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REPORT,
1867.

To the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

(GENTLEMEN,

We have the honor to present for your consideration
our 12th annual report.

The past year was happily not marked by any of those
exceptional circumstances which characterized the previous
one, but notwithstanding there was less necessity for the
adoption of such extraordinary measures of precaution as
were taken on the appearance of cholera in 1866, the ordi-
nary sanitary requirements of the several sub-districts
received, it is shewn, during 1867, more than their usual
attention, and the consequence, we are pleased to report,
has been a considerable fall in the death-rate, and an
improved condition of the public health of the entire
District. |

We have the honor to be,
(FENTLEMEN,
Your very obedient Servants,

The Medical Officers of Health of the
Wandsworth Distriet.



HEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITION OF THE
ENTIRE DISTRICT.

A greatly improved condition in the health of this Dis-
trict, as indicated by a much reduced death-rate, a high
birth-rate, and by a general diminution of all the principal
diseases of the epidemic class, characterized the year 1867,
This will be fully shewn by an examination of the tables
embodied in the local summaries, and of those annexed by
way of Appendix to this report, in which will be found
recorded all the statistical information necessary for illus-

trating the condition of each sub-district, as well as that
of the entire District.

The total number of deaths in the District during the
past year was 1,937—944 of males, and 993 of females.
The total number of births was 3,614—1,858 of males and
1,756 of females.

The rate of mortality during the same period was 2234
per 1000 persons living. That of the year 1866 was 2497
per 1000. This calculation is based on the assumption
that the population increased during the past year in the
same ratio as it is found to have done between the census
of 1851 and that of 1861.

According to a similar calculation the birth-rate was
4168 per 1000, and the rate of natural increase 19°34 per
1000 of the entire population. -
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The other most noteworthy facts disclosed by the tabie
of mortality (No. 1 Appendix) are—

1. That the deaths of infants under 1 year amounted to
571, which is within 49 of one half of the entire mortality

at all ages.

9. That the aggregate mortality of infants under 1 year,
of children from 1 to 10 years, and of young persons from
10 to 20 years, was 981, which is 25 above one half of the
total number of deaths registered in the year.

3. That, of old age, without the registration of any
specific disease as the cause of death, there died during
the year 125 persons ; that 302 other persons between 60
and 80, and 25 between 80 and 100 years, also died from
duly certified disease; that in the aggregate as many as
452 died within the District at advanced periods of life,
i. e., between 60 and 100 years of age; and that three or
four of the oldest persons registered had at the time of

death reached the great age of 95 years.

4 That of the deaths enumerated in the table under
the four headings of social position, there occurred amongst
the labouring classes 1,184 and amongst the three classes
above them in the social scale, 753, thus giving a majority
to the former over the latter of 431 deaths.

5. That the number of deaths (36) of the nobility and
gentry, compared with the number that occurred of the
three other classes collectively, (1,901) is strikingly small,
and clearly indicates to what portions of the District the

efforts of the sanitarian should be principally directed.
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Zymotic Diseases—In 1866 the numerical preponderance
of deaths due to Zymotic diseases was the worst feature
of both the local and general tables of mortality. The
deaths resulting from seven of the principal maladies of
this class amounted, in that year, to no less than 453.
In the past year, however, only 242 deaths due to the
same diseases were registered in the entire District, which
is very considerably less than one half the number regis-
tered in the previous year, and instead of forming 21°3 per
cent of the total deaths, did not exceed 124 per cent.

It is also gratifying to be able to record the fact, that
with the one exception of Erysipelas, which contributes
4 deaths to the register of 1867, there is not a single
disease of the Zymotic class having a place in the mortality
table, but exhibits a lower death-rate in the past year than
in that of the previous one, and in some instances to a very
considerable amount. For example, the deaths from Small-
pox fell in the two years from 34 to 24 ; Measles from 102
to 18 : Scarlatina from 49 to 32; Diphtheria from 22 to
8 ; Whooping cough from 78 to 41; and Fever from 61
to 41. It is a little singular, however, that the deaths
from Diarrheea in the past year were within 2 of the num-
ber registered in the previous year— the cholera year of
1866—the figures in the two tables shewing respectively
69 and 71 deaths.

From actual Cholera and Choleraic Diarrhcea, there is,
as might be expected, a considerable fall in the mortality
in favour of the past year, the numbers being respectively
36 in 1866. against 5 in 1867,

Sanitation of the Year—From the singular persistency
and fatality of Diarrhcea in some of the more populous
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parts of the District, it may be fairly assumed that the
more virulent form of this epidemic may again, at any time,

invade us, if a breach could be found or made by the
enemy in any of our sanitary defences.

To strengthen these defences by every possible means
should be our constant aim, and it is with much satisfac-
tion, therefore, that we refer to those portions of this
report which speak encouragingly of the exertions that
have been made during the past year to improve and to
perfect the main sewerage of the entire Distriet.

Efficient sewerage is very properly held to be the basis
of all wise sanitation, and it is therefore with no small
degree of satisfaction that we are enabled to point to the
fact of so large an amount as 148,042 feet of this necessary
work having been completed during the past year, and to
3,383 connexions, within the same period, being effected
with the main culverts, This of itself is a large amount
of work to accomplish in a single year, but when the entire
length of main drainage that has been constructed in this
District during the 12 years of the operation of the Metro-
polis Local Management Act is taken into consideration,
few, it is thought, will be found to contend that the carry-
ing out of this great and enduring work is one that can
possibly fail, when fully completed, to present a barrier
against the inroads of much disease, especially that of the
Zymotic class.

Connected with this subject is one which it appears
exceedingly desirable should receive immediate attention.
We refer to the evil which has been pointed out in the Jast
and preceding reports, as arising from the escape of the
gases from the ventilating gratings of the main sewers,
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to the danger of every one living near, and, in certain con-
ditions of the sewer, of those having occasion to pass by or
over them. There is a generally expressed complaint that
cess-pools have been abolished by the authorities in situa~
tions where there could arise little or no nuisance from
their continuance, and are now placed in another and a
worse form in the public thoroughfares, and in close proxi-
mity to dwellings, where there is no escaping their baneful
influences, There can be no doubt that the efficiency of
the main drainage is greatly marred by this intrinsic
defect. It is earnestly hoped, therefore, that the subject
will meet with the consideration which its great importance
demands.

Referring to other portions of the Table of Sanitary
Operations (No. VI. Appendix,) it is a source of considera-
ble satisfaction to note the large number of nuisances, of
various kinds, that have been got rid of in the several sub-

districts. The number of houses and premises inspected
has also been large.

Very little short of 1,000 mnotices appear to have
been served to remove or abate nuisances, as many as
48,790 feet of open ditches, ponds, &e., have been cleansed,
and some 4,000 operations of a sanitary character have
been carried into practical effect during the year. That
magisterial interference has been necessitated in 10 cases
only, is also satisfactory, the more so as, by a comparison
of Table VI. in the Appendix of the present report with
that of the previous year, it is shewn that a less number
of cases by 27 were litigated in 1867 than were so dealt
with in the preceding year.

Sanitary Legislation.—Attention may be advantageously
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directed to some recently projected sanitary legislation,
having a very important bearing upon the public health.
The important Bill of Mr. Tite, having reference to the
better management of metropolitan buildings, &e., i1s by
no means so perfect a measure as could be desired. Its
main object appears to be to protect the rights of property,
but while it does this, it leaves quite untouched many of
those ill-considered and badly working provisions of exist-
ing Acts, which all sanitarians and local authorities are
agreed stand much in need of amendment.

