Chapter 16 Some Interesting Acquaintances

Publication/Creation
Late 19th - early 20th Century

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/q3z3nd2j

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

CHAPTER SIXTEEN.

Some Interesting Aocquaintances,

Many perszons of strong individuslity and intellsctusl
power cesme t0 the Dialeatical,whom I found it interesting to
Enow,though it would be misusing a great word to eall them by
the supreme title of friends.

Amongst those who fregquently attended and spoke at

that time,I remember Professor W.K.Clifford,a great mathematieian,

and an avowed Agnostie; Professor Thorold Rogers,M.P.,whose hook
"81x Centuries of Work and Wages" is a clasesin; Professor
Sheldon Amos; Professor Hunter,M.P,,and Tr.6.B.C0lark,M.P. Some

Journalisats,such as Mr, Fox Bourne,Pditor of The Examiner,the

then leading Radlesl weekly,and other writers,came frequently
and spoke 0ccasionally. Then gquite a 1little group of young
lawyers,some of whom afterwards gained distinetion,and several
suthors of standing used to attend; also Radical politieians of
many shades,from mere mild "Adult Suffragists® to fierce
Republicans,

Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace,the scientist and traveller,
vho,it was elaimed,had anticipated Darwin in putting forth the
idesa of Evolution,came not infrequently. There was also present
gometimes Mr. Henry G. Atkinson,of whom Harriet Martineasu
thought 80 Yhighly that she collaborated with him in a boOk —

iLattera on Man's Nature and Development — which work herx

brother,the Unitsrian preacher,r. James Martineau,stigmatised
in such coarse terms Of reprobation (declaring,for instance,that
1t gshowed that she had "1laid down 811 genme of moral obligation
at Atkinson's bidding® ) that the brother and sister were never

on friendly terms sgain. Mr.Atkinson spoke s@€dom at the Dialectical
(and my
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Another member of an aristocratic family who ceme
Occasionelly to the L.D.S. t0 expound his peculiar views was
the HOn. Auberon Herbert, a brothsr of the Earl of Carnarvon.

Mr Auberon Herbert's recipe for *rebullding the gorry scheme

Of things" may be aomprehansively}and I hope not unfnirlrJ

described as Voluntaryism gone Mad., He maintained that no
body of citizens had any right to constrain any other section
even 80 far as t0 compel their payment of any taxes t0 the State.
It is Obvious that, when persoOns are compelled t0 pay taxes toO
carry out some State action of whieh they disapprove, the
prineiple O0f individual liberty is thrust aside: as,when Quakers
or Other Nonconformists are made to pay Church Rates, or Anti-
vacoinators are made to pay for carryling out a compulsory
Vacoination law. MR Auberon Herbert therefore proposed on the
prineiple Of individual liberty,to abolish ##2 compulsion even
as regarded taxation. He maintained that sufficient means for
carrying on all the Govermment services that are really
indispensible, such as the defence 0f the Country, the maintenance
of a Polive foree tc secure internal order, ete, could be
obtained by the voluntary contributions that would come from all
well-disposed oitizens; leaving every individual to contribute
to the State expenses when the hat was passed round as much or
as little as he chose, while guaranteeing to all the protection
of the State for life,limb and property.

This too-confiding bpelief in human nature was enforced
by a gracious persOnality. One felt as he spoke th&t_ﬁg would

indeed have fulfilled voluntarily all and every just obligation




because it was just; and all besides that keen sympathy could
suggest as a moral obligation. But how different are most
people — and the richer,as a rule, the meaner and the less
willing to pay the debts Of moral obligation! It is as diffioult
in regard to public as t0 persOnal life to avoid measuring the
corn Of Others by One's Own bushel. The power t0 see clearly
what is right and duty, and a consequent will to follow thed
115111;:&;_ all too rare,and a State cannot be safely based On the

econtrary assumption.

