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annual proportion of births for the last ten years,
has been 3,295, the deaths 2,955, and the marriages
1,698.

And with respect to the marriages, it is re-
markable that while the number in the Eastern
division of the City has declined from an average of
549 in the year to 510, and that in the Western
from 554 to 421, the proportion in the City proper
has advanced' from -595 to 644. The explanation
of this is not apparent ; but it may be said that the
number of marriages in the City during the year
has been in the proportion of 12-3 per 1,000 of the
population in the first-named district, 15-7 in the
second, and 139 in the third—making a general
average of 13'8 for the whole City. This is but
little below the common proportion (14) for the
last ten years; but it is.a good deal below the pro-
portion (16-6) for the whole of England; although
it should not be, considering the large excess of
marriageable persons in the City population.

The birth-rate also has declined from a general
average of 27 per 1,000 of the population to 24'3
—the numbers for the several districts of the
City being 28-3 for the Eastern Union, instead of
32:9; 278 for the Western, instead of 28'4: and
18:6 for the Central or City Union, instead of 212,
In the rest of London the birth-rate is about 34
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per 1,000 of the population, and in all England it
is nearly 35 per 1,000. The birth-rate in the City,
therefore, during the last year, has not only been far
below the normal proportion for the country gene-
rally, but it has also been below its own proportion.

The distribution of the 2,900 deaths for the year
has been as follows:—1,094 were in the Eastern
district, 795 in the Western, and 1,011 in the
Central. These are in the proportion of 265
per 1,000 of the population of the first-named
district, 29-7 of the second, and 217 of the third
—making together a mean proportion of 25°3 for the
whole City. In the preceding ten years the average
annual mortality in the City has been only 24-2
per 1,000, and in the several unions it has ranged
from 20 per 1,000 to nearly 28. In all England
the proportion is but 221 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion, and in the districts of the chief towns it is
243 But last year was unusually unhealthy, for
the mortality in the whole of England rose from
an average of 22 per 1,000 to 23'5; and in the
~ winter quarter of the year it reached to nearly 28

per 1,000—that of the chief towns being 297, and
of the Metropolis, 30-9. “Seldom, indeed,” said
the Registrar-General, in his comments on this
fact, *“ has a winter been more fatal.”

Taking a retrospect of the past, I find that in
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severe, year by year; and it is probably the result
of that intensity of mental labour which the grow-
ing activity of commerce demands. Among the
females at those ages, the death-rate is not remark-
ably excessive, for it ranges from 37 per 1,000 at
the first period to 80 at the last—the averages for
England and France being about 28 and 60.