Another important measure, and one worthy of every
consideration is that of Mr. Torrens, the object of which is
to enable local authorities to purchase or pull down un-
healthy dwellings, and to erect others fit for habitation.
This Bill has recently passed the House of Commons, and
has since been referred to a Committee of the House of
Lords.* There has also been recently printed a Bill to give
increased powers to local anthorities to deal with the adul-
terations of food, &e., a measure of the highest importance,
proposing as it does great amendments of the existing
Acts upon the subject.

The Act to amend the laws relating to Vaceination, and
the Workshops and Factories Regulation Act, limiting the
hours of labour of women and children, are both in opera-
tion, but as yet so indifferently carried out in many loca-
lities as to render them all but useless for the purposes for

* Since this Report was written, the measure of Mr. Torrens has become law. Mr,
Torrens, speaking of the new Act, says ** a competent surveyor is to be required to say
whether the dwelling is capable of being made wholesome by any and by what repairs
or whether it must be pulled down aud rebuilt. In either case the owner of the property
is to have the option of doing the necessary work. If he declines, the vestry in the
metropolis (or the corporation elsewhere) is empowered and directed to have the re-
pairing or re-building properly done ; and, in case of neglect or delay, appeal may be
made by the ratepayers to the Secretary of State.”

There are other provisions of the highest importance in a sanitary point of view, which
renders the Act of great value. Great respousibilities are also thrown upon Medical
Officers of Health by this measure.
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which they were designed. The first of these Acts needs
the vigorous interference of the authorities in respect to
its penal clauses, to render it of the least use as a correc-
tive of the growing indifference to vaccination, especially
amongst the poor.

We cannot conclude this portion of our report without
once more calling attention to the overcrowding of the
dwellings of the poor, and to the necessity which is daily
becoming more obvious, of providing against this increas-
ing evil. The great sanitary problem of the day is—How
are cheap and wholesome dwellings for the labouring
population to be supplied in sufficient numbers to meet
the demand ? Towards the solution of this question it is
submitted, that public opinion should be, in some way,
influenced to obtain a repeal of the oppressive law of set-
tlement, or to extend the area of its operation. The cottage
market will then be as freely open to the influence of the
commercial law of supply and demand as any other, and
proper house accommodation for the poor and industrious
classes, it is believed, would be thus very readily secured
throughout the country.

It may here be remarked that the water supply of the
district remains in a most unsatisfactory state. The con-
stant service arrangement, so long promised and looked
for, appears to be as far off as ever, and it is predicted that
so long as this system is withheld from the public, so long
will many of the epidemic class of diseases set the science
and the skill of the sanitarian at defiance.

For the individual opinions of the medical officers ot
health on other topics of interest bearing upon the public
health, the reader is referred to the local summaries which
follow.









WANDSWORTH.

The following vital statistics, derived from an analysis
of the Register of deaths and of the parochial remrds of
sickness and mortality, reveal the ing fact that the
health of this Sub-district during tﬁmpa.st year underwent
a very marked improvement.

Death-rate, &c—The total deaths which were registered
as having occurred in this parish during the year 1867,
numbered 332, 154 were of males, and 178 of females.
74 occurred in the following publm institutions ; viz., 46
in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum; 17 in the Hﬂa ital
for Incurables; 2 in the House of Correction; 2 in St.
Peter's Hos 1tal 3 in the Royal Patriotic Aa lum for
Girls; 2 in the Royal Patriotic Aaylum for Boys; and 2
in the Boys Reformato 19 deaths of Wandawnrth
Pa.nshmnera took place in the e Union Workhouse, Battersea.
The deaths in these institutions are recorded sepa.ra.tely in
order to show the amount of disturbing influence which
some of them exert upon the determination of the death-
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rate, in consequence of their inmates (as of the Surrey
County Lunatic Asylum, the Hospital for Incurables, and
St. Peter's Hospital) being derived from without the Sub-
district, undergoing no natural increase, and being subject
to a high mortality. The 19 deaths which oceurred in the
Workhouse also do not appear upon the Wandsworth
Register of deaths. For these reasons the death register
taken alone cannot be adopted as a trustworthy datum
for the calculation of the natural death-rate of this Sub-
district ; which, therefore is, as hitherto, deduced from the
total deaths which have occurred and an estimated popu-
lation, due correction having been made for deaths in
public institutions after the manner described in previous
reports, and the population being estimated upon the as-
sumption that it has inereased since the period of the last
census, in the same ratio as it had done during the pre-
ceding ten years. Thus calculated, the death-rate for the
past year was 1849 per 1000 persons living, which is
nearly 2 per 1000 less than the average of the past ten
years corrected for increase of population.

Birth-rate. Rate of natural increase.—The births re-
gistered during the year were 588 in number — 276 of
males, and 312 of females. Calculated upon the above-
mentioned estimate of the population, the birth-rate and
the rate of natural increase- were unusually high, the
former having been 38 and the latter 19°5 per 1000 persons
living of all ages. This great and sudden augmentation
in the birth-rate would appear to indicate a great accession
to the population by immigration ; and such inference is
supported by the fact that not less than 330 houses were
built during the year.

Causes of Death—The following table contains a sum-
mary of all the causes of death arranged in accordance
with the classification of the Registrar-General, showing
the sex, social position, and age at death at different
periods, and particularizing the several diseases of the
Zymotic class. '

&
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A reference to the foregoing table shows that diseases
of the Tubercular class (which includes Scrofula and Con-
sumption) assumed the highest position in the causation of
mortality of the past year, forming 15 per cent. of all
deaths. Next in rank and of equal fatality were diseases
of the Organs of Respiration and diseases of the Zymotic
class (Epigzgtic, Contagious), forming nearly 14 per cent.,
the latter class being much below the average. Con-
sumption was, as usual, the most fatal single disease,
causing upwards of 8 per cent. of all deaths. The un-
usually large amount of upwards of 9 per cent. of the
whole mortality is recorded as having resulted from old
age. The other classes do not present any variation from

the average requiring comment.

Age at Death—Upwards of 21 per cent. of all deaths
took place under 1 year, 34 per cent. under 5 years, and
40 per cent. under 20 years of age. An unusually large
number of deaths took place at the other extreme of ]ifge,
92 having occurred above 60 years, and 37 above 75 years
of age. %‘he ages of these latter were as follows ;—three
exceeded 76, eight 77, four 78, seven 79, one 80, one 81,
three 82, four 84, two 86, one 87, one 89, one 91, and one
exceeded 95 years. Those who attained the age of 80 and
upwards were, with two exceptions, females,

Social position—75 per cent. of all deaths, and 84 per
cent. of deaths from Epidemic diseases, occurred amongst
the labouring classes.

Inquests, &c.—16 inquests were held during the year.
There were 13 deaths from violence, 12 of which were
accidental and 1 suicidal. The cause of death was not
certified by medical testimony in 9 instances. The ne-
cessity which exists for an investigation in all cases of un-
ceriified death cannot, as has been often reiterated in these
reports, be too strongly insisted on. (See observations in
report for 1865).

Prevalence and Fatality of Epidemic Diseases—The
following table exhibits the deaths which have resulted

from the principal Epidemic diseases during the past and
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10 preceding years, and the relation which they bore to

the deaths from all causes.
B | 4 [w v |25 |38 [sEds
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It is important in this respect especially, that so closel
do the vanations in the general death-rate correspond witﬁ

the fluctuations in the mortality from Epidemie disease,
that the latter may be generally accepted as the exponent
of the former. A reference to the table shows that the
mortality from Epidemic diseases during the past year was
upwards of one-third less than the average of the pre-
ceding ten years,

Small-pox prevailed during the first six months, and
Scarlatina during the latter six months in the year ; both,
however, to a slight extent. Whooping Cough was also
slightly prevalent, chiefly irt the first and third quarters of
the year. Diarrheea and Fever were present, as usual,
more or less during the whole year ; and the former was
the most prevalent of any of these diseases.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Parochial Poor.—
The nature and amount of sickness, with its fatal results,
which came under treatment amongst the parochial poor
during the vear, is shown in Table 5, in the Appendix.