P M,.;w*“ My Auberon Herbert's brother,it may be mentioned,had 2 /ZL

;""";]'E?r?;_m ‘Opportunity of displaying %&eu’ﬂtiﬂn t0 the general
iz weal of which he 80 availed himgelf as to win more than Passing
fame. He was the HOn. Alan Herbert,M.D., who alected t0 remain
in Paris during the great seige @&PASE in order t0 help tO
organize and t0 carry On both medical and general relief work,
u{.,;aﬁ a4 BN Outstanding mercy in that time of misery tO ﬁ French and
British residents el A
The sister 0f these two remarkable men,the gountess
of Portsmouth, early placed herself on record as a gsupporter
of Womeans® Suffrage, signing petitions to Parliament year by
year and occupying a seat Oon the platform at great rallying
THeetings.
Mr Auberon Herbert has the distincetion in my mind of
having made the most beautiful apeech on Women's Suffrage that I
aver listened to — and if course I did listen to hundreds.
That speech by Mr Herbert and one by Sir George Grey ( the

great pro-consul of New Zealand,the first British colony to

enfranchise women) were alike in their unique recognition of

the great moral wrong done to woman\and. the grisef and
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{ cauged amongst us,by relegating our powers and

our enthusiasm to petty ends,and forbidding us the exercise of
any careers in whieh we could exert and expand our noblexr
qualities of mind and moral nature — axcepting,of course,in
motherhood. T had felt this wrong most keenly from the beginning
of my attention to the subject of the position of women, though
I Benerally képt silence on this aspect of the matter because I
believed that the majority of people would not understand its
full significance, The rare respinse L0 my thought in this
direction by these two men,their unique recognition Of this
deeper psychological wrong done us by our aubjection, gives
a gpecial place in my memory.
(o Lhie Shaloctecal Soceelsy
A visitor,who esame,I think,on Oone 0ccasion only and

vet had a personality =0 powerful as to impress tihe racollsction

of him upon my mind, was Winwood Reade,the author of a very

remarkeble book (which I had previously read with Keen interest)

entitled,"The Msrtyrdom of Man'". gtarting with prehistorie
times,with what he believed could be traced of the nomad life
]
of our semi-bestial ancestors,"the human herd®,this work presents
r I 3

g resume of the tragic history of the human Tace. Tt showsl

how all the advance that has been made has been necessarily

pased upon the constant pressure of peril,misery and suffering,

and that this has been the scheme,lif scheme or plan there he,

for the govermment and progress of all the inhabitants of this
|

world of pain and sOrrow, (What I particularly remember about
fr—

winwood Reade's Dialectical address was how exceedingly 111

1ecturer looked., Despite his splendid vhyaiqus,and the npower




f hiz speech
it
ksenly — resented 1t,asz it were. He was a
novelist 2 ho very rongly ﬂ";t-:r': Snd
his freethinki: B AW S Vinwaod

an Africsn explorer,then went to the Ashantes

pecnial COrrespOndent of ."‘q.-m "‘"_T'!F?_-\_-_l'.r"-:j‘.'l‘i‘__ in an r-'-i"'[t'-'ej"‘;‘.;:'.__l'_rl.‘!‘-\]{

he fought in the ranks; and he returned from this campaign

,At the early

long after his Dialectleal address,whenl

Indeed,in the sge--l0Ong human tragedy,

there a more poignant touch than that *proud man", 1in the

heyday of his physical strength and with his wonderful brain

stored with knowledge and instinet with thought and feeling,

should be,at the touch of misesrable microhes,microscopic elements

of disease,hurled into the grave,vhere,ss the Bible reminds us,

here i3 no knowledge,nor device,nor widsomy but "the wise
man dieth as the fool diethv,
r Charles Bradlsugh and his then devoted follower
and associate,Mrs Annie Resant,came to the Dialectical Society's
meetings from time to time,and contributed brilliantly to the
proceadings.

