, so we mey possibly move

to-morrow and then goodbye to our mails for an indefinite time,

-

APRIL end, e left Springfontein st 7 a.m, and marched to Prior
Siding, This is the station which we marched to from Bethulie on
Mareh 10th and here we are again, We halted for g couple of hours |
and then moved on towards the river ana keeping parallel to the

line reached Dreikul Siding a few miles from Donkerpoort, Here I

got the latest mail ang three parcels, I am now missing March lst,
and three weeks papers, Ve passed a train loaa of Boer and Kaffir
women and children as we were leaving Springfontein, They had been
sent down the line without proper nofice In open trueks ang they

spent the night in the rain, This will take some of the fire out

of them and r'epay them for the hardships they exXposed our women to
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at the beginning of the war, Maturin's son is serving with the 2
guns which have just jolned our column, It is the battery which
lost its Major (Hanwell) on the night march which we did to
Ventersburg last year, under Bruce Hamilton. He was at Singapore
before the war, and was sick a day or two ago with malaris, He i=
a very good chap., Ve are going to remain here until the Boers
cross the river and then try to catch them before they get out of
the frightful country which 1s all along the banks of the river,.
This morning there was IG% feet of water in the river at Norval's
Point, and so they will have to swim for it. Kruiltzinger and
Scheepers with 600 Boers are between Bethulie and Norval's Pont,
and trying to get over the river, If we can keep our present

position from them, and they do swim over, we ought to get them,

B

ialf the Lancers and Yeomanry are going out to patrol every day
and the rest will remain here, If any are seen, all other columns
wlll try and close in on them. The scheme 1s very pretty and may
work, especlally as I hear that there are 8 commandces behind him
in the colony. The Yeomanry will watch the drifts on the other
side of the line for a distance equal to that watched by the

Lancers. I shall stay at the line and send on sick ete, to

hospitals,

APRIL Srd., There was a good deal of gun firing on our left this
morning, but we can't hear who it was., The 16th came back without
seeing any Boers, I hear that the Welsh Yeomanry fired volleys at
one of Nesbitt's scouts who was scouting on their right: Utter

1 I P
lunacy! To bag one probable Boer they gave ample warning that a
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force of ours was walting for them, and the natural result would

be to stop them from crossing if they were inclined to,

APRIL 3rd. A splendld lot of wild horses were driven in thi
evening by our natives, I never saw a finer lot, There seems to
be no end to the horses in this countrv. One could certainly have
thought that there would not be a single horse left elose to the
river, at any rate, but our men took at least 30 very fine ones,
and they were probably waiting for the Boers when they crossed.
The Irish Yeomanry leave us to-morrow for Kroonstad, There are
some very nice fellows among them, One chap named Maude was an

especial pal and has done grand work all through the war,

APRIL 4th, Another halt in camp. No firing heard to-day, The
16th got another draft from Springfontein, they are getting very
strong in numbers now,

I have fever so am going into Springfontein hospital.

From this place I went to No, 8 General Hospitsal at
Bloemfonteln and took over charge of the Medical Division. I
remained here until July lst. when I was seconded for service
with thé S+4.C, and went to the Dynamite Factory at Modderfontein

and took over charge of the hosplital there.

S
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