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INFECTIVE DISEASES.

There has been an increase in the amount of infective
disecase during the year, the number of notifiable diseases
having risen from 2,573 in the previous year to 4,323, Scarlet
fever and measles are mainly responsible for this increase.
There were 2,310 cases of measles reported, compared with 330
in 1942, and 853 cases of scarlet fever compared with 363.

37 cases of dysentery have been notified compared with
44 in the previous year; 11 of these occured among patients
in Putney Hospital ; there were no deaths.

Foyr cases of typhoid fever were notified. There was one
death.

There were 17 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, with two
deaths, compared with 22 and three in the previous year.

The notification of scabies came into force on the 1st
August. The Regulations make it compulsory for a medical
practitioner to netify to the local authority any person to whom
le is called, on becoming aware that such person is suffering
from scabies, unless any member of the same family shall have
been notified within a period of four weeks.

562 cases of scabies had been notified up to the end of
the vear.

1,308 cases of scabies were treated at the Council's
Cleamsing Station under the supervision of the trained nurse.
The majority of the cases are now treated by the benzyl
benzoate method.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

During the year, 1,204 diphtheria cultures and 1,193
specimens of sputum were examined in the laboratory of the
Tuberculosi:. Dispensaries. Three specimens of blood and 21
of feces from suspected cases of entric fever, nine cultures
for streptococcus haemolyticus, four from meningococcus, and
six from cases of ophthalmia were examined by the Camberwell
Research Laboratories.

In connection with the small outbreak of infection by
streptococcus haemolyticus which occured at the Council's
Maternity Home, 36 cultures were examined for this organism
at the laboratory of the Lambeth Hospital.



DISTRICT NURSING

The Council has an arrangement with the various Nursing
Associations in the Borough, for a nurse to attend patients
suffering from certain infectious diseases and minor ailments.
8,679 visits were made during the year.

TREATMENT OF SPECIAL DISEASES.

11 persons are receiving treatment for diabetes and one
fqr pernicious an@gmia, at the Council's expense.

PREVENTION OF DIPHTHERIA.

There has been a reduction in the number of attendances
at these Clinics as compared with 1942, when the attendances
reached a record. 3,134 persons attended the Borough Council
Clinics as compared with 4,209 in the previous year, and 1,845
in 1941. The number of children who attended the Clinics
held at the L.C.C. Schools has fallen from 3,063 to 1,698.

. At the close of 1942, the Borough Council had five Clinics
I opcration, six sessions being held every week. Two of these
were held concurrently with Infant Welfare Clinics, as it was
found to be an encouragement to mothers to have their children
immunised at the same time as they were brought to the Infant
Welfare Clinics. During 1943, three more Clinics were opened
on Infant Welfare Centre premises, and at the end of the year
there were eight separate Clinics for the prevention of Diph-
theria in operation throughout the Borough, a weekly session
being held at each.

In 1944, It was found necessary to close all but two of these
Clinics, and the only two in operation in 1944 are at the
Municipal Buildings, Fairfield Street—Wednesdays, 2-3.30 p.m.,
and Balham Infant Welfare Centre, 91 Bedford Hill—Fridays,
2-2.30 p.m.

The immunising Agent.

The solution now used for routine immunisation is alum
precipitated toxoid (A.P.T.) and two injections of § c.c. each
are given at monthly intervals.. For persons over the age of
15, two injections, each of 1 c.c., of toxoid ante-toxin floccules
(T.A.F.} are given.

The total number of children immunised during the year
was i —- S
; At the Borough Council's Clinics 3,115

At L.C.C. Clinics 1,698

Total 4813



Vaccination.

1,672 births were notified to the Vaccination Officers during
1942. 967 children were vaccinated successfully, and 354
were exempted under declaration of conscientious objection.
The percentage of children vaccinated to total births was
H7.8 per cent.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The number of new cases which came to the notice of the
Department during the vear was 632 compared with 646 in
1942, and 618 in 1941. 553 were pulmonary, and 79 non-pul-
monary tuberculosis. 193 deaths were certified as due to
diseases of a tuberculous nature, the death-rate being.73. There
were fewer deaths from this disease than in 1942, when 221
deaths were recorded, and in 1941, when the number was 231.

The 632 new cases were added to the Notification Register,
and 447 who had removed, recovered or died were taken off,

the number remaining' on the Register at the end of the year
being 2,398.