I have never forgotten an occasion when Mrs.Besant
L

read the ovening paper,on "Marriage". Mr.Bradlaugh,who spoke

later in the debate,chose to take his meat,and presently almost
reclined,unon the long music—stool set in front of an Amerlcan
organ that stood in the hall (Ccavendish Hall,Mortimer Street,W)

ready for some gort of Sunday Service., A large,high movable
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Charles Bradlaugh was by far the most lower'ul m
that I ever heard. le was a man of po——— 1':"'.*.&;1'LH*L..‘L.JJ:- and of

uge iyeique, I once myself saw him go off a platform and walk
Moo

4

[
dow: .?‘o the body of L a:udLu; ke two ordinary.sized young men,

who were constantly interrupting the proceedings, each by the

y1lar of his coat, lug them out of their seats, and push them
. 1, -_—*3'.1'“_3.& [’.L,f._\___;;. g .
‘ore him, Ls if they had been a couple of small boys,vainly
igting, till he had ejected them through the door;when he re-

to the platform, neither breathless nor excited, and con-

ig lecture as calm and collected as if nothing had happen

Another ti.::-i'; at & set debate on Socialism which he held
champion of that idea named Hyndman — this was not at the
ames ' Hall, before a

b I: (LT .J\._ -— !Iﬂ_-\_-ﬂ_{hd/‘j _Ilr—-ci-l,' f;_‘
public audience of over fifteen hundred people-— Dradlaugh hade

such mincemeat of his opponent as to cause extreme annoyance to

-
L)

Dialectical Society but in

the Socialist section, who angrily endeavoured to end the pro-
ceedings by yells and boos. One by one, however, they were

last there was but a single shouting Socialist

c..:.‘éat.ur{:j stretching as far as he could over

and scresming in a sharp staccato

-

voice, at a few rows behind this last interrupter, and so 1

gaw Bradlaugh gather, as it were, his full magnetic force into
# rLirfd -2 3

-'L,t hand and f'lir_-g it uio'.ier_tly out towards the noia:,r.;.-f;
l'{k_.;r L= i

nilrv Soc Jc*l.LE!-_-i:i.fd'l“!'— ;8in g Nim also by name:- "’r'lt dov n, Bax.®




Ag though struck by lightening, or by Lord Lytton's
the man fell suddenly and violently
only silenced, b f a few momentes absolutely inert and

collapged, It was amazing

Mrs, Desant,after many yvears association

“ / A f:,-___j., . _,.-'{ d A
the Socialists. ater UH}UEW{??VWE“ her he;g a dis-

lower of & woman who was the very antithesis of
A-fh e ) Leadae. =

Jruﬁjaugh.Lt"e Bheosophist, Madame Blavatsky. Upon this defect

ner says.

{4,1.L/i ¥ F;_'_,A "”?11?‘(,“_, *f{

gr

ion,Bradlaugh's daughter

" A

had both been free it would undoubtedly have ended in

their common labours, risks and responsibilities

grew and strengthened, and the insult and
calumny heaped upon them only served to strengthen the bond.
This lasted for many years, until Mra, Besant.... entered upon
"paths widely divergent from those so long trodden with her
olleague, paths which brought her inte close asscciation with
persons strongly inimical to Mr, Bradlaugh, and the aims tc

which he was devoting his life.... He had lost all confidence

She had disappointed him and the disappoint-

- £ W 4 4+ 4 . 1 ~ AL T - P - alho o s
very bitter. thirtee ears she had stood

upon

at for

he never uttered

I never had any faith

w

ter or a leader of forlorn hopep. BShe

A friendship sprang uj JLuUEHL!ﬂ-.H of so close a nature,




good speaker, fluent, sometimes even eloguent, but she always
geemed to me insincere. She appeared to use catch-words, to em=-
ploy set phrases as counters, and not to speak from the dep
of conviction, This, of course, may sound like bei
the event, but it was always my feeling,
As a fact,there were not many Sessions of
glver ver 1 eligious discussion., Most of the members
ready deeply considered the subject, and it was quite rare for
supporters of orthodoxy to come to uphold their "Evidences.™
Agnoatics.

ke the BReverend kr, and those wvague so-called
Unitarians, who were in fact merely Theists, such as lMoncure
Conway, Minister of South FPlace Chapel, would present their views
occasionally; and several members who were believers in Spirit-
ualietic manifeptations from another world were always ready for

a Field Day.

