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REPORT,
1876.

To the Board of Werks for the Wandsworth District.

(GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to present the twenty-first
Annual Report upon the health and sanitary condition of
the Wandsworth District.

We have considered it undesirable, even at the
commencement of a third decade, to make any material
alterations in the general plan, or the statistical tables, of
previous reports; as the advantages of comparison with
- these would in great measure have to be sacrificed in
favour of any important innovations.

We trust the following pages will prove useful
and interesting to all who take cognisance of the sanitary
progress of our District; and be evidence to you that

your officers are endeavouring, to their best ability, to
fulfil the duties assigned to them.

We have the honour to remain,

(GENTLEMEN,

Your obedient Servants,

The Meduical Officers of Health for
the Wandsworth Dustrict.






HEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITION OF THE
ENTIRE DISTRICT.

The year 1876 has been distinguished by no very
remarkable outbreak of disease, and no relative increase
in the deaths or death-rate. Yet we have the misfortune
to report the occurrence of one disease at least in an epi-
demic form, and an increase in most of the diseases of tia
Zymotic class. But, leaving the consideration of these
details for a future page, we will, as usual, introduce our
report with the preliminary statistics.

Population.—In giving an estimate of the population
of a rapidly increasing District such as ours, it is necessary
to say that we are compelled to adopt the official method
of obtaining it; namely, by calculating the rate of in-
crease since the census of 1871, as the same as that of
the previous ten years. It is evident that such a method
must result in very much underestimating our population,
and so, in unduly increasing our death and birth-rate,
especially in the later periods of a census decade, and
must materially affect our position as compared with dis-
tricts having a stationary or decreasing population. As
will be shown subsequently, the discrepancy between the
official and the (probably) actual population has become
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very considerable, The Zpula,tiuu of the entire Wands-
worth District at the miﬂ e of the year, 1876, according
to the official method, was 153,648,

Deaths and Death-rate—During the past year 3154
deaths have been registered in the District, of ’Wﬁj[}h 1640
were of males, and 1514 of females. The death-rate, ac-
cording to the above population, is 205 per 1000 persons
living, or 1 in 48 persons. For reasons already stated,
this death-rate is probably much too high ; still it is 2 per
1000 less than that of the Metropolis, and more than
3 per 1000 less than that of 21 chief towns of the
United Kingdom. Theabove death-rate is also subject to
an important modification, from the fact that several public
instituticns—and those too contributing a higher rate of
mortality than the surrounding District—are situated
within our boundaries. The following Table will illustrate
this remark, and also show the proportion each Sub-
district bears in the total death-rate :—

-
Estimated Ratio of i%é% é
SUB-DISTRICTS. Population in the| Deaths. Deathato || SS5&E
middle of Population. || ﬁhﬁ E"EE

1875 | 176 | 175 [ 1876 | 1875 | 1876 | * o
Battersea .. v o] 68,648 | 70,144 §1,724 |1,745 | 1in 40 | 1in 40 || 1in44
WandswWorth .......cossssesssess. 22,624 | 23,169 | 420 | 461 | 1inb3 | 1in50 || 1in65
CRUphalE .- liinemmit 30,088 | 30,734 | 548 | 545 | lin 55 | 1in 66 In-
Streatham, Tooting, & Balbam | 16,340 | 16,781 237 | 2060 1 1in 69 | 1 in G4 apggf-
Putney & Roebampton .........} 10,693 | 10,990 167 | 143} 1in64 | 1in 77 felli*;fj;ca

The number of deaths to be thus excluded from the
total mortality of the District was 272, The total deaths
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therefore, with the above exclusions, were 2882, and the
death-rate 18:7 per 1000. Of course the deaths of
parishioners of the Parishes in which these institutions
are situated and who died in these institutions should not
be excluded from the total; but for such details see the
Local Summaries for Battersea and Wandsworth.

It will be seen that, as regards the first two parishes,
the deaths in public institutions have greatly modified the
death-rate, especially in Wandsworth, where such deaths
constituted nearly a third of the deaths in rest of the
parish.,

A comparative Table of the death-rates for six years
will be found in the next paragraph.

Births and Birth-rate—During the year 5999 births
occurred in the district, 3121 of males and 2878 of females.
The birth-rate, according to the official population, is 39-04
per 1000, or about 1 in 25. The folllt)}wing Table shows
the birth and death statistics for six years ending 1876—

Tl ik o R | 1871 | 1873 | 1873 | 18574 | 1878 | 1876
o e R 4380 | 4540 | 5033 | 5221 | 55290 | 5999
Birth.rate per 1000......| 345 | 844 | 864 | 865 | 873 | 295
gy oA T T oger | 2421 | o380 | 2706 | 8096 | 38154
Death-rate per 1000 .| 226 | 183 | 187 | 195 | 2087 200

In the introductory report of the year 1875 page 7,
a method of calculation is explained for obtaining the
population and death-rate with much more accuracy than
by the official method. It is admitted that agiven popu-
lation, under similar conditions, in a given time, produces
a fixed and constant ratio of increase. Upon this law of
natural increase, therefore, we have a basison which to found
our calculations ; so that, from a given number of births,
we may find the population that may be fairly supposed
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to have produced that increase, and then of course calcu-
late the death-rate from the population. Thus, in 1851
or in 1871, the birth-rate was 54 per 1000 (in round num-
bers), or about 1 in 29. The mean birth-rate for the
decade 1861-71 was 3325 per 1000, or 1 in 30. In all
London it was 1 in 28, It will be seen how nearly these
figures correspond, even at long intervals of time, and
how safe a guide they form as to the population. Additional
proof of this theory will be found in the above Table; for,
in the short space of six years, the birth-rate commences
with 345 and ends with 89 per 1000, while the number of
births does not increase in the same proportion, showing
conclusively that the rates are calculated on lower esti-
mates of the population than there should be. That is,
that the official population is not keeping abreast of the
actual population. Taking, therefore, 87,,72{3 as the mean
population, and 3384 as the mean number of births during
the decade 1861-71, it follows that the present population,
instead of 153,648, should be 173,233, and the death-rate
182 mstead of 20°5, or 166 excluding the deaths in public
institutions, and the birth-rate 346 instead of 39.%

Causes of Death.—In Table I in the Appendix the
causes of death, and the sex, age, and social position of the
deceased, may be found for aﬁa entire district. As the
object of a report such as the present, is not only to col-
late and comment upon sanitary and other pertinent facts
of the year under review, but also to compare or contrast
these with those of previous years, the following new
Table has been introduced for the first time, with the
view and hope of assisting such comparison or contrast.
Such a Table, moreover, may be useful in tracing out the
effect of sanitary legislation and other efforts in checking
or preventing the occurrence of some diseases, especially
those of an epidemic character.

By making use of both of the Tables referred to, the
reader will be better able to follow our remarks,

* The excess of births over deaths during the 1876 was 2845, giving a
rate of matural increase of 185, o b




DISEASES.
And other causes of Death | 1268 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870|1871 1872|1878 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876
Classes :—
Small Pox... 84| 241 2| 21| 158|877 | 28| 9| 5| 8] 26
Measles.. 102 18| 35| 62| 46| 52| 86| 55| 66| 27| 88
Scarlatina...... 49 | 82| 66183 | 352 | 126 | 26| 2| 94 |134| 86
Diphtheria 22| 8| 27| 14| 12| 6| 26| 11| 12| 28| 15
8uins_r,r ......... 1 R B IR Y g e 1 e R | R
roup .. 27| 26| 20| 22| a5 | 18| 18| 21| 40| 26| 27
ouh8 Y | 18| 1| 77| 96| 51| 62 (108 | 74| 89| 107|126
1. Zymotie) Typhus and
2 titee Mordes 61| 44| 66| 61| 68| 64| 62| 65| 48| 80| 47
Erysipelas 2| 4| 12| 8| 18| 22| 18| 12| 20| 24| 18
otiirtn b | 24| 10 21| 23| 16| 18| 15| 28| 34| 15{ 26
Carbuncle...... & - g 2 1 = 11 w
Influenza .oueee i 1 154 KRETOA : O PR | & f SRR USRS (s
Diarrheea &
Choleraic 107 | 74 | 133 | 189 | 148 | 140 | 140 | 126 | 117 | 134 | 159
15ea8e ...
Totals of Zymotic Class... | 407 | 282 | 461 | 571 | 751 | 858 | 513 | 411 | 528 | 537 | 613
2. Tubercular ...........e 334 | 838 | 882 | 526 | 874 | 428 | 410 | 426 | 469 | 565 | 555
8. Of Brain, Nerves, &c. | 277 | 306 | 389 | 353 | 365 | 371 | 841 | 870 | 42i | 455 | 416
4. Of the Hmt,.ru .. | 107 | 101 | 124 | 119 | 182 | 152 | 127 | 139 | 146 | 176 | 170
5. Of RespiratoryOrgans | 384 | 316 | 285 | 396 | 411 | 481 | 400 | 543 | 541 | 630 | 561
6. Digestive Organs...... 74| 76| 89| 93 (104 (118 | 87 | 96 | 111 | 136 | 126
7. Urinary Organs ...... 21| 20| 25| 40| 89| 20| 27| 84| 26| 55| e2
O gnact Gene- | 95| o4 | 17| 18| 8| 16| 9| 17| ;| 13| s
9, Of Joints, B-nuea,&c. 1 L S R e e e e R e e BE T
10. Of Skin ......... Wl A== a bl el S e ig o 5
11. Premature Blrth
Low Vitality, Mal- b | 120 | 140 | 154 | 176 | 101 | 145 | 143 | 143 | 168 | 177 | 226
formation, &e. ...
12. Uncertain Seat ...... | 45 | 64 | 64| 62 |15¢ | 69| 118 | 126 | 77 | 108 | o7
18, Adem Rk SL i 106 | 125 | 107 | 114 | 183 | 125 | 105 | 144 | 106 | 180 | 150
14. Violence ......c.ceranss 60| 56| 52| 64| 60| EG| 87| 70| 75| 68| 90
15, Not Specified ......... 30| 52| 62| 64| 40| 76| 35| 47| 70| 84| 46
TOTATE . insss 2072 |1987 ’ﬂlﬁ& 2393 [2659 |2867 (2421 (2580 (2796 (3096 |3154




10

Epidemic Diseases.—The fatality from Measles and
Scarlatina is high, especially that from the former, which
is exceeded by only one year in the above series. Whoop-
ing Cough might almost be called a severe epidemic, so
high has its mortality mounted during the past year. It
has beenapproached by no other yearintheseries, The same,
unfortunately, can be said of the fatality from Diarrhcea.
It contributes the largest share to the Zymotic mortality
of the year. But in point of importance we must concede
the first place in the present year to the re-appearance
amongst us of a Small Pox epidemic. The number
which represents on our tables the mortality from this
disease seems quite a modest figure; but 1t must be
remembered that it is no criterion of the number of cases
which occurred, or even of those of them that proved fatal.
This of course is due to the fact as the cases appeared they
were—as many and as soon as possible-sent to the hospital.
In fact, the mortality which did occur #n the District,
is evidence that the hospital accommodation for the
epidemic was miserably deficient. This is corroborated by
tﬁe local summary for Clapham--where the largest num-
ber of fatal cases occurred—in which a strong complaint is
made regarding the lack of hospital accommodation. When
this epidemic first made its appearance, though its approach
was expected, and its severity anticipated, no preparations
were made in an energetic manner, or on an adequate scale.
No one would assume the responsibility of the situation,
or accept the onus of providing the means of isolation. It
was made painfully evident that both our powers and our
zeal were sadly restricted in dealing with the malady.
But we have reason to complain that this scourge is still
so strong in our land, and to lay a very heavy load of
guilt at the doors of those who, in spite of overwhelming
evidence, evade or resist the Vaccination Act,and lead other
ignorant and misguided persons to follow their evil example.
'l'o such persons we can give a reason but not an intellect,
and against such invoke the only instrument fitted to over-
come unreasoning obstinacy—-the law of the land. By the
evasion of the Vaccination Act, as well as the too limited
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employment of revaccination in adults, a virgin soil, so to
speak, still exists for this disease to spring up and thrive.
Hence we must be prepared to meet the outbreaks of Small
Pox which consequently will continue to occur. We need
a scheme which will expand to an unlimited extent, when
occasion requires, and yet be no burden when the necessity
for it has passed. The ordinary Hospital, with its buildings,
stores, staff, &c., will not, except at great expense and loss,
meet the case. The difficulty of procuring a site, isolated
and yet reachable, of maintenance during the latency of
the disease, of transit from distances, &c., a]]]1 militate

st the ordinary hospital system. Perhaps the cottage
ﬁpit&l in ﬂca.tte;'ugi disfricts, Fbsy being procurable at short
notice, by diminishing the risk of conveyance, by confining
the disease to each parish, and probably by not mixing
different types of the epidemic under one roof, presents
great advantages, and should claim careful consideration,
and improved development. A point of great importance
has been brought out um}g the present epidemic ; viz., the
necessity for providing for non-pauper cases. It is
naturally a repugnant idea to an idependent person, to
undergo the degradation of being pauperized beE:-re being
taken to the hospital. Another point is worthy of
attention ; wviz., the powers at present possessed under
the Public Health Act in regard to the compulsory
removal of infectious cases. At present only in cases
of overcrowding can such force be exercised, and
then only after a tedious application to a local Justice,
during which the time for action is lost and the mischief
done. It seems no infringement of the spirit of our
liberal constitution, if the law should give the local autho-
rity power to remove a case of infectious disease, if the
patient’s life would not be greatly endangered by such
removal, whenever the health of neighbouring families
or even of the same family is obviously imperilled.