B
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The amount and fatality of general sickness was slightly
higher than the average, but the amount of Epidemic dis-
eases was much less, while the fatality from them was up-
wards of one-third less than the average; these diseases
during the past year having numbered 247 with 5 deaths,
while the average of the past 10 years was represented by
309 cases and 10 deaths.

Sanitary Proceedings—A summary of the principal
sanitary proceedings carried out during the year, is con-
tained in Table 6, in the Appendix. In addition to these,
all the slanghter-houses and cow-houses in the parish, 33
in number, were as usual examined and specially reported
on, previous to the renewal of their owners’ licenses. The
bake-houses also, 22 In number, were examined and re-
ported on as possessing the sanitary conditions required
oy the Act of Parliament. Attention was directed in
June last, to the circumstances of a grave nuisance, with
resulting injury to health, arisin%/[ﬁtimn the non-interment
of a corpse lying at a house in va street, and which
forcibly illustrated the great necessity which exists, as T
have repeatedly pointed out in these reports, and of which
the late Cholera Epidemic presented ample confirmation,
for a public Mortuary in this parish. (See Annual Report
for, 1859.)

Repeated complaints have been made, and very justly
80, by inhabitants of the town, of the very serious nuisance
arising from the sewer gases which escape from the ven-
tilating gratings of the main sewers. As I have pointed
out in my last and preceding Annual Reports, a sufficient
and continuons flow of water is what i1s most needed for
the prevention of the evil, and which would reduce the
necessity for ventilation to a minimum, not only by a
more rapid removal of the sewage, but by the absorption
of gases and the prevention of decomposition. For it is
evident that water, being the vehicle which has taken the
place of the horse and cart of the old system, forms the
most important element in the present system of sewerage,
and, to be efficient in the performance of the work assigned
~to it, must be of a mlﬂ?cient quantity for the purpose.
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That the present supply of water is insufficient, is shewn by
the fact that the nuisance complained of is test at
night, that is, just when the least amount oﬁa&ter is
entering the sewers.

Moreover, the necessity for ventilation of the sewers and
the difficulty of effecting such without nuisance, being ad-
mitted, there can be no reason, in a town like this, why
the position of these gratings should not have been so
placed as to avoid the very close lpmximity to houses which
many of them now possess. Altogether this is a subject

uiring the most earnest consideration of the Board, and
indeed of the other Metropolitan Boards, for unless some
remedy be soon forthcoming, the occurrence of some epide-
mic cannot but be apprehended.

The continued pollution of the River Wandle in various
ways, is also a subject requiring attention.

GEORGE EDWARD NICHOLAS, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health for Wandsworth.

B 2
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CLAPHAM.

The following is the usual table with which, for a num-
ber of years past, I have commenced my annual report.
It exhibits, besides the number of births and deaths, the
excess of the one over the other, as well as the number of

marriages that have been solemnized during each year,
from 1856 to 1867 inclusive.

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS.

YEARS 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1869 | 1860 | 1861 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 | 1865 | 1866 | 1867

Marviages | 154 | 151 | 150 | 156 | 183 | 182 | 175 | 181 | 227 | 221 | 810 | 244

Births 6527 | 650 | 533 | 594 | 608 | 624 | 622 | 685 | 640 | TOV| TI1 | T
Deaths 286 | 382] 844 | 828 | 420 | 890 | 843 | 855 | 408 | 393 | 426 | 451

Excess of]
Births over
Deaths ...| 241 220 189 266 179 234 279 230 232 314 284 326

The {)rincipa.l facts to be noted in this table, are the
gradually progressive increase of births during the past 12
years, and the unusual excess of births over deaths in the
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ear under review, In 1856 the number of births was 527,
ut in the past year it was 777, or more by 250 than it
stood at twelve years ago, and nearly 160 above the average
of the previous eleven years. Itis somewhat singular, how-
ever, that the marriages were fewer by 66 in the past
than in the previous year, and can be accounted for only
by the year 1866 being altogether an exceptional one in
is particular. In respect to the deaths, the gradual in-
crease observable in the numbers from year to year, is of
course due to the corresponding increase of the population.

Statistics of Mortality.—The number of deaths regis-
tered in the past year was 451, (males 208, females 243)
the females greatly preponderating, as was the case in the
preceding year.

Of the births, the preponderance is found to be on the
side of the males by as many as 19—the male births
numbering 398, and the female 379.

Taking into account both the natural increase and that
from immigration, the present ]lcmpulatinn of the Sub-dis-
trict may, I think, be very fairly estimated at, in round
numbers, 25,500, [

Believing ‘this to be as nearly correct an estimate as it
is possible to arrive at, I calculate the death rate as slightly
~over 17 per 1000 living. | :

The amount of mortality amongst infants and children,
as well as the sex, age and social position of all the persons
whose deaths have been registered in the Sub-district
within the year 1867, will be readily ascertained by the
usual table which fDllﬂW?.“—- . '

R S - — o rr—— - —
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The number of deaths of infants and children from birth
to 10 years of age, it will be seen, was 175, which is a
favorable rate compared with that of the preceding year,
when it was 201,

The deaths due to Zymotic diseases at all ages, and
amongst all classes, were 62, which is a less number by
34 than in the preceding year.

It is satisfuctory also to find so many persons living
beyond the natural :ige of man, the table showing that as
many as 83, ranging from 70 to 90 years and upwards,
Ellmeumbed to the infirmities and maladies inseparable from
old age.

These facts, it is submitted, show incontestibly the high
value of sanitation, and should reconcile us somewhat to
the heavy expenses incurred in the attainment of so grati-
fying a status amongst the parishes included in the
Wandsworth district as that now held by Clapham.

Zymotic Diseases.—The comprehensive table which
follows exhibits the comparative number of deaths from
the seven principal Zymotic diseases in 12 years, from 1856
to 1867, inclusive.

YEans, 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1860 | 1861 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 lﬂﬁﬁ 1866 | 1867
Swall-pox.| 1 0 1 9 6 6 ¥ |l 3 pajbred) 7
Measles ...| 14 2 | 14 2 | 20 0| 6 | 24| 12 AR 8
Scarlatina.| 9 8| 25| 26 |'24 | ‘22 | 18| 28 |11 | 11 6 | 5
Diphtheria] 0 | 0 | 0. | 0 o | 18 3 T e
Whooping-

o o T ¢ |21 | 14 { 14 o | 10”7 as™ ik 7
Typhus ...| 4 TP § Q5 B 5 8 FOpIa4 VY 38 | 10
Diarrheea | 4 | 27 | 16 | 11 5 | 16 1 % | e 1Y aL
Torats ...| 86 | 67 | 80 | 66 | 91. | 76 | 52| o5 | €3 | 75 | 86 | 56

~* The 17 deaths recorded in 1866, comprehend the 4 deaths from Cholera that took place

during that year.
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With reference to the first disease named in the table,
it may be remarked that the deaths due to that malady
were three less than in 1866, though at the same time it
cannot be contended, that with all the facilities afforded to
the public for vaccination, a mortality of 7 from Small-pox
is a slight one, or one which at all justifies us in relaxing
in our endeavours to still further reduce such mortality.

