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8 Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1949.

Infantile Mortality,

The number of deaths under one year was 131, the infantile
mortality rate being 26 per 1,000 births. This compares with a
rate of 31 for each of the two previous years and is the lowest rate
ever recorded.

For the ten years ending 1939 the average infantile mortality
rate was 55, whiie for the ten years ending 1949 the average rate
was 37.

Maternal Mortality,

One death occurred from accidents and diseases of pregnancy
but none from puerperal pyrexia, giving a total of one death after
childbirth. This is equ.valent to a rate of .19 for 1,000 live and
still births, compared with .35 in 1948 and .29 in 1947,

Enquiries into all maternal deaths, which were commenced in
1928 at the instance of the Ministry of Health, have been con-
tinued.

Infantile and Maternal Mortality since 1900,

In Table IV on page 9 comparative statistics are given to
show the trend of infant and maternal mortality during the 49
years which have elapsed since the Borough of Wandsworth was
constituted in 1900,

The average annual rates of mortality are given for successive
periods, the six years, 1939 to 1944, being omitted as the figures
were invalidated during that period by the evacuation of mothers
and children.

In the first ten years—1901 to 1910—the mean rate of infan-
tile mortality was 109 per 1,000 births for each year of the decade.
In the next decade the rate fell to 85 and since then has continued
to fall until it has now been reduced to 26 per 1,000 births, the
lowest rate ever recorded. This outstanding fall in the mortality
rate reflects a large saving of infant life in the last 50 years, as
indicated in column 3 of Table IV. During the ten years 1901-
1910 7,498 infants died in their first year of life. The corresond-
ing figure for the five years 1945 to 1949 was 905—equivalent to
1,810 for a ten-year period—less than a quarter of the number of
infant deaths in the earlier period.

In the same period the maternal mortality has fallen from a
mean rate of 3.2 in the first decade to .19 for the year 1949.

A study of columns 3 and 5 of Table IV will indicate the
large number of infant lives, and to a less extent of maternal lives,
which have been saved during the period covered by the Table.
















































24 Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1949.
Swimming Baths and Bathing Pools.

There are four public swimming bath establishments and one
open air swimming pool belonging to the Council, one open air
swimming bath owned by the London County Council, one public
_swimming pool privately owned, and a number of private bathing
pools in the Borough. The Queensmere pond on Wimbledon
Common has also for many years past been a recognised bathing

pond,

In four of the Borough Courncil's swimming baths, the water
is purified by a process of continuous circulation through a filtra-
tion plant whereby the whole of the water is dealt with every threc
to four hours and chlorinated automatically during its circulation
from the filtration plant to the bath. In the other bath belonging
to the Council, each bath is emptied of water as often as necessary
and refilled with fresh water, which is continuously circulated and
chlorinated automatically the whole time the bath is in use.

Certificates Issued in Respect of Rag Washing and Sterilisation.

At two factories in the Borough, rags are washed and disin-
fected under the supervision of the Council’s Inspector, and certi-
ficates are issued for which a charge is made.

During 1949 81 certificates were issued and the amount col-
lected was £24 6s. 0d.

Removal of Diseased or Infirm Persons to Institutions.

In no case has it been necessary during the year for applica-
tion to be made to a Court for the removal of diseased or infirm
persons under the provisions of Section 47 of the National Assist-
ance Act, 1948,












28 Housing

Clearance of Insanitary Houses.

Saxby Street Area.—It has not yet been possible to complete
the clearance of this area which was declared in March, 1938, and
approved by the Minister of Health after a public enquiry held in
October of that year.

Of the 93 red houses in the area, 64 are still occupied.

The Weimar Street area, taken over by the London County
Council and declared by that authority in December, 1938, has
now been cleared and all the houses in it are demolished.

Most of the occupiers of the 26 houses in the North Passage
Area, declared a Clearance Area in June, 1939, have now been
rehoused. Four of the houses are still occupied.

The Demolition Orders on 68 and 70 Garratt Lane made in
November, 1947, have been complied with.

During the year Closing Orders were made on the basement
flats at 5 Melrose Road, and 130 Merton Road, and on a cellar
dwelling at 4 Rosebery Road. These Orders have been complied
with.

[n 1947 the Council made Closing Orders on 17 basement flats
in Byrne Road. Two of these basements are still occupied as it
has not been possble to find suitable accommodation for the
occupiers. Fourteen of the flats are unoccupied and in one—1
Byrne Road—the Closing Order has been determined as the owner
has made it fit for habitation,

In a further eight of the Byrne Road basements, no Closing
Orders were made as the Council accepted undertakings from the
owners to do the necessary works. In five of these the work was
carried out shortly afterwards, one has been closed voluntarily and
two are still occupied, and it has not been possible for the work
to be done.

23 Elms Road.—In 1934 a Closing Order was made on a
bedroom in the basement of this house and the order was complied
with at once. The Closing Order was determined in October,
1949, at the owner’s request, following reconstruction of the whole
basement of this house.
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FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES,

There are four Inspectors engaged in the supervision of the
food supply. One of them is the Food and Drugs Inspector of
the Borough who is occupied in procuring samples of food and
drugs for analysis by the Public Analyst, and the supervision of
dary premises.

The other three Inspectors, who are designated Food
Inspectors, supervise all other premises where food is sold, stored,
manufactured or prepared for sale, and one third of the Borough
is allocated to each Inspector. In addition they carry out the
duties required under the Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933, and
the Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 1941,

With the object of ensuring that all food businesses are
supervised systematically, a register of all premises where a food
business is carried on has been compiled and is kept up-to-date.
This Register includes not only those premises which are subject
to some form of legal control, but also all other premises in which
a food business of any description is carried on,

Table XIII has been drawn up to show the number of food
premises in the Borough and the nature of the business carricd
on at these premises. It is a common eccurence for more than one
food business to be conducted on the same premises and the
Table is arranged to bring out this fact.