The following Table illustrates the relative position of
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the different sub-districts as regards epidemic disease
during the year 1876,

No. of Deaths from Ratio of Deaths from
SUB-DISTRICTS Epidemics per 1000 of the | Epidemics to every 100 of
Estimated population. the total deaths.
Battersen coeivivrrsicsnssnnsen 48 19+5
Claphail covseeeesserssnnsies 2-8 18.8
Wandsworth ....cconesnsnes 306 154
POINAY (eesessasasasiveraisioss 1-7 13-2
Streatham ......ecsesrennnes 1-8 119

We also refer the reader to Table IV. in the Appendix

for a cﬂmgarmnn of the intensity of epidemic disease during
the last eleven years.

Non-Zymotic Diseases.—Diseases of the Respiratory
System were the most fatal of the group, thﬂugﬁ' less so
than in 1875 and rather under the average of the previous
ten years. Tubercular diseases stand next in point of
fatality, and diseases of the Nervous System occupy the
third place. The diseases grouped under the title of
Premature Birth, &c., form a numerous and important class,
and naturally lead up to the next paragraph.

Mortality according to Age.—The infantile mortality
from a medico-legal, as well as a sanitary standpoint, is a
very important subject. No less than 43'3 per cent of the
total mortality occurred amongst infants. A similar ratio
for the whole of London was 42+5, nearly 1 per cent. less
than in our district. If we glance at our causes of death,
it will be seen that Diarrheea and Premature Birth, &c., are



13

among the chief causes of this infantile mortality. As we
know that improper and insufficient food and clothing, as
well as exposure to climatic changes, are the chief causes
of the former disease, we protest strongly against the
inhuman custom of leaving infants to the care of children,
or in the hands of unprincipled persons, that their mothers
may undertake the duties of wet nurses or hands in fac-
tories, &c., while the father is alive and in full work. Then
as regards the latter group of diseases, we are well aware
that most of the mortality is due to stupidity, neglect, or
wilful misconduct ; and medical men, in giving certificates
of death, often feel they are encouraging vice and
offending their own consciences. And yet, there is no
help for it, for disease and neglect are oftentimes so indis-
tinguishable that it would be impossible to bring a charge
home to the culprits, The mortality among the very aged
(80 and upwards)is high. It constitutes 3'48 per cent. of
the total mortality (that of the whole city is 3'45.) The
oldest person who died last year was within a year of being
# centenarian, another died at 97, and a l;]:mgr at 96,

Social Position of the Deceased.—This portion of the
mortality table takes its colouring from the most populous
of the Sub-districts. Hence the poorer classes are found
to be more dominant in this than in several of the tables
in our Local Summaries. Still, certain causes of death,
such as old age, brain disease, and diseases of the digestive
system, show their usual partiality for the better classes
(prufmrtiuna]]y, of course). Epidemic diseases are rela-
tive c{ more numerous among the superior classes than we
could expect, considering their better chances of avoiding
infection, exposure, &e.

Sickness and Mortality among the Parochial Poor.—
Table V. in the Appendix gives all the necessary statistics.
The deaths are only 137 to 3157 cases treated, or 4°3 per
cent., nearly 1 per cent. below the average ratio.
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In 8, de.—During the year 137 inquests were
held. ﬁm 3 u]ya.

e verdicts may be tabulated as follow :—
I. Accidental - - - 67
II. Natural - - . - 51
III. Suicidal - - - - 13
IV. Found dead - - - 3]
V. Murder - - - - 1

Unattested Deaths.— No less than 25 deaths were
registered as “uncertified.” 16 in Battersea, 7 in
Wandsworth, and 2 in Streatham. Surely no method
could be devised more calculated to diminish the protective
power of registration and valuable nature of the vital
statistics it gives, than the method of taking the crude
notions of friends or the questionable authority of unskilled
persons, to avoid and often evade an inquest. But it
appears a matter of serious import when we find a death
registered as “unknown” without any inquest havin
been held upon it ; and we are compelled to ask if suc
discretionary power is given to the Coroner as to allow
such an entry to be made, and, if so, to question the
wisdom of such latitude. It seemsalmost incredible that
so many deaths should be uncertified in a community,
where not even the question of expense need stand in the
way of having proper medical attendance and a legal
certificate.

Samitation—In Table VI. in the Appendix the
sanitary labours of the year are represented in a tabulated
manner ; but it is naadi;sa to say that these figures can
convey no adequate idea of the work accomplished.
A general improvement has been made in all the branches
of sanitary work, More houses, &ec., have been inspected
during the past year than during the previous years.
A much larger number of cesspools have been abolished,
and better drainage arrangements presumably made. .
There is increased activity in the removal of piggeries, and
of refuse accumulations, as well as in the cleansing and
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repair of dilapidated and unwholesome houses. In several
parishes recourse had to be taken to legal proceedings in
carrying out necessary improvements. But it is satisfactory
to note that such appeals to force are year by year
decreasing in frequency ; evidence, we hope, that the
public are accepting sanitary truths with a better grace
than heretofore, and lending a more willing hand in
bringing about the improvements which they Bﬂﬁeﬂt. A

int of some importance is urged in the Local

ummaries for Battersea regarding the control of the
Board and its Officers upon the internal drainage arrange-
ments of houses. It is highly desirable that exten

wer should be procured in inspecting the appliances for
Egusahuld drainage, and in enforcing necessary alterations.
In eonnection with this subjeet we would give a word of
warning to the public against the folly of having i
and other apparatus in various parts of the house conne
with the sewer by means of waste pipes, as no amount of
trapping can ensure these from adpmitting, in certain
conditions of the atmosphere, most dangerous and noxious
gases into their apartments. For the same reason we
would also protest against the custom of connecting the
overflow pipe from cisterns with the sewer, especially when
the cistern is covered and there is no free access of air to
the surface of the water.

The Water Supply.— In several of the Sub-districts,
Ea.rticula.rly Battersea and Clapham, strong representations
ave been made regarding the water supply. Some of the
complaints have been unnecessarily directed against the
Water Company ; for it must ever be remembered, that
the source of our supply is the grand cause for dissatis-
faction. So long as our water is obtained from the Thames,
no company can supply water good enough for dietetic
purposes. It should also be remembered that cisterns, and
other receptacles for the daily supply, are attended with
many evils ; and want of proper cleanliness is the source
of a very large number of the complaints raised against
the condition of the water. So far back as 1866, when
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opinions were invited by the Metropolitan Board of Works
on the system of water supply to the Metropolis, pertinent
remarks were made in reply in the 1 summary for
Wandsworth in our annual report of that year. As they
convey in substance our opinions on the subject, and as
they have an important bearing on the question at the
present juncture, we venture to reprint them here entire.
o Wﬁu.fd most strongly urge upon your notice the great
“ sanitary and economic benefits which would result from
“a constant supply, and the consequent removal of the
“ necessity which at present exists for the use of cisterns,
“ butts, and other objectionable receptacles. The following
“ conditions also require consideration. Water for domestic
“ use is required for two distinctand very different purposes:
“the one for dietetic, and the other gr general sanitary
“ purposes, including drainage. The first—as shewn by
“abundant evidence of the evil influence of impure water
“ in the Cholera epidemic of 1854, and of the present year—
“(1866) must of necessity be of the purest quality. The
“ requirements of the second would be fulfilled by ordinary
“unfiltered river water, or by sea water, and could be
“supplied in unlimited quantity for public baths, foun-
“ tains, the cleansing of streets, drainage, and all other
“ sanitary purposes. Under the present system the great
“bulk of the water which has been purified by filtration
“for drinking use, and representing much money, is lost
“in being used for all other purposes than that for which
“the expensive process of filtration is employed. As it is
“ necessary for the Water Companies to economise such
“expensive water to the utmost, the result is a necessity
“ for storage—-in itself an unnecessary and expensive evil
““to the consumer--and a stint in the general supply,
“even to an insufficiency, for the purpose of drainage.
“Looking to these conditions, it becomes a matter for
“ consideration whether a sufficient supply of the purest
“ water for drinking use only, could not Ee obtained from
“the chalk strata by Artesian borings, the general supply
“for drainage, and all other sanitary purposes being fur-
“nished by ordinary river water, or by sea water. In
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“the employment of such a system of distribution, a
“necessity would exist for a double system of pipes, but
“ the expense of these would be amply compensated for
“by the removal of the entire cost of filtration. This
“ District could be easily and economically supplied in the
“manner here indicated.”

But, as regards the present supply, we have reason
to complain that filtration has not been carried out as it
ought. The filter beds have been improperly constructed,
and the water has been taken constantly from the river, in
whatever condition it happened to be, and poured on the
filtering surfaces without any subsidence of the heavier
particles. At certain seasons, according to the evidence
of Col. Bolton, the Water Examiner to the Government,
a vegetable fungus has grown rapidly on the surface of
the bed, and formed an impervious coating, through
which no water whatever has passed. In such extremities
the Company has been tempted to into the mains
water which has never been ﬁltereﬁ?: all. Then, no
attempt has, as yet, been made by the Vauxhall Company
to carry out the Act of Parliament by providing a
constant service of water, and so taking away the
necessity for the objectionable cistern system. these
are serious snd just causes of complaint against the
Company.

In the meantime, we would strongly suggest the
adoption, into the New Public Health Bill, oﬁg a clause

providing for the proper inspection and control of cisterns
by the Officer of the Board.

We would also suggest the immediate amendment of
the law regulating the power of the Government Water
Examiner, by giving him authority to stipulate for quantity
as well as quality of the Metropolitan water supply. This
singular omission of the legislature has been noticed in the
local summary for Battersea, and is a subject of the utmost
importance, as several parishes have found to their cost.

B
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We would suggest the following indications to the
Company, in the improvement of their water supply :—

I. The proper management of efficiently constructed
filter-beds.

IT. The construction of reservoirs capable of holding
several days’ supply, for the purpose—

1. Of allowing of the subsidence of the
heavier portions of the mechanically-
suspended matter.

2. Of allowing of the intake being closed

ainst the reception of water in a time

of flood, when the water 1s in a parti-
cularly foul and unsuitable condition.

ITI. The establishment of a constant service of water
according to the Act providing for the same.

For all matters of less general and more local interest,
we refer the reader to the local summaries ; and, in con-
cluding our introductory remarks, we venture to express
the hope that the success which has hitherto attended
the operations of your Board may continue to reward its
future efforts to secure the sanitary welfare of the
Wandsworth Distriet.
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WANDSWORTH.

The following Statistics, derived as usual from an
analysis of the Registrar-General’s Returns and the Public
Records of sickness and mortality, will be found on exami-
nation to furnish satisfactory evidence that the health of
this Sub.district during the year 1876, although it did not
attain the exceptionally high position of the year preceding,
was 1n a very favorable state.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Lopulation—~The mean population living during the
past year, estimated on the assumption that the same rate
of increase had prevailed since the period of the last census
as that which obtained during the preceding ten years,
was 23,169,

Mortality.—The total deaths registered during the
year numbered 461 ; 247 were of males and 214 of females.
115 of the number took place in the following public
nstitutions ; viz., in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum,
94 ; in St. Peter’s Hospital, 4 ; in the I?I'nuse of Correction
4 ; in the Hospital for lé)[ncurab]es, 12 ; and 1in the Royal
Patriotic Asylum for Girls. In addition to the deaths re-
corded on the register 21 deaths of Wandsworth parish-
1oners occurred in the Infirmary of the Union ; these it is
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necessary to take into account in the determination of the
death-rate.

Dmth-Rateh,-—f-Ca.lmﬂated from the number of deaths
registered and the foregoing estimate of the population, the
death-rate was 19'8?%:1-1]11%00 ersons living nP;:La.n a,ve;'a.ge
during the year. But, as ex E.ined in previous reports,
this rate so determined is incl?miva of the mortality of the
Surrey County Lunatic Asylum, St. Peter’'s Hospital and
the Hospital for Incurables, the inmates of which institu-
tions are derived, with a fractional exception, from without
the parish, undergo no natural increase, and are subject to
a high mortality ; they moreover contribute such a large
proportion of tge deaths, amounting last year to nearly a
fourth part, that a calculation so derived must be entirely
worthless. It becomes necessary, therefore, in order to
arrive at the natural death-rate of the Sub-district, to
eliminate from the calculation the population and mor-
tality of the above named institutions, and, for greater
accuracy, to add to it the deaths of the Wandsworth
Sariﬂhiuners who died in the Infirmary of the Union

uring the year. Thus determined, after correction made
in the manner indicated, the death-rate of the past year
was 1673 fPe«r 1000 of the inhabitants. This rate, although

1

upwards of 1 per 1000 higher than that of last year, is still
somewhat below that of rural districts.

Birth-Rate.—The births numbered 679 ; 373 of males
and 306 of females, representing a rate, calculated on the
fDIEgOiﬂi estimate of the p:ﬁ tion, of 30'53 per 1000
persons living of all ages. e rate of natural increase
was 1380 per 1000,

The following Table contains a summary of all the
causes of deat}T;-%anged in accordance with the classifica~
tion of the Registrar-General, shewing the sex, social
position and age at death at different periods, and par-
ticularizing the several diseases of the Zymotic class :—
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.
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On reference to the Table it is seen that Class 3,
comprising Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System,
presents bfy far the largest share in the causation of
mortality, forming over 27 per cent of the whole. But, as
might be anticipated from the remarks already made con-
cerning the death-rate, this class is unduly augmented b
the deaths in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum, whic
during the past year contrihuteg about three-fourths of its
total amount. Of other Diseases, Class 1., the Zymotic
(Epidenﬁc—Endemic—Cnntaginu? took precedence as usual,
forming considerably upwards of 17 per cent. of all deaths.
Next in order of fatahity was Class 2, the Tubercular,
which includes Serofula and Consumption, contributing 14
per cent. (nearly). Diseases of the Organs of Respiration,
Class 5, furnished 121 per cent., or upwards of half as much
again as the average, Class 4 (Diseases of the Heart).
Class 11, (Premature Birth, Low Vitality, &e.,) and Class
14,(Violence, &c.,)considerably exceeded the usual amount.
Consumption was, as usual, the most fatal single disease,
forming nearly 8} per cent. of all deaths, but Bronchitis
was attended with little short of the same fatality. The
other classes present no variation from the average of
sufficient importance to require notice.

