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REPORT
of the Medical Officer of Health
for the Year 1939.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Wandsworth.

SIR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present a short Annual Report on the Health and
Health Services of the Borough for the year 1939 with a summary
of the Report of the Public Analysts. These are drawn up in
accordance with the instructions of the Minister of Health, con-
tained in Circular 2067, dated 19th July, 1940, to the effect that,
for the year 1939, Annual Reports should be interim ones only
and should be confined to essential and urgent matters, including
any changes in administration which have become necessary as
a result of the war. The complete statistics for the year have
been compiled so that the continuity of the annual records relating
to the health of the Borough and the Health Services will be pre-
served. They are available for reference and publication when
required.

The health of the Borough during the year has been good.
There has been a fall in the incidence of the common infectious
diseases, probably due to the evacuation of a large number of
children and the closure of the elementary schools on the out-
break of war.

At the end of August a large Civil Defence personnel over
1,000 strong had to be quickly absorbed into the Department
and organised into units, and to enable this to be carried out
successfully many members of the staff of the Department were
called upon to give their assistance in coping with the new problems
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which arose. It was inevitable, until the new services became
organised on a proper basis, that for a short period there was
some interruption in the ordinary peace-time duties of the officers
concerned. Much of this, however, was offset by the effects of
the outbreak of war on the routine health services of the Borough.

The calls for the services of the Sanitary Inspectors fell away
at once, as there was an immediate and material reduction in
the number of complaints received from householders and much
of the work in connection with housing ceased at once. Owing
to evacuation and the closure of the schools the services of the
Health Visitors were required less frequently for home visiting
and for attending clinics.

Although these adjustments were made, due to the circum-
stances mentioned, all the_routine Health Services of the Depart-
ment were in operation throughout the year, in spite of the war,
and everything that had to be done was done.

The Civil Defence duties for which the Health Department
became responsible on the outbreak of war up to the end of 1939
were as follows :—

1. The continuation of the individual training of all
persons who had enrolled for service in any of the Civil Defence
Services administered by the Borough Council. The Depart-
ment had been responsible for the training of all personnel
since early in 1938, but many untrained members requiring
training were enrolled on mobilisation.

2. The formation and detailed organisation of five
Stretcher Party Stations, having an establishment of 1,130
men and arranging for the individual and team training of
the men as they were engaged.

3. The formation and detailed organisation of eight

First Aid Posts and five Mobile Units and training the
personnel of over 300 persons.

4, The detailed arrangements for controlling the First
Aid Services and the collection and transport of the dead
during air raids for which I am responsible For this purpose
a duty rota consisting of either myself or one of the other
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three Medical Officers of the Council and other responsible
officers of the Department has been arranged, so that one
medical and two other officers of the Department are avail-
able for duty in the Borough Control Room, throughout the
24 hours, to take charge of these services.

5. The collection of Civilian War Dead and the arrange-
ments for transporting them to the temporary mortuaries.

6. The organisation and administration of the Gas
Identification Service.

7. The training in first aid and anti-gas of the personnel
of business firms.

8. The supervision of the food supplies, under war
time conditions, by the Food Inspectors.

9. The local arrangements for the evacuation of children
and expectant mothers in co-operation with the London
County Council.

10. The medical inspection of war refugees.

Even before September, 1939, certain members of the staff
of the Department, especially those engaged in the training of
persons who had enrolled for duty in the Civil Defence Services,
had done much valuable work, much of it in their own time,
towards helping with the organisation of these Services. When
war broke out the whole of the staff were called upon to shoulder
additional duties and responsibilities. The establishment of the
First Aid Services, the setting up of duty rotas and the con-
tinuance of a large amount of training for untrained members of
the new Services have necessitated additional work for all members
of the staff, under conditions which are new, unfamiliar, even
uncomfortable, and often involving considerable periods of over-
time. I cannot speak too highly of the unselfish manner in which
the whole of the staff have shouldered these additional and
unfamiliar duties, with a devotion to duty which has been a credit
to all concerned.

F. G. CALEY,
Medical Officer of Health.



STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE BOROUGH.