Two or three YEears before 1 joined the Diglectical
o F

BCﬂlcﬂnyLd appointed & Committee fto. investigate the so=-called

Spiritualistic phenomena., A Report was ultimately published by
this Committee in a volume which may still be seen in many Fublic

Libraries. The Report was not, however, issued either by the

Dislectical Society, or with the sanction of its Council. Sone-

how or other, the Spiritualists had got the majority on the

Investigating Committee, and it was they who arranged and pub-

lighed the Report; including therein, it is true, the formal
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attended the Special keetings of the Sub-Committee held
BEdmunds' house, 4, Fitzroy Square, with the host as Chairman,
with Bradlaugh sitting on the floor underneath the table

holding firmly on to the Medium's toes, nothing whatever happened
Airrroecd /;T-CI{G‘:’-(.-)-—:.
Remarkable tales were nevertheless told of what the/some-
gz.x.‘»i;.m;-e_’r.ﬂ - : :

¥ e
’ T,
times i iE-esmimwore \clsewhereat Sem;cerﬁ,

Two responsible witnesses; the Master of Lindsay
*2‘-,."5_51.-4.1«_14;’5 fnel ;?" "éLx-ﬂ.':--Mﬂ—'ﬁL
his friend, Lord Ac-_z;nr,ihore testi~

they }md)both together, seen Home lifted off a couch

1

ied round the room high in the air by invisible hands;

+

they had felt him grow several inches longer

whilst their hands were upon hig hips., Summmmi witnesses averred
that they had seen Home carefully select with the tongs the
fiercest chunks of red-hot coal out of a fireplace, and not only

carry them about in his own bare hands, but lay them in

J

of others without any burns being produced.

D, D, Home had several sittings at the Tuilleries with
o—ald—
the Emperor Napoleon 111, to whom Hewe professed to have/given

E 4 Vi "'-u-.,__.._. G
messages from the great Napoleon. It ‘.'-.rasze;%, a Seance, (so he gald
o

4

in the Salon &ouis Guinze, an immense room at the Tuilleries.

Only the Emperor and Empress were present, Fencils and papers
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easlily awed
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Cne of the most Spiritualists amongst the

Dialectical members was k filliam Volckman, who subseguently

! ey

came first remember

Guppy .

sitting

without her knowledge, or consel




powerful spirits, carried bodily through

brooms 'L_i.c_'.}-'i,ml ropped down upon

table in the middle of a dark $€ance in a house a mile and a

a0

from her own home, the traject having been so rapidly
at the ink was still wet upon the pen that she
there are always some who will not be convinced

h-ri

testimony, an cutspoken scepticism about the talewas he:

c0 Mr, Guppy had the brilliant idea of

suthenticating this

wonderful power of the spirits and his wife in cobnjunction

L}
4

& decisive national } to wit:- That ¥rs, Guppy should be

ghut up in the deepest dungeon of the Tower of London

STl &

guarded by DBeefeaters,when he would bet £10,000 against the

Crown Jewelg that she would be mysteriously transmitted there-

from during the night by the Spirits to some other appointed
- Ao
spot — 1 forget if it was the throne/in Buckingham Palace or her
wn bed., 1 remember Mr, Herbert caustically observing that
have made hig stake a million whilst he was

very obvious he Crown Jewels could

came not infrequently to the Dialectical
Jhu-[_:;-..ta?
ings, - with Her friend, Mr. Volckman.

st

This gentleman had
distinguished himself aglready in Spiriti-aedsess Annals,. by his
exposure of the pretensions of another female Medium, who was

Mrs., Guppy'es principal rival, m}i., other

ledium~iee was one of two gisters who in conjunction with one
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another were able to "materialize spirit forms.," M Volckman

. - - & +
went to one of the s rg' dark Beapnces and when the spirit-

luminous emanation from its own spotlese white

the circle, he suddenly sprang up
He once mentioned to me that he knew
instantly that it was not incorporeal because 1its
of onions. XNor did it hesitate to give immediate
physical powers for it ferociously tore at the full

3 3 £ = L 3 o oo ' - 1
red beard that flowed over Volclkman

8 breast, wl
igter was the Medium, and who was supposed to have

the spirit out of her own aura,roared that she was

by this violence to her control's manifestation,

his chivalrous devotion to his fair layde,Volckman

rhts had to be turned up, and
in his ¢ruel embrsace, the other
whatever the name was |1t was some

of the ledium sisters.