Age at Death.—Upwards of 22 per cent. of all deaths
occurred to infants under the first year of age ; more than
334 per cent. were of children under 5 years of age; and
upwards of 41 per cent. of persons under 20 years of age.

ese numbers are each somewhat higher t those of
the preceding year. 16 deaths are recorded as the result
of old age unconnected with disease, but no less than 58,
or nearly one-eighth part of all deaths, occurred above the
age of 70 viz., from 70-75, twenty-six; 75-80, twenty-
two; 80-85, five; three at 88 ; one at 89 ; and one at 95.

Social Position. —73) per cent. of all deaths, and up-
wards of 78 per cent. of deaths from Zymotic diseases, took
place amongst the labouring classes ; the latter amount
closely corresponding with the average.
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Inquests, Violent Deaths, dic. — There were 25 inquests
held during the year, with the following results : viz.,
Deaths from Natural Causes- - . 11
I Accident - 11
Suicide - 1
Cause Unknown 2
In 7 instances the cause of death was not certified by
medical testimony, in each of which, it is scarcely necessary
to observe,death may have resulted from other than natural
causes, The intervention of a medical enquiry in every
case of death, the cause of which has not been certified Ly
medical testimony, is so obvious a necessity in the interests
of society, that it ought to be invariably secured. (See
last year’s and previous Reports on the subject.)
Epidemic Diseases—their prevalence and fatality.—
The following Table shews the deaths which have resulted
from the 7 principal Epidemic diseases during the past and
ten preceding years, and the relation which they bore to
the deaths from all causes.

Deaths from Violence

" % PEE— _E o & 2 Hﬁ%
& & 8 .g é-g 'a % Sgs g
Small @ 2 4 E g=1a_ |g&2ed
= 8 ? g = ==
YEARS § % FUog HFORITEUR PO aiall Bl b1
Pox "E E _"E' g (5] 5 ,g .E g -g E E%EE
g 218 1E é A |2°| 8| 8¢ |38
1866 3 23 10 2 b 7 18 b 73 | 351 20T
1867 3 1 7 [H 1 7 7 33 | 332 99
1868 8 b 2 20 22 7 64 | 394 162
1869 23 36 i 23 b 94 | 439 21-9
1870 2 48 4 16 38 10 113 | 450 251
1871 14 al 28 11 21 3 J108 | 453 227
1872 1 5 1 3 13 20 4 47 | 265 12-8
1873 4 3 8 22 7 44 433 10-1
1874 14 2 19 12 I 52 458 116
1875 1 2 b 2 14 17 b 46 420 10-9
1876 1 17 | 12 111 2 16 | 12 | 71 461 | 154
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The total number of deaths which resulted from
these diseases during the past year exceeded the average
by a fourteenth part (nearly). This excess is seen on re-
ference to the Table to have been due to the occurrence of
a greater fatality from Fever, Scarlatina, and Measles, but
chiefly from the last named disease, the fatality from
which exceeded the average of the preceding ten years by
about one-third ; and was the most fatal of the %Eseases
in the Table. The proportion, however, which this class of
diseases bore to the deaths from all causes was somewhat
lower (078 per cent.) than the average of the preceding
ten years ; aﬁhough it was higher by about one-third than
that of the year 1875, which, it will be remembered, was
exceptionally free from Epidemics. Next to Measles
Diarrhea was the most fatal of these diseases. IFever
(Typhus and Typhoid) and Scarlatina were of equal
fatality ; the latter having been slightly above, and the
former more than double, the decennial average. The fol-

" b

lowing Table exhibits the months in which diseases
were attended with fatal results —
8
B b s 'E o -E E
DISEASE. ElE|%|= 3 B 2| B|E
5 |2 5 Elr|gls|B|2 12|88
2 | & |2 sS4 |B|S]|z]|A
SMAll POX .eocusssnsinges
Measles ...ocovsncinionse 201 8] 4 1 J| 21 2
Scarlating ............... 2 1 gl 1 9| 1
Diphtheria ........ ik 1
Whooping Cough ...... 1| 4] 21 2 1
Diarthoes .ovevnvivisnns R IR S S At il B B R b B R
B OV ov vianiin s mbm s iir i ol il s Laanl Bl 3 lval B3 ST .
Pokbira. ... 7| 1 1| g 7] 1a 14| 6| 7| 4| 6

from which it is seen that by far the greater number of
deaths occurred in the latter six months of the year, and
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that the number in the autumn quarter was twice that in
the winter quarter.

Inasmuch as it is against Epidemic diseases—long
since declared to be preventible—that the projection of
sanitary measures are susceptible of greatest success, it
becomes a matter of the deepest moment to ensure the
employment of those means for the arrest of their pro-
pagation which are at once the most simple, the most
effectual, and the most capable of the widest application.
Such means are most completely presented by * Isolation ”
—the separation of the sick from the healthy. But as
yet isolation is carried out to a very limited extent. It is
of late years only that its application has been partially
directed to Fever and Small Pox, very slightly to Scar-
latina, and only when occurring in the adult, while no
attempt has been made to bring Measles within its opera-
tion ; vyet, from an examination of the relative S 1n
the Table as re fatality, it is obvious that the last
named disease claims as much consideration at the hands
of the sanitarian as any other of the eruptive fevers,
unless it be unjustifiably held that the security of infantile
life is of less importance to Society and the State than that
of adult life. By sanitary proceedings of a general nature
these diseases are doubtless much lessened in amount and
mitigated in intensity ; but if their periodic recurrence is
to be successfully grappled with and prevented, it is evi-
dent that a more complete system of isolation must be
employed than the very partial and limited one now in
use. Such considerations forcibly indicate the want of
arrangements for the treatment of all diseases of the
epidemic class in the local hospitals.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Parochial Poor.
—Table V.,in the Appendix, exhibits, as usual, the amount,
nature, and fatality, of the sickness which prevailed
amongst the parochial poor during the year. The data
furnished by the figures in the Table will be found to be

in a marked manner confirmatory of the indications of
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the health of the Sub-district derived from the statistics
of the death register. The amount of sickness was greater
than that of the year previous, but very considerably less
than the average of the preceding ten years. The mor-
tality was 446 per cent. of the cases treated, which is
much higher than the average (3:32 per cent). The amount
of Epidemic disease formed 167 per cent, of all cases of
sickness, and although higher than that of the year pre-
vious, it was much less than the decennial average. Small
Pox, which was very prevalent in some parts of the Dis-
trict, but very slightly affected this parish ; as is seen in
the Table, there were but 7 cases, and these were un-
attended with fatality.

Amount of General Sickness.—In the absence of any
records available for the purpose, the amount of sickness
which has prevailed generally throughout the Sub-district
cannot of course be aﬁulutel determined ; but it may be
approximately arrived at with suflicient accuracy for the
purpose of making comparison with a similar caleulation of
previous years. Thus, estimated on the assumption that the
proportion borne by the number of deaths to the cases of
sickness occurring amongst, the parochial poor, represents
the proportion borne by the deaths to the cases of sick-
ness amongst all classes, the amount of sickness which
prevailed generally could not have affected less than 44
per cent. of the population. Such amount will be found
to be somewhat less than the average.

contained a summary of the sanitary procee which
were carried out during the year. A very much larger
amount than usual of work of this kind will be found
there recorded in comparison with that contained in the
reports of previous years, especially as regards the inspec-
tion of and the cleansing and purification of unwholesome
houses, and the removal of nuisances ; and it is satisfacto

to observe that all these operations were conducted without,
any necessity for the intervention of the law for their

Sanitary Proceedings—In Table V1., AJ?peudix, is
uc
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enforcement. In addition to the proceedings so tabulated,
all the Cow-houses and Slaughter-houses irllﬂge Sub-district
were examined and reported on; and the conditions of
the latter were such as to need no opposition to arenewal
of their owners’ licenses. Some sanitary defects formed
the subjects of special reports, and several nuisances,
which it is not necessary to particularise. The most im-
ortant of the former related to the condition of the
aterside-houses. 'These were examined and reported
on, 1t having been contemplated, in consequence of their
dﬂa}ﬁidated state, to deal with them under the provisions
of the “ Artisans’ Dwellings Act.” Eventually, however,
such intention was not proceeded with. I have, as before,
furnished your Surveyor with a tabulated list of the
localities 1n which deaths from Epidemic diseases have
occurred during the year, for guidl;.nca in the removal of
any sanitary defects which may have been associated with
the occurrence of those diseases.

In conclusion, the inhabitants may be fairly congratu-
lated on the health and sanitary condition of this Sub-
district during the past year.

GEORGE EDWARD NICHOLAS, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health for Wandsworth.

June, 1877,
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BATTERSEA.

The total number of Births registered in the whole
of this rapidly increasing Parish during the year 1876 was
3465, TFhﬁ official mean population of the Registrar
General, which is admittedly too low,is 72,235; which
would give an estimated annual birth rate of 48 per thou-
sand. This is equally too high, and it is therefore evident
that a larger population is bemng dealt with than can be
assumed by the ordinary methods. If the normal birth-rate
in Battersea which hus been found to exist during the
years in which the census has been taken, be accepted as
the true birth-rate, we get an estimated mean population
for the year 1876 of 82,434; a number which may be
assumed to be nearly the correct one.

In a hike manner the official mean population gives a
death-rate of 24 per thousand, which, it is unnecessary to
observe, after the foregoing explanations, is far greater than
is really the case in this parish., The estimated mean
population, derived from the number of births, would give
an estimated death-rate for the whole parish, mncluding all
deat/s in public institutions, of 21 per tﬁumd per annum.
It will be observed that this is somewhat higher than the
death-rates given in the reports relating to the Llastern
and Western Sub-districts of the Parish, the difference
being occasioned by the numerous persons dying in public
institutions; the majority of whom had no previous
residence in the Parish.

Sanitary operations during the year 18706 wn the
Parish generally.—The Sanitary work of the past year has
been of a very important and varied character, as will be
seen on reference to Table V1., and the Medical Officers of
Health for both the Sub-districts have been so frequently

directed to inspect and report upon various alleged nuis-
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ances and other matters conjointly, that this resum¢ has
been made to comprehend the operations of both Sub-

districts.

The number of houses in Table VI. recorded to have
been inspected during the year was 3357. In many of
these houses infectious disease had been present, and disin-
fection by means of fumi%atiun, and antiseptic chemical

nts, was effectively applied, and the recurrence of similar

disease has not, as far as we have been informed, taken
place in any instance.

By these inspections many nuisances have been dis=
covered, most of them having direct relation to defective
drainage within the walls of dwellings. 3569 1st notices
were served and the majority attended to by the owners
or occupiers of the premises. In 18 instances 2nd notices
had to be served before the necessary repairs or alterations
were executed. In reference to this subject numerous
investigations have convincingly demonstrated the great
necessity that exists for the extension of the control of the
Board and its officers over the laying and construction of
the drainage of houses within the walls as well as without.
In nearly every complaint of nuisance the house drains
have been the channel by which the otfensive matter
complained of gained admission ; and the record of any

eat outbreak of Zymotic disease suggests that the
gseaae has been frequently conveyed from house to
house by the same means. It is imperatively necessary
for the Public safety that all house drains should be well
and efficiently trapped, that the joints should be effectively
made with proper material, that a concrete foundation
for the drains should be made through the basement, to
prevent sinking and consequent leakage—which has many
times in this parish been the cause of an immensity of
illness and many deaths—and last, but certainly not least
in importance; the drain pipes should in cases be
continued, of the same calibre, to the roof of the house,
or, still better, some two feet above it. These precautions,
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which cannot now be enforced in the present state of the
law, are necessary to make our present gystem of sewers not
only efficient, but safe. It should not be forgotten that the
lamentable outbreak on 8t. John's Hill, some two years ago,
affecting as it did some hundreds of persons in a single
night, and causing the loss of several valuable lives, would
not and could not have occurred if the above medsures
had been adopted. The usual water seal in traps of house
drains is lia.hlll; to get out of order in many ways, the most
frequent of which 1s back pressure of sewer gases when a
heavyfall of rain oceurs; in which circumstances, and under
the present arrangements, a sudden flooding of the main
sewers takes place and their us contents are forced
through the thin water seal of the ordinary water
closets with the greatest facility. It is obvious that if
the drain pipes were carried to the top of each house
any back pressure of gas would not be able to find its way
into that house. There is no doubt that legislation giving
the Board control over the manner in which house drains
are laid throughout their whole length would be of the
greatest possible value, as numerous cases have occurred
in this parish where the cause of death has been distinctly
traced to the influx of sewer gases by these channels. This
matter is one that should be brought to the front in any
future legislation on the subject.