Area o - e £ e ot .. 9,199 acres

Resident population in 1939 used for calculating
birth-rates .. o 2 i LE e 339,000

Average population, appropriate for calculating
death-rates .. 5 ¥ Tt G i 321,000

No. of inhabited houses g e 2 1 78,500

Rateable value in 1939 .. % & s .. £3,464,571

Estimated produce of a penny rate .. o P £14,000

Extract from Vital Statistics.

No. of Live Births Males Females Total
Legitimate .. " .. L.7197 1871 3848
Illegitimate .. i S 105 218

2090 1976 4066

No. of Stillbirths = 2 70 54 124

Deaths .. - i .. 1842 1932 3774

Birth-rate s 4 6 b - ¥, 11-99

Death-rate :— Crude .. o = B = 11-76

Standardised .. = g e 10-92

Rate per 1,000 total
(live and still) births

Deaths from puerperal sepsis 2 47
Deaths from other puerperal causes 9 214
Total 11 2:62
Infantile mortality per 1,000 live births :—
All infants .. vi 4 T 7> 3 47
Legitimate infants .. o i 9 e 44
Illegitimate infants & i i °F 96
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) .. 5 . B 575
3 Measles (all ages) =7 = o Nil
@ Whooping Cough (all ages) .. L 12

i Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) i 36






STAFF—alterations during the year.

On the outbreak of war Dr. Trott, Assistant Medical Officer
of Health and Assistant Tuberculosis Officer, was seconded as
First Aid Commandant and Dr. Dodd was appointed to perform
Dr. Trott's duties under the Tuberculosis Scheme, on a sessional
basis.

Mr. E. J. Newton took up duty as a Sanitary Inspector in
August following the resignation of Mr. H. F. Leacock.

In order to cope with the additional duties devolving on the
Department, mainly in connection with Civil Defence, it has
been necessary to appaint additional temporary staff. At the
end of the year the temporary staff consisted of 21 clerks, one
Assistant to the Food Inspectors and dan Assistant Store-keeper.

Messrs. Rees, Hollis and Webb, Grade “ A" Clerks, and
Mr. Coomber, the Assistant to the Food Inspectors, have joined
the Forces.

The Training of Civil Defence Personnel,

The duty of training all Civil Defence volunteers had been
carried out by the Department for over a year before the out-
break of war and has been continued since.

The personnel engaged in training duties were nine officers
of the Council who have qualified as Government Instructors,
and 18 locally trained Instructors.

A large number of volunteers have undergone training and
up to the end of the year 437 courses of lectures in Anti-gas and
144 courses of instruction in First Aid had been given.



INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There has been a reduction in the incidence and fatality of
some of the infectious diseases.

The number of cases of diphtheria has fallen from 479 in 1938
to 249 and the deaths from 15 to two. There were no deaths
from measles, but the number of cases of whooping cough has
increased from 508 in 1938 to 1,599 in 1939, and the deaths from
three to 12

The number of cases of dysentery has fallen from 179 to seven ;
puerperal infections from 57 to 38 and tuberculosis from 621 to
535. The number of notifications of ophthalmia neonatorum has
risen from 21 to 32.

The deaths from cancer during the year were 575 as against
604 in 1938.

Immunisation against Diphtheria.

The two Immunisation Clinics have been open continuously
throughout the year, and 693 persons have attended. The solution
now used for routine immunisation is Alum Precipitated Toxoid
(A.P.T.), two injections being given. For persons over 15 two
injections of Toxoid Anti-toxin Floccules (T.A.F.) are given.

The Clinics have been open for 12 years and during that time
6,723 persons have been protected as shown by a negative re-
action to the re-Schick Test.

The addresses, days and times of the Clinics are :—

Municipal Buildings,
Fairfield Street, Wandsworth.
Wednesdays, 2 to 3.30 p.m.

91, Bedford Hill,
Balham.
Fridays, 2 to 3.30 p.m,
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TUBERCULOSIS.

535 new cases of Tuberculosis were reported and 221 deaths
were certified as due to this disease. The number of new cases
is the lowest recorded since notification became general and the
number of deaths is the lowest ever recorded.