Of the 777 infants born in the parish in 1867, the parents
of 272 only had recourse to public vaccination for the pro-
tection of their children.

It is true as many as 302 persons of all ages were vac-
cinated by me as the public vaccinator, but of these 30
were re-vaecinations. It is a noteworthy fact, also, that 35
of the number above stated were primary vaccinations of
members of families whose ages ranged from 2 to 40 years,
and who, for the most part, appeared to have been
frightened into a submission to the operation by the
circumstance of having at the time relatives or friends in

close proximity, either dead or dying of small pox.

While such a state of things exists, it is little wonder
that this fearful disease should so repeatedly invade our
densely populated locality. Year after year I have spoken
st.rung{y on this subject, yet the thoughtless and unre-
flecting are, I find, as averse as ever uﬁxey were to take
timely advantage of the means of a.vertinf or of rendering
the disease less fatal, which is to be found in carefully per-
formed vaccination at a proper age.

With regard to the mortality due to the other principal
diseases of the Zymotic class, a glance at the table will
show how very favoured has been this sub-district during

the past year.

The low mortality from fever is also a most gratifying
result of judicious sanitation,

Disease and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—The
table No. 5, Appendix, needs no comment. It shows that 60
deaths took place amongst this class. Of 1,073 cases
treated during the year, this is not an unusual death-rate,
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though if is certainly somewhat greater in proportion to
the number treated in the preceding year. ;

~ Violent and sudden Deaths.—Deaths from Doubtful
causes.—Coroner’s Inquests.—I1t appears that 13 Coroner’s
Inquests took place in 1867. The verdicts returned were,
deaths from accident, 3 ; from suicide, 3 ; from natural
causes, 6 ; found dead (cause of death unknown), 1.

The same irregularities as I have referred to in many of
my previous reports, and as it appears to me in utter defiance
of the provisions of the Registration Act, have been
practiced during the year;and I cannot help thinking
there is no judicial proceeding in this country that needs
reforming so much as that of the Coroner’s Inquisition.

Sanitation of the Year.—Upon this subject I beg to re-
produce a passage from my first contribution to the Annual
Report of the Medical Officers of Health ; and I do this
because it has been most satisfactory to me to find that
nearly every improvement suggested by me more than 12
years ago has either been already realized, or in a fair way

of becoming so.

“A more complete system of tunnel sewerage, more sub-
stantially built, and far more capacious than at present,
appears to be much needed, as is also a system of tubular

pipe drainage for house purposes.

“ Owing to the elevated site of this parish, drainage be-
comes an easy matter. On almost every side there isa
d fall for surface and underground drainage, and I be-
ieve, if these were sufficiently carried out, Clapham might
be rendered one of the most healthy districts of the
Metropolis, as, by such means, we should get rid of that
most revolting abomination, the cesspool system.”

The completion, since the above was written, of about
15 miles of new sewers, at a cost of over £60,000, can have
left, it is hoped, but few cesspools to be dealt with ; and
it is with no small amount of satisfaction that I perceive a
prospect, of their speedy and total abolition.

The table, No. 6, Appendix, further shows, that an unex-
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a.m%ed amount of other sanitary work has been accom-
plished during the year.

In addition to what a Eeam in the table, all the slanghter-
houses, ecowhouses, and bakehouses in the parish have, as
in previous years, undergone the most careful inspection.
It may be stated that some of the proprietors of premises
used for the above named purposes, and requiring to be
licensed, gave a large amount of trouble before complying
with the law; but such obstinacy clearly points to the
necessity of a constant supervision of these pﬁm.

JOHN MAC DONOGH,
Medical Officer of Health for Clapham.



BATTERSEA.

In the fifty-two weeks constituting the year 1867, there
were registered in the Sub-district 870 deaths (439 males,
and 431 females). The births in the same period were
1,734 (913 males and 821 females). The excess of births
over deaths is therefore 864, which is greater by 388 than
it was in the preceding year. It is satisfactory also to
find that the deaths were fewer by 132 than in 1866.

In my last report I assumed upon good authority, that
the population had nearly or quite doubled itself since the
census of 1861, and that it amounted in the year 1866 to
(in round numbers) 39,700. Adding now the natural
increase or the excess of births over deaths for the year
1867, and allowing only an equal number for increase by
immigration, the number of inhabitants must considerably
exceed 41,000, If this be so the mortuary rate must have
been brought down from 25 to something under 21 per
1,000 living.

The following carefully compiled table will furnish, as
usual, the necessary particulars concerning the deaths that
have been registered within the year, and will further
show the social position of the deceased, as well as their
sex and ages at eight periods of life.
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Infant Mortality.—Although it may be very gratifying
to refer to the evidently decreasing mortality of the Sub-
district, it is the very reverse of being so to find that
nearly two-thirds of the deaths registered in 1867 have
been ﬁf infants and young persons, varying in age from
birth to 20 years. Tgm it must be confessed, is a most
melancholy fea.ture of the table, since it discloses the fact
that of the 870 deaths, as many as 292 were of infants
under 1 year, 190 of children from 1 to 5 years, 30 from
5 to 10 years, and 29 of young persons from 10 to 20
years of e This mortality of youth, large as it appears
in the table, is, perhaps, no greater than is found in many
ma,nufa.cturmg localities.

Uncertified Deaths—Another equally sad circumstance
connected with this part of my report is, that as many
as 24 deaths were registered during the year as having
ocecurred (chiefly among the children of the labouring
poor), the causes of which were not certified—that is to
say, were registered on the vague information aftforded
by unprofessional persons, no medical advice having been
sought for or obtained dunng the closing hours ef exist-
ence. Without the coroner’s inquisition, or post mortem
examination, who could say how many of these uncertified
deaths were due or not to other than natural causes ?

Zymotie Diseases.—A somewhat large amount of mor-
tality from this class of diseases occurred during the year,
but I am pleased to state the fact of the deaths due to the
seven principal epidemics having been less by 122 than
the number recorded in the preceding year, when they
amounted to 244, As many as 20 deaths were re istered
in 1866 as having been due to Small-pox, but in the past
year 11 only were recorded. The deaths due to Measles
in the two years will be found to have fallen from 50 to
14 ; Scarlet Fever from 26 to 18 ; Whooping-cough from 51
to 19 and Fever from 30 to 19. There 1s also a consider-
able reduction in the mortality from Diphtheria and
Choleraic disease.

Other Diseases.—The mortality due to the Tubercular
class of diseases has always been large in this Sub-district,
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and necessarily so in a manufacturing suburb like Battersea,
where the negleet of children by parents engaged in labour
is most deplorable. Under the above heading in the mor-
tality table there is noted 185 deaths, which is one less
than occurred in the preceding year. Of these 185 deaths
no less than 83 were due to Pulmonary Phthisis. There
is likewise a considerable decrease from the preceding year’s
mortality in the number of those who succumbed to Dis-
eases of the Brain and Nerves, to Heart affections, to mala-
dies connected with the Digestive Organs, and to Violence ;
but the deaths resulting from Premature Birth, Low Vitality,
and Malformation, are more by 29 than the number recorded
under that heading in 1866. The total deaths from all
causes compared with that of 1866, shows, as I have already
observed, a considerable decrease, amounting to as many
as 132 in favour of the past year.

Ages at Death.—1 have already remarked upon the
excessive infant mortality. Amongst persons of advanced
life the numbers of deaths under various ages do not exhi-
bit any remarkable disparity, but the number dying of old
age is less by 11 than that recorded in the table of my
last report. Of those who at the time of death were
labouring under some form of disease, often associated
with old age, there were two who had reached their 95th
year. There are also to be found on the year’s register
26 between 70 and 80 years of age, 6 between 80 and 90,
and 3 (inclusive of the two at 95) between 90 and 100.

