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yregentation by means of the vote — or,t0 put it in ancther
gdmigsion that,if representative,elected government

of govermment,women cught to share

';-__.""j"";;r" myr ﬂ‘f':'_'}'p j',r'
sall Ly 440 1CF L1l

John Stuert Mill was the first Member of Parliament
formally to introduce the subject into the House of Commons; and
his he did in l!ﬁ?,rhﬂ: he moved an Amendment to the Bill then

beofre the legislsture for greatly reducing the amount of the

tax-paying qualification for voting in the case 0f men,=0 as

b

Qﬁ'fhereb§]admit hundreds of thousands more male voters: while

2t111l leaving all women,however largely taxed,Or learned,or go00d,
without a right to cast One vote., Mr Mills' Amendment (which was
to the effect that sex alone should not disqualify for the
¥ranchige those women who would be qualified if they were men)
wasz 103t by a large majorlity;and he failed to secure his seat
ggain in the elsction of I#68,which followed the passing of thﬂik}
Bill-into an Act.
It waes sbsurdly cslled "The Representation of the
Feople Act",though not a single one O0f the femele PeODle W i ns
inecluded in it. Several thousands of women in variocu
nevartheleas claimed before the Revising Barristers (who had
to settle disputes as t0 the lists of votars in the first
voters' roll., They claimed on
i fy
rgualification® laid down for men,
of Parliament saylng that
gender is used it 1a to be

held to imply femsles also,unless the contrary is diastinetly

12 constltuencees
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es decided
judge said thet he would not
they were reduced to the condition
said that Revising Barristers

zoologicel specimens, Another o

much bound "to remove a women's name from the list
voters,as they would be if they found that of a domestice
animal,a horze or a dog,on the lista", Elizabeth cr Catherine,
was clear,were On a par with Dobbin or Carlo in the learned
judge's eyes., It was evident,therefore,that women had to win
their Franehise,as men had done,by an independent agitation,

end by o demend for a special Act of Parliamentary Reform..

happened in I8€8& and I8E8, A few ladies

now met together in varicus centres,and formed local sesnbet

societies for obteining Parlismentary Representation for Women.
The most active of these wes at Manchester,largely becsuse

the very generous money assi: a once given 1o it by
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Mr Mill's motion,in May,I86Y,was,as he says

’“tahiﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂhfiilﬁ atrike out the words which were understood to

franchise to 'malea',and substitute *pergons’ - - -

g

walasessntny: ... When the votes recorded in favour of my motion

gnounted to Y3,mads up by Pairs and Jellers to over 80,the

surprise was general,and the encouragement great®,

Nothing more was done in Parliament for the next
frre vhe Corilr
two vears,for the claim was belng *.'!ﬂr*;rjz that women were in SN fﬂ\.@'

entitled to be registered under the new Act,and to cast thelr
votes. But after the Judges had dismissed this claim,1t was
necassary to appeal to Parliament to pass another and apecific
Aet t0 remove female sex from being a voting disqualification;
and as Mr Mill had lost his seat,a new and able champion was
found in Mr Jacob Bright,brother of John Bright,and of course
a Member of the soeciety of Friends — a Quaker,

Ha introduced into the H f commons,in the Sesaion

Msabllities ril11*., It consisted of
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those only who owned :_‘n_'n-'“".:‘.';?'—.‘ aven a little ) freshold landed
proverty,or «bes were themselves raving direct rates
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It was esasgily possible 1 gaaertaln exactly how many

guch women there would be to become Parliamentary electors

because they had been given votes for all local Boards,Town

councils,etc,in new Local Government Act passed in I868; in
that Act Mr Jacob Bright had successfully moved to include all
gualified women as municip: g. In the Rducation Act of

I8%¥0,t00,wO0men were not only declared elligible to vote,but
" i
i
glgo tofelected es Members of the School Beerd, Hences,1t was

ascertained that if our Bill passed,and women became entitled

r}

meET

to vote for Membera Oof Parliament "Oon the same terms as men",

Lo g
there would Gﬂlf e about Onea t0 everv saven male voters.