Twenty of the deaths had not been notified prior to death.

The number of cases remaining on the Notification Register
at the end of the year was 2,195,

Tuberculosis Dispensaries.

The days and times of the sessions held at the two Tuber-
culosis Dispensaries are as under :—

(@) At THE MarNy DispENsARY, Municipal Buildings, Fair-
field Street, Wandsworth, which serves the areas Putney, South-
field, Fairfield, Springfield and North Clapham :—

Monday : Morning and afternoon.

Tuesday : Evening (7 p.m.) for those at work.
Thursday :  Morning and afternoon.

Saturday : Morning (for school children).

(b) At THE BraAncH DisPExsary, 114, Gosberton Road,
Balham, which serves the areas Streatham, Tooting, Balham and
South Clapham ' —

Tuesday : Morning and afternoon.
Thursday :  Evening (7 p.m.) for those at work.
Friday : Morning.

1,377 new cases attended for examination. In 305 of these
a diagnosis of Tuberculosis was arrived at, 116 were suspected
cases and 956 were mon-tuberculous.

Of the 1,377 new cases 304 were examined as contacts and
16 of these were found to be suffering from the disease.

There were 1,395 cases of Tuberculosis and 96 suspected cases
remaining on the 1 ispensary Register at the end of the year.
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The total attendances at the Dispensaries was 4,463, the
number of consultations with Medical Practitioners was 2,309
and the number of attendances at hospital for special treatment
was 2,798. The Tuberculosis Officers made 410 wvisits to the
homes of patients and the Health Visitors made 5,420 home
visits.

166 cases received artificial pneumo-thorax treatment and
2 635 refills were administered.

35 patients received dental treatment, 27 being supplied
with dentures. The total cost of dental treatment was £79 1ls.
119 patients were granted extra nourishment at a cost of £224 2s. 7d »

The activities of the Tuberculosis Care Committee have
continued throughout the year. The Secretary has made 2,675
visits and interviews and 215 patients in the General Hospitals
of the London County Council were visited by her.

The Committee arranged convalescence for 36 patients at
Barton-on-Sea at a cost of £231 1s. 0d. £124 13s. 5d. was spent

in granting special assistance to patients and the cost of the
Handicraft Class amounted to £107 5s. 4d.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

This service has been maintained throughout the year
although certain adjustments had to be made on the outbreak
of war when many mothers and children were evacuated out of
London. For about the first three months of the war the Health
Visitors were called upon to assist with the details of the organi-
sation of the First Aid Posts and Mobile Units and did valuable
work in this connection. They were able, however, to continue
their Maternity and Child Welfare duties, as there were fewer
mothers and children needing supervision owing to evacuation.

Of the. 4,066 births which occurred during the year, 3,318
or 816 per cent. were visited and over 16,000 re-visits were made
to children under five years of age.

3,882 wvisits were made to ante-natal cases and the total
number of home visits and re-visits made by the 14 Health Visitors
was 35,667. In addition to the home visiting, these officers
made 2241 attendances at clinics.

Infant Welfare and Ante-natal Clinics.
The following is a list of the Imfant Welfare and Ante-natal

Climics held in the Borough showing the days and times when
they are held :—
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ADDRESS OF

Days aND TIMES OF SESSIONS

CENTRE,

Infant Welfare Centres.

Ante.-Natal Clinics.

CLAPHAM :
Clapham Dispensary
42, Clapham Manor
Street, S.W. 4

PuINEY :
St. Mary's Church
Schools, Felsham
Road, S.W. 156

BALHAM :
81, Bedford Hill.
S.Ww.12

STREATHAM ;
37, Riggindale Road.
-

StrEATHAM HiILL:
Baptist Church Hall,
New Park Road.
S.W.2

ToOoTING :
St. Peter's Church Hall,
Beechcroft Road.
S.W. 17
Baptist Church Hall,
Longley Road,
S.W. 17

WANDSWORTH :

The Clinic, Day
Nursery Building,
Fairfield Street,

SW.18

St. Michael's Memorial

Hall, Merton Road,
S.W.18

Congregational Church

Hall, Earlsfield

Road, S.W. 18

Wednesdays at 2 p.m.

