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LANCET
London ~3eMembew 5th 1914
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

EIGHTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING AT
ABERDEEN,

Historical Section.

The historical section will become one of the most pleasing
features of annual exhibitions. In this section Dr. W. J.
Dilling had succeeded in illustrating some of the land-
marks in the history of medicine. The Egyptian section
contained figures of the Egyptian deities connected with
medicine as well as several ancient Egyptian surgical instru-
ments and a facsimile of the Papyrus Ebers, one of the
oldest medical MSS., with translations into English of the
texts shown. The Greek and Roman section was enriched
by the beautiful and comprehensive collection of Greek and
Roman surgical instruments gathered by the late Dr. J. S.
Milne. Specimens were shown also of bronze and alabaster
ointment holders and a blown-glass breast exhauster. In the
Early and Middle English Medicine section there were shown
several very crude old earthenware ointment pots, three of
them obtained from London.

Amongst the old medical instruments many examples in
pewter were shown, including castor-oil spoons and urinals.
The history of the feeding-bottle was illustrated by several
specimens, and of special interest was a crude hypodermic
syringe made of a piece of brass tubing closed at the end by
a Straits Settlement coin, and having for a piston a piece of
brass wire wrapped with paper. This article was used by
Chinese robbers who injected opium into the house servants
previous to burgling the house. Interesting also were two
girdles, one from East Africa, the other from North America,
which were used by the natives to facilitate birth. Grouped
in the surgical section were many obsolete instruments, &e.,
old cupping glasses, lancets, the moxa, tourniquets, lith-
otomy instruments, &c. Two original specula made from the
'shafts of long bones demanded special examination. Several
antique spectacles ard dental instruments were on exhibition.

The unique feature of the exhibition was the gallery of
engraved portraits of eminent medical men of former ages.
This exhibit was granted on loan through the kindness of Mr.
J. F. Kellas Johnstone, of Aberdeen, and the short bio-
graphies attached to the portraits were prepared by Dr.
Dilling. There were portraits of some 270 individual
medical men, while many of the more famous physicians
were represented by several different engravings.

PATHOLOGICAL MUSEUM,

»= Another interesting specimen was a feetus affected with
small-pox from a woman who died from that disease. There
was also a large collection of photographs of ecases of
pellag which were of special interest, seeing that the
dmﬁms lately been described in this country.
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shown that we must

pparatus and difierenvavdlcuween vue viyroia and
arathyroid glands, for thdugh each is able to take
pn compensatory activity in“the case of injury or
lisease of the other organ, or possibly to act
icariously in its absence, still each has special
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money by false pretences from any person with an intent to (i?a raud.

(b) Departments of State.

(1) The Privy Counecil Office.—The Privy Counecil exercises a certain
amount of supervisory and regulative influence through their charter
or otherwise upon the qualifications and conduct of doctors, dentists,
chemists, veterinary surgeons, and midwives. An Order in Council,
following upon a recommendation of the Pharmaceutical Society, is
necessary to add a drug to the schedules of poisons, ¥

(2) The Home Office.—The Home Secretary answers questions in the
House of Commons, on behalf of the Lord President of the Couneil,
on the general subject of proprietary medicines, and he has power to
direct the Director of Public Prosecutions to take proceedings, Com-
plaints of fraud would properly be made to the l:[mue Office, as the
general supervising authority over the police.

(3) The Loecal Government Board.—This department econtrols the
administration of the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts by the 234 loeal
authorities of England and Wales,

(4} The Patent Office.—The Comptroller-General informed us that 312
patents granted to 1912 for medicines and medicinal preparations are
in force. There are very few patents of the remedies to which our
inquiry was specially directed, as a patent cannot be secured without
{a; proof of usefulness and novelty, and (b) disclosure of formula,

(¢) Statutory Bodies,

(1) The General Medical Council.—This body is charged by the
Medical Act, 1858, with publishing from time to time the * Britizh
Pharmacopeeia,” an authoritative standard and guide to the uniformity
and purity of drugs employed by medical men. The last edition was
published fifteen years ago. A new edition is at last in the press.

(2) The FPharmaceutical Sociely.—This body, created by Royal
Charter in 1843, is charged by the Pharmaey Acts with a measure of
control over the sale of proprietary articles containing scheduled
poisons. It has no powersin relation to other proprietary articles. It
moves the Privy Council to add to the schedule of poisons.

11. The foregoing summary, if left without comment, might be
thought to indicate an adequate body of law and administrative
authority to deal with the subjeet of our inguiry. This is far from
being the case. So far as the prevention of fraud is concerned, the
before-mentioned statutes or powers are of little value. To show this
in detalil in each instance would be to overload our Report with details.
We confine ourselves, therefore, to a brief indication of the facts or the
authority npon which we base the above opinion,

12, There is: no Department of State eofficially concerned with the
gale and advertisement of these articles. The witness from the Home
Office sald to us: ** This is one of many subjects whieh no Department
of State claims as its own.” He further said: **The Home Secretary,
as regards patent aud proprietary medicines as such, has no powers ox
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glad to kmow you have succeeded in obtaining one of the

Horth American girdles: the Highland one will, feel sure, turn

IVMOWASETre.

I have been oble to make some additioms of great interest to

the Wellcome Historical liedical luseum sinee last year, and

hope to re-apen the last week in Moy. I trust that 17 you are in

London during the summer you will pay us a visit. I shall be very

pleased to talk over medical antiquities with

1 you again.

Faithfully yours,
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Red Cross and National Health Service Exhibition,
Aberdeen.

President: HER EXCELLEMCY THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEM.

Jfrom the Trganising Seceetary,

RED CROSS EXHIBITION OFFICE,
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Red Cross and National Health Service Exhibition,
Aberdeen.

President: HER EXCELLENCY THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEM.

From the Drganising Secretary,

RED CROSS EXHIBITION OFFICE,
26t UNION STREET,
“//2 ABERDEEN
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wd o

Aberdeen.
y 25th, July 1913,

Dear Mr. Wellcome,

I am exceedingly grateful to you for your
very kind letter of 24th inst. and also for
the bloock of the “Tying Cure” which has
arrived gsafely. I shall not fail to record
my indebtedness to you in the printed article
and to send you a copy of the reprint.

I am keeping my eyes open for any relics
but so far anone have turned up.

[ have also maoe 1nquiries redarding an
anthropolcgist for your mext expedition and
I find that the men here who would have been
of any use are all bookeé for the winter; if
I should hear of anyone else T shall inform
yOu.

fith kindest regards,
yours sincerely,
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Amulet in Stone Used to be hung above the patient’s head in a box bed; frem
North of Seotland.

Candle Mould im Iron. Used in making one tallow candle- Kimellar, Aberdeen.
Emergency Rations Tin, Used in South African War.

First Field Dressing, So>th African War.

Dentzl Key in Steel with ebony handle, Rostock, Mecklenburg.

Reading Glass used for reading Bible in chureh

Chinese Hypodermic Syringe used by itinerant robbers for imjecting opium
Wooden Spuff or Pepper Mill

Mate Cup and Bombilla

Nutmeg Grater in japanned iron.

Poison Bottle by H. Gilbertson & Sons. regisiered 30th Oct. 1861.

Vaginal Douch in Pewter

Pewter Feedind Spoon.

Seales (Hye-back) Used for weighing butter and cheese by farmer’s wives.
Manacle or "Smip” with spring lock in Iron.

Bronze Dram GClass.
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