Thanks in great measure to the members of the
Anti-Vaccination League, and other foolish persons
possessing a defective knowledge of the real effects of
vaccination, and an ever ready belief in absurd and
unreliable statements as to alleged subsequent outbreaks
of disease, following and occasioned by this, the most
beneficent discovery ever vouchsafed to the human race,
another outbreak of Small Pox throughout the metropolis
generally has to be reported. In this parish the deaths
to the end of the year were 10, none of which were of
unvaccinated children born in this parish; the two cases
under 10 years of age which succumbed to the disease
having been born elsewhere.
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It will be seen upon reference to Table V. that 84
cases of Small Pox came under the care of the District
Medical Officers; the majority within the last 3 months
of the year. Every case where practicable was removed
to one of the Small Pox Hospitals, at the earliest possible
moment, the houses and apartments disinfected, and the
rest of their inhabitants revaccinated in those cases where
they could be induced to consent thereto.

When it is recorded by competent authorities that
within the last few centuries the death-rate was about
twice the present rate in the metropolis, and that one half
of these deaths were caused by Small Pox, we are inevitably
compelled to the conclusion that the mortality from
Small Pox was then equal to the whole number of deaths
from all causes at the present time. Nothing except vac-
cination and re-vaccination is known which is effectual as a
preventitive to this disease ; and its protective powers are
shewn by the fact that during the present outbreak
of the c{isea.ae the majority DE those who recovered
had been vaccinated in early life; while those who
died were either unvaccinated infants or adults in whom
the protection afforded by primary vaccination, in many
cases perhaps insufficient at the first in number of
vesicles, had to a certain extent become exhausted by the
changes which take place in the system during and after
puberty, when in all cases re-vaccination should be
performed-—as is evidenced by the statements made by the
Medical Superintendents in the Official Reports og the
Small Pox Hospitals, that no case of Small Pox had been
admitted into those institutions where undoubtedly success-
ful re-vaccination has been performed,—and did we indeed
need further proof of its efficiency, we have only to refer
to the fact that ever since the establishment of special
hospitals for the reception of patients suffering from this
disease, a period of about 40 years, during which every
official and servant has been re-vaccinated on joining the
institution, in no instance, although in almost constant
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contact with patients suffering from Small Pox in its
worst forms, has any one of these persons taken the disease,
with two significant exceptions, in which two nurses, who
in the hurry consequent upon a sudden outbreak of the
disease were allowed to enter upon their duties in the
wards without this protective operation having been per-
formed, and in each case a very severe attack of the
disease occurred.

The following Table shews the result of the Vaccina-
tion Officer’s work in the parish during the year, and
the small number left unaccounted for, viz., 5 out of a
total of 3459, reflects the highest credit upon the manner
in which the duties devolving upon him have been carried
out.
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Water Supply.—The water supply has been the cause
of many complaints, both as to the quantity and as to the
quality of this absolutely necessa.‘;y element. The parish is
supplied by the Southwark and Vauxhall Water Company,
and for many years past the public generally have com-
plained of the defective and irregular nature of that supply.
Other parishes have complained still more loudly than in
our case,—notably the parish of Bermondsey some years
since, when the so-called water famine occurred in that
locality. By some strange inadvertence on the part of
the legislature the water examiner has no control over
the quantity, but merely over the quality, of the water

supplied to the ratepayers.
C
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It is but just to say that, during the latter part of
year under report, a much better supply of water was
given than had ever been the case before, as far as quantity
was concerned ; but the quality, as evidenced by Dr.
Frankland’s reports to the Registrar General, was
amongst the worst given b];]y any of the Metropolitan
Water Companies drawing their EHP{J].}' from the 'Iﬁmes,
and was indeed in many respects almost identical with
that from the river at the intake near Hampton, which
is the source of supply. At the same time it was not
sufficiently bad to have been taken from the Thames at
Battersea—as was formerly proved to have occurred ; that
source of aup,ply having been effectively cut off under
Captain Tyler’s directions some years since.

The importance of a good supply of pure water
cannot be overrated, as it is an undoubted fact that
many diseases of a Zymotic nature can be and are readily
conveyed by this medium. We cannot too strongly insist
upon the duty of all concerned to provide water as free
from organic impurities as possible, which, whilst the only
available source of supply at present time is the Thames,—
which receives above tﬁe intake of the Water Company the
sewage of many towns, as well as the land water in time
of flood, bringing with it decomposing organic matters,—
is only to be obtained by preventing the drainage of the
towns above the intake finding its way into the river; by
impounding reservoirs having sufficient capacity for
several weeks’ supply, so as to obviate the necessity for
the admission of the river water in times of flood ; and
further, by a careful and efficient method of filtration;

as well as a more frequent cleansing of filters and of the
filtering medium. ‘

During the year under report 149 houses and water
closets were supplied with water for the first time as the
result of house to house inspection.
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BATTERSEA EAST..

The ter the interval of time which has elapsed
between the preceding census and the year under report,
the greater becomes the difficulty of determining the real
population of this important Sub-district, which increases
in a probably accelerated ratio.

The official mean population of Eastern Battersea for
the year 18706 is 36,667, Eut, as has been shown in former
reports, this is undoubtedly far below the real number; the
birth-rate would be, if this estimate were accepted as
correct, 53'8 per thousand per annum, a perfectly prepos-
terous rate,the birth-rate for the metropolis being only 365
per thousand during the year.

It is therefore necessary to use an estimated mean
population, and as the birth rate in Eastern Battersea has,
with remarkable uniformity, remained at 42 per thousand,
an estimated mean population of 46,857 for the middle of
the year 1876 has been deduced from the 1968 births
registered, which is probably almost absolutely correct.

The natural increase of population, arrived at by
deducting the 893 deaths from the 1968 births registered
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during the year, was 1075, which is by far the largest
number recorded in the Sub-district, and by its increase on
the number of the year 1875, viz., 842, shews that a large
amount of immigration of persons of child-bearing age has
taken place. ere is no doubt that to immigration is
chiefly due the estimated increase of population of 4799
during the year.

Mortality.—The total number of deaths registered
from all causes in the Eastern division of the parish of
Battersea during the year 1876, was 893. Of these 463
were males and 430 females. The number registered in
1875 was 867 ; the increase in the number of deaths is
only 26, while, as will be shown elsewhere, the births
have increased 259.

Taking the estimated mean population as the real
population, the death-rate for the year would be 19 per
thousand persons living. The death-rate for all London
in 1876 was 223 per thousand. It is but proper to state
that the official mean population, which should not be
applied to rapidly-increasing communities like our own,
would give 243 per thousand as the annual mortality, but
its inapplicability will be evident from the foregoing

considerations.

The usual statistics of mortality are here appended in
the usual form, presenting at a glance the sex, age, social
position, and the total numbers of persons dying during
the year under consideration, of the various diseases therein
set forth.
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STATISTIC8S OF MORTALITY.
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Ages at Death.—The deathsunder 1 year of age were
335 out of a total of 893 deaths, or 37 per cent., being
very much the same as for 3 years past, with the ex-
ception of last year, when it was 34 per cent. It must,
however, be mentioned that the law has lately been
made more stringent on the subject of death-certificates,
and great numbers of newly-born children, which may
have survived but a few hours, or even minutes, are now
registered, which were formerly interred as still-born
children, mainly with the object of saving the interment
fees. In this way the number certified as having died
from “ Premature Birth, Low Vitality, &c.,” increased
from 32 in 1875 to 66 in 1876.

Between 1 and 5 years 202 deaths were registered,
being 25 less than the previous year. Altogether under
years of age 537 deaths were registered, or 64 per cent. of
the total mortality, the percentage being 60 for the last
two years, and this, despite the increaseg registration of
deaths of newly-born infants ; so that there seems to be
some reason to hope that the a.ppa]]i:ﬁ mortality amongst
very young children, so frequently adverted to in former
reports, is at last showing symptoms of diminution.

Nine persons have died above 80 years of age in the
Sub-district during the year.

Social Position.—The rank or position in life of the
deceased persons is given in this Table, together with the
per centage each class bears to the others and the total.

= per cent.
Nobility and Gentry 8 9
Professional Class 40 45
Middle and Trading Class 85 96
Industrial and Labouring Class 760 851

Total 893 1000

which varies but slightly from the averag; of former yeanrs.
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Zymotic or Epidemic Diseases.—The mortality from
these, the so-called preventible diseases, during the {aar
was 206, as contrasted with 196 during 1875. The numbers
for either year are given in the following table for the
purpose of comparison. The increased population is more
than equal to the increased numbers.

1876. 1875.

Diarrhcea (and Cholera) % 60 44
Whooping Cough Py A 53 42
Scarlatina - G 9 34 55
Measles P & 5 4 20 9
Croup .. Py o i 11 13
Diseases of Childbirth x 10 4
Small Pox 2P 4 9! 7 0
Fevers i 4 i A 6 16
Diphtheria .. . iy 3 6
Erysipelas .o “s o 2 7

Totals 206 196

Twenty-three per cent. (or precisely the same pro-
portion as last year) of the total number of deaths in the

sub-district were recorded by the Registrar as the result
of this class of disease.

Reviewing the diseases of this elass as they occur in the
table, it will ;be seen that Diarrheea heads the list, 60
deaths being ascribed to this cause against 44 in 1875,
The prolonged and excessive heat of the summer months
was the direct cause of this increase, without doubt.

Whooping Cough was again very prevalent, 53 deaths
against 42 in the preceding year. Scarlatina, one of the
most, malignant and infectious of this class of diseases, was
the cause of death in 34 instances against 55. This disease
is peculiar in leaving a train of diseases behind it in those
who escape death, and its diminished frequency is, there-
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fore, matter for congratulation. ~ Measles was very pre-
valent, and caused death in 20 instances. Croup was fatal
in 11 cases. Diseases incidental to Childbirth caused the
death of 10 women ; when it is, however, remembered that
1968 children were born, it will be ap t that the
maternal mortality was only about one-half, or *5 per cent.,
a very low rate of puerperal mortality ; at the same time

much higher than during 1875, when but 4 deaths occurred
from this cause.

Small Pox again made its a pearance in the Sub-dis-
trict, and up to the last day of t}i,lﬁ ear 10 deaths were
registered. The number of deaths does not, however, by
any means represent the number of persons afflicted by
this, the most loathsome of all the Zymotic class of diseases
Many persons were removed to the Small Pox Hospital, of
whom several died. The District Medical Relief Book shows
(vide Table V.) that 59 persons were attended amongst

the parish poor alone suffering from this disease up to
Dec. 31, of whom 1 died.

The number of deaths from Fever diminish year by
year in this Sub-district, and but 6 are recorded during
1876 against 16 in 1875. Diphtheria caused death in 3

cases and Erysipelas in 2, contrasted by 6 and 7 respec-
tively in 1875. :

Other diseases.—Tubercular diseases, as Pulmonary
Phthisis, Water on the Brain and Infantile wasting ;
invariably cause the majority of deaths, and durint%]this
year their fatality included 205 cases, contrasting with 197
in 1875.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 189 deaths
as against 196 last year.

From diseases of the Brain and Nerves 67 deaths were
recorded. 100 was the number during each of the two
preceding years.
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From Premature Birth 66 cases wereregisteredagainst
39. Diseases of the Heart appear as the cause of 36 deaths
and diseases of the Digestive Organs for 35.

Thirty-two deaths were recorded as arising from
Violence, particulars will be found under the head of

Inquests.

Births. —The births registered in the Sub-district
during the year 1876 were males 1001, females 967 ;
total 1968. ~The number during 1875, 1709 births re-
gistered, being an increase of 269 births.

Vaceination.—During the year the Register of Public
Vaccination shews the following results :—

Successful Primary Vaccinations .. 1133
- Re-Vaccinations . : gitoa Al

Total .. 1278

These are of course in addition to the operations per-
formed by private medical practitioners. It may be said
that very few children escape vaccination in this Sub-dis-
trict, as the Vaccination Officer discharges his duties in
an effective manner. No death from Small-Pox has occurred
in any child born in this parish, all the fatal cases occurring
in un-vaccinated children born elsewhere.

Inquests.—The Coroner has held inquiry into the
cause of death in 50 cases during the year. Of these 18
arose from natural causes, the other 32 were the results of
violence. The findings of the Jury are tabulated below.

Natural Deaths. (Heart Disease 5).. JoEAB

Accidental do.—
Asphyxia (5 Infants overlaid) .. T
Drowned (2 Suicide) .. .t T
Killed on Railway .. 3 i S Gt
Scald 1, Fall 1, Poison 1 .. . s e
Suicide—Cut Throat 1, Hanging 1 AR
50
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Of the so-called natural deaths two arose from excessive

drinking,

Uncertified Deaths.—Sixteen cases of death, registered
without medical certificate or inquest, oceurred during the
year. The majority are said to have died from Convulsions,
B Natural Clauses such as Consumption or Diarrheea, 7 ;
and in one case the cause of death is said to be unknown.
This condition of matters is very unsatisfactory indeed ;
the cause of every death should, in the best interests of
Society, be investigated, and as far as possible, determined

by some competent authority.

W. H. KEMPSTER,
Medical Officer of Health
for East Battersea.
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BATTERSEA WEST.

The health of this Sub-district, so far as the actual
number of deaths are concerned, compares favourably with
the previous year, those returned in the year under con-
sideration being five less than 1875; and when it is re-
membered that considerable increase in population, both
naturally and by immigration, has taken place, as shown
by the birth-rate—which is the only means excepting
actual census taking ; by which a population can be esti-
mated—we have cause for congratulation, especially when
we consider that the great majority of our population is
made up of the working class, who, as a matter of neces-
sity, are much exposed to climatic changes.

