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TWENTIETH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL. OFFICER OF HEALTH,
Being the Reporl for the Fear 1875.
—=piipelperfiinliiim—

TO THE VESTRYMEN OF ST. PANCRAS.

GENTLEMEN,

During the year 1875, the number of births registered
in the Parish of St. Pancras was 8,010, and of deaths, 5,416, uct-
ing the deaths of non-parishioners in publie institutions, and makin
due allowance for the deaths of parishioners in hospitals, the mrrentcg
number of deaths was 5,401,

The births were exactly the same in number as in the preceding
year 1874,

The deaths in 1875, exceeded those of 1874, by 419.

In April, 1871, when the last census was taken, the actual popula-
tion of St. Pancras was 221,465, During the preceding ten years the
average annual rate of increase of population was 1'1 per cent. As-
suming that the pﬁfulntiun had continued to progress at the same rate,
the estimated population in the middle of the ycar 1875, was 232,000,
But since, year by year, during the decade 1861-71, the rate of
inerease of our local population was continually decreasing, the above
estimate of population 1n 1875 is doubtless too high, and in my tables
and ealeulations I have taken 231,000 as the population in the middle
of the year under review. Iven this estimate is perhaps too high ; for
the fact that during the last three years the births have been station-
ary (vide Table 1.) points to a non-inereasing population, It is henee
highly probable that my caleulations as to mortality rates are too low

The annual rate of mortality in 1875 was 2338 per 1,000 persons
living, and this is exactly the average of the rates during the preceding
ten Ieam The rate of mortality was 1-63 per 1,000 higher than in
1874,



Table II. shows that the mortality in 1875 was groater among
infants and young children, and I may add that the mortality was
also greater among edults, than in 1874,

Table IIT. tabulates the deaths from various diseases, and specifies
the ages of the persons deceased. In this table the deaths in hospitals
are excluded. e

In Table IV, the deaths from various diseases are classified ; and
the most important classes of diseases are exhibited in various forms,
so as to shew not only gross numbers, but also the ratio of deaths from
these diseases to the population, and to the total deaths.

Table V. exhibits at a glance the deaths from the seven prineipal
zymotic diseases in 1873, and compares the deaths not only with the
mortality from these discases in the Metropolis during the same year,
but also with our local mortality durin tEe preceding ten years, It
will be noted that in 1875, the  deaths from the princi zymotic
Ciseases were a little below the metropolitan rate, and also a little
below the average local rate from these Jﬁen&ea.

The death rate of the Metropolis was 237, or 03 per 1,000 higher
than in St. Pancras. If the death rate in this Parish be com red,
however, with that of the North Registration Districts, of which it is
a part, the comparison is by no means so favourable ; for in these dis-
tricts the annual rate of mortality was 223 only, or 10 per 1000 lower
than in St. Pancras,

Table VI., shows the amount of work carried out by the Inspectors
under my supervision,

Tables VII. and VIII. furnished by the Vaceination Officer, show
that in not 2 per cent. of the mgiaterer{ births is there no return as to
vaccination ; and that 89 per cent. of the children born in the Parish
were cith:a]r successfully vaccinated in the Parish or died before being
vaccinated,

SMALL POX,

Three cases only of this disease terminated fatally ; and the disease
was but little prevalent. There were several eases of so called chicken-
pox in a rather severe form, some of which I have little doubt were
really eases of small pox modified by vaccination.

MEASLES

were very 1pﬂa‘ri'::ltelrl'l:, being largely disseminated through schools,
Happily only 82 cascs terminated :fatallg', which is perhaps a very
c

small per centage of the total number of cases of illness from this
disease,



SCARLET FEVER

The prevailing epidemie of this disease rapidly increased in severily
as the year advanced, and caused 220 deaths,” The severity of the
epidemic made large demands on the time and energies of your officers.
Scarlet Fever was more fatal than in any year since 1870,