Mozt wives living in family witl heir husbands would not have

vould have bheen the regiatered




trusted,with the confidence engendsred in us by our own loysalty

towards and sympathy for other womem,t0 the limited number of
romen who would receive the vote on those terms t0 represer
their . Aas whole and

facort-

r/Bright suceeeded,in May I8Y0,in first bringing

LY
"The Womengse Tiaabilitie=s Removal B111" to a debate and division
in the House of Commons,there was a notable and fairlv satiafact

inerease in the number of its supporters: an improvement mainly

produced,of course, by women'sm work for it. There now voted
aricl m{y yf.rl:/rufnf-af“
in favour II8 Members of "E-T't*'f“‘ﬂhtk and thia gave the Bill

4

its "Sescond Heading'; but the opponents then rallied against
it,and 1t wae loat "in Committean,

3 Suffrage Journal, speaking sEssesses Trom

knowledge,attributes the 1loss of the Bill in Committee ¥ fsfd
TJ_,’T,- '|'f:. t]’"
to the pergonal exqvtinﬁ?Lagainet it by the "great

Liberal",Williasm Ewert Gladstone. The Journsl savs:-
L,

"If at that time the Prime Minister had besn favourabl
dispoged to the measurse,it is prﬂtahlc that it might have paased !
into law without serious opposition from any quarter, Rut
unfortunately Mr Gladstone,who had preserved an attitude of
neutrality during the discussion and division on the second
reading,noc sooner found that the House had taken a favoursble
view of the prineciple than he changed his attitude of neutralit
for one of hostility,and ﬁ!l the iﬁfluﬁﬂﬁr of the Government
was suddenly exerted to crush the Rrill. gainet such a
manifastation nP opposition ”ﬂnm a then q1-—nowﬂw‘“1 kﬂﬁithT,
Mr Jacob Bright found it vain to contend,and the Rill was loat®,

Bill was brought to a division again in IZYI:; the
friends numbsred I8I,and thes Opponents 230 on this occasion,

'he next year,our supporters were I85 in number,but thev were

outvoted by a muster of 242 foes to women's voting. In May,I873,

Mr Jacob Bright had(inelu Pairs and "Jellers") 172 supporterd,

P“"j T,-l;:. 15:.-_.{_”___:!.,-5,,_.!}-‘,,:-} ware [ ._-' '_ ]::_'" '_;.5}1_’-_‘1\,-,_-,..-._1_‘_—1 af"_l'l ':'I" 5_:,-!,:'-!:_?..._-*.4;_91:1




Thus matters stood at the time when I made my first
for Women's Suffrage, — a few weeks before the IBY3
Divigion in Parlisment. The Secretary of the Central Committee

did not delay in inviting me to speak at the Suffrage Society's

?urther'MQatir;ﬁ,btt owing to other work I was not able to do

0 until that September (I8Y3).In the interval,therefore,I had

sggional stay at Mrs J.P.Thomasson's houge,and inspiring

4 ,’,-"'a‘.«.-_b;:-- et /3 -}-if--{f :
I

her and her mother,Mrs/Lucas,helping to confirm and
on these poin

first lectures arranged by the Cantral Committee
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debarred from working at the same time for any fause that she

pelieved degerved and demanded her immediate support. In a word,

I was not an Opportunist and some of the most influential members
Sudfrose Sovcely

of the Gemswbeg@e)were =80,

At

But here I am anticipating events;/all this wabke in the

4
o

future. - At my firﬂt:ﬁﬁﬂtinﬁﬂ I spoke as the spirit moved me

to do,with simplicity and seriousness. For I would explain

once for all that I took all my work for women in a deeply
serious spirit,even a religious one (religion is quite a distinel
metter from theology ),and that I always felt the responsibility
of all public speaking. Even when,later on,I was lecturing On
literary and general subjects,I was always conscious of gatharing
up all my forces,immediately before going on the platforms. It

s truly a serious responsibility,when a number of people
condescend to come and lend their ears to the speaker,expecting

t0 receive mome ideas or information,or at least amusement and

interest,to bhe the speaksr)to Sﬂt{ﬂf? that expectation,and use
T o~

that opportunity praperly.

After the meeting at Margets,Mrs Benham,whather
gonverted or not,kindly invited me to the Viecarage 10 supper.
When this wes finished,the Vicar asked me into his Study and we
talked for a 1ittle while upon the subject of the Meeting. I
have always remembersad one little item of that conversation,
because it *took my faney®. I told my kind Ghairman that these
two lectures in tnefiading tovns of the Isle of Thanet were

gotually my firat addresases t0 large open Publicipﬂtinga,and

he smilingly replied that there was a certain guitability in the

& L




placs,becsa the Isle of Thanet was held of old time t0 be
(] 5{_
undsr the special " L of a female Sainﬁjjlﬁildr&d TAg

the Patron Saint of the ancient Guild — or Mediaeval Trade's
(and s ;
Union — of the Bakers of London in‘winus"ty) of the Millﬁ?‘Mﬁf)‘:
and as they obtained a large proportion of the flour that they
uged from corn grown in the Kentish Isle,that region was
considered to be under the special patronage of thelir Saint.
gaint Mildred is one of the very few female saints to whop many
0ld churches are dedicated,because &f this domestic association,
For the most part,however,our talk was a serious one
on the influence and character of women. Fimally,Canon Benham
rose from his chair,got a book down from his shelves,and said
he would like to give it to me as a memento. I have the wvolume

atill. He inseribed the following words on the front page:

Fenwick Milleyx
September 168th. 1873.

\ With the kind regards of the Vigcar of largate, and with thanks
for the admirable words she has spoken this evening."
ing his eyes and folding his hands upon the
he repeated the Collect in which the Church
for individual help and guidance - the one beginning "Fre-
0 Lord, in all our doings -" and then he pronounced the
and bade me farewell.
My next lecture for the Central @mcommittee was at
Dover ( where Miss, afterwards Dr.,6 Alice Vickery spoke as well
as myself), on Wovember 5th,!873,which heppened t0 be my own
nineteenth birthday. I read with amusement in the Dover Naws

repoty repert that "Mr Councillor
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companion on the pleatform was an Ameriosn,Miss Mary

q adqﬂhJL
m to surprise the

in tnﬁﬁe days had no Pni?érﬁity degrees open
reports of our meetings at Newnort,Mon,; Swansea; Llanelly;
sl
a4 3 o
Haverfordwest ; Tenby;and Cardiff.
attendeaed r\"_'T. th influential

rag held in the

Each Mfleeting

largest Hall in the Town,and was well
gspeakera tC move our resclutions,several of whom made
gpeeches in Welsh,knowing that ihis was most

0 their ovm strange
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Besides publie gpeaking,l carried out two pieces of
WOTrk for the Suffrage in I8Y4., One was on the invitation of

the Bristol and West of England Suffrage Soclety. The M.P.

for Taunton was a lawyer named Sir Henry James, Attorney—-deneral

A 7R 7=
in the Government Lanailing and most powerful enmn%r;f ot

Sir H James declared ,in a speech to his constituents,that.[ﬁe
maintained that there were no greater traitors in the world

& &

against the domestioc happiness of men and women alike,than
those ladies who,generally being Social ?ﬁilureq,ﬁnﬁeavoured to
become Bolitiqel Successes,and tried to make their wives
digcontented with their lot .... He could only say that when

one half of the ladies of Taunton appealed to him to support

female suffrage,he would then do S0 ,... 311l then he should

not support femsele suffrage,though harhﬂuld loge ten alﬂctinnsj

and this he zaid with full knowledge that 1its advocates would

dog his steps wherever he wantt,

Would that this supposition had been correct! It was,
alas! 50 far from true that,later on,large numbers of women who
professed to desire their own enfranchisment would speak and
canvaasf for Candldates for Parliament who had voted,or Gpeniiaj
gald tha{ﬁ?,ant to vote if returned to the House,against Woman's
sufrrage. But in I874,in Sir Henry James's own case,his fnetstﬁjaig
were 80 far "dogged" that the Briastol committee asked me to go
to Taunton and visit the women ratepaysrs and householders,the
persone who would have the vote 1f our Bill were passed,explain

Loy G
the subject t0 them,and see if one-half of them wnuldkﬁign a

memorial in favour,as suggested by the M,P., himself as a test.

I handed over such medicel cases as I had and might




expect t0 Miss R ——, and spent & very intersesting fortnight in
¢t o o
Taunton on this mission,in Hﬂﬁq ,_E?Lif

It is true that Sir H James hed asked for the signaturey
of "half the ladies of Taunton®. But I axplained in a public
addrdss who were the women t0 whom we meant to appeal,and why.

