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To the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

(FENTLEMEN,

We bave the honour to present our Report for
the year 1885 on the vital statistics and sanitary con-
dition of the Wandsworth District.

In this, the 30th Annual Report presented to your
Board, we have followed the general arrangement of
matter adopted in previous years. It is hoped, however,
that the additional matter which will be found in the
following pages will enhance the value and interest of
the report. These additional matters are, in particular,
Dr. Muter’s Analytical Report, the returns of patients in
the Asylums Board Hospitals, the returns of Deaths in
outlying Institutions, and the Death-rate at various age-
groups in the census year.

We have to congratulate you on a lower rate of
mortality than in any of the ten preceding years, and
to assure you that no efforts will be lacking on the part
of the officers of the Sahitary Department to ensure
a continuance of this low mortality, especially from
those diseases which are known to be most amenable to
sanitary precautions.

We have the honour to remain,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servants,

The Associated Medical Officers

of the Wandsworth District.
May 24TH, 1886.
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REPORT,

ON THE
HHEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITION OF THE
ENTIRE DISTRICT,
1885.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The number of persons living in this District
at the middle of the year 1885, assuming the
rate of increase of the population to be the same as during
the decade 1871—81, was 248,410, being an increase of
9,413 on the previous year’s pcpulation.

Population,

The total births registered during the year
numbered 8,606,—4,365 of males and 4,241 of
females. The number of births and the birth-rates in
the several sub-districts are compared in the following

table :—

Births,



TABLE A.
BIETHS. RATES.

Sun-DisTRIoTs. Males. | Females, Total. skia Natural

g Increase.
East ..| 1301 1195 2496 374 21-2
Batternea l West ..| 1288 | 1270 | :558 | 898 | 202
Clapham. , 511 | 519 | 1080 | 252 | 127
Putnaj' e 169 |* 153 322 217 10-4
Streatham .. 5256 553 1078 359 22:1
Wandsworth . . 671 551 1122 373 185
Whole District . i 4365 4241 8606 34'6 17-9

Birth-rate.

Rate of
Natural

Increase,

Deaths,

The birth-rate, calculated from the total births
registered and the foregoing estimated popula-
tion, was 3460 per 1,000 persons living. The
rate of natural increase, represented by the excess
of births over deaths, was 179 per 1,000.

The total deaths registered during the year

numbered 4,192,— 2,068 of males and 2,124 of

females. The number of deaths and the death-rates of
the several sub-districts are compared in the following
table :—
TABLE B.
DEATHS.
fond Eliar Death-rate.
Sun-ID1sTRICTS. Males. | Females. Total.
B East .. 545 526 1071 160
heenon = West . . 666 | 720 | 1395 175
("lapham 237 271 508 12:4
" Putney .. 93 74 167 11-2
Streatham 197 226 423 140
Wandsworth 330 208 628 17-0
""Whole District ..l 2068 2124 4192 168
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rate.

years.
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The death-rate was 16:87 per 1,000 persons,
a lower rate than in any of the ten preceding

The birth-rates, death-rates, and rates of natural in-
crease of the past and ten previous years are shewn in
the following table :—

TABLE C.

Birth-rates, Death-rates, and rates of Natural Increase in
the entire district during the ten years 1875—84, compared
with those of the year 1885.

| _ : Rate of
Tous: | i, | Bt Dt el et | R
| per 1000.
1875 5529 | 3730 3096 20-87 2433 16-40
1876 2999 | 3904 3154 20-00 2845 1851
1877 6159 38.60 2991 18:70 3168 2000
1878 6508 2940 3275 19-80 3233 1980
1879 6833 3970 3926 2050 3307 I 19-23
1880 7038 3420 d095 17-50 3445 16-80
1881 7582 . 35°68 3647 ] 17-16 3935 1851
1882 7889 35:69 3851 17-42 4038 1826
1883 8079 35-14 4083 17:79 4996 17-39
1884 8979 i 37 57 4266 17-85 4713 19-977
Mons. o | .’ g
"fg?}_“‘;ﬂ 7059 i 36-53 3548 18-75 3041 | 1846
1885 | 8606 \ 3460 | 4192 | 1687 | 4414 | 179
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It will be seen from this table that the death-rate is
1-88 per 1,000 less than the decennial average. It is
also 3-63 per 1,000 less than the rate for the 28 great
towns, and 283 per 1,000 less than that for the whole of
the Metropolis.

The following shews at a glance the great diminution
in the mortality of this District since the year 1851, not-
withstanding the fact that the density of population has
been, especially during the last few years, rapidly
increasing.

DearH-rATES IN DIistrIcT PER 1,000 oF THE PopuraTION.

During 10 years, 1851—60 ‘s a s 2040
1 ” 1861—70 .o *e 19-34
" »” 1871—80 . “s 18-06
During the year 1881 .. i % 17-16
” ” 1882 ., .e .s 1742
" Y 1883 .. - e 17-79
" ’ 1884 .. i s 17-85
" " 1885 .. s " 16-87

G The deaths already enumerated do not
Outlying  1nclude those of inhabitants of this District
fostimtions.  who have died in the various hospitals and
other institutions without the District. Doubtless the
lower mortality caused by the occurrence of these deaths
apart from the population to which they rightly belong
1s to some extent counterbalanced by the death of
temporary immigrants into the Wanlsworth District
from the country, and by the deaths occurring in the



public institutions of West Battersea and Wandsivorth.
But a true estimate of the mortality of the Wandsworth
District should include the deaths of its inhabitants
which occur in external institutions, as shewn in the

following table :—

b

TABLE D.

Deaths in Outlying Institutions.

EE: i E ‘ ;| 8 g EE E_wr
s2|l 8| 2| 2| 5|8 |82 22|53
Cﬁ.UEEE GF DEE.TH EE Lg a § E % '_g H|:| E: g E"
23| 3 | B 2] g |83 |8
"5l 4 | & it e Akl
Senalh ot i o dnack ot badotedr &4 pohudel 9T, bat
Scarlet Fever 21 s o, L ER el ik .3 e
Diphtheria .. ogre it e g (e 321 1 Al e o e Ll | 28 R
Enteric Fever SulivsS Bl 1A Bl .5 : bodoea 3| 3
Whooping Cough 3 R PP Ay e § TR 5T
Measles . AR IR S g be foos | an ]
Other Zymotic |
Diseases .. - DR, Bl | T L ER %04
Tubercular Diseases .J 64 | 27 | 10| 9| 2 | 11 | 23 | 40 1
Cancer 181118 21 5 2.4 BLEE D | .
Rheumatism. . n e 3 e N Rl A e " o (R
Respiratory Diseases| 63 |22 | 9| 6| 4| 3| 1930 33 .,
Circulatory Diseases .| 56 | 18 | 10 |14 | 4| 3| 6|27 | 26| 2
Nervous Diseases ..|] 65| 18| 7 | 15 g 813114} | 22| 2
Other Diseases JWOT 1385 |18 |17 | 6|15 |17 143 | 60| 4
Violence 4 e eE eIt El1E . T L ¥ Les bRl | -
469 179 ‘ 68 | 77 | 29 | 38 | 78 |130 (241 | 48

It will be seen that 469 deaths occurred in outlying

institutions, of which 180 were in the Union Infirmary,
241 in the general and special Hospitals of the Metropolis,
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and 48 in the Asylums Board Hospitals. The addition
of these 469 deaths to the 4,192 within the District raises
the death-rate to 187 per 1,000, as compared with 19-6
in the previous year.

It 1s interesting to note in what proportion to its
population each sub-district made use of these outlying
institutions for its sick, so far as this can be inferred
from the number of deaths.

Use of In East Battersea, 2:68 per 1,000 of the
Ifﬂg:j:ﬁﬂ population died in outlying institutions; in

byeah  West Battersea, 2:23 per 1,000 (in this in-
Sub-distriot: stance the 76 deaths of inhabitants of West
Battersea which oceurred in the Union Infirmary within
its borders have been included, in order to make the
rate comparable with that of the other sub-distriets); in
Clapham, 1-88 per 1,000; in Putney, 2:01 per 1,000 ;
in Streatham, 125 per 1,000; and in Wandsworth,
2-47 per 1,000.

The following table is well worthy of study as bringing
out some further details in connection with the mortality
of the Wandsworth District. It gives the death-rate of
the several sub-districts, inclusive and exclusive of the
deaths in outlying institutions, shewing also the
amount and density of population, and the proportional
number of the industrial classes which each sub-district
possesses : —
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The density of the vopulation in Battersea has in-
creased during last year twice as much as that in any
of the other sub-districts, and it is gratifying to find that
there has been no corresponding increase of its mortality.

Mortality and Zymotic diseases caused 152 per cent. of
its Couses.  the total deaths in the district as compared
Zymotic  with 191 per cent. in the previous year.
Diseases:  The zymotic death-rate was 2:56 per thousand

of the population; the largest proportion of the deaths

from zymotic diseases resulting from the seven chief
epidemic diseases enumerated in the following table.

TABLE F.
< o g
il E 2
& E = g8 E ‘E
2 = A = e | 4 =
=] - 7] el _E § 5
E = = = = =
= == (&) ¥ 7] =3
Small.pox .. 5 1 181 L. 1.8 3
Measles'. . .1 140 49 63 3 4 2 19
tSearlet Fever ..] 11 3 5 - . ik 3
Diphtheria sl 28 8 2 4 3 5 6
Enteric Fever ..] 40 8 9 8 5 6 4
Whooping-cough | 178 47 74 25 1 7 24
Epidemic
Diarrhoea .. 193 65 63 16 4 12 35
Other Zymotic
Diseases . 432 14 17 5 1 2 3
Total Deaths fro J
ermnt.ic Diseases] 637 193 234 61 18 34 97
Zymotic Death- :
rate .. o] 2°56 2-8 36 1-4 1-2 11 3-0
Death-rate from '
all Diseases ..| 16°8 16-0 17-5% | 12-4 11-3 14-0 17-0%

¢ Excluding deaths in Public Institations,
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If to the 637 deaths from zymotic diseases be added

the 61 deaths from the same diseases in Out-lying Tnsti-
tutions of inhabitants of this district, the zymotic
death-rate becomes 2'8 per thousand of population.

Table D (page 9) shews that 31 deaths of inhabitants
of this district from Small-pox occurred in the Asylums
Board Hospitals, while only 5 occurred at their own homes.
Epidemic Diarrhcea was the most fatal zymotic disease,
Whooping-cough and Measles coming next in fatality ;
Enteric Fever caused 40 deaths within the district and
10 without ; Diphtheria 28 within and 10 without; while
Scarlet Fever only caused 13 deaths altogether. The
local incidence of the mortality from the seven chief
epidemic diseases can be best understood by a comparative
study of Tables D and F.

The above figures only give the morfality

Bard  from the various epidemic diseases. The
Hospitals:  weekly returns now sent by the Asylums
Board to each Metropolitan Medical Officer of Health
enable us to give in the following table the number of
patients admitted into these hospitals from the various
sub-districts of the Wandsworth District, as well as from
the rest of the Metropolis, and the proportion in each
case to the population. These returns date from 23rd

January, 1885, to the end of the year.
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TABLE @.

Number of cases of Infectious Diseases admaltled inlo the
Metropolitan Asylums Board Hospitals from 23rd TFanuary
' rerf to 31st Lecember, 1885.

Sl b healbl®el 24

1 EE| B |SE| B8 || eE
ti l.ng 2 |e8|l= | 88| |28
o | E“g s E"ﬁ 3| &4
5 2Bl 8 |8B| 5582 Eo

RO & | &5 |8 £ 5| &S
Battersea ..| 153 | .. Tl 2 7 1 !

! | m i W 21 .. IH w o l | ﬂ .
Pommeye " .. &1 s Y 1| s g
Streatham ..| 20| .. 5 0 | 0
Wandswerth..| 25| .. 16 3 | 0 |
EntireWands- 1 in 1 in 1 in 1in
wgm}ifniatriut}._ 203{| 1100 | 564] 4as5 12{ 50700 ’lﬂ-mamr

ost of W 2 (] X iR lin |iaef| 1in 1in
Rﬁetmﬁolisj 1837 L5 | 1046} 3666 |138{ 28128 4215301
Whole . '

Metropolis. .| 5060 | .. [1102 | .. 48 | .. |43
Vaduistions The delays in vaceination and in making

out returns render it necessary as in previous years to
ive the Vaccination returns r{ﬂr a year previous to that
ealt with in the other statistics :::E' this Report. The

following table gives a concise view of the work in

Vaceination, carried out during the year 1884.

TABLE H.
. A By St ol g 2583|855
: EEﬂﬁ il as '8 3 53 mﬁ*"%iﬂﬁgﬁ
BEE~ i‘-‘g 38 |5 2 = _EE& Egn-ﬁ?.
sun.  |=3ps| 95|89 |7 |98 |25 2aE s ti s
DISTRICTS. |y E 28| 25| § 4 28 55 3-sE3Eies
b | 5 BRE ; = = T 2
gang(a> | B> (2| 5 a5 23fclgEEat
%= 4 H'é'ﬁggmig 2
Fest Battersea| (2597 |2083/ 8 | ..|273| 27| 2 204
YWest Battersea| 2604 (2171 1 |..[209] 27| 4 192
Claphdnt |,.| 1108 | 922| 3 |1 | 114} 24 5 39
o el I T R N I 14
Streathdm .. 1129 | 908y &5 !.. 94 20 18 87
Wandsworth | 1063 | 939 B ik BT 811 ds - L b
Totals ..| 8865 |?323 21 1790 104 30 l 586
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Out of 8,865 children, 7,328 were su{:cessfuﬂy vac-
cinated, and the remainder were accounted for by
death, insusceptibility to vaceination or postponement on

account of illness ; except 582, i.e. 66 per cent. In the
previous year 7°5 per cent. were unaccounted for.

The great prevalence of Small-pox in the Metropolis
during the last year is doubtless ascribable to the ac-
cumulation of this large percentage of unprotected
persons ; and to the fact that we have no compulsory
notification of cases, followed by isolation of patients and
quarantine of those who have been exposed to infection,—
which has served hitherto, as in Leicester, to shelter
from infection persons unprotected by vaccination.

Non-Zymotic In Table I. in the Appendix, the number

Diseases. of deaths from the various constitutional and
local diseases are given, and in Table II. these are com-
pared with the corresponding deaths of the ten previous
years.

Deaths at The deaths of children under 5 years of
difercnt ages. — age amounted to 46'4 per cent. of the total
deaths, as compared with 492 per cent. in the previous
year.

At the other extreme of life, i.e. at 60 years of age and
upwards, 21-2 per cent. of the total deaths occurred, as
compared with 192 per cent. in the previous year.

In the following table the number of deaths at various
group-ages is given, and compared with the correspond-
ing number in the ten preceding years.
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TABLE I
P——
AGE
s e R e G s 89 IR D
YEARS. g | 5 S s b= gE | 2 =
6| 8GR 2R B |GE|GE |
by EE 38 EE Es 8 | g%

1874 | 177 452 107 1838 | 361 462 419 | 116
1875| 886 467 132 1660 | 399 422 502 | 113
1876 | 910 924 99 1638 | 398 468 340 | 110
1877 | B840 466 109 1517 | 387 458 325 | 104
1878 | 983 ! 600 100 1780 | 338 483 032 | 142
1879 | 948 | 682 102 1878 | 868 487 658 | 135
1880 | 1136 600 140 2021 | 374 200 a60 | 138
1881 | 1043 627 132 1938 | 410 548 599 | 152
1882 | 1082 752 143 2087 | 4928 557 | 634 | 145
1883 | 1189 696 134 2145 | 484 593 | 670 | 191
1884 | 1367 736 95 2341 | 484 623 | 661 | 157
1885 | 1268 660 94 2153 | 467 @683 | 740 | 150

The preceding statements however do not evade the
fallacy contained in the fact that the number of people
living at different groups of ages may increase or
diminish, in which case the death-rate would similarly
oscillate. Thus an increase in the relative number of
children under 5 years would increase the entire death-
rate, as children of this age have a higher mortality than
older persons. Similarly the presence in any sub-district
of an excess of persons between 15 and 35 (ages of low
mortality), as for instance where there is a large number
of domestic servants,—would lower its apparent death-
rate.

Death-rates This fallacy is escaped in the following
at diffierent — table. It unfortunately refers to the year

ks 1881, the absence of annual census returns
preventing the application of the method to the deaths
of the present year. 'The table is however inserted as an
example of an important method, and as a datum for

comparison when the results of the 1891 census are
known.

T S —






Infantile Mortality.

18

under one

The true mortality among children

year of age can only
correctly be stated in terms of the number living at
that age, obtained from the birth returns.
rate of infants under one year per 1,000 births was
as follows in the various sub-districts.

The death-

In East Battersea 154 deaths under 1 yr. per 1,000 births

ol TR e
;s Clapham
y, Putney

yy Streatham

175
120
133
110

yy Wandsworth 132

Social Position of

1
1
1
"
1}

»n
]
1
»”

1

[n the following table the relative

Deceased. proportion per cent of the mortality
borne by the several classes of the inhabitants during
the years 1878-84 is compared with that of the past year.

