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JUNE QUARTER.

April was bright and showery. Minimum temperature,
29.0° ; maximum, 60.9°; mean 46.7°. On 16 days more or
less rain fell, the total fall hein%vz.q,;r inches. The winds were
for the most part N.W. and S.W. The sunshine varied from

18 to 55%:

May was a somewhat wet month, 19 rainy days yielding
2.2 inches. Minimum temperature, 37.5°; maximum, 78.2°;
mean 56.3°. Winds variable ; sunshine from 8 to 58%.

The rainfall for June was considerable ; in eight days no
less than 6.23 inches of rain falling. The minimum temperature
was 40° ; maximum, 85.0° ; mean 59.0°. The sunshine varied
from 16 to 59%.

SEPTEMBER (QUARTER.

Although there were only II rainy days in the five July
weeks, yet the total rainfaﬁ was heavy, viz., 5.4 inches.
Minimum temperature, 45.0° ; maximum, 86.0° ; mean, 64.6°.
The winds were variable but for the most part westerly.
The sunshine registered varied from 25 to 75%.

August was also an unusually wet month. There were 11
days of rain during four weeks, the total fall equalling 3.43
inches. Minimum temperature, 46.0°; maximum, 77.0°;
mean 41.5°. Wind, S.W. Sunshine from 8 to 569%,.

September was a little drier. There were 6 rainy days
in the first two weeks, giving a fall of 3.08 inches, while the
last fortnight was rainless. The minimum temperature
was 40.0° ; maximum 81.0°; mean, 59.2. Winds, N.N.W,
and N.E. Sunshine up to 45%.

DECEMBER QUARTER,

In October there were no less than 25 rainy days. The
rainfall was not, however, great, considering the number of
wet days, the fall amounting to 3.73 inches. Minimum
temperature, 55.0°; maximum 68.0°; mean, 56.3°. Winds,
S.W. Sunshine from 8 to 27%. :

November was free from fog. Minimum temperature,
34.2° ; maximum, 55.0°; mean, 47.8°. 1.6 inch of rain fell
in 10 days. Winds W. and N.-W. Sunshine from 7 to 20%.

December was fairly free from fog. There were 10 rainy
days, giving a rainfall of 2.44 inches. There were a few frosty
days, but no hard weather of any account and no snow. As
usual sunshine; was’ generally deficient. Under six hours of
bright; sunshine; being registered; in; Regent’s . Park.
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GENERAL HEALTH OF THE DISTRICT
DURING 1g03.

Phenomenal as to rainfall, the year was also phenomenal
as to low mortality and as to a high degree of general health.
As shown in the succeeding paragraphs and tables the ordinary
infectious diseases were for the most part below the average.
Whether this was due to the constant washing of the atmosphere,
or the washing away of masses of fermenting matter in drains
and sewers, or the influence of excess of moisture on the slow
and but little understood fermentation of the soil, or not to
rainfall at all, but to the fairly uniform temperature, are
matters of speculation difficult to decide.

SCARLET FEVER.

410 cases of scarlet fever were notified ; of these 357
were removed to hospital. The case fatality was lower than
that of the previous year (1go2); it has indeed fallen to about
3.69;, hence the cases were as a rule mild. Scarlet fever, from
the 2nd week in February up to the 2nd week in March
was a little above the average. During two weeks in the
middle of May scarlet fever was much above the average.
During the rest of the year the number of cases were fewer
than for the corresponding periods of the preceding five years.

DIPHTHERIA.

There were 205 cases of diphtheria notified, and of these
27 were fatal, giving a case mortality of 13%. Hence,
diphtheria was three times as fatal as scarlet fever. In the
majority of cases notified, the diagnosis has been confirmed
by a bacteriological investigation of the throat. The com-
paratively high mortality of these cases also shows that the
diagnosis was correct, and that but few cases of ordinary
inflammatory affections of the throat have been erroneously
described as diphtheritic. At the same time it is to be
specially noted that diphtheria was less prevalent than in
previous years.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Enteric or typhoid fever was generally below the normal,
save for a sharp sudden rise in the latter end of September.
There were 59 cases notified, of these 10 died, giving a case
mortality of 17.59,. Most of these cases had contracted the
malady from sources outside the Borough.
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MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH.

The only infectious diseases throughout the year which
tended to become epidemic were measles and whooping cough.
Neither of these diseases are notifiable, hence the only accurate
knowledge obtained with regard to them is the record of
deaths, and also the notices which the various school authorities
send regularly to the Health Office. Since there were 32
deaths from measles and 57 from whooping cough, and the
average case mortality 1s somewhere near 5%, it may be sur-
mised that there were over 600 cases of measles, and 1,100
of whooping cough.

THE HEALTHINESS OF ARTISANS’ DWELLINGS.

It has been advanced as an objection to the policy of
building, or encouraging the building of, Artisans’ Dwellings
in this district, by an eminent member of the Council, that the
death-rate of such dwellings is likely to be as high as in tenement
streets. Since this question is of more than local interest.
the writer has commenced the study of the question.

There are now a large number of artisans’ dwellings in
the district, some of them extremely defective in original plan
and unfortunately situated ; others like Wharncliffe Gardens
and eﬂ(},uem Street Buildings, on good sites, and in every way
excellent.

In the former case one would suspect that the objection
has some basis, but in the latter there is no reason for believing
that the conditions of housing are antagonistic to the highest
degree of health and longevity.

The buildings selected for the present purpose are Wharn-
cliffe Gardens, situated high up in the residential neighbourhood
of St. John’'s Wood, with ample light, pleasant views, and as
good an atmosphere as can be obtained within four miles of
Charing Cross, and a group of dwellings in Horace Street,
which are unfortunate in being in the midst of a crowded
locality and in point of planning and original construction
and also in the wage earning capacity of the tenants, and their
manner of living, somewhat different to Wharncliffe Gardens.

WHARNCLIFFE GARDENS.

The following figures have been supplied by the Superin-
tendent of Wharncliffe Gardens in respect to thejpopulation
of the dwellings :—






14
HORACE STREET DWELLINGS.

The Horace Street group of Artisans Dwellings are
composed of :—

Windsor Dwellings,
Osborne Dwellings,
Erin House,

St. George’s Dwellings,
St. Mary’s Dwellings,
St. Michael’s Dwellings.

The number of families inhabiting these dwellings is 87,
33 of these occupy I room, 52 occupy 2 rooms, and 2 more
than two rooms.

The population, as taken by Mr. Andrews, the Inspec-
tor for the District, within a few days of the last day of
the year was 355, 175 of whom were children.

