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again this week, but this is necessary from a sanitary point

point of view. There is a good deal of sickness, typhus aballpox

hesides the common low fever & Cholera shewing itmelf. 2 deatls

in the 23rd last night , very gquick casges, we lost one man

in 8 hours at Varna, in the French camp 15 in a day. 1 think

it is due to want of cares in exercise, diet etc. We are 2ll pretty
well except for one fever casa... I am pretty right & in

capital health but my arm weas and from long disuse it has
fallen away much . I was surprised at our friend Russsll

(The Timesa) bringing me bafore the public as he did.

His letters are good and smusing but slightly exaggrerated
regarding game shooting atc as we can get nothing. We are living

well enough and get all we could possibly sxpect




Monastir Bulgaria

July 28
Dearest lother

You will like = line or twe tno I have not much teo tell
you as I despatched a letter a few days ago. Cholera broke out
in the Division last Sunday meraing and one officer ef
Tth and from 60 to 70 me n have already fallen victims to ita
rapid progress, hardly a ca.e has recovered. We have only lost 2
aad no cases today and the Drs nope there 1s =2 1ull, but it has
been melancholy work the last few days seeing so ma y fine
fellows swept off and funeral pxiims parties continually
noving with nethi.g but some green twigs and blankets to bury
the dead in. We got sudden orders to move and on Monday morning
mercied en here from Devna about 6 miles as = sanitary step but
we are still in the part of the country that is called the
Valley of the Plague where 6000 Russians were carried off in
the wars of 28 & 29. =ud thougn our position is on a hill and
the scenery more beautiful tnan I can tell yeu it must be one
of t e wost unhealthy spots in tuis country and I wish wewere
gomewhere else. Our weatncor is very hot but generally = good
breeze and .ovely & I think we all seem uncomuonly well, I am
thankful to say so for myself.

Jur Geo, Srown ies expected very shortly froe his cruise in

the Bllck Sea & L’Et. is the general impression that we shall

very shortly embark again to strike a blow somewhere, I much
doubt about Sevastopol this autumn. Prench are embarking now and
there is & mov- - going on. We fancy that Admiral 7Boscat i:

at ?Anassa a d a division there. The cevalry are moved I

fancy to “Jemersand towarde Schimla. There 18 a goo0d dezl

of sickness 600 7Englisi 1in hospital at Varna. Th French,

Turks and Eg,otian allies have all suffered and log” many men

soutard Corfu and Malta

are talked of for
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Before Sebastopol Oct 17th

Dearest Mother

I know how anxious you must be for intelligence of us =at
this time & yet excepting 2 scraps te tell you I am well and
all rigat, I never have time for a letter, but will try té
send a little more by this evening's mail.

I am uite well and hearty and so are 8dn. & Alfd tho!
the fatigue and exertioh we are undergoing are something more
than the uninitiated people would imagine. I never new have
my night in bed or rather at rest because there ne beds but
the ground in these times tho' we have a tent for 4 of us &
blankets snough latdély. The place has been invested =ince the
29th ultimo & the last week the batteries have been in progress.
The place cannot be attacked by a regular siege, so we have made
immense batteries at a distance for the heavy long guns.

We began about 6% a.m. & the tremendous heavy cannonade
on both sides has been going on all day, the fleet being in
action with the forts from the sea.

I fancy I can hear tle heavy broadsides from the Agammemnon
frequently but the smoke is 50 great we cannot distinguish. The

Buaaian fire is much diminished and numbers of guns silenced,

there have been 4 explosions, 2 French magazines blown up
I am serry to say & lately they have not fired a shet, the
othera in the Russian batteries.
Tou would never imagine such a sight er din, nothing
but smoke, booming & the vicious whistling rear of the heavy
shot and shell. The Russians sust have suffered seriously from
our fire while our casualties are trifling, we have killed and
wounded every day tho' we have been exposed now for days te a 4 an-
gerous & segmetimes hot fire as well as at night & occasional
skirmishes, I imagine our loss of life is not more than 200, the'
today's firing may much swell the numbers.
I have had several narrow escapés but they are so common
one gquite gets used to round shot and shell, I was struck
3 times in one day by stones and dirt where the shot struck. We
are out continually on picquet on covering parties to defend the
batteries from serties day and night, so the work is severe
ﬁkﬁj @ﬂkafteh under heavy fire. We cannot yet tell when the assault
will take place but I fancy at this rate very shortly. I wonder




whether wg shall have to storm. We have more work than all the
rest but are not employed in digging. We are always to the
front, ready to fight & defend our batterie=s, I continue to
keep notes for my journal.

Peor Capt. Rowley of the Grenadier Guards was killed
yesterday, I knew him well & we are much shocked at hearing
of the death of po-r Lord Fd.L.GowePs from dysentery on board
the Belleropheon a great friend and messmate of mine.