With respect to the causes of death, there has
been a slight increase in the mortality from phthisis,
and a decrease in that from tabes and hydroce-
phalus. Inflammatory affections of the lungs have
also declined from a general average of 503 in the
year to 452 ; and with regard to the zymotic class
of disease, although they have advanced from 624
to 612, yet some of them, as continued fever,
whooping-cough, and the diarrhcea of adults, have
been less severe than usual, while scarlet-fever,
measles, and the diarrhcea of children have been
more than commonly fatal ; and here I may remark
that the chief increase in the mortality from phthisis
has been in the winter quarter, that of measles in
spring and summer, that of infantile diarrhcea in
summer, and that of scarlet-fever in autumn. Look-
ing at the principal facts on record during the last
ten years, it would seem that these diseases are more
prevalent and fatal at certain seasons of the year
than at others. Thus, the largest mortality from
phthisis and hydrocephalus is during the cold and
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pallid look of the child, and in the sickly condition
of the parent, and in the longing for artificial
- stimulants, How to improve this, and to make
the homes of the poor consistent with physical and
moral wellbeing is one of the most serious ques-
tions of the day. Already, in the course of the last
twenty years, much has been done for the improve-
ment of the dwellings of the industrial classes; and
the efforts of many societies, as the Labourers’
Friend Society, the Metropolitan Association, the
Marylebone Association, the Parochial Association,
the Strand Building Company, the Improved Indus-
trial Dwellings Company, as well as the labours of
the late Prince Consort, Lord Shaftesbury, Lord
Kinnaird, Miss Burdett Coutts, Mr, Barry, Mr.New-
son, Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Hilliard, and more recently
those of Mr. Alderman Waterlow, the Trustees of
the Peabody Gift, and the Corporation of London,
have been devoted either to the improvement of
existing houses occupied by the industrial poor,
or in the construction of model dwellings, with
every appliance for health and convenience. But
although about 2,500 tenements have, in this
way, been provided, capable of accommodating as
many families, and also nearly 1,000 lodgings for
single men, yet the result is insignificant in com-
parison with the work which is yet to be done.
Besides which, the houses in question are only
suited for the better and the decent class of arti-
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sans ; they are not fitted for the accommodation of
the very poorest of unskilled labourers. And here
there is work of no ordinary difficulty for the phi-
lanthropist ; for at present the denizens of the
worst districts of the City are so little accustomed
to the comforts of a decent home, that their habits
are but little removed from those of the untutored
savage, and all our efforts at sanitary improvement
are frustrated by ignorance and -carelessness.
Every sanitary appliance is abused, water butts and
cisterns are broken, pipes and taps stolen, drains
purposely stopped up, closets intentionally fouled,
and the dust and refuse of the house cast into
every out of the way corner. It is, indeed, almost
impossible to deal with this condition of things ;
and there is little or no hope for any perma-
nent improvement, until there is an education of
this class of tenantry, to a better use of sanitary
appliances; and this can only be done through the
example of better homes and more considerate
landlords. ‘

The sickness returns among the poor have not
been so numerous as usual during the year. Alto-
gether, there have been 10,187 cases of illness
attended by the medical officers of the City unions,
the average number per annum for the last four
years being 11,486. The most important ailments
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last six years, that there are periods of many
months duration in every year when, from the eva- .
poration of the water and the small supply from
above, the flow of the stream is not downwards,
but upwards; and that at such times the sewage
discharged into the river, even so low down as the
present out-falls, will flow upwards to a distance
far above the City bridges. If at these times the
temperature of the water rises above 66 degrees
Fahr. and the rain-fall is less than usual, the river
will undoubtedly become oftensive, unless some
means are taken for the defecation of the sewage
before it is discharged into the river at the new
out-falls. I have brought this under your notice
on several occasions, because 1 believe it to be a
matter of very great public importance.

The last point to which I would direct your
attention is, that during the year there have been
7,429 inspections of houses for sanitary purposes,
and 3,301 visits to the common Lodging-houses
of the City. These have resulted in the issuing
of 3,091 orders for sanitary improvement. And
with regard to the inspections of the Markets
and Slaughter-houses, the officers have condemned
229,180 lbs., or upwards of 102 tons of meat as
unfit for human food; and of this quantity
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96,779 lbs. were diseased, and 43,497 lbs. were
from animals that had died from natural causes.
The quantity of meat condemned during the
last year is greatly in excess of that of former
years, the average quantity being but 154,003 lbs.
yearly ; and this excess is chiefly in the proportion
of meat from animals that have died of disease.
The amount of this kind of meat has been nearly
doubled during the year; and it indicates the
necessity for the severest treatment of those who
have consigned such meat to the City Markets.
In the course of the year there have been twenty
legal prosecutions and convictions of such offenders,
namely, nine at the Old Bailey, and eleven before
the Justices at Guildhall and the Mansion-house ;
and the penalty has ranged from a fine of ten shil-
lings and costs, to fifty pounds and twelve months
imprisonment.

Besides the meat thus condemned in the City
Markets, there have also been condemned at Billings-
gate by the Meters of the Fishmonger's Company,
upwards of 774,000 fish, chiefly whiting, plaice,
herrings, haddocks, gurnets, dabs and dace; and
1,264 lbs. of eels, 9,572 gallons of shrimps, and
120 bushels of whelks and winkles; all of which

have been destroyed.
c 2




