The deaths during four years, 1900 to 1903 inclusive, were
as follows :—

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria

Influenza .. S 35 s i G

Phthisis and tubercular diseases & PG

Bronchitis and other chest affections

Premature birth

Heart disease

Accidents

Other diseases

SO = =D D R

|

TOTAL" . e

This 1s equal to a death-rate of 24.5 per thousand per
annum ; the death rate of the sub-district of St. Mary, in
which the buildings are situated, varying in the same years
from a minimum of 16 to a maximum of 19.

The diseases notified during the four years were as
follows : —

Small Pox .. I
Chicken Pox 1
Scarlet Fever 5
Diphtheria II
Erysipelas 5

SOTAL | i 23

This is equal to 16.1 per thousand of the population per
annum, the similar rate for St. Mary’s sub-district being for
the same period only #.4 per thousand.
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In discussing these remarkable figures it must be re-
membered the figures cover but a short period, the reason
for taking such a small period being that the returns for former
years have in the confusion of removing to the present offices
been mislaid. If a longer period had been taken it may be
that Wharncliffe Gardens would not have had so low, the
Horace Street Buildings so high, a rate.

[t must also be freely granted that Wharncliffe Gardens
population is a selected one, the old and the weakly obviously
do not exist there, and that the precise age constitution of
the two populations is unknown.

More than any other circumstance the * age constitu-
tion " influences death-rates.

If a thousand individuals are taken, mainly composed of
young persons from 1o to 15 years of age, a death-rate of
under 4 per thousand would be quite normal.

If on the other hand the thousand consisted of persons
of 65 and above, a death rate of 100 to 200 per thousand
would not require comment.

Still, making every allowance for a probable favourable
age constitution there is little doubt that Wharncliffe Gardens
has enjoyed an exceptional freedom from fatal disease, more
particularly, the rate for tubercular maladies is extremely low.
It will be observed that on the other hand the Gardens have

no means been immune from infectious diseases, the rate
being higher for zymotic sickness than that of the sub-district
in which the buildings are situated.

The Horace Street group of dwellings not only shows a
higher death-rate than the sub-district, but a much higher
zymotic sickness rate, and the figures for tuberculosis are high,
tubercular affections accounting for about onme-third of the
total mortality.

PRACTICAL SANITARY WORK, 1903.

A tabular statement is given of the work of each of the

Sanitary Inspectors at pages 34-35. Complaints of sanitary
defects were received and promptly attended to in 869 cases.

More than half the time of the Inspectors is taken up with
the supervision of new, or the investigation of defective drains.
An objection was raised by the County Council to the em-
ployment of Inspectors in the supervision of new drainage
works, a duty which they have performed for many years,
and for which their training and experience well qualifies thein
to fulfil, the ground of the objection was that the duties were
not specifically mentioned in the Local Government Order,



16

and therefore the County Council could not repay the halt of
the salaries while such duties were performed. Subsequent
correspondence with the Local Government Board showed how
purely technical the objection was, the Board having no
objection to the Inspectors acting as they have always done,
provided the Inspectors were pai% separately for such duties,
the separate payment to be borne wholly by the local authority.
Two of the Tnspectors, Mr. Richard Phillips and M.ss Frances
Baker, have special duties with regard to the Factory Acts
and the Public Conveniences. Their reports are as follows :—

Report of Mr. Phillips.

3, UPPER GLOUCESTER PLACE,
MARYLEBONE Roap, N.W.

. jﬂﬂ!ﬂf}', 1904-
The Medical Officer of Health.

Sir,—I beg to present to you a report of my work during
the year 1903 :—

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

There are in the Borough 127 registered workrooms which
are occupied exclusively by men. The principal trades engaged
in are Tailoring and Outfitting. These workshops have been
regularly inspected, and where necessary, insanitary con-
ditions have been remedied. Many cleansing orders have
been made, sanitary accommodation and drainage matters
attended to. All new workshops have been measured, and
registered in accordance with the Factory and Workshops

Act, 190I.
BAKEHOUSES.

There are at the present time g6 bakehouses in the Borough,
of this number 12 are overground, the remaining 84 are under-
ground, and in accordance with Section 101 of the Factory and
Workshops Act, 1go1, no underground bakehouse could be
used after the 1st January, 1go4, for baking unless it had been
certified by the Sanitary Authority. In consequence the
whole of these bakehouses have been inspected, and in most
cases a considerable amount of work has been carried out
under my supervision before the certificate was granted. In
77 cases certificates have been granted by the Sanitary
Authority. In the remaining 7 cases, no application has been
made for a certificate owing to the fact that the leases of the
premises expired very shortly, and the owners did not see
their way to expend money on the structural and other altera-
tions which were necessary. Consequently from the 1st
January, 1904, they will cease to be used as bakehouses.
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SMOKE NUISANCES.

The number of smoke nuisances detected or complained
of during the year is 13. All premises where nuisances have
occurred are vigilantly watched, but a recurrence of the nuisance
seldom takes place after an intimation of the nuisance has been

given.
TRADE NUISANCES.

Complaints of trade nuisances have been received, and
upon proof of the case, they have been abated in every instance.

UNDERGROUND CONVENIENCES.

I have supervised the work at the three underground
conveniences, and constantly inspected them both day and
night. Several repairs and alterations have been done;
I have found the premises well and cleanly kept, and am able
to report satisfactorily on the work done by the Attendants,
whose duties are chiefly arranged by me.

PUBLIC URINALS.

Since the last Annual Report, the 25 urinals situated in
the Borough above ground have been placed under the control
of the Public Health Department, and it is my duty to inspect
the same for cleanliness and repairs, which require a daily visit ;
also to supervise the men employed as flushers ; these I have
found attentive to their duties.

RESTAURANTS, DINING-ROOMS, AND COFFEE-
SHOPS.

I have inspected 163 restaurants, coffee-shops and dining-
rooms in the Borough, special attention being given to the
kitchens and all places where food is stored. The lavatory
accommodation has also had my attention. I found that 23
of the number required cleansing, and notices were served
with satisfactory results.

Appended is a statement of such of my work which admits

of less tabulation :(—
No. of visits.

Workshops, etc. .. e L - <« 506
Bakehouses 24 Sy S o .. 456
Restaurants, etc. i % ka i IR 1,
Smoky Nuisances . . o v 98
Underground Conveniences .. %ia v Daily

Public Urinals i s % «+  Daily
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
RICHARD . PHILLIPS,

Sentor Inspector,
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REPORT OF MISS BAKER.
PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,

January, 1904
To the Medical Officer of Health.
SIR,—I beg to present the report for the year ending

1903 :—
Number of workshops on the Register at end

of 1902 % oain i s : 1,801
Do. at end of 1903 .. s 2 2,164

New ones added during the year .. L% 337
Removals e i e o 1 197
Number of businesses represented . . e 1,770
Re-inspections made during the year M S

Of the new workshops added, 134 were received by
notification from the Home Office ; the remainder have been
discovered on my periodical visits.