TABLE K.
|
Social Status. IE?BII 13753! 1880| 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 1885
!
Nobility & Gentry 1'62| 3:30| 3-40 2-71 3-43'| 248 4:41] 2276
1’rufausi.ﬂna.lﬂla.sar 508 5-90| 5-50| 512 | 4.44% 566/ 625 467
|
Middle Class ..13-101?-40;15-9{:19-1}111:::u-ﬁa_ 19-59( 2566/ 19°10
Industrial Class |75°20/7340/74:20/73:17 71-28 72°27 63-68) 7347
I I
I |
100-0/100-0/100-0 ll}l]‘{mllﬂll}'ﬂﬂiIUD‘{iﬂ-Ilﬂﬂ'ﬂi] 100°00]

Luguests.,

The inquests held during the year

Deuths by Violence.”  were 1?’4, or 4 less than in the l}lle'fiuual-
yeur, and formed 42 per cent of the total deaths.
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The whole of the deaths which formed the subject
of a Coroner’s inquiry in the several sub-districts are
classified according to the verdicts in the following
table.

TABLE L.
Sub-Districts.
Battersea | | ‘-‘E
Verdicts, g pul =
| b=y o= o
- = | =) i 4511 I'E
3 | Bast |West| 2 | & 3 g
Deaths from Natural | !

Causes : ..| 78 | 14 30 i il 3 18
Deaths from Violence :| .. ke .
Aecidental : _ '

Drowning id] B 3 2 o 1 P 3
Suffocation is| 28 16 6 1 e 1 4
Railway Injuries| 8 2 2 ¥ 3 1
Scalds and Burns | 4 1 3 | oy o
Poisoning 5 e M S o
Concussion, :
Fracture, &e.| 5 a 7 | e
juries from Fall 7 ‘ 3 " N = b
Other Injuries .. 7| 1 8 | - ¥4 we 3
Suicidal :
Poisoning 2| 1 A A ;
Hanging . . sl o 1 ia N ik A
Shooting . . b CB 1 e o1 a e 1 1 .
Drowning sal 1 £ 4 . 1 1
Cut-Throat 3 | | . 2 2
Homicidal :
Cut-Throat olli k| ¥} <2 1 4 b F
Fractured Skull ' \
from being o Y I . .o 1
knocked down ) _
Manslanghter ..| 1| .. | .. . s Seat
Execution v AL o e TP : a 1
Open Verdicts : I
Fonnd Drowned..| 4| .. | 2 2 " d
Found Dead ..] 2| .. | 1 1
174 | 45 1 56 /| 1ol 8 |22 .| 86
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A reference to the table shows that of the total number
78 were due to natural causes and 96 to violence. Of
the latter 72 were accidental, 14 were suicidal, 4 homi-
cidal, and in 6 open verdicts were returned.

The number of deaths in which the
cause was not certified by medical
testimony, but in which the Coroner did not deem an

inquest necessary, was 58; as compared with 72 in
1884 and 48 in 1883.

Tneertified Deaths.

Of the 58, 19 occurred in East Battersea; 17 in
West Battersea, 14 in Streatham, 8 in Wandsworth,
and none in Putney or Clapham.

The nature, amount, and fatality of
Sickness & Mortality  the sickness that occurred among the
among 3 ’

Parochial Poor. _pArochial poor in the several sub-

districts are set forth in Table IIIL.

(Appendix, page 114), which forms a valuable index of

the sickness occurring in the Distriet generally. The

total number of cases coming under treatment was

3218, as compared with 2637 in the previous year.

The proportion of deaths to cases under treatment
was only 3:7 per cent, being 1'3 less than in 1884.

Meteorology A reference to Table V. in Appendix

of the Year. will shew the general characters of
the climate during 1885. The rainfall was somewhat
below the average, as was likewise the mean temperature.
In the following table the number of weekly deaths
from Diarrhcea in the whole Metropolis are compared
with the mean weekly temperature and rainfall, during
the weeks in which Diarrheea was most prevalent, in
order to bring out the relationship between the
prevalence of this disease, and a high mean temperature
and deficient rainfall,
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TARLE M.
|
Week of the : Deaths from ! Mean Tm_mpgmmm - Fall of Rain
T | s | Degeits Funesabeln. | 1= T
20th 16 484 074
21st 20 560 0-46
22nd 11 62-6 027
23rd 23 58-5 0-90
24th 24 587 0-39
25th 44 583 _ 0-11
26th 51 . 60-5 ' 0-00
27th -, 110 '. 65-0 002
28th 209 | 61-2 0-49
29th 284 | 64-5 0-01
S0th 348 65-2 0-01
Jlst 309 | 59-4 0-46
32nd 222 58:2 0-14
33rd 163 5 576 0-61
34th 121 i LT _ 0-40
35th 83 56-3 j 1:93
36th 62 | 57-7 | 0-86
37th = 40 52-7 018
38th | 49 | 49-6 0-52
39th 42 476 1-09
40th | 35 | 454 0-44

The relationship between a high atmospherie
temperature and Diarrheea is probably through the
rapid production of fermentative and putrefactive
changes. In hot weather, the food of hand-fed children
rapidly decomposes and the feeding-bottles are sour.
Milk is particularly prone to decomposition under the
same conditions, and should therefore always be scalded.
Water is liable (when it contains the least trace of

impurities) to take on similar changes, and should there-
fore be always boiled before use. A defective rainfall
may act through the defective flushing of sewers and
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house drains which results; and through the dusty condi-
tion of the streets, the dust carrying with it a considerable
portion of organic matter.

This distriet being entirely supplied -
Water Supply-  from the Thames, suffers from the dis-
advantages of river-water as a source of drinking-water.
One of the chief of these is its extremes of temperature
(varying from 37°0 to 70°5 Fahr. during the year,
as compared with a variation between 53°6 and 58°1
Fahr. in the deep-well water distributed by the Kent
Company). The deep-well water remains refreshing
~and palatable in the summer, while in winter it
diminishes the risk of frozen pipes, in both of which
respects it is very superior to river-water. Deep-well
water again has been subjected to natural filtration
through deep strata, the efficiency of which cannot
be equalled by artificial filtration. Little complaint
need, however, be made of the Company’s water, if it
were always drunk in as comparatively pure condition
as contained in the mains.

A Constant Supply While in the cistern, which usually

required. supplies the closet with flushing-water
and the inmates of the house with drinking-water, it is
open to frequent contaminations, owing to the absence
or defective condition of lids; or to accidental emptying
of the cistern and then absorption of foul gases from
the eloset-pan; or to the connection of the overtlow-pipe
with some part of the drainage system (still not
an uncommon condition); or to other causes. The
tepid condition of the water induced by exposure to
a hot sun in a shallow eistern, gives rise to putrefactive
changes, which are active in the production of Summer
. Diarrheea. A constant supply of water, which would
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abolish the cistern except for flushing water-closets,
is one of the most urgent sanitary reforms in the
immediate future, and we beg to call your earnest
and continued attention to it.

Sunitary Operations A study of Table IV. in the Appendix

of the Year will give a clearer understanding of
the detailed sanitary work carried out in each sub-
distriet than any verbal dusﬂnptmn The attention
paid to defects of house- drainage is steadily increasing,
and there can be no doubt that the action taken by
the Board through its officers, is having an influential
educative effect on builders, plumbers, and others con-
cerned in house-construction and drainage. Abundant
powers exist for the enforcement of all items detailed
in Table IV., though it is highly satisfactory that in so
few instances it has been necessary to appeal to the slow
and cumbrous machinery of the law.












BATTERSEA.

The official mean population for the whole Parish
for the year 1885 was 130,971,

The births registered during the yvear were 5,054,
and the birth-rate was 38:58 per thousand. The birth-
rate for London was 326 per thousand.

The deaths recorded were 2,466, which would give
a resulting death-rate of 18:08 per thousand, but if the
deaths of 124 non-parishioners in the Union Infirmary
are deducted, the death-rate would be equal to 17-88
per thousand, the Metropolitan mortality for the year
being 19-7 per thousand.
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An essential preliminary in a report relating to the
ganitary condition of the sub-district 1s to estimate the
population upon which the various rates are to be
calenlated. During the latter years of the last decade,
1871—81, this was a matter of some difficulty to
determine, as the oficial population employed by the
Registrar General was much smaller than the estimated
population deduced from the number of births, thus
unduly over estimating both the birth and death rates.
The census proved the almost absolute correctness of the
estimated population. It is however not probable that
descrepancies so great can again occur, and it may be
veadily demonstrated that the numbers now arrived at
by both the methods give ulmost identical results.

The population of the sub-district by the official method
of computation for the year 1885 was 66,654, being
9948 more than that of the preceding year, a not
excessive estimate of increase, the natural increase by
the surplus of births over deaths being 1,415, as 18
shewn in Table L., the latter being equal to a rate of

212 per thousand.
TARLE 1.

Birth and Death Rates.

Dieaths
; : Natural
TE ; Births. hi-rate. fro Death-rate.
ARS , Birth-rate e Cn:ll:m A eat ek

1876 Py 1,968 420 893 19-0 1.075
1877 i 1,972 420 905 19:25 1,067
1878 = 2185 | 420 | 895 | 178 1,290
1879 ok 2,341 42-0 978 175 1,366
1880 - 2,257 41°57 1,030 189 1,127
1881 g 2,349 411 D66 16-8 1,383
1882 r 2,352 39-13 992 16-48 1,360
1883 " | 9’383 | 8992 | 1,003 | 165 1,380
1884 e 2621 | 4114 | 1.184 185 1,437
1885 .. |2496 | 374 | 1071 160 1,425

N_B.—The birth and death rutes for 1876—9 are based upon the estimated mean
population, the correctuess of which was proved by the census of 1881,
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This table will be found useful as contrasting ’rhe birth
and death rates for the last ten years.

For the years 1876-7-8-9 the estimated (not the officiul)
rates have been given, which former the census returns
shewed to have been almost absolutely correct. The
birth-1ate for those years was estimated at 42 per
thousand. The official birth-rate for those years was
53-8 51'4; 580, and 56'0 per thousand, obviously
excessive and incorrect. The rates whu.h time has
proved to be the correct ones are therefore given.

For similar reasons the actual natnral increase of
pepulation by excess of births over deaths is here shewn
instead of the rate of increase per thousand.

Births.  The births registered during 52 weeks com-
prised in the year 1885 were 2496. The males registered
were 1,301 in number, and the females 1,195. The
consequent birth-rate would be 37'4 per thousand per
annum, the lowest birth-rate yet recorded for Iast
Battersea and shewing an approximation to the rate for
the Metropolis at large, which was 32'6, the lowest
recorded with one exception. It may be anticipated
that in a few years the birth-rate in the sub-district will
be identical with that for London as a whole, it having
fallen 5 per thousand per annum duriug the last five
years.

Mortality.  During 1885 the deaths of 1,071 persons
were registered. Of these 545 were males and 526 were
females. Upon the official mean population of 66,6564
the decath rate was 16 per thousand during the year.
This is the lowest rate of mortality which it has been my
province to record and contrasts favourably with the
Metropolitan mortality of 19.7 per thousand,
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TABLE II.
Statisties of Mortality.
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=] . s ] == nﬁ - ) '351 K == .
————— 10 Va5 2] 50 232830 5| &l st :
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[ Small-pox i it (i 4] el il ' AWl (depidl DRl [l iy e ‘ 5 : 1
Measles s e ag | as ) 180 B]as] .. | 8] 46
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Totals of Zymotie Class 153_ 07 ' 26 | 80 ‘ 79| 9] 9 || W) 8| 3|..-01..| 8|19
. [Gout and Rheumatism. | 11 4 f | R T R 1 2 1 L] e 1 8 i"
'd | Cancer & other Tumours 18| 6 |12 .. | .. | .. | .. 2| 7| 8| 10 1| 1| 1|15
& | Other Constitutional L3 .
J_;'g ‘! Dizeases -, N Ba- S (e I 7 W iy i
- § Phthisis L9133 (58] 3. b1 |80 )38 2(..10. 3|11 77
| £ ) Tales Mesa 00082 L8 |2 B8 |5 | b b i 1 3 1| 3|68
E 2 | Hydrocephalus . J27]12 115 10 15 2 . i 2 1] 24
L& | 8erofula T .11 | ikl s o | e 1
Nervous oo tuhoslsr|ar)oeioe| 6] 7| «|18|12]| 6] x| 2]17| s
: Circulutory e sAAL L o4 |27 1| 2| & @l10 20| 24 -2]|:2]| 10| 5%
Respiratory ..  lsos he7 136 |90 |87 | 5| 3 15 |490|61| 3]..| 2|30
i Digestiye sl sl Lk sl €l pbal alae]l sl-ik cidnliglne
: 1Urinury o E= W (R e - T e e R (e Sl 9 el [ (e b| 11
H Generative s o] (h g (B P e AL RN Mt (i ) e (S| (SR B 1| 6
— Locomotory |, M RC 0 T [ ) I R oo | sw ] ss] B
Integumentary . , 5 s S | = i se | L | oo
; ( Premature Birth, Low | [
b Vitality & Congenital } | 82 | 46 | 36 | 81 Bl 2| 8| 72
=~ = g Defects. .
Old Age i e B i e 0 B ) S R 2111 9 1 1 2118
V. Violence it 1321201 12]19 ﬂ! Ly L B &l F B ilicel %198
VI. Illdeﬂnednml%llldleﬁned Y | e i SR ) R B s S S e SR B
Hﬂtspﬁﬂiﬁl"d Hﬂtspﬂciﬁﬂdl 8 & i . &8 ! 5w (] E# " - w w . = & LR ] LR
Torars  ,J1071)545 526 [385 (219 | 81 | 41 | 74 (165 {134 |22 | & | 22 [122 |922




31

If to the deaths registered as occuring in the sub-district,
one hundred and seventy-nine other deaths in outlyi
institutions, of persons said to belong to the sub-distriet,
be added, the total of 1,250 deaths will give an apparent
death-rate of 18:75 per thousand. But this method makes
no allowance for the numerous persons who die in the
sub-district belonging to other places and who attend the
Metropolitan Hospitals as out-patients, more especially the
Brompton Hospital for Consumption, the Cancer Hospital
and the Vietoria Hospital for Children; being sent up
from various places, and temporarily residing in the sub-
district as a convenient and 1nexpensive lucﬂﬁjty.

Outlying Reference to Table 111, will shew that one
Institutions. . hundred and seventy-nine persons died in
Hospital, Workhouse Infirmary, Asylum Board Hospital
or Lunatic Asylum, who were registered as being inhabi-
tants of East Battersea. In many cases the only title they
possessed to be included amongst our parishioners bei
that they were members of families residing here, they
themselves being employed elsewhere as domestic servants
or employés.

TABLE III.
Deaths in Outlying Institutions.
BEx. AGE. IxsTITUTIONS.
EAST BATTERSEA. AT i ——_E.— f—‘?‘g
NERHOA R
TERET S SR S STt | B § < 5
Ll L BlE BERERES
Ao 18lzlsl=]s EREEES
Disease. = =2 | 8l3 |z | g .E g (B a
= | = |m S|Z|e]|E5 is:n 3
Smu'PﬂI ww o - 15 5 ! Iu I. | I-l ! - W W 15 l (]
&:uhthm - L) L - w .. ' - - . [ LY L ] e - - "
TIPh“HFB‘Tﬂr " - Rl " " w & on 5o ‘ "a " i "
Entorip Fever .. .. ..| 3] 1] 2 3 | oo | s BT Bl
Di.phthﬂl'iﬂ W (] Ty 7 '1 | 3 ] | E L} ‘\‘- LY LY
WhmPinH A ugh . e we 5w e e ' . i se | ww I
H‘Bﬂ-ﬂlﬂ-ﬁ o " # 'l ER W ] Rl "W Oy I . - -
Other Zymotic Diszas:s i gl 3| B] 2 I 4 ! 3l 2 1
Tubercular Diseases .. B 27114113 1|26 1 Q11|13 1
Cancer ., 4 .t cng B0 ol B .o | T LBtk |t 1
Rheunmatism Ll i P iy ¥Em 1 ; 1 | i |
Respiratory Diseases ., «d22414 | 81}.. 1 1L | 11 | 11 | 11
Ci.culatory Diseases .. .. l18112 6[.. |16 2| 612
Nervous Discases .. ..Jus]1| 7). |3) 5l o] 4,017
Other Diseasss - .« 180118 | 17 212112310 | 25
Violence Y = 8wl |12 20..| 14
Torats .. 179 | 98 lﬂl 7 l133 ( 30 ILEE \93 18| 7
|
.
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It will be seen that the following was the mortality in
the several institutions, viz:—

Ureneral and Special Hospitals .. . 98
Wandsworth & Clapham Union Infirmary.. 56
Metropolitan Asylums Board Hunplt.u.h for
Small-pox and Fever ’ -4 18
County and other Lunatic A.sjlumu il 7

ToraL caw AN

S Under one year 385 infants died, being 59

PDeath- of the total mortality. Between one and five
years 219 deaths were recorded, equal to 204 per cent.
Together 604 deaths occurred under five years of age,
being 56.4 per cent. of the 1,071 deaths registered.
This was distinctly an improvement upon the infantile
mortality of the preceding years when it was 654 per
cent. of the total deaths.

Twenty-two persons were stated to have died from
old age, the number at 80 years and over being also 22.

Zymotic  Table 1V. illustrates the incidence of the in-

Disewses: fectious diseases for the last ten years. It must
not be forgotten that the population of the sub-district
has doubled during that period.

