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Iusitanis day in Oberdruf.

he had checked the spread of the disease and

On the Bth May 1915 it was rumoured in the ocamp that the 0lymplo had been

punk by = German submarine, German soldiers shouted at me more

than they had

been in the habit of doing, that doy. They were very ouch slated at the nes

of the greatest victory of frightfulmess. GShouts of O0lympic kaput, Olympis

torpediert, Olympie gesunken were what I heard most, and I was cslled a

sochweinhund by a great many hoarse men that day.

All the flage were flown that afternoon, this was the usual sign of a

Garman viotery, but later ih the evening, when the band began to play it was

evident that they considered that this ocutrage was far more important than any

ardinary viotory.

The officers of tha garrison kept up thelr rejoloings late into the night,

they kapt up thair singing until sbout 2 a.m. on Sundsy morning 9th May 15 by

that tims most of them were so drumk that thelr rejoleings ceased antomatioally.

On the follewing day it beoame lnown that the Lusitania had been the viotim,

not the Olymple and it was immediately said that the torpedoing was justified am

the lusitanis was armed and loaded up with amemand tion.

The food of the prisonsers at Obardruf.

The men received thres so ocalled mesls every day, but of the 21 whioch were

issued each weak 12 were absolutely unfil for consumption, this leaft only 9

which were eatable, or more correctly drinkable, so the only solid food they

had was the "E" bread, and whatever this bread may have lecked,

golidity.

The cooking was done by prisoners,; who were alwaye elther
the Britisgh wers not to be trusted in the cook-houses. Thess
very smelly places, especially when soup wes being made out of

rotten fish in themy thay were at one side of the ocamp and the

it did not lack

French or Balgian,
cook=houses ware
rotten or half

latrines were at

the other so the smell in the camp depended on the direction of the prevailing

wind. Hany prisonsrs preferred the stench of the latrines to

houseas; it waa the leas objectionable.

that of the cook-=

I have often seen the men's dinners at Oberdruf they always consisted of

Ho man could have lived for long on his rations.

On the next page ie a copy of o diet table which was originally made for

a prisonsr at Obardruf.

sanl®
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Table of Prisonsrs at Obsxdruf,.

he only solid food was war bread 200 grms per dism.

Tuaaday

fednasday Thuraday

Pridsy

Cof'fea

»
Fish
ST
Cabbage
L]
Soup

and

&*
Cheena

#*

Straw Soup

"
Rloe and
Chestnut

Soup

BREAEFAST

Taa

DIHNER

Horsa beanas
and portion
of pork ,

TEA
=
Raw

Coffee

* Sausage
and

potatoas

and
ground
cheatmat
Soup

Ground
Chemtnut
Soup

herring
and
potatoas

Rice Straw soup

ar
potatoas

0f the above meals two of the breakfastawera unfi} for consumption, namely
¥
those of Tuesday and Wednesday.

The dinnera were unfit for use on Hondayas, Tuesdaye, Wadneasdays,; Fridays and

Saturdnys.

The suppers were unfit on Sunday, Tuesday, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

®* » Unfit for consumption.

From the foregeing table, it w gean that the prisoners astually
oL &

recelved only five breakfasts, two din fit

be eaten, per week, only nine meals in all, and these nins were far from
apetising, they had to be forced down by the hungry men, and they never
succeaded in appeasing thedr hunger aven at thoss meals, though as ons of th

men sald to mey; "there 1 always enough for a second helping, exoept at dinner

on Sundaye and we do not have enough then to go round®.

The men ocould not have lived without food from home, at first our

prisoners did not receive parcels regularly, and until they did seo they ware

helpad by their French frisnds,; who very early in the war got food parcels from

rigonara at Oberdruf were fod by

Fransge. In these days moat of the




fraquently

thosa evil days.

time, milk, margarine, sugar

gometimes men bouwsht bad saussse (Blut wurst) th nd I s am At the

Madioal inapection room next morning for treatm fe I fs +f bhad meat.

they made
and 1+ was possible
pthera fried
ohipped potatoessn, they w L potatoes in the ocanteen 5 for 10 pfg,
but there wers others wayn getting potatoes besides this, others made swests,
and sheoolate, and o : nka wers made there. FPrisoners
usad to enjoy themselves

2l m

It has bean ata isoners
food (Vide R.AM.C ) end th
not doing hard work, but there is a som

galories, and tha

There are a great many caleries in a lump of coanl, yet no man ean avail

himsalf of them, mich the same in the casa of the prisoners food in Germany.

It appearsad to me that ) the prisonars was the same in the three

pamps that I had seen (Altengrabow, Gottingen and Oberdruf) and I am fairly
gertain that whan any pr ey in Gearmany hes goup made of bad fish, or saner

leraut, that all the other pris i gat similar soup at the same tima.