The two Tuberculosis Dispensaries which are at the Muni-
cipal Buildings, Wandsworth, and 114 Gosherton Road, Balham,
have operated throughout the year, and 1,800 new cases
attended. Of these 353 were diagnosed as suffering from
tuberculosis, 223 were suspected cases, and 1.314 were non-
tuberculous.

Of the 1,800 new cases examined, 498 were contacts, 29
-of whom were found to be suffering from tuberculosis.

The number of cases remaining on the Dispensary Register
at the end of 1943, was 1,827 compared with 1,597 in '1942,
The total attendances at the Dispensaries was 5,646.

652 patients received institutional treatment. 3903 atteni-
dances were made for light and other special treatment, and
1,321 X-ray examinations were made.

The number of personal cunsufgtinns with doctors was
1.202. Home visits made by the Tuberculosis Officers t:}talled
1.565, and the Health Visitors made 4,603 visits.

Artificial pneumo-thorax treatment has been carried out
at several hospitals by arrangement. 220 cases were treated
and 3,020 refills were administered.

Thirteen patients received dental treatment.

Extra nourishment as authorised by Section 219 of the
Fublic Health (London) Act, 1936, has been granted to 68
patients, and 63 cases who were ineligible under the scheme
received extra nourishment through the Public Assistance Com-
mittee,



Mass Radiography.

Arrangements were made for the Mass Radiography Unit
to operate at one of the First Aid Posts in the Borough early
in the New Year.

Tuberculosis Care Committee.

- This Committee, which meets once a month at 3 p.m., 1s
constituted of members of the Borough Council, representatives
of authorities and organisation interested in the welfare of
persons suffering from tuberculosis, and ladies and gentlemen
who have a special interest in the work.

Activities of the Care Committee.

Details of the home conditions and financial circumstances
of patients who are to receive institutional treatment ard
investigated, The Committee also fix the amounts patients
should contribute towards the cost of dental treatment pro-
vided by the Borough Council.

All persons found to be suffering from tuberculosis are
interviewed by the Secretary who is able to give them advice
and assistance in many directions. She also pays regular visits
to patients who are being nursed at their homes, or in one 'of
the London County Council's general hospitals. 2,400 patients
were visited or interviewed during the year.

The Committee controls a Fund, maintained by voluntary
cor.tributions, from which grants are made to patients who are
ineligible for assistance from other organisations. Assistance
from the Fund is granted to relatives to enable them to visit
patients undergoing treatment in institutions. Patients are
also assisted with their remowval expenses to better housing
accommodation, and with arrears of rent and insurance pay-
ments. Clothing is supplied when required, and medical and
nursing requisites are lent to those who need them. An
amount of £151 16s. 6d. was spent in this manner during the
year.

The Government scheme for assisting tuberculous persons
who had to give up remunerative work in order to undertake
treatment, came into force in July, 1943. Under this Scheme,
financial assistance is only granted to patients suffering from
the pulmonary forms of tuberculosis, and is limited to those
who have every prospect of returning to work six months after
completion of sanatorium treatment. Chronic cases are not
eligible. .

Single men and women who are not entitled to any Nat-
ional Health benefit whilst undergoing treatment in an insti-
tution are eligible for pocket money up to 5/- per week.

&
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Handicraft Class.

'I:l'te Committee maintains a Handicraft Class where patients
suffering from tuberculosis are taught to make articles which
they can sell. The class meets at the Wandsworth Dispensary
every Monday afternoon from 2.30 to 4.30 Prior to the out-
break of war, a trained instructress conducted the class, but
it has not been possible to obtain her servivces since, so the
class is now conducted under the supervision of the Secretary
of the Cnmmi!tee, with assistance from those patients who have
become proficient in the work. The crafts taught include the
making of articles in leather, embroidery, knitting anid the
making of gloves.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Of the 4,491 births which occured during the year, 4,071
or 90.64 per cent were visited by the Health Visitors, The
total number of visits made by these officers for all purposes,
was 42464. In addition they attended at Clinics, etc., on
2,934 occasions. :

The;e+arq 10 Infant Welfare Centres, and mne Ante-
natal Clinics in operation in the Borough. The number of

attendances made at these Clinics was 53,866 and 9,145 respec-
tively.

Post-natal attendances were 507.

A Dental Clinic is held at the Municipal Buildings for
expectant and nursing mothers and children under five years
of age. Patients attending the Clinic are required to pay one
shilling each time they attend. If dentures are necessary,
the patients are assessed on their income in accordance with
a scale approved by the Council. 451 patients were seen for
the first time, and the number of attendances made at the
Clinic by all patients was 1,615. 104 women were granted assist-
ance towards the cost of their dentures, the Council contri-~
buting £283 11s. 0d.