TABLE IV.
Zymotic Mortality in the East Baltersea Sub-district.

|
1876 1877 ISTE%IETH 1380!1831 188: '!1333 1534 ]33-’.\'

] ]
Small-pox o SPRTIWNERY] LTI} o Leed A0
Measles .. % |20 47| 6|47 |22 60|33 |05 |92 49
Bearlet Fever .s s |34 |18 |19 | 44 | 63| 20|36 |17 17| 3
e o+ The IR 12 13 | 15 17 | 14 14 | {8 2
Diphtheria b il afielinl s1al gl 810 &
hooping Cough .. .. | D3 | 26 | 63 | 39 | 43 | 37 | 56 ‘ a3 | 60 | 47
ic Diarrhea .. .. L 60| a7 |71 |48 | 78| 45|37 |5) | 93] 63
Dther Zymotic Diseases 23 (22 |20 |25 |13]18| 11|19 |20/ 13

Total Deaths from d}mum L]

Diseases 5 a "L'i'ﬂ- (206 1194 1218 |237 [217 [194 185 317 |193
Zymotic Death-rate ., oo |44 (4838789 435|373 213049 -8
Dieath-rate from all Diseases ., 190 19-2(17-3|17-6 |18-9 H':-‘i'!-lﬂ'-i"lﬂ'ﬁ 185 {150

| WA e
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It will be observed that the number of deaths from these
diseases has been unusually low during the year under

report. In fact the greatly diminished death-rate is
largely due to this circumstance.

Small-poz caused but one death in the sub-district,
that of an unvaccinated girl of 15 years of age. The
girl took the disease from her mother and no medical
attendance was provided for either and the outbreak of
disease concealed from the sanitary authorities, until an
attempt to register the girl's death without a medical
certificate informed them of its existance. The father,
the legally responsible person, contracted the discase and
was removed to the Small-pox Hospital where he also
died. About the same time two unvacciuated children
of another family were brought from an infected house
in Lambeth. These children were removed to the Small-
pox Hospital, where they both died. There was a
third child in this family which had been vaccinated
and which was sleeping with the others, but was not
attacked by the disease. A more convincing proof of
the efficacy of vaccination could not be adduced. In
the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board 15
deaths of inhabitants of the sub-district occurred. There
was a severe outhreak of this disease during several
months of the year, amongst the parish poor 103 cases
were recorded. Isolation by immediate removal of those
attacked, re-vaccination of the inmates of the house, and
disinfection of the rooms, clothing and bedding, and in
many instances the destruction of the latter, effectually
suppressed the epidemic.

Measles.—This disease has also been widely prevalent
during the year, and although fatal in but relatively few
cases as compared with the number attacked, and then
by intercurrent maladies such as Bronchitis or Pneumonia,
wluch are frequently the result of exposure or careless
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nursing, is most difficult to suppress; as the infectious
stage occupies a considerable proportion of the 14 days’
incubation which is found to exist in this disease, and
this before any rash appears upon the skin. The large
number of 49 deaths was rccorded and represents an
enormously greater number of children attacked.

Whooping-Cough was prevalent, and fatal in 47 cases,
frequently in combination with, or following Measles.

Searlet Fever was conspicuous by its absence, but one
fatal case being registered. There are, however, indica-
tions of an approaching epidemic.

Diarrheea was fatal in 63 cases, about the usual pro-
portion, and in nearly every case in hand-fed children,
clearly indicating the source of the malady.

Fevers.—Typhus is credited with one death during the
year. Sporadic cases of this disease undoubtedly crop
up from time to time, although some authorities consider
them all to be really abnormal cases of Typhoid or
Enteric Fever. The latter disease caused death in five
instances, very much fewer than in the year 1884, and
shewing in conjunction with the small number of deaths
from other diseases of the same class, the very excellent
sanitation of the sub-district. Three other cases of

Typhoid died in hospital.

Diphtherie.—This disease like the last mentioned
depends upon the sanitary condition of a district, more
especially of its sewers and water supply. But 8 deaths
were registered durinz the year, 7 others however took
place in the various hospitals.

Other Zymotic These include 8 cases from Puerpural
Dissuses.  [gver and 5 from lrysipelas, together 13,
and are below the average in number.
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OtherDisensss  Reference to Table V. will shew the
;'mﬂ‘;i‘::;n incidence of these diseases during 1885 and
: - the preceding nine years. It will be seen that
they do not differ much in numbers from year to year,
slowly rising with the increase of population, but not
keeping pace with such increase, the population having
doubled in the period, and these diseases only having
increased some 20 per cent.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs as usual head the
list with respect to numbers. These do not include
Consumption which is grouped with Tubercular diseases.
The former diseases included 303 deaths and the latter
181, together 484, or 45 per cent of the total mortality.

Diseases of the nervous system including Brain disease
caused 104 deaths, of the Circulatory including Heart
disease 51, and from Premature Birth and Low Vitality
82 deaths. All these were below the average, the
increased population being taken into account.

TABLE V.

Comparative Table of Deaths from Non-Zymotie Diseases
Sor ten years, 1876-85.

| ' :
Diszases, lﬂ?ﬂ! 1877(1878 lETE:lESﬂllﬂ-El IE-E'E% I883 1884 IEE&I

r i
Tubercular &% .« (205|193 [116 167 |213 173 [192 175 213 181
Nervous System, Brain, &e. .. | 67 | 32 (110 | 97 |11=} 128 [112 |119 128 lo4
Circulatory (Heart, &e.) 4 48 | 52 | 38 | 28 | 53 | 47 | 44 | 53 51
iratory i .. (189 |203 |217 (271 190 |188 258 |248 241 303
Digestive .. i .| 86|92 |33 |32 |41 |3p| 23|42 |22 86
Uri 16| 9| 9|11 18|13 | 20| 16|16 16

l'lﬂrj" - L] LRl

Generative, including Penturition)] 1| 1| 3| 2| 4| 7/ 3 9} 4| 7
ImIn motory, Bones, &e. sy B ) b 3| ; 3 ?: sasd &) ?
Promature Bisth .. .. |66 |67 | 45|85 oo | o7 |es !4 ris | e

Uncertain Seat (Cancer, Sy philis, . . | i
Dropsy, &c. .. .| 14| 28|18 | 21 | 12| 271156 | 22|26 | 86
Old Age .. i 11313 9|20 22141821 19 22
Violence .. s ..| 82|26 25|26 |33|24]30 | 24 [ 18 | 32
Not Specified - 9| 9|17 |1af11]|a]2e| o 4
Torars e .. [B8T 690 [TO1 760 iTS‘E 649 1798 |EIE lﬁﬁ? 878

) I i
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Nineteen such cases occurred in 1885. Of
these eleven were submitted to the Coroner,
who deemed an inquest unnecessary, all being from
natural causes and the circumstances not being of a
nature to justify a formal enquiry.

Deaths not
Certified.

In the eight cases in which the most objectionable
course was taken of registering the death without either
a medical certificate or the Coroner’s authority the
following me the details :—

attended by an
Age 1! months .. Diarrhea Convulsions , unregistered
practitioner.
y» 8 days .. Convulsions . =
s 4 months ,, Consumption i
sy 4 hours .. Convulsions { am;?dfiﬂ ? .
e 6 dﬂfﬂ i " . "
i 30 hﬂ'ﬂrﬂ - ¥y . L]
,» {(mnot stated) .. Premature Birth Gyt o5
,» 15 years ., Small-pox | l l::mﬂd;nf

In the last case, a concealed case of Small-pox proved
fatal, no medical man being called in. The case is the
subject of comment elsewhere.

Inquests.  Tn addition to ecleven cases of uncertified
death in which an informal inquiry by the Coroner took
place, forty-five inquests have been held during the year.
In all investigation in fifty-six cases of death have been
made by him.

The particulars of the cases in which inquests have
been held may be summarised as follows :—



From 7 atural causes .. 1 A, K 11 14
From Accidental causes—

Asphyxia (15 infants) .. . s 1

Concussion, Fracture, &e. &5

Drowned

Killed on lewajr o

Erysipelas from wound, Bca.ld or Bnrn,

D‘r&rdﬁﬂﬂ of Jalap, each 1 . ) 3 — 29

Homicidal—

Suicide from Prussic Acid, Hanging, each 1 2

BD o Ch B

45
an increase of eight inquests on the preceding year.

Of the asphyxiated infants death took place in ten
instances between Friday night and Monday morning,
another on Christmas eve, two on Tuesday and the other
two on Thursday. Inone of the latter cases the Coroner
did not hold an inquest.

Social The deaths registered during 1885 shewed
Position.  the following relative proportions occurring in

the several classes.
No. Per cent.

Nobility and Gentry .. iy P 5 = 41
Professional Class T - s 22 = 2'05
Middle and Trading Classes .. o et 1339
Industrial Labouring Classes .. .. 922 = 8609

Torars .. .. 1,071 100-00

The most noticable feature in the table is the diminu-
tion in the numbers of the upper classes which has been
going on for some years, and the steady increase in the
professional and trading classes. The proportions do
not vary much however from year to year.

Vaceination. 'Lhe register of public vaccinations shews
that the Public Vaccinator performed the following
successful operations during 1885 at the appointed station.

Primary Vaceinations a5 ‘e .. 1593
Re-vaceinations ’ A I o 2Pb

Total s .. 1878




The total number of births registered was 2,496, so
that 63 per cent. of the children born in the sub-distriet
were vaccinated as above. It is but right to state that
during the various several epidemics of Small-pox which
have occurred in the sub-district, and in which every case
has been investigated, not one of the persons attacked
has been vaccinated at the public vaceination station.

Sanitary In order to define the area of work of the

Operations. A gsistant Sanitary Inspectors a revision of
the boundaries of the Wards in East Battersea has
been made for such purpose.

Ward No. 1, in which 3,200 houses were situated, has
been made to include the Beaufoy Estate containing 800
houses, bringing up the total to 4,000 houses, and has
been assigned to Assistant Inspector Freeman.

Ward No. 2 contains in East Battersea 5,300 houses,
(1,000 houses in No. 2 Ward being in West Battersea,
from the Latchmere Road to Falcon Road), and the 800
houses in the Beaufoy Estate having been attached to
No. 1 Ward, the remaining 4,500 houses have been
assigned to Assistant Inspector Poole.

The work of these officers is fairly equalised, and they
have given me great satisfaction by the manner in which
they carry ount their important but sometimes very
disagreeable duties.

During 1885 the large number of 8,111 houses and
premises were inspected with the result that 617 notices
were served, including more than twice that number of
defects. These were all properly attended to and tle
necessary works completed, with the exception of 188
cases in which it was necessary to serve second notices.
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But three cases had to be taken before the Magistrate,

in each of which compulsory orders were obtained, and
the works executed.

The number of houses disinfected after infectious
diseases was 257, the largest number yet disinfected in
any year. Increasing experience of the efficacy of
sulphurous acid gas fumigation but confirms the high
estimation in which the method is held, for cheapness,
safety and efticiency. It will be observed that no case
of infectious disease recurred after such disinfection. In
the summary of sanitary operations to be found in the
appendix the detailed statement will shew that very
many defects have been remedied by the execution of
the necessary works, entailing as a rule in each case
repeated inspections.

Defective house drains required cleansing and repair-
ing in 596 instances, in addition to which 550 new or
reluid drains were carried out. Syphon traps were laid
to drains in 107 instances. 'These constitute altogether
valuable improvements to the house drainage of the sub-
district, which has been much improved during the last
few years, but few of the grosser defecfs being now
found. It is however a matter of primary importance
that the ventilation and treatment of the gases generated
in the main sewers should receive earnest attention, as
any back pressure of gas readily forces the weak water
seals of the domestic drains to the injury of the health
of the inhabitants.

In fact the time has arrived when a more systematic
and scientific method of ventilating the main sewers
must be devised and adopted than the present weak
expedient of surface ventilators, which are offensive
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when in operation and veadily blocked up by road debris.
Some form of upecast shaft to carry the gaseous contents
of the sewers far above the house level should be devised
and put in operation, and if practicable such gases should
be so treated by heating, washing, disinfection or some
analogous process as to become inoffensive and not
dangerous either from their own toxie constituents or as
carriers of disease germs.

The question of the removal of house refuse has been so
constantly before the Local and Sanitary Committees
and the Board during the year, that it is unnecessary for
me to refer to the subject except to say, that the necessity
for the more frequent removal of such refuse was the
subject of much unanimity of opinion, which will doubt-
less have the result of effecting great changes in that
direction.

The Board has during the year made regulations
applicable to tents and vans used for human habitation,
with valuable results. A report of the Chief Inspector
of Nuisances dated November 2nd, 1885, upon the result
of an inspection of such habitations, shewed over-
crowding of the worst kind. Thus in one instance a
man and several children were found to sleep in a van
with but 84 cubic feet of air per adult, and half that
amount for the children. One ecistern of 57 gallons
capacity served for 23 persons, many of different fumilies.
The vans were cleanly but ill ventilated, but the tents
were dirty, damp and crowded to excess. The regula-
tions will, when in force, remedy these defects.

Bakehouses. These have all been properly inspected

twice at least during the year and the necessary cleansing
aud lime-whiting duly attended to. The whole of the
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bakehouses in East Battersea are in a ciﬂaniy and
sanitary condition and in accordance with the Board’s
Regulations.

Cow-housce. These are diminishing in number year
by year. The few left in the sub-district are in ac-
cordance with the regulations.

Slaughter-  All were in such a condition that their re-

houses Ticensing was not opposed. It is to be desired
that a public slaughter-house under the control of the
Board may be before long established and private
slaughter-houses connected with dwellings be abolished.

Cholera, which in obedience to the laws of the pro-
gression which it has hitherto observed when occurring
in this country should have been with us during 1885,
falled to put in an appearance. The fatal cases of
diarrhcea which usually proceed cholera were but 63
compared with 93 in the year 1884. It is therefore to
be hoped that we have escaped an epidemie, which we
are well prepared to meet should itappear. [he disease
appears still to linger in the hotter and dirtier towns of
Southern Europe.

In conclusion I have to congratulate the Board upon
the satisfactory sanitary report which the condition of
the sub-district of kast Battersea enables me to make ; a
condition which raflects much credit upon those having
charge of its sanitation, and by whose vigilant supervision
and courteous assistance the officers are enabled to per-
form their duties with satisfaction to themselves and
credit to the sanitary authority under whom they act.
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Mr. Pilditch, the Surveyor for Battersca, has always
readily accorded to me his invaluable aid and great

experience, and the past year has enabled me to avail
myself freely of both.

Mr. Richards, the Chief Inspector of Nuisances, has
performed his duties in a very perfeet manner during the
year, and I have to thank him for much valuable
assistance.

W. H. KEMPSTER, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Heath for Euast Butlersea.
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WEST BATTERSEA.

The year under report was marked by a greater
number of deaths than its predecessor, consequently the
death rate is raised exactly 10 per 1,000, but though the
decths have increased by 76 it is gratifying to observe
that the inerease is in those classes of disease over which
we as sanitarians have little or no direet control; indeed,
in such diseases of the zymotic class, there is a decrease
of 17 as compared with those of the previous year.
Doubtless the stability of the low death-rate from this
class of disease for some years past indicates that the
improved sanitary arrangements are telling upon the
general health of the people, and is some recompense to
the Board for the great efforts constantly being put
forth and the expense incurred.

Those diseases of the preventative class which have
been most fatal, are Measles, Whooping-cough, and
Diarrhcea —no less than 196 under five years of age
being returned out of a total of 234. It would be well
if parents would take more care of their children whilst
suffering from the former disease, for in every case
Lung complication—to which they are at that time
particularly susceptible—is given as the cause of death.

Diarrhcea was not nearly so severe as in former years,
which may in some measure be accounted for by the
low temperature which prevailed during the summer
months, it attained its greatest fatality in the month of
August, and was almost entirely confined to young
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Small Pox which had shown signs of becoming
epidemic in 1884, but abated towards the end of the
year, returned with renewed vigour in the present year.
The cases were nearly all in adults, and were with one
exception removed to hospital, the exception being the
case of a man found dying when visited. The
arrangements for removing these patients are as perfect
as they well can be, no delay having occurred in a
single case. It is no doubt owing to rapid isolation
that the disease was confined to narrow limits, in all
44 cases were removed; it was not confined to any
particular part of the district, but was general, and
in most cases it was difficult to trace its origin, and
may be atiributed to persons having had the disease,
concealing it; their clothes not being submitted to
disinfection and wearing them in public, so spreading 1t
broadecast, as the following case will shew: An adult
female convalescent from Small Pox paid a visit to
her parents at . in a fortnight her mother and
two sisters died of the disease, there was no Small Pox
in the neichbourhood nor had there been, and there is
not the least doubt that it was communicated by the
visitor. We should have known nothing of it had not
the Medical Officer of Health written asking me to
ascertain if there had been any Small Pox in the
house from which she left. This is another instance in
which the compulsory notification of infectious disease
would have been of valuable service.

Population. The population estimated on the basis
pursued by the Registrar-General for themiddle of the
year would be 64,317, this however must not be
considered as accurate as the birth-rate is again 40
per thousand more than that of the census year when
the population was exactly knowa. The .apid
development of the Broomwood KEstate, West side,
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Nightingale Park, &c., would tend to show that our
population has grown at a greater rate than that allowed

by the Registrar-General.

Mortality. The total number of deaths returned by
the Registrar as having taken place in this sub-district
was 1395—of which 666 were males and 729 females.
In 1884, 1319 were returned, there is therefore an
increase of 76 on that year. In addition to the above,
68 took place in public institutions outside the district
making a total of 1463 persons who died connected
with this division of the parish.

Of the 1395, 269 occurred in Public Institutions,
viz:—254 in the Infirmary and 15 in the Bolingbroke
Hospital ; these are 14 below those of the previous
year, when 283 were returned.

Of the deaths which took place in the Infirmary
76 belonged to West Battersea, the remainder to other

sections of the district.