The Choleres sesms gone but I have lost 2 of my Sergeants

by it & out of 5 with us at Alma only one remains




Sevastopol Octr 27Tth
Dearest Mother,

We work away from our batteries, the rocky nature and form
of{ the ground will not permit us to sap i. nearer as the French
are now doing, I fancy the real attack will be from this side, and
ours is only meant to occupy the besieged. For the nights U had
never a whole night's rest; at last got one in bed in my tent
on the 19th. Poor Childers R.A. killed the other day, Col Hood
& Capt Rowley, Gremr. Guards & several others killed and wounded.,

Thank God my health is good and constitution seems to be of
leather or I must have long ago, as otheras have, been knocked up...

We have freguent small skirmishes etc but on the 283§ we had the
most disastrous day yet of the campaign. Menzikoff and we hear Goadsha-
of f reorganised the scattered army and advanced on Balackava.

The Turkish behaved infamously and ran from the redoubts, which
the Russians immediately took. Through a mistake of poor Capt Nolan,
who was killed, Lord Lucan ordered the Light Cavalry Brigade. 1lth, 8th,
1%th, 4th Lgt Bragoons and 11th Lancers to charge. Away they went
most gallantly under awful cross fire of attilley and infaniry
and out of 800 only 200 returned the reat are utterly destroyed !!!

the killed and wounded officers is terrible and some of the Regts

are really no more. A sad blow to us I believe as many Ruasians
fell and they retired so it was no defeat, but a dreadful mismanaged
affait.

The heavy dragoons charged and did well at first.

The Rugai-ns are now posted in force in our rear, close to
Balaclava and would cut off our port if they could. I must say I
think we are in a fix & dont see our way out of it.

Depend upon it Sevastopol is not the place to fell in a day and
we have plenty of hard work yet before us. The Russians continually
throwing up aew batteriss etc. Where or how we shall winter 1 know
not . It is useless to send for things at present tho' we are all
ragged enough and some witnout uniforms that will hold together,

I must lastly tell yo&# to cheer you that we again defeated the R
Russians in a good wholesome battle, They came out in force with guns
from Sevastopol thinking to find ue out from camp or attackin  their
position watching at Balaclava, they attacked our right, 3ir De
Lacy Evans' position at about 2 o'clock, the infa.try sending
swarms and thousards of skirmishers over the hills in clouds &




other infantry manoevreing wobhderfully rapidly. They
advanced an immense way driving in the picquets eof

the 2nd Divn before them and then their right,making a flank
movement, threatened the 5 gun battery, where 1 was with my
company ¥xthe A 2 of the Tth Fusiléérs under command of
Majer 3ir Thes Troubridge. They opened tremendous rifle and

mugketry fire on us like hail for some time, which we kept

returning, things began to look bad for qg % we were outflanked.
3ir T.Troubridge seant me to order thexmaxy L of ficer

to be ready to spike the gunas, should we be driven out and
soon after that our fire made some battalions turn.

More then seemed to swarm on our right attacking us and
a picquet house in a ravine next which was our powder magazine
in some caves, 1 was ordered to charge with my cempany under
a heavy fire and we got to close guarters with their daredevil
skirmishers and killed a good many and took a few prisoners & then
by our rapid and good fire turned a battalion moving te attack
us and the tattery. Sir de Lacy Evans was then out with his
division on the hills with artillery and they were repulsed
with a loss of about 500 & 80 prisiners back into Sebastopol,:
rather a nice afternoon's morkas our loss was Very trifling, 2 of
our poor fellows shot, one mortally I fear. We were 80 close
that 2 men fell by my pistol though I believe people dont
generally mention these things and a bullet touched my cheek
without drawing blood, just a shave & 1 wonder my nose was not
gone. 1 then returned to the battery & 8ir T. Troubridge approved
of my company's success, We Were only just in time.

On coming in this morning 1 found your letters of the
8sh and 12th, all the Alma d:spatches and congratulations.
We are not half properly mentinnad,x§g§§§§x§2§x§:illlt:;x
having stormed the right of the redoubt, and it is not even
mentioned, nor is the gallantry eof many commanding officers and mf
of ficers who did the real work - = all the ataff generals
mentioned - some having done nothing - a time-serving affier
it is thought by many.

Accounts and descriptions are very good & also
Illustrated News also the? marches Balaclava etc etc

The letters are called for, goedbye.-- W , liven - Ramsden
I think them well. I see Edwin today, he was not well but better




and I suppose in action yesterday

God bless you all
Ira affly
W.T.M.

I only wish old Dundas was superseded by Lyons, who is a real

lion and would soon make short work had he command
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