In column 1 of the Table the number of separate food
premises in the Borough is given, class'fied according to the nature
ot the principal business carried on. In columns 3 to 18 the
number of different businesses actually conducted from these
premises is shown, those which are subject to some form of legal
control being specified. The number of shops distributing milk
in the Borough is also shown in column 2 of the Table.

The total number of food premises on the register in the
Borough is 2,573, and during 1949 they were visited on 43,021
nccasions,

Milk Supply.
The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949,

These Regulations came into force on 1st October, 1949, and
require local authorities to keep a register of all persons carrying
on the trade of distributor in their district and of all premises
within their district which are used as dairies, not being dairy
farms.
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Water Supply.

The bulk of the water supply in the Borough is provided by
the Metropolitan Water Board and this has been satisfactory, both
in quality and quantity.

There are 20 artesian wells in the Borough, 15 of which are
in operation, seven for food manufacture and drinking and eight
for other purposes.

Three samples of water were taken from artesian wells during
the year and were found to be free from pollution, and four
samples were submitted for analysis on the complaints of two
ratepayers. In the first case it was found that there was a
sediment consisting of sand and cement in the tank but there was
no other contamination and the Public Analyst was of the opinion
that the supply for drinking should be provided direct from the
main. In the second case the examination showed the water to
be free from pollution and in the opinion of the Public Analyst
the water was quite safe for drinking purposes.

Two samples of water were taken from the Queensmere
bathing pond on Wimbledon Common at the request of the
Medical cer of Health of Wimbledon.

The Food and Drugs Act, 1938.
Registration of Premises.

Section 14(1) of this Act requires that any premises used or
proposed to be used for:—

(a) the sale, or the manufacture for the purpose of sale,
of ice-cream, or the storage of ice-cream intended
for sale; or

(b) the preparation or manufacture of sausages or
potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food;
shall be registered by the owner or the occupier thereof with the
local authonty. ;

During the year 97 applications for registration under the
provisions of Section 14(1)(a) and eight applications for registra-
tion under the provisions of Section 14(1)(b) were submitted to
the Council. With the exception of one case, all these premises
were found to be satisfactory and the registration granted.
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In addition four samples of ice-cream were examined for the
presence of salmonella typi or any other organisms of the enteric
group. The examination did not reveal any of these organisms.
In addition two samples were submitted to the Methylene Blue
Test which was nullified due to interference of colouring or
flavouring matter,

Analysis of Food and Drugs.

1,999 samples of foods and drugs were procured for analysis
during the year. 882 samples of milk, 987 other foodstuffs and
130 drugs. Of these 133 were submitted as formal samples while
1,866 were purchased informally. One or 0.8 per cent. of the
formal samples and 30 or 16 per cent. of the informal samples
were found to be adulterated or not up to standard. The total
adulterations reported were 31 or 1.6 per cent of the samples
submitted.

The 31 samples found to be adulterated were:—six samples of
milk, two of tomato ketchup, two of fincture of iodine, two of
zinc ointment, two of fruit preserving tablets, two of potato crisps,
two of refreshers, one each of cocoa, lime flavoured cordial,
tomato juice, pudding mixture, gravy powder, lemonade, malt
vinegar, cooked meat, lemon flavoured powder, sugar confec-
tionery, effervescent drink powder, sherbet fountain, boric acid
ointment.

Police Court Proceedings

It was not necessary to take Police Court proceedings in any
of the above cases of adulterated samples but proceedings under
Section 9(1) of the above Act were taken in respect of one case
of selling food (two slices of meat pie) intended for, but unfit for,
human consumption. The Court made an Order discharging the
defendant, subject to the condition that he commits no offence
during a period of six months from such Order and also ordered

him to pay £2 2s. 0d. costs,
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Adulteration.
The amount of adulteration detected during the year was:—
For formal samples 0.89,
For informal samples ... 5, 1.6%
For all samples . 1.6%
Complaint Samples.

Case No. 142,  Chocolate Swiss Roll. The complaint was that
the article was of poor quality. Nothing of a
deleterious nature could pe 1dentiied and the
complaint was considered not justified

Case No. 166. Cocoa. This was a sample of cocoa-bean from

which most of the fat had been extracted and

- the res.due coarsely ground. It was quite unfit

Cases Nos, 471
and 472,

Case No. 1049,

Case No. 1308,

Case No, 1347.

Case No. 1389,

Cases Nos. 1634

and 1635,

Case No. 1673.

for retail sale and the complaint was considered
justihied.

Thirst Quenchers. These samples consisted ol
tablels made from tartaric acid and bicarbonate
of soda together with a little binding matter.
Instructions given with the tablets were that
they were to be dissolved in water and the
effervescent mixture drunk. It was admitted by
the complainant that children were eating the
tablets. The complaint was considered not
justified,

Toffee. A single piece of toffee was tested on
the complaint that it was suspected to have
caused sickness.  Nothing untoward was
detected and the complaint was returned as not
justified.

Lemonade. This sample was suspected to have
caused sickness. On examination it was found
to contain yeast cells and the complaint was
considered justified as these might produce very
unpleasant symptoms,

Malt Vinegar. This sample was found to be
infested with vinegar eels. The complaint was
considered justified.

Cooked Meat. The sample was found to con-
tain a small amount of dye which was confined
to the exterior of the meat. The complaint was
considered justified,

Potato Crisps. The oil extracted from these
samples, about 3079, in each case, had a rancid
odour and acrid taste, and was unfit for use
in food. The coniplaint was considered justified.
Whisky. Complaint of flavour. An excellent
sample,





