Deducting the 269 deaths in Public Institutions 1,126
will be the correct number for this out-door district.®

The number of deaths registered in each quarter
of the year was as follows :—

First Second Third Fourth
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter,
395 311 325 364

Total deaths from all causes including all deaths
in the Infirmary in the respective years were :—

1875 1876 1877 1878 1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 1885

856 854 820 908 1002 1010 1195 1222 1341 1319 1395

*_Out-door with reference to Infirmary.
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The deaths in the Infirmary werc 254—males 146,
females 108.

The death - rates per 1,000, including Infirmary
deaths belonging to this sub-district and out-lying

1875 1876 1877 1878 1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 1885

— g

2002 195 171 185 20:0 16:8 190 180 186 188 198

The deaths during the past year not including those
occurring in its Institutions, nor those in out-lying
Institutions, numbered 1,126 ; these give a death-rate
of 175 per 1,000.

Birth-rate.—'The number of births registered were
2558, of which 1,288 were males and 1,270 females,
being a difference of 18 in favor of the males.

The rate i1s 398 per 1,000, being 48 per 1,000
more than that of the census year, at the same time
the same increase of population as in the preceeding
decennial period has been allowed.

The return for each quarter was as follows :—

First Second Third Fourth
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter,
. 694 584 642 638

Natural The above number of births are 1,303 in
Inereass. oxcess of the deaths, and constitute the year’s
natural increase, more than double those of the death:.

The following table shows the cause of all deaths,
classiied according to age, sex, and social position,
which have taken place in this sub-listrict during
the year :—
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Including all deaths in the Inficmary.
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Zymotic The deaths from this class of disease
Mortality.  were 234, of which 105 were males and 129
females, and are 17 less than those of the previous year.
The greatest fatality was from Whooping - cough,
Diarrheea, and Measles, which collectively gave 200
of the total number. There is compared with last
year an increase in Whooping-cough, Measles, and a
decrease in Diarrheea, T'yphoid Fever, Child-bed Fever,

Scarlet Fever, and Diptheria.

From Fevers other than Secarlet and Measles there
were 19 deaths, classified as follows :—

Typhoid or Enteric .. v # 9
Puerperal = . - .o 10
19

Of the total number 108 were under 1, 88 from 1 to 5
years of age, 13 from 5 to 20, and 25 from 20 upwards.
No less than 196 of the total 234 were under 5 years

of age.
The following table contrasts all deaths from Zymotic
causes during the past 10 years ; also the death rate:—
TABLE 1IV.
Zymotic Mortality in the West Batlersea Sub-district.

|
IETEIIE?T I8T78|1879(18580{1851 IEEEl [EB:%'iBEl IHB:'J
Small Pox .. . w8 108 (BT 08 T 21
Measles .. i ..|3 | 8|34 |43 | 8|50 | 30| 52| 42 | 63
Scarlet Fever T o |20| B 4|556|30| 25|35 |26|14| O
Diphtheria .. b a8 B &1 ¥R ] L] 2
Enteric Fever i |19 |26 |16 |27 |10|20 |14 | 12| 20| O
Whooping-Cough .. 3211836 |11 |23 |31 |47 46|46 | T4
Epidemic Dim'-;ﬁm o o |42 | 22 | 41 | 17 | 61 | 53 | 30 | 64 | 82 | 63
Other Zymotic Diseases 11 |11 | 24 | 12 |10 | 16 | 24 | 16 | 34 | 17
Total aths from Zymotic
Diseases., . . .. J168 [107 [150 {174 |146 [198 (194 |218 |21 [234
Zymetic Death-rate ., o |4T7|28]|38|42)|20|38|36|36 4036
Death-rate from all Diseases ,, |19-5 (171185200 |16-8 [19-0 [18-0 |18-6 |18-5 |19-8

e ) From these classes 1161 deaths were
of Death  returned being 93 in excess of those ol
s i o el year. There were 212 from Bronchitis;
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Pneumonia, 93; Other Lung Diseases, 32: from
Circulatory = Disease, 108; Brain and Nerves, 178;
Digestive Organs, 52; Premature Birth, Low Vitality,
55; 0ld Age, 54 ; Cancer, 31; Violence, 29 ; &e.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs, Cancer, Premature
Birth, Old Age, shows an increase as compared with
last, whilst those of the Digestive Organs and Brain
and Nerves a slight decrease.

From the Tubercular Class, 239 were returned, viz:—
Phthisis, 138; Tabes Mesenterica, 71; Scrofula, 21;
and Hydrocephalus, 9. Of those from Phthisis, 27
were under 20 ; and 111 from 20 to 60 years of age.

The deaths from Old Age were 54 against 45 of last
year, the eldest being—females, 90, 90, and 93 re-
spectively ; the opposite extreme we find the duration
of life to have been in 58 instances, a few days, 19 a few
hours, and in 3 a few minutes.

Of the 1,161 deaths, 561 were those of males and
600 of females.

The following table contrasts all deaths from non-
zymotic causes during the past 10 years.

I
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certain  Seat r |
di;;mau.. ﬂu i l?. 3?! asl 29| 17| 36 21 27 13 au‘ 2
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The causes of death of persons dying without the
district will be found in the table following, they
were 68 in number.

TABLE III
Deaths in Outlying Institutions.
BEx. AgE. IxsTITUTIONS.
WEST BATTERSEA. TS [ - :

| Egﬁﬁ

# ; | E' ﬂ_f-ﬂﬂ

@ E I 2 E I-a E‘ g‘g"

DisEasE. 'g .% E 2 ; E § Eﬁ = i
B8 |m]lB|~I8|R R E‘

Small Pox A, -. - (] 2 4 6 G
Scarlet Fever B s |8 | | (B [FTRE 1 1
meﬁ-r L) L) L LI} L - - w - a L L - @ .
nteric Fever .. i sl 1 | [ ) ek o] 1 1
Whooping Cough . il g el sl s [ea Pty ael] e
Mﬂu]ﬂ'ﬂ i & e = s . T . W "W ' " .
Other Z D‘!.II:DJ.BHI.&EH LA i Lol h 11 E e [FIT
Tua ar Diseases i ol il s B as D R ] T
Cancer .. A e | 21 1 [ P 31 s
Bheumatism i ey o | el RIS L ot £e s
Respiratory Diseases = | L. T] 3 9 - 1 -
Circulatory Diseases a .2J10] 6] 5 30 ] 30 ] s TR ] e
Neorvous Diseases i e Bt i e 4 [ [ 5| 32
Other Disenses ., ia 181 61150 2116810 ..]14] %
Violence o i ol = 2 1 g 3 i 8 | s
Toralse .. ..|8818|33] 2166 ..]..|063]|1b

Those occurring in Institutions within the district are included in the
General Mortality table.

Inquests.  Iinquiries were held on the bodies of 32
males and 23 females, in all 55, being 4 less than those
of the previous year. The verdicts were as follows :—

From Natural Causes .. i 30
,y Accidental B . 20
Found Drowned - - 2
53 DB&‘I oW " 1
Suicide A e . e 2
a4

Of the Accidental causes 2 were killed on the railway,
8 by falls, 2 whilst bathing, 1 by poison, 3 from burns,
6 suffocated in bed.
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The suicides were respectively :—

1 by Poison.
1 ,, Drowning.

In addition to the above inquests, 13 cases of sudden
death were submitted to the Coroner who did not
deem an enquiry necessary.

Of Infants suffocated in bed with their parents there
are 6, and occurred on the following dates :—

Tuesday, 27th January.
Bunday, 8th March.
Sunday, 15th March.
Thureday, 11th June.
Saturday, 25th July.
Wednesday, 30th September.

Deaths not Under this head the Registrar-General
Certified: places 17, at the same time as stated above
13 were submitted to the coroner who issued his order
for burial, therefore it cannot be said they were
consigned to the grave without some enquiry, the
remaining four were those of Infants born prematurely
whose period of existence was registered by minutes

and hours, and whose mothers had been attended
by midwives.

Social The per-centage of deaths, in relation to
Position. go¢ial position was as follows :—

Nobility and Gentry 9 18 = 128
Professional e . 9 = ‘64
Middle and Trading Class 164 = 1178
Labouring .. 24 1204 = 863

1895 100-00

-
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Dm“d The number of cases which came under
mum,g g, treatment was 609—277 being males and
Union Poor. 332 females, being nearly 100 in excess
of those of last year, indeed there has been a steady
increase of pavochial cases for the last four years,
this increase has been in general diseases and Small
Pox, 44 cases of the latter having been removed to
hospital. Of the total, 29 died giving a death-rate

of 4'7 per cent.

Sanitary Reference to the table of Sanitary operations

Matters. Wil show the large amount of work carried
out during the year, the district is now equally divided
and an Inspector appointed to each who systematically
visits tne houses in his district. No. 3 contains 5,400,
No. 4 about 5,000, making a total of 10,400, of
which 8,460 a larger number than ever before dealt
with, were inspected. and the results. inserted in the
books.—1,000 first notices were . served to remedy
defects, of which 797 were at once complied with, in
the remainder second notices had to be served, and the
Magistrate appealed to in five only for compulsory
orders.

A large number of closets were found without any
water supply, a condition of things which has no right
to exist for very obvious reasons; to 307 water has

now been laid on.

Disinfection has been actively carried out and actual
destruction of bedding, &ec. whero . necessary, in all
169 houses were’ disinfected after .imfectious disease,
and in no instance has a second ease occurred after
its use; the means used -are fumigation by 'sulphurous
acid, and judging.drom results appear in every way
satisfactory, - thongh--the prevailing opinion of the



present day is that all textures should be disinfected
by heat, every person must admit the destroying
power of heat, and if the temperature which will
destroy the germs of disease is known, then nothing
can be more certain in its action. This matter has
been recently investigated by Dr. Parsons, one of the
Medical Officers of the Local Government Board, who
after very exhaustive experiments arrives at the same
conclusion.

The following will show under what conditions some
persons will live.—F. W , who carried on the
business of gut cleaning, used an adjoining shed as
a stable with two stalls, in one was a horse, and in
the other (which was used as a living and sleeping
room) his wife and five children; thus 7 persons
were residing in the stall of a stable with a horse in
the adjoining stall, no ventilation or light with the
exception of the door. The cubical contents of the
whole being 1,560 feet. Proceedings were taken
forthwith.

The following, of which examples constantly occur
will shew the necessity of legislation in reference to
drains of new houses, —Mr. 8., Ousely Road complained
of an offensive smell in his house, on inspection being
made and the drains opened up, it was found that a
branch drain which had been brought into the house
from the sewer, but not being needed, was left
unstopped, so allowing sewer gas to pass freely into
the house.

Complaints were made to the Metropolitan Board
of Works of the dilapidated condition of houses in
Europa Place, they having acquired them for the
purpose of the New Bridge, at once demolished them.
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Cow and Slaughter-houses were all inspected and
the licenses renewed.

Bake-houses are visited twice yearly and all are in
good sanitary and cleanly condition.

Mortuary. In August a register was commenced to
be kept of all bodies taken into the Mortuary; since
that time 29 have been received. There is also a
room set aside for post-mortem examinations which
can be used by all medical men in the parish.

Throughout the year the Assistaut Inspectors have
worked well, under the supervision of Mr. D. Richards,
who is a most active officer, and I am pleased to be
able to bear testimony not only to the great interest
he takes in his work, but also to his knowledge and
the tact displayed in carrying out often-times most

disagreeable duties.

J. OAKMAN,
Medical Offlcer of Health for West Baltlersea.
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CLAPHAM.

It is with much satisfaction that I present the following
report of the sanitary condition of this sub-district during
the year 1885.

During the period under report, the health of Clapham,
as tested by various criteria has been most satisfactory.

(¢) The death-rate has been lower than at any
previous recorded period, and this notwithstanding the
fact that the density of the population of Clapham is
steadily increasing. The death-rate was in fact lower
than that of most of the healthy rural districts.

(b) 'The deaths from Infectious and such like diseases,
(classed together under the name Zymotic) were much
below the average. The zymotic death-rate was lower
than it has previously been known to be; and we may
reasonably infer that infectious diseases were prevalent
only to a small extent. Special stress may be laid on
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this low zymotic death-rate, as zymotic diseases are
par excellence preventible diseases, and those with which
therefore sanitarians are particularly concerned.

In the following pages details are given of the vital
statistics and sanitary work of the past year, from
which a more complete knowledge of the sanitary
condition of Clapham may be obtained.

Population.  The first requisite in ascertaining the various
rates of mortality and vitality, is an accurate knowledge
of the popula‘ion. Owing to our being midway between
two census enumerations this is impossible; but in the
following estimate the plan adopted by the Registrar
General is followed. Assuming the rate of increase to
be the same as in the decade previous to the last census
the population of this sub-district in the middle of 1885
was 40,832.

Births and The number of births registered was 1,030,
Birth-rate. o which 511 were males and 519 females.
The annual birth-rate was 25:22 per thousand of the
estimated population, which (see table I.) was the lowest
for ten years. The birth-rate for the whole Metropolis
was 326 per thousand, the lowest rate on record since
1850.

Deaths and During the year 1885, 508 deaths, 237 of
Death-rate.  alas and 271 of females, were registered in
the sub-district. These are equivalent to an annual
death-rate of 1244 per thousand, the lcwest hitherto
recorded in Clapham. (See table). The death-rate for
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the whole of Loadon was, during the same pericd, 19-7
per thousand inhabitants, and for the twenty-cight great
towns of England and Wales in the proportion of 205 per
thousand mhabitants.

The natural increase of the population of Clapham, ie.,
the excess of births over deaths was 521, giving a rate
of 12-7 per thousand.

TABLE LI.

Birth and Death-rates.

' Deaths Rave of

YEARS. | DBirths. Birth-rate. from Death-rate. | Natural
all Canscs, Increase,

1876 ..| 1,095 | 343 545 | 177 158
1877 ..| 1,029 | 824 | 467 | 148 185
1878 ..| 1,019 | 342 580 181 159
1879 ..| 1125 | 341 561 170 170
1880 ..| 1,082 | 297 544 | 149 151
1881 ..| 1,059 | 289 499 | 135 153
1882 ..| 1081 | 288 544 145 143
1848 ..| 1,085 | 2825 580 15-1 13'1
1884 ..| 1123 | 2832 | 543 | 137 146
1885 .. | 1,030 2522 @ 508 (1244 127

Deatlis i The deaths already enumerated do not
Mote da i include those of inhabitants of this sub-
district who have died in out-lying institu-
tions, such as the Union Infirmary, the Asylums Board
Hospitals for Infectious Diseases, and the General and
Special Hospitals of the Metropolis. In the following
table, these additional deaths, 77 in number, are arranged
s0 as to shew the causes of death, age and sex of patients,
and character of the Lustitution in which they died.
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TABLE II,
Deaths in Outlying Institutions.

SEx. AcE. INsTITUTIONS
| 2EJc
} o148 E
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Rhﬂunmri'milﬁlli---l-ltl-ll‘,.-j- " w e ® . 'K} i@ W ow llI'll
Respiratory Diseases ............ gd 21 X2 |l say B
Circula Dinotees .0 ueenses k14l 11 28 .. -8B B]-B |
Nervous Diseases.........oeeeue. i5dan| &1 .:|l.8| 31 8] Tl
Other Diseases ...vve'unsesen ans Bk ad 18] ade s ol s ..
viulmw lllllllllllllllllllllll l 1 . L] 1:'.' LN 1- -.
TOTALS, ..\ 0ses 77 laa | 33| ¢ |45 28] 35 37' 5
1 -! |

It will be seen that 35 of the external deaths occurred
in the Wandsworth & Clapham Union Infirmary, 37 in
the various hospitals, and only 5 in the Asylums Board
Hospitals. If these 77 deaths be added to the 508
occurring in Clapham, the death-rate becomes 1432 per
thousand living, as compared with 1627 in the preceding
year. 'This remarkably low inclusive death-rate bears
out the conclusion already stated, of the excellent vital
condition of this sub-district during the past year.

Deaths The [vllowing table gives a summary of
oecurming n - gl] the deaths registered as occurring in
3 Clapham. : e ¥ . .

this sub-district during the past year, classified
according to cause, sex, and social position; and a more
detailed list of the deaths from zymotic diseases.
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TABLE III
STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.
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AgesatDeath.  49-8 per cent. of the total deaths occurred
at various ages below 20 years, 24'5 per cent. being
under 1 year, and 12'8 per cent. between 1 and 5. In
the preceding year 53 per cent. of the total deaths oc-
curred at ages below 20, 33 per eent. under 1 year, and
14'3 per cent. below | and 5 years.

The proportion of deaths under 1 year to total deaths
obviously will vary with the birth-rate. The larger the
number of children of this age, and the greater the
incidence of the causes of infantile mortality. It is
therefore desirable to check the previous percentage of
Ceaths under 1 year, by ascertaining the proportion of
deaths of infants in the first year of life to registered
births during the year, known as the Infantile death-rate.
In Clapham this was 120 per thousand births, as com-
pared with 160 in the preceding year, and with 148 for
the whole Metropolis during 1885. The diminution in
infantile mortality was largely due to the smallermortality
from zymotic diseases at this age, 21 as compared with
39 in the previous year.

Senile Mortality.  "T'he deaths of persons over 60 years formed
20 per cent. of the total deaths, as compared with 236
per cent. in the previous year. 294 per cent. of the
total deaths occurred between 20 and 60 vears of age, as
compared with 235 per cent. in the previous year.