With increase of population the mortality also usually
increases, as it often implies over-crowding, poverty, im-
purity of air, deficiency of cleanliness, disease, &c.; but, as
will be seen by reference to the Mortality Tables, this is not
the case here. The efficient supervision in use by the Board
for the removal of all those conditions which experience
teaches us are the factors, if not of actual disease, cer-
tainly of injury to health, which render persons more sus-
ceptible, increase the severity of disease when it makes
its appearance, and retards convalescence, conduces greatly
to this result. Vapours, gases, and substances, are con-
stantly passing into the atmosphere, all more or less inju-
rious, directly or indirectly ; it is with the gases from
sewers we are chiefly concerned, seeing what a ready
means they have of communicating with the whole Dis-
trict. In order to give a ready exit to these gases, special
ventilators have been inserted at the stump-ends, but
where ever these sewer gases are generated they must find
their way amongst the people, either, if improperly trapped,
into the houses by the cﬁ'ains, or by the ventilators mnto
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the road; there to be diluted and disseminated by the
winds. We may ventilate as much as we please, we may
destroy, to all appearance, our sewer gases; but the only
safe and effectual remedy consists in removing the animal
and vegetable matter before decomposition sets in, and
this can only be done by frequent and efficient flushings
and cleansing. In seasons of wet weather, when there is
much land-water, our sewers do not appear to be large
enough to carry off the water, and, as a consequence, it
finds its way backwards up the private drains into the
basements of the houses. Many and serious complaints
have been made, and ver justly, as it is likely to be dan-
gerous to the health, and certainly destroys the comfort
of people.

Complaints have been made of the unhealthiness of
certain parts of the District; notably of the Clapham
Junction Estate, and Gwynne Road. With respect to the
former it is said, and on good authority, that more persons
attend the Consumption Hospital from the neighbourhood
of Clapham Junction than any other district. t then
is the cause ? Some ten years ago there was scarcely a
house on the Estate, now there are over a thousand. It
was then a swamp. Can this previous condition be the
remote cause? It is well known that chest complaints
are more prevalent in persons who reside in damp localities
than in dry. The streets are well drained and all made
up ; and the houses should be built with the basements
well off the ground, and so arranged as to admit a free

passage of air.

After carefully going over the deaths which have
occurred from Lung diseases on this Estate—and this is the
only means by which we can judge of the amount of sick-
ness, no means for the registration of each case of disease
existing—-they are not more numerous than in any other
equally populous portion of the District.
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With respect to Gwynne Road and the abutting
streets, cases of Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, &c., were fre-
quently occurring. An investigation took place, and the
sewers were found to be unventilated ; the stump-ends
have been opened up in the usual way; and Gwynne
Road itself has been made up under the orders of the
Board. I trust the means taken will be efficient in check-
ing the diseases which have hitherto visited this neigh-
bourhood ; at the same time 1t must be understood 1f the

ople themselves neglect those precautions so necessary
to health, the utmost a Sanitary can do must in a
measure fail.

The Mortuary is now complete, and open for the re-
ception of bodies; it is situate at the rear of St. Mary’s
urch, in the churchyard, and consists of two rooms,
one fitted up with four slate slabs, set on brick piers, and
the other is used for the purposes of post-mortem exami-
nations; it is light, well ventilated, and furnished with
gas and water ; the floor is of concrete. This building will
prove of inestimable benefit to the public generally, and,
being near the river, we shall be reYieved of those sensa-
tional scenes which so often used to occur. The post-
mortem room is accessible to all the medical gentlemen in
the parish, for the purpose of making those examinations
whii’.!:}]l are often attended with much inconvenience to
themselves and distress to the persons in whose houses
they are generally made. 1 could wish it was complete
with disinfecting chamber and inquest, room.

It also contains a shell made of galvanized iron, of
suflicient size to admit of the largest coffin, the lid fits
into a groove which contains water so as to prevent the
escape of any gases, in the centre of the lid 1s a sheet of
glass through which Jurymen may view the body on which
any inquiry is being heﬁ:m

It is made after the model so kindly placed before
the Local Committee by Mr. TuLry.
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Mortality.—The total number of deaths registered
as having occurred in this District during the year was
852, 450 being males and 402 females (the males exceed-
ing the females bﬁ 00), being a decrease on the previous

ear of 5. Of the total number 163 took place in the
nfirmary, 76 of which were parishioners of Battersea,
leaving 87 belonging to the other parishes of the Union ;

these 163 deaths are a decrease on the previous year by
14, when 177 were returned.

Deducting, then, the 163 Inﬁrmary deaths, which, as
the inmates are derived from the whole union, it is but

just todo, it will leave 689 as the correct number of deaths
for this out-door District.*

Death-rate.—Calculating the death-rate on the as-
sumption that the population has increased at the same
rate as 1t did during the ten years ending 1871, we should

have a &opula,tinn of 35,677 souls, and a death-rate of 195
per 1000.

Birth-rate.—The births registered were 1487, the
excess of males over females being 71—779 being males
and 708 females ; and the rate, calculated in the same
manner as the deaths, was 41-7 per 1000, the natural in-
crease to population being 635 ; ‘after including all deaths
in the Infirmary, this is 121 in excess of last year. The
birth-rate forms a very reliable means of judging of the
population, as it rarely exceeds 35 per 1000 per annum ;
if, then, our birth-rate is nearly 42, there must be a far
greater number of persons in the district than our method
of calculation allows; this fact should not be lost sight of
when perusing the death-rate, which, if calculated by a .
population that would yield the recognised birth-rate
must be considerably lower than 19 per 1000.

The following Table shows the causes of all deaths
classified at different ages, the sex, and social position,

which have taken place in this Sub-district during the
year 1876 :—

* Out-door with reference to Infirmary.
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.
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* This table includes all deaths in the Infirmary of the Union.
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Zymotic Mortality—The deaths from this class of
diseases collectively give an increase on the previous year
of 13. Scarlet Fever, which was so prevalent during 1865,
continued for some months to yi E fatal results durmg
the year now under cﬂnslderatmn still, but 20 were regis-
tered against 48 There is an increase in Measles by 24,
Whooping Coug 19, Fevers by 5, Small Pox by 3, and
Diarrheea by 8 T e 3 deaths frmn Small Pox are the
first that have been registered for the past three years.

Of the 168 persons who succumbed, 79 were males
and 89 were females, 118 were under 5 years of age, and
143, inclusive, were under 2(), and 5 were 60 years and
upwmrds 2 of the deaths from Small Pox were under i,
and 1 was over 10 years of age, neither of them being
stated whether vamma.tmn hag been performed or not.

The following Table contrasts all deaths in West
Battersea from Zymotic causes from the past five years.

1872. 1873. 1874. 1875.  1876.

T Y e B o Blgs AL el | e T AP
Measles ............ s e | P ey T | S
enriainan! e telnula Bl , o0 JL1., Bl dldi. . T
Diphtheria ........ se il S b @Bng e et Tessens (R
Q!ﬁnﬂr = rm m @ % 8w GEE8 8 D‘l-i ﬂlIlll 0!!.‘.‘ D'I‘I U
OB s se nassbonss 'i' T WO DS
W’hnopl Cough .. i ea r D karsy ST Sk S iaan A

Typh us,g ........ 13 B e ann WD e LTy
Erysipelag .. ccocse.. e et Tl B0 AR OF 9 0
Metria, Ubildbieth ' .. 2 0.0 & ooid 2R civa vl sosaiyll
Carbunele ..ic000000 Vi ey W eeasy "Waises 8
EoBaenBR: » dvs s e TR | MRRCTIIN - R | N SRR
Diarrheea and Cholera 32 . SF L. A8 8 . 43

Totals...... 137 115 137 155 168

Other Causes of Death.—Diseases of the Respiratory
Organs, excluding Phthisis, are again the highest in
number of this clasa of diseases, 169 being reglstered but
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although this is the case they are 37 below those of the
revious year. From Bronchitis 87 were registered,
Eneumunia 49, Asthma 2, and other Lung diseases 22.

The Tubercular resulted in 149, of which 114 were
from Phthisis, Atrophy 32, and Scrofula 3. Of the deaths
from Consumption 79 occurred between the ages of 20
and 50, the ages at which I have noticed for years past
this distressing disease has been most fatal. Conjointly
this class of diseases are 1 in excess of the previous year,
but there is an increase of 27 from Phthisis, and a decrease
of 20 from Atrophy ; this latter I am glad to report, as I
trust it shows a better knowledge on the part of mothers
in reference to feeding their infants. Diseases of the
Brain and Nerves also show a decline on those of the
previous year, 119 being registered against 130. Disease
of Heart 49, Cancer 22, Digestive Organs 19, Urinary 13,
Generation 8, Syphilis 4, Joints and Bones 4, Violence 18,
Premature Birthand Low Vitality 30, of Uncertain Seat 37,
and Old Age 63. Of the 684 deaths from the non-epidemic
classes of disease 371 were males and 313 females. 184
were under 1 year of age, 84 between 1 and 5, 297 under
20, inclusive, from 20 to 40-98, 40 to 60-119, 60 to 80-
127, above 80-43, Of the total number of deaths from
all causes the greatest period of freedom from any disease,
except Phthisis, is from 10 to 40, in which period but 182
dea-t{ls were registered of the whole total 852, and 65 of
these were from Phthisis ; the most fatal period is the first
year of life, no less than 247 being returned under that

age.

It is gratifying to observe the number of our parish-
ioners who live to good old age ; between 60 and 80, 132
were returned, and above 80, 43, two of the latter reachin
the great age of 97 and 92 respectively, the eldest being,
as usual, a female ; it is also lﬁeasing to remark that all
but 5 of these aged pertons died from diseases not of the
acute nature :'n%ich affects the younger portions of the
population, most of the cases being of a chronic nature,
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and we must hope that their sufferings were accordingly
less severe.

The following Table contrasts all deaths from non-
Zymotic causes during the past five years.

1872 1873 1874 18756 1876

Tubercularincluding Phthisis 106 .. 106 .. 113 ., 148 ,, 149
Of Brain, Nerves, &¢ ,... 76 .. 100 ., 115 .. 130 .. 119

Of the Heart, &ceovvonnss - NINR  SE R RSP AP
Of the Respiratory Organs,

excluding Phthisis. ... .. 105 .. 156 . 161 ... 187 .. 160
Of Digestive Organs.... .. [TVt | IR MG R
Of Urinary Organs ...... d rim ook v, B s e Ll
Of Organs of Generation.. 2.. 6.. 3.. T7.. 8
Of Jamite, Bosss, 80: ceni. Moo Do Ao T8G" 8
Of Cancer .c.cconscove s ol e e S

Premature Birth, Low Vitality,
Malformation, &e. } 22.. 23.. 28.. 387 .. 30

Of Uncertain Seat,... ... 61 .. 560 .. 27 .. 39,, &7

K inn T o5, deit gt it 3ol e oD
Violence..cosesesses i DB AT M APEEN y  AB
S‘?philiﬂ-.-. Tl EEEEE R NN 0" 0 L] ﬁli "Iqli ‘4

TORIR. & oo %5 oine .., 507 .. 659 .. 652 .. T02 .. 684

Total Deaths from all causes, including all deaths i
the Infirmary, in the respective years were

1872 1873 1874 1875 1876
644 674 686 857 852
The Death-rates per 1000, excluding Infirmary deaths
and its population, was—
1872 1873 1874 1875 1976
'l?ﬂ- 176 17-2 202 19-5

Inquests—During the year 28. Coroner’s Inquests

were held, viz., on the bodies of 18 males and 10 females,
D 2
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this being a decrease on the previous year of 14; the
verdicts returned were

From Accidental Causes -
Natural Causes - -
Suicide : . :
Found Dead. No evidence of cause
Of the accidental causes 4 were by Asphyxia under bed
clothes, 3 by burning, the clothes taking fire, 3 by injuries,
2 by drowning, and 1 by the impaction of bread in the
throat causing suffocation. The suicide was that of a
male aged 46 by drowning whilst mentally deranged ;
the natural causes were principally from fits and heart
disease. The noticeable feature, as compared with last
year, is the decrease of suicides, there being but 1

as against 7.

Social Position.—The %rﬂpnrtinn of deaths in relation
to Social Position was as follows ;—

1

LIRS R T |
ol - B

| Per cent.
Nobility and Gentry 17 2:
Professional 10 117
Middle and Trading 133 15-61
Industrial 692 81-22
852 10000

Disease and Mortality amongst the Union Poor:—
The number of cases which came under treatment were
384, 145 being males and 239 females. These numbers
are 3 in_excess of those of 1875, and small they are when
we consider the nature and extent of our population ; it
shews clearly that there cannot be a large number of
actual poor amongst us, or else in the time of health and
prosperity they adopt the manly and independent course
of making provision for the time of adversity, which sooner
or later is sure to come. These applications for parochial
medical relief are less than they were ten years ago when
the population was not more than half of what it is at
present, this shows that although the immigration into
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the district has been so great, that the people are of the
industrial classes; what the condition of things will be
as age creeps upon them, is a matter for conjecture.

Of these 384 cases, 22 were removed to Hospitals and
12 to Lunatic Asylums. There were 25 cases of Small-
Pox, 10 of Scarlet Fever, Diarrhcea 19, Fever 7, Measles
5, Erysipelas 3, Lung diseases 75, Phthisis 11, Violence
20, and 222 from other diseases, principally Rheumatism,
Old Age and Disease of the Nervous system. On reference
to Table 5, Appendix, the nature of the different diseases
will be found, and also the deaths. In comparing the dis-
eases with the previous year, there will be found a decrease
in Measles, a.ntf an increase in Small Pox, so much so that
an Epidemic was then feared, which fears have unfortu-
nately been realised during the present year. Remarks on
this disease will be found in the general summary for the
whole parish.