Cocal ;a,f-_u:.,?(m e o
quote the,report: -

L"It appeared to the friends of the suffrage movement
that the fair acceptance of Sir Henry James's challenge would
be to invite the aignatures of half the women householdersa,
ratepavers in their own persons,those who were given votes for
the Town Council and other Municlipal bodies in I%69,and would
vote for M.Ps when our Bill should pass., Wives and daughters
had had no experience in voting for any bodies of Hepresentatives
and ware not entirely free t0o utter their own opinionsa,being
under the protection of men and subordinate to men; and they
would not be immediately affented by the passing of the Women's
suffrage Bill,as the single women and widows living in their
ovn houses and paying their own taxes would be. The falrest of
answers,therefore,to Sir H, James's assertion that women did
not want to bes enfranchised must be the signatures of those
ladies who would be directly concerned.,®

The roll of local voters showed that Taunton contained
582 women burgesses,ratepayers in their own names,and s0 entitlel
to vote for Town Councillers,but not for Members of Parliament.
Half of this number is 28I. In a very short time I obtained the
gignatures of 300,several more than the required half,t0 a

Memorial asking Sir H. James to vote for the Woman's Suffrage

Eill,




I found s 1ittle band of helpers ready to assist me,in
Taunton. Theg took the Memorial for gignatured to such women

householders as were believed to be favourable; and if any One
refused to sign I was notified and interviewed her myself, My
chief ally amidst the residents was Mrs Notley,author of a
then famous novel entitled "0live Varcoe®,

Ths women ratepayers that I visited % talked to of
their own #fause were of all ranks. It was the season of liliesa
ofLLhﬂ—uﬂllev,and T went into several cottages where poor
widow women and thelr elder children were squatting on low
atools -i:h the floor absolutely carpeted with the dellesate
blossoms,which they were deftly forming into bunches for Covent
Garden Market. The scent and the aspsct wers delightful,but the
woman struggling sgainst poverty and bravely earning her dally
bread was,after all,the more admirable sight.

The strangest charactsr I met with on this expedition
was Rosina,Lady Lytton,widow of the famous novelist,RBdward
Bulwer Lytton,and mother of "Owen Meredith"., Her house was all
shut up,blinds closely drawn,and no sign of 1life; after I had
rung and knocked there for some time ,I was giving it up,when a
neighbour came out of his neuqe,and kindly told me that Lady
Lytton lived alone and never answered her bell. He sald that,
as often as not,she was in bed all day,and took exercise and
food in the middle of the night,and that my only chance of
geeing her was to write first asking for an appointment. I did
so,and got a reply, % I then saw her and she signed the Memorial ,

She had been for years separated from her famous




husband,whom she hated with more than even e usual virulence
Of an unhappy marriage. She had the remaing of gre beauty, but
her now aged face was singularly ravaged by time and emotion.

Her room was cloasly Ghﬂttﬂ??iiﬂﬁi 1it by a dim lamp,and wasa

| suffocating with the odour ﬁﬁ musk., !fﬁe either gave me then,or

later on sent me,an extraordinary book about her married
experiences,called "A Blighted Life",in which she charged Bulwer
Lytton with all sorts of matrimonial erime,and declared that he
frequently terrified her by viclence.threw forks at her at table

& r]
and 80 on,and once jumpsd at her and bit her cheek desply. [He /L

J

80n,the second Lord Lytton (known 28 a poet as "Owen ';'?tr‘rac‘zit;{}
ghe admitted had taken his father's side in this sadly infelicltare

marriage ’LTLI‘I_‘-.J ' 4 ,z_?::’)r

-~

o

(_-But it was not till after her death that the son
revealed his full adhesion to his father's slde,and at the same
time emphasized the then legal disabilities of a wife. When
Rogina Lady Lytton died,she 1laft instructions for the publicatioie
of her husband's love-lettera to herself. Bulwer Lytton was,
anyhow,a great writer,and the lsttera were of much interest;
put eertainly they were absurdly and vehemently amorous. The
80n suppressed the publication. He elaimed that the aopyright
Aesg ol . e 4
of the letters vested in him as his fﬂtﬁﬁ“*igﬁﬂir,ﬂﬁﬂ he further
2laimed that his mother had no nroperty rights even in the
letters themselves,as when she was married everything that she
Possessed,under the law of that time,immediately bscame her
husband's property,and therefore her love-letters themselves
Ass ien
were no longer hers,but must be handed over to hdm as his

father's heir — and he got the Jjudgement of the Court on both




counts. The book was suppressed,and the poor dead lady's love-
letters confiscated! I thought of her bitter,furious tirade g
egainst her husband when I saw her years before,and hoped that
she would not hear in another world of this last ocutrage On
her just rignTa! She took rather a liking to me at our ons
interview,and wrote to me several times afterwards. Her latter.
paper and anvelopes were =20 saturated with the perfume of musk
s
that I Knew k’}'”" one hed arrived by the ocdour that gresetsd me
/ y,
ag I entared the breaskfast.room, ?W LMEArs et
!‘T"'—’{ fﬁ-r.-‘\- o IF IR K PR --"f 'Lh‘..-r'l.-/_f*"k""" il -fj,;_'.-,#.’_,-a--n-—q"..-.'ﬁ" il
oaten.cd.It was rather terrible to ses a woman 80 cherishing
her sense O0f wrong