These statements of the relative percentages of deaths
at different groups of ages, can only be regarded as satis-
factory so long as it is assumed that the relative propor-
tion of people living at each age remains sta.ionary from
year to year. An increase of the relative number at any
nge, as by migration or an altered birth-rate, would
increase the number of persons subject to the causes of
death at the age in question, and so would increase the
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percentage of deaths at that age as compared with the
total deaths. The only way to avoid this fallacy is to
ascertain the number dying at each group of ages from
the death returns and the number living at each g1oup
of ages from the census, and then calculate the true
death-rate for each separatc group of ages. Unfortunately
the number living at different ages can only be known
by the decennial census, and in the interval one must be
content with approximate calculations. An example of
the results obtained from the last census is given in
Table J of the Introductory Report at page 17.

Soeial Position The relative number of deaths in the
of Decensed.— several social grades was as follows :—
Nobility and Gentry ~e .. 23 = 45 per cent.
Professional Class B .. + B0 = 11'8 -
Middle and Trading Class o TR Ly GRS
Industrial and Labouring Class .. 284 = 459 E

In the absence of knowlege of the living population
belonging to eech class, the true death-rate for each
separate class is unobtainable. By comparing the per-
contuge of total deaths with the percentage of deaths
from zymotic diseases in each class a further indication
of value may however be obtained. The total deaths
from zymotic diseases were 62, of which none oc-
curred in the first class, 96 per cent. in the second,
322 per cent. in the third, and 582 in the fourth. Tt
will be seen that the proportion of zymotic disease in the
industrial class was excessive, a fact in accordance with
general experience.

Zywmotic * The following table gives the number of

Discases.— deaths from specific febrile diseases, as com-
pared with previous years, and a similar comparison of
zymotic and general death-rates,
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The zymotic death-rate was 149 per thousand of the
population, a lower rate than has been previously re-
corded. If the ten deaths from infectious disease
occurring in outlying institutions be included, the
zymotic death-rate becomes 173 per thousand, which
is still very much lower than that for the whole of
London.

TABLE IV.

Zymotic Mortality in Clapham.

o(~|o | |2 L"“ @ | |= | ©
| AR EREREA N ERE:
Small-pox .. 14|12| 8|..| 2| 7| 1]..|l 2]..
Measles ..118] 5!1923|17|(19|10| 15| 33| 33| 3
Scarlet Fever.. 13| 4|12|12|21|15| 26| 8] 3| ..
Diploherid ', 1" .1 .od " S1], L] 81 91 21 ¢ 8 4
Enteric Fever..| 5| 4| 5| 9| 4| 8| 7| 3| 4| 8
Whooping-
Cough l1rl12) 209251 25| 13| 17| 16| 15| 26
Epidemic - "4l
Diarrhea ..l 241 18| 26(17(36| 20| 4|19, 18] 16

Other Zymotic ,
Diseases ,.| 16| 9| 9|2L| 9| 7| 7|26|12| 5
Totaldeaths from
Zymotic Diseases 102 | 64 110 (102 119 | 78| 81 |112| 95 | 61
Zymotic Death-
- rate ..18:3/20|34(31|34(21|21 |29 |23 149
eath-rate from
all Diseases. .|17-7 14-8(18:1/17-0/14+9/13-5{14-5/15-1{13-7|12"4

An examination of the preceding table shews that no
deaths occurred from Small-poz in the sub-district.
Between January 30th 1885 and the end of the year, 21
cases of Small-pox were admitted into the Metropolitan
Asylums Board Hospitals from this sub-district, of which
4 died.
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Measles proved fatal only in 3 cases, as compared with
33 in the previous year; but Whooping-cough caused 25
deaths as compared with 15 in the previous year.

No death oceurred from Searlet Fever, and none in
outlying institutions, though 18 cases were admitted into
the Asylums Board Hospitals from Clapham. The per-
sistent decline of Scarlet Fever in the Metropolis, which
has continued for more than ten years, has been made
the subject of remark by the Registrar General in his
Annual Summary ; and he suggests as a possible ex-
planation the inereasing use of hospitals for cases of this
disease, involving as this does, improved isolation.
During the year 1878 the proportion of the total deaths
from Scarlet Fever which occurred in the Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals was 5 per cent.; in the three years
1879-81 from 7 to 8 per cent. ; in 1882 it rose to 93, in
1883 to 11+4, in 1884 to 16+4, and finally in 1885 to 192
per cent. These figures indicate a steadily incieasing
use of the Asylums Board Hospitals by those suffering
from Scarlet Fever; while at the same time there

15 a steady decrease of deaths from Scarlet Fever in
London.

Diphtheria was the cause of 4 deaths in the sub-district,
and 2 in outlying institutions; Enferic Fever of 8 in the
sub-district, and 2 in outlying institutions. As these
diseases appear to be more intimately connected with
sanitary defects than others, a special investigation was
made in each of the above cases. The result is shewn

below.
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| Futal Cases of Enleric Fever.

Prace o¥ DeaTi.

South Ride, Clapham
o.

Union Street.
Chelsham Road.

Westbury Street.

Queen’s Place, Wands-
worth Road.

Lysias Road.

Clapham Park Road.
Union Road.

Pickett Btreet.
Peardon Street.

Numerous com

Resanxks,
Draius defective and partially choked, W.C.defective.

plaints of smell from street grating
opposite the house. No defects of house drainage.

Waste pipe of bath directly connected with soil-pipe.
Kitchen sink untrapped.
No Sanitary defects. A doubtful case.

- Cuause undetected. No sanitary defects in house.

" Said by the medical attendant to be a doubtful case,

and he subsequently stated it to be scarlet fever.

Origin could not be traced.

Worked at Bromley
Stockwell Hospital.

A doubtful case.

Certificate stated Gastric Fever and Pneumonia ; and
there 18 mo reason to think the case was true
Enteric Fever.

until taken ill, and died in

Falal Cases of Diphtheria.

Prack oF DEATH.

Beaufo
worth Road.

Avenue Road, Wands-
worth Road.

Peardon Street, Wands-
worth Road.

Oldridge Road.
Rectory Grove.
Wirtemberg Street.

Road, Wands- |

REMARKS.
A doubtful case.

In the scullery, which was used as a living-room, only
a bell-trap separated the sink from the drain, and
when the trap was removed, there was a powerful
up-current and smell.

Cause undetected.

Cause undetected.
Cause undetected.
During 15 years in which the house had been vceupied

by the same family, 12 non-fatal and 1 fatal case of
Scarlet Fever had occurred. Also 2 deaths from
Diphtheria. and repeated attacks of sore throat.
Over £200 had been paid to doctors. From a cluset
in back-yard ran a pipe drain under the house to
sewer. Defective and open joints had alrealy been
discovered in this. The rain-water pipe entered it
without trapping, and its defective joints veutilated
into bedroom windows. Oa disconnecting the stack-
pipe, a disused brick drain was discovered, one end
of which was connected with the pipe draiu and the
other ended in a oul-ds-sac closs t-ui.ibuhan door.
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It is not pretended that in every instance wherd
sanitary defects were detected, these were proved to
cause the Enteric Fever or Diphtheria. Tt is usually most
difficult to prove the relation of cause an.l effect.  Butin
the last instance in the table, the prevalence at intervals
for nearly fifteen years of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria,
Ulcerated Throats and general ill health, along with

defective house drainage leaves little doubt as to the truo
relation between these.

Epidemic Diarrhea caused 16 deaths as compared with
18 in the previous year.

Doste feoex The general table on page 59 details the
Nowaymof  causes of death and their relative numbers.
iseases. : : =

Respiratory diseases stand at the head of the
list, causing 23'6 per cent. of the total deaths (18 per
cent. in the previous year); while Nervous diseases
caused 15°7 per cent. (129 in previous year); Tubercular
diseases 7'9 per cent. ; and Digestive diseases, Develop-
mental and other diseases smaller numbers of deaths.

Tuguests. Nineteen inquests were held during the
year, and the foilowing verdicts returned :—
1. Frow Natural Causes i 9

2. Aeeidental—Suffocation by over-laying 1
Apoplexy from fall down

stairs Tl |
(Concussion from fall down
stairs & i
3. Suieidal-—Cut-throat . s
Hanging .o ve 1 =12
4. Homicidal--Cut-throat ot o 1 —1
3. Open Verdigts—Found drowned s il
Found drowned,
probably suwide ., 1 — 2
Total 19

No uacertified deaths oceurred ia the sub-district
during the year.
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Sanitary During the past year 3,441 houses and
Wﬂf_’ premises have been inspected, as compared
Y with 2,270 in the previous year. The
thoroughness of this inspection may be gathered from
the fact that in 1,517 instances notices required to be
served to remedy sanitary defeets. In nearly a thousand
cases these notices were within a reasonable time com-
plied with ; but in 532 instances, secord mnotices were
required ; and of these 21 were finally brought before
the Magistrate to enforee the carrying out of the necessary
work. The investigation of the result of first and second
notices required frequent visits of the Inspectors, which
are not included in the 3,441 total inspections standing

at the head of Table IV. in Appendix.

A study of this Table (page 117) will bring out the
detailed sanitary work which is being done in this sub-
district. It will be seen that in 1,120 instances
syphon traps were fixed to the drains of houses already
occupied ; 497 sinks and 135 Dbath and lavatory-wastes
were altered to discharge over gullies; 184 rain-water
pipes were disconnected from drains; 200 water-closets
had a water-supply laid on to them; 261 yards were
drained and paved; 203 leaky house-roofs and gutters
were repaired; 548 water cisterns were covered and
repaired; and 143 cistern overflow-pipes were dis-
connected from drains. Ten wells were closed, and
attentioa is particularly called to Dr. Muter’s weighty
remarks at page 109 (which apply particularly to
Clapham).

Two hundred and sixty-two ‘““unclassified” nuisances
were removed, whieh included 65 defective water-
fittings, 10 closet. ventilated or rebuilt, 78 water-closet
air pipes removed from inside cisterns, 24 closet windows
made to open, 37 ventilating-pipes altered or repaired,
24 new ventilating-pipes constructed to house-drains,

&e., &e.
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All the Bake-houses and Slaughter-houses have been
inspected as usual during the past year and found in
a good sanitary condition. I have also personally
inspected all the Cowsheds in the sub-district, the
condition in none of them being such as to justify
withdrawal of their licenses. 1t cannot but be regarded
as unfortunate that the Cow-houses and Dairies are
supervised by Inspectors of the Metropolitan Board of
Works and not of the Local Authority. It is generally
acknowledged that Bakehouses have greatly improved in
sanitary condition since their inspection was resumed by
the Local Authority; and there can be little doubt that
the same result would follow if Clowsheds were trans-
ferred to the control of the Local Authority. In one
respect the change would be especially hopeful. The
Inspectors of the Local Authority would be much more
likely to know of the existence of Secarlet ['ever or
similar diseases in the family of those employed in the
Dairy, and thus mysterious outbreaks of disease might
be prevented.

I have in conclusion to congratulate the Clapham
Committee on the efficiency of its staff of Inspcetors,
which leaves nothing to be desired in this respect.
Mr. Southam has on all occasions most cordially
co-operated with me; and the staff of Assistant-
Inspectors has been greatly strengthened by the
appointment of Mr. Dee, who holds honours certi-
ficates of competency from the Sanitary Institute
and the City ot London Guilds. Mr. Fairchild, the
Senior Assistant-Inspector, holds the highest honours
and medals of the same Institutions; and I have
proved in repeated instances his skill and technical
knowledge, as well as his tact and urbamty in dealing
with householders.

ARTHUR NEWSHOLME, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health for Clapham.
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PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON.,

The very favourable report which I was able to
present regarding the health of this sub-district during
the year 1884, is excelled in the most unexpected
manner by that which I am about to offer upon the
public health during the year 1885. Indeed, I think
it would be a very hard matter to find any urban or
even rural distriet with so low a death-rate. We have
of conrse the advantage of increasing knowledge of
epidemic and other diseases and of the means and
modes of meeting them, but on the other hand, we
have to face increasing density of population and all
the perils of a stupendous sewer system, of which we
have the misfortune to be at the fountain-head. Tt
speaks well for the care and energy of the sanitary
authorities, as well as for the natural advantages of
po-ition, soil, and climate, that a report which can
be described as the most favourable ever presented
siould be in my power to make.

The growth of London suburbs is such, that
the rate of increase which occurred during one
decade (say 1871-81) cannot apply to that of the
next decade (1881-91), yet for the sake of uniformity
and in the absence of au annual census, we must suppose

Population.
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that it does. The population in the middle of 1885
according to that estimate is 14,830, This is
undoubtedly too low.

Births and During the year 1885, 322 children were
Bitth-rte.  horn in  this sub-district, 169 boys and
153 girls. The birth-rate 1s 21'7 per 1,000 per
annum. This rate is undoubtedly very low, being
109 under the birth-rate of London and 11-8 under
that of the chief towns of England. In poorer
neighbourhoods it is not uncommon to get a birth-rate
twice as large, shewing that the better classes are
either less prolific or more provident.

Deathssnd  The number of deaths known to have
Death-rate.  ooourced during the year 1885 only reached
the modest total of 167. Of these 93 were of males
and 74 of foemales. The death-rate is only 11-2 per
1,000 per annum, 84 lower than that of London
and 9-3 lower than that of the chief towns. In the
table below (Table 1.) will be found the births and
deaths with their rates for the last ten years, and it
will be seen how low the past year stands even
compared with our small mortality rates. Only one
year (1881) comes near it, the average death-rate
being 14-2. There are no towns the death-rates of which
are given in the Registrar-General's summary for 1385
with so low a rate. It is an interesting (and to
residents or intending residents important) point how far
the death-rate of a place may represent the amount of
general illness among the population. Unless that death-
rate is unduly exalted by the presence of some wide-
spread disease (such as an epidemic) 1 feel sure for
practical purposes that the fatal cases are a very fair
means of estimating the state of the public health. This
view is borne out by the very uniform number of fatal
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cases among the non-epidemic and non-accidental classes
of disease. As a semi-urban and river-side locality, we
have a state of the public health more favourable than
most rural and elevated districts, and 1 cannot but think
this is partly due to increasing watchfulness on the part
of the sanitary authorities over the details of sanitary
work (see page 117, Appendix).

TABLE I
Birth and Death Rates.

| Deaths Bats of

YEARS. Births. t Birth-rate. from Death-rate.| Natural
all Causes. Increase.

f |

1876 Lo 300 27-3 143 130 | 143
| 1877 I 351 | 814 170 150 160
1878 24 san. | 281 186 160 | 131
1879 o 327 | 274 179 150 | 122
1680 43 847 | 278 17 el I 1193
1881 . 340 | 255 167 | 125 12:9
1882 i 361 | 263 oo ‘| 151 | 111
1883 0RO BT 24 17:1 76

| 1884.. vy 377 258 | 199 137 116
,:LBBS o 929 | 217 167 112 104

The rate of natural increase (excess of births over
deaths) was 10:4 per 1,000.

The following table (IL.) gives the deaths tabulated
aceording to their causes, sex, age, and social position.

It follows the sy-tem of the Registrar-General and
is almost identical with that which I have used for
some years. Though much abridged from the Registrar’s
it. represents all that is important in the mortality
statistics with which we have to deal,
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Z%{m}f The amount of epidemic diseace which
D proved fatal in this sub-distaict du ing
1885 was very small. The proportion of deaths from
these diseases was only 1-2 per 1,000. There 1s no
single disease which we could say tended to become
wide-spread in the community. Diphtheria which had
been prevalent in some districts only appearcd mn
isolated cases. Interic fever was also restricted to
the first sufferers. As a district, we are favourably
situated to resist invasion of epidemic disease from
neighbouring localities. We are isolated from all save
Wandsworth, with which our point of contact is limited
to one street. The river on the north (an excellent
barrier) and open commons on the south and west
afford great protection to us from aerial infection.

The table below (III.) gives a retrospect of the
chief zymotic diseases during the last ten years (76-85).
During the past year it will be seen that we have
been happily fortunate.

‘ TABLE I1I

Zymotic Mortality in the Putney sub-district.

o |~ |® = |2 { = | ea | 9 | = | ®»
= = = = n -+l ] a* = =] [}
ﬁﬂ\f@ AL R
Small-pox Ty ool i ¢ i Vg B it W
Measles .. BIRE. o M 0 B S N 8113 |. 9 | cdufiqd
Scarlet Fever gl 0 B Y RB %1 -vrpas
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Constitutional There is nothing of note to mention
and Other

Diseases.  regarding these classes. Tubercular and
respiratory diseases as usual show the unvarying
pre-eminence they have obtained in the English climate.
They constitute one third of the total deaths from
all causes. Many nervous (eg., convulsions) and
other diseases bear a relation to the tubercular class
not often noted, and go to show how important a
part that deadly disease plays in cutting our lives
prematurely short.

Table 1IV. gives the ten years retrospect of the
diseases of these classes.

TABLE IV,
oart AHHEHEHEEIRE
‘ Eﬂﬁﬂﬁfﬂﬂ-ﬂ‘ﬂi
e

Gont & Rheumatism | .. |..| 8| 1| 4| 4| 4| 5| 5| 1
C ! Cancer & Tumours |..|..| 7| 8| 6| 1| 6| 8| 5| 8
il‘uhamu]ar.. o 262682123 18|17 12|21 24|25
“Nervous .. .. |26(20|28|34|33|21|33|34|39)|26
Circulatory . . .o | 6] B|12|13 |13 |14 |12 14|11 |17
Respiratory ..123/2)|37|42|27 |24 20|30 31|29
T ].)igusﬁ‘m i e 61127170 911311715 (15(12!13
Urinary .. ol TN 2 4 6| 2| 6| 6({10] -6
(Generative . . stnds o dekes Bl Giwick cslides ik s Sl o8 Bebodusid

Locomotory chde L 0 Linw Loy Loanel s dlek
Integumentary .. |..| 1 - 4 e W O 21 1

Premature Birth, | (it 4

D! Atrophy, & ..|10| 8| 7| 8|16|18| 7|17|13| 9®
Old Age .. | BB TL B| 9| 8L 6l10]|. 7] §
V—Violenoe .. ..| 7| 9| 8| 7| 6[18] 7|15]|11] 4
(Other diseases) .. | 1| 3].. o 2
Totals .. 121,1435‘150 152|152 14u|139 196|171 {149
Agos of the Among young children the mortality

Deceased. — of the year 1885 is mnot so high as in
some years and some districts. This is due to the
fact that greater care and better surroundings protect
infantile life among the well-to-do from those dangers
which ignorance, vice, and sometimes crime cause to
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beset the children of the poor. Still it is too high,
for 43 deaths or a per centage of 25'6 of the total
deaths occurred among children under one year.
Death at the other extreme of life was somewhat
heavier still, for 50 persons upwards of 60 years died
during the year. This yields a per centage of nearly
30 of the total mortality, of these 31 were 70 years
and upwards, of which 15 were males and 16 females.
There were 7 upwards of 80, 2 males and 5 females.