DIPHTHERIA

was more fatal than in any of the preceding ten years, It caused
55 deaths,

HOOPING COUGH

told with great severity upon weakly children, of whom 232 sue-
cumbed. This diseaseis so eminently contagious, and our means of
preventing its extensions in the earlier stages so inadequate, that when
once a few cases get imported into a district, the disease is certain
to spread spite of all precautions,

FEVER.,

I am happy to state that the Parish was never in my experience, so
free from tyghus and typhoid (enteric) fever: and the mortality E&iﬂ)
from these diseases was only half that of the average of the preceding
ten years,

DIARRH(EA

was also distinetly less fatal than usual, the deaths bein? 23 per cent,

below the average rate of the preceding ten years, and lower than in
any one of those years,

The large demands made upon the energies of your officers by the
existence of so much preventible disease, by the necessity of periodical
inspection of the worst portions of the Parish under the Sanitary Act,
1866, and by a resolution of the Vestry, asking for information with
a view to proceedings under a Statute of the last Session of Parliament
resulted in temporary embarrassment; and the obvious inability of
one of your then Inspectors to deal with his district induced me to
represent to the Vestry the need which existed for a more extended
staff. Iam ]]IIP].?' to state that the extension of the staff, and the
re-arrangement of duties which eventually resulted, is, I believe, al-
ready bearing good fruit; and I hope to be able to secure a more
thorough and frequent periodical inspection of the Parish than
heretofore,

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,

A great improvement is observable in these places. Tt has rarely
been necessary to enforce the Bye-laws relating to them by legal






TasLe I,
St., PANCRAS SANITARY DISTRICE,

Table showing the Population, Inhabited Houses, Births, Deaths, and
Marriages, for the years 1875 and 8 Years preceding,

Gross NuMmnpEers,

Population estimated | _No. of Inhabited | |
at the middle of the Houses in Parish or i Births,  Deaths,**
Year * District. |
(Estimated) r
1875
231,000 25,140 8,000 | 5,401
1874
220,000 24,920 8,010 | 4,932
1873
227,000 24,700 8,005 | 5,392
I
Average of 3 Years .
i gk j 24,920 8,038 | 5,2:8
Notgs,

1. Population at Census 1871, 221,465,
2. Area in acres, 2,672,

3. Average No, of Persons in each house at Census 187] , 92,

* For statistical purposes the Registrar-General estimates the
population to the middle of the year on the basis of the rate of
increase ruling between the two preceding Census periods. The
estimate of population may be checked by the known number of

inhabited houses, and by the average number of inmates per house,
as ascertained at the preceding Census,

** The deaths of non-parishioners in public institutions within the
parish is deducted, but a proportion of the deaths oceurring in
General Hospitals, relative to the population of the parish or distriet,
is added to the total number of deaths registered,
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Tanre VI.
ST. TANCRAS SANITARY DISTRICT.

—— —

Report of the Banitary Work, &ec., completed in the year ending

December 31st, 1875,

No. of Complaints received during year - -
No, of Houses, Premises, &e., inspected - -

Resvrrs oF INsPECTION,

Orders issued for Sanitary Amendments of Houscs
and Premises -

' Houses and Premises, &o., Clen.nmd, l;epaircd:
and Whitewashed - " = -
Houses Disinfected after Infectious Diseases -

Hovse Draixs.

Repaired, Cleansed, &, = - - .
Trapped or Ventilated - - - -

Privies axp Waren CLosETS.

Repaired, Cleansed, &e¢, - - - A
Supplied with Water - -
New provided - - $

Dust Brxs.

New provided - - :
Bepaired, Covered, &c. - -

WaTten SvurrLy.
Cisterns (new) erected -

Cisterns Cleansed, Repaired, and Covered -
MiSCELLANEOUS,

Removal of accumulations of Dung, Stagnant Water
and other Refuse - g._ - .

Removal of Animals improperly kept = -
Dakehouses

Licensed Cowhouses  } Regularly inspected - [
Licensed Slaughterhouses

Other P ings, e.g. Legal Proceedings .

1206
1400

814

342
136

216
192

329
217

19
48

37
17
231
GY
61