Wednesdays at 2 p.m.

Wednesdays and
Thursdaysat1.30p.m.

Tuesdays at 1.30 p.m.
Fnday;'l at 2 p.::u]fII

Tuesdays at 10 a.m.

Tuesdays at 2 p.m.

Thursdays at 1.45 p.m.

Wednesdays at 10 a.m.

Fridays at 2 p.m.

Tuesdays at 2 p.m.

1st, 2nd and 3rd Mon-
days in every month
at 2 p.m.

Ist and 3rd Wednes-
days in every month
at 10 a.m.

1st,3rd and 6th Fridays
in every month at
9.45 a.m.

1st and 3rd Wednes-
days in every month
at 10 a.m.

2nd and 4th Mondays
in every month at
2 p.m.

1st, 3rd and 6th Wed-
nesdaysin
month at 10.30 a.m.

1st, 3rd and 6th Mon-
days in every month
at 2 p.m.

Ist and 3rd Fridays
in every month at
10 a.m.

4th Tuesday in every
month at 11 a.m.,

Munit:ip;.l Buildings, Fairfield Street,
8

SW.

DENTAL CLINIC.

Mondays at 1.30 p m. Ist and 3rd
Fridays in every month at

1.30 p.m.

Infant Welfare Centres.

The number of Infant Welfare Centres in the Borough has
been reduced from 13 to ten. Putney Park Centre was closed
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in August, as it was felt that, owing to a continuing falling off
in the attendances, a centre in this neighbourhood was no longer
required. Children from this district now attend the Centre at
Putney.

The Centres at Blegborough Road in Streatham and Fairlight
Hall in Tooting were closed on the outbreak of war as they were
no longer required owing to the evacuation of many children out
of London. Fairlight Hall was taken over as a First Aid Post.

015 sessions were held at the Centres during the year and
3,317 new cases were examined. The total attendances were
61,649, the number of doctors’ consultations being 17,970.

Ante-natal Clinics,

373 sessions were held at the nine clinics and 1,473 new cases
attended, the total attendances being 5,198. 283 post-natal
cases were examined at these clinics and at the post-natal clinic
at the Maternity Home.

The Borough Maternity Home.

This Home was closed on the outbreak of war when the
premises were taken over as a First Aid Post, the staff being
retained for duty at the Post.

Up to the 5th September, 307 women were admitted to the
Home. Five cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified. One of
these patients died five days after her removal from the Home,
Six of the infants were still-born.

Assisted Midwives Scheme.

Assistance was granted to 22 women towards paying the
fees of midwives engaged to attend them at their confinements
in their own homes. 18 sterile maternity outfits were supplied.

Home Helps.

Assistance in paying the fees of Home Helps was granted in
68 cases at a cost to the Council of £270 7s. 1d.
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Day Nurseries.

The three Nurseries—in Putney, Wandsworth and Balham—
were evacuated at the outbreak of war. They were open for the

first eight months of the year and during this period the number
of attendances was 0,623.

Borough of Wandsworth Babies' Hospital
(Streatham).

This Hospital was closed on the outbreak of war.

Grants totalling £47 Ts. 1d. were paid to the Southwark
Diocesan Association towards the maintenance of nine unmarried
mothers who were Borough residents in the institutions of the
Association.

Child Life Protection.

There were 172 foster-mothers registered at the end of the
year, compared with 198 at the end of 1938, but the number of
foster-children was only 40, compared with 301,

Convalescent Treatment.

Seven mothers and 37 children were granted assistance with
convalescent treatment at a cost of £125 10s. 0d.

Wandsworth and Tooting Children’'s Clinic.

This clinic was closed on the outbreak of war.

Supply of Milk.

124 nursing and expectant mothers and 482 children were
supplied with milk at a cost to the Council of £2,646 15s. 3d.

Dental Treatment.