Social The social status of the deceased may
Position. e represented as follows :—
Nobility and Gentry — as .t 72
Professional and Merchant £ * 126
Middle, Tradesmen, &e. .. ] e 245
Industrial o o s .i 557
1000

Inquests.  'I'he number of inquests held in this sub-district
during 1885 was unusually small, viz.:—eight. They
may be classified according to the verdicts as follows:—

I. Natural.—Heart Disease, 1; Acute Peumonia, 1;
Syncope, 1; and Convulsions, 1.
11. Accidental.—Drowning, 1.
I1I. Suicidal.—Hanging, 2 ; Shooting, 1.

It is a matter of much satisfaction that only onme
death from drowning should have occurred during an
entire year in our popular stretch of river. It is not
unusual to have six or even nine deaths from this cause
in a year. From the bridge building and other causes
the dangers of the river are at present increased, and so
favorable a report would hardly have been expected.

Deaths in In 1885, 29 persons died in various public
Public institutions, who claimed on more or less
Iustitutions.  yelighle data to belong to this sub-district.
Some of these we of course admit as genuine parishioners,
viz :—those resident or recenﬂfv resident in the parish,
but persons for years inmates of an infirmary or asylum,
or those who have only a casual relation to the district
can hardly be allowed to affect our mortality statistics.
The following Table (V.) classifies these deaths under
the more important causes of death. Three were cases
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of infectious disease,—Small-pox, Scarlet Fever, and
Diphtheria. The first two were removed to the Asylums
Board Hospitals, and the last to one of the General
Hospitals. The majority were cases of constitutional or
local disease, and a large proportion died in the Union
Infirmary, where presumably they had spent some time
previous to their decease.

The total death-rate inclusive of these 29 deaths

would be 132 per 1,000, and the zymotic mortality
1-4 per 1,000 per annum.

TABLE VF.
Deaths at Outlying Institutions.
Bex. Age. Institutions.
DISEASE. e E_ g %% ;g%
3 AR R
= é E E S hal Bis s
Small-pox N 536 73 T Y EREY (R BT
Scarlet Fever ..] 1].. i 79 (1 | 1 &k > 1
Pipmtheria .1 If.. |1 1 A b
Enteric Fever ..] .. | .. = THPES v .
Whooping ;

Cough sollpeade, bes Bt | .
Measles. . h e Wbl el S0 :
Other Zymotic

Diseases o R i P o Boks .
Tubercular

Diseases A% W B A FreTr L1 %1 .,
Cancer .. kA e, Bl L
Rhenmatiem .0 ..}l 2.0 s ol 2 Sodymwsdine
Respiratory -

Diseases Iy 371l i i 0 e T il
Circulatory

Diseases R ot o8 B B 3! 1 3 11,
Nervous Disease] 6| 6 0] ..| 4| 2| 3| 4 ..
Other Diseases 8 Pl Pl ipaiagis 0TI Reg ¥
Violence sukidein B s st baoiso Bamar | v diungil+ 55 izt bt andnss

Totals I rI iy rysey e11r'r1e 2
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Samitary A long and appsrently crowded table will
Procecdings. 16 found in the Appendix (page 117) of the
Sanitary operations carried out under the Surveyor and
Inspector of Nuisances during the year. In many
instances the Medical Officer of Health is called upon
to assist these officers in their labours and takes a
continned and lively interest in their duties. The
change of system recently inaugurated of having a
personal inspection of the drains of all houses, especially
the smaller and more quickly and frequently dilapidated
property, has dome much good and will do more.
Four thousand houses have been inspected during. the
vear,—a number in excess of our total of inhabited
houses because several of them have been repeatedly
examined—and a variety of defects more or less
important vevealed. As the wise saying “Take care
of the pence and the pounds will take care of
themselves ” applies to money-getting and keeping ;
¢0 “Take care of the small defects and the greater
ones will find their own remedy ” applies to Sanitary
work. Tt is not pretended that this Sanitary inspection
is thorough, and it is well the public should be guarded
against supposing that any house is perfectly safe
because no fault has been discovered: Neither the
public purse nor the pockets of the residents are equal
to a thorough testing examination (as it means taking
up drains, flooring, &c.) but as far as they can be seen
and examined without such expense, the sanitary
arrangements of the house are examined and the owner
or occupier advised upon them. This meets the case
in the vast majority of instances, but on the occurrence of
infectious disease a closer inspection is recommended.
It is a matter of satisfaction to find that on the whole
the inspection is mot met in a hostile spirit as an
infringement, of private rights bup is generally and
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increasingly welecomed as an honest attempt to carry
out the intention of all sanitary legislation—the pro-
tection of life and health.

In most cases the verbal suggestion or first written
notice serves to have any defect remedied. First notices
were issued to the number of 370, and in all but 15
no second notice was required. Only one case had to
be brought to the notice of the magistrate and a
compulsory order obtained and complied with. It is
but right to say however that many glaring faults were
found, which, though detrimental to health, could not be
remedied owing to insufficient legislative power. I
specially refer to overcrowding, to dilapidations
(especially those causing damp), and to bad sanitary
apparatus. Regarding the first mentioned, we can only
interfere in the case of two families occupying one house
and when the fofal air space of the house is deficient,
regardless of the nun.ber of people occupying one room
say at night or during the day. In the second the wall
of a house may be streaming with moisture and the only
remedy is to leave the house. In the third case we
have no power to abolish pan-closets, D-traps, and
bell-traps, though we are convinced that they are
usually injurious to health.

The removal of Dust is a very important branch of
sanitary work. I believe it will never be satistactorily
accomplished until it is done by the Sanitary Authorities
themselves. 1 cannot see why the daily removal of
house-refuse at an early hour in the morning could not
be accomplished as done in Edinburgh and many other
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cities and towns. We would not only get rid of the
unsightly and often offensive dust cart at all hours of
the day in our streets, but could forbid the accumulations
of garbage now permitted in the immediate neighbour-
hood of our houses under the present system of
removal.

ALEXANDER WALKER, M.D.,
Medical Officr of Health for Putney & Rochampton.




STREATHAM,

INCLUDING

BALHAM AND TOOTING.

[t is with great satisfaction that I am enabled to give
a very favourable repcrt of the health of this sub-district
during the year 1885.

The total mortality was considerably below that of
the previous year, whilst the death-rate was below the
average death-rate of the last ten years. The total
mortality from Zymotic diseases was also below the
average, and the death-rate from thesec diseases is only
‘1'1 per thousand, the lowest recorded during the
decade.

No death occurred from either Small-pox or Scarlet
Fever, nor did any of the diseases in the Zymotic class
become at any time epidemic. These facts alone point
to a high standard of health, and are sufficient evidence
of the care and vigilance of those entrusted with the
direction and carrying out of sanitary measures.
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The following statistics will, I believe, corroborate
these observations and shew more fully the state of the

public health in Streatham and Tooting during the year
1885.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Population.  According to the official estimate, which
assumes an increase of population in the same ratio as
obtained in the ten. years previous to the last census—
the population of Streatham and Tooting in the middle
of the ycar 1885 would be 30,280. I have reason to
believe that the population has increased in a higher
ratio than prevailed in the decade ending 1881. A large
number of new houses have been built since then, and
the births have increased in such proportion as to show
that there has been a very considerable accession to the
population from immigration. This increase is mo!
shown in the official mode of calculation, but it ought to
be noticed, as the death-rate is unduly augmented in
consequence,

Births aud The number of births registered during
Birth-rate.  the year was 1,078 ; 525 were of males, and
553 of females.

The birth-rate calculated from the total number of
births and the foregoing estimate of the population was
356 per thousand persons living during the year, as
compared with 39-2 per thousand in the previous year.

Hiatnal The excess of births over deaths represents

Increase. 4} o natural increase. The excess this year is
717, giving a ratio of 236 per thousand of the popula-
tion.
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Deaths and The total number of deaths registered

Deathezate: quring the year was 423, a diminution of 22
on the number registered in 1884. Of these deaths 197
were those of males, and 226 those of females. The
death-rate calculated from the totul number of deaths,
and the official estimate of the population, was 139 per
thousand persons living during the year. This is below
the decennial average, and when the increased density of
the population is considered it is a very low one.

TABLE 1.
Births and Death Rates.

Deaths Rate of
YEARS. Births. | Birth-rate. from Death-rate.] Nutural
all Canses. Increase,
1876 W 536 | 820 | 260 155 | 1684
1877 ‘. 585 340 | 244 12:5 | 200
1878 ¥ 609 | 344 | 284 16:7 | 1890
1879 . 636 343 | 290 158 | 187
1880 " 703 281 | 348 13-9 142
1881 i 830 32-1 313 121 200
1882 . 891 330 341 126 204
1883 e 1,027 | 369 | 419 149 | 215
1884 5 1,188 | 892 | 445 153 239
1885 .. |1,078 ‘ 356 | 423 139 | 236
Deaths in The above record of deaths does not
Outlying

include the mortality amongst those in-
habitants of this sub-district who died in
outlying institutions.

Institutions.

The subjoined Table gives the additional deaths, with
the nature of the cause of death, the age and sex of the
patients and the character of the Institution in which

they died.
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TABLE III.
Deaths in Outlying Institufions.
SEx. AGE. INSTITUTIONS.
HE '&gg'"ﬁ ‘
DISEASE. _ 4 .E ;%;E
R e R

214 E ElelalB 8 E‘.

HlE IBR]FP|~]|® = =
Small-pox s i vk BL3 2| e . 2
bunl‘lﬂtFﬂTE:' ' "W an - awm .o 'Y ] B # | =
Typhus Fever .. an o O e RO L Pl
Enteric Fever .. L. il R b ool B we G 4
w]mpingthmh L) L - - W | e T ] I "-n " 1 -
ey i el ol ol £ e g e
Tubercular Diseases .. g 111 "TY .. 3]« 1
Cancer " 5 el Y A L o
Rheumatism .. o T T BTE S EOE R KR i R
Respiratory Diseases sl 2| 1 Ll 2% 2] 4=

Circulatory Diseases 3] 3 1| 24 341

Wervous Diseases B1 8| 271 - g 6] 4| 4

Other Diseases 15 7 8 21 9 4 G ]

Violence 3 BT 1 T 1
ToraLs a8 | 23 | 15 2':.13|i3 14 | 22| 2

|

The total deaths in Outlying Institutions were 38. Of
these 14 died in the Union Infirmary, 22 in Geeneral and
Special Hospitals, and only 2 in the Asylums Board

ospitals. fpi these deaths were added to those actually
oceurring in the sub-district the death-rate would be
increased a little over one (1-2) per thousand.

In strict fairness, we ought to be able to deduct from
these figures the deaths of those who, although %:?'Iug in
the sub-district, do not properly belong to it. We have
however, no means of estimating these deaths.

It ought moreover to be noticed that many of the
deaths occurring in Public Outlying Institutions are
those of persons long resident in such Institutions.
hese persons may therefore be regarded as non-residents
of this sub-district. L am of opinion that, were we in a

ssition to make these two deductions, we should reduce
the deaths in Outlying Institutions to one-half.

Even under present circumstances our death-rate is a
very low one, and compares favourably with that of
the healthiest rural districts.
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.
BTREATHAM, ;E SEX. AGE. Socral. PosITION.

| INCLUDING EE L e
TOOTING & BALHAM. e HCREE % i |5

I| R EE;. I -4 -4 gt - a él:-r E

@ 5 - -
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P : SRl 2 |2 |8 |6 | & | & 58|23 (3% g ;E!Eﬁ;wa
Frsmﬂ'].ll}ﬂz " a s . B wE | e - | . " i . - . | 2w - L]
Measlos - 2 2 e beilad kg PCoey (W l 4 R [T 2
'.S Scarlet Fever .. Wl (LS TRe BT o v ! s o e : os | es | -
Diphtheria ., o R NE T R TR W B o VR SR R0 : 1( 1| 3
ﬁ Enteric Fever .. == (L IR e el Wt R i U B R . A I
= ‘Puerpmalf‘euer i TG P S S A h . 1)1
: Whooping Cough W 11 4| 8] 8] ¢ .. e - 6| 2
= Erysipelas s i il Sty SR (SR (T ] 5 er | es
Dinrrhees, Dysentery, l ' !
|, and Cholera .. o DN O ) R N T ) R e, U3 B
Other Zymotic Diseases | .. | .. | .. | .. | .. : i P N B
Totals of Zymotic Class | 8¢ [ 17 |17 |13 |13 | 2| 1| 5| .. 1|16 |17
: i
. (Goutand Rheumatism..] 2| .. | 2 1 I ¥ R S R R ) M L R
'E Cancer & other Tumonrs) 11| 2| 9| .. | .. | | 1% 3 | ol O 5 R e R
g Other Constitutional ' | _ -
= E Di-eases o % [ R I e ! e i B el (e [ S A e |
H‘ﬂ § ( Phthisis ., 4311420 4| 38| £ 4|21 T|.. 3| 6|10 24
Tabes Mesa R R e e e R 6 B a0
S Hydrocephalns ..J] o] - 7| 2| 3| 2| 3| 1|..| . |.; i
Satodaing S5, = ORI B LAY e P el 1 ERE
ervous 61 )28 | 33 ] 17 | 10 4 1 4 | 10 | 14 2 6| 8|14 | 33
. | Circulatory o b ol a0 a e r e e o s
Respiratory . JIO2 1 49 |63 | 24 (1T 3| 2| T|16 |28 |10] 8|12 |81 |61
Digestive c Coaass bas e adis e Ll alaelasd o] o] el o R
. | Urinary e [ b W PO (R R e T I (TR i S B S
E Generative - o BT CRTR S S Y R e e o (- 1 Y A B
Locomotory .. Fon (Tl NSRS (RIS [N e S g e e | o | wa | we
Intﬂgumm]ml'}"” e | 8 8 % & i P s [ ! = i N | ww
| [ | |
3,3 Premature Birth & Low : . . :
?ﬁ Vitality BT ) I6 9 B1 F8T a2 e | il L et
'E Gﬂﬂgﬂﬂlmlljﬁfﬂctﬂ 3 - 3 3 [T | & s R | * | W ST 1 '2 R
S & (01 Age 2 ) AR TS N O (S et PO UL 8| 2| 6| 8
V. Violence s 9 $| 1 8.1 1 ' 1 2| 8| 1 1| 38| &
VL Idefined and | Illdefined ..| 1 : ! 1 | | | s I : e i
Not Bpeﬂiﬁml{NotSpaciﬁed il Rl e B0 I ov | o
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| i i
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D?:;:‘i The total number of deaths in this class
their was 34, as against 53 in 1884,—17 of these
Prevalence  were of males, and 17 of females. They
wd Fuality-  vield a percentage of 12'4 upon the deaths
from all causes during the year; and give a rate
of 1'1 per thousand of the population. This is the
Iowest death-rate from Zymotic Diseases during the
decennium. The death-rate from the principal epidemic
diseases for the whole of London was 2:78 per thousand

for the year 1885.

The following Table contrasts all Zymotic deaths, with
the death-rate therefrom, as well as the death-rate from
all diseases during the last ten years.

TABLE IV.
Zymotic Mortality in the Streatham & Tooling Sub-district.

| =& I= I = 2] = L = I = = Ly
| b= = I= I= -] o ao oo @€ o
EORRERE AL R SE 2R 2 N
| .
Small-pox o] DB R SIS QR | T e TR X
Measles .. SN[l 8] 1.8 &6 1181 .8
Scarlet Fever £1 1L 81 &181 113 o] %1 BT,
Diphtheria T1 8181 21" Tl 1.41.1% a0
EntericFever ..| 6| 6| 1| 38| 6| 2| 1, 8) 4 6
Whooping-Cough | 7| 6|11 |21 | 8| 9| 9|11 | 9| 7
Epidemic - !
Diarrheea 61 4113 &] 6| 9] &| 91119
Other Zywotic
Diseasos ..| .. | 4| .. |10 !10] 9|10 | 15 | 11| 2
Total deaths from ,
Zymotic Diseases| .. | 29 | 42 I 41 | 68 | 44 | 41 | 65 | 53 | 34
Zymotic Death- i i
rate .. sol o 17|28 |22|27|17|1612283|18 1.1
Death - rate from
all Diseases ..| .. |12 5| 167/ 15-6{13-9{12:1/12 6 li'ﬂl 15-3, 13-9]

This Table shews that the mortality from epidemic
diseases was far below the decennial average. In a
Jargely increased population this is very significant, and
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affords convincing proof of the value of our present
mode of isolation and disinfection, in the more formidable
diseases of this class. It will be seen from the Table
that there was no death from either Small-pox or Scarlet
Fever. These are two of the diseases in which such
sustained efforts are made to prevent their occurrence
and extension. We owe much to isolation in these cases,
and the rapid and well-arranged manner in which
patients are transferred to Special Hospitals, has proved
of signal service, and has, I believe, prevented an
epidemic outbreak of Small-pox in this sub-district.
This will be very apparent in view of the fact that 20
cases of this disease were sent into Hospital during the
year. In saying this, I do not ignore the value of other
measures, indeed I place the greatest reliance on the
protective influence of vaccination against Small-pox.
In this, as in all other infectious diseases, isolation is of
the first importance. Moreover the disinfection and
fumigation of rooms, clothes, and bedding with sulphur-
ous acid, and the occasional burning of infected clothes
and bedding, cannot be too highly rated as preventive
measures.

