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INFANT WELFARE WORK.

Although no new work has been undertaken in connection with infant welfare during
1932, a scheme has been approved by the Corporation, resulting in a very much improved
procedure and control at the Infant Welfare Centre, which isheld weekly at 5t. Bartholomew's
Hospital. This scheme, which came into operation on 1st January, 1933, provides for the
attendance of a medical officer and a qualified health visitor, who is also a trained and State
registered nurse and certified midwife. This latter officer is also responsible to me for the
whole of the infant welfare work in the City. There is ample evidence already that the
improved facilities are much appreciated by City mothers.

Supplies of milk and dried milk at cost price, or free, according to circumstances, have
been provided in accordance with the practice which has been in operation for some years.
Cod Liver Oil Emulsion is also given where its administration appears to be desirable.

In no case was home help necessary during 1932,

420 notifications of birth, including 22 still births, made in accordance with the require-
ments of the Notification of Births Act, were received. Of these, 52 referred to City mothers,
" and the balance were transferred to the appropriate authorities.

280 visits were made as a consequence of notifications received, and 490 special visits
were made in connection with infant welfare. Two visits were also made in respect of cases
coming within the scope of the Children Act, 1908, all in relation to nurse children. Two
verminous school children were notified under the London County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1904,

This does not, however, represent the number of births to 64 mothers, some of whom
were confined outside the City area. The actual number of births for which this Department
has to accept the responsibility of control will be found to be 65, and is referred to on page 8.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

The investigation into maternal deaths, which the Ministry of Health now require to
be conducted, has not called for any particular organisation in my Department. With the
small City resident population, few deaths in this category are reported. When such do
occur, the investigations are conducted by me. No cases were reported duning 1932.

It may be of interest to note that, from 1900 to 1932 inclusive, only 15 maternal deaths
have occurred among City residents.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

One hundred and four cases of notifiable infectious diseases were notified or reported
during the year 1932,

Notification of Chicken-pox.—In consequence of the presence of the mild type of small-pox
which has been more or less prevalent in London for the past few years, chicken-pox was
made notifiable in the City of London on the 17th March, 1930. The obligation has since
been extended and is still in operation, the latest extension carrying it to 17th day of March,
1933. Appropriate notice to interested parties was given, a copy of which is reproduced
in Appendix E of this Report.

Twenty-two of the cases reported were Diphtheria, compared with 14 in 1931. The
number of Scarlet Fever cases was 20, compared with 17 in 1931. There were 7 cases of
Erysipelas. Measles and German Measles are not notifiable diseases, but 14 cases of the
former illness were brought to my notice by medical practitioners and through the medium
of the school medical service. Twenty-five cases of Chicken-pox were notified, 3 of Acute
Primary Pneumonia, 2 of Typhoid Fever and 2 cases of suspected food poisoning. No
case of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was reported.

The percentage of cases removed to hospital for treatment continues to be satisfactory.

In each instance of notified disease a detailed examination is made of the sanitary condi-
tion of the premises where the case occurred and a summary of defects found by the District
Inspector is given on page 67.

In the following tables will be found particulars relating to cases of infectious disease,
and information as to the removal of patients to hospitals.
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CREMATION.

Pass the place where the stocks long stood open to the weather outside the gate ; trip
over the open granite stile, a simple device against the straying of cattle from the meadow ;
turn south from the appropriate door of the church, capturing or enriching the correct
spirit of entry to this acre from the legend beneath its sundial, * Sicwt Umbra’’ ; turn east,
past memorials to some of the most gracious and noble patricians who, from out their heredi-
tary store of noblesse oblige, ever helped their fellow-beings, until the boundary is reached.
And there, on your left, against the wall of old red sandstone greyed by lichen and green with
little black-stemmed ferns, lovers of a west aspect and the mists of the Western channel,
stands a slate slab. At Easter time, the primroses are in profuse and grateful response to
a want of any undue care of the turf at its foot—mounds make care difficult.

** Reader, pass on nor spend :,.-uur tlme
In readlng o'er this

What I am this humb stﬂne ensures,
And what [ was is no affair of yours."”

Looking away south again, a blue heaven meets earth and sea,

Less than 100 years have passed since the persons in whom this philosopher (also gunner
in the senior service) vested as care and property after death, laid him not so far south of
the church, in a place which is no longer commemorated by the slab. They may have
expected, with every right the circumstances of the place could afford—a scattered population
and a scene of utterest repose, that ages could not change the dispositions they had made.
Yet mounds sink in and tumbled tombstones are once more erected (if at all) by those rather
remote persons who reverently make " their * affairs ** ours.”

