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DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS AND

OTTAWA CANADA,

r

18th. December 1903,

Hy dear Cougin,

The Maynard's have g falling, a family ohe . = T"putting
of f 1111 to-morrow what should be done to-day", I have tried
to overcome this failing but have not sicoeseded very well, I
ought to have written you long befores this in answer to your
two Kind letters of the 8th. September and 28th. Ogtober, but

really my hands have beean more than full attending to my officiml

duties, —~ the demands on this Department by Parliament  through-

out a long eight months geession,. having bheen vary great,

I am very glad that my boy Frank has at last written
telling you of his 1life with the Oxfordshire Regiment in Bombay
and about the pietures, I thank you for sending on Capt .
Dodington'as letter which is most kind, and shows that Prank must
have left a favourable impression behind him with the officers.
The plctures are the three sketches of Lucknow you refer 10, your
father had them lithographed and a copy sent to each membsr of
the family in Nova Scotia, When Frank was = boy on a visit to
my Father and Mother he took a great fancy to thesa pictures
which were hung in my Mother's rcom and after he went to India
and found out that he was posted to vour brotherts old regiment

wrote and asked me to have them copied as he would like to leave




gome little thing behind when the time came for him to take his

departure for the *Staff Corp¥, Louisa Wilkins {Uncle charlie's

daughter) is very clever indeed with her brush and made the
coplesa, which I sent Prank with instructions how to mount and
frame and am glad to think they are appreciated by the O0fficers,
Tha strange colncldence of his having been'sent to the old 52nd,
in which your father and brotlier served makss the gift appro—
priate,
Frank seems very happy where he is with the 125th.
NHapier Rifles and 1ikes his surroundings very mach., I am greatly
obliged for what you did in getting vour brother to write the
authorities in India about his being sent to the Punjab Frontier,
I think, on the whole  he is better pleased that matters have
turned out as they have  your brother having mentioned his name
will T am sure, do him no harm with the powers that be, Will
you please thank Him from me.
Now, about the "Wilkins Property*. I wish I could

you something satisfactory, but the faet 18, at the moment

without some necessary information to enable me to pive
you a clear idea of the poaition of matters, Since recsiving
your letters I have had several commnications from Mr. How, to
whem I°sent extracts from your letters and I regret to say that

the Information he gives 1s guite indefinite. T oannot find

‘l:‘\'..l.'ll
out, any real offer of a dollar an scre was ever made for the
lands by a Yankee Syndicate or that any steps have been taken by

Mr. How beyond obtaining from several of the heirs a Power of




E“I

Attorney to act for them. My own-idea 1s that the land is of

littls valus, I may, hawevﬁrlbe migtaken, and & 1little later on

hope to be in a position to give vou fuller and more satisfactory
news, There mey be some timber on the property that will bring
in something, but in my Jjudgment this 1s not the best time to
gall and for-this rea=zon, A railway, The Halifax & South
Western, subsidized by the Canadian Government, is now being
built all along the coast from Halifax to Yarmouth and will pass
through Shelburne but will not be fully complefted and in running
order at that polint for a vear at least, perhaps two years., I
have applied for a copy of the Crown Lands map of the County of
Shelburne on which T will endeavour to have laid down (approxi-
mately for the present) the pomsition of the proparty: after
wvhich I will have plotted on the location of the Railway, which
I ecan take from the plans the Company buillding the read are
obliged to file in my Department, but which have not yet been
deposited for the Shelburn<section, When I get this and a
report from & Shelburn lawyer I know, I will be in a better
position to advisa, I feal sure you agres with me that if there
is anything at all in the property it will come to light when
the railway is build ‘or being built at.that point.

I have never moved in the matter befores having always

considered the lands a "Barren Waszte® but it is possible, now

that raillway comminication is assured with the outside world,it
may be worth while looking after. What I shall now try to ob—

tain is information as to the deed, who the lands are vested in




-

&¢., &¢., and I rather fapcy we will have 10 get ‘an. Order of
the Court should wewant to sell, but as to all this you will
hear from me again, When I have something definite to go upon
it might be well for us all to joln in having a regularT survey
made and a proper plen prepared, indeed this may be nacessary
pefors we go mich further and if so I will write at onece, I
ope I have mede myself understood, you may all rest assured
thatul shall do my hest topet at the botitom of the whole matter
and if the lande really represent any value will give the best
gdvice I can as . to thelr being held or ddispoased of. It will be
time anoush to ask the helrs for a Power of Attorney in favour

of one or more parsons when we are all possessed of the'full

fantes and it will be wisdom in view of the fact of the bullding

railiway to continmue to make haste 2lowly a 1ifttles longer.

We are 2ll well and so are they at Windsor , my sister,
Mrs. How, has besn guite 111 at Annapolis but the last accounts
wers good, This time last year dear old father was withus, I
miaz him and hiz weekly letters more than I 'ean tell and my
christmas this year will have its sad side. My wife's father
too has sinee gore to his rest and like my father ,  was a Very
old man. I trust that all with you are well may ¥ou all have
a happy Christmas, and with avery good wish

Believe me.

Your affectionate

Lady Longmore,

Southampton,
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