Referring again to the Table it shows that there was
no death from Scarlet Fever; and only 4 cases were
sent into Hospital during the year. Diphtheria had 5
deaths, Enteric Fever 6, Whooping - cough 7, and
Diarrhcea 12.

None of these diseases compare unfavourably with
former years, due allowance being made for altered
population.

OtherDiseuses.  These diseases are grouped in the Mortality
Table under six heads, viz:—

Constitutional, Local, Developmental, Violence and
Illdefined, |



- These diseases in the aggregate shew a diminution on
the number recorded in 1884. Separately considered
they do not differ very materially from former years.

The mortality from Respiratory diseases was high and
formed 24 per cent. of all causes of death, as against
151 last year.

Phthisis Pulmonalis was also unusually fatal, and more
deaths took place from old age.

The mortality shewed a diminution in eirculatory and
‘digestive diseases, as well as in premature births and
low vitality. The latter formed 11' per cent. of all
causes of death as against 12'5 in 1884.

~ On the whole there is a remarkable correspondence in
the number of deaths resulting from the majerity of
these diseases in the several years of the decade.

-ﬂf at Dedth— The mortality in early life was slightly
Tnfant Mortality.  helow that of 1884,—204 of all deaths
occurred before the age of 20.

There were 37 deaths from premature birth and low
vitality, as against 55 in the previous year. There were
but 29 deaths in the Zymotic class as against 41 in 1884.

It is very satisfactory to have to record a decided
decrease in infant mortality from these diseases, as both
classes arve largely preventible.

"Diseases of the organs of respiration and Tubercular
affections caused a large proportion of the deaths in early
life. 482 per cent. of all deaths occurred before the
age of 20. 25°7 per cent. were under one year, 404
per cent. under five years of age.

The infantile death-rate was 110 per thousand,
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Senils Twenty-three deaths arose from old age
Mortality.  a1one, but 108 persons died at 60 and upwards.
Of these, 38 were between 70 and 80, 24 were over 80, 4
were 90, and one reached the age of 93. They form
955 per cent of all deaths. Of the persons who died at
and upwards of 70, 23 were males and 38 females.

5‘;{“::“;?'1 The number of persons who were under
amongst e treatment, together with thenature and extent
pr e of the sickness that prevailed, and the deaths

" that occurred among the out-door poor of the
parish will be found in Table V. of the Appendix. Two
hundred and fifty-four new cases came under treatment
during the year. Of these, 32 were in the Zymotic
class, as against 56 in the previous year. They include
4 cases of Small-pox, 2 of Scarlatina, 2 of Measles, 14 of
Whooping-cough, 8 of Diarrhcea, 1 of Fever, and 1 of
Erysipelas, with 1 death from Diarrhcea. The cases of
Small-pox and Scarlatina were sent into Hospital. In
the other classes there were six deaths.

The ratio of deaths to cases treated was 27 per cent.

Social The following Table gives the percentage of
Position.  Jeaths in the various classes during the year.

Nobility and Gentry .. e .. 38 = 990 per cent.

Professional Class o - .. 08 = 1370 L

Middle and Trading Class e .o 123 = 2098 o

Industrial and Labouring Class .o 204 = 4822 "
—— 100-00

Total deaths in 1885 423

The Zymotic death-rate was all but nil in the higher
classes. In the trading class it formed 378 per cent.;
and 40'2 in the labouring classes.
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Inqm Twelve Inquests were held with the
Violent Deaths. following results : —

I. Natural .. Apoplectic Fit . .o
Pulmonary Embolism - i
II. Accidental .. Overdose of laudanum g
Knocked down by engine on lma -
Suffocated in bed .. -
Run over by van ..
Odema of glottis from swa.llomng* carbolie

acid . PR !
Injuries in fall from van e A
IMI. Suicide .. By shooting - - ol il
By drowning 1—2
IV. Homicide .. Fracture of skull frnm fa.ll in rom:l ha.ﬂng
been knocked down I\ b 1

12

et ek gl i [

Uneertified  Fourteen deaths were uncertified, they were
Deaths.  g]l submitted to the Coroner before being
registered as having probably died from the following
causes :—

Convulsions 4 e e . s 7
Heart Disease .. in s a8 - 4
Hemoptysis .. . . .s o 1
Senile Decay .. ‘e . e S 1
Premature Birth id o 1
12

Sanitary A summary of the Sanitary operations of

Proceedings. the year will be found in Table IV. of the
Appendix.

Reference to the Table shews that the systematic
house to house visitation of the last few years has been
fully maintained in the one under review. Over 5,000
houses and premises were inspected, and 616 first notices
were served on owners and occupiers to remedy sanitary
defécts. Oaly 15 second notices were required to-ensura
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compliance. In no case was it necessary to appeal
to the law. The above notices do not nearly represent
all the defects discovered on inspection as in a great
number of instances they were remedied on requisition.

Thirty-two houses were disinfected after infectious
diseases by fumigation with sulphurous acid gas, in
thiee instances the clothes and bedding were also burnt,
This latter measure is now seldom required and is only
resorted to when the bedding, &c., is much soiled and
infected. I am glad to report that there has been no
recurrence of disease after disinfection in the manner so
often described in these annual reports.

Eighty-four dilapidated, dirty and unwholesome
houses were repaired and cleansed, 508 new drains were
laid, 262 untrapped drains had syphon traps affixed, 200
new dust-bins were supplied, and 17 pig nuisances
removed. For the figures in respect of mnew sewers,
branch drains, &e., and other sanitary works the reader
is referred to the T'able.

There are 33 bakehouses in the sub-district, they havo
all been inspected and found in good condition.

‘The cow-sheds and slaughter-houses, 13 of the former
and 8 of the latter, have been regularly inspected and
are in a satisfacltory condition.

In May last an important decision was given by Mr.
Justice Cave in the case of Ceely & Duunsden ». Neal. The
Plaintiffs brought an action to stop brick burning at
Park Hill brickfield, Streatham. The Surveyor, the
Inspector of Nuisances and myself inspected and reported
to the Board on this matter. Mr. Justice Cave in deliver-
ing judgment said the evidence satisfied him that so far as
the brick burning went there was no nuisance to heaith
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in the sense of causing disease or illness, but his Lordship
said he was satisfied that there was a nuisance which
could be perceived at the plaintiffs’ premises and to such
an extent as to render the occupation of their houses
uncomfortable and unenjoyable. His Lordship therefore
directed judgment for the plaintiffs, with an injunction
to restrain the burning of bricks in a such a way as to
interfere with the comfort of the plaintiffs.

My thanks are especially due to Mr. Barber for his
unvarying courtesy and ready co-operation on any
question affecting the health of the sub-district.

Mr. Phimister, Inspector of Nuisances, and Mr. Jones
the Assistant Inspector have carried out their duties in a
very satisfactory manner.

F. F. SUTTON, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health for Streatham & Tooting.
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WANDSWORTH.

The health of this sub-district during the year 1885
declined considerably from its usually high status.
A greater mortality occurred generally from all classes
of disease, with few exceptions; diseases of the organs
of respiration, including Consumption, and the epidemies,
Measles, Whooping Cough, and Diarrhcea, having
chiefly contributed to that result. The following statistics,
derived from an analysis of the Registrar-General’s
Returns and of the parochial Records of Sickness and
Mortality, will be found on examination to furnish
evidence of the foregoing conditions.

ViTAL StATISTICS.

Determined by the official method of calcula-
tion (which assumes the same rate of increase to
have occurred during the year under review as that
which prevailed during the preceeding ten years), the
population of this sub-district at the middle of the year
1885 numbered 31,497. The disproportionately great
increase, however, in the number of births that has taken
place during the past three years, and especially during

Population,
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the past year (as will be subsequently seen), and the
great increase in the number of houses that have been
erected during the same period, lead to the conclusion
that the foregoing estimate of the population, which does
not sufficiently take into account the variable results of
immigration, is considerably understated. If such under-
statement, as may be reasonably inferred, is the case, it
should be recognized in the calculation of the death-rate,
which by its operation will be correspondingly and
unduly raised. Estimated from the proportion which
the mean birth-rate bears to the mean population of the
decennium 1871—81 (when the population was accurately
known), the mean population of 1889 would be about
1,000 higher than the number officially determined.
With reference to this subject will be found, in the sub-
joined footnote, an extract from my annual Report for
1868 (page 14).*

The number of deaths registered during the
past year amounted to 628,—330 of males and
298 of females. The average number of the preceding ten
years, raised in proportion fo the estimated increase of
the population, is 560, and therefore exceeded by 68 in
the past year.

Mortality.

Of the total deaths 132 took place in the following
public institutions, viz.:—in the Surrey County Lunatic
Asylum, 105; in the Hospital for Incurables, 7; in

#  Looking to the great value which belongs to an accurate determination of
Vital Statistics as the first trustworthy step in the projection of Sanitary Science
to the prevention of disease, it neems proper to mention that in the Metropolitar.
uburbs and in large towns known to be greatly increasing by immigration, a more
frequent Census of the population is imperatively needed. In such localities, under
such conditions, an interval of ten years, it meed scarcely be observed, renders
caleulation unsound and more or less conjectural. A quinquennial census, with an
extended scope of inquiry, might be made the means of conveying most important
information alike to the sanitarian and to the political economist,
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St. Peter’s Hospital, 5; in the Prison, 14; and in the
Royal Patriotic Asylum for Girls, 1. In addition to the
foregoing that took place within the sub-district, 78 deaths
of Wandsworth parishioners occurred in outlying institu-
tions, viz. :—54 in the Infi.mary of the Union and 24 in
the Asylum Board and various Metropolitan Hospitals.
These are shewn in the following table :—

TABLE I

Deaths in Outlying Institutions.

Sex. Age. Institutions.
| Ak
DISEASE. 3 g g-é E :
o = %
3 < -‘3 E 3 E g Em E‘E'
C gl 8 A E

sl |=mIBbl~ |8 |P O En

Small Pox s ..] 81 2 j g G AE FEh R 3
Measles .. o PR T N0 WY LR, U PR - . il
Scarlet Fever .. nee i et lo Gl SN RO R (RO TS R
%hth&riﬂ- W - Y - . - - W L L LI LA L
ooping Cough 1 (AT . ) el N TGN S T YT
Typhus Fever .. e el (e RO I S P R R
Enteric Fever .. cdbs FEERS ) ARt o A S 1
DimL'ma 0w - . - . W - . LI - . L LI ]
Other Zymotic Diseases.| 1| 1 wil. Bl aank 3 Foes ] as
Total Zymotic Diseases| 6| 3| 3|..| 6] .. 2| .| 4
Tubercular Diseas ok 11 T 41110 .. 8| 81..
Cancer .. .. < e 1 41..1 4 1 G [l

Rheumatism .. sl i) sl 1 3 5T I

Respiratory Diseases .. 19|15 | 4|3 [11 ] & 15| 4] ..
Circulatory Diseases ..| 6] 3| 3 ] 41 6| sa| ws
Nervous Diseases A L | 5 6 6 5 7 2 2
Other Diseases . . b 4 (18]|1 6|10 | 14 Skl
Yiolence o bty g 7 s
ToTAL .'a ..l 78 1 40 | 38 _';_ 48 | 25| 54|18 6
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Death-  Calculated from the registered mortality and the
T estimated population, the death-rate of the past
year was 1993 per 1,000 persons living ; and, inclusive
of the deaths that occurred in institutions without the
sub-district, 22-41 per 1,000. Determined, however, in
this manner, neither of these deductions can be accepted
as representing the natural death-rate of this sub-district,
in consequence of the disturbing influence of certain
public institutions by the mortality of which the death-
rate is unduly raised. These are the Hospital for
Incurables, St. Peter’s Hospital, and the Surrey County
Lunatic Asylum, the inmates of which are, with a
fractional exception, derived from without the sub-
distriet, undergo no natural increase, and are subject to
a high mortality, which on an average forms about one-
fitth of the total deaths registered—an amount that
renders any deduction of the death-rate from the death
fegiatEr, without correction for the conditions referred
to, entirely valueless. In consequence of the foregoing
circumstances, it becomes necessary therefore to deviate
from the ordinary method of ecalculation, and to correct
the latter by withdrawing from it the population and
mortality of the above-named institutions, and adding to
it the deaths of Wandsworth inhabitants that have taken
place in hospitals and other institutions located without
the sub-district. Calculated in accordance with these
conditions, the death-rate of the past year was 19'62
per 1,000. Exclusive of the 24 deaths that took place
in the Metropolitan and other hospitals, the rate was
18:82 per 1,000, and admits of more just comparison
with the recorded death-rates of former years, which
until two years ago did not include those deaths, the
latter having always been held to be fully compensated
by the deaths of persons who come into the sub-district
during the year.
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-~ The number of births registered during the
8. -
Birthoate, year was 1,122,—571 of males and 551 of
Rateof females, and was no less than 171, or more than
Natural 15 per cent., in excess of the average of the pre-
Increase. . . p
ceding ten years. Such a large increase in the
number of births clearly indicates a correspondingly
large accession to the population by immigration, to
which reference has been already made. Caleulated
from the official estimate of the population, the birth-rate
was 3737, and the rate of natural increase 1835 per
1,000 persons of all ages.

The hirth and death rates for ten years are exhibited
in the subjoined table :—

TABLE I1I.
Birth and Death Rates.

| *Deaths Death-rate. Rate of

Years. Births. | Birth-rate. il:am all - Natural

Causes. | Corrected. tod. Increase.

1876 .. 679 3053 461 16-73 19-89 1380
1877 .. 684 29-90 384 | 1259 16-13 17-31
1878 .. 718 30-53 422 I. 14-41 1726 16:12
1879 .. 744 37-97 al6 1804 20-56 19-93
1880 .. 810 3053 | 484 1545 17:67 1508
1881 .. 01 33:70 | a07 17-43 1797 | 1661
1882 .. 972 3528 544 | 1749 18:70 | 17-79
1883 .. 907 32 07 499 | 16-17 16:71 15 90
1884 ..| 1,072 36:72 376 17-23 1877 18-81
1885 ..| 1,122 3787 628 18:-82 1993 18:55

* Deaths in Outlying Institutions not included.

cases  The following table contains a nosological
of Death. ,lacsification of all the causes of death, dis-
tinguishing the several diseases of the Zymotic class, and
shewing the sex, age at death at eight periods, and the
social position of the deceased persons:—
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TABLE:IIT.

STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.

Population (Census|
1881 ... i)

Official Population in
middle of 1885 31,40

WANDSWORTH.

28,004

CATBEE OF DEATH.

be
|
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I1I. Local.

Constitutional.
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Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System caused, as
usual, by far the largest number of deaths registered,
amounting to 143, or upwards of 23 per cent. of the
whole; but more than 72 per cent. of these deaths
occurred in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum, and,
except from the circumstance of being registered 1n
Wandsworth, do not properly belong to this sub-district.
Excluding this class of diseases for the reasons already
given in reference to the determination of the death-rate,
the following are the numerical proportions borne by the
several classes of disease in the causation of mortality.
Diseases of the Organs of Respiration contributed the
largest number, amounting to 16 per cent. of the whole;
diseases of the Zymotic class formed the mext largest
number of 15 per cent.; following in numerical order of
fatality, the Tubercular class of diseases (three-fourths
of which where due to Consumption) formed 14 per cent.;
other Constitutional diseases of this class (which in former
reports were grouped under the head of Cancer, Dropsy,
and of uncertain seat), 4'4 per cent.; diseases of the
Organs of Circulation (Heart, &ec.), 57 per cent.;
Premature birth, &ec., 54 per cent.; Old age, 9°4 per
cent. ; diseases of the Digestive Organs, 3'5 per cent. ;
Violence, 2:4 per cent.; Urinary diseases, 19 per cent.
The most fatal single disease was, as usual, Consumption,
which formed 10-6 per cent., and was closely approached
by Bronchitis. The greater or less fatality that resulted
from the several classes of diseases during the past year
in comparison with that of the preceding ten years and
their averages, is shewn in the two following tables, the
first of which compares the Non-zymotic and the second
the Zymotic Diseases. Although the essential fluctuations
both in number and kind, will be found to be presented,
as is invariably the case, by diseases of the Zymotic class,
& greater variation than usual is observable in the table
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of general or non-zymotic diseases, all the causes of dcath,
except diseases of the Digestive and Urinary Organs
and Violence, being greatly in excess.