There are few persons in the London Metropolis to-day who can count on physical
remembrance at their place of repose over a space of one hundred years, under the process
of sepulture. The density of the population would necessitate too great a reservation of
space for each ultimate mere handful of dust ; and this dust is precisely of the same composi-
tion, under whatever agency it is brought to its final state. The conditions of change under
the customary method of sepulture are indescribable to a shocked laity ; they will not
be described here. Rather is attention drawn to a process of change not differing, except
in its utter purity and hastening of the final result, from that of earth-burial.

It would seem that our choice in the Metropolis—or, indeed, elsewhere—is that of
fouling the air and subsoil over large acreages situated in the midst of dwellings, in sepulture,
or immediate and unnoigome reduction to the same dust, in cremation.

If a few moments be given to thought, the position of cremation must stand as the more
thinkable, as it is the more unselfish though far-sighted procedure, with regard to those
we shall have honoured and shall still honour. -

A comparison of figures given in the following table indicates the steady progress which
is made in cremation. During last year, 6,315 cremations took place in the 24 crematoria
operating in Great Britain, This is the largest number recorded in any one year, and shows
an increase of more than 21 per cent. over 1931, by far the largest increase vet seen.

Comparing this figure with that of ten years ago, when the total was 2,009, an increase
of 200 per cent. on the 1922 total is shown. Yet this figure represents only a little more
than 1 per cent. of the total deaths, a percentage very much below that of certain Continental
countries. In Czecho-Slovakia, for instance, with a population of about one-third of that
of this country, and with only ten crematoria, 5,441 cremations took place during 1932,

Two new crematoria have been opened in Great Britain during the last year, and it
is hoped, with the growing request, facilities will be provided and will contribute
to an acceleration in the increase of cremation. The Corporation are doing what is possible
to forward this method of disposal of the dead. The interior of the Crematorium at Ilford
has recently been redecorated throughout, the seating accommodation enlarged and improved,
and important alterations efiected in the position of the catafalque. A portion of the cata-
combs has been altered to provide a columbarium for the storage of urns, and a special enclo-
sure provided adjacent to the Crematorium, in which ashes can be scattered if so desired.

During 1932, 158 people were cremated at Ilford, which is an increase of 46 per cent.
on the previous year's total, and is the largest in any one year since the opening in 1904,
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MEAT INSPECTIONS AT SLAUGHTERHOUSES,

The Sanitary Committee of the City Corporation gave very careful consideration,
during 1932, to the possibility of strengthening the existing powers of Local Authorities in
connection with the slaughtering of animals for human food and subsequent inspection
of the carcase. The general law relating to the inspection and destruction of unsound meat
is contained in Section 47 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, and under the powers
conferred by that Act, responsible officials may inspect and examine any article intended
for the food of man, and sold or exposed for sale, or deposited in any place for the purpose
of sale, or of preparation for sale, and if he finds it to be diseased, unsound, unwholesome
or unfit, he is required to take it before a justice, who in turn examines it, condemns it and
orders that it shall be destroved or so disposed of as to prevent it from being used for human
consumption, and the person to whom the same belongs at the time of sale or in whose
possession or on whose premises the same is found is liable to heavy penalties.

The City of London (Various Powers) Act, 1911, gave further powers to the Corporation,
rendering any person sending, consigning or delivering, or causing to be sent, consigned
or delivered, such meat, liable to similar penalties.

The question with regard to actual slaughtering of animals for sale for human consump-
tion is dealt with by the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924. Under these Regulations,
except where the slaughter takes place in a slaughterhouse under the management of
a local authority, a person may not slaughter an animal for sale for human consumption
unless he has, at least three hours before the time of slaughter, notified the local authority
of the district in which the place of slaughter is situated. Where, however, it is the regular
practice in any slanghterhouse to slaughter animals at fixed times on fixed days, and written
notice of this practice has been given, special notice is not required in respect of any animal
slaughtered in accordance with such practice.

The Regulations also deal with emergency slaughter, and they further require the
person by, or on whose behalf, an animal is slaughtered, forthwith to notify the local authority
where it appears that any part of the carcase or internal organs is or may be diseased. The
carcase of such animal and certain internal organs may not be removed until after inspection
or until its removal has been authorised. This regulation, however, does not apply in the
case of sheep or any animal in respect of whose slaughter special notice is not required to
be given, unless some part of the carcase or organs appears to be diseased or unsound.
The Regulations, however, authorise removal at the expiration of three hours from the
time of slaughter or six hours from the delivery of any notice in relation thereto, whichever
is the later, The Regulations are so framed as to make it difficult for the slaughterman
or the person on whose behalf the diseased animal was slanghtered to explain how any meat
which is seized or surrendered on deposit for sale on account of obvious disease or unsoundness
was despatched without the inspection of the local authority at the place of slaughter,
and the slaughterman is expected to know in general the appearance of a carcase and offal
which is sound and free from disease.