The figures represent for the most part the trades of
dressmaking and millinery, which are steadily increasing
in numbers in spite of an already well filled district. The
necessary repairs and cleansing are carried out without much
delay, and only in a few cases has it been needful to watch any
tendency to overcrowding, which, however, is not repeated.

One of the chief points in visiting the workrooms in
the winter months is to give a reminder that the temperature
of the rooms must be kept at a reasonable height, a fact very
apt to be overlooked when the girls are busily engaged
during the colder weather, especially when the iron heaters
are much in use; for it is often imagined that these stoves
provide all the necessary heat.

The outworkers employed on this district have almost
doubled in number. They belong to the tailor’s trade
generally, and one observes a decided increase in the number
of aliens employed. As a rule this means the establishment
of more workshops, for it is seldom that a foreigner works alone
or with members of his own family only ; and in the ladies’
tailoring this is especially the case.

Number of Outworkers on the Register at end

of year 1go02 i % S oA B0y
Do. at end of year 1903 = w1 s
Removals from the district .. 25

Names received during year from firms within
district, received Februrary and August 1,734
Of which were transferred to other Boroughs 1,141
Received from other Boroughs e o 144
Re-inspections made during the year .. 423
35 Domestic Workshops in the district have also been
visited,
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NUISANCES ABATED.

These, which number 138, principally concern the cleansing
and repairing of the sanitary accommodation; next in
importance come the ventilation of gas iron-heaters, the
eleansing of cisterns and the lime washing of workrooms.
8 various complaints have been received, followed by
investigation, which in a few cases has proved there was no
ground for complaint.

UNDERGROUND CONVENIENCES.

The women’s conveniences have been regularly and
frequently inspected both week-days and Sundays. They have
always been found clean and well looked after. Having the
supervision of the Attendants also I can report that they are
civil in their manners and attentive to their duties. The recent
adoption of special By-laws has assisted in keeping for the
public generally better cleanliness and order in the lavatories.

There are also several miscellaneous details of this
department which have been attended to, which it is impossible
to present in tabulated form.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
FRANCES A. BAKER

Inspector.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACTS.

No new scheme was carried through during the year.
The opening of Queen Street Buildings and the commencement
of clearing the Nightingale Street site, both on the Portman
estate, mark however, progress with regard to the future of
the district.

Devonshire Place still remains to swell the death-rate
of the Christ Church District. During the latter part of the
year the members of the Housing Committee took a tour of
inspection over the Burne Street area, and witnessed the
squalor of some of the dwellings in that area, but neither of
these schemes have made progress.

In the meantime extensive changes are being brought
about by the natural falling-in of long leases. This is
particularly the case in St. John’s Wood, where a number of
the Howard de Walden leases have expired. In that district
a large block of artisans dwellings will be erected, in the highl
residential district of Grove End Road, a site, so far as healt}}‘:
is concerned, quite unexceptionable. If no new scheme has
been reported under the Act advantage has been taken of its
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THE SHELTER.

The Shelter, Grove Road, is practically a private house.
It was, indeed, once the residence of the Surveyor, and has
been plainly but comfortably furnished for the temporary
housing of persons displaced from one or two roomed
tenements during the operation of disinfection.

Hence the number of times it is used varies according
to the greater or less prevalence of infectious disease. 1903
was a year in which there was no considerable amount of
notifiable maladies, hence it was only used 20 times,
accommodating for various periods 15 adults and 15 children.

Day or Hours

1903. of Disease. No. of Persons.
Occupation.
Jan. 3rd e .+ 4 hours .. Catarrh, weak 1 adult.
ness*

April sth, 6th, 7th .. 50 hours .. Scarlet Fever 2 adults.
Mg 11th, 1zth .+ 12 hours .. Diphtheria ..z adults, 3 children.
g y 16th, 17th, 18th 36 hours .. Skin Disease .. 2z adults.

ept, 20th. 3oth .. 24 hours .. Scarlet Fever.. 2z adults.
Oct. 19th .. .. 2 hounrs .. Scarlet Fever.. 2 adults,

Oct. 3oth .. .« 3 hours .. Puerperal Fever 2 adults.
Nov 2nd .. .. 12 hours .. Scarlet Fever.. 1 child.
Nov. 2nd, 3rd .. 24 hours .. Scarlet Fever.. 1 adult, 1 child.
Dec. 18th, 19th .. 24 hours .. Enteric Fever 1 adult, 4 children..
Dec. zoth, 21st .. 24 hours .. Enteric Fever 1 adult, 2 ‘children
Dec. 315t .. .+« 1 hour .. [Enteric Fever 1 child.

* The man was having one of the free baths when he was taken faint and received
into the Shelter until he was able to be moved elsewhere.

DISINFECTION.

Owing to the moderate amount of infectious disease
during 1903, disinfectant operations show a considerable
decrease to that of 1go2, as shown by the following comparative
table :—

List of Articles disinfected during 1902 1903
Beds e e g 619 410
Mattresses .. &5 - 647 569
Bolsters - s s 500 580
Pillows X, e .. 1,585 1,333
Sheets s " .« 1,289 820
Blankets i e e 2,005 1,697
Other Articles 1 R 7 3,078

The Vans were used 617 times in 1902 ; 615 times in 1go03.
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CLERICAL WORK OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENT.

Mr. H. E. Curtis and Mr. W. J. Howe continue to perform
the clerical work of the department in a most efficient and
creditable manner. Hodges, junior, has also assisted in this
and various other ways. The work tends to increase year by

ear because fresh Acts of Parliament impose fresh duties,

esides which a large amount of work is entailed in answering
communications from other local authorities. Long and
elaborate lists of questions on almost every conceivable
sanitary subject pour in weekly from not only the Metropolitan
local bodies but also from provincial towns, some of them quite
remote. So far as possible these questions are answered,
but to collate the information consumes much time. Onlya
portion of the clerical work admits of tabulation. The
following statement may, however, give some idea of what has
been done during 1903 :—

REGISTER OF CLERICAL WORK.

