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The Church of St. Cosmas and St. Damian in the Forest of Blean.

¥

Referred to in Domesday Book in 1086.
The first vicar was appointed in 1243 non-resident.

The living was in the gift of Canterbury and first resident vicar was appointed
in 137b.

At Challock in Kent is another church dedieated to 5.3. Cosmas and Damian. The
only ancient part of the church remsining is the old oak altar rail dated 1691,

Up to the end of 1490 the church was in the gift of a hoapital in Canterbury.
liodern window with figures of Saints 1877.
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COSMAS AND DAMIAN.

55. Cosmas and Damian are regardsd throughout Europs and in many

Catholic countries =s the patron saints of medicine and pharmacy.

Tradition states they were brothers and lived in the fourth century in
Egea in Cilicla, where they ministersd to the poor and the aink with
greaat self-gaerifice.

Daring the Diocletizn persscution of Christians they were arrested

drowning. It is stated that they were brought
severed

ths shore. Thay

down upon their

fastened to a oroas

it the stones and
Arrows i 3zld to have beean rom them and to have struck those
from whose hands they had coma. Iventually thoy 1fferad death by de—
capltation and thelr aould took flight hesvenward. Their bodles were
taken to Cyrus in Syria where they were lald in 2 tomb which became a

shrine whare miracles of healing wers performad.

In tha aixth century the Emperor Justinian, who believed he had
been curad of a serious illness through their intercession, fortified
and restorsd the anclent Syrian eity, and also bullt & church which he
dedlcated to the Saints In Constantinople. Pope Felix at a latar date
removed the relies to Fome, where they still remain in the preasent clhmrch
consecrated to thelr namss.

In most parts of Europe the 27th September is regarded as the day of




celebration for S8. Cosmas and Damian.
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