The number of deaths was 23 and the rate 7 per
cent.; at the same time it must not be forgotten that
several of those who were removed to Hosp'taf succumbed
and would under ordinary circumstances have been taken
in the total death rate.

J. OAKMAN,

Medical Officer of Health,
West Battersea.
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CLAPHAM.

In presenting for the twenty-first time my report as
to the Sanitary condition of this Sub-district, I need make
no apology for introducing, as usual, the following Table,
believing that it will be found useful to those who are
interested in the sanitary progress of this locality.

YEaRs 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870 | 1871 | 1872 | 1873 | 1874 1875 | 1876
Marriages 310 244 272 234 1h8 249 236 257 284 243 | 313
Births 711 777 801 538 86T 864 858 029 937 965 11029%
Deaths 435 451 450 508 480 G604 483 475 528 548 | 545
Excess of
Births over
Deaths ...| 286 326 a0l 330 387 260 376 454 409 417 | 484

*Of this number I euccessfully vaccinated in 338 cases. — J, M. D.

It has been my habit to introduce into the above Table
a return of the marriages solemnised in the district, as
affording some indication of its material and social pros-

erity, and, it is satisfactory to notice, that the

past year

as been distinguished by a greater number of these events
than any of the preceding nine years.

Of these 313 marriages, no less than 382 were

solemnized in the usual manner, and the remaining 16 were
contracted before the Registrar. The marriage rate was
14 per 1000 of the population.
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The number of births, almost necessarily, I might say,
have also shown a r increase than usual. In 1875
965 births were registered, and during the past year 1029
(530 males and 499 females), giving an increase of 55 births.

The birth rate is 343 per 1000. p

While it is satisfactory to note an increase in the
marriages and births, it is still more pleasant to record a
decrease in the deaths. During the past year 545 deaths
were registered, showing a decrease of 3 from those of 1875,
and yiefding a death rate of 17°7 per 1000. Such a death-
rate is most creditable to our locality, and is evidence, I
think, that its sanitary condition is improving notwith-
standing its rapidly increasing population. The excess of
births over deaths was 484, which, of course, represents the
natural increase of the population,

Zymotic Diseases.—The fatality from this class of
diseases is shown in the following Table, drawn up with a
view of comparing at a glance the past with the preceding
ten years. Such a Table affords the means of judging to
some extent, of the success of scientific sanitation in the
reduction of the number, or at least the intensity, of these

maladies.

Yeans, | 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870 | 1871 | 1872 | 1873 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876
Small-pox.| 10 T 0 10 6 94 14 0 0 2 14
Measles ...| 18 8 9 2 14 2 30 11 20 3 13
SBearlatina. G 5 14 29 45 20 6 2 o3 a2 13
Diphtheria] & 3 7 0 2 3 3 3 4 G 0
Whooping-
cougk ol a6 | o a8 baaplrellasl) ae | ok | a8 ] AT bR
Typlisa ol 36 ] 10 |90 ey |l 0 ]lunjol el 2 8
Diarrheoea,

Diarchea |} g7 | 91 | 28 | 30 | 81 | 31 | 89 | 25 | 97 [ 22 | 24
Torars ...|] 86 66 | 109 | 117 119 178 128 G5 105 74 86
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It will be seen that Small-pox was fatal in 14 cases.
In 1875 only 2 cases were fatal, in the two preceding years
none, while in 1872 there were 14, and in 1871 (the epi-
demic year) 94 deaths from Small-pox. Measles shows an
increase upon the previous exceptionally favorable year
(1875). Scarlatina was considerably less fatal during the
ast than the two preceding years. Diarrheea had a
aner fatality than any year since 1867 with the exception
of 1876, Diphtheria was fatal in no case, while Whooping
Cough maintained its average.

During 1876, 98 cases of Small-pox occurred in this
district, amongst the parochial poor alone. Fourteen cases
were fatal in tfe district, and of those which were removed
to various Hospitals, we can obtain no accurate account.
The fact that many cases had to be removed to distant
hospitals, because the authorities at Stockwell refused to
utihize the empty wards ot the adjacent Fever hospital for
the reception of gma]l-ynx cases, t‘{mugh entreated to do so,
was most prejudicial to most of the cases and fatal to sowe,
None of the cases I sent to hospital could afford to pay the
hospital fees (£4. 45.)but belonged to the poorer class,a class,
moreover, which regards vaccination with dislike, andis most
likely to suffer from the epidemic by evading preventive
measures. No case of Small-pox occurred amongst those
who had been successfully vaccinated recently.

The following table, as of old, exhibits in a condensed
form all the important facts to be noted regurding the
mortality statistics of the district, and calls for no comment
save by way of comparison with the statistics of the pre-
vious year.
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY,

g BOCIAL
CLAPHAX. T Aid Soosar.
i =]
Population in 1871—27,347, | =5 y 1 ; J
Estimated Population in E% -Ea g |8 |8 E e §§ gﬁ E
B o | £ ¢ | § [e2l5eld, 5. B 5| 2fchlE
30,754, = ; g i "5% '§§ ";-'=' &0 E-t 4 L E G| = E
Areain Acres—1,233. |58 gle| 2 |2|%y b L - 'EE E"ﬁ CE
= |22 | 225|883 (5| 2| 2 |E5|S 5|35
3% dl= |13 "'a § 55 dagl =21 » ES’ :sﬁf':m
DISEASES 24l @ E 5 35 g~|sg|sh| & 7 sd §ﬁ zs
- - 2 = =
And other Causes of Death g ﬁ & |5 E E 551 |4 |2 |g]2 F‘E =@ (8
=58 E 2 |2
Classes ;—
]/Smal.'l Pox .| 14 4110 1 1 1 ] B s g LY o W 2112
Mﬂa&lﬂﬁ waw 13 'ﬁ T E 'ﬁ R 13 aEE - W (L T * g'
Scarlatina J 13| 10| 3] 4 L] 3113 A - 1 b T
Diphthﬂriﬂ. T e aaE sem maw Tl aw s Ty -
Quiney ..d..1..1]| s HY - s
Croup ...... 5] 8| 2 3| 2] b6 wile 8] 2
Whooping .
Cﬂ'ugh 1? T la ? 1'} T 17 Tl - T W aaa 1 E 11
I- E}'mutil.‘- JTFP]JIJ-HJ&‘G' E 2 3 e T " 1 2 l 1 T YT o 2 3
Erysipelas i 31 3 1 L 5 1 a I ¥ 2 1] 8
Metria,
Chﬂdhinh 5 5 saw LER Y 1 4 LR LN ) LE] 1 2 2
Uﬂl‘bﬂhﬂ-}ﬂ - waw EEE wEE Ly i weE ew e e Ll LR
Iﬂﬂnm" T . i wam §ee wan T
Diarr
ete.  ...) 24 § 17 1117 4 21 - I AE 6| 8|16
“Fhlﬂm e sEa aEa e EEE] sam o L] EEE waE
Totals of Zymotic Class J102 | 52 | 50 | 83 | 29 6177 |14 8| 7 1 10 | 27 | 65
2. Tubercular® ........J1 80 | 44 | 36 | 7 7 412418321 S 5|23 )52
3. Of Brain, Nerves, &ec.] 41 } 21 | 20| 38 8 2114 4 814 1 3120 ] 18
4. ﬂ'f tlh.'a Hm, &l‘.‘. B 35 l? 13 HEE EEE W 3 ? 1" 11 asw 3 13‘ 19
5. Of Respiratory Or-
-1 1 AR U T38| 41121 |15 2] 39 3|14 ] 23 1 5116 | 58
6. Of Digestive Organed 16 | 6 | 10| 4| ..|...| 5| 2| 2| 71|... 4| 6| 6
?- ﬂfnﬂnﬂrj’ 14 ﬁ B 2 awa e 3‘ E 2 f 1 E‘ 7
8. Of Organs of Gene-
Tabion _iisssspaniad 51 8| 8 R 1 1 ] R T e 1 1 3
f. ﬂfJumt.s,Bunﬂa,&.c 31 2 e ot e e ial g N 1 - 5 (e 1 1 g
1{}' ﬂfSkm sEmEanal 1 1 #aw EL L] e 1 1 EE e - aEw 1 [TL ]
11, Prnmatum Burbh,
Low Vitality, Mal-
fﬂl’ﬂ]ﬂhﬂﬂ, am Bi *‘ﬂ 42 Tﬂ 1‘* 3‘! T Ew waw W 'l 29 51
12-. ﬂf ﬁnmn ht’ 3 E wEw o Y naw nE 2 1 T W 1 '2
13" Age Lt LR LT PR LR 3? IE 21 LLL ] B saw CEEY 13 ﬂi L] 13 T 13
1'1. vifﬂm-u.--."nn-r ].ﬁ ‘r 3 1 T 1] E 1 3 * T e T 3 T
15, Not Specified 36114 |21) 3 1 1 6| 4| 8|17 3 b |18 | 17
TORALE Leciiis. 571 1274 149 |74 |16 258 | 71 | 78 (109 | 29 53 [167 |825

* Of the 71 deaths from Tubercular disease 54 were due to Phthisis.
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In the absence of an accurate estimation of the popu-
lation, I have given, in round numbers, 30,000 as an
approximate calculation of our population at the middle
of 1876. I have already noticed the chief points regarding
the Zymotic class of diseases in the table.

Non-Zymotic Diseases.—During the past year diseases
of this class are rather under the average, though their
relative proportions remain very much the same as usual.
Tubercular diseases are rather more numerous relatively
than diseases of the Respiratory Organs. The number of
Unspecified Diseases is decidedly above the average. But
the notable point in the list is the high mortality from
causes grouped under the title of Premature Births, &c.
This leads me to notice prominently the

Infant Mortality.—No less than 84 children under 5
ears, of whom 70 were under 1 year, died from Premature
irth, Low Vitality, Malformation, &c., and 1565 children,

more than halt of whom were under 1 year, from other
- causes.

In all, 239 children, only 23 less than one-half of

the total mortality of the district, died during the past

ear. This number is less by 30 than in 1875, and more

y a like number than in 1874, I have in former reports

expressed my regret at such a large infant mortality, and

endeavoured to point out many of its preventable causes.

Senile Mortality is also large, but, unlike the last,
this is a matter of congratulation and encouragement.
From Old Age 37 deaths occurred, 24 of which were of
persons above 80, and 4 above 90, one of whom would

next year have been a centenarian. From other causes 5
died upwards of 80, and 96 between 60 and 80.

Sickness and Mortality among the Poor.~From Table
V.in the Appendix it will be seen that a very large
number of cases of sickness were attended during the past
year, namely 1005. An important item in this total was
the 98 cases of Small Pox ﬂﬂ'&&d}" mentioned. The cases
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of Fever 109 (96 of which were of the remittent type, and
13 infantile), also constitute a large and important item.
The number of deaths resulting from these cases was 38, a
small proportion, considering the amount of epidemic
disease. There were no d;ﬁa from any epidemic disease

except Small Pox, from which two deaths occurred.

. Inquests, dc.—In the course of the past year 15
inquests were held by the Coroner. The following is a

list of the verdicts arrived at after a diligent and searching
examination :

3 were suicidal—by poison, &c.

3 were accidental.

o were natural from heart disease.
3 w  aam .,

1 was found dead (overlaid).

The Sanitation of the ¥Year.—From Table VI. in the
Appendix it will be seen that a large amount of sanitary
work was accomplished during the year. More than 2000
houses were specially examined by the Surveyor, the
Insdpectar of Nuisances and myself ; 5574 feet of new sewers
and branch drains were constructed during the year. Few
compulsory orders were required during the year, indicating
a desire on the part of proprietors and others to execute
necessary sanitary work without being compelled by legal
processes.

The slaughter houses and cow houses have been duly
examined during the year, and the excellent enactments
of the Legislature regarding these buildings, though at
first complained of as unnecessary and expensive by the
owners, have brought about a durable and permanent
improvement in their condition which has given the
%'reateat satisfaction to all ies. Still there is room for
urther improvements which time will suggest.

The water supply is not complained of in the matter
of quantity, but as to quality it is not only bad, but very
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bad.  According to Dr. Frankland’s returns in the
Registrar General's report, it seems positively unfit for
domestic use, and worse than any other water supplied to
the Metropolis. The great importance of pure water to
the health of a community is an admitted fact, and we
have, therefore, good cause to complain of the water supply
of our district. If water could be procured from another
and better source of supply than the Thames, as from deep-
well borings, we might have a better quality supplied.

Another point of great moment is the present frequent
and close connection of the cistern and the water-closet.
I have the Surveyor’s authority for stating that one-balf
of the houses in this parish have the same cistern supply-
ing water to the closet and for dietetic purposes. i
state of matters could easily be remedied at a very trifling
expense. Of course, in present circumstances, it 1s highly
necessary to filter the water used for dietetic purposes in
an efficlent manner. Charcoal seems to be the best
filtering medium.

JOHN MAC DONOGH,

Medical Officer of Health
for Clapham.
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STREATHAM,

INCLUDING

BALHAM AND TOOTING.

The population of this Sub-district at the middle of
the past year was estimated, according to the authorized
method of calculation, at 16,781,

Deaths and Death-Rate.—The number of deaths
during 1876 in the district was 260, of which 189 were of
males and 121 of females. The death-rate was accordingly
155 per 1000 persons living. This is an increase of 23
deaths upon the total mortality of 1875, and of 30 upon
that of 1874, and is due, chiefly, to the excessive mortality
from diseases of the Respiratory Organs.

Burths and  Birth-Rate.—During the year 530
children were born, 280 males and 256 females, This is
an increase of 17 over the number born last year. The
birth-rate was, therefore, 32:06 per 1000 per annum.