1903
Number of Notifications of Infectious Disease, &
entered in Register, cﬂliifd and sent to the
Metropolitan Asylums Board and Schools,
receipt acknowledged and filed .. IR
Number of complaints of Nuisances received,
entered in Nuisance Register and filed .. 755
Number of Letters despatched from the De-
partment .. . . 2,007
Number of Council Orders issued .. 178

Number of Meetings of Public Health Com-
mittee prepared for, attended, and Minutes
drafted i 23

Number of Meetings of Public Health Sub-
Committee prepared for, attended, and

Minutes drafted and written .. & 58
Bakehouses,  Certificates  granted and

despatched g ' o
Plans Registered and apprﬂved b}f Public

Health Committee M 333

THE SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

" As usual a large number of samples have been analysed
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts. It is however,
surprising how few have been found to be adulterated. The
recent legislation with regard to the standardisation of milk
and butter has acted beneficially. It is true that with regard
to most articles for which a legal limit of quality is provided,
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it is open to the vendor to reduce the article down to the legal
limit and he can do so with impunity. In the writer's ex-
perience this is rarely done, the majority of persons finding in
the long run that it pays better to sﬁlll an article of good quality
than obtain a high profit for a short time and subsequently
lose business.

221 samples of milk were analysed ; a good percentage of
these were taken on Sundays in the streets from itinerant
barrows, yet with the exception of three, they were all up
to standard, and most of them of quite high quality.

Spirits have a statutory limit, the limit being an alcoholic
strength of 35degrees under proof for gin ; 25 degrees under proof
for the stronger spirits. 15 samples of gin were analysed, 67
of whisky, rum and brandy. The mean strength of the
stronger spirits was 19 degrees under proof, while a sample of
whisky and one of brandy was as strong as 4 degrees below
proof. One sample of whisky was slightly-below 25 degrees,
and two samples of rum had been diluted just under the limit.
Most of the gins were 32 degrees under proof.

A careful search for arsenic has been made in most of the
samples submitted ; it has now been proved that small quanti-
ties of arsenic may be discovered with the improved processes
available in a number of articles of food ; for instance herrings,
eggs, tinned tomatoes and substances which have no relation-
ship to arsenical sulphuric acid, the cause of the mass poisoning
in 1goo in the Midlands contain traces of arsenic. The writer
has found small traces of arsenic in a few of the articles

enumerated in Table II.

In 11 samples of common salt, 8 were arsenic free, but
3 of the samples contained arsenic in the feeble proportion of
.0024 grain per pound. The Commission on arsenical poisoning
recommend that the limit of arsenical impurity should be one
hundredth of a grain per 1b. for solid foods, and one hundredth
of a grain per gallon as regards liquids such as beer.

The interest of finding arsenic in salt lies in the fact that
it is used as a preservative for various meats and enters so
largely into most articles of diet.

SANITARY LEGISLATION, 1903.

There was but little amendment or extension of the existing
Sanitary Law during the year, with the exception of the Housing
of the Working Classes Act, which is considerably and
beneficially amended by the Housing of the Working Classes
Act, 1903. .
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The Secretary of State issued his Order during the year
making detailed regulations respecting the maintenance and
use of crematoria, and an important Order with regard to
the Sanitary Conveniences in Factories and Workshops
(e<tra, metropolitan) was also issued.

The Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1903, Section 1,
extends the period for the repayment of loans from 60 to 8o
years. In connection with this the Local Government Board
state in their circular letter on the new Act (September 22nd,
1903), that they propose i- future as a general rule to allow
the full term of 80 years for the repayment of money borrowed
for the purchase of freehold land, and 6o years for the repay-
ment of money borrowed for the erection of buildings under
the Housing Acts.

Section 3 imposes the obligation on Local Authorities.
Companies, or other persons acquiring land under the Housin
Acts on which there are working men’s dwellings, uccupieg
by 30 or more persons belonging to the working classes, not
to enter on such dwellings until the Board have either
approved of a housing scheme or decided that a scheme is
not necessary. The same section applies a schedule which
sets out in considerable detail, various provisions in relation
to the making, enforcement and modification of such schemes.

Section 4 enables the Local Government Board to order
a scheme to be made ; in case of failure to make such scheme,
the order may be enforced by mandamus.

Subsequent sections considerably simplify the procedure
of Eutting the Act into force, and in particular enables a
confirming Order of the Board to be effective in certain cases

without confirmation by Parliament.

Section 8 amends the law with regard to Closing Orders.
Under the old Act notice had first to be given to place the
premises in repair. In many cases it was well known that the
notice would not be complied with. For example, a requisition
to repair extensively a dilapidated house within six months
of the termination of a lease is seldom obeyed. The Act now
gives power, in cases in which the Local Authority thinks a
notice cannot or will not be obeyed, to apply to a magistrate
and take out a summons for a closing order without giving
the preliminary ;notice.

When houses are demolished under the Act, and the sale
of the materials fails to cover the cost of the demolition the
balance can be recovered from the owner asa civildebt (sec-

tion g).
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Section 10 gives a more speedy and efficacious way of
recovery of possession of a house in respect of which a closing

order has been made.

New powers are given under Section 11 empowering the
Council  if they supply lodging houses, or if they supply
housing accommodation, to provide and maintain in connection
with such accommodation, shops, recreation grounds or other
buildings or land, which, in the opinion of the Board might
serve a beneficial purpose. An authority might, for instance
build a block of artisan’s dwellings, with shops underneath,
or provide in connection with artisan’s dwellings a plot of
ground for use as a play-ground for children or as a drying
ground for laundry purposes.

Section 12 renders it impossible for landlords and tenants
to agree to contract themselves out of the provisions of the
principal Act, which enacts a condition is implied in letting a
house or part of a house for habitation by the working classes
that such house is at the commencement of the %mlding,
fit for human habitation.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION IN FACTORIES
AND WORKSHOPS.

The Secretary of State has issued an order under Section
g of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Ed. VIIL c. 22),
determining what is suitable and sufficient accommodation
for persons in each sex in Factories and Workshops.

The Order prescribes one sanitary convenience for every
25 males, and the same proportion for females, but there are
provisions under which a less proportion is allowed in places
employing oo or more male workers.

The Order does not apply to the Metropolis, but obviously
it may be taken as a guide, the more especially as the order
agrees with the general practice of the Metropolitan Sanitary
Authorities. For many years it has been considered that
with regard to workshops, insufficient sanitary accomodation
means a less proportion than one convenience to 25 workers,
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REGISTER OF SANITARY WORK
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TABLE I

SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE MORTALITY DURING THE FIVE WEEKS
ENDING JANUARY 3lsr, 1903, FROM CERTAIN CLASSES OF DISEASE
AND PROPORTION TO 1,000 DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES:—
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| D{E{;ﬂllﬁ | uft.hudl::nl;]!m! ::E?? %tf
1 to 1,000 | iR
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. : lJall.Sl, 1903, '
| PR o U | R el
1. Deaths from the chief Zymotic
IMEBABEE (o licis,inerinsvhnsabsnn 40 150 313 2:31
2, Pulmonary, other than Phthisis 74 , 278 ' 577 615
8, . Toberculir' cicvesesosisisssraa) 33 I 124 - 268 227
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NOTES,

1. Includes Smallpox, Measles, Scariet Fever, Diphtheria, Infiluenza, Whooping Cough,
Erysipelas, Croup, Fever, and Diarrhcea. :
8. Includes Phthisis, Scrofula, Rickets, and Tabes,

The Health of the District.