The Council grants financial assistance to women who are
unable to pay for the attendance of a qualiied midwife at
their confinements. Six women received assistance during the
year. Contributions are also made towards the charges made
by suitable women who assist in the home during confinements.
Assistance was granted to 94 cases during 1943,

The Council provides a consultant to be at the service
of any doctor who desires him to see one of his patients
during pregnancy, at a confinement or during the lying-in
period. His services were utilised on one occasion during the
year.
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SANITARY SUPERVISION OF THE BOROUGH.

There has been a considerable increase in the number
of complaints made to the Department, and as a conscquence,
the inspections made for the purpose of investigating com-
plaints, have increased from 17,927 in 1942, to 23,613 in 1943.
The inspection and supervision of the public air raid shelters
in the Borough, has been continiied, and 4,235 visits were
made for this purpose. The total number of inspections made

by the Inspectors for all purposes during the year, was 41,072,
5.100 defects were found.

Proceedings at the Police Court were instituted in 17
instances to enforce compliance with notices served.

765 visits were made on account of verminous conditions
of houses or bedding. 398 inspections of sanitary con-
veniences were made.

1,024 complaints of the presence of rats were investigated
by the Council's rat catcher, who made 2315 visits and laid
baits., As a normal routine, 7,603 baits were laid in sewers
throughout the Borough during the year, and 4,636 baits were
taken.

The Director of Infestation Control, Ministry of Food,
inaugurated an intensive rat campaign towards the end of the
vear, and requested all Metropolitan Boroughs to take concerted
action, and to carry out treatment of the sewers on two occasions.
This was done in December, 1943, and again in January 1944.
In this Borough, 3,469 baits were laid during the first treat-
ment resulting in the estimated destruction of 28,400 rats.
On the second occasion 3,464 baits were laid, when it was
estimated that 14,200 rats had been destroyed.

MORTUARY AND CREMATORIUM.

The Mortuary at Wandsworth was used throughout the
year, and 261 bodies were received there.

As Medical referees under the Crematorium Regulations,
1930, Dr. MacDonnell and I have authorised 296 cremations,
which took place at the Crematorium at Putney Vale Cemetery.

HOUSING.

Work in connection with housing has again been on a
reduced scale, but 9,084 dwelling-houses were inspected for
defects by the Sanitary Inspectors, the total number of inspec-
tions made being 26,738. 2969 houses were found not in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation, and of these, 614
were rendered fit without the service of any notice.

. It was necessary to serve intimation notices under the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936, in respect of 2,341 houses,
and in 500 houses the service of nuisance notices was necessary.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ADULTERATION ACT,
1928.

1,529 samples were procured for analysis during the year—
443 samples of milk, 979 other foodstuffs, and 107 drugs.

16 samples were found to be adulterated. Nine were
samples of milk, two of sugar, and one each of cakes, sausages),
haricot beans, butter and mustard.

Police Court proceedings were instituted against two farm-
ers in respect of two samples of milk wnich contained extran-
eous water. One case was dismissed under the Probation of
First Offenders Act, on payment of £2 2s. 0d. costs, and in the
other case, a conviction was obtained, and a fine of £10 with
£15 costs imposed.

Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933
and Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 1941.

Aplications were received from 215 persons for their names
to be entered on the Council's Register of sellers of poisons
included in Part II of the Poisons List. 523 inspections under
these Acts were made by the Food Inspectors.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

There were 1,143 factories and workshops on the Register
at the end of 1943, and in addition, 537 persons were receiving
work to be done in their homes. )

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYST.

, Owing to war conditions, only 1,529 samples were sub-

mitted, 29 being formal and 1,500 informal. All the formal
samples were milk. The samples submitted for analysis con-
sisted of 443 milk, 979 other foodstuffs and 107 drugs. Nine
of the samples of milk were found to be adu]ferated. The

average composition of the mi'k analysed during the year was :—
Total milk solids, 12.46, milk fat 3.6, non-fatty solids, 8.85.
Seven samples of other foodstuffs were found to be adult-
erated, viz. :— two sugar containing 20 and 40 per cent of
Epsom salts; cakes containing rancid fat; pork sausages
deficient in meat ; haricot beans containing pieces of chalk ;
mustard which did not contain one of the ingredients required,
viz. black mustard ;: butter which on analysis proved wholly
margarine.