In the same way the brutality is stand: d for the ocamps, the punishmenta
are the seme in all of them, and blows with the butts of rifles, and prods with
the bayonet coour in all

The epidemics which ccourred varied in the different ocampsj typhus fever

wa bheon moat Trenua f h d that it was everywhere. At Munster
thera was an epidemic of cersbrospinal meningitis, at Gottingen there wna cholera,
and soarlat 1‘n-|.|-p1-, at Altencsrabow thore was "j.'.'..—-hni-:".. As serious patiants were
movad from ocamp to on Y | ib yr man to have been axposed to all
tha above infeotions. Th nly i was common to all the ocampe was
tubsreulonis, and this threatened to booom ha greatest cause of death smongat
ths prisoners. German orgenization standardizes everything for priscners except

eplidemica.




A Surgioal Operation.

g ordersd to give ohloroform Huselan prisoner at Gottingen; for

oy, :
Ir Reingrubber.

undertaken Tor drainage ' an absoess in the ocalf musoles,

inoision 18 lowar ti 1 of i i the
altogether about & foot in length,
ficient, and 1t was quite unnecessary for

Pt " : s U B
ertended up ©o toe leavel ol the ENSS J01inNT.

roughly during the operation, and

the only abacess wos &l lower end of the incision, he despensd the

o

ghot through the thigh and this wound was

no apparent track from the wound to the absoess; this

4

The result of the cparation wae permanent mutlilation and orippling of the
pationt. The knee became flexed conslderably by the contraction of the soar

the unesessary inoision.

Prigonars at Work.

the prisoners whe oould work had to do something £ hich thay received
At Altencsrabow the Russians ueed to be employed in cleaning up
Gorman bBerraoks, ar n hauling heavy weggons sbout the place.

French priscners were employed at the gas works

=

in the towns and a large mumber of Bussisne left this camp for the purpose of
patting j in g ptate of defance.

Fussian and B 18L prrlgonserg wars

L . ¥ . a1 a2 2a 2k an
ng HrEan "RCHS and 1in the Burroundling di strict g w8}
.

varions eropa in the distriot

all thias t
the British prisoners were specially
they were the oleaners of the foul latrines, and
for this disgusting work, whioh %l
thé ajyas ol
monthE our
glally selssted for this work, but

hewers of wood, and drawers of water".

pttinren the priscners btullt thelr own huts

]

wire fance which ssparated them from freedom.
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up & hill +o the oamp, the guard saw tha

boxes which were oarried by the British were always better filled th
oarried by othar p i I On one ocoa
bad his load considerably lightensd booause

These at g whioch 1
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Ihe only prisoners who recelved pay at Oberdruf were some

men (Brancardiers) who were empleoyed in the hospitals.

Hate.

the people of England with ha

% e,

ten Qone 89 I JBELE Dol

o bl

would hardly have beon possible for such s hatred
hetred was common

paxes, Very small ¢ dren w teught to seyr "Gott strafe Englend” in the sochoola.

Eritish prisoners mll the way from France and Belglum, into
Garmany, and even thelr red or¢ss personnel at the rallway stations rafusad to
giva a drink of wate iirety British wounded.

yttle of Ypres s badly wounded Cansdian scldier who had

=

been taken prisoner there, maked s faw times for water n he was on the way

4 i g Ty ) ! e 1 - - |
to Germany; none was given o him, but when the train stoppec

§ nong Wa i b

highly cultursd Hun threw & bucket full of it over him.

British prisonsrs srrived
were woipped, and
from the reillwsy
word of command from the Cerman guard would have stopped
this word wes not glven, very often the

the prisoners.

"Gott strafe England" appesred to have bean written all over Germany 1n

191 4-1015., uring my moves from osmp +0 camp 1L saw 1t aov

people said it to esch other, and shouted it at us, a Germa . 8t Gottingen
told me that it ocould be heard mll along tha Gearman linea ave oy from Diexmude
to Kondigesborg. It was everywhere, I hawe sean it in the offices of fat podgy
Koomandonts who t wae hung up in the wall in the form of & sorell,
gtuok up in railwey carrisges in stamp form, and 1t was astamped on
mark war notes. At Gotha I saw a ploture of John Bull
frying by a very angry God and
all round the top of the plotura.
John Bull was being hanged in effigyy
pmsing and eilly,; Tt at the time it

hate the UGermans.