The rates for death and sickness during January have
been average rates. It is always a month of high mortality
mainly due to fatal chest affections.

‘There has not been a single case of small pox, and
other zymotic maladies have not been unduly prevalent.

Bakehouses.

An inspection of the 84 so called underground balke-
houses has been made, and the results will be reported to
the Public Health Committee at their next meeting.

The Cleansing of Persons Act.

During the month 406 males and 12 females took
advantage of the cleansing baths, and had their clothes
disinfected.

The Mortuary.

__This handsome building will be now lit by the electric
light, and also connected with the Telephone system. When
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these have been sanctioned. Some others remain which
are under the consideration of the Public Health Com-
mittee. A few of them, having but one or two years’ leases
to run, will probably lapse, extensive structural alterations
being required.

In all those certified the ventilation was found to be
good, the oven fires connected with long flues producing
sufficient *“ head ” to cause the outside air to press through
every crevice. It must, however, be observed that on
account of the cold draughts in bakehouses, the workers
almost invariably stop up ventilating openings. The owner
of a bakehouse may spend whatever money he pleases as
to ventilation ; he may carry up special flues, provide
electric fans, and what not—to only discover that all
appliances which can be easily got at have been bunged up
with sacking or other obstructions. The writer found one
particular bakehouse, which, of course, cannot under
present conditions, be recommended for a certificate, quite
exceptionally bad as regards ventilation. In this case the
bread and pastry is baked by gas. Rows upon rows of gas
burners heat various ovens, without any flue carrying off
the fumes. In the centre of the room is, however, a large
square ventilating shaft passing up through the roof. This
shaft was of course at the time of visit found stuffed up
by an old sack. Even after removal of the sack the carbonic
acid gas in the air was found to be 22 per 10,000 (ordinary
air being from 4 to 8 per 10,000). Besides this it contained
traces of the poisonous carbon monoxide gas.

Prosecution under the Public Health (London) Aect.

The considerable number of notices with regard to
sanitary matters have been obeyed withont trouble, save in
one instance. The occupier of 125, Great Portland Street,
was summoned before Mr. Plowden for placing an improper
receptacle on the kerb. The magistrate dismissed the
summons on the purely technical ground that no evidence
was before him that a notice had been hung on the street
lamps, in compliance with the Act. He, however, stated
that the Dust Inspector could take out a fresh summons if
he was prepared to produce such evidence.
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CURVE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CASES NOTIFIED WEEK BY WEEK OF
SCARLET FEVER, DIPHTHERIA, AND TYPHOID FEVER DURING 1903

JANUARY,

'MARCH. AFPRIL. MAY. JUNE. JULY. AUGUST. |SEPTEMBER. OCTOBER.

NOYEMBER. | DECEMBER.

Woaal.

10{ 11| 12| 18] 14{ 15| 16| 17|18 19! 90| 21| 22| 28| 24| 25} 26 |27 |26 |39 |30 |81 {32 |38 |34 | 35| 36| 37| 38|30 |40 |41 4243

¥
7

) ]
- i it
o G e = e, ]
[ od ¥ "]
ﬂ 7. X ’ﬂ X .
I F i | P )
Sare) Tk B3 Lo ¥ oy 73
i P % - wl =" " ~ - L - v
= e o s L3 B s Rl =
o, s b, T ol = s 7 kel == i i g = bi
= . s o8 0.0 e T )
¥ 4 3. o i 1 o Gl i gk s
x R e ine] ™ Gt T e TN VY x . x| a3 e 2
- -
NOTES: 7
Seariet Fever Diphtheria Typhoid Fever
.
fm o W mKm oo W=t Average of Searist Fever during 10 years ending 1902,
RO e L T = Dipliatserie £ 4 a

. Typhoid Fever
B s el T e .










18
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Measles.

An Order has recently been issued applying certain
sections of the Public Health (London) Act to * Measles.”
Hitherto, although it is well known to be a most infectious
malady, a child suffering from measles could be conveyed
in a public conveyance, or could be sent to school, or
exposed in any thoroughfare, and those in charge of the
sufferer would not be liable to any penalty under the
Sanitary Acts. Besides this disinfection would not be
compulsory. From April 1st this is altered, and the law
applicable to notifiable diseases will be applicable to
measles. On the other hand there is no notification as to
measles, nor 1s there any provision for Hospital accommo-
dation. Information of the prevalence of the malady is
only indirectly obtainable from the returns of school
attendance and the Registrar’s returns of deaths.

The deaths from measles in the whole of London
vary in different years from about 5 per 10,000 of all ages
up to a little more than 8 per 10,000. Since, however,
measles is essentially a disease of children it is better
studied in relation to the child population.

The deaths in 1901 in all London were equal to 37 per
10,000 children (under 5 years of age). St. Marylebone
curiously enough has suffered very little from fatal measles
in comparison with other London districts; in a useful
table compiled by the Medical Officer of Health for the
County, it is there shown that St. Marylebone, Paddington,
and Hampstead, have had a lower mortality from measles
than 25 other Metropolitan districts.

Measles varies much in virulence, and the relationship
between the number of cases and the number of deaths is
very different in different years. Probably for every 3
deaths at least 100 cases of sickness occur. In 1902 there
were 86 deaths from measles in the Borough, and this
would represent about 2,300 cases.

1902 was not an exceptional year as regards measles,
it may, therefore, be confidently stated that from 2,000 to
6,000 cases occur annually,
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Hence, if even the cases brought to notice incidentally
through the channels already meutioned have to be visited,
recorded, and the usual disinfecting operations put in force,
it is obvious the present staff will not be able to cope with
the work, It seems to the writer the best course would be
to adopt the system in force in most of the Boroughs, and
to relieve the present staff from the duty of disinfection,
aud appoint a special staff of disinfectors.

If Hospital accommodation for bad cases had been pro-
vided. and then notification of measles adopted, there is
little doubt much good would have been effected. Under
present conditions without facilities for isolation and with-
out notification, the results as regards controlling spread,
will not be commensurate with the considerable pecuniary
outlay involved.

Hence the wisdom of making the Order is open to
criticism, on the ground of its small utility—a half-hearted
measure, expensive in its incidence, partial in its appli-
cation and inefficacious to reduce the mortality or to
control the spread of the disease.

The Laboratory. Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

The usual large number of samples were analysed during
the March quarter. It is satisfactory to note that the dairy
produce, that is, milk and butter, was of good quality,
and in no single instance below the standards laid down by
the Board of Agriculture.