In 1938 the Council decided to open a Dental Clinic at the
Municipal Buildings for the treatment of expectant and nursing
mothers, children under five years of age and persons suffering
from Tuberculosis,
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Mr. G. Tester Thompson, L.I).S., was appointed as dental
surgeon to the Clinic and it was decided to hold one weekly session
to commence with. The first session was held on the 6th March,
1939, and during the year 193 patients have attended.

Patients are required to pay one shilling for each attendance
made at the Clinic. This charge includes all treatment found
to be necessary, with the exception of the cost of dentures, for
which an assessment is made based on the family income, in
accordance with a scale approved by the Council.

26 children requiring dental treatment were treated at the
London County Council School Treatment Centres at a cost to
the Borough Council of £9 10s. 8d.

Minor Ailments.

52 children under school age were referred for treatment to
the London County Council at a cost to the Borough Council of
£16 0s. 4d.

SANITARY SUPERVISION OF THE BOROUGH.

Although the Sanitary Inspectors were called upon to assist
at the outbreak of war in the initial organisation of units of the
First Aid Services of the Civil Defence Scheme and one of them
has joined the Army, it has still been possible to maintain the
peace time standard of sanitary operations in the Borough.

A total of 44,032 inspections were made compared with
48,062 in the previous year and a large number of sanitary
operations were carried out at the instigation and under the
supervision of the inspectors who served 4,144 preliminary
notices.

1,304 nuisance notices were served.

125 houses, found to be verminous, were disinfested. The
furniture of 260 families was disinfested by hydrogen cyanide
gas prior to the removal of these families to the Council’s houses

or flats,
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729 rat complaints were received and the rat-catcher made
1,749 visits. A large number of rat baits were laid in the sewers,
special steps being taken in this direction during Rat Week.

682 inspections of shops were made under the Shops Act,
1934.

Mortuaries—Crematorium.

86 bodies were removed to Wandsworth Mortuary during
the year, but none were taken to the mortuaries in Clapham and
Streatham.

As Medical Referee I authorised 146 cremations to take place
at the Crematorium at Putney Vale Cemetery.

HOUSING.

44 new cases of overcrowding came under notice during the
year. 784 cases are known to have been relieved. Many of
these families were transferred to the Henry Prince Estate which
was designed for the relief of overcrowding and was completed

during the year.
The number of dwellings recorded as overcrowded at the
end of the year was 374, but as it is several years since a survey

of overcrowding wasmade this figure cannot give a true picture
of the extent of overcrowding in the Borough at the present

time.
1,679 house-to-house inspections were carried out, as com-
pared with 1,720 in 1938.

27 applications for certificates under the Rent and Mortgage
Interest Restrictions Acts, 1919 to 1923, were received and 23
certificates were granted, the other four applications being
withdrawn.

HOUSING ACT, 1936.

The Clearance of Insanitary Houses.

The redevelopment by the Council of the sites of the two
following insanitary areas has been completed during the year ;(—
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WaNDswORTH PLAIN AREA :—

91 “Red " and 7 “ Grey " houses—149 flats erected on

the site.
WHITE SQUARE :(—

Group of five areas—100 ** Red " and 66 " Grey " houses.
The last 10 of these were demolished during the
year. 181 flats and six shops have been erected
on the site.

The following areas have been cleared and the sites left with
the owners :—

Sarvapor No. 1 ArRea—23 insanitary houses.

BrLackForDS COTTAGES AREA—S8 insanitary houses,

CARPENTER'S PLACE AREA,

A Clearance Order was made in respect of this Area, which

contained 10 houses, in January, 1937. The houses have not
yet been demolished.

SADLER'S BuiLpDinGgs AREA PUTNEY.
The 16 houses in this Area have been demolished during the

year.

PoINT PLEASANT Nos. I AND 2 ArREAs WANDSWORTH.

These Areas, containing seven and five insanitary houses
respectively, were declared on 18th January, 1938, when Clearance
Orders were made. The houses have not yet been demolished.

PoInT PLEASANT, No. 3 ArReEA, WANDSWORTH.