It was surprleing to find that even eduosted Oarmans, and Garmans who
had spant the best of their days in Bngland were all absolutely silly im
their hatred of us. We have no friends in Germany, all of them without
axoeption hate ue, they all hops that before the war is over England will be
imaded, and that Hindenburg will march to London. Nothing gives them more
pleasure than to hear that men, women and children have been killed over have
by their Zeppelin bombs.

The population of Cermany before the war was 70 millions =md at that
time they used to say "Guten Morgen" to eash other when they met in the mormings
at present this greeting is seldom heard, it has been succesded by the familiar
"Gott strafe Bngland".

Uarman Sport at Gottlngen.

During my internmant at Gottingen tha ground was fregquently coversd with
enow, for several days at a time, and at these snowy periods thers was great

distress smongst the birds, though they wers far bettar off than the prisoners

as they could fly and enjoy the freedom of the air. In those bars days no
birda ever came to the camp in quest of food 1t was evident that they lmew that
they would not find any thare, but some stupid tame pigeons from the town used
to oome daily to the prisoner's hoapital, where they searched hard for stray

erumbs.

One day a German soldisr oleared the smow from about = mquare yard or so
of the ground up near the disinfection house, and having done so he soattared
bread ermumbe about in the clear space, I was surprised to see him do this
espacially as he was one of the principals in the "nooh ein Englander kaput™
inoldent. Hera was evidensce of lkindneas and sympathy on the part of this vila
mRn s

One thought that perheps it im the custom of the sountry to feed the birds

in time of snow.

The clear space was soon ocoversd with plgecns who gorged themselves with
erumbs, and more hungry birds omme up from the town, then when the ground had
been baited again the Hun got a large board, and propped it up by means of a
Btick, so that it leant over the feeding ground, and having tied a string to
the props, he sat in a window near by, smokdng his Laudsturm pipe with the end
of the string in his handy he had not long to wait and ms soon ma & good mumber
of plgeons ware fesding, he pulled the string, then he ran out, and jumped on
the board and flattensd cut his birds.

He plucked them in the disinfection housa, anf sent them home to his wife,

it wae a cheap way of getting meat, and she wanted it.
On the same ground a Belgisn omught a plgeon without killing it, and he
did mot wring ite neclk, and eat it, though he was sorely tempted to do mo.
He tied a little notes to the bird's leg mnd let it go. It flew about

the hospital and the German barracks for some little time before it was seen by
the guard, and was reported to the Kosmandantur,

sssf14
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Then there were signs of urnusuel sotivity in csmp and barrecks, naturally

anough susplelon fell on some of the townspeopls,; but who oould have trisd to

Orders were issued for the capture of the offending bird, desd, or aliwve,
and soon the poor pigeon, and the note were blown to pleces by means of a

charge of heavy man stopping shot at olose range.

The loocal head of the eriminal investigation department was consulted,
and in & short time he put that little torn note together again, snd then he
found that it contalned only three little words in French "A bes Guillauma".

There was much Teutonio fury, on this discovery, but as usual 1t anded

in nothing.

=F

How & German Offigcer Mounted his Charger.

Une day at OUbergruf I saw a German groom leading a good looking horae
up and down outslide the officers' quarters. A Frenoh deotor and I contimued
to look at the noble mnimal in the hands of the hun. FPresently three German
officers appeared on the soesne, and one of them, a short thick man with a
bullet head, and ball ineck and wearing enormous spectacles procesded to mount,
but the horse was restive, and side stepped at the oritiocal moment, and the
officer dropped his speoctzcles.

Than his altered appearanose frightened the poor beast who would have none
of him, solemnly he was given a leg up and even so he missedjy finslly he got
up by means of a step ladder.

Das Englische Plferd.

The common Engligh cart bhorse has 2 bed time if he has the misfortuns to
fall into the hends of the Huns, as the following incident in the life of such
an unfortunate animal will show.

One evening at OUberdrufy I saw a horse pulling a very heavy load up the
hill towards the Russian hospital the horse was weak, and thin, the work was
hard and the hill was steep. Just as I got level with the weggon, the horse
stopped, bacause he ocould not gzo farther. The driver; a sleek German used his
whip viclously on the trembling animal, and he shouted o that I should hear
"Bnglische Pferd", but the horse did not understand the language, and the whip
could not make him move just them, as he had stueck in the hill.

Tha driver shouted angrily at the poor besst, and drew my attention to him,
I looked at the andmal and saw that he was of advanced age, but there ware no
marks of ite natlonality on it, there wore some mumbers on its hoofs, which

aonveyed nothing to me.

Az 1 wag passing on the driver raised a greasy looking eleth which wma

ees/15




and revealed mmerous ulcers which ware disoharging
b % " 3 = X e 1
fiarcely, shoutins all the time "BEnglische Pfard™ I |

o

my wounded friends who were

with that horsea.