Mortality in the Workhouse and among the Out-door
Union Poor.—Of the total number of deaths (870), 125,
or about a seventh of the whole, were inmates of the work-
house at the time of their decease, 51 only however be-
longed to the parish of Battersea. The remainder of these
workhouse deaths (74) being deducted from the total will,
of course, reduce the mortality proper to the parish to 796,
and consequently make a corresponding difference in the
death-rate per 1000, referred to at the commencement of
wy report. I may here observe that 35 persons died in
the infirmary of the Union at advanced ages, that is to
say, between 70 and 95 years.

The amount of sickness among the out-door Union poor
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during the year, as well as the number of resulting deaths,
will be easily ascertained by a reference to Table V. in
the Appendix. The per centage of deaths to the cases
treated will be found to be by no means large, the propor-
tion they bear to each other being 57 deaths to 2,547
cases.

Violent Deaths—Inquests.—The deaths due to violence
and to other causes than actual disease, were greatly less
than they were in 1866. There were 36 inquests held
during the year, and verdicts were returned as follows :—
Excessive drinking 2 ; accidents from falls, or being crushed
or run over by engines, street carriages, &c., 7 ; acciden-
tally drowned 5; burns and scalds 3 ; suicides 2; man-
slatighter 1; sudden, though natural deaths from disease
11 ; and, found dead, no evidence of cause of death 5.

Sanitation during the Year—The Table VI. in the
Ap};:ndix, indicates much accomplished sanitary work—
work which it is believed will show results, both now and
in the future, highly satisfactory to the inhabitants gene-
rally. The employment of an extra inspector during the
year has been of essential service in effecting the removal
of a great number of nuisances, but, perhaps, the most
satisfactory item in the table is that which refers to the
construction of 26,068 feet of new sewerage. Among 1he
important duties of the inspector of nuisances, one has
been most satisfactorily fulfilled by the seizure of a quan-
tity of fish (159 Ibs.), proved to be unfit for human con-
sumption, besides preventing the sale of other unwhole-
some food.

It was hardly to be expected that the large amount of
sanitation referred to in the table should be accomplished
without some few appeals being made to magisterial
authority ; accordingly, we find that 7 cases of complaint
were investigated at the Distriet Police Court, and that 5
compulsory orders were there obtained. It is satisfactory,
however, to state that, apart from producing the requisite
evidence to secure these orders, it was not necessary to
resort to any very unpleasant means of enforcing the

same.
WM. CONNOR,
Medical Officer of Health of the Sub-district of Battersea.
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STREATHAM,

INCLUDING

TOOTING AND BALHAM.

In reviewing the sani proceedings of the past year,
(1867) as tl:ltleljgf' relate totagis Sub-distgict, the i?rat gnint
that offers itself for congratulatory notice is the difference
in the amount of mortality when compared with that of
the preceding year. The annexed table will show that the
deaths from causes, and amongst all classes, were con-
siderably fewer during the past year than during 1866.

Another fact, and perhaps one of equal importance, is,
that the decrease referred to is almost entirely confined
to the deaths registered as having resulted from the
Zymotie class of ases—from those diseases which 1t is
the especial object of sanitation to deal with, and as far as
it is possible, to lessen the fatality of.

In the table which accompanied my report for 18686,
there will be found recorded as many as 38 deaths registered
as being due to Zymotic maladies, but it is satisfacto
to note that in the present table there appears but 13,
which is 25 less than the number dying of these diseases

in the preceding year.

The total deaths registered within the 52 weeks of 1867
being 156, and the total births 308, it follows that the
excess of the latter over the former (152) will correctly
represent the year’s natural increase of population ; but
what the increase by the influx of new residents may have
been in the same period, it is not so easy to determine.
From the building operations incessantly going on in the
Sub-district, there are however good grounds for believing
there is a two-fold greater increase, within a given period,
from immigration than from that derived from the excess
of births over deaths. Under any circumstances the
increase has been such during the past year, and since my
last report was rendered, as to quite justify the assumption
that the death rate does not, nor cannot, greatly exceed, if
it even reaches, 14 per 1000 living at the present time.
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Comparative Mortality, from Zymotic and other Dis-
eases.—With the exception of the deaths registered as

~having been due to diseases of the respiratory ur%'a.ns
: (whicﬁ were less by 15 than in 1866), there is nothin

particular in that portion of the table relating to the
mortality from diseases not Zymotie, requiring to be com-
mented upon. Under some of the headings, when compared
with those in the table of 1866, there is found a shght
increase of deaths ; but again, under others, the numbers
are slightly less than in the preceding year, so that the
balance is pretty well preserved in respect to the total
number.  Precisely the same number of persons succumbed

during the past year to Pulmonary Phthisis as in the
preceding one, viz., 16.

Of the deaths due to the seven principal Zymotic
diseases, the greatest decrease is observable under the
heading Whooping Cough, the mortality from which, from
7 cases in 1866, fell to none in the past year’s record. The
deaths from Small-pox were 2 in the past, against only 1
in the preceding, year. To Fever, Measles, and Diarrheea,
fewer persons have succumbed than in 1866, and no deaths
in the past year were registered from Diphtheria. This is
altogether very satisfactory.

Violent deaths.—The deaths from violence, including
those from accident, negligence, and from suicide, were 11,
upon all of which Coroner’s Inquests were of course held.
The accidental burning of four adult male persons, from
the taking fire of a house at Tooting, was an appalling
circumstance, and scarcely less distressing were the suicides
of two persons, the one by hanging, and the other by
drowning, while in an unsound state of mind. Besides
these, two male persons were accidentally crushed to death
by carriages on the railway, and another by a large quan-
tity of hay falling on the person, and causing suffocation.
A 'lad aged 12 also died from hanging by misadventure.
There were likewise four inquests held on the remains
of persons dying suddenly, though evidence was subse-
quently adduced showing that the cause of death in each

instance was perfectly natural.
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Ages at death. — There appears to have been about
the average number of deaths of aged people, viz. :— 44
from 60 to 80, and 12 from 80 years and upwards, the
oldest being 90. In the last year's table the numbers
under these ages were respectively 43 and 11, and the
oldest. person (ifing had reached her 100th year. Of the
number of aged people dying during the past year, 12 are
certified as having succumbed to nat decay without
the intervention of any specific disease.

Concerning the mortality which befell the infantine and
youthful portion of the population in 1867, it is most
satisfactory to be able to report that the deaths between
birth and 10 years of age were 18 less than in the preced-
ing year, or in the proportion of 47 to 65.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—The
Union Medical Officers appear to have had under treatment
during the year, as ascertained from the Medical -Relief
Books, 263 cases of sickness, accident, &c., with the result
of only 19 deaths. This is a small percentage, and speaks
well for the salubrity of the Sub-district, so fgar as the poor
are concerned,

The worst feature of the table (No. V., Appendix,) is,
that as many as 19 cases of Small-pox were treated in this
Sub-district, amongst the Union poor, and resulted in two
deaths. The new enactment relating to vaccination will,
it is hoped, render the recurrence of so many cases of small
pox all but impossible.