This Area contained 19 insanitary houses. A Clearance
Order was made in repect of it on the same date as for the two
previous Areas. Seven of the houses have been demolished.

The clearance of the following Areas is in abeyance on account
of the war :(—

WEIMAR STREET AREA.—Contains 21 insanitary houses and
was represented on 1st October, 1937. When the London County
Council were approached with regard to it they expressed the
desire to deal with the Area themselves and it was declared a
Clearance Area by that Council en 20th December, 1938.
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Cueitt's CoTTacES AREA.—21 insanitary houses, Com-

pulsory Purchase Order in 1938, confirmed by the Minister of
Health. Houses still occupied.

SAXBY STREET AREA.—93 “ Red " and 12 " Grey " houses.
Compulsory Purchase Order in 1938, confirmed by the Minister
of Health. No further action taken.

CHESIL PLACE AREA.—Seven insanitary houses. A Clearance
Order made in 1938, confirmed by the Minister of Health. No
further action taken.

OLDRIDGE Roap AREA.—21 insanitary houses. The London
County Council decided to develop the site and declared it a
Clearance Area on 21st August, 1939.

GREYHOUND LANE AReA.—Four insanitary houses. The
Clearance Order submitted by the Council in November, 1938,
has been confirmed by the Minister of Health, who held a Public
Enquiry on 10th July, 1939.

BRIDGEFIELD GROVE AREA.—An Area containing 22 houses
which was represented by me on 18th November, 1938. No
further action was taken during 1939,

Representations on the following Areas were made during
the year prior to the outbreak of the war:—

North Passage Area .. . v 26 houses.
Putney Bridge Road/TFrogmore Area -
Putney Bridge Road Area .. e, B

Demolition Orders.

The following eight houses on which Demolition Orders were
made in 1937 or 1938 have been demolished during the year :—

9-12, Calders Row, Streatham e 4 houses.
14 and 15, Cowpers Row, Streatham 2 -
5 and 6, Merton Cottages, Wandsworth 2 o]

Nos. 1, 2 and 3, King's Arms Yard, Wandsworth, in respect
of which the Council accepted an undertaking from the owners,
in 1935, that the houses would be rendered incapable of being
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used for human habitation, have now been demolished by the
OWTIETS,

Two insanitary houses—502 and 5024, Streatham High
Road—have been demolished by the owners, no action under the
Housing Act being required.

Closing Orders and Underground Rooms.

Three Mews-flats known as Nos. 1, 2 and 3, Lovetts Place,
Wandsworth, on which Closing Orders were made in December,
1937, are now closed.

The Closing Order made in December, 1938, on the ground
floor flat of 41, Temperley Road, Balhamn, has been complied
with. This Order was made by the Magistrate of the South
Western Police Court following a summons taken out by the
Council under the Public Health (London) Act, 1936.

During the year Closing Orders have been made and enforced
on five rooms at 26, Hereward Road, Tooting, and three rooms
at 31, Streatham Place.

Four underground rooms which were unfit for habitation
were closed by the owners after they had been notified that the
rooms were unfit for habitation, and did not comply with the
Underground Rooms Regulations. 16 underground rooms, where
the conditions were similar, have been altered by the owners,
and have now been passed as fit for occupation.

Abatement of Overcrowding.
HENRY PRINCE ESTATE.

This estate, 9-88 acres in extent, has been developed by the
Council for the re housing of families in the Borough living under
overcrowded conditions. Accommodation for over 1,700 persons
has been provided in 21 blocks of flats, four storeys in height.
All the flats have now been completed. There are 272 dwellings,
comprising four one-room flats, 36 with three rooms, 88 with
four rooms, 132 with five rooms and 12 with six rooms,



THE SUPERVISION OF FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES.

The four Food Inspectors have been on duty continuously
throughout the year and have carried out a large number of
inspections of premises where trade in foodstuffs is carried on.
Since the outbreak of war the Inspectors have co-operated with
the Food Controller in dealing with the problems connected with
rationing and the control of foodstuffs in war time.