"Fellow feeling makes us wondrous kKind".

mard attacked withomt
provocation & French 18 r from behin g Hicked % prisoner savagely,
and sant him forward : ¥ pac nearly | king him down. The French man
palled himeelf together at and  turn und o fase his enemy, and on
doing g0 he found the German's bayonet a nehes from his cheat. Spasking
perfect German,; the Fremch man said "You are s cowardj kKill me if you wish,

&

you oan do so safely as 1 2@ not armed"; or words to that affect.

The Cerman did not strike, he was surprised and he could not act. A

commotion coourred in the ocamp, the guard turned out, and the Hun was ran in

and puniszhed, if he had killed his man he would have had the iron + but he had

hagitated and lost.

The Cemetery at Ubesxdruf.

There was & little cemetery on the hill side, between the hospital and
the prisoners camp at Obardruf. It gconeliated of two little plots surrounded
by barbed wire fences, we often wondered what was the object of thoas fencea.
Did the Germans think that the desd might sscape or did they think that ths

peopla of the distriet would break in an i those gravea 7

=

Thie cemetery t ple 11} an APy one &8 there ware no tomb
gtones, or wooden orosses in i i there was nothing to indicate the names

8 5

f those wh d been buried therei probably a record of them is kept at

ndant's of floa.

'

The gravea wera paried by little mounds of earth of the customary sdize
and shape, and at each end of these mounds dwarf pines had been planted.

I senguired of some Frenoh prisoners as to who had been buried in thie
11%tla coemetary, and they told ma that thone we tha graves of some Balglan
ivilians, who had been captured earl; A, x ind shot after trial at
thama pooT if:-l':i'.:"l.: L iTad 1 the Germans, ag tu.u_'_‘,’ had & 35
do, when thelr country had been treagharous i!".'.l"l.l.f:’:'i, and now

at rest in thelr snemien”

May the unfriendly soll press lightly on them.

We used to salute that little cemetery every morning on our wey to

=

and we shall never forget those lonely graves far away in Thuringia.




The Journay fo England.

I received definite orders for the journey home on the 24th Juns 1915,

and for the 2nd time I oaid good bye to all my friends in the hospitals and
B s

The journey commenced on the 26th June when my party marched off from the
Commandant's office at 4:30 2.m. The party consisted of Sergt B— H.AM.C.
2 Regimental stretchsr besrers of the Scmertshire Light Infantry and myeelf.
Our escort consisted of one Qerman officer, and ons private, and the latter did
not even fix hie bayonet. COur kitas were put inte a small dog waggon which wasa

s

drawn to the station by a British prisoner.

We got & train at Oberdruf after a short wait and for the 2nd time I found
myzelf travelling 2nd olass this time with the escorting officer, the three men
wont third escorted by the private.

As the train steamed cut of the station we £aw. the old camp for the lash
time, I oan ses it now as I saw 11t then, looking so ugly through the morning
miat which hung round the hilly it ims sad to think of the wretohed prisonere
who ars waiting thers for the war to end, and where in the msantime some of them
will die nearly avery day. It wes with a feeling of pain that I looked at that

camp for the last time.

A few stations down the lina I was ordered to travel Ird clase with the
the Iinien Eoomardant (Qonmandant of the rallway line) said that prisonsrs

not permitted to travel Znd clasas.

I was very glad of the changs as it was muoh mors cheerful travelling with
the men, and I had & haversasck well etooked with provieions for the journey whiol

I was able %o share with them.

It ms a most unaventful Journey we were not worried by insults this time,
the pecple took very little notioe of um, mnd the precsutions which we had
talkben in case of attack, was not wanted.

In oass of trouble we intended to let them lnow that we had besen treating
typhus fever as we lmew by experiencss that the mere mention of Fleoks Fieber was
sufficient to put moet buns to flight, but something must have happened to thoee
people during the ten montha whieh had passed since Baptembar 1914, it seemed

a8 though they had been eivilised by the war.

We arrived at Brussels at T a.m. on the 2Tth June 1915, &8 soon ss I epepped
on to the platform a Oarman offiser mcoompanied by an interpreter came forward
and agked me most politely te acoompany them, and they took great care o assure

me that my luggage would follows

Outeide the station a splendid touring car was walting and I was asked to

get in to it, and to make mymelf ocomfortabdle. I was sscorted by the offlicer and

the interpreter only, and it was & new axparlence for me to find Germans so polite

ag they were. I suppose that they had been ordered to be =0s
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srman people whe can warl i any oapaocity appearsd to me to be
doing their utmost for the Vatarland. ey commenced work at a very early
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