Social Position of the Deceased Persons.—Of the four
classes of persons noted in the mortality table, that of the
labouring population has contributed to the register, as
usual, by far the greatest number of deaths, compared
singly, with any of the other three classes. But it is satis-
factory to find that 74 only of the industrial poor succumbed
in the last year, against 86 in the previous year: and it is
equally satisfactory to be able to state, that there were
less deaths by 2 amongst the labouring class (including
the union poor), than took place, amongst the three classes
above them, collectively.

c 2
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Sanitation during the Year.—Another source of gratifi-
cation is derived from the proofs that are daily manifesting
themselves of the value of good sewerage. It will be seen,
by a reference to the column relating to the sanitary works
completed in this Sub-district (Table VI., Appendix) that
54,037 feet of new sewers have been constructed, ensuring
to localities previously but ill supplied with drainage, the
means of getting rid of much that was formerly permitted
to stagnate in cesspools and open ditches, to the great de-
triment of the public health. Besides the various inspection
and the removal of a great many complained of nuisances,
(the number and description of which are specified in the
Table,) the usual report, with a view to a renewal of
licenses, was made on the condition of all the cow-houses
and slaughter-houses within the Sub-district, and 1 am
pleased to state that but little complaint could be urged
against the manner in which the provisions of the Acts of
Parliament regulating these places had been complied
with.

Finally, I can assert with confidence that every effort is
still being made by the local executive officers to sustain,
and to add to, the important sanitary operations that have
been carried out under the authority of the District Board
of Works in this improving locality.

D. C. NOEL, .

Medical Officer of Health for
Streatham, Tooting, and Balham.



37

PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON.

Or the several duties attached to the position of a Medical
Officer of Health, that of periodically reporting on the
hygienic resources, &c., of his locality, is one of the most
important ; and it may be remarked that the investigation
necessary for the due fulfilment of this duty, will gene-
rally ‘acquire an additional interest, when in the results
disclosed there is found— as it is hoped is the case in this
report—some evidence of real and unmistakable progress.

The year 1867, unlike that of the preceding one, happily
passed over without the occurrence of any serious epidemic,
and, moreover, did not necessitate the adoption of any
special or extraordinary measures of precaution. It will
be quite unnecessary, therefore, to occupy so much space
as 1n some former reports, in commenting upon the sanitary
experiences and events of the period. The statistics embo-
died in the appended tables may indeed, to a greater
extent than usual, be suffered to speak for themselves, and
if duly compared with those in previous reports, will, it is
believed, alone afford no slight evidence of the steady
advancement that is being made in this Sub-district in
everything that is calculated to promote both the social
interests and the sanitary welfare pf its inhabitants,

Increase of Population—Death-rate— Birth-rate. — The
increase of population, calculated upon a due consideration
of the excess of births over deaths, and especially of that
addition which may be fairly attributed to immigration,
is found to be much greater in 1867 than during any
similar period within the past 12 years.
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Although the estimate that was made in 1866 has not
been very materially enlarged by the natural increase of
the past year (the excess of births over deaths being 79
only), there are good grounds for believing that in the
interval the increase by immigration has been unusually
great, so that it is scarcely possible to arrive at any other
conclusion than that a death-rate considerably under 17
per 1000, is still being maintained in this improving
parish. It should be stated that the above is given as an
approximate estimate only, since it is out of the power of
any one, until the results of another census are known, to
make any really accurate caleulation upon this point, or
one that would not be open to considerable objection on
the score of unreliable information. Looking, however, at
the large number of new dwellings that have been very
recently erected, and to the circumstance of the majority
of them being taken possession of by strangers almost
as soon as completed, it is believed, if there be any error
in the above estimate, it is certainly not one on the side
of exaggeration.®

Statistics of Mortality.—The following table is the usual
one employed in these reports by which to show the num-
her of deaths that have occurred in the Sub-district durin
the year, as well as the diseases and other causes to whicﬁ
such deaths were certified as being due. From this table may
also be gathered the sex, ages, and social positions of the
deceased persons, and an amount of other information it
would be scarcely possible to supply in any other form,
keeping in view the great object of these tabulated statis-
tics, viz.—the affording of facilities for a yearly compa-
rison of results.

* The surveyor, in a recent return, communicates the fact of there having been,
during the year just ended 125 notices received for new dwelling-houses, “ the greater
portion of which,” he adds, “have been erected, and some few are still in progress.”
Giving to each newly erected house, the average number of inmates, (5°75), it follows
that the population must have been somewhat largely increased by the influx of new
residents during the past year.
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Apart from a consideration of the mortality from zymotic
diseases, which will form the subject of another section of
this report, the most noteworthy points in the above table
are \—

1. A slight increase in the total number of deaths from
all causes (128), compared with that of the preceding year
(121) —a by no means dis?mpnrt.inna,ta one, however, seeing
how great been the increase of population since the
last report was submitted.

2. A very small excess in the number of deaths of
females over those of males, the proportion being 66 of the
former to 62 of the latter.

3. An increase of 4 inthe mortality due to Tubercular
Disease, to which Pulmonary Phthisis contributes no fewer
than 16 deaths of the 21 registered during the past year
under that heading.

4. A somewhat considerable increase in the number of
deaths under the heading, * Premature Birth, Low Vitality,

and Malformation,” but a decrease almost as considerable
under that of * Violence.”*

The number of coroner’s inquests in this Sub-district
during the year was 4. Of these 2 were accidental ; 1
suicide, and 1 natural, though sudden, from “ Pulmonary
Apoplexy.”

5. A very satisfactory decrease of mortality amongst
the labouring classes compared with that registered of the

e — e e e,

* Amongst the deaths registered as having occurred from “ Low Vitality,” there are
mentioned those of 4 infants who do pot appear to have received any medical
attendance, and the causes of whose deaths are, therefore, uncertified. This is a fault
of the Registration Act strongly calling for amendment, for reasons that have been
often commented upon in these reports. It is not insinuated that in any one of the
above cases there was even a suspicion of wrong-doing, but looking at the increase of
infanticide, it is suggested that the law might be made much more stringent than
it is in insuring an inquest in every case of uncertified death.
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three classes above them. The proportion in 1866 was 70
deaths of the labouring classes to 51 of three classes above
them, but in the past year the numbers were nearly equal,
viz., 65 of the former to 63 of the latter.

6. A large increase (comparing the numbers in the
tables of the past and previous years, which are respectively
63 and 49) in the mortality of infants, and of children and
young persons dying between the ages of 1 and 20 years,

7. A number exactly equal in the two years, (6), of
persons dying at advanced ages, that is to say, at 80 years
and upwards, (the oldest 95), an increase of 8 between 20
and 40, and a decrease of 12 and 2 respectively, in the
number dying between 40 and 60, and between 60 and 80
years.

Prevalence and Fatality of Zymotic Diseases.—The fol-
lowing table exhibits the relative prnPnrtiﬂn and per
centage of deaths due to the seven principal epidemics to
deaths from all causes, in the past and 10 previous years.
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g é Efsz E EE 3
28 | 432, |ssEf
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YEARS. E% 3%E gbsrfn‘g
5| 3iad |Gz g
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1857 88 7 79
1858 118 20 169
1859 119 26 218
1860 86 3 34
1861 124 91 169
1862 107 13 121
1863 120 29 994
1864 121 1 90
1865 115 11 95
1866 121 16 182
1867 128 20 156

Although 4 more deaths, it will be seen, took place from
Zymotic diseases in 1867 than in 1866, a reference to the
general table of mortality will show that this increase is
more than accounted for by an unusual number of children
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dying during the year of Whooping-cough. The Registrar
General remarks in his annual report that, “ Whooping-
cough carried off many children all over London.” In the
entire Wandsworth district this disease appears to have
been fatal during the past year in 43 cases, 9 of which
were registered in this sub-district. The cause of this
unusual fatality was doubtless the variable temperature
which marked many of the months of 1867, during which
the disease prevailed, and which was known to have led,
in numerous instances, to the supervention of Pneumonia
and other lung affections of a dangerous and fatal charac-
ter. It may be remarked that but one death due to
Whooping-cough took place in the Sub district in 1866,
The average numher of deaths from this disease for 12
years is 2 only, so that the 9 deaths in the past yearis a
strikingly disproportionate number.