The excess of births over deaths was 276, giving a
rate of natural increase of 164 per 1000 of the population.

Zymotic Diseases —There is an increase this year in
deaths from diseases of an epidemic character, as may be
seen by referring to the following comparative table, show-
ing the deaths from seven of the chief Zymotic maladies.

This increase has occurred in the cases of Diphtheria,
Whooping Cough, and Fevers.
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DISEASES.

n ©

k| 5

RIEAN] O s i i ani ek n s AR AR AR

)L 1T A S SRR (P N P 2 2

Seven L T A S — 4 4
principal | Wi_Ehtheria ...................................... 3 6
Epidemica, ooping Conihe o sinsssssissunesssratebsisi I 7
Typhus, &c..cissssssrssnsasinssisassnsnsass ] 2 b

Diﬂ-’ﬂ‘htﬂﬂr a-l:l.d Dhﬂlm Diﬂmuu-nd . 9 7

Totals :— 25 a1

Diarrhcea shows a slight decrease this year as com-
pared with last. No death from Small Pox occurred.
The above epidemic mortality yields a per-centage of 119
upon the number of deaths from all causes. Besides the
seven epidemics in the above table, Croup was fatal in one
case, lirysipelas in one, and Metria in two. This brings
the Zymotic mortality to a total of 35 cases.

The Table which follows indicates the cause of death,
sex, age, and social standing of all persons whose deaths
were registered during the year in this District. It is
quite unnecessary to put into words what can be better
understood by figures, and it is superfluous to make more
than a few remarks by way of comparing the ﬁ%nes with
those of former years. This has already been done with
respect to the diseases grouped under the first heading.
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.

STREATHAM, S¢l  sex AcE I Soorar PosiTioN

INCLUDING ég
TOOTING & BALHAM. |~ 5 &0 5 a & 5 b

— g 5,2 | o [Rs) 288
Population in 1871—14,475.] °& s |28l |8 |3 Elgel g3
: B E fg) 2|3
Estimated FPopula- 25 E s ~Es|Bs1E 4 3] =
tion middle of 1576—16,781| £ : LB 55 28 -Egc -g% =l E Er_} .g§
Areain Statute Acres—39,465, J‘é’ﬁ ;E; s |3 g;g %E E'a .a-s g E 135 ‘*g =2

=1 ol B T '

DISEASES, Eéégé BlplAsin 3 % Egggégg
And other Cansesof Death |=2 | 2 | £ |5 | & i B |4 |4 |4 |8 |5 = |8
Classes :—

Ema]]- Pﬁx"‘ s il - Ty amm Ew wEE BEE T e waa T Eaw swa

| Measles ...... S E B T e R e Lt i 1 wo lrewe ] 1] 12

Bearlatina..)] 4] 3| 10...] 2| 2} 8| 1!..1.. . 2 ... ] B
Diphtheria Sk &1L %) 24812 81511 &) il 1] 3
Qui.nn}* LN MU (SIS S T B e wid | ws sow | wan | aes
Cmup.....-..- 1 i ! s 24 A 1 we | -
Wheoping
, Ciugh 3 71 6| 21 8| 4 T 1] EE
. | Typhus an
1. Zymotic) “YP I
Fevers ...] 5] 5 1 1 3| 1 = 21 8
Erjﬁpﬁ]ﬂﬂ-n- 1 1 T o 1] 1 wia 1
Metria,
Childbirthy 2| .. 2 b - - o : £ I |
Carbuncle..J ... [ ... | ... s e el e
Iuﬂuenm - L) (1] LR L} L - L] LR
Ilmrrhma&l
Choleraic T 41 8} ¢&] 8|. - 5\ S i e i | 31113118
Disease
Totals of Zymotic Clasz | 35 | 23 | 12 |11 4125 G 3 Li.ul B 9| 8|15
2. Tubercular® .........] 81 19 |12 8 4 1116 3 4 3 2 2 9118
3. Of Brain, Nerves, &e] 30 J 219 |20 8| 4| .. 114 4] 7112 2] €| 7|10 186
4, Of the Heart, &e....} 18| o | o] .. | .. bolas | plekanl id-4 Lt 2l 8
5. Of Respiratory Or-
gan8 ... W 52126127111 4 16 6|11 |18 2 3 8113 |29
6. Of Digestive Organg 22 | 12 | 10| 3| ... S4T30 4T 2!l Bl ®
?r Of Urmw 0’%&“3 " [ b 1 Vi . ]. 1 2 1 e T 1 D
8. Of Organs of Gene-
rﬂtiﬂn EEE AR ﬁ N ﬁ e oy 1] e 5 1 1 2 1 2
9. ﬁf-l]ﬂiﬂtﬂ’ BDH&E}&G- 2 1 1 ™ " I wea ] 1 1 ahs e 1
In" ﬂf Eﬁn WEEF ARl AR AR R L L 1] T (Y (] LR "8 LR} (E ] - EE
11. Premature Birth,

Low Vitality, Mal

formation, &e. ...J] 14| 8| 6]18]| 1|..]14 een [ ues [ en ] e | 2].-811310
IEI Df Unmiﬂ mﬁ#i* 2 1 1 PEw i L] LN L) LR 1 1 1 L l
13! -ﬁ-gﬂ e a BN EE ARy 23 ].]. 12 L ] Bam aEm wEE 1& ? T E 3 ]-ﬂ
14, Viﬂlﬁﬂca ............... ﬂ' ﬂ 3 l T 1 2 * 2 wea e 1 3 i1
16. Not Specified......... 1 B B B | pincdh i B ke Jraed-Y el 1 S |

ToTALS ...ueeeen...260 189 (121 | 52 [ 25| 5|91 | 28 | 49 78 | 14 | 34 | 39 | 5T 180

* Of the Tubercular class of Diseases, 21 deaths appear to have resulted from Phthisia,
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Of the non-Zymotic diseases, it has been already
remarked, the diseases of the Respiratory
occupy a prominent position. The number of deaths from
these diseases this year is larger than it has ever before
been in this district. Diseases of the Brain and Nervous
System stand next in point of fatality, though they do
not seem to be much above the average. Tubercular
diseases show a slight decrease upon the fatality for the
last few years. The other causes of death maintain very
much their usual relative proportions.

Sickness and Mortality among the Poor.—It will be
seen from Table V. in the Appendix that 107 cases of
sickness occurred among the pauper population, of these
12 died, that is, 11'2 per cent. There was exceedingly
little epidemic disease, and no deaths from Zymotic mala-
dies. E’he diseases of the Chest caused three-fourths of
the above death-rate.

Ages at Death.—The mortality among children during
the past year was slightly in excess of the last two years.
It compares favnural%ly with other districts. Of the 82
fatal cases among children, 24 were of Zymotic origin,
chiefly from Whooping Cough, Diarrheea, and Diphtheria,
14 were grouped under the title of Premature Birth, Low
Vitality and Malformation, and the remaining 44 were
distributed amongst the Respiratory, Tubercular and
Nervous groups. gIli‘a]:uzma» were comparatively few deaths of

ersons between 10 and 60 years of age. One case of Scar-
et Fever, one of Diphtheria, and four cases of other fevers
occurred between these ages. The other cases were chiefly
of Tubercular, Respiratory and Nervous diseases.

The Senile mortality is most encouraging and speaks
well for the salubrity of the district. More than a third
of the total mortality was of persons above 60, namely 92
cases, of which 14 were above 80. The oldest was 90
years. Of course Old Age was the most frequent cause of
death, followed by Respiratory, Nervous diseases and
diseases of the Heart and Digestive organs.
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Social Position.—About one eighth of the total deaths
occurred amongst the nobility and gentry, a seventh from
the ranks of professional men, mercgntﬂ, &e., a fifth from
the middle and trading class, and exactly one half from
the industrial and labouring class. It is of importance
to observe how few cases of Zymotic disease occurred
among the first-mentioned class, while Old Age claims more
than the average of deaths from that class, as also, diseases
of the Digestive Organs, and of the Brain. Diseases of
Tubercular origin, and of the Respiratory Organs, show a
decided partiality for the lower ranks.

Inquests, &c.,—Eleven inquests were held during the
year. The verdicts may be thus grouped-

L Accident—(1) Spasm of Glottis, (2) Asphyxia
(3) and (4) Fa.ﬁﬂ, (6) Drowning, :

II. Natural—(1) Heart Disease, (2) Old Age.
(3) Painter’s Colic.

III. Suicide—(1) Shooting, (2) Poisoning.
IV. Murder— (1) Poisoned by antimony,

The Jast mentioned is too well known as “ The Bravo
Case ™ to need further remark. Two cases of death were
registered as uncertified by any medical man. As one of
these was described as “unknown,” it seems strange that
no inquest was held upon the case, and, whatever may be
said of accepting the guesses of friends or the dictam of
an unqualified man in registering the cause of death, surely
a registration suchas the above tends to stultify all vital
statistics, and makes the protection the register ought to
afford little short of a sham.

Sanitary Work of the ¥Year.—It is hardly necessary to
do more than refer the reader to Table VL, in the Appen-

E
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PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON.

In presenting, for the first time, my own contribution
to the Annual Report of the Medical Officers of Health,
it seems only a just tribute to the memory of my worthy
and respected predecessor, to express my sense of the loss
his fellow officers have sustained by his death, and my de-
termination that honest effort and assiduous care shall
not be wanting on my part in taking up the duties he has
so faithfully performed for twenty years, and in cultivatin
to the best otPe my ability the qualities which diatingtﬁﬂheg
him as a sanitary reformer as well as an officer.

Population.—At such a late period of the census de-
cade, the population of a growing Suburban District such
as ours can II’Je only approximately determined, since the
ratio of increase is being annually accelerated. Taking,
however, the recognised method of calculation, the popu-
lation of the combined parishes of Putney and Roehamp-
ton may be estimated at 10,990.

Deaths and Death-rate, &c.—1It is my good fortune
to have to record an exceedingly low death-rate during
the past year. Only 143 deaths were registered in this
Sub-district during the year, of which 78 were of males
and 65 of females. This gives the exceedingly low death-

E 2
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quarter. The Zymotic mortality was highest in the third
quarter.

Zymotic Diseases.—There were 22 deaths from this
class of diseases. These were distributed over 7 of the
sub-classes of the group, and so, are rather in excess of
the average of the Zymotic mortality, but indicative rather
of the variety than the intensity of the Zymotic diseases.
A noticeable feature is the absence of Diphtheria from the
list. The Table given below presents a comparative view
of the mortality from the chief Zymotiv diseases for 11
years ending 1870,

Yeams, | 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870 | 1871 | 1872 | 1873 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876
Small-pox.| ... et s o] e 1 1
Measles ..l . 8 | .a 1 5 4 W e 9 3 1
Scarlatina. 1 1 2 (] 3 £1 7

Diphtherial ... 2 1 9 1 1 L 1 4
Whooping-|

ootits ..U MG SLER Al il PAVETR Ig 0 SR N Gl
T'yphuu.&ml 1 3 2 b 1 o 2 e
P } g b lecig b At a I e e ikt ke ] My
ToTALS 16 20 11 31 19 32 19 6 10 20 19

\Whooping-cough, it will be seen, was severe ; though less so
than last year, or the year 18G7. Scarlatina has again
appeared after omitting three years. 1t was severely epi-
demic in 1871, Diarrhcea is rather over the average, and

is only exceeded in one year (1870). The following Table
may be interesting, as showing the season of year at
which the cases of Zymotic diseases oceurred. ‘Whooping-
cough and Diarrheea are conspicuous. It may be remem-
bered that the autumn of last year was excessively hot,
which accounts for the mortality from the latter cause.
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1876.
DISEASE. First Second Third Fourth
Quarter, Quarter, Quarter. Quarter,

BN POE Ll b bl 1
BERRBIEN. ol i riisavinnsrunts 1
Bearlating......ceisssensisar 1 2
Diphtheris .........ccocniee
Whroping Cough ......... 5 1 1
TRBRFPREE . 2 oviivvina s i v as 1 P, 6
U Y SN S S L) |

It 1s a matter of regret to observe, for the first time
since 1871, a fatal case of Small Pox in our District,
Though only one case was fatal, it is proper to add that, not
only EGEE this solitary case, in common with fatal cases of
other diseases, fail to give us any idea of the prevalence
of the disease, but, unlike them, 1s no criterion even of its
intensity. This is of course due to the fuct that this dis-
ease, like Cholera, is beginning to be treated, as all serious
epidemic diseases ought to be, by the common-sense
method of isolation. I say, beginning to be treated, be-
cause, if any fact regarding this epidemic was made con-
spicuously evident, it was the very inadequate preparation
for the hospital accommodation of the cases. man
instances patients had to be left in crowded districts to
spread the deadly infection, and themselves to die for
want of proper nursing. In the introduction will be
found the suggestions I, along with my fellow officers,
have to make on this subject, and it is unnecessary to
enter upon it here. Seven cases of Small Pox were
removed to the Hospital during the year from this
Sub-district, of which one died; of those not removed,
of which there were about the same number, one died.
Both the fatal cases were of adults, said to be vac-

cinated, and were of the confluent type. The most of
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the cases were mild in character. There was the greatest
difficulty in some cases in getting their removal to Hos-
pital accomplished, even when there was Hospital accom-
modation for them, on account of the scruples of the

patient or friends to entering a pauper institution, and
especially to being taken there in the parish ambulance.

