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Metropolitan Borough of Wandsworth

Annual Report

of the

Medical Officer of
Health

for the Year

1945

by
F. G. CALEY, M.A.,, M.B,, B.Ch.,, D.PH.

together with the

Report of the Public Analyst.




REPORT
of the Medical Officer of Health
for the Year 1945.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Wandsworth.

Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Annual Report on the health of the
Rorough for the year 1945, together with the Report of the
Public Analyst.

Although the number of births shows a further increase
over the previous year, the birth rate of 16.94 is lower than in
1944 when it was 17.29, owing to the fact that the estimated
nopulation on which the rate is calculated, is higher.

In spite of an increase in the population, the death rate
has fallen from 16.40 in 1944, to 1269. This is mainly
accounted for by a decrease in the number of deaths from
violent causes. It i1s also gratifying to note that the deaths
from Cancer have fallen from 604 in 1944 to H37.

The number of deaths from tuberculosis has fallen from
201 to 179, and the death rate from this disease is .67 compared
wth .79 in 1944.

There has been a large increase in the number of cases
of Measles, but this has not been attended by a corresponding
increase in the mortality.

The number of children immunised against diphtheria has
increased. and there are now eight clinics open every week.
Children have received immunising injections at these clinics
for whooping cough, and there 1s quite a demand from parents
for these injections.

186 women were admitted to the Council's Maternity Home,
which was re-opened at the end of February after being
evacuated to Bolton in August, 1944,

12 War Time Nurseries have been open throughout the
year, and there is still much demand for Nursery accommodation
for children.

I am, Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

F. G, CALEY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Artificial pneumo-thorax treatment has been carried out
at several hospitals by arrangement. 245 cases were treated
and 4,707 refills were administered. Cost £2,201. 17s. 0d.

16 patients received dental treatment. Cost £29. 15s. 0d.

Extra nourishment as authorised by Section 219 of the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936, has been granted to 16
patients, and 108 cases who were ineligible under the scheme
recerived extra nourishment through the Public Assistance
Committee. Cost £22. 3s. 0d.

Tuberculosis Care Cmﬁmlﬁu.

This Committee, which meets once a month, is con-
stituted of members of the Borough Council, representatives
of authorities and organisations interested in the welfare of
persons suffering from tuberculosis, and ladies and gentlemen
who have a special interest in the work.

Activities of the Care Committee.

Details of the home conditions and financial circumstances
of patients who are to receive institutional treatment are
investigated. The Committee also fix the amounts patients
should contribute towards the cost of dental treatment pro-
vided by the Borough Council.

All persons found to be suffering from tuberculosis are
interviewed by the Secretary who is able to give them advice
and assistance in many directions. She also pays regular visits
to patients who are being nursed at their homes, or in one of
the London County Council's general hospitals. 2,596 patients
were visited or interviewed during the year.

The Committee controls a Fund, maintained by wvoluntary
cor.tributions, from which grants are made to patients who are
ineligible for assistance from other organisations. Assistance
from the Fund is granted to relatives to enable them to visit
patients undergoing treatment in institutions. Patients are
also assisted with their removal expenses to better housing
accommodation, with arrears of rent and insurance pay-
ments, and fares to sanatoria. Clothing is supplied when
required, and medical and nursing requisites are lent to those
who need them. An amount of £228. 4s. 3d, was spent in this
manner during the year.

The Government scheme for assisting tuberculous persons
who had to give up remunerative work in order to undertake
treatment, came into force in July, 1943. Under this Scheme,
financial assistance is only granted to patients suffering from
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186 women were admitted in 1945. The average duration
of stay in the Home was 14.11 days.

2562 new cases attended the ‘Ante-natal Clinic, and made
1.991 attendances, and 88 cases attended the Post-natal Clinic
and made 88 attendances.

WAR TIME NURSERIES.

By the end of 1945, the Council had established 12 War
Time Day Nurseries, which were authorised to accommodate 602
children. These Nurseries have been in demand during the
year, and full use has been made of the accommodation
available. \

Particulars of War Time Day Nurseries.

. Authorised No. Date of

Address of children opening
399, Upper Richmond Road, S.W.15. 51 20.3.1944.
95, Lacy Road, 5.W.1b. 35 2,8.1942.
72, West Hill Road, S'W.18. 44 12.7.1943
Fairfield Street, S.W.18. . 50 12.1.1942,
20/32, Summerley Street, S.W.18 56 : 30.5.1944,
204, Mitcham Road, S.W.17. 50 11.5.1942.
Sherwood Avenue, S.W.16. 50 28.6.1943.
3, Christchurch Road, S.W.2. 64 23.11.1942.
22, Old Devonshire Road, S.W.12. 40 2.3.1942.
72, Endlesham Road, S.W.12. H2 1.2.1943.
14 Cresset Street, S.W.4. BO 27.5.1948,
3/6, Larkhall Rise, S W 4. 60 28.6.1943.

SANITARY SUPERVISION OF THE BOROUGH.

Inspections made for the purpose of investigating com-
plaints mumbered 15813. The total number of inspections
made by the Inspectors for all purposes during the year was
18,444, 4,395 defects were found.

Proceedings at the Police Court were instituted during
the year in respect of four premises.

82 wvisits were made on account of verminous conditions
of houses or bedding. 218 inspections of sanitary con-
veniences were made.
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There are 127 registered dairies and 268 persons registered
to sell milk from premises other than dairies.

The bulk of the milk sold by retail within the Borough
is sent out in bottles filled in properly constructed dairies,
and its quality is good.

708 samples were submitted for analysis. 700 of these were
genuine, with an average fat content of 3.63 per cent.

219 samples of milk were submitted for bacteriological
examination, the phosphatase test and the methylene blue test.
23 of these failed to comply with the prescribed tests.

78 licences for the sale of designated milks were granted
during the year—41 for Tuberculin Tested milk, 86 for Past-
eurised Milk, and one for Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised)
Milk.

There are four slaughterhouses in the Borough, but only
one is used at present. 103 animals ‘were inspected either
before or after slaughter. '

There are now 82 war-time piggeries in the Borough.
281 inspections were made.

Since the outbreak of the war, a Wholesale Meat Depot
has been established at 666, Garratt Lane. for the reception
and distribution of meat slaughtered outside the Borough.
This Depot is visited daily by the Food Inspectors, who
made 792 wvisits during the vear. During these visits,
quantities of meat were found to be unfit for human con-
sumption. Most of this was the result of decomposition
caused by delays in transportation from the places
where the animals were slaughtered. After condemnation, the
meat was released for industrial purposes.

During the year, six applications were received from persons
desirous of acting as slaughtermen,.

157 consignments of foodstuffs of all kinds suspected to
be unsound, were examined at the request of the owners, and
afterwards released for animal feeding. The owners were
granted a certificate to this effect.

FOOD AND DRUGS ADULTERATION ACT,
1928.

1771 samples were procured for analysis during the year—
708 samples of milk, 929 other foodstuffs, and 134 drugs.