Small Pox and Vaccination—Of 207 infants born in
the parish in 1867, the public vaccination of 116 appears
to have been accomplished and duly registered in that
year. Hitherto it has not been possible to determine the
number of vaccinations performed by the private practi-
tioners of the Sub-district, since scarcely one of them have
ever furnished the required certificates ensuring the due.
registration of their successful cases. Thenew Vaccination
Act, which came into operation on the 1st January of the
present year (1868), will doubtless furnish, before its close,
same accurate information upon which to judge of the
necessity or otherwise of a still further amendment of the
laws relating to this most important question. It cannot
be said that the new measure has any claims to be consi-
dered a perfect one, nor is it one likely to ensure results
that shall be entirely satisfactory to either the medical
profession or the public. It is a step, however, in the
richt direction, inasmuch as it must have the effect of
causing a more general resort to vaccination than has
hitherto been the practice. The registration of every
successful case of vaccination is, by the provisions of the
new Act, supposed to be thoroughly secured ; for whether
the operation has been performed by a private practitioner
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or a public vaccinator, it is enacted that a certificate
shall be given and that such certificate shall be forwarded
to the registrar of the district in which the child’s birth
had been previously registered. If the vaccination has
been performed by a public vaccinator, the Act enjoins
that that public officer shall himself forward his certificate
to the registrar; on the other hand, if performed by a
private practitioner, such as the parents’ or guardians’
usual medical attendant, the respnnsi%ility is made to rest on
such parent or guardian to execute that duty. As, however,
the certificate can legally be sent to the registrar by post,
unpaid, no difficulty need arise upon this point, indeed it
1s tolerably certain that none will arise if the penal clauses
of the measure are more rigidly enforced than have been
those of former Acts. If they are not enforced it is almost
needless to say the new Act will not only be entirely
useless, but positively mischievous.

Fever, its gradual decline, and diminishing fatality.—
It 1s most satisfactory to find that the Sub-district con-
tinues free from epidemic fever. Nothing, it is believed,
admits of clearer demonstration than that sanitation,
particularly the carrying out of an improved system of
sewerage, has done much to fortify the parish against

invasion by a malady formerly much too prevalent and
fatal.

There have been years in which as many as 40 cases of
Fever of a decided typhoid character have been treated by
the District Medical Officer of the Union, with the result
of from 6 to 8 deaths, but during the past two years, and
since the town portion of the main drainage has been in
full operation in connexion with the great intercepting
sewer, EME‘I:IY a case of this disease amongst the poor has
even required treatment. One death due to Fever, it is
true, is recorded as having taken place amongst the Union
poor in the past year; %)ut this case could be scarcely
viewed as being other than a puerperal fever, supervening,
as 1t did, upon difficult and dangerous parturition. It is
submitted that such persons as persistently declare, and
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refuse to be convinced of the contrary, that drainage has
effected nothing for the real good of the parish, must be
hopelessly prejudiced against all sanitation in this direction,
if they can shut their eyes to such a fact as T have here
ventured to refer to, and am able fully to substantiate by
statistics in my possession.®

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—The
column in the table (No. V., Appendix) relating to the

* That great improvement in the J;mhﬁc health has everywhere followed the
adoption of judicious and well matured sanitation, is a fact that is daily becoming
more patent. By the sceptical on this point, the following may be read with
advantage.

“Ba¥ITaRY Facrs.—Some results of the works of drainage, sewerage, water
supply, and cleansing, which, within the last few years have been accomplished in
various towns in England, may be stated in figures that cannot be too well known.
In Cardiff the monstrous mortality of 83-2 per 1000 per annum has been brought
down to 22-6, and in Newport the ratio of 81'8 per 1,000 has given place to 21-6—
reductions of 32 per cent., or allowing for cholera and dysentery, 23 per cent. In
Salisbury. Croydon, Macclesfield, and Merthyr, the mortality has been reduced by
a fifth. In Ely, the reduction—the saving of life—has amounted to 14 per cent.
per annum ; in Banbury to nearly as much. Dover has only saved 7 per cent.,
but its death rate was previously moderate for an unreformed town. In
Leicester, the total reduction is but qsper cent,, but the fatality of typhoid fever
is little more than half what it was. o also the reduction of the general rate of
mortality is not strikingly great at Cheltenham, but its former rate, lﬁl-ie?ar 1,000
was not high ; and its death rate by typhoid fever, only 8 per 10,000 before, has
been reduced below 5 per 10,000, In Bristol the full completion of the works has
been too recent for an estimate of their results, but typhoid fever has lost about a
third of its fatality, and in so large a town important savings of life result from
even small per-cental reductions of mortality. The death rate by typhoid fever has
fallen in Salisbury to a fourth of what it was; in Croydon and Stratford-on-Avon,
to about a third ; in Banbury, Warwick, Ely, Penrith, Macclesfield, Ashby-de-la-
Zouch, about half. The improvement in the cholera rate at each successive epidemic
in the towns reported by Dr. Buchanan, from whose report to the medical officer
of the Privy Council these statements are compiled, is equally striking. It is also
shown that the drying of the soil, which has in most cases accompanied the laying
of main sewers in the improved towns, appears to have led to the diminution of the
mortality from consumption—a diminution approaching 50 per cent. in Salisbury
and Ely; exceeding 40 per cent. in Rugby and Banbury; amounting to about a
third in Worthing, Leicester, Newport and Macclesfield, a fourth in Cheltenham, a
fifth at Dover and Warwick, a sixth at Bristol. Cardiff and Croydon, a tenth at
Merthyr. Only one-fifth of the towns here reported on have appointed a medieal
officer of health, and Bristol, with apparent timidity, only recognizes him as a
“ medical inspector ;  but in various towns the medical practitioners have given
their fellow-townsmen valuable unpaid services in the work of stopping the waste
of life. Mr. Simon, in presenting in his report these and similar statements relating
to 25 English towns, with an aggregate population exeeeding 600,000, observes that
medical science could not from the first re these great popular experiments in
the managemeut of the public health as doubtful promise, but to the popular
mind they had to be judged by their actual fruits. The splendid results which
have already been secured may serve not only to confute persons who have
despaired of any great pmveuta.hil'tt{nnf disease, but also to justify in the public
eye, and to encourage n their noble labour, those who for years have been spending
their powers in this good work.”
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Union poor of this Sub-district, needs only to be glanced at
to obtamn strong evidence of the fact that has just been
alluded to, viz., that sanitation is still doing much to lessen
the death-rate amongst the labouring cﬁases. Durin
the year 1866 the Medical Relief Book of this District
of the Union contained a record of 19 deaths of 388 cases
treated. During the past year, 1t appears by the same
record that 14 deaths only of 421 cases treated, occurred
amongst the out-door poor belonging to this parish.
It hardly admits of a doubt, then, that we are beginning
to reap mno slight advantages from efficient sewerage, and
other sanitary measures carried out and sustained in
neighbourhoods inhabited by the indigent classes. Could
overcrowding in such localities be more effectually prevented
than it is at present, there is much reason to believe that
even this low death-rate might, in a short time, be still
further reduced.