TABLE IV.
Non-zymotic Mortality.
| | 1885.8
OivsesorDearn. |2 (R |2 |2 128 |2 |2 |2 |2 |2 ¢
ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁafﬂaﬁ.gé
S5
s i
:§ Tubercular 64 | 54 | 60 |62 | 60 | 51 | 69 | 64 | B5 | 90 ] i5
-"E 'ﬂth er Copstitu-
g tiopal .. ..|18| 17|14 |12 |17 | 19|19 |20 |18 | 28] @&
L7
/Nervous .. ..[125 |111 (111 | 96 |106 [121 |106 (116 |128 |145 16
Circulatory .. 26 | 21 |19 (20|23 |28 |28 |25 (22|36 7
. Habpirutur]r ..l 858 | 42 | 86 |125 | 89 | 90 | 87 | 69 | 70 {101 | 13
Diguaﬁ?a. . 4929|1829 |21 |21 |28 |28 |35 |47 |22]..
\Tainary .. ..] 6| 9| 4|10 11| 4f20]18|15]13]..
Generative ..l 2| 8| 4t10| 2}..| 4|..] 3@} 3
Locomotory ..| .. E wallocd EoSdiivd: vl Bladk 1
\[ntegumentary ' . S At e B aat Be X g (e EED B
E ( Premature
Birth ,. ||
Malformation (| 22 | 19 | 18 | 18 | 27 | 37 27 123|140 [37) &
Low Vitality ) |
§ Age ,. .. ../ 16|13 14 | 26 | 23 | 27 | 27 | 33 | 42 | 34 6
Violemee .. ../74 |11 /18|11 |11 |20 | 18|32 |21 |15
Notspevified ... 1| 8| 1| 1| .. [ 4| T || oa]oe]--
i

Zym tic Mortality. L he following table exhibits the total
Epidemic Dixcases, deaths that occurred from Zymotie Dis-
their prevalence eqgses, specifying these that resulied from
and fatality. el & . .

the seven principal Epidemic Diseases
during the past and ten preceding years, and the relative
proportion which they bore to the deaths from all
causes :—

"




TABLE V.
| _ ‘ 1885.
w| sl =] ||| =| ]| $v| v ; =
DisEASES. ;zzsgagﬁasﬁgg'gg
| 583283
g Small Pox .| 1 1 l[. oLy .. et ad 12l ..
g Measles .. 2| 17 3 4 | 16 9 5|18 | 14 6|19 L ..
S | Scarlet
E Fever ..| 5|12 |21 2|15|24[19| 9| 5| 5| 3 11
:E Diphtheria..| 2 |' 17|'.. | 4| 1| «| 1| 8|11 ¢ 6] 3]..
= Typhus ) :
EIE;EMEM; 5:| 72 [o9] "8 [Pm e Pkl coindfod |04 i
= | Whouping ,
2| Cough .. 14|10 |11 6|4¢|15|12|26| 5|17 |2¢4] 8]..
hIDiarrhma} 17|16 |16 19! 7]20 /19|20 | 10| 27|85 )14]..
‘EaChu]eru WA o e il AR LR A i B AL LA e BT
Tntal]}a:liﬂthm |
e )
Discases ol 46 | 71 | 57 | 38 | 92 | 78 | 6y | 94 | 57 | 64 | 94| 16
Other Z i
Diaamurm?fl ..| 10 9 6|10 | 12 | 14 T114 | 20} 19 3 12
Total Deaths from |
Zymotic Dim&mﬂf 56 | 80 | 63 | 48 [104 | 92 | 76 (108 | 77 | 83 | 97
Zymotie Death-
rate per 1,000 ..|2.483-45(2-64 1-96 4-1413-35 12:71[3:72 |2-57 2:70 3-07
Total Deaths from |
all canses .. ..|420|46]1|384|422|516|484 507|544 499|576 628| 68
Per centage of
Deaths from Epi-
demics to Deaths
from all causes ..(10°9 |15°4(14-8| 9-0|17-8|16°1 13-6|17-2/11-4|11-1 149

Of the 97 deaths that resulted from the above diseases,
94 were of the epidemic (or infectious) kind, and exceeded
the average of the preceding ten years corrected for
increase of population by upwards of a fifth part. This
excess was principally due to Measles, Diarrhcea, and
Whooping Cough, the two first of which diseases exceeded
their average fatality by one-half, and the third by a
third part. Diphtheria was in excess by one-half, but
Scarlatina shewed a diminution of three-fourths, and
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Fever of one-half of their respective averages. There
were three deaths only registered from Small Pox, but
three more occurred in hospital, the average being ex-
ceeded by two. In the calculation of the foregoing
averages the deaths in hospitals have been included.

The propagation of infective diseases by the return to
school of children during convalescence from these
diseases, with the remedies suggested for its prevention,
has been so recently explained as to require no further
comment here, than that the evil is one of great extent
and importance, and therefore deserving serious attention.
(See Report 1884, page 92.)

The months in which the deaths from Epidemie
Diseases occurred, with the mean temperature of each
quarter of the year, are shewn in the subjoined table.
The bulk of these deaths will be seen to have occurred
in the Spring and Autumn quarters, the amount in each
of which was more than twice as great as in the Summer
quarter, and more than five times as great as in the
Winter quarter. The cause of such difference is not
apparent by a consideration of the climatic conditions of
the year.

TABLE VI.
i i
. o
o] E | w2 "E - ,ﬁ
psease. |2 E|E|R|z|8 5 ¥[2]% B
= (&= |4 |= E.-. R r. - RN
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dhxs The following table represents the relative
in relation to_ proportions of the total deaths, as well as of
Social Position. 1, deaths from Zymotic Diseases, borne by

the several classes of the inhabitants :—
TABLE VII.

Deaths from Zymotio

Total Deaths. Di
iseases.

Spcrar PosrTioN.

g Decennial Decennial
1885. ;m : 1885, Al
Nobility and Gentry.. ..| 318 3-53 1-03 1-13
Professional Class, Mer-
chants, Bankers, &c. .. 414 5.19 412 4-37
Middle & Trading Classes,
Clleike B0, .5, wnivsls B548 | - BOH0. J 1T08 ;1930
Industrial and Labouring
Classes .. IR R 70-68 77-32 7475
| 100-00 100-00 100-00 100-00

The gradual reduction in the relative amount of
mortality borne by the labouring classes, which has been
noticeable for many years, is seen to have continued in
the past year, as regards the total amount, to the extent
of 848 per cent.; but, as might be anticipated from the
greater fatality that occurred from infective diseases,
which are always found to afflict those classes with
greatest severity, the amount of Zymotic mortality
suffered by them exceeded the average by 2:57 per cent.

s In the annual Return of the Vaccination
cination. (yepoor {0 the Local Government Board re-
specting the vaccination of children whose births occurred
in 1884, it appears that of 1,063 children born 939 were
successfully vaccinated, 3 were returned as “ insuscepti-
ble,” 67 died unvaccinated, and 3 were postponed on
account of sickness, leaving 51, or 4°7 per cent., who had
removed to places unknown or which could not be reached,
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This result, compared with that of the whole Meticpolis,
in whiel (according to the last Return) the residue of
children unacceunted for was 6°6 per cent., is very satis-
factory.

AgestDeath. As a consequence of the greater fatality
e from diseases of the Epidemic kind during
Mortality.  the past year, the deaths of children shew a
considerable increase. The deaths of infants under one
year. of. age formed 235 per cent of all deaths, the
decennial average having heen 224 per cent.; of children
under 5 years of age, 393 per cent., the average having
been.35'5 per cent.; while the total deaths under 20 years
of age were of average amount. Caleulated from the
number of registered births, the rate of mortality of
infants under one year of age was 13'1 per cent., and
agreed almost exactly with the average.

Senile ''he number of deaths at high ages was eight
Mortality. ]egs than in the year preceding. Seventy-one
were registered at 70 years of age and upwards, 54 of
whieh were recorded as having resulted from old age
anconnected with disease. The great majority consisted
as usual of females. The number, age, and sex of the

deceased are subjoined :—

TABLE VIIL
! Age. E Males. Females.| Total
J 70,— 75 12 24 36
- 40— 80 | 6 12 18
80 — 85 4 5 9
o (BY— 90 | 3 3 6
94 25 1 1
96 1 1
| 26 45 71
| i
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Ei;k::'r“'i Table IIL in the Appendix contains the

of .;J:I amount, nature, and fatality of the sickness
Parochial Poor. {hat ‘occurred amongst the parochial poor
during the year. It will be there seen that 643 fresh
cases of diseasc came under treatment, resulting in 32
deaths, or a little less than 5 per cent.; and 94 cases
of infectious disease, 9 of which terminated fatally.
Measles, Diarrheea, Scarlatina, and Small-pox were the
most prevalent Epidemics; of the last named disease
there were 28 cases, all of which were removed to the
Asylums Board Hospitals, where 3 ended fatally. There
were 8 cases only of Whooping Cough, and 2 of Fever.
While the {otal sickness and mortality was of average
amount, that portion attributable to Zymotic disease
considerably exceeded the average, thus corroborating
the figures in Table VIL (page 101), which shews the
relative mortality of the several classes of the inhabitants.

Inguests. Thirty-five inquests were held during the
Violent Deaths, ye€ar, or three more than in the year pre-
Uneertified ceding; the deaths from violence were 17,
Desths.  or two less. The number of uncertified
deaths was 8 only, and although 9 less than in the
previous year, were still so many cases in which, i the
absence of skilled testimony, death sy have resulted
from other than natural causes. As has been repeatedly
urged in these Reports (see that for 1865 and following),
it is imperatively necessary, in the interests of society,
that there should be a medical investigation in every case
in which {he cause of death has not been duly attested
by a registered medical practitioner.

The number and sex of the persons that formed the
subjects of inquiry, with the result of the latter, are
summarised in the following table :—
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TABLE 1X.

Males. Females, Total.
Deaths from natural causes - TV | S N |

e 40

Deaths from violence, viz. :—

Wound of Wrist
Choked by Food
Drowning .

: Knocked down h:;r an::r:
Accidental | motive . . 3 3

Hemorrhage
Suffocation " e —
\ Run over by Horse & Cart — .. 1

. Drowning .,
mecidel. s { Cut-throat co— } 3
E } 9

T |
e U

*:n:l--i

11

8D =k
I

Homaicidal { gaﬂﬂﬂjlghter i R
xecution b

N e e

Not specified  Found dead in Thames .

All the usual sanitary operations (the most
Senitation. i mportant of which will be found enumerated
in Table IV. in the Appendix) were carried out with
unabated activity. In addition to ascertaining the
existence of nuisances, and the investigation of such as
formed the subjects of complaint, the inspecting of houses
(all classes) and recording their sanitary condition, with
the removal of ascertained defects, have been systemati-
cally pursued as a daily routine; by a reference to the
table it will be seen that no less than 4,350 houses have
been so dealt with during the year. As an indication of
the extent of these inspections, it may be observed that
at the census of 1881 the number of inhabited houses
(although they have considerably increased since that
period) was 4,255. The process of disinfection and
purification of houses after Epidemic diseases have been
perseveringly employed,—immediately in the case of a
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patient removed to hospital, or, if not removed, as
promptly as the condition of the patient or other circum-
stances allowed. It was employed in 112 houses, and in
5 only, which were infected by Small-pox, was there
what is termed in the table a recurrence of the disease.
Such a designation of subsequent cases, however, is
scarcely, correct, inasmuch as the inturval between the
period of disinfection and the occurrence of another
attack in the same house, in every instance except one,
was less than 12 days—the period of incubation, or that
within which the patients could have been affected before
disinfection was first employed; and in the exceptel
case the interval was four months and a half—a length
of time which would make the probability of recurrence
extremely doubtful. Judged by the results recorded for
several years, disinfection, as carried out in this sub-
district, must be admitted to have been attended with
marked success.

Nevertheless, doubts have been expressed as to the
propriety of employing disinfection after Measles and
‘Whoopiug . Cough, in consequence of the circumstance
that such procedure has not been generally adopted in
other Sanitary Districts. I would therefore beg to point
to the great infectiveness of these diseases, particularly
of Measles, and their great destructiveness of infant life,
as well as to the general principle involved in the duty
of preventing the spread of infcctive diseases of employ-
ing all reasonable measures for the attainment of that
end, as a sufficient justification for my recommendation
of the adoption of disinfection after those diseases.
““ The mortality of Measles,” as stated in one of my
fortnightly reports, ‘“is twice as great, and that of
“ Whooping Cough three times as great, as that resulting
“from Small-pox.” By a reference to the Registrar-
Greneral’s “ Annual Summary” for 1885, page 24, it will
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be seen that the annual average number of deaths in the
Metropolis during the ten years 1875—84, from Small-

pox was 1,038, from Measles, 2,236, and from Whooping
Cough, 3,260.

In support of the procedure adopted in this sub-district
I would refer to the opinion of that eminent authority,
Dr. Buchanan, the Medical Adviser to the Local Govern-
ment Board, thus expressed: ‘I should unquestionably
¢“rank Measles among the diseases that people should
“gtrive to control by the use of atmospheric disinfectants
¢“as well as by ordinary methods of ventilation and
“cleansing. The disease is indeed one that is particalarly
“apt to spread through the air from person to person,
« and any measures for destroying its infectiveness should
¢ gertainly be applied, among other ways, to the atmo-
“gphere of infected houses.”

The simple, cheap, and effective application of sulphur
fumigation against the spread of infective diseases, is,
without doubt, one of the most successful of all the
sanitary operations of the Board, and cannot, it is sub-
mitted, be dispensed with in reference to Measles without
disregarding the security of infant life.

In addition to the proceedings set forth in the table,
all the bakehouses in the sub-district have been periodi-
cally inspected, and the slaughter-houses and cow-houses,
as usual, examined and their condition reported as satis-
factory previous to the granting or renewal of their
owners’' licenses. Many serious nuisances, also, that
formed the subjects of special Reports, were dealt with,
the details of which occupied much time and attention
in their disposal, such as the pollution of the River
Wandle and Boundary ditch by the sewage from the
farm of the Croydon Rural Sanitary Authority; the

e e e e e i i s e
- = ~ st .
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introduction into the main sewer of the products of gas
manufacture; the fur-dyeing factory nuisance; brick-
burning and other causes of nuisance at the Osiers,
Riverbank ; several piggeries, &e., &e.

Altogether, the accomplishment of a vast amount of
sanitary work has been effected during the past year by
the Sanitary Inspectors, whose zeal and assiduity in the
performance of their important duties are deserving of
highly favorable comment. The result of such work has
been productive of a great amelioration in the sanitary
condition of the sub-district, and such improvement
would be greatly extended by the accomplishiment, inler
alia, of the suppression of piggeries within the precinets
of the town; the prevention of aerial pollution from
sewer-gases by the employment of an abundant supply
of water for drainage purposes; and by the prompt and
systematic removal of house refuse (by means of portable
utensils),—measures long advocated in these Reports.
(See Reports, 1878, page 66; 1866, page 17; and 1856,
page 24.)

GEORGE EDWARD NICHOLAS, M.D,,
Medcal Officer of Health for Wandsworth.
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ANALYST'S REPORT.

To THE WANDSWORTH BOARD OF WORKS.

GENTLEMEN,

For the purposes of incorporating a record of the
work done in your District under the ““Sale of Food and
Drugs Act” with the annual statement of the Medical
Officers of Health, T beg to report as follows:—

(1) As to the Food supply—During the year ending
April 1st, 1886, 1 have received from the Inspector
400 samples for analysis. The articles were various
and well selected, and covered all the chief substances
commonly sold by the purveyors of the District. It is
a satisfactory circumstance to record that, of all these
articles, I could only charge 11 as being below the
recognized limits of commercial purity. These 11 articles
were made up as follows :—

Mik .. o T 9
Gin . ve .o 1
Butter 1

11

————

The excellent effect of your policy of continuous special
inspection is therefore strongly evident in the above
recorded state of the food supply, which maintains, as
heretofore, its high state of purity.

(2) As to. the Water supply.—Some few of the
residents.in the District still obstinately stick to the use
of wells instead of laying on the Company’s water, and,
during the year, I have received and analysed 34 samples
from local pumps. All have been found to be questionable
and some actively dangerous. On this point the public
cannot be too strongly warned that water drawn from &
town soil, perforated in every direction with sewers and
gas pipes, and long since denuded of the bulk of its
natural earhonate of lime, is continually altering in its
nature for the worse, and is a most undesirable source of
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domestic supply. Although a Medical Officer, on con-
sidering the Analyst’s results, very often cannot put his
hand down and assert that a certain water is, at the
moment, actively dangerous to health, yet he can see
that it is merely surface water, and that it only requires a
start to become at once a focus for the dissemination of
disease. Here your Officers are often placed in a delicate
position, because, although they may perfectly clearly
see that such water should be shunned, yet they cannot
go into Court on a theory of what might happen, but
only on what is actually present at the mom.ent, and
thus some obstinate people may go on daily courting
danger. The residents should be made aware that all
the well waters of the District are more or less undesirable,
and that it is exactly the refreshing flavour they
so much admire which is one of the danger signals.
The local wells are mostly practically charged only with
sulphates and nitrates, and the latter, while giving the
cooling taste so relished by the owners; are (except 1n
Artesian wells) nothing more than the representatives of
previous contamination, and the indication that what
has occurred before may very readily do so again. If
this plain warning, from & perfectly unprejudiced person,
be taken by some of the persons who at present continue
to nurse the serpent likely to bite them in the future, it
will be a considerable aid to the exertions so ably made
by your Medical Officers to secure a high standard of
health in your District.

(8) Use of the Act by the Public.—During the year
two persons have taken advantage of the provisions of
the Act by obtaining analyses of milk at the statutory fee.

1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN MUTER, Ph.D., F.1C, F.CS,,
Public Analyst.
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TABLE 11

Showing the total number of deaths and their causes
registered in the entire District, during the eleven
years 1875-85, with the relative numbers of each
class of disease.
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TABLE IV.

Summary of Sanitary Operations in the entire District
during the year 1885.
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