The number of inspections of food premises made during
the year was 34,843, an increase of over 11,000 over the number
made during the previous year. 22297 visits were made to
markets and stalls of which there are 182 in the Borough. Many

of their visits were made at the week-ends, at times when much
business is done.

Milk and the Milk Supply.

There are 167 registered dairies in the Borough and 509
dairymen, about two-thirds of the latter being registered for the
sale of milk in bottles and cartons. Most of the milk sold by
retail is sent out in bottles filled in properly constructed dairies,

The quality of the milk is good. 1,032 samples were submitted
for analysis and only four of these were reported against. The
1,028 genuine samples gave an average fat content of 3-62.

Of the four samples reported against, two were formal and
two informal. The two formal samples were 14 and 27 per cent.
deficient in fat respectively. The vendors were prosecuted. One
of the two informal samples contained 3 per cent. extraneous
water ; the other was 2 per cent. deficient in fat.

38 licences for the sale of tuberculin tested milk and 30 for
the sale of pasteurised milk were granted. 44 samples of pasteur-
ised milk were submitted for bacteriological examination and were
found to be up to standard.

Meat.

There are now four private slaughterhouses in the Borough,
and since the outbreak of war a Wholesale Meat Depot has been
established at 666, Garratt Lane. The Inspectors made 1,354
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visits to the slanghterhouses and were present on most occasions
when slaughtering took place. 2,703 animals were inspected
before slanghter and 7,919 carcases after slaughter. The Wholesale
Meat Depot was kept under constant supervision from the date
it was opened. A number of organs, etc., found to be unsound
or diseased were surrendered at the slaughterhouses and at the
Meat Depot for destruction.

23 persons were granted licences to act as slaughtermen,

882 samples of other foodstuffs were analysed and only one
was found to be below standard, viz., a sample of tinned spinach
which contained zinc.

86 samples of drugs were analysed ; three were found to
be adulterated.

Considerable quantities of unsound foodstuffs were destroyed
on the request of the owners and the usual certificates granted.

Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933.

324 applications were received for registration as sellers of
poisons included in Part II. of the Poisons List.

Factories and Workshops.

The number of factories, workshops, workplaces and home-
workers premises in the Borough is given in the following state-
ment, with the number of inspections made :—

No. on Register No. of inspections
at end of 1939. in 1939,
Factories = s 627 389
Workshops .. i 738 379
Work places .. o 91 44
Total i 1,456 812
Home-workers premises H83 212




SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF
Messrs. A. H. MUTER, F.I.C,, F.C.S,,

and C. H. HACKMAN, F.I.C.,
Public Analysts.

2,000 samples were submitted by the Food and Drugs
Inspector for analysis, 1,000 having been taken with the necessary
legal formalities and 1,000 being informal samples.

Only eight samples were found to be adulterated—two formal
and six informal. The adulteration amounted to -2 per cent.
of the formal, -6 per cent. of the informal samples and -4 per cent,
of all samples, figures on which the Borough can be congratulated.

The 1,000 formal samples were all samples of milk. The two
found to be adulterated were 14 per cent. and 27 per cent. res-
pectively deficient in fat.

The informal samples submitted consisted of 32 of milk,
882 other foodstuffs and 86 drugs. The following six were found
to be adulterated :—

Milk .. % . 3 9 extraneous water.
Mk L £ X 2 9, deficient in fat.
Tinned spinach W Contained zinc.
Bicarbonate of soda .. Contained excess of lead
Tartaric acid .. e 40 9, cream of tartar.
Tartaric acid .. ik 43 9, cream of tartar.

The average composition of the 1,028 samples of milk returned
4s genuine was :—

Total milk solids s S 24 12-44 9/,
Milk fat ¢ e (o 1 & 3-62 9%
Non-fatty solids s a - 8-82 9,

Of the 54 samples of cream, 13 were submitted as ** half
price,” " economy,” etc.; their average fat content was 23-3
per cent. The remaining 41 samples contained an average of
53 per cent. fat.

The average fat content of four samples of tinned cream
was 22-7 per cent.

The average water content of the 91 samples of butter
amounted to 14:9 per cent. and in the 48 samples of margarine
to 14-8 per cent,