Two samples of Rum had been reduced slightly below
the statutory strength, and were certified accordingly.

The remainder of the 177 samples call for no special
notice. The complete list is tabulated at page 32.
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TABLE IL—TABLE OF POPULATION, BIRTHS, AND OF NEW CASES
OF INFECTIOUS SICKNESS, coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer
of Health, in the Sanitary District of ST. MARYLEBONE, during March,
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CURVE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CASES NOTIFIED WEEK BY WEEK OF
SCARLET FEVER, DIPHTHERIA., AND TYPHOID FEVER DURING 1903
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Health of the District.

The general death rate for April has been much lower
than usual. This is in the main owing to the very low
mortality from scarlet fever and diphtheria with other zymotic
diseases. The average mortality from infectious diseases
for April is a little over 2 per 1,000 of population, this,
during the past five weeks has fallen to ‘7 per 1,000.

The Shelter, Grove Road.

The Shelter has been re-papered, re-painted, the ceilings
white-washed, and the interior gemerally decorated. A
necessary work after the small pox epidemic, besides which
the place for some years has had nothing done to it save the
usual cleansing operations. Last year it was almost con-
tinuously occupied from January to the beginning of August,
by families turned out of their rooms temporarily to
enable the Officers to properly disinfect. Since August
up to the present, it has been used very little. Infectious
fevers generally having been but little prevalent.

The Baths, Grove Road.

The Cleansing Baths continue to be used and are doing
good work. It is gratifying to observe that the number of
females taking advantage of the cleansing facilities have
much increased, the returns for the month being :—

Males y 364
Females - 31

Total 395
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OF INFECTIOUS SICKNESS, coming to the knowledge of the
of Health, in the Sanitary District of ST. MARYLEBONE,
1903 ; classified according to DisEAsEs, AGES, AND LOCALITIES.
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Health of the District.

The weather of the four weeks has been favourable
to human life. The rate of deaths from chest affections
has been much below the average. Generally speaking.
with the exception of a short burst of scarlet fever and
diptheria during the second and third weeks, there has not
been so healthy a May for several years.

Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890.

- No. 6, Gees Court having been allowed to fall into a
deplorable state of dilapidation has been reported on under
the above Act, and a closing order obtained:

The writer regrets that there does not appear any
present likelihood of the whole Court being opened up as a
street improvement. There can be little doubt that if the
entrance at either end were widened, the Common Lodg-
ing Houses and tenement dwellings the Court contains
would be replaced by first-class business premises of high
rateable value, the increased assessment of which would go
far to pay the cost of such improvement.

Appeal to the London County Council as to the
interpretation of a Bye-law.

Under Section 39 (1) of the Public Health (London)
Act, a bye-law of the London County Council enacts, inter
alia, that “ Every person who shall hereafter construct a
watercloset in connection with a building shall con-
struct such watercloset in such a position that, in the
case of a watercloset, one of its sides at the least shall be
an external wall, which external wall shall abut imme-
diately upon the street or upon a yard or garden or open
space of not less than one hundred square feet of superficial
area measured horizontally at a point below the level of the
floor of such closet.”

Some new mansions in Glentworth Street have been
built with closets having external walls, which external
walls abut upon spaces of about 60 square feet, if the word
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““ abut ” is taken in its usual sense. The word is derived
from the French abouter, the primitive meaning of which is
“ to join end to end,” that is, strictly speaking, nothing can
be said “to abut” unless it is at right angles, or directly
opposite. The architect, however, contended that since the
60 square feet was continuous with a much larger open
space than the 60 immediately opposite the external wall,
the bye-law was complied with.

The Public Health Committee on viewing the premises
did not consider this contention valid, and deeclined to pass
the deposited plans.

An appeal was lodged with the County Council against
this decision, and the matter was argued.

The Appeal Committee of the London County Council
have decided that the appeal should be allowed; at the
same time the Chairman intimated that it was necessary to
alter the bye-law, and to prescribe a minimum width for the
space in question. An application by the Appellants for
costs was refused.

It is, therefore, quite obvious that since from this
decision there is, under the statute, no appeal, the bye-law
with regard to space, until a minimum width is prescribed,
is absolutely inoperative, for if in the construction of the word
“ abut” the Committee have adopted any principle at all,
that principle must be that any space which is horizontally
- continuous ‘“‘abuts;” in other words, with regard to an
isolated house, the front space abuts on the sides and back,
because the spaces are continuous— a manifest absurdity.
It is probably unfair to seek for logical prineiples, with regard
to the decision of a Court, of the constitution of the Appeal
Committee of the London County Council ; such a Court
naturally enough looks at all the surrounding circumstances ;
in this particular case, the buildings were up, and it would
have been a greater punishment to the owner than the
offence deserved to have to pull them down and rebuild.
On the other hand, the Public Health Committee of this
borough had absolutely no choice than to refuse to pass
plans which they conscientiously believed did not comply
with bye-laws in reference to new and important blocks of
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buildings, the more especially since it would have been easy
to have planned the structure in such a way that no
embarrassing questions could have arisen.

Bye-laws with regard to Basement Closets.

Under the same section of the Public Health (London)
Act, ther is a bye-law prohibiting the construction of a
watercloset below the surface of the ground. unless it has
an area or open space ‘‘ measuring at least forty superficial
feetin extent, and having a distance across of not less than
five feet, and not covered in otherwise than by a grating or
railing.”

This bye-law may be unobjectionable as applied to new
buildings, but it is unreasonable as applied to old and
existing buildings.

If carried out with strictness it would absolutely prevent
desirable improvements, such, for example, as the removal
of a watercloset from the centre of a dwelling to an area,
which, although not strictly complying with the bye-law,
would afford a more suitable and sanitary position.

In a recent case the London County Council complained
that a certain workshop had insufficient sanitary accom-
modation. The premises are so constructed that it is
impossible to comply with the Statute and with the bye-law.
The owner has given more accommodation ; accommodation
in compliance with the Statute, not in compliance with the
bye-law. The County Council now write complaining of the
local authority permitting the erection of the convenience.

The proposed new lavatory accommodation at the Town
Hall 1is absolutely in contravention of the bye-law in
question. No improvement in that direction is possible if
the bye-law is to be observed

The writer’s consistent advice to the local authority has
been that, in all such instances, the bye-law is mischievous
and should be ignored, and that an excellent case can be
made for defence on the ground of the bye-law being
unreasonable.
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Health of the District.

The health of the District continues to be excellent.
Both infectious diseases and pulmonary maladies are lower
than during any corresponding period during the past five
years.

Interpretation of By-laws.