About this time KEr., Guppy died, and his widow and

Volckman desired to marry. Unfortunately Volckman already

wife and & large family of children., DBut this objection was

rid of by his deliberately behaving towarde his wife in such

nanner as to compel h apply T & divorce; after which

f‘?r_.{-;u_ J"::f::;f CLr¥1 edea o

least of Mr. Volckman's children by his first wife must
: ; f_,ﬂ-ﬂ,_ﬁ ; :
continued in his custody, or =% J.BaaiL'.‘m}_-e allowed to
vigit him; and the new wife, who already had a Guppy family,had




25,

child as Mrs. Guppy-Volckman; so that on one occasion,

her speak to him of "my child, your child,and our child.,"

R

Mr, Volckman was quite well-to-do,and after her marriage

to him, I believe, the celebrated Medium gave up exercising

peychic powers professionally At

or four times to Eéhﬁﬂ';}; at the house at which e, Mrs. Guppy-

Volckman. herself was not avowedly the Medium acting. Nothing

r =
happened on the earlier of these occasions beyond the Kediun

being "entranced," and talking in an assumed voice & congider-

able amount of banality and rubbish; accompanied by a few knock

on the furniture such as could easily be produced in the dark-

oL N
o

ness by human methods. As this was the utmost limit 54

usual experience with various Bediums at gé@ncks, I very soon
the same conclusion about investigating "Spiritualism"
that Dr., Charleg Drysdale and Professor Huxley had announced as
theirs when they were invited to join the Dialectical Society's
Jm_fl/"{, 2 ol
Eﬁﬂuii?fCDmmiiLﬁe; that is, to waste no time in fuller en-
~gquiries about it., Professor Huxley replied to that invitation:-
"Supposing the manifestations to be genuine they do not
If anybody would endow me with the faculty of
he chatter of old wo and cu ;€ 1l should de=-
privilege, having better things to d And if the

in the Spiritual world do not talk more wisely and sensibly

the same category.

of the 'truth




of Spiritualism" 3 y furnish an additional
gsulcide., DBetter a crossing-sweeper than
lk twaddle
However, one day (this was

w=Volclkman invited me to a special ance which she

g ™

w
assured me was planned especially to enlighten cele~

" : i ra i 3 z - Tiar }
people —the pleasing inference is obvious - by the

dium of exceptional endowr
been & public-house
us say it was Johnson
materializing
and hear,—one cannot
will be seen, with at least one
to kiss with, anyhow,
So I went to the Guppy-Volckman house, a spacious

residence «~laesseaemensmees. i the DBayswater region., We

were eighteen in number, including the host and hostess; the
= T -",.lz -‘:.- - 4
appalling)lndlvicuals

o

Medium Johneon; and 2 ogf the most

have ever B eyed ,becau to a naturally ferocious cast o
countenance and enormous bulk he added a terrible wide red

going right acrose hig f« .ce,cutting through the brow,
the nostrils and '—i;_.lisj.ﬂ.'_u the chin, which was & relic of his
brave exploits in one of the then frequent between the

P P, P S
rican Lepubniics,
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On its castors,and tried if I ecould open that door and =0 get
out on %0 the landing. I could not: it was still locked as it

- e
had been for the Seance; but another discovery awaited me,for

there,hanging up on a nail 1HL§ aoncealed corner,was a long,

white,wo0lly dressing-gowvn. SO then I sez to myself,asez I,"Now
I know what- JOhn King was elad withal!®

Mres OGuppy-Volekman was a very big heavy woman with a
large,immobile face 1it only by rather deep—set,watchful ,arafty -
owew looking eyes. Her type was curiously like that of two other
great female adventurers in an analagous direction: Joanna
southeote,the prophetess, who gave out that she was t0 be the
mother of the Messiah: and Madame Blavatsky,the heavy-built,
slespy-—eyelidded but artful-eved friend of Mshatmas of Thibet,
who taught her Theosophy,and worked wonders through her
mediumship. It was so curious to discern so close a resemblance
in physical type between three elderly women who had sach gained
public notice and credulous belief in the same uncommon life-
path, that for zome time I had thelr respective portraits pinned
up alde by slde in my Study as a strange 1llustretion of the

gullability of TMmanity«afowud mallers decpeh nalesal