Summary of Sanitary proceedings during the year.—
Although it may seem scarcely necessary to offer a single
comment on that portion of the general table, (No. VI,
Appendix,) which exhibits so perspicuously the amount
anrf character of the sanitary work accomplished in this
Sub-district during 1867,it may not be out of place to
make a passing remark upon the almost incredible extent
of main and branch drainage that has been constructed
within the past 8 or 9 years, with such great advantage
to the parish. Putting together the figures annually
furnished by the Surveyor, from no further back than
1860, 1t appears that no less than 59,422 feet of new
sewers and drains of various dimensions are in full operation
within the parish at the present time. There were, it is
believed, a considerable number of feet of new drain
executed before the year 1860, but since then it is caleu-
lated that an amount of this necessary and valuable work
has been completed equal in extent to rather more than 11}
miles ! Nothing, it is believed, could be more satisfactory
than the manner in which the extensive works referred to,
have been throughout executed by the several contractors
engaged. Down to the present time the utmost diligence,
compatible with good workmanship and stability of con-
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struction, has been used to bring the whole system of
sewerage in this Sub-district into practical operation.

The only drawback, and it is confessedly a very serious
one, to the thorough efficiency of this great undertaking,
is the difficulty, (not however confined to this district, but
appearing to be very generally deplored wherever works
0? this kind have been carried out) of obtaining the venti-
lation of the sewers without the necessity of placing the
gratings, &c., for the escape of the generated gases, in the
most frequented and exposed parts of the public thorough-
fares and streets. Though difficult of remedy, it is hoped
that science and engineering skill will not be long in
devising something towards the abatement at least of this
acknowledged evil.

With regard to the recent Act for regulating the hours
of labour uﬁﬂmm and children in factories and workshops,
which is just now exciting considerable notice, it is to be
greatly apprehended that the condition of those whom the
measure was intended to benefit will be but very slightly
improved, unless some more effective machinery than that
now employed for working its provisions, can be adopted.
“ In the regulation of their hours of labour,” remarks a
public writer upon this subject, * they (the labouring
classes), see only the limitation of their wages, and of course
in their poverty and necessity such a limit is eminently
distasteful to them. The police cannot enforce the law in
the places where it is most necessary, therefore no change
is made in the old disastrous state of affairs.”

Happily in this Sub-district there exists scarcely an
establishment to which the Aect referred to will apply,
and I have reason to believe there have been no attempts
to evade any of its provisions on the part of employers
in this locality.

Besides the wusual report submitted to the local
authorities upon the condition of the slaughter and cow-
houses in the Sub-district, the sale of adulterated food and
of provisions unfit for human consumption, has been a matter
not overlooked, though it is one which the present imper-
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fect state of the law, and the want of a public prosecutor,
necessitates the greatest circumspection in dealing with,
I am pleased to report that during the past year no sales
or frauds of the kind referred to were detected or brought
- under the notice of the authorities in this parish.

In concluding this report, I must once more venture to
urge upon the attention of the authorities the still unsatis-
factory arrangements for the supply of water in some few
localities within the Sub-district. The intermitting system
of the companies, as well as the supplies drawn from surface
wells, and from wells in the vicinity of cesspools or drains,
where there is danger from the percolation of feecal matter,
are still to be deprecated and deplored throughout the
entire Wandsworth District—the one as affording an inade-
quate amount for closet-flushing and other domestic pur-
poses, and the other, a most unwholesome, not to say in
many instances, poisonous supply of one of the greatest
necessaries of life,

I have heard 1t frequently expressed as appearing some-
what extraordinary, that the decision in the well-known
case of “ The Wandsworth District Board of Works v.
Tinkler,” has not yet led to any effectual amendment of
the Metropolis Local Management Act, upon the closet
question, since very many houses inhabited by the labour-
ing poor throughout the District (I can point to some few
such in this parish) are still found to be entirely without
water for the purposes indicated—a long-existing evil, for
which there is no exeuse, but which past legislation appears
to have entirely failed to remedy.

R. HARLAND WHITEMAN,
Medieal Officer of Health for Putney and Roehamptor.



APPENDIX OF STATISTICAL TABLES.

TABLE 1.

Summary of Deaths and their Causes, registered in the Entire District during 1867,
classified according to Sex, Age, and Social Position, and showing also the relative Num-
bers in each Sub-Lristriet.
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i e | 816 66| 46| 150] 20| 25| 165| 151) 88| 63| 4] 158] 17 49! 82l 10] 8| 10
6. Of Digestive Or-
BADA  ..cesisap. ess 764 21| 23] 16 9' 7] 351 41§18 1] 1} 22) 10| 21| 221 1] 5 9
7. Of Urinary Organs § 291 7| 8| 8| 2 o 211 ¢]..| 1...1 2| 6} 11 10 1 3
8. Of Organs of Gene-
TAbION cosowrssinesnal 2 & 11 3 H ... 2400 1/ 11| 6| 6 1 1
9. Of Joints, Bones, &c.] 8 4] 2| 2/..]... 4 4 | e 2 1] 8 4..1.. 1
10. OFBkin cociccveeene 1Y 3| 88 8 TI) 3] 5 Of 8...] Y 8 11 4A... o e

11. Prematura  Birth,
Low Vitality, Mal-

formation, &e. ... 149 42] 21] 66| 18 7| 85 64]148] ... 0 ... ] 149 ...1...]... pe 8

12, Of Uncertain Seat ] 6 8 14 86| 2| 4 30| 34 3| 4| 1] 18| 8| 15 26| 2 2 6
18: Age....iecviieinne.iaand] 1200 44 32 32 5 la 45 BOJ...].eofovel wiefeee|...| 82 638 of 9
14, Violencs....coeneenness 5 7l 13 220 4| 1 44 2 T b6 21 22| 14| 14] 6 ... 1] 1
15. Not Bpecified .....J 521 3)|...| 16{ 1| 4 17 85] 40| 8|...] 22| 8 14| 13 ... 4
Totals .oueee . JLISTI451(332) 8T0(128 156' D44| 2935711306 ﬁﬂl 081218 286364 EBI 346|100
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SUMMARY of the Sanitary Operations in the entire District during
the year 1867.

= o d . o
¥ g 2 |
- =7 12
¢ | 1| F |8 |EE| s
243 |81 588] 3
5 2 = al: i" &
Number of Houses
and Premises in-
spected ... ...| 2,020 1.684 345 123 120 4,207
1st Notices served 420 a7 al a7 7 862
2nd Notices served 56 47 7 4 114
Cesspool ptied
and :1;:;:1 2 18 110 150
Cesspools abolished 101 18 20 17 34 460
Waterclogets con-
structed ... ... 126 122 15 18 158 439
Houses  supplied
with watarpp 78 1,032 4 128 158 1,400
Drains constructed
orconnected with
Sewer ... 181 829 12 | 1,562 806 3,383
No. of feet of Hew
Sewers, &e. ... |36,060 |26,068 |22088 | 8,009 |54,037 | 145,042
Drains repaired or
trapped, or ob-
gtructions ri=
moved ... 585 12 [ 28 265 R46
Open Ditches Pnnda.
. cleansed
?B:t} ﬂ ﬂﬂ-li* o 750 ax 2.300 3,500 42,240 48,790
Dust-bins ]'m:lmded 257 129 125 160 670
Nuisances re-
P:imved as 13 57 2 2 b} 77
Aceumulations uf
Offal, Manure,
&e., r&m-:}vad - 12 79 b 12 (1} 114
Unwholegomeand di-
lapidated Houses
cleansed or re-
paired .. 110 37 - 2 1 150
Cases mvmlgatad
by Magistrates... 3 7 10
Campulmry Orders
obtained ... 3 5 8
Compulsory works
executed . 3 3
Works remmmng in
aha;,fanm from
VATIOUR CAUSes ... 57 2 59