With regard to the writer’s observations (Sanitary
Chronicles for May, 1903) as to the impossibility of enforc-
ing strictly certain by-laws of the London County Council
in old buildings, the more particularly in the central parts
of the Metropolis, the judgment of the Court of Appeal
in Pomeroy and another ». Malvern Urban District Council
(Zimes Law Report July 6th) deserve quotation. The
appellants had been convicted at the instance of the
Malvern Authority of a breach of a building by-law
under circumstances in which it was unreasonable to
enforce the by-law.

The Lord Chief Justice pointed out that it might in
certain cases be very hard to apply a by-law such as the
one in question in all its strictness.

Mr. Justice Channell, in concurring, said that by-laws
ought not to be criticised too adversely, but ought to be
left to persons to administer properly.” Tt was impossible
to make them to suit every case. That being so, one
was accustomed to assume that if a case occurred where
the by-law became wholly unreasonable, either the Locsl
Authority would be reasonable in taking proceedings, or.
if not, the magistrates would exercise the discretion, which
was given them by the Summary Jurisdiction Act of 1879,

School Closure on Account of Measles.

The Annual Report of Dr. Kerr, the Medical Officer of
the School Board for London, has just been issued, and
contains, among other things, a valuable investigation as to
Measles in reference to School closure, which will form a
guide to the practical dealing with the question in this and
other districts. Measles is a fatal disease of infant life, and
a great proportion of children suffer during the early
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years of their lives from an attack of measles, which makes
them immune from a second attack. An inquiry with
regard to the Woolwich Schools show how large a proportion
of infants attending school have thus been rendered immune.
It, therefore, appears common sense that if measles breaks
out in a school an inquiry should be made of the parents of
the children, and from the information thus obfained the
pupils be divided into two groups, the one of children which
have had measles, and therefore if exposed to infection are
not likely to suffer, the other group children who have
not had measles, and therefore constitute the combustible
material.

In the Infant School at Woolwich, which formed the
subject of investigation, seven classes showed varying
conditions of possible receptivity from 7 to 20 per cent. In
the most favourable class, for instance, out of 58 pupils, 54
were protected, 4 were not protected ; in the least favourable
class 42 were protected, 17 were unprotected. Under such
conditions it would seem wisest to simply prohibit the
unprotected children from coming to the school; thus
interfering but little with instruction and preventing the
necessity of school closure. The closing of schools is now a
more serious thing than formerly, since the Authorities
have, in the writer's opinion, most unwisely abolished the
grants paid under Article 101 to Schools closed by order of
a Sanitary Authority.

The Laboratory—Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

During the past three months there have been analysed,
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 152 samples of
food, drink, and drugs, a full list of which is printed on page
62 Table II.

Of the 152 samples, only two were found to be adulter-
ated. The two samples in question were samples of milk :

Maria Horton, of 44, Richmond Street, was convicted
of selling milk diluted with at least 10 per cent. of water.
The defendant was fined 20s. with 12s. 6d. costs.

~ John Gowlett, of 113, Crawford Street, was fined £4
and 12s. 6d. costs for selling milk deficient to the extent of
16:7 per cent. of milk fat. The same vendor had been fined
for butter adulteration in March, 1902.
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Health of the District.

Once more the death-rate is so low as to be phe-
nomenal. The average death-rate for the month of July is
usually low, something abount 15 per thousand, but the past
July death-rate does not attain 11 per thousand. This is
mainly to be attributed to the favourable temperatures, to

the absence of diarrhoca and to the general decline of
infectious maladies.

Prosecution under the Housing of the Working
Classes Act.

Proceedings before the Magistrate have been com-
menced for the purpose of closing No. 11, Gees Court as
unfit for habitation. The owner, having undertaken to
clear the premises of the tenants and to execute as soon as

practicable the necessary works, the hearing of the
summons has been adjourned six weeks.

Housing of the Working Classes.

The fine series of Artisans’ Buildings, erected by Lord
Portman in Queen Street, is a most important advance in
the solution of the difficult problem of housing at reason-

able rates the classes which earn by their labour a
moderate weekly wage.,

The buildings consist of four blocks, and contain 176
tenements, as follows :(—

One-roomed tenements ... e
Two-roomed tenements ... N e
Three-roomed tenements ... i 895

There is one four-roomed tenement, the fourth room
being used as an office.
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The Health of the District during the Quarter.

The cool, damp, unsettled summer, however disagree”
able from the view of personal comfort, has been favour-
able to human life. Small-pox absent, scarlet fever below
the average, diphtheria and typhoid also below, save during
the last fortnight, diarrheea lower than for a long period,
and the general death-rate only 13:5 per cent.

Taking the decade 1893-1902 inclusive, diarrheea
accounted for 1,018 deaths, which averages about 102
per annum, the maximum of 180 being reached in 1899,
the minimum of 42 in 1894. This diarrhceal mortality as a
rule is restricted to the September quarter, and since the
diarrheeal deaths have been only 25 ; 1903 bids fair to be a

record year, and will probably show a figure below that of
1894,

Prosecutions under the Public Health Acts.

The occupier of stables in Montagu Mews North, was
fined £5 and costs for not removing periodically the
manure from Wyndham Mews.

The owner of 4, Harrow Street was summoned for
neglecting to obey a notice of the Sanitary Authority, but
the work being finished between the summons and the
hearing thereof, the summons was withdrawn.

The owner of 69, Upper Berkely Street was summoned
for failure to comply with a notice of the Sanitary
Authority. Ultimately, after more than one adjournment,
the summons was withdrawn on the work being done and
payment of solicitor’s costs.

The owner of 34, Great Barlow Street neglected to
redrain the premises. A magistrate’s order was obtained
to do the work in 28 days, and a penalty inflicted with
costs. The magistrate’s order was not obeyed nor was the
penalty or costs forthcoming ; a fresh summons was issued
for disobedience of the magistrate’s order ; this was heard
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on October 2nd, when the magistrate allowed the defendant
a further time of 6 weeks, The defendant was arrested on
leaving the Police Court and, at the present time, is said to
be in prison for non-payment of rates.

The owner of 18, Paddington Street was summoned
for letting kitchens illegally. The magistrate gave time for
the rooms to be vacated, stating that in default the full
penalty would be enforced. The order was obeyed.

Prosecution under the Housing of the Working
Classes Act.

The owner of No. 6, Gees Court was summoned under
the above Act, and a closing order obtained. Certain
tenants did not obey the order, hence it was necessary to
summon these tenants for disobedience of the magistrate’s
order. The premises are now closed.

The Laboratory—Sale of Food and Drugs Act.

150 samples of various foods and drugs (see Table
XII) have been examined, but not a single certificate
of adulteration has been given. A sample of coffee, it is
true, had a small admixture of chicory, and a sample of milk
might have been certified to contain some 2 per cent. of
water. There were, however, doubts in each case as to wilful
adulteration.