ry90 incapable of letting "the dead past bury

its dead". R.I.P.,p00r aoul!
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Well,Mrs Notley gent in/ the Meamorial from over one-
S

halfﬁthe lady householders of Taunton. 300 had signed 1t out
A 2

of the total of 582,and many were not called on,as I stopped the
work when 300 names had been oObtained., The fulfilment of his
pledge was demanded of Sir H. James when the next division came
on in the House of Commons,and he not only todk refuge in
eclaring that he meant that the signatures of half the entire
female population of Taunton muat be obtained,but he had the
eolozzal impudence to add that he "did not recognize that the
Memorial had the signatures &# even of 300 women,for when 3

pay s0 much for every signature it is easy : up petitions!®

Brrrrr! I did wish I could have been there to make mincemeat
ire foolish speech and especially of thlas lawyer-llke
bit of saucines=n. Put of course the insult was not 80 muach

j 3
towards me and the ladles who helped me ﬂaﬁvﬂﬁ:whow he lihﬂllﬂuﬂéh
.l";.

accused of buying the signatures,as it was to the 300 Taunton

women of all ranks whom he slandered by insinuating that they




their names for payment, I sincerely hope they
his footsteps" for 11!

I also went for a few dayTs'’work in the Genersal
[ ==

y
Tlection ufZFEVA,nG whitby,where the candidate was Mr Gladstone's

eldest son. :%Fbuginesq'waq 10 get leading men of his own party
to g0 to interview the candidate,and ask him t0 promise t0 vote
for Women's Suffrage. I got a very influential deputstion.
Amongat other arguments,one 0f the gentleman pointed out that
the three leading Hotels of Whitby were all at that time managed
by women,who were refused the right to cast their votes which
vas allowed to their male dependente,thelr ostlers and walters
and "boots", Young Mr Gladstone said that he could not refute
the arguments adduecsd, hu{ all his feeliﬂgﬁﬂwnre against women
eoming into polities. "But',he added,"you must go for my father
— get him,and you'll have me." A nice =side-light on the

independent Mfps
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Another litt1ﬁf ffort of tQIq

Migs Becker and Miss Lilias/ssheset t0o "sow dissenf§ion® in a
g,&ﬁcmaﬂmjm
gonference callad,on November ITthi?y the! Flﬁ“tﬁ“al’ﬁefﬂﬂﬂ

year was accompanying

Aeﬁoaiatinn,whcqa object was to obtain the Suffrage for yet

furthe?;ef;ﬁees of men. We desired to have the Gﬂnfhrﬂnﬂﬂﬁ{?uéwé'ﬁzt
linelude Women's Suffrage in its objects. We wers all three

accredited deslegates from local masculine associations,or we

should not have been admitted as speakers. This funetion turned

out to be rather a test of enduranoce,as wve firat had to git

through about a coupls of houras of male oratory urging the
= -

assimilation of the County and borough franchise,so as to admit

b2
\\farﬂ labourers and other countrv ﬁuttagevq}9¢ the was*uline

T S oo Mote P

ot ¢rmnen (@ex, 1o the franﬁhiqﬂj and=then Miss BeakarL?ﬁked leave t0 move

dimmi;(

¥ admunssl

(an amendmant to the reaolution;pledging the associations thers

7¢£mé¢n&a§frﬂnﬂeﬂaﬂtﬁd t0 seek als0 "the representation of women on the

g crcll as
cotlagers
fortes Ver *f‘@‘l
f’._; JJ??'-\-»‘H'

B

game terms as men". A long and stormy disomssion raged tissm

Ty the
forkrhrﬂﬂ hours as t0 whether any amendments to jcutsand-dried

resolution should be allowad., We thres ladies sat tight through

an absurdly disorderly and tangled-up discussion; sometimes

one
half a dozen male delegates were on thelr feest gt tha-ﬂumﬁitime,
(otaads Corfrtisa

Finally, jour amendment weas settled to be in order: we all three
gpoke,and the conference carried our amendment. The Committes
of the "Electoral Reform Assccimtion®, however,did nothing to
1arry this instruction into effect!

Miring the Session of I8Y4,petitions 1in favour of

removing the sex disability to vote were presented signed by