The following Table presents a variety of Statisties,
arranged under the eleven years ending 1876, for the
purposes of comparison. It should be remembered that
the population been steadily increasing during the
decade from the estimated population of 1866—8,030, to
that of 1876—10,990, a difference of nearly 3,000. The
Table will explain itself.

g ¢ 585

| 38 | |2 |58 | 3EEe
g‘ - ﬂ ﬁg .g = [ :E

s | | 5| 35 | 5|51 155E, | 3ERds

12| 45 |2|F ‘agﬁg I

= 2 | Sas ﬁ-ﬁ-asa

1866 225 | 280 121 151 | 1249 16 132
1867 207 | 24'8 128 164 9-3 20 156
1868 263 | 805 118 136 | 168 11 93
1869 248 | 266 133 149 | 128 31 233
1870 271 | 295 145 167 | 137 19 12-4
1871 275 | 289 151 15-8 | 130 32 214
1872 279 | 28'4 144 146 | 140 19 131
1873 320 | 306 125 13-3 | 183 (] 48
1874 290 | 278 156 150 | 12-8 10 64
1875 202 | 278 167 157 | 118 20 11'9
1876 300 | 278 143 180 | 14-3 19 132

The Mortality Statistics of this Sub-district are
tabulated below, according to the cause of death, and the
age, sex, and social status of the deceased. It needs
little comment, save by way of comparison with the
statistics of former years.
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY,

PUTREY

AND EE Saz. AN Pﬁﬁl‘:ﬂ:.
ROEHAMPTON. |S&
Pupﬂaﬁﬁn{ﬂm}l%?ll_g %ﬁ :E'_ .E'.". § i é.: 5# =
KL @ - <1 . %=
Estimated population in | £2 slelgs|s |8 |2 [ E|E MENE
middle of the year 1876— ._.E_. g 2 E—: %.ﬁ E.‘; iﬂ. E_ _E .;..E _ai.." E‘}
10,990, ?’,.ﬂ g ~l = g5 s :',3 8=l 2 '-': EE A JE
Area in Statute Acres--2,176. EE ° E‘ 2| & E‘g 3'5 -§'ﬁ -En E i 'g'n;' ﬁg ic_:
——1-i] .| =|-]8 ] : e | 2 |24|25|°
oiseases, |E§| 4| B\ 5| 8|8 8%|4 |5 (¢ | £|5|§5|55|2
And other causes of Death. 4 = I0 Rl |4 1% |2 el |IE°|IE° |2
Classes;—
(Small Pox o 1| 1| .0a e | e |l 1
Mmle.? ...... 1 11 . 1 1 , s ) . - <) i =
S{Ea'rhtm% 2 a ﬂ 1 L H‘ (L L 3 L1 daE 1 “2
Diphtheria .. ... | ... | .. 1...1 ... | ... J e o
!anay """" aam - sew T T i .r:: ::: 4 ”: ':: 18 i o
Croup ... ... 3 i 4B % i b 1
thapmg #EE sas i
Tﬂﬂugh __;j ? 4 3 4 e f e - - 1 3 3
. Jlyphus an
L zfmﬂhe{mt.har Fev
Emi lﬂ.ﬂ i 2 L] Lo - LLL ] waa - i LELY
Hem,l: 2 G v s i3] 3
ﬂhﬂdhirth s - - - e ] TL ] 1] ssa
Ga.ﬂ)l.lﬂﬂl& wesll Lo 3 = '
mﬂm - LRl ] anw = 31 = e 35 s i g b Ee Cat 8
]Siﬂl'rhm&-} snw Ll L) LLL EEE waE EEEY -~ waw T aaw T - L]
holeraic ... 7
mmm a i T LR LLL T (Ee - - - LR - -E E
Totalsof ZymoticClass..1 92 J12 (10| 10| 8| 1fao|.. | 2| 2| .. [ 2l22] 8
*2. Tubercular ..... ......] a8 14|12] 8| 2
. vk B | IB:koaB ]l spic] bee L aiadl 8 EIV AR
3. Of Brain, Nerves, &eJ 26 | 15 | 11| 7| 5 12| 2| 2] 91 1) 1]l10] 6| 9
4, Of the Heart, &e....... 6 4} 2al.. e | tideadi} vl i F el FER 1R
5. Of Respiratory Organsd 23 | o | 14| 6] % 10| 8| 4| 6|..] 2] 8] 7|1
6. Digestive Organs ...} 5| ol sl...| 11 114 1| 8 gl 2| 1
7. Urinary Orgaus ...... 11 §bal odiilofa]haatodl 1 el 58 6108
8. Of Organs of Gene- y #
Rbiot .. sanenide.o. - 13 £ 1 1 1
ﬂ' {)f Jumfﬂ’Emﬂ’ .&c. 1 1 . swa T - =aw #EE ..i R & “i
]':'. Gr Skin ot . £ e s L LR aEa aEE awa W aEnE T s
11. Prmt,“rn Birth‘ s 1] san wam T % ¥ amw AR T awE eE T Fe T wan
Low Vitality, Mal- 0
formation, &::. } * ﬂ ol L R R R L . b p gl
}g EJE Uncertain Seat ...} 1 ikics 1 anleail - 1 1 )
AR o Bl BB TN o e e sl el e
14. "Hu]ﬁncﬂ_._ .............. T 8 1 " P Ly 9 ) i 1 4 2
15. Not SBpecified .........

—

Torars ..........f118 ] 8 | 65 | 37 201 1160|2518 86)] 4] 420 |52]|68

. hth? Of the Tubercular class of diseases there were 18 deaths registered as being due to Pulmenary
“hithisis,
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Non-Zymotic Diseases—Tubercular diseases and
diseases of the Nervous System, it will be seen, were
equally fatal, while those of the Respiratory System almost
as much so. To assist us in comparing these figures
with those of former years the following Table may be

useful,
YEans. 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870 | 1871 | 1872 | 1878 | 1874 | 1875 1876
Tubercular.....coeeees] 17 21 24 20 18 22 24 19 24 26 26
f Brain,Nerves,&c| 20 | 19 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 26 | 30 | 23 | 25
)f the Heart, &¢. ...] 7 9 9 6 9 9 14 18 8 13 6

f Respiratory Or-

T e My 21 20 21 156 31 29 26 21 30 36 | 23
Of Digestive Organs| 8 0 B 11 1T 8 7 12 11 ' | 5
Jf Urinary Organs 1 2 2 5 1 b 4 3 8 7
¥ Organs of Gene-

ration ... desaiaing 2 2 1 1 iy 2 . 1 1

f Joints, Bones,&e.|] 1 2 1 1 1 . 1 1
1 BRI, catiata b ns 1 A Rl I
Premature Birth,

Low Vitality, Mal

formation, &c....... 9 13 9 11 8 11 b 7 | 16 10

|0f Uncertain Seat...| & 2 4 6 5 b 5 2 6 1 1

AgO iossspmatuemipene] & 1 B 1 3ot AR B[R ST TSECRTH ] B
Violence ...ccvcvereans 9 4 6 8 4 4 6 b 6 4 7
Not Specified......... 2 WA 1 2 2 1 T BRI S

TOTAEB  csves wessf 104 | 108 | 104 | 99 | 125 | 118 | 124 | 116 | 146 | 147 | 121

The alteration in the population, and therefore the
relative proportion of the figures, must be remembered
in this as in all comparative Tables. The fatality
from Nervous Diseases was slightly above the average,
and that from Respiratory Diseases and from Premature
Birth, &c., decidedly under it. Other diseases were
about the average. It will be seen that there is an
alteration in the relative proportion of Respiratory to
Tubercular diseases, the former being usually in excess of
the latter.

Ages of the Deceased.—The mortality among children
shows a decrease of thirteen from that of 1875 and a
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slight increase upon that of 1874, The deaths from
Zymotic diseases from all causes, except Small Pox and
Erysipelas, were of children. Respiratory and Nervous
diseases were especially fatal to children. The mortality
from Premature Birth, &e., is less severe than usual.

The mortality at other ages was about the average
excepting that among the very aged, which is mmarka,ﬁy
low. Only four died above 80 in the past year, as
compared with 11 in 1875, and 7 in 1874. The oldest
was (as usual, a female) aged 84 years,

Social Position.—It will be seen that the usual propor-
tion between the classes is not preserved in the past year.
The mortality amongst the Industrial class is far exceeded
by that of the other classes. The Professional and Merchant
class have more than their usual share,and the Nobility and
Gentry rather less. Brain diseases were especially fatal
amongst the Professional class, and Epidemic diseases in
the middle clags. The deaths from Premature Birth, &e.,
were most frequent amongst the lowest classes, which is
not surprising.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—
The sickness amongst the pauper population was very
slight. Scarlatina and Whooping Cough were somewhat
more prevalent than usual. No deaths occurred among the
cases of Epidemic disease, and there was a mortality of
only three in the whole number of cases treated, or only
about 2 per cent. See Table V. in Appendix.

Inquests.—-Eight inquests were held during the year,
exactly double the number of those in the previous year.
The V);rdicts were as follow : — :

I. Accidental, (1) drowning, (2) suffocation, (3) burning.

I1. Suicidal, (1) drowning, (2) cutthroat.

I1I. Natural, from heart disease, (2)

[V. Found drowned ; no marks of violence or proof of
how he came into the water.
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Sanitary Proceedings, dc.—Table V1. in the Appen-
dix gives an epitome of the sanitary work of the year, and
to it I refer the reader. An important improvement was
the removal of nine cesspools from various parts of the
District. The removal of one pig nuisance is another
encouraging improvement, as well as the riddance of no
less than 37 accumulations of offal, manure, &e. It was
necessary in three cases to obtain legal assistance in
getting improvements effected. In two of these cases
compulsory orders were obtained, and, of course, complied

with.

The Cow and Slaughter-houses underwent their usual
inspection. Most of them were in a highly creditable
condition. The regulations imposed on the slaughter-
house keepers have effected great improvement, and it
would be productive of good if somewhat similar rules
were imposed on the dairy-keepers, though in this District
restrictions are hardly necessary.

The Water Supply. —Complaints have frequently
been made to me of the condition of the water supplied to
the District, For remarks and suggestions on that subject
see introductory report, pages 15-18.

ALEXANDER WALKER, M.B,

Medical Officer of Health
Jor Putney and Roehampton.



APPENDIX OF STATISTICAL TABLES.

TABLE L

Summary of Deaths and their Causes, registered in the entire District during 1876,
classified according to Sex, Age, and Social Position, and showing also the relative Num-
bers in each Sub-District.
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TABLE 1IV.

Showing the total Deaths from the Principal Epidemic Diseases
registered in each Sub-District, and in the entire District,
and the relation which they bore to the total Mortality in the
several years 1866—76.

DEATHS FROM THE SEVEN PRINCIPAL

EPIDEMICS IN EACH SUB-DISTRICT, Exmire Distrior.
N
YEARS. Eg E"E A 3
. pogt = ‘E-‘BE 8
< : =5 48 |g
i 5 %m §3 |§ :.i: B o
S -y § ag | R L
- g g |§8d
2 2| 3|8 |E |38 |28 |s8%8
() ﬁ = &' 7] 3] = [s¥
1866 86 | 244 73 16 34 453 2072 218
1867 56 122 33 21 10 242 1037 12-4

1868 | 99 (104 | 64 | 14 | -28 399 | 2168 | 18+4
1869 (117 [247 | 94 | 31 | 27 516 | 2308 | 215
1870 | 119 |[404 [113 | 19 | 37 692 | 2659 | 260
1871 | 178 [463 [103 | 82 | 31 807 | 2887 | 288
1872 (128 |[220 | 47 | 20 | 31 446 | 2421 | 184
1873 | 65 | 2056 | 43 6 | 32 850 | 2570 | 136
1874 | 105 |238 | 52 | 10 | 26 440 | 296 | 157
1876 | 74 |307 | 46 | 20 | 25 472 | 3096 152
1876 | 86 [340 ( 71 | 10 | 31 | 547 | 3154 | 174

*s" The Diseases included in the above Table constitute, as in the Registrar-
(General's Returns, the principal maladies only of the Zymotic class—viz. : Small Pox,
Measles. Scarlatina, Diphtheria, Whooping-cough, Diarrgzn and Cholera, and Fever.
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TABLE VL

SuMMARY of the Sanitary Operations in the entire District during
the year 1876.

d

including
ng an
Balham,

Tooti

Putney and
Roehampton.
Streatham,

ToTars,

Clapham
Battersea.
Wandsworth.

Number of Houses
and Premises in-
spected ... ...| 2000 3.557 135 217 220 5,929

1st Notices served | 267 360 [ 64 59 25 774

2nd Notices served 59 18

Cesspools emptied
and cleansed ... e 8 8

Cesspools abolished (i 2 31

Waterclosets con-
structed ... ...

Houses  supplied
with water ... 149 3 13 148 313

ins constructed
p?rzunneetedwith

Bewer ..o .. 1566 1 187 2,286 61 83 2,778
No. of feet of New
Sewers and Branch
Dirains - - | 5,574 | 9,436 | 5,350 | 2,001 | 4,823 27,253
Drains repaired or

trapped, or ob-

structions  re-

moved ... .. 160 146 13 29 30 378
Open Ditches, Ponds,

&e., cleansed ... 3 e | 1,600 ft.
Dust-bins provided 142 110 s 7 140 399
Pig Nuisances re-

moved ... ... ) 7 17 1
Accumulations of

Offal, Manure,

e,y removed ... 19 32 11 a7
Unwholesome and di-

lapidated Houses

cleansed or re-

paired ... .. 143 49 24 17 10 243
Cases investigated

by Magistrates... 1 8 3 12
Compulsory Orders

obtained ... ... 1 8 2 11
Compulsory works

executed ... ... 1 8 11
Works remaining in

abeyance from

VArioUs causes ...

= o
°
o

o

14 5 140 165

= |

a7

104

{1 |