The evidence obtained as a result of investigation in the seizures in Smithfield Market
may show either (1) that the local authority has provided insufficient inspection, or (2) as
it more often happens, that evasion has been attempted.

In all the circumstances, the present Regulations have certainly been effective in securing
a general improvement in meat inspection conditions. Their limitation, however, at present
lies in the paucity of competent meat inspectors, and in the disinclination of local authorities
to increase the burden of local taxation by the appointment of such additional inspectors
as will be necessary to ensure that every carcase slanghtered in their area is seen before
dispatch to market.

The obvious and complete solution of the whole question seems to be in the provision
of centralised lairages and abattoirs, where sufficient inspection would be a much more
simple matter. The closing of scattered slaughterhouses would then not be the impossible
task that it is at present. Advocacy of this, however, the City Corporation quite recognises,
is untimely at the present moment, but when, at some future date, circumstances permit,
appropriate steps will doubtless be taken to further the improvement of meat inspection
this indicates.
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RAT REPRESSION.

Rat repression work in the City has been carried on during 1932 by the Sanitary Inspectors.
In the interests of economy the position of City Rat Officer, rendered vacant by the death
of Mr. J. W. Mayne, in 1931, has not yet been filled, and it has consequently not been possible
to devote as much attention to rat problems as one might wish.

Rat infestation of premises, when brought to my notice, has, of course, been dealt with
without delay, and no urgent problems have been neglected. I think that one of the reasons
for the large number of complaints that we continue to receive is the many empty premises
in the City, some of which undoubtedly afford nesting and breeding places from which
the rats forage at night for food.

The tables set out on page 79 indicate the number of investigations made, and the
details of the work carried out under the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. From this
summary, it will be seen that 86 buildings, occupied by 124 firms, were inspected, and that
110 of these occupancies were found to be rat-infested. One or other of the rat-catchers
working in the City was engaged by cight firms. Poisons were laid down in 53 cases, varnish
traps were used in 29 cases, break-backs, wire, and other traps in 118 cases. Eight firms
kept cats or dogs on the premises. In all, 86 complaints or applications for advice have
been received. Rat-proofing was put into operation in 159 instances. This is the most
important means of dealing with the rat problem in an area such as the City. When this
is carried out in combination with elimination of hiding places, invariably marked improve-
ment is experienced. It is not, however, possible, even with the most expensive or efficient
methods of proofing, to exclude rodents from the buildings, ingress to which they obtain
as opportunity occurs through open doors and windows,

One of the difficulties experienced in connection with rat-proofing which so often involves
structural alterations, is the fact that the duty of disinfesting premises devolves upon the
occupiers, who are often loath to spend the necessary money. The owner might reasonably
be expected to deal with the structure in the matter, but is not legally responsible.

It is not possible to report even approximately the total number of rats killed. Messrs,
William Dalton & Sons, one of the firms principally engaged in this work in the City, inform
me that they killed 16,586 rats in the City during 1932.

The substitution of old buildings by modern structures, and the constant attention to
drainage and sewage work, have probably resulted in a decrease in the rat population,
So far as palliative measures are concerned, we have continued to obtain very satisfactory
results from the Varnish Trap.

The following figures have been supplied to me by the City Engineer :—

Brick sewers reconstructed S T SRR R S A o

Brick sewers constructed ...
Brick sewers in course of reconstruction (1st Jan., 1933) .. .

=

il
2

=

Dizused sewers filled in and abolished 7
Brick sewers reinverted, pointed and repaired ... a0
Pipe sewers reconstructed ... ... .. .. .. 1
Miscellaneous repairs to sewers, drains, etc. ... ]
House drains constructed in connection with new buildings ... 16
Drains of existing buildings reconstructed : 18
House drains reconstructed in connection with the reconstruction and rein-
verting of certain sewers ... s ML
Gulley drains constructed and reconstructed in connection with the recon-
struction and reinverting of certain sewers e il
New gullies and drains constructed 4
Gulley drains reconstructed v G
House and gulley drains repaired.... .. .. .. .. .. .. 198
Disused drains bricked up.... SR [
Rats killed by sewer foreman and his men ., win L ART

One cwt. of poison was used in the sewers during the year, and subsequently 105 dead
rats were found. A larger number of dead rats were doubtless carried away by the flow
of water.

The number of drainage reconstructions carried out under the supervision of inspectors
of this Department is set out on page 79.

























