The present blank record is particularly satisfactory
with regard to dairy produce, as a great proportion of the
samples were collected in the streets on Sunday—a day
which used to be specially selected by a certain class of
milk-sellers for operating on the milk, believing that they
could do so with impunity.















TABLE VI.— T'4BLE
NEW CASES OF INFECTIOUS SICKNESS, coming to the
fenowledge of the Medieal Officer of Health, in the Sanitary District of
ST. MARYLEBONE, during August, 1903 ; classified according
to Diseases, Acrs, AND LOCALITIES,
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The week ending October 3lst was, like the previons four weeks—
wet. Minimum temperature, 39-2°; maximum, 58:0° ; mean, 52-8°, Winds,
3.W. Rain fell each day save one (1'19 inch). Sunshine 207 per cent.
Mean barometer 29-4 inches. 3

Hence no less than 24 out of 35 were days of rain, the rainfall in this
district reaching the total figure of 563 inches—a greater rainfall than has
been experienced within living memory during the corresponding period.

Births and Deaths.

During the five weeks ending October 31st there have been registered
261 births and 183 deaths These births and deaths are divided among the
tive sub-districts as set forth in Table IV,  Sixty of the deaths were

extra-parochial, as follow :—
St. Marylebone Infirmary, Notting Hill ..
Children’s Hospital, Paddington "
% Great Ormond Street
North-Eastern Children’s Hospital
Western Fever Hospital
North-Western Fever Hospital
St. Mary's Hospital
St. George's Hospital
St. Thomas’ Hospital .
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital .
University Hospital
Friedenheim
~ French Hospital . .
Hanwell Asylum
In the Btreets

Y SRR

s
-

The birth and death-rates, as deduced from the five weeks' statistics,
_ are as follows :—

All Souls, birth-rate 16-4; death-rate 126,
Rectory, birth-rate 23'0 death-rate 16-2.

St. Mary, birth-rate 17'8; death-rate 12.6.

Christ Church, birth-rate 21-8 ; death-rate 16-6.

St. John, birth-rate 23-9 ; death-rate 12-2,

The whole district, birth-rate 20-4; death-rate 14-3.
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Health of the District for October.

~ The death-rate is about the average. The ordinary
infectious diseases, as shown by the curve, have been
generally below the average.

_ A single case of modified extremely mild smallpox was
notified, under circumstances which are not favourable to its
farther extension.

Prosecution under the Public Health (London) Act.

The owner of Nos. 3 and 4, Wellington Place was
summoned for not obeying a notice requiring new drains
throughout the premises. The case was adjourned for
three weeks for the work to be done.

Housing of the Working Classes Act.

Bentinck Court and Williams Cottages are situated in
a rectangular court approached through an archway out of
Henry Street, St. John’s Wood, and also by a narrow
passage from Upper William Street. The number of houses
in Bentinck Court is 15, in Williams Cottages 4, the latter
used to be separated from the court by a partition, this,
however, became dilapidated, was destroyed by the occu-
pants and not re-constructed. All the houses are two-
roomed houses, and therefore each house is only large
enough for a single family. The long lease expired
about two years ago, a building contract for a lease
has been granted by the frecholders (the Howard de
Walden Estate) but no lease has been actually entered into.,
As usual, with tenement property, at the end of a lease,
the structure generally of these cottages has deteriorated
so that they are no longer fit for habitation. After waiting
for signs of closing the court and demolition of the
houses, the writer felt compelled to make an official
representation, and the Public Health Committee ordered
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summonses to be taken out for “closing orders.” Closing
orders were granted by Sir Albert de Rutzen, and in a short
time this picturesque but insanitary court will be a thing of

the past.

The Nightingale Street Scheme.

The greater portion of the Nightingale Street area has
now been cleared, the general plan of the buildings to he
erected is prepared, and the work of construction will
shortly be commenced. It may be well to state that the
action of Lord Portman is taken by virtue of a “ Provisional
Order,” which is as much an Act of Parliament as any one
of the general Statutes.

The chief powers and duties under this Order are as
follows :—* 5. The existing buildings constituting the
“ Improvement area shall be taken down and removed, and
“new dwellings upon the said lands or on some part
“ or parts thereof shall be erected by the Viscount Portman
“ as may be determined from time to time in that behalf by
*“ the (London County) Council, with the approval of one of
“ His Majesty’s Secretaries of State. The new dwellings
“ shall be constructed in such manner as to position, eleva-
“ tion, size, design, and extent of accommodation as the
“ (London County) Council, with such approval as aforesaid,
““ shall prescribe or approve, and to their satisfaction, so as
“ to afford in the aggregate suitable accommodation for not
“ less than five hundred and seventy-six persons of the
“ working classes.

“ Such dwellings shall be furnished with such water-
“ closets, sinks, water supply, and other proper sanitary
““ arrangements as the Council shall preseribe and to their
“ satisfaction. Such of the lands constituting the Improve-
“ ment area as shall not be required for the purpose of
¢ providing accommodation as aforesaid for five hundred
“ and seventy-six persons of the working classes may be
““ formed or laid out as an open space or recreation ground
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CURVE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CASES NOTIFIED WEEK BY WEEK OF
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The Health of the District during November.

The moderate temperature and for the most part clear
atmosphere of November, 1903, decreased the amount of
chest maladies materially and thus lowered the average
death rate. Small-pox still eontinues absent although
there have been cases in several other districts in the
Metropolitan area. The only zymotic disease that shows
an excess above the mean is diphtheria.

Prosecution under the Public Health Act.

The owner of 107, Princess Street, Edgware Road, was
summoned for neglecting to provide the house with a water
supply. The Magistrate made an order to close the premlses
with 23s. costs.

Housing of the Working Classes Act.

The writer has made a report under the Housing of the
Working Classes Act, with reference to No. 11, High Street,
St. John’s Wood, which has become so dilapidated as to be
unfit for human habitation. The Public Health Committee
ordered the necessary notices to be served. This house with
several others on the Howard de Walden Estate are to be

ulled down and no doubt improved premises will be
ultimately built in their place. For some reason or other,
however, the schemes are delayed in execution and the
condemned houses go from bad to worse. KEven the best
built houses after a few years require an annual expenditure
to maintain them in repair, much more houses of 70 and 100

years old.
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TABLE IIl. — TABLE OF POPULATION, BIRTHS, AND OF
NEW CASES OF INFECTIOUS SICKNESS, coming to the
knowledge of the Medical Oficer of Health, in the Sanitary Disirict of
ST. MARYLEBONE, during November, 1903 ; classified according
to DiseAsER, AGES, AND LOCALITIES.
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